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WELCOME 
TO AUSTRALIA

As we navigate toward a brighter future, we look to 

places that spark wonder and human connection. 

Let Australia, and this special guide, serve as inspira-

tion. We welcome you to explore our vibrant cities, some of the 

world’s top beaches, plentiful marine life, and the wild Outback 

that compels travelers of all stripes to visit. Whenever you’re 

ready to set off on your next adventure, your Virtuoso travel 

advisor and Australia will be waiting. 

We Aussies have great mates around the world, and we’re a 

resilient and optimistic bunch. It’s a spirit we’re eager to share 

with everyone who visits. In every corner of Australia, you’ll 

find experiences and attractions sure to deliver one of the most 

memorable holidays you’ve ever had. Take this moment to day-

dream and keep your wanderlust alive. From Broome’s Cable 

Beach to the Northern Territory’s wild, expansive Kakadu, from 

the Daintree Rainforest to Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, when 

the time is right, Australia will still be the beautiful, awe-inspiring 

destination you’ve been dreaming of. We hope to welcome you 

with a “G’day” down under soon.

A
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Welcome

Prime-Time Australia
SUMMER
December through February 
AVERAGE TEMPS: 82 to 96 degrees 
BEST TIME TO: Make the most of the 
spectacular coastline and outdoor 
activities. Sunbathe on Sydney’s 
beaches (try white-sand Bondi Beach), 
hike Tasmania’s Bay of Fires, and  
follow the seafood trail in South  
Australia’s Eyre Peninsula.
NEED TO KNOW: It’s the Northern Terri-
tory’s tropical summer (hot and hu-
mid, with dramatic lightning storms). 
Inland Australia (the Outback) can 
reach temps of over 100 degrees.

FALL
March through May
AVERAGE TEMPS: 66 to 76 degrees
BEST TIME TO: Hit harvest festivals in 
places such as the Yarra Valley near 
Melbourne and the Clare Valley out-
side Adelaide. Nature lovers should 
head to the Northern Territory’s Litch-
field National Park. Sports fans can 
catch Formula 1 racing in Melbourne 
and World Surf League Championship 
events at Bells Beach in Victoria.
NEED TO KNOW: Don’t make your itinerary 
too localized; it’s a great time to tour 
from coast to coast. 

WINTER
June through August
AVERAGE TEMPS: 57 to 67 degrees
BEST TIME TO: Explore the Outback with 
gusto – from Darwin and the Uluru 
monolith to Queensland’s cavernous 
gorges – and snorkel and scuba dive 
on the Great Barrier Reef. Victoria’s 
ski slopes are in top form, and the 
Blue Mountains celebrate “Christmas 
in July.” 
NEED TO KNOW: Winters can be quite 
cold in the south of the country, so if 
you want a warm vacation, head to 
Queensland and the Northern Territory.

When to go where, what to do, and tips to keep in mind. 
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Victoria’s Twelve Apostles.

Do You 
Speak 
’Straya?
A guide to decoding  
Aussie slang.

AUSSIE: What Australians call  
themselves (the ‘ss’ is pronounced 
as ‘zz’)
BARBIE: A grill – likely sizzling  
with prawns, steak, and  
sausages (“snags”) 
BEAUT: Great
BONZA: Excellent, the best
BREKKIE: Breakfast

BUCKLEY’S: No chance
BUDGIE SMUGGLERS: Speedo swimsuits
COZZIE: Swimsuit

FAIR DINKUM: Real, authentic
FOOTY: Australian Rules football
GALAH: A ridiculous person

HARD YAKKA: Hard work
MIDDY AND SCHOONER: Measures of beer
NO WORRIES: Used as confirmation of 
a request or in response to being 
thanked
ONYA: Congratulations
PASH: A passionate kiss
RIPPER: Great, fantastic, excellent
SHEILA: A female
STREWTH: An exclamation  
for emphasis

TA: Thank you
THONGS: Flip-flops – considered  
national footwear
TINNIE: A can of beer (a bottle is  
a stubby)
WOOP WOOP: In the middle of nowhere

“That brekkie  
was bonza.

“Don’t be 
a galah.

“I’m a fair dinkum  
Aussie, mate.

“Strewth
it’s hot!

SPRING
September through November
AVERAGE TEMPS: 75 to 82 degrees
BEST TIME TO: Witness the best of nature, 
from Canberra’s verdant Floriade 
festival to the wildflowers and wineries 
of Western Australia’s Margaret River. 
Catch the tail end of the humpback 
whale migration and dolphins in south-
ern Queensland and Byron Bay, New 
South Wales.
NEED TO KNOW: Visit the Outback early to 
mid-spring – Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park (home to Alice Springs and kan-
garoos) heats up by the week.
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OUT & ABOUT
Melbourne’s laid-back city center is 
chock-full of street art, coffee roasters, 
and independent boutiques – you can 
easily while away whole days explor-
ing neighborhoods such as St Kilda, 
Carlton, and Fitzroy. Check out Centre 
Place for cheap eats, Hosier Lane for 

street art, and Hardware Lane for a 
glass of something tasty. 

Named the world’s most liveable city 
more times than you can count on one 
hand, Melbourne is a sporting mecca 
with a rich calendar of events and a 
thriving bar and restaurant scene. 

Plan early to experience tourna-
ments and competitions, from the 
Australian Open and F1 Australian 
Grand Prix to the Melbourne Cup 
Carnival horse race and Boxing Day 
Test cricket match. Then, make sure 
to discover the city’s hidden laneway 
and rooftop bars, local designers, 

City Guide: Melbourne

Melbourne Sets the Table 
This culture powerhouse thrills with galleries, grandstand sporting events, and some seriously good caffeine.
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Melbourne’s AAMI Park stadium  
and (right) Asian-inspired dishes at 

Chin Chin on Flinders Lane.

varied landscapes are easily accessible 
as day trips from the city.

TABLE TALK 
Thanks to Melbourne’s multifaceted 
heritage, you can find Italian food  
on Carlton’s Lygon Street, slurp 
freshly shucked $1 oysters at South 
Melbourne Market, sip third-wave 
coffee in boho Fitzroy, and taste 
celebrated pan-Asian and modern 
Australian dishes on Flinders Lane, 
one of the city’s most iconic streets. 
Melbourne is famous for its Japanese 
dining, including the popular omakase 
menus at Minamishima, Wagyu sliders 
at Ichi Ni Nana, and Ippudo’s Hakata-
style creamy ramen.

tucked-away restaurants and lively 
sidewalk cafés. 

Victoria in general offers a wealth of 
diverse experiences and attractions. 
Travelers discover sweeping coastlines, 
rugged yet pristine beaches, national 
parks, and forests teeming with wildlife. 
Mountains beckon with opportunities 
to ski, climb, and hike, while wineries 
and natural spas offer comfortable 
retreats. Best of all, most of Victoria’s 

ABSOLUTE MUST-DO
For savvy shoppers, Melbourne is a 
playground. Hunt for art and design 
talent in Fitzroy’s Rose Street Artists’ 
Market, or browse eclectic finds and 
fashion cult classics amid Flinders 
Lane’s endless boutiques. 

INSIDER’S SECRET
Many of Melbourne’s best culinary 
finds hide from view above street level; 
during the summer months, locals 
converge to eat and drink on rooftops 
across the city. Join them at Spanish 
restaurant/bar Bomba (check out the 
respectable vermouth menu) and  
hidden Collingwood cocktail gem 
Above Board.

Melbourne Sets the Table 
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City Guide: Melbourne

WHAT CAN YOU SHARE ABOUT  
YOUR NEXT PROJECT?
I’ve spent some time in Europe and 
love it. The new restaurant concept 
will be a grand European cocktail bar 
and dining room set in the stunning 
1920s-style Cavendish House: invit-
ing and comfortable, with elegant 
touches of leather, marble, and brass. 
The cocktail bar will anchor the heart 
of the restaurant with clean, classic 
cocktails, and the à la carte menu will 
pull inspiration from Italian, French, 
Spanish, and British cuisine. 

STANDOUT EXAMPLES OF THE  
CITY’S CULINARY DIVERSITY:
Flower Drum (Cantonese), Tipo 00 
(Italian), Minamishima (Japanese), and 
Abla’s (Lebanese).

WHY MELBOURNE?
Melbourne is a well-ordered city built 
on a grid system, with beautiful sites 
and greenery. It has an incredible arts 
and culture scene and some of the 
best food in Australia. It’s the gateway 
to the coast and countryside, and is a 
one-hour drive to Victoria’s finest winer-
ies, regional restaurants, farms, and 
seaside towns and beaches.

WHAT SETS ITS DINING  
SCENE APART?
The population is so diverse that 
the variety of cuisines each remains 
authentically individual, but it has also 
informed a kind of “Australian-style” 
menu that pulls from different global 
influences. Oh, and we probably have 
the best coffee in the world.

Chef Andrew McConnell has the city 
of Melbourne in his bones. Born and 
raised there before setting off for 
cooking posts in London, Chicago, 
Hong Kong, and other culinary 
capitals, McConnell returned to 
Australia in 2001 and has since 
launched eight restaurants that have 
shaped Melbourne’s culinary scene. 
Cutler & Co., Marion, Supernormal, 
and Cumulus Inc. have made several 
appearances in The Good Food 
Guide (Australia’s answer to Michelin 
stars). From French bistro fare to 
pan-Asian fast dining (his to-go lob-
ster rolls at Golden Fields were the 
stuff of local legend), the chef has 
his hands in several styles of dining. 
Here, McConnell’s tips on the best of 
his hometown.

Toast of the Town 
Andrew McConnell talks food, inspiration, and where to dine in his home city. 
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Day Trips 
From pampering 
me-time to wildlife 
conservation.  

MORNINGTON  
PENINSULA
Roughly a 90- 
minute drive south 
of Melbourne, the 
Mornington Penin-
sula is home to great 
beaches, open-air 
hot springs, and 
coastal trails.

GO: Spend several 
hours relaxing at Pen-
insula Hot Springs; 
the refurbished spa 
and wellness center is 
open from dawn until 
dusk. For bushwalk-
ing with sea views, 
Bushrangers Bay and 
its adjoining beach 
offer easygoing trails 
amid native plants 
and wildlife.

LUNCH SPOT: Stop at 
Montalto Piazza res-
taurant and winery  
for fresh antipasti,  
salads, pizza, and 
slow-roasted cuts 
paired with wines 
made on property.

THE OTWAYS
Victoria’s Great 
Ocean Road land-
scapes range from 
the Otways’ ancient 
myrtle beech rain 
forest to the southern 
coastline’s sea stacks. 
Throughout the re-
gion, conservationists 
devote themselves to 
helping endangered 
local species.

GO: In 2000, ecologist 
Lizzie Corke co-
founded the grass-
roots Conservation 
Ecology Centre on 165 
acres that have since 
become part of Great 
Otway National Park. 
Though she’s earned 
several accolades, 
including a Medal of 
the Order of Australia 
earlier this year, Corke 
will tell you that her 
proudest achievement 
is rediscovering the en-
dangered tiger quoll, 
a marsupial rumored 
to be extinct in the 
Otways for nearly a 
decade. This year, she 
and her team will be-
gin welcoming travel-
ers to a new “Wildlife 

Wonders” eco-expe-
rience on 50 acres 
just outside the Great 
Ocean Road’s Apollo 
Bay. Visitors can take 
guided tours; see 
koalas, bandicoots, 
kangaroos, and other 
indigenous wildlife in 
their natural setting; 
learn about current 
research projects; and 
shop locally made 
sustainable products. 
Brian Massey, art di-
rector for one of The 
Hobbit films, worked 
closely with Corke to 
design the grounds 
and landscapes.

HAPPIER HOURS:  

Look for 
Prickly Moses 
Brewery’s 
Spotted Ale 
when explor-
ing the Great 

Ocean Road area. 
The Otway craft 
brewery partnered 
with the Conserva-
tion Ecology Cen-
tre to donate 100 
percent of the crisp 
pale ale’s proceeds to 
local wildlife conser-
vation efforts. 

BEST BUDGET-FRIENDLY BITES:
ShanDong MaMa for dumplings,  
myriad hole-in-the-wall joints for 
banh mi, Hinoki Japanese Pantry in 
Fitzroy for sushi, Baker Bleu  
for the tastiest bread, and Lune  
Croissanterie for pastries.

CURRENT WINE CRUSH:
Right now I’m loving the 2018 Moonlit 
Forest Carter, a red from the Yarra 
Valley best served lightly chilled. It’s 
a serious wine in a friendly format for 
good summer times – dangerously 
drinkable, with a great balance of 
plushness and acidity.

YOUR GO-TO FOR COCKTAILS:
Bar Americano in the city and Above 
Board and The Everleigh in Fitzroy.

From left: Cocktails at  
The Everleigh, chef Andrew 
McConnell, and Lune  
Croissanterie’s pastries. 
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OUT & ABOUT
Stroll through Kings Park and Botanic 
Garden and along Cottesloe Beach to 
understand the locals’ love of nature.

TABLE TALK 
Northbridge’s William Street is Perth’s 
tastiest strip: Try Shadow Wine Bar’s 
European fare, Bivouac Canteen & Bar 
for Middle Eastern shared plates, and 
Sauma for tapas reinterpreted with 
Indian flavors. For a rooftop spot, 
head to COMO The Treasury hotel’s 

refined Wildflower, where the chef 
specializes in native Western Austra-
lian flavors with foraged ingredients. 
Dining here is a lasting memory and 
an education: You’ll try local favorites 
such as pepperberry, jarrah, and yel-
lowtail kingfish.  

ABSOLUTE MUST-DO
Before Perth existed, the location was 
a hunting and gathering land for the 
Noongar Aboriginal people. Take a 
tour with a Noongar elder to see and 

learn about sacred sites, traditional 
camping grounds, and forgotten  
lake systems.

INSIDER’S SECRET
For dirty martinis and a bustling at-
mosphere, turn down a small laneway 
to the rooftop Mechanics Institute 
Bar. In the summer, Rooftop Movies 
cinema transforms the top floor of a 
parking garage into a kitsch world of 
artificial grass, beanbags, and palm 
trees for screenings.

Natural beauty cozies up with urban creativity in Western Australia’s sun-soaked capital.

Perth Unfettered

The view from Kings Park and  
Botanic Garden and (below)  

Cottesloe Beach. 
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City Guide: Sydney

Clockwise from left: Sydney Harbour,  
lunch at Barrenjoey House Palm Beach,  
and the Blue Mountains’ Three Sisters.

OUT & ABOUT
Get to know Sydney with an early-morning walk on the 
beach or along one of the many coastal greenways, fol-
lowed by coffee and breakfast at a casual café. Leafy 
suburbs such as Potts Point, Woollahra, and start-up hub 
Surry Hills check all the boxes for quality dining and great 
views. After visiting the must-see sights concentrated 
around Sydney Harbour, branch out to the neighborhoods 
of Newtown, Darlinghurst, and Mosman to shop some of 
the city’s top boutiques.

TABLE TALK 
Head to cozy Fred’s in Paddington for a daily-changing 
menu of playful dishes such as “fancy citrusy olives” and 
buttered turmeric rice with crushed almonds and herbs. 
The Boathouse Group’s nine beachside eateries (plus an ice 
cream truck) serve salads and a clean-food philosophy.  

In Glebe, ten minutes from the city center, the lively 
Tramsheds complex (formerly the Rozelle Tram Depot, built 
in 1904) houses 11 restaurants and seven local vendors. 
Come on a sunny day for Vietnamese pulled-duck pan-
cakes at Mam’s Buoi, wine on tap and handmade pasta at 
the popular Flour Eggs Water, and boutique gifts from the 
rotating vendors at Artisan Lane.

INSIDER’S SECRET
Sydneysiders love their beaches. Spend a day soaking up 
the sun at Bondi Beach, just a 20-minute drive from the 
center of the city. Hit the beach, then shop for Australian 
designer labels in Bondi’s boutique-filled laneways. (Pro 
tip: For lunch, grab sustainably sourced fish-and-chips at 
one of the two Bondi’s Best locations.) At sunset, head to 
Bondi Icebergs Club for cocktails and views overlooking 
the iconic “ocean pool.”  

Sydney in the Spotlight
The New South Wales capital is bold, brash, brunch-loving, and self-assured.
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AUSTRALIA

Day Trips 
Pick your pleasure,  
from surf-worthy ’burbs to  
Aboriginal monuments. 

THE NORTHERN BEACHES 
The laid-back beach suburbs 
north of the city offer a breezy 
pace of life that’s the envy of  
Sydney city-dwellers.

GO: Twenty-eight miles from the 
city at Palm Beach, learn to surf, 
hike to Barrenjoey Lighthouse, or 
kayak the tranquil Pittwater coast 
while keeping a lookout for hump-
back whales. In Clareville, browse 
stylish interior-decor shops that 
furnish the area’s luxe houses.

LUNCH SPOT: Barrenjoey House  
Palm Beach serves Mediterranean- 
influenced Australian dishes 
(think raw oysters with pome-
granate mignonette) and pizza-
style flatbreads.

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS
A 90-minute drive west of Sydney, 
the Blue Mountains’ impressive 
escarpments welcome travelers to 
multiple national park walking paths 
and mountain villages.

GO: Head to the Three Sisters, a 
rock formation of three pillars 
steeped in Aboriginal legends. 
The nearby Scenic Railway is the 
steepest passenger railway in 
the world; ride it down into the 
Jamison Valley to take a 1.5-mile 
walk through Jurassic rain forest.

LUNCH STOP: Darley’s wins high praise 
for views of formal English gardens 
and a five-course tasting menu.
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City Guide: Sydney

Trip the Light Fantastic
Dreamers and artists revel in the psychedelic bubble of Vivid Sydney, Australia’s favorite illumination festival. 

What do you get when look-at-me 
lighting goes on a hot date with 
design, art, and engineering? A giant 
outdoor gallery that seduces with daz-
zling installations, laser theater, and 
3D projections. Each winter (typically 
in May and June), the largest festi-
val of light, music, and ideas in the 
Southern Hemisphere transforms city 
monuments such as the Sydney Opera 
House, Sydney Harbour Bridge, and 

the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Australia (MCA) into blazing canvases. 
Ferries, small boats, and cruise ships 
join the neon party. More than 400 
events fill the city – in addition to the 
electric art, there’s live music, concerts, 
and comedy. Against the glow of mov-
ing images, big ideas take on a cap-
tivating platform: Every year, writers, 
scientists, and digital denizens host 
workshops, forums, and public talks.

STEP INTO THE (GREEN) LIGHT 
All grid-connected light installations at Vivid Sydney are 100 percent powered by renewable GreenPower  

energy sources, and the festival purchases verified carbon offsets. 

A bird’s-eye view of Vivid Sydney 
and (below) from across  
Sydney Harbour. 
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City Guide: Brisbane

OUT & ABOUT
Brisbane whirs to life with bike rides 
and downward dogs at sunrise, flat 
whites at breakfast, and shopping 
and alfresco eats throughout the day, 
then winds down with a view of the 
Brisbane River in the evening. (Iconic 
Brisbane experiences: barbecuing atop 
the Kangaroo Point Cliffs at sunset, or 
taking a swim off Moreton Island.)  

TABLE TALK 
Make your way to South Brisbane’s Fish 
Lane for Gauge, an industrial-modern 
restaurant that serves avocado toast by 
day and ox tongue skewers with rose 
harissa by night. Nearby, try whiskey 
at the tucked-away Maker bar and the 
Aussie phenomenon that is Gelato 
Messina. Across the river, the revitalized 
Howard Smith Wharves thrums with 
bars and eateries, from cocktails at Mr 
Percival’s to shared plates at Greek tav-
erna Greca. For dinner and live music, 
arrive early at Honto or Same Same, 
then head to the Fortitude Valley Music 
Hall for local and international sets. 

ABSOLUTE MUST-DO
Queensland is one of only two states 
in Australia where you can hug a koala. 
Catch a ferry to Lone Pine Koala Sanc-
tuary for a cuddly close-up, then head 
to the Gallery of Modern Art for lunch, 
where chef Doug Innes-Will pairs local 
seafood with Queensland wines.

Brisbane  
Steps Out
Want to know where to find the  
next big thing? You can bet  
it’ll be in Queensland’s capital.

From top: Dining 
at Howard Smith 
Wharves, snorkeling 
off Moreton Island, and 
meeting the locals.



VIRTUOSO LIFE16

(P
IN

K M
OO

N)
 JO

SIE
 W

ITH
ER

S, 
(K

AN
GA

RO
OS

) B
EN

 G
OO

DE
/S

OU
TH

 A
US

TR
AL

IA
N 

TO
UR

ISM
 CO

MM
ISS

IO
N,

(K
UN

AN
YI

/M
OU

NT
 W

EL
LIN

GT
ON

) Z
ET

TE
R/

GE
TT

Y I
MA

GE
S, 

(M
US

EU
M 

IN
TE

RI
OR

) M
US

EU
M 

OF
 O

LD
 A

ND
 N

EW
 A

RT

City Guide: Adelaide

OUT & ABOUT
Spread across a plain between  
white-sand beaches and rolling hills, 
Adelaide is known as the “20-minute 
city” for its quick access to both  
landscapes. The walkable city center  
is filled with restaurants that take 

Adelaide Opens Up
Surrounded by beaches, the Outback, and easy-drinking wine country, South 

Australia’s capital is primed for outdoor adventure.

advantage of the wide variety of pro-
duce grown nearby.

TABLE TALK 
Pedestrian-only Leigh and Peel streets 
buzz with restaurants and pocket- 
size bars: Gather around the grill at 

eight-seat yakitori bar Sho, settle in  
for the night at opulent basement 
cocktail bar Maybe Mae, or try every-
thing from tequila to Basque-country 
pintxos at Udaberri. Near the city’s 
Botanic Garden, be sure to stop by  
Africola for tastes of Wagyu sirloin 
with wild garlic, peri-peri chicken, and 
other African-inspired dishes. 

ABSOLUTE MUST-DO
Just a 20-minute flight from Adelaide 
is the aptly named Kangaroo Island. 
Seven times the size of Singapore,  
it’s home to just 5,000 people – plus 
millions of kangaroos, wombats, 
koalas, seals, sea lions, pelicans, and 
other species that roam freely. Inter-
sperse wildlife sightings with coastal 
hikes, winetastings at Dudley Wines, 
and a stop at Emu Ridge Eucalyptus 
Oil distillery.

INSIDER’S SECRET
South Australia is nicknamed the 
Festival State for a reason. Its packed 
calendar of events peaks in Febru-
ary and March, when Adelaide Fringe 
and the Adelaide Festival turn the 
city into the continent’s cultural hub. 
Parks transform into pop-up bars and 
performance spaces, and the streets 
hum with sequined performers, sleep-
deprived revelers, and gussied-up 
opera-goers. It’s the busiest time of the 
year, so plan your festival circuit early. 

Leigh Street’s Pink Moon Saloon  
and (inset) Kangaroo Island.  
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City Guide: Hobart 

Hobart and the Derwent River viewed 
from Mount Wellington and (below)  

the Museum of Old and New Art.

Hello, Hobart!
Tasmania’s riverside capital charms travelers with great art and locavore dining. 

OUT & ABOUT
Hobart’s yacht-studded waterfront 
bustles with activity. Stroll among his-
toric warehouses converted to apart-
ments and small businesses, order  
fish-and-chips within view of the water, 
and then walk off the calories with a 
climb to one of the town’s commanding 
lookouts. Visitors can stock up on laven-
der teas and essential oils at Salamanca 
Market or grab a pint at Cascade, one of 
Australia’s oldest breweries. 

TABLE TALK
Local producers fuel Hobart’s food 
scene with Littlewood lamb, Angasi 
oysters, strawberries, edible flowers, 
heirloom everything, and wild herbs. 
Chefs such as Analiese Gregory and 

Sarah Glover source incredible local in-
gredients, often diving for abalone and 
fish or foraging for produce, including 
pepperberries and samphire succulent 
(also known as sea asparagus). Templo 
and Fico are standout eateries, too. 

ABSOLUTE MUST-DO
The Museum of Old and New Art 
shocks, soothes, and seduces and can 
easily fill an entire day. Another favorite: 
Dark Mofo, Tasmania’s winter festival 
that celebrates the weird, the wacky, 
and the simply puzzling (picture implod-
ing oil drums and nude solstice swims).

INSIDER SECRETS
The Cat and Fiddle Arcade shop-
ping center – named after a tavern 

frequented by Hobart’s whalers in the 
nineteenth century – today is home to 
more than 70 specialty stores. Keep 
an ear out as you browse fine jewelry 
and local chocolates: Every hour on the 
hour from 8 am to 11 pm, an animated 
clock built in 1962 plays the children’s 
nursery rhyme.  
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The Sunshine Coast

Balmy weather. Surf-paradise 
beaches. Creative, locally 
sourced dining. Queensland’s 
Sunshine Coast stretches 
along the Coral Sea from 
cosmopolitan Brisbane to the 
wilderness of Fraser Island. 
When travelers choose a 
base for exploring the coast’s 
multicolored sand dunes, 
sharp-peaked volcanoes, and 
tropical rain forests, all roads 
lead to Noosa, a stylish resort 
town with easy access to the 
best of the region. 

RISE AND SHINE
Start the day with breakfast 
to go from Noosa beachfront 

institution Sails Coffee Cart, 
which serves hand-squeezed 
orange juice and “Columbian 
Black” house-blend coffee 
from its ocean-facing deck 
beginning at 7 am. Head to 
Noosa National Park for a 
three-mile, coast-hugging 
hike to Sunshine Beach, keep-
ing an eye out for whales, 
turtles, and dolphins. Some 
of Australia’s famous fauna – 
koalas, echidnas, wallabies, 
brush turkeys, and lace moni-
tor lizards (which can grow 
up to six feet in length) – 
make their home in this native 
bushland. More-ambitious 
hikers, mountain bikers, and 

horseback riders can plan for 
longer outings on the Noosa 
Trail Network: eight scenic 
paths just half an hour from 
Noosa’s beaches that link 
farmland, forests, and spec-
tacular mountain lookouts. 

SUN AND SAND
For surf and sunbathing, hit 
Main Beach, a north-facing 
curve of Noosa Heads that’s 
popular for its sheltered wa-
ters, patrolled by lifeguards 
year-round. Sunshine Beach, 
on the eastern edge of Noosa 
National Park, is a magnet for 
surfers, while an hour north, 
Rainbow Beach draws visitors 

Noosa’s Beach Life
Come for surf, wildlife, and lively restaurant terraces on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. 

with monumental sand dunes 
that minerals have tinted doz-
ens of different hues. (Your 
travel advisor can arrange a 
four-wheel-drive here via the 
beach from Noosa.) 

RIVER BOUND
If beaches are the Sunshine 
Coast’s main draw, then  
Noosa River is the locals’ 
secret. Paddleboarders 
and kayakers flock to this 
pristine, mangrove-fringed 
waterway to spot wildlife, in-
cluding friendly leopard rays 
that glide beneath them. Far-
ther upriver, eco-cruises ex-
plore the Noosa Everglades, 
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one of only two everglades 
systems on the planet and 
a bird-watcher’s dream. The 
mirror-flat waters, reeds, tea 
trees, and water lilies sup-
port more than 40 percent 
of Australia’s bird species, 
including white-bellied sea 
eagles, Brahminy kites, great 
egrets, and pelicans who love 
to share in the local catch. 

DINNER TIME
After a day of adventure, 
return to town for perhaps 
Queensland’s most enjoyable 
dining scene – Noosa’s core 
comes alive at sunset. On 
Hastings Street, Miss Money- 
penny’s offers a smooth 
launch pad for a revelrous 
evening with rose petal 
martinis, to-share Oaxaca 

punches, and cocktail-
making classes. Anglo-Indian 
chef Neale White serves 
up bold flavors at the new 
Pucca in Noosa Junction. 
Dishes such as oysters with 
fermented mango liquor and 
chili peppers, and tikka-
spiced swordfish kebabs with 
coriander chutney – as well 
as the restaurant’s boutique 
gin bar – have quickly made 
it a town favorite. For a more 
casual evening, stock up on 
provisions at Noosaville’s 
Belmondos Organic Market, 
a collective of eight organic 
suppliers in a European mar-
ket-style environment, for a 
beach picnic or barbecue, 
or check out microbrewer-
ies such as the Boiling Pot 
Brewing Co.  

From left: Beach-
goers in Noosa 
National Park, 
exploring ever-
glades by kayak, 
the Great Beach 
Drive, and dining 
at Pucca. Right: 
Surfing the Gold 
Coast. 

Sunshine  
vs. Gold Coast
The skinny on two of Queens- 
land’s favorite beach escapes.

North of Brisbane, the Sunshine 
Coast offers a low-key vaca-
tion, with less touristed beaches, 
fine dining, and wildlife-sighting 
opportunities galore. South of 
Queensland’s capital, Gold Coast 
is a city known for its high-rise 
beachfront skyline, adrenaline-
pumping theme parks, lively 
nightclubs, and some of the world’s 
most famous surf breaks.  
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Wine Country

PERTH

MARGARET RIVER

DON’T MISS
Each year,  

the Western Australia 
Gourmet Escape  
showcases iconic  
wine, craft beer, and 
local produce. Two  
perennial-favorite 
events: the beach  
barbecue and Gnara-
bup Beach’s sunset 
tasting with live music. 

Australia  
Uncorked
Raise a glass to these winelands favorites.

Tucked into Western Australia’s southwest corner, Margaret River spoils visitors 
with surf and sand, fabulous food (the Western Australia Gourmet Escape attracts 
wine lovers and gastronomes each November), and buttery, rich chardonnay. Three 
days on the Margaret River Wine Trail highlight some of the region’s best, with 
tastings at Vasse Felix, Leeuwin Estate, and Voyager Estate. In the southern part 
of the region, the Boranup Karri Forest draws visitors with towering karri trees that 
can grow up to 200 feet tall, lookout points over Hamelin Bay, and ideal picnic spots.

Picnicking in the Boranup Karri  
Forest and (opposite) McLaren Vale’s 

d’Arenberg Wine Cube. 
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ADELAIDE

Sheltered beaches, wind-
swept bluffs, and rich soils 
make South Australia a 
one-stop shop for outdoors-
loving travelers. The best 
bit: Its most exciting wine 
region, Barossa Valley, is 
just a one-hour drive from 
Adelaide. In Barossa, head 
to some of Australia’s oldest 
estates, such as Jacob’s 
Creek and Henschke, and 
keep an eye out for local-
chef-turned-Aussie-celeb-
rity Maggie Beer, who runs 
the Farm Shop restaurant 
and food store. Plan to ship 
home cabernet sauvignon, 
grenache, and shiraz, and 
drink your birth-year vin-
tage tawny port at Sep-
peltsfield Wines.

BAROSSA VALLEY

MCLAREN VALE

Farther south along the coast, McLaren Vale vintners pro-
duce classic Australian reds and show their Italian roots  
with crisp white varietals brought from the old country,  
such as fiano and vermentino. Check the calendar for 
Oliver’s Taranga Vineyards’ porchetta parties, tour Wirra 
Wirra’s biodynamic vineyards, or plan a visit to d’Arenberg’s 
arty Wine Cube, which explores wine’s effects on our senses.

ADELAIDE HILLS

Just outside the city lie the 
Adelaide Hills and Basket 
Range, a hub for young 
and experimental natural 
winemakers who use wild 
yeast and skin-contact 
fermentation to add texture 
and distinct flavors. (If that 
sounds like your scene, try 
Ochota Barrels.) There are 
established greats too: Try 
a tour, tasting, and lunch at 
Penfolds Magill Estate or 
linger at Lane Vineyard’s 
Chef’s Table lunch.

DON’T MISS
You’ll spot 

winemaker Chester 
Osborn’s avant-
garde glass cube a 
mile away, looming 
over d’Arenberg 
winery’s acres of 
mourvèdre vines. 
Spend the day 
exploring its sen-
sory room, virtual 
fermenter, contem-
porary artwork, 
and tasting bar, all 
paired with views 
that stretch for 
miles over the 
McLaren Vale 
landscape.
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Wine Country

PINOT COAST

Victoria’s Pinot Coast along the Southern Ocean is known for cool-climate 
pinot noir vineyards, rugged coastline, and windswept beaches. Stretching 
some 460 miles, from the Bellarine and Mornington peninsulas to the east-
ern Gippsland region, this route lays claim to more than 145 wineries and 
tasting rooms. Top picks include Montalto winery, where guests can pair 
tastings with private picnics or tours of the sculpture garden, and Cannibal 
Creek Vineyard, a boutique producer that touts handpicked grapes and 
traditional French wine-making methods. 

Save time to visit gin, rum, and whiskey distilleries along the Pinot Coast, 
as well as craft breweries, cideries, orchards, berry farms, and olive groves. 
Day-trip from Melbourne, or use the Jackalope Hotel as home base (be 
sure to stop by the design-driven cocktail bar.)

DON’T MISS At the 
Moonlit Sanctuary 

Wildlife Conservation Park, 
travelers can learn about  
native wildlife, see penguins 
on Phillip Island, tour Wil-
son’s Promontory National 
Park on an amphibious 
vessel, or head inland to 
explore the lush rain forests 
and hiking trails.

Tasting at Montalto Winery.
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HUNTER VALLEY

New South Wales’ Hunter Valley is the birthplace of Austra-
lian wine country, where the warm, mild climate nurtures 
some of Australia’s preeminent vineyards, such as Broken-
wood Wines, Mount Pleasant Wines, and Tulloch Wines. This 
is the region for bold shiraz 
and complex, age-worthy 
sémillon – both of which 
evolve beautifully in the 
cellar. Visit the celebrated 
Tyrrell’s Wines for a tour 
of their century-old Sacred 
Sites plot or Audrey Wilkin-
son for behind-the-scenes 
barrel tastings. 

Lunch at Tinklers Wine and 
(below) barrel tasting with 

Brokenwood winemaker  
Stuart Hordern. 

DON’T MISS Hunter Valley also attracts visitors year-round as an 
entertainment hub. Musicians from Shania Twain to Florence and the 

Machine light up stages in the area each summer, while many Sydneysiders 
decamp here for long weekends on its golf courses and at its spas.  
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Outdoor Adventure: Tasmania

No one does the great outdoors quite 
like Tasmania. Currently, farm cooking 
schools and restaurants are hot, high-
lighting the island’s crayfish, truffles, 
oysters, and Cape Grim beef. Guided 
Aboriginal experiences welcome trav-
elers with storytelling passed down 
through generations. Thrill seekers 
can go white-water rafting and rap-
pelling or mountain bike on trails 
that draw pro riders from around 
the world, while nature lovers can 
take multiday hut-to-hut treks or fish 
streams that hosted last year’s World 
Fly Fishing Championships. Here, the 
best in nourishment and nature. 

WALK THE WALK
Tasmania has more than 1,740 miles of 
well-managed trails, including coastal 
hikes along secluded bays in Freycinet 
National Park, walks to Maria Island’s 
ghost town and its fossil-filled cliffs 

Wild About Tasmania
Under big skies, the island state earns a devoted following for dynamic dining  

and unordinary sports.

(and wombats), and Cradle Mountain’s 
iconic six-day Overland Track. Of 
special note: the Bay of Fires on the 
northeast coast, home to the indig-
enous Palawa, who lead multiday hikes 
in a landscape that’s essentially their 
cultural museum. During these hikes, 
the Aboriginal guides can explain 
smoking ceremonies and how to use 
traditional clapsticks, and share tastes 
of regional dishes that feature mutton-
bird, wallaby, local oysters, scallops, 
and crayfish. 

LET IT FLY
Tasmania’s cool, clear streams nurture 
one of the planet’s healthiest popu-
lations of wild brown trout. Fishing 
favorites include Tasmania’s Central 
Plateau, East Coast Highlands, the 
Derwent Valley west of Hobart, the 
Meander Valley, and remote rain-forest 
rivers. (Fly-fishers from 23 countries 

turned up at the 2019 World Fly Fish-
ing Championships in Tasmania.) Keep 
an eye out for rare platypuses, which 
make their homes in the area’s rivers 
and streams. 

GONE COASTAL
The tempestuous southeast coast pro-
vides dramatic views of crashing waves 
from Maria Island (a national park with 
no cars allowed), Tasman Island, or 
farther south off Bruny Island. Travel-
ers can rent a boat to explore sea cliffs 
of Jurassic dolomite, deep-sea caves, 
blowholes, and other formidable rock 
formations that are home to Australian 
fur seals, sea eagles with nests the size 
of small cars, whales, and albatross. Tas-
mania’s capital city, Hobart, sits along 
this coastline, too. 

HOW THE WEST WAS WON
The small town of Strahan is a base 
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for exploring Tasmania’s remote west 
coast. Surrounded by national parks 
and inhabited by farmers and fisher-
men, Strahan offers fresh seafood, local 
wines, steam-train rides, and access 
to see the southern lights (aurora 
australis). A few highlights: Sarah Island 
for convict history, Bonnet Island for 
fairy penguins, the Henty Dunes for 
sandboarding, and Kutikina Cave, an 
Aboriginal archaeological site.

Dining  
Hot Spots
Tasmania’s dining  
is just as adventurous 
as its wild terrain.

FARM FRESH
The Agrarian Kitchen 
Cooking School & 
Farm in Lachlan, 45 
minutes northwest of 
the capital, Hobart, 
offers hands-on 
foraging, harvesting, 
and cooking classes 
(there’s a truffle class 
in July). But cut to 
the chase at its off-
shoot, The Agrarian 
Kitchen Eatery, five 
minutes down the 
road in New Norfolk. 
The airy space with 
high pressed-metal 
ceilings gets most 
of its fruit, herbs, 
and vegetables 
from the cooking 
school’s farm, which 
also breeds Wessex 
Saddleback and 
Berkshire pigs. Top 
Sydney chef Peter 
Gilmore reckons 
it’s worth flying to 
Tasmania just for 
the fried sourdough 
potato cakes.

CREATIVE GENIUS
If Dier Makr in Ho-
bart had a mantra, 
it’d likely be “invent 
and improvise.” The 
wall menu might 
pique curiosity with 
its one-word descrip-
tions, but chef Kobi 
Ruzicka’s cooking is 
singular in a differ-
ent way: The six- to 
eight-course meals 
rotate through 
tomatillo tarts with 
kingfish brandade; 
tuiles of beetroot 
with venison; carrot 
with mackerel salt 
and coriander seeds; 
celeriac shortbread; 
cured albacore tuna; 
and the like – what-
ever’s peaking sea-
sonally on the island. 

FAR OUT
Faro, the restaurant at 
professional gambler 
and art collector Da-
vid Walsh’s Museum 
of Old and New Art, 
looks out on the Der-
went River in Berrie-
dale, a 25-minute ferry 
ride from Hobart. 
Walsh’s wife, architect 
Kirsha Kaechele, says 

she was aiming for “a 
’70s airport lounge 
on Neptune” with its 
design, and the result 
is as cheeky as you’d 
expect. Diners slide 
up to rose-quartz 
tabletops in Eero 
Saarinen armchairs 
for shared-plate 
highlights such as 
whiskey-miso lamb 
ribs or pork belly 
with scallops, apple, 
and a dash of Pedro 
Ximénez. Warm up 
with tapas teasers at 
the bar.

ITALY HEADS SOUTH 
Vegetables play 
a starring role at 
Hobart’s 20-seat 
Templo, which flies 
the (Italian) flag with 
charred carrots and 
almonds, beetroot 
in buttermilk, and 
zucchini with burrata 
that could melt the 
coldest heart. Order 
the likes of tuna 
crudo with chervil or 
gnocchetti with chili 
peppers and brocco-
lini à la carte, or opt 
for the chef’s menu 
and “graze the field.”

Freycinet National Park and (below) locavore 
favorite The Agrarian Kitchen Eatery.



Snorkeling and diving on the world’s 
largest coral ecosystem can help 
preserve its beauty for generations 
to come.

Water World

Outdoor Adventure: The Great Barrier Reef
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Stretching 1,430 miles along 
Queensland’s coast, the Great Barrier 
Reef comprises some 2,900 indi-
vidual reefs, 300 coral cays, and 600 
continental islands – home to more 
than 1,625 fish species and 600-plus 
types of coral. In fact, it’s the largest 
living thing on Earth, roughly half 
the size of Texas. As natural wonders 
go, the reef’s sheer size and scope 
can make it challenging to decide 
where to start exploring. Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking its individual 
islands and reefs are interchangeable. 
Here’s a primer on where to start and 
what to expect.

The unspoiled beaches around 
northern Queensland’s Cape York 
Peninsula (the finger at the top of 
Australia that points at Papua New 
Guinea) send a siren call to intrepid 
adventurers. Base yourself in coastal 
Cooktown and venture out onto 
the reef to snorkel or scuba dive, or 
keep your feet dry on a glass-bottom 
boat tour. Anglers from around the 
world come to the peninsula to cast 
for black marlin on the outer reef, 

From left: The Daintree Rainforest, 
Heart Island, and snorkeling on 

the Great Barrier Reef. 
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trevally and bonefish on the flats, and barramundi in the 
sheltered estuaries.

Farther south, Cairns (pronounced “Cans”) and Port 
Douglas offer myriad reef experiences, from overnight 
cruises to semi-submersible tours. Expect roughly two-
hour boat rides from both towns to reach prime sites. 
Stash the mask and fins for guided hikes and river tours in 
the lush Daintree Rainforest (the world’s oldest rain for-
est) for the chance to see crocodiles and rare cassowaries, 
brilliantly colored cousins of emus. 

With roughly 300 days of sunshine a year, Townsville 
marks the midway point of the Great Barrier Reef’s span, 
the jumping-off site for renowned shipwreck diving and 
fishing expeditions. The town’s historic Federation archi-
tecture and easy pace belie its upscale dining scene and 
galleries. It’s also home to the world’s largest living coral 
reef aquarium. Horseback riding excursions take advantage 

of the area’s wide beaches, and at nearby spots such as 
Magnetic Island, koala sightings are all but guaranteed.

For some of the reef’s most scenic and acclaimed 
beaches, visit the Whitsunday Islands – especially Hamilton 
and Hayman islands. Charter yachts provide the ultimate 
way to explore the 74-island archipelago; day cruises set 
sail from Hamilton Island or the mainland town of Airlie 
Beach. Don’t miss Whitehaven Beach, one of the most 
beautiful beaches in the world, thanks to its sand, which is 
98 percent pure white silica.

Hidden islands and laid-back coastal towns such as 
Bargara pepper the reef’s less-touristed southern sec-
tion. At Mon Repos, watch but don’t disturb the robust 
local populations of green sea turtles, flatback turtles, and 
endangered loggerhead turtles. On Lady Musgrave Island, 
a coral cay with some 2,965 acres of healthy reef, turtle 
hatchlings scurry down the beach from January through 
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Outdoor Adventure: The Great Barrier Reef

REEF BOUND
Regular direct and connecting flights operate from Australian capital cities to Cairns, Hamilton Island, Proserpine, and Townsville airports.  

Multiple airlines offer direct flights between the U.S. and Brisbane from L.A., San Francisco, New York, and Chicago. 

Citizen Science  
on the Reef
Four easy ways to help ensure  
a healthier future.

1. Sign up with organizations such as 
Eco Barge Clean Seas or Tangaroa 
Blue to participate in beach cleanups 
and marine debris removal. (And be 
a conscious beach-goer – pack out 
more than you pack in.)

2. Travelers can take part in monitor-
ing programs such as Eye on the Reef 
and Reef Check to help researchers 
collect valuable information about 
coral’s health, marine animals, and un-
usual incidents. Before swim, snorkel, 
or dive outings, download the pro-
grams’ apps to submit GPS-tagged 
photographs of wildlife, pollution, 
coral bleaching, and invasive species 
to appropriate authorities.

3. Snap photos of any manta rays you 
spot to share with Project Manta, a re-
search initiative aimed at better under-
standing rays’ movements, distribution, 
and growth rates. If you identify a new 
manta ray – each has a unique pattern 
of spots on its belly – you’ll also score 
naming rights.

4. Spend the season volunteering at 
Bundaberg’s Mon Repos Turtle Centre, 
home to six of the world’s seven spe-
cies of marine turtles, or, for shorter 
stays, go off-shore with an educational 
tour of Heron Island’s research station. 

May. Lady Elliot Island is known for its 
giant manta rays, with wingspans that 
can reach more than 20 feet across. 

North to south, the reef delivers 
aquatic adventures of a lifetime, but 
go in the know: An increase in coastal 
development, coral-destroying species 
such as crown of thorns starfish, and 
coral-bleaching episodes – a direct 
result of climate change – have placed 
the reef in a state of serious vulner-
ability. Virtuoso travel advisors can 
ensure you go with guides and tour 
operators who approach the reef and 
its inland regions responsibly so that 
your travel makes a positive impact. 

From top: A manta ray off Lady 
Elliot Island and sunset sailing.
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Outdoor Adventure: Northern Territory

Sacred Center
Deep in the heart of  
the Australian continent, fiery  
red domes are living history.

To get to Uluru-Kata Tjuta 
National Park, most travelers 
fly into the small town of Alice 
Springs (locals call it Alice)  
and embark on a four-hour 
drive. Australia’s vastness is 
powerfully evident here: the 
capital city Darwin is a 20-hour 
drive from the park. Uluru, 
previously called Ayers Rock, 
is the main attraction, but 
there’s more to it than great 
sunrise and sunset photo op-
portunities. Visit May through 
September for mild warmth 
and limited rains. 

GO: Wake before sunrise to 
watch daylight illuminate 
Uluru, a 550-million-year-old 
sandstone promontory more 
than 1,140 feet high that the 
Aboriginal Anangu consider 
sacred. Spend the rest of the 
day exploring the park (visitors 
can hike, ride bikes and camels 
through the landscape, or try 
tandem skydiving). Designated 
sunset-viewing areas show Uluru 
at its most dramatic evening 
silhouette – stay 15 minutes 
after the sun disappears to 
watch the colors deepen. 

LUNCH SPOT: Stop by the park’s 
Cultural Centre and Aboriginal-
owned Ininti Café, which the 
Anangu helped design and 
have managed for more than 
two decades. 

ESSENTIAL DETAILS
Kakadu’s headquarters, Bowali Visi-
tor Centre, is a two- to three-hour 
drive from Darwin. The park is open 
year-round, but more of its roads are 
drivable (and more swimming holes 
are open) during the dry season, May 
through October. Note: Although  
Kakadu has crocodile-management 
zones where rangers trap and remove 
the reptiles, read signs before swimming. 

Go Big in the 
Northern Territory 

The Northern Territory has a reputation for remoteness, which it more than 
lives up to with a handful of sprawling national parks. Nature lovers head to the 
7,646-square-mile Kakadu National Park (pronounced kak-adoo), home to  a 
third of Australia’s bird species and plentiful saltwater crocodiles, often pairing it 
with a day of canoeing the Nitmiluk Gorge farther south. While wildlife is a main 
draw there, it’s the park’s Aboriginal cave and rock paintings, dating back more 
than 40,000 years to prehistoric hunter-gatherers, that earned it a UNESCO 
World Heritage listing. Travelers with limited time can get a taste of Kakadu on 
day trips from Darwin, but they should plan for multiday expeditions to experi-
ence its true glory, from bandicoots and water buffalo to the rocky Jim Jim and 
lush Gunlom waterfalls that roar during the wet season (November through mid-
April). Here’s a primer on the continent’s largest national park. 

Explore five national parks and diverse wide-open expanses.

Uluru and (below)  
Kakadu’s Gunlom falls. 
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Outdoor Adventure: The Kimberley

Top to bottom: Mitchell Falls,  
the Bungle Bungle Range,  
Rowley Shoals, and Talbot  
Bay’s Horizontal Falls. 

TAKE TO THE RIVER
Keep an eye (and a line) out for barra-
mundi, a type of bass, in Mitchell River 
National Park. Canoeists and kayakers 
can paddle in lagoons to spot the more 
than 300 bird species that live here, 
among them brolgas (aka Australian 
cranes), laughing kookaburras, parrots, 
sulphur-crested cockatoos, and jabirus, 
Australia’s only stork, which are easily 
distinguishable thanks to their color-
blocked black, red, and white plumage. 
One of the world’s most fearsome apex 
predators, the saltwater crocodile, also 
patrols the park’s waterways, along 
with its freshwater cousin; river cruises 
allow visitors to admire their prehistoric 
grandeur safely.

GO ON SAVANNA SAFARIS
In Purnululu National Park, the Bungle 
Bungle Range’s dramatically hewn 
golden-orange and black striped 
sandstone cones tower over semiarid 
grasslands (from the air, they look 
like giant beehives traced across the 
earth). On guided walks and safari-
style drives, stay on the lookout for 
the rare Gouldian finch, a brightly 
hued bird found only in the Kimberley 
and the Northern Territory, and the 
stripe-faced dunnart, a small noc-
turnal mammal. Echidnas also reside 
here; along with the platypus, these 
spiky anteaters are the planet’s only 
egg-laying mammals. Kangaroos are 

scarce, but travelers will likely see 
three types of wallabies (a smaller 
cousin), as well as wallaroos, marsupi-
als known locally as “euros.” 

SWIM WITH GIANTS
Head to the Dampier Peninsula’s coast 
for the chance to swim with humpback 
whales, giant turtles, and Australian 
snubfin dolphins, recognized as a new 
species in 2005. (The Great Kimberley 
Marine Park is also an important breed-
ing ground for thousands of humpback 
whales.) Rowley Shoals Marine Park, 185 
miles west of the Kimberley’s gateway 
city, Broome, is a scuba hot spot for its 
more than 200 varieties of coral and 
roughly 700 fish species. 

SURGE SIDEWAYS
For a pulse-quickening adventure, 
don’t miss the Horizontal Falls, a mas-
sive force of nature located in the 
Buccaneer Archipelago’s Talbot Bay, 
where tides squeeze through two 
coastal gorges to form churning rapids. 
During high tides, more than 260,000 
gallons of water rush through the gaps 
every second. While it’s a magnificent 
sight from a seaplane, the wildest way 
to experience this phenomenon is by 
boat. In the calmer parts of the north-
ern Talbot Bay, visitors can search for 
tawny nurse sharks, crocodiles, giant 
sea turtles, and shy dugongs, a relative 
of manatees.  

The Kimberley’s Kingdom

The vast, sparsely populated Kimberley in Western Australia encompasses every- 
thing from horizontal tidal waterfalls and savanna grasslands to gorges, cave 
systems, rain forests, and uncrowded beaches. Rich biodiversity makes it a boon 
for spotting some of Australia’s most iconic creatures (some parts of the region 
are so remote, new species are still being discovered). Below, four ways to get the 
most from the region. 

Big-time fun in Australia’s northwest corner. 
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Where to Stay

New South Wales
INTERCONTINENTAL  
SYDNEY 
Set within the restored 1851 
Treasury Building on Circular 
Quay, this 509-room hotel 
helps guests stay beach-
ready with an indoor pool 
with harbor views and the 
Odyssey Health Club. The 
exclusive rooftop lounge 
features a wraparound ter-
race with 270-degree harbor 
views, and serves breakfast 
and all-day refreshments 
and drinks. Virtuoso travel-
ers receive breakfast daily 
and Club InterContinental 
access when booking a De-
luxe Eastern Harbour View 
Room or above.

FOUR SEASONS  
HOTEL SYDNEY 
The 531-room Four Seasons 
Hotel Sydney in the historic 
Rocks neighborhood pairs 
city buzz with some of 
Australia’s most iconic visi-
tor experiences. Highlights 
include light-therapy facials 

Virtuoso’s Australia  
Hotel Guide

Our favorite properties, from eco-lodges and boutique 
retreats to city-skyline penthouses.

Intercontinental Sydney 
Double Bay’s Stillery 
Bar & Dining.
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and hot-stone deep-tissue 
massages at the spa, and 
seasonal Australian cuisine 
at Mode Kitchen & Bar. Pro 
tip: Premier Harbour rooms 
offer the most Instagramma-
ble views of the Sydney Har-
bour Bridge and the Sydney 
Opera House. Virtuoso trav-
elers receive breakfast daily 
and a $100 dining credit.

INTERCONTINENTAL 
SYDNEY DOUBLE BAY
Escape the Central Business 
District hustle at InterConti-
nental’s property in the leafy 
Double Bay neighborhood, 
where the 140 rooms come 
with private balconies or 
courtyard gardens. Head to 
the roof to sip Perrier-Jouët 
Champagne by the pool, or 
ease into the Stillery Bar & 
Dining downstairs, which 
channels 1940s ambience 
with creative cocktails 
focused on limited-edition 
gins. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and a 
$100 dining credit.

THE LANGHAM, SYDNEY 
The 96-room Langham, 
Sydney’s location places 
guests within walking 
distance of Barangaroo 
Reserve waterfront park, 
King Street Wharf, and 
more. The hotel claims 
the largest guest accom-
modations in the city, with 
refurbished soft-paneled 
walls and Juliet balconies 
and/or terraces. Its After-
noon Tea with Wedgwood 
is city-renowned, and the 
underground Day Spa by 
Chuan offers facials and 
body scrubs, plus a pool 
featuring a star-dazzled 
ceiling. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and 
a $100 dining credit.

PARK HYATT SYDNEY 
Soft mood lighting, locally 
commissioned art, and floor-
to-ceiling windows over-
looking the Sydney Opera 
House and Sydney Harbour 
Bridge are signatures of this 
155-room oasis. After city ex-
plorations, relax in a rooftop 
pool cabana or choose spa 
therapies that incorporate 
warm bamboo and nutrient-
rich Australian clay, as well 
as native spa products from 
the Blue Mountains west of 
Sydney. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and a 
one-way airport transfer.

SHANGRI-LA  
HOTEL, SYDNEY
This 565-room city-center 
property features elegant 
accommodations and the 
sophisticated Horizon Club, 
where travelers enjoy canapés 

EMIRATES ONE&ONLY  
WOLGAN VALLEY
National parks surround this 
40-room eco-resort, set on 
a 7,000-acre carbon-neutral 
conservation and wildlife 
reserve. Guests can explore 
the Australian bush with 
field guides, from walkabout 
tours to horseback riding, 
then return to their villa’s 
private pool or sip compli-
mentary local beer and wine 
on the veranda. Kids in the 
Wolgan Rangers program 
can practice archery or set 
out on fossil hunts. Virtuoso 
travelers receive breakfast 
daily and a Signature Wild-
life and Sundowners Tour.

GAIA RETREAT & SPA
Perched on the high-
est point of Byron Bay’s 
hinterland, co-owner Olivia 
Newton-John’s healthy-
lifestyle haven offers 25 
bungalows, suites, and villas 
in subtropical gardens. 
Spa therapies take center 
stage here, complemented 
with fresh organic cuisine, 
morning yoga, and “sen-
sory heightening” activities. 
For aspiring pop queens: 
The two-bedroom Komala 
Luxe villa comes with two 

and wine and request suit-
pressing services. Altitude 
restaurant provides a mod-
ern take on the city’s restau-
rant scene with the likes of 
butter-poached marron with 
fennel salad, or, for dessert, 
vanilla mousse with rasp-
berry curd and Pop Rocks. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 
breakfast daily and  
a $100 dining credit.

SOFITEL SYDNEY  
DARLING HARBOUR
Art de vivre meets Aussie 
culture at this 590-room 
French-inspired hotel, lo-
cated in the Darling Harbour 
neighborhood. (Stop by 
the Debonaire on Darling 
boutique for limited-edition 
keepsakes.) To be a VIP, 
book access to the Club 
Millésime for stunning views, 
personal butler service, 
lounge access, and daily 
Champagne. For dining, 
choose between morning 
croissants at Esprit Noir, 
Provençal flavors at Atelier 
by Sofitel, or the Mediter-
ranean-inspired Le Rivage 
poolside bar. Virtuoso travel-
ers receive breakfast daily, 
guaranteed late checkout, 
and a $100 dining credit.  

Villa digs at Emirates  
One&Only Wolgan Valley.

Bathtub views at the  
Four Seasons Hotel Sydney.
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Where to Stay

fireplaces, a large outdoor 
cabana, and a private heated 
pool. Virtuoso travelers re-
ceive breakfast daily, a $100 
spa credit, and a $50 credit 
toward Retreatment Botan-
ics skincare products.

HALCYON HOUSE
Once a 1960s motel favored 
by Cabarita surfers, the 
21-room, beachside Halcyon 
House now attracts fash-
ionable Gold Coast con-
verts with its eclectic decor 
and easygoing attitude. 
Surf the nearby waves, bike 
the neighborhood, or take 
over a striped lounger at 
the teak-lined pool. Expect 
simple coastal cuisine at 
Paper Daisy, from crudos 
with green mango to kelp-
baked catch of the day 
with lemon butter and sea 
grapes. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and 
a one-way airport transfer.

Queensland
LIZARD ISLAND 
Australia’s northernmost 
island resort sits 124 miles 
north of Cairns within a 
national park on the Great 
Barrier Reef. Surrounded 
by private beaches, the 40-
room eco-lodge welcomes 
divers back from reef 
outings with ocean-facing 
plunge pools, glass-bot-
tomed sea kayaks, guided 
walks by resident natural-
ists, and a minibar stocked 

daily. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and  
a $100 resort credit.

MAKEPEACE ISLAND
Richard Branson’s all-
inclusive retreat on 
Queensland’s Sunshine 
Coast occupies a private 
25-acre island in Noosa, 
where guests can swim 
laps in the central lagoon 
pool (it’s lined by runway 
lights for nighttime dips), 
play tennis and billiards, 
fish, and sail Hobie Cats. 
Indonesian furnishings and 
artwork fill its 11 bedrooms, 
which are scattered be-
tween the Island House and 
three private villas. Dine 
on fresh seafood and local 
organic produce at the 
Lounge restaurant; request 
a picnic on a secluded 
beach on the North Shore. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a com-
plimentary cooking class.

QUALIA, GREAT  
BARRIER REEF 
Secluded on Hamilton 
Island’s northernmost tip in 
the heart of the Whitsun-
days, this 60-room resort of-
fers unfettered access to the 
Great Barrier Reef via kayak, 
catamaran, and snorkel – as 
well as golf at the 18-hole 
Hamilton Island Golf Club 
on neighboring Dent Island. 
The must-do experience: A 
scenic helicopter flight over 
Whitehaven Beach, Hill Inlet, 
and Heart Reef that lands on 
a Heart Island pontoon heli-
pad for a private afternoon 
at one of the reef’s most 
scenic lagoons. Virtuoso 
travelers receive breakfast 
daily, a sunset cruise, and a 
Whitsunday Islands tour or 
culinary experience.

Northern  
Territory

LONGITUDE 131°
Discover Australia’s 
spiritual heartland from this 
Outback oasis, where 16 
luxe tents provide sunset 
and sunrise views. Guests 
can set out on guided tours 
to discover the UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed wil-
derness of Uluru-Kata Tjuta 
National Park and connect 
with ancient Aboriginal 
stories, or head to the spa 
for treatments inspired by 
traditional healing prac-
tices. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily, a 
$50 spa credit, and a $50 
activity credit. 

Western Australia
COMO THE  
TREASURY, PERTH 
In this elegant nineteenth-
century building, oversize 
windows flood the 48 
rooms and suites with 
natural light; many fea-
ture French doors with 
furnished balconies. In 
the State Buildings’ lower 
level, chef David Thomp-
son transports diners at 
Long Chim with flavors 
of Thai street food, while 
the Treasury Lounge and 

Picnicking on Lizard Island.
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Where to Stay

Clockwise from top left: 
COMO The Treasury, Perth; 

Park Hyatt Melbourne’s  
Terrace Suite; Islington  

Hobart dining; and the Crown 
Towers Melbourne Spa.

Bar is the city’s spot for 
an elegant afternoon tea. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 
breakfast daily and a $100 
hotel credit.

CROWN TOWERS PERTH
Of the Crown Tower’s 500 
rooms, Premier Club View 
Suites stand out for wrap-
around windows overlook-
ing the city. Relax by one 
of the lagoon-style pools, 
or treat yourself to a La 
Prairie treatment in the spa. 
From shopping for pearls 
to catching a Broadway 
musical to dining at some 
of Perth’s best restaurants, 
this entertainment complex 
has shaken up Perth’s laid-
back scene. Virtuoso travel-
ers receive breakfast daily, 
Crystal Club lounge access, 
and a $100 resort credit. 

Victoria
CROWN TOWERS  
MELBOURNE
This 482-room landmark 
sits on the Yarra River in 
the heart of Melbourne’s 
arts and leisure precinct 
and is also home to more 
than 40 restaurants and 
dining venues, cinemas, 
nightclubs, bars, designer 
shops, and a casino. The 
property’s one- and two-
bedroom Crown Towers 
Villas – accessible only by 
private elevator – up the 
amenities with check-in at 
the private Crystal Club 

and butlers on call 24/7. 
Virtuoso travelers receive  
breakfast daily and Crystal 
Club access.

LYALL HOTEL AND SPA
This exclusive 40-room 
boutique hotel in South 
Yarra wins praise for its 
art galleries on every floor 
and the popular Lyall 
Champagne Bar. The spa 
draws locals and hotel 
guests alike for vitamin-rich 
Sodashi massages, and pro-
fessional makeup services. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 
breakfast daily and a $100 
spa credit.

PARK HYATT MELBOURNE 
Overlooking Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral, this art deco-
inspired hotel is surrounded 
by Victorian architecture 
and the 64-acre Fitzroy 
Gardens. Inside, guests 
settle into 240 plush rooms 
with rich wood paneling, 
walk-in wardrobes, and 
Italian marble bathrooms 
complete with deep soaking 
tubs. Head to the Park Club 
Health & Day Spa for an 
outdoor sundeck, rooftop 
tennis court, and lap pool. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 
breakfast daily and a $100 
dining credit. 

JACKALOPE HOTEL 
About an hour’s drive  
south from Melbourne on 
the Mornington Peninsula, 
the boldly offbeat Jack-
alope welcomes guests  
with 45 monochromatic 
rooms with Japanese deep 
soaking tubs and a 100-foot 
infinity pool overlooking 28 
acres of rolling vineyard. 
A collection of modern 
artworks fills the estate 
and guest rooms, while the 
original 1876 homestead 
stands resurrected as the 
clubby Flaggerdoot bar. 
Virtuoso travelers receive 
breakfast daily, use of the 
hotel car service, and a 
$100 hotel credit.

Tasmania
ISLINGTON HOBART 
This historic 11-room urban 
lodge just outside the city 
has garnered acclaim for 
its eclectic art and antiques 
collection – which includes 
Picasso sketches, Persian 
rugs, and Japanese lacquer 
furniture – and makes a 
posh base for day trips 
to nearby wineries and 
Freycinet National Park. A 
glass conservatory houses 
the main dining area, one 
of the most prized reserva-
tions in the state, where 
everything from cheese 
to charcuterie is made in-
house. Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and 
a $100 dining credit.  
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Catching waves at The Pass.

Parting Shot

Byron Bay
Australia’s boho beach town does the laid-back surf life with flair. 

Set on the mainland’s easternmost point, this bolt-hole for Sydneysid-
ers has year-round appeal, with a compact, walkable core, a hippie-chic 
vibe, and events that range from the Byron Writers Festival in August to 
the humpback whale migration during the winter (head to rain-forest-
fringed Tallow Beach for a quiet viewing spot). But the real draw is the 
smooth, consistent surf. Devotees head to The Pass at the end of Clarkes 
Beach, while longboarders prefer sheltered Wategos Beach, also great for 
people-watching. During the summer, parents and families appreciate cen-
tral Main Beach for its gentle breaks and lifeguards. To catch sunset with 
a drink in hand, head to Beach Byron Bay’s ocean-side deck. A recom-
mendation: the Thai 1800 cocktail, made with lemongrass-, jalapeño-, and 
coconut-infused tequila; Cointreau; and lime juice.  




