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Splashworthy escapes 
from FRENCH POLYNESIA  
to the Florida Everglades

+ SUITES AT SEA, CLOSE-TO-HOME CRUISES, AND PERFECT DAYS IN PORT



The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Ever considered using a travel advisor?
If you’ve been planning vacations on your own, there’s another option. 

Virtuoso travel advisors combine knowledge, personal experience, and 

industry connections to design highly customized trips, handling all the 

details to save you time. 

Virtuoso advisors provide their clients with more value — VIP perks, 

upgrades, and amenities, often at the same cost or even less than doing  

it on your own. Whether you already know where you want to go,  

or are looking for inspiration, they’d be delighted to work with you.

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for everything from simple weekend 

getaways to the most complex itineraries. 

Check out the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com to find the  
one who’s right for you. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso Network of  
380+ Worldwide Travel Agencies



the most
EXCLUSIVE

ALL-INCLUSIVE

9 InTIMATE SHIPS  •  7 cOnTInEnTS  •  InFInITE POSSIBILITIES

NOw AVAILABLE ON SELECT 2016 MEDITERRANEAN,
ASIA AND AfRICA VOYAGES

free Shore Excursions • Included Economy Class Air and Transfers

Included 2-night Luxury Hotel • free wifi for Every Guest

Book your voyage today and enjoy exclusive
Virtuoso Voyager club® amenities. call your Virtuoso® travel advisor.

FOLLOW 
YOUR 

CURIOSITY
with 9 intimate ships sailing to over 800 destinations on 7 continents, Silversea 

can satisfy the curiosity of the most inquisitive traveller. Our ultra-luxury ships 

can explore secluded harbours where big ships cannot go, providing you an 

all-access experience ashore, while our all-inclusive indulgences can elevate 

your experience to create the journey of a lifetime. Come wander the 

world with Silversea — embark on a voyage of discovery.

Book your voyage today and enjoy exclusive
Virtuoso Voyager club® amenities. call your Virtuoso® travel advisor.
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Veranda Suite

La Terrazza WiFi throughout the ship

    CRUISE ONLY* 
DATE DAYS VOYAGE FROM / TO FARES FROM

ASIA — SILVER SHADOW

Oct 4 16 3631  Tokyo to Hong Kong $8,850 

Oct 20 11 3632  Hong Kong to Singapore $5,350 

Oct 31 12 3633  Singapore Round-trip $5,850 

Nov 12 14 3634  Singapore to Hong Kong $7,350 

Nov 26 12 3635  Hong Kong to Singapore $5,950 

Dec 8 12 3636  Singapore Round-trip $6,350 

Dec 20 15 3638  Singapore to Hong Kong $7,750

AFRICA — SILVER CLOUD

Nov 18 18 1635  Dubai to Mombasa $7,150 

Dec 6 15 1636  Mombasa to Cape Town $5,250 

Dec 21 14 1637  Cape Town Round-trip $7,250

MEDITERRANEAN — SILVER CLOUD

Sep 6 10 1628  Lisbon to Monte Carlo $5,450 

Sep 23 11 1630  Barcelona to Rome $5,950 

Oct 4 10 1631  Rome to Istanbul $5,150

Nov 3 15 1634  Athens to Dubai $5,850

Sep 30 10 2628  Rome to Venice $5,150 

Oct 10 10 2629  Venice to Rome $6,450 

MEDITERRANEAN — SILVER SPIRIT

Aug 22 9 5624  Istanbul to Athens $4,750

Sep 9 10 5626  Istanbul to Venice $5,150  

Sep 19 12 5628  Venice to Istanbul $6,650 

Oct 1 9 5629  Istanbul to Athens $4,450 

Oct 10 9 5630  Athens to Istanbul $4,450 

Oct 19 10 5631  Istanbul to Rome $4,850 

2016 FEATURED VOYAGES

BOOK YOUR SILVERSEA VOYAGE TODAY. 
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Select sailings feature the added value of Virtuoso Voyager Club. Create 
wonderful memories with other Voyager Club guests and enjoy the following 
benefits, courtesy of your Virtuoso Travel Advisor: Onboard Host Services, 
Welcome Aboard Reception and Exclusive Shore Event or Custom Credit.

Santorini, Greece

Kruger National Park, South Africa

Ha Long Bay, Vietnam

SILVERSEA’S
ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

Round-trip economy class air  
plus transfers

2-night pre-cruise hotel

3-night safari on African voyages only

Free Silver Shore Select Excursions

Free WiFi for every guest

Intimate ultra-luxury ship for  
no more than 540 guests

Spacious suites with butler service

Open seating and speciality restaurants 

Champagne, wines and spirits 
served throughout the ship

In-suite bar with your preferred beverages

Exclusive partnership 
       with Relais & Châteaux  

Onboard gratuities

2016 MEDITERRANEAN, ASIA 
AND AFRICA VOYAGES 
ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES INCLUDE:

•  FREE SHORE EXCURSIONS

•  INCLUDED ECONOMY CLASS AIR PLUS  
TRANSFERS or BUSINESS CLASS AIR UPGRADE  
FROM JUST $999 EACH WAY

•  INCLUDED 2-NIGHT LUXURY HOTEL

•  INCLUDED 3-NIGHT SAFARI ON AFRICAN 
VOYAGES ONLY

• FREE WIFI FOR EVERY GUEST

Now Silversea offers a choice of the most exclusive all-inclusive 

or cruise-only fares available on featured 2016 voyages to the 

Mediterranean, Asia and Africa. Our new all-inclusives feature 

a deluxe hotel stay or luxury safari, plus flights, transfers, shore 

excursions — almost everything. Or if you prefer to make 

your own plans, book just the cruise and you’ll still enjoy free 

shore excursions.

Come experience small ship cruising at its most divine 

aboard the ultra-luxury ships of Silversea. Discover the highly 

personalised style of travel that discerning travellers prefer. 

The camaraderie of like-minded guests in the open bars and 

lounges. The spacious suites with butler service and award-

winning cuisine. The almost infinite choice of land programmes 

that put the world at your feet. And now that you can also 

choose the kind of experience you prefer, small-ship cruising 

has become even more divine. Because choice is the greatest 

luxury of all and only available at Silversea.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: *All Fares shown are cruise-only per person in US dollars based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite and include Silver Shore Select Excursions and one hour 
of complimentary WiFi per guest/per day and unlimited WiFi for guests sailing in select suite categories; applies to new bookings made on or after December 16, 2015 only. Programme 
subject to change. Please visit Silversea.com or your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions.

INCLUDED 2-NIGHT PRE-CRUISE HOTEL 
OR 3-NIGHT LUXURY SAFARI  

Enjoy two nights in a deluxe hotel before you embark 

allowing you time to see a few sights in one of the 

Mediterranean’s or Asia’s most exciting cities. Or 

choose voyage 1635 or 1636 and you’ll spend one 

night in a deluxe hotel in Nairobi and two nights at the 

legendary Mount Kenya Safari Club, playground for 

the international jet set. Or embark on Voyage 1637 

and after an overnight in Johannesburg, enjoy game 

drives at Kruger National Park, home of the Big Five.

    CRUISE ONLY* 
DATE DAYS VOYAGE FROM / TO FARES FROM

MEDITERRANEAN — SILVER WIND

— CRUISE-ONLY CHOICE —
If you prefer to make your own arrangements, our 
cruise-only fares offer the flexibility of choosing your own 
airline and schedule. Whether you choose cruise-only or 
all-inclusive fares, shore excursions and WiFi are still 
included on these select voyages along with Silversea’s 
considerable list of all-inclusive indulgences on board. 

SILVERSEA’S
ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

Sailing to over 800 destinations, across all 
7 continents — more than any other cruise line

Round-trip economy class air plus transfers

2-night pre-cruise hotel

3-night safari on African voyages only

Free Silver Shore Select Excursions

Free WiFi for every guest

Intimate ultra-luxury ship 
for no more than 540 guests

Butler service for every guest, 
every suite category

Spacious suites, most with private verandas

Open seating and speciality restaurants 

Champagne, wines and spirits 
served throughout the ship

In-suite bar with your preferred beverages

Exclusive partnership 
       with Relais & Châteaux  

Onboard gratuities
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 Baja? Two close-to-home family   
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 a Michelin-worthy meal at sea? Our  

 experts dish on cruise cuisine.

26 TRAVELER’S TALE Local fl avors  

 and sounds lure Michelle and 

 Renier Gobea around the world.

28 SHORE THING An outline for fi rst-
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 Rio de Janeiro, and Lima.
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Check out 
our new look!

Published six times a year, 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER 

introduces you to the 

benefi ts of working with a 

Virtuoso travel advisor. 
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All pricing and travel described herein are subject 

to change and availability, and restrictions may 

apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, 

in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or 

other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher 

assumes no liability for the representations 

contained herein. Publisher assumes no 

responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, 

or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in 

whole or in part without written consent of 

the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.

com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@

virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER CIRCULATION, AND 

POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Traveler 

Circulation, Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 

500, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To 

stop receiving Virtuoso Traveler, contact your 

travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.

com. California CST#2069091; TA#808 - 

Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington 

UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel 

does not constitute approval by the state of 

California. Copyright © 2016 by Virtuoso, Ltd. 

All rights reserved. Within the United States, 

Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the 

Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Voyager 

Club, Virtuoso Traveler, Journey to Global 

Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate 

Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, 

Ltd. Best of the Best and Expect the World are 

trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has 

a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl 

Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are 

the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable 

marks are registered with numerous national 

trademark registries around the world. 

Senior Vice President/Publisher  
Terrie L. Hansen

Editorial Director Elaine Srnka

EDITORIAL/DESIGN

Editor Joel Centano  
Designer Veronica Rosalez  

Assistant Editor Amy Cassell

Copy Editor Diane Sepanski 

Researcher Stephanie Ball  

Coordinators Denise Rodriguez, 

Natalie Sherman

MARKETING/ADVERTISING
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Communications Sharon McGrath 
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Virtuoso is the world’s leading luxury network of travel advisors, 

comprising over 380 travel agencies with more than 11,400 advisors, 

as well as 1,700 hotels, cruise lines, tour operators, and other providers. 

It’s a curated group of the best that the travel industry has to offer.

WHAT IS VIRTUOSO?

WHY WORK WITH A TRAVEL ADVISOR? 
You can always research a cruise or destination and 

book your trip online. But while the Internet may have 

made things easier, it can also lead to information 

overload. To travel better, you want to collaborate with 

someone who truly knows a destination, and knows 

the right people there, from hoteliers to the best tour 

guides. A Virtuoso travel advisor offers invaluable 

firsthand knowledge. What else do they provide? Here 

are five primary reasons to work with an advisor:

Collaborating with over 220 different tour operators, 

Virtuoso advisors provide customized itineraries, VIP 

treatment, and insider access all over the world.

VIRTUOSO’S DESTINATIONS  

& EXPERIENCES PARTNERS

VIRTUOSO’S 

CRUISE COLLECTION

Virtuoso advisors work 

with 21 top ocean-, river-, 

and specialty-cruise lines 

and can recommend the 

best itineraries and types 

of ships (large and small) 

for you. Added benefits 

for Virtuoso travelers on 

special “Virtuoso Voy-

ages” sailings include:

• The services of a dedi-

cated onboard host

• A welcome-aboard 

cocktail reception 

• Your choice of an 

exclusive cultural 

shore excursion, a 

private car and driver 

(on select sailings), or 

a shipboard credit

Our collection of more than 

1,000 of the world’s best 

properties ranges from 

four-room boutique hotels 

to 4,000-room resorts, plus 

villas, apartments, lodges, 

ranches, and health retreats. 

Extra amenities, available 

only by booking your stay 

through a Virtuoso travel 

advisor, include:

• Preferred rates  

and availability

• Room upgrades 

• Breakfast daily  

• Early check-in  

and late checkout

• Special perks such 

as spa treatments, 

dining credits, 

museum passes,  

and more

VIRTUOSO’S 

HOTELS & RESORTS PORTFOLIO

 Personalized planning

 Global expertise and connections

 Value for the money

 VIP treatment

 Peace of mind
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BOUNDARIES DIVIDE. TRAVEL UNITES. 

The world is a wonderful place, with so many sights to 

see. A Virtuoso travel advisor can help you plan a trip 

that’s right for you, whether it’s a close-to-home get-

away or a far-flung adventure.
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“WE WENT FOR AN ADVENTURE,  
AND CAME BACK WITH A LIFETIME OF STORIES.”
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Inspiring new ways

WHAT’S YOUR BIG 5?
SAFARI / CULTURE / ROMANCE / ADVENTURE / ENTERTAINMENT



Chart a Course for the Exotic
Our all-inclusive pricing off ers an exceptional value, with 50% off  standard cruise 

fares on all sailings of our luxury small ship plus included airfare from Los Angeles. 

With heartfelt hospitality always on board, every destination feels like home.

For more information or to make a reservation, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. 

Ask about special Virtuoso hosted sailings and shipboard credits!

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  SOUTH PACIFIC
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From Travel+Leisure Magazine, August 2015 ©2015 Time 
Inc. Affl  uent Media. Used under license. Travel + Leisure and 
Time Inc. Affl  uent Media are not affi  liated with, and do 
not endorse products or services of Paul Gauguin Cruises. 
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Mekong 
Moments

Life source to millions in Cambodia and 

Vietnam, the Mekong River rolls past 

the ruins of ancient kingdoms, remote 

Buddhist temples, colorful floating markets, 

and remnants of colonial empires. The 

observation deck atop Aqua Expeditions’ 

40-passenger Aqua Mekong provides one 

of the best vantages: Sink into a comfy 

couch in the outdoor lounge and watch the 

constantly changing landscape, or soak it all 

in from the ship’s shaded infinity pool. For an 

even closer look at river life, the sleek vessel 

provides a fleet of complimentary bicycles 

and kayaks, along with four aluminum launch 

boats that depart on excursions multiple 

times daily. Four-, five-, and eight-day 

cruises available year-round; from $3,660.

VIP IS REPORTED BY: VIIA BEAUMANIS,  

ANITA CARMIN, AMY CASSELL, SUSAN  

HANSON, AND JEN LYONS
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CHECK-IN

Bellying up to the bar takes on a different 

meaning at The Modern Honolulu, home to 

the new holistic Lather Spa. The organic skin-

care line’s debut spa features a Blending Bar, 

where guests of the 353-room Hawaiian hotel 

can customize their own massage oil from an 

array of 15 sustainably sourced essential 

oils. Relax to the scent of lemongrass, passion 

fruit, coconut, or vanilla; afterward, take home 

a complimentary bottle. Doubles from $309; 

Virtuoso amenities include breakfast daily 

and a $100 hotel credit.  

RUM SCRUM
One highlight of the recently renovated 

Shangri-La’s Le Touessrok Resort & Spa, 

Mauritius: its tiki-chic Sega Bar, stocked 

with locally made rums. Sip a Baka (coconut 

rum, peach liqueur, coconut ice cream, and 

sparkling wine) while lounging on the bar’s 

private island, just offshore from the 200-room 

resort. Doubles from $462; Virtuoso amenities 

include breakfast daily and a 50-minute 

massage for two.

Game, 
Set, 
Beach 
Tennis enthusiasts have the 

advantage in the Dominican 

Republic at Casa de Campo’s 

La Terraza Tennis Center, 

which recently partnered 

with the top-ranked Jim 

Courier Tennis program. 

Former NCAA coach José 

Vaca Bustamante heads a 

team of 25 pros, who offer 

individual and group lessons 

on the center’s 13 Har-Tru 

courts. Follow your match 

with a well-deserved piña 

colada on the 185-room 

resort’s private Minitas 

Beach. Doubles from $293; 

Virtuoso amenities include 

breakfast daily and a $200 

spa credit.

Casa de Campo’s La Terraza 

Tennis Center.

Mixing a custom concoction at 

The Modern’s Blending Bar. 

Rum-infused 

cocktails 

and swanky 

surroundings 

at Sega Bar. 

“If your feet and legs need some 

TLC, book the spa’s reflexology 

treatment, tailored to guests’ 

specific issues. At night, start 

with a cocktail at The Study 

(bookshelves in The Modern’s 

lobby rotate open at 5 pm to re-

veal the hidden room), then head 

to the bar at Morimoto Waikiki 

restaurant, where the bartender 

can customize drinks according 

to what flavors you enjoy.” 

– Yvette Chin, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Palo Alto, California

TIPBAR 
ESSENTIALS



Hyatt Regency 
Aruba Resort, 
Spa & Casino 

$1,115  per person

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016

• Upgrade at time of booking, 
subject to availability

• Full American breakfast for two daily
• Day pass to ZoiA Spa for two daily

• Appetizer for two in Ruinas del Mar restaurant
• Kids 18 & younger stay FREE

Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for departure 6/2/16. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions 
and itinerary are subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rates shown include government-imposed fees and taxes. Rates are current as of 11/25/15; at the time you purchase your 
package, rates may be higher. For current prices, please see http://www.pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly 
to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Virtuoso amenities subject to availability and may be changed or canceled without notice. Not 
responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2015 
Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

To enjoy these exclusive amenities, connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Paradise 

Found

Half Moon, 
A RockResort 

$947 per person

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016 

• Upgrade at time of booking, 
subject to availability

• Full breakfast for two daily

• $100 USD equivalent Spa Services credit

• Early check-in/late check-out, 
subject to availability

The Reef 
Atlantis 

 

$1,668 per person

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016 

• Upgrade on arrival, 
subject to availability

• Continental breakfast for two daily

• $100 USD Equivalent Food & Beverage credit

• Early check-in/late check-out, 
subject to availability

CaribbeanCaribbeanCaribbean
The

Spa & Casino Spa & Casino 

Hyatt Regency 
Aruba Resort, Aruba Resort, 
Spa & Casino Spa & Casino 

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 20165 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016

Half Moon, 
A RockResort A RockResort 

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 20165 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016

The Reef 
Atlantis Atlantis 

5 Nights • June 2 - 7, 20165 Nights • June 2 - 7, 2016



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R1 2

VIP

(
M

A
N

T
A

 R
A

Y
S

)
 M

A
U

N
A

 K
E

A
 B

E
A

C
H

 H
O

T
E

L

CHECK-IN

 Jean-Michel  

Cousteau Resort Fiji 

Vanua Levu 

AFTER DARK: Johnny Singh, 

the 25-room resort’s in-house 

marine biologist, leads moonlit 

snorkel tours in Savusavu Bay. 

Spot soldier fish, parrot fish, 

and elusive squid – at night the 

transparent, ten-limbed creatures 

are attracted to the artificial 

lights’ warm glow.

UNDER THE SUN: Head out on 

a glass-bottomed-boat tour or a 

pearl farm excursion. 

STAY: Doubles from $948; 

Virtuoso amenities include 

breakfast daily and a $100 

resort credit. Night snorkel, 

complimentary for resort guests. 

 W Retreat & Spa – 

Vieques Island   

Puerto Rico 

AFTER DARK: Vieques Island’s 

Mosquito Bay sparkles at 

night, thanks to thousands of 

microscopic dinoflagellates that 

glow when agitated. The 156-

room W Retreat & Spa arranges 

kayak tours of the mangrove-lined 

bay; the water’s bioluminescence 

is heightened during a new moon.  

UNDER THE SUN: Admire the 

Caribbean views from a cabana at 

the bilevel pool.

STAY: Doubles from $360; 

Virtuoso amenities include 

breakfast daily and a $100 dining 

credit. Kayak tour, $65.

 Four Seasons Resort 

Maldives at Landaa 

Giraavaru 

AFTER DARK: For certified 

divers, calmer waters await at 

night in the coral-reef-rich Baa 

Atoll, a UNESCO World Biosphere 

Reserve surrounding the 103-

room resort. Look for stingrays, 

lobsters, flatworms, and, between 

June and October, whale sharks.

UNDER THE SUN: Help track 

manta rays as part of the resort’s 

Maldivian Manta Ray Project.

STAY: Villas from $1,100; Virtuoso 

amenities include a welcome gift, 

breakfast daily, and a $100 spa 

credit. Night dive, $140.

 Mauna Kea  

Beach Hotel 

Big Island, Hawaii 

AFTER DARK: Hawaii’s Kona 

Coast is one of the world’s best 

spots to see manta rays. Guests  

of the 252-room Mauna Kea 

Beach Hotel can swim out to 

Manta Ray Point, situated along 

the north end of Kauna‘oa Beach 

fronting the hotel, for a nighttime 

snorkel to encounter the gentle, 

nocturnal creatures.

UNDER THE SUN: Play a round 

of golf or claim a chaise on the 

crescent-shaped beach.

STAY: Doubles from 

$599; Virtuoso amenities 

include breakfast daily and 

complimentary parking. 

Moonlight manta snorkel, $95. 

Save the snorkeling for after dinner. At night, the ocean 

provides a different perspective for its admirers, full of activity, 

and, in some places, a bioluminescent glow. “Popular dive  

sites are calmer and quieter in the evening,” says Virtuoso 

travel advisor Denise Alevy of New York City, “and the 

marine life let you get much closer, which makes for great 

photography.” Here, four resorts where guests can kayak, 

snorkel, or dive after dark. 

NIGHT MOVES
See marine life by moonlight.  
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BON VOYAGE

SANTA CRUZ II 

Adventure Associates* 

90 passengers

Debuted October 2015

ANTHEM OF THE SEAS 

Royal Caribbean 

International

4,180 passengers

Debuted November 2015

CRYSTAL ESPRIT 

Crystal Cruises

62 passengers

Debuted December 2015

AVALON PASSION

Avalon Waterways

166 passengers

Debuts April 2016

KONINGSDAM

Holland America Line

2,650 passengers

Debuts April 2016
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Adventurers, nature 

enthusiasts.
Families, fun lovers. Yachters, romantics. Couples, small groups. Classic cruisers.

P
A

L
A

T
E

 P
L

E
A

S
E

R
S

Just-caught fish and 

farm-fresh Ecuadoran 

cuisine – enjoy it alfresco 

on the Panorama Deck.

Italian fare 

from chef Jamie Oliver; 

pilsner and pork sliders 

at the gastropub by 

James Beard Award 

winner Michael Schwartz.

Cocktails at Cove Lounge, 

followed by Michelin-

worthy cuisine at The 

Yacht Club.

Panorama Bistro’s lighter, 

tapas-style dishes; alfresco 

grilled fish in the Sky Bistro.

Lido Market, a lively 

marketplace with 

themed stations; 

Blend by Chateau 

Ste. Michelle, where 

guests can blend 

their own wines.

D
IV

E
R

S
IO

N
S

Kayaking or touring in 

a glass-bottomed boat; 

wildlife-watching from 

two ocean-view hot tubs.

Soaring in the skydiving 

simulator; riding bumper 

cars and attending circus 

school in the massive 

indoor active 

space.

Playing with complimentary 

water toys off the marina 

platform; mimicking 

Jacques Cousteau in the 

deep-sea submersible.

Being as active as you 

like on a choice of daily 

excursions, including 

biking in Amsterdam and 

Dürnstein; watching the 

scenery roll past from 

your window-

facing bed.

Attending a chamber 

music recital at Lincoln 

Center Stage in the 

afternoon, then getting 

funky after dark at B.B. 

King’s Blues Club.
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At 325 square feet each, 

three Darwin Suites are 

nearly twice the size of a 

regular double cabin.

New two-deck-high 

Grand Loft Suites 10320 

and 10720 feature a 

sizeable main balcony, 

along with two side ones.

Category 2 suites offer 

added space and stability.

At 300 square feet, a 

Royal Suite is 50 percent 

larger than the Panorama 

Suite; you’ll appreciate the 

extra space.

Serene Spa Verandah 

staterooms come with 

complimentary yoga 

mats and are close to 

the Greenhouse Spa.
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Galápagos Islands.

Canada and New England, 

Bahamas, Bermuda, 

Caribbean. Seychelles, Adriatic.

Danube and Rhine Rivers.

Mediterranean, 

Caribbean, western and 

northern Europe.

Today’s cruises offer something for everyone, thanks in large part to a variety of new vessels

that run the gamut from roomier river cruisers to superyachts with their own submersibles. 
Here’s a sampling of recent debuts and others that will set sail soon.

YOUR SHIP’S COME IN 

school in the massive 

indoor active 
water toys off the marina 

platform; mimicking 

Jacques Cousteau in the 

deep-sea submersible.deep-sea submersible.

New two-deck-high 

Italian fare Italian fare 

from chef Jamie Oliver; 
Cocktails at Cove Lounge, 

followed by Michelin-
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Lido Market, a lively 

marketplace with 

themed stations; 

Blend by Chateau 

Ste. Michelle, where 

guests can blend guests can blend 

their own wines.their own wines.
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the Greenhouse Spa.

Mediterranean, 

on the Panorama Deck.

Kayaking or touring in Kayaking or touring in 

a glass-bottomed boat; 

wildlife-watching from 
your window-

facing bed.

funky after dark at B.B. 

King’s Blues Club.

*Also available through Globus, Ladatco, Metropolitan Touring, and Tauck.

VIP

Italian fare Italian fare 

grilled fish in the Sky Bistro.grilled fish in the Sky Bistro.grilled fish in the Sky Bistro.grilled fish in the Sky Bistro.

guests can blend guests can blend 

their own wines.their own wines.

Soaring in the skydiving Soaring in the skydiving 

simulator; riding bumper simulator; riding bumper 

deep-sea submersible.deep-sea submersible.

biking in Amsterdam and biking in Amsterdam and 

complimentary yoga complimentary yoga 

mats and are close to mats and are close to 

Galápagos Islands.Galápagos Islands.
Seychelles, Adriatic.Seychelles, Adriatic.Seychelles, Adriatic.

Today’s cruises offer something for everyone, thanks in large part to a variety of new vessels

that run the gamut from roomier river cruisers to superyachts with their own submersibles. that run the gamut from roomier river cruisers to superyachts with their own submersibles. 
Here’s a sampling of recent debuts and others that will set sail soon.Here’s a sampling of recent debuts and others that will set sail soon.

YOUR SHIP’S COME IN YOUR SHIP’S COME IN 

Italian fare Italian fare 

Kayaking or touring in 



On an AmaWaterways river cruise, you don’t just pass through a destination – you experience it. Our ships 

feature plush balcony staterooms, a fleet of free-use bicycles and a sundeck with a pool so our guests can 

see Europe’s most captivating sights from a unique perspective. Because it’s not just about where you go. 

It’s how you get there that matters.

LEADING THE WAY IN RIVER CRUISING

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Four Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015

SAVE UP TO $2,000 PER STATEROOM ON SELECT 2016 DEPARTURES
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SHIP REVIEW
The world’s only French-flagged cruise line, Ponant operates five yachts and specializes, in part,  

in polar expeditions. We asked a Virtuoso travel advisor for her impressions of L’Austral.

LAUNCHED

2011

PASSENGERS

264

FEATURES

Ice-strengthened hull, Zodiacs 

for shore landings, chic 

interiors by French designer 

Jean-Philippe Nuel   

2016 DESTINATIONS

Antarctica, South America, 

Mediterranean, northern 

Europe, Arctic, Russia, Asia, 

and South Pacific

Fort Worth, Texas-based 

Lynda Johnson details her 

recent voyage.

THE AMBIENCE

“Casual but refined, with a 

sophisticated international 

flavor. The feeling is close to 

that of a private yacht, with 

personal service and consid-

eration for the guest at the 

forefront.”

GUEST PROFILE

“L’Austral appeals to the 

traveler who likes luxury and 

fine food and wine, but is an 

explorer looking for unique 

destinations – the ‘road less 

traveled.’ ”

SUBLIME DINING

“The ship features an elegant 

restaurant as well as outdoor 

dining. I found the dinners to 

be exceptional.”

FAVORITE 

ACCOMMODATIONS

“The Prestige and Deluxe 

staterooms – both 243 square 

feet, including balcony – would 

be my first choice for most 

clients, although the Owner’s, 

Prestige, and Deluxe Suites are 

very nice, of course.”

ENRICHMENT  

ASHORE & ABOARD

“On Ponant’s expedition 

cruises, a team of naturalists 

joins excursions and gives 

presentations in the ship’s 

theater. Many of the line’s 

other voyages also include 

guest experts (authors and 

musicians, for example) who 

give presentations throughout 

the trip.”

SUGGESTED ITINERARIES

“Ponant cruises the world, but 

I would recommend its Ant-

arctic, Icelandic, and far north 

Alaska voyages.”

KUDOS TO PONANT …

“For being a leader in sound 

environmental practices and 

protecting the many pristine 

destinations it visits.”

Clockwise from top: L’Austral in Antarctica, a 

whale of a time, and the ship’s Prestige Suite.



For reservations, please contact 

your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Discover an exquisitely intimate enclave 

of charming individual bougainvillea-laced 

cottages, an exclusive beach, idyllic spa, 

and delicious waterfront dining. 

Fun, romance, and relaxation await. 

PREPARE FOR AN 

experience that inspires 

island life.. .redefined

A T  S U N S E T  K E Y  C O T T A G E S 

A  L U X U R Y  C O L L E C T I O N  R E S O R T
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 FALKLANDS FORAY 

A visit to the Southern 

Hemisphere’s newest 

nature reserve highlights

Lindblad Expeditions’ 

13-day, fi rst-ever 

circumnavigation of the 

Falkland Islands. The 

102-passenger National 

Geographic Orion carries 

National Geographic 

photographers and 

the latest photo gear, 

which you can try out. 

Departures: October 

19 and 28, 2016; from 

$10,850.

 POLAR EXTREME

Crystalline fjords and 

abundant wildlife are 

on full display as the 

110-passenger Sea 

Adventurer explores 

untamed shores across 

Greenland and Iceland.

Zegrahm Expeditions 

adds authentic cultural 

performances and 

naturalist-led Zodiac 

cruises for possible 

polar bear sightings 

during the 16-day sailing. 

Departure: July 27, 2016; 

from $11,980.

 BREAKING THE ICE 

Even the Canadian High 

Arctic’s most fl oe-fi lled 

regions can be fathomed 

by the formidable Kapitan 

Khlebnikov. Following 

an overnight stay in 

Ottawa, guests of Quark 

Expeditions can sail the 

110-passenger icebreaker 

on a 17-day voyage 

from Kangerlussuaq, 

Greenland; two onboard 

helicopters give you 

a murre’s-eye view. 

Departure: August 22, 

2016; from $19,795.

Quiet coastal towns, glacier-carved fjords, and tundra dotted with wildfl owers – 

here are more polar expedition cruises to help you warm up to chillier climes.

COLD CALL 

PREPARE FOR AN 
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ON TOUR

Florida’s Everglades is one of the most diverse –  

and endangered – ecosystems on earth.

SWAMP THINGS 

O
n Earth Day 2015, President Obama 

chose the Everglades as the backdrop 

for his speech on the impacts of climate 

change. The setting was apropos, given that these 

1.5 million acres comprise not only the larg-

est protected subtropical wetlands in the U.S., 

but also one of the most diverse habitats on the 

planet. Designated a UNESCO World Heritage 

site, Everglades National Park hosts some 1,300 

species of flora – including cacti, bromeliads, and 

nearly 40 types of orchids – and is the most signif-

icant breeding ground for wading birds in North 

America. What’s more, one in three Floridians 

count on the Everglades for their water supply.

“Being surrounded by such a vast area filled 

with wildlife and vegetation is unparalleled,” 

says Lynne Adams, a Virtuoso travel advisor 

based in Bonita Springs, Florida. Yet this frag-

ile ecosystem is as threatened as the many en-

dangered species – including the leatherback 

turtle, manatee, and Florida panther – that find 

sanctuary there. Visiting the Everglades, Adams 

adds, is vital to appreciating its importance, and 

thus to saving it. Luckily, the park lies within an 

hour’s drive of Naples, which, she points out, 

offers “world-class golfing and boating, excel-

lent restaurants and shopping, and some of the 

best beaches in Florida.”

* Everglades Foundation – 

Conducts and sponsors scientific 

research to help understand, 

restore, and protect the Ever-

glades’ unique ecosystem. 

evergladesfoundation.org. 

* Friends of the Everglades – 

Founded by famed journalist and 

staunch environmentalist Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas to encourage 

governmental protection for the 

wetlands. everglades.org.

* National Wildlife Federation – 

Works to ensure that state and 

federal Everglades protection 

and restoration acts are 

properly funded and enforced. 

nwf.org. 

* Private guided pole boat 

and airboat tours, along with a 

sunset Champagne excursion to 

a bird rookery, top an eight-day, 

custom-crafted exploration of 

the Everglades and South Florida 

with Virtuoso’s on-site tour 

provider. Departures: Any day 

through December 31, 2016;  

from $8,625.

* Pedal through the Everglades’ 

pine savanna and venture into 

a swampy cypress dome on 

Backroads’ six-day multisport 

adventure. Other highlights 

include kayaking in the Florida 

Keys and strolling Key West. 

Departures: Multiple dates 

February 16 to December 30, 

2016; from $3,898.

* The Ritz-Carlton, Naples, a 450-

room resort overlooking the Gulf of 

Mexico, offers guided Everglades 

excursions that include a visit to 

historic Everglades City. Doubles 

from $849; Virtuoso amenities in-

clude breakfast daily and a $100 re-

sort credit. Half-day tours, $135 per 

adult ($95 per child); full-day tours, 

$179 per adult ($125 per child).

SEE IT

3 Ways to Explore  

the Everglades …

Floating aquatics and (right) 

pink flamingos embellish 

Everglades National Park.

SAVE IT

… and 3 Ways to Help Preserve It.



* Terms & Conditions: Fares and offers are based on Promo(s) KD/KE/JE. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, for cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares 
are in U.S. dollars. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $72.30 to $999.91. Subject to availability. Offers are per person, based on double occupancy, 
for 1st and 2nd guests sharing a stateroom and exclude 3rd/4th guests, except as provided herein. Offers are available for new bookings only, are not combinable with Flash 
promotions, are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Offers are applicable on select 2016 and 2017 departures.  Free stateroom up-
grade offers are available in select stateroom categories and are subject to availability of the staterooms in the higher category. Shore Excursion offer applies only to select 
shore excursions, purchased in advance of embarkation, prior to March 15, 2016.  If a shore excursion is canceled once on board, refund will be the amount paid. Up to 25% 
off Collectors’ Voyages is based on select sailings. For full terms and conditions applicable to your excursion, please refer to hollandamerica.com. For more information about 
our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the
appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers have limited space, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Offers end 2/29/16. 
Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Explore a world  
that’s uniquely  
Holland America Line

12-Day Mediterranean Tapestry
ms Eurodam Ocean-view from

7/5/16 (also 9/15/16) $2,��9
Barcelona to Venice 

Virtuoso Exclusive – $75 per stateroom 

onboard credit

24-Day Baltic & Northern 

Isles Adventure
ms Zuiderdam Ocean-view from

7/4/16  $4,��9
Round-trip Copenhagen 

Virtuoso Exclusive – 8S�WR����� per stateroom 

onboard credit and lunch in our Pinnacle Grill

7-Day Alaskan Explorer�
ms $PVWHUGDP Ocean-view from

7/17/16 (also 8/28, 9/4, 

9/11, 9/18/16) 

$1,��9

Round-trip Seattle 

Virtuoso Exclusive – Up to $50 per stateroom 

onboard credit

14-Day Great Land Explorer
ms 0DDVGDP Ocean-view from

7/18/16 (also 6/6, 6/20, 

7/4, 8/1, 8/29, 9/12/16) 

$2,��9

Round-trip Seattle 

Virtuoso Exclusive – Up to $100 per stateroom 

onboard credit

Contact your Virtuoso 
Travel Advisor to book your 
cruise today! 

Q��FREE Stateroom Upgrades* 

Q��Up to 10% off select shore excursions 

when booked before March 15, 2016* 

Q��PLUS save up to 25% on select 

Collectors’ Voyages*

Book select 2016-2017 cruises and 

receive these exceptional offers:

cruise today! 
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GREEN TRAVEL

TURTLE POWER
Joining forces with the Mai Khao Marine Turtle Foundation, Thailand’s 

Anantara Layan Phuket Resort is readying for its third annual turtle 

release in March. Between November and February, endangered 

leatherbacks, hawksbills, and other species lay their eggs on Layan 

Beach near the resort; locals bring the eggs to Phuket Marine Biological 

Center, where they hatch, and the young are kept from the elements 

and human exploitation for a year to improve their chances of survival. 

Their send-off is the fi nal step in a conservation effort that sees healthy 

turtles swim off to begin the cycle anew. For a $100 donation, resort 

guests can even adopt a turtle and release it into the ocean themselves. 

Sunrise Shutterbug

»IN THE MOMENT 
“I enjoy early-morning walks, particularly when I’m on holiday,” says Jules Ingall of Queensland, 

Australia. “Here, I met up with a couple of fellow photographers who had the same idea I did: 

sneak out as our children slept to catch the day’s first light while the beach was still deserted.”

»THE TRIP 
Seeking a relaxing 

family getaway during 

a school break, Ingall 

turned to Southport, 

Australia-based Vir-

tuoso travel advisor 

Andrew Blakey, who 

crafted a weeklong 

escape along the coun-

try’s picturesque Gold 

Coast.

»WHERE NEXT? 
Ingall recently called 

upon her advisor to plan 

her family’s upcoming 

trip to Japan, which will 

include one week in To-

kyo and a second week 

skiing in Niseko. “Andrew 

has arranged our ski les-

sons, lift passes, accom-

modations, travel insur-

ance, and flights,” she 

says. “It gives me peace 

of mind that I have a pro-

fessional looking after all 

our travel needs.” 

A Virtuoso traveler shares a favorite photograph from her recent vacation.

  Send your best travel shots to editors@virtuoso.com for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Traveler.

Anantara Layan Phuket Resort is readying for its third annual turtle 

release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered release in March. Between November and February, endangered 



Experience graceful grandeur and stellar service as you unwind in the relaxed elegance
of Hawaii architecture. Surround yourself by lush gardens, pristine pools, 

Hawaiian culture and discover that aloha is more than a greeting, it’s a way of life.

Discover the aloha spirit at Hyatt Resorts in Hawai i

To visit Hawaii, contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor today

‘

THE BEACH PEOPLE 

ROUNDIE With a 59-inch diameter, 

the oversize Palm Springs towel 

cum blanket was sized with seaside 

lounging – and, if you’re inclined, 

sharing – in mind. A leather carrier 

helps you tote it to the perfect spot.

$120, thebeachpeopleco.com.

PERSOL POLARIZED 

SUNGLASSES Designed in collabo-

ration with novelist Bret Easton Ellis, 

these classic tortoiseshell shades were 

inspired by the “symphony of moving 

parts” found in old-school typewriters 

and are meant to evoke the golden age 

of writing. $360, mrporter.com.

NÜÜD FOR IPAD AIR CASE

Sand- and drop-proof – even sub-

mersible in over six feet of water for 

up to an hour – Nüüd’s thin, pro-

tective case fortifi es your iPad Air 

against the hazards of the beach, 

pool, or your insistent children. $98, 

lifeproof.com.

GOODS & GADGETS

On the Sunny Side 
Keep stylish (and safe) on your next beach break.

On the Sunny Side On the Sunny Side 
Keep stylish (and safe) on your next beach break.
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Bermuda or Baja?
Pink sands and sailing for summer break, or white shores 

and whale-watching over the winter holidays. 

Two close-to-home family cruises for two budgets.

8-day, $16,300 splurge 5-day, $3,900 steal

FLY: Relax in fi rst class with Delta Air Lines between 

Dallas/Fort Worth and Newark, making one stop each 

way. Round-trip airfare from $3,757 (including taxes) 

per family of four. 

CRUISE: Three full days in King’s Wharf leave ample 

time for playing on Bermuda’s famous pink beaches 

when Celebrity Cruises sends the 2,158-passenger 

Celebrity Summit on an eight-day voyage round-trip 

from Bayonne, New Jersey. Back on board, mix things 

up in a bartending class while the kids get their game 

on with one of the largest Xbox experiences at sea. 

There’s room to spread out in your Royal Suite, with 

butler service and a whirlpool on the balcony. Depar-

ture: August 14, 2016; from $11,996 per family of four. 

PLUS: Learn jibing and other sailing basics before hit-

ting the high seas aboard a J-24 keelboat in Celebrity’s 

version of the Bermuda Gold Cup, a fun mini-sailing re-

gatta with other families. From $479 per family of four.

TOTAL: From $16,232 per family of four

SOUVENIR: Swing by Dockyard Glassworks (1 Mari-

time Lane, Royal Naval Dockyard) at King’s Wharf to 

watch glassblowers at work and pick up a sculptural 

whistling tree frog, whose evening song is heard 

around the island. 

FLY: Travel economy class during nonstop fl ights 

between Dallas/Fort Worth and Los Angeles with 

Virgin America. Round-trip airfare from $825 (includ-

ing taxes) per family of four. 

CRUISE: A fi ve-day getaway along the Baja Penin-

sula makes the perfect holiday gift. Princess Cruises’ 

3,080-passenger Ruby Princess travels round-trip from 

Los Angeles, with an overnight in Cabo San Lucas for 

prime snorkeling along the Mexican Riviera. On board, 

kids can build a space shuttle or stargaze on the top 

deck with Discovery at Sea activities, while you take 

in the views from your Mini-Suite’s private balcony 

or unwind in the adults-only Sanctuary. Departure: 

December 17, 2016; from $2,696 per family of four.

PLUS: Hop aboard a high-powered Zodiac and head 

out in search of gray whales. Princess’ Animal Planet 

excursion brings you up close to humpback and blue 

whales as well. From $360 per family of four.

TOTAL: From $3,881 per family of four

SOUVENIR: While in Cabo San Lucas, wrap up a red 

coral necklace or turquoise bracelet from D’Garo Art 

& Jewelry (Local 12, Vicente Guerrero, Centro), where 

owner and gemologist Patty D’Garo makes many of 

the pieces on display.



©2016, Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor 

to plan your vacation today!

Princess is #1 in Alaska, taking more people to the Great Land 

than any other cruise line. And those guests come back with new 

perspectives and are more inspired than they could imagine.

From sailing the sheltered waters of Alaska’s fjords and Inside 

Passage, to traveling across the vast wilderness via exclusive 

Princess Rail, or setting out into one of the state’s awe-inspiring 

national parks — you can experience it all with Princess — in ways 

that will leave you changed forever.

THE LEADER IN  AL ASKA
Princess is #1 in Alaska, taking more people to the Great Land 

than any other cruise line. And those guests come back with new 

perspectives and are more inspired than they could imagine.

From sailing the sheltered waters of Alaska’s fjords and Inside 

Passage, to traveling across the vast wilderness via exclusive 

Princess Rail, or setting out into one of the state’s awe-inspiring 

national parks — you can experience it all with Princess — in ways 

that will leave you changed forever.

THE LEADER IN  AL ASKA
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“I always recommend Nobu Matsuhisa’s 

Silk Road on Crystal Cruises’ Crystal 

Serenity and Symphony. My 

favorite dish is the lobster 

with truffle-yuzu sauce. Last 

time I ordered it, the waitress 

noticed I was devouring the meal 

and asked if I’d like a little more. She 

brought me an entire second entree – 

and yes, I ate it all!”

– KARYN FARR, San Diego

“One of my favorite dining experiences 

was on board Silversea Cruises’ Silver 

Shadow, where I enjoyed a 

special paired menu at Le 

Champagne, the only Relais 

& Châteaux restaurant at sea. 

I framed my menu from that evening – 

it hangs in my kitchen.”  

– SHANNON NELSON, Seattle

“I recommend guests on board Oceania 

Cruises’ Marina or Riviera dine at 

Jacques for exceptional 

French cuisine. Served in an 

elegant setting reminiscent 

of a Paris bistro, every 

perfectly cooked dish is creatively 

interpreted by famed master chef 

Jacques Pépin, Oceania’s executive 

culinary director.”

 – ADRIENNE FORST, Beverly Hills

“One of the most unique dinners I’ve ever 

had was at Qsine, a specialty restaurant 

on board many of Celebrity 

Cruises’ ships. After the main 

course (ordered from an 

iPad), guests choose dessert 

from a Rubik’s Cube (my favorite is a 

giant fortune cookie filled with chocolate 

cream). From start to finish, it’s a dining 

experience you’ll be talking about for a 

long time – I still am.” 

– MARGIE ZEIGER, New York City

“My recent Seabourn voyage offered the 

very best of Thomas Keller. The Michelin-

starred chef (The French 

Laundry, Per Se) brings 

his impressive creativity, 

ingenious plating, and high-

quality ingredients to dishes on Seabourn 

ships and will open a signature restaurant 

on Seabourn Quest this spring.”  

 – RALPH BIAS, Miami Beach

Where Can I Get a Michelin-
Worthy Meal at Sea? 
Virtuoso advisors dish on cruise cuisine.

Never mind Open Table – some of today’s most coveted reservations are on cruise ships. 

Led by a handful of the world’s top chefs, cruise lines are bringing innovative dining 

concepts, locally sourced ingredients, and only-onboard creations to the high seas with a 

host of haute restaurants. Here are five that hit the spot. 

“To secure a table, 

have your travel advisor 

make reservations at 

specialty restaurants as far in 

advance as possible.”

– MARCELLA RAPPOPORT, 

New York City

Clockwise from top left:  

Nobu Matsuhisa, Le 

Champagne’s rack of lamb, 

Jacques restaurant, Thomas 

Keller, and ordering by  

iPad at Qsine.

“To secure a table, 

have your travel advisor 

make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at make reservations at 

specialty restaurants as far in specialty restaurants as far in 

advance as possible.”advance as possible.”
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Local flavors and sounds lure Michelle and Renier Gobea around the world.

INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

WHY I TRAVEL

M
ichelle Gobea wanted a “last-hurrah honeymoon,” as she calls it. 

“Before we have a kid, I thought, let’s go far as hell and stay as long as 

we can,” she laughs. Gobea, 36, owns a cycling fi tness studio in Tampa, 

Florida, where her husband, Renier, 40, works in pharmaceuticals and 

real estate. Tampa-based Virtuoso travel advisor Doria Gomez put together a grown-

up’s 31-day odyssey for them through New Zealand, Australia, Thailand, and beyond. 

 We travel to embrace our love of great 

food, back-road locations, and gor-

geous, comfortable hotels at the end of 

the day. Neither of us grew up traveling, 

especially my husband; he’s from Cuba, 

where he lived in cramped quarters. We 

don’t take it for granted that we see the 

world in a luxurious way now. Best of all, 

we get to do it together. 

We landed in New Zealand and headed 

straight for Otahuna Lodge near Christ-

church. After the long fl ight, it was a 

perfect place to sit and do very little 

– very peaceful, very beautiful. We got 

our heads together and then traveled 

south to Blanket Bay, one of the great-

est lodges in the whole world. We never 

wanted to leave. 

Renier and I love listening to 

live music, and he’s very ad-

venturous. He’ll grab a map 

and take us somewhere way 

outside the usual tourist 

zones. Sometimes it means 

driving for hours, but we 

always end up discovering 

great people and amazing 

musicians.

Most people who visit north-

ern Thailand stay in Chiang 

Mai and maybe Chiang Rai. 

Doria knows we like a little 

added adventure, so she 

connected us with a guide 

who took us into Myanmar 

for the day to visit markets 

and temples. We immersed 

ourselves in the culture and 

saw a part of the world few 

people get to see. 

My husband is a very 

anxious fl yer, so Doria sends 

him details on the type and 

year of planes we’re taking, 

and even a picture some-

times. Insider knowledge, 

the ability to understand 

A honeymoon snapshot of the 

Great Barrier Reef and (inset) the 

Gobeas at Bangkok’s Grand Palace. 



Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Information is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing of this ad. Travel 
Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall not be used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any 
way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, Washington UBI #602 425 801.   MB5067-15_DF_12.2.15

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Relax IN LUXURY

Fairmont Kea Lani, Hawaii’s only all-suite and villa luxury resort, is located on South Maui’s Polo Beach. Highlights include the award-

winning Ko restaurant; luxury accommodations; and Willow Stream Spa, voted Hawaii’s Top Spa by Travel + Leisure magazine. 

Enjoy the exclusive amenities of a complimentary room upgrade, (subject to availably upon arrival); early check-in/late check-out, 

(subject to availability); daily breakfast for two; and a Special Ohana basket. 

-

“Tulum, Mexico; Cuba in 

March; and Hawaii in May – my 

mother lives on Maui, and this 

will be Renier’s first trip. In the 

fall, we plan on visiting Ireland 

and checking out the Canary 

Islands, where Renier’s family 

originally came from.”  VT

WHERE NEXT?

what we need without 

asking, and patience are 

important when it comes 

to travel advisors. Renier 

is a huge pain, I’m sure, 

but Doria handles it with 

a smile, and it really helps 

him feel calmer. That, and 

maybe a Jack and Coke 

before boarding the flight. 

Since we speak Spanish, 

we’ve spent lots of time in 

Latin America and Spain. 

Formentera is gorgeous. 

Ibiza is so much fun. We’re 

big fans of Barcelona. Cuba 

isn’t up to world-class 

standards yet in terms of 

hotels, but we love the 

family connection. 

I surprised Renier for his 

40th by bringing together a 

huge group of friends for a 

vacation on Sint-Maarten. 

There were 37 of us and 

he had no idea! Doria was 

great: She coordinated it 

so people could stay in a 

way that felt right for their 

budget. To wind down after-

ward, Renier and I spent four 

days at Eden Rock on Saint 

Bart’s – of course we talked 

about travel the whole time. 

For our five-year anniver-

sary in 2019, we want to do 

the Amalfi Coast.

Breakfast time at Four Seasons Tented Camp Golden Triangle.

WHERE NEXT?
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DAY IN PORT
An outline for first-time visitors to Barcelona, Melbourne, 

Rio de Janeiro, and Lima, from local Virtuoso travel advisors.  

Discover the real Mel- 

bourne by walking its 

“laneways” and arcades. Start 

at historic Queen Victoria 

Market – “Queen Vic” – home 

to two full blocks of produce, 

meat, and seafood stalls, as 

well as locally made handi-

crafts and souvenirs. 

Head to Degraves Street, 

a cobblestoned alley 

with great street art and cafés. 

For a coffee break, duck into 

Degraves Espresso Bar, or for 

fresh-squeezed juices, walk 

across the street to hole-in-

the-wall Jungle Juice Bar at 

Centre Place. 

Eat lunch at casual 

MoVida, which serves 

delicious Spanish tapas and 

larger shared plates across 

the street from Federation 

Square. In Chinatown, Flower 

Drum’s elegant Cantonese has 

made it a Melbourne favorite 

for nearly 40 years.

Don’t miss the National 

Gallery of Victoria. Its 

Ian Potter Centre at Federa-

tion Square displays the 

Australian art collection; for 

international exhibits (as well 

as the world’s largest stained-

glass ceiling), take a short 

walk across the Yarra River to 

the original building. 

Stroll Southbank’s 

riverfront promenade to 

shop and relax with a glass of 

wine at one of its many cafés.

– Amy Wasbutzki, travel 

advisor, Melbourne

Avoid the afternoon 

crowds and start with 

Antoni Gaudí’s Park Güell, 

which showcases his innova-

tive architecture and 

organic style.

Have your driver give 

you a city overview, 

including Passeig de 

Gràcia, one of the main 

avenues and home to Gaudí 

landmarks Casa Batlló and 

La Pedrera. The top of 

Montjuïc hill provides the 

best panoramic views.

Visit Gaudí’s master-

piece, La Sagrada 

Família cathedral (the 

preeminent example of 

Catalan modernist architec-

ture). There’s always a long 

line to enter, but you can 

book tickets in advance for 

immediate access.

Eat lunch at the Gothic 

Quarter’s Els Quatre 

Gats, which opened in 1897 

and became a favorite of 

Picasso and his peers. Share 

a fi rst course, perhaps 

tomato-rubbed toast or 

Iberian ham, followed by 

lamb or Mediterranean 

seafood stew.

Finish the day with a 

Gothic Quarter

walking tour. From Plaça del 

Pi, stroll Carrer Petritxol, a 

narrow street famous for 

tiny bars. Stop for a suizo

(hot chocolate with cream), 

then cross Las Ramblas to 

explore La Boqueria market. 

If you have room, Bar 

Pinotxo is where market 

shoppers break for tapas.

– Francesc Escánez, travel 

agency owner, Barcelona

BARCELONA

MELBOURNE

Park Güell and (inset) 

tapas at La Boqueria.

National Gallery of 

Victoria and (inset) 

Degraves Street.

Continued on page 33 »
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THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included — 

from flights to excursions and from fine wines and premium spirits to gourmet dining. Allow us to take care of 

every detail as we take you to nearly 350 destinations worldwide aboard our luxuriously appointed and perfectly 

sized ships with no more than 750 pampered guests. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®. 

TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

THE SPACIOUSLY ELEGANT
Seven Seas Mariner®

700 GUESTS, ALL SUITES, ALL WITH PRIVATE BALCONIES

The world’s first all-suite, all-balcony ship, Seven Seas Mariner® was built to fulfill your every wish, your every 

whim and your every want. Spacious open decks and the Observation Lounge offer prime locations to 

watch whales breach on the horizon. She is the perfect ship to relax and indulge as you explore Alaska.  

In 2015, Seven Seas Mariner®  was awarded “Ship of the Year” by the World Ocean & Cruise Liner Society.

Enjoy the views from your private balcony while sailing through the Pacific Nortwest. 

Suites range from 300 to 2,000 square feet.

In addition to indulging in a body treatment at the Canyon Ranch SpaClub®

or an invigorating class at the Fitness Center, you can enjoy a game of shuffleboard 

and challenge your partner at paddle tennis. 

Seven Seas Mariner® features four open-seating gourmet restaurants and four lounges, 

as well as the Constellation Theater, which offers you a phenomenal variety of nightly entertainment. as well as the Constellation Theater, which offers you a phenomenal variety of nightly entertainment. 
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EXPLORE ALASKA... with FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions
Big, bold and impossibly beautiful, Alaska offers limitless wonder and endless enchantment.  

This is the ultimate destination to explore with up to 40 FREE shore excursions to choose from.  

Below find a sampling of unforgettable tours and voyages that await you.  

KETCHIKAN, 
ALASKA

Relax amidst the rustic charm 
and Alaskan hospitality of 
George Inlet Lodge while 

enjoying a delicious crab feast. 

SKAGWAY, 
ALASKA

Discover the thrilling 
history of the  
explosive gold rush  
of 1898 on a fun-filled 
gold-panning experience. 

VICTORIA,  
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Explore the lavish Craigdarroch 
Castle, built in the late 1800s — 
known for its stained-glass and 
intricate woodwork.

JUNEAU, 
ALASKA

Enjoy a spectacular, 
up-close view of the 
glistening ice towers 
that make up the mighty 
Mendenhall Glacier. 

YOUR ADVENTURE AWAITS 
2016 7-NIGHT VOYAGES ON SEVEN SEAS MARINER®

VANCOUVER TO SEWARD

2-FOR-1 FARES FROM $4,799 PER PERSON  

including ROUNDTRIP AIR*

Departure Dates:
May 18, June 1, June 15, June 29 

July 27, August 10

SEWARD TO VANCOUVER 

2-FOR-1 FARES FROM $5,299 PER PERSON  

including ROUNDTRIP AIR*

Departure Dates:
May 25, June 8, June 22 

July 6, July 20, August 3, August 17

ADDITIONAL VIRTUOSO VOYAGER CLUB AMENITIES  

ON SELECT VOYAGES:

Voyager Club Host, Private Cocktail Reception  

and an Exclusive Shore Event

MK_FEB16982

*Fares are subject to increase. All fares are per person in U.S. dollars, valid for residents of U.S. & Canada, based on double occupancy, for new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. Not all promotions are combinable. 2-for-1 Fares 
and Early Booking Savings are based on published Full Brochure Fares; such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite categories and do not include optional charges as detailed in the Guest Ticket Contract. “Alaskan Summer Offer” 
promotion of FREE Unlimited WiFi is throughout the ship and in all suite categories and $300 shipboard credit is per suite based on NEW bookings made through March 31, 2016 on select voyages. “Alaskan Summer Offer” is capacity controlled 
and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. You must mention promo code “ASO2016” at time of booking to receive offer. Kids Sail fares are per person, cruise-only fares and include FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions. FREE Roundtrip Air 
includes ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip flights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, FLL, IAD, IAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MDW, MIA, MSP, ORD, PBI, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YVR, 
YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways for an additional charge. FREE Roundtrip Air includes all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes, however, airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. 
For details, visit exploreflightfees.com. Kids Sail is not included on May 18 , May 25 & August 17 voyages. Terry Breen will not be sailing on the August 3, August 10 & August 17 voyages. Ship’s Registry: Bahamas. ©2016 Regent Seven Seas Cruises®

FOLLOW US ON @RegentCruisesFacebook.com/RegentSevenSeasCruises RSSCBlog.com

ALASKAN 
SUMMER
OFFER
Enjoy. Connect. Share.

Enjoy NEW EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

$300 Shipboard Credit & Kids Sail for $999

Connect WITH FRIENDS & FAMILY BACK HOME

FREE Unlimited WiFi

Share YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Club Mariner Youth Program & Terry Breen — Alaska Expert

LIMITED TIME OFFER — MENTION PROMO CODE ASO2016

IT’S ALL INCLUDED

2-FOR-1 ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES

FREE
UNLIMITED WIFI NEW

FREE
ROUNDTRIP AIR*

FREE
UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS

FREE
LUXURY HOTEL PACKAGE†

FREE
SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS

FREE
UNLIMITED BEVERAGES INCLUDING  

FINE WINES AND PREMIUM SPIRITS

FREE
OPEN BARS AND LOUNGES PLUS 

 IN-SUITE MINI-BAR REPLENISHED DAILY

FREE
PRE-PAID GRATUITIES 

FREE
TRANSFERS BETWEEN  

AIRPORT AND SHIP

*See Terms & Conditions. 

† Applies to Concierge Suites & higher.UP TO 40 FREE SHORE EXCURSIONS

TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM
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RIO DE JANEIRO

Start with coffee and 

an excellent pain au 

chocolat at La Bicyclette, a 

French café at the entrance 

to Rio de Janeiro Botanical 

Garden, planted in 1808 at 

the foot of Corcovado Moun-

tain. The garden’s highlights 

include stately royal palms, 

giant water lilies, and more 

than 600 types of orchids.

Explore Tijuca National 

Park, one of the largest 

urban forests in the world, 

with your driver en route to 

the famous Christ the 

Redeemer statue. Tip: The 

park’s Vista Chinesa gazebo 

offers magnifi cent (and less 

crowded) views.  

Break for lunch and 

caipirinhas (Brazil’s 

national drink) at Aprazível

in Santa Teresa, one of Rio’s 

oldest colonial neighbor-

hoods. Owner Ana Castilho 

serves wild duck, prawns, 

and other Brazilian favorites 

in open-air tree houses in 

her former home’s garden.

You can’t come to Rio 

without visiting famous 

Ipanema: Shop the city’s top 

fashion boutiques, browse 

the local craft market, or just 

relax by the beach and watch 

the locals play footvolley – a 

combination of soccer and 

volleyball. There’s always 

time for one last caipirinha!

– Augusto Simas, travel 

agency owner, Rio

Begin in the city’s historic center with a Peruvian 

breakfast at chef Gastón Acurio’s Tanta. Nearby 

at Parque de la Muralla, see the seventeenth-century 

remains of the wall built to protect the city from pirates 

and privateers. 

Explore Plaza Mayor, Lima’s birthplace and core. 

Noteworthy sites include the Government Palace, 

Cathedral of Lima, and Palace of the Union. 

Make your way to Mirafl ores for lunch at Huaca 

Pucllana, a restaurant in a 1,500-year-old pyramid 

constructed by priests as a ceremonial and administra-

tive center. Explore the ruins afterward, or hunt for 

souvenirs at Larcomar shopping center. Some favor-

ites: Ilaria for silver, Sol Alpaca’s and Kuna’s wool 

goods, and Dédalo for Peruvian crafts.

Discover bohemian Barranco, the city’s artistic 

hub. Galería Lucía de la Puente and MATE – 

Museo Mario Testino consistently showcase interesting 

art, and Dédalo has an outpost in an old colonial home. 

Don’t miss coffee at Bisetti before returning to the ship.

– Verónica Flórez and Mónica Macha, 

travel advisors, Lima  VT

LIMA

Clockwise from top left: Rio’s botanical garden, a caipirinha, and 

Ipanema beach.

Clockwise from top: Plaza Mayor, Huaca 

Pucllana, and market goods. 
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C 
hef Ned Bell bounds out of his 

Toyota Prius and onto Vancouver’s 

Fisherman’s Wharf, where dozens 

of swaying boats dock within sight 

of the city’s downtown skyline. It’s only 9:30 

in the morning, but a couple of fishermen are 

already returning with their catch: fresh salmon 

and albacore tuna from the Pacific Ocean.

“I’m a little short of pinks [a type of salmon]. 

Can I throw in some sockeye?” asks Shaun 

Strobel, surveying his catch in a warehouse 

by the dock. “You can throw in whatever you 

like,” Bell replies. After years of working with 

Strobel, he knows that whatever the burly 

fisherman has caught will be fresh, tasty, and  

responsibly harvested. 

The executive chef at Four Seasons Hotel 

Vancouver’s YEW restaurant, Bell is starting his 

day at the wharf to find the most flavorful fish 

he can put on his diners’ plates. But he doesn’t 

just want to do well in his restaurant – he wants 

to do good.

Bell is a leader of Canada’s sustainable seafood 

movement, launched in Vancouver in the early 

2000s by chefs and marine ad-

vocates seeking solutions to 

overfishing. In 2005 their ef-

forts helped inspire Vancouver 

Aquarium’s Ocean Wise pro-

gram, modeled on Monterey 

Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch, 

a guide to eating sustainable fish 

– those harvested in ways that 

consider their long-term sur-

vival and the seas’ overall health 

– and avoiding endangered or 

threatened species.

A decade later, Ocean Wise has 

more than 3,100 participating 

restaurants across Canada that 

follow its guidelines. But that 

doesn’t mean Vancouver’s sea-

food restaurants have sacrificed 

much; they may have slightly 

shorter menus, but whatever is 

featured is abundant, in season, 

and typically locally sourced. 

Dean Horvath, a Vancouver-

based Virtuoso travel advisor, 

says that with the city being sur-

rounded on three sides by water, 

seafood is naturally essential to 

its restaurant scene. Vancouver-

ites are concerned about their 

environment, he adds, and “very 

health conscious, so fish fit right 

in with that mind-set.” 

The city’s location, just north 

of the U.S. border on Canada’s 

west coast, means it’s easily ac-

cessible to American travelers. 

But what makes Vancouver a 

haven for seafood lovers is its 

proximity to the Pacific.

“The lucky thing for us as 

chefs is that we have Fisherman’s 

Wharf right here,” Bell says.  

“The day boats come back with 

their catch and bring it right 

to our restaurant kitchens. The 

fishermen are out in the morn-

ing getting the spot prawns, and 

they’re on the plate that night – it 

just doesn’t get any better.” 

The chefs at Vancouver’s top 

seafood restaurants would seem 

to agree. Below, Bell and four 

others discuss how they meet 

the goals of sustainability while 

still serving some of the hottest 

dishes in town. 

SEA CHANGE
Vancouver’s chefs lead the way to a sustainable future for seafood. 

By Michael Shapiro

Fresh and local: Ned Bell’s whole grilled trout with seasonal 

market vegetables and (below) a custom installation by 

Vancouver artist Rodney Graham graces Hawksworth’s Art Room.
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NED BELL | YEW  

In YEW’s softly lit wood-paneled dining room (791 W. Georgia 

Street), Bell and his crew prepare their signature Tackle Box, a 

medley of fish that includes raw albacore tuna, poached spot 

prawns, raw oysters with house-made hot sauce, and steamed 

Dungeness crab. Entrees include salmon, sablefish, and arctic 

char, all plump and moist, lightly cooked to perfection. 

“You kiss it and it’s cooked,” Bell says. He credits Vancouver’s 

Asian presence with influencing his “globally inspired and locally 

created” culinary approach. Of his eco-attitude, which is pure 

Vancouver, Bell adds: “I thought that if I’m going to do a seafood 

restaurant, it has to be 100 percent sustainable. It’s really the only 

seafood we should be consuming.”

 

ROB CLARK | THE FISH COUNTER 

A host of top chefs in Vancouver espouse sustainable seafood, 

but the godfather of the movement, Bell says, is Rob Clark. “It’s 

his shoulders I stand on.” In a recent newspaper profile, Clark is 

credited for “making Vancouver the strongest sustainable seafood 

city in Canada, setting examples for other cities.” 

Longtime executive chef at the highly lauded, now defunct 

C Restaurant, Clark has helmed The Fish Counter (  

Street) since 2013. Located in Vancouver’s industrial-hip Riley 

Park neighborhood, this local favorite is a place where you can 

get a plate of hot fish-and-chips (try the lingcod) or buy fresh 

halibut to cook at home. It’s a bit off the tourist path but worth 

the 15-minute cab ride from downtown for lunch. Clark’s ap-

proach is simple: “Get good food, and do as little as possible with 

it. All I have to do is buy great fish.” 

• A visit to Granville Island's Public 

Market, with its local crafts vendors,  

is essential. The best way to get there  

is by water taxi. 

• Don’t miss FlyOver Canada, a  

flight simulation like no other. They  

use a huge screen and virtual 

technology to simulate an open-air 

journey above the country. 

• Work off extra calories on The Grouse 

Grind, a trail hike up Grouse Mountain. It’s 

challenging, but the view from the top is 

well worth it. (Sure, you can take the tram, 

but there’s no adventure in that!)

More on the Menu

Virtuoso travel advisor and Vancouver native Dean Horvath shares his tips on where to go outside the dining room. 

Clockwise from top: Yew’s Tackle Box and The Fish Counter’s 

pickled mackerel with wheat berry salad and hungry customers.   
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FRANK PABST | BLUE WATER CAFE

“As chefs, we want to have species around 

for generations to come,” says Frank Pabst 

of Blue Water Cafe ( ), 

which serves only in-season fi sh. By paying 

a premium for sustainable seafood, restau-

rants have helped steer demand toward 

varieties that are abundant or less threat-

ened, he adds, noting that sometimes the 

most sustainable – and fl avorful – choices 

are responsibly farmed options.

A recent tasting menu at Blue Water Cafe 

included halibut tataki, a sashimi-style starter, 

followed by a crisp Dungeness crab salad with 

mango, jicama, and pumpkin seeds. The en-

trees: sable with a miso-sake glaze, paired with 

a chardonnay, and sturgeon in a pumpernickel 

crust, served with a Russian River pinot noir. 

DAVID HAWKSWORTH | 

HAWKSWORTH RESTAURANT

Located in the historic Rosewood Hotel 

Georgia, Hawksworth Restaurant (801 W. 

Georgia Street) is the four-time winner of 

V er magazine’s Best Upscale Restau-

rant award. Chef David Hawksworth works 

with suppliers to fi nd out what’s sustainable 

and supports a First Nations (Canada’s na-

tive peoples) fi sh farm on nearby Vancouver 

Island. An avid fi sherman, he often goes out 

on the ocean with his suppliers.

“We’re trying to do contemporary food 

that’s satisfying, not reinvent the wheel,” 

Hawksworth says. “It’s a business, but we try 

to do our part in doing the right thing. I want 

the food to be fresh and vibrant.” 

His restaurant comprises several connected 

rooms – the Pearl Room shines with pearl 

banquettes and a splashy chandelier, while the 

Art Room features a custom installation by lo-

cal artist Rodney Graham. Among the dinner 

highlights: yellowtail tuna sashimi and pan-

roasted scallops with sunchoke puree.

CHRIS WHITTAKER | FORAGE

At Forage ( ), chef Chris 

Whittaker serves every usable part of the fi sh, 

such as salmon collars, which other chefs of-

ten toss. By limiting his menu, he challenges 

diners to try adventurous dishes that inform 

their palate and expand their understanding 

of sustainable options.

Like many of Vancouver’s top fi sh restau-

rants, he offers options beyond seafood, in-

cluding duck, pork, and bison. But his go-to 

is always the bounty of the Pacifi c Ocean. “As 

for regional wild fi sh,” Whittaker says, “why 

would we eat anything else?”

Vancouver à la Carte 

A taste of the city.  

STAY

From Virtuoso’s six Vancouver 

properties, which house some of the 

city’s best restaurants, here are three 

can’t-miss options.

• Located downtown, the 372-room 

Four Seasons Hotel Vancouver offers 

stunning city views. And you’re just 

an elevator ride from YEW, one of 

Canada’s seafood palaces. Doubles 

from $200; Virtuoso amenities include 

breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

• The 156-room Rosewood Hotel 

Georgia brings the grandeur of the 

Roaring Twenties to Vancouver’s 

downtown and houses the highly 

lauded Hawksworth Restaurant. 

Doubles from $275; Virtuoso amenities 

include breakfast daily and a $100 ho-

tel credit.

• The Fairmont Waterfront is home 

to ARC, an innovative eatery that 

features sustainable seafood options. 

The 489-room hotel also sources 

produce and organic honey (yes, the 

staff keeps bees) from its rooftop 

garden. Doubles from $262; Virtuoso 

amenities include breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit.

SAIL

The perfect pairing to a stay in the city, 

Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ 15-day 

Alaska and Canada voyage sails round-

trip from Vancouver. Six restaurants 

aboard the 700-passenger Seven Seas 

Mariner provide plenty of worthy dining 

options at sea. Departure: May 18, 2016; 

from $8,999.

SEE

Sample British Columbia beers and 

wines, Vancouver’s fi nest dim sum, 

a spicy salmon tartare matched with 

locally brewed sake, and more during a 

three-hour gourmet walking excursion 

with Virtuoso’s local tour operator.

Departures: Any day through December 

31, 2016; from $760. VT

Clockwise 

from top left: 

Hawksworth’s 

halibut with 

olive oil pomme

puree, English 

peas, and fava 

beans; farm to 

restaurant at 

Forage; and 

Blue Water 

Cafe’s tuna 

carpaccio.
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CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

THE WORLD IS NOT FLAT.  
A FACT THAT  
REQUIRES PERSONAL  
CONFIRMATION.
MODERN LUXURY
LIVES HERE.



The suite life (clockwise from top 

left) from Crystal Cruises, Royal 

Caribbean International, Silversea 

Cruises, and Celebrity Cruises.
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7 cruise-ship suites that rival top 

hotel penthouses – and 7 that save 

but still come with sweet perks. 

Wraparound balconies with whirlpool tubs. Baby 

grands for entertaining and spiral staircases for 

a grand entrance. Personal saunas in en suite 

spas. With a bevy of top-tier amenities, these 

supersuites make a big, bold statement. (Their 

more competitively priced counterparts speak 

volumes as well.) And best of all: The view 

outside your window is always new.
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Palatial, plush, eye-popping: The two-bedroom, 

two-and-a-half-bath Regent Suite aboard 

Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ Seven Seas 

Explorer (debuting in summer 2016) features 

cruising’s first in-room spa and a balcony the 

size of most master cabins.

» Square Footage: 2,917 

(suite), 958 (balcony)

» Special Perks: First-

class air for domestic 

flights and business class 

for international; private 

car and guide ashore; 

unlimited en suite spa 

services

» What You’ll Love: 

Wraparound balcony 

with 270-degree views; 

solarium; en-suite spa 

retreat with sauna and 

steam 

» More On Board: 

Chartreuse restaurant’s 

classic French fare and 

the Pan-Asian Pacific Rim; 

Red Flower therapeutic 

treatments at Canyon 

Ranch SpaClub; Culinary 

Arts Kitchen, with 18 

individual cooking stations

ALSO CONSIDER

At up to 464 square feet – including a private balcony – Concierge Suites come with a host of extras, including a 

one-night pre-cruise hotel package, complimentary shipwide Wi-Fi, and priority online booking for shore excursions 

and dining at specialty restaurants.

WORLD-CLASS 
EXPLORER

ADVISOR INSIGHT  
“The new, one-of-a-

kind Regent Suite is 

breathtaking and larger 

than most homes, but 

what comes included – 

particularly the private car 

and driver in every port –  

is even more impressive 

and brings great value.”

– Lynda Turley,  

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Saratoga, California

From top: Seven Seas Explorer’s Chartreuse restaurant, 

the Regent Suite’s stylish living spaces and en suite spa, 

and the ship’s Culinary Arts Kitchen.  
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ALSO CONSIDER

Large verandahs and 

loads of add-ons – among 

them, a special chocolate 

welcome, Illy espresso 

machine, and dinner at an 

officer’s table – make the 

742-square-foot Silver 

Suite a swank substitute.

From top: The Owner’s Suite’s living area, Silver Spirit at sea, and Le Champagne restaurant.

English butler service, bar setup, a Bang & Olufsen audio system 

– the elegant, apartment-like Owner’s Suite aboard Silversea 

Cruises’ Silver Spirit has it all. Its ability to convert from one 

bedroom to two makes it a great choice for families.

OWNING THE HIGH SEAS

» Square Footage: 1,292 

(one-bedroom suite, including 

verandah), 1,668 (two bedrooms, 

including verandah, when 

combined with a Vista Suite)

» Special Perks: Afternoon 

canapés; dinner for two at Le 

Champagne, the only Relais 

& Châteaux restaurant at sea; 

unlimited free Wi-Fi; two hours of 

complimentary worldwide phone 

calls for bragging

» What You’ll Love: Whirlpool 

tub in marble bath, plus separate 

powder room; binoculars for 

verandah viewing; butler’s 

assistance with organizing shore 

experiences

» More On Board: Silver 

Perspectives enrichment program 

featuring expert guest speakers; 

select culinary- and wine-themed 

voyages with world-renowned 

chefs and vintners

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“Have your butler arrange 

for a bartender to serve 

drinks to invited guests on 

your private verandah, then 

enjoy dinner – course by 

course – at your own dining 

room table for six. Plus, 

you’ll receive complimentary 

laundry service throughout 

the cruise.”

– Gerry Koolhof, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Toronto

742-square-foot Silver 

Suite a swank substitute.
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Watch the changing horizon – or waterproof television – 

from the master bath’s Duravit flotation tub in your Crystal 

Penthouse with Verandah while your butler prepares for 

the night’s dinner party. This Park Avenue-posh suite aboard 

Crystal Cruises’ Crystal Serenity is one to show off.

DECADENT DISPLAY

» Square Footage: 1,217 (suite), 128 

(verandah)

» Special Perks: On-call 24-hour 

butler service; complimentary 

bottle of Cristal Champagne; 

invitations to a bridge tour and 

captain’s cocktail party; private 

airport transfers at embarkation 

and disembarkation

» What You’ll Love: Den/media 

room; Bose VideoWave III flat-

screen TVs and audio system; Etro 

bath products and robes 

» More On Board: Sushi from 

celebrity chef Nobu Matsuhisa; 

Japanese Silk Booster Facial at 

the feng-shui-inspired spa; airy 

courtyard with retractable glass 

roof, “living” walls, and first-at-sea 

chef’s herb garden 

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“If the social spirit moves you, the 

Crystal Penthouse is the perfect 

venue to host new cruise friends 

at a predinner cocktail party 

– attended by your personal 

butler in your contemporary 

Manhattan-style apartment – as 

the world sails by.”

– Leslie Fambrini, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Los Altos, California

ALSO CONSIDER

Allergy sufferers can leave 

their Claritin at the door of 

Crystal’s 269-square-foot 

(including verandah) Deluxe Pure 

Staterooms, cruising’s first cabins 

to offer a totally hypoallergenic 

(yet haute) environment. 

From top:  A 

spacious verandah, 

bedroom, and  

living room let you 

live large in Crystal 

Serenity’s Crystal 

Penthouse. Right: 

A “living” wall 

brings added life 

to the ship.  

(including verandah) Deluxe Pure 

Staterooms, cruising’s first cabins 



Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Speak the language of love while celebrating with your loved one  
in a dream destination of your choice. 

HAWAII

The legendary spirit, known as 
aloha, breathes life and love into 
all who embrace it. 

Aloha au ia ‘oe 

TAHITI

Discover love and romance in  
a pristine French Polynesian  
island paradise. 

Ua here vau ia oe

FIJI

Pure Fijian hospitality and warm 
smiles beckon you and your  
beloved to an idyllic dream.
Au domoni iko

EUROPE

Take a romantic interlude in an 
exciting European locale, such as 
Paris, the City of Light and love.  
Je t’aime

CARIBBEAN

Arrange an intimate dinner for  
you and your loved one on a  

sandy beach under the stars. 

Ik hou van jou

MEXICO

Ignite your passion and delight 
your senses of amor in the tropics 
south of the border.  
Te amo

FEATURED DEST INATIONS

®

2015 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Custom
Tour Partner

WINNER

T R A V E L  C O L L E C T I O N

P R E F E R R E D

T R A V E L  C O L L E C T I O NT R A V E L  C O L L E C T I O N



Just in time for the 2016 

season, Club World Owner’s 

Suites from Azamara Club 

Cruises have been smartly 

revamped with a more 

contemporary feel and design. 

Look for larger bathrooms, 

mood lighting, and lots of 

wood aboard both Azamara 

Journey and Quest.

ON TOP OF 
THE WORLD

» Square Footage: 560 

(suite), 233 (verandah)

» Special Perks: English 

butler service; dedicated 

seating in ships’ specialty 

restaurants; choice of 

complimentary onshore 

insider experience or after-

hours tour; afternoon en 

suite tea service

» What You’ll Love: Lighting 

and sound systems to fit your 

mood; prestocked bar with 

all the top labels; marble 

master bath with full-size tub

» More On Board: 

Complimentary shore event; 

Azamara’s Nights in Private 

Places for a romantic 

dinner and sleeping under 

the stars; poolside parties 

(weather permitting)

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“These luxurious suites are wonderful for family gatherings; a curtain separates the living/dining area from the 

bedroom, creating the sense of two rooms (great for night owls!). There’s also a large verandah – enjoy a private 

alfresco meal served by your butler with views of the stars.”

– Nancy Yale, Virtuoso travel advisor, Fairfield, Connecticut

ALSO CONSIDER

Also featuring on-call butlers, 

266-square-foot Club Continent 

Suites offer floor-to-ceiling glass 

doors and a private, 60-square-

foot verandah.

From top: Azamara Journey’s pool deck, and butlers bring that special touch 

to Club World Owner’s Suites and Nights in Private Places dinners.  
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Continued on page 50 »

266-square-foot Club Continent 

Suites offer floor-to-ceiling glass Suites offer floor-to-ceiling glass Suites offer floor-to-ceiling glass Suites offer floor-to-ceiling glass 
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Two bedrooms and bathrooms, a grand dining table with seating for ten, dark 

wood flooring, and floor-to-ceiling windows for maximum views – the Reflection 

Suite aboard Celebrity Cruises’ Celebrity Reflection feels like a high-end condo.

WORTHY OF REFLECTION
» Square Footage: 1,636 (suite), 

193 (verandah)

» Special Perks: Priority 

embarkation and debarkation; 

personal butler service; 

unlimited specialty dining 

and complimentary premium 

beverage package; unlimited 

Internet; access to private 

Michael’s Club lounge; 

dedicated seating at Luminae 

restaurant, exclusively for suite 

guests

» What You’ll Love: Glass-

walled master bathroom with 

a reflective glass shower 

cantilevered over the sea; 

whirlpool tub with rain shower 

on the verandah

» More On Board: The Lawn 

Club with outdoor grilling and 

private, cabana-style retreats 

for cozy tête-à-têtes on deck; 

Canyon Ranch SpaClub; Art 

Studio led by master artists 

from ArtCenter/South Florida

ALSO CONSIDER

Added perks for spa-inspired 

AquaClass staterooms (194 

square feet with a 54-square-

foot verandah) include 

unlimited access to many of 

the spa’s amenities, including 

an aromatherapy steam room, 

as well as the exclusive Blu 

restaurant and its “clean cuisine.” 

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“Celebrity Reflection features more 

common areas than most Celebrity 

ships. The Lawn Club is an excellent 

place to enjoy outdoor activities, 

read a book, or even take a painting 

class in the Art Studio. The Reflection 

Suite’s sexy bathroom is an over-the-

top experience – literally!” 

– Jessica Griscavage, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, McLean, Virginia

It’s all about the views in the Reflection Suite’s living area (top) and bedroom (bottom 

left). Bottom right: Celebrity Reflection’s Luminae restaurant. 

ships. The Lawn Club is an excellent 
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A LOFTY VIEW

ALSO CONSIDER

At up to 580 square feet (depending on the ship) – plus a sizable 

balcony (up to 246 square feet) – Royal Family Suites still offer plenty 

of room to spread out, along with coveted benefits such as priority 

check-in and departure, prime theater seating, and personalized 

Concierge Club service.

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“If you were to imagine a 

beautiful villa with sweeping 

sea views, just steps away 

from vibrant nightlife with 

top entertainment or a 

magnificent spa, you would 

only just begin to describe 

Royal Caribbean’s bilevel 

Oasis-class suites. No 

detail was left to chance, 

so they’re sure to captivate 

and delight.”

– Linda Allen, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Harrison, Arkansas

» Square Footage: 1,524 (suite), 

843 (balcony)

» Special Perks: Round-the-clock 

services of a Royal Genie personal 

assistant; customized welcome 

gift; en suite handcrafted cocktail 

service; access to Coastal Kitchen 

restaurant, exclusively for suite 

guests; complimentary access to 

Vitality Spa’s thermal area; free 

Voom – the fastest Internet at sea

» What You’ll Love: Second-

level master bedroom and bath; 

wraparound balcony with LCD 

television and Jacuzzi; media library

» More On Board: Morning lattes 

at Starbucks; Central Park outdoor 

garden, lined with shops and 

fine dining; Broadway musicals; 

FlowRider surf simulator and nine-

deck-high zip line; 1920s-themed 

Prohibition party at the live jazz club 

With indoor and outdoor dining areas, a baby 

grand piano, and room to sleep six, two-bedroom, 

bilevel Royal Loft Suites – found aboard Royal 

Caribbean International’s Oasis, Allure, and 

Harmony of the Seas (debuting May 2016) – top 

the list from the cruise line with the most suite 

options at sea. 

From top: Royal 

Loft Suites 

provide plenty 

of room to roam, 

the services of a 

Royal Genie, and 

access to Coastal 

Kitchen. Below: 

Central Park 

outdoor garden.
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ALSO CONSIDER

Oceania’s Concierge Level 

staterooms (282 square feet 

including verandah) come with 

such added amenities as a 

welcome bottle of Champagne, 

free Internet, and a private lounge 

with card-only access.

ADVISOR INSIGHT

“Book early – the Owner’s 

Suites, which offer 

unsurpassed vistas of 

the world from their 

verandahs, are coveted 

real estate. (There are 

only three on each ship.) 

While on board, make 

sure to dine at Red 

Ginger; its miso-marinated 

cod is not to be missed!”

– Marni Becker,  

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

New York City VT

» Square Footage: 2,000 (suite), 554 

(verandah) 

» Special Perks: Access to the 

Executive Lounge and Canyon Ranch 

SpaClub Spa Terrace; unlimited free 

Internet

» What You’ll Love: Butler service, 

including course-by-course en 

suite dining from onboard specialty 

restaurants; indoor and outdoor 

whirlpool tubs; 3-D movie system; 

cashmere lap blankets to cozy up on 

the verandah

» More On Board: Country French 

cuisine from master chef Jacques 

Pépin; watercolor classes in the Artist 

Loft; hands-on cooking classes at The 

Culinary Center; foodie tours in port 

FASHION 
STATEMENT 
Tickle the ivories on your baby 

grand while guests unwind 

amid Ralph Lauren Home 

decor in Oceania Cruises’ 

sophisticated Owner’s Suites, 

which span the entire beam of 

both Riviera and Marina.

A stylish bar (top) and Ralph Lauren Home decor (bottom right) highlight stays in Owner’s Suites from Oceania Cruises. 

Bottom left: Immersed in the Canyon Ranch SpaClub Spa Terrace. Below: The suite’s spacious verandah. 

Oceania’s Concierge Level 

staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet staterooms (282 square feet 
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5 SUN-SOAKED ARCHIPELAGOS 

SURE TO SET OFF WANDERLUST.

Chain 
ction

Tahaa, French Polynesia 

and (opposite) minor cays 

in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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What could be better than a remote island for 

delicious disconnection? Cue an entire necklace of 

isles, to beachcomb, snorkel,  

bike, loaf around, swim, hike, and 

otherwise discover at your leisure. 

Of the myriad sun-splashed 

archipelagos around  the world, we offer five 

favorite havens for recharge, release, 

and relaxation, each with its own 

personality and vibe. No matter 

which you pick, you can’t go

wrong – archipelagos  offer  

an is  
for e one.

THIS IS 

SALT CAY.

HERE’S WEST CAY.

THIS WAY TO 

SAINT THOMAS.

BY ANISHA SHAH
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Synonymous with overwater 

bungalows, blue lagoons, 

black pearls, and happy 

honeymooners, French 

Polynesia is the height of 

far-fl ung fantasy. Sculpted 

by verdant mountains and 

lined with fragrant, fruit-laden 

trees, some 118 islands and 

atolls span fi ve archipelagos, a 

sprawling overseas collective 

of France in the South Pacifi c. 

Families can safely snorkel 

coral-fringed shallows teeming 

with colorful reef fi sh, then 

hike the islands’ lush interiors 

to hidden waterfalls and 

pools for a refreshing plunge. 

More active adventurers opt 

to scale Mont Orohena, the 

tallest summit crowning Tahiti, 

French Polynesia’s largest 

island and home to much of 

its population. 

BE THERE

Kensington Tours’ private seven-

day adventure lets you swim with 

manta rays, sip Champagne while 

practicing your conversational 

French at world-famous Bloody 

Mary’s restaurant, sail crystalline 

lagoons by catamaran, and sleep 

in overwater suites while travel-

ing among Tahiti, Moorea, and 

Bora-Bora. Departures: Any day 

through December 31, 2016; from 

$5,500 (including internal airfare).

Island dreaming with a French twist.

TIP

“Everyone should stay in an 

overwater bungalow once 

in their life, and this is the 

place to do it. Also be sure 

to visit Moorea’s Richard 

B. Gump South Pacifi c 

Research Station, where 

you can learn about how 

the islands were formed. It 

really makes you appreciate 

and better understand your 

beautiful surroundings.”

– Brigitte Feinberg, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Villanova, Pennsylvania 

Polynesian dance classes, visits to an on-site marine-research station where staff work to protect coral reefs and endangered sea 

turtles, and outrigger canoe trips to neighboring motu fi ll days at The Brando, an eco-retreat on private Tetiaroa Atoll, which once 

belonged to actor Marlon Brando. When it’s time to kick back, each of the resort’s 35 secluded villas features its own plunge pool and 

swath of beach. Villas from $2,207 (including tax); Virtuoso amenities include breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

ON THE 

COVER

Fantasy islands: Overwater bungalows 

and blue lagoons decorate Moorea and 

(below) Bora-Bora.



 � Sail in luxury on a grand scale

 � Experience the elegance of celebrated
British traditions

 � Partake in the award-winning
Cunard Insights® enrichment programme

 � Savour world-class international cuisine in
unique venues

 � Delight in Cunard’s distinctive and famous
White Star Service™

 � Enjoy a curated selection of onboard
entertainment

The Mediterranean, reserved for you.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to reserve your next voyage.

Discover a new level of luxury on the remastered
Queen Mary 2 debuting June 2016.
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U.S. residents in need of 

a quick Caribbean fi x can 

leave the passport behind

and head directly to this 

enclave of the Leeward 

Islands in the Lesser 

Antilles. Located some 

40 miles east of Puerto 

Rico, the USVI comprises 

Saint John, Saint Croix, 

and Saint Thomas, along 

with surrounding minor 

isles. Reggae beats, rum-

laced cocktails, and spiced 

meats are the fl avor any 

day of the year, which sees 

temperatures averaging 

in the mid to high 80s. 

Beyond the African-

Caribbean vibe, visitors 

can absorb the islands’ 

Danish history at sights 

such as Annaberg sugar 

plantation in Virgin Islands 

National Park, which 

covers about 60 percent 

of Saint John. 

BE THERE

Days at Saint John’s 166-room 

eco-friendly Caneel Bay Resort 

in Virgin Islands National Park 

are spent snorkeling amid coral 

reefs, catching crosswinds in 

the resort’s 50-foot sloop, or 

simply unplugging on one of 

its seven beaches. Doubles 

from $409; Virtuoso amenities 

include breakfast daily and a 

sunset cocktail cruise for two.

A 20-minute ferry ride leads to 

Saint Thomas, where the 180-

room Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas 

features four oceanfront dining 

venues and the Jean-Michel 

Cousteau Ambassadors of 

the Environment program for 

children and adults. Doubles 

from $859; Virtuoso amenities 

include breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit.

Easy-breezy beach escape fl avored with reggae and rum.

“At Caneel Bay, have your advisor book a private dinner in the sugar mill ruins and request Cottage 7, which was once 

Laurance Rockefeller’s residence. It’s very private and has amazing views. And even though Americans don’t need passports 

here, they’re required if you plan to make an excursion to the British Virgin Islands, which are only a short ferry ride away.” 

– Brian Harris, Virtuoso travel advisor, Aspen, Colorado 

TIP

Clockwise from 

top: Saint Thomas 

Harbor; island 

refreshment from 

The Ritz-Carlton, 

St. Thomas; and get 

ready to lounge at 

Caneel Bay Resort.



Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on 
the World’s Finest Small-Ship Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager 
Club amenities including an onboard cocktail reception, shore event 
or shipboard credit on select sailings.

*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in US dollars, cruise only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of $106.63 to $345.93 per 
person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2016 Seabourn.

Delight is the world

  at extraordinary savings.

AEGEAN ODYSSEY   |   from $4,999  

Round-trip Athens • 14-days  •  May 28; Jun 25; Jul 23; Aug 20; Sep 17; 

Oct 15*, 2016

GREECE & DALMATIAN DELIGHTS   |   from $2,999

Athens to Venice  •  7-days  •  Jun 11; Aug 6*; Sep 3, 2016
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TIP

“A Greek Isles cruise offers a 

wide range of diversions in 

a moderate climate. For an 

active adventure, make an 

excursion to the Santorini 

caldera: You’ll take a boat 

ride through a lagoon before 

hiking past rock formations 

and lava fragments to the 

top of the volcano. It’s a 

must-do experience!” 

– Kelli Surdell, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Novato, California

The ur-archipelago, rich in history and myth.

These are the original islands: Not only did the word “archipelago” once denote 

the Aegean Sea itself, but its waters are so startlingly blue, they have a paint color 

named after them. Straddling centuries as well as countries, this region of more than 

2,000 islands between Greece and Turkey is the birthplace of Western civilization, 

as shown by its numerous UNESCO World Heritage sites (medieval city of Rhodes, 

Corfu’s old town, the entire island of Delos). And while the archipelago’s past is ever 

present, the views of its quintessentially Aegean Blue sea from the whitewashed 

buildings and cobblestoned alleys of celebrated Santorini, Rhodes, and Mykonos 

never get old.

BE THERE

Tour legendary cities and seafaring 

towns during a 14-day Aegean voyage 

with Seabourn. Sailing round-trip 

from Athens, the 450-passenger 

Seabourn Odyssey also calls in ancient 

ports such as Kusadasi (for Ephesus), 

Istanbul, Rhodes, and Mykonos. An 

on-board casino, spa, shopping, and 

full-service salon cater to downtime 

between landings. Departures: Nu-

merous dates May 28 to October 15, 

2016; from $7,499.

Greek treats: Santorini’s picture-

perfect Imerovigli village and 

(inset) in the moment on Mykonos.
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Aloha spirit in the Paradise  
of the Pacific. 

We’re familiar with the seven inhabited isles 

of the only U.S. state in Oceania, but the 

Hawaiian archipelago actually comprises 

some 136 islands, islets, atolls, and reefs. 

Polynesian, European, and Asian influences 

commingle in Hawaii’s culture, history, and 

cuisine, while its dramatic natural features 

– from a deep, varicolored “grand canyon” 

to the world’s largest sea mountain – were 

sculpted over eons by volcanoes. Get on 

island time while learning a traditional hula 

dance, “talking story” with locals, snorkeling 

with sea turtles, or simply slurping a shave 

ice on a black-sand beach.

BE THERE

Twelve days of island-hopping with Tauck provide 

plenty of time to catch the aloha spirit. Take a guided 

outrigger canoe trip from Oahu’s Waikiki Beach, 

drink in Kauai’s Opaekaa Falls, and hike the Big 

Island’s Volcanoes National Park, which celebrates 

its centennial this year. Departures: Numerous dates 

March 8 through November 16, 2016; from $6,490 

(including internal airfare).

TIP

“For the Cadillac of luaus, 

head to Maui’s Feast at 

Lele for a five-course meal 

inspired by the Polynesian 

islands. It’s a sit-down dinner 

(no standing in a long buffet 

line), with private tables 

reserved for each party. The 

setting is spectacular, and 

every seat offers a panoramic 

view of the ocean.” 

– Teresa Nelle,  

Virtuoso travel advisor,  

Lahaina, Hawaii 

Postcards from paradise (from top): Oahu’s palm-

fringed Waikiki beach, Kauai’s Opaekaa Falls, and 

Hawaiian shave ice.



All itineraries are subject to change without notice. ©2015 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 15047922. 12/03/15.

This is exploring Dunn’s River Falls in Jamaica. Snorkeling the barrier reef in Belize. And horseback riding 

in Aruba. All while traveling on ships that are smart islands themselves. Discover the hidden gems of 

the Car ibbean with the unrivaled luxury of Royal Suite Class, offering unique onboard experiences, 

premium accommodations and round-the-clock personal service you won’t f ind anywhere else.

Come Seek the Royal Caribbean®.

Contact  your  Vir tuoso Travel  Advisor  for  more information.

T H I S  I S

N O T  T H E

C A R I B B E A N .
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Refuge of royalty – and 
Aldabra giant tortoises.

“With stunning beaches and unspoiled nature, the Seychelles are the Indian Ocean’s Garden of Eden. The cocos-de-mer (sea 

coconuts) found in Praslin’s Vallée de Mai Nature Reserve are the largest in the world, and the liqueur made out of them is 

called Coco D’Amour. It’s the perfect souvenir to help you recapture the island feeling.”

 – Marion Herrmann, Virtuoso travel advisor, Charlotte, North Carolina  VT

TIP

A warm Creole culture 

and laid-back lifestyle lure 

visitors to the Seychelles, 

long a haven for such 

A-listers as Mr. and Mrs. 

Clooney and Britain’s royal 

family. Lolling in the Indian 

Ocean off the East African 

coast, the archipelago’s 

115 clarion isles are dotted 

with translucent lagoons 

and emerald waters. Gold-

sand beaches backed by 

rain forests and waterfalls 

give the Seychelles its 

postcard image. Discover 

its fl ora and fauna at two 

UNESCO World Heritage 

sites, Praslin Island’s Vallée 

de Mai Nature Reserve and 

the Aldabra Atoll, located 

in the Seychelles’ outer 

islands and home to the 

world’s largest population 

of giant tortoises.

BE THERE

Wander Vallée de Mai’s 

primeval forests in search 

of endemic coco-de-mer 

trees, tour local markets on 

mainland Mahe, and picnic 

on traditional Creole lunches

while lounging on La Digue’s 

idyllic beaches – just a few 

highlights of a ten-day, tailor-

made tour from Cox & Kings.

Departures: Any day through 

March 31, 2017; from $4,065 

(including internal airfare).

In the flow on La Digue’s Anse 

Source d’Argent beach and (inset) 

an Aldabra giant tortoise.
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SUNNY DAYS, STARRY NIGHTS IN WESTERN CARIBBEAN

Family fun abounds on this seven-night western Caribbean voyage from Royal Caribbean®. 

Book a Junior Suite or above and receive a complimentary specialty dinner for two and one free 

spa treatment, plus Royal Suite Class amenities. Highlights include Mexico’s Mayan Ruins, 

Jamaica’s Dunn’s River Falls, and their private island paradise, Labadee®. 

Virtuoso fares from $1,569 per person. Oasis of the Seas® departs Fort Lauderdale, Florida on August 27, 

2016. Book by March 31, 2016.

AMSTERDAM AMBIENCE, WITH ROOM UPGRADE
With its location on the banks of the Amstel River in the heart of Amsterdam, it’s impossible to 

escape the city’s rich history while staying at the iconic 19th century treasure, De L’Europe. The 

river views provide a breathtaking backdrop to the award-winning Bord’Eau and Hoofdstad 

Brasserie, where wine takes center stage. To complete your Amsterdam experience, enjoy the 

traditional High Tea in the grand Promenade or indulge yourself at the luxurious spa.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities 

include a guaranteed room upgrade; breakfast daily; a $100 dining credit; and more.

COSTA RICA’S CULTURE, VOLCANOES, AND BEACHES

Beguiling in its natural beauty, Costa Rica welcomes Virtuoso travelers for seven nights of hiking 

the famous Arenal Volcano, strolling along Manuel Antonio’s white-sand beaches, and sampling 

the country’s renowned coffee. Swiss Travel Costa Rica has included luxury accommodations, 

private tours, breakfast daily, and more. 

Virtuoso rates from $999 per person, double occupancy. Book by October 31, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenity 

includes a private estate coffee tour and volcanic clay spa product.

GO TO THE FARTHEST REACHES OF YOUR IMAGINATION

Experience the serenity of Four Seasons Resort in Nevis, sister island to St. Kitts in the trade-

wind-kissed Leeward Islands. Play golf on one of the world’s most scenic courses, perfect your 

backhand at the Tennis Center, relax in the tranquillity of our spa, or spend the day basking in 

near-perfect weather on the long golden stretch of Pinney’s Beach or in a private Beach House. To 

extend your enchanting stay, let us offer you a complimentary night.

Virtuoso rates from $425 per room, per night. Available until December 16, 2016. Virtuoso amenities include a 

room upgrade, if available; $100 resort credit; breakfast; and more. 

TANZANIA SPECTACULAR SAFARI
Micato Safaris offers a new spin on the classic Tanzania safari. Journey to an exquisite Arusha

lodge, wildlife-rich Tarangire, and Serengeti National Parks, and Ngorongoro Crater. Stylish 

accommodations, including a luxury tented camp, as well as all meals and beverages, gratuities, 

and flights within Africa are included. Plus, for every safari sold, Micato sends a child to school.

Virtuoso rates from $8,000 per person. Receive a $200 per person credit to Micato’s online safari store. Book 

between February 1 - March 31, 2016. Travel must be completed by December 31, 2016. 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT CHANGING OF THE GUARDS
Top off a Royal stay in London with an exclusive peek at the Changing of the Guards at Buckingham 

Palace. NoteWorthy, London has arranged a behind-the-scenes glimpse of this renowned 

ceremony, complete with immaculately uniformed guards, precision drills, and band music. Enjoy 

tea and coffee with the director and view archival documents not on display to the general public. 

Virtuoso rates from GBP 1,500 (approx. $2,211) for up to six people. Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor 

for availability. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER     EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PROMOTION
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GRENADA
ONLY IN

Nowhere other than Moliniere Bay can divers and snorkelers 
explore the world’s first underwater sculpture park. 

O
ne of Grenada’s most popu-

lar attractions is not actu-

ally on the Caribbean island, 

but off the coast and 25 

feet below the surface. In 2006, former 

dive instructor Jason deCaires Taylor 

wanted his work to provide a benefit 

beyond its artistic existence, so he 

created dozens of concrete and rebar 

sculptures to double as artificial reefs. 

Since their installation, the pieces (in-

cluding Vicissitudes, shown here) have 

changed color and texture, thanks 

to the variety of marine life they’ve 

attracted. Other artists continue to 

contribute to the underwater gallery, 

which is populated by parrot fish, tu-

bular sponges, and fireworms, offering 

a different type of museum experience 

for adventurous art admirers.

- Amy Cassell 

DO IT Spice Island Beach Resort 

works with preferred vendors to ar-

range snorkel and dive tours to the 

underwater sculpture park. Tour  

operators pick guests up from the 

all-inclusive, 64-room resort on Grand 

Anse Beach for a cruise to Moliniere 

Bay. Dive and snorkel tours, $53 ($37 

for children under 12). Doubles from 

$1,387; Virtuoso amenities include 

a complimentary round of golf and 

couple’s massage. 

“Grenada is one of the lushest, 

most tropical places that isn’t 

too far away for U.S. travelers. 

The ‘spice island’ is the world’s 

second-largest producer of 

nutmeg, behind Indonesia. A 

trip there wouldn’t be complete 

without a visit to a nutmeg fac-

tory – an exciting way to witness 

the island’s scenery and scents.” 

– Laura Schelling, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Columbus, Georgia 

TIP
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When your bed faces a wall, the view never changes. Which is precisely 

why our beds, unlike those of our competitors, face a window.† 

Because we think letting you see the incredible views that river cruising 

is famous for, is a darn good idea. And if we put that much attention 

into a bed, imagine what we’ve done for the rest of your experience.

†64% of the Avalon Europe fl eet features beds facing the window.

TO BOOK YOUR AVALON WATERWAYS RIVER CRUISE,

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.

EUROPE. AS

SEEN
FROM AN AVALON 

STATEROOM.

EUROPE. AS SEEN 

FROM EVERYONE ELSE’S 

STATEROOM.

RECEIVE PREPAID GRATUITIES ON SELECT 
2016 EUROPE RIVER CRUISES*
*Book a select 2016 Avalon Europe river cruise through a Virtuoso Agency and get the standard prepaid cruise gratuities included 
for the full length of the cruise portion of the vacation.   Must be booked, under deposit and discount applied by December 31, 
2016 for travel at select times in 2016. Combinable with other o� ers EXCEPT Travel Agent Discounts and groups. Applies to 2016 
bookings only. Must mention code VGRAT. O� er reliant on space availability. Not applicable to groups or custom tours. Not 
applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply; see Travel Terms & Conditions 
for details. May be withdrawn at any time.



A Virtuoso travel advisor provides the value, expertise, and connections  
you expect from all of your trusted professionals. Put them to the test.  

They’ll make your next travel experience music to your ears.

We make a world of difference in the way you experience travel.

Virtuoso

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If luxury travel
were a symphony,

we’d be your 
composer.


