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An All Exclusive journey with Crystal is more than just a luxurious
way to explore the world. It is an adventure of a lifetime opening
up the globe and unlocking discoveries at every turn — just for
you. Whether by sea, land or air, we are taking luxury travel higher
than ever before. Welcome to the new Crystal. Where all inclusive
is All Exclusive.
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CRUISE THE WORLD WITH CRYSTAL.
From Hawaii and the Paciﬁc Coast through the Panama Canal to
the Caribbean and throughout Northern Europe, Crystal’s 2017
worldwide cruise collection offers an exceptional roster of
destination-rich itineraries and unmatched all-inclusive value.
Travel in elegant luxury aboard the two highest-rated ships in the
world — Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity — and experience
ﬁrst-hand the service, space, quality and choices that have made
Crystal The World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line.™
THE UNPARALLELED ALL INCLUSIVE
CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE® FEATURES:

• Complimentary select ﬁne wines, champagne, premium spirits,
non-alcoholic beverages
• Complimentary gratuities for housekeeping, dining and bar staff
• Exquisite Italian menu at Prego and innovative Japanese cuisine
from Nobu Matsuhisa†
• Complimentary Wi-Fi and Internet access‡
• More overnights in renowned cities allow cultural immersion
• Optional Personal Select Air program available

CRUISE THE WORLD AND ENJOY SAVINGS UP TO $4,000 PER STATEROOM.
BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE FARES.

2017

C R Y S TA L S Y M P H O N Y ®
Brochure
Fares From

Voyage

Date

Days

Destination

Itinerary

Fares From

7208

Apr 14

17

Trans-Paciﬁc

Tokyo to Los Angeles

$11,990

$4,495

7209

Apr 30

19

Panama Canal

Los Angeles to New York City 1

$14,990

$5,995

7211

May 31

10

Northern Europe

Reykjavík to London/Portsmouth

$12,350

$4,675

7212

Jun 10

14

Baltic Sea & Russia

London/Portsmouth to Stockholm

$14,390

$5,695

7213

Jun 24

10

Baltic Sea & Russia

Stockholm to Copenhagen

$10,850

$4,425

Brochure
Fares From

Fares From

$8,780

$3,390

$12,460

$4,230

2017

C R Y S TA L S E R E N I T Y ®
Voyage

Date

Days

Destination

Itinerary

7307

Apr 5

10

Caribbean

Barbados to Miami
2

7308

Apr 15

18

Panama Canal

Miami to Los Angeles

7309

May 3

7

Paciﬁc Coast

Round-trip Los Angeles

$5,950

$2,275

7310

May 10

14

Mexican Riviera

Round-trip Los Angeles

$10,030

$3,515

7311

May 24

16

Hawaii

Round-trip Los Angeles

$14,970

$5,985

Theme Cruises: 1 Film & Theatre Festival

2

Big Band & Ballroom Dance

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR
CRUISE ABOARD THE WORLD’S BEST AND RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE
VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES ON SELECT SAILINGS.
• Competitive cruise fares

• Full-day shore event or shipboard credit

• Personable onboard host

• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

• Onboard welcome reception

for customized options

Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings starting 9/1/16
and do not include additional taxes, fees and port charges of $259-$895. Savings of $4,000 per stateroom ($2,000 per person, based on double occupancy) applies to voyage 7308 on Crystal Serenity. All offers may
not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional
Personal Select Air Program is available to purchase for full-fare, full-cruise guests whose travel originates from a U.S. or Canadian airport, and include all government fees and taxes. Individual Virtuoso Voyages
amenities are available on select sailings on Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants.
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be eligible for Voyages amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest
the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar (Sushi Bar is not available for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve
basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. ‡Complimentary Wi-Fi/Internet access: 60 minutes per person, per day depending on
stateroom category. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete
terms and conditions of all offers. ©2016 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas
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ANNOUNCING

Arriving Spring 2017
Be among the first to experience the highest expression of Silversea excellence: the new Silver Muse. With
room for only 596 guests, she’s the smallest new ship in ultra-luxury cruising, your assurance that the very essence
of the Silversea experience will continue — the intimacy and extraordinary level of the personal service, the luxury
and all-inclusive lifestyle, the delight of venturing into secluded harbours where big ships cannot go. But it is her wealth
of enhancements that will inspire the most acclaim, trendsetting concepts such as an unprecedented number of dining
options, more connecting suites for family and friends, and a larger share of the top accommodations that are so much
in demand. Perhaps most impressive of all is her focus on outdoor living, an extraordinary number of outdoor spaces
so that guests won’t be denied the most obvious attraction of cruising — the enviable allure of the ocean, itself.

9 INTIMATE SHIPS • 7 CONTINENTS • INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

Veranda Suite

Kabuki

Pool Deck

Silver Note

SILVER MUSE DISTINCTIONS

OUR ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

•
•
•
•
•

Intimate, ultra-luxury ship for just 596 guests
Spacious suites, most with private verandas
Enhanced suite combination ﬂexibility
The highest number of large suites in the ﬂeet
Eight diverse, distinctive restaurant venues with
even more dining options
• Tailor-made outdoor spaces, including three
wonderful restaurants and a beautiful pool deck

•
•
•
•
•

A butler for every suite
Extraordinary service ratio of nearly one-to-one
The highest space ratios at sea
Free WiFi for every guest
Champagne, wines and spirits served
throughout the ship
• In-suite bar with your preferred beverages
• Included onboard gratuities

FEATURED 2017 VIRTUOSO VOYAGES ABOARD SILVER MUSE
Onboard Host Services | Welcome Aboard Reception | Exclusive Shore Event or Custom Credit
DATE

DAYS

VOYAGE

FROM / TO

FARES FROM

Apr 19

14

6705

Monte Carlo to Nice

$8,650

Jun 09

12

6709

Barcelona to Rome

$8,250

Jul 03

12

6711

Venice to Athens

$7,850

Jul 27

12

6713

Rome to Venice

$7,850

Aug 20

11

6715

Monte Carlo to Lisbon

$8,350

TO RESERVE YOUR SUITE, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: All fares shown are cruise-only per person in US dollars based on double-occupancy in a Classic Veranda suite. All fares, savings, offers, programmes and itineraries are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply.
Renderings are intended as a general reference. Features, materials, finishes and layout may be different than shown. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions.
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IF I DO

BACK
IN STYLE

SLOWLY UP
THE GANGES

BEST OF
THE BEST

LIKE A DREAM

Travel advisors
share their
destinationwedding expertise.

Nobody wears
Paris like the world’s
most famous
hotel, the Ritz.

An Indian
exploration in
two acts.

BY KIRK REED

BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO

Virtuoso travel advisors pick their top
spa, bar, and more
for our 10th annual
hotel awards.

BY KIM BROWN SEELY

FORRESTER

ON THE COVER French perspective: City views from the Ritz Paris’ rooftop.
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LAGRANGE

BY CELESTE MOURE

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHEL FIGUET.

WARDROBE STYLING: CHRISTINE LERCHE. MODEL: CARRA SUTHERLAND-OLAGNON/AGENCE PROFIL. MAKEUP: LUC LAPÔTRE. WARDROBE: COAT, MARELLA; DRESS, VICTORIA BECKHAM; SHOES, MARNI.
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BY FRÉDÉRIC

KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

Make every trip the
best ever with our
annual guide to
doing it right.

A photo journey
through Hangzhou,
China’s serene “City
of Heaven.”

7KH6DYR\6XLWHRSHQHG-XQH

Since 1889 THE SAVOY has been at the crossroads of glamour and culture, a place where renowned names in hospitality such as
$XJXVW(VFRIÀHUKDYHLQQRYDWHGWKHLUWUDGH7KLVJUHDWWUDGLWLRQFRQWLQXHVDVZHKRQRXUWKHKHULWDJHRIRXUSDVWIRUWKHGHOLJKWRIRXU
JXHVWVWRGD\([SHULHQFHWKHÀQHVW%ULWLVKKRVSLWDOLW\LQ/RQGRQZLWKFAIRMONT SUITE MOMENTSDQGHQMR\WKHEHVWVXLWHUDWHDYDLODEOH
breakfast and a Classics Perfected cocktail in one of our celebrated bars.
BOOK THIS EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE WITH YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

UNFORGETTABLE. since 1907.
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An ancient style of wine is a
boon for seasonal feasts.

PASSPORT

58

BON VOYAGE
Danube River highlights, the
Seven Seas Explorer arrives,
and more.

BOTTLE SERVICE

Orange Crush

110

216

ON THE TABLE

Farm Fresh
Puerto Rico’s culinary landscape
ventures beyond rice and beans.
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SEAT AT THE BAR

Practice Makes Perfect

64

SUITE TALK
Hotels on the horizon and how to
take a stylish spin in Milan.

After a few millennia, Athens
knows a thing or two about great
nights out.
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Peruvian textile traditions.

204

CITY TO GO
Low-key living in Berlin’s
Prenzlauer Berg.
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210

WELL TRAVELED

Spa Proper
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Mark Burrows explores the
globe with a carry-on and riding
boots in tow.

How to take the waters without
making waves.B

216

PORT OF CALL

Bright on the Horizon
STYLE & DESIGN

Dream Weavers

How to spend your port stop
in Curaçao.

Shopping for Lake Como’s
designer silks at the source.

222

84

GREATER GOOD

Beyond Basics
IN MY BAG

My Five Travel Essentials

Exploring the wide and wonderful
landscape of green travel now.

Designer Lauren Renfrow travels
light, looking for inspiration.

232

DOSSIER

Bright Lights, Big City
Olivia Brown, general manager of
Bellagio Resort & Casino, on her
ideal day in Las Vegas.

234

94
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SOUVENIR

Just Back from Switzerland
Truffle hunting, local art, and
timepieces within reach.

(BAG) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (DESSERT) CLARA TUMA, (SILK) SUSAN WRIGHT, (CURAÇAO) LUIS GARCÍA, (BAR) SIVAN ASKAYO

Family adventure in Chile’s
Atacama Desert.

70

76

FAMILY TRAVEL

High, Dry, and Fun for All

LEGEND

has it,

the weekend

© VISIT NAPA VALLEY

can start at the start
of the week

In Napa Valley, there’s no such thing as a Monday—there’s only today. And today, you can do anything.
Wander through beautiful vineyards or a Main Street gallery, enjoy a full body massage or a full-bodied
red. Whatever you choose, the day is yours for the making.
LEARN MORE AT VISITNAPAVALLEY.COM

#VISITNAPAVALLEY

Editor’s Note

How to Travel
Virtuoso-Style
to whisk you to your destination. The general manager waiting in the hotel
lobby to personally welcome you upon arrival. Flowers and Champagne
in your cruise ship cabin, an exclusive lunch on the Great Wall of China, a
private after-hours tour of the Sistine Chapel. My colleagues and I refer to it, fondly,
as “traveling Virtuoso-style” – the way you see the world when you work with a
Virtuoso advisor – and once you experience it, you’re forever ruined for traveling
any other way.
Virtuoso is a global network of 11,000 top travel advisors, who work
with the best luxury travel partners, from five-star hotels to cruise lines,
tour operators, and other companies, to create unforgettable trips for
their clients. I’m in awe of these advisors, who are so worldly, wise, and
well connected. They’ve traveled the globe, they know the right contacts in its every corner, and they have a knack for finding the most
remarkable, in-the-know things to do and places to go. It’s not just
fancy perks and flash; they’ll also help arrange meaningful experiences that connect you with a community, a culture, or with your
own family. And while the VIP treatment is fun (as we say, you
can’t VIP yourself), advisors handle un-fun aspects too, whether
it’s rebooking flights before you even realize yours have been canceled or acting as your advocate if something goes wrong.
Virtuoso Life taps into advisors’ expertise and insight and showcases the incredible travel partners they work with. Our editorial
team aims to inspire you to travel Virtuoso-style with engaging,
beautifully photographed, and gorgeously designed articles – and
our annual “How to Travel Better” issue is especially noteworthy.
Packed with page after page of tips, tools, and trips, this issue happens
to be the biggest in our 16-year history – the perfect forum to celebrate
traveling better, every time.
The talented, award-winning editors and designers who create this
magazine are also well traveled and connected, and their creativity,
know-how, and commitment culminate in a magazine so exclusive,
it’s not even available on the newsstands. The only way you can get it
is when your Virtuoso travel advisor gifts it to you. Aren’t you lucky?

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com
#virtuosotravel
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(PORTRAIT) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI/HAIR AND MAKEUP BY SONG LOPEZ

Y

OUR NAME ON A PLACARD AT THE AIRPORT, HELD BY A DRIVER READY

live life luxuriously

T H E M O S T I N C L U S I V E LU X U RY E X P E R I E N C E T M

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included —
from flights to excursions and from gourmet dining to WiFi throughout the ship. Allow us to take care of every
detail as you sail aboard our luxuriously appointed, perfectly-sized ships to more than 375 destinations in the company
of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

Additional Virtuoso Voyages Amenities on a wide array of voyages:
VIRTUOSO VOYAGES HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Terms & Conditions.

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US
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”
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virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST# 2069091; TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright ©
2016 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso Voyages, Virtuoso Life, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the
Best and Expect the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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A PLACE LIKE NO OTHER
FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
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THE REPORT: “While

photographing Michel
Battino, Ritz Paris’ head
concierge, I asked what
his most surprising
guest request was. He
answered, ‘It’s right now,
being asked to have
my picture taken for
Virtuoso Life.’ I think he
was escaping the real
answer. Fair enough!”
ALSO SEEN IN: Condé

Nast Traveller, Marie
Claire (France), and
Vogue China
AIRPORT RITUAL:

“I buy sunglasses
or headphones, as I
always forget mine. I
have ten pairs of each
at home now.”

THE REPORT: “Creat-

Writer

KIRK REED
FORRESTER
Birmingham, Alabama
Book reviews, page 56,
and “Don’t Mind If I Do,”
page 144
THE REPORT: “Research

on wedding destinations
began as an assignment
but soon doubled as recon for my own vacation
wish list. I think I’ll start
in Saint Lucia, where
guests at Sugar Beach
stay in bungalows right
on the beach.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Flower

and Kirkus Reviews
AIRPORT RITUAL: “My

reading list is usually
pretty highbrow, but at
the airport I check my
literary sensibilities with
my luggage and gorge
on trashy magazines.”
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4.

ing these maps [and
illustrations] was such
a fun project. I drew the
beautiful Italian Riviera
while it was raining
all day. I now have an
uncontrollable urge to
pack everything up and
travel to new places.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Elle,

Esquire, and New York
AIRPORT RITUAL:

“I’m not the best
flyer, so I head straight
to the bar for some
Dutch courage.”

Assistant Editor

AMY CASSELL
Seattle
“Farm Fresh,” page 88
THE REPORT: “Puerto

Ricans are as proud of
their coffee as they are
of their emerging food
scene. The beans come
from haciendas in the
middle of the island, and
they’re roasted at cafés
in Old San Juan. I returned home with a few
bags of my favorites.”
AIRPORT RITUAL:

“I always arrive with
way more than enough
time to spare, then
spend a while at an
airport bar catching up
on some reading.”

Hyatt ® and Park Hyatt ® names, designs and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation. ©2014 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

suite 1028
S O F T- B O I L E D E G G S
8AM CAR TO THE CAPITOL
R E S E R VAT I O N AT P H I L L I P S A F T E R 5
C H E F ’ S TA B L E AT B L U E D U C K TAV E R N
SECURE PHONE LINE

MORE THAN 30 EXQUISITE HOTELS WORLDWIDE.
FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
#MYLUXLIST

LUXURY is PERSONAL
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eat like a local
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... savor preparations
born of indigenous
cultures and refined
over 500 years
in the kitchens
of creative newcomers.

In

cosmopolitan Lima,
influences from
Europe, Africa,
China and Japan make it South
America’s culinary capital.
Restaurants like Central and
Malabar earn international
accolades, and superstar
Peruvian chef Gastón Acurio
has expanded his empire
around the globe.

©Inés Menacho
courtesy PROMPERU

To eat like a real Limeño, start
on Sunday morning with a
traditional pan con chicharron,
a sandwich made with fried
pork, sweet potatoes, fresh
onion, and chilies. Enjoy fresh
ceviche for lunch at one of
the cities many cebicherias.
Then, head just outside the city
limits to gracious Hacienda
Mamacona for the evening.
Sip a traditional pisco sour
or chilcano—a combo of the
native spirit with ginger ale-while taking in a Paso horse
performance and traditional
Peruvian feast.
Every September, Lima is
host to the Mistura festival,
with more than 200 famous
chefs and vendors and 30,000

visitors, making this celebration
of Peruvian flavors the biggest
food event in Latin America.
Peru’s second-largest city,
Arequipa, features a distinctive
food culture kept alive in
homey picanterías (“spicy
restaurants”).
Venerable establishments
including La Lucila, La Nueva
Palomino, Sol de Mayo, La
Benita, and La Cau Cau offer
traditional delicacies of both
land and sea: fresh prawn soup,
rocoto relleno (stuffed chilies),
and ocopa, a creamy potato
dish. On Sundays, try adobo
pork loin with chicha de jora,
the traditional sour corn beer.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor
to plan your gourmet getaway to Peru.

Vibrant Peruvian cuisine
will be yours during one
of these experiences
presented by Lima Tours:
Peruvian Local Flavors:
Lima, Cusco, Arequipa
& Colca Valley
Dine at the best restaurants
in Lima, Arequipa and
Cusco. Learn how to
prepare a delicious Pisco
sour and visit a “chicheria”,
where "chicha" drink is
made.
10 days from USD$ 2,080
per person
Peru Gourmet:
Lima & Cusco
Visit San Isidro Market and
prepare traditional dishes
including “Ceviche” and
“Lomo Saltado.”
8 days from USD$ 2,860
per person

The Virtuoso Life

Community
Saint Bart’s tips, multigenerational travel musts, and Instagram inspiration.

CAPTURING THE WORLD
Where Virtuoso has
been, according
to Instagram.

JUST BACK FROM: SAINT BART’S
French flair meets tropical joie de vivre.
Washington, D.C.-based Virtuoso travel advisor Elizabeth Thorp
recently returned from Saint Bart’s. “I love it because it’s basically Paris in paradise,” she says. “Paris with the most beautiful
beaches in the world.” Here, her tips for visiting this pristine
Caribbean island, situated on just eight square miles.

Senior editor Justin Paul documented this flowery
happy hour at Napa Valley’s Carneros Inn.

Elizabeth Thorp at the
beach at Eden Rock.

Singapore’s Cloud Forest conservatory, by Londonbased Virtuoso travel advisor Catherine Ashurst.

 “Hotel Le Toiny is probably the
most singularly perfect property
I’ve ever visited, with gorgeous
private villas and pools. The hotel
was renovated last summer, and
its new beach club is one of the
hottest lunch spots in town.”
 “I also love Le Sereno, a top
contender for a family or girlfriends’ getaway.”
 “Cheval Blanc is such a beautiful, intimate property, and its
Cheval Blanc Spa by Guerlain
provides blissful retreat.”
 “Eden Rock is very chic and
made for couples – don’t miss
sunset cocktails at On the Rocks.”
 “If you don’t have a Kardashian
budget, try visiting in the lower
season, April through September, when the island is much
less crowded.”
 “Fly direct to Saint-Martin and
then schedule a Winair flight to
Saint Bart’s.”
 “Rent a car, but avoid the little
electric models – it’s tough to
navigate the island’s hilly topography in them.”

ASK THE ADVISORS
Where should we go on
a multigenerational trip?
“We recently had three generations of one
family experience Sri Lanka. It offers great
beaches, rich culture, ancient Buddhist sites,
cool highlands, and tea plantations – something for all ages.”
– Anthony Goldman, Melbourne

Beach time done right in Nerja on Spain’s southern
Costa del Sol, by Virtuoso travel advisor Diana
Moon of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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“I love cruising the Mediterranean for multigen families – there is so much to learn and
explore together.”
– Malaka Hilton, Sarasota, Florida

“An African safari would be my first choice
because children love nature and wildlife. Being
in the bush takes everyone out of their comfort
zone, leading to a bonding experience.”
– Samantha McClure, Austin, Texas

Micato Safaris:

A world apart...

A safari is unlike any
other experience and
Micato Safaris is
unlike any other
company.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details.
NINE-TIME #1 WINNER: World’s Best Safari Outfitter, Travel+Leisure
FIVE-TIME WINNER: World Savers Award For Education and Doing It All

For every safari sold, we send a child to school.

P RO M OT I O N

®

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
Virtuoso travel advisors and preferred partners celebrate milestones and exclusive experiences.

NoteWorthy’s Nicola Butler (left) and Sally Strange,
along with 16 Virtuoso Reserve clients, enjoy a personal
introduction to Prince Charles at the tenth anniversary
celebration of his charity, Children & the Arts.

Corinthia Hotel London’s Diane Parker
(left) and advisor Lee Robinson attend
the Swan Ball auction in Nashville;
Corinthia was an event sponsor.

Cadence travel agency held its first independent
affiliate conference at La Quinta Resort & Club, a
Waldorf Astoria Resort in Palm Springs, California.

Viking River Cruises welcomed six new longships to its
fleet at a celebration in Amsterdam. Virtuoso’s Beth
Butzlaff (second from left) christened the Viking Kadlin.

On a study tour hosted by Maui Visitors and Convention
Bureau, Virtuoso advisors visit Mauna Kahalawai.

An advisor trip hosted by Tourism Whistler and Tourism
Vancouver included a zipline tour over Fitzsimmons Valley.

tastic locations

tastic dining

tastic suites

tastic spas

The world’s most luxurious hotel group in the world’s most exciting destinations.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

P RO M OT I O N

®

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
Virtuoso advisors
explore Cuzco, Peru.

Agency owner Julie Jones (left)
and advisor Tui Leatherman visit
Machu Picchu on a Peru trip hosted
by Inkaterra.

Stephen Smith and Alison Hale
with Virtuoso’s Tony Logan (right)
on board Regent’s new Explorer
(read about the ship on page 60).

On a Virtuoso Voyages excursion aboard Silversea’s Silver Shadow, travelers
enjoy dinner in Ho Chi Minh City, complete with Vietnamese dancers.

Balboa Travel’s Denise Jackson and Joe da Rosa (center) celebrate
the agency’s 45th anniversary with advisors and guests.

Virtuoso travel advisors tour Kangaroo Island
during a Swain Destinations educational trip
in Australia.

CSB Travel hosts a client event in Houston. From left:
Nanci Cain, Katie Boydston Rollins, Kristie Beeler, agency
owner Cristina Buaas, and Virtuoso’s Kristi Green.

To submit photos, please email editors@virtuoso.com.

2016 Photo Contest

That Magic Moment
Use these winning photos from our annual competition as
visual inspiration for your next adventure.

ROCKING THE GHO
Paro, Bhutan
Julie Floyd, traveler

“This is my 8-year-old son
on his birthday in November 2014, standing on a
suspension bridge adorned
with prayer flags in Paro,
Bhutan. He begged to buy
and don this gho, which is
the country’s traditional
national dress for men.”
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BALLOONS OVER BAGAN
Bagan, Myanmar
John Oberacker, advisor

“Watching the sunrise
in a hot-air balloon
overlooking the
beautiful ancient city
and glorious temples
of Bagan is something
not to be missed.”

Discover
the Canadian Rockies
A Rocky Mountaineer rail journey provides unparalleled vantage points to
some of the world’s most spectacular scenery. Indulge all your senses as
=39;-2(8,639+,8,)%;)O-274-6-2+0%2(7'%4)73*8,)%'-æ'368,;)78
and the Canadian Rockies while enjoying gourmet cuisine, captivating
storytelling, and impeccable service. Relax in your luxurious glass-dome
coach and travel to a place that is truly above and beyond extraordinary.

by Rail

To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

2016 Photo Contest

LAST SHOT
Grand Canyon, Arizona
Dennis L. Hammond,
traveler

“I watched this
photographer set
up his camera for
his final shot before
sunrise. I hope he
got a good one.”

SKYLINE
Dubai
David Ourisman,
advisor

“I enjoyed the beautifully framed view
of the city from my
room at the Four Seasons Resort Dubai at
Jumeirah Beach.”

ICE CAVE THRILL
Iceland
Barnett Helzberg,
traveler
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GETTING READY
FOR THE SNOW
New Zealand
Vicky Mills, traveler

WOMEN AT THE
GRAND MOSQUE
Abu Dhabi
Sekita Ekrek, advisor

“The Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque is a must-visit
while in Abu Dhabi. It’s a
magnificent, white-marble
oasis and a holy symbol of
peace and calm. As I was
taking in the beauty, these
three women strode past
me and I fumbled for my
camera. That moment
captured so much of my
experience: a study in
contrasts. Exotic mystery.
Black and white. Anonymous women hidden
behind designer handbags.
It spoke volumes.”
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2016 Photo Contest

FISHIES
French Polynesia
Amy Goetsch, traveler

MOTHER AND CUBS
Manitoba, Canada
Pamela Hartman, advisor

“Manitoba’s Wapusk
National Park is home to
many polar bear dens, and
between mid-February and
mid-March, the mothers
emerge with their cubs.”

GREEN ANEMONE
Fiji
Ryan Dandy, advisor

THE WAVE
Marble Canyon, Arizona
Emily Sandidge, traveler
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ADVERTISEMENT

Exquisitely

AUSTRIAN
From imperial palaces to gurgling
Alpine creeks, from chef-curated
nouveau cuisine to hearty meat
dumplings after a day on skis, Austria
is the place where sophisticated
culture meets unassuming elegance.
In Vienna and Salzburg, shoppers
browse elegant boutiques whose
offerings run the gamut from
creative modern brands to old-world
keepsakes. Outside the cosmopolitan
cities, visitors discover spectacular
natural settings, dramatic mountain
vistas, fresh air and crystal-clear water.
This blend of cutting edge and
tradition, the best of nature and
culture, is what we mean by
“exquisitely Austrian.”

www.austria.info
Photo credits, top to bottom: Onyx Bar at Do & Co Stephansplatz © WienTourismus / Peter Rigaud;
SalzburgerLand - Dom innen © DomQuartier; Hellbrunn Trick Fountains © Salzburg Tourismus.
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Exquisitely

VIENNA
Austria’s capital of Vienna is brimming
with exclusive highlights for traditional and
contemporary tastes alike.
The Habsburg emperor, Franz Josef,
took his final breath in the 1,441-room
Schönbrunn Palace, the former imperial
summer residence. Today, the palace is
open to the public as a museum where
visitors can experience 300 years of
Habsburg history or simply stroll the
luxurious gardens, which include an
extensive maze and zoo.
Vienna offers a unique blend of imperial
traditions and stunning architecture.
Grand palaces, world-class museums,
amazing art collections, bustling coffee
houses and cozy wine taverns, all infused
with Viennese charm, shaped Vienna into
the city it is today.
For a taste of imperial Vienna, take a ride
in the horse-drawn carriages known as
Fiakers. You’ll traverse the cobblestone
streets of the historic city center and enter
the Hofburg Imperial Palace like a prince.
Another wonderful experience is the
performance of Lipizzaner stallions at
the baroque Spanish Riding School.
Visitors also flock to the “Chamber of Art
and Wonders” at the Kunsthistorisches
Museum, where you can book an
afterhours dinner in the museum’s
125-year-old rotunda.
The Viennese have always had a taste
for the good life. The city’s elegant
Ringstrasse, the Grand Boulevard of
Vienna, is lined with architectural marvels,
including the Vienna State Opera house,
historic palaces, traditional cafés, serene
parks and the imposing Hofburg Imperial
Palace, former residence of the Habsburg
emperors.

Despite its
imperial
splendor,
Vienna has
evolved into a
lively, modern
metropolis.

A splendid example of this convergence
of modern-day tastes and Habsburg
grandeur is the city’s most exclusive
shopping district, the Goldenes Quartier
(Golden Quarter), just a few steps from
the Imperial Palace. There you’ll find
flagship stores of international designer
labels like Prada, Saint Laurent, Bottega
Veneta and Louis Vuitton.

truly first-class seal of quality. Examples
include glass and chandelier maker
Lobmeyr; jewelers Köchert, Rozet &
Fischmeister and Anton Heldwein; elegant
gentlemen’s outfitters, Knize & Comp;
Augarten Wien porcelain and traditional
shoe maker, Rudolf Scheer & Söhne – all
of which are located in the first district
and offer unique quality made to measure.

Indulgence in the good things of life is
just as Viennese as its imperial history.
Purveyors to the Imperial Court are still
ubiquitous in the inner city and their fancy
portals are ornate with the “k.u.k.” sign.

The city’s Michelin-starred restaurants
offer world-class gourmet dining, often
with a distinct local touch that takes
Vienna’s traditional cuisine to the next
level.

Over the years, the distinction became
a highly prestigious honorary title and a

Steirereck, in Vienna’s Stadtpark (City
Park), is consistently ranked among

Photo credits, top: Coffeehouse Café-Restaurant at the Kunsthistorisches Museum © WienTourismus / Peter Rigaud. Bottom: Horse-drawn carriage at Michaelertor © WienTourismus /
Peter Rigaud.
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the world’s top nine restaurants. Another
Michelin-starred favorite is Edvard, known for
its contemporary, locally sourced dishes and
fine wine pairings.
At the belle époque Zum Schwarzen Kameel,
diners may sample Vienna’s classic dish,
Wiener Schnitzel (breaded veal cutlet).
Trendy restaurants like Motto am Fluss, on
the Danube Canal or Do & Co, overlooking
St. Stephen’s Square and small informal
eateries at the Naschmarkt (farmers market)
offer great food and people watching.
Opera lovers will enjoy the opulent Anna
Sacher Restaurant in the famous Hotel
Sacher, right next to the Vienna State Opera.
Those in search of a quick snack might
head to one of Vienna’s 70 sausage stands.
The Viennese Würstelstand is a legendary
institution, where Viennese gather for hot
sausages day and night. Operagoers in their
formal gowns and suits are a sight to behold
enjoying a sausage before they head home
in the wee hours of morning.

www.vienna.info

Exquisitely

SALZBURG

Following the archbishops’ footsteps into the
beautiful regions surrounding Salzburg, you’ll
pass the world’s largest ice caves at Werfen
to arrive at Hohenwerfen Fortress. Or try the
Hop-on-Hop-off bus from Salzburg to the
Fuschlsee and Salzkammergut lake region.

The surrounding areas of Salzburg stand
out for their sweeping, magnificent scenery
and rich historical significance. Celebrating
its 20th Anniversary as a
UNESCO World Heritage
Don’t miss the
Site in 2017, the old town of
trick fountains and
Salzburg features countless
baroque gardens
historic monuments and
at the 17th-century
baroque treasures, including
Hellbrunn Palace!
the DomQuartier, Mozart’s
birth house and imposing
Here you’ll also
Hohensalzburg Fortress.
find the Gazebo

SalzburgerLand is also a
haven for the food lovers.
The region boasts the
highest concentration of
internationally acclaimed
restaurants in Austria,
earning it the nickname “top
chef country.”

The Via Culinaria project
from “The Sound
This year marks a very special
is a tribute to this culinary
of Music.”
anniversary: 200 years of
legacy. Travelers may choose
Salzburg under Austrian
among eight culinary journeys
sovereignty. For over a
tailored to their tastes,
thousand years, Salzburg was a church-run
whether it’s pastries, beer and schnapps,
independent principality, governed by prince- fish or cheese. Especially noteworthy is the
archbishops who ruled the city’s spiritual and
culinary pathway for gourmets. This route
civic institutions. This rich history comes to
brings together the province’s very best
life in the “Bishop. Emperor. Everyman. 200
kitchens, from country inns with deep regional
Years of Salzburg in Austria” exhibit at the
roots to cosmopolitan inner-city eateries.
Salzburg Museum.
www.salzburg.info www.salzburgerland.com
Photo credits, top: Salzburg from Mirabell Gardens © Tourismus Salzburg. Bottom: Via Culinaria Server © SalzburgerLand Tourismus.

2016 Photo Contest

PARADISE FOUND
Saint Lucia
Alexandra Korey, advisor

JOIE DE VIVRE
Paris, France
Marianne Solem, traveler

“Our family’s first trip to
Europe was with our three
teenage daughters. Two
were high school cheerleaders, so what better place to
practice their jumps than
in front of the Eiffel Tower?
I used one of my daughters’
cameras to take this photo
of them midleap. If you
look closely, it appears that
they are spelling out the
word ‘joy.’ We used this
photo as our Christmas
card that year. It’s my favorite picture of my sweet
girls. I cherish it.”

SPEECHLESS
White Island,
Philippines
Jessica Kirchoff,
traveler
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“Looking out at the volcanic island of Camiguin, it
seemed as though our own eyes were deceiving us.
Could such a place really exist? Our smiles were conveniently captured then, right after we literally pinched
each other to make sure we weren’t dreaming.”

2016 Photo Contest

BROOKLYN BRIDGE
Brooklyn, New York
Kevin Dern, advisor

POOLSIDE SANCTUARY
Java, Indonesia
Leslie Thornton, traveler

“Amanjiwo resort in
central Java lives up
to its name, which
is derived from the
Sanskrit words for
‘peace’ and ‘soul.’ After
taking in the sunrise at
the nearby Borobudur
Buddhist temple, we
retreated to this stunning poolside garden
to relax and recharge.”

BROTHERS FROM
ANOTHER MOTHER
Kauai, Hawaii
Julie Floyd, traveler

SUN AND SHADOWS
Shanghai, China
Andrea González,
advisor
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TYING THE TURBAN
Jodhpur, India
Ashleigh O’Connor, advisor

“I took this photo at the
fifteenth-century Mehrangarh Fort. It wasn’t
until visiting Jodhpur that
I understood why traveling to India is considered a
life-changing experience.
It’s a fascinating place
where you interact with
other people and cultures,
get pushed out of your
comfort zone, and have
your perceptions challenged. This picture allows
you to reflect on the beauty and vibrant colors of
India, but also on society’s
different perspectives and
cultures.”

Bora Bora
AD XXXXX
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ALL ABOARD
Ireland’s first luxury sleeper train, the new Belmond Grand Hibernian,
is something to whistle about: an observation bar car designed after an Irish pub
and two dining cars that departs from Dublin on 40-passenger journeys around the island.
Three-day routes visit Belfast and the basalt Giant’s Causeway seafront in Northern Ireland;
five-day itineraries head south to Cork and the lush Lakes of Killarney, then west to Galway
and dramatic Connemara National Park. (Seven-day tours combine the two.) The all-inclusive
trips feature daily excursions to sights such as Blarney Castle and local pubs, with optional
opportunities to golf on one of the Emerald Isle’s famous greens. Weekly departures from $3,660
(three day) and $6,280 ( five day).
Giant’s Causeway, a UNESCO World Heritage site
of some 40,000 interlocking basalt columns.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6
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UP IN FLAMES

Fire rages across the culinary landscape as big
restaurant openings warm to open-flame cooking.

Clockwise, from left: Quinto La Huella, Leña Brava’s
striped bass, and grilled vegetable dishes from Gwen
and the restaurant’s interior.

CHICAGO: Inspired by northern Baja California,
Mexican cuisine master Rick Bayless’ new
Leña Brava (“ferocious wood”) grills or
wood-roasts virtually every hot dish on the
menu, from whole striped bass and octopus
“carnitas” to shrimp meatballs. The cool
side of the menu focuses on raw seafood,
and most of the wines hail from Baja’s
emerging Valle de Guadalupe. 900 West
Randolph Street; rickbayless.com.

MIAMI: An outpost of Parador La Huella, the
beach grill in Uruguay’s coastal José Ignacio, has surfaced stateside with downtown
Miami’s Quinto La Huella. A blackened steel
parrilla blisters rib eyes while wood ovens
roast shrimp. The restaurant joins Francis
Mallmann’s open-flame Los Fuegos at the
Faena Hotel Miami Beach as South America
sparks the city’s most delicious new dining
trend. 788 Brickell Plaza; quintolahuella.com.

LOS ANGELES: Australian chef Curtis Stone just
opened his second L.A. restaurant, Gwen,
a European-style butcher shop with a firestoked kitchen for in-house fine dining. The
retail counter, filled with beef, pork, game, and
house-made charcuterie, supplies the grills in
the 1920s-vintage Hollywood storefront. 6600
Sunset Boulevard; gwenla.com.

The new pawn-shop-inspired Beauty & Essex at The Cosmopolitan of Las
Vegas focuses on the gem and jewel side of the business rather than the
grit: Framed lockets line a corridor, patrons steal glimpses of each other at
a bar walled in mirrors, and pearl strands drape from the chandelier in the
10,000-square-foot space. As at the NYC original, chef Chris Santos has created
a menu of shared plates (Thai crispy shrimp, French onion soup dumplings,
lobster tacos) and the inventive cocktails are some of the best you’ll find on the
Strip. 3708 South Las Vegas Boulevard; beautyandessexlv.com.
Cash in: A new Vegas
outpost of Beauty & Essex.

ANCHOR AWEIGH

In 1993, Anchor Brewing’s Fritz Maytag, owner of one of the country’s first craft breweries, also helped pioneer
the microdistilling movement with Anchor Distilling. The spirits company has just opened its first public venue,
San Francisco’s Tasting Room, for what it calls “educational drinking.” (No cramming.) Thursday and Friday tours
($35) start at a rooftop garden that grows botanicals for spirits and continue with a guided tasting that introduces the distiller’s gins, whiskeys, and vodka. anchordistilling.com.
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(STRIPED BASS) GALDONES PHOTOGRAPHY, (VEGETABLE DISHES) QUENTIN BACON,
(BEAUTY & ESSEX) WARREN JAGGER

PAWN IN THE GAME

Stay two nights and receive the third night complimentary.*
Virtuoso exclusive amenities apply. Book and stay by September 2, 2016. Subject to availability.
*Please note that all package inclusions are exclusive of any applicable taxes, resort fee, and gratuities.
Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for reservations.

Passport

PERSON OF INTEREST

KATE McCUE,
Cruise Ship Captain

The first female U.S. megaship
captain, 38-year-old Kate McCue
helms Celebrity Cruises’ 2,518passenger Celebrity Summit six
months a year (three months on,
three off). The 20-year cruiseindustry veteran sails from New
Jersey to Bermuda by summer and
winters in the southern Caribbean.
DON’T LEAVE BERMUDA WITHOUT:

Sporting the trademark shorts and
knee-length socks, aka “hose.” It’s life
changing.
WHEN ON CELEBRITY SUMMIT,
MAKE SURE TO:

Try a scoop of Café al Bacio’s handmade gelato – the passion-fruit flavor
is out of this world!
BEST ADDITION FROM THIS
SPRING’S RENOVATIONS:

The Rooftop Terrace. It’s modern, comfortable, and an excellent place to relax
and watch a movie under the stars.
THE ONE SPECIALTY-RESTAURANT
DISH YOU’LL NEVER TIRE OF:

Too tough: Luminae’s fried chicken
and waffles with Tabasco-spiked honey
or Qsine’s “Disco Shrimp” – bouillonpoached tiger prawns with avocado,
tomato, celery, and crispy toppings.
TOP SPOT FOR HAPPY HOUR:

Tom Cruise and Cocktail don’t have
anything on Martini Bar & Crush staff
and potions.
THREE TIPS FOR STAYING FIT ON A CRUISE:

1. Find the gym on day 1. Repeat on
days 2, 3, 4 … 2. Swear off the elevators
and only take the stairs. Your thighs will
thank you. 3. Set limits – one dessert
a day, skip turndown chocolate on
alternate nights, etc.
ISLAND YOU LOOK FORWARD TO
ON WINTER ITINERARIES:

Barbados for pristine beaches; its
water’s great visibility and abundant
marine life also make it a favorite
diving destination.

It’s just like hanging a picture frame:
Find the right spot and use your power
tools for precision. Above all, measure
twice and park once.
A BIT OF ADVICE ABOUT CAPTAINS:

We don’t all have a parrot.
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BALL & ALBANESE

TRICK TO PARALLEL PARKING A
1,000-FOOT-LONG SHIP:

an oasis of luxury.

Sit back and relax in endless days of sunshine and all the
amenities you could ever image. Luxury. It’s where you choose
to stay and where you choose to live your passionate self.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your next holiday.
9 RESORT CITIES. ONE BEAUTIFUL OASIS.
palm springs | desert hot springs | cathedral city | rancho mirage
palm desert | indian wells | la quinta | indio | coachella

visitgreaterpalmsprings.com
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GEAR UP

TRAVEL TECH

A smarter way to hit the road.

1

3

In addition to
colored, natural
leather, and
metal bands,
look for designer
options from Tory
Burch and Public
School this fall.

3

2

2

4

Top earbuds distinguish
themselves with excellent
fit and passive sound blocking
that filters most ambient noise,
yet still lets you hear what you
need to – such as a passing car
during a jog. A new travel favorite: the GR10e from Brooklyn’s
Grado Labs, with lightweight,
silicone-tipped earbuds that
remain comfortable for hours
and stay put during exercise.
Best of all, while the drivers are
powerful, the sound defaults
to clarity over throbbing bass.
$399, gradolabs.com.

4
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Lock in an eagle’s eye of
the green with Garmin’s
Approach S6 golf watch,
which shows precisely where
the pin is, even if it’s blocked by
trees or you’re hitting out of a
deep trap. Using GPS coordinates and the company’s database of more than 40,000
courses worldwide, it provides
the distance to the hole, as well
as to the green’s front, back,
and center. Automatic scorekeeping, the ability to preview
the next hole’s doglegs and
bunkers, and a glove-friendly
color touch screen place the
S6 atop the golf-watch leaderboard. $350, garmin.com.

Global Entry cards aren’t
the only valuables travelers are advised to protect with
radio-frequency identification
sleeves: Credit cards – especially those supporting
contactless payment – are
vulnerable to tech-smart
thieves looking to steal info
remotely. Stewart/Stand’s
stainless steel wallets block
“sniffers” with a ballistic nylon
and flexible recycled-steel
exterior that breaks in like a
traditional leather wallet. If the
look is too flash, opt for the
leather models with embedded stainless steel. From $74,
stewartstand.com.

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) ADAM FORTNER

1

Part of a second wave of
more-intelligent wearable tech, the new Fitbit Alta
automatically records and
recognizes most workouts
without any swiping, tapping, or other fiddling to track
routines. (It also automatically
tracks the length and quality
of sleep, prompts users to be
more active after remaining
sedentary for too long, and
forwards texts, caller ID, and
calendar notifications from
their smartphones.) Wireless
syncing mirrors all info on
its app, whether that’s steps
toward a daily movement goal,
calories burned, or hourly
activity. From $130, fitbit.com.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
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THE LAYOVER

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Eat

Drink

Shop

Relax

Head to Wolfgang Puck’s new
Kitchen for brick chicken and
seared sea bass (Concourse
D). Nearby, Lebanese favorite
Shawarmanji has a following for
its breadless shawarma cups.
There’s no shame in craving
the perfect cheeseburger after
many days abroad. Two words:
Shake Shack (Concourse A).

Catch the game at the Draft
House (Concourse D) or classic
sports bar Heineken Lounge
(Concourse A), which serves the
Dutch pilsner as well as French
and Chilean wines and a full bar.

You can’t spend a few hours in
Dubai without lightening your
wallet considerably, even at the
airport: Pick up a Chanel bag,
Salvatore Ferragamo footwear,
Fendi kids’ clothes, and even
some duty-free gold bullion
at the new terminal’s concept
stores and boutiques.

Concourse D adds a whopping
nine lounges to the airport’s
mix, including two from Lufthansa. Book a massage or
facial at the on-site hotel’s spa
(accessed from concourses B
and C). Or spring for a session
in a soundproof SnoozeCube,
power-napping pods for all
(concourses C and D).

FLY QUIET CLASS: Lufthansa has announced a new partnership with Harman to provide its AKG N60 noise-canceling headphones to all
business-class seats in 2017.
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(ICON) PIOTREK CHUCHLA/THE NOUN PROJECT

The glossy $1.2 billion Concourse D catapults the capacity
of one of the world’s busiest airports to 90 million travelers a year.

©2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, The Luxury Collection and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

H O T E L S T H AT D E F I N E
T H E D E S T I N AT I O N ™
Situated at the crossroads of culture and commerce, the historic Palace Hotel is a legendary California landmark.
Experience a curated ensemble of the world’s most iconic destinations at The Luxury Collection hotels and resorts.
For reservations or further information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

PA L AC E H OT E L
A LUXURY COLLECTION HOTEL
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Passport
ART & CULTURE

THE EYE
IN IRONY

Magritte: The Treachery of
Images at Centre Pompidou in
Paris (September 21 through
January 23) explores the Belgian
master’s surrealism through five
motifs commonly found in his
work: fire, shadows, curtains,
words, and fragmented bodies.
centrepompidou.fr.
From left: René Magritte’s Dècalcomanie and
Les vacances de Hegel.

STAGE PRESENCE
 Chicago debuts the first production

 Founding fathers aren’t NYC’s only

 Across the pond, the talk of London’s

of 11-Tony-winning musical Hamilton
outside New York, beginning September
27 for an open run. Attendees won’t catch
creator Lin-Manuel Miranda onstage, but
a weekend getaway, including tickets,
travel, and a hotel, will likely run them less
than the show alone in New York, where
tickets are commanding upward of $800.
broadwayinchicago.com.

marquee draw, as Broadway continues its
romance with film stars in three anticipated openings: Diane Lane leads a new
adaptation of Chekhov’s classic The
Cherry Orchard, October 16 through December 4; the 1928 newspaper-based comedy The Front Page, October 20 through
February 5, will feature Nathan Lane and
John Goodman; and Les Liaisons Dangereuses enlists Liev Schreiber in French
seduction October 30 through January 22.
broadwaycollection.com.

West End focuses on venerable actors
Patrick Stewart and Ian McKellen sparring in No Man’s Land. Harold Pinter’s
dialogue-driven bromance runs September 8 through December 17 at Wyndham’s
Theatre. Another stage great, John Hurt,
takes his first bows in a decade alongside
Kenneth Branagh, who plays the title role
as a music hall song-and-dance man in
The Entertainer at the Garrick Theatre,
through November 12. nomanslandtheplay.
com; branaghtheatre.com.

From Left: Hamilton comes to Chicago’s Richard Rodgers Theatre, Janet McTeer stars with Liev Schreiber in Les Liaisons Dangereuses,
and Patrick Stewart and Ian McKellen hit the stage in London in No Man’s Land.
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(RENÉ MAGRITTE PAINTINGS) PHOTOTHËQUE R. MAGRITTE/BANQUE D’IMAGES, (HAMILTON) JOAN MARCUS,
(LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES) JOHAN PERSSON, (NO MAN’S LAND) LUKE FONTANA/CORBIS OUTLINE

In between frivolous summer shows and holiday staples, fall debuts hew to heartier fare.
Here’s what caught our eye in three theater capitals this season.

IT’S NOT A SUITE.
IT’S A STATE OF MIND.
MODERN LUXURY
LIVES HERE.

We offer modern luxury vacations with spacious staterooms,
amazing destinations, and itineraries on all seven continents.
To learn about our latest offers contact
your Virtuoso travel advisor.

© 2016 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

Passport
BOOKS
 COMPLETE NATIONAL
PARKS OF THE UNITED STATES
BY MEL WHITE (NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC, $40) Celebrating
this year’s National Park Service
centennial, National Geographic’s
definitive guide to the parks is as
inspiring as it is practical. Beautiful photography, detailed maps,
advice on top activities and the
best times to visit, and thoughtful commentary on each of the
park system’s 400-plus properties, from the rocky shoreline
of Maine’s Acadia to the
snowy peaks of Alaska’s Denali. If our
national parks are
America’s sacred
spaces, then this
is the family bible.
Yet his intentions soon reveal a far
more sinister game, as fact and
fiction blur with chilling results.
 HEROES OF THE FRONTIER
BY DAVE EGGERS (KNOPF, $29)
Thirty-eight-year-old Josie seems
to have her life together, with a successful dental practice, a house in
suburban Ohio, and two precocious
young children (by-products of a
marriage to her pathetic ex-husband, Carl). But when a malpractice
suit dissolves her business and Carl
asks to take the kids to Florida to

meet his new fiancée, Josie panics
and whisks them away to Alaska.
With no plans to return to the
Lower 48 – and no plan whatsoever
– Josie hurtles through the wilderness in a rented RV. The children
tumble around in the back, eager
accomplices on a great adventure,
as Josie races away from wildfires,
strange locals, and the burden of
her own mistakes. Critically acclaimed Eggers has returned with
a smart, searing, laugh-out-loud
novel with a heart as big as the
Alaskan backcountry.

 A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW
BY AMOR TOWLES (VIKING, $27)
Russia, 1922: Count Alexander
Rostov pens a poem deemed to
stoke aristocratic rebellion and is
sentenced by a Bolshevik tribunal
to house arrest in one of Moscow’s
grand old hotels: So begins Amor
Towles’ engrossing novel. From the
attic window of the Metropol, within
sight of the Kremlin and the Bolshoi, Rostov watches a nation in the
throes of revolution, while he must
learn how to live a meaningful life
within the confines of hotel walls.

GOOD TO GO

OWNER-TESTED

Luggage-company founder Andrew Yang drew on his
own travel needs to design the Custom House Tote,
a bag that holds a lot, is exceptionally light, and doesn’t
get too dirty with use. The rubber-backed nylon tote
provides strength and volume without sacrificing style.
While it opens wide for quick stashing and easy access,
a sturdy zipper lets it double as luggage in the overhead
bin. $135, customhouseintl.com.
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(BOOKS AND TOTE) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) ADAM FORTNER

 DEAR MR. M BY HERMAN
KOCH (HOGARTH, $26) The
Dutch author of the international
best seller The Dinner gives readers another taut psychological
suspense novel. Mr. M, a oncecelebrated author, is drifting
into obscurity, even in his native
Amsterdam, still leaning on the
fading success of a true-crime
mystery he wrote many years
ago. A curious neighbor, a journalist, requests an interview with Mr.
M in a supposed attempt to bring
the writer back from the margins.

Bon Voyage

Stay Awhile
SET SAIL
ON THE DANUBE
Three new ways to cruise
Europe’s second-longest river.

1

See Germany, Austria, Slovakia,
and Hungary on two wheels
through Uniworld’s new partnership with tour company Butterfield
& Robinson. On several eight-day
Munich-to-Budapest tours and
sailings aboard the 156-passenger
River Beatrice, cruisers disembark
with Butterfield & Robinson guides
for rides past the Wachau Valley’s
vineyards, Budapest’s baroque buildings, and more. Guides design routes
that focus on less-traveled paths and
local immersion; daily rides average
around 25 miles on mostly flat terrain.
Departures: Multiple dates, September 4, 2016, through September 17,
2017; from $7,995.

2

The latest addition to a multiyear
expansion that’s doubled its European fleet, Tauck’s 130-passenger
Joy debuted this summer and will
sail 12-day Prague-to-Budapest
itineraries into 2017. Staterooms and
suites are spacious by river cruising standards, ranging from 190
to 300 square feet, and eight new
loft-style cabins on the lower deck
are furnished with a platform seating
area and a window that opens electronically. Departures: Multiple dates,
September 1, 2016, through October
26, 2017; from $4,490.

3

Take in Austria’s countryside
from your seat at the Vista Bar
atop the Crystal Mozart, Crystal
Cruises’ first vessel for river cruising
(four more new ships will follow next
year). The 160-passenger Mozart
has six restaurants, an indoor pool,
and suites with French balconies and
marble bathrooms. Shore excursions
on ten-day roundtrip-from-Vienna
sailings will have passengers sipping
ale in Vienna and watching falconry
demonstrations in Bratislava, Slovakia. Departures: Multiple dates,
September 2, 2016, through December 10, 2018; from $3,795.

Cruising through Budapest on the River Beatrice.
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Take a little vacation from your vacation:
Azamara Club Cruises now gives passengers the
option to trade a night or two on board for more
time on land. Two- and three-day excursions
provide accommodations, meals, guides, and free
time to explore in 18 ports of call. On a 14-day,
Chennai, India-to-Singapore sailing, for example,
travelers disembark in Yangon, Myanmar, to
spend two days roaming the city’s local markets
and visiting a few of its thousands of pagodas,
temples, and monuments before rejoining the
690-passenger Azamara Journey as it departs for
Thailand. Departure: November 17; from $3,199.
Two-day Myanmar excursion from $999.

Catch a sunset and a
sunrise in Myanmar.

READY FOR THEIR CLOSE-UP. Coming next spring to Seabourn’s entire
fleet: loaner Swarovski Optik binoculars for optimal wildlife
viewing. Passengers can check out the long-range lenses – which
viewing
are currently available on Antarctica and Patagonia sailings – from
onboard expedition guides for use on Zodiac and other excursions.

Bon Voyage

ALL EYES ON DECK
Regent’s Seven Seas Explorer is cruising’s
hottest ship afloat.
Regent Seven Seas’ first new ship in 13 years is billed
as the world’s most luxurious cruise ship – and at
some $450 million to build, it’s definitely the costliest.
Senior editor Justin Paul hopped aboard an exclusive prechristening cruise to find out what the excitement’s about. Here,
five highlights from the 750-passenger Seven Seas Explorer.
NEW
SHIP

TASTEMAKERS: With custom Versace table settings, an
enormous aqua chandelier, and standout artichoke soup,
seafood, and rack of lamb, main dining room Compass Rose
could serve as a specialty restaurant on practically any other
line. On Explorer, that honor goes to steakhouse Prime 7,
intimate Parisian-style Chartreuse, and Asian-inspired
Pacific Rim. But hands down, the liveliest night out was the
final evening’s open-air barbecue – when the pool deck
transformed into a pop-up white-tablecloth party venue with
a live band and grilled meats, chilled seafood, and more.

➀
➁

ART WALK: Wherever he was in the world for the past two
and a half years, Norwegian Cruise Line Holding’s CEO Frank
Del Rio spent nearly every weekend shopping for Explorer’s
art. One of his favorite finds: Barcelona artist Eduardo ArranzBravo’s abstract Nou de Nou, which hangs near the Deck 4
gangway. Two Picasso lithographs flank the Regent Suite’s
black-lacquer door; Master Suite passengers may enter their
room to a Miró. There’s a Chagall at Prime 7, and no one could
miss the three-ton, cast-bronze Buddhist prayer wheel
outside Pacific Rim. Strolling the ship, it wasn’t uncommon
to find passengers stopping to admire pieces.

➂

➃

SPACE CASE: Though you could make a case for Explorer’s
art, Carrara marble, plush fabrics, and inlaid woodwork, the
ship’s defining luxury is, simply, more space. Mirrors, moldings, and clever lighting make ceilings appear loftier than
they are. Walk-in closets – even in midlevel suites – are much
larger than many home closets, and all stateroom balconies
comfortably accommodate sun loungers without feeling
cramped. (The four Grand Suites’ balconies have enough
space for a rollicking, butler-serviced deck party.) “I’ve been
cruising since 1972, and I’ve never been on a ship that has
more storage space than the Explorer,” says San Diego-based

1. The pool deck draws warmth from abundant natural wood- and
stonework in place of painted steel. 2. A double staircase and a
grand chandelier welcome passengers in the nine-deck-tall atrium.
3. Deck 4’s Explorer Lounge features nightly live music and a blackmarble bar. 4. Compass Rose and its wave-inspired chandelier.
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Bon Voyage

ADD IT UP

Accounting for Seven Seas Explorer’s opulence.

7

laps make
a mile on
Deck 12’s
jogging track.

14

decks on the ship
But you’ll find no
fun on Deck 13
(it doesn’t exist).

1

Total princess
godmothers:
(Charlene of Monaco)

$90,000

Cost of the Regent Suite’s
Savoir 1 mattress (before
bedding and installation)

Pounds of lobster
served on a typical
14-night cruise:

2,000
Virtuoso travel advisor Bonnie Sherman, one of nearly 100 Virtuoso
advisors on the ship. “Everything on board is of a larger scale.”

LIFE AT THE TOP: Explorer’s pièce de résistance: the Regent Suite,
a 4,443-square-foot, Hamptons-inspired residence that nearly
missed the boat. (It wasn’t in the original ship plans – architects
added Deck 14 to accommodate it.) Three chandeliers, a Dakota
Jackson-designed Steinway Arabesque piano, and a 270-degree
captain’s view over the bow highlight the space. But it’s the private
spa that shines brightest, with gilded walls, heated ceramic loungers,
and a hot tub. At $10,000 a night it doesn’t come cheap – but then
the top suites at The Connaught or Hotel Bel-Air go for double that,
and they don’t include limitless spa treatments, a private car and
driver in every port, and a constantly changing ocean view.
The Seven Seas Explorer sails the Caribbean December through
March from Miami. Ten- to 14-day itineraries from $5,500.
From top: Regent Suite’s living room and wet bar,
and pan-Asian restaurant Pacific Rim.
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473

1

Primat of Veuve
Clicquot used
for christening
Which would
fill:
glasses

216

5

exclusive Guerlain
bath products in top
suites (plus a bottle
of Eau de Cologne
Impériale)

0

cabins without
balconies

Unlimited
Number of Regent
Suite guests’ complimentary Canyon Ranch
Spa treatments

(GUERLAIN BATH PRODUCTS) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY ADAM FORTNER,
(LOBSTER) KUNST-MP/ISTOCK

FLOWER POWERED: Canyon Ranch and Red Flower teamed up for
treatments exclusive to the ship’s spa. Along with eight treatment
rooms, the Deck 5 oasis holds a cold room, infrared sauna, and, adjoining the teak terrace, an inﬁnity plunge pool off Explorer’s stern.

Crystal chandeliers:

Suite Talk

Coming Attractions

Three soon-to-open getaways on the horizon.

VINTAGE
VOWS
Couples eyeing a destination
wedding in Napa can add a
new venue to their “I do’s”:
The Carneros Inn’s justrenovated Arbor. As part of a
multimillion-dollar enhancement at the 86-cottage
resort, the outdoor venue
for up to 175 guests frames
valley and mountain views
with fragrant lavender and
crepe myrtle trees and two
stately palms around its trellis. Add the bubbling water
feature and eco-friendly
(as well as heel-saving) turf
and you’ve got an entirely
new meaning for the Napa
crush. Cottages from $525,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 spa credit. Wedding
packages from $5,000.

Goin’ to the Arbor.

Plan for margaritas on the
beach at Andaz Mayakoba.

OIn March 2017, the
plantation-inspired Park
Hyatt St. Kitts will debut
126 guest rooms – some with
private rooftop pools – and
a three-bedroom villa on the
island’s Banana Bay. Guests
can expect family and adultsonly pools, a kids’ camp, and
a spa fronted by an expansive yoga lawn. Doubles from
$400, including a welcome
gift, breakfast daily, and a
$100 resort credit.

OThe 214 rooms at
Andaz Mayakoba Resort
Riviera Maya face either
the Caribbean beachfront
or the property’s mangrovefringed lagoons. Scheduled
to open in December, the
Andaz will be home to four
restaurants and lounges,
four swimming pools, nature
trails, and canal boat rides.
Doubles from $650, including breakfast daily and a
farewell gift.

OSouthern California’s
Wilshire Boulevard gains a
new landmark next spring
with the 170-room Waldorf
Astoria Beverly Hills. A
few reasons to check in: a
cabana-lined rooftop pool,
floor-to-ceiling windows
and private balconies in
guest rooms, and the to-beannounced restaurant from
celebrated French chef JeanGeorges Vongerichten. Rates
to be announced.

ROOM WITH A VROOM
Sleep and sightsee in true Italian style: Through October, guests
of the 95-room Armani Hotel Milano can borrow the hotel’s
custom-built Vespa 946 scooter for the day. Afterward, settle in at
the Armani/Bamboo Bar to toast the adventure. Doubles from $563,
including a welcome gift, breakfast daily, and a $100 dining credit. Vespa
experience from $640, including one night’s accommodations, breakfast,
a complimentary cocktail in the hotel bar, and driver’s insurance.
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9:47PM
The moment you defined
“personal best time.”

Whether you’re taking an early morning run
along the Thames, kayaking along Bermuda’s
coast or simply swimming in luxury in Southern
California, our hotels and resorts connect you
to the best of the world’s most spectacular
destinations. The next time you’re looking for a
truly breathtaking experience, make London’s
The Savoy, Bermuda’s Hamilton Princess &
Beach Club or Southern California’s premier
hotel, the Fairmont Grand Del Mar, your home
base for dazzling adventures.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to find
your Fairmont moment.

Suite Talk

Sound Suite digs,
from left: the lounge,
mixing room, and
vocal booth.

PUMP UP THE VOLUME
How to drop a beat on vacation: Make use of the new W Sound Suite at the W Bali – Seminyak. The 229-room resort’s recording studio was designed by the W’s worldwide music director, DJ White Shadow (he’s worked with Lady Gaga), to serve
both touring musicians and inspired guests. The soundproof, 600-square-foot studio features a mixing room with
professional equipment, a vocal booth, and a lounge for socializing between sessions. W Hotels Worldwide plans to
expand the program, opening another sound suite at the W Barcelona later this year. Doubles from $324, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit. Sound Suite, $150 for four hours.

A SPARKLING SPLURGE: Go all out to discover Baccarat’s glittering 250-year history on a new 12-day, six-country private jet tour,
which begins with a night at the 114-room Baccarat Hotel & Residences New York and continues with VIP access and private
tours of the French crystal maker’s boutiques and museums in Paris, Moscow, Seoul, and more. $300,000 for two, including
private jet transfers, accommodations, meals, and activities.

Oahu’s quiet side: The new Four
Seasons Resort at Ko Olina.

Hawaiian Debut
A favorite vacation destination of King
Kamehameha, Oahu’s rugged west
coast is dotted with lush mountains,
secluded coves, and pristine beaches.
Soak it all in at the new Four Seasons
Resort Oahu at Ko Olina, where nearly
all of the 371 rooms frame Pacific
views with floor-to-ceiling windows and
private balconies or lanais. Guests can
spend days on outrigger canoe expeditions or lazing on the lagoon-fronted
beach. Doubles from $575, including
breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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THE LOBBY LOUNGE

THE GRAND HOTEL WITH A HEART
The Full Moon chandelier created by Parisian designer Chafik Gasmi. A single red crystal bauble
amongst a thousand represents the heart of London’s 21st Century Grand Hotel.
Welcome to Corinthia London.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR RESERVATIONS

Inspired By

1.

BLUMA PROJECT
Tassel
Tassel Talitha earrings, $98,
shoplatitude.com

2.

YOSUZI
Kerala hat, $395,
yosuzi.com

Peruvian Color

3.

MUZUNGU SISTERS
Fique Mochila Pom Pom bag, $225,
muzungusisters.com
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Weaving and textile making in Peru’s Sacred Valley and Cuzco stretch back millennia,
to pre-Inca times. But the Incas, widely regarded as masters of the craft, elevated the art
form, prizing textiles above even silver and gold. Andean weaving continues to thrive in
Peru – and, lately, it’s inspiring trends on far-flung runways as well. National Geographic
Expeditions’ eight-day tour of Machu Picchu, Cuzco, and the Sacred Valley explores the
area’s Inca legacy with visits to important archaeological sites, handicraft markets,
and more. Departures: Multiple dates through 2017; from $5,490.

(GIRL) ISTOCK

Taking style cues from a long and
brilliant Andean tradition.

A breathtaking getaway for relaxation, rejuvenation, romance and world-class dining.
It is a place where ancient civilizations embrace each other and where the passionate nature
of Mexico is soothed by the gentle touch of the Far East.

Sanctuary For The Senses

B ANYAN T REE .COM

City to Go

Village Vibe
Low-key living in Berlin’s
Prenzlauer Berg. BY CAROL PUCCI
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CLARA TUMA

GO FOR In a once-neglected part
of Berlin’s former Communist
east, the now-gentrified neighborhood of Prenzlauer Berg has
tree-lined streets and restored
nineteenth-century buildings,
most of which survived World
War II bombing. Visit the Berlin
Wall Memorial, find local designers at the Mauerpark Sunday
market, and learn about life
under the Soviets at Kulturbrauerei, a museum inside a breweryturned-cultural center. The
best streets fan out from pretty
Kollwitzplatz: Follow the couples
pushing strollers along wide sidewalks to cafés and restaurants,
many with outdoor terraces facing low-traffic thoroughfares.
Clockwise from top left: The Berlin Wall
Memorial, Kleid & Schuh, rum-spiked
cocoa at Kaffeehaus SowohlAlsAuch,
Mauerpark Sunday market finds, and
Gugelhof’s tarte flambée Gugelhof with
cream cheese, salmon, and capers.
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EAT Berliners love a leisurely
breakfast. Order it anytime on
the terrace (blankets provided) at
Café-Restaurant Anna Blume

(Kollwitzstrasse 83). Share the
three-tier platter, piled high with
fresh fruit, meats, cheeses,
smoked salmon, and veggies.
President Clinton chose the refined Gugelhof (Knaackstrasse
37) for a traditional Alsatian
meal when he visited Berlin
in 2000. Candles and flowers
decorate rustic wooden tables,
and classic specialties include
asparagus cream soup and fresh
trout braised in riesling.
Pâtissier Guido Fuhrmann
creates edible works of art at
Werkstatt der Süsse (Husemannstrasse 25). Choose from
20 types of tarts made with
seasonal ingredients such as
lavender and wild blueberries.

DRINK Chestnut trees shade
long tables at PraterGarten

LUXURY
IS NEVER

TO ASK
H AV I N G

Introducing your Royal Genie — the ultimate insider, crafting exclusive one-of-a-kind experiences, all designed
around you. From granting you exclusive access to the best of everything onboard to having your favorite
wine waiting after a day of adventures ashore. Your Royal Genie makes sure you have everything you want.
And more than you ever imagined.

Discover everything the Royal Genie can craft for you onboard
Oasis ®, Allure ®, Anthem ® and the brand new Harmony of the Seas SM.

Contact Your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor To Learn About Virtuoso Exclusive Amenities.

The Royal Suite Class program is available for sailings on Oasis Class ships and Anthem of the Seas. Suite Class program benefits, amenities, and services vary by suite category, ship and itinerary, and are subject to change without notice.
Additional program terms apply. Contact your travel advisor for complete terms and conditions. ©2016 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas.16051399 • 6/22/2016

City to Go

tip
“After 8 PM, the living-room-style
Weinerei Forum café (Fehrbelliner
Strasse 57) turns into a wine bar that
works on the honor principle: You ‘rent’
a wine glass for two euros, then help
yourself to as much vino as you like
and decide what you want to pay.”
– Claudia Kapp, Virtuoso travel
advisor, Santa Barbara
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Clockwise from left:
The Lavender cocktail from
Bryk Bar’s “Smokey Gin Tonic”
menu, on the street, a seasonal sugar fix at Werkstatt der
Süsse, and Matthias Frank’s
designs at his Schmucklabor.

(Kastanienallee 7-9), Berlin’s
oldest beer garden, where families, thirsty construction workers, and tourists mingle over
glasses of house-brewed pilsner
and bratwurst sandwiches.

SHOP Find silver and gold
pendants, rings, and bracelets
handcrafted by jewelry designer
Matthias Frank at his Schmucklabor gallery and workshop
(Husemannstrasse 4).

At the more intimate Bryk Bar
(Rykestrasse 18), parsley-flecked popcorn accompanies cocktails spiked with fruit vinegars
and fresh herbs.

Sven Peter sells photos of more
than 100 city scenes at his
DulceMedia stall at the Mauerpark flea market (Bernauerstrasse 63-64).

Candles flicker atop marble
tables at cozy Kaffeehaus SowohlAlsAuch (Kollwitzstrasse
88). Warm up with rum-laced
hot chocolate or tea infused
with whiskey.

Shop for breezy, casual dresses
at Kleid & Schuh – German for
“dress and shoe” (Sredzkistrasse 34). The limited-edition line is
made at the brand’s atelier just
down the block.
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STAY Overlooking the Brandenburg Gate, Hotel Adlon
Kempinski first opened in 1907
as Europe’s premier luxury
lodging. The building burned
shortly after World War II ended
and was rebuilt after the fall of
the Berlin Wall, incorporating
many original design details in
its 385 rooms and suites. Book
a yoga lesson, borrow a bike
for a ride in nearby Tiergarten
park, or sample currywurst and
Champagne on the terrace facing the U.S. embassy. Doubles
from $350, including a welcome

amenity, breakfast daily, and a
$90 hotel credit.
With 195 rooms, Regent Berlin
faces the domes of two historic
churches and the city’s famous
concert hall on Gendarmenmarkt square. In-room information includes insight from the
hotel’s doormen, chefs, and
housekeepers on how to spend a
perfect day in Berlin. Don’t miss
afternoon tea served fireside in
the lounge. Doubles from $290,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

The place to be seen.
.
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e
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It’s only one flight, but a whole other world away.
Fiji’s splendid isolation, white sand beaches and crystal clear
waters make it the perfect place to escape and unwind.
And with the daily direct flights from LAX and a new seasonal
services from SFO, happiness is closer than you think!
Visit www.fiji.travel/us/virtuoso to find out more.

Interview

Why I Travel
Mark Burrows explores the globe with a carry-on
and riding boots in tow. INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN
of the frequent-flyer miles Mark Burrows has racked
up over the years. As one of Australia’s leading investment bankers, Burrows, now in his 70s and still working, decades ago mastered the long haul from Sydney to financial
centers in New York, London, and beyond. He enjoys a good holiday
too, and entrusts the finer details of travel to his longtime Sydneybased Virtuoso advisor, Fay Cohen. “I think I must have underwritten her business,” Burrows jokes.

Australia’s Great Ocean Road
and (above) Mark Burrows
sailing off Portofino, Italy.

“

Travel is essential to
what I do. As a banker, as
a chairman, as someone with
diverse passions, I need to be in
many places. In the past year,
I’ve been to Argentina, ridden
horses in Patagonia, holidayed
in France for a couple of weeks,
and visited Paris lots of times.
Holland, China, New York, Mount
Desert Island in Maine – I tend
not to stay put.

Even if I’m ﬂying ﬁrst
class, I never get to an airport
with less than an hour and a half
to spare. Time eases stress.

Underpacking is also essential. People need to understand there’s something called
laundry. If the hotel laundry is
too expensive, go around the
corner. Or better yet, buy clothing where you are. It’s cheaper
than food in most places.

My packing list for a week
or four: I carry a suit and one
of those wonderful Japanese
quilted jackets you can roll up
into a ball. I have ﬁve business
shirts, two casual shirts, a pair of

Everybody goes to Aspen to ski, but summer is really the time to
visit. The festivals, the brilliant blue skies, the options for horse
riding and being outdoors – it’s almost painfully beautiful.
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slacks, and a few essential items.
The only thing that’s extra in my
carry-on are my riding trousers.
I put another, smaller bag on top
with an extra pair of shoes and
my riding boots. That’s it!

I’m not like my children.
I don’t ‘Google up’ where I’m
going. Sure, I can check the
weather myself, but otherwise
I’m in the hands of people in
the know.

Years ago Fay said,
‘There’s a place you need to go
called the Atacama.’ I asked,
‘Where the hell is that?’ It happens to be the most remote,
hottest, highest, driest desert
on earth. I said to my secretary,
‘Clearly we haven’t paid Fay’s
bills. She’s trying to kill me!’ But
after one holiday there, I went
back again. One day you go
through a tunnel built a thousand years ago by convicts,
another you see the ﬂamingos,
another you see the cacti. I went
to the Galápagos and saw the
blue-footed boobies – they’re
OK, but the Atacama is truly a
spiritual place.

I’m a widower and now have
two grown-up married children.
In the early days, just after my
wife died, that’s when I really
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LEVEN MILLION: THAT’S A CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE

connected with Fay. She was the woman who
first sent me to Africa. I had these two young
teenage girls, and Fay organized an incredible safari to Kenya and Tanzania. It was a
restorative trip and the beginning of a love
affair with Africa.

Horseback riding in
Patagonia’s Torres del
Paine National Park.

I sometimes forget that Australia is a
great place to travel, with so much diversity:
Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, Tasmania. You
have the spirituality of the center at Uluru and
in The Kimberley, but you also have the most
livable cities on earth. Tourists can participate in life’s finest just by walking through
Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, or Adelaide.

One of these days, I’m going to sit and
watch the silverback gorillas in Rwanda. Now
that would be a remarkable experience. I also
want to do a section of the Silk Road. I’m a
dendrologist and a gardener. A great deal of
what you see in gardens in America – dogwoods, rhododendrons, azaleas – they all
come from China, and I’d like to see them in
their native setting.

“
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M
Dream
Weavers
Shopping for Lake Como’s designer
silks at the source.
BY EMMA SLOLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN WRIGHT
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UCH AS CLOUDS THREAD BE-

Silk threads and
tween the peaks of the craggy
(right) design work at
Grigne Mountains at Lake Pierangelo Masciadri.
Como’s northern end, so this
charmed region of Lombardy is woven with legends, intrigue, and an
aristocratic history littered with grandees. And woven tightly through
that history is a tiny creature with an outsize reputation – the silkworm.
It’s no secret that Italy is responsible for some of the world’s finest textiles. But silk has been an intrinsic part of life in Como since
the sixteenth century, when the trade thrived thanks to the Po River
Valley’s many mulberry farms (silkworms eat only mulberry leaves).
While raw production moved back to China after World War II, a
handful of companies here dominate the global market for the end
product: seta, or silk. Almost every high-end fashion house you can
think of – Armani, Valentino, Hermès, Dolce & Gabbana, Saint Laurent – sources its dyed and printed silk from Como.
Even if you lack the clout of a big-name design house, accessing
Lake Como’s silk route is simple. The variety and quality of its fabric are unmatched, and the chance of scoring a one-of-a-kind find is
high. Start your seta search in these three towns.

Where the memories they make
last infinitely longer.

On Location at Montage Deer Valley

Whether your plans call for a romantic retreat, a family adventure or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the legendary
shores of Hawaii to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
B E V E R LY H I L L S | D E E R VA L L E Y | K A PA L U A B AY
L AG U N A B E AC H |

PA L M E T T O B L U F F
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tip
“From Villa d’Este you can walk to
one of my favorite recent discoveries
in Cernobbio, Italyssima, a shop selling
beautiful handmade Italian products
such as local silk scarves and wool/silk
pashminas. Keep in mind that stores
stay open until 7 pm, but close for
three hours midday.”
– Peggy Purtell, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Bellagio: DESIGNER HAVEN
On one of Bellagio’s steep, cobbled side
streets, designer Pierangelo Masciadri
(Salita Mella 19; masciadri.tv) showcases
his silk artistry in vibrant scarves, stylish
ponchos, and baroque handbags inspired by
everything from dragonflies to sixteenthcentury Gonzaga lords. A short stroll away,
at her fashion-forward eponymous boutique, Silvia Saraceno (Via Garibaldi 39)
creates butter-soft scarves from silk and
viscose – along with a line of ballet slippers,
woven-leather tote bags, and candylike resin jewelry. Saraceno’s 18 years at Giorgio Armani show in her eye for detail and tailoring,
and everything is made in Italy, naturally.

Clockwise from top left: Como’s historic center, antique silk-weaving tools at Museo della Seta,
the village of Bellagio, Gianoli boutique’s Cristina Gianoli, and silk production at the Ratti Group.
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Como: THE RAW DEAL
At the lake’s southern tip, Como itself –
the largest and most bustling of the lakeside villages – is rich with silk finds. Many
of Como’s older citizens remember a time
when every family had a silkworm farm at
home for extra income. They’d stash the litters in drawers and listen to the caterpillars
munch mulberry leaves through the night.
For an orientation, peek into Museo Didattico della Seta di Como (Via Castelnuovo
9; museosetacomo.com) to trace the role the
silk trade has played in this town’s fortune;
rooms display antique textile machinery
salvaged from a nearby mill.
The Antonio Ratti Foundation, housed in
the ivy-covered seventeenth-century Villa
Sucota (Via per Cernobbio 19; fondazione
ratti.org), contains a vast collection of textiles, from Renaissance velvets to scraps of

©2016 Abercrombie & Kent USA, LLC CST #2007274-20

Around the World
by Private Jet:
The Tropics to
the Arctic
May 1–26, 2017 | Limited to 50 guests
$129,000 per person, double occupancy
Colombia | Easter Island | French Polynesia
Solomon Islands | The Philippines | Mongolia
Uzbekistan | Russia | Iceland
Set out on the journey of a lifetime as one of
50 privileged guests on an itinerary personally
developed by A&K founder Geoffrey Kent. Sample
exotic destinations ranging from Easter Island, home
of the astonishing moai statues, to the Philippines,
where you swim with massive whale sharks.
You also experience reef diving in French Polynesia,
a private Naadam Games performance in Mongolia
and Iceland’s geothermal wonders — all while enjoying
the comforts of A&K’s exclusively chartered Boeing
757, featuring 50 fully lie-ﬂat, ﬁrst-class seats.

All of A&K’s Private Jet journeys
feature ﬁrst-class, fully lie-ﬂat seats.

To reserve your seat on this journey,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
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®
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“We never
wanted to
be the biggest
travel company
in the world,
just the best.”
—George Butterfield
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Handcrafting small group
and private luxury travel
experiences since 1966.

An artist designs silk
patterns for the Ratti Group.

third-century fabrics found on archaeological
digs in Egypt. The Ratti Group – overseen by
second-generation owner Donatella Ratti –
still supplies many fashion houses, employing artists to hand-sketch toile patterns onto
silk and screen-print scarves for companies
such as Ralph Lauren.
To shop for silk in Como, grand emporiums such as In Seta (Piazza Cavour
8-11; incomo.com) on Cavour Square and
A. Picci (Via Vittorio Emanuele II 54; apicci.
it) stock Como-made silk attire in abundance. Whimsical boutique Gianoli (Via
Paolo Carcano 4; gianoligianoli.it), hidden in
a leafy courtyard, and tiny 18 del Pero (Via
Adamo del Pero 18; 18delpero.com) sell highquality hand-printed scarves and tailored
blouses. For your own projects and bespoke
tailoring, purchase silk by the meter at the
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Ratti outlet in Guanzate (Via Madonna
32; ratti.it), an industrial zone just outside
Como, where you can also shop for ties,
shawls, and more – as you can at the Mantero outlet (Via Riccardo Mantero 4, Grandate; mantero.com), from another of Como’s
famous textile families.
Cernobbio: TAILOR TOWN
Just as the silkworm amounts to nothing
without its mulberry leaves, so a beautiful bolt of raw silk demands a world-class
tailor. One of the lake’s most revered, Lino
Orefice, is found in Cernobbio, about a mile
northwest of Como on the lake’s western
shore. Founded in 1856 by Lino’s greatgrandfather, Sartoria Orefice atelier (Via
Regina 16; sartoriaorefice.com) has outfitted
politicians and various royalty – Hollywood

I N T R O D U C I N G T R U M P® I N T E R N A T I O N A L H O T E L , W A S H I N G T O N D . C .
An extraordinary restoration of the historic Old Post Office, opening September 12, 2016.
Featuring 263 luxurious guest rooms, The Spa by Ivanka Trump, and BLT Prime by David Burke.
N E W YO R K | C E N T R A L PA R K & S O H O

C H I C AG O

E s ta te C o l l e c t i o n W I N E RY | C H A R LOT T E SV I L L E

L AS V E G AS

WA I K I K I

S COT L A N D | A B E R D E E N

MIAMI

TO R O N TO

C o m i n g S oo n VA N CO U V E R

PA N A M A

IRELAND | DOONBEG

R I O D E JA N E I R O

BALI

LIDO
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and otherwise – ever since. Director Luchino
Visconti liked his suits made from shantung
silk, as did Clark Gable, who had a jacket
made while staying in town. A current client
recently flew Orefice to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, for a fitting.
For custom garments, make an appointment to discuss designs – the family recommends reserving a time around two weeks in
advance, although they do welcome walk-ins
too – and expect up to three fittings in person. (Ideally you’ll need to be in town for at
least four days.) Bespoke suits take around
80 hours to make, start at around $5,700, and
can be shipped anywhere in the world – as
can the tailor, apparently, for a price.
Though Orefice focuses on custom pieces,
the shop stocks double-breasted silk shirts
with contrasting cuffs and white piping, silk
ties shot through with gold thread, and cashmere and silk sweaters. While the silkworms
may be gone, here, as elsewhere around the
lake, beauty is woven into the fabric of life.

Top tailor: Cernobbio’s
Lino Orefice.

WELL-SUITED
Sure fits for your next vacation in Lake Como.
WHEN TO GO Most Lake Como hotels, restaurants, and sights open
seasonally, usually from March or
April through November.
STAY Set in the small village of
Tremezzina, the family-run Grand
Hotel Tremezzo’s 90 rooms offer
either historic gilded splendor or
sleek contemporary style. There’s
a private collection of framed silk
scarves in a drawing room, while
glass cases in the hallways display
contemporary finery fit for royalty.
Guests can step out in style by
borrowing a classic Alfa Romeo or
Ruy, the hotel’s vintage Venetian
motor launch. This season, the
hotel debuted a spa with floorto-ceiling windows overlooking
the lake. Doubles from $515, including breakfast daily, a winetasting once during stay, a 25-minute
spa treatment, and complimentary entrance to Villa Carlotta
and its gardens.
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Lake Como’s newest arrival,
30-suite Il Sereno perches on a
tranquil promontory near the tiny
east-shore village of Torno. Designer Patricia Urquiola’s pareddown, contemporary interiors
place a strong focus on natural
materials and textures. Doubles
from $840, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.
Known for its Renaissance gardens
and breezy poolside terrace, Villa
d’Este comprises two palaces just
outside Cernobbio that date to
1568. The hotel’s 152 guest rooms
overflow with antiques, oil paintings,
and vintage textiles. Doubles from
$620, including breakfast daily
and a complimentary minibar.
Bellagio’s 95-room Grand Hotel
Villa Serbelloni exudes an aristocratic gentility that has attracted
the likes of Churchill and Al Pacino
since opening in 1873. Its opulent

decor – frescoes, coffered ceilings,
antique Persian rugs – and lemonscented gardens lend the neoclassical villa a timeless air. Doubles from
$690, including breakfast daily, a
bottle of spumante on arrival, and
an $85 dining or spa credit.
EAT While in Bellagio, pull up a
classic bentwood chair and order
an aperitivo at Bar Caffe Rossi,
with its elegant art deco wood
and mirrors, or go for a gelato on
the terrace, the optimum spot
for people-watching as the ferry
arrives. Piazza Giuseppe Mazzini
22, Bellagio.
Bucking Como’s fondness for all
things traditional, Pane & Tulipani,
a café/florist hybrid, features tin
pails heaped with flowers, bell jars
holding pastries and meringues,
and young baristas dispensing
perfect espresso – all in an airy,
bright corner location in Old Town.

Via Lambertenghi 3, Como; panee-tulipani.com.
Il Solito Posto (“The Usual
Place”) is that charming, casual
neighborhood joint you always
hope to stumble on for comfortfood classics – rustic risottos,
grilled scampi, and osso buco –
paired with an impressive Italian
wine list. Via Lambertenghi 9,
Como; ilsolitoposto.net.
Don’t leave the lake without having lunch at Locanda dell’Isola
Comacina, a legendary terrace
restaurant on the island of
Comacina. Since 1976, owner
Benvenuto Puricelli has entertained diners with his mix of
charisma and a set menu of dishes
such as lake trout finished with a
flamboyant “fire ceremony” that
supposedly exorcises a curse put
on the island. Isola Comacina;
comacina.it.

Explore the exceptional cuisine of Hong Kong, the culinary capital of Asia and one of the world’s foremost dining destinations with 87
Michelin stars. From celebrity chef menus to savory street food, gourmet enthusiasts will enjoy a gastronomic adventure, relishing a
tapestry of tastes only found in Hong Kong.

Exquisite Epicurean Experience at InterContinental Hong Kong: 3 Nights from US$2,500*
Internationally acclaimed as one of the world’s finest hotels, InterContinental Hong Kong takes dining to a new level with two celebrity
chef restaurants, both offering stunning views of Victoria Harbor and the city’s glittering skyline.
As a Virtuoso member, you will enjoy buffet breakfast for two at your choice of either Harbourside Restaurant or Club InterContinental,
a US$100 food & beverage credit, complimentary internet access and a room upgrade upon arrival, plus all of the following:
• 3 nights’ accommodations in an Executive Harborview Suite (or upgrade to a Deluxe Suite at US$2,900)
• Access to Club InterContinental (Executive Lounge) with daily buffet breakfast, afternoon tea and evening cocktails
• Create-Your-Own Bento Box Lunch for two at NOBU showcasing its acclaimed Japanese cuisine
• Dinner for two at the 2-Michelin star Yan Toh Heen with tea pairing by renowned Tea Sommelier Kelvin Ng
• Round-trip airport/hotel limousine transfer
• A bottle of Perrier Jouët Champagne as a welcome amenity
*The price is per room plus 10% service charge (based on double occupancy). Additional nights are available at the best available rate. This package is valid
through December 28, 2016 subject to advance reservation and availability.

In My Bag

II

WANT MY 10-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER

to know there’s a big world outside of
her stomping grounds,” says Lauren
Renfrow. The Dallas-based owner of
Times Two Design, a home decor company,
also travels for creative inspiration. Whether
on a London-and-Cotswolds jaunt for her
mother’s 70th birthday or a ski weekend
in Park City with friends during Sundance,
Renfrow packs a carry-on. “I can’t stand
toting a monster bag,” she says. She entrusts Virtuoso travel advisor Lila Fox of New
Orleans to handle every detail: “Her taste is
impeccable, and her spirit of adventure is
contagious. From arranging a car service or
tour guide to an extra welcome at the hotel,
Lila makes traveling an absolute breeze.”

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. Dr. Dennis Gross

Alpha Beta Universal
Daily Peel pads
for looking refreshed.

2.
2

A Diane von Furstenberg
woven cashmere scarf for the
plane – and as a complement for
travel outfits.

5

3

MY TRAVEL
ESSENTIALS
Designer Lauren Renfrow travels light, looking for inspiration.
PORTRAIT BY HEATHER HAWKINS
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. A Moleskine soft-cover journal to jot
down ideas that pop into my mind.

4. My small, lightweight Chanel
Wallet on a Chain keeps my
essentials organized with just
enough space for my phone.

5. Perky Jerky, in the turkey Sweet
& Snappy flavor, for refueling.

Some moments are worth remembering

...others are unforgettable

For reservations and information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
H A L E K U L A N I PA S T, P R E S E N T, F O R E V E R . . .

Bottle Service

ORANGE
CRUSH
An ancient style of wine is
a boon for seasonal feasts.
BY LANEE LEE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL
STYLING BY ADAM FORTNER

W

ITH LEAVES – AND MENUS –

changing, fall color is extending to what’s swirling in
the stemware of in-the-know
wine drinkers. Orange or amber wines, an
ancient style originally from the Republic
of Georgia, are trending today, thanks to an
interest in natural wines (produced sans
chemical or mechanical intervention). These
vintages are made in much the same way now
as they were 5,000 years ago, when they were
fermented in giant, underground terra-cotta
vessels called qvevri (pronounced ‘KEV-ree’).
“I like that when I open certain bottles,
I’m opening a portal to the palate of the notso-recent past, and tasting something similar
to the wines our ancestors may have savored
thousands of years ago,” says Lou Amdur,
owner of L.A.’s respected natural-wine em
emporium Lou Wine Shop & Tastings.
Now produced mostly in Italy, Slovenia,
and Georgia, orange wines are actually white
wines fermented with grape skin and seed
contact, which gives them their arresting color, a meaty body, and red-wine-like tannins.
Drink them with foods you might otherwise pair with light-bodied reds: “Earthy
flavors, such as squash, root vegetables,
nuts, grains, and mushrooms, all do exceptionally well with orange wines,” says winemaker James Christopher Tracy of Channing
Daughters – a U.S. forerunner in the orange
wine movement.
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Autumn in a bottle:
Orange wines to try.

Moscow, the city of
grandeur, is truly an iconic
destination. You’ll be steps
from the Kremlin, Red Square,
St. Basil’s Cathedral and
the city’s key attractions at
Four Seasons Moscow, in the
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THE BOTTLES
LAURENT BANNWARTH 2013 LA PETITE
FOLIE (ALSACE, FRANCE), $29 This is a

pét-nat-style wine (meaning that it’s bottled
during the early stages of fermentation to
create light effervescence), made from 100
percent gewürztraminer grapes, with pear,
floral, and lychee aromas.

amber wine, from chinuri grapes native to
the region, is cidery and tannic; try it with
Southeast Asian or Indian cuisine.
CHANNING DAUGHTERS 2013 MEDITAZIONE (BRIDGEHAMPTON, NEW YORK), $40

LA CASTELLADA 2008 SAUVIGNON COLLIO (FRIULI-VENEZIA GIULIA, ITALY), $62

Inspired by the Meditazione wines of Italy’s
Friuli region, Channing’s version has notes
of fall flavors, such as brown baking spices
and pear skin, and pairs well with quail or
squab and squash-laden pork dishes.

An elegant, balanced sauvignon hailing
from Italy’s northeastern wine region,
which excels at orange wine production.

MOVIA 2008 LUNAR (PRIMORSKA, SLOVENIA), $45 This biodynamic winery, with

IAGO’S WINE 2015 CHINURI (KARTLI,
REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA), $17 Aged up to

six months in a 300-year-old qvevri, this

vineyards straddling the Italian border,
makes its orange wine with the Italian ribolla
gialla grape and ages it in oak barrels. It’s
fruity and spicy with a hint of woody funk.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6
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Clockwise from top left:
El Departamento de la Comida’s
gazpacho and market produce,
Marmalade, and Fern at The St.
Regis Bahia Beach Resort.

On the Table

FARM FRESH
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Puerto Rico’s culinary landscape ventures beyond
rice and beans. BY AMY CASSELL PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA
L DEPARTAMENTO DE LA COMIDA IS DISTINCTLY OF PUERTO RICO: A CASUAL, OPEN-AIR

restaurant with palm trees, a grapevine canopy, and a wooden bar. But the menu, colorfully
scrawled on a mini whiteboard, is not. It’s all vegetarian – gazpacho, mashed green plantains with
chayote and kale – and completely sourced from local and sustainable farms. On an island proud

DISCOVER THE LANDS DOWN UNDER

Traveling outside of the US is no longer a bucket-list experience. Every day, more Americans are discovering what
the world has to offer, and whether you’re booking your first international trip or your fifth, Australia and New
Zealand are favorite destinations with their natural wonders, alluring accents, and unique food offerings.
Australia is more than just kangaroos and Vegemite (though you want to see kangaroos and eat Vegemite, don’t
you?). The mighty continent is chock-full of iconic sights, from the Sydney Opera House to the sacred Ayers Rock in
the Outback, from the Great Barrier Reef to the fantastic wine regions. See the majestic Twelve Apostles along the
Great Ocean Road, and marvel at the beautiful Blue Mountains 885 feet below your feet on the glass-floor Scenic
Skyway. Explore the modern and sophisticated cities of Sydney and Melbourne, which are consistently rated the
most livable cities in the world, and relax on the beaches of the famous Gold Coast.
Australia’s smaller neighbor, New Zealand, is big on natural beauty, recreation, and culture. The last significant
landmass discovered by humans, it’s also one of travels best-kept secrets—although The Lord of the Rings movies
from the past decade have given impetus to more and more travelers to make the discovery. Explore natural
attractions like mountains, lakes, glaciers, volcanoes, geysers, beaches, and more, all on these majestic islands.
Worldwide Traveler offers unforgettable journeys to thrilling points around the globe, including Australia and New
Zealand. Our dedicated team of professionals will make sure any Outback or city adventure is a seamless journey.
With the backing of destination experts with local knowledge, bespoke itineraries created for each traveler, 24/7
emergency assistance, and experts at experiential travel, Worldwide Traveler lets you explore with excitement and
book with confidence.

DON’T JUST DREAM IT, Live it!
Australia • New Zealand • South Pacific • Asia • Indian Ocean • UAE • Europe • Africa • South America

LUXURY SIGHTSEEING IN AUSTRALIA

Starry Night Opera House Tour & Show
After being welcomed by one of our friendly Representatives, your
evening will start with The Sydney Opera House Tour, giving you
an insight into the amazing story of Australia’s most recognized
landmark. Follow this with a pre-performance dinner at our alfresco
restaurant. Then off to a world-class performance of your choice.

Cruise Like a Local
Be engulfed by the beauty and magic of Sydney as you cruise
aboard Calypso, a 52-foot Motor Yacht. Cruise the foreshores of
Sydney Harbour past the world famous, iconic landmarks including
The Sydney Harbour Bridge and The Opera House before dropping
anchor in a secluded cove, where you’ll enjoy a gourmet barbecue
lunch. Go for a swim, row into the beach, try your luck fishing or just
relax on the expansive sunbeds soaking up the Sydney sunshine.
Whatever your desire, this is your chance to cruise like a local and
truly enjoy this quintessential Australian experience.

Yarra Valley Flight with
Champagne Breakfast
Take a spectacular 1 hour sunrise hot air balloon flight over the
beautiful Yarra Valley, Australia’s famous wine region. Afterward
enjoy a champagne breakfast at the Rochford Wines.

Ultimate Outback
A remarkable journey encompassing Uluru, Kata Tjuta, Lake Amadeus
and Kings Canyon. Tour includes a landing at Kings Creek Station, an
authentic country airstrip. From there enjoy a short drive beside the
George Gill Range to Kings Canyon for the one-hour creek bed walk.

Secluded Sand Cay Flight
Take a private helicopter to your own secluded island set in the
middle of the Coral Sea. Experience Vlasoff Cay, an isolated coral
sand cay with pure white sand, surrounded by aqua blue sea and
coral gardens. You’ll be equipped with some of life’s essentials
- a gourmet picnic hamper complete with sparkling wine,
snorkeling gear, beach umbrella, picnic blanket and cushions.
After two hours in this secluded paradise, you’ll enjoy another
reef scenic flight back.

Kangaroo Island In Style
Take this 2 day tour and surround yourself with some of the most
iconic wildlife and scenery Australia has to offer. On day 1, Spot
some koalas and wallabies at Lathami Conservation Park as you walk
through the Eucalyptus trees. Then walk with you guide through
Seal Bay Conservation Park as you watch sea lions play in the surf.
On day 2, travel to Flinders Chase National Park, home to kangaroos
and many other creatures. After, a visit to Cape du Couedic will
delight with their growing fur seal population. These two amazing
days also include delicious wines and most daily meals.

To book your Luxury Australian Getaway, contact your VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR today!

of its cocina criolla, a style of cuisine heavy
on the starch and liberal with the deep fryer,
El Departamento is part of a newer – and
fresher – way of thinking.
The lush, mountainous Caribbean island
has always had good soil and a favorable climate, but its history skews far more industrial than agricultural. For decades, Puerto
Rico has imported more than 80 percent of
its food. Lately though, that’s beginning to
change, and travelers – including my fiancé

and me, who have come for a few days of
warm weather and culinary exploration –
are reaping the benefits.
“Agriculture students and farmers have
come together to bring fresh produce to
restaurants,” says San Juan-based Virtuoso travel advisor Zaily Rodriguez. “It was a
slow process, because many farmers didn’t
have the manpower or means to market
their product properly, but new programs
have helped them get organized. More and

more, restaurants are buying from farmers
and local fishermen.”
TARA RODRÍGUEZ BESOSA STARTED

El Departamento de la Comida (The Department of Food) as a CSA project in 2010
before opening a restaurant in a converted
San Juan warehouse a year later. El Departamento moved into its current, more inviting space in San Juan’s Loíza neighborhood
earlier this year. Besosa’s mission is twofold:

From left: A colorful stroll in Old San Juan, 1919’s yellowtail crudo with local radish and herbs, and El Departamento founder Tara Rodríguez Besosa.

LOCAL FLAVOR
Five spots to include on a Puerto Rico tasting tour.
Chef and Puerto Rico
native Juan José Cuevas
puts a local spin on
contemporary American
cuisine at 1919, a swanky
space in the Condado
Vanderbilt hotel.
Order This: Lamb loin
with rice, steamed
eggplant, and Thai
vinaigrette. 1055 Avenida Ashford, San Juan;
1919restaurant.com.

Half produce market, half
restaurant, vegetarian
El Departamento de la
Comida is one of the only
establishments in Puerto
Rico that sources all of
its ingredients entirely
from local farmers.
Order This: The veggie
burger (made with
quinoa, kale, chia seeds,
and basmati rice), with
locally baked bread and
fresh greens. 2413 Calle
Laurel, San Juan.

Puerto Rican flavors
infuse French chef JeanGeorges Vongerichten’s
recipes at Fern, a breezy
space on the second
floor of the Plantation
House at The St. Regis
Bahia Beach Resort.
Order This: Wood-fired
avocado pizza, topped
with olive oil, avocado,
cilantro, lime, and
jalapeños. State Road
187, Rio Grande; fern
restaurant.com.

Low-key waiters carry a
whiteboard that displays
the flavorfully prepared
options at Jose Enrique,
a bring-your-own-bottle
space in Santurce.
Order This: Balaju, a
local sardinelike needlefish, fried and served
whole with a side of
housemade hot sauce.
176 Calle Duffaut, San
Juan; joseenriquepr.com.

Marmalade’s beautiful 4- to 15-course
tasting menus feature
vegetable-heavy dishes
paired with chef Peter
Schintler’s extensive
wine collection, all in a
modern lounge setting
in Old San Juan.
Order This: The signature white bean soup
with scallions, black
truffle oil, and pancetta.
317 Calle Fortaleza, San
Juan; marmaladepr.com.
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On the Table

tip
“Nature lovers will enjoy El Yunque
National Forest and the views from
the Mount Britton tower. Bring a
sweater; it’s a tropical rain forest, and
temperatures cool as you make your
way up the mountain.”
– Julie Harris, Virtuoso travel
advisor, Davidson,
North Carolina

Clockwise from top: A locally sourced lunch spread at Jose Enrique, fresh ceviche from the
Antojitos roadside kiosk near Luquillo Beach, and 1919’s chef Juan José Cuevas.

to help farmers grow their businesses and to
introduce locals to the bounty that’s right in
front of them.
Twenty minutes away, among the colorful buildings and narrow cobblestoned
streets of Old San Juan, local produce
stars in the tasting menu at Marmalade, a
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stylish, low-lit space off Calle Fortaleza.
Chef Peter Schintler has worked with island
farmers for more than a decade to source
heirloom beets, grapefruit, and other fruits
and vegetables, and he’s seen his network
grow. Puerto Rico native and James Beardrecognized chef Jose Enrique buys daily

from local producers for his eponymous
restaurant in San Juan’s Santurce neighborhood, a casual, homey space where patrons
clamor nightly for one of 18 tables. The afternoon we’re there, Enrique stops by our table
to say hello, then heads out to buy spices for
the fresh lobsters he just got his hands on.
It’s easier for smaller restaurants to
source locally – they can alter their menus
on a whim – but the more expansive finedining outlets at the island’s resorts are
catching on too. Fern, a contemporary restaurant at The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort,
orders local and sources from its own onsite garden and hen coop.
Before opening 1919, an intimate venue
overlooking the Atlantic in the Condado
Vanderbilt hotel, chef Juan José Cuevas
spent a year fine-tuning his menu and building relationships with local producers. “I
drove through the island, met farmers, and
gave them my feedback. I learned about their
fears and focused on gaining their trust,”
says Puerto Rico-born Cuevas, who returned
home after stints at Manhattan’s Lespinasse
and Blue Hill. “I’m very happy to see the potential, not only for the restaurant business,
but for the country’s economy too.”
On our last day in Puerto Rico, my fiancé and I follow the advice of our server at
Marmalade to go for a drive and stop at one
of the island’s many roadside food kiosks.
We end up at Luquillo Beach, a palm-treelined crescent of sand an hour east of San
Juan that looks like the idyllic backdrop for
a beer commercial. We wash freshly caught
grouper down with bottles of Medalla, and
I realize that going straight to the source in
Puerto Rico feels easier than ever before.
We have dinner reservations in a couple of
hours, but we order seconds anyway.

Atlantic Ocean views
from the Condado
Vanderbilt’s pool deck.

“Agriculture students and farmers have
come together to bring fresh produce
to restaurants.”
ISLAND ESCAPES
Where to settle in between – and for – memorable meals.
A $200 million renovation
recently added new guest
rooms, pool areas, and a
10,000-square-foot spa
to the 319-room Condado
Vanderbilt, a modern space
towering over Condado, San
Juan’s oceanfront neighborhood that buzzes with bars
and high-end shopping.
Doubles from $289, including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.
Dorado Beach, a RitzCarlton Reserve occupies

a prime swath of beachfront land once owned by
Laurance Rockefeller. Make
reservations at Mi Casa, the
115-room resort’s fine-dining
restaurant from acclaimed
Spanish-born chef José
Andrés. Doubles from $799,
including breakfast daily and
a $150 resort credit.
Housed in a former convent,
Old San Juan’s 58-room
Hotel El Convento is a
quick walk from restaurants,
shopping, and Castillo San

Felipe del Morro, Puerto
Rico’s sixteenth-century
citadel. Doubles from $215,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 dining credit.
The secluded, 139-room
St. Regis Bahia Beach
Resort, on a former coconut
plantation in Rio Grande,
keeps guests busy with golf,
bird-watching, and trips to
nearby El Yunque National
Forest. Doubles from $658,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 resort credit.

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
INTRODUCING A
with bleed on all sides for balance
NEW
LUXURY, BY DESIGN
when imported.
Draped
the cenmagnificent splendor of the Sonoran Desert, The Canyon Suites
If NON-BLEED, make
it fit in
and
is
Arizona’s
tered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX. premier Forbes Five Star and AAA Five Diamond luxury
resort-within-a-resort. Introducing a fresh, contemporary elegance that
honors the destination as well as the guest, it now opens its doors
FOLIOS
to a stay anew in style and experience. Discover the beauty within.

There are NO
for 1/2-page ad pages.

CANYONSUITES.COM
800 888 8234

2016

Seat at the Bar

Practice
Makes Perfect
After a few millennia, Athens knows
a thing or two about great nights out.
BY TIM JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIVAN ASKAYO
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UCH HAS BEEN MADE OF

Clockwise from top left:
Greece’s economic abyss,
Baba Au Rum, Zonar’s,
but it’ll take more than a
and 360 Cocktail Bar.
few billion in new debt to
get the Greeks down. Every night of the week, from Plaka to Vouliagmeni, ebullient Athenians fill sidewalk tables at restaurants and
pack lively bars. With cries of opa! and a strong philoxenia – a warm,
welcoming spirit – this ancient capital is still one of the world’s most
fun places for travelers to get a drink. Whether you love ouzo’s sweet
anise or wines with pedigrees that date to the time of the Spartans,
you’ll find it in this roundup of our favorite Athens bars.

Ouzo Central: BRETTOS
The handsome, timeworn facade of Athens’ oldest distillery – they’ve
produced ouzo and liqueurs here since 1909 – is now flanked by Tshirt shops in the heart of the Plaka tourist district. But inside, hundreds of bottles sit backlit on an impressive bar. Taste one of their

THEMOSTFAR
AWAYPLACE
YOU’LLFEEL
ATHOME
14-Day Far East Discovery
Hong Kong to Singapore
ms Volendam

OCEAN-VIEW FROM

1,999

$

01-17-17
Virtuoso Exclusive –
$75 onboard credit per stateroom

21-Day South America &
Antarctica Explorer
Valparaiso (Santiago) to Buenos Aires
ms Zaandam
OCEAN-VIEW FROM

01-31-17

4,299

$

Virtuoso Exclusive –
$75 onboard credit per stateroom

14-Day New Zealand Discovery
Roundtrip Sydney
ms Noordam

02-28-17

OCEAN-VIEW FROM

2,229

$

Virtuoso Exclusive –
$75 onboard credit per stateroom

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to book your cruise today!

Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person, may vary by sailing date, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled and are subject to change without prior
notice, cruise only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $206 to $474. Subject to
availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to
your hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may
apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Seat at the Bar
four types of ouzo (sold here and nowhere
else), as well as raki (traditionally a Turkish
raisin liqueur) and brandy – a nip is always
complimentary as a prelude to purchase. Sedate and relaxed during the day, with winetastings at the original marble bar, the place
converts into a nighttime club that stays
busy late.
CALL IT: Brettos’ smooth, double-distilled
Gold Label ouzo sips easy, but packs a
punch. Kidathineon 41; brettosplaka.com.
Just a Splash: THE CLUMSIES
Set among a web of twisting city-center
lanes, this newcomer already ranks high
on industry lists of the world’s best cocktail bars. Many drinks showcase Greek

ingredients and spice-market herbs, and
bartenders dream up creative additions to
the lineup during experiments in their onsite cocktail lab – a hidden chamber where
staff spend entire days with toys such as a
vacuum sealer, a rotary evaporator, and a
centrifuge to extract fresh juices, milks,
and waters. Pick your poison and they’ll
mix it up with freewheeling style, possibly
spilling a few drops in the process (hence
the name). Join the primarily local crowd
on the packed ground floor or reserve The
Room ahead online; the upper-floor space
with a pool table, record player, bookshelves lined with heavy volumes, and other
throwback amenities serves small parties
ranging from two to ten.
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Michelin-starred Café Boulud
From left: A Greek cheese plate at Heteroclito wine bar and Zonar’s Royal Fashion,
made with Royal Brackla Scotch, brown sugar, bitters, and black walnuts.

Private Roof Garden
Renowned Collection of Modern Art
Cornelia Spa
Madison Avenue Shopping
Steps from Central Park

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR DETAILS.

SUNDOWN TO SUNUP
Thirty minutes from the city, Athenian Riviera beach clubs mix Greek island vibes with the
capital’s pulse. Some are perfect for day-drinking, others for dancing deep into the night. For
the latter, Island Club & Restaurant has a long track record as a favorite of European film stars,
English soccer players, and those who prefer their Grey Goose bottle service by the magnum.
Make sure to reserve a table for a home base, and plan on eating – whether from the delicious
sushi bar and tapas menu or a breakfast that refuels patrons at dawn. Sounio Avenue 16672,
Varkiza; islandclubrestaurant.gr.
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tip
“If you have extra time in Athens, plan
a day trip to medieval Nafplio,
a two-hour drive away on the Peloponnese. Its seaside location, massive fort,
and restaurants make a delightful escape from the city’s hustle and bustle.”

Life-changing journeys...
with Wilderness Safaris

– Nora Townsend,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Atlanta

The Jenna Said combines houseinfused extra-virgin olive oil vodka and
passion fruit with a secret “aphrodisiac potion.” Praxitelous 30; theclumsies.gr.

CALL IT:

Above the Rest: 360 COCKTAIL BAR
This rooftop find just off Monastiraki could
run out of booze and patrons might not even
care, the view is that good. On sunny afternoons, Athenians gather under the shade
of its transplanted olive trees to sip any of
70 refreshing cocktail options while gazing
out at the Acropolis. If the well ever does run
dry, stick around – 360’s salads, pastas, and
Greek favorites such as honey-kissed lamb
in vine leaves with ladotiri cheese make delicious late-afternoon meals.
CALL IT: Perfect for sunny afternoons: the
Summertime Madness mix of mango, orange
bitters, and lemon juice with spiced liqueur
and Bombay Sapphire. Ifaistou 2; three-sixty.gr.
Do Dionysus Proud: HETEROCLITO
In a neighborhood dominated by nightclubs
that thump until dawn, this small corner
spot in the historic city center feels like a
haunt the Greek god of wine would cherish.
One of the city’s first wine bars to open a
few years back, Heteroclito offers a homey
Indian marble bar and small sidewalk tables
for its seasonal lineup of 225 Greek labels.
Owner Madeleine Lorantos changes the
by-the-glass menu monthly (there’s always
a 2.50-euro special) to pair with plates of
Greek cheeses and charcuterie.
CALL IT: A glass of Attica’s Granatus rosé, a
mix of agiorgitiko and cabernet sauvignon,
may lead to a bottle. Fokionos 2; heteroclito.gr.
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Botswana Rhino Conservation Programme

Low-impact ecotourism

100% solar-powered camp

Widely acclaimed as Africa’s foremost ecotourism operator, Wilderness Safaris creates
life-changing journeys for its guests.
We offer private access to over six million acres of Africa’s finest wildlife and wilderness
areas through some 30 luxury camps and safaris across eight countries; and in doing so,
we help conserve the continent’s spectacular biodiversity and share ecotourism’s benefits
with the local communities.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information

Seat at the Bar
Island Import: BABA AU RUM
Tiki bars likely don’t make most travelers’
to-do lists in Athens, but this one deserves
a spot. Cool and comfortable, the bar stocks
240 varieties of rum, hailing from Venezuela to Spain and everywhere in between,
including bottles aged for decades, such as
a rare 1991 Guyana Eldorado (about $100 a
shot). Young revelers mix seamlessly with
well-dressed fortysomethings, drawn to its
long list of rum-based concoctions and a DJ
spinning classic jazz, funk, and soul.
CALL IT: A swashbuckling favorite, the Buccaneer’s Negroni keeps the vermouth and
Campari, but trades gin for Guatemala’s soft,
fruity Botran rum. Klitiou 6; babaaurum.com.
Classic Return: ZONAR’S
When it opened in 1939 on a pedestrian
street just steps from Syntagma Square,
Zonar’s quickly became the place to be

seen for everyone from Greek celebrities to shipping magnates, but over the
decades it slowly faded into a seedy, forgotten pastry and coffee shop. Reopened
under new ownership less than a year ago
after a multimillion-dollar restoration,
the art deco bar and restaurant has reclaimed its spot as the city’s hottest table.
Drop in and cozy up on plush sofas for a
healthy selection of Greek wines and signature cocktails, but reserve well ahead if
you plan on staying for sushi or the restaurant’s excellent tasting menu.
CALL IT: Zonar’s take on the classic Alexander: Torres brandy aged five years, grapefruit bitters, homemade vanilla syrup, and
crème de cacao. Voukourestiou 9.
Happy Hour and a Show:
THE ART FOUNDATION
Hidden on a nondescript lane among the

➎
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cluster of markets near Monastiraki
Square, this signless museum/bar/café
feels a bit like a speakeasy. Enter to discover a nineteenth-century home that has
also served as a prison and a WWII command post, with rooms transformed into
spaces for avant-garde film projections
and rotating exhibits. Head to the large
courtyard bar for a movie-themed cocktail; the owners commissioned local artists to design movie posters to illustrate
the glossy drinks catalog, from which
you can order up everything from the
hard-hitting rum, vodka, gin, and tequila
Death Proof to the whiskey-based Sin City,
their best seller.
CALL IT: Fight Club (Havana Club Añejo
Reserva, pineapple, and jasmine) alters your
mind-set just the right amount, without
pain the next morning. Normanou 5; theart
foundation.metamatic.gr.

1 - 2. Brettos’ eyecatching bar and
ouzo “sea breeze”
and Acropolis
martini. 3. A day
on the town.
4 - 5. The Clumsies’
private room and
Tear Drop cocktail
(Skinos Mastiha
liqueur and
masala-infused
Grand Marnier
with powdered
Greek yogurt).

The Art Foundation’s
courtyard and (left)
Fight Club cocktail.

REST ASSURED
Two welcome retreats from big times on the town.
STAY Since 1874, 320-room Hotel Grande
Bretagne has been Athens’ grande dame,
a stately Beaux-Arts property in the heart
of the city. When afternoons heat up, head
to the roof and lounge poolside, where
the view is dominated by the chapel-capped
dome of Mount Lycabettus. Doubles from

$370, including breakfast daily and lunch
once during stay.
Located adjacent to the Greek Parliament on
Syntagma Square and a 15-minute walk from
the Acropolis, the opulent King George’s
102 guest rooms all feature balconies that

PERSONAL STYLE
MEETS ISLAND LUXURY
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CONTACT your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your reservation.
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open to views of the Parthenon or a quiet
inner courtyard. Its penthouse is one of the
world’s most scenic, comprising the entire
ninth floor, with a private outdoor infinity
pool facing the Acropolis. Doubles from
$325, including breakfast daily and lunch
once during stay.
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MARTINA FLOR/
HANDSOME FRANK

MAKE EVERY TRIP THE BEST
EVER WITH OUR ANNUAL
GUIDE TO DOING IT RIGHT.
Savvy insiders – from Virtuoso travel advisors and
tour operators to a stylist, an exercise physiologist,
and, of course, our own editors – collaborated to
create this, our annual compendium of tips and
insights aimed at upping your travel game. Turn the
page for advice on everything from wellness and
insurance to hot new luggage and foolproof packing.
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MINIMALIST

CLASSIC

CARRY IT ALL
Luggage and accessories for
every travel personality.

RADEN

BRIC’S

A22 Carry with integrated chargers,
$295, raden.com

Bellagio 21-inch carry-on Spinner
Trunk, $550, bricstore.com

IN DEFENSE OF
PACKING LIGHT

“

“I can get up to three weeks’ worth
in a carry-on garment bag. It’s all
about tough choices, recycling,
and the freedom that doing laundry
at the hotel or on the ship gives
you. I just can’t bear the thought of
a lost bag!” – Charles Wolfe, travel
advisor, Naples, Florida

”

IN DEFENSE OF
OVERPACKING

CUYANA
Le Sud overnight bag, $215,
cuyana.com

STUART & LAU
Monaco weekender, $338,
stuartandlau.com

“

“I enjoy a destination so much
more when I feel like myself. That
means bringing outfits I love for
each day and evening, and the
toiletries I normally use at home,
just in smaller containers. My
only concession is sticking to one
color scheme so I don’t overdo the
shoes.” – Tiffany Figueiredo, travel
advisor, Fort Worth, Texas

”
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CUYANA

L/UNIFORM

Leather travel case set, $110,
cuyana.com

No. 19 canvas toiletry bag, $143,
luniform.com

RUGGED

CONNECTED

GLAM

HIDEO WAKAMATSU

AWAY

RIMOWA

Tarpaulin 20-inch carry-on, $189,
shopspring.com

22-inch carry-on with built-in USB
chargers, $225, awaytravel.com

Topas Titanium 22-inch Cabin Multiwheel carry-on, $1,340, barneys.com

TIMBUK2

TRAVELON

KATE SPADE

Especial Cycling messenger bag
2015, $179, timbuk2.com

Anti-Theft Classic Plus backpack,
$120, travelonbags.com

Sherilyn tote,
$548, katespade.com

TOPO DESIGNS

TROUBADOUR

POPPIN

Dopp kit,
$29, topodesigns.com

Fabric + Leather tech case,
$138, troubadourgoods.com

Medium accessory pouch,
$18, poppin.com
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Stylist Christina Burns.

PACK LIKE
A STYLIST
Pro tips for a perfectly prepared suitcase.

F

OR THE PAST TEN YEARS, SANTA
Barbara-based stylist Christina Burns
has traveled with Travel Channel host
Samantha Brown, planning every detail of
her clothing, accessories, hair, and makeup
for ﬁlming all over the world.
“You want to look stylish and polished,”
Burns says of packing. “But for me, it’s
about the destination ﬁrst.” While she may
overpack for a TV shoot (“We need options,
options, options for last-minute changes
in the schedule”), she has collected plenty
of pack-perfect tips for her own travels,
beyond bringing ziplock bags and packing
cubes for spill and wrinkle prevention. In
her own words:

Beat the Mad Rush “Always try to plan
ahead, but if you don’t have time to try your
outﬁts on, at least lay them out. I’m a very
visual person.”
Research Like a Journalist “Before I go
on a trip, I check the weather constantly. I’ll
even check the websites of restaurants and
hotels I’ll be visiting. What do the places look
like? Are there dress codes? Will I visit temples
or cathedrals? Am I going to be doing
activities like zip-lining
or exploring caves,
or doing a lot
of walking?”
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The Magic Number “I hate to overpack
for myself, so I bring 10 to 12 pieces of
clothing, always including a little black
dress. You might need it for an unexpected
evening out, and it’s something you can
wear day and night.”
Yes, Bring a Scarf, But Make It BIG
“A larger scarf is so versatile: Wear it around
your neck as a fashionable accent or as a
sarong by the pool, curl up in it on long ﬂights,
or lay it on the grass at Retiro Park in Madrid.”
Always Take a Trench Coat “A trench
coat is one of those magic pieces, stylish and
comfortable with a European look, plus many
are water-resistant – and you don’t want a
loud, crunchy raincoat.”
More Key Pieces “I suggest you bring an

inexpensive, cute pair of sunglasses (I would
hate to lose an expensive favorite pair!), plus
stylish, comfortable ballet ﬂats (I like Lucky
Brand and Cole Haan). I love the fragrance I
wear, so I bring a travel-size atomizer to get
me through – Hollywood Fashion Secrets’
perfume atomizer works great and can be
picked up at a local drugstore. Always bring
a simple and delicate necklace that goes
with every outﬁt. I feel like it ﬁnishes off my
look for the day.”
The Last Thing You Pack: Have a
Preﬂight Ritual “The only time I ever buy
gossip magazines is when I’m traveling,
never at home. They’re like my drug
of choice. I get overly excited – I’ll buy
four or five of them and then hand them
off to Sam.”
– INTERVIEWED BY ANNIE FITZSIMMONS

(CLOTHING) ISTOCK

Your Clothes Become Part of Your
Travel Story “Don’t forget that you’ll be
wearing these clothes in front of the Eiffel
Tower, in the pictures you’ll share and look
at forever. It’s worth it to take the extra time
with packing!”

LOSE YOURSELF. FIND YOURSELF.
It is when we are furthest from home that we most become ourselves.

16_303

This is where we discover new things, grow, share, and unite with others.
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With Preferred Hotels & Resorts,
uncover the world’s most important travel experiences.
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M O N TA G E K A PA L U A B AY

To explore the entire Preferred Hotels & Resorts collection, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

THE SIAM

TRAVEL SMARTER
Virtuoso advisors’ tool kit for safe and carefree vacations.

M

OST PEOPLE WOULDN’T SEE THEIR GENERAL PRACTITIONER
for vision or dental care, but when it comes to travel, too often
they make the wrong call. According to a Journal of Travel Medicine study, 50 percent of travelers who visited their primary-care
doctor were given the wrong malaria medication, and 25 percent
didn’t get some CDC-recommended vaccinations or received unnecessary immunizations. The correct prescription for safaris, river
cruising in the Amazon or Southeast Asia, and other adventurous
trips: a travel medicine professional, aka a travel doctor.
As soon as you finalize trip plans, ideally at least four to six weeks
before departure, make an appointment with a travel doctor, who

106

V I RT U O S O L I F E

will discuss health concerns in your planned destinations, prescribe medications specific to your health and itinerary, provide
immunizations, and issue necessary international vaccination
certificates. He or she will also have a wealth of knowledge about
making wise food and beverage choices, and can offer tips (such
as taking Pepto-Bismol tablets daily) to prevent gastrointestinal
and other illnesses that can ruin trips. Both the Travel Clinics
of America (travelclinicsofamerica.com) and International
Society of Travel Medicine (istm.org) websites provide information on local specialists. – John Upchurch, travel agency owner,
Ormond Beach, Florida

(TOOLBOX) ANDREW JOYCE/HANDSOME FRANK

Stay Healthy

Make a Trip Checklist

Tap In: Essential Travel Apps

Saint Louis-based travel agency owner
Nancy Stein asked her staff for pre-trip
tips. Here are their top ten.

With spelling and
audio pronunciation for 13 languages
and offline capability,
Bravolol’s easy-tonavigate phrasebooks
have proved trusted companions in restaurants,
boutiques, and general
conversations with locals. $5 per language;
iOS and Android.

Contact your physician – or better
yet, a travel medicine specialist –
as soon as you confirm your trip.
Make sure that all travelers’
passports are valid for at least
six months after your return
date. Expediting services such as
CIBTvisas can provide rush (and
hassle-free) renewals.
Set travel alerts for credit and
debit cards at least three days
in advance of departure, and
research which have the lowest
international transaction fees.
Double-check that you have
all flight, hotel, and tour
confirmation numbers.
Be aware of luggage restrictions – international airline
allowances vary, and some
trips, such as safaris, have
strict weight limits.
Pack electrical adapters and
know your electronics’ voltage
requirements.
Scan or make copies of passports, and leave one with your
travel advisor.

(GOLF BAG) PIDJOE/ISTOCK

Remove photos from your phone
and digital cameras to free up
memory space.
Save contact info for your travel
advisor, travel insurance provider,
and tour companies in your phone.
Secure your home: Put lights on
timers, stop mail and newspaper
deliveries, and ask a neighbor to
check on it while you’re gone.

My new can’tlive-without find
is Matador Network’s
Travelstoke, a locationbased app that’s part
social media, part insider
guidebook. One favorite
feature: Enter a list of
places to visit in a city
and it creates a map of
them and can recommend similar spots. Free;
iOS and Android.

Easy to use and
invaluable for
on-the-fly transactions,
XE Currency’s converter
app updates in real time –
plus you can use it offline
with rates from the last
saved update. Free; iOS
and Android.

– Myste Wright, travel
advisor, Beverly Hills

Schlep Less

F

OR SOME TRIPS, THERE’S NO PACKING LIGHT: EXTENDED
cruises, multiclimate adventures, skiing, golf – and, well, some
of us just like to have our stuff. Baggage-shipping services let
even the heaviest packers board flights with carry-on freedom.
Initially, traveling without bags may raise doubts, says travel
advisor Lee Lennon of Coral Gables, Florida. But once her clients
have their luggage picked up at home and delivered straight to
their hotel room or ship cabin, they’re sold. Lennon recommends
it for anyone combining a cruise with an overland itinerary, as
well as groups – she recently used Luggage Free for a family
of eight’s European vacation. “Skipping baggage lines with
a party that size made for a flawless trip,” she says. Her
caveats: “Keep in mind that the cost is based on weight, and
understand that insuring luggage beyond the basic $1,000
policy is an additional cost.”

Minimize the Lost-Luggage Blues

1

Always put
your most
valuable and
vital items in a
carry-on, along
with a few basic
emergency clothing items. Airlines
typically indemnify themselves
against liability for
jewelry, money,
heirlooms, and
the like.

2

Most airlines
will pay up
to $3,500 for lost
luggage contents,
but you’ll have
to provide a list of
items, along with
receipts. I always
snap a photo
of my suitcase’s
contents.

3

Make sure to
complete the
airline’s lost luggage form, rather
than the missing
luggage form for
delayed bags.

4

When planning your
trip, discuss
various Travelex
insurance policies
with your advisor
to enhance coverage beyond the
standard airline
reimbursement.
– Keith Waldon,
travel agency
owner, Austin,
Texas
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TUNE OUT
Six trip-tested, top-end headphones for audiophiles on the go.

TOP PICK

1. MASTER & DYNAMIC MW60

Pros: Folds nicely, with corded capability
and impressive passive noice canceling and soundstage separation clarity;
holds a 16-hour charge. Con: Tiny volume
controls on ear cup can frustrate larger
fingers. $549, masterdynamic.com.

6.

SONY MDR-1A
Pros: Exceptionally comfortable, with
solid passive noise canceling and very
pure sound for the price. Cons: The wired
design doesn’t fold; not quite as cleansounding as our top picks.
$300, sony.com.
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BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 35
Pros: Wireless, compact folding design
with 20 hours of battery life; top-of-class,
active noise canceling silences in-flight
distractions. Con: Bose’s signature
sound is bright (a bit less lush), due to its
boosted midrange. $350, bose.com.

3. SENNHEISER MOMENTUM ON-EAR WIRELESS
Pros: Lightweight folding headphones,
with wired capability and 22-hour wireless batterly life. Impressive active noise
canceling and deep bass response.
Con: Some users may find the on-ear design uncomfortable. $400, sennheiser.com.

4.

TOP PICK

5.

V-MODA CROSSFADE WIRELESS
Pros: Ultra-comfortable (with optional XL
ear pads), wireless and wired modes, and
strong passive noise canceling; robust
bass, yet clear mid and treble ranges.
Con: Its 12-hour battery life is bested by
other models. $300, v-moda.com.

PHOTO CREDIT

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) ADAM FORTNER

BOWERS & WILKINS P7
Pros: Exceptionally clean and balanced
sound and excellent passive noise canceling; sheepskin ear pads made these the
most comfortable we tested. Cons: Wired
only; fits smaller heads better than larger
ones. $400, bowers-wilkins.com.

ACTIVE NOISE CANCELING: Microphones “listen” to ambient sound, such as jet engines,
then overlay an opposite-phase frequency to cancel it out.
PASSIVE NOISE CANCELING: Relies on design to seal out sound (sort of like cupping your
hands over your ears or using foam plugs). – MICHAEL FRANK
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EMBRACE PLAN B – AND THE FRIZZ
Lessons learned from a decade of travel.

W
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Sometimes my hair looks great – say, on
an early-spring day in Paris – and other times,
it feels like sandpaper, morphing into strange
sizes and shapes. Southeast Asia is a particular beast when it comes to the sticky, sultry
air – here, my friends, is a hair battle we
will never win. Likewise, the grass is always
greener: “I love your curls!” chimes a chorus
of friends and acquaintances.“Thanks!” I respond a bit too brightly, slightly cranky inside.
I am aware of our world’s real problems and
know that frizz isn’t one of them. But my outlook improved when I accepted that I wasn’t
born with Kate Middleton locks. On Brazil’s
Emerald Coast, at a resort called Ponta dos
Ganchos, I really stopped caring so much and
was given the gift of perspective – and time.
Perhaps it was inspired by the carefree Brazilian women, unapologetic and gorgeous, but
I glimpsed a photo of myself with natural hair
and thought, “Wow, that person looks kind of
beachy and wonderful, wild and relaxed.” And
it only took three minutes. No blow-drying!
No straightening!

A SOMEWHAT SURPRISING EMBLEM OF
learning how to let go and embrace contingency: my temperamental hair, in various stages
of its frizzy, curly nature. I get into the hair
conversation a lot with women I meet, women
who share my plight. I was born with a massive
head of dark curls, cute when you’re a baby or
a toddler, but maddening as a teenager when
all your friends seem to have perfect, shiny
locks. As I got older, I became a frizz-fighting
gladiator. I discovered the flat iron my senior
year of high school, and my bird’s nest was
transformed. I felt polished and cool.

NOT ALWAYS FOCUSING ON THINGS GOING
the “right" way allows lucky, meaningful
moments to stand out even more: feeling like you can touch the sky at Machu
Picchu; indulging in a bowl of cacio e pepe
at Belmond Hotel Caruso in Ravello, Italy;
seeing the Taj Mahal’s lovestruck splendor
for the first time; sipping a glass of wine at
Chez Vrony, overlooking the Matterhorn in
Zermatt, Switzerland.
So pack these mantras for your next trip:
A bad moment doesn’t equal a bad day. A bad
day doesn’t equal a bad vacation. And find hair
products that work for you.
– ANNIE FITZSIMMONS

(ILLUSTRATION) ANDREW JOYCE/HANDSOME FRANK

HEN YOU LET GO OF THE PERFECT
plan and embrace whatever option
B, C, or D brings, you open yourself
up to synchronicity and serendipity, the
two most delightful words when it comes to
travel. After traveling the world for ten years
for work, I know for sure (Oprah-style) that
the unexpected often leads to the most
extraordinary moments.
Sometimes you don’t like plan B. On a trip
to the Galápagos Islands, I accidentally left
my contact lenses at home. I was really angry
at myself, as it was one of those “trips of a
lifetime.” Luckily I had my glasses with me (I
normally don’t). And as I swam with fearless
penguins and met 175-year-old turtles (albeit
not as clearly as I would have liked), I let my
forgetfulness go – reluctantly at first, but
completely as the week progressed. Perhaps
it was also a sign that I need to get Lasik.
Some of the best advice I ever received
was not to let a bad moment turn into a
bad day, or a bad week. I actually carry it
written on a card in my wallet.
It can be annoying or infuriating if, for
instance, it’s pouring down rain on your only
day in a city, you miss a connecting flight,
or you’re hungry. In fact, there’s no magic
in any plan if you’re hungry – or “hangry.”
Always, always pack a snack.
But more often than not, plan B is where
the magic is. For me, plan B has been a
torrential downpour in Ireland turning into
a dreamy, romantic moment at Sheen Falls
Lodge. A traffic jam in Tel Aviv that led me
to veer off the road and find a dramatic,
unexpected view of the Mediterranean Sea.
A canceled flight in Mexico City that left me
time to discover a new favorite restaurant
in the Roma neighborhood.

DISCOVER THE NEW LOOK
OF PARADISE

Be amazed by the wonders of Presidente InterContinental® Cozumel Resort & Spa: Explore the rich Mayan culture
and the marvelous submarine world in a place with a unique calmness where culture and environment get together
for an authentic experience; savor culinary delights, take pleasure in the comfort of its renovated rooms and facilities,
relax in white sandy beaches but mostly enjoy the first class service that has distinguished the property throughout
the years.
A Resort where the memories you make last infinitely longer.
Escape to Paradise was never easier: Book a 7 night stay and receive 2 FREE nights.
For more information and reservations please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

BRING THE BEST NIGHT’S SLEEP HOME
Get hotel-quality winks in your own bedroom.

Three more dream-sleep options – daily
bed-making and laundry service not included.
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Grand Hotel Tremezzo,
Lake Como, Italy
Crafted to showcase Italian artisanal design from the Lombardy
region, this bed starts with a locally
tailor-made frame. Linens – wood fiber, 100 percent satin weave – come
from the Val Seriana area, known for
its textiles since the 1960s.
From $25,000 for bed frame, linens,
duvet, custom Simmons mattress,
and home delivery. Linens also available at the hotel’s new T Shop.

2

Tfififie-fifieafiefififiefiFfiufifiSeasfins’fi
sleepfiexpefifienfiefiafififififie,fififinfiafififi
afilfifialfipfifipefifiyfifififififidefi.fiFrom
$2,199 (twin) to $2,999 (king) for
mattress, topper, and box spring.
Ritz-Carlton, St. Regis, Virgin, Westin, Sofitel, and Park Hyatt also offer
beds for purchase.
– ANNIE FITZSIMMONS

Sugar Beach, a Viceroy Resort,
Saint Lucia
Every room at Sugar Beach has a
private plunge pool or Jacuzzi and
butler service, plus a bed guaranteed to remind you at home of warm
Caribbean nights. It features a Serta
Perfect Sleeper Sapphire Suite mattress, a three-inch-thick mattress
topper, and a six-inch-thick feather
bed and Egyptian cotton linens,
both from Sferra. From $2,090
for mattress, topper, feather bed,
and linens.

3

The Resort at Paws Up, Montana
At this resort, famous for pioneering
“glamping” as a travel style, beds
bear no resemblance to sleeping
bags. Its “Last Best Bed” program
is a partnership with Simmons,
with a luxe custom-made pillow-top
Beautyrest mattress that’s not
available in stores. Price on request
for custom mattress and frame.

(BED) BRAND NEW IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES
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First Class.
Five stars.
Seventh heaven.
Your wishes
WDNHɦUVWSODFH
Lufthansa
First Class

The only thing you need to focus on is
your departure time. Leave the rest to
us. Relax in our private lounge before
\RXUĠLJKW,QGXOJHLQZRUOGFODVV
cuisine above the clouds. Then stretch
RXWLQ\RXUIXOOĠDWVHDWXQWLOLWłVWLPH
WRODQG2QHĠLJKWDQG\RXłOONQRZ
ZK\SDVVHQJHUVDZDUG/XIWKDQVD
)LUVW&ODVVZLWKDğYHVWDUUDWLQJ

For more information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

GET COZY IN-FLIGHT

QATAR AIRWAYS

AIR FRANCE

LUFTHANSA

A splash of color courtesy of Italian
fashion house Missoni.

For passengers in the airline’s new
Première-class cabins.

Designed by German clothier
van Laack.

VIRGIN ATLANTIC

QANTAS

CATHAY PACIFIC

Drawstring PJ pants: ideal for
postmeal slumber.

A cozy set from Australian designer
Peter Morrissey.

Hong Kong shirtmaker Pye drew inspiration
from China’s traditional Mao suits.

FIJI AIRWAYS

The eye mask from the airline’s amenity kit
is an appropriate accessory for dreaming of the tropics.
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(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) ADAM FORTNER

Nod off on your next long-haul in one of these stylish sleep suits.

NIZUC RESORT & SPA

Luxury

MAYAN

This 29-acre private beachfront escape for international travelers is just 15 minutes from the Cancun Airport on
the secluded Punta Nizuc. NIZUC Resort & Spa boasts two secluded white sand beaches and is surrounded by the
region’s natural wonders, archaeological sites and amazing attractions including the world’s first Underwater Art
Museum. NIZUC is a place to enjoy the luxe life where the warmth of the Mexican spirit envelopes each guest upon
arrival and extended to every interaction from that point forward.
This resort and its luxury lifestyle experience is recognized in contemporary Mexican design, outstanding facilities,
culinary excellence and impeccable butler service. Guided by Endless Indulgence service culture, the brand delivers
highly personalized service imbued with discretion and warmth, showing each of the guests what it is like to have
a Mexican Spirit and a Mayan Soul.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE EXCLUSIVE AMENITIES:
Welcome amenity of a bottle of tequila and dried fruit in suite (per room)
Daily buffet breakfast for up to two guests • Room upgrade upon arrival (based on availability)
Early check-in/late check-out (based on availability) • Hydrotherapy session for two, once during stay
Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Amenities are accurate at time of printing and are subject to changes, exceptions, cancellation charges and restrictions. Amenities
can be changed or withdrawn at any time. Blackout, weekend, holiday and peak season surcharges apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing of this
ad. Valid for new bookings only. Travel Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall not be
used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, Washington UBI
#602 425 801. LF6029-16_DF/kl_7.5.16

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR
RESERVATIONS.

Take morning coffee with a side of
fresh air at Singita Pamushana Lodge.

SLEEP UNDER THE STARS
There’s no camping required for these open-air overnights.

If twice-daily game drives don’t provide
enough communion with nature, guests at
Zimbabwe’s seven-suite Singita Pamushana
Lodge can drift off in beds on their private
decks to a soundtrack of nearby chirps and
distant roars. Suites from $1,495 per person
Le
Tour
Eiffel
seen from
per
night,
including
a welcome gift and
Parc du Champ de Mars
breakfast daily.
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2

IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
Spot the Big Dipper from a king-size canopy
bed in the Cabriolet Suite at northern
Italy’s 57-room L’Albereta hotel, where a
retractable roof glides open with the flip
of a bedside switch. Cabriolet Suite from
$529, including a welcome cocktail and fruit
basket, breakfast daily, and one 50-minute
massage for two.

3

AT SEA
Every night, staff on board SeaDream
Yacht Club’s 112-passenger SeaDream
I and II ships make up Deck 6’s Balinese
daybeds for passengers who wish to abandon their staterooms for the evening. The
complimentary experience is first-come,
first-served; have your travel advisor make
arrangements when booking.

KEENPRESS/GETTY IMAGES

1

ON SAFARI

Personalizing independent travel to over 30 countries throughout
ęǰ ǰ    
¡      ¢   
¢  ǯ  ǰ   ¢ ¢ ǰ¢
 £¢  ¢ ę  ¢ 
 ǯ¢     ¢
¡    ¡   Ȃ   
  ǯ      
    ¡ ǯ

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and start planning.

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

AFRICA

ASIA

SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS

3.
5.

4.

2.
2.
6.
1.

7.
7

FACE THE WORLD
What’s in Virtuoso Life staffers’ cosmetic cases when we’re exploring the world.
Korena Bolding Sinnett,
associate art director: Nars
Yachiyo Kabuki Brush (1) is
super-lightweight and applies
highlighter and blush in the
most perfect, subtle way ($55).
I found the Tonymoly Petite
Bunny Gloss Bar (7) in Seoul
and love the sheer color ($8).
Plus, who doesn’t want a bunny
hiding in her makeup bag? Yu-Be
Moisturizing Skin Cream was
invented in Japan ($16). It’s really
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absorbable and perfect for dry
travel skin, rough patches, and
cuticles. Jouer Lip Enhancer is
the best lip moisturizer – and it
acts as a clear gloss too ($16).
Annie Fitzsimmons, digital
editor: Essie’s Sand Tropez (2)
is my pick for the perfect neutral
nail color – it works on everyone
($9). I’ve spent thousands of dollars on dermatologists and fancy
skin products, and it wasn’t until

I tried Caudalie at The Yeatman
hotel’s spa in Porto, Portugal, that
my skin changed. I love Caudalie
Vinoperfect Radiance Serum
(13) for fading dark spots and
skin damage ($79). Thai Coconut Beach Waves is great for
hair: It smells like a vacation and
gives you great tousled waves –
without crunchiness ($12).
Elaine Srnka, editorial director:
La Prairie Cellular Radiance

Cream Blush (3) provides a
dewy pop of color and comes in
a glam compact ($70). OPI
Drip Dry (5) lacquer drying
drops are perfect for setting
a manicure on the go ($13).
Simple Micellar Make-up Remover Wipes (9) are the best
for freshening up in ﬂight ($8).
Golden Door Zen CC Cream is
a multitasking tinted moisturizer with a matte ﬁnish and a
powerful SPF 50 ($58).

8.

11.
9.

10.
14.

12.
13.

Amy Cassell, assistant editor:
Laneige Water Bank Moisture
Cream (4) is the ultimate for
combating dry skin ($32). The
travel-size Oribe Dry Texturizing Spray (10) dry shampoo/
texturizer hybrid is my secret
for post-airplane “messy on
purpose” hair ($22). Lime
Crime Velvetines Liquid
Matte Lipstick in Red Velvet
easily dresses up your look and
stays put for hours ($20).
Melanie Fowler, art director:
Jurlique Skin Balancing Face
Oil (6) absorbs easily and
soothes travel-weary skin ($50).

Green-tea-based AmorePaciﬁc
Time Response Skin Renewal
Mist is hydrating and compact
for travel – and it smells great
($90). Super-thick Bite Beauty
Agave Lip Mask is a lifesaver for
extreme travel conditions, from
long-haul ﬂights to ski trips ($26).
Veronica Rosalez, graphic designer: A travel-size bottle of Dr.
Bronner’s Peppermint PureCastile Soap (8) is an all-in-one
cleaning tool: Use it to wash
your face, body, hair – even to
brush your teeth in a pinch ($3).
Anastasia Beverly Hills Dipbrow Pomade goes on smooth,

stays on all day, and doesn’t
smudge ($18). NYX Cosmetics
Liquid Suede Cream Lipstick
in Sandstorm is affordable but
feels high-end with rich color
and a matte ﬁnish ($7). It applies
evenly and is long lasting.
Marika Cain, managing editor:
Nars Velvet Matte Lip Pencil
(11) in Dolce Vita pinch-hits
for a full outﬁt change when I
need to look pulled together
for a night out ($26). Glossier
Coconut Balm Dotcom (12) is
super-moisturizing and smells
like summer ($12). Aveda Pure
Abundance Hair Potion works

magic on airplane hair: The
powder becomes a textured
volumizing gel when you apply it
to your roots ($25).
Terrie Hansen, SVP-publisher:
The pocket-size Sun Bum
Sunscreen Face Stick SPF 30
(14) takes up no space in my
bag – plus it’s not greasy and
does the job ($10). Flowerbomb
by Viktor & Rolf in a rollerball
tube smells fabulous and travels
everywhere with me ($29). I’ve
used Olay moisturizers since I
was 16, and I don’t go anywhere
without Olay Complete All Day
Moisturizer ($8).
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CRUISE
SOMEWHERE
NEW
Take it from the insiders:
Virtuoso advisors on where
to sail next.
IF YOU’VE SAILED:
The Galápagos Islands
Now Try This: “For just-asspectacular wildlife and scenery, embark on an expedition
to Antarctica,” suggests David
Brandon, a travel agency executive from Queensland, Australia.
“Go in December or January,
when the weather can be kinder
and crossing the Drake Passage
is relatively smoother.”
Go: Daily Zodiac excursions,
onboard lectures, and whalewatching sessions are highlights of Quark Expeditions’
South Shetland Islands and
Antarctica cruise. The 11-day
sailing on the 199-passenger
Ocean Endeavour sails roundtrip from Ushuaia, Argentina.
Departures: Multiple dates, December 3, 2016, through March
5, 2017; from $5,995.

120

IF YOU’VE SAILED: The Greek Isles

IF YOU’VE SAILED: The Rhine River

Now Try This: “The South Pacific’s Marquesas Islands are for romance, relaxation, and amazing marine life,” says Garden Grove,
California-based travel advisor Leah Bergner. “I love the Paul Gauguin’s
onboard water-sports platform for access to snorkeling and diving.”

Now Try This: “Take a river cruise along the Seine in October,” says
Harrison, Arkansas-based travel advisor Linda Allen. “In Giverny, visit
the home of French impressionist Monet. The artist’s water garden in
its fall colors is absolutely breathtaking.”

Go: Paul Gauguin Cruises’ 15-day round-trip-from-Papeete, Tahiti,
voyage on the 332-passenger Paul Gauguin calls on ports in the Marquesas, Tuamotus, and Society Islands. Days at sea are spent learning
about Tahitian culture and lounging by the pool. Departures: Multiple
dates, November 19, 2016, through October 20, 2018; from $6,995.

Go: See Normandy’s WWII monuments and explore Napoleon’s mansion in Conflans during AmaWaterways’ ten-day round-trip-fromParis cruise on the Seine aboard the 148-passenger AmaLegro. The
journey culminates with a two-day stay in Paris. Departures: Multiple
dates, September 15, 2016, through November 9, 2017; from $2,899.
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JOHN TANGNEY

A Zodiac adventure on a Quark
Expeditions’ cruise to Antarctica.

Hidden away at the top of the ship, The Haven by
Norwegian™ provides an unparalleled cruising experience.
You’ll enjoy 24-hour butler service, private dining options,
a secluded courtyard with pool and sundeck and
much more. The Haven by Norwegian™ offers
the best combination of ultimate luxury coupled
with unrivaled value.

Discover The Haven by Norwegian™ and Save!
For a limited time, Haven guests
receive complimentary fine wine,
champagne and spirits, a specialty
dining package, Shore Excursion
Credits, Free Wi-Fi and Friends &
Family Sail Free (on select sailings), a
value of up to $2,600 per stateroom!
PLUS, you’ll enjoy an exclusive behindthe-scenes ship tour, only through
your Virtuoso travel advisor!

EASTERN CARIBBEAN
7 Days • Norwegian Escape
Departs 11/19/16 – 4/29/17
Miami, Florida • St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin
Islands • Tortola, British Virgin Islands •
Nassau, Bahamas • Miami, Florida
Haven Suite fares from $2,899

WESTERN CARIBBEAN
7 Days • Norwegian Epic
Departs 12/23/16 – 3/25/17
Orlando & Beaches (Port
Canaveral), Florida • Cozumel,
Mexico • George Town, Grand
Cayman • Ocho Rios, Jamaica •
Great Stirrup Cay, Bahamas •
Orlando & Beaches (Port
Canaveral), Florida
Haven Suite fares from $3,049

Booking window is 9/1 - 12/31/16. Norwegian’s Free at Sea offer is applicable to 5+ day sailings. All Pride of America and Norwegian Sky sailings are not eligible for this offer. Offer is for New Individual FIT Reservations,
New Group Delegates or FS bookings. Qualifying New Individual FIT reservations can be moved into an existing traditional or FS Group. Offer is combinable with existing group block rates. RQs are not applicable unless
RQ reservation converted to OF or BK status within the promotional booking window. Promotion cannot be held as group block. Singles paying 200% of voyage fare qualify. Guest cannot substitute or customize
this offer. All guests must have the same choice. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing. Government Taxes, Port Expenses & Fees, and
discretionary onboard service charges are additional. Cancellation Fees also apply based on the Booking/Sailing date. Not applicable to Chartered Dates and Group Types: INCREG & INCLARGE. This is a cruise only
offer. This promotion is not applicable on the land portion of Cruisetours or BUNDLES. Offer combinability with other promotional offers is subject to change at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line discretion. Other
restrictions may apply. All offer options have additional terms and conditions. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details. Fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible for
typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2016 NCL Corporation Ltd.

TRAVEL WITH A GROUP
Four keys to a successful vacation for the whole crew.
 Determine the trip’s scope.

 Designate a leader.

 Get on the same page.

 Provide a little flexibility.

Is this a week lounging on the
beach? A long weekend in a new
city? And what is everybody’s
budget? “Everyone must be
willing to communicate what
it is they’re looking for from
a vacation,” says Hollywood,
Florida-based travel advisor
Natallia Khoshchynka.

No, this person isn’t president
of the vacation, but he or she
will take the reins on corresponding with the travel advisor,
collecting money, and gathering
opinions. “This should be the
person who gets everyone’s
trip suggestions, but is also
involved in keeping the group
engaged throughout the planning process,” says Suzanne
Bouldoukian, a travel advisor
from Palo Alto, California.

The key to avoiding an awkward breakfast-table discussion about noise levels or meal
planning is an honest pre-trip
query. “There’s nothing wrong
with saying, ‘We’re going to be a
big group, and maybe we don’t
all know each other very well,
so we’d like to lay out some
guidelines that we all agree to
up front,’” says Bouldoukian.

“Include free days so people
can do what they want, or make
excursions optional,” says
Victoria, British Columbiabased travel advisor Rick
Johnson. “It’s OK to want to
hang back by the pool instead of
exploring town.”

LIVING
LA VIDA VILLA
A group getaway must:
Enough personal space for
everyone. Here’s where to
spread out.
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Villas of Distinction rents
thousands of properties
in 50-plus countries, from
Spain to Thailand, including a six-bedroom beachfront retreat on Costa
Rica’s Nicoya Peninsula.
Seven-night stays from
$11,500, including airport
transfers, housekeeping
services, and a $100 concierge services credit.

OneFineStay specializes in
urban escapes in London,
Paris, Rome, New York City,
and Los Angeles. Make a
four-bedroom townhouse
in Manhattan’s Chelsea
neighborhood your base
for exploring the city. Fivenight stays from $5,625,
including housekeeping services and a complimentary
iPhone to use during stay.

St. Barth Properties’
portfolio of villas includes
a five-bedroom beachfront
escape with bilevel
terraces, a heated pool,
and an air-conditioned
gym. Six-night stays from
$6,370, including a welcome beach bag and bottle
of local rum.

Guests of the new fourbedroom Villa One at
One&Only Palmilla in
Los Cabos, Mexico have
access to a dedicated chef,
personal trainer, and spa
therapist. Four-night stays
from $50,000, including
airport transfers and a complimentary yacht cruise.

Villa d’Este on Italy’s Lake
Como recently refreshed
its nineteenth-century,
six-bedroom Villa Garrovo
with a garden veranda, a
full kitchen, and marble
bathrooms. Villa pricing
available upon request, including breakfast daily and
a complimentary minibar.

FREEMIXER/ISTOCK

Jump for joy: The elusive group vacation is possible.

XTREMEDR

#GoDomRep
GoDominicanRepublic.com

Kite Beach, Cabarete

Puerto Plata

MARK A HALF CENTURY
Celebrating 50th-anniversary milestones, the leaders of three marquee
tour operators reflect on the evolution of their industry.

SVEN-OLOF LINDBLAD

DENNIS PINTO

GEORGE BUTTERFIELD

CEO, Lindblad Expeditions

Managing Director, Micato Safaris

Founder, Butterfield & Robinson

“When my father, Lars-Eric Lindblad, first
launched Lindblad Travel in 1958, the world
felt largely undiscovered. From a travel perspective, everything was a bit squirrelly. We
couldn’t quite predict the weather. Some
maps hadn’t been updated since Captain
Cook’s days. Today, you may not be the
first to go somewhere, but the experience
is certainly richer. We do things now we
couldn’t have imagined: kayaking alongside
an iceberg, sending down an ROV submersible to observe undersea life, using technology to pinpoint dive spots guaranteed to
be extraordinary. Instead of pioneering
places, what matters now is the emotional connection. If you’re in Baja California
and a great gray whale, once hunted to the
edge of extinction, puts its head on the
side of your Zodiac, that transforms you
in a way that goes beyond reading about
environmentalism in Time magazine. I know
some people think there’s nothing new in
the world, but it’s all about nuances and approach. You can go to Alaska and wait in line
with tourists at some curio shop. But if you
know where to go, you can discover a hidden bay or waterway 20 miles away that’s
as wild and untraveled as it was 50, 100, or
200 years ago.”

“We used to pack our itineraries with activities. Every minute was planned. Surprisingly, in the last few years, people want to
do less. We’re pulling away from scheduling
extra excursions in favor of scheduling extra
time – time to yourself to sit on a rock and
ponder a spectacular view, time to reflect
on the meaning of life. Maybe it’s because
we’re all engaged with our devices; I don’t
know. I think particularly for families, and
especially those with teenagers, travel is
better when you connect with each other
instead of staring at screens all day. There’s
no place like Africa to truly unplug. I’m
generally biased toward Kenya and what’s
available there experientially. If I had three
days left to live, that’s where I’d go. When
you’re in the Masai Mara, it’s unlike anything
you’ve ever seen and certainly beyond the
scale available on your computer or from
television. The place envelops you. As far as
the eye can see, it is just endless vistas and
animals and the smell of the grasslands.
No matter what technology brings, it can’t
replace the magic of being out there.”

“Butterfield & Robinson started 50 years
ago with the classic grand tour of Europe.
Sixty days, walking and biking, all for
$1,500, including airfare over and back. We
were staying in youth hostels and pensions
back then, and travel could be rough, but
the idea was to make the most of your big
adventure. Blaze a trail! Now we stay at
Relais & Châteaux and country manors, and
the price tag is a little higher, but people
still want the same joy. What makes travel
special, particularly guided travel, are those
moments when you say, ‘I don’t think I
could possibly find this place on my own.’ To
be in the hands of an expert or a local who
takes you to that hidden temple in Myanmar
or to that museum in Milan that nobody
else knows about – what a fantastic thing
that is. You go, ‘My goodness, how did I get
here?’ The world may be a lot faster in
many ways, but some things never seem
to change. Burmese monks still beg for rice
at dawn. Bulgaria’s medevial sites are still
throwbacks. In Burgundy, my favorite place
in the world, the modern sense of development hasn’t really happened. Its countryside biking routes are as beautiful as ever,
and you still come away saying, ‘Wow, that
was the trip of a lifetime.’”

This year marks the 50th anniversary of
Lars-Eric Lindblad’s first “citizen explorer”
trip to Antarctica.

It’s a family affair: Dennis’ parents, Jane and
Felix Pinto, both second-generation Kenyans,
founded Micato Safaris in 1966 and still host
safari guests in their Nairobi home. Dennis’
sister, Anna, and wife, Joy Phelan-Pinto, also
help to run the company.

George, along with his wife, Martha, and her
brother, Sidney Robinson, launched B&R in
1966 as a European hiking and biking tour
for students.
– AS TOLD TO DAVID HOCHMAN
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Vancouver

Spectacular by Nature

DISCOVER VANCOUVER IN THE FALL
Presented by Discover Holidays
3 nights in Vancouver
Virtuoso rates from $684 USD per person
Experience Vancouver with all five senses in this 3-night getaway. Traverse through
urban cityscapes, seaside parks, and ancient rain forests while hearing fascinating tales
from your knowledgeable guide. Step into the holiday season at Capilano Suspension
Bridge Park with the Suspension Bridge, Treetops Adventure and Cliffwalk. Enjoy one
of Vancouver’s top fine-dining restaurants and taste your way through the bustling
Granville Island Public Market on a foodie tour.

This package includes:
• 3 nights at Fairmont Waterfront/Fairmont Room
• Vancouver City Tour & Capilano Suspension Bridge
• Four-course deluxe dinner at either Black & Blue,
Coast, or Italian Kitchen
• Granville Island Market Tour
• Private transfers to and from YVR airport

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor to book.
CONDITIONS APPLY. CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND TO BOOK YOUR
INDIVIDUAL VACATION. OFFERS ARE BASED UPON AVAILABILITY AT TIME OF BOOKING AND VALID FOR STAYS 01
NOV, 2016 - 30 MAR, 2017. BLACKOUT DATES AND RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY.

BUY ART ABROAD
Catherine Whitworth, a Virtuoso travel advisor and former eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
art dealer from Athens, Georgia, shares her tips for acquiring a beautiful souvenir overseas.

Art-buying essentials: Shop
around and purchase with care.

SHOP AROUND Check out a few galleries before deciding on a piece
to purchase. “I usually look for similar items to get a feel for what the
value should be,” she says.
KNOW YOUR DESTINATION’S CUSTOMS REGULATIONS

“Many countries do
not allow any item over 50 years old to leave.” Whitworth suggests
visiting the U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s website (cbp.gov)
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for information on current restrictions; your travel advisor can also
help get you up to speed on customs regulations before you go.

PAY WITH A CREDIT CARD Most galleries will take care of shipping art
home, but if damage occurs in transit, you’ll want a proof of sale. “It’s
always smart to take lots of photos of the item – and make sure you
have a certified receipt on the gallery’s stationery.”
BUY WHAT YOU LOVE “Most of my clients just want a piece of the culture, be it a high-end painting or a small textile,” says Whitworth. “My
advice is to buy what makes you happy. If it’s a piece you love and it
costs what you’re willing to spend, go for it.”

STUART O’SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES

VISIT THE RIGHT GALLERIES Research is key. “Your travel advisor should
be the front line for information, but the hotel concierge can also suggest reputable galleries,” says Whitworth. “And before you go, look
online for lists of the top studios and shops in your destination.”

Don’t Just Visit Rome...
Live Like a Native Roman

Buonissimo
Discover the heart and soul of
Rome by tasting its culinary
splendors. Let us show you the
best places to stop for gelato,
pizza, espresso and other
delights on a relaxing walking
tour of Rome.

Early morning
breakfast at the Vatican
Enjoy a unique opportunity to enter
the Vatican Museums before the
QHƂEKCNOQTPKPIQRGPKPIHQTCP
exclusive courtyard breakfast in the
tranquility of the Pinecone Courtyard.

Artisan Tour
Rome is the place to look for artisans
manufacturing modern masterpieces
while still respecting the traditions
of the past. Meet these artists
and watch as they create leather
jackets, ceramic decorations and
embroidered linens.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor and start planning your trip to Italy!

KNOW YOUR ITALIAN WINE REGIONS
Where to uncork and say salute! – from the northern border to the boot heel.
FRIULI-VENEZIA GIULIA

LOMBARDY

•Friulano •Ribolla Gialla
•Malvasia Istriana

•Franciacorta •Pinot Nero
Italy’s answer to Champagne isn’t
prosecco or moscato d’Asti – it’s
Franciacorta, the high-quality sparkling wine favored in Milan.

The current orange wine trend began
here near the Slovenian border,
where pioneering winemaker Josko
Gravner ferments ribolla grapes in
ancient clay jugs. For more on orange
wine, see page 86.

PIEDMONT

•Barolo •Barbaresco
•Barbera •Dolcetto
The native nebbiolo grape, used in
the region’s greatest wines, gets its
name from the nebbia, or fog, that
blankets the region in fall.

MILAN

VENICE

VENETO

•Valpolicella •Soave •Prosecco
Amarone della Valpolicella is believed
to be the modern-day descendant
of wines first made in the region by
Romans in the sixth century.

LIGURIA

•Cinque Terre •Vermentino

UMBRIA

Many of the Cinque Terre’s terraced
vineyards, carved into cliffs high
above the Mediterranean Sea, are
accessible only by foot.

•Orvieto Classico

•Sagrantino di Montefalco
Sagrantino wines, rising stars among
elite Italian reds, were first made by
Franciscan friars in this, the region from
which Saint Francis of Assisi hailed.

ROME

TUSCANY

•Chianti •Brunello di
Montalcino •Bolgheri
After a tasting of Chianti Classico at
Castello di Ama, tour the fifteenthcentury property’s contemporary
art installations from Anish Kapoor,
Louise Bourgeois, and more.

“The best way to enjoy wine in Italy
is to have your guide find an out-of-theway trattoria. It will not have an extensive
wine list – if it has one at all – but you can
bet the house wine will be local. The same
applies to purchasing bottles: Look for
interesting vintages at local markets
or small enotecas.”
– Michele Benigno, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Santa Ana,
California

CAMPANIA

••Costa d’Amalfi ••Greco

Visit Cantine Marisa Cuomo to sample its flowery Furore Bianco Fiorduva
alongside views of the Amalfi Coast
and dramatic Furore fjord.

PUGLIA

PALERMO

SICILY

•Etna Bianco •Nero d’Avola
A movement toward organic, biodynamic wines, led by young vintners
such as Arianna Occhipinti,
is growing in the rich volcanic
soil near Mount Etna.

•Red •White •Sparkling
– INGRID K. WILLIAMS
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•Primitivo •Bombino Bianco
Only Veneto produces more wine
than the oft-overlooked heel of Italy,
whose native primitivo grape is a
cousin of American red zinfandel.

(MAP) ANDREW JOYCE/HANDSOME FRANK

tip

NAPLES

Exotic Islands. Tropical Hideaways.
Private Yacht Style.

Enjoy up to $200 shipboard credit
on select itineraries when you book by October 31, 2016.

I

ntimate. Exclusive. Unique. That’s what a voyage on Windstar Cruises is all about.
As a world leader in small ship cruising, Windstar Cruises brings you closer to the world.
With fewer than 300 guests, you can revel in service that is attentive, personal, and
intuitive. No lines, no hassles, this will feel like you are on your own private yacht.

C A R I B B E A N • P A N A M A • C O S TA R I C A
Sailings from Bridgetown, Colón, Puerto Caldera, and more
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.

PICNIC LIKE A PARISIAN
Master the art of the weekend tradition – the Louvre and rue
Saint-Honoré boutiques will still be there in the morning.

W

HEN THE SUN SHINES AND
the weather is warm, Parisians
adjourn to the city’s grassy
parks, such as Champ-de-Mars and
the paved banks of the Seine, for
alfresco eating. Plentiful food shops
make provisioning le pique-nique fun
and easy. SAY CHEESE: Marie-Anne
Cantin’s (12 rue du Champ-de-Mars)
elegant boutique stands rind and paste
above other fromageries for hard,
gooey, and obscure varieties from
small French farms. YOUR DAILY BREAD:
Who makes the best baguette is an
age-old question, but a good place to
start is Le Grenier à Pain (38 rue des
Abbesses), awarded top honors in last
year’s Best Baguette in Paris competition. JUST DESSERTS: Sweet tooths
rejoice over the daily delivery of cakes
and confections from some of Paris’

top chefs at Fou de Pâtisserie (45 rue
Montorgueil), the city’s first pastry
concept shop. POUR IT ON: Les Caves
du Panthéon (174 rue Saint-Jacques)
stocks a wide selection of wines, from
inexpensive up-and-comers to fine
Bordeaux. ONE-STOP-SHOP: Le Bon
Marché’s Grande Épicerie de Paris (38
rue de Sèvres) is a temple for foie gras,
caviar, prepared foods, and many more
high-end staples. Carry it all in their
cute canvas tote – also a fun souvenir
for gatherings at home. TAKE IT EASY:
Travelers short on time can order
ahead from the new organic picnic
menus prepared by Épicerie Générale
(43 rue de Verneuil and 1 rue Moncey)
that include a mix of salad, fruit,
sandwiches, olives, dessert, and even
Champagne; the boutique grocer
also delivers. – KIMBERLEY LOVATO

tip

– Stéphane Gattefosse, Virtuoso
travel agency owner, Paris
Baguette- and blanket-approved:
Parc du Champ-de-Mars.
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“Champ-de-Mars and the Jardins
des Champs-Élysées are great picnic
spots. My favorite, however, is between the
Louvre and Tuileries Garden at sunset; it’s too
crowded at lunchtime. Sip wine and enjoy one
of the city’s best views while the sun glides
behind the Arc de Triomphe – the spot is so
romantic, a friend even proposed to his
girlfriend there.”

X Viking Longship Explorer Suite

The largest suites on European waters.
An onboard concierge to customize each guest’s cruise.
The most modern river cruise fleet.
More travel awards than any other river cruise line.
The World’s Leading River Cruise Line…By Far®

#1 RIVER CRUISE LINE

#1 RIVER CRUISE LINE

Ask about Viking’s 2017 Early Booking Discounts.
For details, contact your Virtuoso Advisor today!

©2015 Time Inc. Affluent Media Group. Used under license. Travel + Leisure and
Time Inc. Affluent Media Group are not affiliated with and do not endorse
products or services of, Viking Cruises.

CST: #2052644-40

DRINK LIKE A LOCAL
Spirited souvenirs share a sense of place.

China: Baijiu
Its pungent flavor, reminiscent of overripe fruit,
is an acquired taste, but
Shui Jing Fang distillery’s baijiu, primarily
made from fermented
sorghum and aged in
terra-cotta barrels,
reigns as the world’s
best-selling spirit.
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South Africa:
Amarula Cream Liqueur
Sipping Amarula on ice
or in coffee is nearly as
key to the safari experience as spotting the
“big five.” The liqueur is
flavored with the fruit of
the African marula tree.

Holland: Genever
Gin’s predecessor,
genever, dates to the
sixteenth century and
tastes more like a light
Scotch than a juniperforward gin. Bols blends
triple-distilled malt wine
(fermented rye, corn,
and wheat) with neutral
grain spirits.

Turkey: Raki
Typically paired with
mezzes, anise-flavored
Yeni Raki brandy has
been produced since
1944 and is the country’s go-to brand. It’s
traditionally mixed with
water and ice, which
turns it milky white.

Iceland: Brennivin
Locals call it the “black
death.” Yet this schnapps –
distilled from potato mash
and flavored with caraway
seeds – goes down easy
and almost takes the edge
off Icelandic hakarl
(putrefied shark meat).

France: Génépy
An après-ski (or earlier)
tradition throughout
the Alps, Dolin’s Génépy
des Alpes gets its lightgreen color and distinctive sweet, herbaceous
flavor from the mountain
botanical artemisia –
aka wormwood.

Bolivia: Singani
Similar to Peruvian
pisco, singani is a clear
muscat brandy best
sipped neat or in cocktails
that call for vodka. Casa
Real, which produces
Singani 63, is Bolivia’s
most popular brand.
– LANEE LEE

(BOTTLES) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY ADAM FORTNER, (FLAGS) ISTOCK

Indonesia: Arrack
A centuries-old type of
rum, arrack (also spelled
arak) is distilled from a
mash of sugarcane and
red rice. During the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the
brand Batavia gained
popularity in the States
and Europe as the base
for potent punches.

MUSIC, ART, FASHION AND DESIGN
AROUND THE CORNER

C A L L Y O U R V I R T U O S O T R A V E L A D V I S O R T O M A K E Y O U R R E S E R VA T I O N

SNACK IN SPAIN
From tapas in Madrid to Basque pintxos, regional
bar bites define the country.

BASQUE COUNTRY
CANTABRIA

GALICIA

Gilda pintxos
(skewered guindilla peppers,
Cantabrian anchovies, and
manzanilla olives)
Drink with: Txakoli,
a slightly effervescent
white wine

Navajas a la plancha
(grilled razor clams)
Drink with: Refreshing rosé

Pulpo gallego
(Galician-style octopus)
Drink with: Galician
albariño, a crisp
white wine

RIOJA
Pimientos del piquillo
rellenos de bacalao
(roasted piquillo peppers
stuffed with salt cod)
Drink with: Rioja crianza,
an oak-aged red wine

BARCELONA

CASTILLA Y LE
LEÓN

MADRID

Jamón Ibérico
(Iberian dry-aged ham –
the best comes from
Guijuelo in Salamanca)
Drink with: Dry manzanilla
or fino sherry

SEVILLE

MADRID
Patatas bravas
(spicy “brave” potatoes)
Drink with: A draft
Mahou lager

CASTILE
Queso manchego
(Manchego cheese)
Drink with: Rueda verdejo,
a citrusy white wine

VALENCIA
Caracoles en salsa
(snails in a spicy tomato sauce)
Drink with: Young red wines

ANDALUSIA
Salpicón de marisco
(shellfish salad)
Drink with: The driest
white in the bar

TAPEO TALK
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Madrid-based Virtuoso travel agency
owner Rocío Huete’s three favorite tapas
bars in the city – for now.

1

Cuenllas – order foie Pedro
Ximénez (foie gras with sherry
on toast). Calle Ferraz 5.

– JEFF KOEHLER

2

Don’t miss the empanada de
rabo de buey (oxtail empanada) at Taberna Averías.
Calle Ponzano 16.

3

Bodega de la Ardosa’s tortilla
de patatas (Spanish omelet) is
a classic and – especially here –
delicious choice. Calle de Colón 13.

(MAP ILLUSTRATION) ANDREW JOYCE/HANDSOME FRANK, (MANCHEGO CHEESE) RUA CASTILHO/STOCKFOOD,
(RAZOR CLAMS AND PIQUILLO PEPPERS) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI, (IBERIAN HAM) ALFONSODETOMAS/ALAMY, (ALL OTHERS) ISTOCK

CATALONIA
Pa amb tomàquet
(bread rubbed with tomatoes
and drizzled with olive oil)
Drink with: Red vermouth

Gateway to the Divine
As a symbol of purity for over 800 years, the torii to Itsukushima
shrine cleanses all who pass through. Opening onto one
Miyajima
of Japan’s most stunning locations, where architecture
pays equal tribute to the spiritual and natural worlds,
Miyajima is truly the land of the divine.

facebook.com/visitjapan

twitter.com/visit_japan

pinterest.com/visitjapanusa

http://us.jnto.go.jp

GET YOUR DAILY FITNESS
(Hint: Tear out this pro-sourced page and take it with you.)

1. Jump Rope. (Substitute jumping jacks
or jogging in place if you don’t have a rope.)
2 minutes

T

2. Squats. Sit at the edge of a chair with
feet shoulder-width apart. Cross arms over
chest. Lean torso slightly forward as you
stand up. Slowly sit down. 15 repetitions

HINK OF TRAVEL AS A WAY TO SHAKE UP YOUR ROUTINE RATHER THAN AS AN INTERruption to it,” says exercise physiologist Heather Giordano of the respected Canyon
Ranch Lenox destination spa. “Get creative and do some exercises that you might
overlook in your typical gym session.” Giordano formulated this workout, which requires only
a jump rope and your body weight – two things that easily travel with you. Each nine-step cycle
should take about ten minutes; complete two or three cycles for a longer workout.

3. Kneeling Push-ups. Start on stomach,
hands in push-up position, knees bent.
Exhale and push up. For more difficulty,
extend legs for a full push-up. 15 repetitions
4. Step-ups. Stand with right foot on a
stool or bottom step of a stairway. Slowly
bend knee, lowering left foot toward floor,
keeping torso upright. Avoid touching floor;
keep left foot flexed. 15 repetitions each side
5. Plank. Hold body in push-up position
with weight on forearms, shoulders in line
with elbows, and back flat. 1 minute
6. Jump Rope. 2 minutes
7. Lunges. Take a large step forward, making sure front knee is directly over ankle, not
in front of it. Keep head and chest upright as
back knee bends toward floor. Push up and
back off front leg to return to starting position. 15 repetitions each side
8. Side Plank. Lie on side supported by
elbow with knees bent. Stack feet. Keep
elbow directly under shoulder. Straighten
knees and lift hip off floor. 30 seconds
each side

PHONE IT IN
Fitness apps to download
before your next trip.
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CycleCast brings the
cycling studio to your
phone, with downloadable,
instructor-led 20-, 45-,
and 60-minute rides, and
data that syncs to healthtracking apps. $9.99/month,
iOS only.

Nike+ Training
Club is packed with
more than 100 workouts
by experts – including pro
athletes and celebrities –
complete with video and
audio. Free, iOS and Android.

Sworkit provides 5- to
60-minute strength,
yoga, cardio, and stretching
workouts. The premium version adds customization and
an “ask a trainer” feature.
Free (basic) or from $2.99
(premium), iOS and Android.

MapMyRun uses
GPS to track fitness
endeavors or map out runs
in new destinations. It also
tracks calories, speed, distance, and more. Free, iOS
and Android.

7 Minute Workout
emerged from scientific study of high-intensity
interval training. The app
gets you worked out and out
the door to explore. Free, iOS
and Android.

MICROGEN/ISTOCK

Body-weight resistance
exercises travel well.

9. Triceps Dip. Sit on a bench or chair with
feet in front of knees. Transfer weight to
hands and slide pelvis forward and off edge
of seat. Bend elbows (no further than 90 degrees) and slowly lower toward floor. Press
up, straightening elbows. 15 repetitions

FIND YOUR WELLNESS
Tips from one of the travel industry’s most respected holistic-living brands.

F

OR AMAN CEO OLIVIER JOLIVET, THE CONCEPT OF
wellness goes far beyond juice cleanses, rigorous
workouts, and short-lived trends. “People want to
be part of a community with values, and that extends to
their travel experiences,” he says. When you’re selecting your next getaway, consider how Aman approaches
healthy living.

BEGIN WITH A DIAGNOSIS
Identify your needs to understand what you want out of
a wellness experience, Jolivet says. “Do you want something more active, like Thai kickboxing? Or do you want to
disconnect and experience something more spiritual?”

EMBRACE THE DISCONNECT
You don’t have to do a digital detox, but certain destinations
provide a natural detachment from ordinary life, such as
Bhutan’s dramatic, isolated landscape. (At Amankora, one
of five Aman properties in Bhutan, the Spiritual Immersion
retreat combines cultural adventures with yoga, meditation,
spa treatments, and lectures.)

EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS
Jolivet notes that for travelers now, it’s all about options
and the freedom to explore a variety of healing methods
they wouldn’t normally encounter at home, such as Chinese
medicine and essential oils or different techniques in massage, talk therapy, physical exercise, and meditation.

EAT WHAT YOU WANT
“We serve food that is part of the local culture,” Jolivet
says. “But we also offer a variety of international dishes,
so you can decide what you want.” No matter where you
are in the world, he adds, listen to your body first and
don’t feel an obligation to adhere to a certain diet or trend.
You might crave almonds after a hike, or you might want a
plate of spaghetti alla Bolognese. It’s your call.
– ANNIE FITZSIMMONS

Aman’s new wellness programs are expert-led individual and group experiences across all 30 of its properties. Examples: At Amanpuri on Phuket, Thailand, customized wellness immersion
focuses on fitness, weight loss, cleanses, and mental awareness. Rajasthan, India’s Amanbagh offers a retreat led by an in-house ayurvedic physician.

138

V I RT U O S O L I F E

COURTESY OF AMAN

Clockwise from top:
The Punakha Lodge Courtyard Terrace
at Amankora in Bhutan, an Ocean Pool
Pavilion at Amanpuri on Phuket, and a yogic
interlude at Rajasthan's Amanbagh.

Savor
T H E W O R L D W I T H T H E F I N E S T C U I S I N E AT S E A ™
U p g ra d e yo u r E xp e ri e n c e
FREE UNLIMITED INTERNET
F R E E B E V E R A G E PA C K A G E
F R E E S H O R E E XC U R S I O N S
F R E E S H I P B OA R D C R E D I T
available on selec t voyages

The Summer Sales Event ends September 30, 2016
Virtuoso Exclusive Dining Experience or Shipboard Credit on many voyages

Reserve select Riviera or Marina 2016 -2018 voyages and indulge your pallet at either
La Reserve by Wine Spectator or Privée, compliments of your Vir tuoso Travel Advisor.
Offers and fares are subject to change on 10/1/16. All fares are per person in U.S. dollars, valid for residents of United States and Canada, based on double occupancy (unless otherwise noted), for new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. The Virtuoso Exclusive
Dining experience onboard Riviera or Marina will be fulfilled onboard as a $250 per stateroom shipboard credit, with which you may, at your own discretion, use to have a gourmet food and wine pairing dinner at La Reserve (Discovery or Odyssey menu only, Connoisseur menu
available for an additional charge), or for those booking an Owners or Vista suite, dinner in Privée. These dining experiences will need to be reserved by the guest after embarkation. Reservations are required and are subject to availability. The Virtuoso Exclusive amenity
on select Regatta, Insignia, Nautica and Sirena voyages is $200 per stateroom shipboard credit. OLife Choice and OLife Ultimate amenities are per stateroom, based on double occupancy and subject to change. OLife Choice and OLife Ultimate Free Internet amenity is one
per stateroom; Owner’s, Vista & Oceania Suites receive access for two devices per suite. OLife Choice and OLife Ultimate free shore excursions vary by voyage and exclude Oceania Choice, Oceania Exclusive and Executive Collection. Voyages up to 9 days receive 6 free shore
excursions; 10-12 days receive 8 free shore excursions; 14+ days receive 10 free shore excursions. If shore excursion amenity is selected, all excursions must be chosen at least 14 days prior to sailing. OLife Choice and OLife Ultimate beverage package amenity is House
Select. Guests in the same stateroom must choose the same OLife Choice amenity and amenity must be chosen by final payment. Not all promotions are combinable. 2 for 1, OLife Choice, OLife Ultimate and Cruise-Only Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares;
such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite and stateroom categories and do not include optional charges as detailed in the Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed, along with additional terms, at OceaniaCruises.com. Cruise-Only Fares do not include
government fees & taxes, OLife Choice amenities, OLife Ultimate amenities or Airfare. “Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip flights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK,
LAX, LGA, MCO, MDW, MIA, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to assign gateways based on availability for JFK, LGA and MIA. Gateways are subject to change at any time. Airfare is available from all other U.S.
and Canadian gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Airfare” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details, visit exploreflightfees.com.
Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, promotions and surcharges at any time. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. SEP1614

COMMEMORATE YOUR TRIP
Leave the vacation photos to the pros.

G

ONE ARE THE DAYS OF
ﬂagging down random
passersby to snap photos
of your group by the Trevi Fountain. Vacation-photography
company Flytographer works
with professionals in 180 cities
who will accompany travelers
on a sightseeing adventure,
capturing posed and candid moments along the way. Think of
them as very friendly paparazzi:
Flytographers serve double duty
as local guides, pointing out
favorite shops and restaurants
while leading their subjects to
picturesque sites. Digital images
arrive in your inbox within ﬁve
business days. From $250 for
30 minutes, ﬂytographer.com.

Clockwise from top: Flytographer
photos from Honolulu, Bangkok,
Porto, Rome, and Venice.

SKETCH IT
14 0
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Channel your inner Georgia O’Keeffe with Winsor & Newton’s Professional Water Colour Compact Set. The travel-size kit
comes with a brush and 14 watercolors – you can use your hotel room’s notepad as a canvas. $142, winsornewton.com.

The luxury of more.
At AmaWaterways, our focus is continually finding ways to give our guests more — more memorable
experiences, more space, and more choices. With a variety of dining options, immersive shore
excursions and onboard amenities, our guests will always have the luxury of choice and that
luxury makes all the difference. So no matter how you choose to spend your time, you will have an
unforgettable river cruise with AmaWaterways.

MORE VIEWS

MORE INCLUDED TOURS

MORE ACTIVE OPTIONS

Enjoy stunning panoramic views in
our spacious twin-balcony staterooms
that feature both French and outside
balconies.

Your days will be full of exploration with
immersive tours in every port. Often,
you’ll even have a choice of excursions –
and it’s all part of the cruise fare.

Join one of our included guided
bike tours or hikes and experience
the beauty and nature of Europe in
a unique way.

MORE DINING

MORE SERVICE

MORE WAYS TO RELAX

We offer critically acclaimed, locally
inspired dining in a variety of venues,
including The Chef’s Table specialty
restaurant.

Our Cruise Managers are experienced
in providing personalized service.
They are there for you throughout
your entire itinerary from start to finish.

Watch castles go by while taking
a dip in our sun deck pool and
unwind with an onboard massage
after a day of discovery.

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Four Years in a Row

2012

|

2013

|

2014

|

2015

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor
THE HIGHEST RATED RIVER CRUISE SHIPS

TRAVEL
LIKE A VIP
Book one of these behindthe-scenes adventures.

OHold court on a private

Hawaiian beach. Virtuoso’s
on-site connection in Hawaii
has access to the undeveloped,
privately owned island of
Niihau, which is usually offlimits to tourists. After a helicopter ride to the island, spend
the afternoon alone on the
beach, snorkeling, looking for
shells, and spying endangered
Hawaiian monk seals.
OShop like a royal in London.

Niihau, for
your eyes only.

The tour, led by a local boutique’s creative director, covers
the Saint James and Mayfair
neighborhoods’ most stylish
stores and private ateliers. A
couple of highlights: visits to bespoke men’s shirtmakers Turnbull & Asser and a tour of Lock &

Co., the world’s oldest hat shop
and a royal family favorite.

tip

OSpend a day with a muay

Thai kickboxing pro in Bangkok. The all-access experience includes an invite to an
early-morning training session
(ambitious travelers can even
tag along for a 12-mile run), a
backstage pass for a glimpse
into prefight rituals, and ringside seats for the match. For a
bonus Bangkok experience,
Virtuoso travel advisor Mollie
Fitzgerald of Gibsonia, Pennsylvania, says, “I love the fabulous
hands-on cooking school at
The Siam, a stylish hotel tucked
away from the city’s skyscrapers. Lessons begin with a chefled visit to the local market.”

These exclusive experiences
are available through Virtuoso’s on-site connections
around the world. Work with
your travel advisor to
arrange them.

OSwim with sea lions in

Argentina. Following an on-land
training session, marine specialists boat travelers 30 minutes
off the coast of Puerto Madryn,
Patagonia, to the Punta Loma
Provincial Reserve, home to one
of the country’s most popular
sea lion colonies, for 45 minutes
of wildlife immersion.

TAKE A TOUR YOU’LL LOVE

M

ANY TRAVELERS ARE SEEKING OUT MORE OF A COOL AND FRIENDLY ‘LOCAL HOST’
rather than a fact-spewing guide,” says New York City-based Virtuoso agency executive
Jack Ezon. “The best experiences come from the right personality match and creative
insider intel.” A knowledgeable travel advisor is your best connection to the top guides in any
destination. Here, a few pointers for finding a host who elevates your trip.

LOOK FOR THIS PERSONALITY TRAIT A guide’s education level, language skills, longtime residency
in a destination, and sense of humor are all important. But the one trait most often cited in
Hatherly and his guides’ post-tour client surveys? Empathy. “Our guides are really compassionate and caring,” he says. “Kindness, patience, and concern are traits we value greatly.”
CONSIDER IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES “If our clients have short attention spans, or are traveling with
kids, then they need a guide to spice up the day,” Ezon says. Diversions might take the shape of
a scavenger hunt at the Louvre, seeing Versailles by Segway, or touring Paris on a bicycle.
ASK FOR SPECIALISTS “A more recent trend is an interest in specialist guides,” Hatherly says,
“for art, history, outdoor activities, and culinary pursuits, for example.” In China, that might
mean a guide who hikes the Great Wall with travelers, or one who can introduce Beijing’s
contemporary art scene. Another trend: tours led by local professionals, such as food
writers, chefs, historians, and economists.
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History lessons
in Bagan, Myanmar.

(NIIHAU) DOUGLAS PEEBLES PHOTOGRAPHY/ALAMY,
(MYANMAR) CULTURA RM EXCLUSIVE/YELLOWDOG/GETTY IMAGES

WHEN IT COMES TO HISTORY, KNOW YOUR STYLE You might want an award-winning academic to
give you a deep dive into facts and figures, or you may prefer a lighter, high-level view. For
Gerald Hatherly, Abercrombie & Kent’s China specialist, based in the country since 1986,
“the best guides are not just well versed in history and culture. They enjoy it.”
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PHOTO CREDIT

Italian countryside views at
Tuscany’s Belmond Villa San Michele.

DON’T
MIND IF
I DO
FROM EVENT PLANNING TO LOCATION AND
VENUE SCOUTING, TRAVEL ADVISORS SHARE
THEIR DESTINATION-WEDDING EXPERTISE.

PHOTO CREDIT

BY KIRK REED FORRESTER
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EDDINGS ARE A CELEBRATION OF LOVE,
and today more and more couples are opting to marry in a locale that matches their
mood: expansive like the ocean, lofty like
the mountains, timeless like a European
castle. Yet the reasons to have a destination
wedding are as practical as they are poetic.
“These days, most weddings are destination weddings anyway,” says Susan Moynihan, a Winter Park, Florida-based Virtuoso
advisor who specializes in wedding-related
travel. “Unlike in earlier generations, when
most friends and family came from nearby,
people’s social networks today aren’t limited by geography. Everyone is coming from
somewhere, so why not have the wedding
someplace fabulous?”
Moynihan notes that destination weddings are often emotionally simpler than
those in a bride’s hometown, alleviating
knotty family issues by introducing a neutral location and allowing for a more tailored
guest list and relaxed atmosphere. They also

offer the chance for the bride and groom to
really engage with their guests: Essentially,
everyone is on vacation together.
Travel advisors often handle the entire
destination-wedding process, just as they
would for any group getaway. They help
couples choose the right destination, find
a venue, negotiate hotel rates, book rooms,
arrange flights and transfers, review contracts, manage logistics for off-site parties, plan activities and excursions, and
coordinate with the hotel wedding planner, who usually focuses on details for the
actual wedding.
“Working with a travel advisor streamlines the planning process,” says Virtuoso
advisor Margie Hand, based in Birmingham, Alabama. “I take care of the guests,
so all the bride and groom have to worry
about is the ceremony.”
Here, four travel advisors offer their favorite spots for tying the knot. All that’s
left to say is “I do.”

M & J PHOTOGRAPHY/OFFSET.COM

All signs point to a memorable
wedding – and Champagne.

Fal in Le wi

ines

Friendly faces. Fascinating culture. Fantastic beaches. And all that food!
It’s easy to fall in love with the Philippines, an archipelago of more than 7,000
islands resplendent with natural and cultural wonders including six World
Heritage-listed sites. Explore energetic Manila, the emerald Banaue Rice
Terraces and the ethereal landscapes of Palawan, consistently ranked among
the world’s best islands.
Experience top-notch museums, a rich Spanish colonial heritage, and a
diverse cultural mix with deep American ties. Adventure seekers can go
kayaking, spelunking and birding, while pristine reefs and ancient wrecks
make for some of the area’s best diving. Relax at award-winning spas and
relish an eclectic menu of everything from Japanese and Indian to modern
Filipino cuisine.
Ready to fall in love? Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor and discover
why it’s more fun in the Philippines.

www.itsmorefuninthephilippines.com
www.philippinetourismusa.com

ines:
Presented by Abercrombie & Kent
12 Days • Departs February 11; March 18;
November 4, 2017
• Join an intimate group of no more than 18 guests
led by an expert A&K Resident Tour Director
• Explore always-bustling Manila
• Take a thrilling helicopter ride to General
MacArthur’s historic island outpost of Corregidor
• Savor Filipino cuisine at a festive Chef ’s Table
experience
• Embark on a tropical jungle cruise down the
Loboc River
• Discover the traditions of an indigenous Filipino
village at the Motag Living Museum
• Relax on the white sand beaches of Boracay

For more information, connect with your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Beachfront Bliss

SAINT LUCIA
“I call Saint Lucia the Hawaii of the Caribbean,” says Virtuoso advisor Lindsey Epperly
of Atlanta. The island appeals to adventure
seekers and beach bums alike. “Imagine the
Pitons with a beach nestled in between. It’s
like nowhere else in the Caribbean.”
Privacy, Please. With hillside villas and
beachfront bungalows just steps from the
water, Sugar Beach, a Viceroy Resort, offers wedding guests plush privacy, including a plunge pool and butler for each of its
86 rooms. Epperly suggests having the ceremony on the beach or the resort’s sunset
deck. “A lot of brides have a romantic image
of their wedding day in paradise,” she says.
“Here, you can actually make that happen.”
Crowd-Pleasers. Whether it’s spa treatments in a Swiss Family Robinson-like

treehouse, private boat tours around the
island, or rum-tastings with the resort’s
“rummelier,” the Sugar Beach staff is adept at keeping wedding guests entertained
during their stay.
The Details. Saint Lucian law requires
couples to be on the island for three business days before their ceremony (though a
license can be expedited for an additional
fee). Doubles from $555, including breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit. Wedding packages from $985, excluding accommodations.
IF YOU LIKE SAINT LUCIA’S SUN-SOAKED
gu
ISLAND VIBE, TRY

On this secluded Caribbean isle, 70-room
Cap Juluca resort is home to a private,
crescent-shaped beach and elegant Moroccan architecture. Doubles from $595, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
Wedding receptions from $128 per guest,
excluding accommodations.

A peak ceremony site at
Saint Lucia’s Sugar Beach.

Countryside Splendor

TUSCANY

“A lot of people love
Belmond Villa
tropical weddings,” says
San Michele.
Margie Hand, “but some
don’t want to deal with
the sand and heat, and
are looking for more of a
cultural experience.” For
them, she suggests the Italian countryside. “There’s
such a draw around being
in Tuscany. You’ve got the
great food and wine, the
beautiful scenery, and the
historic feel. Plus it’s such a romantic destination,” she says.
Vows with a View. At Belmond Villa San
Michele, a fifteenth-century monastery
outside Florence, couples exchange rings
in the lemon garden or amid Renaissance
frescoes, followed by celebratory drinks in
the Cloister Bar and panoramic vistas from
La Loggia Restaurant. With just 45 rooms,
the entire property can easily be booked
out for a wedding.
La Dolce Vita. Hotel-arranged excursions
include hot-air balloon rides, Vespa tours,
chef-led pasta-making lessons, and winetastings in the surrounding Chianti region.
The Details. A travel advisor can help sort
through the fine print of obtaining an Italian marriage license, which varies depending on the region and the couple’s religious
preferences. Doubles from $982, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
Wedding packages from $265 per person, excluding accommodations.
IF YOU LIKE TUSCANY’S SCENIC VISTAS,
t uga
a .
TRY

Located in this vineyard-dotted region along
the Douro River, 70-room Vidago Palace’s
palatial, belle epoque-style pink facade, grand
staircases, and surrounding mountain landscapes make great backdrops for photos.
Doubles from $224, including breakfast daily,
a round of golf and massage for two, and a
cooking class or winetasting. Custom wedding
packages available; pricing varies.
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The thrill of Cambodia
The oasis of Raffles

Raffles Praslin, Seychelles

SINGAPORE, SEYCHELLES, PARIS, BEIJING, DUBAI, MAKATI, PHNOM PENH, SIEM REAP, ISTANBUL
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

Into the Jungle

Rustic charm meets the Wild
West at the Lodge & Spa at
Brush Creek Ranch.

ARENAL VOLCANO NATIONAL PARK, COSTA RICA
The Arenal Volcano towers over its namesake
national park, a central Costa Rican locale
blanketed in emerald-green rain forest and
enhanced by a soundtrack of toucan calls.
It’s a destination ideal for couples looking for
their own slice of tropical paradise.
Warm Welcome. “For a jungle experience,
I love the 35-villa Nayara Springs,” says
Pittsburgh-based travel advisor Lynn Ciccarelli. To access the adults-only property,
guests walk above a rain-forest canopy via
a 250-foot wooden bridge, a feature that
makes for stunning bridal-party photos.
Nature Time. Travelers approach their ecogetaway at their own speed, whether they’re
indulging in treatments in open-air spa pavilions or exploring the jungle on horseback.
The Details. Visiting couples need only
valid passports and two witnesses to hold a
civil ceremony, as long as a legal Costa Rican
officiant presides over it. Doubles from $650,
including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
Wedding packages from $795, including a bridal bouquet and wedding cake.

Mountain Magic

SARATOGA, WYOMING
While staying stateside is simpler for guests
(no passport required), a domestic destination wedding can still capture a farfrom-home feeling. Many Western lodges
combine rugged natural beauty with fivestar-resort amenities. “It’s rustic luxury,”
says Susan Moynihan. “But rustic doesn’t
mean you have to rough it.”
On the Ranch. With gorgeous scenery,
comfortable accommodations, and a remote
location on 30,000 acres of pristine land in
Wyoming’s Platte River Valley, the 39-room
Lodge & Spa at Brush Creek Ranch is a
popular spot for weddings. Spouses-to-be
seal the deal in an outdoor amphitheater or a
barn that’s been converted into a chapel.
Western Ways. Brush Creek knows how
to keep its guests busy, offering activities
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such as horseback riding, archery, hiking,
and fly-fishing. And because the bookings
are all-inclusive, guests have the opportunity to try everything.
The Details. Travel advisors can help couples easily obtain a marriage license from a
Wyoming county clerk. Doubles from $1,500,
including meals and activities, a massage for
two, and a cattle drive or fly-fishing excursion.
Wedding packages from $750 per guest, including two nights’ accommodations.
IF YOU LIKE WYOMING’S SECLUDED
SCENE, TRY
At 70-room Blackberry Farm in the foothills
of the Great Smoky Mountains, a chandelierlit barn is one of several dreamy reception
sites. Doubles from $548, including a welcome amenity, breakfast daily, and a $100
spa credit. Wedding packages from $255,000,
including two nights’ accommodations for up
to 150 guests.

IF YOU LIKE COSTA RICA’S ADVENTUROUS APPEAL, TRY
The new Costa Esmeralda Airport nearby
makes the beachfront accommodations of
37-room Mukul Beach, Golf & Spa an attractive destination. Doubles from $550, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
Wedding packages from $36,810, including
four nights’ villa accommodations for eight.
An airy villa at
Nayara Springs.

Don’t forget to sit back
and enjoy the moment.

DOS AND DON’TS

(WAGON) MEL BARLOW, (CHAIRS) MARIA LAMB/OFFSET.COM

How to navigate the road to a memorable destination wedding.

DO think about the
logistics of a location.
Couples may have to
ask themselves, “Will my
85-year-old grandma be
able to make this trip?”
If that’s an important
factor, choose a spot
that’s easy to get to,
such as one that offers
nonstop flights from a
number of cities.
DON’T delay the invitations. Guests need
more time to plan for
attending a destination
wedding, says Susan
Moynihan. At least six
months’ notice is ideal.

DON’T take it personally if a guest can’t attend. It may not be easy
for everyone to make the
trip, despite their best
wishes to be there.
DO gift local wedding
favors. A regionally
specific find from a local
market is a thoughtful
thank-you to guests
for making the trip. For
a client’s destination
wedding in Jamaica, for
example, Margie Hand
suggested engraved coffee mugs with bags of
the island’s popular Blue
Mountain Coffee.

DON’T check the
dress. It’s not worth
the risk of your gown
getting damaged or –
worse – lost in transit.
But note: A garment bag
is considered one allotted carry-on item.
DO plan activities. A
destination wedding is
a vacation for everyone,
and it’s nice to keep
guests entertained,
or at least suggest
diversions. Plus, group
excursions give couples
more opportunities to
spend time with friends
and family.

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

Delight is the world
at extraordinary savings.

Tianjin
Dalian
Incheon
Yantai
Qingdao
Busan Hiroshima
Lianyungang
KOBE
Fukuoka

LOS ANGELES
FORT
LAUDERDALE
Cabo
San Lucas

Pacific
Ocean

HOLIDAY PANAMA CANAL ODYSSEY

Santa Cruz
Huatulco

East
China
Sea

Cartagena

Portobela
Puerto Chiapas
Puerto Quetzal
Puntarenas
Panama Canal

from $7,999

Fort Lauderdale to Los Angeles • 18 days • Dec 19, 2016

Xiamen
HONG
KONG

JAPAN, KOREA & BEIJING

Pacific
Ocean

from $9,999

Kobe to Hong Kong • 18 days • Apr 5, 2017

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest
Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities
including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Event.

All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of $447.00 to $843.00 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may
vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice. All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2016 Seabourn.

BACK IN STYLE
NOBODY WEARS PARIS LIKE THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS HOTEL‚ THE RITZ.
BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO

WARDROBE STYLING: CHRISTINE LERCHE. MODEL: CARRA SUTHERLAND-OLAGNON/AGENCE PROFIL. MAKEUP: LUC LAPÔTRE
WARDROBE: COAT, MARELLA; DRESS, VICTORIA BECKHAM; SHOES, MARNI

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHEL FIGUET

How to make an entrance:
The remodeled lobby hallway.
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A

S HOTEL REOPENINGS

go, none had City of Light loyalists licking their chops like that
of the historic Ritz Paris, which welcomed its first guests in June
after a four-year, $450 million renovation by celebrated architect and designer Thierry W. Despont. Traditionalists, fear not:
Despite the twenty-first-century makeover, the place Vendôme
landmark swirls with the familiar and unhurried elegance that
has earned it preferred pied-à-terre status with the rich and famous since Swiss hotelier César Ritz opened it in 1898.
“What was most important to us was that the Ritz Paris remained the Ritz Paris,” says general manager Christian Boyens. While in his opinion the property is significantly better in
terms of modern amenities, such as its new wicked-fast Wi-Fi, if
Ernest Hemingway or Ingrid Bergman were to walk through the
doors today, it would still be the place they remember.
Though the hotel made some renovations after current owner
Mohamed Al-Fayed purchased it in 1979, a project this extensive required a full closure for the first time in its 118-year history. Much of what’s new is undetectable at first glance – unsexy
yet essential upgrades to plumbing, heating, electrical, and airconditioning systems, and the addition of dozens of elevators
and staircases to help staff move quickly and efficiently behind
the scenes. Equally as critical, however, says Boyens, was safeguarding the historic look and details that embody a stay at
the Ritz. Regulars will find that peach-colored robes still hang
alongside the bathrooms’ beloved golden swan fixtures and
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(GARDEN) COAT AND DRESS, ROCHAS; SHOES, MARNI

Clockwise from left: Guest
relations manager Manfred Mautsch,
brasserie Bar Vendôme’s terrace, the
pool, guest-room balconies (viewed
from Mansart Suite), and the new
Versailles-style garden.
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“IT’S THE ONLY HOTEL IN THE WORLD
THAT YOU’LL REMEMBER WALKING INTO
FOR THE FIRST TIME‚ BECAUSE HISTORY
IS BEING MADE IN THE MOMENT.”
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Clockwise from left:
Bar Hemingway’s Colin Field
makes a Bloody Mary, finedining restaurant L’Espadon,
the house Monopoly, a cocktail
at the new Ritz Bar, and Salon
Proust’s afternoon tea.

chains labeled “Valet” and “Maid,” and the old-fashioned keys used
to adjust guest-room lights remain delightfully intact.
But what’s a multimillion-dollar renovation without a few dazzling
superlatives to brag about? Next to the hotel’s neoclassical indoor
swimming pool, the world’s first and only Chanel Spa debuts with six
treatment rooms and a boutique selling beauty products and makeup. A new concept store, L’Oeil du Ritz, stocks photo books, stationery, and even a custom-made Monopoly game in which players buy
queen- and king-size beds rather than houses and hotels. The winter
garden gained a retractable roof and heated floors, making it balmy
year-round. And in the freshened-up lobby, Salon Proust’s afternoon

tea is a reservation-only affair, with freshly baked cakes, madeleines,
and other confections served on bespoke Haviland porcelain beneath
a portrait of the French author, a former hotel resident.
But all that’s a glittery aside. What really makes the Ritz Paris
stand out among luxury hotels is its attitude – sophisticated but not
snobby, elegant yet easygoing – bolstered by devoted staff from the
top down. When the hotel closed, nearly all 500 employees were let
go, but each was promised their job back. Roughly 300 have returned,
including housekeepers, porters, doormen, and concierges. For
guest relations manager Manfred Mautsch, who started at the reception desk nearly 35 years ago, it’s a testament to the love and respect

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6

157

they have for the hotel, its legacy, and the interactions with guests.
“We’re a big family here,” he says. “If you’re happy, it shows.”
As for Bar Hemingway, the hotel’s watering hole that inspires
cocktail pilgrimages to the spot where Papa famously tippled for decades? Not much has changed, including head bartender Colin Field,
who knew from the time he was a teen that he wanted to work at the
Ritz, and who has mixed Serendipities, “Clean Dirty Martinis,” and
Bloody Marys at the bar since 1994.
“It’s the only hotel in the world, in my opinion, that you’ll remember walking into for the first time, because history is being made in
the moment,” Field says. “There’s something in the walls. You can
tear them down and put up new ones, but the spirit of the Ritz is still
and always will be the Ritz.”
That’s its enduring allure: It whispers between the black-andwhite images of the world’s who’s who hanging in Bar Vendôme.
It splashes and shimmers playfully in the garden fountain. And
it runs graceful fingers over the grand filigreed staircase. Push
through the Ritz’s revolving doors, and you’re not just ushered
into a storybook setting, but also warmly invited to join a cast
with the lineage of legend.
The Impériale Suite’s
two bedrooms and
(inset) swan bathtub fixture.

SUITE STORY
Half of the Ritz’s 142 rooms are
now suites – some with private
terraces overlooking a parklike
interior garden – and all guest
rooms have been enlarged (the
hotel eliminated 17 for the extra
space). As Boyens says, in possibly the renovation’s biggest
understatement, there are now
no bad rooms at the Ritz Paris.
A few favorites:

OIMPÉRIALE SUITE: Also a

historical monument, this vast
2,347-square-foot apartment has
a dining room for eight. One of
its two bedrooms is a replica of
Marie-Antoinette’s at Versailles.
OMARIA CALLAS SUITE: This

one-bedroom, sixth-floor oasis
has rooftop and Eiffel Tower views.
OCOCO CHANEL SUITE: The

OCHOPIN SUITE: A petite

OWINDSOR SUITE: Two bed-

choice for style mavens is black
and white: photos of the fashion
icon, lacquered Coromandel
screens, Goossens gilt-framed
mirrors, and Giacometti- and
Jean-Michel Frank-inspired table
lamps and sconces backed by
place Vendôme views.

rooms, two marble bathrooms,
and portraits of the Duke and
Duchess are made more regal by
a living-room fireplace, private
elevator, and wine cellar.

Doubles from $1,145, including
breakfast daily, room upgrade at
time of booking, and no set checkin/checkout times.

one-bedroom with a grand
piano, a rounded bedroom,
and a handpainted ceiling and
parquet floors classified as
historical monuments.
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LUXURY IS
JUST THE BEGINNING.
Experience the luxury that awaits you in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Imagine staying in a five-star private villa, chartering a yacht to a quiet
bay or enjoying the culinary delights of your own personal chef.
The authentic moments will make your getaway even more memorable,
from our unique heritage to our colorful culture to our acclaimed
international food scene.
Whether flying commercial or on a private jet, you’ll experience the
conveniences of a destination accustomed to meeting your every
need. And all the luxury your heart desires.
The memories begin when you
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
/visitusvi

/usvitourism

©2015 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism

Right this way:
The grand staircase and
(right) bellmen’s welcome.

STEP BACK IN TIME

Composer George Gershwin spent a month at the 200-room
Peninsula Paris in the spring of 1928 working on his orchestral piece
An American in Paris.
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Inaugurated in 1862 by Empress Eugénie, wife of Napoléon III, the
470-room InterContinental Paris Le Grand is home to Le Café de la
Paix, designed by Paris Opera architect Charles Garnier and declared
a historic site in 1975.

In 1891, French fashion designer Jeanne Paquin opened the House
of Paquin – which grew into the city’s most popular and influential
couture house before WWII – at the present-day site of the 153-room
Park Hyatt Paris-Vendôme.

Suite 714 at Le Royal Monceau, Raffles Paris, where Ray Charles once
lived, now bears his name and contains portraits of the artist, a piano, and
the 149-room hotel’s signature acoustic guitar, found in every room.

During the liberation of Paris in August 1944, the 208-room Hôtel
Plaza Athénée’s Relais Plaza restaurant served as a cafeteria for
American soldiers.

The elegant building now home to the 101-room Shangri-La Hotel,
Paris was once the residence of Prince Roland Bonaparte, grandnephew
of Emperor Napoléon I, and a meeting place of Paris’ haute bourgeoisie.

In addition to being repurposed as the American Embassy during
WWII, the 188-room Le Bristol Paris was also used as the set for
Woody Allen’s 2010 film, Midnight in Paris, starring Owen Wilson.

This month, the 244-room Four Seasons Hotel George V, Paris
makes big news of its own: Turn to page 191 to learn more about the
1928 art deco landmark.

V I RT U O S O L I F E

(STAIRWELL) SHIRT AND TROUSERS, MAX MARA SPORTMAX; SHOES, MAX MARA

The Ritz Paris doesn’t have a lock on historic glamour and tales.
Check in at these celebrated addresses and add a new chapter to their allure.

Experience
Flemish Masters
IN FLANDERS - BELGIUM

From Flemish Masters to world glass gastronomy, chocolates and award winning Belgian Beers,
Flanders offers a wealth of experiences for today’s sophisticated travelers.
Contact your Virtuoso travel professional today to start your Flemish Masters experience.

Slowly
up the
Ganges

The Ganges Voyager ll sailing near
Kalna and (opposite) crew members
on board the ship.
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An Indian exploration in two acts.
By Kim Brown Seely
Photography by Kevin J. Miyazaki

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6

163

We

have seen everything now, my husband and
I, voyaging up India’s most sacred river. We
have seen lead-green water and vivid orange
skies. We’ve watched a moonlike sun rise and
a funeral pyre burn. We’ve glimpsed a boy
gliding past in an inner tube. We’ve watched
men and women bathing in the river and
blessing themselves in the river and pouring
handfuls of river water over their heads.
We’ve seen entire villages brushing
their teeth.
We’ve witnessed women pounding laundry clean and great flocks of egrets flying.
We’ve watched people carrying baskets of
soil on their heads – moving riverbanks of it,
one bucket at a time.
But mostly, we’ve seen lots of little kids
along the river’s banks, leaping and shouting, frantically trying to get our attention.
These kids are like kids from another planet,
they’re so excited. When we wave back from
the boat, they fall all over themselves. We
spend a lot of time waving back.
When the opportunity arose to travel
to India and join the first luxury itinerary
up the Ganges with river cruise operator
Uniworld, I immediately cleared my calendar. I dug out my copy of Eric Newby’s Slowly
Down the Ganges. I got a lot of questions.

“Tell me again why I’d want to do this?”
my husband, Jeff, asked, when I began lobbying him to join me. I stumbled. I was
aware that the Ganges is one of the world’s
most polluted rivers and that my husband
might not enjoy traveling in India. But
I’d been two times before and had always
dreamed of taking him. “It’s very alive,” I explained. “I mean, you see everything there,
and whatever you see, you see more of.”
I spoke with Mollie Fitzgerald, a Virtuoso
travel agency owner and an expert on India.
“It’s a destination you experience with all
your senses, and in the way that it assaults
all your senses, it also awakens your senses,”
she said. “The idea of cruising the Ganges
is really cool; eastern India is a part of the
country very few travelers have seen.”
I suspected Uniworld’s Golden Triangle
and Ganges trip would make an ideal introduction to a complex country like India.
We’d be staying at beautiful Oberoi hotels
the first week, and aboard a brand-new riverboat the second. I pictured a Wes Anderson kind of India: the two of us traveling in
style, a floating Darjeeling Limited meets The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.
THE GANGES IS ONE OF THE
world’s great rivers. Surprisingly, it isn’t
particularly long – only 1,500 miles from its
source high in the Himalaya to its mouth in
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Clockwise from opposite
left: Local kids, Jaipur’s
Hawa Mahal, a Delhi commute, and henna application
on the street in Jaipur.
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One of the reasons I love traveling
in India is the way its crazy,
infuriating aliveness takes hold.

The Taj Mahal and (opposite)
alfresco dining on a grand scale
at the Oberoi Rajvilas.
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“India is
a developing
country!” Rajiv
says. “It remains
an assault on all
your senses!
It requires
patience!”

the Bay of Bengal. The Yangtze, Nile, and
Amazon are all more than two and a half
times its length.
But the Ganges is great because to millions of Hindus, it is the most sacred river
on earth. They worship its waters, paying
homage to their ancestors. To bathe in the
Ganges is to wash away guilt. To be cremated and have your ashes sprinkled in it is the
dream of every Hindu. Along its banks sit
some of the world’s oldest inhabited cities.
Traveling by river, you have front-row seats
to an age-old stage.
I love rivers and have floated many of
them: the Amazon (twice), the Yangtze, the
Mississippi, the Colorado. I wondered how
the Ganges would be. Would we see things
in it? Would it smell?

Clockwise from top: An
Oberoi Rajvilas welcome
and meal, and a greeter
at the Oberoi Amarvilas.
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“IT’S A LITTLE DIFFERENT FROM
Amsterdam!” one of our fellow passengers
quips, as a bus ferrying 15 of us to Ganges
Voyager II weaves through the back alleys of
a Kolkata waterfront slum, where locals line
the riverside ghat to bathe and garbage litters the dock.
Although Uniworld is known for its lavish
decor and plush European fleet, the GVII is a
simpler, Indian-built affair. With two decks
of passenger cabins topped by a white-balconied upper deck, it resembles a three-layer wedding cake, filigree and flags tousling
the sky. Our suite has air-conditioning, gold

IT’S ALL ABOUT
THE DESTINATION...
On a Tauck European river cruise, you’ll be cruising aboard some of the most innovative, spacious and comfortable
riverboats afloat, featuring the industry’s most director-level staff. But once you’re on our all-included shore
excursions for Tauck guests only – with more exclusive experiences ashore than any other company on Europe’s
waterways – it’s all about the destination... and immersing in the world of people who live it day-to-day.
So when you meet the gardians (cowboys) and watch them in action on a family-owned ranch in la Camargue...
dine at a 15th-century schloss overlooking the Rhine... listen to Celia Sandys’ heartwarming stories of her “grandpapa,”
Sir Winston Churchill, in London... go shopping with a local on market day or behind the scenes with musicians at an
orchestra rehearsal in a Viennese palace... you’ll be sure to enjoy an experience you can’t get on your own.
Personalized, distinctively inclusive European river cruising from Tauck. Because how you see the world matters.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details on 2017 river cruises.

crown molding, and bright-red medallions
stenciled on the walls. It has a king-size
bed formed by two Regency-style twins, a
pair of Raj-inspired mahogany armchairs,
and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors that
open to daily river life passing by.
We find a wooden desk, a minibar, a TV,
and a luggage rack. The bathroom is big,
with a walk-in shower. But when everyone
meets up for the ship’s briefing, they’re
sharing jokes about the tiny standing sinks
with their inch of counter space. That said,
we’re all relieved after a week of touring to
unpack and settle in.

Agra’s Oberoi Amarvilas
at dusk and (top) a tent at
Jaipur’s Oberoi Rajvilas,
decorated with traditional
Rajasthani hand block
printing and gold thread.
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ONE WAY OF THINKING ABOUT A
trip like this is as an opera in two acts. Act 1,
the week before, had been a first-class spin
through India’s top hits: Humayun’s Tomb,
the Red Fort, the Taj Mahal, and the pink
city of Jaipur. India can be overwhelming,
and Uniworld does a tremendous job curating it. The 46 of us first meet up at The
Oberoi, New Delhi, where we’re divided into
smaller groups of 15 or so. Each group has its
own guide and full-size bus to spread out in,
a nice touch.
“Welcome to the largest democracy in the
world!” our guide Rajiv exclaims as we ride
through streets teeming with honking cars
and beeping motorbikes. “India is a developing country! It remains an assault on all
your senses! It requires patience!”
The Uniworld group turns out to be a
well-traveled, mostly 55-plus crowd, and
although the description might give an
impression of retirees in beige expedition
wear, by that night’s welcome party under

2015 VIRTUOSO

®

®

Best Niche
Cruise Line

WINNER

tip
Taking one or two Pepto-Bismol tablets
before each meal, up to eight a day, can
help prevent run-of-the mill stomach upset.
(Pepto-Bismol should not be taken for more
than three weeks, and it doesn’t have an
effect on bacteria, viruses, or protozoal infections.) Don’t drink the water in developing
countries such as India; use bottled water
to brush your teeth – even in top hotels. And lastly, use hand sanitizer
at every turn.

a rising kumquat moon, the metamorphosis
has begun. One of the reasons I love traveling in India is the way its crazy, infuriating
aliveness takes hold.
One of our dinner companions, roguishly
handsome in a white Tommy Bahama shirt
set off by flowing silver hair, enthralls me
with tales of his un-PC early days developing DuPont’s first chemical plants in Asia.
And there’s Sherry, a whip-smart retired TV
producer traveling with two couples from
California, Uniworld cruise veterans.
When we check into The Oberoi Amarvilas in Agra a day later, the drama heightens. Paprika-turbaned men, resplendent
in crisp, hand-blocked cotton tunics, pass
trays of cool pink watermelon juice upon
our arrival. Our rooms are oases of civility, with dark hardwood floors and French
doors that open onto terraces overlooking
lantern-lit pools. In the distance, the Taj
Mahal’s domes float above the trees.
We learn how the monument is a combination of Indian and Muslim styles, and that
the rulers of the Mughal dynasty were Sunni
Muslim. I’m still thinking about this when
we visit the Taj Mahal at sunset. Although
it’s a tomb, the World Heritage site is a riot
of life: parrots chattering in the trees, ladies
in brightly colored silks of turquoise and
Afloat in Murshidabad.
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E SPERANZA , A N A UBERGE R ESORT - L OS C ABOS , M EXICO

T HE C OVE A TLANTIS – B AHAMAS

Exclusive ID Extra! $150 Spa Credit, Romantic Turn Down Service + Bottle of Wine

Up To 40% Savings

J ADE M OUNTAIN – S T . L UCIA

T ORTUGA B AY - P UNTA C ANA , D OMINICAN R EPUBLIC

Exclusive ID Extra! $250 Resort Credit

Exclusive ID Extra! $150 Food & Beverage Credit + $100 Golf or Spa Credit

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED WITH OUR EXCLUSIVE COMPLIMENTARY POST DEPARTURE INSURANCE
SETTING THE STANDARD IN LUXURY TRAVEL, THE ISLAND DESTINATIONS COLLECTION OF RESORTS ARE THE ULTIMATE IN SERVICE, LOCATION AND QUALITY.
Tortuga Bay: ID Extra is valid for new bookings through 12/17 and travel through 12/20/16. Esperanza, An Auberge Resort: ID Extra is valid for new bookings through 12/15 and travel through 12/19/16.
Jade Mountain: ID Extra is valid for new bookings through 10/31 and travel through 12/19/16. © 2016 Island Destinations. All rights reserved. ® Island Destinations, The Authority for Luxury Travel, are registered trademarks.

saffron and cantaloupe drifting past, and
fervent young men trying to pose many
family members for photos.
“How much he must have loved her,” Rajiv
says, as several Uniworld couples sit for portraits. “The kind of relationship they shared,
that kind of romantic love, was unparalleled
during those times!” I know he’s probably said
this to hundreds of other groups, but it still
gets me, seeing the purity of all that translucent white marble against the blue sky.

Clockwise from top left:
The village of Matiari on
the banks of the Ganges,
and a stateroom detail and
prime perches on the Ganges
Voyager ll.
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ACT 2. OUR BOAT IS AFLOAT ON A
river the color of dry leaves. We wake early
and pad upstairs for yoga on the top deck.
A soft mist clings to the water, and buttery
dawn light warms the day. We stretch in
gentle seated poses to the pop-pop-pop of
sampan ferries’ four-cycle engines. Even at
this hour, they are packed with people and
cows and bikes headed to villages upstream.
This section of the Ganges is a world away
from the cities’ jostling crowds, honking
vehicles, and crazy chaos. The river turns
a liquid green-brown. Coconut palms peer
into the water, and white egrets meditate in
the fields.
An hour later, outside the window of the
boat’s breakfast buffet, I watch a man chestdeep in the Ganges face the rising sun. He
offers palmfuls of river water toward it,
then bows his head in prayer. I can see the
sun glinting off the top of his skull, while
around me knives and forks clatter.
“In our Hindu belief, there are different

L U X U R Y C H A U F F E U R - D R I V E VA C A T I O N S
Five star hotels & castles | Customized itinerary with hotels & driver for 2 to 9 persons
Pre-booked attractions and visits also available

Suggested Chauffeur-Drive Itineraries –
IRISH INDULGENCE

ELEGANT SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS

IRELAND’S CASTLES & MORE

10 Night Chauffeur-Drive Vacation

7 Night Chauffeur-Drive Vacation

6 Night Chauffeur-Drive Vacation

This 10-night itinerary gives travelers an
opportunity to include some of the lesserknown places in the North of Ireland as well
as the more popular regions of the south.
Explore vibrant Belfast’s restaurants and delve
into 20th century history. Relax in Lough Eske
Castle before heading to the Connemara
region, Cliffs of Moher and Kenmare.

This Scottish program focuses on the magical
scenery of the Highlands, with austere
mountains and vast stretches of open land.
Visit some of the many famous castles such as
Eilean Donan, Glamis, Crathes, Balmoral or
Stirling, view evocative ruins such as Urquhart
on Loch Ness while enjoying the luxury and
superb service of your chosen castle hotels.

Start your 6-night tour to visit Dublin’s
famous landmarks. Enjoy some pampering or
golf in the lovely country estate of Mt. Juliet
and explore the surrounding area of Kilkenny
and Waterford. Head to the south west to
revel in Killarney’s charm and scenery and
end your vacation at Dromoland Castle, one
of Ireland’s premier deluxe properties.

Celebrate a joyful occasion with special tour arrangements – whether it’s for two or a small group of family and
friends. Pick your preferred dates and we will assist you in planning a custom vacation, or choose from our
selection of suggested itineraries. Your driver will look after you every step of the way as you travel
around Ireland and Scotland.

Traveling with CIE Tours ensures your holiday will be filled with unique experiences and rich
cultural immersion. For over 80 years, CIE Tours has served as the most trusted Ireland and
Britain tour provider. CIE Tours’ array of tour itineraries and chauffeur-drive options allows
you to explore these countries on a personal level, for a deeper travel experience.

VIRTUOSO and the Globe Swirl Logo are registered
trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Kylemore Abbey, Connemara, Co. Galway

To book or for more information on any of CIE Tours’ Luxury,
Escorted or Independent Tour Programs, contact
your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Like everything
else floating
down the river,
the days of our
cruise slip by.

A Brahman priest
at the Lalji Temple in Kalna.
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ways to reach God,” Rajiv had said. “Penance
plays a very important part. In the West you
choose the comfortable way. But in Hindu
India, hardship counts.”
I can’t even imagine skipping coffee, let
alone breakfast, to stand in the river and
pray, but as we sampan ashore later and ride
cycle rickshaws to the ancient terra-cotta
temples of Ambika Kalna, the spirit of India
feels closer. It’s delightful bouncing through
these Hindustani towns’ narrow streets
with the wind in our hair.
There’s the creaking of wheels, the ringing of bike bells, the clop-clop of horses’
hooves. We stroll the Naba Kailash temples, two concentric circles separated by a
peaceful garden. We explore Pratapeshwar
Temple, covered in terra-cotta plaques depicting themes from Hindu epics. We walk
emerald-lit, mango-fringed roads bordered
by ancient sites and lush green fields. We see
many things we’ve never seen before.
Like everything else floating down the
river, the days of our cruise slip by. After
lunch we recline in cane chairs on the sundeck. It’s hot, but not too hot, just lovely
bare-feet weather in the low 80s. The afternoon breeze has a feathery touch. We
open our books, but it’s hard to concentrate
with kingfishers swooping and little kids
sprinting along the riverbanks, shouting
and laughing.
Someone says, “Look! There must be 50
people riding on top of that truck.” And a
few minutes later, from the balcony where
we’re now standing and waving, “I keep
thinking these guys bathing in the Ganges
are poor local villagers, but they’re taking
pictures of us with their iPhones.”
West Bengal has never promoted itself
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Immerse yourself in the life of a place
while traveling under your own power
and at your own pace. You’ll travel in
style and in great company with our
expert Trip Leaders—with van support
when and where you need it. At day’s
end, indulge in the region’s best lodging
and cuisine.

BIKING | WALKING & HIKING | MULTISPORT | FAMILY
ACTIVE CULINARY ADVENTURES | RIVER CRUISES | SNOW ADVENTURES

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information or to make your reservation.

for tourism, and if you have the rare feeling
floating along the Ganges that you’re way
off the map here – you are. When I look up
the region in my guidebook, there isn’t even
a chapter, which makes the trip feel authentic and exciting.
“In a rapidly urbanizing country such as
India, visiting local villages that were once
centers of world trade can be quite meaningful,” CEO Guy Young tells me later,
when asked why Uniworld is venturing up
the Ganges. And, it goes without saying,
witnessing the world’s different ways of
life – and how spirituality infuses so much
of it here – makes an impact on us.
ONE NIGHT AT DINNER WE MEET
Joan and Anne, two friends from Missouri
and Florida traveling together. Over our
first glasses of Indian-grown Sula sauvignon blanc, they tell us straight up that both
of their husbands are dead. Anne’s had a
heart attack in his sleep 20 months ago. He
was 64.
Until then I’d been obsessing over the
dining room’s too-bright lights, but as so
often happens on this kind of journey, the
essential truths sneak up when you least
expect them. “All my friends think I’m

crazy coming here,” Joan says brightly
over our Bengali chicken curry and salmon
meunière. “Believe me, no one where I live
goes anywhere.”
When Anne heard about Uniworld
launching the first luxury cruise up the
Ganges, she said to Joan, “We should do that!”
And so they did. They were a riot. They’d
been so worried about getting sick, they’d
purchased water-filter straws from REI.
Happily, they hadn’t had to unwrap them
yet. The pair had taken river cruises in Europe but agreed this was one of their favorite trips so far – even though their husbands
weren’t here to share it.
“What do you like most about it?” I
ask Anne.
“The peacefulness,” she says.
After dinner that night, the crew sets hundreds of lantern-lit leaf boats adrift down
the Ganges. We all stand in the darkness
and watch: It’s like a river of stars. Above
us, the black night sky is also sequined with
stars as far as we can see, and before us, the
river curves away until it meets the sky.
It’s as if the spirit of India has floated down
the river and reached us, I think, grateful to
be on the Ganges.

Into India

A painterly scene in New
Delhi and a decorated horse
carriage in Kolkata.
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Uniworld’s 13-day
tour and cruise from
New Delhi to Kolkata
is a wonderful intro
to India. The Golden
Triangle land tour
highlights the country’s classic sites, including the Taj Mahal,
with opulent Oberoi
hotel stays each
night. Eight days
floating the Ganges
on the 56-passenger
Ganges Voyager II
provide unusual access to rural India’s

heartland and West
Bengal’s rich history.
Departures: Multiple dates, January
through March and
September through
December, through
2017; from $7,599.
G Adventures’ 12day Ganges itinerary
in conjunction with
National Geographic
introduces travelers to an off-thebeaten-path section
of the river between

Farakka and Patna,
on board the 24-passenger Varuna. The
trip bookends the
river sailing with a
train ride from Kolkata to Farakka and
a tour of the holy city
of Varanasi. Departures: Multiple dates
through January 19,
2017; from $1,794.
Abercrombie &
Kent’s 18-person
tour spends 16 days
in northern India

and Nepal, including stops in Delhi
and Agra, and seven
nights floating the
Ganges from Kolkata
to the French colonial
outpost of Chandannagar, with visits to
towns and villages.
The group then
moves on to Kathmandu for temple explorations and a flight
over Mount Everest.
Departures: December 12, 18, 21, and 26;
from $9,295.

Best
Best
of the

Virtuoso travel advisors pick their
top spa, bar, and more for our
10th annual hotel awards.
BY CELESTE MOURE

Hotel of the Year
Borgo Egnazia, Puglia, Italy
“The design of this 183-room resort perfectly blends
Puglian style with a clean modern feel,” says New York
City-based travel advisor Judy Stein. Picture a traditional
village (a borgo) surrounded by olive groves, then add
a championship golf course, Adriatic beach clubs, a spa
that incorporates local herbs and olive oils into treatments, six restaurants (one just for kids), and enrichment
programs from fishing and photography to bartending
and wine appreciation. “If you let the staff know you love
ricci di mare, don’t be surprised if a local fisherman pulls
up to the beach club in his boat with the most perfect
and delicious sea urchin,” Stein says. Virtuoso travelers
receive breakfast daily and one dinner for two.
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From top: La Corte pool, the
main foyer, and the weekly
dinner in Piazza Don Cataldo.

BAHAMAS | CAPE TOWN | DUBAI | GREAT BARRIER REEF | LOS CABOS
M A L D I V E S | M A U R I T I U S | W O L G A N VA L L E Y

Coming soon: Bahrain, Montenegro, Sanya in China and two resorts in Mexico

Best Achievement in Design
Faena Hotel Miami Beach
Argentine developer Alan Faena enlisted film director
Baz Luhrmann and costume designer Catherine Martin
to mastermind the renovation of Miami’s 1947 Saxony
hotel. “Their passion created a wonderful blend of fantasy and glamour,” says Wendy Davis of Toronto, who sat
on the hotel’s preopening advisory board. Floor-to-ceiling
murals by Juan Gatti greet guests as they enter through
the lobby “Cathedral,” while a 24-karat gold-plated
woolly mammoth sculpture by Damien Hirst guards the
garden. The cinematic experience continues throughout
the property and its 169 guest rooms, with bold red and
teal accents, animal prints, and furnishings stealing attention from the balconies’ ocean views. “Wherever you
look, there’s a new detail to love,” Davis says – right down
to the pillowcases embroidered with Alan Faena’s fedoraand-feather logo. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit.
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From top: The Saxony Suite’s living room and Damien Hirst’s Gone But Not Forgotten.

Best Culinary Experience
The Farmhouse Restaurant,
Farmhouse Inn, Forestville, California

The Farmhouse Restaurant’s
dining room and (right) grilled
octopus. Below: Swank Flatiron
District addition Gold Bar.

Best Bar
Gold Bar, The New York Edition
“There’s nothing more decadent than sipping craft cocktails at a horseshoe-shaped
bar layered in 24-karat gold leaf,” says
Manhattan-based advisor Sylvia Betesh
Lebovitch. Tucked away on the second floor
of MetLife’s clock tower building, Gold Bar’s
original herringbone floors, mahogany
walls, carved plaster ceilings, and hundreds
of artists’ portraits in gilt frames draw as
many locals as they do guests. But Lebovitch has her own reasons for frequenting
the 273-room hotel’s bar: “The french fries
are my absolute favorite in New York City,
usually accompanied by a Mexican Bull:
tequila, fresh ginger syrup, and lime and
pineapple juices.” Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.
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While this family-owned, 25-room Russian River Valley
inn has innumerable charms – cottages with vaulted
ceilings and wood-burning fireplaces, a carriage-house
spa, winemaking owners – it’s the Michelin-starred
restaurant, housed in a restored 1873 farmhouse, that
lures guests and local residents back time and again.
“Chef Steve Litke strives to create dishes that bring
us back to places in our past,” says travel advisor Ken
Neibaur of Palo Alto. (Given a recent lineup of Hog
Island oysters, spring pea ravioli, and tamarind-kissed
Snake River Farms short ribs, Litke has led an enviable
life.) Dinner is the main attraction, but Neibaur also
recommends breakfast’s sweet cream biscuits with
Meyer lemon curd or French toast with mascarpone
and poached pears, which he deems “a real culinary
awakening.” Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily
and a $100 spa credit.

H I T T I N G A L L T H E R I G H T N OT E S .
Bemelmans Bar at The Carlyle, A Rosewood Hotel, New York City

A T RU E J O U R N E Y N E V E R E N D S .

A M E R I C A S | A S I A | C A R I B B E A N | E U RO P E | M I D D L E E A S T
Soon: PA R I S , P H N O M P E N H , P H U K E T

For reservations and information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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Best Spa
T Spa, Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake Como
“Relaxing at the spa’s infinity pool overlooking Lake Como is pure enchantment,”
says travel advisor Karen Howland of Glencoe, Illinois. The 90-room hotel’s recently
redesigned eighteenth-century wellness villa welcomes guests with Espa treatments
and, among other flourishes, a white marble Hammam Suite with a steam room,
couples’ bathtub, scrub plinth, and rain shower with a nebulized waterfall. Howland’s
recommended way to cap off a day of exploring nearby gardens and lakeside villages:
the Grand Garden Ritual, a nearly two-hour aromatherapy session that includes an
exfoliation, massage, and facial created exclusively for T Spa. Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily, a 25-minute spa treatment, a winetasting once during stay, and complimentary entrance to Villa Carlotta and its gardens.

AD XXXXX

T Spa’s Italian marble
Hammam Suite and (below)
relaxation lounge.
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Most Innovative Guest Experience
Belmond Hotel das Cataratas, Brazil
As the sole resort situated within Brazil’s Iguaçu National
Park, Belmond offers guests a true “only here” opportunity.
“The hotel is impressive, but the top reason to stay there
is for exclusive access to the falls before and after the park
opens and closes,” says NYC-based advisor Alexandra
Korey. The resort also has a resident biologist who leads
guided walking tours of the rain forest and falls, which are
visible from many of the 193 guest rooms. “I loved when our
walk reached Devil’s Throat,” Korey says. “When you arrive
at this tallest, most magnificent part of the falls, it hits all
five senses with unbelievable power.” Virtuoso travelers
receive breakfast daily and one-way private airport transfers.

True enrichment:
Crafting a piggy bank at
Rosewood in San Miguel.

Best Family Program
Rosewood San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

Birding in Iguaçu
National Park (top) and
the Hotel das Cataratas.
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Children at the 74-room hotel’s kids’ club can participate in
daily hands-on activities inspired by Mexican arts-and-crafts
traditions, such as making piñatas, papier-mâché masks,
and ceramics. “It’s a great way to introduce them to the city’s
culture before they go out and explore it in person,” says
travel advisor Robert Merlin of Saint Louis. Staff members
also teach kids about artwork featured throughout the hotel
and will help plan families’ days to highlight area art. Virtuoso
travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

Sustainable Tourism Leadership
&Beyond Phinda Private Game Reserve, South Africa

Pool time at Homestead lodge and
(inset) &Beyond
Phinda’s cheetah
research program.

“As leaders in the Rhinos Without Borders project, &Beyond
Phinda stands at the forefront
of a major effort to prevent the
species’ extinction in the wild,”
says Costas Christ, Virtuoso’s
director of sustainability. The
four-lodge, 61-room property
worked to transform degraded
farmland into a wildlife habitat,
set up a “wilderness safety zone”
that’s now home to South Africa’s
fourth-largest cheetah population, and fostered numerous
local partnerships for community
projects, including a health clinic

Visit Zürich.
Discover Switzerland.
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Amidst stunning natural beauty, this vibrant and elegant metropolis is located on
Lake Zurich. Enjoy the charming Old Town where two thousand years of history
come alive. Zurich is also the ideal base from which to explore Switzerland – on
a day trip to Mount Titlis or the famous Jungfraujoch in the Bernese Oberland.
zuerich.com | #VisitZurich

that serves 10,000 villagers, a
community recycling center, and
an education fund.
Phinda’s sustainability focus
and eco-friendly practices touch
areas others often overlook: “Not
only was Forest Lodge built by
hand,” Christ says, “but workers
also carried construction materials to the site by hand to avoid
vehicles and equipment disturbing the rare and unique sandforest habitat.” Virtuoso travelers
receive breakfast daily, a private
dinner for two, and a travel journal
and shoulder bag.

Contact
your Vir
tuoso
travel ad
visor to
plan you
r tri
to Zuric p
h.

The fresh look of Hotel
Eden’s suites and (below)
a twin deluxe room.

One to Watch
Hotel Eden, Rome
Ideally located in the Old City, just a short walk from
the Spanish Steps, the historic 121-room property
closed for renovations in 2015 and is scheduled
to reopen in early 2017. One highlight destined to
remain unchanged: impeccable service. “There really are no set rules for what the Hotel Eden team will
do for guests,” says travel advisor Julie Anne Juba
of Wyckoff, New Jersey. To illustrate her point, Juba
recalls a client who dreamed of meeting the Pope:
“The hotel made it happen during the Holy Father’s
private mass, when the guest was allowed to walk up
to him and kiss his hand.” Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
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Hotelier of the Year

Praised in Paris:
Hotelier José Silva.

José Silva, Four Seasons Hotel George V, Paris
In 2014, José Silva left his post at Four
Seasons on Lake Geneva to help reinvent one of the world’s most prestigious addresses, Four Seasons Hotel
George V. “José is one of the industry’s most innovative, proactive GMs,”
says Manhattan-based advisor Dan
Beschloss, who has known the Portuguese native since his days in charge of
Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon more
than a decade ago. Two years on, Silva’s
mark on the 244-room George V has
been unmistakable. Service has “softened up” – it’s less stuffy, but eminently
friendly and welcoming. He introduced
guest experiences such as flowerarranging classes and concierge-led

jogging around Paris monuments. On
the guest-room front, Silva paired two
previously unused terraces with suites
and has overseen two new Pierre-Yves
Rochon-designed Presidential Suites
that rival any in the city.
“For me, José’s highlight so far has
been opening Le George,” Beschloss
says. The restaurant bucked Parisian
hotel tradition by serving healthy
Mediterranean-inspired dishes in a
more casual setting than the property’s
three-Michelin-starred Le Cinq. “I really
appreciate being able to dine in a top
luxury hotel without having to dress in
my Savile Row best.” Virtuoso travelers
receive breakfast daily.

BHUTAN
Happiness is a place
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Bhutan is waiting for you.
Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin your journey to explore Bhutan.
twitter.com/tourismbhutan

facebook.com/destinationbhutan

www.bhutan.travel

|

www.tourism.gov.bt

Tranquil crossing: A bridge on Hangzhou’s
UNESCO World Heritage-protected West Lake.
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Dream

A photo journey through Hangzhou,
China’s serene “City of Heaven.”
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRÉDÉRIC LAGRANGE

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6
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Dream

H

ANGZHOU IS ONE OF THE
friendliest, most laid-back cities in China. Seven million
people live in the area, about
100 miles southwest of Shanghai, but the city’s pace is slow
compared with the rest of the
country. Its UNESCO-designated West
Lake is surrounded by beautiful pavilions
and pagodas, and crisscrossed with causeways
and bridges. What surprised me most about Hangzhou
was the incredible connection with Japan. In the sixth
century AD, Hangzhouvian Buddhist monks arrived in
Japan and brought with them many elements that define Japan today: Buddhism, first of all, but also book
binding, flower arranging, calligraphy, architecture,
and more.

Clockwise from top: A tea-shop owner (the area’s climate
is perfect for growing prized Longjing tea), a local lunch spot,
and a shuttle boat on West Lake.

194

V I RT U O S O L I F E

*

*CONDÉ
*CONDÉ NAST
NAST READERS’
READERS’ CHOICE
CHOICE AWARD
AWARD 2013
2013

L
i
k
e
a

Dream

At Amanfayun
resort, located in a
restored thousandyear-old village near
West Lake on the
outskirts of Hangzhou (clockwise
from top): Setting
the scene at Steam
House restaurant, a
monk in residence,
and vegetarian
dumplings.
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D E E P E N S YO U R S E N S E O F A DV E N T U R E .

Seychelles

I N T R O D U C I N G C RYSTA L YAC H T C R U I S E S ,™
W H E R E A L L I N C LU S I V E I S A L L E XC LU S I V E .
For curious, adventure-seeking travelers who crave access to some of the world’s most exotic maritime destinations,
the boutique all-suite Crystal Esprit™ provides unparalleled discovery for just 62 guests on voyages to the best of
the Mediterranean Coast, while the future Crystal Endeavor™ will explore the polar regions and deep tropics.
Only Crystal Yacht Cruises offers complimentary Crystal Adventures® in each port, award-winning cuisine and butler

2017

service for every suite. Welcome to the new Crystal,® where all inclusive is All Exclusive.

Voyage
Date Range

Days

Itinerary

From/To

Brochure
Fares From

Fares From

Jan 13 to Mar 17

9

Seychelles

Apr 23 to Sep 10

7

Mediterranean

Round-trip Victoria†

$10,510

$5,255

Athens to Dubrovnik

$11,760

Apr 30 to Sep 17

7

$5,880

Adriatic Sea

Dubrovnik to Venice

$11,760

May 7 to Oct 22

$5,880

7

Adriatic Sea

Venice to Dubrovnik

$11,760

$5,880

May 14 to Oct 29

7

Mediterranean

Dubrovnik to Athens

$11,760

$5,880

† 2-Night Dubai Land Program included.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE!

Yacht Cruise-Only Fares apply to new bookings starting 9/1/2016. Yacht Cruise-Only Fares apply to category S4, are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy and do not include taxes, fees and port charges of $280-$728 per
person. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in suite, are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional Personal
Select Air Program is available to purchase for full-fare, full-cruise guests whose travel originates from a U.S. or Canadian airport, and includes all government fees and taxes. Crystal Cruises® DBA Crystal Yacht Cruises reserves the right
to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time with or without notice. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. Visit crystalcruises.com.
©2016 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas.
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Dream

At Wushan Hill park, a popular spot for martial arts practice
and socializing (clockwise from above left): An elderly
woman practices kung fu, a group tai chi session,
and a card game as spectator sport.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Discover Munich, Enjoy the Spirit

HAMBURG

BERLIN

COLOGNE

Germany boasts a wide variety of attractions and sights.
From castles, historic places and bustling, urban hotspots,
Germany will make all your travel dreams come true.

DRESDEN

FRANKFURT

Panoramic View of Munich

STUTTGART
MUNICH

Especially in Munich, the capital of Bavaria,
locals have a passion for life that is contagious
to all visitors. The city is an exciting mix of
gastronomy, music, architecture and design,
culture and parks. The metropolis is filled with
a unique joie de vivre, best experienced in
one of the charming beer gardens. Engage in
lively conversations with locals while sipping
the highest-quality beer and tasting authentic
Bavarian specialties like Weisswurst with
pretzels and sweet mustard. In Munich, there
is no shortage of dining options whether you
like to keep it casual or luxurious. Of the 11
Michelin-starred restaurants, try Schuhbeck’s
and Tantris, serving exceptional gourmet
plates as well as Bavarian food with a new
modern twist. Aim even higher and have an
outstanding dining experience on top of the
Olympia Tower. At 594 feet, culinary delights
taste even better with the 360 degree view.
Another must-do is strolling around the
Viktualienmarkt, a gourmet outdoor market
open all year round.
A dinner experience is best complemented
with a concert performance by the Munich
Philharmonic or the Bavarian State
Orchestra. The latter has a history dating
back to the 16th century. Another highlight
is the BMW exhibition in the stunning
architectural masterpiece of the BMW Welt.
After admiring the famous German cars,
make sure to save your seat in the spectacular
setting of the double cone to listen to the
BMW Welt Jazz Award concert series.
If cars are not on your shopping list, plenty
of other options await you along the
Maximilianstraße. The shops in the

Renaissance style houses are a
paradise for established and big
up-and-coming designers. The
souvenirs not to be missed are the
Bavarian Dirndls and Lederhosen.
The traditional dress can range
from simple to elegant with delicate
embellishments. As a shopping spree
is usually exhausting, why not let your
feet rest in the beautifully arranged
and 225 year-old Englischer Garten?
This park is a much loved site for
locals and tourists alike, and offers
pure relaxation while you catch
a glimpse of river surfers on the
stationary wave in the Eisbach creek.

Indulgence on the Roof

BMW Welt
Before heading home, enjoy the excellent
service in the VipWing lounge at Munich
Airport, Europe’s first 5-star airport. The
international yet Bavarian informality
entice you to pause and recall your vacation
impressions and experiences.
Don’t wait to see everything this spirited,
cosmopolitan city has to offer. Explore Munich
with expert guidance from your Virtuoso travel
advisor plus exclusive amenities.

Photo credits, top to bottom: © München Tourismus: T. Klinger; D. Parzinger; S. Mueller
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Dream

Clockwise from
top left: A monk’s
prayer beads,
carrying water for
plants at Yongfu
Temple, Guo’s
Villa garden and
pagoda complex
on the shores of
West Lake,
and Yongfu
Temple meditation practice.
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Take trips. Not chances.

EXPERIENCE TRAVEL LIKE NEVER BEFORE WITH TRAVEL PROTECTION LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE

MedjetAssist has spent years building a vast global network of travel protection specialists to provide
you with priceless peace of mind no matter where adventure takes you.
)L H TVYL LTWV^LYLK [YH]LSLY 4LKQL[(ZZPZ[ VLYZ [OL ^VYSK»Z TVZ[ JVTWYLOLUZP]L TLTILYZOPWZ
available for your health, safety and security when you travel - Classic Medjet and Medjet Horizon.

Annual Classic Medjet Memberships Start at $270 | Medjet Horizon Memberships Start at $419

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information and to enroll.
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Dream

Tea and
history at the
former residence
of Qing dynasty
businessman
Hu Xueyan (clockwise from left):
Peaceful grounds,
the property’s warden, and setting up
a traditional
tea ceremony.

HOW TO HANGZHOU
Where to lay your head, plus soulful ways to explore.
STAY Calligraphy lessons, tai chi sessions,
and views of terraced tea plantations highlight
stays at Amanfayun, a 42-room resort-cumtraditional-village set near West Lake. Morning
strolls lead to surrounding temples where
guests can meditate with Buddhist monks.
Doubles from $695, including breakfast daily
and lunch for two, once during stay.
GO Our advice for those signing up for a fiveday, tailor-made Yixian tour with Virtuoso’s
on-site connection in China: Opt for the
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two-day Hangzhou extension that has travelers sipping the preferred tea of emperors
and contemplating religious rock carvings
at Lingyin Temple (“Temple of the Soul’s
Retreat”). Departures: Any day through 2016;
from $2,500.
During its ten-day customizable tour of
China, Remote Lands takes guests from
Shanghai to Hangzhou by bullet train for a
private boat journey on West Lake and lunch
at Longjing Manor, home to farm-fresh food

and locally grown teas. Other notable stops
include Shanghai’s Yu Gardens and Beijing’s
Temple of Heaven. Departures: Any day
through 2016; from $8,500.
Just one Hangzhou high point of Artisans
of Leisure’s private 19-day journey between
Beijing and Hong Kong: tickets to Impression
West Lake, a vibrant theatrical spectacle
that’s based on local folklore and staged on
the water’s surface. Departures: Any day
through 2016; from $27,000.

Queen Mary 2, the glamorous way to reach England.
Join our landmark voyage, the Transatlantic Crossing. Unlike any other, this legendary sailing aboard flagship
Queen Mary 2, newly remastered, is certain to excite, inspire and refresh.
 Experience the elegance of celebrated British traditions

 Enjoy a curated selection of onboard entertainment

 Escape into the spacious luxuries of our award-winning

 Savour world-class international cuisine and your

Queens Grill and Princess Grill Suites

dedicated server and table

 Delight in Cunard’s distinctive and famous

 Partake in the award-winning Cunard Insights®

White Star Service™

enrichment programme

o

e

†

on select 2017 Tr

ossings.

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your voyage.
† Onboard Credit offer based on: $100 per stateroom ($50 per person) in Inside/Oceanview/Balcony (Categories KC-A1), $200 per stateroom ($100 per person) in Princess/
Queens Suites (Categories P2-Q1), based on double occupancy. Singles paying the single supplement earn the equivalent of the per stateroom Onboard Credit; singles
booked in single-occupancy staterooms will receive the per person Onboard Credit. Onboard Credit is quoted in USD.
©2016 Cunard Line. Ships of Bermudan registry.

Family Travel

High, Dry,
and Fun for All
Family adventure in Chile’s Atacama Desert.

Y CHILDREN HAD NEVER BEFORE TASTE-TESTED

the caves they hiked through. But the walls of this
cave, in the Valle de la Luna in Chile’s Atacama Desert,
were covered in glassy stripes of solid salt that begged
to be sampled. (Verdict: The passion-fruit ice cream in town was way
better.) Our family had also never careened down a sand dune on a
snowboard, hunted coral flamingo feathers, tracked spiral nebulae
in the southern skies, or crunched along blinding-white salt-strewn
paths that looked like they were covered in snow.
In Chile’s far north, the Atacama Desert – the driest place on earth –
offers a stunning, primal landscape punctuated by mirrorlike salt

M
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lakes that draw flamingos, snowcapped volKari Viewpoint at
canoes running along the Andes, and massive
the Valle de la Luna’s
sand dunes of ever-shifting hues. “It’s like goPiedra del Coyote.
ing to another planet without taking a spaceship,” says Pam Walker, a Palm Coast, Florida-based Virtuoso travel
advisor. (In fact, NASA has used the Atacama as a stand-in for Mars.)
Explora and Awasi lodges in the small oasis town of San Pedro de
Atacama make family-friendly bases for exploration. A maze of dirt
roads, the town itself is lined with adobe buildings housing cafés,
restaurants, outfitters, and craft shops.
Considering the altitude (San Pedro sits at around 8,000 feet) and

DANTE BUSQUETS/ANZENBERGER/REDUX

BY LYNN SCHNAIBERG

Family Travel
the stamina needed for active adventures in
this otherworldly playground, the Atacama
is best for families with children ages 10 and
up, Walker says. “For outdoor adrenaline
junkies, it’s great,” she adds.
A recent trip to the Atacama with my children, ages 10 and 13, proved Walker right.
Arriving during the Chilean summer from
rain-soaked Seattle, we biked, hiked, swam,
floated, and studied the skies in a landscape
of extremes: the light, the dark, the wind,
the aridity, the wide-angle vistas.
“Kids get to be active day and night in a
landscape that’s totally different from anywhere else,” Walker says. “The stargazing is
magical; kids in the United States who live
in a city will never see a sky as clear as down
there.” Here, six Atacama picks for stoking
families’ outdoor passion.
1. SANDBOARDING IN VALLE DE LA
MUERTE. It’s a tough slog across Valle de la
Muerte’s deep sand to reach the crest of dunes
that top out at more than 300 feet. But rewards
include views across undulating, salt-studded
hills like dragon scales and red-rock formations resembling drip castles – and, of course, a
thrilling downhill ride on a well-waxed snowboard. (Tip: If your boarding skills are lacking,

simply ride sitting down, like on a sled.) Outfitters play music from their vans, and boarders of all ages and skill levels cheer each other
on. After several epic tumbles, my son resembled a breaded cutlet; prepare to be covered
head to toe in sand following a session.
2. MOUNTAIN-BIKING THE CATARPE
VALLEY. The valley’s lush green, fed by the
meandering San Pedro River, is a welcome
contrast to its red, sunbaked rock walls that
morph from bulbous to jagged. Algarrobo
trees offer shade for requisite snack and rest
stops. A mostly flat ride along a dirt road
(cars are rare) winds along the river past
the whitewashed San Isidro chapel. Teens
who want a challenge (mine did not) can
pump up the Altos de Catarpe, a steep, narrow, potholed road hemmed in by dramatic
deep-crimson walls. Or seek out the old
tunnel (headlamps are vital) that ends with
expansive views of the salt ridges.
3. FLOATING LAGUNA PIEDRA. Part
of Chile’s largest salt flat, Laguna Piedra is
the Atacama’s answer to the Dead Sea. The
flat, turquoise-to-emerald lake’s salinity
is so high that you float effortlessly while
Baird’s sandpipers feed in the shallows

tip
“No one wants to get altitude sickness. It’s best for families to stick
to lower-altitude excursions during
their first few days in the Atacama,
to acclimate before tackling active
adventures higher up.”
– Pam Walker, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Palm
Coast, Florida

along the salt-encrusted perimeter. It’s
cool, figuratively and literally: The water
is brisk at first plunge (have towels at the
ready for when the kids emerge; the frequent stiff breeze is bone chilling). My kids
deployed their newfound buoyancy to test
out some aquatic acrobatics. Some visitors
scoop the mineral-rich mud for DIY facials;
I passed, thanks to its sulfur smell. Use the
outdoor showers or follow up with a dip in
the nearby freshwater Ojos del Salar, two
perfectly round side-by-side sinkhole lakes
that look like a pair of eyes carved out of
the pancake-flat ground.

(CAVE) GETTY IMAGES/MOMENT OPEN,
(OBSERVATORY AND SANDBOARDER) PRESTON SCHLEBUSCH/INTERSECTION PHOTOS

From left: Biking Catarpe’s tunnel, stargazing at Explora’s observatory, and
sandboarding in Valle de la Muerte.
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Family Travel
Let your Unique Sailing
Adventures in Asia Begin!

December 2016-April 2017
7-Night Sailings
Thailand • Malaysia • Singapore

Virtuoso Exclusive

$150 Onboard Credit
per cabin plus

AD XXXXX
$2,414

Air fares from

4. HIKING THE GUATIN GORGE. Treat
a hike along a footpath Atacameños have used
for centuries as a scavenger hunt for puma
tracks, cardón cacti, and fragrant medicinal plants such as pingo-pingo, as well as the
chance to spot the well-camouflaged (and utterly adorable) bunnylike viscacha, a chinchilla relative, sunbathing on the rocks. Throw
in archaeological remnants such as obsidian
blades, a cactus-wood-roofed stone shelter
used by local herders, and mortars and pestles
worn smooth from use, and top it off with the
knowledge that the highly endangered Andean cat still prowls this area, part of Explora’s
33-square-mile nature reserve.

ATACAMA FOR THE WHOLE CLAN
Essentials for a group getaway to the driest place on earth.

Fly & Sail Packages from

$799
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PP

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

Terms & Conditions: Rates are per person in US Dollars
based on double occupancy. $2,414pp listed rate for package
is for Cat.5 cabin. Valid for new booking made September 1,
ĂĀāćġ+2!)!.ăĀČĂĀāćċƵ%.,.+)+".!/.!+û!.! ".+)
select US gateway cities. $150 Onboard Credit is per cabin.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel advisor.
Restrictions Apply

STAY With four interconnected pools, outdoor Jacuzzis,
an observatory, and a stable
where kids can help groom
the horses and take riding
lessons, families can easily fill
a day with on-site offerings
at Explora Atacama. Choose
from custom, small-group
outdoor adventures such
as a 12-mile horseback ride
through the dunes, a halfday bicycle ride along dry
riverbeds through the Piedra
de la Coca petroglyphs, or a
ramble in the multihued Valle
del Arcoiris (Rainbow Valley).
Weekly barbecues at the
39-acre compound include
Andean music and dance.
The 50-room lodge is closed
for an overhaul following a
fire earlier this year, with a
reopening set for January
that will add new terraces and
outings, including the option
to stay at Explora’s altiplano
camp. Doubles from $2,184
per person for three nights,
including all meals and beverages, guided outings, airport
transfers, and a $100 hotel
credit. Children ages 4 to 12
from $1,050 for three nights.
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Children ages 5 and up are
welcome at Awasi Atacama,
whose ten thatched-roof,
cottagelike rooms crafted
of adobe, stone, and wood
mimic the designs of local
pre-Inca structures. Mix a
family cooking, weaving, or
pottery class with tailormade excursions, from a hike
to the site of a pre-Columbian fortress for sunset views
over the salt flats to a picnic
next to an ancient carob tree
carved by sixteenth-century
Spanish conquistadors in
a tucked-away village of
limestone houses. Doubles
from $2,590 per person for
three nights, including all
meals and beverages, privately guided outings, airport
transfers, and a complimentary cooking class. Children
ages 5 to 12 staying with two
adults pay 30 percent of the
regular rate.
GO Virtuoso’s on-site tour
operator in Chile can organize
family-oriented tours in
Atacama, with activities such
as horseback riding through
Valle de la Muerte, floating in

the salt lake, and a meal with
a local family.
EAT Heladería Babalú offers
inventive ice cream infused
with native flavors such as
algarrobo (carob), chañar
(fruit from the Chilean palo
verde, with a maple-syruplike flavor), coca leaf (yes,
that coca leaf), and the herb
rica-rica (similar to sage), as
well as accessible classics
like chocolate. Caracoles 140
near Domingo Atienza.
Pizzeria El Charrúa turns out
fast, quality, Uruguayan-style
thin-crust pizza with toppings
both familiar (garlic and mushrooms) and local (choclo –
starchy Andean giant corn).
Tocopilla 442 between Caracoles and Gustavo Le Paige.
Changing its fixed-meal menu
daily, Baltinache features
indigenous AtacameñoMapuche fusion fare, such as
kebabs made from guanaco
(a llamalike animal) and chañar mousse. Reservations are
essential. Domingo Atienza
near Palpana.

Buoyant times in Laguna Piedra and
(opposite) traversing the Atacama.

TASTE THE
COLORS of ITALY
RECEIVE FREE TRANSFERS
ON ALL 2016 AND 2017 EUROPE VACATIONS*

TO BOOK YOUR ITALY TOUR,
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL
ADVISOR TODAY.

COLSTRAVEL/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO

5. STARGAZING. Dry, cloudless Atacama nights (more than 315 per year by some
estimates) make for some of the best stargazing on the planet. In fact, observatories
here include the world’s biggest astronomical project, ALMA, just outside San Pedro,
whose mission is to discover our cosmic
origins. It’s an acronym for Atacama Large
Millimeter/submillimeter Array, but alma in
Spanish also means “soul.” I can’t claim my
kids got in touch with their souls, but they
did connect with their inner astronomers,
tracking the Southern Cross and other
austral constellations and marveling at the
surreally clear images of a luminous, craterpocked moon they shot with a mobile-phone
camera through a powerful telescope. See
Jupiter rise over the Andes, scan for shooting stars, and ogle the Milky Way.
6. SOAKING IN THE PURITAMA HOT
SPRINGS. Tucked into a red-and-white
rock canyon at 11,500 feet, the springs felt
transcendent after our hike across parched
landscape. My kids chased the tiny black fish
that share the eight crystalline, 86- to 92degree rock pools carved from the thermal,
mineral-laden Puritama River; watched electric-blue dragonflies and golden finches flit
through the dense pampas grass and foxtails
lining the pools; and scouted a prime spot under the mini waterfalls that cascade from one
pool to the next.

S E P T E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 6
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*Book a 2016 or 2017 Globus or Monograms Europe vacation through a Virtuoso agency and receive free airport transfers in
the destination city between airport and hotel. Offer is not applicable to extra night transfers. Booking must be made and under
deposit between June 3, 2016 and December 31, 2017 for travel commencing by December 31, 2017. Valid with other offers, on FIT
and Group bookings, and applies to new 2016 & 2017 bookings only. Must mention code FREET for 2016 departures and FREE17T
for 2017. Offer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to custom tours. Discount will apply to individual members of groups
adding a name and non-refundable per person deposit WITHIN the promo window. Not applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation
penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply; see Travel Terms & Conditions for details. May be withdrawn at any time.

Well Traveled

Spa Proper
How to take the waters without making waves.
BY JENNIFER CEASER

T

HERE’S NO BETTER

place to steam away a
long flight or soak in
the local culture than
at a traditional sauna or public
bath. In Japan, Finland, Turkey,
and Germany, such rituals have
been a way of life for hundreds –
sometimes thousands – of years.
Before you go, here’s what you
need to know to indulge without
making a faux pas.

JAPAN
Onsen, or natural hot springs,
are said to have healing powers – the Japanese have been
dipping into these steamy volcanic waters for thousands of
years. Though you’ll find them
on the outskirts of major cities
such as Tokyo, most are deep
in the mountains or tucked
into remote seaside cliffs, with
outdoor baths that let you commune with nature as you soak.

 Remove your shoes at the entrance and use the sandals provided. Do not bring bathroom
slippers from your hotel for
use inside.
 For public baths, bring your
own soap and towel (otherwise you’ll have to buy them);

Onsen appeal: Fresh
air, beautiful scenery,
and healing soaks.
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GREGOR LENGLER/LAIF

ETIQUETTE

Trump National Doral® Miami. U.S. News & World Report “Best Miami Hotels” 2014
N E W YO R K | C E N T R A L PA R K & S O H O

E s ta te C ol l e c t i o n

C H I C AG O

W I N E RY | C H A R LOT T E SV I L L E

L AS V E G AS

WA I K I K I

S COT L A N D | A B E R D E E N

MIAMI

TO R O N TO

C o m i n g s oo n

PA N A M A

IRELAND | DOONBEG

WAS H I N GTO N , D.C .

VA N CO U V E R

S COT L A N D | T U R N B E R RY

R I O D E JA N E I R O

BALI

LIDO

FO R R E S E RVAT I O N S A N D I N FO R M AT I O N , P L E AS E CO N TAC T YO U R V I R T U O S O T R AV E L A DV I S O R

Well Traveled
Modern sauna: Sweating
it out at Helsinki’s Löyly.
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WHERE TO ONSEN

The spa town of Hakone, in the shadow of
Mount Fuji, just over an hour by train from
Tokyo, has dozens of options, such as Hakone Yuryo, which offers both public and
private open-air baths. hakoneyuryo.jp.
FINLAND
In the modern sauna’s birthplace, the Finns
have practiced steaming for more than 2,000
years. The sauna is a place to relax, but it can
also be a social experience, where friends
and strangers gather – in the buff – to chat.
Traditional saunas are no-frills: dimly lit,
wood-lined rooms heated by burning logs to
around 80 to 90, even up to 100 degrees.
ETIQUETTE
 In most Finnish saunas, nudity is customary. (Public saunas are usually separated
by gender.)
 Use a small towel to sit on for hygienic purposes – and also because the benches can get
rather hot.
 Shower beforehand and drink plenty
of water.
 Don’t spend more than ten minutes sweat-

ing at a time. Step out to shower or, if you’re in
the wilderness, take a plunge into an icy lake
or even a snowbank, then relax in the indoor
area on a lounge chair. (Bring a robe if you’d
prefer not to lounge au naturel.) Repeat the
process three to four times.
 You may be offered a bundle of birch
branches, called vasta or vihta, depending on where you are in Finland. Dip the
bundle in water and lightly swat your entire
body to improve circulation. Bonus: Birch
smells delicious.
 Saturdays are the customary Finnish sauna day – go on a weekday to avoid the crowds.
WHERE TO SAUNA

Kotiharjun Sauna, in the heart of Helsinki,
has been around since 1928 and offers one of
the most authentic experiences.
At the sleekly modern Löyly, also in the capital, bathing suits are required because saunas are mixed gender. loylyhelsinki.fi.
TURKEY
Modeled after ancient Roman baths, the
traditional Turkish hammam features three

KUVATOIMISTO KUVIO OY

at a ryokan (Japanese inn), everything
is provided.
 You must be clothing-free in the onsen – no
exceptions. The only item you can take into
the bath is a small towel or washcloth.
 Onsen are for soaking only – not for cleaning. Before entering, you must wash thoroughly with soap and a washcloth in the
designated area, with stools and a hose or
bucket for rinsing.
 Most onsen are separated by gender, although a few have mixed baths and others male- or female-only hours and private
family hours.
 Onsen water can be much hotter than the
average Jacuzzi – around 105 to 110 degrees.
Enter slowly to let your body acclimate.
 Step into the water with a towel covering
your private areas, but do not get the towel
wet – it’s considered rude. Wrap it around
your head or set it to the side to cover yourself
when you get out.
 Do not dip your head in the water – hair is
considered dirty.
 You may be turned away for having a visible
tattoo – buy special stickers (or use a bandage) to cover up small ones.

Petra

Until You Experience it,
You Cannot Imagine it!
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
and book your trip to

/MyJordanJourney
@JordanNorthAm

Jordan Now!
www.myjordanjourney.com
www.VisitJordan.com

Well Traveled
Sanitas Spa at the Ciragan
Palace Kempinski Istanbul.

distinct areas: a hot steam and scrub room,
a warm relaxation room, and a cooler relaxation room. The bathing ritual, which often
takes place in an ancient space, is a rejuvenating combination of scrubbing followed
by a foamy soap wash and massage.
ETIQUETTE
 Nearly all public baths are separated by
gender. Some have different entrances for
men and women.
 In hammams with one dome, women and
men may be restricted to certain days or
times, so be sure to check ahead.

Turkish baths are generally not DIY:
You’ll be scrubbed, washed, and rubbed by
an attendant – a male tellak for men, a female natir for women.
 Men: You’ll be given what amounts to a
gingham loincloth to cover yourself, but
it can be hard to keep it in place once the
burly tellak starts exfoliating and pummeling you.
 Women: Depending on the hammam, you
may receive disposable diaperlike underwear; some women wear bikini bottoms,
but most go nude.
 Even in a high-end hotel hammam, you’ll
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be scrubbed and washed in the same room
as other people. However, you’ll generally
be lying on your own slab of marble, which
affords a bit of privacy.

Wet marble is slippery. Always wear
flip-flops or sandals. (Most hammams
supply them.)
 Always tip your attendant – 15 to 20 percent is customary.
WHERE TO HAMMAM

The Sanitas Spa at the Ciragan Palace
Kempinski Istanbul offers the Pasha
Treatment, a traditional 40-minute scrub
and foamy wash in an authentic – albeit
more private – setting.
GERMANY
The steaming ritual is so integral to German culture that some families have a
personal steam bath in their home or
apartment building. Many public and hotel saunas are attached to pools – you can
swim first (in a bathing suit) and hit the
sauna or steam room after. All saunas in
Germany are co-ed (although most offer
men- or women-only days), and you must
be nude, so they’re not for the modest.

ETIQUETTE

For public spas, bring a couple of towels
from your hotel – otherwise you’ll pay to rent
small ones that will barely cover your body.
You should also come with a pair of flip-flops.
 Once you enter the sauna area, you must
be nude – no bathing suits are allowed. You’ll
be showering and steaming naked next to
members of the opposite sex, but you may
walk around wrapped in a towel – just don’t
expect everyone else to do the same.
 Behave in the sauna as though you were
in a church: There is no loud talking. And in
contrast to many other European saunas,
alcohol is forbidden.
 After sweating for 10 to 15 minutes, take
a cold shower. (But don’t put your head under the water – it’s too much of a shock to
your system.) Then lounge in one of the relaxation areas before starting the process
again. Repeat no more than three times.


WHERE TO SAUNA

The So Spa at Sofitel Munich Bayerpost
offers plush robes and big, fluffy towels to
offset any qualms you may have about going
naked. And the spiral-shaped indoor pool
with a Jacuzzi at its center is a must-see.

BVIT

ACT Y

VEL

The British Virgin Islands is a treasured destination, rich in
undiscovered experiences. It’s the freedom that fills your sail on
sapphire blue seas. The curiosity that blazes trails on towering
mountains. The whispers shared over picnics on deserted
beaches and the understated attention to detail, woven into luxe
accommodations. More than anything, it’s the satisfaction of
knowing these personal experiences can be kept all to yourself.

LET’S KEEP THIS
TO OURSELVES
VES

Port of Call

Bright on
the Horizon
How to spend your port stop
in Cur ao. BY JEANINE BARONE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

A

C O S M O P O L I TA N

breeze greets cruisers in Cu raçao,
where locals speak
Dutch, as well as Spanish and
Papiamentu, a Creole tongue
that blends Portuguese with
French and several other languages. The island’s capital,
Willemstad, can feel a bit like
Amsterdam by way of the Caribbean – the UNESCO World
Heritage site is instantly recognizable for its pastel-hued,
gabled mansions roofed in
terra-cotta. But here you’ll find
vendors serving fried plantains
rather than frites, and conch
stew instead of steamed mussels. Curaçao itself is a cultural
mélange: Initially colonized by
the Spanish, and then later
by the Dutch, the largest of
the Netherlands Antilles lies
less than 50 miles off Venezuela’s coast and maintains an
African heritage passed down
from the days of slavery. Head
out of town to its beaches and

216

V I RT U O S O L I F E

dive sites and an equally diverse landscape awaits, where
cacti thrive beside palms, and
arid expanses lead to coral
grottoes as well as bat caves.
Here’s how to make the most
of a day in port.
9 am: Leave Willemstad’s
crowds behind in favor of
a tranquil guided trek around
Jan Thiel’s salt pans, where
flamingos gather in the adjoining lagoon to catch shrimp.
Some cruise lines offer shore
excursions to the man-made
pans a 20-minute drive from
town; your travel advisor can
also arrange them through Uniek Curaçao – an NGO dedicated
to protecting and promoting
the island’s natural assets.
History buffs should start
the day by walking 15 minutes

Lagun Beach and local
artist Carlos Blaaker’s
work at Gallery Alma Blou.

Port of Call
from the Mega Pier cruise terminal to the
Kura Hulanda Museum (Klipstraat 9),
dedicated to exploring Curaçao’s African
roots. Among its powerful exhibits: fullsize re-creations of a plantation-worker
cabin and a slave-ship hold.
11 am: Discover an abundance of preserved eighteenth- and nineteenthcentury homes in Scharloo, Willemstad’s
historic residential district. The lively,
former well-to-do Jewish neighborhood’s
neoclassical villas have been restored as
hotels, museums, and government buildings painted in canary yellow, bubble-gum
pink, and other eye-popping shades. Scharlooweg street is home to some of the most
striking examples.
12 pm: Eat like a local and join the
crowds at the oilcloth-lined communal tables fronting half a dozen food stalls in
the Marshe Bieu, the “Old Market” (De
Ruyterkade). Don’t be turned off by its ramshackle appearance: The food stands are
bastions of flavorful cuisine, ranging from
seafood to curries and simple rice and peas.
A favorite: arepas di pampuna (pumpkinstuffed pancakes) at Zus, washed down with
a glass of tamarind juice.
For a more scenic (and air-conditioned)
option, Restaurant & Café Gouverneur
de Rouville (De Rouvilleweg) has a prime
waterfront location and serves a popular
house-smoked red snapper sandwich and
spicy Cuban banana soup. Diners often
clamor for a table on the balcony facing
Queen Emma Bridge – a floating, one-of-akind wooden pontoon bridge that swings
open to allow the passing of tugboats and
other vessels.

Left, from top: Flamingos feeding at the
Jan Theil salt pans, and Café Gouverneur
de Rouville’s spicy Cuban banana soup
and balcony. Right, from top: A sculpture
at Landhuis Bloemhof arts center, Alma
Blou owner Lusette Verboom, and Mundo
Bizarro Bar.
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1:30 pm: Make an appointment to visit
Landhuis Bloemhof arts center
(Santa Rosaweg 6), which hosts workshops
and shows for contemporary artists – such
as sculptor Herman van Bergen, who just
completed a monumental outdoor labyrinth
constructed of thorns on-site. Keep an eye
out for iguanas and crested caracaras, the
local raptors, during guided walks on the
300-year-old estate’s trails – as well as for
the old wells and cisterns from its days as a
water plantation.

Bring the family

FEATURED OFFERS
MEXICO | RIVIERA MAYA
Grand Velas Riviera Maya
• Exclusive Virtuoso Amenity: Arrival transfer, welcome bottle of tequila,
and $50 USD daily spa credit
• A reduced room rate
5 nights from $1999 per person in a Zen Grand Suite

MEXICO | RIVIERA NAYARIT
Grand Velas Riviera Nayarit
• Exclusive Virtuoso Amenity: Round-trip private airport transfers, and choice
of green fees once per stay OR 20% discount on spa services during stay
• A reduced room rate
5 nights from $1454 per person in a Parlor Suite Pool View
Book offers through 12/11/16 for travel through 12/16/16

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly noted otherwise. Offers are subject to availability at time
of booking and may be changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees
(if any), and other restrictions may also apply. Individual offers may require purchase of Travel Smart Plan or travel waiver. Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Some booking and travel
dates may vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on the
free night offers, where applicable. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely ﬂuctuate from time to time based on market
conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. Virtuoso Amenities valid only for 2016 and are subject to change without prior notiﬁcation. Complimentary green fees
are for up to two person in room, once during stay at Vista Vallarta or Marina Vallarta and do not include golf cart rental or transportation to and from golf course. Classic Vacations
CST# 2079429-20.
369-0616

Port of Call

Exquisite Cultural
& Wildlife Adventures

SM

4 PM: Shop for watercolor and oil
paintings, as well as wood, iron, or
stone sculptures, all by well-regarded local
artists, at Gallery Alma Blou (Frater
Radulphusweg 4). Curaçao’s oldest gallery
is housed in an eighteenth-century mansion. For elegant gold and silver finds, check
out on-property jeweler De Goudsmid.
5:30 PM: If your ship departs late, explore Pietermaai, a neighborhood of

centuries-old manor houses that have been
transformed into cafés, bars, and clubs. The
name says it all at Mundo Bizarro (Nieuwestraat 12), a hopping happy-hour destination with a handmade tile mosaic bar, gilded
mirrors, and cast-iron lanterns hanging from
a soaring wood-beam ceiling. Cozy Miles
Jazz Cafe (Nieuwestraat 48) features local
and international musicians on Saturdays; on
other evenings, relax to swing and bebop
tunes on vinyl.
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AFRICA U ASIA & PACIFIC U EUROPE
U INDIA & BEYOND
U LATIN AMERICA & ANTARCTICA
U ARABIA & NORTH AFRICA
U

NORTH AMERICA

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE,
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Clockwise from top left: Queen Emma Bridge, sounding last call for happy hour at Miles
Jazz Cafe, Willemstad’s waterfront, and a ring by Dutch jeweler Bron at De Goudsmid.
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MAKE A BREAK FOR CURAÇAO

tip

Three cruises, plus our top pick for an extended stay on the island.

“Prepare to dance salsa and
merengue when you visit the island.
If you’re there on the weekend,
you’ll find great live music
in Riffort Village.”

GO Cruisers on Silversea’s
round-trip voyage from
Bridgetown, Barbados, can
explore Curaçao’s Hato
Caves – home to 1,500-yearold rock art, stalactites and
stalagmites, and a colony of
long-nosed fruit bats – on
guided excursions from the
540-passenger Silver Spirit.
The port stop comes on
the tail end of an eight-day
itinerary that also includes
Bequia, Bonaire, and Aruba.
Departure: December 8;
from $2,745.

– Jose Santiago, Virtuoso
travel advisor,
Dania Beach, Florida

With five masts and 42 sails,
Star Clippers’ 227-passenger
Royal Clipper makes an impressive sight when it calls
at Grenada, the Grenadines,

Cooling off at
Jan Thiel beach.

The Pulpit Rock
Lysefjorden, Norway

and southern Caribbean
ports during 14-day sailings
round-trip from Bridgetown,
Barbados. In Curaçao, cruisers can set out on shore
excursions to the Jan Thiel
salt pans and the blowhole
at rocky Shete Boka National
Park. Departures: December
3, 2016, and March 27, 2017;
from $3,380.
Explore Curaçao’s arid interior and beaches or snorkel
around a sunken tugboat
when Royal Caribbean
International’s 3,114passenger Adventure of the
Seas visits the island. Eightday round-trip cruises from
San Juan, Puerto Rico, also
take in Saint Thomas, Saint

Copenhagen,
Denmark
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Stockholm, Sweden

Photo: Jeppe Wikstrom

From design innovations to world-class cuisine, discover what you can experience
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A destination heralded for innovation and contemporary genius, yet firmly rooted within its
historic landscape. Scandinavia summons reference to If
noNON-BLEED,
other place. Norway,
Denmark
andcenmake
it fit and
Sweden offer breathtaking nature which blends effortlesslytered
with its
culture.
Sublime
beauty
in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
and an enlivening atmosphere exist at every turn, whether it’s experienced within Norway’s
spectacular fjords, Stockholm’s archipelago or along the streetsThere
of eco-friendly
are NOCopenhagen.
FOLIOS
Become enchanted with the Scandinavian way of life by discovering
all
three destinations.
for 1/2-page
ad pages.

SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES
Scandinavian Airlines offers the most nonstop flights from
the U.S. to Scandinavia, with flights from New York (Newark),
Chicago, Washington D.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Boston and Miami starting September.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Kitts, and Aruba. Departures: Multiple dates May
20 through October 14,
2017; from $623.
STAY For return visits and
longer stays on Curaçao:
Balinese-inspired Baoase
Luxury Resort welcomes
sun worshippers with 23
suites and villas (many
with plunge pools) and a
private island in the bay
that accommodates eight.
Cruisers can enjoy its
beach club’s hammocks,
sun loungers, sea kayaks,
and snorkel gear with a
day pass. Suites from $855,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 resort credit. Beach
club day pass, $50.

Greater Good

BEYOND
BASIC
Five ways to explore the wide and
wonderful world of sustainable
travel now. BY COSTAS CHRIST

T

ODAY, TAKING A SUSTAINABLE

holiday comes in as many forms as a
traveler’s imagination can conjure,
from dining on farm-to-fork fare in
treehouse-style villas at Thailand’s Six Senses Yao
Noi to photographing thriving wildlife on 250,000
acres of formerly denuded farmland that’s now
Tswalu Kalahari, one of South Africa’s top private
nature reserves. The following travel experiences
share a common bond: They protect threatened
habitats, support cultural heritage, and improve local livelihoods – and also make for great vacations.

A snow leopard in Mongolia and (right) birdwatching in Machu Picchu.
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Snow Leopard Quest
Among the world’s critically endangered big cats,

snow leopards are so rare that finding a paw print
in the wild is considered an important discovery.
This year, Mongolia’s government signed off on
the creation of a new nature reserve – Tost Tosonbumba. Located in South Gobi, in a region considered prime snow leopard habitat, the reserve
will connect two other conservation areas to establish one of the largest protected snow leopard
landscapes on the planet. To celebrate this milestone, Nomadic Expeditions, which supports snow
leopard research with funding and equipment, will
offer big-cat lovers a chance to track – and possibly spot – these mysterious felines. Field biologists
will lead the 11-night trip, which includes a stay at
Nomadic’s Three Camel Lodge in the Gobi Desert,

A
Hawaiian
Holiday for the
Whole Family
Grand Hyatt Kauai
Resort and Spa
$

956 per person

5 Nights • December 5, 2016
• Breakfast for two daily
• Complimentary Wi-Fi and room upgrade
• Daily Anara Spa access for two
• Welcome appetizer at Seaview Terrace
• Kids 18 and younger stay free
• 500 Hyatt Gold Passport® Points per night

Montage
Kapalua Bay
$

2,903 per person

5 Nights • December 5, 2016
• Breakfast up to $60 per room daily
• Complimentary room upgrade
• $150 Spa Montage Credit
• Kids 12 and younger stay free

The Kahala
Hotel & Resort
$

1,139 per person

5 Nights • December 5, 2016
• $100 Resort Credit per room, per stay
• Breakfast for two daily
• Complimentary upgrade and early
check-in/late-check out
• Kids 17 and younger stay free

To enjoy these amenities, connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for departure 12/05/16. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are subject to availability.
Certain restrictions apply. Rates shown include government-imposed fees and taxes. Rates are current as of 7/12/16; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher. For current prices, please see http://www.
pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Hyatt Gold Passport® Points:
To qualify, traveler must be a member of the Hyatt Gold Passport® program and must present their Hyatt Gold Passport® card at check-in. Hyatt Gold Passport® terms and conditions apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions.
[Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2016 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Greater Good
along with private camping in traditional
Mongolian gers (yurts) and chef-prepared
meals. All proceeds benefit the Snow Leopard Conservation Foundation. Departure:
October 9, 2017; from $9,995.

A Cape Mountain zebra
stops and smells the flowers
around Bushmans Kloof.

Habitat Heroes
Starting in September, South Africa’s
UNESCO-designated Cape Floral Region
bursts into a brilliant display of south-ofthe-equator springtime, showcasing the
world’s greatest concentration of plant species – more than are found in the Amazon
rain forest – and carpeting the rugged terrain with rainbows of color. Centuries-old
homestead Bushmans Kloof Wilderness
Reserve and Wellness Retreat protects
18,532 acres of this biodiversity-rich habitat – home to endangered wildlife such as
the Cape Mountain zebra. The lodge also
cares for archaeological treasures found onsite, in the form of 130 ancient San rock-art
paintings, some dating back as far as 10,000
years. Any of the 17 lavish rooms – or the
owners’ private villa – provides a perfect
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base camp for daily outings, with evenings
spent sipping the Cape’s renowned vintages
under starlit skies. Doubles from $665, including breakfast daily and a private picnic for two.
Bay Area Rebirth
For more than a century, Fort Baker, overlooking San Francisco Bay, hummed with
U.S. military activity until the last soldiers
left in 2000. Recognizing an opportunity to
turn the former military grounds and barracks into a beacon of peace and sustainability, several Marin County locals formed
a partnership with the U.S. National Park
Service to open Cavallo Point – The Lodge
at the Golden Gate. They reused original
building materials to maintain historical
character and reduce construction waste,
carefully restored native flora, and transformed former officers’ quarters into green
living suites. Guests can bike through the
surrounding 80,000 acres of the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area, take in vistas of the Golden Gate Bridge from a kayak,
and learn how to prepare and sample the
Bay Area’s bounty at the on-site cooking
school. The 142-room lodge also supports
community projects such as The Conscious
Kitchen, which teaches local teens about
sustainable living, healthy eating, and gardening. Doubles from $399, including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.
Flower Power in Peru
Over the past half-century, the rush for
tourism dollars from waves of visitors eager to see Machu Picchu’s ruins meant the

The best homes.
The best service.

Every onefinestay home is
hand-picked for space, character
and comfort – and that’s just the
start. We carefully prepare each
home, welcome you when you
arrive and provide support 24/7.
It’s handmade hospitality.
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The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.
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Clockwise from top left: Wild orchids at Inkaterra, San Francisco’s Cavallo Point,
and a Cambodian classroom funded by Song Saa’s charitable endeavors.

sanctuary’s natural heritage received scant
attention – and area flora and fauna spiraled
into decline. Enter Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, an 81-room lodge with a
mission: Create a sustainable tourism model that protects and restores nature, rather
than tramples it. Today, Inkaterra’s guests
also reap the benefits, including exploring the hotel’s 12-acre Andean cloud-forest
grounds on footpaths leading to 372 types
of wild orchids, and opportunities to spot
some of the 214 bird species and 111 kinds
of butterflies that can also be found on the
property. Nearby, guests can visit Inkaterra’s Andean Bear Rescue Center, which
is working to protect and replenish this endangered species in Machu Picchu’s wilds.
Doubles from $548, including breakfast and
dinner daily and a massage once during stay.
Cambodian Community
It comes as no surprise to veteran travelers
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that some of the world’s most picturesque
places are also home to rural villagers struggling to fulfill basic needs. This was the reality Melita and Rory Hunter, the owners of
Song Saa Private Island, discovered when
they first saw the shimmering beauty of Koh
Rong Archipelago while on their honeymoon
in Cambodia in 2005. They set out to create
a sustainable resort that would help improve
local livelihoods. Forging a partnership
with local fishermen to source the lodge’s
seafood menu (in the process, establishing
Cambodia’s first marine reserve), they also
work with nearby villagers to supply fresh
produce for the 27-room resort, and created
a fund for community health and education.
At the heart of Song Saa is a superlative guest
experience – snorkeling in crystal lagoons
and candlelit dinners, for instance – that
also leaves the world a better place. Doubles
from $1,037, including breakfast daily, a bottle
of Champagne, and one massage per person.

alaska — where
e p i c l i ve s
Alaska is nature on an epic scale. And no one helps you experience this
wild frontier like Princess,® named “Best Cruise Line in Alaska” nine
years running by the readers of Travel Weekly magazine.

7-DAY VOYAGE OF THE GL ACIERS

fares from

Coral Princess® | Anchorage to Vancouver | 5/20/2017

$2,109*

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $215 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

7-DAY INSIDE PASSAGE
Ruby Princess® | Roundtrip Seattle | 5/20/2017
Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $220 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

10-DAY INSIDE PASSAGE
Grand Princess® | Roundtrip San Francisco | 5/18/2017
Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $220 per person are additional, and are subject to change.

fares from

$2,099*
fares from

$2,749*

Plus, receive up to $75 onboard credit!
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to plan your vacation today!

*$2,109 fare is based on category MD on Coral Princess® sailing 05/20/17, $2,099 fare is based on category MD on Ruby Princess® sailing 05/20/17, $2,749 fare is based on category MD on
Grand Princess® sailing 05/18/17, on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and
apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with
any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico
and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that
apply to all bookings. Up to $75onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and
is not redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. ©2016, Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
ONE MORE NIGHT TO UNCOVER THE WORLD
Whether you relish luxury safari lodges, ancient temples, bustling international cities, or secluded
retreats, you’ll find Travcoa’s hallmarks of excellence on every journey. Perhaps you’re looking for a
romantic getaway celebrating an anniversary or birthday, planning a multigenerational family trip, or
dreaming up an escape with a friend to taste new flavors or learn how to salsa dance from a local expert.
Choose from over 100 privately guided experiences in more than 75 countries.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 31, 2017; book by October 31, 2016, and
receive a free pre- or post-hotel night.

DREAMING AND DINING IN DUBLIN
The very epitome of Dublin—charming, sophisticated, and with a modern edge—The Westbury, a
member of the prestigious Leading Hotels of the World, is the perfect urban location for exploring this
captivating city, tucked between Trinity College and St. Stephen’s Green. Grafton Street—known for its
vibrant colors, street artists, and high-end shopping—is right out the front door. Behind the hotel, one
finds Dublin’s “Creative Quarter,” an enclave of lively bars, restaurants, and boutiques.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; one lunch or dinner for two; and more.

GOLF, SPA AND COCKTAILS ON THE HOUSE
When you stay two or more nights at the St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort, your second round of golf,
second spa treatment, and second cocktail are free of charge. At this Gold Audubon Sanctuary in Puerto
Rico, Virtuoso guests are welcomed to a pristine two-mile beach; the world-class Remède Spa; the
signature restaurant, Fern, by Jean-Georges Vongerichten; and a challenging oceanfront golf course
designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 22, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a $100 dining credit; and more.

ROOM UPGRADE AND $125 HOTEL CREDIT IN TORONTO
Virtuoso guests are always VIPs at Trump International Hotel and Tower Toronto – and you’ll
receive a room upgrade at the time of booking plus a $125 hotel credit. Experience fall in the city and
relax in Five-Star and well-appointed Five-Diamond guest rooms and suites, with unmatched amenities,
world-class dining options and the luxurious salon and spa.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 30, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; early check-in and late checkout, if available; and more.

FREE NIGHT IN THE TURKS AND CAICOS
When you stay three consecutive nights at Gansevoort Turks + Caicos, your fourth is on the house—
plus, you’ll receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit at this sensual island retreat located on Grace
Bay, the third-longest barrier reef in the world. You won't want to stray far from the 7,000-squarefoot infinity pool or the Exhale Spa, but when you do, make sure it’s for dinner at Stelle for its local
seafood specialties.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until November 23, 2016; book by November 1, 2016.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; a bottle of wine; and more.

ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY 3RD NIGHT IN NYC
With a custom-stocked kitchen with your favorite indulgences, a Schonbek crystal chandelier, and
Central Park views through dramatic floor-to-ceiling windows, your abode at the Trump International
Hotel and Tower New York is home on hyperdrive. Every aspect of this 52-story Midtown Manhattan
hotel has been taken up a notch, from the Jean-Georges room service (the restaurant is downstairs) to
the special menus and amenities for kids and pets.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until March 17, 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include
a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a $100 spa or dining credit; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
STAY 5 NIGHTS, PAY FOR 3 IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
Dreams of the South Pacific come into bright Technicolor at the InterContinental Moorea Resort &
Spa, where sparkling turquoise waters abut luxuriant gardens and white sands. You’ll stay five nights yet
pay for just three, freeing you to indulge at the Hélène spa or take a jeep tour through the jungle. Swim
with dolphins at the Moorea Dolphin Centre, water ski across an azure sea, enjoy Tahitian music and
dance shows throughout the week—this is as romantic as French Polynesia gets.
Throughout the resort, nestled between lush mountains and a lagoon amidst 17 acres of immaculate
gardens, guests have access to three restaurants featuring French, Tahitian, and international cuisine,
and two bars with snacks and cocktails. All accommodations are decked out in an elegant yet traditional
Polynesian style, with air conditioning, WiFi, and a private balcony or terrace.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until May 31, 2017; book by March 31, 2017. Virtuoso
exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; one dinner for two; and more.

THE INDULGENT FRONTIERSMAN
Embrace the fortifying beauty of a Montana winter with all the vigor of a 19th-century frontiersman.
Inspired by The Revenant protagonist Hugh Glass, this all-inclusive offer lets you choose your own fourday adventure with the knowledge you’ll be back in luxury in a few hours’ time. The Ranch at Rock
Creek’s log homes, lodge rooms, and glamping cabins sit in a wilderness little changed since trappers,
miners, and cowboys first settled the Western territories. Channel Glass’ fortitude on a survival-skills
challenge, an ice-fishing trip to catch kokanee salmon, a private horseback ride, a target shooting
adventure, or other gripping winter excursion. Return to the Granite Lodge for a Saddle Sore Soak spa
treatment and a fireside craft whiskey and beer tasting, before dining on locally sourced delights, like
braised elk and lamb porterhouse.
Virtuoso rates from $1,800 per room, per night. Available until March 31, 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a bottle of wine; a $100 ranch credit; and more.

LINGER IN LAGUNA: 3RD NIGHT COMPLIMENTARY
Savor one more glorious evening in Southern California with this complimentary-night offer from the
Montage Laguna Beach. Two sparkling pools, panoramic coastline views, and fresh cuisine in three
restaurants vie for your attention, as does the raved-over Spa Montage with its indoor/outdoor amenities
and a full range of treatments. You’ll love the exclusive shopping nearby at South Coast Plaza.
The pretty Laguna Beach art community, halfway between Los Angeles and San Diego, is the ideal spot
for a quick seaside getaway. Sink into a guest room or suite, or a romantic bungalow-style room—all
decorated in an inviting Craftsman style with authentic artwork by noted California artists. Every
accommodation boasts a private oceanfront balcony or walk-out patio for spectacular Laguna Beach
views. Don’t miss Studio, the signature restaurant, set atop a coastal bluff overlooking the Pacific.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until February 10, 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a room upgrade, if available; a $60 breakfast credit daily; $100 spa treatment credit; private shopping transfer;
and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
VIEQUES VACATION: 4TH NIGHT FREE
Your fourth night is complimentary at W Retreat & Spa Vieques Island, eight miles off the coast of
Puerto Rico. A perfect paradise with pristine beaches, the world’s brightest bioluminescent bay, and
even wild horses, the island is home to this luscious resort, complete with W signature beds, Bliss® bath
amenities, the AWAY® Spa, and Sorcé restaurant, which specializes in Puerto Rican cuisine with locally
sourced ingredients.
Virtuoso rates from $409 per room, per night. Available until December 20, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include
a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a $100 dining credit; and more.

BEVERLY HILLS BONUS: 4TH NIGHT FREE
Experience the glamour of Los Angeles a little longer with an additional night at Montage Beverly
Hills, compliments of Virtuoso. Soak up Southern California’s endless sunshine at the rooftop
swimming pool with spectacular views of the Hollywood Hills. Immerse yourself in the rejuvenating
treatments offered at Spa Montage Beverly Hills, featuring L.RAPHAEL products. Dine at Geoffrey
Zakarian’s debut L.A. restaurant, Georgie.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 31, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a $100 hotel credit; and more.

DREAMTIME IN DUBAI, SAVE 20% AT THE SPA
The palatial Four Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach is offering all Virtuoso exclusive
amenities, plus an additional $100 dining credit and 20 percent off all spa treatments with suite bookings
this fall. With floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the gardens and the Arabian Gulf, the awe factor is
high here—don’t miss the Mercury Lounge for its spectacular vistas of the sea, the Dubai skyline, and the
Burj Khalifa.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 25, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a $100 food and beverage credit, once per stay; breakfast in Suq or via in-room dining; and more.

COMPLIMENTARY FULL BOARD AT COMO PARROT CAY ESTATES
With its peaceful setting and expansive sweeps of sand, COMO Parrot Cay is the northern Caribbean’s
preeminent private island. Virtuoso guests are treated to all of their meals at one of the resort’s esteemed
eateries, as well as COMO butler service and full resort privileges. Not to be missed: the award-winning
COMO Shambhala Retreat and its holistic Asian-inspired spa treatments.
Virtuoso rates from $3,250 per room, per night plus tax and service charge in Parrot Cay Estates. Available until
December 18, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include breakfast daily, $200 resort credit, and more.

STARGAZING AND SPA TIME ON THE YUCATÁN PENINSULA
Walls of windows, private plunge pools, artfully designed suites—it’s all part of the decadent lifestyle
at NIZUC Resort & Spa, set in the same spot where ancient Mayan astronomers studied
star-studded skies. Today’s modern comforts include six signature restaurants, ranging from Peruvian
to Far East fusion, Peter Burwash tennis pros, water sports along the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef, two
exclusive beaches, and a full-service spa.
Virtuoso rates from $590 per room, per night. Available until December 15, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include
a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a hydrotherapy session for two; and more.

COSTA RICA’S BEST: SAVE $200 PER COUPLE
Escape to a tropical paradise with Latour, The Isramworld Portfolio of Brands, your expert guides in
Costa Rica as you uncover the natural riches of Golfo Dulce, Manuel Antonio, and San José. Revel in the
beauty of Corcovado, deemed the “most biologically intense place on earth” by National Geographic.
Your seven-night stay includes hiking in Manuel Antonio National Park, cultural tours, village visits,
wellness activities, snorkeling in pristine waters, luxury hotel stays, beach days, and more.
Virtuoso rates from $2,459 per person. Available until July 31, 2017; book by November 30, 2016, and save $200 per
couple. Single traveler discount $100.
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VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
EXTRA ADRIATIC: STAY 3, PAY FOR 2
The never-ending summer of the Adriatic is calling from the Regent Porto Montenegro, where your
third night is free. Warm sunshine casts a glint on the still-warm sea, all the way through the fall months.
UNESCO-protected Boka Bay awaits discovery nearby, while soaring mountain ranges provide a lovely
surrounding backdrop. Gourmet cuisine, pampering spa treatments, and local architecture make for a
stunning retreat in the heart of Porto Montenegro village.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 20, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; one lunch for two; and more.

MoMA, TOP OF THE ROCK AND MORE IN NYC
When The Chatwal Hotel is your home away from home in the heart of Manhattan, you’ll experience
all this vibrant metropolis has to offer. Your two-night stay includes two tickets to MoMA and Top of the
Rock, complimentary house car service at your disposal, butler service, an indulgent breakfast daily at
The Lambs Club, and a $100 spa credit at the Red Door Spa by Elizabeth Arden, on-site at the hotel. This
landmark building was once home to the first theater club in the United States and today ranks as one of
the world’s premier boutique hotels.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until March 31, 2017.

SAVE 20% AT FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE ESTATE
Because one night is never enough, Auberge du Jeu de Paume, Chantilly, Relais & Chateaux is
offering Virtuoso guests their second night at 20 percent off—more time to explore this vast estate’s
many charms, from the Great Stables with its equine museum and racetrack, to the Michelin-starred La
Table du Connétable, which rivals the best eateries in Paris, just 25 miles away.
Virtuoso rates from EUR 425 per room for two nights. Available until April 30, 2017; book by October 15, 2016.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; entrance to Domaine de Chantilly; and
wine and chocolates.

LIFESTYLE AND HERITAGE IN JERUSALEM
In the heart of Jerusalem, boasting sought-after views of the Old City walls and Tower of David, Mamilla
Hotel is a sophisticated and modern retreat for the savvy world traveler. The shops of Mamilla Avenue
are right out the front door. In addition to an exclusive restaurant and the award-winning Holistic
Wellbeing Center, Virtuoso guests are treated to a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; one lunch
or dinner for two in the Happy Fish Restaurant; a welcome amenity from the chef and 10 percent off at
the hotel's restaurants and bars; and more.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2016.

SAVE 30% ON THE VACATION OF A LIFETIME
Create new family memories this holiday season—set sail on the biggest celebration at sea with Royal
Caribbean. Roam the ancient Mayan ruins of Coba in Cozumel and ride the longest zip line over water in
Labadee. Take the plunge on the Ultimate Abyss slide or enjoy a complimentary dinner for two in
Central Park on board the new Harmony of the SeasSM.
Virtuoso fares from $2,551 per person. Harmony of the SeasSM departs December 31, 2016; book by August 31, 2016.

ENCHANTING DANUBE
The Danube, one of Europe’s greatest rivers, unfurls before you as you sail with Uniworld from Budapest
to Passau, Germany. A longtime muse for poets, musicians, and artists, the Danube delivers you to the
riches of Bratislava, Vienna, Dürnstein, Melk, Salzburg, and Linz. Indulge in Uniworld’s high level of
service, including all locally sourced meals on board, unlimited beverages, incredible local wines, WiFi,
and expert-led, personalized shore excursions.
Virtuoso fares from $2,949 per person. Maria Theresa departs November 5, 2017. Virtuoso guests receive a $100
shipboard credit per person and a fresh fruit plate upon arrival.

Dossier

Bright Lights,
Big City
Olivia Brown, general manager of
Bellagio Resort & Casino, on overseeing a staff of 8,000 and exploring
Las Vegas.
Bellagio has about 8,000
employees – do you ever
feel like the mayor of a
small town? You could say

that! Bellagio is an expansive
resort (1) with a wide variety
of guest experiences. There
are a lot of moving pieces that
need to be managed 24 hours
a day in order to run our property successfully.

2

3
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The resort’s best-kept
secret? In addition to origi-

nal paintings by a legendary
artist, Picasso restaurant’s
(2) lakeside patio has one of
the best views of the Fountains of Bellagio. It’s a perfect
spot for a date night.

When you’re not at Bellagio,
we’ll find you … Spending

time with my husband and
12-year-old twins, Sidney and
Sebastian, either lounging by
our pool or exploring the desert landscapes and attractions
nearby, such as Red Rock Canyon and the Hoover Dam.
Favorite travel memory?

Visiting Lake Garda in
northern Italy three years
ago, sipping cappuccino and
indulging in a nice piece of
chocolate cake.
If you could go anywhere
this weekend? Venice, with a

quick stop in Milan.

How can travelers beat the
Vegas heat? Stay indoors!

The one item that’s always
in your carry-on? A black

There are so many incredible offerings (3) within the
confines of the Strip’s hotels
that if you never want to go
outside, you don’t have to.

pashmina (4).
Your room-service indulgence? Häagen-Dazs choco-

late ice cream, please!

“Always pack an extra ‘what if’
outfit. For me, a little nonwrinkle
black dress does the trick.”

(BELLAGIO) POWEROFFOREVER/ISTOCK,
(OLIVIA BROWN) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI/HAIR AND MAKEUP BY SONG LOPEZ

1

THE WORLD’S
M O S T A L L- I N C L U S I V E
LUXU RY RIVER C R U IS E LI N E

The best ships, the best food, the best service—it is no wonder travelers return to Uniworld year after year.
Discover for yourself the unmatched, irresistible luxury of our all-inclusive European river cruises.

Enchanting Danube

Castles along the Rhine

European Jewels

Budapest to Passau
8 Days

Basel to Amsterdam
8 Days

Amsterdam to Budapest
15 Days

2015

Editors’
Picks

“Best River Cruise Line”
“Best Shore Excursions”
“Best New River Cruise Ship”
S.S. Maria Theresa

“#1 River Cruise Line”

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about exclusive amenities and other Uniworld offers.

CST #2075415-20

Souvenir
SWATCH
Swatch stores and swatch.com

TIP:
If you have kids,
hop the Mount Pilatus
gondola outside Lucerne.
Rather than riding 45
minutes to the peak, get
off at the ﬁrst stop and
visit the beautiful wooden
castle playground with an
alpine backdrop.

CLASSIC SWISS ARMY KNIFE
victorinox.com

CHOCOLATE BARS
Max Chocolatier, Lucerne

Feinfracht, Bern

Lucerne’s Chapel Bridge
spans the Reuss River,
connecting the old and
new towns.

SWITZERLAND
Truffle hunting, local art, and timepieces within reach.
Daily chocolate tasting was a ritual during my family’s train journey through Zürich, Bern, and Lucerne. We’d choose a
shop at random and each try a truffle – quality assurance for homeward-bound gifts. I picked up striking graphic art,
one of my favorite take-homes, at Feinfracht along the ancient covered arcade in Bern, where my son and I also explored
Einstein’s apartment and its cozy adjoining café. At Lucerne’s famous Swiss Museum of Transport, I got a fragment of
the Alps excavated during the construction of the Gotthard Base, the world’s longest train tunnel (opening to the public
this December). If you don’t have a Breitling budget, Swatch watches make for quintessentially Swiss mementos, as
do Swiss Army knives. A tip for last-minute souvenir shoppers: Larger Swiss train stations and the Zürich airport have
excellent shopping. – Marika Cain, managing editor
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(PRODUCTS) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY ADAM FORTNER,
(LUCERNE) MARIKA CAIN

TANJA ROUX PRINT

My luxury is

a room with a view.

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler, Amy Goetsch

HOW YOU DEFINE LUXURY IS PERSONAL.

The best travel experiences uniquely reflect you —
your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of individual taste. So whether it’s a room with a view
or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every client,
every detail, every time.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

The Perks of Being Our Client
With us, you can expect upgrades, special touches, and
true Virtuoso treatment. Whether for a weekend escape
or a longer, more complex itinerary, we’ll ensure all of
your travels are extraordinary.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

