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WHERE WILL YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS
TAKE YOU THIS YEAR?
Just in time for the new year, here’s the latest in luxury travel
trends. From the newest cruise ships and itineraries, fantastic
hotel openings and renovations, and emerging destinations,
your Virtuoso travel advisor has terrific tips on where to go
next, making this the perfect time to update your bucket list.
They’re excited to collaborate with you on your 2014 travel
dreams. Where will yours take you next?
Whether to the far corners of the world, or somewhere closer
to home, thank you for counting on a Virtuoso travel advisor
to make the absolute most of every trip.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently have a travel advisor, but
are interested in connecting with one, please visit
www.virtuoso.com
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Editor’s Note

WHERE NEXT?

V

IRTUOSO LIFE HAS RACKED

up an impressive number of
journalism awards over the
last decade, for everything
from writing to photography, graphic
design, cover art, and overall magazine excellence. Recently we won yet
another accolade, and this latest one
happens to be the best ever bestowed
on us – the Gold Award for Best
Travel Magazine from the Society
of American Travel Writers Foundation’s Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism Competition. We took home a
bronze in this same competition several years ago, and I was thrilled to
keep company with such newsstand
publications as Travel + Leisure, AFAR,
National Geographic Traveler, and the
like. To actually now top the list of every travel magazine out there is a huge
honor, and a testament not just to the
editorial and art staffers who create
Virtuoso Life, but to the caliber of the
Virtuoso network.
People ask how our small but mighty
team does it, and part of the answer
is: They’re amazingly talented, passionate about publishing and travel and
pushing themselves to be more creative
and innovative with every issue. We
also have remarkable colleagues who
help market, sell, print, distribute, and
provide back-office support for the
magazine. But I think the distinguishing difference that elevates Virtuoso Life
above the others is the Virtuoso network

itself. After all, luxury travel is a pretty
heady niche, and we have access to an
expansive portfolio of travel providers
around the world who offer unforgettable experiences. And with 7,200 in-theknow travel advisors to turn to for advice and custom itineraries, we have an
unmatched source for travel tips, insight, and firsthand expertise.
The great thing is, you do too. Your
travel advisor has the connections and
experience to plan whatever kind of trip
you want, to wherever you want to go (as
well as ideas you might not have considered). Looking for inspiration on where
to go? Check out the new Virtuoso.com,
where you can search travel suppliers,
compare different options, and connect
with your advisor as you begin to plan
your trip. Read more on page 4.
Of course, you’ll find plenty of inspiration right here in this issue. We asked
Virtuoso advisors their picks for the
year’s emerging destinations, and highlight 14 favourites for 2014 on page 18.
We also journey through the kingdom
of Bhutan on page 32 (that’s the country’s cliffside Tiger’s Nest Monastery on
our cover).
So, where next? Life is short. Book the
trip. Live in the moment. As our cover
urges – go now.
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Virtuoso is the industry’s leading luxury travel network. This by-invitation-only
organisation comprises over 340 agencies with more than 7,200 elite travel
specialists in 20 countries in North and South America, the Caribbean, Australia, and
New Zealand, as well as over 1,700 of the world’s best travel providers and premier
destinations. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor or visit
www.virtuosolife.com. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations
contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art,
photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without
written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at
717/399-1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo,
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registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Printed in Australia at
Focus Press. EDITORIAL: VLEditors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING OFFICES: 1001 SW
Klickitat Way, Suite 105, Seattle, WA 98134; 817/334-8631. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS,
VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation,
Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 500, Fort Worth, TX 76102; www.virtuoso.com.
California CST# 2069091; TA# 808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI
# 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the
State of California. Copyright © 2014 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. All offers
and pricing are subject to change, availability, alteration, and international currency
fluctuations without notice. Offers may be withdrawn at any time. Restrictions
apply. Exchange rates are verified at press time. Virtuoso is not responsible for
errors in pricing. All prices in Exclusive Offers section are per person, based on
double occupancy, including taxes, and do not include airfare, unless stated
otherwise. Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor for details, including optional insurance
programs that are available.

Discover this land,
like never before.

Redefine extraordinary in Antelope Canyon, Arizona.

Connections

VIRTUOSO
COMMUNITY

Advisor insight and a look at the new Virtuoso.com.

VIRTUOSO.COM
Find inspiration for your next trip – and digital
editions of your favourite travel magazine.

Virtuoso travel advisor
Yvonne Verstandig hits the slopes.

ASK THE ADVISOR

I’m looking for recommendations
for a North American ski holiday.

“Telluride has some of the highest and most
diverse ski terrain in the world, as well as superb
apres-ski venues in an authentic mining town
setting. It’s considered a well-kept secret by
Tinseltown, as Telluride offers the class and
sophistication of Aspen without the scene.
Telluride folks are as down-to-earth as the West
itself. The added bonus? With 18 lifts including
7 high-speed quads, there are practically no lines.
But the unique asset of Telluride is that, unlike
at most resorts, both beginner and intermediate
trails are at the top of the mountain, including
Prospect Bowl – beautiful glade skiing with endless
undulating green and easy blue runs with lots of
variety for the entire family.”
– Yvonne Verstandig, travel advisor, Melbourne
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Ready for your next holiday or just seeking a quick weekend getaway?
Check out the newly relaunched Virtuoso.com – your first stop for top
hotels, cruises, and tour companies. A few clicks reveal a wealth of custom
travel experiences, exclusive Virtuoso perks, photos of suites and
staterooms, and even digital links to your favourite award-winning travel
magazine – Virtuoso Life.
Easy-to-use filters let you set out on broad-based exploring or quickly
zero in on options based on destination, trip date and length, travel type,
or even specific amenities. Looking for a Hawaiian resort with sitter
services and full-kitchen residences? Up pops The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua.
Perhaps an Italian retreat in Campania with bike rentals and an outdoor
pool? Benevello’s Relais Villa d’Amelia and Villa & Palazzo Aminta Hotel
Beauty & Spa in Stresa have you covered. Select them both and compare
them side by side with a single click, then connect with your travel advisor
to start planning.

STAY CONNECTED
Digital
Edition
Read the latest
issue of
Virtuoso Life
wherever you
are by visiting
www.virtuoso.com.
m.

Online

Learn more at www.virtuoso.com.
Email us at VLeditors@virtuoso.com.

COME MEET
YOUR PLANET

Introducing a new partnership for a fresh
perspective on natural history travel, creating
unforgettable adventures in magical realms!
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel "#$%&'(

WE BELIEVE THE
ROAD LESS

T R AV E L E D
I S N ’ T A RO A D
A T A L L.

!!"#$%&'(!&))*!+%!&)!
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Venice

We invite you to discover some of the most fabled destinations on Earth with some of the best fares in history. Enjoy the
luxury and beauty of a Europe, New England & Canada or South Pacific voyage. Book early to enjoy limited-time Book
Now Fares in every category, and begin a new story aboard the World’s Best.
• Book by 28 February 2014 for the best available Book Now fares
• Our fares always include: complimentary gratuities, fine wines, premium spirits, specialty dining from chefs like
Nobu Matsuhisa and so much more
• Most voyages start or end with an overnight port
2014
Date

Days

Brochure Per Person
Fares From

Book Now Per Person
Fares From

Destination

Itinerary

Ship

18 May 12

Mediterranean

Venice to Barcelona

Crystal Serenity

US$10,210

US$4,555

14 Jul 14

N. Cape & Arctic Circle

Round-trip Copenhagen

Crystal Symphony

US$16,020

US$7,130

New England & Canada

Boston to Québec

Crystal Serenity

US$9,880

US$4,445

28 Oct 15

Trans-Pacific

San Diego to Auckland

Crystal Symphony

US$9,270

US$3,520

13 Nov 11

New Zealand

Auckland to Sydney

Crystal Symphony

US$12,060

US$4,710

19 Sep
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Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Advisor to book your cruise
aboard the World’s Best and
receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyager Club amenities.

B E G I N A N E W S T O RY ™

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only
made between 4/1/2014 and 28/2/2014 and include port, security and handling charges of US$280-US$620. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or
suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club
events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be
booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete
terms and conditions of all offers. ©2014 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Los Angeles

8 | Pandas 11 | Dubai’s Top Suite 12 | Dublin 14

{ DESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE }

REPORTED BY MICHAEL FRANK, ELAINE GLUSAC, FRAN GOLDEN, AND JUSTUS JOSEPH

Lights, Camera, Action!

Bringing documentary filmmaking techniques to adventure travel, Tauck unveils a new series of Earth Journeys designed in partnership with BBC Earth, the influential producer of series such as Planet Earth. Launching this spring,
the nature-focused trips offer screenings of specially created BBC films and access to filmmakers’ tools, such as
motion-activated camera traps, thermal imaging and underwater pole cameras, night-vision goggles, and long-range
microphones. The partnership debuts with a 13-day safari seeking the “big five” in Kenya and Tanzania; other opportunities include a safari in Botswana, South Africa, and Zambia; tracking Manitoba’s polar bears; and an Antarctic
cruise. Kenya and Tanzania safari departures: Multiple dates 17 September through 20 December.
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Passport
THE LAYOVER

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The just-opened Tom Bradley International Terminal puts the L.A. in LAX,
with outlets from local chefs, brands, and retailers.

Interactive LCD towers greet travellers
at the North and South gates’ entrance.

See

Eat & Drink

More than four hours of
original videos play on
seven large-scale screens
throughout the terminal,
including the centrepiece:
22-metre-tall, four-sided
Time Tower.

Popular chef Michael
Voltaggio opened a
branch of ink.sack, his
upscale sandwich shop
that deals in carefully
sourced BLTs and banh mi.
Local chain Umami
Burger now offers breakfast burgers – topped with
eggs and bacon lardons –
to early-bird flyers.

Shop

Relax

Trendy clothing and accessories fill fun Fred Segal,
the newest branch of the
upscale Santa Monicabased fashion emporium.

First-class flyers aboard
the nine Star Alliance
airlines have access to the
new Star Alliance Lounge,
which features an outdoor
terrace with fire pits and a
water wall. www.lawa.org.

Etihad Airways sent 500 staffers to nanny school before unveiling its new Flying Nanny program on long-haul flights. Trained
in child development, these Mary Poppinses of the skies will assist in entertaining junior passengers by making sock puppets,
performing magic tricks, giving galley tours, dispensing activity kits, and more.
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FOOD & SPIRITS

Four hundred more reasons
to end up at The Balmoral.

DRAM IT

The new bar Scotch at Edinburgh’s 188-room Balmoral hotel claims the city’s largest collection
of whiskies, at some 400 varieties. Trained “whisky ambassadors” (we didn’t know it was a job
either), identified by their traditional Kinloch Anderson kilts, advise on drams and which of the three
Scottish waters on hand – from Speyside, Islay, and the Highlands – blend best. 1 Princes Street;
44-131/556-2414.

Hide and Tweet
The 740-room Arizona Biltmore opened a Prohibition-era speakeasy known as
The Mystery Room in 1929 with a spotlight mounted on the resort’s roof to scan for
Phoenix police. Now the period bar, with restored gold-leaf ceilings, Frank Lloyd
Wright’s “Biltmore Block” walls, and vintage jazz on the playlist, has been reborn as
a Sunday-only hideout. Admission requires a password, tweeted weekly: follow
@ArizonaBiltmore. 2400 E. Missouri Avenue; 602/955-6600.
A classic Mystery story at the Arizona Biltmore.

Auberge Resorts has introduced culinary events across its properties, which include the likes of Napa’s Calistoga Ranch and
South Carolina’s Inn at Palmetto Bluff. Two sunny suggestions: the weekly Mexican clambake at Cabo San Lucas’ 57-room
Esperanza, held on the resort’s private beach, and its twice-weekly tequila-tasting class.

J A N UA RY | F E B R UA RY 2 0 14
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Passport
THE STYLISH TRAVELLER

THE CASE FOR CLASS
The Chatwal, the Manhattan Theater District hotel that air-kisses the memory
of steamer-trunk glamour, has teamed up with Park Avenue luggage legend
T. Anthony. Their collaboration: a line of elegant hard-sided pieces that recalls
an era before TSA wands. We asked hotel general manager Joel Freyberg (who
dreamed up the line) about it.

This jewellery
case is the
GM’s favourite.

V Tell us about the materials.
VL:
JF: The pieces are produced by artisans in the

T. Anthony factory in Milan. The frames are
handmade from imported Finnish marine
plywood. They use three-ply canvas treated
for water and stain repellency. The solid-nickel hardware is handmade and polished to a
bright finish. Full-grain Italian leather is used
for the binding and trim. The cases are bound
using a special luggage sewing machine that
sews completely through the wooden frame.
VL: What surprised you about luggage design?
JF: How labour-intensive it is. True quality

luggage takes time to design and manufacture. It’s like a fine piece of furniture or a
fine instrument.
VL: What’s your favourite piece?
JF: The jewellery case. I love its intricate de-

tails, all of the compartments, the drawers finished so well, and the beautiful suede interior.
Chatwal Collection (yes, there’s a hat box)
available at T. Anthony, 445 Park Avenue,
New York.

TECH

APP-TITUDE
Fumbling for how to say
“I’m a vegetarian” in Turkish (or Slovak, Hungarian,
Indonesian, or one of 36
other languages)? iTranslate Voice immediately listens to any
phrase and speaks it in the language
you need. The accuracy is incredible;
we tested French, Greek, and Japanese
with fluent speakers and found the
system almost never misspoke. And
in most, but not all languages, it also
translates the phrase into text so you
can read it on-screen – ideal for loud
settings. Available for iOS and Android.

Three great translation apps, plus your need-to-know ally.
Much like iTranslate,
Google Translate has
voice-to-text and voiceto-voice options. Better
though, it’s fluent in
70-plus languages on iPhones (52
for Android phones), which makes it
useful in extreme corners of the globe
(hello, Azerbaijani, Lao, Marathi, and
Hmong – plus a few tongues most of us
haven’t even heard of). Only the Android
version uses the phone’s camera to
translate printed text, but it’s the most
accurate app we tested. Available for
iOS and Android.

We’ve yet to find the ideal
app to scan and translate
print. The leader so far:
Pixter. Snap a photo of,
say, a clearly printed
menu in one of its 32 supported languages, and it does a creditable job of
translating “tripe” or other items you’d
rather not eat or are allergic to. We’d
appreciate context-based grammar;
Pixter simply translates each word in a
sentence and doesn’t ensure the words
go well together. Regardless, it’s a handy
tool, and often, all you need. Available
for iOS only.

FAVOURITE FIND Tired of monitoring your phone for that one important message while on holiday? AwayFind forwards

e-mail from a preset list of contacts and bounces all others with your “Out of Office” message. The app can forward them as
texts or even voice mail, so you can turn off your phone’s e-mail and still stay connected with those at home or in the office.
Translation: Skip the expensive overseas data plan, and go with your provider’s cheapest SMS/voice option. AwayFind monthly
plans for iOS and Android.
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Bon Voyage

LAND HO!

A NEW CRUISE EXTENSION TO SHOUT ABOUT.

ADVENTURE
DISCOVERY

Go cuddle a panda. On two Asia sailings in April, Crystal Cruises is offering
a nearly irresistible chance to play with docile cubs at China’s Chengdu
panda research base. The five-day tour, offered on the 922-passenger
Crystal Symphony’s 14-day Hong Kong-to-Beijing sailing and its 13-day
Beijing-to-Tokyo voyage, also features a stay in Lhasa, Tibet, to visit Potala
Palace, Jokhang Temple, and more. Tibet and Chengdu extension.

In March, Silversea Expeditions’ 128passenger Silver Discoverer joins the fleet.
The all-suite vessel sails Asia-Pacific itineraries (Australia, Micronesia, Russian Far East)
with a fleet of Zodiacs, a glass-bottomed
boat for viewing reefs, snorkel and scuba
equipment, and dive masters. A teaser:
Explore Kimberley Coast and Indonesia’s
Leti Island on 11-day sailings between
Broome and Darwin. Departures: Multiple
dates 2 April through 2 May.

“We never set out to be the biggest travel company
in the world, just the best.” —George Butterfield
In 1966, Butterfield & Robinson pioneered a new way to see places like Puglia in southern Italy: biking
on quiet lanes from one great hotel to another. Today we bike and walk in style all over the planet.

PHOTO: PUGLIA BISTRO BIKING | 5 NIGHTS | US$3,995 PER PERSON

Suite Talk

THIS ISSUE: DUBAI

ULTIMATE UPGRADE

Inside our favourite splurge-worthy suites.
Among Raffles Dubai’s 252 plush rooms, six stand out as the sole occupants of the 1,997-square-metre Dubai Floor – reserve
them individually or as a single residence. Design elements such as keyhole doorways and lattice screens speak to the Persian
Gulf locale in each of the rooms, which feature spacious terraces, four-poster beds, private bars, and walk-in showers. Guests have
access to the services of a personal butler as well as to a private lounge serving complimentary breakfast, tea, and canapé-andcocktail hour daily.

Floored, or fancy-free? Dubai’s top suite and (below) a cottage at Saint Lucia’s Sugar Beach.

SINNERS
AND SAINTS
How to start 2014 off right: a
gourmet beach dinner, or keeping in shape for the swimsuit
season? Guests spending five
nights at Saint Lucia’s 78-room
Sugar Beach, A Viceroy Resort
can choose between a decadent
tasting-dinner for two or a
fitness and nutrition assessment
followed by four personal-training sessions and a massage.
12
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GAME ON

The classic hotel game room
is back at Grand Velas
Riviera Maya, updated for
twenty-first-century teens
with Xbox and PS3 devices
alongside a pool table, air
hockey, foosball, and arcade
games. For evening, the
new teen lounge morphs
into a club, complete with
a dance floor and a karaoke
machine programmed with
45,000 songs in multiple
languages. The 491-room
all-inclusive resort has carved
out a separate area for tots
and kids ages 4 to 12, stocked
with Wii games, crafts, and
projected films.

Yes
to the Dress

Two castaway St. Regis
resorts have teamed with
fashion designers to offer
wedding styles not sold
elsewhere. In Puerto Rico,
the 139-room St. Regis
Bahia Beach commissioned American Lela Rose
to create three curvehugging designs (one
shown above) exclusively
for guests, with fittings in
her New York atelier. At its
new bridal boutique, the
100-room St. Regis Bora
Bora offers dresses for
rent or purchase from Norwegian designer Cecilie
Melli, known for her classic,
romantic looks.

FIELD
TRIP
The Peninsula Hotels’
Peninsula Academy
brings new daylong
insider experiences to all
of its nine properties: The
314-room Peninsula Tokyo
introduces guests to
washi paper artist Eriko
Horiki at her Kyoto
workshop; the 239-room
Peninsula New York
brings theatre buffs
backstage for tours and
to meet Broadway actors;
and the 370-room
Peninsula Bangkok
arranges elephant-back
vineyard tours. Programs appeal to both
serious aficionados and
playful dilettantes of all
ages; for example, at the
339-room Peninsula
Chicago, girls can play
princess for a day,
complete with a hair-andmakeup session, high tea,
and a shopping spree in a
flower-trimmed, horsedrawn carriage.
Princess training, Chicago style.

J A N UA RY | F E B R UA RY 2 0 14
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City to Go

Out of

THE QUAY
A Dublin neighbourhood’s watershed
moment. BY DAVID FARLEY

favourite: riverfront Ferryman (35 Sir John Rogerson
Quay; 353-1/671-7053),
a traditional wood-clad
pub where the Guinness
seems to taste better than
elsewhere. For something
more stylish, hit the Rooftop Lounge (Grand Canal
Square; 353-1/687-5100) for
great cocktails and even better views of Dublin. Feeling
wild? Clubby quayside White
Horse Inn (1 George’s Quay;
353-1/672-7597) is the spot
to drink and dance, or, for a
quiet wine and piano bar, try
The Green Room Bar (117126 Upper Sheriff Street;
353-1/894-4888) on the
north side of the river.

SHOP Minima (Hanover
Quay; 353-1/633-7716) sells
sleek furniture and household

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMES FENNELL

GO FOR The Docklands,
a near-abandoned riverfront
warehouse district that
started attracting developers in the last decade;
soon, restaurants and
galleries began popping up.
And despite the economic
downturn, the Docklands
continues to thrive (Google
and Facebook located their
European headquarters
here, and architect Daniel
Libeskind designed its Bord
Gáis Energy Theatre) as new
establishments flick on their
lights at a quickening pace.
It’s not the Dublin of James
Joyce and Oscar Wilde,
but it’s wild in an entirely
different and fun way – a
locals’ alternative to touristy
Temple Bar.

EAT Dublin is a legendary
drinking city, but its food has
always gotten a bad rap. In
fact, it’s full of inspired pub
menus to go with all that
Guinness – in the Docklands,
in particular. Ely Gastro Bar

14

(Grand Canal Square; 3531/633-9986) offers 30-plus
craft beers for seared Irish
Sea scallops and 16-hour
roasted leg of lamb. Next door,
Herbstreet (Hanover Quay, Grand
Canal Dock; 353-1/
675-3875) serves
Irish-oak-smoked
salmon and a
praiseworthy burger
at outdoor tables
with views of the
Grand Canal. Across
the river, MV Cill
Airne (Quay 16;
353-1/817-8760),
a docked boatcum-restaurant, turns out
salads, fish-and-chips, and
steak on the upper deck. Set
in a restored brick customs
house, the Harbour Master
(Customs House Dock; 3531/670-1688) draws crowds
for smoked duck breast and
pan-fried cod.

DRINK You’re never short
a pint in the Docklands. One
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Clockwise from top:
Ely Gastro Bar and
dry-aged beef from its
farm, Samuel Beckett
Bridge, and our pick
for a pint.

goods. Head to Green on
Red Gallery (26 Lombard
Street E.; 353-1/671-3414)
for contemporary Irish and
international artists, or
tour working studios in a
converted sugar refinery at
The Design Tower (Trinity
College Centre, Grand Canal
Quay; 353-1/677-0107).

STAY Not far from the
Docklands and just across
from Trinity College, The
Westin Dublin offers a lively
social scene and 163 bright
rooms with buttoned leather
headboards. Facing the
Government Buildings, the
elegant Merrion presides in
the heart of Dublin with 142
rooms inside restored eighteenth-century town houses.
Drop by the basement Cellar
Bar for a convivial nightcap.

Interview

Why I Travel

“Live fast and travel young” fits Jennifer Cole’s family to a T.
INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

L

ike so many things in her life, Jennifer Cole, a physical therapist near Ithaca, New York, divides her travels in two. The
mother of identical twin 9-year-old girls, Abby and Katie, takes trips with the whole family and trips alone with her husband,
Steve, an electrical engineer. “It’s either bring the kids and have a blast, or do the romantic thing and sleep late and reconnect,” she says. “I absolutely love both.” Atlanta-based Virtuoso advisor Laura Allen is single-minded about creating the
best getaways at the greatest value, no matter how many Coles are travelling.

I travel to see new
horizons, try new
foods, show the girls places
they’ve only read about
in schoolbooks. I want to
meet interesting people
and experience beautiful
destinations.

Here’s another reason:
Watching the kids learn to
snorkel in the Turks and
Caicos, and the moment
they realised there were
fish like those they had
seen in Finding Nemo. That
was priceless.

Champagne and rose petals
on the bed.

Everybody deserves to
travel at their own
pace. The girls want to do a
million activities, I like to
lounge, and Steve is really
into club SCCA race-car
driving. Laura’s great about
finding a happy balance
wherever she sends us.

Don’t be fearful of the
world. If the girls learn
anything from travelling, I
hope that’s it.

canoed and paddleboated
right there. Steve didn’t know
if it would be a good family
trip, but Laura convinced us,
and she was right.

The secret to a long,
boring stretch of travel
is a combination of stuffed
animals, new boxes of
crayons, books about horses,
an iPad loaded with Minecraft
and Temple Run, and two
good sets of headphones.

Anguilla’s great for
families: serene, relaxing
– perfect. We stayed at

For romance, Miami,
definitely. The Ritz-Carlton,
South Beach has a fantastic
location and you can walk
anywhere. We stayed there
for our anniversary and
came back from dinner to

Jamaica was
memorable. Katie
swam with dolphins.
We stayed at one of
my favourite hotels
ever – Half Moon at
Montego Bay – and

Viceroy Anguilla, where
Laura got us double-upgraded to a three-bedroom
rooftop penthouse.

I hate junk, but I want
some memento of our
trips. I make mugs from the
best photographs. That way,
you get to remember your
favourite travel experiences
every morning.

Every place is on my
list, even places I’ve visited
before. I’d like to eat my way
through New Orleans and
Italy. I want to take a couplesonly trip to Bora-Bora
and Saint Lucia. It
would be fun to do a
safari in Africa with
the kids. I’d go back
to Miami and the
Turks and Caicos.
Where don’t I want
to go?

From left: Family time in
Puerto Rico and a South
Beach celebration.

WHERE NEXT?
“Laura’s planning a Vegas trip for Steve’s birthday. We’re
staying at the Mandarin Oriental and he’s doing the Dream
Racing experience at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. He’ll
drive too fast, and I’ll have fun watching him have a ball.”
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VENICE, RAVELLO, FLORENCE,
PORTOFINO, SICILY

Exceptional hotels,
breathtaking destinations
Create your own unique Grand Tour of Italy by staying at
two or more of our six iconic hotels.
Enjoy unrivalled service, local expertise and activities such as
excursions by vintage Fiat 500, private access to cultural venues
and exclusive cooking classes.
Our Grand Tour of Italy is just one of the many great travel
experiences by Orient-Express Ltd. worldwide.

For more information please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

WHERE NOW

Arrivederci, Italy.

The word is out: Beachgoers, history buffs, and gourmets looking
for alternatives to Italy’s pricier destinations are loving the Istrian peninsula,
aka Croatian Tuscany. “Two of my favourite
spots are the impressive Roman amphitheatre
in Pula and the former Parenzana Railway
that’s been turned into a biking and hiking
trail from Trieste, Italy, to Poreč,” says travel
advisor Laura Kaufman of New York City.

The pretty, medieval walled city of Rovinj,
with its marble-lined pedestrian avenues and
the baroque Basilica of Saint Euphemia at its
crown, is a destination in its own right as well
as a jumping-off point for many neighbouring
villages. And winetasting in the surrounding
hills is becoming more popular as the local
malvazija grape, a dry white varietal related to
malvasia, continues to push Croatian wines
onto the world map.

Rovinj’s Saint Euphemia Cathedral from the water.
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!
Istria,
CROATIA

RAUL BELINCHON/GALLERY STOCK

VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS PICK THE DESTINATIONS –
PLUS ONE TRULY OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD-EXPERIENCE – THAT
WILL DEFINE THE YEAR AHEAD. BY AARON GULLEY
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"
Valparaíso,
CHILE

“Only 90
minutes
away from
Santiago,
Valparaíso
As cool as the capital,
has
underbut not nearly
gone
an exas hectic.
tensive urban
renewal while still
maintaining its bohemian
vibe. If anything, it’s become even cooler,” says
NYC-based travel advisor Cindy Goldberger.
The city’s colonial facades have been painted
in brightly coloured hues, its Museo de Bellas
Artes has reopened after an 11-year hiatus, new
eateries and quaint boutique hotels have taken
over revitalised buildings, and the nightlife
often buzzes well into the wee hours. This port
city is one of a handful of stops on independent
itineraries from Lakani World Tours.
From top: Colourful Valparaíso and carefree San Juan del Sur.
Opposite: It’s curtains up for Cuba’s Gran Teatro de La Habana.

#
San Juan
del Sur,
NICARAGUA
Nicaragua
packs all
the chilledout vibes, bizarre
animal life (such as
tapirs, those cow-size mammals
that look like a cross between an
anteater and a hippo), beaches,
and cloud forests of Costa Rica.
That’s why many are calling the
country – and especially its
southwestern coastline – ecotravel’s next frontier. “You can’t
beat the laid-back atmosphere of
the small fishing village of San Juan
del Sur,” says travel advisor Rebecca
Lane of Savannah, Georgia. “It’s
just as good for beach bums as for
expert surfers.” Eco-resorts such
as Mukul are popping up in the
region, and tour options are on
the rise through the likes of Ladatco
Tours, Rico Tours, and International
Expeditions, which all customise
trips to this quiet corner and
throughout the country.
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(NICARAGUA) INTERSECTION PHOTOS, (VALPARAÍSO) B’ROB/GETTY IMAGES,
(CIGAR) NIGEL JAMES/ALAMY, (HAVANA) MARKUS HENTTONEN/CULTURA/CORBIS

Costa Rica,
minus the crowds.

WHERE NOW

"
Havana,
CUBA

Sip Hemingway
daiquiris at
El Floridita.

“Cuba is a time capsule –
for now,” says Fort Worth,
Texas-based travel advisor
Dawn D. Campbell. “The
decision to go within the next
few years will likely determine
whether you get an authentic
experience or not.”

NEW
TRIP

Experience the capital
like a local during
encounters with jazz musicians, painters, organic
farmers, and ballet performers.
Latour’s nine-day itinerary
provides more face time
outside the city, including
tango lessons in the town of
Trinidad, rolling tips at a cigar
factory, and a trip to Hemingway’s winter home in San
Francisco de Paula, complete
with his 9,000-volume library.

Legendary
gendary smoke:
Learn to
roll your own
in Cuba.
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"
Galápagos,
ECUADOR

Because Darwin never
had it so good.

“There are new luxury lodges on
the islands, but I would only suggest land itineraries as a pre- or
post-experience to some of the
great new cruises,” says Naples,
Florida-based travel advisor
Cassie McMillion. One option
immediately stands out: Silversea has just brought into service
the refurbished Silver Galápagos,
which alternates between two
weeklong itineraries throughout
the year. Like all Silversea ships,
the 100-passenger cruiser offers
white-linen service, which is almost as rare on eco-adventures
as the blue-footed boobies and
white-cheeked pintail ducks you
come all this way to see.
Silversea’s eight-day
western Galápagos
itinerary starts and finishes on
Baltra Island, tracing a rough
loop through the isles of
Bartolomé, Isabela, Floreana,
San Cristóbal, and Santa Cruz.
Highlights include swimming
with sea lions and manta rays,
traipsing over lava fields, and
a stop at Floreana’s Post Office
Bay, where travellers have been
leaving letters for pickup by
the next ship since the eighteenth century. Departures:
Multiple dates 11 January
through 27 December.
Exploring lava flows on Sullivan Bay.
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NEW
TRIP

WHERE NOW

(SUN BURST) COURTESY OF NASA,
(GALáPAGOS) FRANS LANTING/GALLERY STOCKS

!
SUBORBITAL
TAL
SPACEE

The most sought-after seat for
2014 isn’t at the World Cup or
Winter Olympics. It’s on Virgin
Galactic’s SpaceShipTwo. Richard
Branson’s futuristic transportation
project is on track to begin the first-ever
commercial suborbital space flights this August. An
overview: The mother ship, dual-hulled WhiteKnightTwo, will ferry the six-passenger spacecraft to
15,240 metres before releasing it to fire its rocket

The ultimate holiday
liday
snapshot.

motor
mot and blast to the rim of space at speeds
app
approaching
4,023 kilometres per hour. Passengers,
who will complete g-force training for the trip, will
then experience about five minutes of weightlessness and the view of a glowing planet Earth against
the backdrop of space some 109,728 metres up. Just
don’t forget to charge your camera batteries before
blastoff. Virtuoso has accredited space agents in
Australia and New Zealand available for arranging
Virgin Galactic flights.

Rise above: This year, space tourism takes off.
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BHUTAN
Find your
happy place.

“It might sound trite to talk about Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness, but it’s very real,”
says travel advisor John Rios of Atlanta, Georgia. “The landscape is serene, the air is filled with
prayers, and happiness really is everywhere.” We could go on, but turn to page 32 for contributing
writer Kim Brown Seely’s firsthand report. – The Editors

Fishing boats at anchor in Vietnam’s Vinh Hy Bay and (right) diamond-encrusted Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, Myanmar.

Though each
country could
independently
keep you busy
Beaches to give
for a lifetime,
Phuket an R-rated
travellers
often
pronunciation.
make this a twofer,
and there’s always a
new take on the classic spots.
“Try a nighttime tour of Hanoi on a Vespa,”
suggests travel advisor Christine Collins Bolus of
Louisville, Kentucky. “But don’t even think about
driving yourself.”
For 2014, it’s a pair of beach resorts that have
caught our eye. In Vietnam, Aman Resorts recently
launched 31-room Amanoi on a hilly, isolated stretch
on Vinh Hy Bay. South of the Thai border on Cambodia’s undeveloped Koh Kong coastline, the country’s first private-island resort, 27-bungalow Song
Saa, threatens to steal its neighbour’s glory.
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!
MYANMAR

As Myanmar gains in popularity, its
tourist circuit is becoming fairly established: Yangon, Bagan, Mandalay,
Cruise off the
Inle Lake. Orient-Express’ recently
standard tour.
launched riverboat Orcaella offers
more. The 50-passenger vessel (with a
pool) joins the company’s 82-passenger
Road to Mandalay for a lineup of 4- to 12-day sailings in the country
year-round.
“Every river cruise company out there is going to launch a boat on
the Irrawaddy in the next 18 months, and it will change the experience
drastically,” says Sydney, Australia-based travel advisor Ariana Wong.
“Best to go now.”

NEW
TRIP

Three times this year, the Orcaella’s 12-day itinerary starts
and ends with visits to historic Mandalay and Bagan’s
countless temples – both mandatory visits for any traveller. But it also
drifts down the Irrawaddy River’s low mountain ranges and narrow
gorges and past riverside temples, with stops in villages that seldom
see outsiders. Departures: 3 February, 10 March, and 17 November.

(VIETNAM) OLGA KHOROSHUNOVA/ALAMY
(MYANMAR) JEN JUDGE, (SRI LANKA) HUGH SITTON/CORBIS

!
VIETNAM &
CAMBODIA

WHERE NOW
"
SRI LANKA
The unexpected
island getaway.

“Sri Lanka is rebounding
with a resounding ‘bang!’ ”
says travel advisor Charles
Wolfe of Naples, Florida.
Nearly a decade after the
2004 tsunami and a civil
war that ended in 2009,
the country has seen a
major reinvestment and
rapid infrastructure
improvements. “Getting
around is still at a slower
pace, which is part of the
beauty of the place. It’s
important to visit now
before that charm is lost.”

NEW
TRIP

This year, Absolute
Travel offers a
longer itinerary to show
just how much diversity
exists in Sri Lanka. A few
highlights of the 20-day
adventure: an oxcart-byboat-by-tractor safari
between two villages that
culminates in a hearthcooked lunch and tour of
fifth-century fortress
Sigiriya; Uda Walawe
National Park’s massive
elephant herd; hiking,
biking, and learning to
pluck and brew Ceylon tea
during a tea estate stay;
and Amanwella’s crescent
beach in Tangalle, which
just might be the most
beautiful stretch of sand
in a country full of them.
Departures: Any day
through 2014.

Sri Lanka, at ease: Gal Viharaya,
a twelfth-century carving in the
ancient city of Polonnaruwa.
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Riads on a roll.

Morocco’s perennial favourite city is undergoing an architectural and real estate revival.
New stylish hotels are flourishing, and investors have snapped up moldering riads – walled-off
homes that hide gardens within – and transformed them into boutique accommodation and restaurants.
“Seeing this fabled city through an architectural lens enhances its beauty,” says Cincinnati, Ohio-based travel advisor
Louisa Gehring. “One of the most memorable experiences is to visit the late Yves Saint Laurent’s gardens with its
chief designer.” Your travel advisor can arrange the exclusive tour, along with visits to spice souks and other experiences
in the city, through Heritage Tours.

26

V I RT U O S O L I F E | w w w.v i r t u o s o.c o m

(SPICES) TIM E WHITE/GALLERY STOCK,
(CAPE TOWN) JOEL MICAH MILLER/GALLERY STOCK

!
Marrakech,
MOROCCO

WHERE NOW
$
Cape Town,
SOUTH AFRICA

The International Council
of Societies of Industrial
Design tapped Cape Town
as 2014’s World Design
Capital. The award recogThe Mother City
nises Cape Town’s constant
gussies up.
push to reimagine itself,
with hip urban development
plans and everything from hiking
and surfing to world-class wineries
within 20 minutes of the city centre. “Wale
Street, in particular, is an up-and-coming

renaissance area with bright, cheery colours
reminiscent of Amsterdam and lots of cafés
and restaurants,” says travel advisor Adrienne
Sasson of Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. Projects
like the Taj Cape Town, a US$50 million
renovation of the original South African
Reserve Bank, helped the city win the commendation. The 176-room hotel’s new Mandela
Trail walking tour, which takes visitors to sites
that were formative to South Africa’s beloved
president, aims to get more travellers out exploring the city.

Core revival: Downtown Cape Town and (left) Marrakech’s souks and riads are having their moment.
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WHERE NOW
$
Okavango
Delta,
BOTSWANA

Late last year, this
southern African
nation made the
tough decision to
Support Africa’s
abolish legal game
new wave in
hunting on its
conservation.
concessions. It’s a
controversial move:
Hunting animals, including “big
five” species such as lions and elephants, accounted for US$40 million in 2012 – much of which went

to conservation. Choosing Botswana for your next
safari helps make up lost revenue and ensures that
the only shots fired from here forward are with
cameras. But this isn’t a charity call: Botswana’s
Okavango Delta is home to some of the continent’s
highest densities of animals, as well as arguably its
most intimate, well-appointed lodges, including
new luxe spots such as Savute Elephant Camp.
African Travel Inc., Micato Safaris, and Natural
Habitat Adventures offer set departures and
custom trips.

FRANS LANTING/GALLERY STOCKS

Dawn patrol in Botswana.
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S I LV ERS E A’S

M EDITER R AN EAN
I N LUXU R I O US ST YLE

EXPLO R E TH E J E W ELS O F TH E M ED ITER R AN EAN
ABOA R D O U R LUXU R I O US A N D I NTI M AT E S H I PS
Easily navigating the tiny islands, we will transport you to the places you’ve
dreamed of. And thanks to our Italian heritage we can show you these lands as
only an insider can.
Do you prefer a longer voyage? Silversea offers an Extended Voyage Saving and
has created many back-to-back voyages with seldom repeated ports. Select from
Mediterranean voyages of 7–14 days from March to November 2014.
Silver Privilege Fares from us$3,150 per person.

Fares are cruise-only, quoted in US dollars, per person, double occupancy, are correct at time of going to print and may
rise as the sailing date approaches. Terms & Conditions apply.

A WO R LD O F I N CLUS I O N S
• Intimate ships from 296 to 540 guests
• All ocean-view suites, over 85%
with private verandas
• Butler service for every guest
• Complimentary wine, Champagne
and spirits
• In-suite bar with your beverage choices
• Open-seating restaurant with menu
selections by Relais & Châteaux
• A choice of speciality restaurants
• Included gratuities

VIRTUOSO VOYAGER CLUB SAILINGS
DALMATIAN COAST & BLACK SEA – SILVER SPIRIT

For more information or a copy

11 July 2014, 17 days, Venice to Istanbul. Fares from us$8,359pp.

of our 2014 Mediterranean
brochure, please contact your

THE BEST OF THE MED – SILVER WIND !

22 July 2014, 18 days, Barcelona to Venice. Fares from us$8,242pp.
FRENCH RIVIERA – SILVER CLOUD

26 September 2014, 7 days, Monte Carlo to Rome.
Fares from us$3,550pp.

! Venetian Society guests enjoy a 5% additional benefit.

Virtuoso Travel Specialist.

A visitor at Taktsang (aka Tiger’s Nest)
Monastery. Opposite: A dramyin (lute).
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IN THIS STORIED KINGDOM SECRETED
BEHIND HIMALAYAN PEAKS,
TRAVELLERS FIND SERPENTINE
MOUNTAIN ROADS, ANCIENT
BUDDHIST TRADITIONS, CRIMSON
ROBED MONKS, AND, YES, RACK OF
LAMB WITH ARUGULA FOR DINNER.

BY KIM BROWN SEELY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI
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Schoolchildren in Bhutanese
national dress outside Paro.

YOU BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION?”

“I’m not sure,” I say.
“The Bhutanese people, we believe
in reincarnation,” Wangchuk, our
25-year-old Bhutanese guide, says
firmly. A few minutes later he turns
from the passenger seat and cocks his
head: “Are you afraid of death?”
I glance out the car window. Bhutan
is all mountains and curves and cliffs
here, no guardrail. But that’s not why
he’s asking. During the long car rides
that punctuate our ten-day trip, there
is time to talk. And because we’re travelling in the world’s last independent
Himalayan Buddhist kingdom, visiting
ancient monasteries and cresting prayer
flag-strung passes at heights that feel
as close to heaven as you can get on
earth, much of that talk leans toward the
metaphysical.
“Me, I’m not afraid of death,” Wangchuk says thoughtfully.
My travelling companions, Virtuoso
Life photographer Kevin Miyazaki and
my childhood friend, sculptor Elizabeth
Turk, and I finally decide we’re more
afraid of aging than death. Or worse –
Beth and I exchange worried glances –
aging ungracefully. But our worst fears
are Western fears, a luxury in a land as
remote as this.
The conversation, like many we have
during this Travcoa-operated trip,
stays with me. Located in the eastern
Himalayas, Bhutan is a tiny country
wedged between two behemoths (India
and China), with a population of just
under 750,000 people. This strikingly
beautiful place was, until relatively recently, one of the world’s least accessible nations. It had no roads, phones,
hospitals, or schools other than monasteries until the 1960s; and once you experience its geography, tucked behind
an infinity of mountains, you understand why.
After decades as an absolute monarchy, ruled for the last 100 years by the
Wangchuck dynasty (no relation to our
guide Wangchuk), Bhutan is transitioning
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to democracy. It became a constitutional monarchy in 2008 and held its second national elections last year. At the
same time, the country is modernising
slowly, taking immense care to preserve
its environment and culture. All of this
makes it a fascinating place to visit, one
of those last remaining deeply authentic
corners of the world.
You might be wondering, as I was:
Does “authentic” in this case include
nice hotels? And what about the food,
rumoured to lean heavily toward yak
cheese and spicy peppers? Not to
mention the long drives and the altitude. Authenticity, I think we can all
agree, has its limits. Bhutan, however,
has made a concerted effort to focus
its small but growing tourism industry on high-end, low-impact travel.
This means you’ll find lovely places to
stay – and far more on the menu than
yak products.
“From the beginning we were
conscious of the fact that Bhutan can

never be a mass tourism destination given the lack of adequate infrastructure,”
says Thuji Dorji Nadik, the Tourism
Council of Bhutan’s acting managing
director. “The fragile Himalayan ecosystem was also a major consideration.
Therefore, the principle of ‘high-value,
low-volume’ tourism was adopted.”
The idea is to attract discerning
visitors and have them pay more – which
benefits Bhutan’s developing economy
without trampling its environment and
culture. You must travel with a licensed
Bhutanese tour operator (or one of their
international partners) and book a daily
package, which includes your hotel,
food, guide, driver, and a royalty fee
used to to bolster the country’s social
development and infrastructure. One
of the U.S. companies offering highend Bhutan trips, Travcoa refines
the experience with nine nights at
Amankora, the exquisite collection
of mountain lodges Amanresorts has
opened in the country.

AS WE STEP OUT OF THE VAN THAT

A temple on the Pachu River between
Paro and Thimphu. Above: The main lodge
and (right) a room at Amankora Thimphu.

first day onto a path of perfectly swept
pine needles leading to the hushed lobby
of Amankora Gangtey, then sip ginger
tea while gazing out at a bucolic scene, we
toast one another’s well-being and, well,
happiness – another idea that pops up
again and again in Bhutan. It isn’t hard
to be happy in our spacious suites, with
their wood-framed window seats, sumptuous views, and freestanding soaking
tubs; or at the dinner table, deciding between an eight-course Bhutanese menu
or a rack of lamb and arugula salad. But
what about the Bhutanese people, I wonder. How happy are they?
Moments before landing at Bhutan’s Paro Airport on Drukair, wooden flute Muzak fills the cabin and
you fill out an immigration card
that reads: “Bhutan: Happiness is a
Place.” Beginning in 1971, the country
famously rejected GDP as the only way
to value progress. Instead, it championed holistic development, measuring prosperity through Gross National
Happiness (GNH). A GNH “index”
tracks indicators, such as psychological
well-being, health, education, time use,
and cultural diversity. Although the
U.N. adopted a resolution to put happiness on the global agenda in 2012, the
model is coming under increasing criticism inside the country. In last year’s
elections the opposition party upset the
ruling party, challenging the concept of
GNH. Bhutan’s new prime minister has
shifted focus away from GNH and toward reducing debt and unemployment.
“HIKING HERE MAKES ME HAPPY. I

can’t describe it – it just makes me feel
lighter,” Wangchuk says. He’s sporting
his usual outfit: a crisp gho (robe), knee
socks, and dress shoes, offset by blackframed glasses and a hipster haircut.
(Women wear a kira, a brightly patterned, ankle-length dress.) As he leads
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Living-colour culture: Young monks at the
Gangtey Monastery and (right) prayer flags in a
pass between Gangtey and Bumthang.

the three of us along an ancient footpath
through the Phobjikha Valley, he doesn’t
have to describe it. We feel it: the healthy
blue pine forest; the landscape, gentle
underfoot; in the distance, mountains
rising in all directions. Our path follows
a ridge wrapped in short gold-brown
grass, the weather is ideal, and the view,
heightened by high-altitude light, is of a
valley renowned as the winter home of
the rare black-necked crane.
Beyond its simple beauty, the valley is
even more remarkable for having only recently allowed in electricity. That’s right:
Local elders voted against electricity –
today, 39 percent of the country’s population still has none – fearing it would
interrupt the annual black-necked crane
migration. But now the wood-shuttered,
two- and three-story farmhouses here,
all built in traditional fourteenth-century style, sport solar panels and satellite
dishes alongside prayer flags.
It’s these visible changes – and the
delicate balance of old ways and new –
that makes Bhutan so interesting. When
we tour the Gangtey Monastery, a six-
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teenth-century temple perched above
the valley, young monks in scarlet robes
horse around the courtyard as they have
for centuries, while a gray-haired woman
prostrates herself at the entrance. Between each prostration she draws her
arms wide, like she’s gathering up the
air, raises them to her head, then presses
them to her heart.
“She’s collecting all sentient beings
who are suffering in the world – all human beings, animals, insects,” Wangchuk explains, “then praying for the
past” (hands above head), “praying
for the present” (hands at head), “and
praying for the future” (hands at heart).
In the clean, clear sky above the monastery, a dozen cranes spiral overhead like
black kites against dazzling blue. The
Bhutanese believe that the arrival and
circling of the cranes each year provides
a special blessing. “They go up and circle
three times. Always three times,” Wangchuk says softly. “I wouldn’t believe it
unless I’d seen it with my own eyes.”
I believe it, standing here where the
rhythm of the modern world feels far

away and the pulse of all sentient beings
feels near. We enter the main gompa
(temple), follow Wangchuk up a series
of steep ladders, and enter a small altar
room. Once our eyes adjust to the dim
light, we can make out walls covered
with frescoes of lively deities and a floor
lined with Bhutanese drums and ancient trumpets, each fashioned from a
human leg bone. On the altar before us,
butter lamps burn and bowls of holy water beckon.
We’re absorbing all this when young
monks begin streaming in and taking
up drums and trumpets. Once they
start what sounds like Buddhist band
practice, Wangchuk motions for us to
bow out.
“There was a moment up there when
time stopped,” Beth whispers when we
reach the courtyard.
Suddenly we’re all speaking softly.
Maybe it’s the Bhutanese people, their
straightforward gentleness and pride,
or the silence of the spaces – inside and
out – but it makes you feel quiet and
careful, like you’ve been handed a fragile treasure. Travelling in Bhutan, we
notice, can have a little of the quality of
stepping into a chapel. All is not perfect:
There is high youth unemployment,
poverty, corruption, a sobering lack of
infrastructure. But it’s hard not to feel
reverential when you witness a tiny
country holding tight to its traditions as
the outside world closes in.
BACK ON THE ROAD TO BUMTHANG,

the easternmost point of our pilgrimage, our driver, Ugyen, follows the
winding curves. We descend through
forests of hemlock, native oak, and
spruce; we see our first rhododendrons,
deep-red blooms on plants tall as trees.
We slow down for five furry yaks stuck
in the road; we stare at them and they
stare at us, profoundly confused. We

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

Motion to impress: A classical dance
performance at Amankora Thimphu.
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PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

Clockwise from top left:
Darts, the national pastime;
a merchant at at the top of
a mountain pass; a button
portrait of Bhutan’s king
and queen; textiles for sale
at a roadside stand; typical
Bhutanese food at Amankora Gangtey; guide Sonam
Wangchuk; yaks on the
road; and the long-hauler,
Bhutanese-style.
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(MAP) JAMES NOEL SMITH

pass road signs that read: “Mountains
Are Pleasing Only if You Drive Slowly.”
And simply, “THANKS.”
At a viewpoint near Trongsa, in the
centre of the country, we also see our
first foreigners. In four days! A young
Western couple leap out of a jeep. They
might as well be Martians. None of us can
think of a single other place we’ve travelled – and we’re a well-travelled bunch –
where we’ve encountered so few tourists
(aside from the handful staying at our
hotels, whom we see repeatedly).
As we travel farther east, each valley feels more silent and enclosed
than the last. In Bumthang, which is
full of temples, my room overlooks a
stone courtyard that opens onto the
royal family’s former palace, used
until 1954. The air smells of pine
needles and wood smoke. At the eighthcentury Jambay Temple, one of the
country’s holiest spots (where Guru
Rimpoché, the eighth-century tantric
master, is thought to have first brought
Buddhism to Bhutan), we join a parade
of elderly Bhutanese circumnavigating
the courtyard in a slow, hunched walking meditation. It’s lovely: the rhythm
and turn of prayer wheels, the chirp
of birds, the flap of prayer flags in the
breeze. We spin the prayer wheels,
send out our silent petitions, glance at
the weathered faces as we pass, and exchange shy grins that seem to say, it’s a
stunning day to be alive, isn’t it?
After a 12-hour drive back to Thimphu,
Bhutan’s capital, I meet Sureg Loja, a
Bhutanese trekking guide who now runs
a boutique travel agency, for coffee. Loja,
dressed in jeans and a California surf
T-shirt, acknowledges that change is
coming fast. Television was only allowed
into Bhutan in 1999, and today Bhutan
Telecom has 110,000 mobile Internet
subscribers. There isn’t a single stoplight
in the country, and the tallest building
is six stories, but it’s all relative. “Forty
or fifty years ago, people were still on
horseback,” he points out. “We lived a
very basic, medieval existence.” Now,
schools, roads, and electricity are the
country’s top infrastructure priorities.
AN HOUR PAST THIMPHU A TRAIL

leads up through pine forest to Taktsang Monastery, more commonly
known as Tiger’s Nest, Bhutan’s most
famous landmark. The valley is thick

IT’S HARD NOT TO FEEL REVERENTIAL
WHEN YOU WITNESS A TINY COUNTRY
HOLDING TIGHT TO ITS TRADITIONS
AS THE OUTSIDE WORLD CLOSES IN.
with fog when we arrive, but the next
morning the view is revealed: jagged
snowcapped peaks against bright blue
sky and visibility so sharp it’s like seeing
the Himalayas in high-def. Most astonishing of all, though, is Tiger’s Nest – it
looks like it’s glued to the cliff face.
At the trailhead we encounter more
tourists in five minutes than we’ve seen
all week. Beth and I start walking. We
pass each of the other hiking parties
until none are left and we’re the only
ones on the trail. As we climb higher we
shed our down jackets and stop to spin a
series of prayer wheels. Signs along the
trail proclaim: “Green Is Gold, Let Us
Preserve It!” and, “Remember, Nature
Is the Source of All Happiness!”
An hour farther we round the corner
to face an icy black gorge filled with the
sound of rushing water. There, clinging
to the cliffs, is Tiger’s Nest. We cross a

hanging bridge strung with prayer flags.
The sound of horns floats down from
above. A procession of monks appears,
descending from Tiger’s Nest straight
toward us. Beth and I get separated in
the commotion, so I enter the monastery and step out to where a walkway
cantilevers over the cliffs. Monks gather on it, blowing trumpets and waving
white scarves over the railing toward
the distant snow peaks and the heavens.
I am an outsider – the only one. I
press myself back against a cold stone
wall, transfixed: the horns, the monks,
the scarves.
Then, without warning – even though
the early-spring sun is shining – it begins to snow. Tiny, auspicious-seeming
flakes float down. The monks waving their white prayer flags grin. And I
smile back: Happiness is not only being,
I think, but being here.
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Road less travelled: Bhutan’s
main highway crosses the country
from east to west.

HIMALAYAN HIGH LIFE
How to see the Land of the Thunder Dragon.

DOING IT Travcoa’s roster of
Bhutan journeys is deep –
and so is the company’s
history, as it marks its 60th
anniversary this year.
Travellers can choose from
any of six Bhutan trips,
ranging from shorter
small-group excursions to
longer private overviews of
Bhutan, Nepal, and Tibet.
Virtuoso travel advisors’
relationships with Travcoa
make planning all the easier.
STAY Amankora is not one,
but a collection of five small
lodges scattered throughout
Bhutan in Paro, Thimphu,
Punakha, Gangtey, and
Bumthang – all with Aman’s
signature restrained opulence.
(Many of the high-end tours

40

use Amankora’s lodges.) This
February, Amankora is hosting
a ten-day photographic tour
led by renowned photographer
Basil Pao.
Uma by COMO operates two
properties in Bhutan, one in
Paro and one at the western
end of the Punakha Valley. The
lodges strike a balance
between cosy and classy with
white fabrics, warm wood
elements, and Buddhist-style
frescoes. Like Amankora, the
Uma properties offer multiday
tours with guides and
activities, as well as special
events such as a five-night,
yoga-focused retreat at the
Paro property.
LOGISTICS There’s a
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common misconception that
Bhutan has a tourism quota,
but that was never the case.
Until 1974, the only foreigners
allowed into the country were
guests of the royal family. But
that year, as part of a
modernisation program, King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck
began permitting carefully
controlled tourism. Now
visitors from all nations
(except India, Bangladesh,
and the Maldives) must
obtain a visa and spend a
minimum of US$200 per
person, per day (low season)
or US$250 per person, per
day (high season) toward
accommodation and other
travel expenses, US$65 of
which goes to the government. You must travel through

a registered Bhutanese tour
operator. While the tourism
department points out that
visitors don’t have to be
accompanied by guides at all
times, a great guide adds
immeasurable depth to
the experience.
The only flights into Bhutan
used to be via the national carrier, Drukair (there are two
entry points for tourists
arriving by road). Bhutan’s
first private airline, Tashi Air,
began service just last year.
These airlines offer direct
flights from Bangkok, Delhi,
Singapore, and other major
cities in the area. (Landing at
Paro Airport is thrilling. Sit on
the left side of the plane for
the best views of Mount
Everest.)

8 MORE WAYS TO GO
6

7

8

Absolute
Travel’s
11-day
private tour.

2

Artisans of
Leisure’s
seven-day
private,
customisable
trip.

3

Eight-day
Backroads
group biking
and hiking
adventure.

4

Ten-day
private Butterfield &
Robinson trip.

Greaves
Tours’ 14-day
private trip
to Bhutan and
Nepal.

Remote
Lands’ 14-day
in-depth
private
exploration.

Nomadic
Expeditions’
11-day private
journey.

Spotting rhinos, leopards,
and maybe
Bengal
tigers on an
elephant-back
safari in Nepal’s Chitwan
National Park.

Spend a
night in a
monastery
in Bumthang
and meet the
royal family’s
embroiderer
in Thimphu.

Tailor the trip
with your own
additions –
private archery lessons
or a meeting
with an
astrologer,
for instance.

Visits to outof-the-way
monasteries
and Backroads’ local
guide, a former National
Assembly
member.

Hike through
the forest to
the Tashigang
Monastery for
a private puja
ceremony
with the
lama and his
students.

An earlymorning flight
past Mount
Everest – and
the contrast
of Buddhist
(Bhutan) and
Hindu (Nepal)
cultures.

Meet with
members
of parliament or even
the former
Bhutanese
ambassador
to the United
Nations.

Share a
home-cooked
lunch with
a farming
family in the
country –
and add rafting, kayaking,
or mountainbiking
excursions.

15 February
through 10
November.

Through 2014. Through 2014. March, April,
September,
and November.

March
through May
or October
through
December.

Through 2014. Any day
through 2014.

Any day
through 2014.
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HIGHLIGHT

BASICS

1

DETAILS

5

Abercrombie & Kent’s
13-day
group tour in
Bhutan and
Nepal, with an
optional four
days in Lhasa.

S A V I N G S O F U P T O 5 0 % or more on Europe 2014
CRUISE
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DATES

SHIP

FARES*

10-Day Mediterranean Isles
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23* May, 22 Jun, 22 Jul , 21 Aug,
20 Sep 2014
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Athens to Istanbul
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Seabourn Odyssey

$4,299

7-Day Greece & Dalmatian Delights

Athens to Venice

14* Jun, 12 Jul, 16 Aug ,
20 Sep 2014

Seabourn Odyssey

$4,299

7-Day Baltic & St. Petersburg

Stockholm to Copenhagen

25* May, 22 Jun, 6 Jul 2014

Seabourn Quest

$4,499

14-Day Majestic Fjords & North Cape

Roundtrip Copenhagen

1* Jun, 13 Jul 2014

Seabourn Quest

$8,599
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ADDRESSED

LISA LINDER

Heading to BEIJING, LONDON, NEW YORK, or MIAMI? We have
the hotels that will put them on your list – plus reasons to add
Courchevel, Venice, and Florence too. BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE

Live birds
at Rosewood London.
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THE BELLE EPOQUE MAKEOVER
ROSEWOOD LONDON, ENGLAND
Located in a 1914 Edwardian landmark,
Rosewood’s debut European property
makes a memorable first impression,
with a grand courtyard entry, a front
door modelled after the Prime Minister’s at 10 Downing Street, and a marble
staircase ascending seven stories toward a 51-metre cupola.
CHECK IN FOR: “Here
are three reasons I’ll be
telling my clients to stay
at the Rosewood,” says
Greenwich, Connecticutbased Virtuoso travel
advisor Tom Mullen:
“A guaranteed room on
arrival – no more waiting
around until 3 PM checkin; a central location,
five minutes’ walk from
Covent Garden and 10 to
15 minutes from the London Eye, Big Ben, and St.
Paul’s Cathedral; and, for
families booking a suite,
the option of a second
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room for 50 percent off.”
Here are two more: Sense
Spa (complete with wood
bridges traversing a
stream), and that British
attention to detail, which
shows throughout the
306 guest rooms with
elegant touches such as
local Czech & Speake
toiletries and Alpaca
silver basins in the bathrooms, and quotes from
Shakespeare’s sonnets
and Charles Dickens’
Great Expectations engraved on TV stands’
crystal glass.

Ten minutes’
walk from the
London Eye.

BRITISH CHARM: Fireside cocktails at the bar and Rosewood’s
doorman. Opposite (clockwise from left): High tea in the Mirror
Room, the lobby’s rose-bronze entrance, the Chancery House Suite
living room, and Bubble and Shrubs – a gin and elderflower treat
topped with Champagne.

AFTERNOON OUT: Speaking of Dickens, literary buffs can immerse themselves in manuscripts and personal memorabilia
at the recently renovated Charles Dickens Museum, where the
author penned Oliver Twist, on nearby Doughty Street. For oneof-a-kind boutiques selling everything from framed butterflies
to limited-edition prints and antique china, head around the
corner from the hotel to leafy Lamb’s Conduit Street.

(BAR, DOORMAN, SERVER, AND COCKTAIL) LISA LINDER,
(LONDON EYE) RAYMOND PATRICK

LOCAL DRAW: Holborn
Dining Room, a brasserie
mixing reclaimed oak,
antique mirrors, and
leather upholstery,
launches in February
with British dishes such as
Cornish crab bisque, HighHigh
land partridge,
tridge, and
a Sterlingshire
gshire
porterhouse.
use.
In fine weather
eather
(it happens
ns occasionally),
y), guests
can dine alfresco in
the interior
ior courtyard.
Holborn Delicatessen will
offer grab-and-go
b-and-go sandwiches, soups,
oups, and salads
alongsidee Britishsourced charcuterie, marmalades,
malades,
and cheese.
se.

ROOM
R
TO SPLURGE: The 585-square-metre Grand Manor House Wing encompasses
si
six bedrooms, a dressing room, library, dining room, and several sitting rooms. It
ccomes with a private street entrance and lift, and it’s the only hotel suite we know of
with its own postal code.
w
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LA DOLCE VITA
PORTRAIT FIRENZE, ITALY
As you may expect from a hotel helmed by Leonardo
Ferragamo, son of the late luxury-goods designer Salvatore
Ferragamo, Portrait Firenze opens in May with experiences
tailored to feel as comfortable as a pair of Italian shoes –
private museum tours, atelier visits, and more.
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CHECK IN FOR: Six studios and 30 suites equipped with
in-room iPads, Bluetooth sound systems, Salvatore
Ferragamo bath products – even flat-iron hair straighteners. Many feature balcony views of the river, the
Ponte Vecchio, and the Florentine hills; inside, classic
sic
books, linen and silk fabrics, and rich wood furnish-ings reinterpret 1950s Italian design.
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BEST FOOT FORWARD (from top): Crossing the Ponte
te
Vecchio, a Creations reproduction, and the view from
m
a Portrait Firenze guest room and terrace.
ce.

(PONTE VECCHIO) CLAUDIA URIPOS/ESTOCK PHOTO, (COURCHEVEL) PHOTONONSTOP/ALAMY

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD:

From Portrait’s coveted
location on the Arno
River overlooking the
Ponte Vecchio, you’re a
short walk from Palazzo
Strozzi, the Uffizi and
Accademia galleries,
and the San Marco and
Stibbert museums, as
well as the artisans’ district of Santa Croce.
“Without a doubt,
its privilege is location,” says Virtuoso’s
on-site Florence expert
Francesca Pozzi. “It’s
one of the best of any
hotel in the city, a few
steps – really, 100 metres– from the bridge.”
Grab a complimentary
bike and map outlining
various itineraries and
go exploring, or tap the
hotel staff for personalshopping excursions
and tours of the Vasari
Corridor, built by Grand
Duke Cosimo I de’
Medici in 1564 (or, for
kids, a visit to the Galileo Museum).

BRING IT BACK: Use your
exclusive ten-percent
discount at Creations,
a boutique within
the hotel’s Salvatore
Ferragamo boutique,
which offers numbered,
limited-edition recreations of shoes and
bags displayed in the
fashion icon’s Florence
museum (to which hotel
guests receive complimentary admission).
Built from the original
lasts and leathers, each is
tagged with the company’s 1930s logo and
comes with a certificate
of authenticity detailing
its history and distinguishing characteristics.

BEYOND THE LOBBY
Two great twists on hotel staples.

THE GIFTED
TRAVELLER

Waris Ahluwalia and his menagerie, a Fortuny owl (left)
and Venice artist Stefano Zanin’s mirrored elephant (right).

With items ranging from stuffed Fortuny fabric owls to Ilaria Fendi handbags incorporating vintage images, House of Waris Rare is not your average hotel gift shop. The
recently opened boutique at Venice’s revamped 82-room Gritti Palace is a collaboration with jewellery designer and actor Waris Ahluwalia. Inside, you’ll find handmade
treasures he picked up while travelling the world, from upstate New York to Bali. “The
journey of meeting these individuals and hearing their stories was itself an adventure,” Ahluwalia says
of his finds, which span some 14 countries. “These are objects that imbue living with a sense of
excitement, charm, and wonder. It’s impossible to pick a favourite. I’m getting one of everything,
of course.” In the lead for most original: the Turkish breadboard – with a knuckle-duster handle.
Perfect for the ninja chef in your life.

POPPING OFF IN THE ALPS

Snowboarding in Courchevel.

The French Alps’ most anticipated property,
L’Apogée Courchevel, opens atop a former
Olympic ski jump with 53 guest rooms, a
penthouse, a private chalet, and perhaps
the premier addition to the area’s après-ski
scene – the Champagne Lounge. Basking
in the warmth of a crackling fireplace,
guests select from a menu of rare vintages
such as a Louis Roederer Cristal 2002 jeroboam (3-litre bottle), accented by a lattice
of 24-karat gold. Head barman Akram Rechidov can suggest pairings for dishes that
range from hot dogs with Périgord truffles to
a club sandwich with foie gras.
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REINVENTING A LEGEND
ST. REGIS NEW YORK

THE LOOK: “While many of our competitors opt for muted neutral
utral palettes and decor, we’re introducing
roducing
bold royal blue, eggplant purple,
and warm burgundy accents,”
nts,”
says general manager Paul
Nash.
ul Nash
sh
h.
The decision – coupled with
th geometric-print
geomet
etri
tricc-pr
priint
int carpets
caarp
carp
rpet
etss and
et
and the
the occasional
occa
oc
casi
sion
ionall
touch of animal print – lends
cheerful, vibrant feel to the rooms,
nds a cheerful
rooms which
also received tech upgrades such as televisions embedded in bathroom
mirrors and motion-sensor-controlled air conditioning and lighting. Traditionalists, rejoice: The reception’s original Tiffany stained-glass windows,
hidden by a previous renovation, will be revealed once more, and the gilded
entry, elaborate crown moldings, and Waterford crystal chandeliers that
attracted celebrities such as Marlene Dietrich, Salvador Dalí, and Alfred
Hitchcock remain.
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CALLING CARD: We wish all hotels
CALL
could nail butler service like St. Regis
does, but for sheer NYC style, the
hotel’s Bentley car service stands out.
Our pick of the house fleet: its 2013
Mulsanne, customised exclusively for
the hotel, which debuted as the first of
its model in the U.S.

(BAR AND BLOODY MARY) BALL AND ALBANESE, (BEACH CHAIR
AND EMPIRE STATE BUILDING ICONS) KENNETH APPIAH/THE NOUN
PROJECT, (CITY ICON) JAMES FENTON/THE NOUN PROJECT

More than a century after it opened
under the watchful eye of Colonel John
Jacob Astor IV, this Fifth Avenue gem
sparkles brighter than ever with a yearlong redesign of its public spaces and all
229 guest rooms.

CHEERS TO THIS: The bar, with
its famous King Cole mural, has
expanded into the King Cole Bar &
Salon, featuring an open fireplace
and a restaurant by chef John
DeLucie.

MANHATTAN PROJECT: St. Regis New
York’s Presidential Suite (left), Fifth
Avenue Suite (right), and (below) bar
and Bloody Mary.

ONES TO WATCH
Three hotels to set your travel calendar by.
This
January,
COMO
Hotels and Resorts
launches its first
North American
sanctuary, Metropolitan by COMO, Miami
Beach. The 74-room
hotel in the Art Deco
District places you a
discreet distance from
buzzy South Beach,
providing a quiet
haven with a rooftop
spa, yoga terrace,
swimming pool, and
direct beach access.

than any other Beijing
luxury hotel when it
opens this spring. Spa
lovers should book
one of Sense Spa’s
five suites designed
for overnight stays.
Hyatt Hotels debuts its flagship
property this
May – the 210room Park Hyatt
New York, across
from Carnegie Hall.
“It’s perhaps the most
exciting
g Manhattan

hotel project of our
lifetime,” says Virtuoso
travel advisor Michael
Holtz. “After learning
about it, I snapped
up a three-bedroom
condo in the building
with access to the
Park Hyatt’s amenities.” The hotel, which
occupies the first 20
floors of the 90-story
One57 skyscraper,
will include a bar,
restaurant, spa, and –
rare in the city – indoor
poo
pool.

Located in
the central
Chaoyang
business district
across from the CCTV
Tower, the 283-room
Rosewood Beijing will
offer more outdoor
landscaped space
Rosewood Be

ijing.
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Great Outdoors

A

Seven trips to put the “wow”
in your life. BY CHRISTOPHER SOLOMON
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Spotted rays in Brazil,
and Austria schussing,

you thought luxury travel equals leisurely repose, think again. From slope to
shore, along with a couple of exotic cruises, we’ve chosen seven
plum trips from Virtuoso’s portfolio of active and adventure
tour companies that will get you up and moving. Your travel advisor has insider relationships with these companies, knows the
best times to go, and can tweak your itinerary if you want to stay
longer or see other sights along the way.
SKI PATROL
Specialising in ski and snowboard trips worldwide, Alpine
Adventures plans bespoke and group outings – and books the
best places to stay, from Aspen’s Little Nell to Austrian chalets.
THE TRIP: Vienna and skiing at Austria’s Schladming
THE DETAILS: Schladming was the site of the 2013 FIS Alpine
World Ski Championships. During five days on skis, soak up
tips from trip escort and Level III instructor Leo Demelbauer as
you schuss down the resort’s four interconnected mountains.

(SKIING) SCHALDMING DACHSTEIN

ADVENTURE
LIST

NEW YEAR CALLS FOR
a new adventure – and if

Clockwise from top left:
Beluga whales in Siberia,
exploring Banff National
Park’s backcountry, and
the Kuril Islands’ coastline.

When you need a break, stop at one of
Schladming’s 45 on-mountain huts for
a glühwein. The trip kicks off with a
three-day visit to the former Habsburg
capital of Vienna. Departure: 8 March
from Boston.

(CANADA) RYAN CREARY/ALL CANADA PHOTOS/CORBIS
(WHALES) ANDREY NEKRASOV/AGE FOTOSTOCK

MUSHING THROUGH CANADA
With nearly 45 years of experience,
Knightly Tours specialises in Alaska,
western Canada, and the Canadian
Rockies and has the connections to customise most itineraries.
THE TRIP: Canadian Rockies in the winter
THE DETAILS: This is a Whitman’s Sampler of the Great White North: As you
travel by train and motorcoach for eight
days through the Rockies to Vancouver,
disembark to dog-mush and lodge near
Banff National Park, drink cocoa before postcard views of Victoria Glacier
at The Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise,
and take a snowshoe tour in Jasper National Park. Departures: Sundays and
Thursdays through 16 April from Calgary.
CARBON-NEUTRAL NORTH
Natural Habitat Adventures, a carbonneutral ecotourism and adventure travel company, offers a portfolio of trips
around the globe, from Greenland to
the Galápagos.
THE TRIP: Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk
THE DETAILS: This new 19-day cruise
on the all-suite, 100-passenger Caledonian Sky arcs through the Sea of
Okhotsk from Siberia’s Kamchatka
Peninsula to the Kuril Islands and on
to Hokkaido, Japan. Watch for beluga
whales, thousands of seals, and the huge
Steller’s sea eagle, then head ashore for
walks with naturalists. Keep an eye out
for the “auklet haze” – flocks of whiskered auklets that darken the sky as dusk
falls. Departure: 25 July.

FIVE-STAR MEKONG
Peru-based Aqua Expeditions was the
first adventure travel company to introduce five-star cruises on the Amazon
River in Peru. Now the company brings
its elevated cruising to Southeast Asia.
THE TRIP: Cruising the Mekong River
THE DETAILS: Launching later this
year, the Aqua Mekong is a 62-metre custom “floating boutique hotel” that will
house a spa, screening room, outdoor
pool, and 20 suites, each with floor-toceiling windows framing river views of
the Vietnamese and Cambodian countryside. The seven-night cruises (threeand four-night trips are also available)
start at Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City

and head north into Cambodia – or vice
versa – with daily river and shore excursions and an option to add an extension
to Angkor Wat. Departures: Seven-night
sailings begin 9 September.
WORLD HERITAGE EXPLORED
Blue Parallel’s itineraries in the Mediterranean Basin and South America are
designed around World Heritage destinations and outdoor adventures.
THE TRIP: Rio and Fernando de Noronha
THE DETAILS: During eight days in this
World Cup year, fly into Rio, stay at
the sleek Fasano hotel in Ipanema, and
explore this bustling city. Next, head
north to Fernando de Noronha, an
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archipelago of 21 islands and a UNESCO
World Heritage site. Spend four nights
there exploring three of the country’s
most beautiful beaches and peek into the
tide pools of the Rocas Atoll. Try “planasub” – snorkelling while being pulled
slowly behind a boat – to get amazing
views of sea turtles and vibrant fish. Departures: Best dates for travel are July
through February.
CLASSIC SAFARI
With a focus on small-group (usually 16
guests or fewer) ecotours, International
Expeditions’ trips worldwide are led by
English-speaking naturalists and historians who are often themselves locals .
THE TRIP: Kenya safari
THE DETAILS: The odds are good of seeing the “big five” – lion, elephant, buffalo, black rhino, and leopard – on this
11-day trip, which begins with game
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drives at Sweetwaters Tented Camp
(including a walking safari) and a visit
to Jane Goodall’s chimpanzee sanctuary, and then continues with still
more safaris in places such as the Masai Mara Reserve, site of Kenya’s great
migration. Departures: Monthly, 12 June
through 11 September .
PORTUGAL IN-DEPTH
Heritage Tours sprang from an interest
in societies that flourished in places of
“constructive Jewish-Muslim coexistence,” as founder Joel Zack puts it. Today the company crafts private itineraries in Morocco, Spain, Turkey, Portugal,
and southern Africa, with a strong focus
on culture and local guides.
THE TRIP: Undiscovered Portugal
THE DETAILS: On this upscale tenday tour of Portugal, drop your bags
at the Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon

tip
Tell your advisor the level
of activity you’re up for — Virtuoso
has a huge portfolio of adventure
travel outfitters, and your advisor
can suggest options that are
right for you.

and dive into the city’s narrow streets,
then work your way north (with a private driver at the wheel) to the famed
wine-growing Douro Valley, including
an exploration of Porto, the town for
which port wine is named. Departures:
Available year-round, but spring and fall
are ideal times.

(BRAZIL) ADRI B FREITAS BRANDAO/GETTY IMAGES, (KENYA) HUGH SITTON/CORBIS
(DOURO VALLEY) RICHARD SEMIK/AGE FOTOSTOCK

Clockwise from top left: Getting
schooled in Brazil, on safari in Kenya,
and Portugal’s Douro Valley.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
EXPLORE SINGAPORE FROM A HISTORIC PERCH …
Built in 1928, the landmark Fullerton Hotel Singapore offers easy access to the city-state’s
top attractions. Experience its rich, multi-ethnic culture with two complimentary tickets to
both the Asian Civilisations Museum and the Peranakan Museum.
Available until 30 December 2014. From SGD1,149 (approx. AU$1,025/NZ$1,106 at press time) per twonight stay in a Quay Room. Virtuoso guests also receive American buffet breakfast daily for two; a pair of
tickets to the Peranakan and Asian Civilisations Museums,Singapore Flyer and Singapore River Boat ride;
and complimentary internet access.

… OR GET A MODERN ANGLE OVER MARINA BAY
With its coveted position over picturesque Marina Bay, The Fullerton Bay Hotel provides
stylish views across the city skyline. Get the full perspective with two tickets to the Singapore
Flyer observation wheel and a river boat ride.
Available until 30 December 2014. From SGD1,385 (approx. AU$1,236/NZ$1,333 at press time) per
two-night stay in a Premier Room. Virtuoso guests also receive breakfast daily for two; a pair of tickets
to the Peranakan and Asian Civilisations Museums, Singapore Flyer and Singapore River Boat ride; and
complimentary internet acess.

FIND BLISS IN THE BALTIC
The Baltic has a wellness culture reaching back to the Middle Ages. Modern-day spa enthusiasts
find renewal exploring the region with SeaDream Yacht Club, enjoying a US$200(approx.
AU$225/NZ$242) spa credit per stateroom. Cruise 11 nights between Stockholm and Copenhagen
aboard the 112-guest mega yacht, SeaDream I, overnighting in both St. Petersburg and Tallinn.
Departs 5 July 2014. Virtuoso Oceanview fares from US$7,824 (approx. AU$8,787/NZ$9,480) per person.
Suite fares from US$13,124 (approx. AU$14,739/NZ$15,901) per person.

REACH NEW HEIGHTS IN THE HIMALAYAS
Journey to the heart of the ethereal kingdom of Bhutan on a seven-night trip with stays at
Uma by COMO hotels located in two of the country’s most important regions. Spend four
nights at Uma Paro, close to many of Bhutan’s great cultural landmarks, and three nights at
Uma Punakha, located in the lush Punakha Valley, with its magnificent Dzongs.
Available until 31 December 2014. From US$7,824 (approx. AU$8,787/NZ$9,480 at press time) per person,
double occupancy. Virtuoso guests also receive a room upgrade, if available.

ROAM WITH RAPTORS AND TREK WITH T-REX
Walking With Dinosaurs: A Journey Through Time – Tauck, with BBC Earth, brings you
the ultimate dinosaur event for families. Spend five days, 17 – 21 July 2014, in and around
Calgary, Alberta – once home to one of Earth’s richest diversity of dinosaur species – exploring
the mysteries of the dinosaur and prehistoric life. Meet and learn from paleontologists, attend
epic evening events and experience daily themed sightseeing tracks where your family goes on
a fossil safari in Dinosaur Provincial Park. Explore millions of years of Earth’s history with a
guide at the Royal Tyrrell Museum and spend a day with BBC Earth.
Tauck, with BBC Earth, have created a range of new journeys that will allow you to discover
what inspires the world’s greatest nature filmmakers – a backstage pass to experience, in
person, the places, people, wildlife and stories relating to BBC Earth’s landmark natural history
series. From frozen worlds to tropical jungles … shallow seas to African plains … our planet is
filled with unforgettable adventures in magical natural realms. Space is limited; reserve your
spot today!
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for all rates and complete details

Souvenir

1.

2.

3.

4.

7.

5.
6.

9.

8.

VERY
SUPERSTITIOUS
1. BRAZIL: Tie three knots in a Bahia band, make a wish for each knot, then wear it around your wrist until it breaks.
2. JAPAN: When it comes to kaeru (frog) charms, the smaller, the luckier. 3. EGYPT: In ancient times, scarabs
were talismans and symbols of resurrection. 4. TURKEY: The nazar is said to ward off the evil eye. 5. INDIA:
Hindus respect the deity Ganesh as the remover of obstacles. 6. GUATEMALA: Tell worry dolls your troubles, tuck
them under your pillow, banish your cares (the story goes). 7. BHUTAN: The thunderbolt symbolises strength and
power. 8. ITALY: The cornicello, a horn-shaped amulet, is worn as protection from the evil eye. 9. CHINA: Cicadas
symbolise rebirth and protection against bad luck.
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CHRIS PLAVIDAL

Bring home a pocketful of fortune with these good-luck charms
from around the world.

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

............ 2012..................... 2013..................... 2014..................... 2015..................... 2016.............

Virtuoso
Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE.
Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso travel advisor ensures your
RETURN on LIFE. From weekend getaways to longer holidays, they collaborate with you on all of your
travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel advisor, but are interested in
connecting with one, please visit www.virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

www.virtuoso.com

Thank you for your referrals.

Best wishes for a happy and well-travelled New Year!
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to learn about the most current cruise ships and itineraries,
hotel openings and renovations, tour experiences, and emerging destinations for 2014.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently have a travel advisor, but are interested
in connecting with one, please visit www.virtuoso.com

