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Crystal has something better than “all inclusive.”
$2,000 to spend as you wish.

Celebrate & Save in the Mediterranean.

Feel Miles Away with Close-to-Home Voyages.

We’re celebrating 15 years of award-winning luxury with exceptional savings on cruise fares for Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings. Plus,
receive up to $2,000 per couple in shipboard credits to spend any way you wish with our “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” promotion.

Fall will be here before you know it, so why wait to book your Close-to-Home voyage with the World’s Best? Lovely scenery, mild weather
and up to $1,000 per couple in “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” shipboard credits make your journey as close to perfection as you can get.

Enjoy special Celebration savings and shipboard credits to spend “As You Wish.”

Voyage

9319
9320
9321
9322
9323
9324
9325

Days

12
12
12
12
12
11
10

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Theme(s)

Ship

Sep 2
Sep 14
Sep 26
Oct 8
Oct 20
Nov 1
Nov 12

Med. & Black Sea
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Canary Islands
Trans-Atlantic

Venice to Istanbul
Istanbul to Venice
Venice to Athens
Athens to Venice
Venice to Barcelona
Barcelona to Lisbon
Lisbon to Miami

EA
CF
AC
FS
P
CL+ BD

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

Shipboard credits narrow the distance between you and your next voyage.

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Person

Special
Savings Fare

Celebration
Fare

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500

$5,735
$5,450
$5,450
$5,690
$5,265
$4,830
$3,540

$5,075
$4,700
$4,940
$4,515
$4,080
$3,165

Discover the captivating destinations of Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Marvel
at the superb beaches and distinct whitewashed houses of Mykonos. Gaze at the famed Pyramids and Sphinx with an excursion to Giza from
Alexandria. Experience the beauty of Italy with a drive through Tuscany in an agile and powerful Ferrari. Climb into a dune buggy for an exciting
look at Grand Turk. Or let us design a Crystal Private Adventure® just for you.

Most “all inclusive” cruises aren’t actually all inclusive. That’s why Crystal is offering you the “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.”
program. Along with fare savings up to $3,000 per couple on many European voyages, we’ll give you $2,000 in shipboard
credits per couple to spend any way you wish. From relaxing spa treatments to our finest bottle of wine or an exciting
Crystal Adventures® shore excursion, the choice is truly yours, as you wish. Plus, with the Crystal Assurance Plan, you’re
guaranteed the best applicable fare, our lowest minimum deposits ever and a flexible cancellation policy, just in case.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Begin relaxing before you even leave home with our 2009 Crystal Assurance Program. All guests are guaranteed the best applicable fare, and you’ll
enjoy our lowest minimum cruise deposits ever and our new relaxed cancellation policy. Plus, book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive
exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:*
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception
• Full day shore event/gala dinner or credit for customized options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options
• Plus, all Penthouse guests receive $150 per person shipboard credit aboard 2009 Voyager Club sailings

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best
and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Voyage

9222
9223
9224
9225
9226
9326
9327
9328
9329

Days

7
11
11
11
12
7
11
11
14

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 19
Oct 30
Nov 10
Nov 22
Nov 29
Dec 10
Dec 21

New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
Caribbean
Caribbean
Panama Canal
Panama Canal
Caribbean

Boston to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Miami
Round-trip Miami
Miami to Costa Rica
Costa Rica to Miami
Round-trip Miami

Theme

SJ
WF
JZ H
SJ
H

Ship

Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

“As You Wish” Brochure
Special
Credit Per Person
Fare Savings Fare

$500
$500
$500
$500
$250
$500
$500

$5,150
$6,640
$6,640
$7,670
$7,215
$4,960
$7,550
$7,550
$11,155

$2,575
$4,050
$4,050
$3,835
$4,185
$2,480
$3,775
$3,775
$7,920

Enhance your fall or winter Close-to-Home getaway with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Step into a horse-drawn carriage for
a memorable ride through the cobblestone streets of Québec City. Discover the elegance of a bygone era with high tea at the famous Citadel
in Halifax. Celebrate Thanksgiving with your Crystal Family in Grand Cayman. Take a horseback ride along the scenic trails of Aruba. Or if you
have a dream excursion in mind, let us create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you.
Theme and Specialty Cruises: AC- Ancient Civilizations BD- Ballroom Dance CF- Chance & Fortune CL+- Comprehensive Creative Learning Institute - Crystal Society
EA- Emerging Artists FS- Fashion & Style H- Holiday JZ- Jazz P- Photography
- President’s Cruise SJ- Smithsonian Journeys T- Tennis WF- Crystal Wine &
Food Festival

Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Adviser for more details. Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, cruise only, based on double occupancy for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacitycontrolled and do not include port, security and handling charges or airfare. The complimentary $2,000/$1,000/$500 shipboard credit (based on double occupancy, $1,000/$500/$250 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is
non-transferable, cannot be used in the casino or for Bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. See crystalcruises.com for full terms and conditions. All fares, itineraries and shore excursions are
subject to change. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas
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Crystal has something better than “all inclusive.”
$2,000 to spend as you wish.

Northern Europe — As You Wish.

The Mediterranean — As You Wish.

Take advantage of Crystal Cruises’ new “All inclusive. As You Wish” promotion, offering $2,000 in shipboard credits in addition to up to $3,000
in savings with our Celebration Fares. Indulge in fine wines, spa treatments or Crystal Adventures® shore excursions — the choice is yours!

The only thing better than a Mediterranean cruise is a Mediterranean Cruise with Crystal Cruises with our new “All inclusive. As You Wish”
promotion. Along with fare savings of up to $3,000 per couple on many European voyages, spend your $2,000 credit any way you wish.

							
Voyage
Days
Date
Destination
Itinerary
Theme
Ship

							
Voyage Days Date
Destination
Itinerary
Theme
Ship

Special offer: $2,000 per couple shipboard credit!

9214
9215
9217
9219
9220
9221

11
11
11
11
11
14

June 19
June 30
July 25
August 12
August 23
September 3

Baltic Sea & Russia
Baltic Sea & Russia
Baltic Sea & Russia
Baltic Sea & Russia
British Isles
Trans-Atlantic

London to Stockholm
Stockholm to Copenhagen
Stockholm to Copenhagen
Stockholm to London
Round-trip London
London to Boston

Enjoy $2,000 per couple shipboard credit.

T
EA
WF
CS
G
G

Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony

Special
Savings Fare
$4,995
$4,995
$5,340
$5,340
$5,390
$5,495

Celebration
Fare
$4,245
$4,590
$4,590
$4,745

Immerse yourself in the beauty and history of Northern Europe with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Marvel at Norway’s tallest
waterfall from aboard a small plane. Hop on a bike and pedal through the parks and gardens of St. Petersburg. Capture images of the Scottish
Highlands with instruction by an expert photographer. Venture into the Irish countryside for a lesson in the art of making soda bread. Or let us
design a Crystal Private Adventure® just for you.

Most “all inclusive” cruises aren’t actually all inclusive. That’s why Crystal is offering you the “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.”
program. Along with fare savings up to $3,000 per couple on many European voyages, we’ll give you $2,000 in shipboard
credits per couple to spend any way you wish. From relaxing spa treatments to our finest bottle of wine or an exciting
Crystal Adventures shore excursion, the choice is truly yours, as you wish. Plus, with the Crystal Assurance Plan, you’re
guaranteed the best applicable fare, our lowest minimum deposits ever and a flexible cancellation policy, just in case.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Begin relaxing before you even leave home with our 2009 Crystal Assurance Program. All guests are guaranteed the best applicable fare, plus
you’ll enjoy our lowest minimum cruise deposits ever and our new relaxed cancellation policy. Plus, book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and
receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:*
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception
• Full day shore event/gala dinner or credit for customized options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options
• Plus, all Penthouse guests receive $150 per person shipboard credit aboard 2009 Voyager Club sailings

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best
and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

9315
9316
9317
9318
9319
9320
9321
9322
9323
9324

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
11

July 16
July 28
August 9
August 21
September 2
September 14
September 26
October 8
October 20
November 1

Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Black Sea
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Canary Islands

Barcelona to Venice
WF
Venice to Athens
EA
Athens to Barcelona
WF
Barcelona to Venice
FF
Venice to Istanbul		
Istanbul to Venice
EA
Venice to Athens
CF
Athens to Venice
AC
Venice to Barcelona
FS
Barcelona to Lisbon
P

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

Special
Savings Fare
$6,055
$6,055
$6,055
$6,055
$5,735
$5,450
$5,450
$5,690
$5,265
$4,830

Celebration
Fare

$5,305
$5,305
$5,075
$4,700
$4,940
$4,515
$4,080

Enhance your Mediterranean voyage with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Discover the treasures of ancient Constantinople,
including old city walls, beautiful mosaics and the remains of the Hippodrome. Explore the Greek Isles aboard a private yacht. Stroll the “path
of the Gods,” a footpath positioned high above the sea on Italy’s spectacular Amalfi Coast. Or if you have a dream excursion in mind, let us
create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you.
Theme and Specialty Cruises: AC- Ancient Civilizations CF- Chance & Fortune CS- Cabaret at Sea EA- Emerging Artists FF- Film & Theatre FS- Fashion & Style
G- Golf P- Photography T- Tennis WF- Crystal Wine & Food Festival

Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Adviser for more details. Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, cruise only, based on double occupancy for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacitycontrolled and do not include port, security and handling charges or airfare. The complimentary $2,000 shipboard credit (based on double occupancy, $1,000 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is non-transferable, cannot be
used in the casino, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. Up to $3,000 savings (based on double occupancy, $1,500 per person) is valid for a limited time only, varies by category, subject to availability.
Ask your travel specialist for full terms and conditions or visit crystalcruises.com. All fares, itineraries and shore excursions are subject to change. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas

Crystal has something better than “all inclusive.”
$2,000 to spend as you wish.

Celebrate & Save in the Mediterranean.

Feel Miles Away with Close-to-Home Voyages.

We’re celebrating 15 years of award-winning luxury with exceptional savings on cruise fares for Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings. Plus,
receive up to $2,000 per couple in shipboard credits to spend any way you wish with our “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” promotion.

Fall will be here before you know it, so why wait to book your Close-to-Home voyage with the World’s Best? Lovely scenery, mild weather
and up to $1,000 per couple in “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” shipboard credits make your journey as close to perfection as you can get.

Enjoy special Celebration savings and shipboard credits to spend “As You Wish.”

Voyage

9319
9320
9321
9322
9323
9324
9325

Days

12
12
12
12
12
11
10

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Theme(s)

Ship

Sep 2
Sep 14
Sep 26
Oct 8
Oct 20
Nov 1
Nov 12

Med. & Black Sea
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Canary Islands
Trans-Atlantic

Venice to Istanbul
Istanbul to Venice
Venice to Athens
Athens to Venice
Venice to Barcelona
Barcelona to Lisbon
Lisbon to Miami

EA
CF
AC
FS
P
CL+ BD

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

Shipboard credits narrow the distance between you and your next voyage.

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Person

Special
Savings Fare

Celebration
Fare

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500

$5,735
$5,450
$5,450
$5,690
$5,265
$4,830
$3,540

$5,075
$4,700
$4,940
$4,515
$4,080
$3,165

Discover the captivating destinations of Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Marvel
at the superb beaches and distinct whitewashed houses of Mykonos. Gaze at the famed Pyramids and Sphinx with an excursion to Giza from
Alexandria. Experience the beauty of Italy with a drive through Tuscany in an agile and powerful Ferrari. Climb into a dune buggy for an exciting
look at Grand Turk. Or let us design a Crystal Private Adventure® just for you.

Most “all inclusive” cruises aren’t actually all inclusive. That’s why Crystal is offering you the “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.”
program. Along with fare savings up to $3,000 per couple on many European voyages, we’ll give you $2,000 in shipboard
credits per couple to spend any way you wish. From relaxing spa treatments to our finest bottle of wine or an exciting
Crystal Adventures® shore excursion, the choice is truly yours, as you wish. Plus, with the Crystal Assurance Plan, you’re
guaranteed the best applicable fare, our lowest minimum deposits ever and a flexible cancellation policy, just in case.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Begin relaxing before you even leave home with our 2009 Crystal Assurance Program. All guests are guaranteed the best applicable fare, and you’ll
enjoy our lowest minimum cruise deposits ever and our new relaxed cancellation policy. Plus, book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive
exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:*
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception
• Full day shore event/gala dinner or credit for customized options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options
• Plus, all Penthouse guests receive $150 per person shipboard credit aboard 2009 Voyager Club sailings

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best
and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Voyage

9222
9223
9224
9225
9226
9326
9327
9328
9329

Days

7
11
11
11
12
7
11
11
14

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 19
Oct 30
Nov 10
Nov 22
Nov 29
Dec 10
Dec 21

New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
Caribbean
Caribbean
Panama Canal
Panama Canal
Caribbean

Boston to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Miami
Round-trip Miami
Miami to Costa Rica
Costa Rica to Miami
Round-trip Miami

Theme

SJ
WF
JZ H
SJ
H

Ship

Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

“As You Wish” Brochure
Special
Credit Per Person
Fare Savings Fare

$500
$500
$500
$500
$250
$500
$500

$5,150
$6,640
$6,640
$7,670
$7,215
$4,960
$7,550
$7,550
$11,155

$2,575
$4,050
$4,050
$3,835
$4,185
$2,480
$3,775
$3,775
$7,920

Enhance your fall or winter Close-to-Home getaway with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Step into a horse-drawn carriage for
a memorable ride through the cobblestone streets of Québec City. Discover the elegance of a bygone era with high tea at the famous Citadel
in Halifax. Celebrate Thanksgiving with your Crystal Family in Grand Cayman. Take a horseback ride along the scenic trails of Aruba. Or if you
have a dream excursion in mind, let us create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you.
Theme and Specialty Cruises: AC- Ancient Civilizations BD- Ballroom Dance CF- Chance & Fortune CL+- Comprehensive Creative Learning Institute - Crystal Society
EA- Emerging Artists FS- Fashion & Style H- Holiday JZ- Jazz P- Photography
- President’s Cruise SJ- Smithsonian Journeys T- Tennis WF- Crystal Wine &
Food Festival

Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Adviser for more details. Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, cruise only, based on double occupancy for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacitycontrolled and do not include port, security and handling charges or airfare. The complimentary $2,000/$1,000/$500 shipboard credit (based on double occupancy, $1,000/$500/$250 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is
non-transferable, cannot be used in the casino or for Bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. See crystalcruises.com for full terms and conditions. All fares, itineraries and shore excursions are
subject to change. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas

Crystal has something better than “all inclusive.”
$2,000 to spend as you wish.

Celebrate & Save in the Mediterranean.

Feel Miles Away with Close-to-Home Voyages.

We’re celebrating 15 years of award-winning luxury with exceptional savings on cruise fares for Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings. Plus,
receive up to $2,000 per couple in shipboard credits to spend any way you wish with our “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” promotion.

Fall will be here before you know it, so why wait to book your Close-to-Home voyage with the World’s Best? Lovely scenery, mild weather
and up to $1,000 per couple in “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” shipboard credits make your journey as close to perfection as you can get.

Enjoy special Celebration savings and shipboard credits to spend “As You Wish.”

Voyage

9319
9320
9321
9322
9323
9324
9325

Days

12
12
12
12
12
11
10

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Theme(s)

Ship

Sep 2
Sep 14
Sep 26
Oct 8
Oct 20
Nov 1
Nov 12

Med. & Black Sea
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Canary Islands
Trans-Atlantic

Venice to Istanbul
Istanbul to Venice
Venice to Athens
Athens to Venice
Venice to Barcelona
Barcelona to Lisbon
Lisbon to Miami

EA
CF
AC
FS
P
CL+ BD

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

Shipboard credits narrow the distance between you and your next voyage.

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Person

Special
Savings Fare

Celebration
Fare

$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500

$5,735
$5,450
$5,450
$5,690
$5,265
$4,830
$3,540

$5,075
$4,700
$4,940
$4,515
$4,080
$3,165

Discover the captivating destinations of Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic sailings with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Marvel
at the superb beaches and distinct whitewashed houses of Mykonos. Gaze at the famed Pyramids and Sphinx with an excursion to Giza from
Alexandria. Experience the beauty of Italy with a drive through Tuscany in an agile and powerful Ferrari. Climb into a dune buggy for an exciting
look at Grand Turk. Or let us design a Crystal Private Adventure® just for you.

Most “all inclusive” cruises aren’t actually all inclusive. That’s why Crystal is offering you the “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.”
program. Along with fare savings up to $3,000 per couple on many European voyages, we’ll give you $2,000 in shipboard
credits per couple to spend any way you wish. From relaxing spa treatments to our finest bottle of wine or an exciting
Crystal Adventures® shore excursion, the choice is truly yours, as you wish. Plus, with the Crystal Assurance Plan, you’re
guaranteed the best applicable fare, our lowest minimum deposits ever and a flexible cancellation policy, just in case.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Begin relaxing before you even leave home with our 2009 Crystal Assurance Program. All guests are guaranteed the best applicable fare, and you’ll
enjoy our lowest minimum cruise deposits ever and our new relaxed cancellation policy. Plus, book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive
exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:*
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception
• Full day shore event/gala dinner or credit for customized options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options
• Plus, all Penthouse guests receive $150 per person shipboard credit aboard 2009 Voyager Club sailings

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best
and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Voyage

9222
9223
9224
9225
9226
9326
9327
9328
9329

Days

7
11
11
11
12
7
11
11
14

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 19
Oct 30
Nov 10
Nov 22
Nov 29
Dec 10
Dec 21

New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
New Eng. & Canada
Caribbean
Caribbean
Panama Canal
Panama Canal
Caribbean

Boston to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Montréal
Montréal to New York
New York to Miami
Round-trip Miami
Miami to Costa Rica
Costa Rica to Miami
Round-trip Miami

Theme

SJ
WF
JZ H
SJ
H

Ship

Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Person

$500
$500
$500
$500
$250
$500
$500

Brochure
Special
Fare Savings Fare

$5,150
$6,640
$6,640
$7,670
$7,215
$4,960
$7,550
$7,550
$11,155

$2,575
$4,050
$4,050
$3,835
$4,185
$2,480
$3,775
$3,775
$7,920

Enhance your fall or winter Close-to-Home getaway with optional Crystal Adventures shore excursions. Step into a horse-drawn carriage for
a memorable ride through the cobblestone streets of Québec City. Discover the elegance of a bygone era with high tea at the famous Citadel
in Halifax. Celebrate Thanksgiving with your Crystal Family in Grand Cayman. Take a horseback ride along the scenic trails of Aruba. Or if you
have a dream excursion in mind, let us create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you.
Theme and Specialty Cruises: AC- Ancient Civilizations BD- Ballroom Dance CF- Chance & Fortune CL+- Comprehensive Creative Learning Institute - Crystal Society
EA- Emerging Artists FS- Fashion & Style H- Holiday JZ- Jazz P- Photography
- President’s Cruise SJ- Smithsonian Journeys T- Tennis WF- Crystal Wine &
Food Festival

Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Adviser for more details. Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, cruise only, based on double occupancy for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacitycontrolled and do not include port, security and handling charges or airfare. The complimentary $2,000/$1,000/$500 shipboard credit (based on double occupancy, $1,000/$500/$250 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is
non-transferable, cannot be used in the casino or for Bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. See crystalcruises.com for full terms and conditions. All fares, itineraries and shore excursions are
subject to change. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas
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Spoiled?

ComPleTely.
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Come discover the foreign and faraway, close up and in depth aboard our intimate, ultra-luxury yachts. You can
explore Bali, Borneo and other magnificent islands in the Malay Archipelago on an exotic voyage aboard
Seabourn Odyssey. Venture a thousand miles down the Amazon, or discover the stunning landscapes and
“Old Asia” villages of Vietnam. All combined with the signature luxury and personalized service of Seabourn.
The authentic small-group encounters that take you behind the scenes. And the delight of exploring in good
company with travelers as curious about the world as you.

WInneR of The WoRld’s besT smAll-shIP CRuIse lIne*
InTImATe All-suITe yAChTs foR 208 To 450 guesTs
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seAbouRn PRIde
DEC 5, 2009, JAN 16, FEB 13, 2010
DEC 19, 2009, JAN 30, FEB 27, 2010

14
14

Singapore to Hong Kong
Hong Kong to Singapore

65%
60%

$4,999
$5,499

seAbouRn sPIRIT
JAN 4, 2010
JAN 23, 2010
FEB 11, 2010
MAR 3, 2010

19
19
20
16

Fort Lauderdale to Valparaiso
Valparaiso to Buenos Aires
Buenos Aires to Manaus
Manaus to Fort Lauderdale

60%
55%
60%
60%

$6,999
$8,249
$8,499
$6,249

seAbouRn legend
NOV 23, 2009, JAN 4, FEB 1, 2010
DEC 7, 2009, JAN 18, FEB 15, 2010

14
14

Fort Lauderdale to Caldera
Caldera to Fort Lauderdale

65%
65%

$4,299
$3,999

seAbouRn odyssey
NOV 14, DEC 22, 2009
NOV 28, DEC 10, 2009
JAN 5, 2010
JAN 21, 2010
FEB 24, 2010

14
12
16
33
20

Round-trip to Fort Lauderdale
Round-trip to Fort Lauderdale
Fort Lauderdale to Los Angeles
Los Angeles to Sydney
Sydney to Hong Kong

65%
65%
50%
45%
45%

$4,499
$3,499
$6,999
$17,114
$10,572

Virtuoso Travel Advisors’ Performance Awards, 2008
*Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards, 2008

This is my yacht.
To set sail, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, per person, double occupancy, subject to availability. Some suite categories may not be available. Seabourn’s Yachting
Collection Savings are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled and subject to change without notice. Government
fees and taxes of $91.77 to $469.64 per person are additional. Seabourn reserves the right to charge a fuel supplement for all guests, without prior notice, if the
NYMEX oil price exceeds $70.00 per barrel, and may collect such a supplement even if the cruise fare has been paid in full. Certain restrictions apply. Information
herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas ©2009 Seabourn.
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Your tee time is 9:30.

MP2009-1273 ©Disney
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So is theirs.
Have your playtime wish,
along with your children’s,
granted with a Walt Disney
World® vacation. With a
Magic Your Way Platinum
Package, you’ll receive a
customized itinerary that
can have you playing 18
holes on a PGA Tour golf
course, while the little ones
escape in Fantasyland® .

The smallest details can
be taken care of, from
dining reservations at fourand five-star restaurants,
to arranging children’s
activities, booking a
fireworks cruise or a spa
treatment and much more.
All you have to do is bring
your imagination, along
with your lucky club.

6-NIGHT / 7-DAY MAGIC YOUR WAY PLATINUM PACKAGE, INCLUDING :
ACCOMMODATIONS
AT DISNEY’S
GRAND FLORIDIAN
RESORT AND SPA

7-DAY DISNEY
THEME PARK
ADMISSION

ADDITIONAL
FEATURES LIKE
MEALS, TOURS
AND RECREATION

$2,879 PER ADULT
BASED ON ADULT
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

Rates are valid for stays most nights 11/29-12/17/09 in a Garden View room.
The number of rooms allocated for these packages may be limited. One Theme Park per day, and tickets
must be used within 14 days of first use. Everyone in the room must be on the same package.

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve this luxurious package.
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Behold the colorful, changing landscapes and ancient coastlines
that unfold before you on an Azamara cruise through Europe.
The treasures to discover on a European cruise are many. There
are even more hidden gems you’ll uncover when you embark on
an Azamara Cruisetour before your cruise itinerary, creating a
truly comprehensive Europe experience.

Book by August 31, 2009 and receive a $300 onboard credit.

For more information on our Europe itineraries,
call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist
*Prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise only. Prices are in U.S. dollars. Government departure taxes and fees are additional. All itineraries and
prices are current at time of printing and subject to change without notice. Onboard Credit is valid only for NEW individual, ocean view and above bookings
made July 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009 (code MZG2), on select sailings, applied on a per stateroom basis and is subject to availability. Onboard Credit
is not redeemable for cash and any unused amounts will expire at 10pm on the last night of the cruise. Onboard Credit offer is not combinable with any
other savings or onboard credit offer. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 09015033 • 05/2009
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Behold the colorful, changing landscapes and ancient coastlines
that unfold before you on an Azamara cruise through Europe.
The treasures to discover on a European cruise are many. There
are even more hidden gems you’ll uncover when you embark on
an Azamara Cruisetour before your cruise itinerary, creating a
truly comprehensive Europe experience.

Book by August 31, 2009 and receive a $300 onboard credit.

For more information on our Europe itineraries,
call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist
*Prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise only. Prices are in U.S. dollars. Government departure taxes and fees are additional. All itineraries and
prices are current at time of printing and subject to change without notice. Onboard Credit is valid only for NEW individual, ocean view and above bookings
made July 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009 (code MZG2), on select sailings, applied on a per stateroom basis and is subject to availability. Onboard Credit
is not redeemable for cash and any unused amounts will expire at 10pm on the last night of the cruise. Onboard Credit offer is not combinable with any
other savings or onboard credit offer. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 09015033 • 05/2009
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Mighty Good Times
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Warm welcome: Post safari refreshment at Kapinga Camp on Zambia’s Busanga Plains.
Photography by DOOK.
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boutiques

30

restaurants

4

performing arts venues

CHLOÉ • OSCAR DE LA RENTA • CARTIER • ROLEX • HARRY WINSTON • CHANEL • FENDI
CHRISTIAN DIOR • HERMÈS • ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA • TIFFANY & CO. • BALENCIAGA • VERSACE
BVLGARI • CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN • LOUIS VUITTON • BOTTEGA VENETA • GUCCI
Partial Listing

BLOOMINGDALE’S • NORDSTROM • SAKS FIFTH AVENUE • MACY’S

For travel information call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
SAN DIEGO FWY (405) AT BRISTOL ST., COSTA MESA, CA 800.782.8888 TRAVELER.SOUTHCOASTPLAZA.COM
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Two award-winning hotels. One Legendary name. Whichever hotel you decide on, the opulence you’ll find
within is always undoubtedly Mandarin Oriental. For more information, call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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VIBRANT CULTURES AND ANCIENT WONDERS
It is a land of stunning extremes –the world’s highest waterfall, longest mountain range, driest desert and largest rainforest. Cities pulsating
with rhythm. Archaeological ruins bringing history and culture to life. Penguins frolicking towards the ends of the earth. South America
contains enough soul-searching diversity to quicken the pulse of the most experienced traveler.
Once the adventures ashore are done, you can turn inward and relax aboard the newly-refurbished all-suite, all-balcony luxury of
Seven Seas Mariner. The perfect blend of comfort and privacy, your South American journey is punctuated with six-star services, from the
lavish European robes carefully hung by the bath to the stellar entertainment in the Constellation Theater.
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LUXURY GOES EXPLORING®
2-FOR-1 SAVINGS, FREE AIR, FREE UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS
plus SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $1,000
BOOK BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2009
VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL PARTY AND EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT ON ALL DATES

DATE

NIGHTS

FROM / TO

PER GUEST
FARES FROM

Jan 10

14

FT. LAUDERDALE TO LIMA

Jan 24

30

LIMA TO RIO DE JANEIRO

$

Feb 23

21

RIO DE JANEIRO TO FT. LAUDERDALE

$

SPECIAL OFFERS

BUSINESS
CLASS AIR
$
only 999
each way

$

7,295

FREE Air plus 2-for-1 Savings
plus additional $1,000 savings per guest plus

17,995

FREE Air plus 2-for-1 Savings
plus additional $1,000 savings per guest plus

10,295

FREE Air plus 2-for-1 Savings
plus additional $1,000 savings per guest plus

FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES

SHIP DISTINCTIONS

• Complimentary beverages including fine wines and
premium spirits, soft drinks, bottled water, coffee
and tea served throughout the ship

• 700 guests all-suites, all-balconies

• In-suite mini-bar replenished daily with soft drinks,
beer and bottled water
• Complimentary 24-hour room service
• All gratuities included

• Alternative dining venues at no additional charge such as the new
Prime 7 Restaurant and Signatures, featuring Le Cordon Bleu® cuisine
• Spa by Carita of Paris
• Wireless access throughout the ship
• Butler service in categories C and above, including in-suite bar setup
and SoundDock® for iPod®
• Interactive television with extensive media selection and
complimentary movies on demand

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
All fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, reflect all promotional savings, and are for new bookings only, made by 9/30/09, subject to availability, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Government fees
and taxes of up to $603 per guest are included. 2-for-1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares and do not include Prepaid Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees, and personal charges, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at www.RSSC.com. Full
Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories and may not have been in effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in effect after the expiration date. Free airfare is available only from the following gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, ORD, DFW, DEN, IAH, LAX, MIA, MSP, EWR,
JFK, LGA, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SFO, SEA, TPA, YYZ, YVR and IAD on select voyages. Air add-ons apply for other gateways and for additional guests in the suite. Air routing, scheduling and air carrier are at the discretion of RSSC. Business Class Air upgrades apply to international flights only and may not apply to U.S.
domestic or intra-continental flights within North America, Europe, South America, Asia or Africa. Business Class Air upgrade may require a complimentary hotel night. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions are for full fare guests only, capacity controlled and subject to availability. Requested excursions may not be available
at time of booking. Supplement will apply on Regent Choice excursions and excludes Private Arrangements and all Adventures Ashore programs. Restrictions apply and penalties apply 36 hours prior to shore excursion start date. Free shore excursions not applicable to children sailing free under Kids Sail Free promotion.
Visa and/or immunization certificate may be required. It is the Guest’s responsibility to verify all visa and health requirements for a specific voyage by contacting their Travel Professional and/or RSSC Reservations. Seven Seas Society Savings on select voyages are based on sailing, category and number of guests in suite/
stateroom. Air and Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharges may apply; the Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge is additional revenue to Regent Seven Seas Cruises. Additional terms and conditions may apply. RSSC reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. For terms and
conditions visit www.RSSC.com. Ship’s Registry: Bahamas. © 2009 Regent Seven Seas Cruises.
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EDITOR’S NOTE
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offers an idyllic escape of peerless
opulence, unrivalled sophistication
and sublime natural beauty.

ast month my family and i

went to see a new children’s movie,
Up, in which an adventurous couple
has big plans to see the world. They
yearn to take their dream trip to South
America’s mythical Paradise Falls, but for
one reason or another, “life” just gets in the
way and – spoiler alert – they never realize
their dream. The moral of the movie is obvious – don’t put off until tomorrow what
you want to do today – and it’s an animated
reminder that the dream of traveling resonates with many of us.
That’s why I’m thrilled to present Virtuoso
Life’s third annual Travel Dreams Issue, in
which we debut the results of our forwardlooking survey polling you on your favorite
types of travel, dream destinations, trips
of a lifetime, and more. More than 14,000
of you weighed in – a 34 percent increase in
response from our first survey in 2007 –
proof positive that the subject matter is relevant in any economy.
You told us that travel is a great way to
connect with loved ones, yourself, and
the world around you – and
with the cultural and historical aspects inherent in
so many destinations, it can
be a hands-on learning experience for the whole family. Congratulations to Jean
Ringwalt of Aspen, Colorado,
winner of our grand prize, a
Toyota Venza, as well as the
five other winners who took
home $1,000 each.
To bring to life the results
of this year’s Travel Dreams
Survey, we asked our editorial advisory board – made

up of some of the most innovative travel
advisors in the Virtuoso network – to create
itineraries for your top ten dream destinations. Each trip will make you want to call
your own travel advisor and start packing
your bags.
Whether it’s a dream trip or quick weekend getaway, now’s the time to travel. You
won’t believe the values in this issue alone,
from $96 for a suite at the Arizona Biltmore
to free airfare to French Polynesia. The
deals in Mexico – my personal favorite when
I want a low-stress, low-key getaway – are
even better, with many hotels offering complimentary extra nights, resort credits, and
other enticements.
Wherever your travel dreams take you,
what are you waiting for? Life’s short, so
go – and go now.

EDITOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

Living the dream: Recently, I went to French Polynesia – in the name of research, of course – with my husband, and I can report that it definitely deserves its rank as a dream destination. That’s Nomade Yachting
Bora Bora’s Ti’a Moana in the background.

Coming in SEPTEmBER/oCToBER: Virtuoso Life’s annual Food and Wine Issue
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P R O M OT I O N

Virtuoso P eople & P laces
Whether networking with clients and industry leaders, enjoying historical landmarks, or
taking the opportunity to make travel dreams come true, Virtuoso travel advisors show
they are true experts in the art of creating extraordinary travel experiences.

Reaching New Heights. Pascale LeJeune, Brownell Travel, took in the view from high
atop the bow of the American Safari Cruises ship, Safari Explorer, during a recent
ship inspection.

Powerful Networking. The Virtuoso Air Committee gathered at Virtuoso headquarters
in Fort Worth, Texas, for a meeting to discuss goals, strategy, and new opportunities for
air travel.

Exclusive Access. Anne Crawford, Coastline Travel Advisors (L), with children Kimberly
and Brett along with husband Michael enjoyed a special viewing of the Terracotta Army
while on vacation in China.
Extreme Makeover. With the help of preferred travel providers EuroPanache, Lufthansa,
Carey International, and the InterContinental Paris Le Grand, Virtuoso orchestrated a
dream trip to Paris for the McFarland family (above), recipients of a new home courtesy
of ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. The McFarland family of Indianapolis had
two dreams — a new home to replace a house that was not sufficient or safe for three
teenage sons and a single father, and a trip to Paris. Both came true! Their story — and
dream trip — recently aired as the show’s season finale. Below: The McFarland family
with Virtuoso staff and ABC crew.

A Night to Remember. During its Spring Awakening Gala event, Protravel International
devoted an evening to its most seasoned travelers by having them meet their advisors and
some of the world’s finest tour operators, cruise lines, hotels, and airlines. Over 700 loyal
customers came to learn about exciting travel opportunities and reserve trips around the
world, while enjoying the fabulous cuisine of The Pierre Hotel. (L) Marianne Kassapian and
Stephanie Summerall, Maybourne Hotel Group, and (R) Priscilla Alexander, Protravel
International, and Albert Herrera, Virtuoso.
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2009 Virtuoso Overseas S ymposium
Virtuoso travel industry leaders from around the world gathered in Sydney for a groundbreaking
meeting to develop key strategy and lay out their vision for the future of travel and tourism while
exploring the beauty and culture of Australia.

Harbor Views. (L to R): Felicity Moss, Jigsaw Travel; Sharyn Kitchener, Travelcall; Claudia
Rossi Hudson, Mary Rossi Travel; Muriel Wilson, Virtuoso; and Cher Roscoe, Travelcall.

Lovers of the Wild. Matthew Upchurch, Virtuoso CEO (L), and Kristi
Jones, Virtuoso President (R), posed with famed nature conservationists
Terri, Bindi, and Bob Irwin.

A Chairman’s Welcome. (L to R): Roland Largay, Largay Travel, Inc.; Jesse Upchurch,
Virtuoso Chairman; and Charles Kellogg, Largay Travel, Inc.

Blokes in the Outback. (L to R): Jim
Strong, Strong Travel Services, and
Garette Ziem, GOGO Worldwide Vacations.

VL_VIP_July_Aug_FINAL.indd 1

Elite Guests. (L to R): Ed Olebe, MasterCard;
Lyndel Gray, Tourism New South Wales; and
Jim Carrington, MasterCard.

Global Connections. (L to R): Valerie Wilson, Valerie Wilson Travel;
François Delahaye, Hôtel Plaza Athénée; Jennifer Fox, InterContinental
Hotels & Resorts; and Fred Matti, InterContinental Hotel, Sydney.

6/4/09 12:45:35 PM

Travel Gurus. (L to R): Alfred Volden, All World Travel; Anne Morgan
Scully, McCabe World Travel; and Jay Johnson, Coastline Travel Advisors.

By Land or By Sea. (L to R): Jeff Clarke and Ivette Pimentel, Celebrity Cruises; Gerard Bellino
and Evelyn Sandstede, CWT Vacations; and Laura Hodges, Royal Caribbean International.

Spectacular Show. Fireworks lit up the sky over the Sydney Harbour in an
amazing display put on for Symposium attendees by Classic Vacations.

Pro Travelers. (L to R): Patrice Willoughby,
Virtuoso; Ricardo Ferreira, Alatur Brazil; and
Priscilla Alexander, Protravel International.

Cheers! Mel and Stella Haycock, Travel
Concepts, shared a toast Down Under.

Lords of the Dance Floor. Symposium attendees showed they can cut a rug during an
evening of networking and fun at the Tobruk Sheep Station.
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Enriching Experiences. Sally Dunlap, Travelex Insurance Services,
embraced her new friend at the Tobruk Sheep Station.
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Longtime Barcelona resident JEFF KOEHLER (“The
Original Slow Food,” page 128) is the author of La
Paella: Deliciously Authentic Rice Dishes from Spain’s
Mediterranean Coast. “My best advice for paella,” he
says, “follows something the Spanish say: ‘The more we
will be, the more we will laugh.’ Invite a big group and
have fun.” Koehler’s new book Rice Pasta Couscous: The
Heart of the Mediterranean Kitchen (Chronicle Books)
comes out this October. His last piece for Virtuoso Life
was the January/February 2009 cover story on Madrid.

Johannesburg-based photographer DOOK is
no stranger to safaris, but his trip down the
Lower Zambezi (“Mighty Good Times,” page
96) stands out from past assignments. “At
long last I’ve ticked off one of my top dream
trips,” he says of the Zambezi River passage.
“Actually, it’s only a partial tick, as I didn’t
share my canoe, tent, and the unforgettable
wilderness with my son. It’ll be completed
when I do it again with him.” Dook’s images
have appeared in Travel + Leisure and Condé
Nast Traveller (UK), among other magazines.

AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it fit and center in the
DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed with
bleed on all sides for balance when imported.
Senior editor JUSTIN PAUL paired up with his
father for a classic safari adventure this issue
(“Mighty Good Times,” page 96). “Zimbabwe
may not spring to mind as an idyllic vacation destination, but that’s exactly what we
found on the Zambezi River’s Mana Pools
Canoe Trail,” he says. “Few places can rival
its peacefulness – mock-hippo and -elephant
charges and all. You’d be hard-pressed to
find a better father-son trip.” Paul’s last assignments involved winetasting in Mendoza,
Argentina, and cooking in Florence, Italy.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered
in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

E v E ry

momEnt

a mastErpiEcE
If MARGARET LOFTUS could choose one
itinerary from those she wrote about (“10
Dream Destinations,” page 81), it would
be the Australia trip for its mix of culture
and rugged adventure. “It’s hard to beat
winetasting and cattle mustering in the
same trip. But the helicopter ride through
the Southern Alps makes New Zealand
a close second.” The Boston-based freelancer is a regular contributor to National
Geographic Traveler.

In the city’s historic center, discover an

unexpected urban resort: an 11-acre walled
garden, framed by a centuries-old palazzo

and a former convent. For more information,
contact your Virtuoso specialist.
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True luxury draws from its
surroundings, elevating the finest
achievements of local culture to
grand new heights, creating a
world of vivid color and memory.
The Luxury Collection offers more
than seventy remarkable hotels
and resorts from which to explore
this world of enriching experience.
Experiences, made all the more
rewarding through Virtuoso.

Life is a collection of experiences. Let us be your guide.
The Luxury Collection Hotels & Resorts
Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin your journey at these Virtuoso preferred properties.

Europe Hotel Goldener Hirsch Hotel Bristol Hotel Imperial Santa Marina Resort & Villas Vedema Resort Hotel Grande Bretagne Blue Palace Resort & Spa
Hotel Cala di Volpe Hotel Romazzino Hotel Pitrizza Grand Hotel, Florence Hotel Gritti Palace Hotel Pulitzer Convento do Espinheiro Hotel & Spa
Arion Resort & Spa Marques de Riscal Mystique Turnberry Resort The Americas San Cristobal Tower Hacienda Temozon The Resort at Singer Island
The US GRANT The Ballantyne The Phoenician SLS Hotel at Beverly Hills

026_LuxuryCollection_p1.indd 1
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SUITE TALK, 36 BON VOYAGE, 38 CITY TO GO, 40 EXCLUSIVES, 42 VANITY CASE, 44

dESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE

Adriano fagundes

Sleight of Sand After buying the ultra-exclusive Bahamas hideaway of Musha
Cay, David Copperfield found himself facing a dilemma that typically confronts only
kings, overlords, and gazillionaires who aspire to Master-of-the-Universe status.
“I had to stop and ask myself: ‘OK, smart guy, how do you improve on something
that is already perfect?’ ” says the magician as he walks the grounds of Highview, the
10,000-square-foot aerie atop Musha Cay.
When it comes to trips of a lifetime, private islands are perennial Travel Dreams
Survey favorites. Copperfield purchased this one and ten nearby islands from Blockbuster Video baron John Melk, dubbed the latter “The Islands of Copperfield Bay,” and
set out to create a tropical destination of almost Disneyesque proportions. He sweeps
out both arms in a gesture that takes in all the eye can see – from the gorgeous green
landscape to the endless expanse of impossibly blue water and the beckoning islands
of the Exuma chain.
“It’s a work in progress on a very big stage,” says Copperfield. “Give a magician 11
islands in a tropical paradise, and there’s no telling what kind of entertaining madness
he’ll dream up.”

Passport is reported by
Elaine Glusac, Bob Morris, and Lisa Wogan

Disappearing act: Escape to a
private world at Musha Cay.
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Since landing here, the master illusionist has been conjuring all sorts of surprises for his well-heeled guests. Inspired by a “mystical experience” involving giraffes while on a trip to Africa, Copperfield wants to establish a colony
of the long-necked beasts on Musha Cay. He’s also planning a “Secret City”
populated by “artist monkeys” who interact with guests (“Think a tropical
version of Angkor Wat,” he says). One of his islets, renamed Forbidden Island, will eventually be the scene of the ultimate “Haunted House” experience. He has imported 80 flamingos from Cuba and is promising evening
séances around a billiard table that once belonged to Harry Houdini.
This secluded getaway about 275 miles south of Miami has attracted
the likes of Bill Gates, Oprah Winfrey, John Travolta, and others who can
afford the price of maximum privacy for themselves and up to 23 guests.
Copperfield has redecorated the five villas and common areas with pieces
picked up on his travels (birthing chairs from Bali, Afghani elephant saddles,
Indonesian cradles turned into coffee tables) and prized selections from his
vast collection of magic memorabilia.
There’s no shortage of beaches – 40 of them altogether – along with a staff
of 35, fine cuisine from a rotating roster of visiting chefs, private golf carts,
tennis courts, and a small armada of watercraft. Anglers can toss flies for
bonefish on the flats. Scuba divers can fin around nearby reefs. Golfers can
hit the Greg Norman course at a nearby resort on Exuma. Nighttime brings
karaoke (Copperfield is an ardent crooner himself) or movies at Dave’s

Drive-In (comfy chaise lounges, a big screen, and plenty of popcorn under
the palm trees on Coconut Beach). And if they’re up for it, guests can also
commission a special four-hour, multi-island treasure hunt that includes an
elaborate set of clever clues, actors portraying pirates and wenches, a faux
guillotine, and one major levitation illusion.
As Copperfield puts it, “It’s all big-league fun.” From $32,250 per night for
island rental, including all meals, beverages, and activities.

No illusion: The view
at Musha Cay.

Plane Talk

Stretch
Out
Tech Toy

Yellow
Submarine

Snorkelers can document adventures with
Vivitar’s new DCR-DVD 850. The handle-grip,
8.1-megapixel camcorder records in depths of
up to 10 feet and comes in a rainbow of reefreplicating colors, including blue, pink, purple,
and yellow, in addition to traditional black and
gray. $200; vivitar.com.
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Seated between economy
and business, the new
Premium Voyageur cabin on Air France offers
40 percent more legroom
than economy seats, plus
a 10-inch personal video
screen, noise-reducing
headphones, and a travel
amenity kit. The new
cabin class debuts on
flights from New York to
Paris beginning October
25, with plans to expand it
to all long-haul routes.
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There are lots of championship
courses in the world. But they’re
not surrounded by Barbados.
The courses. The views. The wonderful mix of British
and African cultures. Welcome to Barbados, where
you’ll find fairways and greens to fit your game, and
activities to fit every mood. We invite you to take
a swing, and experience the authentic Caribbean.
To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
www.visitbarbados.org
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Art Watch

Seeing isn’t Believing

René Magritte’s
The Return.

Brussels’ just-opened Magritte Museum celebrates the absurd
with some 200 works, letters, photographs, and drawings by surrealist René Magritte, who famously replaced a man’s face with
an apple, depicted a locomotive steaming out of a fireplace, and
captioned a painting of a pipe with the statement “Ceci n’est pas une
pipe” (“This is not a pipe”). Not so absurd: the 269-room Conrad
Brussels, which encourages visits to the new museum with a package that includes entrance for two, as well as cocktails and breakfast
(doubles from $288). magrittemuseum.be.

Top Tables

Takeaway Dining
Route National 74 runs through the heart of Burgundy between Beaune
and Dijon, stringing together Morey-Saint-Denis, Nuits-Saint-Georges,
and other wine-famed towns. Inspired by the viticultural route, chef
Michael Mina has opened RN74 in San Francisco, a restaurant and wine

bar serving both French classics (beef burgundy, duck rillettes) and
California quirks (hamachi sashimi, pork belly). Guests can pair dishes
with hundreds of bottles – 75 of which are under $100 – or select glass or
tasting pours from 50 options. 301 Mission Street; 415/543-7474; rn74.com.

(PAINTING) Charly Herscovici/SABAM-ADAGP, 2008

San Francisco’s new RN74.
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AP 228-276 LR Ramat quint:Mise en page 1

21/05/09

10:17

Page 1

H O T E L ,

S P A

im a ge s no n c on t ra ct u ell es

After Geneva and Paris, La Réserve reveals its new hotel and spa,
designed by renowned architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte, harmoniously
integrated into the private domain of the La Réserve Ramatuelle rental
villas and ideally located just minutes from Saint-Tropez. 7 rooms and
16 suites, a 1,000 sq.-m. spa with 13 treatment rooms, stays dedicated
to maximizing the future quality of life for each individual, a targeted
treatment plan, a complete La Réserve assessment, an indoor pool

031_Rama.indd 1
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with a jet lane, an outside pool with a pool-house, hammam, a bar
and a restaurant.. Imagine exceptional treatments in a universe of
luxury, relaxation and pure pleasure. Treatments so relaxing that all your
tension and stress simply vanishes. Crème de la Mer offers you a
unique experience, with treatments specially created for La Réserve
Spa Ramatuelle. Here is a world apart, suspended between earth
and sky in exquisite fusion with an exceptional natural environment.
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Travel gear

Power
Steering
Pushing when pulled,

the new rolling Hybrid
PA Bag from UKbased Live Luggage
aims to lighten loads.
Travelers tilt the case
15 degrees or more to
engage a rechargeable battery-powered
drive mechanism in
the wheels, which
helps power the bag
with minimal effort.
The new soft-sided
32-inch model features zip-off laptop
and overnight bags
designed to tote the
$450; liveluggage.com.

Frank about it: The Galleria
Italia at the Art Gallery
of Ontario.
Culture Watch

Artful Ontario

After projects in Bilbao, Prague, and Los Angeles, architect Frank Gehry returns to his hometown with his
renovation and expansion of Toronto’s Art Gallery of Ontario. Gehry’s first Canadian building features
Douglas fir in place of his signature steel in the facade and an exaggerated spiral staircase that hovers like
a piece of sculpture above the glass-roofed central court. The museum’s new Frank restaurant showcases
both Gehry’s zigzagging bar as well as the artwork of sculptor Frank Stella. Supplementing its unparalleled
collection of Canada’s Group of Seven landscape painters, AGO exhibits Surreal Things, devoted to the
works of Salvador Dalí, Joan Miró, Man Ray, and contemporaries, through August 30. ago.net.

32

(ART GALLERY OF ONTARIO) Sean Weaver/AGO Photo Resources

old-fashioned way.
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The luxury portfolio of
Virgin Hotels Group Ltd

NECKER ISLAND - British Virgin Islands

ULUSABA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE - South Africa

KASBAH TAMADOT - Morocco

THE LODGE - Switzerland

NECKER ISLAND - British Virgin Islands

Escape to one of Sir Richard Branson’s private retreats in 2009
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor for reservations

033_Virgin.indd 1

6/9/09 11:44 AM

PASSPORT
Books

Saving Wyoming one
page at a time.

Near Death in the
Desert EDITED BY CECIL
KUHNE (Vintage Books, $16)
In these true stories of
near-death-by-desiccation,
writers travel “the hard
way across the rough parts
of the world,” to quote
contributor Geoffrey Moorhouse, so we don’t have to.
The best of these tales takes
place among nomads and
camels in the harshly beautiful Sahara, where locals are
as much a source of anxiety
as comfort. Here, thinkeradventurers such as Wilfred
Thesiger revel in the endless
paradoxes – in the middle
of nowhere, it is hard to find
privacy; those with the least
to offer are often the most
generous – of the big empty.
Panama Fever

of the time with vivid
stories of egomaniacal
dreamers, hard-boiled
speculators, true believers, and long-suffering
immigrants, many of
whom gave their lives to a
boom-bust enterprise that
resonates today.
Bellissima Venice
BY MICHEL SETBOUN

(Abrams, $50) International photographer Michel
Setboun temporarily halts
the sinking of Venice with
this incandescent portrait
of La Serenissima. Like a
painter, Setboun celebrates
velvety shadow as much
as the famed Venetian
sunlight suffusing narrow
canals, wide bays, arcades,
bridges, towers, and fields
of red tile roofs.

BY MATTHEW PARKER

Doctor
Recommended
A tree-hugging activist has taken over
the National Museum of Wildlife Art in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. The Lorax:
Original Illustrations by Dr. Seuss is
staging its sit-in through September 7,
bringing whimsy to the otherwise highly
representational collection with images of
Brown Bar-ba-loots, Truffula Trees, and
Swomee-Swans from sketches to final line
drawings. wildlifeart.org.

34

The 100 Sporting
Events You Must See
Live BY ROBERT TUCHMAN
(Benbella Books, $18) From
the Super Bowl to the Iditarod
to Pipeline surfing, sports fans
will leap at the promise of
attending at least one event in
Tuchman’s user-friendly guide
to live competition.

(BOOKS) IRIDIO SEATTLE, (LORAX) DR. SEUSS ENTERPRISES L.P., 1971

Culture Watch

(Anchor Books, $17) “Epic”
understates the neardelusional mission of France
and the United States to
shear away mountains
and clear dense jungle to
build the Panama Canal.
Matthew Parker plots the
huge geopolitical shifts and
technological advances
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Rocket man: SpaceShipTwo
and its designer, Burt Rutan.
Virgin Galactic News

Grand
Entrance

Catch WhiteKnightTwo’s public debut at EAA Airventure in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Virgin Galactic’s
mother ship kicks off the opening air show on July 27 and will remain on view at the event (along with
some 2,500 show aircraft) through August 2. Confirmed future astronauts get complimentary VIP
passes for the event. In other viewing news: Virgin Galactic has arranged for engineer-led tours of
Scaled Composites, the Mojave, California, company in charge of building its fleet. Check with your
travel advisor for air show tickets and tour information.

Comfort Kit

Travel Gear

Feel-Good Kit

Pack a trip-specific pharmacy in one road-ready pouch with Adventure
Medical Kits’ new travel sets. Four sizes range from the World Traveler
model, designed for Kilimanjaro climbs or traveling in developing countries
and equipped with rehydration solutions and stomach medications, down
to the basic Travel Medic option with bandages, antibiotic ointment, and
antihistamines for minor mishaps. $10 to $70; adventuremedicalkits.com.
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High style: Ulusaba Private
Game Reserve’s new Cliff Lodge.

South Africa’s New Digs

Safarigoers can scan for elephants from a private plunge pool on the deck of
Ulusaba Private Game Reserve’s two-suite Cliff Lodge. The latest addition
to the 21-room property overlooking Sabi Sands Game Reserve features a
collapsible wall of windows and includes amenities such as a dedicated game
drive vehicle and a private chef. Cliff Lodge from $1,409, including all meals
and two complimentary spa treatments. Table Mountain views are on tap at
the new One&Only Cape Town. The 131-room waterfront property features
restaurants from Gordon Ramsay and Nobu Matsuhisa and two private
islands – one for its spa and another with 40 secluded suites. Doubles from
$581, including breakfast and a 50-minute spa treatment.

Gordon Ramsay’s Maze.

Bring Hollywood Home
Park Hyatt is providing room service for the tress-stressed:
French hairstylist John Nollet, who has dressed the locks of Uma
Thurman and Johnny Depp, is making one-week styling stands at
hotel properties in Chicago (July), Buenos Aires (August), Sydney
(September), Tokyo (October), and London (December). Haircuts
start at $900. Clients can get their coif on while sipping organic
smoothies from Brazilian nutritionist Patricia Teixeira, the former
consultant to David Beckham and the Real Madrid soccer team,
who created concoctions to aid jet lag recovery, digestion, and
immune systems at 24 Park Hyatt properties worldwide.
Park Hyatt’s jet lag potion.

36

Wright
Approach
Eighty years after Frank Lloyd Wright lent
an earth-hugging profile and desert color
scheme to the Arizona Biltmore Resort &
Spa, the Phoenix resort pays him tribute with
Ocatilla, a 120-room hotel within the larger
739-room complex. Guests of the woodtrimmed rooms enjoy flat-screen TVs and
iPod docks, as well as a dedicated concierge,
a lounge stocked with complimentary snacks
and drinks, and loaner Wii systems. Through
August 31, 2009; doubles from $96, including
an upgrade to an Ocatilla room, breakfast, and
lunch once during stay.
Ease into Ocatilla
at the Arizona Biltmore
Resort & Spa.

By ELAINE GLUSAC
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A Match Made for Paradise

Your Virtuoso® Affiliated Travel Advisor + Your World Elite MasterCard®
Your Virtuoso travel advisor + World Elite MasterCard together provide you with a host of special
travel benefits. Simply reserve your travel experience through your Virtuoso travel advisor and pay
in full with your World Elite MasterCard to receive:
Complimentary companion tickets, Business Class upgrades and savings on private jet flights.
$125 per person shipboard credit, shore event, welcome reception and services of an onboard host.
Or, in place of the shipboard credit and shore event, receive $250 per person shipboard credit.
Room upgrades (if available), daily breakfast and customized amenities at more than 800 hotels
and resorts worldwide. Plus, receive enhanced suite amenities at more than 150 select hotels.
$250 per person savings with more than 35 tour companies worldwide.
Special car rental offers and complimentary loyalty program membership.
Ask your Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor, call the number on the back of your card or visit
www.priceless.com/we for full program details and terms and conditions.

+
Complimentary companion ticket and Business Class upgrade are available for international travel on participating airlines from select cities. MASTERCARD, WORLD ELITE and the MasterCard Brand Mark
are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo and SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.
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There are some things money can’t buy. For a midnight climb to
the summit oF Kilimanjaro where you’ll watch the sunrise
From the rim oF a crater, there’s World Elite® MasterCard.®

World Elite® MasterCard ® offers access to truly unique travel experiences,
as well as airport lounge access, 24/7 concierge service and a variety
of travel benefits and rewards. Learn more at priceless.com/we
MasterCard and the MasterCard Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. ©2008 MasterCard
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More Mexico, For Less
Couples can translate words
into deeds with weddings
at Ritz-Carlton Hotels in
Mexico and the Caribbean.
Properties will split five percent
of the reception’s food and
beverage tab between a charity
of the couple’s choice and the
resort-sponsored Community
Footprints Fund. Those reserving 25 rooms for three nights or
more receive a complimentary
wedding ceremony and threenight first-anniversary stay.

Recent renovations at
the Aztec-inspired, 1,011room Fairmont Acapulco
Princess include new rooms
featuring iPod clocks and 37inch flat screen TVs, among
other amenities. Guests
booking three nights through
GoGo Worldwide Vacations receive a fourth night
on the house – more time to
enjoy city nightlife or soak
up the resort’s five pools
and 18-hole golf course.

The Ritz-Carlton, Cancún.

Through December 18, 2009;
from $265 per person, including
four nights’ accommodations
and round-trip airport transfers.
Heading to Los Cabos?
Travelers checking into
71-suite Las Ventanas al
Paraíso, a Rosewood Resort
for four nights or more earn a
complimentary fifth night.
Through December 18, 2009,
doubles from $515, including
breakfast daily and a six-ceviche
tasting once during stay.

Fairmont Acapulco
Princess.

Landmark setting:
The Eiffel Suite.

Towering Sight

Paris’ 191-room Hôtel Plaza Athénée
has taken the wraps off its new Eiffel
Suite, decorated by Marie-José Pommereau, the cofounder of Architectural
Digest’s French edition. The classically
styled suite surrounds the iconic tower
view with a frame instead of curtains
and includes a grand piano, as well as
use of a Maserati for jaunts around
town. Doubles from $1,008 (Eiffel Suite
from $7,865), including breakfast and oneway private transfers to or from the airport
or train station.

J U LY | A U G U S T 2 0 0 9

SUT_JUL_RFP2.indd 37

37

6/8/09 6:16:35 PM

PASSPORT BON VOYAGE

Triple
Crown

Tauck World Discovery recently christened the 118-passenger Swiss Jewel on
the Danube River – the company’s third
new river cruiser to launch in as many
years. Highlights include a bistro restaurant alternative to the main dining
room and 59 staterooms (including 14
suites), most of which have balconies
for soaking up scenery on voyages such
as the 15-day journey from Budapest
to Amsterdam, with stops in Vienna,
Bratislava, and Regensburg. Weekly
departures: September 26 through
October 10, 2009; from $5,390.

The Danube’s newest gem.

Pampered Journey
In an industry first, Disney Cruise Line has eliminated
the daunting challenge of packing and hauling baby supplies. Families on the 1,750-passenger Disney Magic and
Disney Wonder can now preorder everything from disposable diapers to baby formula and have packages delivered
directly to their stateroom before embarking.

Great
Story

By Jim Gullo

38
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Crystal Serenity’s spa.

EXTRA CREDIT

Novel idea: Holland America
Line’s new book clubs.

Decisions, decisions: Spring for the
wine of a lifetime, spend a day on a
private yacht in Greece, or book a
week’s worth of couples massages?
Crystal Cruises has expanded its
$2,000 shipboard credit for couples
on longer itineraries ($1,000/couple
on most cruises of less than 11 days)
to virtually all 2009 voyages, and
most of those in 2010. Passengers can
cash in on spa treatments, wine purchases, and shore excursions, among
other amenities.

(SHIP) James Engelbrecht

Bookworms get more
from time spent reading by the pool with
Holland America
Line’s new Explorations Book Club.
Ship librarians lead
discussions on titles
selected according to
each cruise’s destination (e.g., Australia
sailings this year will
feature Bill Bryson’s
In a Sunburned Country), a lineup of which
can be found on the
cruise line’s website.

Fast fact:

Cunard’s new 2,058passenger Queen
Elizabeth sold out its
maiden voyage in just
minutes.
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V I RT U O S O
EXCLUSIVE
Receive up to $300
Onboard Credit†
per stateroom

Be a part of the most celebrated legacy in travel
2009 Special Value Balcony Fares starting at:

$2,595*

$2,925*

$1,966*

Caribbean Delights
13 Days — November 17

Connoisseur’s Caribbean
10 Days — November 30

Connoisseur’s Caribbean
10 Days — December 10

Reserve with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Explorer beneﬁts:
Competitive Fares • Exclusive Shore Events • Onboard Welcome Reception & Host • Half-day cultural experience with refreshments
Reserve your stateroom between 7/15-8/15/09 for waiver of 2nd person’s deposit and additional Onboard Credit of up to $300 per stateroom

C A L L YO U R V I RT U O S O T R AV E L A D V I S O R T O P L A N YO U R A D V E N T U R E T O D AY.
*Fares are per person, quoted in U.S. dollars, based on double occupancy, voyage only and subject to availability and capacity controlled. $2,595 fare is based on category A3 11/17/09 Queen Mary 2, $2,925 fare is based on category AA 11/30/09 Queen Mary 2,
$1,966 fare is based on category B2 12/10/09 Queen Mary 2. Government fees and taxes of up to $61.01 per person are additional and may be higher for Canadian residents. Cunard reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all
passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. Additional government fees and taxes are per person. †Up to $300 Onboard Credit is based on double occupancy, applies to the first two guests in a stateroom
only, is $75 per person for inside and outside staterooms, and $150 per person (Max $300 per stateroom) for Balcony and Grill staterooms and applies to 11/17/09, 11/30/09 and 12/10/09 Queen Mary 2 sailings only. See applicable 2009 Cunard brochure or visit
Cunard.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all reservations. Certain restrictions apply. Ship’s Registry: Great Britain. ©2009 Cunard.
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rice and eggs, and a stunning view
of early-morning Waikiki. Lick
the Valrhona chocolate cupcake
crumbs off your fingers at Cake
Couture (Aina Haina Shopping
Center; 808/373-9750) and
burn the calories snorkeling
in picturesque Hanauma Bay.
Newcomer The Counter (Kahala
Mall; 808/739-5100) dishes up
enormous burgers adorned with
Danish blue cheese and roastedgarlic aioli. James Beard awardwinning chef Alan Wong (1857 S.
King Street; 808/949-2526) hosts
regular Farmers Series Dinners,
culinary tours of the islands led
by those whose life passion brings
gourmet ingredients to the table.

Stay Celebrating its 25th
anniversary, the 456-room
Halekulani’s latest guest amenity
is Art in Motion: a fleet featuring
a Maserati GranTurismo, a Bentley
Continental GTC, and Lotus’ Elise
and Exige S (doubles from $425).
Recently renovated, the 338-room
hideaway Kahala Hotel & Resort
puts up international politicos and
celebs seeking respite. Opening
onto views of the Koolau Mountains, the Dolphin Lagoon, or the
deep blue Pacific, the superprivate
Spa Suites elevate the typical
spa experience to the sublime
(doubles from $410).

Honolulu Highlights
The jewel of the
Pacific sparkles all
summer long.
By Richelle Thomson

Clockwise from top
left: Waikiki’s night
lights, gallery gazing in
Chinatown, surfer girls
at Halekulani, and Hau
Tree Lanai’s local fare.

40

GO FOR The summer season has
a stellar lineup of music and arts
events. The world’s best gather at
the annual Ukulele Festival, July 19
at Kapiolani Park. Spread a beach
blanket under the stars at Moonlight Mele (Bishop Museum, July
30, August 27; 1525 Bernice Street;
808/847-3511). Mingle with kamaaina strolling from gallery to wine
bar on First Friday Gallery Walk in
Chinatown or last Friday’s Art After
Dark at the Honolulu Academy
of Arts (900 S. Beretania Street;
808/532-8700).
EAT Hau Tree Lanai (2863
Kalakaua Avenue; 808/921-7066),
offers robust Kona coffee, fried

Duke’s (2335 Kalakaua Avenue;
808/922-2268), where happy
hour pauses only for the elusive
green flash. Local musicians
take the stage at Chai’s Island
Bistro (Aloha Tower Marketplace;
808/585-0011). Roy’s (6600
Kalanianaole Highway, Hawaii Kai;
808/396-7697) shakes fresh lime
sour and li hing mui (salty dried
plum) into the island’s best margarita. Master sommelier Chuck
Furuya’s selections at Vino Italian
Tapas & Wine Bar (500 Ala Moana Boulevard; 808/524-8466)
begin or end a perfect evening.

SHOP Luxury Row (2100 Kalakaua Avenue), a short section
of the palm-tree-lined Waikiki
thoroughfare, houses Chanel, Gucci,
Yves Saint Laurent, Coach, Tod’s,
Tiffany & Co., Bottega Veneta, and
Hugo Boss. Designer Allison KimCzerniak recently unveiled alliway
(Ward Warehouse; 808/589-1141),
a hot spot for her sassy jewelry
and handbags. Find classy aloha
attire at Ala Moana Center’s Reyn’s
(808/949-5929) or Tori Richard
(808/949-5858).

(WAIKIKI BEACH) Chad Ehlers/Stock Connection, (Gallery) Hawaii/Alamy

DRINK Kick your slippers off at
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THERE

ARE PLACES TO REST

YOU R E Y E S .

AND

SETTINGS WHERE

YOU ’D R AT H E R N E V E R B L I N K .

S TAY
LONGER
C O M P L I M E N TA RY
5TH NIGHT
Disconnect from the mainland with this special offer.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

As always.

Advance reservations required. Subject to availability select dates through December 17, 2009. Minimum stay of four consecutive paid nights required. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Does not apply to groups. Offer is not available
on the Mountain Side or Maile Suite categories.
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PASSPORT EXCLUSIVES

exclusive OFFERS for
Virtuoso Life Readers
Hot deals, trips, and hotel stays available only
through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

the Presidente
InterContinental
Cozumel Resort &
Spa. The 220-room
property presides on
a half-mile swath of
beach within easy
access of the world’s
second-largest
barrier reef. Guests
staying three or
more nights gain an
extra perk: a complimentary guided
snorkeling outing in
Cozumel Reefs National Marine Park.
August 15 through
December 19, 2009;
doubles from $230,
including breakfast.

Gotham flair: The
Gramercy Park Hotel.

1

Third Night’s
the Charm

Check in for two consecutive nights at New
York’s Gramercy Park
Hotel this summer and
enjoy a third on the
house. Along with an extra day in the city, guests
at Ian Schrager’s 184-room
property get a key to the
private park across the
street and entrance to the
hotel’s Private Roof Club.
July 1 through August 31,
2009; doubles from $445,
including breakfast daily
and lunch at the rooftop
club once during stay.

42

2

DOUble Your
Pleasure

Step up from a pool view
to an ocean-view suite,
or from an ocean-view
room to beachfront digs,
with Virtuoso’s exclusive
double upgrade at
Poolside in Cozumel.

3

Fall for
Ontario

Families booking Horizon
& Co.’s four-day southern
Ontario adventure by
August 31, 2009, get a
gratis night at The Fairmont Royal York Hotel.
On the agenda for the

Toronto’s Fairmont
Royal York.

self-drive trip from Toronto: wine country biking, jet boating through
Niagara Gorge, and an up
close viewing of the falls
from the Maid of the Mist
ship. Departures: Any day
through October 15, 2009;
from $1,250, including
some meals.

Lauderdale (departing
December 4, 2009; from
$5,795) enjoy unlimited
complimentary shore excursions and free roundtrip airfare from their
choice of 23 U.S. airports.
Virtuoso advisors also
offer complimentary
flights between Los
Angeles and Papeete for
Tahitian-bound sailors
on most of Star Flyer’s 7-,
10-, and 11-day journeys.
The Wynn’s
Society Café.

4

Free
Shipping

Take advantage of
exclusive savings from
Regent Seven Seas and
Star Clippers. Cruisers
on the Seven Seas Mariner’s 15-day sailing from
Rio de Janeiro to Fort
Sail away on the
Star Flyer.

5

Hit It Big

Step out Vegas
style at the 2,716-room
Wynn Las Vegas. Through
September 6, 2009, Virtuoso Life readers staying
two nights or more receive
a $100 dinner credit (plus
$30 toward breakfast),
early check-in and late
checkout privileges, and
two passes for the fitness
center and spa. Doubles
from $143.
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PASSPORT VANITY CASE

Gilt Complex

Sun-kissed take-alongs give your next trip the Midas touch.
PRODUCED BY JASON OLIVER NIXON PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIN OHIRA

1. tom ford White Patchouli atomizer, $160, saksfifthavenue.com. 2. talbots wide-brim straw hat, $39, talbots.com.
3. trina turk Zanzibar jacket, $258, trinaturk.com. 4. anthropologie Light Orbs bracelet, $38, anthropologie.com.
5. ralph lauren collection Karly jelly shoe, $195, saksfifthavenue.com. 6. Full-Blooded gold swatch watch, $150,
store.swatch.com. 7. ray-ban Caravan Ultra 18-karat-gold sunglasses, $485, Ilori sunglass boutiques.

1

2
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B a ja’ s E n c h a n t i n g B e a u t y

With private infinity-edge pools, plunge pools and terraces that open to the sea,

Overlooking the Sea of Cortéz, the resort’s dramatic Vista Pool

spacious new casita suites are unrivalled among Baja resorts, each offering direct access

invites moments of blissful relaxation with a separate area of

to a private sandy shore. Each features the services of a personal butler, 24 hours a day.

playful fountains dedicated to children. Nearby, the palapastyled Agua Restaurant and Bar serves an inspired menu of
the resort’s signature “Mexiterranean” cuisine.

One&Only Palmilla…
a place of magical perfection
Nestled into the dramatic shore along the idyllic Baja coast, One&Only
Palmilla is an exclusive hideaway of sublime luxury, a lavish beachfront
playground of refined tranquility where gracious hospitality is elevated
to an art form. Here, the balmy, sun-kissed climate is perfect for all
manner of water play, golf and tennis, and children are welcomed with
their own exclusive Virtuoso Kids program. For more pampering pursuits,
the One&Only Spa indulges with rejuvenating therapies performed in
discreet, garden sanctuaries. Serenely private and sensuously elegant, all
accommodation faces the sea with exceptional views from a private
verandah. Perfect for watching gray whales breach on the horizon.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Privately situated on its own secluded beach, the expansive fourbedroom Villa Cortez embraces the chic style of a modern-day
hacienda. Designed for intense privacy and exceptional luxury,
the estate features a private spa, 12-person screening room,
production studio, infinity-edge pool and beachfront palapa.

Michelin-starred chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten brings his
world-renowned talents to Market, showcasing his signature
Euro-Asian fare, influenced by Mexico’s fresh flavors. Also new
from Jean-Georges is Suviche Restaurant and Lounge, offering
Mexican ceviches and fresh sushi, and live music into the night.

Palmilla_OO_alt.indd 1
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PASSPORT VANITY CASE

Silver Streak

Add some high-tech style to your summer sportswear.
1. banana republic cotton-textured striped polo, $40, bananarepublic.com. 2. SIGG Alu Traveler one-liter water bottle,
$25, mysigg.com. 3. flip MinoHD camcorder, $230, theflip.com. 4. gucci GG 1906/S sunglasses, $295, saksfifthavenue.
com. 5. zirh Defend SPF 15 moisturizer, $32.50, zirh.com. 6. tumi T-Tech Hydro Sports messenger bag, $225, tumi.com.
7. Zub Zot watch by Nooka , $150, flight001.com. 8. Nike Shox Turbo running shoe, $115, nikesportswear.com.
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Sentient Charter is a program of Sentient Flight Group, LLC (“Sentient”). Sentient arranges flights on behalf of clients with FAR Part 135 air carriers that exercise full operational control of charter flights at all times. Flights will be operated by FAR
Part 135 air carriers that have been certified to provide service for Sentient and that meet all FAA safety standards and additional safety standards established by Sentient. (Refer to www.sentientflight.com/standards for details.)

expect more / enjoy more

Sentient Charter is all about value…without tradeoffs. At a time when value and flexibility
are more important than ever, Sentient Charter provides your clients access to the
highest quality aircraft at an extraordinary price point through its network of carefully
certified operators. With unbeatable personal service and uncompromising
commitment to safety—Sentient Charter will always have the right jet available
when and where your client needs it.

Sentient Charter is proud to be a Virtuoso
Preferred Partner. To book a trip, please call
your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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QUICK ESCAPE

Tough and Rumble
Taming Jackson, Wyoming’s big peaks and cowboy chic.
BY Aaron Gulley

An escape of
Tetonic proportions.

48

beaches of Kauai, but some prefer a vacation with pointy teeth and
a bit more meat. I’ve discovered just such a place in Jackson, on the
far western flanks of Wyoming, where crusty ranchers rub elbows at
the bar with movie stars and scruffy mountaineers, buffalo are as likely to show up
outside your window as on your dinner plate, and the ominous fangs of the Teton
range tear into the forever-cobalt sky of the surrounding high plains. This is big,
austere country, though the roughest edges are burnished by Jackson’s cowboy-chic
aesthetic. Which is precisely what I like about the place: It’s a little bit of glam with a
healthy dose of guts – think dude ranch authentic, with 24-karat spurs.
Case in point: Amangani. Lording over the valley atop East Gros Ventre Butte,
just a few miles northwest of town, this grandiose edifice of redwood, sandstone,

David Epperson/GETTY IMAGES

M

ANY people dream of wiling away their holidays on the
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And the Pinto Family. Your Friends in Africa

THE 6-TIME WINNER

Travel+Leisure “World’s Best” Tour Operator Award

Micato’s edge is personal warmth.The Pinto family run their
show as though entertaining well-loved, out-of-town relatives.
— TRAVEL+LEISURE

Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor can tell you more!
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QUICK ESCAPE

There are mountains,
and then there are the
Tetons. They look like
something only a child
could draw.

Swimming in good
taste: Amangani.

The way out west

Sleeping and eating, Jackson style.
STAY With just 40
suites, all decked in
pine, slate, and creamy
tanned leather with
in-room fireplaces and
immense soaking tubs,
Aman’s sole U.S. property, Amangani, is one
of the most exclusive
rooms in town. A meal at
the sleek 65-seat Grill,
which serves a variety
of chops and steaks, is a
must; order the venison.
Doubles from $875, including airport transfers,
breakfast, and lunch once
during stay.

50

Nestled at the foot
of Jackson Hole
Mountain Resort, the
Four Seasons Resort
Jackson Hole’s 124
rooms and 32 private
residences offer ski-in,
ski-out service in winter and quick access to
world-class fishing and
mountain biking when
it’s warm. Doubles
from $595, including
breakfast.
One of 12 RockResorts
properties, the Snake
River Lodge & Spa

has 88 rooms, 40
suites, a Robert Trent
Jones-designed
golf course, and the
17,000-square-foot
Avanyu Spa, the
largest in the state.
From $450, including
breakfast and a bottle
of wine.

EAT The unpretentious Rendezvous
Bistro does bistro
classics like steak
frites and wild boar
ragu with style. And if
you need an oyster fix,

it hosts Jackson’s only
raw bar. 380 S. Broadway; 307/739-1100;
rendezvousbistro.net.
The pulled-pork sandwich or wild-game chili
at Snake River Brewing Company makes
a good hearty dinner
after a day in the hills,
but the real reason
to come is the full
menu of beers brewed
in-house and served
on tap. 265 S. Millward
Street; 307/739-2337;
snakeriverbrewing.com.

and glass is the exclusive U.S. offering of the
Singapore-based luxury resort company.
Inside, it’s Bali spare meets Mild West, with
cowhide cushions next to slate tiles, animal
pelts painted with Native American iconography on the walls and pine log tables beneath, and a huge fire crackling in the great
room. “A car will be at your disposal for
some shopping or a town tour tomorrow,”
a host informed me as I was checking in. I’d
need a driver, but boardwalks and spendy
galleries weren’t what I had in mind. “How
about a chauffeur to Grand Teton National
Park?” I asked and, with that settled, retired
to my suite to pack my rucksack over a snifter of Rémy Martin.
In the United States, there are mountains,
and then there are the Tetons. These peaks,
the youngest in the Rockies, are all jaggy vertical relief, girded in soaring tablets of stone
and plastered most of the year in snow. They
look improbable, like something only a child
could draw. Yet the next morning, after a
black Lexus LX570 scooped me from the
hotel front at 7 am sharp and whisked me 45
minutes north to a trailhead at Jenny Lake,
there they were, clawing through the morning clouds, in all their tangible glory.
I had chosen the 18-mile round-trip hike
to Lake Solitude on the recommendation
of a friend and local, who said it was one of
the finest walks in the park. He had advised
taking the boat across Jenny Lake to cut the
mileage by four; many visitors make only
the scenic shoreside loop for a gentler day in
the hills, or even hike one way and return on
the ferry. But, feeling smug and fresh from
a fine night’s sleep, I set off jauntily to hike
the entire 18 clicks, whistling as I went. A
few hours in, whistling turned to song when
a sign advised that making noise was the
best way to avoid sneaking up on unsuspecting bears. By the time I reached the lake, an
alpine tarn that glowed impossible shades
of blue and green and reflected the mighty
serrations of Teewinot, Mount Owen, and
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H AWA I ‘ I
for less than you imagined.

MORE OF

No place on earth offers
a greater return on your
vacation dollar than
the Islands of Aloha.

S P E C I A L T O U C H E S T H AT S AY

M a h a l o.

Virtuoso enhances your stay with added values to make your vacation truly special.

O‘ahu

Kaua‘i

Halekulani

Daily buffet breakfast at House Without a Key or full American
breakfast at Orchids and complimentary room upgrade.

The Kahala Hotel & Resort

Kahala logo beach bag and beach towel and complimentary
room upgrade.

Maui

The Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui
Welcome basket with local snacks and juice.
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua
Complimentary room upgrade.
The Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea
Welcome amenity or champagne.

Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa
Daily buffet breakfast for two, one evening appetizer at
Stevenson’s Library, daily ANARA spa access for two and
a complimentary room upgrade.
The St. Regis Princeville Resort
Tropical fruit basket upon arrival, daily breakfast for two
and complimentary room upgrade.

Lana‘i

Four Seasons Resort Lanai at Manele Bay and
Four Seasons Resort Lanai, The Lodge at Koele
Daily buffet breakfast for two in Hulopo‘e Court or full
breakfast at the Terrace Restaurant, lunch for two once
during stay in the Ocean Grill or Terrace Restaurant and
complimentary room upgrade.

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL SPECIALIST TODAY!

Halekulani Orchids breakfast not available on Sunday. Halekulani amenities not combinable with other specials or promotions. Four Seasons restaurant voucher does not include taxes,
gratuities or cost beyond $85. Four Seasons offers valid 1/3 – 12/18/09. Room upgrades, early check-in and late check-out subject to availability.
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Jackson Hole nightlife.

Grand Teton, I was nearly hoarse and quite
sure that, thanks to my crooning, there
wasn’t an animal within a three-mile radius.
But Lake Solitude looked like God’s own
land, and I couldn’t help but keep singing. So
I stood beneath wind-blasted pines, belting
out falsetto across the still water.
Note to would-be hikers: The return inevitably feels longer than the way in. By the
time I’d dragged myself back to Jenny Lake,
my buoyant crooning had long since faded to
a croak, and I’d begun wishing I’d ridden the
boat after all – or at least taken Amangani up
on the offer of a bagged lunch.
Fortunately, you’re never far from good
food in Jackson, and one Lexus ride later, I
installed myself on the upstairs terrace at
the Snake River Grill – after a passing inspection of the stuffed buffalo out front – and
commenced to sate my mountain of hunger.
This is another thing I love about this town:
You can get crispy pork shanks, Parmesantruffled potatoes, and a $180 bottle of Bourgogne blanc without getting gussied up. At
the table next to mine, a wiry man with a

MARK GOCKE
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handlebar mustache wore a white cowboy
hat and a bolo tie, while the couple next to
him was decked out in Patagonia. Harrison
Ford and Sandra Bullock both own homes
nearby, but I wondered if, should they happen in for a bite, I’d recognize either in their
fleeces and flannels. When my waiter inquired about my day, I mentioned Lake Solitude. “Hell of a beautiful spot,” he replied, a
hint of wistfulness in his voice.
In a place as physically arresting as the
Tetons, you never want for a captivating moment or a beguiling view.
Day two dawned drizzly and gray, but unlike in, say, Arkansas or Indianapolis, where
a rainy day might mean flat-out boredom,
the dramatic weather brought the Tetons to
life. From the sitting room of my suite, overlooking a runway-size infinity pool, which
in turn commanded a view over a vast meadow dotted with hot springs, I watched heavy
clouds twist themselves around fierce,
dark peaks and a stiff wind whip tendrils of
fog through crenulated alpine valleys. But
weather moves fast in the mountains, and
by 10 am the sun was shining and I was ready
for another hike, in spite of the still-unsettled swirl of clouds. What better day for a
hike to Death Canyon?
The walk unfolded much like the previous
day, with frigid alpine lakes and pale panels
of granite everywhere. I brought a bagged
lunch this time, but by midday, a raspy gale
had blown away the sun and wrapped the
surrounding peaks in gauzy cloud. No time
for eating as I pulled on my rain shell and
dashed back down the canyon, a fusillade
of thunder erupting overhead and globes of
rain pelting my back like tiny grenades.
With the rain, I immediately shifted from
run to sprint, squelching through rising puddles and bounding over boulders. But then I
stopped. This was it, Jackson’s great appeal.
Few places are as culturally vibrant as this
one – with exquisite cuisine, luxury spas, and
a nationally recognized arts scene – while
still remaining so elementally raw. I stood
with the rain slapping at my back and the
whip-crack of lightning all around, drinking
in the honesty of the moment. Eventually, I
began the slow walk out. I was wet and waterlogged, but that was nothing a cashmere
throw, a stem or two of Burgundy, and a fatspeckled elk sirloin wouldn’t fix.
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Villa
Vacations
Live out your dream of
experiencing Italy like a local.
BY WILLIAM KISSEL

A
La dolce vita: Classic
Vacations’ Villa Araceli
on Italy’s Amalfi Coast.

54

trilogy of Mozart

symphonies wafted
into the room the
moment I opened the
glass doors of my own private
vacation villa in Italy’s famed
Montalcino wine region, just a
few miles south of Siena. The
villa manager, who welcomed
me and my traveling companions to the property, explained
that the glorious sound was
emanating from the sangiovese
vineyards of nearby Paradiso di
Frassina, whose scholarly owner, Carlo Cignozzi, has since

1999 been testing his theory
that music speeds the vines’
growth and can enhance the
grapes’ quality.
Much to the delight of the
surrounding home owners (and
villa renters like us), Cignozzi
installed 48 Bose speakers
over three acres of grapevines
growing on his property, from
which Mozart arias serenade
what he calls “the most pampered vineyard in the world.”
He only released his first vintage of the wine produced from
these grapes last year, so it is

too soon to tell how time will
affect Frassina’s locally produced Brunello di Montalcino,
the area’s most famous export,
which many here call “the nectar of the gods.” But whenever
I have a great glass of Brunello
in hand and hear the celestial
music of Mozart playing in the
background, my thoughts return to that glorious weeklong
stay in Italy.
Italy dominates Virtuoso Life’s
Travel Dreams Survey results,
from the top architectural cities
to gourmet destinations, wine
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Blissful

We invite you to indulge. To stand at the rail in quiet awe of calving glaciers and
blazing sunsets. To savor the simplicities of fruit and the complexities of wine; to breathe
the sweet air of midnight at the equator; to surrender to an afternoon’s spa. We invite
you to make all five senses thankful at once. We invite you, and we are at your service.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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WHAT MATTERS
regions, and more, so it’s understandable
why renting a private villa there ranks as
one of the top trips of a lifetime – a sort of
Under the Tuscan Sun fantasy come true.
I first rented a villa with a close circle of
friends so that we could experience the country from a different and leisurely, more local
vantage point. Rather than waffle over which
tours to take, what restaurants to try, where
to shop, and what sights to see, we wanted the
freedom and flexibility to do all of the above
or nothing at all, depending on the mood of
the day. Best of all, the day’s activities – even
those performed while lounging by the pool
– didn’t have to end with drinking expensive
cocktails in a lobby bar but, rather, could extend late into the night in our own private
living room overlooking the vineyards and
olive trees below.
As aficionados of Italian wines, particularly the rich Brunellos and Barolos produced
in the Montalcino and Montepulciano regions of Tuscany, we all desired a villa rental
in a location that allowed us to easily sample
many of the myriad local varietals. Arriving
after a 90-minute drive from Florence on a
labyrinth of small, winding roads, we agreed
that the beautiful hilltop villa we’d selected
was the perfect choice.

Fantastic fountains at this
Villas of Distinction rental.

Escape to Italy

Your travel advisor can find the perfect villa for your next vacation. Here’s an overview.
WHO: Homes Away
WHAT & WHERE: 40 villas
in Tuscany, Umbria, and the
Amalfi Coast. The company
also has access to hundreds
more on demand.
NUMBER OF GUESTS:
From 2 to 26.
AMENITIES: Prearrival trip
planning and shopping service,
daily housekeeping, pool, air
conditioning, and Internet
access. Private chefs, cooking
classes, truffle-hunting outings,
and private winery tours are
available for an additional cost.
RATES: Weekly rentals from
$7,500 to $55,000.
WHO: Il Borro
WHAT & WHERE: An estate
property close to the town
of Arezzo in Tuscany that
includes a 10-bedroom villa,
a 5-bedroom villa, and 27
2- to 4-bedroom apartments.
NUMBER OF GUESTS: From
1 to 50-plus.
AMENITIES: Both villas have
a garden, pool, and sauna, as
well as air conditioning and
Internet access. Optional activities include horseback riding,
tennis, golf, and cooking and
archery classes.
RATES: Apartment rentals
from $400 per night; villas from
$2,000 to $8,500 per night.
WHO: Classic Vacations
WHAT & WHERE: More than
50 villas in Tuscany and 15
more on the Amalfi Coast.
NUMBER OF GUESTS: From
2 to 24. The company can also
book multiple villas within an
estate to accommodate up to
64 guests.
AMENITIES: Most villas come
with pools and maid service;
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Il Borro’s
manicured gardens.

excursions cost extra.
RATES: Weekly rentals from
$750 to $53,000.
WHO: The Best in Italy
WHAT & WHERE: 80 properties throughout the country;
each property has between
3 and 15 bedrooms.
NUMBER OF GUESTS: From
2 to 24-plus.
AMENITIES: All properties
come equipped with swimming
pools; some also feature tennis
courts and fitness rooms. Staff
is provided at each property,
with babysitting and driver services, guides, and wine experts
available for an additional cost.
RATES: Weekly rentals from
$10,000 to $50,000.
WHO: Villas of Distinction
WHAT & WHERE: 2,000 villas
in Tuscany, Umbria, Lazio, the
Lakes region, and the Amalfi
Coast. Villas range from 1 to
17 bedrooms.
NUMBER OF GUESTS: From
2 to 24-plus.
AMENITIES: Most villas

come with maid service, some
with cooks (cost of food not
included). Additional options
include private chefs, cooking
classes, bicycle use, and local
tour guides.
RATES: Weekly rentals from
$3,500 to $30,000.
WHO: A Season Away
WHAT & WHERE: 40 villas
and apartments in Tuscany
(Florence, Lucca, Chianti, and
Cortona) and the Lakes region
for true extended stays.
NUMBER OF GUESTS: From
2 to 18.
AMENITIES: Most properties
have a pool, frequent housekeeping, and air conditioning; all have Internet access.
Prearrival shopping service is
included; chefs, nannies, and
excursions such as private
shopping, artisan visits, winetastings, classes in cooking and
painting, and language immersion are extra.
RATES: Weekly rentals from
$7,500 to $30,000, based on
stays of three weeks or longer.

VIRTUOSO LIFE

MAT_JUL_RFP.indd 56

6/8/09 5:24:43 PM

Our two-story stone villa was down a
narrow gravel road, just off Via Francigena –
which was once a medieval pilgrimage route
from Florence to Rome – and was built in the
thirteenth century as part of a small village.
Inside were three bedroom suites, each with
its own separate bath; a spacious kitchen;
a living room and separate dining room,
each decorated in an exuberant yet eclectic
Florentine manner; several outdoor stone
patios; and a private pool. The home overlooking the valley below also had a beautiful
rose garden, a separate vegetable garden,
and a fire pit with teak seating for cozying
up. Our accommodations came with daily
maid service and the option of hiring, for
a separate fee, a private chef. Since food is
such an integral part of the Italian experience, my guests and I opted for the personal
chef (we only knew him as Carlo). He even
graciously treated us to a few impromptu
cooking classes – gnocchi with sage, rosemary-infused wild boar, and almond lemon
cake – during the course of the week.
Most days our group spent the better

part of the afternoon visiting the various
vineyards in the area, including Paradiso
di Frassina, Caprili, Manfredi, and Frescobaldi, all of which we made appointments to
visit in advance. Most villa rentals, including
ours, provide a complimentary concierge
service to help plan daily activities such as
hot air ballooning, shopping, and visits to
the workshops of local artisans. Our concierge made winery appointments and arranged a few nearby excursions, including a
tour of Siena (home of the famed Palio horse
race) and a trip to Montalcino’s Sant’Antimo
Abbey, where we were lucky to hear the Gregorian monks’ chants from a front-row pew.
Regardless of how we idled away the days
– and we passed plenty of them just lounging around the grounds of the villa – every
evening was spent enjoying the great meals
Carlo had prepared for us. Later, around the
fire, we laughed and reviewed the day while
listening to the hushed sounds of Mozart
coming from the valley below. The vineyards weren’t alone in feeling pampered
that week.

Turrets and towers:
A Homes Away villa.
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Guilt-Free Galápagos
It’s your numberone spot to see
nature. Here’s how
to tread lightly.
By COSTAS CHRIST

58

S

ome places are so unique, so im-

portant to human history, so wild and
beautiful, that we dream about traveling there to experience them ourselves.
In that sense, going to the Galápagos is not just a
holiday, but rather a lifetime pilgrimage for many

travelers eager to witness a place on our planet
where nature is still innocent – birds have no reason to fly away when you approach them on foot, the
giant tortoises were around before airplanes were
invented and are still here today, ocean-swimming
iguanas calmly walk between your legs on their way

Roger Ressmeyer/Science Faction/Corbis

Furry friends: The ultimate
family vacation.
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EXTRAORDINARY AUSTRALIA
the experience of a lifetime

Voted Best Adventure Cruise and Best Small Ship –
Cruise Passenger 2008

a path less traveled . . .
ORIO2264_FP_VirtrosoLife_rev.ind1 1
single_page_template.indd 1

(OZAD)ORIO2264

Unparalleled experiences in some of the most beautiful and scenic areas of Australia
await onboard the award winning Orion. From the pristine wilderness of Tasmania
and the natural wonders of the Great Barrier Reef to the iconic Sydney Harbour and
culinary delights of South Australia, this is expedition cruising at its finest. Orion is the
epitome of elegance with just 50 couples, cared for by an experienced crew of 75.
Savings of up to 15% are available on our 7 night voyages departing
in October and November 2010. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to start your adventure.
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to graze beneath the waves. The flora and fauna of the Galápagos are unlike anything else
on earth. Many birds, plants, and reptiles are
found only here. Those are just a few reasons
you chose this isolated archipelago as your
number-one place to connect with nature.
UNESCO named the Galápagos as its first
World Heritage site in 1978. Located some

Snorkeling with sea turtles.

Stealthy stingrays.
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600 miles west of mainland Ecuador, the
islands are one of a kind. And that is their
biggest problem.
Ever since young Darwin stepped ashore
there in 1835 and subsequently introduced
the revolutionary concept of evolution to
Western civilization (which was steeped in
the belief that the world had been created

in seven days), others have wanted to make
the journey to witness for themselves the
“evolutionary laboratory” that sparked a
transformation in thinking, redefining science and man’s own niche on the planet. In
the old days, it took months to get there by
ship. But with the advent of modern cruise
tourism and the installation of an airport on
Baltra Island, visiting the Galápagos went
mainstream. Between 1990 and 2006, the
number of days spent there by cruise passengers grew by more than 150 percent. Simultaneously, cruise ships grew in size, with
some carrying 2,000 passengers. Planes
brought in more visitors. The ensuing interisland traffic led to the introduction of invasive species that threaten the islands’ fragile
ecology, setting in motion a classic “love it to
death” scenario. Then, on June 26, 2007, the
Galápagos again topped the World Heritage
List – only this time, it was officially declared
a “World Heritage in Danger.”
In the effort to find the right balance (or
“carrying capacity,” as scientists call it) for
tourism in the islands, what happens over
the next five years will largely determine
the future survival of the multitude of endemic species found there. Ironically, without tourism in the first place, the natural
world of the Galápagos would have probably already disappeared. The military formerly used the remote, unpopulated islands
for bombing practice (leftover craters and
bullet holes still pockmark some of the
stunning rock formations). The rich waters
surrounding the Galápagos were once the
target of commercial long-liners eager to

A proud frigate.
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Experience

Mexico,
a destination that’s

Always in Style

Come to México for a one-of-a-kind vacation where you can relax on one of our many stunning
beaches, experience history at multiple archeological sites, or get back to nature at the unbeatable
wildlife preserves. Where else can you experience so much?
Explore one of the many colonial towns where people live as they have for centuries.
Shop for handicrafts, visit the historic pyramids, and stay in one of the many renovated haciendas
that house turn-of the-century charm with all modern amenities. The resort beach destinations,
the cultural sites, and the warmth of the people invite you to discover México again.
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harvest the abundant fishery – so rich are
the seas that it really is like “shooting fish
in a barrel.” And goats – those cute domestic
creatures that are also the death of nature
because they strip the landscape bare of
native vegetation – would have continued
to be introduced by settlers from the mainland. It was tourism – and its massive economic potential (think limited-supply, oneof-a-kind islands and a huge market demand
to visit them) – that arguably justified the
Galápagos’ protection in a largely poor, developing country. Until, that is, unregulated
tourism itself became a serious threat.
So does this mean that if you have not
already been there, it is too late to experience this natural world order? Certainly
not. I made my first trip to the Galápagos
two years ago, and it was one of the most
fascinating, meaningful, and enjoyable
trips I have ever taken (snorkeling among
penguins was a highlight). I am planning to
return. But how we travel there makes the
difference between whether we are contributing to the problem or ushering in the
solution. Call it the new “intelligent design”:
innovative travel companies committed to
sustainable tourism practices that are demonstrating how carefully planned and managed tourism can help save the Galápagos.
Go now – just go green.

Volcanic Isabela Island
is the Galápagos’ largest.

Green Galápagos

How to travel with tour operators that give back.
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Not many cruise companies can claim that a newly discovered species was
named after them, but Lindblad Expeditions’ Sven-Olof Lindblad can. A
previously unknown species of moth recently discovered in the islands was
named Undulabia Lindbladi in recognition of Lindblad’s long-term commitment to and support of conservation in the Galápagos, including raising
more than $4.5 million for projects and research. Set sail on the National
Geographic Endeavour for a ten-day cruise accompanied by five naturalists;
the ship is equipped with an underwater video camera and hydrophone for
watching and listening to undersea creatures. Departures: Multiple dates
through 2009; from $4,740.

islands on an 11-day cruise aboard the newly launched La Pinta luxury yacht.
Departures: Multiple dates through 2009; from $5,690.

Big Five Tours & Expeditions has partnered with Metropolitan Touring
to help fund the operation of the Galápagos’ only recycling center to deal
with the serious problem of solid waste removal from one of the world’s
most fragile ecosystems. To date, the Fabricio Valverde Environmental Park
on Santa Cruz has recycled more than a thousand tons of glass, plastic,
batteries, and other trash left behind by tourists and residents. Explore the

International Expeditions helped establish The International Ecotourism
Society back in 1990 as a way to promote responsible travel practices. It
continues to support global conservation efforts, including incentives for
guest donations to the Galápagos Conservancy. Ten-day voyages appeal
to families with such activities as scavenger hunts and panga boat races.
Departures: Multiple dates through 2009; from $4,998.

Frans Lanting/TERRA/Corbis

Natural Habitat Adventures sums up its travel philosophy by quoting
Einstein: “Look deeply into nature, and then you will understand everything
better.” The 83-foot, 20-person-maximum expedition ship it uses for Galápagos tours is “Smart Voyager” certified by the Rainforest Alliance for best
environmental practices that “leave no trace.” Kayak and snorkel among sea
lions, whales, and dolphins on an 11-day voyage. Departures: Multiple dates
through 2009; from $4,695.
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A WORLD OF POSSIBILITIES

Exceptional experiences are easily realized, with a GOGO Worldwide Vacation. These hand-selected vacation packages in some of the
most sought-after destinations are brimming with complimentary amenities. So, go on. Discover the vacation you have always dreamed of.

CHINA

Beijing & Hong Kong

TAHITI

FROM

$1399*

INCLUDES 3 nights, Raffles Beijing Hotel, 5-star
accommodations & 3 nights, InterContinental Hong
Kong, 5-star accommodations. FEATURES breakfast
daily at Raffles Beijing Hotel & Great Wall & Ming
Tombs Tour. EXCLUSIVE guaranteed room upgrade
at InterContinental Hong Kong.

Moorea & Bora Bora

AUSTRALIA

FROM

$1975*

INCLUDES 3 nights in a lagoon bungalow, Moorea
Pearl Resort & Spa, 4-star accommodations & 5 nights
in a overwater bungalow, Bora Bora Lagoon Resort
& Spa, 4-star accommodations. FEATURES American
breakfast for two daily at Moorea Pearl Resort &
Spa, Moorea Snorkeling Safari & 1 full day of shark
watching at Bora Bora Lagoon Resort & Spa.
EXCLUSIVE 3 free nights.

Lizard Island & Sydney

FROM

$2945*

INCLUDES 3 nights, Voyages Lizard Island Resort,
5-star accommodations & 5 nights in Sydney,
The Observatory Hotel, 5-star accommodations &
hotel transfers. FEATURES full board, including
breakfast, lunch & dinner daily at Voyages Lizard
Island Resort & Sydney Highlights & Bondi Tour.
EXCLUSIVE 5th night free at The Observatory Hotel.

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
*Conditions Apply: Prices do not include airfare. Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations. Packages do not include meals unless otherwise indicated.
Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Availability is limited. Prices are subject to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the full price paid
depending on the package and when it is cancelled. Australia valid for travel thru 3/31/10. China valid for travel thru 2/28/10. Bora Bora & Moorea valid for travel 11/1-12/25/09. CST#2007207-30 ADV#147 SS 5/09
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The Quiet Side
of Venice
Slow down and rediscover a city that
wins your vote as a romantic destination.
BY MICHAEL WEBB

Allure for the ages, from
left: An installation at
the 2008 Biennale of
Architecture and the
entrance to the Porta
Magna at the Arsenale.
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Y

ou could walk the length of Venice from the railroad station to the Giardini

in an hour, but only by burying your head in a map to avoid getting lost, missing the opportunity to savor the colors, textures, and details along the way. Like the paintings of its golden age,
this city is all about gorgeous surfaces, from the richly ornamented facades of palaces along the
Grand Canal to the soft tones of crumbling stucco bathed in watery light. Founded by refugees of barbarian invasions as early as the fifth century, Venice raised itself from a scatter of marshy islands
to become – for a few centuries – the richest city in Europe. It declined gracefully and was spared
destruction, preserving the successive layers of its history, which has almost no architectural intrusions from the last century. It would take weeks to explore all the landmarks and years to master

(BIEnNALE) Luke Hayes/VIEW/AGEFOTOSTOCK, (ARSENALE) Mel Longhurst/AGEFOTOSTOCK
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eye on valencia
Direct flights from NY starting June 2009!

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Head to Valencia, Spain to experience La Lonja de la Seda
“The Silk Exchange Building” designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
Scenic beaches, a vibrant art scene, culinary achievements and
a hopping nightlife round out this city’s assets.
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chauffeured transfer service
in ad
more
than 480 cities worldwide.
n

Full coverage of the Italian territory

n

A fleet of Mercedes E and S Class sedans,
Viano minivan, Sprinter van and more

n

A vast pool of professional multilingual
licensed guides and tour escorts

Mercedes E Class or similar
Euro 82.00

Mercedes Viano or similar
Euro 109.00
These promotional rates are available on the
following transfers if reserved by August 31, 2009:
Milan Linate Airport > City Center; Rome Airports >
City Center; Florence Airport > City Center;
Naples Airport > City Center or Port and vice versa.
Conditions may apply. Please provide
PROMO CODE: C09LTO

For reservations, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor and provide the Promo Code.
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the bewildering maze of alleys and side
canals. Better to focus on one district at
a time: A good first choice would be Castello, named for a now-vanished castle at
the southern tip of the main island. That
puts you on the doorstep of one of the
city’s most exciting arts events: the Venice Biennale of Art, which opened in June
and runs through November 22.
The tourist tide that engulfs the Piazza
San Marco ebbs at the boundary of Castello.
Its quiet beauty and calm make up for its
lack of celebrated landmarks, though the
spectacle and crowds are just minutes away,
on foot or by vaporetto. The logical place to
start is the Arsenale, a sprawling shipyard
that once sustained the city’s maritime
power. A menagerie of stone lions guards its
water gate, and its brick towers are encrusted with heraldic blazons.
The Italian naval authorities cling to
this former strategic base, but during the
Biennale they allow the public to wander
through its decaying brick halls and beside
its tranquil waterways. Along the quay, the
Naval Museum is crammed with models of

66
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Get lost in the Castello district.
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the warships and pleasure boats that were
built here.
Five minutes southeast lie the Giardini,
in which about 30 countries mount exhibitions for the Biennale. It’s worth wandering
around, even when nothing is on show, to
admire the eclectic pavilions created over
the past hundred years.
Around the corner from the Arsenale
you’ll find one of the city’s best restaurants: Trattoria Corte Sconta (Calle del
Pestrin 3886; 39-041/522-7024), which
specializes in seafood and offers a lavish
antipasto of shellfish in a tavernlike interior or a patio across the street. Other
good choices on neighboring blocks include the Trattoria da Remigio (Salizada
dei Greci 3416; 39-041/523-0089), where
locals go for the gnocchi alla Gorgonzola,
and Al Covo (Campiello della Pescaria
3698; 39-041/522-3812), which prepares
pasta and local fish inventively. There are
too few good eateries in Venice to satisfy
the demand, so prices are high and it’s
essential to make reservations well in advance. Even the bars serving cicchetti (the

Felix Gonzalez-Torres’
work in licorice at the
last Biennale of Art.

GREAVES TOURS’ comprehensive
collection of bespoke itineraries
and specialty small-group programs
within the Indian Subcontinent
have been developed and refined
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Where to rest your head, canalside.
Reserve a room facing out over
the water at the 32-room Hotel
Londra Palace for a panoramic
view and a welcome sense of
openness. Tchaikovsky wrote
his fourth symphony here; you,
too, may feel inspired. Period
furnishings and pink marble
bathrooms provide a high standard of comfort that complements the caring service,
and the airport shuttle stops
outside. Doubles from $320,
including breakfast.
An ideal address on the Grand
Canal is the 91-room Hotel Gritti
Palace, which was built for a
doge in 1525. Its discreet facade
barely hints at the sumptuous interiors, which are furnished with

antiques – the service, however,
is right up to the minute. Doubles
from $720, including breakfast and
a $75 lunch credit.
In contrast to waterfront palaces, the 98-room Hotel
Cipriani and Palazzo Vendramin – located at the tip of
Giudecca, across the water

from Castello – feels like a
rambling country house, with
gardens, a pool, and a tennis
court. Choose from rooms
with garden, canal, or plaza
views, enjoy the restaurant, and
take the private launch to San
Marco. Doubles from $1,120,
including breakfast and a $100
food or spa credit.

Contact your Travel Advisor for
more information and to receive a
Greaves Tours brochure.

Bringing you the best of

TM

Sitting pretty in
a suite at the Gritti.
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and palaces, meet with interesting
authors and artists, attend fashion
shows or weddings, create special
events such as a Bollywood night
or cricket match...the possibilities
are endless. Let Greaves’ extensive
connections reward you with a
lifetime of treasured memories.
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Please ask your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor how to receive
free airfare to Egypt.
Exclusively Yours, Egypt!
Escorted by your own
private Egyptologist.
9 days land from $5,995

traditional snacks) can be full to overflowing every night of the week.
To the north, the Scuola di San Giorgio
degli Schiavoni was a religious foundation
that commissioned artist Vittore Carpaccio to depict the life of its patron saint.
Saint George slays a rather unimpressive
dragon and does other good works in paintings that are as fresh and engaging as when
they were created, almost 500 years ago. Lions and lap dogs keep company with saints
and gondoliers, for this artist was able to
make miracles seem like everyday events
in the life of the city. A few streets on, in
the former monastery of Saint Apollonia,
you’ll find a tranquil thirteenth-century
Romanesque cloister, the only one to survive in this overwhelmingly Gothic city.
Another quiet oasis is the Biblioteca
Querini Stampalia, a Renaissance palace
bequeathed to the city as a public library by its
noble owner. You enter via a wooden bridge
across a canal and discover that the ground
floor and garden have been transformed into a
geometrical artwork by Carlo Scarpa, a Venetian architect of the postwar era.
If this exposure to Venice’s history makes
you long for a memento, stop in at Paolo
Brandolisio’s workshop (Calle Corte Rota
4725; 39-041/522-4155). One of the last artisans to make forcole – sinuous fruitwood
oarlocks for gondolas – he will carve and
ship one for you. At Acqua Alta, a charming nearby bookshop, manager Luigi Frizzo
will help you choose a historic print or

an English-language book about the city
(Calle Lunga Santa Maria Formosa 5176; 39041/296-0841).
By now, your feet may feel as worn as the
ancient stones. A good place to pause is the
Campo SS Giovanni e Paolo, with its imposing church and the grandest of the city’s
equestrian statues. Here you can linger at an
outdoor café over a glass of Prosecco, watching children play and their elders gossip in
what is still the main square of a neighborhood. Little, besides the style of dress, has
changed since the time of Carpaccio.

Detail from the fifteenthcentury SS Giovanni e Paolo.

(DETAIL) MICHAEL WEBB, (NAVAL MUSEUM) CHArISTooNE-pHoTo/ALAMy
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Stories From

EUROPE
Normandy’s historic shores still bear witness to unforgettable moments.

he Mitchells originally planned to pursue their own interests in Normandy. Bruce, a history buff,
wanted to see the memorials, while Sylvia could not wait to taste the local cheese and cider. But the
romance of their river cruise changed their minds immediately. While gazing at quaint French towns along
the Seine, each pledged to spend every moment of their vacation together. Here, the Mitchells discovered
that their favorite traditions were the ones they shared. Every journey tells a story. What will yours be?

Save up to $1,000
per stateroom on 2010
Globus River Cruises.*

new! Paris to Normandy’s
Landing Beaches
8 days from $2,049 land only;
air-inclusive pricing available
SEVEN-NIGHT SEINE CRUISE

new! Castles on the Rhine

to the City of Music

13 days from $3,459 land only;
air-inclusive pricing available
ZURICH, TEN-NIGHT RHINE, MAIN,
DANUBE CRUISE, VIENNA

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to help
bring your dreams of river cruising to life.
*Book a select 2010 Europe Globus or Avalon River Cruise air-inclusive vacation to receive the $500 off per person offer. Select Europe Cruise-only bookings are eligible for the $250 off per person offer. Book a 2010 Globus or
Avalon A Taste of the Danube, Egypt, China or Galapagos River Cruise air-inclusive vacation to receive the $300 off per person offer. A Taste of the Danube, Egypt, China or Galapagos cruise-only bookings are eligible for the
$150 off per person offer. Must be made, under deposit, and discount applied between March 25 and September 1, 2009 for travel through December 31, 2010. Offers not valid with one-another or any other offer other than
Journeys Club member benefit. Applies to new 2010 bookings only, and offer will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. Offer reliant on space availability. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Spectacular Spain

Private Luxury in Southern Spain

Your 9-day trip with Globus begins in Madrid, Spain’s
capital, and includes Granada, Torremolinos and Seville.

Let Heritage Tours Private Travel take you on a 10-day
culturally rich and authentic journey through Southern Spain.   

• Tour Madrid’s Prado Museum with a local guide

• Private sunset tour of Granada’s Albaicin quarter with

• Visit Toledo’s 13th-century gothic Church of Santo Tomé
with one of El Greco’s most famous paintings

a resident; wine and tapas included
• Private tours of the legendary Alhambra, picturesque

Cordoba and colorful Seville

• Explore Granada’s Alhambra complex and Water Gardens
of the Generalife

• Visit historic Ronda and the renowned White Villages

• Walk Seville and see the medieval Jewish quarter
and the cathedral with Columbus’ Tomb.

• Enjoy Spain’s most atmospheric hotels and private
transport throughout

Virtuoso fares starting at $1,579

Virtuoso fares starting at $2,790

Price is per person, based on two people.
Land only; air-inclusive pricing available.

Price is per person, based on two people.
Offer valid from May 1 through December 2009.

spain_VLjuly09_left_page.indd 1
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Where avant-garde
is now a classic.

www.spain.info
For more information, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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All-inclusive luxury. Unlimited value.
Compliments of Silversea.
• Up to 50% Savings
• Free Air & Transfers
• $1,000 Onboard Credit, per couple

Spacious ocean-view suites with private verandas, complimentary
fine wines and spirits, and fares that include all onboard gratuities.
A Silversea voyage has always been an exceptional experience. And
now for a limited period only, the experience is unsurpassed and on
selected voyages receive up to 50% savings, free airfare or a $1,000
shipboard credit to spend as you wish. Has there ever been a better
time to sail with Silversea?

To reserve your ocean-view suite,
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Offers valid on new bookings made between now and July 31, 2009 only. Bookings that are cancelled and re-booked do not qualify. Offers may be withdrawn or modified
at any time without notice. All three offers may not be available on all voyages. FREE air offer is from select Canadian and U.S. gateways only. Other restrictions may apply.
Contact Silversea or visit Silversea.com/EnticingOffers for full terms and conditions. Ships’ registry: Bahamas.
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YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS

We’ve Got Them
Covered

GIOVANNI SIMEONE/SIME

The results of our annual Travel Dreams Survey,
plus stories on the destinations you want
and trips your Virtuoso advisor can book now.

Three years, three surveys,
more than 36,000 inspired responses.
This year, Virtuoso Life readers have once again shared their travel
dreams with us – 14,072 of you, to be exact. The 2009 Travel Dreams
Survey revealed that while you still love touring Tuscany’s wine country
and spying on elephants in Zimbabwe, there are new journeys on
your wish lists too – dining in San Francisco, exploring
the Caribbean with the family, and stalking moose at
Denali National Park, to name just a few.
Shipwreck
Beach, Zante
Island, Greece.

NEW

Look for places debuted on the survey this year.
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Turn to the following pages
for dream trip itineraries
that cover your top ten
spots. Each was created by
Virtuoso travel advisors
to showcase the best these
locales have to offer.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Italy page 82
Australia page 83
New Zealand page 84
South Africa page 85
Greece page 86

NEW

French Polynesia page 87
France page 88

NEW

Antarctica page 89
Egypt page 90
China page 92

The island
escapes you find
most alluring:

Mediterranean cruising sails
away with a number-one slot.

1. Greek Isles
Do it: Oceania, Seabourn,

and Regent Seven Seas
are among the cruise lines
that offer great deals the
Aegean this August through
October.

2. Hawaiian Islands
Read it: Get the scoop on
what to do in Honolulu now,
from best bets for dining to
shopping essentials.
Page 40

Hawaii still floats
families’ boats.

3. Galápagos Islands
4. French Polynesia
Read it: Take a yacht tour
through some of the most
stunning islands on earth.
Page 112

5. Fiji

Your most
enticing cruise
itineraries:

Your perfect
family vacation
destinations:

1. Mediterranean

1. Hawaiian Islands

Get $1,000 to $2,000
per couple in shipboard credit
on almost all Crystal Cruises’
Mediterranean sailings
through 2010. Page 38
Read it:

2. World cruise

NEW

3. Alaska
4. Australia and
New Zealand

5. European River
Tauck World
Discovery’s newest river
cruiser, the Swiss Jewel, debuts on the Danube. Page 38

Read it:

Lake Como: One of
many reasons you love Italy.

74

2. Caribbean
3. Italy

NEW

NEW

Do it: Abercrombie & Kent

caters to the whole clan
during a nine-day trip
through Rome, Florence,
and Venice, complete with
pizza making and Venetian
mask painting. Departures:
July 26 and August 2, 2009;
from $7,695.

4. Ireland
5. Colorado
Rockies

NEW

(LAKE COMO) GIOVANNI SIMEONE/SIME, (HAWAII) TOR JOHNSON/PHOTO RESOURCE HAWAII

The dream
destinations at
the top of your
wish list:
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The most
romantic places
to spend time
with someone
you love:
1. Paris
Perhaps the ultimate
romantic journey is a jaunt
from Venice to Paris (or the
reverse) aboard the Venice
Simplon-Orient-Express.
One night on the famed train
is bookended by stays at some
of these enchanting cities’
finest hotels. Departures:
Multiple dates through November 9, 2009; from $5,180.

DO it:

2. Venice
READ it: Explore the quieter
side of La Serenissima during this year’s Biennale of
Art. Page 64

3. Santorini
4. Florence

(ZIMBABWE) DOOK, (GALÁPAGOS) JOHN HUBA/ART + COMMERCE,
(YELLOWSTONE) ADAM JONES/VISUALS UNLIMITED, INC./ GETTY IMAGES, (PARIS) GRÄFENHAIN GÜNTER/SIME

5. Rome

NEW

For great outdoor adventures,
you would:

To connect
with nature, you’d
most like to see:

1. Go on safari

1. Tortoises in the

in Africa
READ it: Choose from ten unparalleled safari experiences,
such as canoeing among
hippos on the Zambezi River
and searching for mountain
gorillas in Uganda. Page 108

2. Take a walking

tour of Italy
dO it: Explore one of
Italy’s most storied
regions on Butterfield &
Robinson’s eight-day Amalfi
Coast walking trip.
Departure: September 6,
2009; from $9,295.

3. Sail the Caribbean
4. Explore

NEW

Yellowstone
National Park

NEW

5. Bike the French
countryside

Galápagos Islands
Find out how
tourism is helping to
preserve this Ecuadoran
Eden. Page 58
READ IT:

2. Elephants in

Zimbabwe
Canoe the Zambezi and spot the “big five”
on a safari through Zimbabwe and Zambia. Page 96

READ it:

Jumbo thrills
in Zimbabwe.

3. Birds in Costa Rica
Get a bird’s-eye
view of the jungle on a
zipline trip in Costa Rica.
Page 138

READ it:

4. Penguins in
Antarctica

5. Moose at

NEW

Denali National
Park and Preserve,
Alaska

Romantics gush
over Parisian
getaways.

Gung ho for the
Galápagos Islands.

Natural newcomer:
Yellowstone
National Park.
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1. New York City
Do it: A private three-day

NYC fashion-centric trip
from WorldPanache includes an insider’s look at a
designer’s workshop, guided
shopping for clothing and
accessories, and style advice
from a former Vogue editor.
From $5,300, including
accommodations.

2. Hong Kong

For stunning
city architecture,
you want to visit:

Wine regions you
want to toast –
in person:

1. Paris

1. Rome

1. Tuscany, Italy

2. Saint Petersburg,

2. Bordeaux, France

READ it: Take in Paris from

a base at the Hôtel Plaza
Athénée’s new Eiffel Suite,
complete with a Maserati
for transport to the city’s
best restaurants. Page 37

2. Rome
3. Florence
4. San Francisco

NEW

READ it: Slip into a booth at

4. Milan

RN74, Michael Mina’s new
restaurant in the City by
the Bay, for modern, simple
French fare. Page 30

5. London

5. New Orleans

3. Paris

Does this dress make
me look well traveled?
You want to shop in NYC.

Kilauea erupts on
Hawaii’s Big Island.

76

Gourmet cities
where you’d
linger over meals:

NEW

Russia
Do it: Go inside the workshops of Catherine Palace
to see how the famed Amber
Room was painstakingly
reproduced; Exeter International offers an eight-day
private trip through Moscow and Saint Petersburg.
Departures: Any day through
2009; from $5,025.

Do it: Pedal from one
grand château to the next,
with plenty of stops for
tasting on Backroads’ sixday Bordeaux biking trip.
Departures: August 2 and
September 13 and 20, 2009;
from $4,898.

3. Barcelona

4. Loire Valley,

4. Prague
5. Florence

3. Napa Valley,
California
France

5. Champagne,
France

Parisian dining
takes the cake.

(SHOPPING) STUART SHINING/ART + COMMERCE, (PARIS) WILLIAM ABRANOWICZ/ART + COMMERCE

Shopping cities
that tempt you
to reach for
your wallets:
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Rome wasn’t built
in a day; you want to
see the end result.

The educational
vacations that
expand your
horizons:
1. Cooking school
Do it: Spend seven days

learning to cook in southwestern France through
In Quest of the Classics.
Peruse farmers’ markets
for produce, meet a local
Michelin-starred chef for
a cooking demonstration,
and whip up an authentic
cassoulet. Departures: Any
day through 2009; from
$3,300 per person for a
group of eight, including accommodations, some meals,
and cooking lessons.

2. Archaeological
exploration

3. Historical

pilgrimage

4. Foreign language
immersion

(ROME) GIOVANNI SIMEONE/SIME, (COOKING SCHOOL) SIME,
(VINEYARDS) FANTUZ OLIMPIO/SIME.

Learning to slice and
dice tops your list.

5. Photography
instruction

Heard it through the
grapevine: Tuscany
is your pick for wine.

Your
ultimate trips
of a lifetime:
1. Setting sail for
a world cruise

READ it: Book a trip on a one-

of-a-kind world cruise that
never has to end. Page 144

2. Spreading out in

a European villa
with family and
friends
READ it: Discover the joys
of vacationing in an Italian
home away from home.
Page 54

3. Sailing the
	Mediterranean on
a private yacht
DO it: Charter broker
Yachtstore does it all,
from $10,000 bareboat
sailing charters to $1 million megayacht getaways
with private chefs and
Bond-worthy digs around
the world.
4. Photographing

the “big five” on
an African safari

5. Renting a

private island

READ it: Rent David Cop-

perfield’s private island, and
the magic is free. Page 27

6. Seeing the

pyramids of Egypt

7. Chartering

a private jet

8. Tracing the

ancient trade
routes of Asia
DO it: Join TCS Expeditions’ 14-day exploration
of the ancient Silk Road
across Asia and Europe,
from the comfort of a private jet. Departure: April 20,
2010; from $29,950.

9. Blasting off

into suborbital
space on a Virgin
Galactic flight
READ it: See the debut of
Virgin Galactic’s WhiteKnightTwo mother ship at
EAA Airventure in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. Page 35

10. Cruising

Antarctica

World cruising
through Hong Kong.
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Top Trips, in Your Own Words

We asked about your most memorable travels – and you answered. These highlights show that no
matter where you went, travel is not just about the destination, but the memories made along the way.
EDITed by Jill Becker

“Visiting the cemetery
in Normandy where
my uncle, after whom
I’m named, is buried.
He died as a U.S. soldier/chaplain in WWII,
and I became a rabbi
in his memory.”

You Can’t Pick Just One
“Each trip has been memorable
for a different reason. Arriving at
the gates of the Taj Mahal, cruising the Yangtze River, driving
through Saint Petersburg, the
night markets in Hong Kong …
where do I start?”

HELPING
HAND
“Volunteering
at a Tanzanian
orphanage. I left
knowing I had
done something
extraordinary and
life-changing.”

WHALE OF A TIME
“My husband and I went to Antarctica on a Russian research
vessel. En route, we saw a pod of orcas circling a pod of humpbacks. I have a photo in which you can literally count the barnacles on the whale’s tail.”
78

HE SHOOTS,
HE SCORES
“I played elephant polo in
Jaipur and scored the winning goal for our team!”

GREEK
MIRACLES
“On the island of Tínos in
Greece, we saw people
drop to their hands and
knees and crawl up a hill to
the Church of the Virgin
Mary, where they prayed
for loved ones who were ill,
asking for a miracle cure.”

(SAINT PETERSBURG) Catherine Karnow/Corbis,
(POLO) JOHN MOORE/GETTY IMAGES, (olives) Jan Bengtsson/CORBIS

FITTING
TRIBUTE
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GO FOR
THE GOLD
“Seeing Michael Phelps win
a gold at the 2008 Olympics
in Beijing.”

AN OFFER SHE
COULDN’T REFUSE
“My first trip to Morocco,
where I met my husband.
Hands down, his was the best
pickup line ever: ‘How many
camels for you?’ We haven’t
looked back since.”
JUST WHEN YOU
THOUGHT IT WAS SAFE ...
“A night dive off Grand
Cayman. It was right after the
movie Jaws.”

FOODIE’S
FAVORITE
“We went truffle hunting, saw pasta
being made, saw olive oil pressed,
went to a cheese cooperative, ate the
products of Tuscany. Every day was
a total food experience.”

By the Numbers
43

1

Respondents who felt the need to write
about their trips of a lifetime IN ALL CAPS.
Percent margin that Alaska beat out Hawaii to
become the most-mentioned U.S. destination.

54

Percentage of you whose favorite type
of travel is a cruise.

66

Percentage of respondents who want
to be beach-bound on vacation.

6

Number of you who mentioned successfully
spotting the “big five” on an African safari.

5

Respondents who said their top trip was a
coming-of-age backpack through Europe.

7

Percentage who told us about traveling for a
special occasion such as a birthday or anniversary.

1

Number of respondents who cited “wild sex”
in their answers.

49
5

Percentage of you who said travel is the best way
to spend time with friends and loved ones.
Number of you who said you actually
enjoy traveling with your mother-in-law.
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Suite DreamS
the St. regis New York, the city’s most cherished address, where magnificent guest rooms and suites set a gilded
stage for the St. regis Butler, heir to a hundred-year legacy of excellence, commitment and flawless precision.
a beloved landmark, forever at the intersection of timeless tradition and innovation, where epicurean delight
achieves new heights at adour alain Ducasse, one of manhattan’s most celebrated culinary destinations.
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OJO Images Photography/VEER

TRAVEL ADVISOR ITINERARIES FOR YOUR

You dream� They deliver:
Virtuoso travel advisors created singular itineraries for your
top 10 destinations in our Travel Dreams Survey. From Antarctica to
Africa to Europe and beyond� the journeys are on. EDITED BY Margaret Loftus
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Discover Italy’s unrivaled style on IC Bellagio’s 11-day trip. In the

heart of Venice, travelers enjoy stunning views of the lagoon at the regal 32-room
Hotel Londra Palace, where Tchaikovsky, a guest in 1877, was inspired to compose his Fourth Symphony. Meander through beautifully preserved medieval hill
towns in Petrignano in the Umbrian countryside and tour ancient Orvieto, with its
volcanic-stone architecture, before spending three days in Florence at the 12-suite
Palazzo Magnani Feroni Hotel, an elegant base from which to explore the great
masterpieces in the Uffizi, Duomo, and Boboli Gardens and, of course, Michelangelo’s David. Departures: Any day through 2009; from $10,356 for two.
– Created by Anthony and Kristy Adler of Cruise and Resort, Inc.

The highlight: Venetian Maria Grazia leads an outing to the Rialto Market to
choose ingredients for a cooking class at her home, where you’ll prepare local specialties, with breaks for cicchetti, the tapas-like snacks beloved by Venetians.

1

ITALY

Venice

Petrignano

Clockwise from top: The Duomo at dawn,
Hotel Londra Palace, and pumpkin ravioli.

Days One – THREE

Venice – gondola ride,
sightseeing, cooking class
Days FOUR –SEVEN

Petrignano – explore
Petrignano, Perugia,
Assisi, Todi, and Deruta
Days EIGHT – Eleven

Florence – tour
Orvieto and Florence

82

(FLORENCE) 4Corners/Irek/SIME/eStock Photo, (RAVIOLI) RIPANI MASSIMO/SIME,
(HOTEL LONDRA PALACE) Scatà Stefano/SIME, (ULURU) John Gollings/Arcaid/Corbis, (MAP TEXTUREs) GETTY IMAGES

Florence
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2

AUSTRALIA

From the lush Hunter Valley, where a horse-drawn carriage ferries tasters

among wineries to sample the region’s acclaimed sémillons, to cattle mustering amid boab trees in
the Northern Territory, Swain Tours’ ten-day trip captures the essence of Australia. Explore Sydney
from the impeccably restored 509-room InterContinental Sydney, formerly the city’s landmark treasury building, with its panoramic view of the harbor, the Sydney Opera House, and Royal Botanic
Gardens, then fly to the Red Center for a sunset look at Uluru, a UNESCO World Heritage site held
sacred by the Aboriginal people. Departures: Multiple dates through March 31, 2010; from $8,495.
– Created by Bonnie Humble of Humble Travel Service, Ltd.

The highlight: Styled after South African safari camps, Longitude 131° has 15 tents on the edge of
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, where the rusty peaks of the “rock” are always in view.

Bullo River
Station

Uluru
Hunter
Valley
Sydney

Days One – TWO

Hunter Valley – winetasting via
horse-drawn carriage
Days THREE – FOUR

Sydney – private city tour, motor
yacht cruise
Days FIVE – SIX

Uluru – sunrise walk at Uluru,
dinner under the stars
Days SEVEN – TEN

Northern Territory – fishing,
birdwatching, cattle mustering,
horseback riding

Seeing red: Uluru, the heart of Australia.
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3

NEW ZEALAND

Find greener pastures in the Bay of Islands.

Bay of
Islands
Day One

Auckland –
sightseeing
Days TWO – THREE

Queenstown –
cable car ride
to Bob’s Peak,
helicopter flight
to Milford Sound
Day Four

Glenorchy – Dart
River jet boating
Day FIVE

Taupo – explore
Huka Falls
Day SIX

Rotorua – helicopter flight to
White Island

84

Auckland
Rotorua

Day SEVEN

Bay of Islands –
explore historic
Waitangi grounds

Taupo

Day EIGHT

Auckland –
yachting

nature New Zealand style on this
family vacation. The eight-day journey with Seasonz Travel features a
helicopter ride from Queenstown,
taking you above the Southern Alps’
alpine lakes to Milford Sound, where
you’ll enjoy cheese and Champagne
at a secret wilderness spot. Travelers
zip across the Dart River on a jet boat
in the shadow of snowcapped peaks
and crashing waterfalls, and rest up
at 20-room Huka Lodge in Taupo,
renowned for its royal service –
Her Majesty stays here when she’s
visiting – and tranquil setting on the
banks of the Waikato River. Departures: Any day through October 31, 2009;
from $24,075 for two.
– Created by Ken Neibaur of
Cardoza Travel Services

Glenorchy

Queenstown

The highlight: Join a professional
sailing crew in Auckland’s Waitemata
Harbour for an outing on an America’s
Cup racing yacht. Take the helm, trim
the sails, or just soak up views of the
City of Sails aboard the sleek 78-foot
sloop, built for the 1995 competition in
San Diego.

(BAY OF ISLANDs) Kim Christensen/PHOTO NEW ZEALAND, (CAPE TOWN) Steve Vidler/eStock Photo,
(STELLENBOSCH) FArmin aber/Bon Appetit/Alamy, (MAP TEXTUREs) GETTY IMAGES

Pair high adventure with sig-
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Sabi Sands
Game Reserve
(Kruger
National Park)

Days ONE – THREE

Cape
Town

Stellenbosch

4

Cape Town –
cable car ride
up Table Mountain, driving tour
to Cape of
Good Hope
Nature Reserve

South Africa seduces travelers with its un-

spoiled savannas, majestic Table Mountain, and warm
hospitality. African Travel Inc.’s nine-day experience
kicks off with three days in Cape Town, then heads to
Stellenbosch for winetasting and game drives in Sabi
Sands Game Reserve. Participants rest up at some of
the country’s premier properties, such as the 70-room
Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, Cape Winelands’ 11-suite La Residence,

Days Four – FIVE

Stellenbosch –
Spier Wine
Estate’s wildlife
sanctuary, private winetasting
and estate visits

Days SIX – NINE

Sabi Sands
Game Reserve –
game drives

and Ulusaba’s new two-suite Cliff Lodge, an exclusive
oasis in the middle of a private game reserve. Departures: Any day October 1 through December 31, 2009;
from $10,350.  – Created by Barbara King of Great Getaways
The highlight: Pet and cuddle baby cheetahs at

Spier Wine Estate’s Cheetah Outreach in Stellenbosch,
which works to save the endangered cheetah through
educational programs.

SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa calling: Cape Town’s waterfront
and (above) wine dinners and wildlife in Stellenbosch.
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5

GREECE

Discover the land of the gods, from the temples of the

Acropolis to the beaches of Mykonos, with Greece a la Carte’s tenday odyssey. Explore the Parthenon, surrounding sanctuaries,
and Olympic Stadium with a private guide, then board a yacht for
a day trip to Hydra, long a jet-set favorite, to wander ancient alleyways and browse local handicrafts and jewelry. Next, the Cyclades beckon: Mykonos with its whitewashed buildings, windmills,
and nightlife; and Santorini, where travelers are introduced to
the island’s bounty with a cooking lesson and lunch of traditional
specialties, such as taramosalata, a spread made from fish roe.
Departures: Any day through September 30, 2009; from $7,921.



Waterfront dining on
Mykonos and (below)
the Acropolis.

– Created by Stephen Smith of Vision 2000 Travel Group

The highlight: Watch the sun set over the Aegean aboard a cata-

maran as it sails into Santorini’s caldera, a bay created after a volcanic eruption some 3,500 years ago.

Days One – THREE

Athens – private city tour, yacht charter to Hydra
Days FOUR – SIX

Mykonos – sightseeing, shopping, day trip to Delos
Santorini – cooking lesson, catamaran cruise

Day TEN

Athens
Athens
Delos

Mykonos
Santorini

86

(MYKONOS) Giovanni Simeone/SIME, (ACROPOLIS) Johanna Huber/SIME,
(MAP TEXTUREs) GETTY IMAGES

Days SEVEN – NINE
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6

Le Taha’a Island
Resort & Spa and
(below) black pearls.

FRENCH POLYNESIA

With white-powder sand beaches and impossibly blue lagoons, Bora-Bora and Tahaa vie for the title of preeminent island

escape. Weigh in on the winner after nine days that include the
tranquility of the 100-room St. Regis Bora Bora Resort on Motu
Ome’e, where native ingredients such as mother-of-pearl and
monoi oil infuse spa treatments. From there, it’s just a quick
hop over to Tahaa for snorkeling, windsurfing, canoeing, kayaking, and scuba diving off Le Taha’a Island Resort & Spa’s 48

Bora-Bora

Day One

Papeete – visit
the bustling
market for
flowers and
souvenirs

overwater bungalows and 12 beach suites. Guests can explore the
island’s interior with an off-road jaunt to a black pearl farm and
a family’s vanilla plantation. Departures: Any day through 2009;
– Created by Angela Lepley of Tangerine Travel, LTD.
from $13,725 for two. 
The highlight: A helicopter spin around Bora-Bora for a spectacu-

lar bird’s-eye view of aquatic life, such as manta rays and sharks, and
Mount Otemanu, the island’s highest peak.

Tahaa

Days TWO – FIVE

Bora-Bora –
spa
treatments,
snorkeling

Days SIX – NINE

Tahaa – water
sports, overland safari,
Polynesian
entertainment

Papeete
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A dinner cruise on the Seine sets the tone for this 11-day road trip

through France. Travelers spend three days exploring Paris, including a private
tour of Versailles and Monet’s Giverny, before pointing their Peugeot south toward Burgundy’s chablis vineyards, Dijon’s bustling daily farmers’ market, and
the charming town of Beaune. A detour in Beaujolais wine country is a must on
the way to Lyon, long regarded as the gastronomic capital of the country. Rest
stops include two nights in a suite overlooking the Mediterranean at the Château
Saint-Martin & Spa, a 45-room former residence of the Knights Templar perched
on a hilltop between Cannes and Nice. Departures: Any day through October 31,
– Created by Jim Sheehy of Protravel International
2009; from $9,941 for two. 
The highlight: One of Burgundy’s most extensive wine lists and favorites
such as pan-fried langoustines with ricotta ravioli at the three-Michelin-star
restaurant Relais Bernard Loiseau in the village of Saulieu.
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FRANCE

Days One – THREE

Paris – sightseeing,
Versailles tour
Days FOUR – FIVE

Burgundy – drive to Burgundy,
tour Dijon and Beaune
Days SIX – EIGHT

Lyon – explore Beaujolais wine
country and Lyon
Days nine – ELEVEN

Paris
Dijon
Lyon

Chapelle Chevennes rises from
the vineyards outside Beaujolais.
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Vence
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Vence – sunbathing on the Riviera
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ANTARCTICA

Where to chill out in Antarctica:
A Weddell Sea iceberg or (below)
the Corinthian II’s hot tub.

The seabirds and dolphins that often escort the 114-passenger Corinthian II

Days One – TWO

Buenos Aires –
explore the city
Day THREE

Ushuaia –
board the
Corinthian II
Days Four – FIVE

At sea –
onboard
lectures

Days ELEVEN –
TWELVE

At sea –
whale-watching,
onboard
presentations
Days THIRTEEN –
SIXTEEN

south from Ushuaia are just a taste of Antarctic marine life. Travel Dynamics International’s
ten-day passage employs a fleet of Zodiacs for encounters with thousands of penguins nesting
on pebble beaches and land excursions at Deception Island and Port Lockroy. Nimble enough
to navigate narrow ice-packed channels, the ship provides a front row seat for the spectacular scenery of the White Continent, including mountain passages and the occasional calving
glacier. The 16-day journey runs round-trip from Buenos Aires, where three final nights at the
165-room Palacio Duhau - Park Hyatt Buenos Aires heat things up with two tango lessons and
a private milonga (dance party). Departures: Multiple dates December 19, 2009, through January
– Created by Thomas Jackson and Terri Stanfield of World Travel Bureau
28, 2010; from $9,780. 
The highlight: Weather permitting, groups call on Deception Island, a former whaling

station with a dramatic caldera and the world’s largest chinstrap penguin rookeries.

Buenos Aires –
tango lessons

Buenos
Aires

Days SIX –
TEN

Antarctic
Peninsula –
Zodiac
landings,
sightseeing

Ushuaia
Antarctic
Peninsula
J U LY | A U G U S T 2 0 0 9
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EGYPT

Navigate the ancient wonders of the Nile from

Aswan to Luxor aboard the elegant 30-cabin yacht Alexander
the Great; sites include the Greek-built Temple of Horus (the
falcon-headed son of Osiris) and the sprawling temple complex at Karnak, a culmination of 1,500 years’ work. Guided by
an Egyptologist, the nine-day Cox & Kings’ journey begins
in Cairo with the Great Pyramids at Giza and the Egyptian
Museum, home of King Tutankhamen’s golden mask and the
mummified bodies of 11 kings and queens, followed by dinner
with a retired Egyptian ambassador at one of the city’s private
clubs. Departures: Multiple dates through 2009; from $4,600.
– Created by Anne Morgan Scully and Katie

 McCormack Krinkie of McCabe World Travel, inc.

The highlight: Get an exclusive peek at the latest discovery

cairo

Luxor
Abu
Simbel

90

Days One – THREE
Cairo – visit the Great
Pyramids at Giza and
the Egyptian Museum

Days FOUR – SIX
Alexander the Great
yacht – Abu Simbel,
tombs and temples
of the Nile

Day SEVEN
Luxor – tour the
tombs of Ramses IV
and King Tutankhamen,
attend sound and light
show at Karnak

Days EIGHT – NINE
Cairo – sightseeing

(SPHINX) 4Corners/Panayiotou Paul/SIME/eStock Photo, (CAMEL) Grant Faint/GETTY IMAGES,
(MAP TEXTURE) GETTY IMAGES

at Memphis – believed to be the tomb of the holder of the royal
seal (Beta Am-Waya) – guided by the archaeologist supervising the dig.

Clockwise from top: The sphinx
at Pompey’s Pillar in Alexandria,
colorful conveyance, and Alexander
the Great’s top deck.
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www.bavaria.us

Medieval towns, culinary delights and big-city flair

Welcome to Bavaria

Regensburg

Munich

Neuschwanstein Castle

Rothenburg ob der Tauber

Welcome to Bavaria – where cultural traditions and the beauty of the Alps offer something for everyone. Discover the
UNESCO World Heritage city of Regensburg, the perfect combination of legendary architecture and Bavarian hospitality.
See how Munich merges modern with tradition – from designer shops and beer gardens to renowned museums, churches,
and palaces. Explore the charming medieval city of Rothenburg with its cobblestone streets and the famous Käthe Wohlfahrt
"Christmas Village" store, open year round. Visit the "fairytale" Neuschwanstein Castle, one of the most popular castles in
Europe. Come to Bavaria – see the original! Call your Virtuoso travel advisor for reservations.
© Deutsche Zentrale für Tourismus e.V. Gefördert durch das Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Technologie aufgrund eines Beschlusses des Deutschen Bundestages
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Beijing
Xi’an

Chengdu

CHINA

Days One – FOUR

Beijing – private lesson
from a tai chi master,
attend a Peking Opera
performance
Days FIVE – SIX

Xi’an – visit Yangling
Museum and Shaanxi
History Museum
Beijing’s
Peking Opera.

Reflective of the contrasts that define twenty-first-century China, this ambi-

tious 14-day family vacation with Abercrombie & Kent from Beijing to Shanghai juxtaposes
classic sites – the Forbidden City, the Great Wall (see Big Shot, page 148), and Xi’an’s terracotta warriors – with modern marvels such as the Three Gorges Dam, Beijing’s “Bird’s Nest”
stadium, and other 2008 Olympics venues. The Middle Kingdom reveals many surprises
along the way, including a private tai chi lesson, Shanghai’s contemporary M50 art district,
local opera performances, and the chance to hug a panda at the Chengdu Panda Base. Departures: Any day through 2009; from $27,872 for a family of four.  – Created by Meg North of Brownell
The highlight: Go behind the scenes at the Shanghai Acrobatic Training School, where

young talent is groomed to join the world’s premier acrobatics troupe.
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Shanghai

Day SEVEN

Xi’an, Chengdu – visit
the Forest of Stone
Stele, attend a Sichuan
opera performance
Day EIGHT

Yichang – tour Chengdu
Panda Base, Du Fu’s
Thatched Cottage, and
Three Gorges Dam
Days nine – FOURTEEN

Shanghai – visit ancient
river town of Zhujiajiao,
attend an acrobatic show

(opera) HP Huber/SIME, (MAP TEXTURE) GETTY IMAGES
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Yichang
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explore the

heart of Mexico
in San Miguel de Allende

A favorite city in Guanajuato, San Miguel de Allende was just voted a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
Experience it’s winding cobbled streets, colonial architecture, natural hot springs, and mild clime.
Tour the colonial treasures of Mexico with SAT Mexico. Explore San Miguel de Allende,
including La Parroquia, the pink Gothic church, with knowledgeable guides. Plus you’ll travel to
the surrounding areas for an authentic look at Mexico’s interior. 8 days from $4,295 per person.

www.TurismoSanM iguel.com.mx

VL52_SanMiguel_CS4.indd 1
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Madrid De Luxe

The epitome of antiquity and innovation, tradition and trend,
Madrid is the perfect city to enjoy luxury in all its forms.
The history of luxury in Madrid began with the arrival of
the royal court five centuries ago, and experienced a great
development due to the competition for exquisiteness among
royalty and high-society bourgeoisie. Amidst the process of
globalization, the city possesses the experience, creativity
and authenticity necessary to offer a unique and excellent
experience to visitors from all over the world. For all tastes,
from the most classic style to the most daring modernity,
Madrid offers its visitors hotels, cultural tours, gastronomy,
and shopping to the delight of connoisseurs.
Madrid is the epicenter of Spanish fashion and the
headquarters of Cibeles Fashion Week, where we can
discover the latest creations of internationally renown Spanish
designers. Their creative genius influences all fields of design,
and some of the greatest luxury brands were created in
Madrid. It is a must to visit Loewe, a reflection of Madrid style
and the artisan tradition of leather and haute couture, or the
exclusive shop of Manolo Blahnik, a Spanish designer whose
glamorous shoes are admired all over the world. A shopping
trip could begin in the elegant neighborhood of Salamanca,
where one will find shops of international luxury brands,
renowned antique shops, and the best selection of Spanish
brands. For the most daring and vanguard design purchases,
it is a must to take a walk through the Chueca area, along the
streets of Fuencarral, Almirante and Piamonte. Nearby, Gran
Vía is a great place to visit a multitude of shops and breathe
the magic of this vital and cosmopolitan avenue.
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The new wave of creativity isn’t only apparent in material
objects, but also in the gastronomy. Nowadays, Madrid
is a point of reference worldwide thanks to the country’s
excellent wines and famed Spanish high cuisine, whose
star chefs have transformed cuisine into a contemporary
art. The pleasure with which the people of Madrid transform
every meal into a culinary and social experience explains the
incredible quality and variety that so surprises foreigners. As
diverse as the very restaurants’ decor, which allows us to
enjoy classic interior comforts as well as bold designs that
portend the upcoming trends in architecture.
This innovative spirit of architecture in Spain has also
transformed luxury hotel accommodations. Madrid offers
a great number of boutique and five-star hotels that blend
new innovatively designed buildings with renovated antique
royal palaces to the enjoyment of visitors. Lovers of the most
unique and exclusive will find personal shopper services,
chauffeurs, spas, beauty and massage treatments, and will
be able to make reservations to play golf at the excellent
courses of El Escorial, La Herrería or Casa de Campo. Hotels
in which every detail is taken care of to satisfy even the
most sybarites, demonstrating our perfectionist, open and
welcoming character.
This is Madrid, authentic, vibrant and exquisite, a bridge
between tradition and innovation in the heart of Europe.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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T
D
SURVEY

mIGHTY
good times
Rhinos, river horses, and a behemoth waterfall – Africa tops the
Travel Dreams Survey as your favorite adventure destination, and
safaris in Zimbabwe and Zambia play out on the grandest of scales.
PHOTOGRaPAHY BY DOOK
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Field of dreams: A white rhino in
Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park.
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ap-tap-tap … … … Phwhooshhh.
Phwhooshhh. … Tap-tap … … … Phwhooshhh .

The sound of hippos surfacing rivals that of whales. Rising up from the murky depths
with a blast of their nostrils, they flick their ears and train beady eyes down their snoots
at the four canoes and our guide who summoned them from below. “River horses” they’re
called, and they take great pride in flexing their might. Infamously ornery, curious, and
steadfastly territorial, these Zambezi River bulls are best avoided by drifters on their train.
My father and I have flown across the world to celebrate his 64th birthday with hundreds of them, and
hundreds more unseen, during three days on the water. Crocs thrive here too, one for every 20 square
yards of river by some estimates, but it’s the hippos for which our guide intermittently taps his paddle
against the gunwale. It’s an engaging game of Whac-a-Mole in reverse, and we play throughout our journey down the Mana Pools Canoe Trail: Paddle taps down, hippo pops up, our party steers wide around.
This is the heart of our quest for the Last Great Safari, a sepia-plated grail of comfortable tented camps,

98

solitude, and encounters with
wildlife on its terms. Our custom 12-day journey with Wilderness Safaris covers three
distinct regions – Zimbabwe’s
Hwange National Park, the
Zambezi River Valley, and Zambia’s Busanga Plains – conveniently linked by bush planes.
Welcome to the Africa of adventure tales, where risk makes
travelers active participants
rather than ride-along observers. We have long since made
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Clockwise from top left: Paddling from sunrise to sunset on the Zambezi,
and the stare-down from hippos and zebras.

the toughest call, when, after months into planning our trip,
Zimbabwe’s smoldering politics erupted. Travel alerts went
out, but the unrest stayed far from the remote camps, and after
weeks of research and updates from Wilderness Safaris’ people
on the ground, we decided to travel as planned.
How close do we want to paddle to that thing? Can we sit still
enough in this hide for that elephant to drink beside us rather than
toss us like toothpicks? These are our daily decisions now, and
boy, are they fun to make.
Our initiation starts shortly before sunset,
when our plane arcs toward Hwange International Grass Strip
in Zimbabwe to reveal gray mounds morphing into elephants
and twitchy zebras watching from a distance. We climb from
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Clockwise from top left: Guides Matthew Nyamakope, Charles Ndhlovu, and Bryan
Orford, and mobile safari camp cook Bhobho Dzwanda, aka “Chef Bob.”
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the Cessna into a waiting Land Rover, and after introductions to our guide,
Charles, set right out on a game drive.
Hwange National Park is famous for its thousands of elephants, Cape buffalos, and a host of large animals such as stately sable antelopes and giraffes that
amble back and forth across the park’s border with Botswana. Early September
marks the height of the dry season, when you could likely draw wildlife from
miles away with little more than a pail of water. It’s almost suspicious how
much we spot in the first hour alone – if I were a kori bustard in the brush, bets
are I’d hear “Cue the lioness!” whispered shortly before our jeep drives up.
When we eventually roll up to Little Makalolo, there’s a rollicking Saturday night party at the camp’s water hole: Hyenas are stirring up trouble, twice
treeing a leopard right in front of us before
Start the canoe trail in style at new Zambezi River outpost
moving on to a sightly herd of buffalo. ElRuckomechi. Left: King of the Busanga Plains.
ephants are sucking down a last drink before heading on their way. A black-backed
squirt bottle of campfire ash foreshadows our fate. The
jackal raises his voice above the din. By the
Last Great Safari begins.
time we sit down to dinner, we’ve already
seen four of the “big five.”
“You haven’t seen the ‘big five’ until you’ve
It’s clear why Wilderness Safaris recomseen them on foot,” Bryan tells us without the machismo
mends a stay here. First, there’s the prolific
the statement could easily carry. It’s our second day on the
game, but also, Zimbabwe is out there. Even
Zambezi, and he and our river guide Matthew have helped
after two days in Johannesburg to conquer
us beach the canoes for a game walk. A short flight from
jet lag, it’s nice to ease into Africa. Little
Hwange, the canoe trail stretches some 37 miles along the
Makalolo’s six tents, complete with en suite bathrooms and both indoor and
Zimbabwe-Zambia border. September brings one of Afrioutdoor showers, are a wonderful way to acclimate to the pace of safari life.
ca’s highest concentrations of wildlife to its banks, and in
“Wild dogs!” assistant guide Mtu calls out excitedly, and suddenly the sunwhat proves a pattern throughout the journey, we step out
rise scene at camp – watching from an armchair in the dining tent while the
at a seemingly barren spot and walk straight into a Wild
water hole wakes up – becomes animated. I have no idea that painted dogs are
Kingdom episode on the floodplain.
such a prized sighting, but apparently they are (zebras and wildebeests: so
clichéd, you know). We jump in the
jeep to chase after them, and I discover that we were lucky to catch a
glimpse. The dogs are long gone,
Virtuoso travel advisors share tips on traveling to Zimbabwe (and other developing destinations).
dashing through as is their nature but
honestly, I’m just as happy watching
the elephants take mud baths nearby.
Stay informed on travel conditions with the State Department’s website, travel.state.gov. In April, the
A short way down the dirt track,
government lifted its warning on Zimbabwe after threats from political instability and cholera subsided.
Charles spots the fifth of the “big
five,” a white rhino grazing on the
Practice good personal hygiene and only drink bottled water. Talk to your travel doctor about this when
edge of a grassy wash. After sizing
you go for immunizations.
up the situation, we ease out of the
truck. Every minute or so Charles
Pack light. Bush pilots are serious about luggage weight limits. Exceed them and you’ll likely have to leave
gently squeezes a puff of dust from a
a bag behind.
bottle to gauge the wind’s direction,
and we take a few more steps. Thirty
Take U.S. dollars to Zimbabwe; the local currency isn’t accepted from visitors. Ask your travel advisor
yards away, the rhino swings its head
about which visa you’ll need (single entry or multiple entry) – you can save quite a bit.
toward us; it clicks that the six-foot
guide to my left is the tallest thing
Help fund conservation. With conditions improving, safari revenue is needed now more than ever before to
between a dinosaur and me, and a
ensure the sustainability of operators that have worked throughout tough times over the past five-plus years.

IN THE KNOW

J U LY | A U G U S T 2 0 0 9

SAF_JUL_RFP.indd 101

101

6/8/09 5:28:32 PM

The doctor and his wife have taken more than
40 safaris and can talk about almost any African
country as if they’d just retired
from guiding there. “The river is a life-changing
experience,” he tells me.
“Our best trip yet.”

Zimbabwe’s Mana Pools provide some of the closest wildlife encounters in Africa.

Mana Pools is birdcalls and hippos’ baritone bellyaches for alarm clocks in the gloaming. It’s the
trumpeting elephant’s mock charge while you’re stretched out for a siesta (quite the wake-up call); a
ripple oddly moving against the current, growing inch by inch until suddenly a “river horse” cruises
toward you. But it’s also the serenity of slipping up on waterbuck and other wildlife in morning haze,
and simple pleasures such as having three days during which your only tasks are to wake up, talk, and
drift. When I was growing up, my dad and I did quite a bit of canoeing, but we never had a staff to prepare us breakfast and break camp while we float beneath an elephant’s trunk (literally – it was too focused on a tree limb to notice), much less greet us with cocktails, a hot shower, and a plated dinner by
the bonfire downriver.
If you can paddle a lake, you can tackle the Zambezi. Mississippi-wide at its narrowest on the canoe
trail, the river fragments into channels around sandy mile-long islands and giant rafts of water hyacinths. It’s surprisingly shallow in places during the dry season – at times our paddles dig into sand a
hundred yards from the bank – and flows so gently that headwinds bring progress to a crawl.
Few trips demand as much from guides, and few countries hold their guides to higher standards than
Zimbabwe; they’re consistently tapped as the best on the continent. River guides such as Matthew must
log more than 1,000 hours on their stretch of water before being allowed to take the license test. Even
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then, they can’t lead parties on
walks along the banks; that’s
the purview of professional
guides such as Bryan, whose
skills include stopping animals
on the charge.
If that seems a bit outdated
in today’s world, it won’t when
you’re here. This is the place to
stalk lion, Cape buffalo, and
elephant on foot. There’s no
rumble of jeep engines, crackles of CBs, or shutter snaps
from neighboring vehicles to
ward off game, but there’s no
getaway car either.
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Clockwise from top left: Busanga Bush Camp host Sara Douglas and its lantern
chandelier, canoe clearance, a twilight bonfire on the river, and local color at Kapinga.
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Ruckomechi’s plunge pool and stargazing deck (center) overlook the Zambezi near the start of the canoe
trail. Bottom row: Afternoon drink service, both en suite and on the lounge deck, at Kapinga in Zambia.
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The tall and short of Hwange National Park.

As exciting as things get, no one in our group – a young couple from Colorado, a Dutch couple, and a
South African man – ever seems nervous. Days fall into a relaxed routine. There’s the morning paddle
on the river, followed by a game walk and coffee and tea. Bryan slings his gun up by the barrel, and we
set out as if reporting for the Riverbank Times: “Civets Slay Catfish at Dead-end Mud Hole,” “Porcupines Rake Ant Lion’s Hideout,” “Impalas Walk Out in Show of Solidarity,” “Eleven-Foot Croc Makes
Long Slog Home.” There’s not a plant or inch of ground that doesn’t tell a story with Bryan’s combination of good luck and 18 years as a guide.
“Are there any mussels here?” someone asks out of the blue as Bryan conveys the finer points of a
snail we’ve run across.
“Just one kind,” he replies, glancing down. “Oh, there’s one there.”
Each afternoon brings a new cast of wildlife and a midriver raft-up around sunset for happy hour
before that night’s camp comes into view. After some stargazing and trading stories by the fire, we’re
escorted to the tents for the rest of the night (during the trip before ours, lions strolled through camp).
The next thing I know, birds beckon again.
Bush planes provide welcome perspectives on safaris. Lifting off for Zambia’s
Kafue National Park, we gain a larger appreciation for the Zambezi – the river’s size, the vast amount
of terrain from which it draws wildlife to drink, and the rugged escarpment that borders the Zambian
side but was hidden from us much of the time by haze. You can’t help but feel adventurous when landing, the plane approaching low across the treetops, dipping down onto a dusty clearing where a Land
Rover awaits to spirit you away like some sort of revolutionary. This feeling reaches new heights on
Kafue’s Busanga Plains, where a helicopter meets us at the airstrip for the final leg to Kapinga.
As at Little Makalolo and the more permanent tented camps, we’re welcomed by a camp host with
cold towels and a beverage. Kapinga is a beautiful outpost: four elevated tents with private decks

and an expansive common
area built around a strangler
fig, with a dining room, a sofasurrounded fire pit, and plunge
pool. It puts the “soft” in soft
adventure and extends it to
every aspect of guests’ stay at
the camp, from massages to
made-to-order breakfast omelets and impressive dinners.
Today the chalkboard reads
“Friday” (a handy way to help
guests keep track of time) and
lists dinner as a tomato, avocado, and mozzarella salad, followed by our choice of coconut
fish curry with fresh cilantro
or pan-seared steaks and a selection of cheeses for dessert.
We share the camp with a
70-something doctor and his
wife, who have taken more than
40 safaris and can talk about
almost any African country as
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Wing and a lair: The author above Victoria Falls, and siesta time at Busanga Bush Camp.

if they’d just retired from guiding there, peppering their tales with oddball stories, such as the one
about an elephant that joined them in the shower. Thirty years ago they paddled the Zambezi. “The
river is a life-changing experience,” the doctor tells me. “Our best trip yet.”
What the Zambezi holds in adrenaline, Busanga sees in peace. Roughly 12 times the size of Manhattan, the northern part of Kafue National Park floods a mind-boggling five feet deep when the Kafue River
overruns its banks each year, then dries up into a grassy sea dotted with fig- and sausage-tree atolls. This is
cat country, where game drives creep out in search of cheetahs, leopards, and double-digit prides of treeclimbing lions. On one drive we meet up with jeeps from Wilderness’ nearby camps and follow a cheetah
with her young; on another, we park to watch lions mating and spot wildebeests and roan antelopes.
For our last night, we hop a few termite mounds over to Busanga Bush Camp. It’s a classic safari setup
with fewer frills, but it has a magical kerosene lantern chandelier that I’m angling to dine under, along
with a bonfire circle right out on the plain. Although that evening could have made the perfect nightcap

for our journey, the next morning I can’t resist one last thrill.
While standing in the grass
watching puku and red lechwe
antelope, I ask the helicopter
pilot to fly low en route to the
airstrip despite my dad’s misgivings (“I don’t see any reason
to do that”). Hugging the tree
line moments later, I crane my
neck and catch his smile. This
adventure isn’t over yet.

BIG TIME

Wrap up your safari with a wondrous sight.
No trip to Zambia or Zimbabwe is
complete without a visit to Victoria
Falls. The world wonder pours
across the Zambian boarder in an
awesome spectacle of spray and
stomach-rumbling thunder. It’s the
perfect way to celebrate a trip well
done, and, in our case, my dad’s
actual birthday.
If you’re looking for a colonial
or country-club reintroduction to
civilization, check out The Victoria
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Falls Hotel (Zimbabwe) or The Royal
Livingstone (Zambia). Alternatively,
head for Wilderness Safaris’ Toka
Leya Camp. Seven miles upriver from
the falls, the decked outpost treads
the line between safari camp and
resort with 12 enormous, elegant
tented rooms as well as a spa, riverview infinity pool, and an impressive
bar and restaurant.
There’s wildlife around (we heard
hippos chewing under our elevated

tent one night), but river activities are
the main draw. To make the most of it,
have any of the hotels book a morning
passage to Livingstone Island, and, if
the river level is low enough, jump in
Devil’s Pool, an eddy on the lip of Victoria Falls. Yes, it’s touristy and may
seem like one of the most dangerously stupid things to do, well, ever,
but in reality you’d have to try to wash
over the falls and it’s truly a once-ina-lifetime experience.

Zimbabwe provides the best view
of the falls, so walk the park trails
lining the dry rim. After a late lunch
(the terrace at The Victoria Falls Hotel is a classic choice) head back to
Toka Leya to wrap up with a private
sunset river cruise, where you can
try your hand fishing for tiger and
bream. If you’re lucky, you just may
catch the second-largest tilapia in
the river. My dad reeled in the first –
I have the pictures to prove it.

*60 plus islands, islets and cays depending on the tide.

60

Caribbean Islands*

Unforgettable Experience

Peter Island Resort

Rosewood Little Dix Bay

Necker Island

This exclusive, yet romantic 1800 acre private
island resort, is one of the most sought after
Caribbean retreats. Totally unwind and relax
in the unpretentious but attentive atmosphere
of your own personal paradise.

On a softly curving beach lapped by gentle blue
waters, lies Rosewood Little Dix Bay. Renowned as
a truly authentic destination of stylish, understated
elegance, the resort is tailored perfectly for the astute
traveller looking for relaxation and refinement.

Nestling amid lush tropical flora, the distinctive
Balinese accommodation, affords views which
are undoubtedly amongst the Caribbean’s finest.
This private island’s understated elegance offers
ultimate luxury experience.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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TAKE A WALK ON THE WILDLIFE’S SIDE
Active safaris put the adventure in Africa.

Getting there South Africa Airways flies the only nonstop route
from North America to Johannesburg. Flights depart daily from New York
or Washington, D.C. (the latter stops briefly in Dakar), with connections
to more than 40 destinations across Africa on arrival.
Layover Reset your internal clock at The Westcliff Hotel. The terraced
oasis features 116 rooms (most with private balconies), an infinity-edge pool
overlooking Johannesburg’s zoological gardens, a spa, and La Belle Terrasse
and Loggia’s celebrated seafood and game. Doubles from $451, including
breakfast, a $50 dining credit, and a one-way transfer from the airport.

10 Safaris for classic Adventures
1. Canoeists paddle Mana Pools and stalk game on foot with Wilderness
Safaris’ custom 12-day adventure in Zimbabwe and Zambia. Travelers also
take in Hwange National Park, Zambia’s Busanga Plains, and Toka Leya
Camp some seven miles upstream of Victoria Falls. Departures: Any day
through November 15, 2009; from $11,912, including all meals.
2. Camels serve as porters on Micato Safaris’ journey through Kenya’s

central highlands. The 13-day private outing includes five days of mobile
camping, hiking, and riding on the Lewa Conservancy trails, followed by

three days of game drives in the Masai Mara from a classic 1920s-style
camp. Departures: Any day through 2009; from $16,640, including all meals.
3. Big Five Tours & Expeditions’ eight-day Kenya safari immerses travelers in
Masai culture. Parties hike to a local village and set out on game walks with Masai
warriors, and search for the “big five” on game drives in Selenkay Conservancy.
Departures: Multiple dates through 2009; from $4,390, including all meals.
4. Go ape with Volcanoes Safaris’ gorilla-tracking adventures in Uganda
and Rwanda. Eight-day itineraries feature four opportunities to track some
of the world’s 700 remaining mountain gorillas, as well as the chance to
climb two volcanoes and spend time with endangered golden monkeys.
Departures: Multiple dates through December 8, 2009; from $4,926, including
most meals and one gorilla-tracking permit.
5. Catch sunrise from the roof of Africa on Horizon & Co.’s 11-day Kiliman-

jaro trek. Hikers summit the 19,340-foot peak during the course of seven
days in Tanzania, then head to Ngorongoro Crater Lodge for game drives,
well-earned massages, and butler-tended suites. Departures: Multiple dates
through 2009; from $5,995, including all meals.
6. Track game across Tanzania’s Serengeti and meet Jane Goodall’s chimpanzees with Natural Habitat Adventures. The new 12-day safari follows migrations from mobile tented camps and includes a full day of hiking with Jane
Goodall Institute researchers in Gombe National Park. Departures: January 28
and August 1, 2010 (private departures available); from $10,595, including all meals.
7. Abercrombie & Kent Southern Africa explores Zambia’s wild side with

game walks (or drives) along South Luangwa’s dry riverbeds and tiger fishing and canoeing in Lower Zambezi National Park. The eight-day safaris
include guided outings to Victoria Falls and an afternoon in a fishing village.
Departures: Any day through August 31, 2009; from $5,677, including all meals.
8. Traverse Botswana’s Okavango and Linyanti swamps by foot on Epic

Private Journeys’ ten-day walking safari. Hikers trek 80 miles in six days in
search of leopard, lion, buffalo, and some of Africa’s largest elephant populations, with two nights at traditional safari camps on either end. Departures:
October 29 and November 9, 2009; from $14,065, including all meals.

10. Travelers bike South Africa’s wine lands, sea kayak among penguins,
and snorkel at Sodwana Bay with Heritage Tours. The private 12-day trip
includes elephant-back safaris at Sabi Sands and game walks at Phinda
Private Game Reserve. Departures: Any day through 2009; from $8,729,
including most meals.
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9. Kayakers paddle among pink flamingos in Namibia’s Walvis Bay Lagoon
on African Travel Inc.’s 12-day safari. The itinerary focuses on active
pursuits, such as ballooning above the Sossusvlei Dunes, hikes in search of
rhinos and desert elephants, and fly-fishing on the Kunene River. Departures:
Any day through 2009; from $10,295, including most meals.
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In the center of the waterway on its own exclusive island, an expansive, free-form,

Contemporary design and African flair accentuate the 131 state-

infinity-edge pool glows under a stunning Cape sunset. The resort’s second private

of-the-art guest rooms and suites — the largest in Cape Town.

island is home to the One&Only Spa, the most comprehensive in all of Cape Town

Presented in the seven-storey Marina Rise or lining the water’s

with 12 secluded treatment rooms.

edge on the Island, all accommodations feature sumptuously
appointed oversized baths and dedicated butler services.

One&Only Cape Town…
an oasis of cosmopolitan style
In the heart of Cape Town’s picturesque Victoria & Alfred Waterfront,
this urban chic resort captivates with stunning views of Table Mountain,
a private spa island, and an unprecedented level of luxury and service.
South Africa’s newest treasure is a destination unto itself, offering days
of blissful calm and evenings of energized excitement dining on the
cuisines of two Michelin-starred chefs and savoring one of Africa’s most
extensive wine tasting menus. The perfect gateway to the region’s
enchanting adventures, including wildlife safaris, wine tours and endless
water play. Families will appreciate an exclusive Virtuoso Kids program
pampering little ones with special One&Only warmth and hospitality.

Located in the heart of Marina Rise, Vista Bar links the resort’s two

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Ask about special pay 3, stay 4 introductory offer or the exclusive
One&Only + Singita safari package.

CapeTown_OO_alt.indd 1

acclaimed restaurants — maze by Gordon Ramsay and Nobu by
legendary chef Nobuyuki Matsuhisa. Spanning an impressive
eight-meters high, a window wall frames stunning views of Table
Mountain and the resort’s two lush private islands.
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One of the

World's Finest Restaurants
Just Arrived
in Sydney

We invite you to be deliciously
indulged in a dining experience as
diverse as the 180 global destinations
to which we travel. With culinary
masterpieces created by master chef
Jacques Pépin, the dining is only
rivaled by the sublime, personal service
and the refined yet relaxed ambiance
that ensures your ultimate comfort.
This is a distinctly different style of
cruising. This is Oceania Cruises.

Finest cuisine at sea, served in four
distinctive open-seating restaurants
Elegant mid-size ships featuring
large-ship amenities
The world’s most alluring
and desirable ports
Country club-casual ambiance;
tuxedos and gowns are never required
Butler Service offered in Owner’s,
Vista and Penthouse Suites
Best value in luxury cruising

;
EuropE • South AmEricA • cAribbEAn • ASiA • AuStrAliA
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$1,500 Price Reduction Off 2 for 1 Cruise Fares
Free Airfare plus
$500 Shipboard Credit, Prepaid Gratuities and Bottle of Wine
WiTh

Coral Seas and Asian Jewels

Exquisite Empires

Sydney to Bangkok | 21-day voyage

Bangkok to Beijing | 24-day voyage

aBoard Nautica FeBruary 8, 2010

aBoard Nautica MarcH 1, 2010

Sydney • BriSBane • WhitSunday iSland • toWnSville • CairnS
thurSday iSland • darWin • Komodo • Bali (Benoa) • Semarang (Java)
Singapore • Ko Samui • BangKoK overnight

BangKoK overnight • Ko Samui • Saigon (ho Chi minh City) overnight
da nang • hanoi (ha long Bay) overnight • hong Kong overnight
taipei (Keelung) • KagoShima • nagaSaKi • Shanghai overnight
Seoul (inChon) • BeiJing (tianJin)

Deluxe Ocean View frOm $6,699
per guest with free airfare
VeranDa frOm $7,899

Deluxe Ocean View frOm $7,799
per guest with free airfare
VeranDa frOm $8,999

Imperial Explorations

Connoisseur’s Collection

Beijing to Hong kong | 15-day voyage
aBoard Nautica MarcH 25, 2010

Hong kong to atHenS | 35 nigHtS
aBoard Nautica april 9, 2010

BeiJing (tianJin) • Seoul (inChon) • Shanghai overnight
hiroShima • Kyoto (KoBe) overnight • oKinaWa (naha)
taipei (Keelung) overnight • hong Kong

hong Kong • da nang • Saigon (ho Chi minh City) overnight
BangKoK overnight • Ko Samui • Singapore • Kuala lumpur (port Klang)
mangalore • goa (mormugao) • mumBai overnight • Salalah • aqaBa
luxor (Safaga) overnight • Sharm el-SheiKh • Suez Canal tranSit
Cairo (port Said) overnight • athenS (piraeuS)

Deluxe Ocean View frOm $5,499
per guest with free airfare
VeranDa frOm $6,499

Deluxe Ocean View frOm $8,949
per guest with free airfare
VeranDa frOm $10,349

Offer expires August 31, 2009. Discounts and amenities are per stateroom based on double occupancy and apply to stateroom categories G through PH1 only. Fares listed reflect all applicable discounts, are cruise only in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include
Non-Commissionable Fares. Government Fees and Taxes of up to $8 per guest per day are additional. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply. All fares and offers are subject to availability, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time
without prior notice. 2 for 1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; all fares are cruise only, and do not include Prepaid Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees, and personal charges, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed
at www.OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories and may not have been in effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in effect after the expiration date. Air promotion applies to economy, round-trip flights only
from select Oceania Cruises U.S. & Canadian gateways and does not include ground transfers, air taxes and air fuel surcharges. Air ticketing fee will apply. Free Airfare is available only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD, DFW, DEN, IAH, LAX, MIA, JFK,
EWR, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SFO, SEA, TPA, YYZ, YVR, IAD. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. The Cruise Ship
Fuel Surcharge is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. JUL0904
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Blue Heaven
A yachting sojourn through French Polynesia
is the ultimate island idyll.

PHOTO CREDIT

By Elaine Srnka
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The Ti’a Moana plies the ocean blue.
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Bora-Bora’s Mount Otemanu.

“Stop the boat, stop the boat!”
our guide called excitedly, as he pulled off his shirt and
dove into the shallow lagoon. He was looking for something, and everyone turned to watch. He resurfaced to
catch his breath and went down again, the still water so
clear that we could see his every move. He pointed to long,
thin trails in the sand, then followed one to its end for the
prize: a perfectly spiraled spotted seashell, now a burrowing sea creature’s home, but a prime specimen destined to
grace designer shell collections later. Scanning the water
around us, we realized there were dozens upon dozens of
trails, and for a moment we all considered plunging in. Instead, we opted to let the creatures remain in their hiding
places and continued on with our snorkeling excursion.
Just another day in paradise – on a private yacht.

French Polynesia is a perennial favorite
destination in Virtuoso Life’s Travel Dreams Survey,
and its allure is all about geography – both the region’s
perceived remoteness on the map and its lush volcanic
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landscape of mountains encircled by coral reefs and
famed blue lagoons. When it again ranked in the top five
this year, I decided to investigate personally. A trusted
Virtuoso travel advisor recommended a Nomade Yachting Bora Bora cruise as an ideal way to island-hop.
Also called Tahiti (the names are interchangeable),
French Polynesia is one of those places that elicits oohs
and aahs. Almost everyone, it seems, wants to go there, but
many aren’t quite sure where, or even what, it is. Set in the
South Pacific, about an eight-hour flight from Los Angeles,
it is an “overseas country” of France, a collection of 118 islands and atolls that stretches across five major archipelagoes, one of which is the Society Islands. Its main island is
the eponymous Tahiti; its most recognized is Bora-Bora.
Though a mere two hours beyond Hawaii from Los
Angeles by air, Tahiti is a world away in terms of tourism:
Hawaii receives the same number of visitors in 12 days as
Tahiti welcomes in an entire year. But it’s an easy flight,
and my husband and I arrived in Papeete (the capital city
on the main island of Tahiti) in time for dinner. Like most
tourists, we were only stopping over, and the next morning we took a quick Air Tahiti interisland flight to BoraBora, where we would soon board the gleaming 20-cabin,
226-foot Ti’a Moana, our floating home for the week.
The pop of Champagne corks greeted us as we traded
introductions with the crew and fellow passengers, a vivacious party of 14 friends and family members from Brazil
celebrating their patriarch’s 60th birthday.
With an indulgent staff-to-guest ratio (the yacht carries 43 crew members and up to 40 guests), the crew introductions took some time. They quickly charmed us with
their attentiveness and “as you wish” attitude, which was
not at all stuffy, but rather cheerful and intuitive.
Formerly known as Bora Bora Cruises, the new Nomade
Yachting Bora Bora moniker more accurately reflects the
intimate size and carefree chic of its twin ships Ti’a Moana
and Tu’a Moana – there’s an inherent insouciance in the
flexibility to explore islands up close on a whim. Virtually everything, from cocktails to kayaks, is included in
the splurge-worthy price tag, but the cruise’s real value
(beyond pampered bliss) lies in the absolutely stress-free
ease of moving from island to island without packing and
unpacking, transferring from hotels to airports; with no
need to worry about timetables or itineraries, there’s a
freedom to do as you please.
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Bird’s-eye view of Bora-Bora.

And we definitely did as we pleased. Unpack our bags? Housekeepers attended to that detail (as well as daily laundry and hand-washing
of bathing suits, a minor treat that nevertheless delighted). Instead,
as the yacht departed Bora-Bora, with jagged Mount Otemanu as a
backdrop, we lunched in the restaurant’s outdoor seating area and
learned about the itinerary – which included stops at the islands of
Tahaa, Huahine, and Raiatea before returning to Bora-Bora – and
about our new mobile home for the next few days.
The 18 cabins are comfortably outfitted with designer touches
such as pebbled leather sofas and cashmere throws. At 172 square
feet each, they offer either full, queen, or king beds; there are also
two 323-square-foot suites.
No brightly colored tropical patterns here: The yacht’s interior is
sleek and modern with warm wood accents. From the main deck’s
restaurant and reception area, a dramatic spiral staircase lined with
glass mosaic tiles leads to the upper deck’s library, indoor-outdoor
lounge and bar area, and whirlpool hot tub, continuing on to the
spectacular rooftop sundeck, where stylish outdoor sofas, chaises,
and ottomans flank another bar and hot tub.
As day turns to twilight, attendants change the mood of each public area, adjusting lighting, music, and even the decorative pillows
and throws. One night, red accents ruled, with crimson pillows,
throws, and candles twinkling in scarlet hurricane lanterns; another
night saw hues of blue, and still another, monochromatic creams.
More than just superficial changes, such touches reflect a real aesthetic and attention to every detail.

Our first stop was Tahaa, with breakfast on the
beach, but this was no mere picnic in the sand. As the tender shuttled
guests from yacht to shore, the water changed from the darkest midnight blue to turquoise and every brilliant shade in between. Servers
stood ankle-deep in the lagoon to greet us with trays of juice-filled
flutes. Tables were literally set in the water, the linens’ hems swishing in the waves. “I’ve experienced many things in my life,” observed

Staircase to heaven: Deckside
on the Ti’a Moana.
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Tahitian table service: The yacht’s al fresco dining room.

a 50-something guest, “but never this.” Throughout the week, that
would be the recurring theme of conversations with these sophisticated, well-heeled travelers, who want what they pay for – and this
cruise delivered.
After indulging in omelets and pastries and every type of exotic
jam, we set out to snorkel. Our guide, Mahea, led us over the rocky
shoreline to his favorite snorkeling spot and regaled us with tales
from his colorful life (he knows where all the celebrities live in Tahiti, and Sharon Stone once used his bathroom during a photo shoot
in the islands). We passed two women cleaning their catch of the day:
hundreds of sea urchins, which they’d plucked clean of the dangerous spines and cracked open with a rock to remove the meat. “Would
you like some?” one offered in island-inflected French, and so I sampled uni – a sushi restaurant delicacy – straight from the sea.
The snorkeling was just as exotic, and we spent the rest of the
morning floating weightlessly above the coral gardens and peering at
the vibrant sea life below. As we emerged from the water and stepped
onto the beach, an attendant waited with a tray of refreshingly cold,
scented towels – and bottles of local Hinano beer. Ahh.
The days blurred, and we fell into the easy rhythm of yachting life.
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One day a tattoo artist came on board to “ink” willing participants
with temporary Polynesian tattoos; another day we paddle-boarded
and floated on outrigger canoes while other guests slipped into the
gauzy netting of an impromptu beachside spa for massages. We kayaked and snorkeled nearly every day, and also embarked on unforgettable scuba-diving and shark-feeding excursions.
One morning we cycled around Huahine, its verdant foliage
seemingly straight from a Paul Gauguin canvas. Biking past vanilla
plantations, watermelon patches, and forests of noni fruit trees, we
stopped outside a schoolyard to watch students practicing a Polynesian dance performance, complete with coffee-can drums and barefoot chants. Back in the island’s small main town, we shopped for
black pearls and pareos and even discovered an Internet café with an
outdoor balcony where we checked our e-mail – and the world news,
of which we’d been blissfully ignorant since boarding the yacht.
With the scenery ever-changing, the days were relaxing yet active,
the better to burn off who-knows-how-many calories consumed at
our gourmet meals. Chef Laurent Luttringer makes exceptional use
of local ingredients, and fishermen pull up alongside the yacht so he
can make his selections right from their boats. Every menu includes
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Clockwise from top left: A motu sunset, fragrant tiare flowers (Tahitian gardenia), the ruins of Raiatea, a beachside breakfast, and colorful butterfly fish.
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several creative first courses, from shrimp tempura and scallop carpaccio to pumpkin-vanilla bisque and consommé with coconut milk. Main
courses are simply but skillfully prepared – think seared red tuna steak
with pineapple salsa and herb-crusted New Zealand lamb – followed by
dessert and cheese courses, all accompanied by thoughtfully selected
wines. The same staff tended the restaurant for every meal, and they
quickly learned diners’ preferences for a particular table, wine, sparkling water versus still, and the like – the epitome of stellar service.
Dinner one night was a beach barbecue. As the sun set on a day
spent sprawled on chaise lounges (where snacks and drinks seemed to
appear just before you realized you wanted them), we shuttled to the
beach, where lights twinkled, music filled the air, and tables awaited
in the sand. The captain joined us for a perfectly lovely Polynesian
feast under the stars.

Kayaking off Huahine.

On one of our last days, the yacht anchored at dawn
in a calm bay off Raiatea, French Polynesia’s sacred isle. After an earlymorning yoga session on the sundeck and a leisurely breakfast, we departed on a nature walk to an ancient temple on the island. Exploring
the area while Mahea explained its cultural importance, we gathered
brilliantly colored torch ginger, Polynesian hibiscus, and fragrant tiare
flowers, and sampled exotic fruits plucked from trees and bushes as we
passed. Later, my husband and I kayaked in the shallow lagoon, trailed
by a curious stingray. Paddling to an uninhabited motu – a tiny island –
we left our flowers as an offering in exchange for a few minutes of solitude on the rocky, palm-studded shore before returning to the yacht.
Such an active day called for a cocktail-hour soak in the whirlpool.
Settling into the warm bubbles, cold beverages in hand, we watched a
postcard-worthy sunset to our right while a full moon rose over a motu
to our left, a heavenly symmetry neither of us had ever experienced. We
marveled at the sight and sighed. Paradise found, indeed.

Tahiti’s top trips
GETTING THERE With a route

More Ways to Go

network linking the South Pacific
to four continents, Air Tahiti Nui
offers daily nonstop service from
Los Angeles.

Tahiti Legends’ eight-day excursion begins on Moorea, Tahiti’s
sister island that some believe is
James Michener’s mythical Bali Hai.
Enjoy an overwater bungalow at
the 95-room Moorea Pearl Resort
before transferring to Tahaa, the
Vanilla Isle, for four days at the
60-room Le Taha’a Island Resort
& Spa. Departures: Any day through
2009; from $4,349, including roundtrip flights from Los Angeles, transfers,
and accommodations.

DOING IT There’s a reason why
this Nomade Yachting Bora Bora
cruise was the highlight of a recent
Today show honeymoon: It’s posh
pampering at its best. Seven-day
cruises begin and end in Bora-Bora.
Departures: Multiple dates through
2009; from $7,600.
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Star Clippers’ tall-masted 170passenger Star Flyer sails 7-, 10-,
and 11-day cruises, calling on
such ports as Moorea, Bora-Bora,
Huahine, and Rangiroa. Departures:
Multiple dates through 2009; from
$2,225, including complimentary
flights from Los Angeles.
GoGo Worldwide Vacations takes
you to Tahaa for three days, where
you’ll stay in an overwater suite at
Le Taha’a Island Resort, visit a black
pearl farm and a vanilla plantation,

and snorkel to a picnic lunch on
a private motu. From there you’ll
spend five nights at The St. Regis
Bora Bora Resort, take a mountain
safari, and dine at Bloody Mary’s.
Departures: Any day through 2009;
from $4,355.
Regent Seven Seas Cruises’
330-passenger Paul Gauguin
explores Tahiti, Raiatea, Tahaa, BoraBora, and Moorea on 7- to 15-day
cruises. Departures: Multiple dates
through 2009; from $2,395.

(HUAHINE) Blaine Harrington III/Alamy

French Polynesia to perfection.
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how natural it felt to approach the watering
hole the same way a crocodile would.
By water.
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Wish you were here:
The St. Regis Bora Bora Resort.

Room with a view: A poolside cabana
at the Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora.

Editor’s picks

Ease into island life with a pre-cruise stay on Bora-Bora.
Stay French Polynesia “invented” the iconic
overwater hotel room – and certainly perfected
it. Our breathtaking 3,400-square-foot, twobedroom villa at The St. Regis Bora Bora Resort
exceeded expectations, from the living room’s
glass floors with views of the lagoon below to the
plunge pool on the expansive deck with close-up
panoramas of Mount Otemanu. Service reigns
supreme here, and everyone from the bellman
to the bartender seems sincerely invested in your
happiness. Though just a few years old, the property is already revered as the classic go-to
for coddled pampering.
I never wanted to leave our villa’s expansive
confines, but we ventured out to bike around the
100-room property, take a treatment at the Miri
Miri Spa, and dine at Lagoon, chef Jean-Georges
Vongerichten’s intimate overwater restaurant.
Sated from a specially created five-course chef’s
menu, we hopped on a waiting golf cart to return
to our villa. “I hope you like flowers,” the chauffeur said slyly, giggling proudly as he opened
our door to reveal a trail of hundreds of hibiscus
blooms from the living room to the bedroom and
bathroom, on the bed, on the table, everywhere.
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Sometimes, too much is definitely a good thing.
Doubles from $1,141, including breakfast, airport boat
transfers, flower turndown, a bottle of Champagne,
and a 20 percent discount on spa services.
We also visited the brand-new 107-room
Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora, which boasts
its own terrific views of Mount Otemanu and
thatched-roof overwater bungalows (complete
with bathtubs that open to the deck and views
outside). The resort’s palm-fringed infinity pool
has a swim-up bar and alluring cabanas to escape
the sun, and families love the dedicated children’s
spaces – there’s even a separate teen club with its
own beach and a marine biologist to teach kids
about the lagoon’s teeming sea life.
With its real sense of place, the expansive spa
is reason enough to stay here. Splurge on a couple’s massage in the Kahaia Spa Suite, where the
treatment tables have the best views of any I’ve
seen: Perched over glass windows in the floor, the
open headrests look down into the lagoon below.
Doubles from $879, including breakfast, airport boat
transfers, and a 15 percent discount on spa services.
Time did not allow a visit to the 79-room Bora
Bora Lagoon Resort & Spa, an Orient-Express

hotel, and its winning Marù Spa, but the overwater
bungalows entice with illuminated glass-topped
coffee tables through which you can actually feed
the sea creatures below. Doubles from $501, including breakfast and airport transfers.

EAT With just six tables, the French-inspired
Villa Mahana tops every insider’s restaurant
list. Opt for one of the set menus, featuring such
dishes as seared ahi tuna with vanilla oil and mahimahi in a curry banana crust with mango sauce.
PK 4, Amanahune; 689/67-50-63.
Suspended over the water, the sleek Lagoon
Restaurant by Jean-Georges is destination dining
at its best. The French-Thai menu includes red
tuna spaghetti with avocado and spicy oil, and
pineapple carpaccio with lemongrass and burnt
vanilla sorbet. The St. Regis Bora Bora Resort, Motu
Ome’e; 689/60-78-88.
Bloody Mary’s is one of the most revered bars
in town. Sit on a coconut stool in the sand and
order a fish sandwich with a local Tabu beer. PK 4
Paofai Bay, Amanahune; 689/67-72-86.
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We make your

Travel Dreams Come True!

D

iscover how perfect a vacation

can be with these Pleasant Holidays
vacations – packed with priceless
luxuries exclusively from Virtuoso.

The Peninsula Hotel, Beijing ............................5 NIGHTS

from

$

955

Includes Tours of Tiananmen Square, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven & Summer
Palace; Great Wall & Ming Tombs Tour; Peking Duck Dinner & Beijing Opera

Four Seasons Jimbaran Bay in Bali .............6 NIGHTS

from

InterContinental Sydney .................................5 NIGHTS

from

Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora ...................5 NIGHTS

from

ONE-BEDROOM VILLA
Includes Coco de Mer Spa Treatment and Art, Culture and Volcano tour

2379

$

1455

$

WATSON’S BAY VIEW ROOM
Virtuoso Amenities: Complimentary upgrade to Club InterContinental
accommodations with Club benefits; Tour of Blue Mountains and Opera House

BEACH VIEW OVERWATER BUNGALOW
Includes roundtrip inter-island air on Air Tahiti & one FREE night &
daily breakfast for two
Virtuoso Exclusive Amenity: Complimentary room upgrade

2408

$

VACATIONS INCLUDE: Accommodations, tours, roundtrip transfers,
all services charges, hotel taxes and more!

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor
Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for select travel dates as follow: Beijing: 7/1-11/30/09; Bali: 10/1-12/9/09; Australia: 9/1-12/20/09; Tahiti: 11/1-12/19/09. Late check-out and early
check-in based on availability. Rates, terms, conditions, availability and itinerary are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. Taxes, gratuities, transfers, airfare and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated. Not
responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. Copyright © 2009 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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DINE IN PARADISE

| Flavors of the Caribbean

Discover incredible value, culinary delights, extraordinary service and luxurious ambiance

ThE RITz-CARlToN Golf & SPA, RoSE hAll, JAmAICA
Imagine soaking up the sun with a private beach, soft sand, gleaming waters and lush,
green mountains as your backdrop. This Jamaica luxury hotel offers an idyllic escape.
With 427 newly renovated guestrooms and suites, each with a private balcony or terrace,
five exceptional dining establishments, a championship golf course, and more, this
Jamaica luxury resort awaits your arrival.
The unique dining experiences reflect a hotel that complements the history, ambience
and heritage of Jamaica. Discover traditional Ritz-Carlton flair combined with the
flavors of the tropics, blended with the natural charm of Jamaican hospitality. Unwind to
the rhythmic sounds of Reggae and treat your palate to authentic Caribbean flavors.
ESCAPE To ThE RITz-CARlToN, JAmAICA ToDAy!

RECEIVE A 4TH NIGHT FREE!
• 4 Nights in a Garden View Room from
$309 per person
• Special Virtuoso amenity: Receive a fruit
basket and bottled water upon arrival
Book by 09/30/09 for travel by 12/23/09

214-0509
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DINING, DRINKING, AND LIVING WELL

TASTING NOTES

New
Gineration
America’s artisanal distillers
bring fresh life to gin.
BY Anthony Dias Blue
photography by chris plavidal styling by mike thompson

A

Spin the bottle: A sampling
of today’s top gins.

1 24

few years ago I was on a whirlwind

winetasting tour in Napa Valley, ambitiously
taking on eight wineries in a single sweltering
summer day. By 6 pm, when my group stopped
at a celebrated restaurant in Saint Helena, I began to
wonder what I’d been thinking.
Tired of sipping and spitting cabernet, I headed
A daiquiri stands tall.
straight for the bar and ordered a dry martini – an
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Personal attention that begins before check-in.
Individual care to see you through arrival.
An airline that always goes a little further.
All for this one moment.

It’s an extraordinary attention to detail
that allows us to see to your every need.
Experience our attentive service flying
to over 170 European destinations.
For information and reservations, call
your Virtuoso travel specialist.
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There’s no better way to fly.
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WANDERLUST TASTING NOTES

Next time you order
a martini, skip the
vodka and go straight
for the gin.
It’s good medicine.
authentic one, made with gin, not vodka,
and with only a memory of vermouth. The
moment the cool, spicy taste of gin hit my
palate, I was instantly revived. I’ve been
a gin advocate ever since. No other spirit
has gin’s special qualities of refreshment
and sophistication.
Invented by a seventeenth-century Dutch
physician as a stomach remedy, the juniperflavored medicine known as genever in Holland soon migrated to England under the
moniker gin. The lighter British style, called
“London dry,” earned a reputation as a
warm-weather cooler in India and other sunny reaches of the British Empire; it was also
a natural with tonic water, whose quinine
component reduces the fever of malaria.
Although stalwart English brands such as
Beefeater and Tanqueray have ruled in bars
since the days of the raj, lately American
craft distillers have also started to discover
the joys of gin. This spirit is a particularly
interesting challenge for the small-batch
distiller, since its flavor profile can vary dramatically depending on which aromatics are
included in the (usually secret) recipe.
While juniper is the defining flavor in any
gin, newer versions have dialed back the
juniper quotient and amplified citrus and
other components, reflecting contemporary taste preferences shaped by flavored
vodkas. Achieving balance among the many

Gin and bear it with this
warm-weather spirit.

double dutch

Vintage Bols.

What’s old is new again: The latest gin trend.
Spirits fashion comes in cycles.
These days, Dutch-style genever – with its sweeter taste,
heady malt tones, and light opal
tint from mash fermentation –
is making a nascent comeback
both at home and abroad.

126

Amsterdam’s Lucas Bols, the
oldest distilled spirits brand in
the world, has just relaunched
its classic Bols Genever ($39),
an assertive spirit with minty,
malty notes and complex
flavors. In the United States,

Anchor Distilling in San Francisco makes Genevieve ($30),
a heady genever-style gin for
those who like their juniper in
powerful doses. These spirits
are best consumed neat or
shaken vigorously with ice.
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harmonic notes that gin presents to the palate is an art that separates the master distiller from the amateur.
American gin makers span the nation,
from San Francisco and the Pacific Northwest to Philadelphia and New York, with
new craft gins and new flavor profiles being
introduced with increasing frequency. So
next time you order a therapeutic martini,
skip the vodka and go straight for the gin.
It’s good medicine.

No. 209 Gin ($38)
A luxury-level libation with a soft juniper
nose and spicy notes of orris and angelica.
The brand was created by Leslie Rudd, owner of gourmet emporium Dean & DeLuca.

RECOMMENDED
AMERICAN CRAFT GINS

DH Krahn Gin ($27)
A virtual world tour in a bottle; its botanicals
include juniper berries from Italy, coriander
seed from Morocco, citrus from California,
and ginger from Thailand.

Aviation Gin ($30)
Made one batch at a time in a hand-built
still, this one is clean and aromatic. The
unique formula includes lavender and Indian sarsaparilla.

Rogue Spruce Gin ($36)
Made in Oregon and flavored with Pacific
Northwest spruce needles as well as cucumber, tangerine, and more traditional aromatics
such as angelica root and grains of paradise.

Ingredients in DH Krahn Gin span the globe.

Bluecoat American Dry Gin ($26)
Racy and light-textured. This Philadelphia
distiller’s hand-hammered copper-pot still
is the only one of its size and shape in the
world; the recipe calls for an extremely slow
heating of the mash, allowing full extraction
of the certified organic botanicals.

TRU2 Organic Gin ($35)
Smooth and forward with thick texture, tealike notes, and a hint of patchouli; the packaging is completely recyclable, and the company plants a tree for each bottle sold.
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WANDERLUST GLOBAL GOURMET

The Original Slow Food
En route to Valencia? Remember this: Real paella is worth the wait.

F
Perfection in a pan:
Shellfish paella.

128

or many Spanish families, pae lla
remains a custom and a staple. My motherin-law in Barcelona has prepared one
nearly every weekend for 40 years, and everything, it seems, passes through these meals –
it’s where you announce pregnancies, introduce
boyfriends, recommend books, and get all sorts
of advice. (I was so enamored with this tradition
that I wrote an entire book about it.) Luckily, visitors can find authenic versions of Spain’s most
emblematic dish outside of family homes.

If the best way to learn about something is to
go to its source, then the place to go to learn about
paella – and to eat true and truly good versions of
it – is Valencia and the Albufera lagoon.
In the eighth century, at the beginning of their
long rule on the Iberian peninsula, the Moors introduced rice into Spain. They planted it around
the Mediterranean city of Valencia, about three
hours south of Barcelona, including the marshy
edges of the Albufera, the freshwater lake just
south of the city. (The name comes from the

JEFF KOEHLER

BY JEFF KOeHLER
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I’m caught in the sparkling AMBER light

The Republic of

COLORS
What is the true color of the sun? You’ll find it in the warm
golden light of sunset as it shines over the water and in the
glowing amber jewelry that holds the secrets of pre-history.
Welcome to the sunny side where paradise begins. Come
to the Dominican Republic and find your true colors.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Visit us at GoDominicanRepublic.com
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Key elements:
Short-grain rice,
paella pans, and
location (Valencia).

Virgin Charter
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VIRGIN CHARTER, INC. DOES NOT OWN, MAINTAIN, CHARTER OR OPERATE AIRCRAFT. VIRGIN
CHARTER IS NOT A DIRECT OR INDIRECT AIR CARRIER. Virgin Charter is a travel information,
scheduling and transaction service. All advertised charter flight services are offered and
provided by third party Federally licensed direct air carriers. VIRGIN and the Virgin
Signature logo are trademarks of Virgin Enterprises Limited and are used under license.
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cooked vegetables, snails, and, on lucky
days, a rabbit or duck they had shot in the
fields, and then added water. Into this flavorful, simmered stock they sprinkled rice.
Once the rice was ready – the grains plump
with flavor but still firm, the liquid absorbed – they clustered around and ate directly from the pan with boxwood spoons.
(Who wanted to carry plates or cutlery to
the field? Or wash them?)
The superabsorbent short-grain Valencian rice is the key ingredient in paella. Rice
is the protagonist in the dish, and everything
is done to flavor it. Rice is merely a vehicle
that absorbs the flavors of the pan. Classic
Valencian paella – for some the only paella –
is still made with rabbit, chicken, snails, and
three kinds of green beans, and seasoned

50% Mag

With our best price
guarantee, your Virtuoso Travel
Advisor can get you the right private
jet flight at the lowest price.
Sound unbeatable? It is.

Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

A Knockout Deal:
guaranteed
lowest price on
private jets.
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19% Mag
1 9% Ye lo

50 % Blk

Arabic al-buhaira, “lake.”) When the Spanish king Jaume I of Aragón victoriously
entered the city in 1238 during the lengthy
Christian reconquista of Spain, he found
rice and rice cultivation. Today, Valencia is
a gleaming, bustling provincial capital of
800,000, while the rice fields that start just
a few miles away continue to flourish. The
silted-up edges of the Albufera, fringed with
rice paddies and cut with eel- and frogrich canals, today produce the finest and
most sought-after Spanish rice.
The roots of Spain’s most celebrated
dish lay with farmers who could not make
it home for lunch from the huertas – Valencia’s abundant produce gardens and citrus
groves – where they worked. In a wide, flat
pan over the cuttings of pruned trees, they
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with saffron and sweet pimentón (paprika),
though shellfish paellas are more common
these days, especially along the coast.
BUT FIndIng good PAEllA In A RESTAU-

rant remains elusive– even around Valencia.
Why? Paella is a dish that needs time, and
most restaurants take shortcuts that result
in bland, oversalted rice tinted unnaturally
bright yellow with artificial coloring.
There are, though, a handful of places that
refuse to compromise. Rice aficionados talk
about these in hushed tones. Not surprisingly, two of the best are in the Albufera.
One is Casa Salvador, a 59-year-old familyrun restaurant beside the sea in Cullera.
Casa Salvador’s key is this: The restaurant
has two kitchens. One kitchen, with 23

La Albufera’s
nature park.

You don’t just visit Europe...
You become a part of its natural beauty,
its cultural sophistication, and its spirit for life.
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CelebrityCentury

October 10, 17, 24 & 31; November 7, 14, 21, 2009

$749 *
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Extend your adventure
withada pages.
Celebrity Cruisetour.
These multi-night land journeys extend your trip while they expand the
adventure beyond the coastline.
Book by August 31, 2009 and receive $100 in savings.

For more information on cruises and cruisetours,
call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.
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*All prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise only and in U.S. dollars. The staterooms
available at this price are limited and are available only on select sailings. Itineraries and prices
are subject to change without notice. Government taxes and fees are additional. This offer is
not transferable. Savings are in U.S. dollars and are not redeemable for cash. This offer is valid
for NEW individual bookings only made July 1 - August 31, 2009. The offer cannot be used with
certain fares. This offer cannot be combined with any coupon, onboard credit offer, other savings
or sales promotion. Offer is applicable to Ocean View staterooms and above, unless otherwise
noted. Offer is subject to availability. Singles paying 200% are entitled to full face value. Discount
applies on a per stateroom basis, double occupancy. Certain restrictions apply. ©2009 Celebrity
Cruises Inc. Ships Registry: Malta. 09015032 • 05/2009
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WANDERLUST GLOBAL GOURMET
flaming burners, is dedicated solely to arroz
seco, “dry rice” (i.e., paella); the other kitchen is for everything else, from moist and
“soupy” rices to succulent seafood dishes.
The chef serves the classic paellas, but also

some stunning, and still very traditional,
variations, including my favorite: paella
de Reguerot with boneless duck, artichoke
hearts, leeks, and young, green garlic.
Another rice place held in the highest

Paella with rabbit
and artichokes.

esteem is Casa Carmina, located in El Saler.
Whereas Casa Salvador is full of light and
sea breezes, Casa Carmina is a noisy, small,
and always-crowded dining room. Carmina’s shellfish paella is exquisite, but many
rice foodies make the pilgrimage to eat
the legendary arròs amb fesols i naps, an
earthy, almost lusty moist rice with white
beans and turnips and flavored by plenty
of pig’s ear. Technically not a paella – the
cooking process is similar, but the pan and
the final texture of the rice are different –
it’s highly recommended.
If you order rice at either of these places,
be prepared to wait. Ask for some grilled langoustines or, if you’re adventurous, the celebrated local specialty all i pebre (eels from
the Albufera in a tomato sauce rich with
garlic and pepper) to start – and, of course,
a bottle of wine, preferably something from
Bodegas Enrique Mendoza in neighboring
Alicante. (As Spaniards say, “Rice is born in
water, but dies in wine.”)
The wait for good paella is worth it. Or
rather: If you don’t have to wait, then it’s
probably not worth it.

Rice Route

Tips for a successful paella peregrination.
Iberia offers flights to Valencia via
Madrid from several U.S. cities.

STAY
Head for the 135-room Westin
Valencia. Housed in a gorgeous
historic art deco building dating
from 1917, it’s centrally located and
within walking distance of most
of the city’s highlights. The hotel
has a 9,150-square-foot Caroli
Wellness Center with gym, therapy
pool, sauna, hammam, and eight
treatment rooms. Doubles from
$654, including breakfast.

EAT
In the Albufera Casa Salvador
offers a long list of unforgettable
paellas and other rice dishes.
The breezy terrace is unbeatable

132

for a leisurely lunch. L’Estany de
Cullera, Cullera; 34-96/172-0136;
casasalvador.com.
Also in the Albufera, Casa Carmina,
with its celebrated rices, has only
a dozen or so tables. Reservations
are essential. Embarcadero, 4, El
Saler; 34-96/183-0254.

Sumsi, 4, Valencia; 34-96/373-2949;
restaurantetorrijos.com.
When you’ve had enough rice and
are craving delicious, straightforward local tapas, try the 173-yearold Bodega casa Montaña in Va-

lencia’s salty fishermen’s quarter,
El Cabanyal. Don’t miss the salt
cod croquettes with pine nuts or
the ajoarriero, a cold pureed garlic
and potato dip. José Benlliure, 69,
Valencia; 34-96/367-2314; emiliano
bodega.com.

In the city of Valencia you can eat
excellent paellas directly from
the pan with a wooden spoon at
Casa Roberto. Maestro Gozalbo, 19,
Valencia; 34-96/395-1361.
For sublime modern takes on local
rice dishes, try chef Josep Quintana’s cooking at Torrijos. Rice
with guinea fowl and porcini mushrooms or with red crab and chanterelles will dazzle any diner. Doctor

Torrijos gives rice the
modern treatment.

(PAELLA) JEFF KOEHLER

GETTING THERE
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Hong Kong, renowned for its unique culinary

The Ultimate Taste of Hong Kong (from $1945*)

hot & tangy Chinese specialties, savory

exclusive accommodations at The Peninsula in a Grand Deluxe Harbor View Room

heritage boasting the freshest seafoods,

Dim Sum snacks and more, invites you to

feast in 2009. Indulge your senses in all
Hong Kong has to offer. Once you live it,
you’ll love it! DiscoverHongKong.com/usa

Spend three nights exploring the culinary and cultural wonders of Hong Kong. Enjoy
with daily breakfast. Get acquainted with the city on a sampan ride to explore life

in a fishing village, experience the ultimate craft of Dim Sum making followed by a
sumptuous lunch at The Peninsula’s Spring Moon Kitchen, and sip cocktails on an

evening harbor cruise as the ‘Symphony of Lights’ illuminates the skyline. Private
airport transfers complete this indulgent sampling of Hong Kong.

For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Terms and Conditions: *Prices are per person/twin share in USD and are valid for travel between 7/1/09-12/17/09.
Hotels and touring remain subject to availability. Conditions apply. Call for airfare to complete this package, or to fully
customize an itinerary. All travel must be completed by 12/17/09.
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WANDERLUST WELL TRAVELED

The Motion
of the Ocean
From medications
to meditation,
here’s how to stay
balanced.
By Deborah Abrams Kaplan
ILLUSTRATIONS by LEIGH WELLS

N

othing ruins a trip faster

than seasickness. With lurching waves often come an uneasy stomach, cold sweats, and
dizziness. It’s not surprising, then, that
the word “nausea” comes from the Greek
word for ship, naus. But motion sickness
isn’t limited to boats. Unlucky travelers
also experience it in planes, trains, and
automobiles – anyplace their sense of balance is interrupted.
Fortunately, an array of options to prevent this malady exist, from prescription

medications to mindful meditation. The
time to prepare is before you even start
packing – so read on.

Over-the-Counter Medications
What THEY ARE: The simplest medical
treatments are also the best known: the
antihistamines Bonine (meclizine) and
Dramamine (dimenhydrinate).
What they do: Their mild sedative effect
helps reduce the central nervous system’s
activity.
DosAGE: Take these medications at least an

Can’t fight that
(queasy) feeling
anymore? Focus
on the horizon and
remember the tips
in this article.

134
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Explore

the world in style with Princess .

®

ExclusivE OFFER:

Receive up to

$50
7-day Eastern Caribbean Cruise
Emerald Princess | Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale
®

14-day Caribbean Collection Cruise
Grand Princess | Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale
®

10-day new Zealand Cruise
dawn Princess | Roundtrip Melbourne
®

onboaRd
CREdIT†

balcony fares from

$1,199

*

balcony fares from

$2,399

*

balcony fares from

$2,529

*

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to plan your complete getaway today!

*Fares in USD, per person, based on double occupancy, cruise only, subject to availability, and capacity controlled. $2539 fare is based on category BD Dawn Princess, 12/16/09. $1199 fare is based on category BG,
Emerald Princess 12/20/09. $2399 fare is based on category BF, Grand Princess 12/21/09. Government fees and taxes of up to $137.32 per person are additional. Princess reserves the right to impose a fuel
supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. †$50 maximum onboard credit is per cabin, based on
double occupancy. See applicable Princess brochure for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Other restrictions may apply. ©2009 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.
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Class

WANDERLUST WELL TRAVELED

When Jena’s friend Pat fell in Greece,
her husband was unable to accompany
her back to New York. But to ensure her
comfort, Medjet let Jena join her instead.
“Medjet is a no-brainer as far as I’m
concerned. Travel is my business; I
travel almost constantly and I wouldn’t
go on a trip without them. I’ve seen
Medjet in action and it’s like having
\family take care of you.” Jena adds she
recently purchased Medjet memberships
for her employees who travel as well. “It
just gives me, as an employer, peace of
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hour before needed. Dramamine lasts four to
six hours, while Bonine works for up to a day.
Bonine comes in a chewable tablet, while Dramamine is a small pill.
Pros: These inexpensive over-the-counter
medications are readily available at drugstores internationally.
Cons: They’re not as strong as some prescription treatments. Side effects include
drowsiness and dry mouth.
Cost: Less than $6 for 12 tablets.

What it does: It contains chemicals that
counteract side effects such as nausea and
cold sweats.
dosaGe: Place the small circular patch behind your ear, and leave it there for up to
three days.
Pros: It’s long-lasting, and there are no pills
to swallow.
Cons: You might experience drowsiness, dry
mouth, or blurred vision.
Cost: About $60 for a box of four patches.

Transderm Scop Patch
What it is: One of the most common motion sickness prescriptions is the “patch,”
or Transderm Scop (scopolamine).

Valium
What it is: Most people don’t think of Valium
(diazepam) as a motion sickness treatment,
but severe sufferers should consider it.

Tips AND TRicKs

How to manage – or better yet, avoid – motion sickness.
When booking a cruise ship
cabin, opt for a room with a
view – preferably a balcony.
Seeing the sky provides the
brain with more visual stimuli.

As a MedjetAssist member, if you are ever
hospitalized 150 miles or more from home, Medjet
will provide medical transportation to the hospital
of your choice at no additional cost.

Short-Term rates start at just $95 and
Annual rates as low as $250.
For more information, contact your preferred
Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Before your trip, get a
mindfulness CD with guided
imagery or self-hypnosis. Use
the techniques before or during
the journey.
Instead of medicine, try
breathing and relaxation
techniques. At the start of a trip,
breathe in for four counts, hold
the breath for seven, and then exhale for eight counts. Repeat the
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series four times. This yoga-type
breath focuses your awareness.

system, such as vegetables
and protein.

Avoid alcohol while traveling, since it suppresses the
inner ear and makes balance
problems worse.

Stay away from strong smells,
such as those coming from a
bathroom, boat motor, or even
the kitchen. Strong odors can
trigger nausea.

Keep your eyes facing forward, on the horizon.
Get fresh air, whether
through an open window or
by sitting outside.
Avoid fatty or greasy foods;
instead eat lighter fare that
passes quickly through your

If you start feeling sick,
concentrate on something
else to keep your mind otherwise occupied.
If others are getting sick,
ignore them or move to a different spot so you can will yourself
through your symptoms.
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What it does: A sedative, Valium is effective

in blocking the inner ear’s motion center.
dosaGe: Expect a dose ranging from two to

five milligrams, which should be enough to
knock out the symptoms without knocking
you out as well.
Pros: It’s stronger than other medications.
Cons: You’ll need to get a prescription before the trip, since Valium isn’t something
a cruise physician will likely prescribe for
you, says George Shorago, a Californiabased otolaryngologist. Most users can tolerate the two- to five-milligram dose, but
the sedative effect means that some might
snooze through the cruise. Plus, Valium can
be addictive.
Cost: About $2 per pill for a two-milligram
Valium tablet or 40 cents per pill for the generic version.

Ginger
What it is: Ginger is a natural remedy that
has been used for millennia.
What it does: Ginger’s natural chemicals are
thought to combat nausea and vomiting.
dosaGe: Take one to four grams of powdered ginger in capsule form or just follow
the directions on the bottle. If you’re using fresh ginger, steep a few slices in boiling water for ten minutes, then drink it.
As for ginger ale, don’t bother with most
commercial brands, since they contain little, if any, natural ginger.
Pros: Fresh ginger is readily available at the
grocery store, and the powdered supplements don’t require a prescription.
Cons: Its effectiveness is debated, and herbal supplements aren’t regulated by the FDA.
Cost: A bottle of ginger capsules costs $10.
Gingerroot is less than $3 per pound.

Voyages of Discovery aboard the Clipper Odyssey
If the remote corners of the planet call to your inner-wanderer, then sail aboard
the Clipper Odyssey with Zegrahm Expeditions. This ideal luxury expedition vessel,
carrying only 110-passengers, provides personal, educational travel experiences in
unspoiled and seldom-visited destinations.
On voyages ranging from 14 to 18 days, explore the rich marine environments of
French Polynesia, New Zealand’s Sub-Antarctic Islands, and New Guinea. Discover
the biodiversity of Indonesia’s islands and highlands in Sulawesi, Komodo, Bali,
and Borneo. And step ashore in lands teeming with ancient and mystical cultures
from traditional Asmat villages to exquisite Hindu temples, and markets filled with
silks, spices, and hand-carved sculptures.
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Africa, Like Never Before!
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered
in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

As a designated travel partner of the Jane Goodall Institute, Natural
There are NO FOLIOS
Habitat Adventures is proud
offer a unique
opportunity to celebrate
forto
1/2-page
ad pages.
Dr. Jane Goodall’s remarkable 50-year career and achievements in research
and conservation. Join us and a select group of travelers in 2010 on
an unprecedented adventure to remote sites most tourists never see
and trace the path of Dr. Goodall’s journey – from the
Serengeti plains to the tropical dry forest of Gombe.
2010 Dates: Jan. 28 - Feb. 8 & Aug. 1 – 12

Acupressure Band
What it is: This elastic bracelet, which looks
like a thin sweatband, has a plastic button
you position on the inner wrist.
What it does: The button stimulates the P6,
or Nei-Kuan, acupuncture point, on which
traditional Chinese healers focus to relieve
nausea and vomiting.
dosaGe: Place one band on each wrist before
beginning your trip.
Pros: It’s external and inexpensive.
Cons: Its effectiveness is debated.
Cost: Less than $10 a pair at drugstores.

with the Nature People

© Michael Neugebauer
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Call your Virtuoso travel specialist for reservations.
Dr. Goodall does not handle wild chimps. This orphan chimpanzee lives at an Institute sanctuary.
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WANDERLUST GREAT OUTDOORS

Zip It
Soar among the treetops for a fast-paced thrill.
By richelle thomson

Birthplace of zipline
tours: Costa Rica.

138

neophytes pad behind our guide to the morning’s first elevating experience:
a 300-foot-long suspension bridge. Knees quaking, we clip on our first zipline and step off the platform, breath exhaling in a whoosh! Sunlight bursts
through the branches of eucalyptus, koa, and ohia trees, while the kikuyu and pangola grasses become a green-brown blur below. By the middle of the ride, any lingering trepidation blows away and the whooping starts. Everyone lands on the platform
below sporting the same goofy grin.
Originally used in military training exercises, ziplines have been around since at
least the 1960s, but it wasn’t until 1992’s Medicine Man, starring Sean Connery, that
ziplining hit the mainstream. Outfitters in Costa Rica and Mexico soon gave tourists
the chance to soar through areas formerly just for the birds. Today, dozens of commercial ziplines crisscross the globe.
How do they work? A pulley, attached to a cable mounted on an incline, whizzes
the rider from a higher platform to a lower one. Cable height ranges from a tame 30
feet to more than 900 soaring feet aloft. If you like roller coasters, you’ll love this
safe-yet-thrilling treetop adventure. Here are a few of our favorites.

Liane Cary/age fotostock

S

neakers crunch on the gravel path as a half-dozen aerial
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Dreaming of Down Under
with

The ultimate view, Sydney

Island bliss, Great Barrier Reef

Swain

The ultimate retreat, Kangaroo Island

Search no more for THE idyllic, dream-like experience in Australia – this is it! Start in the magical Great Barrier Reef with a

four-night stay at an extraordinary resort on a breathtaking island designed to relax the mind yet completely spoil the senses.
From the sun, sand and sea, to Sydney! For three nights, this iconic city will delight, excite and indulge the senses as the harbor waters lap against the immaculate and famed Opera House and her glistening sails.

Next, it’s time to get wild with a visit to Kangaroo Island – Australia’s take on the Galapagos. Native wildlife abounds, and
breathtaking views fill your mind – and your camera’s memory card. Your accommodation for the next three nights floats atop
a secluded cliff on a rugged stretch of coast, commanding unrivaled views of the wild Southern Ocean and pristine wilderness.
From here, venture to the cultural capital – Melbourne, where clanging trams, high-end fashion, and countless eateries and
coffee houses line the streets that blend timeless architecture with new-age sophistication. Stay in a residential retreat in the
chic suburb of South Yarra – three nights here will feel like a lifestyle change, rather than a vacation.
$5,999* includes all distinct, luxury accommodation for 14 days, internal Australia flights, private touring,
most meals, transfers and, of course, plenty of personal touches you will love!

Swain has consistently been voted 'Top Travel Specialist' by Condé Nast Traveler and is a proud member of the World
Travel & Tourism Council. Swain is a family owned company celebrating 22 years of arranging customized vacations
for the most discerning travelers.

For more details or to make reservations,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
*Prices are per person, twin/double share in USD and exclude international airfare. Based on travel
between 7/1/09 and 10/19/09. Internal Australia flights impose strict luggage restrictions. Call for details. All travel must be completed by 10/19/09. Conditions apply. CST#2012413-20
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WANDERLUST GREAT OUTDOORS
Bridging the fear
factor in Maui.

Maui, Hawaii
Adrenaline rush: Moderate
Highlights: Five ziplines, including Hawaii’s
newest and longest; a three-mile course
Fly from 600 feet to a tame 42 feet at
speeds of up to 40 miles per hour. Scramble
over Piiholo Ranch Zipline’s Tango Tower,
a multistation climbing and ropes course,
then relax at the Treehouse, with its unparalleled photo ops. You may even spot axis
deer, wild boar, and nene geese, the state
bird. There’s a nature tour for nonzippers.
$190; 808/572-1717; piiholozipline.com.
Turrubares, Costa Rica
Adrenaline rush: Moderate
Highlights: Eight ziplines, including the
Superman-style “Sensational Cable”
The birthplace of ziplining, Costa Rica’s
rain forests provide the ideal backdrop for
a zipline experience. Commune with monkeys high above the forest floor at the nearly

140

600-acre Turu Ba Ri Tropical Park; its new
Superman-style (belly down, arms out)
Sensational Cable zips at speeds reaching 50
mph. $80; 11-506/2250-0705; turubari.com.

Taking in South
Lake Tahoe.

Hoonah, Alaska
Adrenaline rush: High
Highlights: 60 mph, 5,330 feet in 90 seconds, 300 feet high
At Icy Strait Point, near Glacier Bay National Park, the United States’ longest zipline gives you ample time to watch the
cruise ships anchored in Port Frederick
morph from miniature to full size. More
thrill ride than nature tour, ZipRider’s six
side-by-side cables drop an eye-watering
1,300 vertical feet to the shoreline. $99;
907/945-3141; icystraitpoint.com.
Whistler, British Columbia, Canada
Adrenaline rush: Mild and wild
Highlights: Ten ziplines up to 2,000 feet

VIRTUOSO LIFE
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• Visit Mundo Maya , wh ere histor y com es alive •

Live the Magic of

Mundo
Maya

White sands and still-wild forests. Gushing waterfalls and giant whale sharks. Wondrous mountains and world-renowned
archeological sites. Welcome to Mundo Maya, a region that spans Mexico’s southern tip and offers ultra-luxe resorts and spas.
Book Virtuoso approved properties through your Virtuoso travel advisor and receive extra amenities such as a free upgrade
upon arrival, buffet breakfast, early check-in and late check-out, complimentary spa treatments, or dinner for two.
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WANDERLUST GREAT OUTDOORS
Whistling through Whistler.
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Journey to
the Great
Apes
Call your Virtuoso
travel specialist for
reservations.
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long and 200 feet high, two challenge levels,
speeds up to 50 mph
Climb cedar walkways to elaborately
constructed platforms, where absorbing
the breathtaking scenery will help you overcome any knee-knocking jitters. Minutes
above Whistler Village, in a valley between
Whistler and Blackcomb mountains, Ziptrek Ecotours’ Bear Tour provides plenty of
stimulation for beginners, while the Eagle
Tour’s 20-story drops fuel adrenaline junkies. Guides encourage you to fulfill the ultimate zipline fantasy: an upside-down view
of the river far below. Operates year-round.
$99-$119; 604/935-0001 or 866/935-0001; zip
trek.com.

South Lake Tahoe, California
Adrenaline rush: Moderate
Highlights: Race your buddy at 50 mph
down twin 3,325-foot cables
The year-old Heavenly Flyer at Heavenly
142

Mountain bills itself as the longest zipline
in the Lower 48. The adventure begins with
a 2.4-mile gondola ride to 9,156 feet; then
the Tamarack Express ski lift takes you to
the zipline deck. Buckle in and buzz along
a 3,325-foot cable over the ski slopes, clocking speeds of up to 50 mph as you drop 525
vertical feet in just over a minute. $40, plus
gondola fare; 775/586-7000; skiheavenly.com.

Suncity, South Africa
Adrenaline rush: Wild
Highlights: World’s longest and fastest zipline, reaching speeds of 100 mph
The Bokomo ProNutro Zip 2000 (called a
“foefie slide” in Africa) starts from a height
of 918 feet and carries riders 1.2 miles at
speeds up to 100 mph. But that’s not all: For
an extra thrill, book a “bombing run” – you
and your pals compete to see who can drop
their “bomb” nearest the bull’s-eye. $30;
27-14/557-1544-3382; zip2000.co.za.
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Make a reservation to drive off in style.
The Hertz Prestige Collection allows you to reserve the exact make and model
you want, like the Infiniti G35. It’s the perfect marriage of style and performance, with
an interior that leaves a good impression and an engine that leaves others in the dust. And
®
since it comes equipped with NeverLost, Hertz’ in-car satellite navigation system, powered
by Magellan GPS, it’s easy to find your way to excitement. To reserve this or any of the luxury

Ju
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a
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m

vehicles included in the Hertz Prestige Collection, call your Virtuoso travel advisor. Spend your
®
vacation driving in elegance. Let Hertz put you in the driver’s seat.

AD XXXXX
® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. © 2009 Hertz System, Inc.

Adventure in the Colorado aspens.

Rockwood, Colorado
Adrenaline rush: Moderate
Highlights: 28-platform course, 1.2 miles of
cable, heights up to 560 feet
Accessed via a two-hour ride on the steampowered Durango & Silverton Railroad,
Soaring Tree Top Adventures, located on a
180-acre retreat, begins at lower elevations
and gradually climbs into the treetops. One
of the best lines zips riders high above groves
of ponderosa pine and aspen before crossing
the Animas River. $329, including round-trip
train fare, lunch, and a five-hour canopy tour;
970/769-2357; soaringcolorado.com.

Prestige Collection vehicles available at select major market locations in the U.S. and Canada. Not all vehicles available in
all locations.

If BLEED, make it fit and center in the
DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed with
bleed on all sides for balance when imported.
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Victoria Falls, Zambia
Adrenaline rush: Off the charts
Highlights: 440 feet of cable over a 250-foot
gorge; free-falling, nose-diving, and more
The Zambezi Whoopee Slide is a zipline
on steroids. Take a running leap and glide
1,150 feet across Batoka Gorge and the Zambezi River’s Class IV rapids. But wait, the
thrill’s not over: The Gorge Swing free-falls
160 feet, then swings like Tarzan before
being gently lowered to the ground. If your
inner daredevil still isn’t satisfied, try the
mind-blowing, face-forward Rap Jump.
$75, half day, $85, full day; 260/213-321188; the
zambeziswing.com.
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OUT_JUL_RFP.indd
28966
Virtuoso pages 143
with ads.indd 143

143

6/10/09
6/8/09 5:49:05
9:56:51 PM
AM

WANDERLUST CRUISE CALL
THE

T
D
SURVEY

Home Sweet Ship
There’s one ship where the world cruise –
your top pick for the trip of a lifetime – never has to end.

A
Back porch of your dreams:
The World’s aft deck.

144

By JASON OLIVER NIXON

pproaching the candy-colored harbor in Hamilton, Bermuda,

ResidenSea’s The World fills the horizon, rising above the wharf like a
Richard Meier-crafted confection towering over the pink-and-green
surroundings. Sleek, white, and 12 stories tall – its facade all cascading
balconies, sparkling glass, and clean lines – the cruise ship resembles a supersize
yacht. However, The World is no typical passenger liner. This floating condominium
houses, on average, 150 to 200 nomadic residents, who inhabit apartments ranging
from cozy 337-square-foot studios to palatial 3,242-square-foot multibedroom flats
complete with modern kitchens, dining rooms, multiple bathrooms, and shuffleboard-length verandas. And then there’s the handful of nonowning residents who,
like me, have booked a minimum six-night stay in any of the 50 or so apartments
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WANDERLUST CRUISE CALL
The World spends multiple
nights in most ports of call.

within the rental pool.
The advantages of cruising on The World:
multiple nights in most ports of call, the
freedom to embark and disembark at will,
and an ever-changing itinerary that gives
passengers access to less-frequented ports.
Cases in point: this August and September’s
foray into the Bering Sea, which includes
stops in Nome, Alaska, and PetropavlovskKamchatskiy, Russia; and November’s exploration of Papua New Guinea.
So what is it like coming home to The
World, regardless of whether the ship is
docked in Sydney or Santorini? Martha
Turner, the owner of a Houston-area residential real estate company, who has resided
on The World with her husband since 2004,
says, “Walking aboard the ship, we feel like
children returning home after a journey –
comforted by the familiar surroundings and
excited to see our friends, the smiling staff,
and our apartment.”
Originally designed by sought-after talents
such as Nina Campbell and Juan Pablo Mo-

DOING IT In addition to calling in the Pacific
Northwest this month, The World will sail to
Alaska, Asia (including a maiden call in Seoul),
and Australia this year. From $1,400 per night
(six-night minimum), including meals, select beverages, port charges, and gratuities.
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High seas, high style:
An onboard residence.

lyneux, the apartments now reflect the distinct sensibilities and styles of their owners. I
checked into a two-bedroom suite, bigger than
many Manhattan apartments, with a large living area looking out onto the long balcony.
The kitchen boasted a Liebherr refrigerator,
sleek range, cappuccino maker, dishwasher,
garbage disposal, ice machine, and a stacked
washing machine hidden behind contemporary pale wood paneling. Dark wood built-ins
filled with African masks and fertility statues
wrapped the living room and toned down the
birch-printed wallpaper that covered the residence’s walls. The two bathrooms featured
(as all residences do) Molton Brown amenities; one had a stand-alone jetted bathtub and
a shower. A state-of-the-art entertainment
system rounded out the dwelling.
The rest of the surroundings are equally
inviting. The art-filled public spaces include restaurants for every taste and mood;
among the choices are a deli-cum-market
where guests can order a salad as they shop
for staples to fill their en-suite kitchens, a
steakhouse, a lacquered pan-Asian eatery, a
poolside café, and an intimate haute cuisine
dining room that’s often overseen by wellknown visiting chefs. There’s also a full-size
tennis court, children’s playhouse, dropdown marina, and two pools. Add to these
an Asian-inspired spa, a nightclub, a library,
meeting rooms, a theater, a cigar bar, various bars and lounges, a gym, a golf simulator,

lectures, movies, dancing, and shore excursions. Overseeing it all are the staff members,
who greet residents and guests by name,
book reservations at must-visit restaurants
in port, take 3 am room service orders, fluff
pillows, and even prepare five-course dinners in residential kitchens with ingredients
picked up in that day’s port of call.
The ship’s atmosphere is clubby: Residents mingle at breakfast and dinner and
compare notes on grandchildren and adventures they’ve had since they were last
aboard. There’s lots of air-kissing and tablehopping. Everyone seems to know each other, but outsiders who make an effort will be
greeted warmly and perhaps invited to one
of the cocktail parties that the residents often host both onboard and in port. Guests
take note: You won’t find the typically bustling public spaces of a standard cruise ship
here. With a limited number of residents,
you can easily find yourself the only diner in
the marketplace.
Ultimately, The World is a floating village,
a community with the amenities, services,
and activities that you would expect from a
high-end cruise line. Martha Turner sums
up the experience: “When we look out from
our veranda, the view is never the same – it
might be a romantic port on the French Riviera or tiny village in China. We can explore
the whole world without ever having to leave
our home.”
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discover the

Biggest Mountain
of Mexico

in

Puebla

Visit the historic city centre, awarded World Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO, and tour Cholula, home of the
largest pyramid and the world’s largest monument. Built from the 3rd century B.C. To the 9th century A.C.,
the pyramid houses five miles of tunnels excavated by archaeologists. The Church of Our Lady of he Remedies,
built by the Spaniards in 1594, sits on top of it, and it is a major pilgrimage site.
Puebla is home to a number of Tesoros de México hotels. Attention to detail, regional charm, and high-quality
customer service all create the ultimate vacation spot where visitors can truly relax and soak in the local ambiance.
7 nights including roundtrip Mexico City airport transfers, breakfast and taxes.
Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor for details about one of these Tesoros de Puebla.

w w w . V i s i t M ex i c o . c o m

VL52_Puebla_CS4.indd 1

6/10/09 11:41 AM

BIG SHOT

CHINA

Add this to your list:
A short walk along the
Great Wall.

148

WHAT Witness to more than 25 centuries of history, China’s Great Wall has served not only
as a patrol post for millions of Ming-era soldiers, but also as the catwalk for Fendi’s spring 2008
collection; a marathon racecourse; building material for Mao-era farmers, who were encouraged to
use its bricks to construct homes; and an iconic destination for travelers. WHERE The wall spans
about 4,000 miles between Lop Nur in the west and Shanhaiguan in the east. The most popular
viewpoint is about 50 miles northwest of Beijing at Badaling, while the remote Jinshanling section,
75 miles northeast of the city, sees less traffic. HOW Walk the wall at Jinshanling during Absolute
Travel’s private 13-day jaunt through China. Departures: Multiple dates through 2009; from $6,950.

Tao Images/AGEFOTOSTOCK
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What’s your
RETURN on LIFE ?
TM

Ask the advisors at any
Virtuoso afﬁliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even
yourself is your most valuable investment. To ensure you’re spending
it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge, expertise, and
connections around the globe to design your custom travel experiences.
There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

Virtuoso
www.virtuoso.com

Contact us today to reach an expert advisor at
one of the 300+ travel agencies in the Virtuoso network.
(866) 401-7974 or travel@virtuoso.com

