YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER 2015

JOIN US

We took a short ride from Kusadasi
to the
,
breathtaking ancient splendors at Ephesus.

IN REDEFINING THE LINE

BETWEEN

L U X U RY & A DV E N T U R E .
21 years

20 years

The World's Most Awarded
Luxury Cruise Line.

BEGIN YOUR STORY with Crystal Cruises’
award-winning service, stunning spaces that have
been completely reimagined, exceptional quality
and numerous choices.

The unparalleled All Inclusive Crystal Experience®
aboard the World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line features:
• Complimentary select fine wines, champagne,
premium spirits, non-alcoholic beverages
• Complimentary gratuities for housekeeping,
dining and bar staff
• Exquisite Italian menu at Prego and innovative
Japanese cuisine from Nobu Matsuhisa†
Cruising Dubrovnik

Book by October 30, 2015 for the best available
limited-time Book Now fares
See inside for details…

Our Mediterranean adventure
aboard Crystal was just what
Janet and / needed: sun,
fun and the most luxurious
experience at sea.

©2015 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas

Crystal's beautiful open spaces
helped us relax and explore…
and enjoy!
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C R U I S E T H E WO R L D A N D E N J OY S AV I N G S U P TO

U N F O R G E T TA B L E

$ 4 , 4 0 0 P E R S TAT E R O O M .

ADVENTURES

A WA I T Y O U

Begin a new story with Crystal Cruises in 2016 by exploring the colorful ports of the
Mediterranean, the lively cities of the U.S. West Coast and the rich flora and fauna of Alaska
& Canada. Stroll aboard your private motorboat for an exploration of Positano and the island

AT

of Capri. From San Francisco, tour historic Alcatraz then take in the singular views of Sausalito.

E V E RY

P O RT .

Or take a helicopter to Mendenhall Glacier and drive a sled of Alaskan Huskies across the
2014 VIRTUOSO

®

awe-inspiring landscape. Book any of these voyages — or any of Crystal’s many other sailings

®

DAT E

DE ST I NAT I O N

I T I NE R ARY

S HI P

BOOK BY 10/30/ 15

DAYS

B R O CHUR E P E R P E R S O N
FAR E S F R O M

VOYAGE

B O O K NOW P E R P E R S O N
FAR E S F R O M

WINNER

— aboard the World’s Best today by calling your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

2016

Best Luxury
Cruise Line

6207

16

Mar 25

Trans-Atlantic

Miami to Monte Carlo 1

Crystal Symphony

$11,330

$3,465

6208

7

Apr 10

Mediterranean

Monte Carlo to Venice

Crystal Symphony

$6,230

$2,415

6209

7

Apr 17

Mediterranean

Venice to Athens

Crystal Symphony

$6,230

$2,265

6210

7

Apr 24

Mediterranean

Athens to Istanbul 2

Crystal Symphony

$6,230

$2,415

6211

12

May 1

Mediterranean

Istanbul to Rome

Crystal Symphony

$10,490

$3,745

6308

5

May 6

Pacific Coast

San Francisco to Vancouver

Crystal Serenity

$4,970

$1,485

6309

6

May 22

Pacific Coast

Vancouver to San Francisco

Crystal Serenity

$5,690

$1,795

Book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings including:

6311

6

Jun 13

Pacific Coast

San Francisco to Vancouver

Crystal Serenity

$5,800

$1,845

6312

7

Jun 19

Alaska & Canada

Vancouver to Anchorage

Crystal Serenity

$7,030

$2,915

6313

7

Jun 26

Alaska & Canada

Anchorage to Vancouver

Crystal Serenity

$7,170

$2,935

• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception

Theme Cruise: Big Band & Ballroom Dance
1

2

President’s Cruise

3

3

Crystal Wine & Food Festival®

Seattle

What a treat it was to
explore Pacific Coast
ports in luxury and style.

• Full-day shore event or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the
World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

• More overnights in renowned cities allow more time for cultural immersion
• New Optional Personal Select Air program available
• Book Early for the best available Book Now Fares

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only
made between 9/1/2015 and 10/30/2015 and do not include port, security and handling charges of $210-$480. Book Now Savings of $4,400 per stateroom ($2,200 per person, based on double occupancy) apply to
voyage 6207 on Crystal Symphony. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn
or changed at any time without notice. Optional Personal Select Air program available from designated Crystal Cruises' gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all government taxes and fees. Individual
Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary
by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the
opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar (Sushi Bar is not available for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve
basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing
and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2015 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas
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voyage 6207 on Crystal Symphony. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn
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Above it
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at the Hotel
Santa
Caterina.
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150

HOW TO
TRAVEL BETTER

AMALFI 101

MAPPING MIAMI

Everything you ever wanted
to know about Italy’s most
celebrated coast.

How to navigate what’s
new in the city, district
by district.

BY CAROL PUCCI
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165

179

186

HOW TO TAKE YOUR
FAMILY AROUND
THE WORLD

HOW TO TRAVEL
AT EVERY AGE

HOW TO WIN A
PHOTO CONTEST

A road map to the world
for every life phase.

The winning shots
from our annual photo
competition, and the
stories behind them.

Build a more fabulous trip
with our annual roundup
of travel intel.

After 13 months, a globetrotting clan returns to Austin,
34 countries the wiser.
AS TOLD TO DAVID HOCHMAN
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BY TED BAUER

DESTINATION INDEX
Amalfi Coast 138
Australia 60
Barcelona 124
Berlin 118
Bhutan 55
Cuba 196
Kyoto 64
Lima 126
Lisbon 72
London 60, 118
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Miami 118, 150
New York City 62, 118
New Zealand 212
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A new spin on classic travel icons.
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30 RETROSPECTIVE
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84 IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Shinjuku, Tokyo

HOTEL AWARDS

Your next stop for kitsch, keepsakes, and entertainment
of all kinds.

PASSPORT

90 IN MY BAG
My Five Travel Essentials

58 BON VOYAGE Windstar Cruises’

Former pro ballplayer Robb Nen
keeps it simple, from the
Caribbean to Capri.

latest additions, Thomas Keller sets
sail, and how to sleep under the
stars with Azamara.

196 CULTURE STOP

60 SUITE TALK A reopening

How to Visit Cuba

in Australia and Southern
California surf style.

64 INSPIRED BY Kyoto’s colors –
and graceful traditions.
66 CITY TO GO Fifty years on,

70

There’s a reason everyone
wants to go now. Here’s how to
do it right.
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Natural Attraction

Salzburg is still alive with The Sound
of Music – and much more.

How to discover the U.S. Virgin
Islands’ wilder side on
Saint John.

68 INTERVIEW The key to Vinay and

206 DOSSIER

Raminder Kumar’s 30-day aroundthe-world trip: Don’t rush it.

Eight Questions for
Larry Pimentel

70 TASTING NOTES

The president and CEO of
Azamara Club Cruises still seeks
out new destinations.

American Spirit
Applejack makes a fruitful comeback.

72 GLOBAL GOURMET
Lisbon’s Tasty Renaissance
How to sample the new dining scene
in Portugal’s old-world capital.

12

Globe-trotting interior designer
Vicente Wolf on how to bring the
world home – tastefully.
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Just Back from New Zealand
How to bring home authentic
selections from a North and South
Island road trip.
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How to Merge Travel
and Design

83 years of travel experience | Choice of over 50 tours
Guaranteed departures & prices | No optional extras sold on tour

Dromoland Castle Hotel,
gus,
Co. Clare

Book Early and Save on 2016 Departures — Custom Chauffeur Drive Programs also Available
DISCOVER

SCOTTISH SUPREME

SCOTTISH & IRISH GOLD

IRISH SUPREME

Escorted Tour
Explore the highlights of Scotland with tours
of Edinburgh and St. Andrews, visits to Mount
Stuart House, Isle of Bute, Glamis & Edinburgh
Castles, and luxurious hotels throughout.
Departs Saturdays,
April to October
7 or 8 days, $2,988 – $3,863

Escorted Tour
An in-depth vacation with tours of Glasgow,
Edinburgh & Galway, Scottish Evening,
Glamis Castle, Cliffs of Moher, Jarvey’s Irish
Night in Killarney, Blarney Castle and more.
2 departures per week,
March to October
15 or 16 days, $2,998 – $4,160

Escorted Tour
Enjoy deluxe and castle hotels with stays
at prize-wining Dromoland and Ashford
Castles, Ring of Kerry, Cliffs of Moher,
special dining experiences and more.
Departs Fridays,
April to October
10 days, $3,788 – $4,560

To book or for more information on these wonderful tours, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
Discover the CIE Tours $550+ Advantage – Did you know that most tour operators sell optional
extras to clients while on tour? That policy can cost couples over $550 for options such as medieval
banquets, dinner/shows, walking tours and more.
These features are included on all CIE Tours’ escorted vacations to Ireland and Britain. This means
you are free to enjoy your vacation without daily sales pitches or unexpected additional costs.
With the CIE Tours $550+ Advantage, your vacation money goes a lot further!
VIRTUOSO and the Globe Swirl Logo are registered
trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Editor’s Note

HOW TO

MARK A
MILESTONE
Virtuoso travel advisors do best: help you make the most of the trips
you take, from the planning and preparation to the crazy-cool things
you can do once you get there (hello, VIP access), plus the tips and
tricks you’ll need along the way.
This issue may carry a specific how-to theme, but Virtuoso has been blazing
that trail for nearly three decades – and for 15 years in these pages alone. In honor
of our publishing anniversary, we’re celebrating our best assets. Any travel
magazine can simply show you beautiful places to visit. Virtuoso Life does that,
and then some. As the travel magazine published exclusively for the top clients
of the nearly 10,000 Virtuoso travel advisors around the world, only we can give
you an insider’s look at the best places to go – and show you how our advisors’
industry know-how and global connections can transform a trip into an
unforgettable experience. Being the magazine of Virtuoso means our editors are
in constant contact with these advisors, who share their expertise and insight in
every issue. It also means the hotels, cruise lines, and tour operators we feature
have been vetted with our advisors’ stamp of approval. Bottom line: It’s all good.
When people compliment the magazine, I’m always quick to credit our
incredible network of advisors and travel partners – so many amazing places,
properties, and experiences! But I must also credit the talented staff that creates
this magazine. Most of them have been here from
the early years, and I’m so proud and fortunate to
celebrate this milestone with such a remarkable group
of colleagues, friends, and fellow globe-trotters. And,
of course, with you, our readers – here’s to traveling
better, every time.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

BEHIND THE SCENES
Snaps from a photo shoot, from top:
Spices and cocktails; airline amenity
kits; and Charlie, our model pooch,
who belongs to associate art director
Korena Bolding Sinnett.
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(ELAINE SRNKA) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI, HAIR AND MAKEUP BY DOUGLAS FULLER ATKINSON

O

UR ANNUAL “HOW TO TRAVEL BETTER” ISSUE SHOWCASES WHAT

Delight is the world
at extraordinary savings.

Honningsvåg
North Cape
Tromsø
Trollfjord
Svolvær

ISTANBUL

Norwegian
Sea

Myrina
Aegean
Sea

Nordfjord
Sognefjord

Ålesund
STOCKHOLM
Olden
Helsinki
Flåm
Hjeltefjord
Bergen
Stavanger
Tallinn
North
St. Petersburg
Sea
COPENHAGEN

Çeşme
PIRAEUS
Spétsai
Mediterranean
Santoríni
Sea

TURKISH & AEGEAN TREASURES

Bodrum
Rhodes

ST. PETERSBURG & SCANDINAVIA

from $4,799
*

Istanbul to Piraeus (Athens) • 7 days • May 7; Jun 4; Jul 2 & 30; Aug 27; Sep 24; Oct 22 , 2016

from $12,999
*

Stockholm to Copenhagen • 21 days • May 21 ; Jun 18, 2016

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on
the World’s Finest Small-Ship Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager
Club amenities including an onboard cocktail reception, shore event,
or shipboard credit on select sailings.

*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in US dollars, cruise only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of $192.31 to $598.36 per
person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2015 Seabourn.

“

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

What’s your
best travel tip?

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER TERRIE L. HANSEN

”
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“If I find a cool boutique,
I’ll ask the employees
where to eat, what to
see, and what’s going
on in town.”
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“Underpack! You’ll
thank me later.” – D.H.

“To relax on the plane,
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breath for seven, then
exhale for eight.”
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“Moisturize,
moisturize, moisturize.”

How to stay organized in transit: Leatherology’s
Travel Document Holder is available in 12 colors
and features a zippered pocket for coins.
From $100, leatherology.com.
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Virtuoso® is the leading network of luxury travel advisors and entities. This by-invitation-only organization comprises 370 agencies with more than 9,800 elite travel specialists in 26 countries throughout North America, Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia-Paciﬁc and Europe, as well as over 1,700 of the world’s
best travel providers and premier destinations. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless
stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at
717/399-1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 500, Fort Worth, TX 76102;
virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST# 2069091; TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright ©
2015 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Voyager Club, Virtuoso Life, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the
Best, and Expect the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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CHRIS PLAVIDAL

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
TONY ADLER, NOELLE BELT, JULIE CALDO, DEAN HORVATH, SHARON HOWELL,
BARBARA KING, KEN NEIBAUR, ANGELA PIERSON, ANNE SCULLY, HAISLEY SMITH,
MARY JEAN THOMPSON, KEITH WALDON, BRIAN WALLINGFORD, KIMBERLY WILSON WETTY

Where the memories they make
last inﬁnitely longer.

Whether your plans call for a romantic retreat, a family adventure or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the legendary
shores of Hawaii to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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Contributors
Writer ANNIE FITZSIMMONS – Brooklyn
“Lisbon’s Tasty Renaissance,” page 72
THE REPORT: “I fell for Lisbon and its emerging, vibrant food scene, balanced
out with long walks through charming, eclectic barrios. I still crave the chorizospiked bolo do caco [Portuguese bread] from the Mercado da Ribeira.”
ALSO SEEN IN: National Geographic Traveler
TRAVEL MOTTO: “Nothing bad can happen at a great hotel. Ordering room

service solves any problem.”
Illustrator MALIKA

FAVRE – London

Cover and “How to Travel Better,” page 92
THE REPORT: “Travel covers are always a pleasure to draw;
they transport me to a different place. For this, I wanted to
revisit iconic travel items that everyone can relate to, but
with a twist. The end result has
a very abstract and geometric
feel reminiscent of patterns
from around the world.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Vogue,
Vanity Fair, and the
Washington Post

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
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when imported.
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BREAKS ARE
There
are NO FOLIOS
THE
ONES
for 1/2-page ad pages.
THAT BRING
YOU CLOSER
TOGETHER

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

TRAVEL MOTTO: “Always plan
the first and last days
of your trip, then improvise
in between.”

Photographer KEVIN J.
MIYAZAKI – Milwaukee
“In the Neighborhood:
Shinjuku,” page 84
THE REPORT: “I’m a yonsei, or

THE REPORT: “Even after so many visits, I love that Cuba
still feels surreal, like traveling inside a novel. It’s so eccentric and enigmatic,
I never want to sleep
for fear of missing a
vital experience.”

fourth-generation American-born
Japanese, and this was my first visit
to Japan. While in Tokyo, I quickly
learned how to say, ‘Nihongo ga
wakarimasen,’ which translates to ‘I
don’t understand Japanese.’”

ALSO SEEN IN: CNN
Travel, National Geo-

ALSO SEEN IN: Martha Stewart
Living and the New York Times

graphic Traveler, and
Robb Report

TRAVEL MOTTO: “I alternate
between ‘aisle seat, aisle seat,
aisle seat’ and ‘prosecco,
prosecco, prosecco.’”

TRAVEL MOTTO: “Everything will turn out right,
so always look on the
bright side.”

Photographer SUSAN
“Amalfi 101,” page 138

Do you live an
InterContinental Life?

Writer CHRISTOPHER P. BAKER – Palm Springs
“How to Visit Cuba,” page 196

WRIGHT – Rome

THE REPORT: “Apart from the Amalfi Coast’s beauty, I have always
loved the warmth and hospitality of the locals. It’s quite common to

be invited for lunch or an aperitivo with a group who will treat you
like family. It’s such an endearing quality of southern Italian culture.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Australian Gourmet Traveller, Monocle, and

Vogue Paris
TRAVEL MOTTO: “Give back by always buying locally made products,

which supports local communities, industries, and traditions.”
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Ko Samui, Thailand

in every single form.
At Azamara Club Cruises®, our boutique club-like ships take you to destinations all around the world.
And with more time in port, where you go from there is your call.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
Azamara Club Cruises® is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines.
©2015 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships registered in Malta. Photography by Jenna Lyn Pimentel.

ADVERTISEMENT

Madrid, a true
masterpiece
There are many diferent ways to see Madrid. But if you want
to see it through Velázquez’s eyes, look up at the bright blue
sky that this great painter captured so well and head straight
to the Prado Museum. There, with Las Meninas in front of you,
try to discover the secrets contained in this masterpiece.
This oil on canvas painted by
Velázquez in 1656, a portrait of
the family of Philip IV in which
the painter himself also makes
an appearance, is one of the
most iconic symbols of Madrid
and the invaluable cultural
treasures found on the Paseo
del Arte (“Art Walk”), home to
the Prado, Thyssen-Bornemisza
and Reina Sofa museums,
among other art institutions.

to the late 20th century. Highlights include Impressionist,
Avant-Garde and Pop Art pieces
from the 1960s.

Before leaving the Prado, let
yourself be marveled by other
masterpieces in the museum’s
collection such as The Garden
of Earthly Delights by Hieronymus Bosch, or Goya’s The Third
of May, 1808.

Afer walking just a kilometer,
along a boulevard shaded by
trees, you’ll have covered the
entire history of world painting.
And if you want an extra dose of
culture, explore the Barrio de las
Letras, right of the Paseo del
Arte, and discover the legacy of
Lope de Vega, Cervantes and
other brilliant writers from the
Siglo de Oro, the golden age of
Spanish leters.

Then cross the street to the
Thyssen-Bornemisza, where you
can appreciate over 1,000 artworks produced from the 13th

Continue on to the Reina Sofa
Museum, where more modern
art awaits you, with a collection
that spans the late 19th century
to the present. There you can
admire gems like Guernica, Picasso’s most universal work.

EXTRA TIP
The Paseo del Arte has added new spaces such as
CentroCentro, a spectacular cultural centre in Cibeles
Palace. From the roofop of this building you can enjoy
one of Madrid’s fnest views.

Glass Gallery at the Cibeles Palace

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum

The Royal Palace and Sabatini Gardens

Reina Sofa Museum

Prado Museum

IMMERSE YOURSELF
Choose your passion – art, architecture, food, history –
and let Oceania Cruises be your guide.
Your Virtuoso travel advisor has all the details of how you can
enjoy the very best of the OLife Advantage.

† Available onboard Marina and Riviera. *Oﬀers and fares expire 12/31/2015. OLife Advantage amenities are subject to change and apply to Veranda Staterooms and above. Free shore excursions vary by voyage and exclude Oceania Choice, Oceania Exclusive
and Executive Collection. Voyages up to 9 days receive 3 free shore excursions; 10-12 days receive 4 free shore excursions; 14+ days receive 5 free shore excursions. Free Internet is one per stateroom. Not all promotions are combinable. 2 for 1 and Special
Oﬀer Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite and stateroom categories and do not include optional charges as detailed in the Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed, along with additional
terms, at OceaniaCruises.com. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip ﬂights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MDW, MIA,
ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYC, YYZ. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to assign gateways based on availability for JFK, LGA and MIA. Airfare is available from all other U.S. and Canadian gateways for an additional charge.
Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details visit exploreﬂightfees.com. Additional Terms & Conditions
apply for Grand Voyages; for details visit OceaniaCruises.com/terms. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. SEP1503

Plus Virtuoso Exclusive $200 per
stateroom shipboard credit on
select voyages.

WHY CHOOSE OCEANIA CRUISES?
• Elegant, mid-size ships catering to just
684 to 1,250 guests
• The ﬁnest cuisine at sea, with worldrenowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin
at the helm, served in a variety of
distinctive open-seating restaurants,
at no additional charge
• Overnight visits and extended evening
port stays allow for in-depth exploration
and easygoing touring
• The Culinary Center, the only hands-on
cooking school at sea†
• More than 83% of the suites and
staterooms feature private verandas

Connections

VIRTUOSO
COMMUNITY
Voluntourism, how-to highlights, and the world in pictures.

VIRTUOSO.COM
A look at our most
popular “How To”
articles online.
Your online resource for how to travel
well, Virtuoso.com houses more than
25 “How To” features from past issues
of Virtuoso Life, covering everything
from staying fit on a cruise to packing
the perfect carry-on. Here, five popular
“How To” stories from our website:

Virtuoso traveler Keren Brown Wilson
(above, right) leads volunteer trips
(left) to developing countries.

GIVING BACK

1. How to Make the Classic Blue Hawaiian
2. How to Pack the Perfect Carry-On
3. How to Travel Responsibly
4. How to Stay Fit on a Cruise
5. How to Mind Your Manners
in Various Countries

A Virtuoso traveler’s support for the world’s elders.

W

travels, with the help of Dallas-based
Virtuoso travel agency owner Ralph Iantosca.
She primarily leads tours to Nicaragua,
where volunteers perform service work and
learn about resources for the elderly and
transformative care.
“Firsthand experience is everything,” says
Wilson. “I want to create a way to inform
people on these issues and put them into
context through voluntourism.”
To learn more about JFR Foundation and
how you can help, visit jfrfoundation.org.

INSTAGRAM
Daily visual dispatches
from across the globe.
Every day, Virtuoso travelers and
advisors explore some new part of our
world – and document it on Instagram.
Come for cute animals and emerging
destinations; stay for travel inspiration.
Follow us: @VirtuosoLtd.
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To access this and other
How To content, visit
virtuoso.com/HowTo.

STAY CONNECTED
Digital Edition

Read Virtuoso Life wherever you are by
downloading our iPad and iPhone apps
at virtuoso.com/VLapps.

Online
Learn more at virtuoso.com.
Email us at editors@virtuoso.com.

(BLUE HAWAIIAN) CHRIS PLAVIDAL

hen Keren Brown Wilson was a
gerontology graduate student in
the 1960s, her mother, in a nursing
home at the time, suggested, “Why don’t you
do something to help people like me?” Wilson
went on to establish the JFR Foundation
(named for her mother, Jessie F. Richardson),
which focuses on multigenerational support
for underserved elders.
Wilson says that 80 percent of the
world’s aging population currently resides in
developing countries – where she frequently

A flat tire started the whole thing.
The walk back into town,
the little fruit stand selling strawberries,
the tasting room built on the
back porch of a grower’s house.
We found it all because of a flat tire.

www.VisitNapaValley.com

P RO M OT I O N

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
®

Virtuoso’s travel advisors, clients, and travel companies celebrate philanthropy and exclusive experiences.

Travel advisor Shari Kalt (holding sign) and
Seabourn Odyssey cruisers with Turkish dancers at a
Virtuoso Voyager Club event in Kusadasi, Turkey.

River Park Travel partnered with Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Central California on a “Suitcase Party”
fundraiser. Clients could bring a suitcase, bid on
a trip, and go straight there.

Alpine Adventures hosted Virtuoso travel advisors in Courchevel,
France. From left: Alyson Nash, Vickie Love Greenlee, Hotel Les
Airelles general manager Jacques Charles, Alpine Adventures’
Richelle Blanken, and Laura Madrid.

On a study tour of Ecuador, Virtuoso
advisors reached new heights – 11,000 feet
– in El Cajas National Park near Cuenca.

Virtuoso advisors aboard Un-Cruise
Adventures’ Safari Endeavour on a
sailing to Baja, Mexico.

EUROPEAN JEWELS
from a royal point of view.

Onboard Uniworld’s new Monarch Collection themed
cruises, you don’t need to be an aristocrat to travel
like one. From privileged “insider” access to cocktails
with royalty to impeccable service, exquisite cuisine,
and all-inclusive luxury beﬁtting a queen, savor oncein-a-lifetime experiences on select summer sailings.

THE MON A R CH COLLECTION — DEB U TI N G 2016

Select “European Jewels” departures, 15 days onboard the
resplendent S.S. Maria Theresa
Private cocktail reception hosted by Princess Anita von
Hohenberg at her 13th-century castle home
Private tour of Vienna’s Spanish Riding School, home to the
famous white Lipizzaner stallions
Onboard patisserie demonstration, Signature Lecture, Liszt
piano concert, and more

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details on Uniworld’s
2016 Early-Booking Savings Offers and Exclusive Amenities.

#ExploreUniworld

P RO M OT I O N

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
®

Advisors with Vision Travel
Solutions at a Virtuoso training
event in Toronto.

Power Travel International’s Matilde
Broder with her son Bradley Broder,
founder of the Kenya Education Fund,
at the Power Travel Expo on Long
Island, New York. Proceeds from a
travel auction and rafﬂe beneﬁted
the nonproﬁt.

Gents in the city: Jason Miller, Michael
Holtz, Bobby Hubner, and Virtuoso’s
Albert Herrera at a Kempinski event
held at Le Bernardin in New York.

Woodside Travel’s Gary Johnson and Superior Travel’s
Ferenc Zsiga (front) with Virtuoso clients on an
AmaWaterways river cruise from Budapest to Prague.

Priscilla Alexander interviewed Celebrated
Experiences’ Jonathan Epstein on her
SiriusXM radio show, The Travel Pro.

Virtuoso advisor Elizabeth Clarke shared this picture
of travelers Bronwyn Shimmin-Clarke and Jack and Jodie
Perlinski on the Seabourn Quest sailing from Brisbane,
Australia, to Antarctica.

Villa d’Este
c erno bbio, lak e com o, ita ly

seek the

remarkably uncommon
like all curious travelers, we follow our senses wherever they lead. That’s how
our curated portfolio of uncommon luxury hotels came to be united, not by what
makes them the same, but by the remarkable details that make them different.
our 188 hotels in the Virtuoso network include former castles and palaces,
monasteries, safari camps, private islands and more, any of which can elevate
your senses through immersive experiences that create story-worthy moments.

#UNCOmmONtRAVeL

tO e X P LO R e , C O N tAC t YO U R V I Rt U O s O t R AV e L A DV I s O R .

The Setai

Conservatorium Hotel

m i ami be ach, florida

a mste r da m, n eth e r l a n ds

Retrospective
HOW
TO

TAKE A TRIP
BACK IN TIME

That’s how many years this magazine has been inspiring you to travel, Virtuoso-style. Fifteen years translates to 89 issues, one name change,
and two international editions (in Australia/New Zealand and Latin America) – all created exclusively for the best clients of the more than 9,800
Virtuoso travel advisors around the world – plus a digital edition and content online at Virtuoso.com. From Anguilla to Zambia, it’s been a
grand, globe-trotting ride. Here’s a look back at where we’ve been. Which leaves us pondering our favorite question: Where to next?
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89 issues, 1
name change,
and 70-plus
magazine
awards to
show for it.
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AWAKEN

YOUR SENSE OF WONDER

Follow in the footsteps of famed explorers on your own awe-inspiring voyage of discovery to the earth’s
polar regions. As one of a small number of guests aboard PONANT’s ultra-modern, Clean-certiﬁed®
ships, you’ll witness the majesty of the Arctic, Antarctica, Greenland, and the Kuril Islands as few people
can. Join knowledgeable experts, naturalists, and noted luminaries for a rare glimpse of the regions’
breathtaking vistas, wildlife, and geological history—all in the 5-Star comfort, safety, and French-inspired
elegance for which PONANT is known.

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor for details
and reservations.

HOW
TO

CHOOSE A
GREAT HOTEL
Start with the winners of this year’s Best of the Best Hotel Awards,
as chosen by Virtuoso travel advisors. INTERVIEWS BY CHANEY KWAK

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “Ashford represents a time stamp of

HOTEL OF THE YEAR
ASHFORD CASTLE,
COUNTY MAYO, IRELAND

the eras,” says Julie Smothers of Montgomery, Alabama. “Its
staff members are like warm and inviting walking history books.”
The 82-room property was constructed over hundreds of years,
with new sections added to the original. After closing for an
extensive renovation, the castle reopened in April and welcomed
travelers back to explore Ireland’s only fjord, cruise lakes, and
fly-fish while surrounded by some of the country’s most striking
scenery. “When the bagpiper greets you at the grounds’ old
stone archway, you feel like you’ve entered a fairy tale.” Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast daily and a $95 dining credit.
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33

BEST BAR

CONNAUGHT BAR,
THE CONNAUGHT,
LONDON

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “The
Connaught Bar surprised
me,” admits Cliff Morgan of
Westport, Connecticut. “The
space feels like a beautiful living
room with a very approachable
staff. Watching the bartenders
is part of the experience –
drinks are created and served
like works of art.” When you
order a martini at the 121-room
Mayfair hotel, the bartender
rolls out a trolley loaded with
Tanqueray 10 gin, Snow Queen
vodka, and other spirits, as well
as a wide range of herbal and
spice extracts, from lavender
to coriander to cardamom. And
unless you’re with the British
Secret Service, your drink is
stirred, not shaken. Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast daily
and a $95 dining credit.

From top:
A night at the
Connaught Bar and
(far left) its Mulata
Daisy – a fenneland cacao-laced riff
on the daiquiri.
Below: Epicure’s
dining room and
“Précieux Chocolat
Nyangbo” dessert.

BEST RESTAURANT

EPICURE, LE BRISTOL PARIS

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “Epicure is a unique three-Michelin-star
experience,” says Paris-based Victoire Spoerry about the 188-room
property’s formal restaurant. “The setting is magnificent, and chef Eric
Fréchon cares about every little detail on the plate, yet still manages
to come by with big smiles to say hi.” Spoerry’s recommendations:
macaroni stuffed with black truffles, artichoke, and duck foie gras,
followed by poached Bresse chicken supreme in vin jaune broth. “And
save some room for the liquid cocoa with gilded sorbet.” Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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BEST DESIGN

THE RITZ-CARLTON,
KYOTO
TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “You must see

Serenity at The Ritz-Carlton, Kyoto: Its Tsukimi Suite (inset) opens
up to a Japanese garden where guests can take in the Higashiyama
Mountains and stargaze from a private moon-viewing deck.
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it to believe it,” says Manhattan-based
Takami Yao. “The hotel has a beautiful
way of expressing Japanese Zen, with
soothing waterfalls, washi-lantern-lined
walkways, and traditional lacquer-lined
cabinets.” Situated on the banks of the
Kamo River, the discreetly low-lying 134room hotel harks back to Japan’s Meiji-era
architecture. Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

LUXURY
DOESN’T
H AV E

TO BE
BORING

PERSONAL SERVICE 24/7
♦
PRE-CRUISE CONCIERGE AND BUTLER SERVICE
♦
PRIVATE LOUNGE AND SUN DECK
♦
EXCLUSIVE RESTAURANT
♦
PRIVATE ACCESS TO SIGNATURE
ACTIVITIES AND ENTERTAINMENT
♦
ALL-INCLUSIVE BEVERAGES
♦
ONBOARD GRATUITIES COVERED
♦
COMPLIMENTARY HIGH-SPEED INTERNET*
Luxury is more than opulent comfort. It’s waking up to a
different culture than you fell asleep to. Thrilling your inner
adventurer with a wealth of authentic moments. Making
every minute unforgettable. This is luxury redefined.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
to learn about Virtuoso exclusive amenities.

V E N T U R E B E YO N D LU X U RY

Best Cruise Line in the Caribbean
Best Cruise Line Overall
12 Years Running by Travel Weekly Readers

BEST SPA

THE DOLDER GRAND
SPA, THE DOLDER
GRAND, ZURICH

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “The Dolder

(VILLA BATHROOM) TIM MCKENNA, (POOL) BERNARD RICKENBACH

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM LEADERSHIP
THE BRANDO, FRENCH POLYNESIA

INSIDER’S TAKE: “Located on Tetiaroa Atoll, roughly 30 miles north of Papeete, The
Brando exemplifies ecotourism at its best,” says Virtuoso’s director of sustainability, Costas Christ. Among the property’s conservation initiatives: 35 villas constructed from naturally sourced materials; air conditioning that uses deep-sea water,
rather than fossil fuels, to cool buildings; and staff at the on-site marine-research station
who work to protect coral reefs and endangered sea turtles. Marlon Brando never got to
witness the realization of his dream for his tropical island: to transform it into an ecoresort so beautiful it inspires others to care about protecting the planet as much as he
did. His Tahitian-born son, Teihotu, together with Pacific Beachcomber, has brought his
vision to life. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $110 resort credit.

Grand’s 43,000-square-foot spa
feels cozy because it’s broken up
into peaceful, separate spaces,” says
Palo Alto, California’s Suzanne M.
Bouldoukian. “And with Virtuoso’s
$100 spa credit, there’s no better way
to get over jet lag.” Travelers at the
176-room property can relax in aroma
pools, a snow room, a meditation
space, a library, and an outdoor
whirlpool with great views of the Alps.
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

Feel-good stories
(from left): The
Brando’s ecofriendly threebedroom villa,
indoors and out,
and heated pebble
loungers at The
Dolder Grand Spa.
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More to Orlando
than meeting the
Mouse: Explorer
Island and The
Mansion’s bocce
lawn at Four
Seasons Resort
Orlando.

MOST INNOVATIVE GUEST EXPERIENCE
A TIE!

BEST FAMILY PROGRAM

FOUR SEASONS RESORT ORLANDO
AT WALT DISNEY WORLD RESORT

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: According to Baltimore’s Jessica
Ourisman, the 443-room resort strikes a great balance
between fun and luxury: “It has just a touch of whimsy
to remind you where you are, but not too much to drive
you crazy after a day in the parks.” Let the on-site Disney
concierge team sort out logistics for visiting the Magic
Kingdom or Hollywood Studios while the kids splash around
in the hotel’s water park, Explorer Island. Virtuoso travelers
receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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CORCOVADO SUNRISE
PICNIC, BELMOND
COPACABANA PALACE,
RIO DE JANEIRO

RED CARPET
READY,
THE PENINSULA
BEVERLY HILLS

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE:

TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE:

Travelers can typically visit
Corcovado only during park
hours, when it’s packed with
tourists, but Copacabana
Palace can arrange a picnic
breakfast at Christ the
Redeemer – an opportunity
available only to guests of
the 239-room beachfront
hotel. “You get to watch
the sun rise over Sugarloaf
and slowly illuminate the
statue before the park
opens to the public,” says
Dallas-based Laura Bassett.
“It’s an intimate, moving
experience.” Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

Stars-in-waiting at the
194-room Peninsula
Beverly Hills can take
part in that only-in-L.A.
ritual of getting styled,
dressed (complete with
Mikimoto loaner jewels),
and photographed on the
red carpet by a Hollywood
photographer. Vancouver,
Canada-based David Lowy
praises the package’s
glamour: “It’s the ultimate
way for a lady, gentleman, or
couple to have a memorable
experience and photographs
for a lifetime.” Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

ONE TO WATCH

ROSEWOOD BEIJING
TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “I love Rosewood
Beijing’s boutique, residential feel,”
says Athens, Georgia-based Catherine
Whitworth. “Its local artwork makes
a dynamic, bold, and quintessentially
Chinese statement, and the hotel design
creates a comfortable vibe with a lovely
sense of place.” In a city where space is at
a premium, Rosewood’s calligraphy-filled
lobby stretches three stories high, and
its 231 guest rooms and 52 suites range
from a roomy 538 square feet to just over
1,900. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit.

The Pulpit Rock
Lysefjorden, Norway

AD XXXXX

Stockholm, Sweden

Copenhagen,
Denmark

From design innovations to world-class cuisine, discover what you can experience

If BLEED, make it ft and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.
A destination heralded for innovation and contemporary genius, yet frmly rooted within its
make
it ft and
historic landscape. Scandinavia summons reference to If
noNON-BLEED,
other place. Norway,
Denmark
andceninculture.
the LIGHT
GRAY
BOX.
Sweden offer breathtaking nature which blends effortlesslytered
with its
Sublime
beauty
and an enlivening atmosphere exist at every turn, whether it’s experienced within Norway’s
are NOCopenhagen.
FOLIOS
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ad pages.
Become enchanted with the Scandinavian way of life by discovering
all three destinations.

SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES
Scandinavian Airlines offers the most nonstop
fights from the U.S. to Scandinavia, with fights
from New York /Newark, Chicago, Washington
D.C. and San Francisco
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION

HOTELIER OF THE YEAR

(ANTONIO SERSALE) SUSAN WRIGHT

ANTONIO SERSALE,
LE SIRENUSE, POSITANO
TRAVEL ADVISOR’S TAKE: “Antonio Sersale is
the best of the best,” says Mimi Davenport
of Atlanta. For just one example, she recalls
the time a client broke her foot at Pompeii.
Sersale personally made sure she received
treatment and had room service brought
to her balcony. “Most Virtuoso agents
have known for years that he is peerless
at what he does.” After starting his career
as a trainee at The Leading Hotels of the
World, Sersale has managed his family’s
58-room hotel since 2004, introducing a
writers conference (celebrating ten years
in March) as well as Franco’s Bar, which
is named for his father and debuted on
a scenic terrace above the hotel in July.
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily
and a $100 spa credit.

Antonio Sersale
carries on family
traditions (and
starts new ones)
at Le Sirenuse.
Opposite: High
drama in Rosewood
Beijing’s lobby.

A unique blend of Asian hospitality
and mystical Mexican culture

AD XXXXX

Save up to 20% off when you book at least 45 days in advance.

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
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THE SPIRIT OF
REFINED ELEGANCE
IS REBORN FOR
TODAY’S TRAVELLER
The Patina, Capitol Singapore emerges onto the social stage with grace.
Reﬂecting a rich heritage of art, culture and reﬁnement, our most talented
débutante plays to the needs of today’s discerning global audience.
Poised to change the experience. Discover the hospitality of a true host.

INSPIRING
JOURNEYS
INDEPENDENT
MINDS

CO N TACT YO UR VI RT UOSO T RAVEL A DVI SO R
TO MA K E A RESERVAT I O N

Windstar’s New Ships
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HOW TO

Plate Artfully
Toronto native JACQUELINE ANNE POIRIER paints
plates – more than 2,000 during her past three years
as a restaurant server and resident artist at The RitzCarlton, Toronto. Though she takes commissions –
Morgan Freeman, Al Pacino, and the (Red) #86AIDS
campaign are past clients – the hotel’s Italian
restaurant, Toca, displays much of her work in its
table settings. Since her colorful paintings of people,
food, fashion accessories, and other whimsical
images often spark inspiration, Poirier also teaches
private and group plate-painting workshops at
the hotel on request. Here’s what she loves about
the city.

ANYA CHIBIS

PICTURE TORONTO ON A PLATE: The city skyline
from Toronto Island at sunset – the best vantage
point to capture its beauty and intrigue.
(continued) »
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» Toronto, continued
REASONS TO VISIT THIS FALL:
Nuit Blanche (October 3),
Toronto’s annual contemporary
art festival that runs from sunset
to sunrise. And the beginning of
hockey season, of course!
FAVORITE RECENT DISCOVERY:
The walk from Centre Island to
Hanlan’s Point. At about two
miles, it’s a serene reprieve from
the city’s everyday bustle.
FOR AN ART WALK: Stroll down
Graffiti Alley, home of the city’s best
street art; the Kensington Market
neighborhood and the Museum of
Contemporary Canadian Art

are also nearby. Afterward, drop
by 416 Snack Bar for Canadian
cheeses, fresh oysters, steak tartare, and more – it opens at 5 PM.
GUILTY PLEASURE AT TOCA:
Homemade ravioli stuffed with
caciotta cheese and fresh tomatoes, topped with Parmesan from
our very own cheese cave.
BEST THING ABOUT THE HOTEL’S PAINTING WORKSHOPS:
Guests create their own piece of
art, which is also functional!
Ritz-Carlton, Toronto painting
workshops from $150 per hour.

BEEST
IN SHOW
Plastic bottles. PVC
pipes. Zip ties. The stuff
dreams are made of –
at least for one Dutch
inventor. Over the past
25 years, Theo Jansen has
transformed mundane
materials into a complex,
wind-powered species
he calls Strandbeests
(“beach animals” in
Dutch). From September 19, 2015, through
January 3, 2016, his elegant, gangly creatures
invade Salem, Massachusetts, for Strandbeest:

The Dream Machines
of Theo Jansen at the
Strandbeest Animaris Percipiere
patrolling the beach.
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Peabody Essex Museum.
Visitors will discover
photographs of the
sculptor with his beasts

and demonstrations
of their ambulatory
systems, as well as artist
sketches and a hall of
“fossils.” In conjunction
with the exhibit, several
creations – such as the
42-foot-long Animaris
Suspendisse, complete
with a nervous system, sweat glands, and
stomachs – will make
pop-up prowls through
parks, beaches, and other
public spaces. Keep an
eye out for them crawling
around the Chicago Cultural Center in the spring
and sunning themselves
at San Francisco’s
Exploratorium next
summer – the exhibit’s
additional U.S. stops.

(PLATES) ANYA CHIBIS, (STRANDBEEST) LOEK VAN DER KLIS, (STANCE) PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS,
(THE BROAD) IWAN BAAN COURTESY OF THE BROAD AND DILLER SCOFIDIO + RENFRO

ART & CULTURE

Where in Our

World would you
Like to go?

The Broad museum.

The Buzz in L.A.

Galapagos
Peru

Architects Diller Scofidio + Renfro designed L.A.’s newest museum, The Broad, which
opens this month beside Frank Gehry’s Walt Disney Concert Hall. The airy, block-long
structure, with more than 300 skylights and a porous honeycomb veil, envelops two floors
of galleries that draw on Eli and Edythe Broad’s 2,000-piece collection of modern and
contemporary art, including significant works by Roy Lichtenstein, Cindy Sherman, and
Jeff Koons. An adjacent plaza with an olive grove and lawn add to the greening of downtown L.A. thebroad.org.
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Chile

Kenu’s new Stance tripod
plugs into a cell phone’s microcharging port to create a stable
stand that tilts and rotates for
video chats or broadcasting,
and a stationary screen for
viewing. Smaller than a pack
of gum, the one-ounce gadget,
when collapsed, does double
duty as a bottle opener. iPhone
versions include a cable adapter
for simultaneous charging.
$25, kenu.com.

Antarctica
Ask Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
for a

Custom Designed Pampered Adventure

by ladatco tours

• Argentina • Belize • Bolivia • Brazil • Chile • Colombia •
• Costa Rica • Ecuador • El Salvador • Guatemala •
• Honduras • Nicaragua • Panama • Paraguay • Peru •
• Uruguay • Antarctica • Falkland Islands •
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THE LAYOVER

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Renovated domestic terminals 2 and 3 provide a preview of comfort and entertainment to come
with the airport’s planned expansion. Terminal hopping requires exiting security, but
SFO’s elevated train makes quick work of shuttling between gates.
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Eat & Drink

Shop

See

Peace Out

Sit down to Niman Ranch burgers
at Burger Joint and gourmet
deli fare at Napa Farms Market
in T2. For a preboarding pickme-up, T3’s outpost of local
landmark Buena Vista Café
serves a great Irish coffee.

Bay Area brands such as 100%
Pure cosmetics and Ghirardelli
chocolates vie for your
carry-on space in T3. When
heading abroad, don’t miss the
arty journals, tote bags, woodframe sunglasses, and more
at the International Terminal’s
SFMOMA MuseumStore.

The International Terminal’s
Aviation Museum & Library
is currently showing Catch
Our Style, featuring bananayellow flight bags, peppy pink
stewardess minis, and neon
floral airline seats dating from
the 1950s through the 1980s.

SFO proves progressive with
two first-in-the-world airport
Yoga Rooms. Located in T2 and
T3, the dimly lit enclaves supply
complimentary yoga mats –
and ban mobile devices.
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THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM

EUROPEAN DREAMS
YOU REALLY CAN HAVE IT ALL

2-FOR-1 ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES
FREE ROUNDTRIP BUSINESS CLASS AIR*
FREE UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS
AND SO MUCH MORE

ALL-INCLUSIVE, ELEGANT MID-SIZED SHIPS WITH ALL OCEAN-VIEW SUITES
AND PRIVATE BALCONIES, VISITING NEARLY 350 DESTINATIONS WORLDWIDE

Additional Virtuoso Voyager Club Amenities on select voyages:
VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
* Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Terms & Conditions.
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Now Surfacing
at Atlantis

The “Milos Special”
appetizer and whole
fish baked in sea salt.

Chef and restaurateur Costas Spiliadis has won the praise of dining deities from London to Las Vegas with upscale Greek
cuisine at Estiatorio Milos outposts. This fall in the Bahamas, he opens his seventh beachhead, bringing his Cycladic style
to Nassau’s Cove Atlantis resort. Chefs select seafood from an iced display for dishes such as Milos’ signature whole fish,
grilled to order and finished with olive oil and lemon, as well as fish baked in a salt crust and charred octopus. To conjure
Greece in the Caribbean, the restaurant is trimmed in white marble quarried from Mount Pendelikón outside Athens and
serves by-the-glass wine selections from the old country. estiatoriomilos.com.

ELEVATED TASTE
Whether for a postSaturday-night cureall or the start of a
giddy Sunday, few
brunches compare
to The Ritz-Carlton,
Hong Kong’s latest
installment at its
rooftop bar Ozone.
At 118 floors up, it’s
the world’s highest
bar. Diners can boost
the dizzying effect
with bottomless
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glasses of Dom
Pérignon. Chances
are they’ll make
repeat trips to the
buffet for charcuterie, beef-and-foiegras sliders, and a
decadent seafood
spread that ranges
from oysters on the
half shell to lobster
and sushi. Sunday
brunch served noon
to 3 PM, from $150.

V I RT U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

ALOHA SPIRIT
Oahu’s Manulele Distillers has revived native sugarcane varietals, crushing and crafting them into a
new line of small-batch rums. Legend has it that
Polynesian explorers introduced the plant to Hawaii, along with taro, breadfruit, and other “canoe
crops.” Planted primarily as a border to block wind
and capture mist, the heirloom cane, or ko- , was
supplanted with higher-yield varieties in the early
1800s. The company’s just-opened tasting room
in agrarian Kunia offers samples of raw cane juice
and its Ko- Hana Hawaiian Agricole Rum, along
with tours that, as the islanders say, talk story.
92-1770 Kunia Road, Kunia; 808/649-0830;
kohanarum.com.

A country of
beautiful traditions.
While Japan has some of the ﬁnest museums in
the world, not all of our national treasures are
in them. Walk down magniﬁcent streets past
futuristic skyscrapers and you’ll still be treated
to the sight of women in ancient kimonos.
Japan is a country like no other, with modern
elegance and ancient tradition—and everything
in between. Come see it all for yourself.

facebook.com/visitjapan

twitter.com/visit_japan

pinterest.com/visitjapanusa

http://us.jnto.go.jp
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HIGH STYLE
This December, The
Residence comes to
Etihad Airways’ New
York JFK-Abu Dhabi
flights. The three-room,
butler-serviced cabin
with a shower debuted
last year between London
and Abu Dhabi, selling
out well in advance of the
inaugural flight. The U.S.
fares start at $32,000
per suite, one-way.

Air France’s new Première suite enhances
individual privacy with
curtains on each suitelike seat and an ottoman that converts into
a dining chair for a dinner guest. (Invite them
for dishes created by
Michelin-starred chefs,
served on porcelain,
with Christofle glassware for Champagne.)

Minding the many
flight hours separating
the U.S. and Australia,
Qantas offers first- and
business-class flyers
comfy gray cotton PJs
and meals designed
by Australian celebrity
chef Neil Perry.

Singapore Airlines
now pours Taittinger
Prélude Grands Crus
Champagnes in business class; first-class
passengers on U.S.
departures receive
Ferragamo amenity
kits. (Find out what’s
inside with our roundup
of favorite in-flight amenity kits on page 100.)

American Airlines’
new transcontinental
service takes off with an
all-aisle first-class cabin
with lie-flat seats, complimentary Wi-Fi, and
access to a specially
designed pet cabin in
which to stow pet carriers during takeoff and
landing. (For tips on
how to travel with your
pet, turn to page 128.)

Cathay Pacific
focuses on the little
things, placing cut
orchids in wall vases
in each of its newly designed first-class suites
and business-class
seats on U.S.-to-Hong
Kong flights.

HOW TO GET A KENYAN VISA The great e-migration is on: As of September 1, U.S. and most other travelers can no longer purchase visas on
arrival at the airport. They’re now required to apply through the Kenyan government’s eCitizen site (ecitizen.go.ke) before traveling or leave
it in the hands of a visa-expediting service such as CIBTvisas.
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(ICON) ALEXANDR CHERKINSKY/THE NOUN PROJECT,
(BHUTAN) JEAN-YVES ROURE/AGEFOTOSTOCK

Travelers take comfort in airlines’ shift from fare sales to amenity wars.

GO GREEN

The Adventure Traveler’s Adventure
As Bhutan opens up, the journey gets wilder.
Preparing to perform at
Trashigang’s annual festival.
The event draws spectators
from across Eastern Bhutan.

After nearly 1,300 years of isolation, Bhutan has slowly but steadily
continued to embrace tourism. A
growing number of luxury hotels
now cater to camera-toting explorers bound for popular sites such as
Paro’s Tiger’s Nest Monastery and
the ornate dzongs (traditional local
government centers) of Punakha
and Thimphu. Yet almost all of Bhutan’s travelers follow the country’s
well-established “western circuit.”
That’s about to change. Eastern
Bhutan, a remote region bordering
Tibet and India’s Assam state, is
the Himalayan kingdom’s final
frontier. For travelers dreaming
of true adventure – a rugged journey that’s more expedition than
vacation – eastern Bhutan delivers
snow-covered peaks, waterfalls
cascading through old-growth
forests, ancient Tibetan Buddhist
monasteries, and picturesque
wooden villages that seem to have
materialized right from the pages
of Lost Horizon. A lack of infrastructure in far-flung outposts such as
Lhuntse and Trashiyangtse is offset
by neypo, villagers’ traditional practice of offering spiritual pilgrims
and wayward travelers a meal and a
place to sleep.
Next year, Nomadic Expeditions
will debut custom trips in the region
using a combination of small hotels
in provincial centers and village
homestays. In other words, in eastern
Bhutan, travel as it was in the early
days of global exploration endures.

REST EASY Each year, Virtuoso celebrates hotel eco-initiatives with the Best of the Best Hotel Awards. Here are this year’s nominees for sustainability leadership: The Peninsula Tokyo was among the first hotels to enforce a ban on serving shark fin, and partnered with the World Wildlife Fund to
develop a sustainable seafood policy. Song Saa Private Island eliminated all plastic water bottles and uses bamboo straws to reduce plastic waste in
the environment. Uxua Casa Hotel and Spa supports the reforestation of Brazil’s Atlantic rain forest, one of the most endangered high-biodiversity
forests on the planet. Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve & Wellness Retreat protects more than 130 ancient Bushman rock art sites, part of the
“lost history” of the San and Khoi peoples. The Brando designed an air-conditioning system that draws on deep ocean water to cool its French Polynesia
villas. To read up on the winner, turn to page 41.
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GEAR UP

HOW TO

PREPARE
FOR THE
UNEXPECTED
Travel saviors as handy on road trips
as they are on beach breaks and offthe-grid adventures.

2

3
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4

1. When choosing a
travel first-aid kit, you
want to cover common
ailments and customize
from there. Light and
compact, Adventure
Medical Kits’ Travel
Medic includes individually wrapped pills (they
don’t expire as quickly)
ranging from antidiarrheals to antihistamines,
along with sealed alcohol swabs, bandages,
blister and burn gel,
precut moleskin patches, antibiotic ointment,
and other necessities.
$12, adventuremedical
kits.com.
2. SOG Specialty
Knives & Tools makes
the top multitools, with
pliers geared to enhance
your hand’s grabbing
force. Designed without
a knife for TSA compliance, the PowerLock
Traveler comes with
several screwdriver
options, scissors, a
bottle opener, needlenose pliers, and a file –
all of which lock open
securely. That’s important: Multitools are
inherently imbalanced;
the last thing you want
is for a screwdriver head
to wobble and snap
shut on your finger while
you’re bearing down.
$108, sogknives.com.

3. Though the world
quickly learns what happened in the aftermath
of natural disasters, it
can take hours or even
days for travelers to get
through to friends and
family. The Spot Gen3
tracker sends your GPS
coordinates and a choice
of predefined messages
(“I’m OK” or “Send help”)
via satellite to up to ten
contacts anywhere in the
world – with live location
tracking as well. Its SOS
feature alerts local emergency responders, as
well as your embassy or
consulate, if appropriate.
In sunnier news: You can
use the Gen3 to let friends
and family follow your adventures online, whether
you’re hiking Spain’s
Camino de Santiago or
riding the Trans-Siberian
Railway. $75 plus a $150
annual subscription,
findmespot.com.
4. Power outages are no
match for the tiny Petzl
Zipka headlamp. It’s the
size of a mini Snickers
bar, yet bright enough to
illuminate a whole room.
(Hint: Hang it from an
existing overhead light
fixture.) It also makes a
great reading light when
the power’s on but your
other half calls lightsout. $40, rei.com.

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS
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Bon Voyage

STEP IT UP

Try the rock-climbing wall or hit the skydiving simulator and ask the butler to have
tea – or martinis – ready on your return. Royal Caribbean International’s new
Suite Class launches fleetwide next year with a host of benefits: butler service,
reserved seating at shows, a concierge lounge, line-skipping privileges at popular
attractions such as the FlowRider surf simulator, and Coastal Kitchen, a CaliforniaMediterranean restaurant just for suite guests. The fancier the suite, the greater the
perks: At the highest level, all-inclusive fares include drinks and unlimited Internet
access that’s quick enough to stream video.

=
Suite Class

+
Reserved
seating

+
Concierge
Lounge

+
Dining at Coastal
Kitchen

Skipping FlowRider lines

UNDER
THE MOON
FOR YOU

Spend a night in an open-air cabana on Azamara Club Cruises
voyages. The date night on a
secluded sundeck kicks off with
Champagne and strawberries
around its saltwater hot tub.
A private butler serves cocktails
and canapés, followed by a
candlelit dinner of grilled
steak, lamb chops, shrimp, and
more. After turndown, staff
members disappear until morning, when the butler returns
with hot coffee, juice, and a
continental breakfast. $395
per couple.

Thomas Keller, the chef behind The French Laundry, Per Se, and Bouchon, is bringing his French-American
flavors to Seabourn cruises. Look for Keller’s appetizers and entrees on ship menus this fall, followed by a restaurant on each vessel, beginning with the 450-passenger Seabourn Quest next spring.

The Star Breeze, now
with more deck space.
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Windstar Cruises built its following on the
open sea breeze, so it’s natural that the
line’s first motoryachts, 212-passenger Star
Breeze and Star Legend, offer expanded
exterior decks for more space to sun,
have drinks, and even join a conga line at
the once-per-cruise outdoor dinner and
dance party. The remodel of these former
Seabourn ships added canopied dining
areas, along with new hot tubs and countercurrent exercise pools. (Sister ship Star
Pride, which joined the Windstar fleet last
year, gets the new deck features in 2016.)
Inside, passengers discover a more open,
contemporary feel; all-suite accommodations with walk-in closets; and the Star
Screening Room, a cushy new movie theater. But the biggest benefit the new ships
pack relates to power and height: The
quicker, mastless vessels can call on ports
in South America, the Black Sea, and other
destinations that Windstar’s traditional
sailing ships can’t access.

(MOON AND STARS) JORY RAPHAEL/THE NOUN PROJECT

Power
Move

Suite Talk

Thanks to its prime
location on floors 34
through 52 of
the Renzo Pianodesigned skyscraper,
London’s Shangri-La
Hotel at The Shard
has some of the city’s
best views. Earlier
this year, the hotel
debuted three new
signature suites, featuring luxe additions
such as custommade furniture and
walk-in closets. The
one-bedroom
Westminster and
London suites
come with butler
service, and the
2,000-square-foot
Shangri-La Suite
adds private elevator
access and a kitchenette. The slanted
floor-to-ceiling
windows in all of the
hotel’s 202 rooms
provide uninterrupted vistas of
London and the River
Thames. The
pyramid-shaped
Shard, jutting 95 stories into the sky like
a fragment of glass,
is the tallest building
in Western Europe.
Signature suites
from $7,687; doubles
from $538, including
breakfast daily and a
$130 dining credit.
Clockwise from top left: Dinner in the Shangri-La Suite, a
Bermondsey Bubbles – the hotel’s gin, rose liqueur, and
Champagne cocktail, and the Shangri-La Suite’s living room.
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REEF
REFRESH

After a yearlong closure
due to cyclone damage,
the Great Barrier Reef’s
Lizard Island is back
in business. Virtually
everything is new at the
sole resort in Australia’s
Lizard Island National
Park, including 40
refurbished rooms
and suites (some with
plunge pools) scattered
across a pair of beaches
and a garden, as well as
a two-bedroom clifftop
villa overlooking the
Coral Sea. Other
additions: an expanded
bar and wine cellar, La
Biosthétique spa
treatments, and glassbottom sea kayaks for
exploring the island’s
24 beaches. Doubles
from $1,266, including
all meals and a $100
resort credit.

Lizard Island
National Park.

(SHANGRI-LA HOTEL AT THE SHARD) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

UP
IN
THE
AIR

Suite Talk

Retro
Retreat
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Wake up with the city in
a sunrise-themed suite.

COLOR THEORY
Manhattan’s appearance throughout the day inspired the artwork
and textiles in Mandarin Oriental,
New York’s 42 renovated one- and
two-bedroom suites. Sunrisethemed suites feature abstract art
in the bright-orange and scarlet
tones of morning, while those with
a dusk theme are decorated in teal
hues, and the “night” theme channels the violet hour with shades
of amethyst. Each suite at the
244-room hotel showcases the city
skyline that inspired it, along with
glimpses of the Hudson River and
Central Park. Suites from $1,795;
doubles from $595, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

(FAIRMONT MIRAMAR) CHRISTIAN HORAN

Kick back in style in one of Fairmont
Miramar’s new bi-level bungalows.

After their debut in 1938, the garden
bungalows at Santa Monica’s 302room Fairmont Miramar Hotel &
Bungalows became hideaways for
stars such as Greta Garbo and Marilyn Monroe. The 32 recently updated
cottages – including four bi-level
bungalows designed with families in
mind – are now decked out with
driftwood-gray floors, midcentury
modern furnishings, and white walls
adorned with retro beach photos from
the 1960s and 1970s. Designer Michael
Berman cites vintage Southern
California surf style as his inspiration.
“It’s a vibe that’s synonymous with
the ‘barefoot luxury’ feeling you get
when you enter the rooms,” he says.
“The first thing you do is remove your
shoes and socks and get comfortable.” Bungalows from $799; doubles
from $399, including breakfast daily
and a $100 hotel credit.

NEW
HOTEL

Il Sereno, the newest hotel on the exclusive shores of Italy’s Lake Como, is scheduled to open by summer of next year. The sleek 30-suite
escape, designed by Patricia Urquiola and built with natural stone and wood, will feature a waterfront restaurant and bar, plus a private
dock with wooden motorboats that guests can use to zip around the lake.

COLD RUSH

Brace yourself: Georgia’s Sea Island now
offers cryotherapy, a new spa treatment that
exposes the body to extreme cold. After a health
consultation, step into a sci-fi-like cryosauna
where, for three minutes, liquid nitrogen blasts
the chamber down to minus 220 degrees.
(Yes, it’s glacial, but according to spa director
Ella Stimpson, the hypercooled air only flows
over the skin’s surface and won’t freeze or
damage tissues, muscles, or organs.) Sea Island
– including the 40-room Lodge and 175-room
Cloister – is the first resort in the country to
offer this subzero session, already popular with
pro athletes. Among its purported benefits: increased range of motion, reduced inflammation,
and a euphoric endorphin boost. Doubles from
$395, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort
credit. Cryotherapy treatments from $70.

Endorphin alert: Sea Island’s cryosauna
and (right) the spa’s garden atrium.

A STORIED DESTINATION.
A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.
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11 East Walton Street | Chicago, Illinois 60611

Inspired By

1.

ICHIRIN
chopsticks, $10,
rikumo.com

2.

ROBERU
leather compact camera strap,
$108, kaufmann-mercantile.com

AUTUMN
IN KYOTO

IMPERIAL LEAF PEEPING
In autumn, Kyoto blazes with seasonal change, as reds and oranges of maple
leaves surround temples and shrines throughout the former imperial capital. For
a Japanese immersion, book a room at Hoshinoya Kyoto,, in the historic Arashiyama district. Guests at the 25-room riverside retreat can partake in traditional
diversions, from tea ceremonies to moon viewing by boat. Doubles from $496,
including breakfast daily and a Japanese incense ceremony for two.
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3.

MASASHI IFUJI
cherrywood oval box, $250,
heathceramics.com

(KYOTO) FRANK CARTER/GETTY IMAGES

Graceful tradition suffuses the Japanese city.

It’s a big world. What do you Prefer?

THE FULLERTON BAY HOTEL
Singapore

CASTELLO DI CASOLE
Casole d’Elsa, Tuscany, Italy

E N C H A N T M E N T R E S O RT
Sedona, Arizona, U.S.

650 independent hotels. 85 countries. An infinite number of unique experiences.
#ThePreferredLife

To explore the entire Preferred Hotels & Resorts collection, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
15_339

City to Go
845-457), which offers an edgier
take on the traditional dress.
Beneath the gleaming guild signs
of Getreidegasse, Salzburg’s
busiest shopping street, lies Café
Konditorei Fürst (Getreidegasse
47; 43-662/843-621), the place
to buy Salzburger Mozartkugel –
foil-wrapped marzipan, nougat,
and dark chocolate candies – by
the handful.

STAY Last year, 30 rooms and

NEW OLD WORLD
Fifty years on, the Austrian city is still
alive with The Sound of Music – and
much more. BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE
GO FOR Salzburg is turning
heads this year, thanks in part
to the 50th anniversary of The
Sound of Music, which was filmed
around the city. Even Kaiser Karl
(Lagerfeld, that is) was taken by
the edelweiss obsession, creating an Alpine-inspired Chanel
Métiers d’Art pre-fall collection,
unveiled at the Leopoldskron
Palace last December. Soak up
Salzburg’s charm on a stroll past
baroque church spires, elaborate fountains, and spacious
squares. Autumn brings cool
temperatures, a solid classical
concert lineup, and a Sound of
Music gala on October 17.
EAT Before his show, Lagerfeld
dined at St Peter Stiftskeller
(St. Peter Bezirk 1/4; 43662/841-2680), one of Europe’s
oldest restaurants, where guests
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feast on dishes such as duck
breast and basil dumpling cream
soup. Enjoy hilltop views and an
Austrian- and Mediterraneaninfluenced menu at m32
(Mönchsberg 32; 43-662/841000) in Salzburg’s sleek Museum der Moderne. For no-fuss
Austrian fare, get your schnitzel
fix at Goldene Kugel (Judengasse 3; 43-662/265-3820).

SHOP If Lagerfeld’s designs have
you longing for authentic Austrian fashions, hop into a pair of
lederhosen at Jahn-Markl (Residenzplatz 3; 43-662/842-610), a
tannery open since 1408. Ladies
lace up in dirndls at Salzburger
Heimatwerk (Residenzplatz 9;
43-662/844-110) and at Madl
(Getreidegasse 13; 43-662/

DRINK Mozart, who was born
in Salzburg in 1756, favored
a coffeehouse now known as
Café Tomaselli (Alter Markt
9; 43-662/844-4880), where
waitresses in frilly aprons deliver
doily-covered trays of sweets.
Come happy hour, head to
Bräustübl Tavern (Lindhofstrasse 7; 43-662/431-246) for a
mug of Märzen beer. Monks have
been brewing the Salzburger

Clockwise from top: The Hohensalzburg Fortress and Salzburg’s old
town, shops along Getreidegasse,
Café Tomaselli, and the Hotel
Sacher Salzburg.

(SALZBURG) TOURISMUS SALZBURG, (SHOPS) DOUG PEARSON/CORBIS, (CAFÉ) IMAGEBROKER/ALAMY

Salzburg’s

ale at the adjacent Augustiner
Brewery since 1621.

suites at the 113-room Hotel
Sacher Salzburg received a
facelift, complete with high-tech
marble bathrooms with televisions in the mirrors. (Doubles
from $280, including breakfast
daily and a one-way private
airport transfer.) Hotel Goldener
Hirsch welcomes guests in 70
authentic Austrian-style rooms
and suites, plus cozy, woodpaneled public spaces. (Doubles
from $776, including breakfast
daily and a lunch or dinner for
two.) Virtuoso travel advisors can
tap Virtuoso’s on-site connection
in Austria to secure tickets to the
Sound of Music gala or arrange
a private, von Trapp-approved
tour of the film’s iconic sites.

Voted the Best Island in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific
by Travel + Leisure, Tasmania is defined by its natural beauty and
experiential travel offerings. With a pristine natural habitat, abundant
wildlife and rugged national parks, Tasmania’s separation from the
mainland has led to its preserved state. Here, you will find luxurious
accommodations and off-the-beaten-path experiences in abundance.
Customize your journey to Tasmania with Swain Destinations,
personalized to your travel style.

For reservations, contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional.

Saffire Freycinet
Schouten Island

Reader Report

HOW TO

Make the Most

OF A MONTH
The key to Vinay and Raminder
Kumar’s 30-day around-the-world
trip: Don’t rush it. AS TOLD TO DAVID HOCHMAN
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Rialto Bridge and
and I have a list of destinations we
(inset) the Kumars
hope to visit in our lives. I always
in Venice.
thought we’d check them off one by
one, but, as a physician-scientist and chairman of the University of
Chicago’s Department of Pathology, it’s difficult to get away. I work
more than full time, and my wife is also a busy physician. So last
year, Raminder and I decided to do something crazy: We said, “Let’s
take a month off and see them all on the same trip.”
The thing is, we didn’t want to feel rushed – we’re both near 70
and wanted a low-stress trip with the flexibility to change plans
from day to day or not go out at all if we liked. After narrowing
the itinerary to our three most desirable locations – China, South
Africa, and Italy – we planned ten days in each country with our
fantastic travel advisor, Stacy Small, who owns an agency in Los
Angeles. In all, we covered about 28,000 miles, visiting nine cities
in 30 days, along with a safari park in South Africa.
Though we were enormously excited, as we got closer to the trip I
actually started to panic. We were saying good-bye to solid ground

ALVARO LEIVA/AGEFOTOSTOCK

L

IKE MANY TRAVELERS, MY WIFE

for a while. What if we fell sick? What if
we had an accident? I’m very happy that
hope conquered fear and all worked out for
the best.
We flew first-class on American Airlines,
which offers great values with around-theworld tickets. Stacy arranged for private
guides to meet us at jetways wherever possible and help us clear customs. At our request,
she booked the very best hotels in each location, and for no less than three nights each,
so we could really settle in and take our time.
In China, the Impression Liu Sanjie light
show, designed by the same people who did
the Beijing Olympics’ opening ceremony,
transformed the mountainous surroundings
and beautiful waterways into illuminated
art. People told us Venice would be polluted
and smelly, but we totally enjoyed it, particularly our stay at the Gritti Palace. Our safari
at South Africa’s Madikwe Game Reserve
near the Botswana border exceeded all expectations – aside from the lions, cheetahs,
zebras, and elephants, we felt like we had the
entire park to ourselves.

Along with sightseeing, we talked to people everywhere we went. We discovered how
much many Westerners get wrong about
China. (I pictured it as remote, anonymous,
and monolithic, but it’s nothing of the sort.)
South Africans discussed what the end of
apartheid has and hasn’t delivered. In Italy,
we learned that Venetians and Romans have
as much in common as Turks and Iranians –
the cities are like different countries.
Throughout the trip, the personal service
and attention we received left quite an impression. Before we set out, we mentioned
that my wife sleeps better on a slightly elevated mattress, and Stacy had them adjusted at each hotel! At The Peninsula Shanghai,
they actually made metal blocks to raise
the mattress four inches, and presented the
blocks to us as gifts when we left – a remarkable gesture.
Though Raminder and I have known each
other for more than 50 years, we’re always
learning. Compromise is the secret to getting
along on the road. If she’s tired, we’ll cut out
a day of touring. As much as I may want to go,
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THE KUMARS’ TRIP,
BY THE NUMBERS
 MILES FLOWN: Roughly 28,000
 PASSPORT STAMPS COLLECTED:
3 (Italy, South Africa, China)
 TOTAL TRAVEL DAYS 30
 CITIES VISITED: 9 –
plus 1 safari park
 10 DAYS: Time spent in
each country
 MINIMUM HOTEL STAY: 3 nights
 SECRET TO GETTING ALONG ON
THE ROAD: 1 (compromise!)

we’ll be happier together if we’re rested. Our
goal is to keep traveling. We just returned
from a Silversea cruise out of Seward, Alaska.
We definitely want to go to Russia, and Stacy
is currently crafting a trip to Peru. There’s
Belgrade in the fall and Turkey – the list of
destinations never really ends.

Fairmont Miramar
Hotel & Bungalows unveils
32 redesigned bungalows
Te Fairmont Miramar re-introduces its fully
renovated iconic bungalow suites designed by
celebrated interior designer Michael Berman.
Inspired by presidential suite, Bungalow One,
the new bungalows refect the same convergence
of Malibu beach house chic and “surf-modern”
style. Each of the 32 bungalows have a unique
personality and all combine a fresh color palette
with organic elements throughout, integrating
cooling gray-blue hues, custom lighting, and
local-inspired vintage artwork, refective of the
Santa Monica beach community.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to reserve your suite and enjoy
exclusive amenities.

Tasting Notes

AMERICAN SPIRIT

Applejack makes a fruitful comeback.
BY LANEE LEE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL
STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

I

N THE BEGINNING, APPLEJACK, AMER-

ica’s oldest spirit, was rough stuff, procured by freezing barrels of hard cider
and removing the alcoholic core, a process known as “jacking.” Applejack’s popularity among early settlers gave rise to the
country’s first distillery, Laird & Company,
opened in New Jersey in 1780. George Washington, a fan, requested the Laird family’s
recipe. And Johnny Appleseed, the legendary
eighteenth-century apple farmer and evangelist, acted as an unofficial brand ambassador.
The applejack of yore quickly gained a reputation as “Jersey Lightning” and the “essence of
lockjaw” for its potent alcohol content. With the
rise of other spirits, such as whiskey and rum, it
eventually fell out of fashion in the 1950s.
More than half a century later, applejack is
back. The bartending community’s thirst for
esoteric and historical spirits, hard cider’s new
popularity, and the farm-to-flask distillery
trend have ushered in a wave of new applejack
makers, giving Laird & Company some competition. Today’s applejack is a sophisticated spirit –
akin to Calvados (French apple brandy) – made
wholly of apples or blended with a neutral grain
spirit and typically aged in oak barrels.
“The richness of the oak influence combined
with the crisp apple aromas and depth of flavor
in applejack makes you think of fall, no matter
what season it is,” says Jeremy Kidde, co-owner
of Black Dirt Distillery in the foothills of the
Hudson Valley. Try it as a whiskey substitute in
classic cocktails, such as a Manhattan (you’ll
get The Big Apple) or an old-fashioned – or sip it
neat for the essence of autumn in a glass.
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Fall flavor, distilled.

AD XXXXX
THE BOTTLES
COPPERCRAFT APPLEJACK ($40)
Coppercraft’s version packs 32 Michigan
apple varieties into a blend that’s like tasting the state’s entire apple harvest in one
sip. The result: a spirit with sweet apple on
the nose and vanilla, butterscotch, and spice
notes on the palate.
LAIRD’S APPLEJACK ($25)
You’ll find a bottle of the granddaddy of
applejacks, produced since 1698 and family owned and operated for more than eight
generations, at most craft cocktail bars
across the country right now. This smoothdrinking blend of apple brandy and neutral
spirits has an apple aroma.

THE COCKTAIL
Ernest Hemingway mentions this classic
applejack drink in The Sun Also Rises. “The
Jack Rose is perfect for the season,” says
Jeffrey Morgenthaler, author of The Bar
Book: Elements of Cocktail Technique and
head bartender at Clyde Common in Portland, Oregon. “Pomegranates are starting to
appear in the produce section, and nothing
comes close to apple brandy in terms of
seasonal flavor.”

CORNELIUS APPLEJACK ($36)
More than 60 pounds of fresh apples go into
each bottle of this Hudson Valley-produced
spirit. Bursting with fruit flavor, it’s a great
sipper.
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with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.

TOM’S FOOLERY APPLEJACK ($41)
Ohio’s first craft distillery turns out a lovely
artisanal applejack that’s aged in a variety
of barrels, including American oak and cognac, for 30 months.

If NON-BLEED, make it ft and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

BLACK DIRT APPLE JACK ($45)
Distilled from local Hudson Valley Jonagolds and aged five years in charred oak barrels, this potent version is ideal for brandy,
rye, and bourbon lovers.

JACK ROSE
1½ ounces applejack
¾ ounce lemon juice
¾ ounce grenadine (try Sonoma Syrup Co.
No. 8 Pomegranate Grenadine Simple Syrup)
Green apple slice, for garnish
Combine ingredients in a cocktail shaker and
shake with ice cubes until cold. Strain into a
chilled cocktail glass. Float an apple slice on
the drink or hang it on the rim.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 5

71

There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

Global Gourmet

E
Lisbon’s Tasty
RENAISSANCE
How to sample the new dining scene
in Portugal’s old-world capital.
BY ANNIE FITZSIMMONS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIVAN ASKAYO
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VERY NIGHT IN LISBON, A CHEER-

Chef José Avillez
ful hubbub of chatter fills Mercado
and A Cevicheria’s
da Ribeira, a historic produce hall retuna ceviche.
born as the city’s most convivial food
emporium, where families and friends gather around long wooden
tables that create a sophisticated beer-hall atmosphere.
Outside the market, Lisbon is awash in centuries-old elegance.
Homes are charmingly imperfect, adorned with crumbling glazed
tiles and peeling wrought-iron balconies. Muffled strains of Portugal’s sorrowful fado music waft from tiny bars on cobblestoned
streets. But lately there’s a palpable sense of innovation and originality, especially when it comes to food.
Chef José Avillez is Lisbon’s brightest culinary star and owner of
six restaurants. His flagship, Belcanto, became the city’s first twoMichelin-starred establishment last year, a reflection of its upswing
in international culinary prestige.
“Ten years ago, you would find very good traditional cuisine in
Lisbon, but you wouldn’t have the choices you have today,” Avillez
says. “A new wave of well-traveled, educated chefs and restaurateurs
is changing the dining experience, creating diverse, delicious food

L ib ertad

y O rd e n

Global Gourmet

Exquisite Cultural
& Wildlife Adventures

SM
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that is helping to make Portuguese cuisine
more visible.”
Inside Mercado da Ribeira, it’s clear why
Lisbon is such a culinary joy right now. The
market is hyperlocal, a microcosm of the
city’s dining scene. Revered Portuguese
chefs such as Alexandre Silva and Henrique
Sá Pessoa have opened stalls along the back
wall, serving casual fare with signature
stamps of creativity.
You’ll still find Lisbon’s best-known
dishes everywhere, such as salted cod
(bacalhau) and buttery custard tarts
(pastéis de nata). Portugal’s food has always
been rooted in simple cooking techniques
and the best ingredients. But it’s impossible
not to be enchanted by the new culinary
energy, the work of award-winning chefs,
and a sense that the city is becoming one of
Europe’s great dining capitals.
Here’s a list of places to check out on your
next visit.
THE MARKET BUZZ
Start your exploration of the Mercado da
Ribeira by nibbling on petiscos, the Portuguese equivalent of Spanish tapas, a tradition of small bites that is rising in popularity
in Lisbon. These might be a vinegary octopus salad, fried green beans, or local cheeses. Sip wild cherry liqueur and eat a prego,
or steak sandwich, served on soft, circular
bolo do caco bread. Sample bites of cured ham

and sausage, sourdough acorn bread, and
creamy cinnamon gelato from Santini, and
make sure to buy a small bottle of local piri
piri chili oil. With around 30 stalls, you can
easily wander and try whatever looks good.
One of the best souvenirs is inexpensive but
high-quality tinned fish at the Conserveira
de Lisboa outpost. For kitchenware and
other Portuguese-made finds, browse the
shelves of local favorite A Vida Portuguesa.
Rua Anchieta 11.
THE ALTAR OF AVILLEZ
José Avillez is the most visible chef in Lisbon’s evolving dining scene. At Cantinho
do Avillez (Rua dos Duques de Bragança
7, Mártires; 351-21/199-2369), a buzzy, appealing spot in the Chiado neighborhood,
diners linger over lazy lunches of green
curried meatballs and chilled Portuguese
white wine. Mini Bar (Rua António Maria
Cardoso 58; 351-21/130-5393), inside a local
theater, serves reasonably priced, elaborate
mini portions, such as tuna tartare cones
and a ceviche of Algarve prawns. Belcanto
(Largo de São Carlos 10; 351-21/342-0607)
makes for a grand night out. “Belcanto is
one of my favorite restaurants in Lisbon,”
says New York City-based Virtuoso advisor
Martina Reznick. “The avant-garde food is
delicious, fresh, and beautifully presented.
The service, wine list, and ambience are excellent as well.”

By the Wine and
(left) a stall at
Mercado da Ribeira.

AFRICA • ASIA & PACIFIC • EUROPE
• INDIA & BEYOND
• LATIN AMERICA & ANTARCTICA
• ARABIA & NORTH AFRICA
• NORTH AMERICA
TO BOOK YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE,
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
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Global Gourmet
ADVENTUROUS EATS
If you’re feeling daring, call one-Michelinstarred Feitoria Restaurante & Wine Bar 48
hours in advance to book the “creative menu,”
which leaves you in the hands of chef João Rodrigues’ whimsy, tailored to your preferences,
such as a secret spin on Algarve shrimp or Angus sirloin. Located in riverfront Belém, Feitoria evokes Portuguese gastronomic history
and traditions with its tasting menus. Doca do
Bom Sucesso; 351-21/040-0207.
LOCAL FAVORITE
The vast lunch buffet and floor-to-ceiling
windows at Varanda in the Four Seasons
Hotel Ritz Lisbon attract both locals and
visitors who come for classic Portuguese
dishes and indulgent desserts. The sushi
service is especially popular; lounge on the
terrace overlooking Eduardo VII Park while
watching the sushi chef work his culinary
magic. There’s a huge daily breakfast buffet,
and the festive Sunday brunch always draws
a packed crowd. Rua Rodrigo da Fonseca 88;
351-21/381-1400.
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Featured Inclusions:
• $100 Classic booking credit
• Every 4th night free
• Daily buffet breakfast for two
• $200 resort credit per room per stay
• Deluxe Ocean View Room
4 nights from $1089 per person

Call your Virtuoso Travel advisor
Valid on new bookings of at least five consecutive nights at a participating property on the Big Island. The credit will vary and increases with length of stay. Each credit is per room booked, not per traveler. Combinable with select Classic Hawaii promotional offers. Additional
restrictions and blackout dates may apply. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly
noted otherwise. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions may also apply.
Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Book now through 12/13/15 for travel now through 12/18/15. Some booking and travel dates may vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes
and fees on the free night offers, where applicable. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. Classic
Vacations CST# 2079429-20.
399-0615

tip

From left: Alfresco
dining, curry meatballs at Cantinho
do Avillez, Feitoria’s
Algarve shrimp,
and A Cevicheria’s
Kiko Martins.

“For Portuguese cuisine with a twist, try
A Travessa (Travessa do Convento das
Bernardas 12). Located in a former convent,
it has an informal atmosphere, yet offers
impeccable service. Gambrinus (Rua das
Portas de Santo Antão 23) is known for excellent fish and shellfish. I don’t know what
I love more about Lisbon – the laid-back,
warm, friendly people or the food.”
– Judy Nussbaum, Virtuoso travel
advisor, Boca Raton, Florida

CEVICHE SCENE
The latest restaurant to join the international cuisine trend is A Cevicheria,
a Peruvian spot by chef Kiko Martins
specializing in ceviches. End the meal on
a sweet note with the dulce de leche piña
colada dessert. They don’t take reservations,
so show up around 7 pm, before the dinner
rush. Rua Dom Pedro V 129; 351-21/803-8815.

BHUTAN
Happiness is a place
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Bhutan is waiting for you.
Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin your journey to explore Bhutan.

www.tourism.gov.bt

facebook.com/destinationbhutan

www.happinessisaplace.com

twitter.com/tourismbhutan

Global Gourmet
Chef Ljubomir Stanisic at
100 Maneiras and a pastel
de nata at Choupana.
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VERY VINHO
Opened by one of Portugal’s oldest and
most highly respected wine producers,
lively By the Wine José Maria da Fonseca
bar in Chiado serves even the most
expensive vinhos by the glass in a space that
resembles a futuristic subway tunnel. Small
snacks include local cheeses, mussels, and
a fantastic sirloin prego on bread from the
Algarve region. Rua das Flores 41-43; 35121/342-0319.
BOHO CHIC
In an intimate sliver of a space in the bohemian Bairro Alto district, 100 Maneiras
welcomes guests with a warm interior and
an adventurous tasting menu (there is no à

DISCOVER THE NEW
ERA OF GALAPAGOS
CRUISES

For reservations please call your
Virtuoso travel advisor

STAY Colonial touches meld
with urban European influences at the boutique-style,
55-room Bairro Alto Hotel
in the heart of downtown
Lisbon. Its top-floor Terrace BA boasts views of the
iconic 25th of April Bridge.
Doubles from $285, including
breakfast daily and one lunch
or dinner for two at the hotel’s
Flores do Bairro restaurant.
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la carte menu). Well-known chef Ljubomir
Stanisic shows off his quirky personality in
dishes such as poached eggs with truffles
and corn-bread “sand,” and dehydrated
codfish with coriander oil. Rua do Teixeira
35; 351-91/030-7575.
CAFÉ CULTURE
You could linger for hours at bright and
airy Choupana Caffé, a local favorite and
a welcome change from the red velvet and
dark wood of the city center’s old European
coffeehouses. Create your own treat at
the organic yogurt bar for breakfast, or try
Choupana’s crisp salads, homemade soups,
and hot sandwiches for lunch. Avenida da
República 25A; 351-21/357-0140.

Situated on a hill in the
historic center, the 282room Four Seasons Hotel
Ritz Lisbon offers private
terraces in most rooms with
panoramic views of the city.
Spectacular contemporary
Portuguese art adorns the
walls of the public spaces.
Doubles from $503, including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.
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Originally a private residence,
the 109-room Olissippo Lapa
Palace welcomes guests
in one of Lisbon’s most
exclusive, quiet enclaves,
close to the Tagus River. The
Mediterranean menu at Lapa
Restaurant perfectly complements the lush gardens and
pool. Doubles from $387,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 dining credit.

Discover a Land

NOT FAR AWAY

There is a land within Los Angeles, where people come to escape.
A land with its own culture and way of life.
And endless room to roam.

Stay two nights and receive the third night complimentary.*
Virtuoso exclusive amenities apply. Book and stay by December 30, 2015. Subject to availability.
*Please note that all package inclusions are exclusive of any applicable taxes, resort fee, and gratuities.
Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for reservations.

Style & Design

Wolf photographs his
travels and interiors for
his books.

HOW TO

MERGE TRAVEL

AND DESIGN

Globe-trotting interior designer
Vicente Wolf on how to bring the
world home – tastefully.

INTERVIEWED BY TANVI CHHEDA PHOTOGRAPHY BY VICENTE WOLF

V
Wolf in Isfahan, Iran,
and snapshots from
his travels there.
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ICENTE WOLF SPENDS MORE THAN

three months each year on the road,
seeking inspiration and standout
pieces – colonial cabinets from the
Netherlands, traditional Thai vases, and more –
for clients and his Manhattan showroom. The 35year design-industry veteran believes in infusing
spaces with a global sensibility. His projects range
from decorating dancer-choreographer Twyla
Tharp’s Manhattan home to designing a crystal
collection in collaboration with Baccarat for Neiman Marcus. When it comes to trip planning, the
designer works with Athens, Georgia-based Virtuoso advisor Catherine Whitworth. “In my travels,
I’m always picking up items that appeal to me and

that will help blend elements of various periods and
different cultures,” says Wolf. Here, his insights on
the intersection of travel and design.
1. TRAVEL TO REFINE YOUR AESTHETIC.
If I didn’t travel, I wouldn’t be the designer I am
today. It’s one thing to walk into a shop and buy
something off the shelf, and it’s quite another to
buy it in the jungle in Papua New Guinea. You get
to experience the reality of those pieces, and it
makes you much more connected to them. Wherever I’m going, I’m bringing with me my design
aesthetic, but with each object or experience, my
aesthetic just develops more. It becomes broader,
more accepting, more refined.

2. LOOK FOR THE UNUSUAL – AND
THE FUNCTIONAL.
Every year, I go to Delhi, Bali, Thailand, and
Hong Kong. In between those trips, there are
usually two destinations that are out of the
ordinary. Last year, I went to Iran and Africa.
This December, I’m going to Borneo. I’ve been
going to Myanmar for more than 12 years now;
I love the country and the people, but countries get “bought out,” so to speak, and it becomes much harder to find unusual things.
You go to a country like Myanmar that has
a very artistic, refined craftsmanship; then
you go to Papua New Guinea or Borneo, and
the things you find are much more primitive. I try to buy things that are made by
the people to be used, rather than things
that are made to be sold. I like to infuse the
spaces I design, as well as my shop, with objects that feel discovered – not processed.

Repetition and
color in Bali.

3. GET OUT AND EXPLORE.
I don’t like to travel in a bubble. A lot of the
places I go to, there are no hotels; you’re
sleeping in a tent, remote and simple. You’re
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Get lost and be found

For the traveler in pursuit of an extraordinary all-inclusive luxury experience, we introduce The Brando.
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A culturally authentic getaway and world-class example of biodiversity and sustainable hospitality on Tetiaroa, a South Paciﬁc island renewal.

Style & Design
having to step out of your comfort level.
If you don’t travel, you stay within your
walls; you don’t evolve from there, aesthetically, culturally, or imagination-wise.
4. CREATE A CONVERSATION.
I collect objects that can be incorporated
into various spaces and not look out of place.
If you have gilded eighteenth-century furniture and you’re looking to add an African
stool, there is a dialogue. It’s something raw

next to something very polished. Whatever
you’re buying has its own history and
personality and significance, but it still
has to blend into what you have. You want to
have someone walk in and perceive your environment as a whole and not a jumble.
5. BUY MULTIPLES.
I try to create collections: It’s important to
have groupings of things. If you have masks
from Africa or Indonesia, together they tell

BEHIND THE SCENES
Vicente Wolf’s travel advisor on her most well-traveled client.
“He’s probably the
most well-traveled
person I know,” says
travel advisor Catherine Whitworth, who
has been friends with
Vicente Wolf for more
than 30 years. “He
wants to continually

learn and grow. It’s
all about pushing the
envelope and extending his knowledge. It
translates on every
level to his design.”
Whitworth helps
to maintain a fiveto ten-year travel

calendar for Wolf.
“We pull out a map
or an atlas and start
brainstorming,”
she says. On their
radars? “Mustang
in the Himalayas.
He wants to go back
to Sri Lanka. We’re

talking about another
place in Sumatra, an
island in the middle
of a volcanic caldera.”
It’s no wonder Wolf
dedicated his second
book to his mother
and: “To Cathy, who
gets me there.”
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Memorable headwear in Papua
New Guinea.

Make yourself at home
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Where you stay can make or break your holiday.
At onefinestay we’re pioneers of handmade
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a story. I don’t buy just one of anything. I
was in Uzbekistan and saw these carved
bottles. By the end of the trip, I had 12 of
them. If I had bought one, it would just be
a tchotchke. A collection shows you have a
clear point of view.
6. WORK WITH A GREAT ADVISOR.
I wanted to go to Borneo and travel down
this river and go into the jungle into small
villages, and Catherine finds the people
who can produce something like this. She
has the connections to make it happen.
That, to me, is an amazing luxury. Also, it’s
not just somebody who’s sitting in an office
and doing this – she travels to these places;
she knows them. She’s been doing my trips
for the last 15 years.

AT R E S TAU R A N T AU S T R A L I A
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ON HOTEL DESIGN
 The most successful hotels blend in
the culture of where you are but still have
a relatable aesthetic. In Tanzania, I loved
Singita; in Bangkok, the Mandarin Oriental.
I love staying at a five-star hotel, but
that’s not the only place I want to stay.
I like being in places where a tourist is
still an anomaly.
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In the Neighborhood

From left: Kakiden’s abalone with Japanese ginger
and mountain vegetables, and one of Shinjuku’s
quieter crosswalks.

SHINJUKU
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

E

VEN BY TOKYO’S OUTSIZE STANDARDS, PARA-

doxical Shinjuku is a universe unto itself. Literally meaning “new lodgings,” the neighborhood has
welcomed travelers since the seventeenth-century
Edo period. “Eclectic Shinjuku appeals to a wide range of locals and visitors from morning to night,” says Virtuoso travel
advisor Izumi Kirchmayr Ogawa, a Tokyo native who lives in
Vancouver, Canada. “With various areas of both old and new,
busy and calm, exploring its gardens, shopping, and neonsoaked nightlife is an experience to remember.” Here are ten
spots to discover around its hub, Shinjuku Station: It’s the
world’s busiest, serving roughly 3.6 million rail passengers
daily – more than the entire population of Berlin.
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Sagemonoya

Kakiden
Sit down to elaborate kaiseki
(Kyoto-style multiple-course
meals) and gourmet bentos just
steps from Shinjuku Station’s
main east exit. For more than
40 years, the elegant space has
earned its following for traditional tea ceremonies and dishes
such as ocean eel soup and
yellowtail sashimi garnished with
shiso blossoms. Once a month
Kakiden offers classes introducing diners to the etiquette of
classical Japanese dining. 3-37-11
Shinjuku; kakiden.com.

DINING

DRINK

SHOPPING

Head here for netsuke –
miniature sculpture trinkets
traditionally hung from kimono
sashes. Counting imperial family
members among its customers,
Sagemonoya is among a handful
of dealers countrywide of the
highly prized collectibles. In addition to antique pieces, which can
rival luxury-sedan price tags, the
gallery sells works by contemporary netsuke artisans. 4-28-20704 Yotsuya; netsuke.com; open
Wednesday through Saturday
afternoons and by appointment.

PARKS

ARTS

HOTELS

(ICONS, LEFT TO RIGHT) DIEGO NAIVE, ANTON GAJDOSIK, RIGO PETER,
PAUL STEVENS, VICONS DESIGN, AND ATELIER ICEBERG/THE NOUN PROJECT

Your next stop for kitsch, keepsakes,
and entertainment of all kinds
in Tokyo. BY CHANEY KWAK

Hello,

In the Neighborhood
Living Design Center Ozone
Top Japanese and international interior designers unite under one roof
in this five-floor emporium that’s open to the public. Housed in the
52-story Shinjuku Park Tower, the design center’s showrooms straddle
the line between shops, building-material galleries, and barometers for
future design trends. You could create entire rooms around highlights
such as Atelier Mokuba’s tables, carved from a single piece of wood;
Monova’s whimsically updated traditional dishware; and sublimely
simple cypress soaking tubs. Third through eighth floors, Shinjuku Park
Tower, 3-7-1 Nishi-Shinjuku; ozone.co.jp.

Isetan Shinjuku Main Store
Food halls rule Japanese department-store basements, but few
compare to this upscale Shinjuku flagship. With a huge variety from
some of the country’s most acclaimed gourmet purveyors, it’s a
tasteful map of Tokyo’s epicurean zeitgeist. A few recommendations: Sushi Avenue K’s roast beef nigiri, Sadaharu Aoki’s bamboo
pastry, and Toraya’s yokan, or sweet bean paste bars. 3-14-1 Shinjuku; isetan.mistore.jp/store/shinjuku.

Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden
Once the imperial family’s private garden, this sprawling park is especially beautiful
when its 10,000-plus trees turn the grounds into a shimmering blanket of gold and red.
Surrounded by high-rises such as the art deco NTT DoCoMo Yoyogi Building, Tokyo’s
wide-open heart stands as a poetic tribute to the Japanese appreciation of Zen and
nature, and is a favorite with families for weekend bento picnics. 11 Naitomachi.

Shot Bar Zoetrope
A tippler’s apothecary of 300-plus whiskies (as well as Japanese grappas,
rums, and other rare liquors), this 15-seat watering hole hides itself on
the third floor of an otherwise nondescript office building. Drop in for rich
Japanese drams from Karuizawa, Eigashima, and Chichibu Ichiro’s Malt,
in addition to spirits from blue-chip
distilleries such as Suntory
and Nikka. A film buff’s passion
project, Zoetrope features
interiors designed by the
legendary art director
“Shinjuku’s Robot Restaurant
(1-7-1 Kabukicho; shinjuku-robot.com)
Takeo Kimura and screens
is fascinating, with remotesilent films on its back wall.
controlled machines reenacting
Third floor, Gaia Building,
traditional Japanese dramas, dragon
dances, and other performances.”
no. 4, 7-10-14 Nishi-

tip

Shinjuku; homepage2.
nifty.com/zoetrope.
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– Izumi Kirchmayr Ogawa,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Vancouver, Canada

In the Neighborhood
Fu-unji
Office workers will spend most of their lunch break queuing up
for the rich, umami flavors of tsukemen at this lauded livingroom-size joint whose name means “lucky adventurer.” The
deconstructed ramen dish consists of a plate of noodles accompanied by a bowl of thick, fish- and pork-based dipping sauce
with a generous amount of bonito powder. Order from a vending
machine menu written without a single word of English, then wait
along the wall, listening to the J-pop soundtrack until one of the
15 stools around the wooden bar opens up, while the chef prepares the dish. First floor, Hokuto Dai-ichi Building, 2-14-3 Yoyogi.
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in Line

302

Against all odds, Golden Gai – Shinjuku’s original entertainment
block, crammed with two-story wooden buildings – has resisted
the merciless development that has swallowed most of old
Shinjuku. In this intimate block crisscrossed with narrow alleys,
you’ll find 200 shot-glass-size boîtes, some with no more than
five seats and doors so narrow you have to shimmy sideways to
enter. Start your Golden Gai evening among Albatross’ campy
chandeliers and creaky red floorboards. The bar doubles as a gallery, and its friendly staff happily converse in English, making it a
perfect introduction to this district, popular among directors and
artists. Fifth Avenue, 1-1-7 Kabuki-cho; alba-s.com.
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Tokyo

1

Chuo M

In a district
with no
shortage
of department stores,
this sevenfloor fun
house
distinguishes
itself with quirky
and sometimes
downright outlandish
goods; look no further if you’re in need of
stick-on Kabuki face masks or socks that
resemble nigiri sushi when folded. The best
organized and most beautifully presented
outlet of the Japanese chain, Shinjuku’s
Tokyu Hands is a treasure hunting ground
for items you never realized you were missing in your life – perfect for souvenirs and
gifts. Second through eighth floors, Times
Square Building, 5-24-2 Sendagaya; shinjuku.
tokyu-hands.co.jp.

Park Hyatt
Tokyo

1. Shinjuku Gyoen
National Garden
2. Fu-unji
3. Tokyu Hands
4. Sagemonoya
5. Isetan Shinjuku Main Store
6. Kakiden
7. Albatross
8. Shot Bar Zoetrope
9. Living Design Center Ozone
10. Park Hyatt Tokyo
11. Robot Restaurant

418

Presiding over the top 14
floors of stately Shinjuku
Park Tower, Park Hyatt
Tokyo is an exercise in
understated opulence.
In a city where space is
the ultimate luxury, the
177 guest rooms and
suites are generously
sized and feature unparalleled views stretching to
snowcapped Mount Fuji.
While the hotel played
a starring role in Lost in
Translation, its sleek
appearance, room paneling hewn from centuriesold Hokkaido water elm,
and intuitive service need
no interpretation. Doubles
from $533, including
breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.

Vacationing as a family is the grandest adventure of all!

SAVE UP TO 25%
on rooms at select Walt Disney World Resort hotels this fall!
For stays most nights 10/11–10/15, 10/18–10/22,
11/1–11/7, 11/22–11/24 and 11/28–12/23/15. Book through 9/18/15.

The number of rooms allocated for this offer is limited. Length-of-stay requirements may apply. Savings based on the nondiscounted price for the same room. Additional per-adult charges may apply if more than two adults per room at Disney Value,
Moderate and Deluxe Resorts. Cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Advance reservations required. Offer
excludes 3-bedroom villas and campsites and Disney’s Art of Animation Resort—The Little Mermaid Standard Rooms. 25% savings
is for select Disney Deluxe and Deluxe Villa Resorts; lower savings may be available at other Resort hotels. ©Disney WDW-15-44183

Contact us today!
For more information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today!

In My Bag

M

AJOR LEAGUE CLOSER

Robb Nen retired ten years
ago from a pitching career
that included stints with the
Rangers, Marlins, and Giants – with 314
career saves and a World Series title. He
still travels from his Orange County home
to work with the Giants at spring training
in Scottsdale each year, but other adventures center around family: his wife, Jendy,
and three kids, ages 13, 17, and 26. Nen, a
self-described low-maintenance traveler,
loves the Turks and Caicos – especially the
white sands of Grace Bay – and Viceroy
Anguilla. A recent European tour left the
family enamored with Capri. Nen tries to get
out on a boat wherever he goes and looks
to Long Beach, California-based Virtuoso
travel advisors John Oberacker and Kasra
Esteghamat for help. “John and Kasra
have taken the stress out of planning our
vacations,” he says. “Their attention to
detail is unbelievable.”

I DON’T LEAVE
HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Oakley backpack.

Former pro ballplayer Robb Nen keeps it simple,
from the Caribbean to Capri. PORTRAIT BY JOE SCHMELZER
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3.

My iPad, loaded
with episodes of Sons of
Anarchy and Better
Call Saul.

4.

ChapStick – the
classic original ﬂavor.

5. Oakley sunglasses.

(TABLET) VEER, (BETTER CALL SAUL) COURTESY AMC

5

MY TRAVEL
ESSENTIALS

2.

Beats by Dre headphones for listening to
country music.

People this happy
come back for more
It’s only one flight, but another world away. Fiji’s splendid isolation, white
sand beaches, and crystal clear waters make it the perfect place to escape
and unwind. With direct flights departing LAX daily, and more than 300
sun-soaked islands to lose yourself in, happiness is closer than you might
think. Go to www.fiji.travel/us/virtuoso to find out more.

MALIKA FAVRE
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HOW TO

TRAVEL
BETTER
Build a more fabulous trip with our
annual roundup of travel intel.

From packing and photography to minding your
p’s and q’s around the world, we’ve gathered tips from
Virtuoso travel advisors, hoteliers, and other pros
to help you make the most of your next vacation.

Airline amenity kits 100
Airport dining 112
Art appreciation 120
Beauty and grooming
products 96
City bike-shares 118
Cocktails 98
Cruise finder 122
Cruise port
guides 124, 126
Destination weddings 130
Etiquette 104
Exclusive experiences 136
Gourmet souvenirs 108
Healthy travel 116
Home security 116
Hotel hacks 110

Hotel pools 111
Language lessons 107
Learning new tricks 114
Long weekends 130
Lost luggage 102
Packing 95
Pet travel 128
Phone battery
boosters 132
Photography 134
Planning ahead 95
Remembering names 120
Responsible travel 114
Social media 132
Tote bags 94
Travel style 103
Unplugging 132
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HOW
TO

TOTE IT

Carry on in style with these versatile bags.

94

ALL HANDS

BAGGU

WANT LES ESSENTIELS DE LA VIE

Canvas Sailor, $440,
Clic Gallery, 212/966-2766

Carry All,
$64, baggu.com

Logan Reversible Vertical Tote,
$795, wantessentiels.com

FILSON

J. CREW

BOOKHOU

Cotton McCurry Tote,
$245, ﬁlson.com

Leather Downing Tote,
$178, jcrew.com

Zip Tote,
$100, bookhou.com

TUMI

SUNNYLIFE

MZ WALLACE

1975 Day Tote,
$795, tumi.com

Bronte Design,
$45, burkedecor.com

Medium Metro Tote,
$215, mzwallace.com
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HOW
TO

HOW TO

PACK LIKE A
TRAVEL ADVISOR
Suggestions from a few
on-the-go gurus.

• CREATE A PACKING SPREADSHEET. Organized by day and
event (especially good for
cruising), it takes the guesswork out of what to wear
and when.
– Jane Martz, San Francisco

PLAN
AHEAD

An advisor-approved vacation countdown.
9-12 MONTHS
START PLANNING
Your travel advisor can help with accommodation options and the best dates to
travel. For involved trips such as Antarctic
expeditions and African safaris, and anywhere in the Caribbean over the holidays,
booking early – right around a year in
advance – is essential. If you’re interested
in expedited customs clearance via the
Global Entry program, get the application
process started about a year out as well.

Wear heavier items on travel
days to free up suitcase space.
– Lindsey Epperly, Atlanta

Secure flights, hotels, and required visas,
and confirm that your passport is good
to go: For many countries, it’s invalid if it
expires within six months of your return.

• USE A GARMENT BAG. Stow

• CARRY ON A DUFFEL BAG
INSTEAD OF A WHEEL-ABOARD.

2-4 MONTHS
NAIL DOWN DETAILS
Work with your advisor to map out an itinerary, make restaurant reservations, and
book tours. Pay attention to logistics, like
the fact that many museums in Europe are
closed on Mondays or Tuesdays.

1 MONTH
DON’T FORGET THE ANIMALS

You’re less likely to be asked
to gate-check it, you can pack
more in it, and it weighs less.
– Michael King, Leawood, Kansas

• ZIP VALUABLES AND ESSENTIALS (MEDICINE, CAMERA,
JEWELRY) IN A PLASTIC BAG.

VEER

If you have to gate-check your
suitcase, it’ll save you from
having to search for everything. – Jean Pickard, Atlanta
For more advisor packing tips, go
to Virtuoso.com/HowTo.

– Louisa Gehring,
Virtuoso advisor,
Cincinnati

5-8 MONTHS
BOOK THE BASICS

• LAYER YOUR TRAVEL OUTFIT.

clothes (on wire hangers in
dry-cleaning bags) in a thin
nylon garment bag inside your
luggage. When you unpack, just
lift the bag out and hang it up.
– David Rubin, Corona del
Mar, California

*TIP

“Even though many
airports have free Wi-Fi,
download speeds are usually
slow, so make sure you have
what you want for the plane ride
ahead of time.”

Arrange for a sitter to look after your pets,
or make a boarding reservation.

1-2 WEEKS
START PACKING
Leave time to pick up last-minute items,
such as adapters and travel-size products.

2 HOURS
ARRIVE AT THE AIRPORT

1-3 DAYS
PREP FOR TRANSIT
Set travel alerts on your credit cards, sign
up for airline notifications, and download
movies, e-books, and apps for your flight.

… with time to spare (and shop).
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1.

3.

2.
13.

4.

12.
11.

5.

6.
10.

9.
8.

TRAVEL
BEAUTIFULLY...
On our packing list: Essential
(and TSA-friendly) beauty finds.
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1. WANDER BEAUTY
On-the-Glow blush and
illuminator, $42,
wanderbeauty.com
2. ELIZABETH DEHN
Vitamin E Active
Moisture eye balm, $48,
capbeauty.com
3. BYREDO roll-on
perfume oil in Blanche,
$78, byredo.com
4. DE MAMIEL Altitude oil,
$44, capbeauty.com
5. BYREDO La Tulipe hand
cream, $35, byredo.com

6. BOBBI BROWN Greige
eye palette, $70, bobbi
browncosmetics.com
7. LEATHEROLOGY
makeup brush roll, $30,
leatherology.com
8. SEPHORA COLLECTION Skinny Brush Set,
$39, sephora.com
9. KÉRASTASE V.I.P.
dry volumizing and
texturizing spray, $20,
kerastase-usa.com
10. GLAMGLOW
ThirstyMud hydrating

treatment, $19,
sephora.com
11. JAO Refresher
disinfectant and aromatherapy spray, $10,
jaobrand.com
12. SU:M37 Miracle
Rose cleansing stick,
$34, sokoglam.com
13. BENEFIT They’re
Real! mascara deluxe
mini, $12, benefit
cosmetics.com

CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS
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12.
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... AND
HANDSOMELY

For dapper days abroad, travel-size
staples to stow in your carry-on.

1. SPERRY Sandal &
Shoe refresher from
Shoe Care travel kit,
$18, sperry.com
2. LUCKY TIGER lip balm,
$3, getluckytiger.com
3. KIEHL’S In-Flight
refreshing facial mist,
$14, kiehls.com
4. PRORASO shaving
cream, $3, spruce
apothecary.com
5. JACK BLACK shampoo from travel set, $24,
nordstrom.com

6. URSA MAJOR
fortifying face balm,
$36, ursamajorvt.com
7. KENT folding comb,
$14, soapkings.com
8. EVERY MAN JACK
beard oil in Sandalwood,
$10, everymanjack.com
9. GROOMING LOUNGE
Best Face aftershave
from Greatest Shave
Ever Try Me kit, $29,
groominglounge.com
10. PORT PRODUCTS
Daily Essentials travel

kit, $28, themotley.com
11. KIEHL’S First Class
purifying hand treatment, $18, kiehls.com
12. DIOR HOMME Eau
for Men, $62, dior.com
13. WOODY’S QUALITY
GROOMING Headwax
pomade, $17, loxa
beauty.com
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CRAFT DISTILLERS
TAKE OFF: NOW
ON CARTS ABOUT
THE CABIN.
Sip gin, vodka,
and rum from
Seattle’s Sun Liquor
Distillery on Alaska
Airlines.

American
Airlines serves
Austin favorite
Tito’s Handmade Vodka.

The in-flight gin and
tonic, perfected.

HOW
TO

RAISE YOUR
SPIRITS IN THE SKY
Mix bartender-quality drinks with TSA-friendly Carry-on Cocktail Kits. Each reusable palm-size tin contains
a linen coaster, recipe card, and stainless steel spoon/muddler, plus the necessary ingredients for two drinks
(aromatic bitters and cane sugar for old-fashioneds, tonic syrup for G&Ts, ginger syrup for Moscow mules). Flag
down the flight attendant for spirits and pour a round for your seatmate. $24, carryoncocktailkit.com.
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Foss Distillery’s
birch-ﬂavored
Björk and
Birkir liqueurs
bring a taste
of the outdoors
to Icelandair
ﬂights.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

Say aloha to
Ko-loa Rum and
Ocean organic
sugarcane vodka
on Hawaiian
Airlines.

Hyatt ® and Park Hyatt ® names, designs and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation. ©2014 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.
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MORE THAN 30 EXQUISITE HOTELS WORLDWIDE.
FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
#MYLUXLIST

LUXURY is PERSONAL

HOW
TO

FLY IN
STYLE

KLM ROYAL
DUTCH AIRLINES
For these contemporary
kits, the airline teamed
with Amsterdam-based
design duo Viktor&Rolf.

Thanks to collaborations with
high-end fashion houses and
beauty lines, you won’t be leaving
these amenity kits behind.

CATHAY PACIFIC
His-and-hers kits filled
with Aesop and Jurlique
skin-care products.

AIR NEW ZEALAND
Inside: Antipodes Nature
lip balm, an eye mask,
and printed socks.
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QANTAS
Kits by Kate Spade and
Jack Spade make for
great makeup and gear
bags post-trip.

EMIRATES
Bulgari fragrances and
bags: suede for her,
Italian leather for him.

AIR FRANCE
A leather Givenchy bag
and Biologique Recherche
beauty products – très chic.

AMERICAN AIRLINES
The “America West”
themed kit is part of a
series commemorating
the airline’s heritage.
(Bonus: It doubles as a
tablet sleeve.)

HAWAIIAN AIRLINES
This pouch, the work
of local designer
Manuheali’i, includes
Loli’i skin-care products
and a bamboo comb.

SINGAPORE AIRLINES

PHOTO CREDIT

Ferragamo bags for him
and her come with the
designer’s Acqua
Essenziale cologne and
Signorina perfume.
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Sco and
f
Adven ure

Bluesmart, with
worldwide GPS
tracking.

HOW
TO

SURVIVE
LOSING LUGGAGE
A missing suitcase doesn’t have to mean a doomed trip.

Although it’s a rare occurrence considering
her travel schedule, Birmingham, Alabamabased Virtuoso travel advisor Haisley Smith
has had bags lost or delayed on numerous
trips – including in Lisbon on her honeymoon. Here’s her hard-won advice.
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St. Andrews
Memories

4 Nights luxury, five-star
Old Course Hotel & Spa

• BEFORE YOU GO: Pack items that are tough
to replace or shop for in your carry-on: medicines, a small bag of makeup essentials, flipflops, and a swimsuit – there’s nothing worse
than trying to buy a new swimsuit! I also
pack a dress that can double as a cover-up.

• NEVER LEAVE HOME WITHOUT TRAVEL
INSURANCE: Most policies from Travelex
and Allianz Global Assistance have allowances for lost and delayed luggage. Check
your policy, then hit the shops.

• AT THE AIRPORT: Keep baggage receipt
bar codes in a safe, easy-to-access spot,
such as your wallet or inside purse pocket.
Don’t wait until the carousel stops – send a
member of your party to the airline office
when the bags start dwindling. That way,
you’re first in line to report lost luggage.
Ask the airline representative to write the
luggage-tracking phone number and web
address clearly on two business cards.

• AT THE HOTEL: Keep one card for
yourself; give the other one to the hotel
concierge and ask for help tracking and
retrieving your bags. Let the concierge be
tied to the phone while you start enjoying
your vacation!

DIALED IN

New smart luggage means no more missed connections.

Travel dates throughout 2016
Virtuoso rates from $5,998

(based upon four golfers sharing)

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor

Trunkster packs a built-in
scale and charging port.
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Lift the handle
on Bluesmart’s
new carry-on,
and its built-in
scale weighs
the bag while a
complimentary
app displays the
weight on your
phone. A TSAapproved digital
lock provides
security via Bluetooth, and you can
track it worldwide through
3G connectivity.
The tech-friendly
bag includes an
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exterior pocket
with sleeves for
both laptops and
tablets, as well
as a battery that
stores six cell
phone charges.
$400, bluesmart.
com.
Trunkster redesigns luggage with
a roll-top entry in
place of zippers
for toughness and
easy access. Its
ﬁrst two pieces,
a carry-on and a
27-inch checked

bag, debut in
November with a
built-in scale, USB
charging port,
and a removable
battery powerful
enough to charge
an iPhone eight
times. An optional
GPS tracking
device provides
three traces – you
can remove it to
use with other luggage as well. $325
(carry-on) and
$350 (checked);
GPS tracker, $40,
trunkster.co.

HOW
TO

LOOK GOOD
IN TRANSIT
Tips from personal stylist and
St. Regis Mexico City shopping
concierge Marco Corral.

AD XXXXX
• Find a refined yet comfortable look that
reflects your personality. Go for fabrics
that won’t wrinkle easily; St. John, Banana Republic, and Uniqlo all make good
wrinkle-free pieces.

If BLEED, make it ft and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.

• Keep accessories to a minimum –
remember, you’re on a trip, not at a party.

• Women: Take a tip from
airport-style superstar
Kate Moss, who always
looks posh but comfortable. Try a nice blouse
with roomy pants or a
simple dress with small
accessories, a light
cashmere sweater, and
ballerina flats.

There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

FOR EVERY SAFARI SOLD, WE SEND
AN AFRICAN CHILD TO SCHOOL

(KATE MOSS) KP/NW/CORBIS,
(STEVE MCQUEEN) CORBIS

• Men: Corral is
inspired by legendary actor Steve McQueen’s casual cool.
Try a long-sleeve
V-neck shirt with
chinos or light wool
pants (Ermenegildo
Zegna, for instance).
In cooler weather,
add a tailored jacket
or blazer.
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Nine-Time #1 Winner, Travel+Leisure World’s Best Safari Outfitter
and Five-Time Condé Nast Traveler Winner, World Savers Awards.
What more could you ask of your safari company?

Contact your Virtuoso
Travel Advisor for details.

HOW
TO

KEEP
THE PEACE
Dodge awkward encounters abroad
by avoiding key cultural faux pas.

DON’T FORGET
YOUR MANNERS.
Learn a few words in the country’s language, such as “hello,” “goodbye,” “please,” and
“thank you” (we’ve got you covered on page 107). “I always try
to learn ten basic words in the
local language before I travel,”
says Virtuoso travel advisor Peter Friedman of Delray Beach,
Florida. “The free iTranslate
app is great and has more than
90 languages.”
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DO BE CAREFUL
WITH HAND GESTURES.
In China, it’s rude to point with
your index finger, and in Brazil,
the gesture that means “A-OK”
in the U.S. (making a circle by
touching your index finger to
your thumb) is considered obscene. Use an open hand – not
just an index finger – if you
need to point at something, and
in general, avoid peace signs,
thumbs-ups, and other gestures that may not mean the
same in your travel destination
as they do back home.

DON’T BE
DISRESPECTFUL .
Speaking negatively about the
royal family in Thailand is
an offense so serious it could
land you in prison. And even
if people don’t speak your language, they may still understand you. “Don’t talk loudly
about how strange the local
dress is or how bizarre the food
tastes,” says Lanie Denslow,
president of the Protocol &
Diplomacy International –
Protocol Officers Association.

“Your behavior sets a reputation for your home country.”

DO COVER UP,
ESPECIALLY IN CONSERVATIVE COUNTRIES.
In Muslim countries such as
Morocco, women should dress
modestly. “Pack long pants or
skirts, and shirts that have a
collar and cover the shoulders,”
says Virtuoso travel advisor
Tracy Fiala of Calgary, Canada.
“You’ll get a warmer reception if you try to follow local
customs and religious beliefs.”

Bring a light scarf and use it to
cover your head or arms before
entering sacred buildings.

DON’T PHOTOGRAPH
SOMEONE WITHOUT
PERMISSION.
Some of the most stunning
travel shots capture citizens of
other cultures, but don’t start
snapping away without getting
the OK. If there’s a language
barrier, hold your camera toward your subject and politely
nod to let them know you’d like
to take their picture.

PAUL THURLBY

DO ARRIVE AWARE.
Before your trip, research a
bit about the country you’re
headed to. “You don’t have to
know a lot, but general awareness is important, and people
will appreciate that you’re informed,” says Gayle Cotton, author of Say Anything to Anyone,
Anywhere! 5 Keys to Successful
Cross-Cultural Communication.
To prepare, there’s a wealth of
resources to browse online, including CultureGrams, downloadable guides to more than
200 countries (culturegrams.
com, $4.95 each).

DON’T JUST DREAM IT,
Destinati

Live

it !

:

Africa South Africa, Egypt, Zimbabwe • Asia Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Vietnam, Hong Kong, China, Japan, South Korea, Philippines, Macau • Australia • Europe
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Switzerland, Germany,
Netherlands, Sweden • Indian Ocean Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles • New Zealand • S. Pacific
Tahiti, Fiji, Cook Islands, Samoa, Tonga, New Caladonia, Vanuatu • UAE Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Oman

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for more information!

GO ON A LUXURY VACATION OF YOUR DREAMS

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for more information!

AD XXXXX
HOW
TO

SAY “PLEASE” AND
“THANK YOU”
IN 8 LANGUAGES
Because a little courtesy
can go a long way.

FRENCH

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.

Love Your Tr

or?

Your referrals are the ultimate compliment.
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and cenPlease
share the love with friends and family.
tered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

The world’s ﬁnest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

PLEASE: s’il vous plaît (see-voo-PLAY)
THANK YOU: merci (mare-SEE)

HINDI
PLEASE: kripaya (kree-pah-YA)
THANK YOU: dhanyavaad (thun-yuh-VOD)

ITALIAN
PLEASE: per favore (pehr FAH-voh-reh)
THANK YOU: grazie (graht-ZEE-EH)

JAPANESE

BE INSPIRED BY THE ICON
THAT REDEFINES THE ALPINE EXPERIENCE

AD XXXXX

PLEASE: onegaishimasu
(oh-NEH-guy-shee-mahs)
THANK YOU: arigato (ah-REE-gah-toe)

KOREAN

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.

PLEASE: juseyo (JOO-sae-yo)
THANK YOU: kamsahamnida
(KAHM-sah-HAHM-nee-dah)

MANDARIN
PLEASE: qing (ching)
THANK YOU: xie xie (SHEE-eh SHEE-eh)

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

SPANISH

There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

PAUL THURLBY

PLEASE: por favor (poor faw-VOOR)
THANK YOU: gracias (GRAH-see-as)

SWAHILI

INTERCONTINENTAL DAVOS
Baslerstrasse 9, 7260 Davos Dorf, Switzerland

PLEASE: tafadhali (tah-fa-DAHL-ee)
THANK YOU: asante (ah-SAHN-tay)
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www.facebook.com/InterContinentalDavos
www.instagram.com/intercontinental_davos
www.twitter.com/ICDavos
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HOW
TO

CALABRIAN
CHILIES Coastal
Diamante is
Italy’s chili
hotbed; the
southern town
hosts a pepper
festival each
September.

SPICE
IT UP

BLACK LAVA AND
RED ALAEA SEA SALT
Hawaiian salt-making
traditions date back
centuries – today,
Molokai produces the
islands’ purest.

Few things conjure a
sense of place like taste.
Hunt for these seasonings
on your travels and serve
up memories back home.

MOROCCAN
SAFFRON

TASMANIAN
PEPPER BERRIES
This Aussie bush
staple packs a
more complex
heat than most
peppercorns.

Berber families
from the mountain village of
Taliouine harvest some of
the world’s best
saffron each fall.
Look for long,
thin, deep-red
fillaments.

CARDAMOM
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PIMENT
D’ESPELETTE
A pinch lends a
mild heat with a
touch of smoke
and je ne sais
quoi befitting
its namesake
village in southern France.

VANILLA
Simmer down:
Let epicures debate Madagascar
versus Tahiti. Both
country’s pods
make a sweet treat.

CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

CEYLON CINNAMON
True that: The rolled
bark from Sri Lanka –
also known as true cinnamon – is more delicate
in both taste and touch
than its common cousin,
cassia cinnamon.

Traditionally from
India’s Malabar
Coast (though
Guatemala now
leads exports),
the world’s thirdmost-expensive
spice is a key
component of
curries, chai, and
Arabic coffee.

Belgian Beer
Experiences
IN FLANDERS - BELGIUM

For the world’s best beer experiences

For more information: info@visitfanders.com

HOW TO

MAXIMIZE
YOUR
HOTEL STAY

Florida-based Virtuoso travel advisor Stacy
Hart remembers getting the call. Her clients
had a newborn and wanted to know: Could
she coordinate delivery of their own baby
blankets to their hotel, and make sure the
crib would be ready (with the right blankets)
at check-in? Hart did both, and The Great
Blanket Caper went off without a hitch –
which illustrates a broader point.
“The whole Virtuoso network is about
relationships,” Hart says. “I know the hoteliers, the hotel sales managers, the staff. I’ve
worked with them for years. Pretty much
anything can be done for any traveler on the
strength of those relationships.”

A few more ways to get the most out of a
great hotel:
Get to know the staff. The concierge is
always a great resource, but the entire staff
knows what to see and do at your destination.
“Schedule a spa appointment or a personal shopper if your flight gets in early and
the room isn’t ready,” says San Diego-based
advisor Jen Neivert. “You might prefer to be
napping, but this can recharge you.”

Can you hear it now?
The sound of your inner voice
no longer on mute

When flying overnight, work with your
advisor to turn a fourth- or fifth-night-free
offer into the night before you arrive, so your
room is ready for an early-morning arrival.
Have your advisor call ahead and stock
the minibar with your preferences.
If the hotel has butler service, use it – for
everything from packing (and unpacking)
to reserving pool space to coordinating
dinner parties.

AD XXXXX
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Reserve your week at Golden Door in San Marcos, CA with a Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

(ILLUSRATION) PAUL THURLBY

Make the most of a hotel’s
many perks.

HOW TO

VACATION SWIMMINGLY The hotel pool is your family’s best friend.
The trick to great family travel:
Keep everyone happy. Enter
the hotel pool. Here, four of our
favorites for the whole family.

Judy Perl, “and families can
also go to the island’s Poseidon
Thermal Gardens – a park with
22 different pools.”

1. Aquarium Immersion:
Four Seasons Resort Hualalai
at Historic Ka‘upulehu, Hawaii

3. Rubber Duck Races:
The Phoenician, Scottsdale

“King’s Pond is essentially
an aquarium you can swim
in, with more than 3,000 fish
and 75 different species,” says
Massachusetts-based Virtuoso
travel advisor Erin Logsdon.
Snorkel, then stick around for
events such as ray feedings.
2. Take the Waters: Terme
Manzi Hotel & Spa, Ischia, Italy

“There’s a world-class thermal
pool at the hotel,” says New
York City-based agency owner

“The Phoenician hires pool attendants who are great with
kids,” says Phoenix-based advisor Gena Stoll. “Its Oasis complex has a 5,000-square-foot
‘spray ground,’ ‘dive-in’ movies,
and rubber duck races.”

1.

2.

3.

4.

4. Everything’s Bigger in Dubai:
Wild Wadi Water Park Guests

at the Burj Al Arab get complimentary access to this giant
park with pools, rivers, and thrill
rides. “Honestly,” Perl says, “it’s
the mother of all kid pools.”

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it ﬁt and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX. Perfume of citrus groves on a sunrise hike.
Ads should have been designed
beauty of Japanese design and antique art.
with bleed on all sides for Quiet
balance
when imported. Inspired classes that get body and mind moving.

A massage every day in your room.
If NON-BLEED, make it ﬁt and centered in the LIGHT GRAYPure
BOX.ﬂavor of food picked yards from your table.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

A place that brings you back to you.

It’s all inside.

Voted #1 Destination Spa in the World,
Travel+Leisure World’s Best Awards 2015

Austin-Bergstrom
Salt Lick Bar-B-Que,
West Terminal

Los Angeles
International
Kogi BBQ Truck,
Terminal 4

Hong Kong
International
Crystal Jade,
Terminal 1

Judging from the
crowds chef Roy
Choi’s Korean tacos
draw around L.A., his
four-wheeled outpost
inside American Airlines’ terminal won’t
risk getting ticketed
and towed for being
unattended.

“Crystal Jade is my
favorite for delicious
Shanghainese dishes
such as pork dumplings
and hot-and-sour soup
with noodles.”
– Charlotte Harris,
travel advisor,
Hong Kong

New York – JFK
Uptown Brasserie,
Terminal 4
House-smoked
salmon, a fresh juice
bar, and soul-food
favorites such as
fried chicken with
collards and blackened catfish with
cowpeas are highlights on chef Marcus
Samuelsson’s menu.

“I live about three
miles from the
original location,
and you’d have to be
a true connoisseur
to know the meats
aren’t sliced and
sauced in the Hill
Country. The brisket
plate is my personal
favorite – or maybe
the turkey if I’m on
a health kick.”
– Keith Waldon, travel
agency owner, Austin

HOW
TO

EAT WELL IN TRANSIT
London Heathrow
The Perfectionists’
Café, Terminal 2

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta
One Flew South, Terminal E

Heston Blumenthal’s
roasted chicken, fishand-chips, wood-fired
Neapolitan pizzas, and
liquid-nitrogen-frozen
ice cream are almost
reason enough to miss
flights. (Service is
quick, so you won’t.)

The world’s busiest airport
finally gets a high-flying
restaurant; globe-trotting
New South plates range
from sushi to pulled-duck
sandwiches to fennelcrusted swordfish.

Singapore Changi
Peach Garden Noodle
House, Terminal 1
“The deep-fried prawn with
wasabi salad cream really
packs a punch, and travelers with sweet tooths will
love the chilled black rice
with ice cream in young
coconut – or try one of the
shave-ice desserts.”
– Hui-Juan Lim, travel
agency co-owner, Singapore
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Miami International
La Carreta, Terminal D
“I can’t go to the airport
and not stop at La Carreta
for Cuban coffee, a ham
croquette, and a guava
pastry before my flight. If
you have time to sit, order
the grilled palomilla steak
with black beans, white
rice, and plantains – and
flan for dessert.”
– Alina C. Barcia,
travel advisor, Miami

(HEATHROW) DAVID GRIFFIN, (LAX) AUDREY MA, (JFK) MARCUS SAMUELSSON GROUP, (MIAMI) JEFF GREENBERG/ALAMY

Airport restaurants worth an early arrival.

THE WRITER’S PENTHOUSE

TIME IS THE MOST PRECIOUS LUXURY
DON’T REGRET WHERE YOU SPEND IT
Welcome to Corinthia. London’s 21st Century Grand Hotel.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR RESERVATIONS

HOW TO

TRAVEL
SUSTAINABLY

Three steps to a
better world.

FLY RIGHT. Nature vacations
save endangered species
and fragile habitats. In 2011,
for example, outcry from
travelers and tour operators
helped put the brakes on
a proposed highway across
the Serengeti. Airlines
have stepped up their ecoinitiatives, but we can make
an impact before boarding.
Purchase carbon offsets
from a reputable organization such as MyClimate
(myclimate.org). The cost to
offset an NYC-to-Cape Town
flight, for example, is $142.

HOW
TO

LEARN
A NEW TRICK
Bring home more than just a souvenir from your next trip.
Hula … two ways. Grab a hoop and twirl your way through a HulaFit class on the roof of the
210-room Berkeley in London. (Doubles from $622, including breakfast daily and a $95 dining credit.
HulaFit class, $102, through October 28.) For a traditional take on hula, turn up for complimentary
lessons in the Hawaiian art form at the Big Island’s 258-room Mauna Kea Beach Hotel. (Doubles
from $579, including breakfast daily.)
What the hoopla’s
about in London.

TRAVEL WITH A WINNER.
Each year the Virtuoso
Sustainable Tourism
Leadership Awards recognize the world’s top socially and environmentally
responsible tour operators.
This year’s winner: Natural
Habitat Adventures, which
introduced the world’s first
hybrid safari truck, a retrofitted Toyota Highlander. The
carbon-neutral tour company’s long-term partnership
with World Wildlife Fund lets
travelers learn firsthand
about the conservation of
endangered species.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Avoid
voluntourism holidays
focused on orphanages and
young children: A growing
number of studies show
that repeat emotional
attachments and abandonments from waves of
well-meaning volunteers
take a psychological toll on
children. The best way to
make a positive impact is
environmentally, through
organizations such as
the Sierra Club or Tourism Cares, which kicks
off its series of short-term
volunteer programs in U.S.
national parks at the Grand
Canyon in November.

1 14
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Bust a move. On every Holland America Line sailing through November 24, instructors lead
complimentary Dancing with the Stars-approved lessons. Perfect your cha-cha on a 14-day Caribbean cruise (round-trip from Fort Lauderdale) aboard the 2,104-passenger Eurodam. Departure:
November 8; from $999.
Cook barbacoa-style. Practice the ancient technique of
barbacoa – cooking meat in an underground pit – during a handson lesson at Los Cabos, Mexico’s 83-suite Las Ventanas al Paraíso.
Afterward, sample your work during a family-style dinner. Suites
from $1,075, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit. Barbacoa
lessons from $190 per person.
Sip like a sommelier. At California’s 181-room Carmel Valley Ranch, sommelier Dave Eriksen directs a monthly winetasting series. The course includes at least six wines, along with Eriksen’s take
on the characteristics of each pour. Doubles from $375, including
breakfast daily and a $100 activity credit. Tasting sessions, $45.

Master muay thai. Take it to the (open-air, oceanfront) ring
during a muay thai lesson at Six Senses Yao Noi, on an island off
the coast of Phuket, Thailand. The private, hour-long martial arts
session at the 56-villa resort boosts agility and speed. Villas from
$577, including breakfast daily. Muay thai lessons, $45.

ADD A LITTLE ROMANCE
TO YOUR VACATION
Turn memorable into unforgettable as breathtaking beauty provides
the backdrop to your most cherished moments. From hot air balloon
rides over untouched landscapes to ﬁve-star spas under the open
African sky, romance is just one of the Big 5 South African
experiences you simply cannot miss.
Visit www.southafrica.net

WHAT’S YOUR BIG 5?
SAFARI / CULTURE / ROMANCE / ADVENTURE / ENTERTAINMENT

Inspiring new ways

HOW
TO

HOW
TO

*TIP

STAY HEALTHY
ON THE ROAD

Stash these in your carry-on, just in case.

1

“Repurpose an airline
amenity kit to stock items
such as medicines, bandages,
lip balm, safety pins, etc. – all
the things you think you’ll never
need, until you do.”

– Laura Epstein, Virtuoso
travel advisor,
Atlanta

KEEP AN EYE
ON THINGS
AT HOME
Tech finds for maintaining
peace of mind.

2

3

5

Canary’s HD camera is housed
in a sleek device that won’t clash
with your decor. Download the
free app to livestream footage; you’ll get alerts whenever
anything out of the ordinary is
detected. $249, canary.is.

4

1. VIM & VIGR COMPRESSION SOCKS
Slip on these snazzy knee-highs after takeoff to reduce swelling and aid circulation. $33, vimvigr.com.

2. BEROCCA VITAMIN MINERAL SUPPLEMENT

Belkin’s WeMo Insight Switch
lets you control electronics from
your phone. Plug a lamp or TV
into the outlet, download the free
app, and set the timer to have it
go on at sunset. $60, belkin.com.

Who knows if these effervescent tablets, containing caffeine, can really stop a cold, cure a hangover, or
boost energy, but the cult product – found widely in international pharmacies – is now available in the U.S.
(albeit with a different formula). $5, amazon.com.

3. WIRELESS WIPES
You don’t even want to know how many germs your cell phone harbors. These wipes smell great – rosemary
mint, green tea cucumber, pomegranate citrus – and won’t streak your screen. $2.50, wirelesswipes.com.

4. T SPHERES AROMATHERAPY-INFUSED MASSAGE BALLS
We first discovered these at the Remède Spa at The St. Regis San Francisco. With essential oils that range
from invigorating (peppermint, grapefruit) to relaxing (lavender, rose geranium), they’re perfect for rolling
out the kinks on long flights. From $20, tspheres.com.

5. COCO LUXE ORGANIC COCONUT OIL
Some travelers swallow a spoonful of antimicrobial coconut oil to ward off sickness. Even if you don’t buy the
miracle-cure hype, this portable tube multitasks to treat dry skin, hair, nails, and lips. $12, cocoluxeorganic.com.
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*TIP

“Ask a friend or neighbor to
come by and check your mail,
switch on a different set of floodlights, and open and close the garage
door. It’s always good to have activity
around the house while
you’re away.”

– Rachel Morrell, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Carmel,
Indiana

HOW
TO

ROLL LIKE A LOCAL
A primer on four of our favorite city bike-shares.

118

NEW YORK
Citi Bike

MIAMI
Citi Bike

LONDON
Santander Cycles

HOW-TO

Call the number printed
on any bike at one of 50
lock stations, and give
the customer-assistance
rep (who speaks English)
your credit card for an
unlock code. When you’re
done, relock it to any
central-Berlin kiosk and
call to check it back in.

Download the complimentary Citi Bike app for realtime availability at more
than 100 stations in Manhattan and Brooklyn, then
swipe your credit card at
the nearest station.

As in NYC, use the Citi
Bike Miami app. With
1,750 bikes at 170 stations, it’s an excellent
program – especially for
exploring north-south
along Miami Beach up to
Bal Harbour.

Swipe your credit card
at one of hundreds of
stations throughout
London to unlock a bike.

PRICE

Free for the ﬁrst 30 minutes, then eight cents per
minute, or a maximum of
$13 per day.

$9.95 per day or $25 per
week – rides less than 30
minutes are free.

$4 for 30 minutes, with
a $24-per-day maximum.

Free for the ﬁrst 30
minutes and about $3
for each subsequent
half hour.

ADVISOR
INSIGHT

“Berlin is ideal for biking,”
says Gabriel D. Doucet
Donida, co-owner of a
Munich-based Virtuoso
travel agency. “It’s relatively ﬂat, and all neighborhoods have dedicated
bike lanes or pathways.”

RECOMMENDED
RIDE

“You can drive near Berlin’s most famous monuments,” Donida says, “but
you can pedal beneath
the Brandenburg Gate.
In general, bikes are far
quicker for touring central
city sights.”

Take the West Side
Highway bike path from
Midtown to downtown to
stroll along the High Line
and visit the Meatpacking
District’s new Whitney
Museum (there’s a bike
kiosk right there).

With more than 70 galleries, four museums, and
a great dining scene, the
Wynwood Arts District
is fast becoming Miami’s
trendiest neighborhood
(see page 158 for what to
do there). Cab it over, and
check out a bike from one
of its eight kiosks.

“London’s Greenwich
and Hyde Park are leafy
havens,” Marchant
says. “And the Thames
embankment has wide,
dedicated cycle lanes with
fantastic city views.”

NO-GO

“Bike routes are policed,”
Donida cautions. “You’ll
get ﬁned for drinking
and biking throughout
Germany.”

“Once around the park”
sounds fun, but Central
Park has hills and there’s
no kiosk north of West 61st
Street – once you commit,
you’re in for the lap.

Don’t ride between Miami
Beach and downtown:
The bike-friendly Venetian
Causeway is closed for repairs until early 2016, and
the alternate causeways
are dangerous.

“On weekends, Piccadilly
Circus and Oxford Circus
are recipes for trafﬁc and
stress,” warns Marchant.
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“There’s at least one
docking station, and often
several, near any tourist
sight,” says Tom Marchant,
who co-owns a Virtuoso
travel agency in London.
“Plan your route right, and
you can often explore for
free the entire day.”

(BERLIN) MANUEL FABA ORTEGA/ISTOCK PHOTO, (NEW YORK) TRAIT2LUMIERE/ISTOCK PHOTO,
(MIAMI) PGIAM/ISTOCK PHOTO, (LONDON) LEONARDO PATRIZI/ISTOCK PHOTO

BERLIN
Call a Bike

HOW
TO

APPRECIATE ART

Keep it simple and skip the cocktail reception.

Katherine Hinds, longtime curator of Miami’s venerable modern and contemporary
Margulies Collection, says, “When you experience very sublime things, like walking
on the beach or climbing to the summit of a beautiful mountain, you don’t always understand the physics or geology or climatology of the place, but somehow you enjoy it.
It can be the same way with art. You don’t need to understand it to enjoy it. Just take it
in.” Other tips:

• When visiting a large

• Visit galleries on quiet

• Ask museum docents

institution such as the
Met, choose the wing
you want to see, and even
seek out a particular
piece to make the outing
more fun.

weekday mornings (not
during openings), when
gallerists aren’t too busy
to discuss works.

to direct you to the “most
featured” piece in their
area.

Test-drive Hinds’ advice at one of her picks for this fall:
The blockbuster retrospective of A merican minimalist Frank Stella’s career at New York’s new Whitney Museum (opens October 30).
The Margulies Collection at the Warehouse’s exhibition of German painter and
sculptor Anselm Kiefer’s work (opens October 28).

Frank Stella’s Gobba, zoppa e collotorto, 1985 (top) and Anselm Kiefer’s Sprache der Vögel, 1989.

REMEMBER A NAME

The most important word in anyone’s language.
“People crave and appreciate recognition,” says Offer Nissenbaum, managing director of The Peninsula Beverly Hills. And his hotel delivers it, going
to CIA-level lengths with staff briefings on the day’s arrivals and guest preferences, and photos of new guests posted in back-of-house areas.
How to improve name recollection at home and while traveling? Nissenbaum, who interacts with scores of new people every day, suggests focusing
on an aspect of someone’s personality that reminds you of something else –
a geographical or visual cue. “If someone is from Montréal, for instance, I
can remember that I lived in Montréal, and this is Mr. Jones from Montréal.
Or if someone looks like Tony Bennett, I use that connection to remember
their name.”
And if you forget a name? “Be honest and transparent. There’s nothing
wrong with saying, ‘I’m so sorry, please remind me of your name,’ ” Nissenbaum says. “We are all human.”
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(ANSELM KIEFER) COLLECTION MARTIN Z. MARGULIES, (FRANK STELLA) 2015 FRANK STELLA/
ARTISTS RIGHTS SOCIETY (ARS), NEW YORK, (ILLUSTRATION) PAUL THURLBY

HOW
TO

N 26.111775 W 80.107156
ThIS IS ExACTlY whERE YOu wANT TO bE.

NOV 5-9, 2015
The largesT display of boaTs, yachTs and accessories is
reTurning To The #1 boaT show on The planeT.

FOR TICKETS, INFORMATION AND VIP PACKAGES, CONTACT YOuR VIRTuOSO TRAVEl ADVISOR.

HO
TO W

CHOOSE
YOUR
OCEAN
CRUISE
A primer based on your ideal weekend morning.
ON SUNDAYS, I WAKE TO …

Coffee and the New York Times

Waffles, Bacon, and Cartoons

A Game Plan for Fun

Social reading, or
serious business?

Bringing the kids?

Cities: love ’em
or leave ’em?

Commandeer a Lawn
Club cabana on
Celebrity Cruises’
2,886-passenger
Silhouette. Catch up
on world events, walk
across its real grass
lawn for painting
workshops, and cook
steaks on the outdoor
grill before catching
a stage production
at night. Eight-day
Caribbean sailings
from Fort Lauderdale
blend colonial history
with beach escapes.
Departures: Multiple
dates through March
27, 2016; from $699.

Panorama, four
letters: Pencil in a
270-degree sunrise
view over coffee at
The Observation
Bar on Seabourn’s
450-passenger
Sojourn. The ship’s 14day cruises between
Hong Kong and
Singapore make use
of the line’s UNESCO
partnership to enrich
Vietnam excursions in
Ha Long Bay and Hue.
Departures: Multiple
dates, January 3
through February 28,
2016; from $5,999.

Not a chance.

Breeze off to Tahiti
for seven days of
beaches, barbecues,
and coral gardens on
Windstar Cruises’
148-passenger Wind
Spirit. The four-masted
ship sails with a host
of water toys and
calls on five French
Polynesian islands
during round-trip
voyages from Papeete.
Departures: Multiple
dates year-round;
from $2,999.

The family
who plays
together …

Downtime?
Only on
elevators.

Play hooky (but just a
bit) in the Bahamas
with Disney Cruise
Line: Many of the
4,000-passenger
Disney Dream’s fourday sailings depart Port
Canaveral on Fridays
for minimal missed
school. Kids can race
down a 765-foot-long
water coaster and
catch performances
by favorite characters
while parents relax at
the adults-only pool.
Departures: Multiple
dates through April 29,
2016; from $1,211.

Norwegian Cruise
Line’s new Escape
buzzes with activities –
the industry’s largest
water park, bocce
courts, Broadway-style
shows, a Mondavi wine
bar, and an outdoor
nightclub – as well as
restaurants from Iron
Chef Jose Garces.
The 4,248-passenger
ship’s seven-day,
eastern Caribbean
cruises from Miami
start in November.
Departures: Multiple
dates, November 21,
2015, through July 16,
2016; from $569.

Let’s get wild.

Discover Hawaiian
wilderness aboard
Un-Cruise Adventures’ 36-passenger
Safari Explorer.
Cruise for eight days
between Molokai
and the Big Island
with stops to hike to
waterfalls and lava
tubes and snorkel
with giant Pacific
manta rays – at
night. Departures:
Multiple dates,
November 7, 2015,
through April 2, 2016;
from $3,595.

ADVISOR TIP: “To get the most bang for your buck, choose a lower-category cabin on the best ship your budget allows. It’s like
being the least expensive house in the best neighborhood.” – Nancy Yale, travel agency president, Fairfield, Connecticut
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(UN-CRUISE ADVENTURES) PETER WEST CAREY

Skim and chat.

Give me the
crossword and
the Business
section in peace.

*

*CONDÉ
*CONDÉ NAST
NAST READERS’
READERS’ CHOICE
CHOICE AWARD
AWARD 2013
2013

HOW
TO

SPEND YOUR DAY IN PORT
An outline for first-time visitors to Barcelona, Melbourne,
Lima, and Rio de Janeiro, from local Virtuoso travel advisors.

BARCELONA

MELBOURNE

Avoid afternoon crowds and start with Antoni Gaudí’s
Park Güell, which showcases his innovative architecture
and organic style.

Discover the real
Melbourne by walking
its “laneways” and arcades. Start at historic
Queen Victoria Market –
“Queen Vic” – home to two
full blocks of produce,
meat, and seafood stalls,
as well as handicrafts and
souvenirs.

Have your driver give
you a city overview,
including Passeig de
Gràcia, one of the main
avenues and home to Gaudí
landmarks Casa Batlló and
La Pedrera. The top of
Montjuïc hill provides the
best panoramic views.

Head to Degraves
Street, a cobblestoned
alley with great street art and cafés. For a coffee break, duck
into Degraves Espresso Bar, or for fresh-squeezed juices,
walk across the street to hole-in-the-wall Jungle Juice Bar
at Centre Place.

Visit Gaudí’s
masterpiece, La
Sagrada Família cathedral
(the preeminent example
of Catalan modernist
architecture). There’s
always a long line to enter,
but you can book tickets
in advance for immediate access.
Eat lunch at the Gothic Quarter’s Els Quatre Gats, which
opened in 1897 and became a favorite of Picasso and his
peers. Share a ﬁrst course, perhaps tomato-rubbed toast or
Iberian ham,
followed by lamb
or Mediterranean
seafood stew.
Finish the
day with a
Gothic Quarter
walking tour. From
Plaça del Pi, stroll
Carrer Petritxol, a
narrow street
famous for tiny
bars. Stop for a
suizo (hot chocoTapas at La Boqueria
late with cream),
and (above) Casa Batlló.
then cross Las
Ramblas to
explore La
Boqueria market.
If you have room, Bar Pinotxo
is where market shoppers
break for tapas.
– Francesc Escánez, travel
agency owner, Barcelona
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Don’t miss the National Gallery of Victoria. Its Ian Potter
Centre at Federation Square displays the Australian art
collection; for international
exhibits (as well as the
world’s largest stainedglass ceiling), take a
short walk across the
Yarra River to the
original building.
Stroll Southbank’s
riverfront promenade to shop and relax
with a glass of wine at
one of its many cafés.
– Amy Wasbutzki, travel advisor, Melbourne

Ian Potter Centre art and (above) the National Gallery.

(CASA BATLLÓ) NIKADA/ISTOCK PHOTO, (BOQUERIA MARKET) OYTUN KARADAYI/ISTOCK PHOTO, (TAPAS) MAICA/ISTOCK PHOTO,
(DEGRAVES STREET) CHAMELEONSEYE/SHUTTERSTOCK, (NATIONAL GALLERY OF VICTORIA) NILS VERSEMANN/SHUTTERSTOCK,
(ART) JEFF GREENBERG/ALAMY

Eat lunch at casual MoVida, which serves delicious
Spanish tapas and larger shared plates across the street
from Federation Square. In Chinatown, Flower Drum’s elegant
Cantonese has made it a Melbourne favorite for nearly 40 years.

Explore a world
that’s uniquely
Holland America Line
We take you to extraordinary places
in incomparable comfort

7-Day Alaskan Explorer
ms Westerdam

5/7/2016

Ocean-view from

$1,169

Roundtrip Seattle
Bonus: $50 per stateroom onboard credit

14-Day Alaska Great Land Explorer
ms Maasdam

5/23/2016

A DV E N T U ROU S
meet

EXQUISITE

Ocean-view from

$1,999

Roundtrip Seattle
Bonus: $100 per stateroom onboard credit

12-Day Mediterranean Romance
ms Eurodam

5/18/2016

Ocean-view from

$2,369

Venice to Barcelona
Bonus: $75 per stateroom onboard credit

21-Day Viking Sagas of the
Midnight Sun
ms Koningsdam

5/22/2016

Ocean-view from

$3,799

Roundtrip Amsterdam
Bonus: $100 per stateroom onboard credit

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
to book your cruise today!

* Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are included in the fares
shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $187.79 to $403.61. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view
deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be
modifed or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

HOW TO

SPEND YOUR DAY IN PORT

RIO DE JANEIRO
Start with coffee and an excellent pain au chocolat at La Bicyclette, a French café
at the entrance to Rio de Janeiro Botanical Garden, planted in 1808 at the foot
of Corcovado Mountain. The garden’s highlights include stately royal palms, giant water
lilies, and more than 600 types of orchids.
Explore Tijuca National Park, one of the largest urban forests in the world, with
your driver en route to the famous Christ the Redeemer statue. Tip: The park’s
Vista Chinesa gazebo offers magnificent (and
less crowded) views.
Break for lunch and caipirinhas at hilltop
Aprazível in Santa Teresa, one of Rio’s oldest
colonial neighborhoods. Owner Ana Castilho serves
wild duck, prawns, and other Brazilian favorites in
open-air tree houses in her former home’s garden.

– Augusto Simas, travel agency owner, Rio

LIMA
Begin in the city’s historic center with a
Peruvian breakfast at chef Gastón
Acurio’s Tanta. Nearby at Parque de la
Muralla, see the seventeenth-century
remains of the wall built to protect the city
from pirates and privateers.
Explore Plaza Mayor, Lima’s birthplace
and core. Noteworthy sites include the
Government Palace, Cathedral of Lima, and
Palace of the Union.
Make your way to Miraﬂores for lunch at
Huaca Pucllana, a restaurant in a
1,500-year-old pyramid constructed by
priests as a ceremonial and administrative
center. Explore the ruins afterward, or hunt
for souvenirs at Larcomar shopping center.
Some favorites: Ilaria for silver, Sol Alpaca’s
and Kuna’s wool goods, and Dédalo for
Peruvian crafts.
Discover bohemian Barranco, the city’s
artistic hub. Galería Lucía de la Puente
and MATE – Museo Mario Testino consistently
showcase interesting art, and Dédalo has an
outpost in an old colonial home. Don’t miss
coffee at Bisetti before returning to the ship.
– Verónica Flórez and Mónica Macha,
travel advisors, Lima
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Clockwise from left: Plaza Mayor,
Huaca Pucllana, Mario Testino’s
photography, and market goods.

(RIO BOTANICAL GARDEN) CESAR OKADA/ISTOCK PHOTO, (IPANEMA) RICARDO DE MATTOS, (CAIPIRINHA) ZXVISUAL/ISTOCK PHOTO, (PLAZA MAYOR) FRANKVANDENBERGH/ISTOCK PHOTO, (TEXTILES) NEALE COUSLAND/SHUTTERSTOCK, (HUACA PUCLLANA) IZEL PHOTOGRAPHY – IP3/ALAMY, (MATE MUSEO) HEMIS/ALAMY

From top: Rio’s
botanical garden,
Ipanema, and the
national drink.

You can’t come to Rio without visiting Ipanema: Shop the city’s top fashion boutiques,
browse the local craft market, or just relax by the
beach and watch the locals play footvolley – a
combination of soccer and volleyball. There’s always
time for one last caipirinha!

Introducing
TM

Hartman & Rose’s Down
Dog Coat packs flat, fits
snugly, and holds wind
gusts and water at bay.
$50, hartmanandrose.com.

HOW
TO

TRAVEL
WITH YOUR PET
“The adage is, pets generally adapt better
than humans do when they travel,” says Dr.
Joseph Kinnarney, president of the American
Veterinary Medical Association (and a longtime Virtuoso client). “But try not to stress
them out.” Here are his five key dos and
don’ts for Mittens and Mr. Bowsers.

DO KNOW THE RULES

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it ﬁt and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.
If NON-BLEED, make it ﬁt and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

Family
Focused,
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

“Airlines and hotels post pet regulations online, as do countries, so read the guidelines
far in advance,” Kinnarney says. That means
getting preapproval in some cases, understanding fees, and having vaccine records on
hand. “You don’t want to end up in a Johnny
Depp situation.” (In May, Depp faced ten
years in prison, a hefty fine, and euthanasia
of his two terriers after illegally sneaking
them into Australia on his private jet.)

DON’T DO DRUGS
Pets typically do fine without sedatives.
“If a pet is so anxious, think twice about
traveling with him or her,” Kinnarney advises. Water and a light meal before travel
(to avoid nausea) are all most pets need.

DON’T SWEAT IT

It’s a myth that airline cargo holds are too
hot or cold. “When pets go into a pressurized,
climate-controlled airplane, they’re as comfortable as any passenger,” Kinnarney says.

DO PLAY TAG
The last thing anyone wants is a lost pet on
vacation. “Make sure to implant your animal
with a registered microchip, and also attach
an external name tag with your cell phone
number,” Kinnarney says. Some hotels help
you out too: New York’s Park Hyatt issues
four-legged guests ID medallions with the
hotel’s name and telephone number.

DO GIVE EXTRA TLC
New time zones, new tails to sniff – travel
can be disorienting. Along with extra head
pats, Kinnarney recommends staying consistent with food and exercise, and finding
accommodations that are truly pet friendly
rather than just accepting. It’s tough to
beat Napa’s Calistoga Ranch, which offers
custom pet beds with Italian linen sheets,
organic treats, and doggie room service.

Not Family
toleraNt.
Jennifer Brooks’
Brooks waterresistant, washable Tote
Bed unzips familiar comfort on the road. $98 to
$138, jenniferbrooks.com.

Cruise trails with Kurgo’s Skybox Bike Basket, designed with
a secure one-button release, a
safety tether, and two pockets
for necessities. $55, kurgo.com.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to learn
more about our distinctive family journeys.

128

V I RT
R T U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

(BIKE BASKET) CHRIS PLAVIDAL,
(STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

Scan here to
view a video
on family travel.

E mba rk

on a

j ou r n e y

of

di s c ov e ry

VIKING RIVER CRUISES, a Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler award winner, offers the best itineraries on the rivers of
Europe, Russia and China. Enjoy exciting cities, rich cultural experiences, ﬁne dining and deluxe accommodations on board the most
modern ships —with everything from meals to shore excursions included in your fare. And our award-winning Viking Longships®
have raised the bar yet again with full-size veranda staterooms, the largest suites in Europe, al fresco dining and more. Come
discover for yourself why Viking® truly is the world’s leading river cruise line.

8-DAY ROMANTIC DANUBE
Budapest to Nuremberg, Viking Longships

8-DAY RHINE GETAWAY
Amsterdam to Basel, Viking Longships

15-DAY GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR
Budapest to Amsterdam, Viking Longships

13-DAY IMPERIAL JEWELS OF CHINA
Shanghai to Beijing, Viking Emerald
Ask for Viking’s 2016 Early Booking Discounts.

For details, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.
THE WORLD’S LEADING RIVER CRUISE LINE...BY FAR®
*Note: Must request EBD offer at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. Valid on new bookings only as of 8/24/15, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Viking Explorer
Society Travel Credits and Referral Rewards. Viking reserves the right to correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Prices are based upon lowest price point and category at time of print and are subject to
change without notice. Additional terms and conditions apply; see Passenger Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruisescanada.com (Canada) or vikingrivercruises.com (US). CST#2052644-40

Up, up, and away:
Take a long weekend.

HOW
TO

PLAN A
DESTINATION
WEDDING

Virtuoso travel advisor – and former wedding magazine
editor – Susan Moynihan shares her tips for saying
“I do” away from home.
CHOOSE A DESTINATION.

MAKE A
QUICK GETAWAY
Hint: Leave the planning to the pros.

Many travelers begin working with a travel advisor to plan big trips
(across the world, complicated itineraries, multigenerational getaways), but continue doing short trips themselves. “We’ll hear, ‘Oh,
we didn’t want to bother you with something so small!’ ” says Folsom,
California-based Virtuoso travel advisor Sandra Staples. But snafus
can strike even short trips: Hotel rooms are awful. The rental car isn’t
available. You can’t get theater tickets or dinner reservations.
Even though a weekend jaunt to New Orleans seems simple to plan
on your own, a good travel advisor probably knows more about the
destination’s hotels, tour options, restaurants, and even the culture.
(And it’s all firsthand knowledge.)
“Our advisor is always prepared with ideas and research,” says
traveler Steve Swink, who works with Phoenix-based advisor Cassandra Bookholder. “The size of the trip doesn’t matter.”
Virtuoso advisor Lisa Gordon of Dayton, Ohio, adds, “We’re always getting information from hotels and tour companies about
last-minute specials, or rooms and events they want to fill. If you tell
us your interest is spas, or tennis, or whatever, we can have something special for you at the last minute.” The lesson: With only three
or four days at your disposal, there’s scant room for error – and a
little help can go a long way.
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INVITE EARLY. Guests

will need more time to
plan, so send save-thedate notices as early as
possible – six months
out is ideal.
TAKE CARE OF YOUR GUESTS.

Select an array of hotel-room
categories (and costs) to allow
for different budgets, and plan
events where everyone can celebrate together, such as a sunset
sail or golf tournament.
VET YOUR VENDORS. Clients

Have vows, will travel:
Take your wedding
festivities abroad.

also for leads on local florists
and DJs. If you fly a photographer in from home, know that
some countries (including Mexico and parts of the Caribbean)
require a local work permit.

come to me for travel help, but
GET HELP! Group travel is

tricky, and even more so when
getting married is involved.
Experienced advisors can help
book a venue, coordinate the
delivery of favors, and handle
emergencies. After unexpected construction delays at
a resort before a client’s wedding, for example, I was able to
jump in, find a new hotel, and
rebook all of her guests.

(AIRPLANE) MICHAEL PRINCE/CORBIS, (PARIS) ALEKSANDARNAKIC/GETTY IMAGES,
(SIGN) TRINETTE REED/GETTY IMAGES

HOW
TO

Every couple has their
own style (beach lovers,
culture aficionados,
foodies), and you want a
destination that mirrors
that. Wherever you go,
look for a venue that
matches your vibe.

exclusives

NIZUC R ESORT & S PA , M EXICO

G RAND V ELAS R IVIERA N AYARIT , M EXICO

ID Exclusive! Guaranteed Upgrade

ID Exclusive! Guaranteed Double Upgrade + Fifth Night Free

A MANYARA , T URKS & C AICOS

C ASA

ID Exclusive! One Organic Pedicure + Cocktails and Canapés

DE

C AMPO , D OMINICAN R EPUBLIC

ID Exclusive! One Round of Golf for Two

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED WITH OUR EXCLUSIVE COMPLIMENTARY POST DEPARTURE INSURANCE
SETTING THE STANDARD IN LUXURY TRAVEL, THE ISLAND DESTINATIONS COLLECTION OF RESORTS ARE THE ULTIMATE IN SERVICE, LOCATION AND QUALITY.
ID Exclusives are valid for new bookings and travel through 12/19/15. Casa de Campo: Exclusive is valid for new bookings through 11/30/15 for travel through 12/20/15. Amanyara: Exclusive is valid for new bookings
through 11/21/15 for travel 6/1/15 - 11/24/15. Restrictions and blackout dates apply. © 2015 Island Destinations. All rights reserved. ® Island Destinations, The Authority for Luxury Travel, are registered trademarks.

HOW
TO

HOW TO

UNPLUG

EXTEND YOUR
PHONE’S BATTERY LIFE
All those travel photos, videos, and GPS-enabled apps can leave you
with a low-battery warning before lunch. Pick up one of these
chargers and skip the plug-in search.
The Boostcase
for iPhone 6
improves on
the bulky
battery-pack
cases of the
past with a
sleek, twopiece design: a
standard case
and a detachable, ultrathin
battery sleeve
that clicks
on when you
need a charge.
boostcase.
com, $100.

Fashion-tech
start-up
Everpurse has
partnered with
Kate Spade
on an innovative new line of
bags, including this smart
clutch with an
interior iPhone
charging dock.
katespade.
com, $198
(available in
November).

The size of a saltshaker, the Fluxmob Bolt portable battery backup weighs
3.1 ounces and comes in an array of colors. It also doubles as a wall charger,
which means one less piece of tech to pack. ﬂuxmob.com, $60.

HOW TO

STEP UP
YOUR SOCIAL
MEDIA GAME
Beyond Facebook
and Instagram:
apps for sharing
your travels.
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Snapchat
Share videos and photos that can only
be viewed for a set amount of time –
anything posted to your network vanishes after
24 hours. BEST FOR: Making a montage of candid moments, staying in touch with kids away at
college. snapchat.com, free.

Periscope
This app lets you broadcast live
video to your followers, then link to
it via Twitter. BEST FOR: In-the-moment footage of jaw-dropping views and scenic drives.
periscope.tv, free.

Detaching yourself
from your tech
can yield some of
the most genuine
travel memories,
says Jess Davis,
the founder of Folk
Rebellion, a fashion and lifestyle
brand dedicated
to setting mindful
technology boundaries. Her advice:
Use your email’s
out-of-ofﬁce tool,
which grants permission to not respond immediately
to every message.
Then leave your
phone at home
for an hour or two
and go explore
untethered; you
can take photos
later. “We feel like
nothing is real unless it’s recorded,
but there’s a different experience
with face-to-face
interaction than
through a lens,”
says Jess. “There’s
something to be
said for having
a mental picture
rather than an
actual one for
Instagram.”

Postify
Upload a photo from your phone, add a
personalized message and a mailing address, and the company will print a postcard and
mail it. BEST FOR: Connecting with friends and
family who aren’t big social media users. postify.
com, $2 per postcard.

Google Photos
Google’s web and mobile app lets you
organize and edit photos; create albums, movies, and slide shows; and send them all via
email. BEST FOR: Sharing photos without having to
post them all online. photos.google.com, free.

First Class.
Five stars.
Seventh heaven.
Your wishes
take frst place:
Lufthansa
First Class

The only thing you need to focus on is
your departure time. Leave the rest to
us. Relax in our private lounge before
your fight. Indulge in world-class
cuisine above the clouds. Then stretch
out in your full fat seat until it’s time
to land. One fight and you’ll know
why passengers award Lufthansa
First Class with a fve-star rating.

For more information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

HOW TO

PERFECT YOUR
PHONEOGRAPHY
SKILLS
Master the art of
mobile photography.

As part of Mandarin Oriental, Miami’s
#MiamiMyWay package, guests receive a
course in cell phone photography from local pros Brian Ladder and Jose “@OasisJae”
Narvaez, who collectively have 80,000-plus
Instagram followers. Here, Ladder’s tips for
taking share-worthy shots with your phone.

standard shot and seek out bursts of color,
eye-popping patterns, and symmetrical
scenes. Then take plenty of photos from multiple angles; you can sort through them later.

USE THE SUN. For great portraits, stand
with your back to the sun, but to capture

interesting shadows and silhouettes of
people, buildings, and trees, take the photo
while facing the sun. The best time for silhouettes is at sunrise or sunset, when the
sun is at eye level rather than directly above.

TURN OFF THE FLASH. The greatest images are the ones captured in well-lit areas.
Using the flash can result in a grainier shot.

EDIT WISELY. User-friendly apps such as
VSCO Cam and Snapseed (both free) let
you crop, adjust brightness and contrast
levels, and add filters to your photos. But
remember: When editing, subtlety is key.
Make changes in tiny increments – up
levels by five or ten percent rather than
70 or 80. The best edits are the ones your
followers won’t notice.

AD XXXXX
“Investment in
travel is an investment

in Yourself.”
~ Matthew Karsten

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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BRIAN LADDER

DEVELOP A GOOD EYE. Go beyond the

Instagram magic from @BrianLadder
in Miami and (right) Seattle.

TYING INTO TRADIT ION.
Sailing the Dhow, Abu Dhabi, UAE

A T RU E J O U R N E Y N E V E R E N D S .
A M E R I C A S | A S I A | C A R I B B E A N | E U RO P E | M I D D L E E A S T
Now Open: T U S C A N Y, B E I J I N G Soon: B A H A M A S

For reservations and information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

HOW
TO

FEELExclusive
LIKE
A
VIP
ON
VACATION
access, one-of-a-kind adventures, and more.
Through Virtuoso’s tour operators and on-site connections worldwide, travel advisors can arrange
for any of these – and many other – memorable experiences.

WATCH A PRIVATE OPERA PERFORMANCE AT THE SISTINE
CHAPEL. Besides the show, the guided, after-hours tour of Rome’s

EAT DINNER ON TOP
OF A VOLCANO …

ornate icon can also include dinner in one of the Vatican’s neighboring frescoed rooms.

You’ll work for your
meal – it’s a 90minute drive, then
a two-hour hike up
Bali’s Mount Batur.
The payoff: Taking
in sunset from the
5,633-foot summit.

SHAKE HANDS WITH THE DALAI LAMA. The memorable meeting
with His Holiness can be arranged for travelers interested in
Buddhism and spirituality.

TOUR MAUI’S ORGANIC FARMS. Spend the morning at goat
cheese and lavender farms, as well as an organic vodka distillery,
along the slopes of Mount Haleakala.
SURF WITH A NATIONAL CHAMPION. Hang ten in Sri Lanka with
Tharanga Daminda, who will pick you up at your hotel and take you to
Hikkaduwa Beach for a one-on-one lesson.

MAKE YOUR OWN WINE IN BORDEAUX. Create a custom-blended
microvintage under the guidance of a specialist from one of the
region’s top wineries.

*TIP “This experience is great
for couples and
honeymooners.
You’ll be alone with a
spectacular view of the volcano and a private meal. That’s luxury! Wear
good shoes and a light jacket; it can be chilly after sunset.” – Myriam
Guyon, Virtuoso travel advisor, Paris

… OR ON THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA. The private feast is held along
SEE ART COME TO LIFE IN ITALY. Venture behind the counters of

the wall’s Juyongguan Pass, outside Beijing.

the botteghe (small workshops) in Florence’s Oltrarno district to
watch artisans handcraft their silver, gold, and leather wares.

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN QUECHUA CULTURE IN CUZCO, PERU. During

PHOTOGRAPH THE
NORTHERN LIGHTS
WITH A PROFESSIONAL. This
guided photography
expedition to some
of Iceland’s most
picturesque spots is
suited to everyone,
from amateur
Instagrammers
to aspiring Ansel
Adamses.
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a trip to the Andean village of Ccorca, guests learn from schoolchildren
how to dye wool and bake traditional Incan bread.

SPOT WILDLIFE ON PRIVATE TASMANIAN BUSHLAND. Keep an eye out
for wallabies, wombats, and, if you’re lucky, Tasmanian devils.
HAVE A WORLD-FAMOUS
MUSEUM TO YOURSELF.
A guided, pre-opening tour
of New York’s American
Museum of Natural History
grants crowd-free access to
its most popular exhibits.
*TIP “After the museum,
head to Sarabeth’s for lemon
ricotta pancakes.” – Bobby
Huebner, Virtuoso travel
advisor, New York City

(NORTHERN LIGHTS) ISTOCK, (BALI) FRANK HEUER/LAIF/REDUX, (MUSEUM) HEMIS/ALAMY

*TIP “Not only does Florence have so much to offer, but from there
you can take many easy and beautiful day trips to Cinque Terre, Chianti, and the ancient cities of Lucca and Pisa.” – Andrea Malis, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Tucson

P R I VATE J ET

Announcing Cuba
& South America
by Private Jet
©2015 Abercrombie & Kent USA, LLC CST #2007274-20

Discover A&K’s newest 2016 Private Jet
Journey, beginning in Cuba, where A&K Founder,
Chairman & CEO Geofrey Kent joins you on a
fascinating people-to-people program.

Cuba & South America
by Private Jet
With Special Guest Geofrey Kent
September 6–28, 2016 | Limited to 50 guests
$99,500 per person, double occupancy
Cuba | Colombia | Peru | Easter Island
Patagonia | Buenos Aires
Iguazu Falls & Pantanal | Rio de Janeiro

All of A&K’s Private Jet journeys
now feature fully lie-ﬂat seats.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Advisor today to reserve your seat.

®

This journey includes a people-to-people cultural exchange
experience in Cuba operated by A&K under a general
license. See abercrombiekent.com for details.

AMALFI
101
Everything you ever wanted
to know about Italy’s
most celebrated coast.

PHOTO CREDIT

POSITANO * AMALFI * RAVELLO * PLUS: CAPRI

Positano tktktt
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PHOTO CREDIT

Plucked from a postcard:
The town of Amalfi.

BY CAROL PUCCI
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN WRIGHT
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SUNLIGHT SHIMMERS
on rows of pastel houses as we sip coffee on a terrace overlooking the turquoise sea. The dilemma at hand: Hike to a mountain village or hop a boat to a hidden cove for a lunch of grilled
fish and white wine? There’s a day trip to the island of Capri to fit in, and shopping, of course,
for hand-tooled leather sandals, colorful ceramics, and linen dresses.
Some friends and I make a decision. We’re following Gennaro Russo, sous chef at La Sponda restaurant in Positano’s Le Sirenuse hotel, on a morning trip to the fish market. Garlic
sizzles and tomato sauce bubbles as we detour through the hotel kitchen, then out along a
series of walkways and stone steps to the waterfront, where Russo begins a quick tutorial on
the local catch. The squid will appear in a risotto dish on the dinner menu. He’ll prepare the
wild sea bass with a sauce of eggplant and tomatoes. The red prawns will be served with a
ricotta ravioli.
The Mediterranean’s clear waters beckon, but southern Italy’s Amalfi Coast – a UNESCO
World Heritage site of lush mountain scenery and villages chiseled into vertical cliffs – has
much to offer visitors whose interests go beyond a beach chair and a good book. “Picking the
right town for your base is the best place to start,” says Virtuoso travel advisor Beth Jenkins
of McLean, Virginia.
Footpaths used by mules until the 1800s link the towns along the coast – as does the scenic Amalfi Drive (SS163), a two-lane roller coaster of a road carved into the side of coastal
cliffs. Distances are short, but going anywhere takes time, as buses and cars alternate navigating hairpin turns. Best advice: Plan on spending at least four days on the coast, using
one of the three major towns – Positano, Amalfi, or Ravello – as a base.
“The one thing I always tell people is, no matter where you stay, you’ll probably be
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Above: Seaside bliss
in Positano. Opposite,
clockwise from top
left: Vitamin D therapy
in Amalfi, spaghetti at
Ristorante Santa Croce
in Nocelle, La Sponda
sous chef Gennaro
Russo, Ravello ceramics,
Positano sandals, shade
at Amalfi’s main beach,
limoncello, fresh catch
at Lo Scoglio restaurant,
and Da Adolfo’s restaurant transport.
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From left: Positano, La
Sponda restaurant at
Le Sirenuse, Amalfi’s
Hotel Santa Caterina,
and Amatruda wares.

going to all the other towns,” says Jenkins,
so travelers can dismiss any fear of missing
out by staying in one town versus another.
Each town has its own personality. Wherever you land, you won’t be alone. Long ago
discovered by artists, writers, musicians,
and film stars, the Amalfi Coast draws an
international see-and-be-seen crowd, yet
somehow manages to leave visitors feeling
as if they have stumbled into small-town
Italy. Second- and third-generation family
members run most of the shops and restaurants, even the luxury hotels.
“Southern Italians really don’t like to
move, so there have always been local
people living here,” explains Antonio Sersale, whose family converted their Positano
summer home into Le Sirenuse hotel in 1951.
“There’s a thriving village life.”

POSITANO
*
Jet-Set Glamour

WHAT TO EXPECT: Of the three
towns, “Positano is the most buzzy and the
most busy,” notes Jenkins. “In the summer,
the streets are crowded, with people shopping
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Steinbeck described Positano as
“a hill so steep it would be a cliff.”
or sitting outside at night. It’s fun.”
Families traveling with teenagers like
Positano for its convenience, lively yachting
scene, and nightlife. “There’s so much right
there for people who want that instant gratification of walking outside their hotel and
finding everything,” says Birmingham, Alabama-based Virtuoso advisor Beth Flowers.
SETTLING IN: Pedestrian walkways
and steps connect homes and hotels to the
seafront, a landscape John Steinbeck described in 1953 as “a hill so steep it would be a
cliff except that stairs are cut in it.”
“Spend your first day walking around and
exploring a bit,” Sersale advises. “There are
lots of things to do, but I think it’s nice to just
hang out.” When it’s time for a break, relax at

La Zagara, opened 60 years ago by Giacomo
Russo, one of Positano’s first tour operators.
His son, Mario, leads visitors to an outdoor
terrace shaded by lemon trees, where you can
sample the coast’s signature sweet, delizie al
limone, a dome-shaped, lemon-cream sponge
cake topped with a raspberry.
OUT AND ABOUT: For one of the best
perspectives on the mountains and hillside
villages, “the number-one thing you have to
do is get on a boat,” says Jenkins. Ask your
travel advisor to arrange an outing that includes a meal and cocktails on board, or an
excursion to Nerano Bay for a seafood lunch
at Lo Scoglio, a third-generation familyowned restaurant serving fresh catches and
vegetables from its kitchen garden.

AMALFI
*
A Walkable Port Town

WHAT TO EXPECT: A major maritime republic in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, Amalfi feels like a refined version
of an Italian port city, with seafront cafés
and a busy marina. “It has this town-on-thewater feel, but it’s not as busy and crowded
as Positano can be,” says Jenkins.
Cafés and a pedestrian promenade flank
a small beach near the entrance to the medieval Old Town, where Arab-style covered
alleys and narrow staircases recall a time
when Amalfi was a major trading partner
with North Africa.
During the day, cruise-ship crowds fill
the restaurants around the ninth-century
cathedral on Piazza del Duomo. “Go to
the square at night,” suggests Los Angeles-based Virtuoso agency owner Stacy
Small. “It’s a little touristy, but it also has
a local feel to it. Get a limoncello or gelato
and watch the kids play soccer. It’s family
friendly and safe.”

Sersale suggests walking it all off with a
hike along the Sentiero degli Dei (Path of
the Gods), a panoramic footpath above the
coast, or a climb up the 1,700 steps from
Positano to the hilltop hamlet of Nocelle.
Rewards at the top include the pasta tossed
with smoked mozzarella at Ristorante Santa Croce and a visit to bird-of-prey sanctuary Le Ali nel Vento for hands-on visits with
owls, falcons, and hawks.

(PORTRAIT) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

BEACH TIME: Families favor Spiaggia
Grande, the largest of Positano’s two beaches. Fornillo, reached from the marina via a
cliffside pathway, attracts a quieter crowd. If
you’ve hired a boat for the day, ask the captain
to stop in the nearby village of Praiano for a

dip off secluded Spiaggia della Gavitella.
DINING WITH A VIEW: Le Sirenuse’s
restaurant, Michelin-starred La Sponda, is
lit at night with 400 candles. Seafront Le Tre
Sorelle, opened by three sisters in 1953, is
Sersale’s favorite for a casual family evening
of pizza. Parents can sip wine while keeping
an eye on their kids playing on the beach.
DON’T LEAVE WITHOUT ... A pair
of customized leather sandals – follow the
sound of tapping hammers to either Nanà
on the road above town or Dattilo Gianluca
near the seafront. And don’t forget to pick
up a bottle of limoncello, liqueur made with
lemons grown on hillsides along the coast.

HOTELIER INSIGHT “Shabby chic” Da Adolfo is Antonio
Sersale’s go-to choice for a relaxed lunch. Barefoot waiters serve
vacationers who arrive in their bathing suits via a five-minute boat
ride from Positano. “The food is amazing,” promises the owner and
general manager of Le Sirenuse. “Everyone goes there.”

SETTLING IN: Giusi Gambardella, 70 –
along with her sister, Ninni; son, Crescenzo
Gargano; and other family members – runs
Hotel Santa Caterina, opened in 1904. She
encourages guests to explore beyond Old
Town’s souvenir-shop-lined main street.
“To get a real feel for Amalfi, walk through
the town, past the cathedral to where the
road curves, and start following the little
pathways to the right or left. These are the
vicoli, tiny streets where the Arab population lived. It’s another world to discover,”
says Gambardella. Afterward, sip an aperitif
at Bar Francese, in business on the square
since 1860, and admire the Cathedral of
Saint Andrew’s mosaic facade.
OUT AND ABOUT: Museo della Carta,
inside an abandoned paper mill, tells the
history of papermaking, which was introduced to Amalfi by Arab traders. Only one
of the area’s 16 former mills still operates,
using Egyptian cotton to turn out paper,
cards, and invitations sold in local shops.
Amalfi makes a convenient base for touring
the coast’s smaller towns. Day-trip by bus or
car to the ceramics town of Vietri sul Mare
and the fishing village of Cetara, known
for an amber-colored anchovy sauce used to
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season pasta. Hotels will arrange transportation to the mountain hamlet of Furore,
where Cantine Marisa Cuomo offers vineyard tours, plus winetastings and lunch.
BEACH TIME: Find the classic Italian
scene – crowds, chairs, umbrellas – at Marina Grande. For a quieter pocket beach,
try Atrani, a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it village
partly connected to Amalfi via a scenic walking path. Santa Caterina guests can retreat to
a saltwater pool and private beach area via
an elevator that descends to sea level.
DINING WITH A VIEW: On the path
to Atrani, Cantina del Nostromo serves
grilled swordfish and seafood linguine at
outdoor tables perched on a cliff. “Head to
the marina for super-casual restaurants that
welcome kids,” Small says. For white-tablecloth service, classic dishes, and a glittering
nighttime view of Old Town, book a window
table at Ristorante Santa Caterina.
DON’T LEAVE WITHOUT ... Cards,
calendars, and leather-bound journals made
with paper from Amatruda, Amalfi’s last
remaining mill. Buy them at La Scuderia
del Duca, near the Old Town entrance.

RAVELLO
*
Peaceful Hideaway

WHAT TO EXPECT: Set in the hills
overlooking Amalfi, romantic Ravello is
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Walking, cooking, and winetasting
could fill several days here.
peaceful, green, and aristocratic, with walking paths, steps, and cobbled lanes replacing streets in most places. “You have to be
pretty mobile to get around,” says Small,
but Ravello is “a small town with authentic
charm – you feel like you’re in this really
special destination.” It’s also the coast’s cultural hub; crowds peak during the Ravello
Festival, a music and arts extravaganza that
runs from June through early September.
SETTLING IN: Tour groups vacate the
Piazza del Duomo by late afternoon. At Bar
al San Domingo, a favorite of Jacqueline
Kennedy’s when she visited in 1962, take
in valley views from the terrace, then relax
with an espresso.
OUT AND ABOUT: Ravello was founded
by Roman patricians whose homes have been
restored as hotels, private villas, and museums. At thirteenth-century Villa Rufolo,

visitors wander among exotic plants, pines,
and cypresses that German composer Richard Wagner used as inspiration for Klingsor’s
garden in his opera Parsifal. Across town, a
walking trail winds past farms and the Monastero di Santa Chiara, to Villa Cimbrone,
where Roman-style fountains and statues
dot the parklike gardens.
Walking, cooking, and winetasting could
fill several days here. A pathway starts near
Villa Rufolo and descends along stairs to the
seaside village of Minori, where La Pasticceria Sal De Riso serves a ricotta and pear
cake soaked in rum and pear brandy. Above
Minori, Tenuta San Francesco winery
offers tastings and tours of its farm in Tramonti. Back in Ravello, “Everyone loves taking a cooking class with Mamma Agata,”
says Small. Guests spend the day in the
home of this cheery chef, who has cooked
for Humphrey Bogart, Richard Burton, Liz
Taylor, and Federico Fellini.

Hotel Santa Caterina. Opposite, left to
right, Ravello roll call: Villa Cimbrone,
Bar al San Domingo, and Pasticceria
Sal De Riso's ricotta pear cake.

Each town has its own
personality. Wherever you land,
you won’t be alone.

Ravello’s coastal landscape.

* CAPRI

FOR A DAY TRIP OR LONGER.

DINING WITH A VIEW: “No matter
where you’re staying, I would dine at Hotel
Caruso,” says Small. Set in a historic palace,

the hotel serves formal meals on a cliffside
balcony overlooking the sea, and alfresco
seafood lunches and wood-fired pizzas in a
poolside garden.
DON’T LEAVE WITHOUT ... Ceramics. Dozens of shops sell colorful dinnerware and tiles in traditional Italian
patterns. Longtime designer Pasquale
Sorrentino experiments with more muted
colors and modern designs at Pasquale
Sorrentino’s Ceramiche d’Arte, in a passageway off the Piazza del Duomo.

HOTELIER INSIGHT Palazzo Avino’s managing director, Mariella
Avino, recommends a visit to Museo del Corallo. The museum and
shop, off the Piazza del Duomo, is home to several pieces of rare coral
art and has a collection of handcarved coral cameos for sale. “Giorgio
Filocamo and his daughter will lead you through the history of the
coral,” she says. “It’s a treasure not to be missed.”
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STAY Float in the
infinity pool or sip
limoncello on a
terrace at Anacapri’s 55-room Hotel
Caesar Augustus.
Doubles from $403,
including breakfast
daily, a welcome gift,
and round-trip harbor
transfers.
The 72-room Capri
Palace Hotel & Spa
could double as a
museum, from its
contemporary art
to the Magritte- and
Warhol-inspired
mosaic-tiled pools.
Doubles from $403,
including breakfast
daily, a bottle of limoncello, and an $85
dining credit.
Near the main town,
46-room Capri
Tiberio Palace gets
its flair from jeweltone furniture, vintage
magazine covers
on the walls, and
a Taschen library.
Doubles from $616,
including breakfast
daily and a $55 dining credit.
Guests at the 22room clifftop J.K.
Place Capri take
in Gulf of Naples
views from private
balconies. Doubles
from $886, including
breakfast daily, roundtrip port transfers,
and a $100 spa credit.

(PORTRAIT) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

BEACH TIME: There are no beaches
in Ravello, but hotels offer creative alternatives. The infinity pool at Belmond Hotel
Caruso “is, hands down, the most beautiful
pool in Italy,” says New York City-based Virtuoso advisor Jack Ezon. At Palazzo Avino,
guests have access to Clubhouse by the Sea,
a private seaside beach club and pool 15 minutes away by hotel shuttle.

Reachable by boat
from Positano or
Amalfi, Capri attracts
thousands of tourists
to its historic villas,
tiny coves, and restaurants tucked into
flowering gardens.
Hydrofoils and
ferries are fast and
frequent, but often
crowded. “It’s better
to hire a private boat
to take you around,”
says Virtuoso travel
advisor Stacy Small.
Captains can arrange
trips that include
a stop at the Blue
Grotto, an underwater sea cave used as
a bath during Roman
times. Plan on lunch
at a seaside restaurant, then shopping
in the main town of
Capri for coral jewelry
and leather driving
loafers. Better yet,
spend the night.
“Capri is a different
place during the day
than it is at night,”
says Virtuoso advisor
Beth Jenkins. “Once
the last hydrofoil
leaves, the population
dips in half.”
If you have extra
time, arrange a car
and driver for a tour
along the cliff-hugging coast road to the
smaller, quieter town
of Anacapri. Ride the
chairlift to the top of
the island, then return
to the village square
for an aperitif.

Luxury Awaits in
the Caribbean & Mexico

The Ritz-Carlton Hotels of the Caribbean & Mexico ofer tropical elegance paired
with legendary service, acclaimed cuisine, sophisticated style and exclusive
amenities that deﬁne The Ritz-Carlton experience. Discover our celebrated resorts
in Aruba, Grand Cayman, San Juan, Cancun, and St. Thomas, or indulge in a truly
exclusive luxury oasis with Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve in Puerto Rico.

DORADO BEACH, A RITZ-CARLTON RESERVE

THE RITZ-CARLTON, CANCUN

THE RITZ-CARLTON, GRAND CAYMAN

THE RITZ-CARLTON, SAN JUAN

THE RITZ-CARLTON, ST. THOMAS

THE RITZ-CARLTON, ARUBA

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve your stay and enjoy exclusive amenities.

ON THE AMALFI
The ins and outs of a classic Italian dreamscape.

WHEN TO GO
The Amalfi season runs May through October; many hotels, shops, and restaurants
close for the winter. Summers are hot and
crowded, but also lively, with a variety of
cultural events and long days for lingering
outdoors. “Book at least eight months to a
year out to ensure you get space, as these
hotels often book a year in advance,” says
advisor Jack Ezon. The shoulder months of
April and October are quieter and cooler.

GETTING AROUND
“Rent a car on the coast only if you’re an
experienced driver,” says advisor Beth
Jenkins. “A car and driver on your first day
is a nice way to splurge and give you a good
idea of where you are.” The other option is
public transportation. SITA buses run along
the coast between the cities of Salerno and
Sorrento. “Most of my clients say, ‘I’m not
getting on a bus,’ but you do on the Amalfi
Coast,” says Jenkins. “All the Italians do it.”

guests to try out its tennis courts, helipad, and
private yacht. Doubles from $853, including
cocktails on arrival and breakfast daily.

Amalfi
Amalfi’s 66-room Hotel Santa Caterina
tumbles down to the water in a series of
landscaped terraces. Balcony rooms are
brightened with majolica-tile floors and
marble bathrooms. Gardens planted with
lemon and olive trees lead to a seaside saltwater pool and open-air restaurant. Doubles
from $345, including breakfast daily and a
$100 gift-shop credit (high season) or lunch
for two (low and shoulder season).

Ravello
Belmond Hotel Caruso occupies a restored
palace in a quiet corner of Ravello. “Inside,
every ceiling, every wall, and every corner
is a work of art,” says Ezon. Most of the 50
rooms and suites have private gardens, sea
views, and terraces. Doubles from $570,

including breakfast daily and a $100
hotel credit.
Palazzo Avino opened as a hotel in 1997
in a villa built for an Italian noble family.
Forty-three rooms and suites are decorated
with antique carpets and furnishings. Guests
can swim in the sea and soak up the sun at a
private beach club 15 minutes away by hotel
shuttle. Doubles from $442, including breakfast daily, a $100 spa credit, complimentary
spa access, and a departure gift.

Also in the Neighborhood
Above the fishing village of Conca dei Marini,
a couple of miles southwest of Amalfi, is the
20-room Monastero Santa Rosa Hotel & Spa,
in a former convent. Four levels of terraced
gardens look down on an infinity pool. The spa
features a steam room, rock sauna, hydrotherapy pool, and ice fountain. Doubles from $438,
including cocktails on arrival, breakfast daily,
and a $100 dining credit.

STAY Italy’s Amalfi Coast has so
many historic luxury hotels, some
travel advisors recommend dividing
your time between two.
Positano

Il San Pietro di Positano has 57 seaview rooms on a secluded cliffside just
outside town. An elevator built into
the rocks leads to a private beach
club and restaurant. The hotel invites
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LEIGH WELLS

Ezon describes 58-room Le Sirenuse as offering “the best seats in
the amphitheater that is Positano.”
Antiques sourced from auction
houses in Rome and London give a
feeling of lived-in elegance to this
family-owned villa in the heart of
town. Take in coastal views from
the water during a complimentary cruise on the hotel’s classic
wooden motorboat. Doubles from
$458, including breakfast daily and
a $100 spa credit.

the st. regis Bora Bora resort

E

Carefree

leganceJ

edged by powdery sands and a tranquil lagoon; blessed with breathtaking views of Mount otamanu from its Miri
Miri spa by Clarens, located on its own private island; and boasting the signature st. regis Butler service, the st.
regis Bora Bora resort makes leaving reality for fantasy completely effortless.
from lounging at the adults-only oasis Pool to swimming up for a drink at the central pool to snorkeling among
native fsh and stingrays in the saltwater private lagoon, diving into its many pleasures is as simple as getting your
feet wet. dry them off in sumptuous accommodations like one-bedroom villas, which come complete with a terrace
Jacuzzi, or as impressive as the overwater multi-bedroom villas with private pools—ideal for those partaking in the
family traditions at st. regis program. Pervasive through all the choices offered at this property is that hallmark
of carefree elegance.
ExclusivE AmEnitiEs includE:
Room upgrade, subject to availably upon arrival • Early-in/late check-out, subject to availability
daily breakfast for two • 20% discount at miri miri spa by clarins • 50% discount on roundtrip airport boat transfers

Call your Virtuoso
traVel adVisor for
reserVations.

Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Travel Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.)
shall not be used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, NEVADA
#2004-0029, Washington UBI #602 425 801. MB5036-15_SH_7.7.15.
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If these walls could talk: a Wynwood mural.

(MURAL) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI, (HAND LETTERING) LEIGH WELLS

THE CITY, DISTRICT BY DISTRICT.

BY ELAINE GLUSAC
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(SOUTH OF FIFTH)
A dining draw in Miami Beach’s newest high-rise district.
At the southern end of South
Beach, the landmark restaurant Joe’s Stone Crab was long
the sole reason to venture
below Fifth Avenue. Joe’s remains, but a forest of gleaming
high-rise condos has created
a vibrant residential and restaurant district.
DON’T MISS

The mostly small-plates Asian
menu at convivial Red Ginger
(736 First Street; 305/433-6876)
focuses on Japanese bites from
the robata grill and the sushi bar.
The 40-seat Izzy’s Fish &
Oyster Bar (423 Washington

Avenue; 305/397-8843) pays
homage to New England
seafood. Chef Jamie DeRosa
also helms the nearby American tavern Tongue & Cheek
(431 Washington Avenue;
305/704-2900).
Casual-chic Cibo Wine Bar
(200 S. Pointe Drive; 305/9876060) serves pizzas, pastas,
and antipasti paired with an
Italy-centric wine list.
Both foodies and calorie-counters acclaim the marinated
fish salads from modest-butmighty My Ceviche (235 Washington Avenue; 305/397-8710).

From top: King crab at Red Ginger, Cibo Wine Bar,
and chowder makings at Izzy’s Fish & Oyster Bar.

152

V I RT U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

(MAP) LEIGH WELLS

B

LESSED WITH BEACHES AND SEASONLESS
sunshine, Miami grew up as a resort destination,
but has lately matured to become an international
capital and easy, bilingual bridge to Latin America.
Art aficionados flock to Art Basel Miami Beach, the
annual contemporary art market that has lifted
the city’s cultural profile since it began in 2002 (this year it’s
held December 3 through 6). South Beach remains the tourism epicenter, but new neighborhoods have emerged that
reflect the city’s increasing sophistication.
“That’s the thing about Miami,” says New York City-based
Virtuoso travel advisor Lia Batkin. “You can get so much
diversity from the destination. It’s not always pretty, but it’s
always exciting.”
Miami-based Virtuoso advisor Carol Press agrees: “We’ve
got beaches, pools, and good weather all year long – there’s
everything here. I don’t know what’s not here, except snow.”
Here’s a look at Miami’s most magnetic neighborhoods,
ranging from refined to raw.

The must-see Art Deco District gets a contemporary update.
Though the classic pastelpainted Deco District remains
a visitor favorite (the Miami
Design Preservation
League’s walking tours
are a must), architecture
lovers now flock to Lincoln
Road Mall. The pedestrian
thoroughfare, originally
designed by midcentury
architect Morris Lapidus
to include his signature
cantilevered shade pavilions,
is now backstopped by Swiss
architects Herzog & de
Meuron’s open-frame parking
tower, known as 1111 Lincoln
Road. One block north, Frank
Gehry contributed the New
World Center (500 17th
Street), cavernous home of the
New World Symphony, with
innovative programs ranging
from 30-minute mini-concerts
to events simulcast on the
exterior wall that draw picnictoting patrons.

Lincoln Road’s latest landmark,
on the rooftop patio at French/
Japanese/Peruvian Juvia (1111
Lincoln Road; 305/763-8272).
The first spin-off of New York’s
Quality Meats (1501 Collins
Avenue; 305/340-3333) just
opened in a former art deco
hotel, showcasing house-cured,
-smoked, and -aged butchery,
with the former front desk serving as a charcuterie counter.
Drawing Room Bar & Lounge
(1801 Collins Avenue; 305/5311271), from celebrated Austrian
mixologist Albert Trummer,
features his house-made herbal
tinctures, as well as his flair for
the dramatic, including sabering Champagne bottles.
A glass box inserted into the
fifth floor of 1111 Lincoln

Road, Alchemist (1109
Lincoln Road; 305/531-4653)
lives up to its setting with
gallery-like arrangements of
clothing by the likes of Ann
Demeulemeester and Dries
Van Noten.
Housed in a classic 1939 art
deco building, The Webster
(1220 Collins Avenue; 305/6747899) sprawls over three levels
and 20,000 square feet with
men’s and women’s fashion
from denim to special occasion.

The Setai, Miami Beach has
three pools regulated at three
different temperatures and
125 rooms divided between an
art deco landmark and a glass
high-rise. Doubles from $500,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.

STAY

Madame de Pompadour
inspired designer Philippe
Starck’s lavish SLS Hotel
South Beach, with 140 rooms
and a pool deck that morphs
into a club. Doubles from $250,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

Morris Lapidus designed the
original wing of the 375-room
Ritz-Carlton, South Beach,
including the atmospheric lobby
bar, of this spacious resort at the
foot of Lincoln Road. Doubles
from $239, including breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit.

The 345-room W South Beach
has a rooftop tennis court and
a basketball court, plus seeand-be-seen Chinese at Mr
Chow. Doubles from $449,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 resort credit.

DON’T MISS

(THIS PAGE) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

Skyline views, along with sushi
or pan-seared duck, from atop

From left: A beach scene, The Webster wares, Quality Meats’ charcuterie bouquet, and an Ocean Drive ride.
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(NORTH OF SOUTH)
Midcentury modernism goes breezy Miami.

Clockwise from top: Wanderlista
kicks, the Carillon Hotel, Seagrape
ceviche, Mid-Beach architecture,
and coastal beauty.
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hole facades. “Mid-Beach is still
up-and-coming,” says Virtuoso
travel advisor Lia Batkin. “A lot
of these big, beautiful hotels are
creating destinations within
the destination.”
Crowning Mid-Beach’s
comeback, this fall the $1 billion Faena District Miami
Beach will open on six beachfront blocks with an art center
designed by Rem Koolhaas,
residences by Norman Foster,
and a hotel by film director
Baz Luhrmann and Catherine
Martin in collaboration with
Alan Faena.

DON’T MISS

Miami celebrity chef Michelle
Bernstein just opened Seagrape (4041 Collins Avenue;
786/605-4041), a locavore Floridian brasserie in a vintagetropical dining room. Don’t
miss the chili-oil-and-orange
ceviche or local Wagyu steak.

Globe-trotter Andria Mitsakos
packs her jewel-box shop Wanderlista (3720 Collins Avenue;
305/938-1145) with beach-chic
wares: Dea Rosa bags, Tess Giberson dresses, and Frescobol
Carioca swim trunks.
STAY

Housed in a midcentury
restoration, the 110-room
Carillon Hotel & Spa serves as
an urban destination spa, with
a 70,000-square-foot facility
offering indoor rock climbing
and programs devoted to stress
relief, mindfulness, and more.

One-bedroom suites from $349,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.
This fall, the 169-room Faena
Hotel Miami Beach debuts director Baz Luhrmann as hotel
designer. Argentine celebrity
chef Francis Mallmann will

import his love of wood-fired
foods, and a 12-treatmentroom spa will include a raw
juice bar. Doubles from $699,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 resort credit.
A thoughtfully restored art
deco landmark now houses
the 74 mint-hued rooms of
Metropolitan by COMO,
Miami Beach, featuring a
lobby-level gin bar, seafoodfocused restaurant, and rooftop pool. Doubles from $379,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 spa credit.

(SHOES, CEVICHE, ARCHITECTURE, AND BEACH) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

Mid-Beach grew up in the
postwar era of big cars and
bigger destinations designed
to attract them. Driving up
Collins Avenue provides a
gapers’ tour of midcentury
architecture as adapted to the
beach, with porous concrete
brise-soleil passages and cheese-

It’s how you get there.

On an AmaWaterways river cruise, you don’t just pass through a destination – you experience it. Our ships feature
plush balcony staterooms, a feet of free-use bicycles and a sundeck with a pool so our guests can see Europe’s most
captivating sights from a unique perspective. Because it’s not just about where you go. It’s how you get there that matters.

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Three Years in a Row
2012 | 2013 | 2014
FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
LEADING THE WAY IN RIVER CRUISING

AND
The city core has been revived by the arts –
performing and fine – and a boom in residential high-rise construction.
Downtown Miami used to
empty out after 5 PM, but the
2006 establishment of the
Adrienne Arsht Center for
the Performing Arts (1300 Biscayne Boulevard), not to mention the Miami Heat’s success
at nearby American Airlines
Arena, has sparked a revival.
Located between them, the 30acre waterfront Museum Park
hosts the blockbuster Pérez Art
Museum Miami (1103 Biscayne
Boulevard), a contemporary
collection designed by Herzog &
de Meuron. Hanging gardens and
a mammoth wraparound porch
make it an inviting destination, to
be joined next year by the neighboring Patricia and Phillip Frost
Museum of Science.
Residential development has
headed south along Brickell
Avenue, including the $1 billion Brickell City Centre,
home to residential high-rises,
shops, and restaurants that will
begin opening this winter. Says
Miami-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Louise Ramirez, “This
is Miami’s answer to Manhattan, but it’s clean and shiny.”

the Mandarin Oriental, Miami.
STAY

The 221-room Four Seasons
Hotel Miami towers above
Biscayne Bay on Brickell
Avenue. The two-acre, twopool property includes one
pool sprouting palm trees
with hammocks strung among
them. Doubles from $259,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 dining credit.
The only hotel on offshore
Brickell Key, the 326-room
Mandarin Oriental, Miami
combines an urban location
with a private bayfront beach.
Glass-walled treatment suites
in the bilevel spa let you steep
in the panorama, and locals hit
the MO Bar + Lounge for live
Latin music. Doubles from $259,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.
From top: Skyline views, La Mar’s
grilled calamari, the Pérez Art
Museum, and a performance
at the Adrienne Arsht Center.

Peru’s most famous chef serves
ceviche and grilled skewers, as
well as Peruvian-Japanese hybrid dishes such as snapper sushi in pepper sauce, at La Mar
by Gaston Acurio, located in
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(SKYLINE, LA MAR, AND PÉREZ ART MUSEUM) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

DON’T MISS

A branch of the born-inLondon Zuma (270 Biscayne
Boulevard Way; 305/577-0277)
resides downtown, a destination for lovers of Japanese food,
from the sushi counter to the
robata grill.

See the World Differently.
Discover the Possibilities.
Explore our latest collection of extraordinary experiences with
exclusive access to the world’s most captivating people and places.
With Four Seasons, your clients will discover the best of each
destination. And they’ll beneft from our insider access and top
local connections for truly memorable moments.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.

This former warehouse district now displays vibrant murals from celebrated street artists
and hosts art and wine walks on the weekend.
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DON’T MISS

Big names such as street artist
Shepard Fairey have contributed to Wynwood Walls (2520
NW Second Avenue; 305/5314411), now some 80,000 square
feet of murals by more than 50
artists. The wildly vivid outdoor gallery features a series of
painted garages called Wynwood Doors.
Exhibits at The Margulies
Collection at the Warehouse
(591 NW 27th Street; 305/5761051) showcase works owned by
renowned collector Martin Z.
Margulies, including pieces by
Anselm Kiefer, Isamu Noguchi,
and Richard Serra.
Ascaso Gallery (2441 NW
Second Avenue; 305/571-9410)
specializes in Latin American
artists, including Oswaldo
Vigas and Fernando Botero.
Bask in the surrounding murals

inside the restaurant and out
on the patio at Wynwood
Kitchen & Bar (2550 NW
Second Avenue; 305/722-8959)
while nibbling on small plates.
Even carb cutters line up for
sourdough and a daily café menu
at Zak the Baker (405 NW 26th
Street; 786/347-7100).
Miami’s cult coffeehouse
Panther Coffee (2390 NW
Second Avenue; 305/6773952) roasts its beans in small
batches on-site.
Take home artsy kids’ toys,
desk accessories, and recycled
plastic handbags from Elemental (2399 NW Second
Avenue; 786/276-5955).
Whimsical terrariums and
moss- and orchid-filled planters offer green inspiration at
Plant the Future (2511 NW
Second Avenue; 305/571-7177).

Shepard Fairey’s mural at
Wynwood Walls, nature-asart at Plant the Future,
a Margulies Collection
exhibit, and Panther
Coffee’s local brew.

(MURAL, PLANT THE FUTURE, AND COFFEE SHOP) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

Low-slung warehouses
occupied Wynwood until
Goldman Properties’ founder,
the late Tony Goldman – who
also helped revive South Beach
– reenvisioned the plain, squat
buildings as canvases for street
artists in 2009. The resulting
Wynwood Walls has been a
catalyst for development in
the neighborhood, drawing
artist studios, restaurants,
and shops.
“We’re not just curating
art, but tenancies,” says his
daughter, Jessica Goldman
Srebnick. “We want Panther
Coffee over Starbucks –
specialized businesses you
can’t find anywhere else.”
Art remains the principal
attraction. “Go on the second
Saturday of the month: The
art galleries open at night
for an art and wine walk,”
says advisor Louise Ramirez.
“It draws a great cross section
of people.”

ESCAPE TO A NEW LEVEL
OF WORLD-CLASS CRUISING
N

orwegian Escape is about to embark on her maiden
voyage. As the ﬁrst in our new Breakaway Plus class, she
offers the best of Breakaway — think dining on The Waterfront
and The Haven by Norwegian — and introduces new worldclass innovations. Imagine savoring two new restaurants by Iron
Chef Jose Garces, raising a toast in two quintessential Jimmy
Buffett venues, taking in a Broadway performance of smash-hit
After Midnight and more!

EASTERN CARIBBEAN
7 Days • Norwegian Escape
Departs 12/26/15, 1/9/16
Miami • St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands • Tortola,
British Virgin Islands • Nassau, Bahamas • Miami
Balcony fares from $1,019
Haven Suite fares from $2,899

Book with your Virtuoso travel advisor to enjoy up to $50 per stateroom onboard credit!

The Haven by
NorwegianTM
• Suites and Villas among
the largest at sea
• Access to a secluded courtyard
with pool and sundeck
• Exclusive dining options
• Pre-cruise concierge service
• Reserved seating for
shows and more

Offer is based on availability, is capacity controlled, applies to select sailings and combinability with other offers is subject to change or cancellation at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line’s discretion. Fares are
cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing. Offer is available for all categories, including Suites and Villas. Onboard Credit is non-refundable, nontransferable and has no cash value. Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible
for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2015 NCL Corporation Ltd.

MIAMI ST. THOMAS U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS TORTOLA BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS NASSAU BAHAMAS

Art galleries, furniture showrooms,
and fashion ateliers populate the retail-centric quarter.
Interior designers have long
feathered their clients’ nests
from the art galleries and furniture shops in the 18-squareblock Design District, nearly
three miles north of downtown. Couture brands, including Tom Ford and Versace, have
lately moved in, expanding its
retail appeal.
Public artworks – including
the recently installed Fly’s Eye
Dome by the late Buckminster Fuller and architect Zaha
Hadid’s installation in the

atrium of the 1921 Moore Building – now bolster the district’s
sophistication quotient.
“You could do the Design
District in a couple of hours,”
says Virtuoso advisor Lia Batkin. “It’s not that big, but it’s
fun.” (Plus, the shops ship.)
DON’T MISS

Miamians Carlos and Rosa de
la Cruz share their significant
art holdings and commissioned
installations at the de la Cruz
Collection Contemporary
Art Space (23 NE 41st Street;
305/576-6112).
Founded by a trio of Miamians, the nonprofit Locust
Projects (3852 N. Miami
Avenue; 305/576-8570) exhibits
site-specific installations from
international artists.

Farm-to-table champion
Michael Schwartz runs the goto Design District restaurant
Michael’s Genuine Food &
Drink (130 NE 40th Street;
305/573-5550), showcasing local
ingredients from spear-caught
fish to free-range pork on the
daily menus.

Curated endeavors (clockwise from top): The de la Cruz Collection Contemporary Art Space,
a piece from Markowicz Fine Art, and Fly’s Eye Dome public art.
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Campania (4029 N. Miami
Avenue; 786/615-3301) serves
rustic fare, including woodfired pizzas, from its namesake
southern Italian region.

(DE LA CRUZ INTERIOR AND FLY’S EYE DOME) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

Markowicz Fine Art (110
NE 40th Street; 305/3086398) deals works from a
roster of A-list modern and
contemporary artists, from
Francis Bacon and Andy
Warhol to street muralists.

LUXURY IS
JUST THE BEGINNING.
Experience the luxury that awaits you in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Imagine staying in a ﬁve-star private villa, chartering a yacht to a quiet
bay or enjoying the culinary delights of your own personal chef.
The authentic moments will make your getaway even more memorable,
from our unique heritage to our colorful culture to our acclaimed
international food scene.
Whether ﬂying commercial or on a private jet, you’ll experience the
conveniences of a destination accustomed to meeting your every
need. And all the luxury your heart desires.
The memories begin when you
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
/visitusvi

/usvitourism

©2015 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism

The country’s richest shopping mall, with good looks on the racks and in the courtyard.
A former army barracks was
razed to build the country’s
first all-luxury-tenant mall,
Bal Harbour Shops, which
opened in 1965. Its cachet encompasses the residences and
hotels that grew up around it.
“Bal Harbour is nice because
it’s away from the craziness,
but still close to South Beach
if you want to go to a restaurant there,” Batkin says.
DON’T MISS

Established to bring Miami a

class of department store then
otherwise solely associated
with NYC’s Fifth Avenue
or Paris’ Champs-Élysées,
Bal Harbour Shops (9700
Collins Avenue) celebrates
its fiftieth anniversary
with updates that include
concept stores from Chanel
and Prada. Purportedly the
most productive mall in the
country, it’s anchored by
Neiman Marcus and Saks
Fifth Avenue, and also hosts
a branch of local independent

favorite Books & Books.
At his eponymous Makoto
(9700 Collins Avenue;
305/864-8600), Makoto
Okuwa, a protégé of Iron
Chef Masaharu Morimoto,
prepares meticulous sushi
for the fashionistas at Bal
Harbour Shops.
STAY

Most of the 124 rooms at The
Ritz-Carlton Bal Harbour,
Miami overlook the Intra-

coastal Waterway and the
beach. Freestanding bathtubs
face floor-to-ceiling windows.
Doubles from $239, including
breakfast daily and a $100
resort credit.
Set on nine acres with
glittering public spaces,
The St. Regis Bal Harbour
Resort offers oceanfront balconies in each of its 227 guest
rooms. Doubles from $709,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 spa credit.

(SHOPS AND MAKOTO) GRACIELLA CATTAROSSI

Clockwise from left: Books & Books browsing, The Ritz-Carlton’s Bal Harbour Suite, a tabletop grill at Makoto, and retail therapy.
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Enjoy the best of Zurich from
a higher perspective.
The Dolder Grand

The City Resort of Zurich since 1899

Dolder Hotel AG, Kurhausstrasse 65, 8032 Zürich, Switzerland

HOW
TO

TAKE YOUR FAMILY

AROUND
THE

WORLD

I

n June 2014, Virtuoso travelers Caroline and Sam
Goodner set out with their two children, ages 9 and
11, for a yearlong round-the-world trip. Virtuoso Life
caught up with them at the end of their odyssey to find
out what they learned and loved (and didn’t love) –
and just how they went about pulling off the ultimate
adventure. The following is a condensed narrative from
conversations with Caroline and Sam.

AS TOLD TO DAVID HOCHMAN

Photography by Caroline and Sam Goodner

From top: The Goodners departing Austin and in Zermatt,
the Moroccan Sahara, and Machu Picchu.
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It’s unbelievably
liberating realizing
that you don’t need
stuff beyond what
you can carry.
GEARING UP

Clockwise from top: Sunrise in the Sahara on Halloween, Kruger
National Park (“We saw all of the ‘big five’ – and many more”), and
Tamarindo, Costa Rica, where the kids tried Snuba for the first time.

HATCHING THE PLAN
Our round-the-world trip was part of our family narrative before we even had a family. We
were young newlyweds living in Austin when we
dreamed up the idea of taking a year off to travel.
Once our kids came along, we wanted to make
sure they didn’t think Texas was the center of
the universe.
When our son – we call him Sam Jackson – was
born in 2003, we put summer 2014 on the calendar
as our departure date. You have to set goals, right?
Our daughter, Catherine, arrived two years later.
We thought the children should be old enough
to remember the experience forever, but young
enough to still enjoy traveling with their parents
and also to be credibly homeschooled.
Five years ago, we seriously put the plan into
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motion. Sam was CEO of a national IT services
firm and Caroline ran a DNA identity company,
and with the trip looming, we worked toward
selling our businesses so we could be comfortably unemployed for a year. Six months before the
trip, Caroline became a full-time amateur trip
planner with major support from a true travel
industry pro recommended at a Duke college reunion, Virtuoso travel advisor Rhona Wendler of
Lutherville-Timonium, Maryland. Rhona turned
out to be a godsend – she has two kids around the
same ages as ours, so she knew what we were up
against. It’s embarrassing to admit how many
times we emailed or called her to say, “AAAAH,
help! Another flight just got bumped” or “We need
more time in such-and-such a place.” She always,
always delivered.

People love hearing about the
physical logistics of a journey like
this. For us, it started with a practice trip – a driving tour through
the western U.S. – to test our
gear. We can’t recommend that
highly enough: You want to make
sure you have the right shoes, the
right bags, the best Swiss Army
knives – Sam ended up bringing
three of those. Clothing must be
wrinkle-resistant and stink-proof.
We allowed ourselves just one
suitcase and a backpack each –
Eagle Creek’s products are unbelievably durable. Our rule
was, if you want something new,
you need to give something up.
We’d already sold our cars, and
we donated all our children’s
clothes because nothing would
fit after the trip. It’s unbelievably liberating realizing that you
don’t need stuff beyond what
you can carry. We’d walk into a
gigantic mall in Thailand and
not buy a thing – that’s an amazing feat with a 9-year-old girl in
your traveling party.

Don’t just travel better...

Travel Best!

Discover a timeless paradise of
elegance and beauty at this
stunning beachfront resort that is
a destination in itself, indulging
you with championship golf, a
world-class spa, a saltwater

Kauai from$1220

GRAND HYATT KAUAI RESORT & SPA
VIRTUOSO AMENITIES:

Complimentary room upgrade
Daily ANARA spa access for two
• One welcome appetizer at Seaview Terrace.
•

•

lagoon and so much more.
VACATION INCLUDES: 5 nights’ accommodation including the 5th night FREE,
daily buffet breakfast for two, complimentary Wi-Fi, taxes and more
PLUS Kids 18 & younger stay FREE! Hyatt Gold Passport® members
earn 1,000 points per paid night.

Rate quoted is per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rate valid for departure 12/9/15. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are
subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rate shown includes government-imposed fees and taxes. Rate is current as of 7/2/15; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher. For current
prices, please see http://www.pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be
advised at the time of booking. Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Inclusions are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, minimum night stays
and advance reservations may be required for certain amenities. Please ask for details. Hyatt Gold Passport® Points: To qualify, traveler must be a member of the Hyatt Gold Passport® program and must
present their Hyatt Gold Passport® card at check-in. Hyatt Gold Passport® points are valid for paid nights only and will not be awarded for complimentary 5th night. Hyatt Gold Passport® terms and conditions
apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2015
Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

For reservations, please contact your VIRTUOSO Travel Advisor

A GLOBAL VISION
Originally, we’d planned to live in
one country and really dig in. Instead, we decided to see as many
places as possible. What we’d lose
in cultural immersion, we’d gain in
sheer variety of sights, smells, flavors, sounds, and interactions. Playing with where on earth we wanted
to go was one of the most rewarding
experiences of our lives.
We bought round-the-world air
tickets and added independent legs
along the way. Heading off in early
June 2014, we started in Ireland and
the UK, then visited mainland Europe. In July, when it wasn’t too hot in
the Southern Hemisphere, we darted
down to South Africa for a safari in
Kruger National Park, but came back
to Europe immediately afterward for
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a Baltic cruise. That proved a major
highlight of the trip: Aboard the ship,
the kids had almost total independence for the first time in their lives.
We continued heading east in Europe, finishing in Turkey before backtracking to Morocco in October, again
for ideal weather, and on to Nepal in
early November, then China, Japan,
and Southeast Asia. By December,
we’d arrived in Bali, where we spent
the entire month on the beach. After
a quick stop in Singapore, we were off
to Australia and New Zealand, and,
from March until the trip ended this
July, South America. All in all, we
visited 34 countries in just over 13
months, having seen the world by
plane, train, boat, bike, camel, horse,
elephant, tuk-tuk, rickshaw, ox carriage, ocean liner, canoe, and Funyak.

Touring Phnom Penh, Cambodia, by tuk-tuk.

(MAP) JOSIE PORTILLO

All in all, we visited 34 countries in just over 13 months,
having seen the world by plane, train, boat, bike, camel, horse, elephant,
tuk-tuk, rickshaw, ox carriage, ocean liner, canoe, and Funyak.

A SWEET FAREWE L L
TO ROUTIN E
There’s a certain something about being at sea that will inspire you to
abandon the ordinary. Your schedule will become beautifully different.
Nights are no longer just nights, but chances to savor the sunset from
an elegant, floating hotel. Fill your days with the thrill of the casino, the
serenity of our Lotus Spa,® award-winning entertainment and sumptuous
international cuisine, in whichever combination you wish.

7-DAY MEXICAN RIVIERA

Ruby Princess® | Roundtrip Los Angeles | 1/24/16

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $95 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

10-DAY PANAMA CANAL,
COSTA RICA & CARIBBEAN

Island Princess® | Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale | 1/24/16

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $310 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

10-DAY SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN MEDLEY
Royal Princess® | Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale | 1/29/16

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $125 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

balcony
fares from

$879*
balcony
fares from

$1,959*
balcony
fares from

$1,899*

Receive up to $60 onboard credit!
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor
to plan your vacation today!
*$879 fare is based on category BF on Ruby Princess® sailing 1/24/16, $1,959 fare is based on category BE on Island Princess® sailing 1/24/16, $1,899 fare is based on category BB on Royal
Princess® sailing 1/29/16, on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply
to the frst two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. This ofer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any
other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Ofer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and
the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this ofer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and defnitions that apply
to all bookings. Up to $60 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and is not
redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. ©2015 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

BANG FOR THE BUCK
The cost can vary greatly on a
trip like this. We created a pretty
generous budget for ourselves,
but we’ve heard a family of four
can do it for as little as $150,000
for a year. Certainly we could
have spent less. Instead of selling or renting our house, we
had a young couple live there for
free to take care of it. We also
splurged on experiences. Let’s
go paragliding! Let’s rent that
yacht on the Turkish coast!
We biked the Loire Valley for a
week with Backroads. Dinner
at Le Jules Verne in the Eiffel
Tower is the favorite family
dinner of our lifetime – we were
terribly underdressed, but we
put on our most elegant smiles
and had the greatest night ever.
Lots of long-term travelers
talk about showing up at a destination and winging it, feeling that spontaneity is part of
the joy. That’s not our style. »

Beijing’s Temple of Heaven – Sam Jackson and Sam took a week of kung fu lessons.

A Taste of Rome
Savor the authentic
flavor
AD XXXXX
of the Eternal City!
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Please call your Virtuoso travel
advisor for more details.

Far
more
in the Far east

NOW OfferiNg all-iNclusive
packages ON every 2016 asia vOyage
abOard silver shadOW

free
shOre excursiONs
free
Wifi fOr every guest
iNcluded
airfare & traNsfers
iNcluded
2-Night hOtel

bOOk yOur silversea asia vOyage tOday aNd eNjOy
exclusive virtuOsO vOyager club® ameNities.
call yOur virtuOsO travel advisOr®.

Silversea’s Asia …

noW more
inCLUsiVe
than eVer

EVERY SUITE. EVERY PORT. EVERY 2016
ASIA VOYAgE ABOARd SILVER SHAdOW:
• FREE SHORE ExCURSIONS
• FREE WIFI FOR EVERY gUEST
• IncludEd ECONOMY CLASS AIR PLUS
TRANSFERS or BUSINESS CLASS AIR UPgRAdE
from juST $1,999 EACH WAY
• IncludEd 2-NIgHT PRE-CRUISE HOTEL

free Silver Shore SeleCT exCurSionS
Our free excursions use the best local guides to introduce you
to the region’s most memorable attractions. You can wind around
the magnificent limestone pillars of Ha Long Bay on a traditional
junk, for example, or visit Kyoto from Osaka, cultural fountainhead
of Classic Japan. You’re free to experience the highlights of every
port of call while enjoying the ultimate in pampering that is
uniquely Silversea’s.

free wifi for every gueST
Now you can free your imagination as you stay connected with
your world without costly internet fees. Our all-inclusive fares
include one free hour of WiFi per day, per guest, with select

Seeing the Far East has never been easier with Silversea’s

suites receiving unlimited free WiFi.

convenient, seamless packages that offer even more value.

inCluded airfare & TranSferS

Included airfare makes getting there as carefree as your voyage.
And a two-night, pre-cruise hotel stay will give you time to
refresh after your flight before you step aboard and relax. Then,
be sure to take advantage of free shore excursions in every port
to ensure you’ll see all the key sights. Once back on board, you
can still be connected, even as you disconnect, with free WiFi.

Silversea’s air package to Asia includes complimentary roundtrip
Economy Class air from over 50 U.S. and Canadian gateways as
well as transfers between airport, hotel and Silver Shadow. Or
you can upgrade to Business Class Air from just $1,999 each
way — an exceptional value. There is no better time than now
to see and explore Asia.

We also offer far more Far East sailings than any other cruise
line. You can follow the spice route to the bejeweled pagodas

inCluded 2-nighT Pre-CruiSe hoTel

of Myanmar, wind through the fabled islands of Indonesia and

Begin with two nights at a 5-star Shangri-La hotel, and enjoy time

the Philippines, explore Vietnam, in-depth, or visit China, Korea

to get to know one of Asia’s greatest cities. Located right on the

and Japan. And you can experience it all with a degree of luxury

legendary Victoria Harbour, the Shangri-La Hong Kong is just

unmatched at sea — a spacious suite, exquisite cuisine, the

minutes from the shops and restaurants. While the Shangri-La

head-to-toe pampering by a butler. Plus, the delightful

Singapore is set amid 15 acres of exotic gardens, yet just a short

camaraderie of a smaller ship that can bring you closer to the

walk from Orchard Road. The Shangri-La Tokyo, a tranquil retreat,

lands you visit. And now with the most inclusive all-inclusive

is located in the heart of Tokyo and sublimely co-exists with

fares in cruising.

modern wonders.

SILVERSEA’S

ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE
Round-trip economy class air
plus transfers
2-night pre-cruise hotel
Free Silver Shore Select Excursions
Free WiFi
Intimate ultra-luxury ship for
no more than 382 guests
Spacious suites with butler service
Open seating and speciality restaurants
Champagne, wines and spirits
served throughout the ship
In-suite bar with your preferred beverages
Exclusive partnership
with Relais & Châteaux
Onboard gratuities

Kota Kinabalu, Borneo

2016 ASIA VoYAgES ABoArd SILVEr ShAdow

date

FareS include:
airFare, tranSFerS,
hotel, Select
Shore excurSionS
& Free wiFi

daYS

voYaGe

From / to

Jan 5

14

3600

Singapore Round-trip

$6,650

Jan 19

9

3601

Singapore to Hong Kong

$6,050

Jan 28

9

3602

Hong Kong to Singapore

Feb 6

7

3603

Feb 13

12

3604

Feb 25

12

3605

Mar 8

14

3606

Mar 22

15

Apr 6

15

date

From / to

FareS include:
airFare, tranSFerS,
hotel, Select
Shore excurSionS
& Free wiFi

daYS

voYaGe

Apr 21

16

3609

Hong Kong to Tokyo

$9,850

Oct 4

16

3631

Tokyo to Hong Kong

$9,850

$5,750

Oct 20

11

3632

Hong Kong to Singapore

$6,450

Singapore Round-trip

$4,550

Oct 31

12

3633

Singapore Round-trip

$7,450

Singapore Round-trip

$7,750

Nov 12

14

3634

Singapore to Hong Kong

$8,850

Singapore to Hong Kong

$7,150

Nov 26

12

3635

Hong Kong to Singapore

$7,550

Hong Kong Round-trip

$7,950

Dec 8

12

3636

Singapore Round-trip

$7,850

3607

Hong Kong to Singapore

$9,350

Dec 20

15

3638

Singapore to Hong Kong

$9,250

3608

Singapore to Hong Kong

$9,350

Select sailings feature the added value of virtuoso voyager club. Create wonderful memories with
other Voyager Club guests and enjoy the following benefits, courtesy of your Virtuoso Travel Advisor:
onboard host Services, welcome aboard reception and exclusive Shore event or custom credit.

BooK Your SilverSea aSia voYaGe todaY.
call Your virtuoSo travel adviSor.
Asia All-Inclusive Offer: For Silver Shadow only. All Package Fares are shown in US dollars based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite and include Silver Shore Select Excursions, complimentary internet access, round-trip
economy air from select US and Canadian gateways plus two-nights pre-cruise hotel and applicable transfers on arrival, embarkation and disembarkation days. Applies to new full-fare bookings made on or after June 24,
2015 only. Additional restrictions may apply. For full terms and conditions, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

SilverSea’S aSia — now more incluSive than ever

Kyoto, Japan

YoUr home on
the China seas
What is it that makes small-ship cruising so uniquely satisfying? Actually, everything.
The intimacy. The close-knit camaraderie. The ease and convenience of cruising
waterways too shallow for larger ships. For example Silver Shadow can sail directly
into Bangkok and Ho Chi Minh City while big ships must anchor hours away. With
just a few hundred guests, the ambience is warm and congenial. Yet with the
highest space ratio at sea, there’s plenty of room to find your own personal space,
unhampered by someone else’s timetable. Come discover the joy of travel from
an intimate haven of incomparable luxury. Have breakfast in bed. Work out with a
personal trainer. Enjoy a stone massage at the spa. There are touches of polished
luxury everywhere — intimate dining rooms, Relais & Châteaux menus, a concierge
who can handcraft your own bespoke adventure ashore … and always a butler to
tend to the details. All this so you are free to experience the wonders that unfold
on your journey of a lifetime. And now, with free WiFi for every guest, stay
connected as you disconnect.

SuiTe indulgenCeS
Pratesi down duvet covers
and fine bed linens
Spacious walk-in wardrobe
Italian marble bathroom
with full tub
WiFi Internet service
Writing desk with
personalised stationery
Soft or firm mattress
Nine pillow types
Bvlgari, Ferragamo or
hypoallergenic bath amenities
A choice of room scents
by Laura Tonatto

silver shadOW — yOur hOme ON the chiNa seas
Veranda Suite

SuiTeS made To meaSure
Life aboard Silver Shadow has been designed for those with a passion for elegant exploration. gracious
and spacious, your suite becomes a haven appointed with every conceivable amenity. Fresh orchids
artfully arranged in your sitting room. Your choice of bedding, from the mattress to the pillows. An
in-room bar stocked with your favourite wines and liquors, no tabs required. Marble baths, walk-in
wardrobes. Also, the services of your butler to cater to your every need, whether to unpack for you,
arrange a pampering treatment at The Spa, or serve hors d’oeuvres and champagne on your private
veranda. This dedication to your well-being is expressed throughout the ship, and for the entirety
of your stay with us.
TemPTaTionS for The PalaTe
Satisfy your epicurean appetites with all that Silver Shadow has to offer, and perhaps the perfect way to
begin is with a fluted toast accompanied by a fig and foie gras torchon in Le Champagne. Every morsel
at The Restaurant is a taste of perfection, serving freshly prepared cuisine that honours the flavours of
the day’s destination in. La Terrazza, on the other hand, honours the traditions of the finest Italian cuisine
while embracing the principals of the Slow Food movement. Wherever and whenever you choose to
dine, you can be assured of attentive service and an extraordinary culinary experience.

bOOk yOur silversea asia vOyage tOday.
call yOur virtuOsO travel advisOr.

We want to know where we’re
going to sleep, so Caroline and
Rhona booked accommodations in advance for every
night of the trip. We like that
security. We stayed at plenty
of hotels, but it was mostly
apartments. It’s nice to have a
kitchen and washer and dryer,
but also a separate bedroom
from the kids. You absolutely
need that private space after
being together all day.

Touching down on a glacier outside Queenstown, New Zealand, before a boat tour of Milford Sound.

HOW TO PLAN WITH A PRO

Virtuoso travel advisor Rhona Wendler explains how the Goodners’ trip came together.
Planning around-the-world
adventures is complicated
but fun, and it helps when
clients are as organized as the
Goodners. Caroline outlined
the entire year on a detailed
spreadsheet, which was key
for the most complex aspect –
pacing. With any lengthy trip,
you need to consider each
family member’s interests
and dream experiences. To
help the Goodners maintain
stamina and enjoy 13 months
on the road, I partnered with

my colleagues and our global
Virtuoso connections for a
balance of home rentals with
group and private tours in
various destinations.
Around-the-world airline
tickets provide great value,
even for travelers visiting just
a handful of destinations; the
trade-off is that they come
with fairly strict routing rules.
We plotted the optimal route
using airline alliances, then
supplemented with individual
flights to other destinations.

Throughout the process, we
never actually met face-to-face,
as they live in Texas and I’m in
Maryland, but we discovered
that we’d be on different cruises
calling at Tallinn, Estonia, on
the same day in August! I was
traveling with my husband
and youngest daughter, who
is about the same age as Sam
Jackson and Catherine. It was a
wonderful way to meet for the
first time – we toured the Old
Town together and talked about
their trip.

WENDLER’S TIPS FOR PLANNING AN AROUND-THE-WORLD FAMILY TRIP
Outline each traveler’s wish list of
countries and experiences.

Plan for downtime: Intersperse

Start a travel blog and post frequently to
stay connected with family and friends.

Use a travel advisor. Despite best-laid plans, you will miss

hotel stays with longer villa

flights and run up against things beyond your control. For

and apartment rentals.

example, the Goodners had planned to wrap up with three
weeks skiing in Chile, but when they arrived, the resorts
were closed due to lack of snow. Rather than spending those

Know the requirements for missing a year of school,

176

final weeks stressing about refunds and travel logistics, they

and work with your favorite teachers to

explored Santiago for a few days while I handled everything

create a homeschooling plan.

and made arrangements at a resort farther south.

V I RT U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

We all had our homesick moments: It can feel very alien
when you’re jet-lagged somewhere, it’s sweltering and
dark, and the call to prayer
drifts in at 5:30 in the morning. Fortunately, our loved
ones visited us along the way.
Sam’s family came to Bali
for a week. Caroline’s family
met us in London and on the
Amalfi Coast. Four families
with kids met us in Turkey,
Greece, and Costa Rica.
Homeschooling provided a
regular rhythm to the weekdays, and it was fairly straightforward. As long as you focus
on math, reading, and writing,
the rest will emerge experientially. Kids can miss a year of
state history and still be fine!
A teacher from our school
back home stayed in touch by
Skype and email to offer writing assignments and feedback,
and both kids gave live video
presentations to their classes.
Because they learned at their
own pace, and thanks to the
wonders of Khan Academy
online, Sam Jackson and Catherine both advanced three
grade levels in math. They also
read nearly 50 books each on
their iPads.
Family dynamics evolve at an
exponential rate when you’re
together 24/7. Your kids see that
you’re not perfect parents, that

(HOUSE, BOOK, AND PEOPLE ICONS) SIMON METTLER, OLEG FROLOV, AND MICHAEL FINNEY/THE NOUN PROJECT

THE FAMILY THAT
GLOBE-TROTS TOGETHER

Dinner at Le Jules Verne in the Eiffel Tower is the favorite
family dinner of our lifetime – we were terribly underdressed, but we put
on our most elegant smiles and had the greatest night ever.

Kyoto, Japan: Sam and Catherine learn calligraphy from a local expert.
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you have emotions. We were watching the
movie Rudy one day and Catherine looked up
and saw her dad bawling his eyes out and said,
“What’s wrong with him?” And when one
person is in a bad mood, it affects everyone.
Oh, and alone time is impossible.
But the highs surpassed anything we’ve
ever experienced. None of us were prepared
for the majesty of Machu Picchu. To see African animals in a place like Kruger National
Park brings awe to a new level. Celebrity’s
cruise out of Amsterdam was fantastic. We
still get chills thinking about the Vasa Museum in Stockholm and the eye-opening challenges of poverty in places like Cambodia
and South Africa. Talk about perspective!
Ironically, what we miss now that we’re
back is what made the trip difficult at times:
constant togetherness, not having a routine,
being away from the familiar. But if one thing
is certain, it’s that we all truly understand
that our world is way bigger than Texas.

Some places are just fashionable,
others have style.

LA ROMANAHAS IT

HOW
TO

TRAVEL AT
EVERY AGE
A ROAD MAP TO THE WORLD FOR EVERY LIFE PHASE.

GEN XERS

BOOMERS

MATURES

(22-32)

(33-49)

(50-68)

(69+)

Customized tours,
Special Occasions

Hotel stays,
Mexico – and
Disney

Customized tours,
cruises

Cruises,
PLANNED
ITINERARIES

FAVORED TRIPS

AGE RANGE

GROUP

MILLENNIALS

ROB WILSON

WITH EACH STAGE OF LIFE, TRAVELERS’ DESIRED EXPERIENCES AND DESTINATIONS, AMOUNTS OF

free time, and activity levels change. And their travels, predictably, follow suit. Virtuoso recently took an in-depth look at travelers’ habits by age group: where people were in life, what that meant for their travel style, and how they preferred to see the world.
Our first-ever generational travel study used data from the past six years of U.S. and Canadian Virtuoso travel agency
bookings, totaling more than $35 billion. We combined that with focus-group feedback and interviews with travel advisors.
The result: a look at the habits of travelers who run the gamut from being fresh out of college to having decades of globetrotting experience (and the passport stamps to prove it). Read on for snapshots of the different age groups, insight from
BY TED BAUER
Virtuoso travel advisors, and trips tailored to each group.
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MILLENNIALS
(22-32)
Need to go now
*High
* Priceexpectations
conscious
*
Virtuoso’s research shows that

180
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Exacting taste: On the Pacific Coast Highway or in Peru,
millennial travelers want insider experiences.

TRY THESE TRIPS
Take an independent trip
(with local guides) through
Peru for 11 days with
Monograms, hitting Cuzco’s
Sacred Valley, Machu
Picchu, and the Amazon.
Departures: Any day through
December 25; from $2,339.
Head to Turks and
Caicos for a few days of
impeccable service – and

white sand – at the 85-room
Grace Bay Club. Junior suite
villas from $630, including
a bottle of Champagne and
a fruit plate upon arrival,
breakfast daily, and a $100
resort credit.
Drive the Pacific Coast
Highway from Los Angeles
to San Francisco, with overnights at Santa Barbara’s

Belmond El Encanto
(bungalows from $475,
including breakfast daily
and a $100 resort credit),
Big Sur’s Post Ranch Inn
(doubles from $825, including breakfast daily and a
$100 resort credit), and The
Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco
(doubles from $449, including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit).

(MACHU PICCHU) ONFOKUS/ISTOCK PHOTO,
(PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY) ALEKSANDARNAKIC/ISTOCK PHOTO

millennials tend to take more
close-to-home getaways. However, “This traveler tends to have
a clear reason to take a big trip,”
Cincinnati-based Virtuoso advisor Louisa Gehring says, “be it
a honeymoon, one final trip before starting a family, or to celebrate finishing graduate school.
I often have honeymoon clients
tell me that it might be the last
time they can get two weeks off
for a decade.” This, coupled with
growing up in the Google age,
creates a more exacting traveler
– one who wants to feel like an
insider and who doesn’t seek a
lot of hand-holding.
“With an older traveler, tastes
are more set,” she explains, “and
they are a bit more laid-back
about price. With a millennial, if
there’s a difference of $1,000 per
night versus $800 per night and
I think Hotel A is better, I need
to very exactly justify that.”
Gehring recently worked with
a couple contemplating either
Costa Rica or Peru. For the same
cost, Costa Rica would allow for
five-star-property stays during
peak season, while Peru offered
four-star properties during the
rainy season. It seemed like a
no-brainer. But the clients chose
Peru. “They were thinking this
was the last big trip before they
started a family,” she says. Costa
Rica seemed reasonable in six
years with kids, but for Peru the
kids would need to be older.
“This personified millennials to me,” she notes, “because
they’re open and want to see
many places in the world, but
they need to organize their
bucket lists into what works best
for the current phase.”

GEN XERS
(33-49)

*

Seeking
the extraordinary
Family travel
Tech-savvy

*
*
School calendars largely dictate

Reconnection with
family rules the day for
Gen-X travelers.

timing for this group, our study
shows. “In the 33-to-49 set, it’s
all based on whether you have
kids, and what ages the kids
are,” agrees Ottawa-based advisor Sheila Gallant-Halloran.
Another notable aspect to
this set is their involvement in
the process. “This group tends
to be tech-savvy, and they’ll aid
my work by searching for hotels
and experiences themselves,”
she says. “If we can collaborate,
we’re all doing well.”
People with toddlers tend
to travel less (no surprise), although Gallant-Halloran recalls one family who took their
2-month-old to Dubai (the
youngest child ever included in
a Big Five Tours & Expeditions
Dubai itinerary). “In this age
group, you see a lot of folks that
have some money, but they’re

so crushed with work, life, and
family commitments that the
main type of trip they want is a
chance to reconnect with their
family,” she says.
At the same time, though,
this group wants different experiences. “If they do a fly-andflop to an all-inclusive, they
won’t want to do that a second
time,” Gallant-Halloran adds.
“They want unique itineraries.”
There’s a similarity between
Gen Xers and millennials in
terms of hotel booking: They
both want the same value. Gen
Xers, though, want to play a
greater role in finding it, often
directly collaborating with the
advisor. And millennials tend
to stay a bit closer to home,
whereas Gen Xers are branching out to Mexico and beyond.
“With boomers, as they get
into their sixties and they’ve
built a relationship with their
advisor, there’s more of an
‘I trust you’ mentality,” says
Gallant-Halloran, “more of
‘You go do it and I know it’ll
work out.’ Gen Xers still want
that very tied-in role [in their
travel planning].”

(GIRL WITH SEA TURTLE) STEPHEN SIMPSON/GETTY IMAGES, (HIKING) JACQUES PIERRE/
AGE FOTOSTOCK, (MOTHER AND DAUGHTER) CATHERINE LEDNER/GETTY IMAGES

TRY THESE TRIPS
For a Mexico fix, check into the
Rosewood Mayakoba on the
Riviera Maya (suites from $515,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit) or the Four Seasons Resort Punta Mita on the
country’s Pacific side (doubles
from $509, including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit).

credit). Disney World’s on-site
properties are fantastic, but so
are the Four Seasons Resort
Orlando (doubles from $399,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit) and Waldorf
Astoria Orlando (doubles from
$179, including breakfast daily
and a $100 resort credit).

Disney beckons during these
years. If you’re doing Disneyland, consider a stay at The
Resort at Pelican Hill in nearby
Newport Beach (doubles from
$495, including a daily breakfast
credit and a $100 golf or spa

Take the family biking, hiking,
and flying through southwestern Utah on Butterfield &
Robinson’s private seven-day
trip. Departures: Any day through
2016 (April through October are
best); from $7,995.
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Millennial trip: The
Turk s and Caic os.

Gen Xer s plan a r ound
sc hool c alenda r s.

Boomers want to see the world, see it now,
and see it with family. Money becomes less of an object.
Mat ur es favor
a r ela xing pac e.

(TURKS AND CAICOS) FRANCO BANFI/AGE FOTOSTOCK, (BEACH FAMILY) CATHERINE LEDNER/GETTY IMAGES,
(COUNTRYSIDE FAMILY) ADIE BUSH/AGE FOTOSTOCK, (CRUISE COUPLE) TONY JOY/GETTY IMAGES

Boomer s take
t he whole fa mily.
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BOOMERS
(50-68)

trips
* Multigenerational
Experience over cost
* If not now, when?
*
This group spends the most on

travel, largely because they’re
well established in their careers
and tend to be in managerial

roles that allow them to take
more time off.
“One thing you see with
older boomers is that they’re
intensely interested in introducing their grandchildren
to travel, with or without the
parents,” says La Jolla, California-based Virtuoso advisor
Margaret Stein. She recently
booked a family of 13 – three

generations, from grandparents down to a 3-year-old – on a
ten-day Mediterranean cruise,
followed by ten nights in Morocco. “They rode camels in the
desert camp,” Stein says. “Even
the babies!”
“A lot of times, you’ll see trips
where money isn’t an issue,”
says McLean, Virginia-based
agency president Anne Morgan

Scully, “because the focus for
them is on the experience.”
Many travelers in this group
have an “if not now, when?” approach to travel and realize that
their trips in the next phase of
life might be limited by mobility
concerns. They want to see the
world, see it now, and see it with
family; money becomes less of
an object.

Seizing the moment: Boomers have the
means and the motivation for big-ticket trips.

(VILLA FAMILY) ZAK KENDAL/AGE FOTOSTOCK

TRY THESE TRIPS
Take the family on Micato’s
custom-designed 15-day Kenya
safari. From $27,700 per adult.
Set up camp in a Tuscan villa
through Villas of Distinction: for
example, five-bedroom Villa Bice
in the countryside one hour west
of Florence. From $1,321 per night,
including a $100 concierge credit

toward chef services, pantry stocking,
and more.
Call on Saint Bart’s, Nevis, and
other Caribbean ports on an eightday sailing from Miami to San
Juan, Puerto Rico, aboard Crystal
Cruises’ 922-passenger Crystal
Symphony. Departure: December 19;
from $5,390.
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TRY THESE TRIPS

(69 AND OVER)
adventuring
* Leisurely
Planned itineraries
* Cruising
*
Cruising spikes in popular-

ity with this group, and one
oft-cited reason is the “only unpack once” advantage. “In general, older clientele appreciate
a planned itinerary,” says Kola,
Manitoba-based advisor Rebecca Penner. “They like knowing from day to day what will be
happening and where they’re
sleeping each night, and having
regular mealtimes.” Each traveler is different, of course, and
many remain focused on adventures and new experiences well
into their eighties.
La Jolla-based Virtuoso advisor Colleen Petre points out
another trend: “You do have
a dawning awareness of limitation in this age range,” she
says. “Priorities become more
important. Someone will want
to see India now, and then do
a more relaxing itinerary in a
few years.”
The pacing of trips is important too – another reason
cruising reigns supreme in
this demographic – with Petre
noting, “Older travelers require a bit more downtime;
overall that creates a more
enjoyable trip.”

Active but
relaxed:
Mature travelers want
downtime
and rich
experiences.
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Sail the classic Danube
aboard an 11-day AmaWaterways’ river cruise from
Prague to Budapest.
Departures: Multiple dates
year-round; from $3,479,
including three nights’ accommodation in Prague.

Seven Seas Cruises’
700-passenger Seven Seas
Voyager. The Singaporeto-Hong Kong sailing calls
in the Philippines, Borneo,
and throughout Southeast
Asia. Departure: January
18, 2016; from $24,000.

Journey through Asia
for 34 days aboard Regent

Celebrate a milestone
wedding anniversary

in Paris at an institution
such as the Ritz (slated to
reopen late this year after a
massive renovation) or the
pied-à-terre-style Hotel
Lancaster, in a nineteenthcentury mansion off the
Champs-Élysées (doubles
from $653, including
breakfast daily and a $100
food-and-beverage credit).

(DANUBE VALLEY) BLUEJAYPHOTO/ISTOCK PHOTO, (MAN WITH CAMERA) FUSE/GETTY IMAGES

MATURES

9:09PM

Te moment you found a
new sense of harmony.

Experience a true Shanghai legend: Fairmont Peace Hotel’s Jazz Bar, where guests and
locals alike have gathered since the 1930s. Today, the Old Jazz Band takes you back to
the glamour of that earlier era with a mixture of sounds and sights that will linger in your
memory long after the last note fades. For all your dazzling adventures, make Fairmont
Peace Hotel—or any of our nearly 30 Virtuoso hotels around the globe—your home base.
Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to fnd your Fairmont moment.

HOW
TO

WIN A PHOTO
CONTEST
From Paris to Myanmar, Virtuoso travel advisors capture the world they know so well.
Here, the winning shots from our annual photo competition, and the stories behind them.

GRAND PRIZE
Please Take These to My Room
Paris, France
Annette Sordoni
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“Upon returning
to The Peninsula
Paris after a
perfect day
in the City of
Light, I turned
to see the
bellhop carrying
designer
shopping bags
to what I wish
was my room.
The dreamlike
atmosphere of
the lobby, with
its falling crystal
leaves, made
me feel like
perhaps dreams
do come true.”

FIRST
Dreaming of
La Dolce Vita
Positano, Italy
Kayla Zeigler

SECOND
Swedish Lapland
Harads, Sweden
Alex Facy

“I took this photo one
morning at Le Sirenuse
hotel, just as the
harbor was starting
to wake up. The views
here are some of the
best on the entire
Amalfi Coast.”

THIRD
Are You Looking at Me?
Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest, Uganda
Rocio Zamora
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WIN A PHOTO CONTEST

“A balloon ride
in Cappadocia is
magical. There was a
wedding proposal on
our flight, which made
the Champagne toast
upon landing even
more special.”

Magical Cappadocia
Cappadocia, Turkey
Ryan Dandy

Inspiration for Walt
Schwangau, Germany
Andrea González
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King Penguins with a Chick
South Georgia Island
Pamela Hartman

King of Hats in Ecuador
Cuenca, Ecuador
Ashley Honigman

“Before heading to Quito to board a
Galápagos Islands cruise, I visited one of
the most famous Panama hatmakers in
Cuenca, Ecuador. He had lost his voice
a few years back, but his spirit was
vibrant and he was proud of his work. I
chose a fantastic hat to bring home as a
gift, and he gave me one of his favorite
pieces to keep. It was my favorite
souvenir of the entire trip.”

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 5
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WIN A PHOTO CONTEST

Warm Welcome
in the Serengeti
Tanzania
Yann Gasnier
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The Priest
Wukro, Ethiopia
Alex Chan

Capital Tulips
Ottawa, Ontario
Michelle Streicher

“On a visit to
Myanmar, I hired a
private guide to drive
me to some out-ofthe-way destinations.
One of those was
a monastery in the
town of Mawlamyine.
We arrived at dusk,
just in time for
evening prayers.
This small group of
novices and monks
pointing into the
distance seemed like
a metaphor for the
human journey.”

Myanmar Monks
Mawlamyine,
Myanmar
John Langford

Emblem of Venice
Venice, Italy
Andrea González
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WIN A PHOTO CONTEST

“At the Four
Seasons
Safari Lodge,
Serengeti,
I watched
zebras come to
this watering
hole, drink for
five minutes,
and leave; then
another group
would move in
to take their
place.”

Where Everybody
Knows Your Name
Serengeti,
Tanzania
Dan Smith

Balinese Guide
Bali, Indonesia
Birgitt Pajarola
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An oasis of luxury.
Picture perfect views, endless days of sunshine and all the amenities
you could ever image. Luxury. It’s where you choose to stay and where
you choose to live out your passions. Find your oasis.

visitgreaterpalmsprings.com
9 RESORT CITIES. ONE BEAUTIFUL OASIS. palm springs | desert hot springs | cathedral city | rancho mirage | palm desert | indian wells | la quinta | indio | coachella

HOW TO

WIN A PHOTO CONTEST

Decisions, Decisions ...
the Pool or the Sea?
Amalfi Coast, Italy
Kayla Zeigler

All You Need Is Love
Rift Valley, Kenya
Robin Burch

Arctic Fox
Canadian Arctic
Pamela Hartman
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Don’t just stay. Live.
We offer you six types of suites, each with it’s own unique design, décor, and style; however, they all share
one thing in common—a defnite air of luxury. Personal butlers make sure you never have to lift a fnger
while on vacation. Luxurious features and amenities elevate every moment to the height of pampering. And,
special privileges such as reserved seating in the theater and priority seating in our specialty restaurants
mean you are truly treated as VIPs.
Celebrity’s Suite Class will include even more benefits, raising the global standard in modern luxury
vacations.
As a suite guest, you will enjoy:
• Luminae, an exclusive restaurant with menus not available anywhere else on board for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner
• 24/7 access to a private lounge—Michael’s Club—featuring a personal concierge, live music,
complimentary cocktails, and snacks
• “All-in” benefits with Premium Beverage Packages, unlimited complimentary Internet and specialty
dining, and so much more

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

*Suite amenities vary by suite category. ©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 15045292 • 5/2015

Culture Stop

HOW TO

VISIT CUBA

There’s a reason everyone wants to go now. Here’s how to do it right.

W

E’RE CRUISING HAVANA’S MALECÓN SEAFRONT

boulevard in a cherry-and-cream 1958 Edsel convertible – one of seven open-top Detroit dowagers hired
for a final-night fling on the National Geographic
Expeditions tour that I’m leading. Travelers whoop as their chauffeurs tap out an air-horn calliope of favorite tunes. Every fourth
car we pass is a creaky 1950s classic rumbling down the road to the
rhythm of rumba on the radio. It’s a form of twilight-zone travel
made more surreal by roadside billboards featuring socialist slogans
and a bearded Che Guevara and Fidel. As the sun sinks below the Atlantic horizon, a carnal-red sky illuminates art deco and modernist
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skyscrapers that recall Havana’s prerevoCapital cool: Driving
lutionary mobster era. Hollywood couldn’t
Havana in style.
have dreamed up a more iconic stage set.
Cuba’s frozen-in-time, franchise-free cityscapes are finally on the
cusp of a U.S. invasion. The forbidden fruit is suddenly not so taboo.
President Obama’s December 17, 2014, announcement that the U.S.
and Cuba intend to resume diplomatic relations presaged an easing
of travel restrictions. Every U.S. citizen with a passport seems seduced: The thaw fueled a 36 percent rise in visits by Americans to the
island in the first quarter of 2015. The July reopening of the U.S. Embassy in Cuba is sure to sustain the trend.

LISETTE POOLE/REDUX/THE NEW YORK TIMES

BY CHRISTOPHER P. BAKER

EUROPE IS ALWAYS
IN STYLE AND NOW
IT’S ON SALE!
2016 is THE year to visit Europe.
A favorable US currency has allowed us
to pass along better pricing for 2016 when
compared to 2015. But if that’s not reason
enough, you can also save up to $1,377
per couple when you take advantage of our
early 10%* savings on all 2016 tours.

To book your Europe tour,
contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor today.

*Book and deposit a 2016 Globus Europe or North America (excluding
Cuba) vacation to save 10% per person on the land-only portion of the
core tour not including extra night accommodations, extensions, taxes, fees,
tips or supplements. Booking must be made and under deposit between June
24 and September 15, 2015 for travel in 2016. Offer not valid with any other offer
except Journeys Club Repeat Traveler beneft. Not applicable to custom tours. Discount
will apply to individual members of groups adding a name and non-refundable per person
deposit WITHIN the promo window. Not applicable on TBA space. Applies to new 2016
bookings only. Offer reliant on space availability. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional
restrictions may apply. May be withdrawn any time. XXX16

Culture Stop
Bird’s-eye over Havana.
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As the sun sinks below the Atlantic horizon,
a carnal-red sky illuminates art deco
and modernist skyscrapers that recall
Havana’s prerevolutionary mobster era.
“New rules allow U.S. citizens to travel to
Cuba without asking Uncle Sam for permission in advance – as long as their trip fits one
of 12 permitted categories, such as journalism or religious travel,” says Orlando-based
Virtuoso travel advisor David Lee, who has
traveled numerous times to Cuba. But ordinary tourism is still banned. It will take an
act of Congress to lift the travel restrictions.
Until then, the simplest legal way to travel
to Cuba is to sign up for a “People-to-People”
(P2P) educational program such as those
offered by tour companies licensed by the
Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC). “We’re also able to
customize more-flexible private itineraries tailored to the specific needs of clients
within the 12 licensed categories, so long as it
complies with OFAC requirements for legal
travel,” adds Lee. That includes maintaining
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documentary proof that a traveler has kept to
a permitted agenda. As for accommodations,
Cuba’s hotels run the budgetary gamut, but
the state’s star system is overly generous, and
U.S. tour groups pay a premium. Foreignmanaged hotels are always superior to those
operated by Cuba’s own chains.
The upshot: It pays to rely on a travel advisor who knows how to expertly navigate the

DOS & DON’TS

 DO take enough cash to cover
an emergency.

 DO practice your Spanish – Cubans
will appreciate it.

 DO mingle with Cubans out and about.
 DON’T say negative things about Cuba
or the Castros in public.

GALLERY STOCK
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legal and logistical minefield, helping travelers avoid potential violations. For example,
travelers to Cuba can fly direct from the U.S.
using charter flights that must be booked
through a licensed “travel service provider.”
However, in order to meet OFAC requirements, their entire itinerary must comply
with those sanctioned categories, notes Lee.

TAIT SIMPSON/GALLERY STOCK

“LEAVE THE BEACH TOWEL AT HOME. YOU

can’t simply sign up and head off to Cuba’s
stunning white sands,” adds Cuban-born
Edie Mosquera, a Fort Lauderdale-based
Virtuoso travel advisor. Travelers visiting
Cuba should focus on experiencing its rich,
vibrant culture. “Cubans are outgoing, funloving people. They feel a great admiration
for America and are strongly influenced by
American culture,” she says.
People-to-People trips are required to
maintain a full schedule of activities designed to, in OFAC’s parlance, “result in
meaningful interaction” with Cubans.
Expect little free time. Depending on the
P2P program, you’ll meet with artists, city

JORDAN
live the list

Cuban street style.
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Undeniably
Adventurous!
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Hawaiian Islands
Central America
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7 & 9-Night INCLUSIVE
Island-Hopping
Adventure Cruises
36 to 84 Guests

Kayak • Snorkel • Hike

A festive Havana gathering.

HAVANA AND THE HEARTLAND

Plan a Cuban exploration – and stay connected too.
Wireless Traveler’s
options for staying
connected in Cuba
include a SIM card
that inserts into an
unlocked cell phone
and rental phones
that work from within
the country.
Travelers on Backroads’ eight-day walking tour hike in the
Sierra del Rosario Biosphere Reserve and
Santa Catalina cave
system. Along with
gaining insights into
Cuba’s organic farming at an organopónico (cooperative urban
garden), participants
explore vibrant Old
Havana and take
salsa dance lessons.
Departures: Multiple

200

dates through 2016;
from $5,498.
A Cuba expert accompanies National Geographic Expeditions’
nine-day program for
Afro-Cuban music
and dance programs
in Havana. Also on the
itinerary: the colonial
city of Trinidad, a
choir performance
and visit to an art
school in the port city
of Cienfuegos, and a
visit to the Bay of Pigs.
Departures: Multiple dates November
through June; from
$5,995.
Abercrombie &
Kent’s 13-day trip
ranges from the revolutionary heartland of
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Santiago de Cuba to
Havana and beyond.
Highlights include Fidel Castro’s birthplace
at Birán and ages-old
Remedios, and elders
who teach travelers
traditional danzón
music and dance in
Santa Clara. Departures: Multiple dates
October through
June; from $7,495.
Explore Cuba’s wild
side on Zegrahm
Expeditions’ 11-day
trip, with overnights
in Topes de Collantes National Park,
birding in the Zapata
wetlands, and boating
through limestone
caves in the Viñales
Valley. Cultural
elements include a

Buena Vista Social
Club show and a visit
to Hemingway’s home
in San Francisco
de Paula. Departure:
January 14, 2016; from
$8,780.
With Havana as a base
for Absolute Travel’s
eight-day immersion,
travelers take in performances, art galleries, and studios, and
meet Cubans ranging
from music professors
to a flamenco-troupe
leader. Another highlight: meeting with
students at Proyecto
Grabadown, a program for disabled
youths. Departures:
November 29 and
December 27;
from $5,490.

TAI POWER SEEFF/GETTY IMAGES
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planners, journalists, and/or historians,
plus experience, usually, a medley of musical encounters that steep you in Cuba’s
cultural potpourri. Tours by National Geographic Expeditions (one of the first companies to offer Cuba P2P tours back in 2011)
feature a performance by a children’s theater group, as well as the Cantores de Cienfuegos choir – uplifting experiences that
have been known to inspire tears among
guests. Abercrombie & Kent even includes
a cooking class at a paladar – one of Cuba’s
new private restaurants that are setting the
country’s culinary scene abuzz.
And the nightlife? Hot enough to cook a
spicy ropa vieja (stewed lamb). But come prepared: On a recent trip, one traveler arrived
with barely $100 in greenbacks – about enough
for a night at Havana’s legendary Tropicana
cabaret. Error! Sure, President Obama’s new
regulations pave the way to someday use U.S.
credit cards in Cuba. Alas, for now, cash is
still king. The good news? U.S. visitors can
now bring back $400 in Cuban products,
including $100 worth of cigars and/or rum.
The U.S. government, however, sets no limit
on the amount of artwork you can buy – your
Picasso-like canvas by renowned artist José
Fuster is considered “informational material.” So be prepared to splurge: Cuba’s vivacious art scene elicits oohs and aahs.
Not that visitors will be singing its praises
over Skype. Digitally speaking, Cuba isn’t
exactly what you’d call surfable. Although
most hotels have Internet connections, only
a few have Wi-Fi, which barely exists outside
the hotels – downloads can be so slow that
you’ll dream of your old dial-up network back
home. Don’t expect the obligatory scratch
card that grants access to the governmentrun system to be available when you need
one. And don’t expect your cell phone to work
for calling: No U.S. phone company yet offers
international roaming in Cuba (although the
new regulations gave permission).
“Cuban reality virtually requires travelers to be unplugged,” notes Mosquera. That
includes logging out of the twenty-first
century, I muse, as my group revels in its
date with Eisenhower-era American iron.
Cruising the timeworn Malecón, they seem
utterly charmed by this beguiling, long-forbidden destination only a 45-minute flight
away from glittering high-rise Miami.
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Complete Travel Protection
| Health
There are NO
FOLIOS | Security | Crisis
for 1/2-page ad pages.

MedjetAssist set the standard for air medical
transport by ofering travelers the frst
hospital -of-choice membership program
in the United States. Now Medjet is setting
a new standard in travel protection.

Introducing Medjet Horizon.
Horizon ofers all of the great benefts of a Medjet membership plus
an unprecedented suite of security, health and travel services.
Upgrade your travel protection today with a Medjet membership
that includes Horizon.
Annual Medjet memberships start at $260. Upgrade to Horizon for an
additional $139 per year. Ask your preferred Virtuoso travel advisor for
more information on this amazing new membership.

Cruise Call

NATURAL

ATTRACTION

T

ROPICAL HILLSIDE FORESTS, BEACHES KISSED BY

clear waters, and superb snorkeling define stoplight-free
Saint John, one of the Caribbean’s most pristine destinations. The 20-square-mile island owes its unsullied allure
to conservationist Laurance Rockefeller, who donated vast tracts
of land to the U.S. government in 1956. Today, travelers can explore
coral gardens, forested hikes, and eighteenth-century sugar-mill ruins, all protected by the National Park Service, which maintains 60
percent of the island and thousands of acres below the waves.
Cruises to Saint John (smaller ships from lines such as SeaDream
and Seabourn) call on Cruz Bay, the lively main port. About 20 minutes to the east, over roads traversed by donkeys, goats, and cows,
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sailboats line the harbor of quiet Coral Bay.
Lush and laid-back:
Saint Thomas, about four miles west, is home
Cruz Bay.
to the closest airport and has regular ferry
service to Saint John. As well, most cruise ships stopping in Saint
Thomas provide excursions to Saint John, and yachts and chartered
boats moor in its harbors if you desire private transport. Whether
you’re there for a day or a week, here’s how to make the most of your
time on Saint John.
BEACHES, SNORKELING, AND DIVING
Saint John’s most beautiful beaches stretch out along the North
Shore Road. Trunk Bay, the only beach that charges admission ($4),

SEAN PAVONE /ALAMY

How to discover the U.S. Virgin Islands’
wilder side on Saint John. BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE

River cruising

IT’S ALL ABOUT
THE DESTINATION...
On a Tauck European river cruise, you’ll be cruising aboard some of the most innovative, spacious and comfortable
riverboats afloat, featuring the industry’s most director-level staff. But once you’re on our all-included shore
excursions for Tauck guests only – with more exclusive experiences ashore than any other company on Europe’s
waterways – it’s all about the destination... and immersing in the world of the folks who live it day-to-day.
So when you meet the gardians (cowboys) and watch them in action on a family-owned ranch in la Camargue... dine
at a 15th-century schloss overlooking the Rhine... listen to Celia Sandys’ heartwarming stories of her “grandpapa,”
Sir Winston Churchill, in London... go shopping with a local on market day or behind-the-scenes with musicians
at an orchestra rehearsal in a Viennese palace... you’ll be sure to enjoy an experience you can’t get on your own.
Distinctively inclusive European river cruising from Tauck. Because how you see the world matters.

2016 sailings now available. For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Cruise Call

tip
“Some of the best Caribbean
snorkeling I’ve done was at Caneel
Bay, right off Scott Beach, where you
can watch schools of fish and conch
dragging themselves along the ocean
floor. Day trips to the British Virgin
Islands can be easily arranged – just
don’t forget your passport.”
– Deborah Barth, Virtuoso
advisor, Birmingham,
Alabama
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features a 675-foot snorkeling trail with underwater markers. Cinnamon Bay extends
for almost a mile and offers water-sports
rentals. A shady fringe of trees and a handful of picnic tables back Hawksnest, while
at Maho, turtles graze on sea grass offshore
and iguanas and deer forage in the foliage.
Robust swimmers snorkel around Waterlemon Cay, an offshore outcropping in
Waterlemon Bay, not far from the well-preserved remains of the Annaberg sugar plantation. Watch for turtles as you approach the
rocky cay, where parrot fish and blue tangs
dart among coral in the strong current.
For scuba enthusiasts, Low Key Watersports leads shore and boat dives, including
the popular wreck of the Rhone, a 310-foot
brigantine-rigged schooner that sank in
1867 off Salt Island, east of Saint John.
HIKING
The northern coast is best for beaches but
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Saint John’s south shore caters to hikers.
Follow Salt Pond Bay Trail to the south
end of Salt Pond Bay Beach, a broad, sparsely
frequented bay. Then continue along Drunk
Bay Trail to a rocky, wave-lashed beach
strewn with coral sculptures left by previous visitors, or follow Ram Head Trail, ascending 200 feet of cactus-lined track for
panoramic views of the sea.
For a more challenging workout, climb
the steep 2.2-mile Reef Bay Trail, which
winds past the ruins of four sugar estates.
Continue down the Petroglyph Trail to see
pre-Columbian rock carvings surrounding
a freshwater pool.
SHOPPING AND DINING
From the Cruz Bay ferry terminal, the
compact port’s best bars, restaurants, and
boutiques are all within a ten-minute walk.
Browse Mongoose Junction, an attractive,
open-air stone mall, for gifts and souvenirs.

(SUGAR MILL) AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE
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Cruz Bay refreshment
and snorkeling in
Hawksnest Bay. Opposite: Sugar-mill ruins.

AD XXXXX
At Wharfside Village along the palm-lined
waterfront, shop for fine jewelry made from
rare old coins or shaped like the island’s
iconic petroglyph symbols at Verace.
Order a St. John Brewers’ Tropical Mango
Pale Ale and tempura fish tacos to go with the
bay views at The Beach Bar, also at Wharfside Village. Head to The Longboard, a Cruz
Bay newcomer, on Prince Street for happy
hour and a Mexican-inflected menu.

If you’re out and about in a Jeep, Caneel
Bay resort general manager Nikolay Hotze
recommends a meal at Miss Lucy’s on Friis
Bay for authentic Caribbean food: conch
fritters, fried fish and plantains, and more.
Italian fare at Zozo’s at The Sugar Mill,
housed – you guessed it – in an old Caneel
Bay sugar mill, has seafaring flair, with
dishes such as lobster tagliatelle and pistachio-crusted mahimahi.

SAIL OR STAY

(FRUIT STAND) RICHARD CUMMINS/AGE FOTOSTOCK,
(SNORKELING) MACDUFF EVERTON/AGE FOTOSTOCK

Three ways to see Saint John.
CRUISE Seabourn’s
450-passenger Seabourn
Odyssey calls in Cruz Bay
during a 13-day Caribbean
sailing round-trip from Fort
Lauderdale. Among optional
shore excursions: a snorkeling tour by catamaran and a
hike through a tropical forest
to Honeymoon Beach.
Departures: October 28,
November 9, and December
3; from $4,000.

Snorkel Trunk Bay’s underwater trail or kayak to
uninhabited Henley Cay
during one of the 112-passenger SeaDream II’s frequent calls on Saint John.
SeaDream Yacht Club’s
six- to eight-day sailings run
from November through
April each year. Departures:
Multiple dates November
2015 through April 2016;
from $2,399.

STAY The 166-room Caneel
Bay resort, founded by
Laurance Rockefeller, encompasses seven beaches
spread over 170 acres where
deer and donkeys roam.
Digital detox alert: Rooms
have no phones or televisions. Doubles from $559,
including breakfast daily and
a sunset cruise. The resort
reopens for the season on
November 1.
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Dossier

8

QUESTIONS FOR:

Larry Pimentel

After more than 25 years in the industry,
the president and CEO of Azamara Club
Cruises still seeks out new destinations.
1 Number of countries you’ve
visited? 124.

Travel motto? Travel with

a purpose.

6

3 Favorite travel memories? I’ve
traveled a lot on my own, but my
favorite memories are of when my
wife and kids see something for the
first time that I may be seeing for
the third or fourth. I love exposing
them to cultural diversity.
4 Azamara gives its cruisers
more time and overnight stays
in port than other lines. What
was the reasoning behind that
decision? Research shows that

destination and culture are the
top reasons people travel. This has
impacted everything we do, from
our destination and culinary selections to onboard programming and
off-the-ship land discoveries.

The Azamara
Journey in Kotor,
Montenegro.

Any new ports on your radar?

I’d love to do some cruising in more
exotic areas, like the Arctic and
Antarctic. I went to the Galápagos
Islands two years ago and loved
every moment of it. The odd thing
about bucket lists is, when an item
comes off, there’s always somewhere new going on.
7 When you’re not at sea, where
do you like to vacation? Even on

land-based holidays, I still gravitate toward water. I’ve been to the
Greek Isles, Hawaii, Australia, and
New Zealand this year, and every
resort I stayed at was on the coast.
8

How do you define luxury?

For me, today, it’s more about being
enriched; it’s less about things. But
if I rolled back the clock 10, 15, or 20
years, you would find that my definition has evolved. I don’t think
there’s one right definition that applies to all people. Luxury depends
on what you’re looking for.

HOW TO FIND THE BEST VIEW AT SEA “Head to the ship’s highest open deck.

The vistas are fantastic, and you’ll be able to feel the texture of the air.”
206

V I RT U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI, GROOMING BY DOUGLAS FULLER ATKINSON

2

5 Favorite port of call? I never tire
of going to the Amalfi Coast in
Italy. Positano is a favorite of mine.

Explore the Magic and Allure of Hawaii
At Starwood Hotels & Resorts’ Hawaiian properties, we capture and embody the true essence of our islands. Offering guests the chance to
discover the real Hawai’i, the way it’s meant to be. From the welcoming smile of our Starwood ‘Ohana (family) and our luxurious comforts, to the
favors of our world-class cuisines and thrilling activities - every experience is designed to offer a unique and distinctive sense of place. Let us help
you explore the magic, the beauty and the timeless allure of Hawai’i. Join us on our amazing islands for a vacation beyond your dreams.

HAWAII | Oahu

HAWAII | Kauai

The Royal Hawaiian,
a Luxury Collection Resort

The St. Regis Princeville Resort

•
•
•
•
•

$1000 resort credit per room per stay
$100 Classic booking credit
Daily continental breakfast for two
Daily evening appetizers
Mailani Tower Ocean Front

• $1000 resort credit per room per stay
• $100 Classic booking credit
• Deluxe Ocean Room
5 nights from $2,199 per person

5 nights from $2,139 per person

call your virtuoso travel advisor
Offers are valid on new bookings only and are not combinable with other offers. Sample price is land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual prices may vary based on travel dates and
availability. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fuctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond
Classic Vacations control. Book now through 12/16/15 for travel now through 12/20/15. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout
dates, minimum night stays, seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees and other restrictions may apply. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.
400-0615

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
DOWN ON THE FARM IN NEW ZEALAND
A working coastal farm set along scenic Banks Peninsula on the South Island, Annandale whisks you
away from the everyday world. Discover a captivating place with four private and secluded villas,
including an ultramodern escape for couples and a fully restored 19th-century homestead, magnificent
gardens, and a wealth of adventures waiting just outside your door. Farm-to-table cuisine is an Annandale
hallmark; savor it with your $100 food and beverage credit.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and availability. Virtuoso guests also receive breakfast provisions in-villa,
along with early check-in and late checkout, if available.

DOUBLE YOUR PLEASURE IN BOSTON’S BACK BAY
With a coveted perch overlooking Boston’s scenic Back Bay, Fairmont Copley Plaza stands as the
city’s best-addressed hotel. Now you can enjoy even more of her pleasures with a double room upgrade
when you book a stay through your Virtuoso travel advisor. Use your $50 hotel credit toward a farm-totable feast at OAK Long Bar + Kitchen, and you’re just minutes from all the historic sites of “America’s
Walking City.”
Available through March 31, 2016. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive full
breakfast daily and more. Double upgrade subject to availability.

STAY THREE, SAVE 30% IN SUNNY ORLANDO
Immerse yourself in the tranquil surroundings of The Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes, located
within easy reach of the city’s major attractions. Stay three nights or longer and enjoy 30 percent savings,
a complimentary upgrade at time of booking, and valet parking throughout your stay. A complimentary
shuttle delivers you to the doorstep of Orlando’s top theme parks.
Available through December 24, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive buffet
breakfast daily; a $100 resort credit; and more. Room upgrade subject to availability and excludes Executive Suite and
Club Level rooms.

WALTZ AROUND VIENNA WITH A $100 CREDIT
Experience the timeless traditions of imperial Vienna during a private waltz lesson at Park Hyatt Vienna.
Located in a century-old building in the fashionable new Goldenes Quartier, the hotel exudes classic
Viennese elegance and gracious hospitality. Stay two nights or longer and learn the basic waltz box
step, then use your $100 credit at the relaxing Arany Spa. Suite guests also receive a one-way private
airport transfer.
Available through December 31, 2016. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room
upgrade if available; full breakfast daily; and more.

STEAK FRITES ON THE SUNSET STRIP
Let L.A.’s best maître d’ show you to your table in the legendary Tower Bar, housed in Bugsy Siegel’s old
apartment at The Sunset Tower Hotel. Virtuoso guests receive a $100 food and beverage credit to use
at the signature restaurant—and more time to enjoy its Old Hollywood glamour with a fourth night free
when you stay three. The Strip lies just outside, and you’re minutes from Beverly Hills and Hollywood.
Available throughout 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room upgrade, if
available; continental breakfast daily; and complimentary Wi-Fi.

HIP VIBES IN BEVERLY HILLS
Set at the pulse of L.A. with a heady mix of intimate spaces and dynamic places from the imagination of
Philippe Starck, comes SLS Hotel Beverly Hills. A complimentary fourth night (adjustment at checkout) means more time to dine on Chef José Andrés’ eclectic cuisine at The Bazaar and to apply your $100
credit toward a Nirvana Massage at the Ciel Spa. Reserve a cabana at Altitude Pool and hit Rodeo Drive
in the BMW house car.
Available throughout 2015. Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room
upgrade, if available; continental breakfast daily; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
CROWN TOWERS ABOVE ALL ELSE
Situated on the banks of the Yarra River in the heart of Melbourne’s central business district,
Crown Towers sets the benchmark for hotel luxury. The lavishly appointed rooms and suites feature
superior attention to detail with the latest in-room technology.
Villas feature around-the-clock butler service. During your stay, enjoy complimentary access to the
Aqua Retreat at Crown Spa, which promises to soothe and pamper body and soul with its hammam
and vitality pool. (The Aqua Retreat fills up fast, so be sure to ask your Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve
your spot.)
You will also enjoy access to the Crystal Club Lounge, an exclusive haven offering private check-in and
concierge, along with breakfast, evening drinks, and canapés—perfect to enjoy on the sunny outdoor
deck. Play tennis and go swimming in one of Australia’s largest indoor pools; Crown Towers also boasts
one of the best resort gyms in the world. Melbourne’s Southbank is home to dozens of restaurants and
cafés, bars and nightclubs, theaters, a casino, and other designer diversions.
Available through December 31, 2016. Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a
room upgrade at booking, if available; full breakfast daily; a bottle of Australian wine upon arrival; and more.

RIDE THE RAILS THROUGH CANADA’S ROCKIES
Embark on a celebrated journey to bustling coastal cities and breathtaking mountain towns. The sevennight, Coastal Passage Canadian Rockies Highlights package takes you onboard the award-winning
Rocky Mountaineer. Travel from the cosmopolitan Seattle and Vancouver to charming Kamloops,
then into the heart of the Canadian Rockies, Banff, and Lake Louise. Cross the popular Capilano
Suspension Bridge and soak in the enchanting views from atop the Vancouver Lookout Tower before
settling into your bi-level, glass-dome coach for an unforgettable journey.
Relax with all-daylight travel as you pass majestic peaks, ancient forests, glacier-fed lakes, and abundant
wildlife; you’ll watch all the wonders go by while savoring fine wines and fabulous cuisine in GoldLeaf
Service. Then spend each evening in a luxury hotel or resort, enjoying the same gold-level service as you
do onboard. This package includes three days aboard Rocky Mountaineer, seven nights’ hotel
accommodation, Yoho National Park guided tour, a Summit Helicopter Tour over the Rockies, a ride
aboard the Banff Gondola, and much more. Virtuoso guests are treated to a complimentary limousine
transfer at either the beginning or end of their journey. Ask about Rocky Mountaineer’s current offer
when you call.
Available May through September 2016. Virtuoso rates from $5,395 per person in GoldLeaf Service.

ELEGANCE ALONG AMSTERDAM’S CANALS
Enjoy Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam, the only luxury hotel on the UNESCO-protected “Gentleman’s
Canal,” the most luxurious canal of Amsterdam. Located within six grand, 17th-century canal palaces,
this opulent hotel offers personalized service, a wealth of amenities, and a private, peaceful courtyard in
the heart of the city. Use your exclusive $100 food and beverage credit while creating memorable
moments at the exquisite Peacock Alley, elegant Goldfinch Brasserie or intimate Vault Bar.
Available throughout 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room upgrade, if
available; continental breakfast daily; and welcome amenity.

CATCH THE WIND IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
Make like the breeze and book your nine-night Tahiti and Tuamotu Islands voyage with Windstar Cruises.
Right now, Virtuoso guests receive an exclusive $100 onboard credit per person to use at the WindSpa or
for some other indulgence. Traveling round-trip from Papeete aboard Wind Spirit, you’ll relish the
freedom of the private yacht ambience, with water sports off the water sports platform and alcoholic
beverages included. Windstar treats you to a Polynesian Celebration Festival in Bora Bora, complete
with a tropical feast and traditional fire dancing.
Departs March 18, 2016. Virtuoso Oceanview fares from $3,815.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
TAKE YOUR SEAT AT HIT SHOWS IN TOP CITIES
Nothing beats watching live theater from great seats. With Leisure Connect, you can book hard-to-get
tickets in advance through your Virtuoso travel advisor and enjoy preferred seating at hit shows on
Broadway, London’s West End, and Las Vegas. Witness all the magic on stage during Wicked, Disney’s
Aladdin, The Book of Mormon, and other top productions, or treat the family to holiday favorites such as
Radio City’s Christmas Spectacular and Elf, The Musical. Includes in-theater hospitality where available.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for availability. Virtuoso rates from $83.25 per person for Wicked in London
(orchestra/stalls).

STAY 2 NIGHTS, GET 3RD NIGHT FREE
Slip on your riding boots and set out for Salamander Resort & Spa in the heart of Virginia’s horse and
wine country. Experience a three-day getaway to enjoy all this luxurious destination has to offer as you
soar on ziplines, ride high on horseback, sharpen your skills with cooking classes, and rejuvenate in the
award-winning spa. Only a short drive from the Washington Dulles Airport, your Salamander getaway
awaits.
Available through November 24, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests receive a $100
resort credit; room upgrade, if available; full breakfast daily; and more.

FOURTH NIGHT FREE AND MORE IN VANCOUVER
Treat yourself to a Vancouver getaway like no other at Fairmont Pacific Rim Hotel. Experience
engaging service, exceptional accommodations, and, best of all, your fourth night free when you pay for
three. Another Virtuoso perk: a CAD 100 (approx. $77) credit at the indulgent Willow Stream Spa. The
new Curator’s Table connects people over great food and conversation.
Available through November 1, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room
upgrade upon arrival, if available; full breakfast daily; and more. Not applicable cumulatively; excludes Suites and
Fairmont Gold.

ALASKA 2016 BY SMALL LUXURY SHIP
Explore remote territory and wild landscapes, from gigantic glaciers and steep peaks to infinite tundra
and glittering lakes. Ponant Cultural Cruises & Expeditions takes you on an adventure along the
west coast of Alaska through its famous Inside Passage, following the steps of dauntless trappers and
gold miners. For seven nights, you’ll discover the Great Land’s natural beauty in luxurious comfort
aboard the small luxury ship Le Soleal. Pamper yourself in the Sothys Spa with a $200 per-person onboard
credit.
2016 departures: June 18, June 25, and July 2. Virtuoso Oceanview fares from $3,550 per person, double occupancy.

EXTRA NIGHT, EXCEPTIONAL STAY IN SCOTTSDALE
Set at the base of majestic Camelback Mountain and adjacent to vibrant downtown Scottsdale, The
Phoenician lives up to its reputation as Arizona’s premier destination resort. Enjoy a fourth night free
when you stay three, relishing world-class cuisine with your $100 dining credit. Test your skills on 27
holes of championship golf, or indulge in an indigenous spa treatment.
Available through December 25, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room
upgrade, if available (excluding Suites); full breakfast daily; and more.

SET SAIL IN THE CARIBBEAN WITH $400 CREDIT
Watch the sails unfurl above your authentic tall ship and set off for treasured islands across the
Caribbean. Few travel experiences offer the romance and adventure you’ll find on a Star Clippers
voyage. Board Star Clipper in Philipsburg, Saint Maarten, and spend seven nights calling on less-crowded
ports like Road Bay on Anguilla, Norman Island, and chic St. Barts; climb to the crow’s nest for amazing
360-degree views. Even more awesome: an exclusive $200 onboard credit per person, double occupancy.
Departures available November 28, 2015 through February 6, 2016. Virtuoso Oceanview $2,455 per person (Treasure
Islands itinerary only).

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
STAY LONGER IN THE LION CITY
Make your visit to Singapore last even longer with this special offer from the Four Seasons Hotel Singapore.
Now through December 29, you’ll receive a complimentary fourth night with every three consecutive
paid nights. You’ll have more time to browse the many chic boutiques and galleries along famous
Orchard Road, just a five-minute walk from your luxurious hotel.
The Four Seasons joined forces with Club 21 to offer personal styling and shopping services—just one of
many complimentary amenities guests can enjoy. Drop your bags in your spacious and airy guestroom,
then use your $100 food and beverage credit for a wood-fired steak at One-Ninety restaurant or enjoy
classic Cantonese cuisine at Jiang-Nan Chun. You can play tennis or join an exclusive, pre-dawn cycle
ride through the city on a perfectly outfitted road bike.
The hotel can arrange a number of unique island excursions, including snorkeling with sea turtles or a
secluded, sunset picnic in the nearby Singapore Botanic Gardens. The award-winning hotel spa offers a
collection of holistic rituals, while the 20th-floor rooftop pool provides outstanding skyline views. To
top it off, kids are treated like VIPs with plenty of pint-sized extras.
Available through December 29, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests also receive a room
upgrade, if available; and full American breakfast daily.

THREE’S THE MAGIC NUMBER IN SCOTLAND
Surrounded by 850 acres of gently rolling Scottish countryside, Gleneagles promises the most magical
of stays. Now, you’ll find even more enchantment with a specially discounted, three-night vacation. Rise
each morning to a hearty Scottish breakfast, then enjoy full use of the recently refurbished Club facilities,
including a series of swimming pools, outdoor tennis courts, and a TechnoGym fitness area with
aerobics studio.
Host of the 2014 Ryder Cup, Gleneagles has long been synonymous with championship golf, and
Virtuoso guests enjoy a complimentary round on either The King’s Course—which dates from 1919—or
the challenging Queen’s Course. 2015 marks the Year of Food and Drink in Scotland, and few culinary
experiences can compare to dining on the signature smoked lobster from Andrew Fairlie, the country’s
only chef to boast two Michelin stars. Go trout fishing, take a horse-riding lesson, learn the art of wildlife
photography, and try your gloved hand at falconry with the world’s first school dedicated to this “Sport
of Kings.” Complimentary resort-wide Wi-Fi lets you stay in touch with the mere mortals back home.
Available throughout 2015. Virtuoso rates from GBP 1,070 (approx. $1,668) per night. Virtuoso guests also receive a
room upgrade, if available; traditional afternoon tea for two; and more.

HAUTE CARIBBEAN HOLIDAYS WITH CRYSTAL
This holiday season, trade in the old red and green for the blue waters and white sands of the Caribbean
with Crystal Cruises. Enjoy complimentary premium champagnes, wines, and spirits, along with prepaid gratuities for the bar staff and housekeeping. The smartly redesigned Crystal Serenity cruises 14 days
roundtrip from Miami, welcoming you with the first outdoor fitness garden at sea and Japanese
specialties from Nobu Matsuhisa; Virtuoso Voyager Club joins you for a full day in Cartagena. Book now
and unwrap added savings of $1,350 per person.
Departs December 22, 2015. Virtuoso Oceanview fares from $5,975 per person.

CREATE LASTING MEMORIES ON ST. MARTIN
Elegant suites, exceptional French cuisine, and St. Martin’s finest beach promise an unforgettable stay
at Belmond La Samanna. Now you can make even more memories with a fourth night free from Island
Destinations. Also, enjoy round-trip airport transfers and full use of non-motorized watersports,
tennis courts and Fitness Pavilion. Virtuoso adds a room upgrade, if available, buffet breakfast daily, one
lunch for two and more; stay five nights or longer and receive a one-day car rental.
Available through December 11, 2016. Virtuoso rates from $1,705 for four-night stay in Deluxe Ocean View Room.

Souvenir

NEW ZEALAND
How to bring home authentic selections from a
North and South Island road trip.

J. FRIEND AND CO beechwood
CERAMIC
FLOWER ,
$19,
Auckland
Airport

CHARD FARM

honeydew organic honey, $6,
nzartisanhoney.co.nz

2014 pinot gris,
$17, chardfarm.
co.nz

The South
Island’s Central
Otago region.

ROTORUA MUD AND
MINERAL SOAP, $5,
wildferns.co.nz

SKEINZ
limited-edition
yarn, $22,
nzfabs.com

A drive across New Zealand’s lush landscape provides plenty of opportunities for gathering locally made goods. Winemakers in the
Central Otago region produce a range of varietals, including fresh, fruity pinot gris and an intense pinot noir that accounts for 75
percent of the area’s plantings. Organic honey is harvested from manuka bushes and beech trees found outside Christchurch, and
the country’s wool farms supply the materials for skeins of yarn perfect for post-trip knitting projects or gifts for a friend. Shopping
aside, New Zealand is an adventurer’s dream. On our multigenerational family trip, we spied on penguins in Fiordland National Park,
journeyed to Middle-earth at the Hobbiton Movie Set, canoed through glowworm caverns at Waitomo Caves, and, of course, sampled
our fair share of honey and wine. – Melanie Fowler, art director
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CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY ADAM FORTNER

TIP:
Visit Re:Start in
Christchurch,
a funky collection
of boutiques, coffee
shops, and food carts
housed in brightly
colored shipping
containers.

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

.............. 2013....................... 2014....................... 2015....................... 2016....................... 2017................

Virtuoso

®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE .
®

Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso travel advisor ensures
your RETURN on LIFE . From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your
®

travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel advisor, and are interested in learning more about
the advantages of being a Virtuoso traveler, please visit virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Whether you already know where you want to go, or are looking
for inspiration, a Virtuoso travel advisor will work with you to
design extraordinary, customized experiences that include
upgrades, private access, and added touches and amenities.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

