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EXPECT THE WORLD

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE
 THE GREAT  OUTDOORS 

( Nature? Yes. Roughing it? No. )

LIVE IT UP: 
An elevated safari 

at Lion Sands 
Game Reserve.

TO NEW HEIGHTS
Stylish tree-house stays

SUMMER CAMPS 
FOR GROWN-UPS

Why should your kids 
have all the fun?

GOOD GOING
Saving the Seychelles



The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Check out the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com to find the  
one who’s right for you. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso Network of  
1,000+ Agency Locations

Virtuoso Connects Travelers to  
The World’s Best Travel Advisors
Virtuoso travel advisors have the firsthand knowledge, global expertise,  

and industry connections to get you more value — upgrades, private  

access, and added touches — to really make you feel like a VIP.  

Whether you already know where you want to go, or are looking  

for inspiration, they’ll help you plan unforgettable luxury experiences. 

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for every trip, near or far.



DESTINATIONS AS STUNNING
as the ships that get you there.

TM



body and soul.body and soul.
travel for the mind,

“This cruise had choices to 
satisfy all, from ‘Let’s Go’ to gentle 
walking tours.”

– MARY
Danube Discovery & Prague



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR UNIWORLD 
CRUISE AND RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

Wherever your journey takes you, there will be many 
opportunities to get out and go. Start your day with 
yoga on the top deck, led by a wellbeing coach 
certifi ed in Lu Jong yoga, as part of our Wellness on 
the Water program. Then relax at the Serenity River 
SpaTM with a soothing facial or massage treatment. 
Embark on a bicycle tour of Budapest, hike through 
Germany’s vineyards or kayak along the Gardon 
River for a unique view of the Pont du Gard as part 
of our Let’s Go onshore program–led by seasoned 

wellness experts, of course.

WANDERLUST MEETS WELLNESS 
ON A LUXURIOUS UNIWORLD RIVER CRUISE.

“We asked to take bikes out and 
they were ready dockside in less than 

two minutes.”

– Steve
Castles along the Rhine

“Really exceeded our expectations. 
Really enjoyed the bike tours.” 

– Elizabeth
Castles along the Rhine

“Nice mix of active and rest.” 

– Anne
Delightful Danube & Prague

“'Let's Go' activities were a 
good addition.” 

– Deborah
Bordeaux, Vineyards & Châteaux



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO 
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES ON THE 
GROUNDBREAKING NEW RIVER CRUISE.
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Virtuoso® is the leading international travel agency 

network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. 

This by-invitation-only organization comprises more than 

1,000 travel agency partners with 17,500 elite travel 

advisors in over 45 countries throughout North America, 

Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, 

Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred 

relationships with 1,700 of the world’s best hotels 

and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and 

premier destinations, the network provides its upscale 

clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and 

privileged access. For a subscription, please call your 

Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described 

herein are subject to change and availability, and 

restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double 

occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or 

other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher assumes 

no liability for the representations contained herein. 

Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited 

art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be 

reprinted in whole or in part without written consent 

of the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. 

ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. 

VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO TRAVELER 

CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso 

Traveler Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, 

Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To stop receiving 

Virtuoso Traveler, contact your travel advisor or email 

gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST#2069091; 

TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington 

UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not 

constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright 

© 2018 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the 

United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists 

in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso 

Voyages, Virtuoso Traveler, Journey to Global Citizenship, 

Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered 

trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the Best and Expect 

the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, 

Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl 

Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the 

property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are 

registered with numerous national trademark registries 

around the world. 
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Virtuoso connects travelers to the world’s top travel advisors,  

along with a coveted portfolio of 1,700 top hotels, cruise lines,  

tour operators, destination specialists, tourism boards, and more.  

It’s a curated group of the best the travel industry has to offer.

What Is Virtuoso?

WHY WORK WITH A 
TRAVEL ADVISOR? 

Virtuoso travel advisors elevate every trip. A great advisor …

WORTH A PEAK:

A pilgrimage to 

Machu Picchu 

(more on page 32).

• Knows the World: The best advi-

sors travel the globe – scouting out 

hotels, deepening relationships with 

tour guides, and gleaning firsthand 

knowledge of destinations for you.

• Makes You a VIP: Expect custom-

ized itineraries and insider access all 

over the world. Virtuoso advisors are 

also able to secure special benefits 

you can’t get on your own, includ-

ing exclusive hotel amenities such 

as preferred rates and availability, 

room upgrades (if available), and 

extras like spa treatments and dining 

credits. Perks on “Virtuoso Voyages” 

sailings often include cocktail parties 

with an onboard host, special shore 

excursions, a private car and driver 

in port, or shipboard credits.

• Knows Your Travel Style: Vir-

tuoso advisors understand what’s 

most important to you, whether it’s 

taking private cooking classes or 

simply lounging by the pool. 

• Takes It from Ordinary to  

Extraordinary: Virtuoso advisors 

can assist with everything from big-

picture aspects (including knowing 

where to go – and when) to the 

details that matter (think booking 

hotel rooms with the best views).

• Expands Your Horizons: Your advi-

sor will help you think creatively about 

where to go and what to do. Count on 

recommendations for hot new desti-

nations, plus new ways to experience 

those places you’ve already visited.

• Can Handle Anything: When 

problems occur away from home, 

consider your advisor your personal 

help line and “fixer” who knows how 

to quickly turn things around for 

the better.





Easter Island by Steve McCurry

HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO TO BE AMAZED? You haven’t really seen the world until you’ve seen it on a Silversea 

Expeditions voyage. Our fl eet of specially equipped luxury vessels will take you to places no other ship can reach. Together 

with a team of expert leaders you will witness fi rst-hand the secrets that make this planet so beautiful. Authentic beauty is 

only an expedition away, so how far will you dare to go? #ThisIsSilversea



 LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER 
TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY 

OF THE WORLD.

DARE TO BE 
AMAZED

Discover our remote destinations and our offers. Contact your Virtuoso® travel advisor.
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CALLING ALL THRILL SEEKERS  Leave your fear of heights at home for this one. Formed by thousands of years 

of erosion, the Devil’s Pool lets travelers peer over the literal edge of southern Africa’s Victoria Falls. The eddy is acces-

sible during drier months (mid-August through mid-January), and only strong swimmers under the supervision of a local 

guide can take the plunge – Zambia’s 173-room Royal Livingstone by Anantara arranges trips. After a boat ride and a 

short swim, you’ll climb onto a rocky outcropping, jump into Devil’s Pool, and let the strong current push you to the edge, 

where a rock wall stops swimmers from falling 350 feet down. Take a moment to catch your breath, then enjoy the view 

from the precipice of one of the world’s seven natural wonders. Doubles from $824; Virtuoso travelers receive a compli-

mentary water-taxi transfer and breakfast daily. Devil’s Pool excursion, $125.

COMPASS IS REPORTED BY ELAINE GLUSAC, SUSAN HANSON, AND JEN LYONS

NEWS ON NAVIGATING THE WORLD + THE PERKS AND PRIVILEGES OF USING A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

COMPASS

SMALL-SHIP ALASKA 18  |  WALK THIS WAY 20  |  THE RAIL ECUADOR 22  |  BIRDING GEAR 28
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Four new reasons to spend summer outdoors.

OPEN-AIR ENDEAVORS  

COLORADO

Westworld fans should 

head to western Colorado, 

where a new experience at 

the 72-room Gateway Can-

yons Resort & Spa chan-

nels a loosely interpreted 

(and robot-free) version 

of Sweetwater, the HBO 

show’s Wild West theme 

park. Spend a day skeet 

shooting, horseback riding, 

and sipping Moscow mules 

around the campfire, or 

hop in a Bentley convert-

ible for the two-hour drive 

to Utah’s Castle Valley, a 

Westworld filming loca-

tion. Westworld experience 

from $999 per night (three-

night minimum stay), avail-

able through September 

30, 2018; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 daily activity credit.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

As part of a new offer at 

D.C.’s 145-room Hay-Adams 

hotel, children receive a 

clue-filled backpack upon 

check-in that sends them 

on an educational scaven-

ger hunt around the city. On 

their monument-hopping 

adventure, they’ll touch the 

moon at the National Air 

and Space Museum, find 

Kermit the Frog in the Na-

tional Museum of American 

History, and more. Back at 

the Hay-Adams – across 

the street from the White 

House – completed mis-

sions earn special prizes. 

Three-night package from 

$1,245 for a family of four, 

including accommoda-

tions and breakfast daily; 

Virtuoso travelers receive a 

$100 dining credit.

FIJI

Bicolor foxface and clown 

blenny are among the 28 

endemic species found 

along Fiji’s Namena Marine 

Reserve, consistently ranked 

as one of the world’s best 

dive sites. This hot spot 

for marine biodiversity is 

just a 40-minute boat ride 

away from the 25-room 

Jean-Michel Cousteau 

Resort Fiji, which recently 

introduced divers to Manta 

Mount, a newly discovered 

site known for its manta 

ray sightings. Doubles from 

$1,104; Virtuoso travelers re-

ceive breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit. Namena 

excursions from $30.

FRANCE

Ease into your French 

Riviera getaway with a 

massage at the 44-room 

Château Saint-Martin & 

Spa’s new La Prairie spa. 

The pampering can take 

place in one of five treat-

ment rooms or alfresco be-

neath a wisteria-adorned 

gazebo overlooking the 

Côte d’Azur – complete 

with a glass of Champagne 

waiting for you afterward, 

of course. Doubles from 

$925; Virtuoso travelers 

receive a room upgrade 

(if available) at time of 

booking, breakfast daily, 

and a $100 spa credit. Spa 

treatments from $185. 

From top: Riding high at Gateway Canyons Resort & Spa 

and Château Saint-Martin & Spa’s flower-filled gazebo.



D E E P  D I V E

I N T O  A D V E N T U R E

Contact Your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor to learn about Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits.

CocoCay®, Bahamas

2017 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Multi-Generational 

Program – Cruise

WINNER

Venues, activities and itineraries vary by ship. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details. Images and messaging for Perfect Day at CocoCay refl ect current design concepts and may include artistic renderings. All destination features and experiences, and 
related delivery timing for these features, are currently in development and are subject to change without notice. Perfect Day and CocoCay are registered trademarks of Royal Caribbean. ©2018 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 18061841 • 4/12/18

This is not a cruise. This is family time redefined onboard the most spectacular ships at sea. Leave 

no wave unturned on the FlowRider®. Enjoy rush hour in bumper cars right on deck. Conduct science 

experiments at the Adventure Ocean® youth program. And plunge down the tallest slide at sea, 

Ultimate AbyssSM. All between adventures onshore, from exploring the waters of St. Kitts to soaring 

above Perfect Day at CocoCay on a 1,600-foot long zip line. Come Seek the Royal Caribbean®.
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After a round on Scotland’s 

iconic St Andrews Old Course, 

golfers can hit the new hy-

drotherapy circuit at the Old 

Course Hotel, Golf Resort & 

Spa. A recent expansion of 

the 144-room hotel’s Kohler-

branded spa also added a 

65-foot lap pool and a rooftop 

garden hot tub overlooking 

the links. Doubles from $588; 

Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and one Cham-

pagne afternoon tea for two. 

In British Columbia, Whistler Blackcomb’s après-ski scene is getting a boozy 

lift. Award-winning Vancouver mixologist Lauren Mote recently stepped behind 

the bar at Sidecut, the modern steak house inside the 273-room Four Seasons 

Resort and Residences Whistler, to concoct its new cocktail menu that pays 

tribute to famous peaks around the world. A 23-year-old Zacapa rum and 

other flavors from Guatemala’s famous Ring of Fire go into crafting a Volcán de 

Fuego, while Ketel One Vodka and locally brewed elderberry chai tea elevate 

the London Mountain, the original name for Whistler. Doubles from $175; Vir-

tuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

French film director Bruno Aveillan recently 
created a series of short films to commemo-
rate Soneva Resorts’ Festival of Colour, a 
year-long celebration inspired by the vari-
ous hues travelers experience in paradise. 
Every month will honor a different color, 
and guests at the Maldives’ 57-room Soneva 

Fushi and Thailand’s 36-room Soneva Kiri 

can take part in a series of themed events 
hosted by visiting artists, authors, wellness 
gurus, and more. At a yellow-centric Soneva 
Fushi in August, for example, astrono-
mer Massimo Tarenghi will lead guests in 
stargazing sessions at the resort’s observa-
tory. And at Soneva Kiri, guests can expect 
outdoor movie screenings, Michelin-starred 
guest chefs, and more. Soneva Fushi doubles 
from $1,036 and Soneva Kiri doubles from 
$904; Virtuoso travelers receive welcome and 
departure amenities and breakfast daily.

A Bright Occasion

PUTT, THEN PAMPER

Peak Happy Hour

Dream in color: Surfers silhouetted 

against an orange – Soneva 

Resorts’ hue of the month for 

March – sky at Soneva Fushi.

65-foot lap pool and a rooftop 

Fuego, while Ketel One Vodka and locally brewed elderberry chai tea elevate 



IMAGINE A NEW WAY TO

EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor 

for more information.

Discover an exclusive collection of unique tours, offering 

incredible encounters, hands-on exploration, and the 

freedom to roam – all within the structure and security of 

travelling in a small group.
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EARTH BOUND
Cruise lines and environmentally focused groups unite to celebrate and protect our planet.

GREENING THE GALÁPAGOS
Santa Cruz Island’s lush cloud forest 

is home to the largest of 15 Scale-

sia species found in the Galápagos. 

These native trees and shrubs, which 

provide sanctuary to numerous types 

of endemic birds, are often compared 

to Darwin’s finches for their remark-

able adaptability to the archipelago’s 

different vegetation zones. Scalesia 

are among the 30,000-plus seedlings 

planted in Santa Cruz’s Los Gemelos 

highlands as part of an ongoing col-

laborative effort between Celebrity 

Cruises and Galápagos National Park. 

Celebrity passengers and crew mem-

bers alike have taken part in the refor-

estation project, which aims to restore 

areas affected by humans and invasive 

plants. Their enthusiasm and hard work 

have helped the program exceed its 

initial goal by 150 percent so far.

MUSIC OF THE SPHERE
An indri – the world's largest le-

mur – performing aerial acrobatics 

in Madagascar’s forest and a fearless 

giraffe escaping a lion trap set in the 

Namib desert are just a few of the stars 

in BBC Earth’s hit documentary series 

Planet Earth II. Their feats are even 

more amazing when accompanied by 

a live orchestra during Planet Earth II in 

Concert, now showing on most Holland 

America Line ships. The new multi-

media production, which combines 

incredible nature footage from the 

series with music from Oscar winner 

Hans Zimmer, complements additional 

BBC Earth programming on board. 

GAUGUIN GONE WILD
Protecting the world’s last intact wild 

places begins with education. Paul 

Gauguin Cruises’ Wildlife Discovery Se-

ries brings Merry Camhi, director of the 

Wildlife Conservation Society’s New 

York Seascape program, aboard the 

332-passenger Gauguin to share her 

research and insights on marine eco-

systems during an eight-day Tahiti and 

Society Islands cruise. Departure: De-

cember 15, 2018; from $3,995, including 

round-trip air from Los Angeles.

Clockwise from left: Gauguin 

cruises Moorea, Planet Earth II  

in Concert, and a tree grows in  

the Galápagos. 



W I T H  T H E  A I R L I N E  T H A T  F L I E S  T O

M O R E  C O U N T R I E S  T H A N  A N Y  O T H E R

HEAR M O R E

T U R K E Y

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information.
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SHIP REVIEW

Alaska, Magnified
A small-ship cruise to the Great Land shows why size really does matter.

It’s hard to get your head around Alaska.  

Its 586,000-square-mile immensity, cou-

pled with the reduced navigational abilities 

of megaton cruise ships, means that many 

lines stick to popular ports that provide 

a broad outline, but blur the details – an 

intimate encounter with an orca, the crack 

of a close-by calving glacier – that truly 

define the state. Going small can provide 

a more complete picture, as Vancouver, 

B.C.-based Virtuoso travel advisors and life 

partners Sue and Bob Bradley learned on a 

summer cruise aboard the 458-passenger 

Seabourn Sojourn. “Larger ships just can’t 

go to the same places,” say the Bradleys, 

“particularly when cruising up the fjords to 

view the glaciers.” Here, the couple fills us 

in on the finer points of their adventure.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

“The Sojourn definitely has some of the 

nicest cruise ship accommodations we’ve 

ever encountered: Our first ‘wow’ moment 

was when we saw the bathroom in our 

suite – it was bigger than our bathroom at 

home! The amenities are stellar as well; for 

example, a recent refurbishment updated 

the already outstanding spa area to ac-

commodate wellness offerings from Dr. 

Andrew Weil.”

COMFORTABLE ELEGANCE  

“The ambience was a pleasant surprise –  

casual and upscale at the same time, 

without any sense of pretentiousness. It 

was matched by attentive yet unobtru-

sive service: On a particularly cold and 

rainy day, we returned to our cabin from 

a shore excursion to find that our steward 

had drawn a bath for us. She timed it 

exactly so the water was still piping hot 

when we got back.”

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS

“A glacier was calving when we were 

kayaking in the Endicott Arm fjord. The 

experience is impressive on its own, but 

when you’re down in the water among the 

massive ice floes, it officially qualifies as a 

lifetime memory. On our last day, we were 

treated to a humpback whale show for 

several hours courtesy of Mother Nature. 

The captain delayed our departure so we 

could watch as long as possible.” 

KEEPING THINGS REAL

“We stopped at the First Nations village of 

Klemtu to see a presentation of tradition-

al music and dance – what an authentic 

experience! The Sojourn also held a salm-

on cookout on deck that was particularly 

memorable. We sipped Alaskan craft beer 

while looking out on the Pacific waters 

where those fish came from.”

EXTENDED OUTLOOK

“We’ve surveyed many cruisers, and the 

number-one regret of those who have 

traveled to Alaska is that they didn’t stay 

longer and explore it by land. For this 

reason, we highly recommend an optional 

Seabourn Journey extension to Denali 

National Park and Preserve.”

 
CRUISE-TOUR TO CONSIDER: An 11-day Seabourn Sojourn sailing between Vancouver, B.C., and Seward, followed by a five-day Seabourn Journey 

highlighting Denali National Park and a domed-railcar ride to Anchorage. Cruise departure: August 31, 2018; from $3,999. Special Virtuoso Voyages 

amenities include a dedicated host, a welcome reception, and a private shore excursion in Juneau. Post-cruise Seabourn Journey from $3,199. 

Seabourn Sojourn sails Alaska’s 

Aialik Bay and (inset) kayaking 

in the Endicott Arm fjord.



www.slovenia.info

#ifeelsLOVEnia

SLOVENIA. Green. Active. Healthy.

Explore the green nature

ACTIVE

SLOVENIA
Search for new adventures in the spectacular scenery of Slovenia. Feel the joy 

of active experiences in the land of moderate climate, where the freshness of 

the Alps meets the breeze of the Mediterranean. Get ready to immerse yourself 

in the world of breathtaking diversity.
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South African park rangers and 
researchers use rhino notching – a 
process in which a tranquilized rhino 
has its ear notched and its horn micro-
chipped – to track animals and deter 
poachers. Assisting in a rhino notch-
ing at Phinda Private Game Reserve 
is one of many ways guests can travel 
with intention on andBeyond’s new 
philanthropy-focused tours in Kenya, 
Tanzania, and South Africa. Hands-
on experiences include adopting an 
orphaned elephant in Nairobi, joining 
Tanzanian schoolchildren for a lesson 
in local conservation efforts, visiting 
a medical clinic in the Serengeti, and 
learning about community develop-
ment in Cape Town.

Purpose 
Driven 

EAT IT UP: Learn proper noodle-kneading techniques at a soba-making class in Tokyo. 

The experience – part of a food-centric journey around Japan – is just one of the global 

adventures your Virtuoso advisor can arrange while working with Access Culinary Trips. 

Time to downshift? Here are three ways to slow down and see the world in style. 

Walk, Don’t Run

 • ROVE VERMONT: Sylvan trails and historic 

carriage roads lead to centuries-old hem-

locks, maple-sugar tastings, a glassblowing 

demonstration, and farm-to-table dining, all 

under the blanket of New England fall colors. 

Get in Step with a five-day tour from Back-

roads. Departures: Multiple dates, September 

10 through October 8, 2018; from $2,798.

 • GALLIVANT IN GEORGIA: Stroll through 

Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park’s alpine 

meadows and Tbilisi’s historic Freedom 

Square en route to the Black Sea, uncover-

ing ancient monasteries and uncorking 

bottles of saperavi wine along the way.  

Get in Step with a new ten-day Butterfield 

& Robinson tour. Departure: September 5, 

2018; from $7,495.

 • AMBLE AUSTRALIA: A noshing tour of Mel-

bourne, vineyard visits in the Yarra Valley and 

on the Mornington Peninsula, treks along the 

Great Ocean Road, and Aboriginal rock art 

viewing in the Grampians await in the south-

eastern state of Victoria. Get in Step with 

a private, 15-day tour from Cox and Kings. 

Departures: Any day October 1, 2018, through 

May 31, 2019; from $10,995.

In South Africa, a black 

rhino makes a good point 

and (inset) studying up at 

Mnqobokazi’s Nkomo School.

on the Mornington Peninsula, treks along the 

In South Africa, a black 

rhino makes a good point 

and (inset) studying up at 

Mnqobokazi’s Nkomo School.
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A self-drive tour of Scotland and Ireland leads to 
high-flying adventure in the forests of Killarney. 

WINGING IT

IN THE MOMENT 

“This was an amazing experience,” 

says Virtuoso traveler Lacey Day of 

her hawk walk in Killarney, Ireland. “It 

was just us and our guide strolling 

through the forest with a smart and 

beautiful bird of prey, learning about 

the history and craft of falconry.” 

Lacey’s fi ancé Jason Hazel snapped 

this picture as the hawk perched on 

her glove.   

THE TRIP

Lacey and Jason spent almost three 

weeks touring Scotland and Ireland 

by car, on a trip planned by Bellaire, 

Texas-based Virtuoso travel advisor 

Kym Harrell. “We wanted to explore 

on our own, and we needed help fi g-

uring out the best way to see every-

thing on our list in a relatively short 

period of time,” says Lacey. “Traveling 

by car allowed us to experience not 

just the big attractions and cities, but 

all the quaint towns and history 

along the way.”

WHERE NEXT? 

The Houston-based couple plans to 

honeymoon in Europe, starting in 

Madrid before heading to Italy on a 

food lovers’ dream trip, with stops in 

Genoa, the Cinque Terre, Florence, 

Bologna, and Venice. “Kym has taken 

care to select hotels and design a 

route based on our specifi c interests. 

Plus, she’s included downtime to relax 

and really savor Italy,” says Lacey. 

“We’re so excited.” 

A bird in the hand: Learning the 

sport of falconry in Ireland.

TIP

“In Scotland and 

Ireland, it’s going to rain, 

but don’t let that keep you 

from exploring. The rainfall 

comes and goes quickly, so 

make sure to get out there, 

even if the weather 

isn’t behaving.”

– Virtuoso traveler 

Lacey Day

Send your best travel shots to editors@virtuoso.com

for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Traveler.

Island Adventures

Calala Island - Nicaragua

Isla Chiquita - Costa Rica

Jicaro Island - Lake Nicaragua

Isla Palenque - Panama

Explore the unique islands 

of Central America

Custom Itineraries to 

Central & South America + Cuba
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ECUADOR ON THE MOVE
Travel to the eco-rich South American country is right on track.

World travelers were rattled 

when a major earthquake struck 

Ecuador in April 2016. Now 

though, tourism is back and 

better than ever, says Virtuoso 

travel advisor Varya Simpson. She 

recently visited the biodiverse 

country with one of Virtuoso’s on-

site connections, Metropolitan 

Touring, exploring Quito’s Old 

Town while staying at a historic 

boutique hotel, connecting with 

nature at a posh eco-lodge in the 

Mindo cloud forest, and riding the 

“Devil’s Nose,” a white-knuckle 

section of rail line in the Andes, 

aboard Tren Crucero. Simpson, 

who’s based in Berkeley, Cali-

fornia, describes the four-night 

luxury rail trip between Guayaquil 

and Quito as “not just a journey 

from one point to the other, but 

a beautifully designed, inclusive 

tour that allows visitors to experi-

ence some of Ecuador’s many 

cultural facets.” (Working with 

your travel advisor, Metropolitan 

Touring can add the rail journey 

to any tailor-made tour.) Here, she 

shares a few moving experiences 

throughout the country. 

ALL ABOARD

“Tren Crucero passed through a 

great variety of landscapes, from 

lush lowland plantations to the 

country’s spine of volcanoes and 

barren Andes mountainscapes. 

Each day, we made interesting 

stops: a local ranch with llamas, vi-

cuñas, and beautiful horses, where 

cowboys displayed their dexterity; 

a large rose-growing enterprise 

with huge hothouses filled with 

brilliant, multicolored blooms; and 

a local crafts market to watch 

skilled artisans carve tagua nuts (I 

bought a small octopus sculpture). 

As the sun went down, we retired 

to traditional haciendas and five-

star hotels for the night. I felt we 

had truly experienced it all.”

FULL FLAVOR

“Throughout the trip, I was con-

stantly being plied with delicious 

local snacks. Aboard the train, 

there were baskets full of indig-

enous tropical fruits, including vari-

ants of passion fruit I didn’t know 

existed. During one stop, we tasted 

ice cream made from glacial 

ice, chopped off at the source by 

an older man who hauls it down 

on the backs of donkeys. At Casa 

Gangotena in Quito, I sampled 

fabulous Ecuadorean chocolate.”

SURPRISE, SURPRISE

“I didn’t expect the great diversity 

of people and landscapes, from 

the most modern to the most rural. 

Mashpi Lodge connected me to 

the teeming world in the incredible 

cloud forest, including hundreds 

of butterfly species and more than 

30 different hummingbirds. The 

train offered us handmade artisan 

products each day and always pro-

vided unexpected treats: Once, a 

gleeful troupe of masked dancers 

came on board to entertain us. But 

I don’t want to say too much and 

give it away!” 

FARTHER-FLUNG 

ADVENTURES 

“I was told not to miss Cuenca, 

so I flew down for two days to 

explore this beautiful, well-

preserved colonial city. Cuenca 

is now attracting large numbers 

of residents from around the 

world, especially the U.S., who 

retire there for the nice weather, 

good hospitals, low cost of living, 

and relaxed attitude about life. Of 

course, every visitor to Ecuador 

should also spend at least a few 

days cruising the Galápagos – 

what an excellent opportunity to 

experience nature in some of its 

most unusual forms.”

Tren Crucero traverses the 

Andes and (below) Quito’s 

Old Town from Casa 

Gangotena’s terrace.



Wildly successful wilderness 

adventures start here

¨

2017 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best VAST Partner

WINNER

Contact your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor for details

The World’s Most Awarded

Safari Outfitter
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Power 

Breakfasts

Rather than serve sugary carbs and 

fatty proteins, chefs are increasingly 

drawing on clean and nutritious foods 

to produce morning meals that power 

the day’s adventures. Here are three 

restaurants worth the trek.

  PARK CITY

Montage resorts around the world, including 

Utah’s Montage Deer Valley, now feature 

healthy menus from Hollywood wellness 

guru Kelly LeVeque, known for keeping 

clients such as Jessica Alba in shape. At 

the resort’s Apex restaurant (9100 Marsac 

Avenue), power up with peaches-and-greens 

smoothies and organic eggs with sautéed 

spinach and avocado.

LONDON

Channeling the owner’s Australian bush up-

bringing, Farm Girl focuses on fresh produce 

in three London locations, including a new 

all-day Chelsea spot (9 Park Walk). Tuck into 

an açai bowl or baked aubergine (eggplant) 

with a poached egg, and order bee pollen or 

chia seeds, among other superfood additions, 

sprinkled on top.

  LOS ANGELES 

A modern diner in midcentury digs, Winsome 

(1115 Sunset Boulevard) brings a California 

sensibility to breakfast standards, including 

potato röstis of crispy spuds topped with 

smoked salmon, basil tahini, fennel pollen, and 

sunny-side up eggs. Also highly suggested: 

buckwheat and semolina pancakes topped 

with seasonal preserves and chestnut honey. 

Avenue), power up with peaches-and-greens 

potato röstis of crispy spuds topped with 
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The world’s oldest surviving block of Victo-

rian mansions, London’s best-preserved 

nineteenth-century loos, and a 300-foot-

high bell tower hidden in the Houses of 

Parliament are just a few of the treasures 

author Christopher Winn uncovers in Walk 

Through History: Victorian London. $14, 

penguin.co.uk. 

Raw and totally riveting, Walking the 

Americas: 1,800 Miles, Eight Countries, 

and One Incredible Journey from Mexico 

to Colombia chronicles Levison Wood’s 

epic, four-month trek through Central 

America, encountering indigenous tribes 

and dangerous wildlife, Nicaraguan revo-

lutionaries and unexcavated Mayan ruins, 

flash floods and migrant families along the 

way. $19, amazon.com. 

Sometimes you need to get off the beaten 

path to find a true sense of place. In The 

Hidden Ways: Scotland’s Forgotten 

Roads, Alistair Moffat wanders Scotland’s 

ancient warpaths, pilgrim trails, and other 

long-overlooked routes to gain under-

standing into the mark his ancestors left 

on the country’s landscape and history. $17, 

barnesandnoble.com.

RAMBLE ON

New walking-themed reads 

that inspire wanderlust.

“When you’re in love,” said Carl 

Sagan, “you want to tell the world.” 

Such is the case with author and 

photographer Adam L. Weintraub and 

Pisco Patrimonio: The National Spirit 

of Peru. The fruit of nearly a decade of 

photography and research, Weintraub’s 

latest tome was borne from “a certain 

patrimonial obligation to share” his 

profound affection for the first distillate 

of the Americas and “to bring this won-

derful drink to people everywhere.”  

Weintraub, the author of Vista Andina 

and cofounder of Museo del Pisco – 

a hip watering hole in four Peruvian 

locations that hosts mixology classes 

and houses an immense collection of 

piscos – proves a worthy candidate to 

chronicle the spirit’s almost 500-year arc 

in Peruvian history. His warm, vibrant 

photos also provide an intimate per-

spective on pisco’s distillation process, 

historic family-run bodegas in the Ruta 

del Pisco (Peru’s official growing region), 

and influential artisanal producers 

passionate about their craft. With a 

prologue from chef Óscar Velarde of 

Lima’s La Gloria and an introduction 

from pisco master Johnny Schuler, Pisco 

Patrimonio culminates with recipes for 

must-try Peruvian dishes and cocktails, 

from the classic pisco sour and Capitán 

to more-modern, macerated piscos 

infused with the likes of tree bark and 

medicinal herbs. ¡Salud! to that. $45, 

adamw.com/books. 

If the Spirit Moves You 

For our in-depth interview with the author, including 

the best pisco bars to sidle up to when in Lima, Cuzco, 

and Arequipa, visit blog.virtuoso.com/culinary.

Q&A

From top: Hands-on harvesting at Bodega Don Amadeo and counter culture 

at Antigua Taberna Queirolo in Lima’s Pueblo Libre neighborhood.



SAIL THAILAND 

ABOARD AN  

AUTHENTIC TALL SHIP 
 
Experience crisp white sails snapping overhead as untouched 
ports come into view. Join a dive master for some of the 
world’s best diving, or try the other complimentary water 
sports, including kayaking, paddleboarding, and waterskiing.  
The crew is always convivial and the casually elegant ambience  
is reminiscent of a private yacht.  

Northern Phuket Diving Adventure

7 Nights • Star Clipper  
Departures available November 3, 2018 through April 13, 2019 

Itinerary:

Phuket, Patong Bay, Thailand • Ko Surin, Thailand • Similan 
Island, Thailand • Hin Daeng, Thailand/Ko Rok Nok, Thailand 
•  Langkawi, Malaysia • Ko Kradan, Thailand • Phang Nga Bay, 
Thailand/Ko Hong, Thailand • Phuket, Patong Bay, Thailand 

Complimentary Virtuoso Voyages Exclusive:

$150 shipboard credit per cabin; December 1, 2018, sailing   
includes Virtuoso Voyages additional  
$250 per person custom credit, 
welcome reception, and onboard 
Virtuoso host 

Virtuoso Oceanview fares  

from $1,690 per person.

$400 Air Credit per person 

Sailings from $1,290 per person (after air credit applied)
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Higher Calling
Tourism to suborbital space 

prepares for takeoff.

In early April, Virgin Galactic 

lit up the morning skies above 

California’s Mojave Desert 

with spacecraft VSS Unity’s 

first supersonic rocket-

powered flight. After climbing 

to roughly 46,500 feet, Unity 

detached from mother ship 

VMS Eve, at which point pilots 

Mark Stucky and Dave Mackay 

fired its rocket motor for 30 

seconds, accelerating to Mach 

1.87 and reaching an altitude 

of 84,271 feet. On descent, 

the pilots successfully tested 

the six-passenger spaceship’s 

“feathered” reentry configura-

tion, in which the tail assembly 

rotates upward to create drag 

and stability (modeled after 

badminton shuttlecocks’ slow 

descent), before gliding back 

to Mojave Air and Space Port.

The milestone event was 

Virgin Galactic’s first powered 

flight of its spacecraft since 

the loss of its VSS Enterprise 

in October 2014 and marks 

the start of the final phase of 

test flights. The company is 

currently preparing to move 

to its home base at Spaceport 

America outside Truth or 

Consequences, New Mexico, 

with the aim of becoming the 

first commercial spaceline 

to fly passengers into subor-

bital space.

Out of this world: VSS  

Unity and (below) 

Spaceport America.
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ON THE WILD SIDE
Three exhibits that celebrate nature’s creations.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER  

WHAT: Wildlife photographer Peter Cava-

nagh masterfully captures birds in flight, 

and his work has been featured by the Na-

tional Audubon and American Ornithological 

societies. A new show, Birds of the Pacific 

Northwest and Some Southern Hemisphere 

Favorites, zooms in on Cavanagh’s puffins 

and penguins, owls and blue-footed boobies, 

eagles and other avian favorites in anticipa-

tion of his upcoming book, 100 Flying Birds: 

A Photographer’s Notebook. WHERE: Seattle 

Aquarium (1483 Alaskan Way), located on 

Pier 59 along Seattle’s waterfront. WHEN: 

Through the end of August 2018.

WHAT LIES BENEATH

WHAT: Though oceans cover nearly three-

quarters of the planet, they remain one of 

its last unexplored frontiers. Twenty-first-

century technologies are changing that, and 

Unseen Oceans shines a spotlight on these 

dark, mysterious depths as pioneering ma-

rine scientists use robotics, advanced sonar, 

and high-def imaging to reveal a new island 

forming in the Hawaiian chain, how blue 

whales spend their days, and other astound-

ing discoveries. WHERE: American Museum 

of Natural History (Central Park West and 

79th Street) on Manhattan’s Upper West 

Side. WHEN: Through January 6, 2019.

INTO THE FOLD  

WHAT: Flying birds, butterflies emerging 

from chrysalides, and a herd of graceful 

horses are among the larger-than-life fig-

ures featured in the outdoor art exhibition 

Origami in the Garden. Santa Fe artists 

Kevin and Jennifer Box created more than 

20 bronze, steel, and aluminum sculptures 

inspired by the ancient Japanese art of pa-

per folding. WHERE: Lewis Ginter Botanical 

Garden (1800 Lakeside Avenue, Richmond, 

Virginia), ranked among the top botanical 

gardens in the U.S. WHEN: Through Sep-

tember 30, 2018.

CUSCO - PUNO - AREQUIPA  

3 DAYS, 2 NIGHTS

PERUVIAN HIGHLANDS

AREQUIPA - PUNO - CUSCO 

2 DAYS, 2 NIGHTS

ANDEAN PLAINS & 

ISLANDS OF DISCOVERY

CUSCO - PUNO

1 DAY, 1 NIGHT

SPIRIT OF THE WATER

PUNO - CUSCO

 1 DÍA, 1 NOCHE

SPIRIT OF THE ANDES

SOUTH AMERICA’S FIRST 

LUXURY SLEEPER TRAIN

JOURNEYS

1 DAY, 1 NIGHT

1 DAY, 1 NIGHT



Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor for details.

The toughest part is going home.SMSM

The Ultimate  
Multi-Sport Vacations

• Designed to get the absolute most  
out of each of the destinations we visit.

• Explore well off the tourist track,  
while doing the things you love.

• Active, invigorating adventure, tailored to  
your level of energy and endurance.
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TECH 

BIG DEAL 

Special perks are par for the 

course when booking a hotel stay 

through a Virtuoso travel advisor. 

Guests at Hôtel Royal - Evian Resort at 

the foot of the French Alps, for example, 

receive a complimentary round of golf for 

two, including green fees and cart rental in 

addition to the resort’s standard amenities 

(think breakfast daily and a room upgrade, 

if available). Evian is just one of many 

hotels in the Virtuoso network to expand 

its list of bespoke amenities, which include 

a Maldives sunset cruise for two at Taj 

Exotica Resort & Spa and a visit to the 

Loisaba Conservancy headquarters while 

on safari at Kenya’s Loisaba Tented Camp.

That’s a Gimme

In a world ruled by texts, IMs, and 

social media posts, communicat-

ing by snail mail feels downright 

daring. Fusing classic and mod-

ern, analog and digital, the new 

Pixinote app lets you reach out 

to loved ones with notecards sent 

directly from your iOS device to 

their physical postbox. Just pick 

a name from your contacts, write 

a short message, add a selfi e or 

favorite travel image (even emoji, if 

you must), and hit send. It’s a great 

way to share vacation memories – 

no cloud backup required. $3 for 

one note; $12 for fi ve.

You’ve Got Mail
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BIRD’S THE WORD
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– Sarah Swanson, coauthor of Must-See Birds of the Pacifi c Northwest

BOOK IT

Princeton Illustrated 

Checklistsfifififififififificfificfifififi

fififificfimpfififlfifififivfififififififi
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fifififififififlfifififiAfifificfifl From 

$16, press.princeton.edu.

DOUBLE DUTY
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Mountainsmith TrekkerFX 
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HAT TRICK 

Tilley’s T5MO Organic Air-
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STAY FOCUSED

Nfifififi’fifiD7200fiDSLRfipfififi

vfifififififififififififififififififlfifififififi,fi

1080pfifififififiHDfivfifififi,fififififi

fififififififififiWfifiFfifififififififififififififlfifififi

fifififififimfififififlfiAfififififlfifiNikon 

AF-S Nikkor 200-500mm 

telephoto lensfiwfififlfivfififififi

fifififififififificfifififififififificfififip,fi

zfifimfifififififififlfifififlfiCamera 

from $1,000; lens from 
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CARRY ON
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Skyline 15 hiking pack
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EASY ON THE EYES
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KASEY AUSTIN
Outdoorswoman

Vice president of operations for adven-

ture-travel tour company Austin Ad-

ventures and Outside magazine’s 2014 

Family Guide of the Year, Kasey Austin 

is an exuberant champion of outdoor 

recreation in general, but especially 

of its ability to inspire and empower 

women. Spurred into action by increasing 

demand, the 28-year-old introduced the 

company’s first women-only itineraries 

this year: 12-person adventures (led by 

her) in Costa Rica, Zion and Bryce Canyon 

national parks, and Glacier National Park.

IF YOU WERE A MERIT BADGE, WHICH 

ONE WOULD YOU BE? “Happy camper: 

Life is good.”

FAVORITE MEMORY FROM YOUR COSTA 

RICA TRAVELS: “Getting almost too close 

to caimans on a kayaking trip through 

Tortuguero National Park. So cool.”

IF YOU COULD TAKE PEOPLE ON ONLY 

ONE TRAIL, IT WOULD BE: “Angels 

Landing in Zion. It’s five miles round-trip, 

and its exposure and drop-offs are sure 

to challenge anyone’s version of normal. 

There are sections with chains secured in 

the rock where you pull yourself up the   

mountain. Freaky, but fun – and totally do-

able with an on-trail support network.”

HARD-WON LIFE LESSON FROM THE 

RIVER: “Go with the flow. There’s no 

fighting a river – or life’s direction – so just 

roll with the current.”

CHOCOLATE OR CHOCOLATE LUNA 

BAR? “Chocolate everything!”

A LUXURY WE’LL ALWAYS FIND IN 

YOUR DAYPACK: “My swimsuit. It’s light-

weight and good for a polar bear plunge, 

no matter the time of year.”

THE ONE BOOK EVERY WOMAN 

ADVENTURER SHOULD READ: “Wild by 

Cheryl Strayed.”

FAVORITE GUIDING PARTY TRICK: “I 

know an almost irritating number of 

riddles … ‘Give me food and I will live. Give 

me water and I will die. What am I?’ Fire.”

WILDERNESS SKILL EVERYONE 

SHOULD KNOW: “How to build a fire.”

AT SUNSET, YOU’LL FIND ME WITH: 

“A G&T and buttered popcorn, my two 

weaknesses.”

PLACE YOU’D MOST LIKE TO EXPLORE 

THIS YEAR: “Iceland or somewhere in 

Southeast Asia.”

Hiking the West Rosebud Trail in 

Montana’s Beartooth Mountains.

 
 

Hiking the West Rosebud Trail in 

Montana’s Beartooth Mountains.
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Ask The Advisors

What Are Some of Your 

Favorite Fairways?
Getting into the vacation swing is easy when you’re on a premier course in a beautiful part of the world. 

Here, Virtuoso travel advisors recommend a few spots that will make your friends green with envy.

“The International Association of 

Golf Tour Operators named Pebble 

Beach Resorts (including Casa 

Palmero) North America Golf Resort 

of the Year for 2018. South Carolina’s 

Ocean Course is attached to the 

family-friendly Sanctuary at Kiawah 

Island Golf Resort, just 25 miles from 

Charleston’s history, culture, and great 

restaurants. Scotland’s Old Course 

at St Andrews is a must-visit, even if 

you’re not a golfer. My family walked 

the course, which is in the middle of 

town and open to the public year-

round, then visited St Andrews’ castle 

and cathedral before ending the day 

with a whisky tasting.”

“For me, golf is all about the 

memories: While good and bad 

shots ultimately blend together, the 

experiences and friendships never 

fade. That’s why I steer my clients to 

noteworthy courses like the one at 

Four Seasons Resort Nevis – where 

the occasional ball may be stolen 

by a monkey – or Caesarea Golf 

Club, Israel’s only 18-hole course. I’ve 

also gotten clients onto Le Prince 

de Provence, a private course near 

Mougins, France, where only the bil-

lionaire owners and their guests can 

play. It’s one of Robert Trent Jones 

Sr.’s last designs and was completed 

with the help of his son.”

“Georgia’s Sea Island is a fantastic 

golf retreat; its Seaside and Planta-

tion courses host the RSM Classic 

each fall, and The Cloister is one of 

the best hotels in the U.S. In Europe, 

Scotland’s classic links courses are al-

ways attractive for their different style 

of play. Gleneagles boasts a five-star 

hotel, and its PGA Centenary Course, 

site of the 2014 Ryder Cup, will host 

the LPGA’s Solheim Cup in 2019. I turn 

to Adventures in Golf to craft custom 

packages for my discerning clients: 

Their expertise and guidance are 

invaluable, and I can relax knowing 

that I have on-the-ground contacts to 

handle any last-minute requests.”

Jenny O’Neill

Laguna Niguel, California

Dan Brantley

Dallas

Josh Alexander

New York City

Get your greens at (clockwise from 

left) Gleneagles’ PGA Centenary 

Course, Four Seasons Resort Nevis, 

and Sanctuary at Kiawah Island 

Golf Resort’s Ocean Course.



TM 

ENCHANTMENT
To fi nd ourselves in places of beauty and wonder, to see the 

extraordinary and feel the exhilaration of being alive, on a 

planet, cupped in a galaxy. Isn’t this what we want and why 

we travel? Take a Lindblad-National Geographic adventure 

to anywhere—Antarctica, the Arctic, Galápagos, Polynesia or 

more—and experience what you never imagined was there. 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE ON OUR EXPEDITIONS 

High in the Arctic on a ribbon of sea ice at sunset. Photo: Sven Lindblad
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Travel Two Ways
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Machu Picchu: 

Train It or Trek It?
Prep for your pilgrimage to this ancient Inca wonder.  By Susan Hanson

TRAIN

Guests of the 50-room explora Valle Sagrado get 

reserved seating in one of PeruRail’s panoramic glass-

roofed train cars for the ride to Machu Picchu. Back at 

the lodge, housed in a sleek wood hacienda overlooking a 

corn plantation, you’ll stay busy on guided hiking and bik-

ing excursions to the surrounding villages and mountains. 

Three-night stays from $2,003 per person, including all 

meals, activities, and a Machu Picchu excursion. Virtuoso 

travelers receive a $100 credit for the hotel boutique.

TREK

Your travel advisor can work with Peru Empire Co., one 

of Virtuoso’s on-site tour connections, to craft a custom 

Machu Picchu exploration, including a private hiking and 

camping adventure on the Inca Trail. The trek is challeng-

ing – and altitude can be a struggle – but rewards come in 

the form of stunning scenery, inspiring moments, and some 

serious bragging rights. Four-day custom itineraries from 

$2,211, including all meals on the trail, camping accommo-

dations, porters, guides, and Machu Picchu entrance. 

M
ACHU PICCHU IS ONE OF THOSE ICONIC PLACES 

you have to see to truly appreciate,” says Natasha 

Rhodes, a Calgary, Canada-based Virtuoso travel 

advisor. “Images don’t do it justice.” The fifteenth-

century citadel – a series of plazas, terraces, and stone struc-

tures shrouded in cloud forest in Peru’s Andes Mountains – is 

one of the finest examples of Inca architecture. Visitors can 

access the mystical city on a 3.5-hour train ride from Cuzco 

or via a multiday hike on the Inca Trail. The rail journey is the 

most comfortable choice, while the trek attracts “those who 

really want to connect with nature and history, and who like 

to be physically challenged,” says Rhodes, who’s arrived at 

Machu Picchu both ways.  

Both modes definitely require some planning, which is 

where a Virtuoso advisor is key. Only 500 travelers per day 

can embark on the Inca Trail, and strict new entrance rules 

mandated by Peru’s government last year mean that all visi-

tors must be accompanied by an official guide and adhere to 

specific entrance times. No matter how you get there, Rhodes 

says, little prepares you for Machu Picchu’s magnificence: 

“It’s more than ruins – it’s the mountains, the sheer scale of 

the geography, and the landscapes.” 

Mountain high: 

Llamas grazing 

at Machu Picchu.

“

Guests of the 50-room explora Valle Sagrado get 



All images of Celebrity Florasm are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without 
notice. Celebrity Flora and Flora are trademarks of Celebrity Cruises. ©2018 Celebrity Cruises. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador. 

Celebrity Flora.SM

Evolution meets 

revolution.
Exploring the Galapagos Islands, May 2019.

Introducing Celebrity Flora, the first ship designed and built 

specifically with the Galapagos in mind. Every space, including 

the all-suites accommodations, features our innovative 

outward-facing stateroom concept, getting you closer to 

the destination than ever before. With every state-of-the-art 

technology, innovative materials and design—Celebrity Flora 

is one of the most eco-friendly and environmentally conscious 

ships sailing the Galapagos today.

Bookings now open. Availability limited.

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Penthouse Suite
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Good Going
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Noah’s Ark
Saving paradise in the Seychelles. By Costas Christ

T
HE TAKAMAKA IS REVERED 

among the Seychellois, who use 

its strong wood in traditional 

boatbuilding and its tiny green 

fruits for bush medicine,” explains El-

liot Mokhobo, North Island’s resident 

conservationist and guide, nodding to 

the mighty shade-giving tree on the trail 

beside us. Farther along on our hike 

through this private-island resort, we 

emerge onto a giant granite outcrop, 

where we spy several of the other 114 

isles in the Seychelles chain – including 

ROBIN REVIVAL: Fregate Island Private, a fellow upscale island retreat-cum-conservation sanctuary in the 

archipelago, played a key role in bringing the Seychelles magpie robin back from the brink of extinction. 

Idyllic North Island 

and (opposite) the 

Seychelles’ Aldabra 

giant tortoise.

“ Praslin, once thought to be the original 

site of the Garden of Eden – along with 

the thatched roofs of North Island’s 11 

eco-chic villas.  

In addition to being a luxury hideaway, 

North Island – available to guests like 

me traveling with Virtuoso’s on-site con-

nection, Wilderness Safaris – doubles 

as a conservation project called Noah’s 

Ark. Th e goal: Turn the destination into 

a sanctuary for some of the rarest 

species on earth. Due to its geographic 

isolation, the Seychelles (located in the 

Indian Ocean a thousand miles off  the 

East African coast) has been inhabited 

by humans for only 250 years, and most 

of the wildlife and plants that evolved in 

the archipelago are found no place else, 

including the Aldabra giant tortoise and 

the coco-de-mer palm, which has the 

largest nut in the plant kingdom. 

Th anks to ongoing conservation ef-

forts – with progress clearly visible since 

my fi rst visit a decade ago – you can fi nd 

both of these iconic species on North 

Island, along with the Seychelles fl ying 

archipelago, played a key role in bringing the Seychelles magpie robin back from the brink of extinction. 



ADVENTUROUS ICELAND
Explore postcard-perfect landscapes on a custom adventure designed  

by you. Will you descend into an ancient, dormant volcano? Bike the  

geothermal hot springs of Hveragerdi? Explore Langjökull glacier by 

snowmobile, then soak in a secret lagoon?

ACTIVE ICELAND | 7 days 

Reykjavik to Hveragerdi
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fox (a large fruit bat) and the Seychelles 

white-eye, a tiny bird once thought to 

be extinct. As ecologists continue their 

work to eradicate alien rodents and 

invasive fl ora found on the isle, other 

native species, such as the Seychelles 

blue pigeon and critically endangered 

hawksbill sea turtle, once rare here, 

have also returned to the island.

On the last day of my weeklong visit, a 

gentle swell rolls in, so I grab one of the 

resort’s guest surfboards and head to 

Petite Anse beach to ride some waves. 

Along with North Island’s notable eco-

logical accomplishments, I ponder how 

the Seychelles has collectively set aside 

more than half of its total land area for 

conservation and passed legislation guar-

anteeing its citizens the right to a clean 

environment. It’s a gift that keeps on giv-

ing – to locals and travelers alike.  

The goal: Turn the destination into a sanctuary 
for some of the rarest species on earth.
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Traveler’s Tale

Why I Travel
Marc and Karla Greenwald kick-started their travels with an adventure 

down under – their vacations haven’t been the same since.
Interviewed by David Hochman

I 
T WASN’T UNTIL HE WAS NEAR-

ing his retirement as a critical 

care physician in 2014 that Marc 

Greenwald got serious about 

travel. That’s when he reached out to 

Virtuoso. He explains, “I called and 

said, ‘Can you please help a couple 

of brand-new travelers find an expert 

on Australia and New Zealand?’ ” 

Next thing he knew, the doctor, 72, 

and his wife, Karla, 71, were planning 

a four-week Australian adventure 

from their home in Cape Cod with 

Clockwise from left: Machu Picchu, visiting a Cambodian school, and a shot from Londolozi in South Africa.

Kansas-based advisor Michael King. 

Their journeys haven’t stopped since. 

I want to keep learning; that’s why 

I travel. To see beautiful places, 

new ways of life, different tradi-

tions. It changes you. 

Here we were, people who never re-

ally went anywhere. We land in Aus-

tralia and New Zealand for a month; 

what a relief that Michael had every-

thing coordinated. The private guides 

he arranged were all locals, all friendly, 

and all knowledgeable about the best 

restaurants – the best of everything. 

The highlight was sitting down with an 

Aboriginal artist and learning to paint 

in the traditional style. Unforgettable. 

First step is, we talk about where 

we want to go. In the last few years, 

Michael has sent us to Africa and on 

a Mekong River cruise in Cambodia. 

Both of those trips were with Lind-

blad Expeditions. 



Experience the excitement of 

summer in Vail while enjoying the 

intimacy of the Sonnenalp Hotel.  

The Sonnenalp epitomizes the 

mix of adventure and elegance 

that sets Vail apart. Centrally 

located in Vail Village overlooking 

Gore Creek, you’ll enjoy our full 

service spa, activity programs, 

three restaurants and live music 

at the King’s Club lounge. 

For more information, contact  

your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

 Here, you can  
breathe adventure.
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In the beginning, we’d lug two 

huge checked bags, two of the big-

gest carry-ons, a camera bag, and 

anything else we could bring. Now 

we’ve got it down: Our two new 

Briggs & Riley carry-ons fit every-

thing we need for a month. 

Travel gives you instant perspec-

tive. You go to Cambodia and meet 

people in rural areas living on next 

to nothing, and yet they’re still hap-

py, kind, and welcoming. Back home, 

we get upset if the latest iPhone 

doesn’t do exactly what we ask.

 

Who can pick just one hotel? From 

an incredible bed-and-breakfast 

on the shores of Lake Taupo, New 

Zealand, to the extraordinary Pen-

insula and Mandarin Oriental hotels 

in Hong Kong, Michael knows what’s 

great in each destination and gets 

us fantastic deals. 

Photography is my hobby, so I still 

carry a DSLR camera. My Canon EOS 

5D Mark IV excels at wildlife photog-

raphy. But I have the coolest compact 

camera for Hawaii-type vacation 

shots: The Light L16 has 16 lenses that 

combine more than ten images into 

one amazing high-res photograph. 

On safari two years ago in South 

Africa, we watched a pride of lions 

take down a Cape buffalo. Nature  

is awesome. 

Keys to staying healthy while trav-

eling: Watch what you eat. Keep 

your hands clean. Sleep when the 

locals sleep to adjust your body’s 

clock. And if you’re heading to 

Cuzco in the Andes, you might  

want to take altitude pills.

WHERE NEXT? 

In July, we’re traveling with Michael 

and his family. We’ll cruise with 

Lindblad around the glaciers of the 

Alaska coast, with his kids and our 

kids – and probably more than a few 

whales. Then China in 2019. 

I want to keep learning; that’s why I travel. 
To see beautiful places, new ways of life, 

different traditions. It changes you. 

Marc and Karla Greenwald 

exploring Australia’s Red Centre.

Marc and Karla Greenwald 

exploring Australia’s Red Centre.
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To Your Health 

W 
HETHER THEY RECAP-

ture the enchantment 

of childhood fantasy or 

fulfill an elemental de-

sire to return to nature, tree houses have 

taken root in luxury travel. Appointed 

with plush furnishings and perks such 

as butler service and private chefs, these 

accommodations reward with a singular 

sense of removal without having to rough 

it. Better still, this natural choice can 

even improve your health. “Tree-house 

stays are a great benefit to travelers’ men-

tal well-being,” says New York City-based 

Virtuoso travel advisor Michael Holtz. 

“They’re a perfect place to clear your 

mind and embrace the outdoors while 

also enjoying a true five-star resort.” But 

the health benefits of retreating to nature 

go beyond simply taking you to your 

happy place: Studies have unearthed a 

number of physical boons too. Get well 

soon with these natural cures for the 

common hotel stay. 

DETOX

Chewton Glen | New Milton, England

It’s well known that spending time in 

nature decreases the stress hormone 

cortisol, but recent research also claims 

that exposure to phytoncides – natural 

compounds emitted by trees – boosts the 

body’s immune system. Enter Chewton 

Glen’s Treetox program, a five-day pack-

age available to guests staying in the 72-

room hotel’s contemporary Treehouse 

Suites. Administered by a team of thera-

pists, it includes a one-hour wrap using 

clay and an infrared blanket to draw out 

toxins, a two-hour Natura Bissé Zest and 

Zen treatment, and three private yoga, 

Pilates, or guided Nordic Walk sessions 

in New Forest National Park. Victoire 

Spoerry, a Virtuoso advisor based in 

Live It Up
The high life is a good life in these luxe tree houses.   
By Victoria Veilleux

The Cooper’s Hawk Tree House 

at Primland resort soars above 

Virginia’s Kibler Valley.



FEEL FREE TO VACATION 

WITHOUT BORDERS.

Feel Free to let inspiration guide you on your cruise vacation. That’s the beauty of 

sailing with Norwegian. Where unpacking happens once and relaxing, exploring 

and superb dining can happen whenever you like – all for one incredible price. 

Where spectacular entertainment comes straight from Broadway. Where there’s 

more sizzling dining choices than days of your vacation. Where splashes are larger 

and the thrills are greater. Book today to experience a journey as exciting as the 

destinations you’ll explore.

Take Thrills to a New  
Height and Walk the Plank.

Zipline Through a  
Rainforest Canopy.

Learn to Paddleboard  
and meet some locals.

Zoom Around the Largest 
Race Track at Sea.

©2018 NCL Corporation Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and USA     4/18

Book now and receive up to $300 in Onboard Credit per stateroom 
on select sailings. Plus enjoy all of Norwegian’s Free At Sea 
amenities when you book through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
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Paris, recommends planning extra time 

at the spa for its hydrotherapy pool cir-

cuit. As well, the package offers a special 

menu featuring a juice cleanse and 

alkaline-based meals (think favoring 

raw foods and beans over meats, sugars, 

and processed grains). Guests staying in 

The Yews – Chewton Glen’s newest and 

most spacious tree house, added to its 

three existing aeries last October – also 

enjoy a full-service kitchen and the op-

tion to hire a private chef. Doubles from 

$400; Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 hotel credit. Treehouse 

Suites from $1,185; The Yews from $3,970. 

Five-day Treetox packages from $7,665 

per couple.

SAVOR

Winvian Farm | Morris, Connecticut

Travelers flock to Winvian Farm to experi-

ence its 18 whimsical cottages, ranging 

from the Library (home to a book-lined, 

wraparound mezzanine) to the nature 

lover’s choice: the 780-square-foot Tree-

house, stilted 35 feet above the ground. 

“This is no ordinary tree house,” says Jack 

Ezon, a Virtuoso travel agency execu-

tive from New York City. “It’s a two-story 

suite with a fireplace on each floor, fully 

stocked minibar, steam shower, and 

Jacuzzi.” There are plenty of ways to stay 

active at this 113-acre estate, from biking 

to canoeing the Bantam River. However, 

it’s Winvian’s commitment to using ultra-

seasonal ingredients that serves as the 

most impressive health highlight. With 

its three greenhouses and three acres of 

organic gardens, guests needn’t look far 

to witness the seed-to-table circle at this 

Relais & Châteaux property. “The food is 

incredible,” Ezon raves. “Winvian’s chef 

forages through the extensive gardens to 

design a new menu each day.” Doubles 

from $695; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit. 

Treehouse cottage from $795. 

SOAK

Imanta Resorts Punta de Mita | 

Riviera Nayarit, Mexico

While Japanese shinrin-yoku, or forest 

bathing, has become a popular way to 

sample nature’s restorative powers, water 

also boasts serious healing properties. 

Studies show that exposure to ocean wa-

ter and air, for instance, positively impacts 

Clockwise from top: The Yews’ stylish design and spacious decks complement its 

natural settings, and Winvian Farm’s Treehouse cottage.

TREE-HOUSE TREATMENTS

Other resorts branch out with tree-house offerings in the form of spa-going. 

The Rainforest Spa at Saint Lucia’s Sugar Beach, a Viceroy Resort has 

seven thatched treatment gazebos, along with an open-air relaxation pavil-

ion suspended over running water. Additional uplifting experiences can be 

found at Hidden Pond’s new Tree Spa in Kennebunkport, Maine. Set eight 

feet off the ground and connected by a catwalk, its three rooms incorporate 

herbs picked from the resort’s gardens. Likewise, the two tree-house treat-

ment platforms at Spa Botánico, a five-acre oasis at Puerto Rico’s Dorado 

Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve, feature hammock massages using oils im-

bued with locally grown nutmeg, lemongrass, and limes. Look for the resort 

to reopen in October, following extensive post-hurricane renovations.
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the nervous system, lung health, and skin. 

At the 13-room Imanta Resorts Punta de 

Mita, the three-story, butler-serviced Tree 

House – perched on a cliff overlooking 

the Pacific and ensconced by lush jungle 

foliage – offers the best of both worlds. 

Be sure to take a deep cleansing breath 

on the expansive wood terraces wrap-

ping around this private villa, which is 

punctuated by a thatched rooftop. “The 

highlight,” adds Virtuoso advisor Annette 

Sordoni of Sherman Oaks, California, “is 

the private beach that only Tree House 

guests can access.” Another watery retreat 

can be found just beyond the villa’s door-

step: A waterfall cascades into the Tree 

House’s trio of private freshwater pools – 

two of which are temperature controlled. 

TIP  “At Imanta Resorts Punta de Mita, opt for a private sunset dinner on the cliff overlooking the ocean. 

Candles, indigenous flowers, Champagne, and local musicians strumming tunes just for you – 

it doesn’t get more romantic than that.” – Annette Sordoni, Virtuoso travel advisor, Sherman Oaks, California

Doubles from $760; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily, one dinner for two, 

and, with stays of five nights or more, two 

60-minute massages. Tree House from 

$5,500 for two to four guests.

ON THE COVER

SAFARI

Lion Sands Game Reserve | 

Mpumalanga, South Africa

Breakthroughs in brain health are big in 

today’s headlines, and recent findings 

indicate that activities such as going on 

safari can actually cause your brain to 

develop. The thinking: Exposure to novel 

environments causes new dendrites to 

form. Pair it with the rush of mood-lifting 

dopamine from perceived risk, and you 

have one healthy adventure. However, 

hearing a lion roar or a hyena cackle pos-

sesses little danger when you’re perched 

in the Kingston Treehouse at Lion Sands. 

Guests can simply lift the drawbridge 

of the 645-square-foot sanctuary and 

sip the Veuve Clicquot chilling in their 

gourmet picnic basket as the sun sets, 

safely aboveground and semi-encased in 

glass. Only the glow of lanterns distracts 

from the bounty of stars overhead in 

this electricity-free escape, one mile 

from the main resort. Sojourns in one 

of the reserve’s three tree houses are an 

add-on experience to standard stays 

at the 18-room Lion Sands – the only 

private reserve to straddle both Sabi Sand 

Game Reserve and Kruger National Park. 

Clockwise from left: Imanta Resorts Punta de Mita’s jungle gem and creature comforts at Lion Sands’ Kingston Treehouse.



WE ARE YOUR ACTIVE TRAVEL EXPERTS
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today

for details and reservations.

Biking   |   Multi-Adventure   |   Walking & Hiking   |   Active Cruises

ADVENTURE
THE BACKROADS

WAY
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Doubles from $1,200 per person (all-inclu-

sive); Virtuoso travelers receive compli-

mentary Wi-Fi and a 30-minute massage. 

Tree-house stays, including Kingston (as 

add-on experiences) from $340 per person 

(double occupancy). 

PRESERVE

Primland | Meadows of Dan, Virginia  

Conservationists can rest easy in the 

Cooper’s Hawk Tree House, one of three 

lofted lodgings at the eco-conscious Prim-

land resort. Built around a tangle of old-

growth branches, the cedarwood cabin 

soars 1,300 feet above the Dan River, of-

fering bird’s-eye views of the Kibler Valley. 

Despite its opulent interiors fitted with 

Frette linens and Bulgari bath products, 

attention gives way to the 564-square-foot 

deck, where guests can dine alfresco. The 

51-room LEED-certified resort goes to 

great lengths to honor and protect the en-

vironment: Elements restaurant features 

local, sustainable ingredients; rooftops 

at the lodge are made from recycled 

tires; and biofilters are in place to help 

protect the native trout population. Even 

the Donald Steel-designed golf course 

collects rain runoff for irrigation and 

is Audubon certified. Personal health 

is easily heeded here, too, with hiking, 

biking, and horseback rides along trails 

snaking through the 12,000 acres of pri-

vate land. Test your outdoor acumen with 

some geocaching or creatively alleviate 

stress with fly-fishing, sport shooting, or 

even tomahawk throwing. Doubles from 

$430; Virtuoso travelers receive a custom 

welcome amenity and a $100 resort credit. 

Tree-house stays from $830; Cooper’s 

Hawk from $960.  

Dreamy views from the Cooper’s Hawk Tree 

House at Primland.
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Long Weekend
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W 
ITH THE POSSIBLE 

exception of Route 66, 

there’s not a stretch 

of road in America as 

iconic or soul-stirring as Highway 1 

along California’s mythic Big Sur coast. 

Here, where the Pacific crashes into 

limestone coves and ancient redwoods 

soar through the mists, it’s less a drive 

than a communion with nature, beauty, 

and wonder itself. 

“Big Sur is an essential part of a Cali-

fornia coastal trip and an ideal weekend 

retreat,” says Virtuoso travel advisor 

Ken Neibaur of Menlo Park, California. 

“You can drive through the 90-mile area 

in just a few hours, but be sure to stay 

a few nights to experience the rugged 

mountain scenery, pristine beaches, and 

truly special Virtuoso hotels.”

After heavy rains last year, a series of 

landslides shut down sections of the cork-

screw route from San Simeon to Carmel-

by-the-Sea, leaving a prime 40-mile 

segment mostly inaccessible for months. 

The silver lining is that local resorts and 

businesses used the time to refresh and 

build out, and Big Sur today shines just 

a little brighter. The highway, navigable 

from the north since last fall, is expected to 

reopen completely in late summer. 

What hasn’t changed is the area’s       

allure, which has always drawn travelers, 

artists, architects, and pleasure seekers 

of every sort. The majority of Big Sur’s 

coastline is protected from development 

(it’s the longest such contiguous pre-

serve in the U.S.), which keeps the focus 

on the sea and mountains – with an 

occasional cameo by a cougar, California 

condor, or spouting whale. Adventure 

can take the form of beach-bicycling 

at low tide or a sunset kayak, but the 

real thrill is just soaking up that groovy, 

wave-splashed vibe. 

With the peaceful Post Ranch Inn as 

your base, here’s how to make the most of 

three days on the mother of all coast roads.   

The Open Road
After months of highway closures, Big Sur is back and better than ever.

By David Hochman

The high road: Highway 1 spans 

Bixby Creek Bridge in Big Sur.



HALF MOON CAY 
UNINHABITED, UNSPOILED, 

UNFORGETTABLE.

Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Half Moon Cay is a stunning 2,400-acre island in the Bahamas, 

owned exclusively by Holland America Line and protected as a 

nature sanctuary and wild bird preserve. A day on Half Moon Cay, 

a destination on most of our Caribbean cruises, is always 

mentioned as a guest favorite.

Fifty acres of the island are gently developed for you to craft your 

own experience: horseback riding in the surf, kayaking, paddle 

boarding, enjoying local food and drink, renewing wedding vows in 

our chapel — or just lounging on the sugar-white sand. The rest of 

the island is a natural wonderland of tropical flora and fauna with 

hiking trails and guided tours to explore, discover and embrace the 

unspoiled beauty that abounds.
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DAY ONE

Big Sur is as much about the drive as the 

arrival. It’s a winding 150 miles from San 

Francisco and 350 from Los Angeles on a 

two-lane strip that opened in 1937 after 

18 years of construction. Cell service 

gets spotty just as the road coils and the 

enchantment really starts to surge – the 

splendid isolation here outwits even 

those Silicon Valley gods to the north. 

On the approach from Monterey, the 

scenery is so stunning that it’s worth 

paying the toll ($10.25 per vehicle) to 

tour the famous 17-Mile Drive, an epic 

twist through Pebble Beach and Pacific 

Grove past Spanish Bay with teetering 

viewpoints exactly where you want them 

to be. The lone cypress tree on rocks 

jutting over the Pacific is not only the logo 

of Pebble Beach Golf Links: The company 

also trademarked the actual tree. 

How remarkable it is that the day’s 

destination nearly makes you forget the 

journey. Pulling into Post Ranch Inn, 

with its cantilevered cliff dwellings 

appearing to float between water and 

sky, you understand why the place is a 

favorite of tech moguls and honeymoon-

ing celebs. With very private modern 

guest rooms and suites on a ridgeline 

over the sea, the inn is as dramatic a set-

ting for adventure and romance as any 

in the U.S. (“It’s one of the last adults-

only refuges in the true luxury category,” 

Neibaur says.) The property, set on 100 

mostly untouched acres, emerged from 

the road closures with refurbished Tree 

House rooms (for more of our favor-

ite tree-house stays, turn to page 38) 

and new landscaping, plus a beautiful 

photography gallery selling collector-

worthy prints. Sierra Mar, the hotel’s 

restaurant, provides guests with picnic 

lunches to take to hidden beaches, and 

there’s a fleet of Lexus vehicles available 

at no charge. 

For dinner nearby, Nepenthe (48510 

Highway 1) sits 800 feet over the ocean 

in a homey cabinlike building that first 

opened in 1949. Lolly’s Roast Chicken 

Dinner is the signature order, with sage 

stuffing, cranberries, and just enough 

crisp skin and juicy meat to distract 

momentarily from the panoramic ter-

race vistas. 

DAY TWO

In such striking surroundings, Post 

Ranch guests typically arrive and are 

not seen again until checkout (looking 

What hasn’t changed is the area’s allure, 
which has always drawn travelers, artists, architects, 

and pleasure seekers of every sort.

Clockwise from left: Post Ranch Inn’s Sierra Mar deck, Cliff House living, and Post Gallery.



Destination focused.

Award-winning small ships.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The Thinking Person’s Cruise.®

S A I L  T H E  WOR L D ’ S  GR E AT  R I V E R S .

Only with Viking

Ask about Viking’s 2019 Early Booking Discount.

For details, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Grand European Tour 

Amsterdam to Budapest; 15 Days

Rhine Getaway 

Amsterdam to Basel; 8 Days

Romantic Danube® 

Nuremberg to Budapest; 8 Days

CST: #2052644-40
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exceptionally healthy and relaxed, it 

should be noted). But there’s plenty to 

do outside the suites. Strolls through 

the Sculpture Garden, morning yoga 

classes, and soaks in the heated infinity 

pools are big here, as are visits to the 

spa, where scenic treatment rooms 

include two couples’ suites in minimalist 

glass structures overlooking the verdant 

Ventana Double Cone peaks. 

Leaving the property is OK, too, if you 

absolutely must. Have your travel advi-

sor arrange a wildlife tour of Andrew 

Molera State Park (near mile marker 

51.2 on Highway 1) to spot rare Califor-

nia condors with a conservation expert, 

or go out to Garrapata State Park 

Beach (Highway 1, 18 miles north of Big 

Sur), farm-fresh picnic box in hand, to 

watch California gray whales pass close 

during their annual winter migration. 

Sea kayaking and beach biking to view 

otters and sea lions are other options. 

Stargazing is never a mistake on clear 

nights. Sheltered from the Bay Area’s 

urban lights, Big Sur’s skies are dark 

enough – particularly around Pfeiffer Big 

Sur State Park (near mile marker 47.2 on 

Highway 1) – to track satellites and shoot-

ing stars for an evening rich in wishes. Or 

just hole up at Post Ranch, where they 

bring out the telescope (and complimen-

tary wine) for a true cosmic experience. 

DAY THREE 

Big Sur Bakery (47540 Highway 1), 

around since 1936, is everybody’s fa-

vorite morning fueling station for fresh 

pastries and doughnuts, and, later on, 

for grilled sandwiches, meats, and fish. 

Farther south is Hawthorne Gallery 

TIP
 “The coast along 

Highway 1 is lined with 

beautiful hidden beaches. Just 

ask locals or hotel staff to direct 

you. You’ll likely have a piece of 

the Pacific all to yourself.” 

– Ken Neibaur, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Menlo Park, California

(48485 Highway 1), in a glass-and-steel 

structure under sheltering pines, with 

works large and small by contemporary 

California artists. 

For lunch, The Sur House (48123 

Highway 1) at Ventana Big Sur resort 

has an expanded ocean-view patio 

perched above the craggy coastline and 

a menu drawing from local farms and 

waters. If you’re lingering (or letting 

someone else drive), avail yourself of its 

10,000-bottle cellar of small-production 

Central Coast wines to complement 

house specialties such as the cioppino of 

clams, mussels, black cod, and crab. 

Saying goodbye to Big Sur is never easy, 

but the road out keeps the magic going. 

Even with thousands of residents and 

tourists, Carmel-by-the-Sea puts the 

“civil” in civilization. Strolling for antiques 

and knickknacks along charming Ocean 

Avenue is one of California’s ultimate 

pleasures. For a cozy last bite of Big Sur, 

try La Bicyclette (29 Dolores Street), a per-

fect corner bistro serving coastal classics 

in cast-iron cookware, pizzas and breads 

fired in a wood oven, and strong, freshly 

brewed coffee for the journey home. 

Clockwise from top: A meteor shower above Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, Post Ranch 

Inn’s yoga yurt, and chickpea panisse from The Sur House.



YES, SUR

How to go big on the California coast.

GO

April through October is the best 

time to visit Big Sur, but also the 

most crowded. Even in high season, 

a blanket of fog is likely to sweep 

over the coast, and nights can be 

sweater cool. Winter is definitely 

cozy, as long as you don’t mind some 

rain and turning in early. 

STAY

Post Ranch Inn is a bucket-list sort 

of place – a one-of-a-kind California 

treasure on a former nineteenth-

century mountain homestead. Each 

of its 40 secluded wood-and-glass 

“modules” is an architectural marvel, 

though the Cliff House may just out-

do the rest, with indoor and outdoor 

soaking tubs and views halfway to 

Hawaii. Doubles from $925; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 resort credit. 

Tucked into the Pacific headlands 

and surrounded by 243 acres of 

russet forest, Ventana Big Sur 

feels like a sylvan sanctuary. Wood, 

stone, and leather accents in its 59 

rooms bring the outdoors inside; 

for total immersion (and turndown 

service in the woods), choose one 

of 15 rustic-chic safari tents – part 

of the resort’s new glamping pro-

gram. Doubles from $750; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 resort credit. 

EXPLORE

Your travel advisor can work with 

Virtuoso’s on-site connection, Ameri-

can Excursionist, to craft customized 

day trips or a longer Big Sur vacation 

suited to your interests and tastes. 

Highly recommended: Extend your 

visit with explorations of Carmel-by-

the-Sea and Monterey. Suggested 

adventures include a horseback ride 

through Carmel Valley, a private 

sunset cruise in Monterey Bay, and a 

behind-the-scenes tour of the Mon-

terey Bay Aquarium.  

of the resort’s new glamping pro-

gram. Doubles from $750; Virtuoso 
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FOR GROWN-UPS

Happy campers: Taking to the 

water at Lake Austin Spa Resort.
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A
s a child, for ten years I attended sum-

mer camp, graduating to become a C.I.T. 

(counselor-in-training) and finally, at a 

Canadian wilderness camp, a full-fledged 

counselor. As a result, I can still lash sticks 

together to make a table in the woods, pilot 

a canoe with precise J-strokes, and win a 

greased-watermelon relay (the trick: hug 

the fruit loosely).

Over those years, I picked up other enduring skills 

that shaped my life. I’m still a distance swimmer, 

stargazer, and art maker – activities that were born 

and nurtured during my summer adventures in nature. 

An inner-city kid, I developed a love of the outdoors 

that compounds annually. Above all, I enjoyed the 

unbridled amateurism of it all, the enthusiasm to try 

everything, succeed or fail. We tipped sailboats and 

learned to right them. We scorched marshmallows and 

ate around the crust. We sang inappropriately cheerful 

songs about the Titanic sinking and spent rest hours 

whittling quietly. A recreational version of school, 

camp stimulated my curiosity: In place of reading, we 

were doing (even when, in retrospect, we should have 

been reading that sailing manual). 

As an adult, spurred by those early exploits, I pursue 

vacations as education-cum-action. I learned to fly-fish 

on an Irish estate, where I landed a whopper salmon. 

I’ve herded cattle on a Montana ranch with seasoned 

wranglers and held my own. I made big strides in 

perfecting my tennis stroke at an Arizona resort. And, 

in between hikes in Japan, I learned to make delicate 

wagashi, flower-shaped sweets, too pretty to eat later. 

It turns out I’m not alone. A desire for meaningful, 

experiential travel, similar to the camp experiences 

we had as kids, is catching on, says Jessica Ourisman, 

a Virtuoso travel advisor based in Baltimore. “Many of 

my clients are looking for a beautiful outdoor, fresh-

air vacation,” she says, “and find an organic energy 

that flows from being in nature.” What’s more, she 

adds, “these types of trips also inspire lifelong learn-

ing.” Indeed, many have staying power, as travelers 

pick up new passions and book their next adventure 

to pursue them further. 

Whether you’re indulging your inner child on a solo 

escape or seeking a time-out on a family getaway, 

the following sophisticated and stimulating vacations 

channel summer camp without the splinters.

BY ELAINE GLUSAC

Shrug off your adult cares and recapture 

those days when learning and play were 

synonymous – s’mores included. 
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WELLNESS

Get back in balance – 

then go jump in a lake.

F
rom picking up guests by boat 

in nearby Austin to cooking up 

harborside s’mores, Lake Austin 

Spa Resort knows how to have 

fun. The 40-room, 19-acre resort 

certainly takes wellness seriously – 

its 25,000-square-foot spa facility 

dispenses over 100 treatments –  

but it also recognizes that light-

heartedness is relaxing.

“Like a summer camp, Lake Austin of-

fers a host of activities based around the 

lake,” says Kim Rickels, a Virtuoso advisor 

based in Scottsdale, Arizona. “The atmo-

sphere is very playful, and you can do as 

much or as little as you want.”

The raft of daily activities to choose 

from – some 25 on a typical Tuesday –  

may include swimming, stand-up 

paddleboarding, kayaking, and waterski-

ing. Water sports serve wellness ends in 

a program called Ripple Effects, built on 

the science linking reduced stress and 

increased well-being to being in, near, or 

on a body of water. 

“You’ll get all the yoga, meditation, and 

wellness treatments you expect from a 

destination spa, but in a carefree resort 

setting,” says Rickels. “With a very cozy, 

Southern spirit,” she adds, “Lake Austin 

really encourages guests to explore.”

For every core class, there’s yoga 

with a live guitar accompaniment. For 

every spin class, there’s a sundown wine 

cruise. Collaging classes focus on using 

creativity for relaxation. Evening options 

range from astronomy sessions to live 

concerts and “beditation” – meditation 

before sleep. And at any hour, lakeside 

hammocks suggest a siesta.

DO IT: Doubles from $595 per person, 

including all meals, classes, and activi-

ties. Virtuoso travelers receive a $100 spa 

credit and complimentary Wi-Fi. 

AmaWaterways offers wellness-

themed European river cruises with 

classes in stretching, core, and circuit 

training, plus lectures on healthy 

eating and relaxation. Ships stow bi-

cycles for in-port sightseeing. Cruise 

to consider: an eight-day Danube 

sailing from Nuremberg to Budapest. 

Departures: Multiple dates, June 2 to 

November 3, 2018; from $2,999.

Combine adventure and en-

lightenment on a tour of the Indian 

Himalaya while following in Bud-

dha’s footsteps. A private 18-day 

tailor-made journey from Remote 

Lands features temple visits, a Gan-

ges cruise, sunset meditation, and 

an overview of indigenous medicinal 

plants. Departures: Any day through 

April 30, 2019; from $15,600.

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE  

Going with the flow 

on Lake Austin.

Going with the flow 

on Lake Austin.



L E G E N D A R Y

LUXURY & 
ALL-INCLUSIVE VALUE

F R O M  T H E  W O R L D ' S  M O S T  AWA R D E D  L U X U R Y  C R U I S E  L I N E

All fares and savings are per person, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only and do not include taxes, fees, and port charges. Your Crystal Savings are subject to 

availability at time of booking. All off ers and promotions are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time. ©2018 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. AD180453_O

LET THE WARMTH OF THE CARIBBEAN WRAP YOUR HOLIDAYS IN 

SUNSHINE AS YOU WELCOME THE SPIRIT OF THE ISLANDS.

DATE DAYS REGION FROM/TO SHIP FARES FROM

Nov 21 16
Thanksgiving 
Tropical Treasures

Fort Lauderdale to 
Los Angeles

Crystal Serenity $4,820

Dec 2 13
Island Rhythms & 
Big Easy Jazz

Fort Lauderdale to 
New Orleans 

Crystal Symphony $3,645

Dec 22 14
Creole & Caribbean 
Celebrations

Round-Trip New Orleans Crystal Symphony $5,000

BY SEA, RIVER, LAND AND AIR, WE HAVE REDEFINED THE WAY THE WORLD VIEWS LUXURY TRAVEL. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR

Worldwide destinations • Michelin star-inspired cuisine with Open-seating in up to 10 dining venues

including Nobu's only sea-going restaurants• Spacious staterooms and butler-service suites •Acclaimed service 

• Complimentary wines, champagnes and spirits • Free, unlimited Wi-Fi • Included gratuities 

• Award-winning entertainment and enrichment • Complimentary fi tness programs, optional spa indulgences 

• Crystal Adventures shore excursions, including complimentary Voluntourism
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Saddle up and hit the trail.

C
owboys aren’t born much 

anymore, but they can be 

made – and fast. 

My own cowgirl crucible 

occurred when Triple Creek 

Ranch’s head wrangler, who 

had his reins full escorting 

800 Angus cattle up to the 

high meadows of western 

Montana’s Bitterroot Mountains, 

rasped, “Breakaway! Left, 10 o’clock. 

Go get her!”

Though I’d ridden English in high 

school, my equestrian skills were as 

rusty as an old spur, but I dug my Frye 

boots into Fuji, my quarter horse, and 

lit out at a full gallop after the way-

ward calf, exhilarated to contribute to 

corralling the headstrong animal.

Between June and September, the 

25-cabin property indulges cowpoke 

fantasies by housing guests on a 

neighboring 26,000-acre ranch. At the 

end of long days in the saddle, wran-

glers return to hot tubs in the woods 

and elegant wine-paired dinners.

The laid-back resort makes trying 

any activity – from fly-fishing to 

horseback riding – a no-risk proposi-

tion. Pine-covered mountains and 

meandering streams invite explorers. 

Guests can practice archery, take a 

wildlife safari to see black bears and 

bighorn sheep, or just play a game 

of horseshoes and relax by the pool. 

Creative workshop weekends feature 

well-known Western artists, and 

preeminent winemakers headline 

vintner events.

“As a kid you think, ‘What do I do 

today to have fun?’ ” says Ourisman. 

“That’s what Triple Creek Ranch is like. 

You do things.” As an added bonus, 

the resort is all-inclusive, “so you don’t 

spend time signing receipts.”

DO IT: Doubles from $1,050, includ-

ing all meals; house wines, spirits, and 

beers; and most on-ranch activities. 

Virtuoso travelers receive a custom 

leather photo album and ten percent 

off standard rates.

 In northern New Mexico, 

Ted Turner’s 45-room Ver-

mejo Park Ranch sprawls over 

585,000 acres, home to wild 

horses and herds of bison and 

elk. In addition to daily hiking, 

wildlife watching, and trout 

fishing, special programs focus 

on climbing and photography. 

Doubles from $850, includ-

ing all meals, nonalcoholic 

beverages, and daily activities. 

Virtuoso travelers receive a 

$100 resort credit and compli-

mentary Wi-Fi.

 Tauck leads several tours 

in the American West that 

visit bucket-list national parks, 

including Yellowstone and 

Grand Teton, plus a Wyoming 

dude ranch where guests can 

ride horses or learn equine se-

crets from a “horse whisperer.” 

Tour to consider: an eight-day 

cowboy-country escape begin-

ning in Jackson Hole. Depar-

tures: Multiple dates, June 12 to 

August 19, 2018; from $3,990. 

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE  

Horsing around and (right)  

taking aim in Big Sky Country.

FOR GROWN-UPS



EMBRACE AMAMAGNA’S ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

Making hearts flutter is what AmaMagna does best. Her expansive Health & Wellness Studio, complete with modern 

exercise equipment and two massage rooms, offers a variety of fitness classes and discussions on holistic wellness. The 

ship also features a walking track, large heated swimming pool and whirlpool, as well as an exclusive water sports platform 

for intimate excursions aboard a sleek rivercraft—at no extra charge. Only on AmaMagna, a ship that truly “moves” you.

For More Information,  

See Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

AmaMagna on the Danube

Save up to $1,500 per stateroom  

on select 2019 sailings including AmaMagna

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015   |   2016

Voted Best Cruise Line Overall by Virtuoso, 2017
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T
here’s everyday cooking, and 

then there’s Blackberry Farm 

cooking: carefully sourced, 

back-to-basics soulful, and 

deliciously nourishing.

A 4,200-acre working farm 

abutting the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park in 

eastern Tennessee, Blackberry 

comprises 68 rooms in lodges and 

forest-set homes. The latter come with 

their own golf carts for getting to the 

swimming pool, lake, and, of course, 

The Barn – the destination restaurant 

and epicurean center where guests 

can shadow a chef for a day, catch a 

cooking demonstration, or participate  

CULINARY

Say cheers to Southern charm and farm-fresh fare.

in a private winetasting from the 

160,000-bottle cellar.

“I think of Blackberry Farm as a South-

ern-hospitality-channeling B&B that has 

the absolute best version of everything 

you could imagine on a homestead,” 

says Paul Tumpowsky, a New York City-

based Virtuoso agency executive.

The resort’s farmstead educator, 

Jeff Ross, provides insights into seed-

to-table cooking via garden tours and 

kitchen classes that teach knife skills 

and meal preparation. Guest chefs in-

clude the cream of the culinary world, 

from René Redzepi to Grant Achatz. 

“Blackberry Farm specializes in 

high-quality introductions into things 

Tennessee's Blackberry Farm and 

(opposite) chefs Sarah Steffan (at left) 

and Cassidee Dabney get cooking 

during a culinary demonstration.

FOR GROWN-UPS

Discover
GREENLAND
Encounter raw beauty and remote Arctic 

landscapes from our luxury expedition 

camp near the edge of the Greenland 

ice sheet—one of the most isolated 

places on Earth! Explore Greenland’s 

wild east coast by boat, kayak and on 

foot, where few travelers venture.
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2017 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Most Innovative

VAST Experience

WINNER

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL 

ADVISOR FOR DETAILS
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such as gardening, cheese making, and 

jelly making,” adds Tumpowsky. “Plus, 

beyond eating, there’s so much more 

to do.” For starters: hiking, cycling, 

and horseback riding to explore the 

rolling hills. Guests can also fly-fish on 

the Clinch River or wakesurf on the 

lake. Blackberry’s Wellhouse spa holds 

strength and yoga classes, trail runs, and 

journaling and juicing sessions. Forest 

bathing (meditative hikes in the woods) 

connects spa-goers with nature to re-

duce stress and heighten awareness.

If Blackberry represents rural life 

perfected, consider this summer’s 

campfire entertainment upgrade: 

intimate shows from musicians Chris 

Thile (August 5) and Emmylou Harris 

(August 17 through 19).

DO IT: Doubles from $1,045, includ-

ing all meals, pantry snacks and 

nonalcoholic beverages, and non-

guided activities. Virtuoso travelers 

receive a special welcome amenity 

and a $100 spa credit.

Oceania Cruises’ two-day foodie boot 

camps, offered on select Marina and Riviera 

sailings, include classes in knife skills, cook-

ing, and plating, culminating in a mystery-

ingredient challenge judged by the ship’s 

chefs. Cruise to consider: a 16-day Atlantic 

expedition sailing from Lisbon to Rio de 

Janeiro. Departure: November 28, 2018; 

from $1,999. Classes from $199.

 Through Sazón, the cooking school 

at the 37-room Belmond Casa de Sierra 

Nevada in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, 

students join the chef to shop in the 

town market, then return to prepare lunch 

with their purchases. Doubles from $305; 

Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 spa credit. Cooking programs 

from $65.

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE  
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T
hough nothing about The 

Phoenician, the highly man-

icured luxury resort back-

dropped by Phoenix’s rugged 

Camelback Mountain, says 

“camp,” the spirit of competi-

tion – embodied in its modern 

sports facilities – is alive and 

well. In my weekend of ten-

nis indulgence here, I arrived with a 

pretty weak backhand, but learned 

how to rip it by leaning into the 

stroke and catching the ball in front 

of me. Now it’s a veritable weapon in 

my tennis arsenal. 

In April, the 645-room resort 

opened its new bilevel Athletic 

Club, including a fitness center with 

panoramic views of Camelback. It 

adjoins the new seven-court Tennis 

Center, also home to two pickleball 

courts. The renovated golf course, 

reopening in November, will trim the 

tees from 27 to 18 holes to match the 

natural contours of the landscape.

“The Phoenician truly has some-

thing for every sports fanatic, but 

also spa enthusiasts, foodies, and 

kids,” says Courtney McCarthy, a Vir-

tuoso advisor from Hinsdale, Illinois. 

“If you’re looking for luxury combined 

with adventure, it caters to every age 

and interest.”

The resort’s sports facilities encour-

age players to develop their skills. 

Tennis clinics, for instance, span 

strength conditioning, live ball drills, 

and stroke analysis. Its I.FLY Trapeze 

school teaches elementary skills 

through more advanced wrist-to-

wrist catches.

Adventurous activities underscore 

the property’s desert appeal. The 

1.5-mile Cholla Trail that summits Cam-

elback starts within strolling distance 

of the rooms. Sunrise golf-cart safaris 

seek indigenous coyotes, chuckwalla 

lizards, and wild hares. Also highly 

suggested: Join a birding tour or set 

out solo to bike around the 250-

acre resort, then recover at the new 

24-treatment-room spa, home to a 

rooftop pool with sunset views. 

DO IT: Doubles from $300; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit. 

SPORTS & REC

Get in the swing of things and soar through the sky.

Backroads’ five-day 

multi-adventure camping 

tour navigates Montana’s 

Glacier National Park via 

foot, bike, and raft, with 

starry nights beside a 

campfire. Departure: Au-

gust 19, 2018; from $1,998.

Among a series of 

Alaska sailings, UnCruise 

Adventures’ eight-day 

Glacier Bay small-ship 

cruises leave Juneau for 

the wilderness on itinerar-

ies that include kayaking, 

stand-up paddleboarding, 

and polar-plunge swims. 

Departures: Multiple dates, 

June 1 to September 9, 

2018; from $4,545.

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE  

High times at The Phoenician's 

I.FLY Trapeze school.

FOR GROWN-UPS



live life luxuriously

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included — 

from flights to excursions and from gourmet dining to unlimited WiFi. Allow us to take care of every detail as you 

sail aboard our luxuriously appointed, intimately spacious and all-suite ships to more than 450 destinations in the 

company of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Virtuoso Voyages Benefits on a wide array of voyages:

ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE
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ARTS & CRAFTS

Paint (or write or quilt ) 

your masterpiece. 

F
or many people, it takes some 

decompression to remove the 

stress and distractions of daily 

life and access their creative 

core. A pilgrimage can aid this 

process, and for guests of the 

29-room Fogo Island Inn, get-

ting there – via flight and ferry –  

is part of the therapy. Poised on 

50-foot pillars above the Atlantic on a 

tiny island off mainland Newfoundland, 

the inn is about as far east in North 

America as you can go. 

“Fogo Island Inn takes effort to get to, 

but once you’re there, it’s magical,” says 

Sheila Gallant-Halloran, a Newfoundland 

native and Virtuoso advisor now based 

in Ottawa.

The 43,000-square-foot, white-clap-

board modernist inn, decorated with 

furniture, quilts, and rugs all made by 

area artisans, immerses travelers in the 

island’s traditional cod-fishing villages, 

guided by community hosts. Inn pro-

ceeds support an art program that of-

fers residencies to painters, filmmakers, 

and authors in architecturally unique 

studios scattered around the island. 

Those artists regularly offer presenta-

tions to inn guests, and local creatives 

hold writing, painting, and quilting 

courses, along with boat-building 

classes and jam-making weekends.

 Take classes in ikebana (flower arranging), pottery, calligraphy, 

papermaking, and more during a private 13-day Japan tour from 

Artisans of Leisure. Departures: Any day through December 31, 2018; 

from $24,945.

Ninety minutes north of Los Angeles, the 303-room Ojai Valley Inn 

frees guests’ inner artists with classes in jewelry making, tile painting, 

terrarium design, and macramé. Doubles from $380; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.  

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE  

The seasons color Fogo Island stays 

like few other destinations. In winter, 

guests explore the land by snowshoe. 

In summer, icebergs float past the 

picture windows, and fisherfolk wel-

come guests onto their boats. Nature’s 

rhythms inspire events at the inn too, 

from fall film festivals to summertime 

storytelling sessions by the bonfire.

“For travelers who want ‘stop-and-

sop’ – that is, really sopping it up – 

rather than fly-and-flop vacations,” says 

Gallant-Halloran, “Fogo is ideal.”

DO IT: Doubles from $1,460, including 

all meals, nonalcoholic beverages, a 

half-day orientation with a community 

host, and full use of the inn’s facilities. 

Virtuoso travelers receive a $100 resort 

credit and complimentary Wi-Fi. 

Artistic perspective: Fogo Island 

Inn, designed by Newfoundland-

born architect Todd Saunders.

FOR GROWN-UPS
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NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIA 

Seabourn Encore | Auckland to Sydney
16 days, Jan 22; Mar 11*,  2019

Contact your Vir tuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest

Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Vir tuoso Voyages amenities

including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Shore Experience.

*Fares based on these sail dates. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses

of $660 to $750 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other off er, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice.
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2018 Seabourn

From $7,999* FromULTIMATE ANTARCTICA & PATAGONIA

Seabourn Quest | Buenos Aires to San Antonio (Santiago)
21 days, Feb 3, 2019

$13,999*

SAN ANTONIO

Puerto
Montt
Castro

Punta Arenas

BUENOS AIRES

Montevideo

Chilean Fjords
El Brujo Glacier
Canal Sarmiento
Strait of Magellan

Beagle Channel

Reloncaví Sound
Gulf of Corcovado

Stanley, 
Falkland Islands/
Islas MalvinasUshuaia

Lemaire Channel
Paradise Bay

Drake  Passage
King George Island

Gerlache Strait

Weddell Sea
Hope Bay
Antarctic Sound

Note: Antarctica 
routing/landings 

dependent on weather 
and ice conditions

EXTR AORDINARY
 WORLDS™

S E A B O U R N ’ S

E l e g a n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  l u x u r y  u n b o u n d .

Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions in select destinations allow you 

to explore up-close with guidance and insights from our skilled Expedition Team. 

Note: Antarctica 
routing/landings routing/landings 

dependent on weather dependent on weather 
and ice conditionsand ice conditions

Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions in select destinations allow you Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions in select destinations allow you Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions in select destinations allow you Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions in select destinations allow you 

to explore up-close with guidance and insights from our skilled Expedition Team. to explore up-close with guidance and insights from our skilled Expedition Team. 



For reservations, call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today. 

Be sure to ask about special Virtuoso-hosted 

sailings and shipboard credits! 

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  FIJI  |  SOUTH PACIFIC

Built to navigate the lagoons of the South Pacifi c, the 

m/s Paul Gauguin off ers the only moving, luxury, all-inclusive, 

“overwater” experience in French Polynesia.

Included Airfare 
from Los Angeles



• EXPLORE THE EVERGLADES
Miami is just an hour from the renowned Everglades National Park, one of the world’s 

greatest nature reserves. This 1.5-million-acre wetland is a UNESCO World Heritage 

site rich with all kinds of natural life. Guests of COMO Metropolitan Miami Beach can 

experience this remarkable landscape for themselves, enjoying an airboat tour 

through the Everglades as well as return car transfers from the hotel. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until October 31, 2018. Your Virtuoso exclusive 

experience includes welcome treats, a day-trip essentials pack, and breakfast daily. 

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• PRIVATE VILLAS AT FINCA CORTESIN
Finca Cortesin Hotel, Golf & Spa has a little secret: La Reserva de Cortesin, a 

collection of four spacious holiday homes designed with excellence in mind. The 

villas each boast a private plunge pool as well as complete access to the hotel’s 

amenities. Nearby, there’s a world-championship golf course designed by Cabell 

Robinson, complete with a Jack Nicklaus Academy. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities 

include massages for two, breakfast daily, a room upgrade (if available), and more. 

• SOUTHERN AFRICA WILDLIFE WONDERLAND
Stand where David Livingstone stood when he first saw Victoria Falls. Your journey 

with African Travel takes you to Livingstone Island, on the Zambezi River. From the 

World Heritage treasures of the “Fairest Cape” in South Africa to unmatched wildlife 

viewing in Kruger National Park and the Okavango Delta, this kaleidoscope of 

adventures delivers the ultimate safari experience. 

Virtuoso rates from $12,995 per person. Book by July 31, 2018. Package includes accommodations, tours, daily 

game drives, a canoe or motorboat safari in Botswana, and an exclusive lunch on Livingstone Island. 

• COLONIAL CHARMS
Spend time immersed in colonial America and the Caribbean, sailing from New York 

City to Fort Lauderdale, with Charleston, Cape Canaveral, Ocho Rios, San Juan, and 

more in between. This Crystal Cruises® journey offers Virtuoso Voyages benefits, 

which include a tour of Charleston’s historic homes, featuring the renowned Roper 

House, one of the finest Greek Revival houses in the United States, and lunch at the 

Wentworth Mansion’s four-diamond Circa 1886 Restaurant. 

Virtuoso fares from $4,105 per person. Crystal Symphony® departs New York City October 25, 2018. 

• TASTE OF BORDEAUX
See, feel, and taste the luscious Bordeaux region with AmaWaterways and Virtuoso 

Voyages benefits. You’ll uncover the riches of the world’s most renowned wine 

regions, visiting timeless vineyards as you cruise from Bordeaux to Cadillac, Pauillac, 

Saint-Émilion, and Libourne. Ask about trip extensions in Paris and the Loire Valley. 

Virtuoso fares from $3,799 per person. AmaDolce departs Bordeaux October 4, 2018; book by August 31, 2018. 

Virtuoso exclusive benefits include a Virtuoso Voyages cooking school experience, a $100 shipboard credit, and a 

private cocktail party. 

• SURREAL SAFARI IN INDIA
Banjaar Tola is nestled beside the perennial Banjaar River. The contemporary tented 

suites are built off the forest floor, providing a captivating view from your private 

veranda. Join your dedicated naturalist as you explore the Kanha National Park, 

famous for tigers, Indian bison, and more than 320 native bird species. Dine privately 

on your veranda or in the jungle as you watch traditional Baiga dances. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities 

include massages for two, all meals, complimentary Wi-Fi, and more. 
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MANE ATTRACTION
A fresh look at our favorite places. Here, room to roam in the Land of Fire and Ice.

SOUTH COAST, ICELAND

“I love Iceland’s stunning topography, from jaw-dropping glaciers to abundant waterfalls. The country 

is relatively small, with excellent infrastructure, making it easy to get around via foot, car, or bus. There 

are even riding tours in nature with Icelandic horses – they’re small, but they have big personalities.” 

– Simone McKinney, Virtuoso travel advisor, Atlanta   

Be There: Your travel advisor can work with one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour 

connections to craft South Coast adventures as part of a tailor-made Iceland tour.



newzealand.com/luxury

Cecil Peak, Queenstown

A short helicopter ride away is the 
top of the world, with a personal 
tour guide to help you explore 
a land like no other. Enjoy an 
experience most can only dream 
of in a picturesque setting that 
feels unreal.

    PERFECTION   
EVER Y   FROM

PERSPECTIVE



Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler Julie Floyd

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.  The best travel experiences uniquely reflect you — your 
personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s being a global citizen or anything that 
makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every client, every detail, every time.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.


