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Twelve Apostles, Victoria.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.

TRAVEL INSIDERS, HERE FOR YOU
When you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration  

and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now. 

For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your  
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable holiday.  

Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,  
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com. 
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Careening Bay

Prince Regent River

Lacepede Islands

Broome

King George 
River

Montgomery Reef

Horizontal Falls

Darwin

Vansittart Bay

Mitchell Falls

THE KIMBERLEY CRUISE
Journey deep into the magnifi cent Kimberley coast and connect with 
ancient traditions, rare wildlife and the powerful forces of nature.

10 Nights between Darwin & Broome  | Apr to Sep 2022 & 2023
For over 35 years, Coral Expeditions has taken small groups of 
like-minded guests to remote places, with expert guidance 
and warm Australian hospitality.  
• More time ashore  • Expert local guides  • Approved SailSAFE plan
• Under 120 guests  • Unique Xplorer tenders  • Australian
and New Zealand crew  •  Australian-flagged small ships

For more information about The Kimberley Cruise, 
please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

THE KIMBERLEY CRUISE

join us AS WE SHARE OUR 
UNIQUELY deep connections 
with land, people & nature

EXPLORE THE KIMBERLEY WITH THE PIONEERS
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Here, a little inspiration for your

next close-to-home getaway. 

BY ALEXANDRA CARLTON

We hope this issue inspires you 
to plan for future adventures and 
serves as a reminder that your 
Virtuoso travel advisor is your 
best resource for up-to-date 
information on health and safety 
protocols and restrictions, wher-
ever your travels lead.

Spotlight on
Australia
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Editor’s Note

  HEN THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE TO VISIT PERU RECENTLY, I IMMEDIATELY 
pulled out my passport. Living in the U.S., I’ve travelled domestically since 
being vaccinated, but this would be my first major international flight since 
2019. The weeks leading up to the trip were filled with pre-departure excite-

ment: I researched the destination; bought a few new things (that’s part of the fun we’ve 
missed, right?); and made notes and plans for must-visit restaurants, shops, and sights I 
wanted to see. Admittedly, the pandemic introduced a layer of mixed emotions and its 
own set of to-do lists, and concerns about ever-changing rules, restrictions, and quar-
antine guidelines threatened to dampen my enthusiasm. (What if the Covid test results 
don’t come back in time? What if they come back positive?) 

Fortunately all went well, thanks to the seamless arrangements made by my Virtuoso 
connections. Even though masks were required throughout Peru at the time of my vis-
it, exploring Machu Picchu without the crowds was worth it. It felt good to get back out 
there, see a new-to-me part of the world, and support an economy and people dependent 
on tourism. That’s the beauty of travel: Its rewards are immeasurable, and the memories 
outlast any hiccups or hurdles.

As you look forward to getting back out there, think of your Virtuoso travel advisor as 
the ultimate insider – your secret weapon for hassle-free, meaningful travels. This issue 
is full of inspiration for where to go next, from a lush feature story on safari adventures 
in Botswana and a round-up of great Australian getaways to surprising cruise experiences 
and a compendium of insights from industry insiders on travel’s new landscape. Here’s to 
appreciating the world around us, even if it’s in our own backyard.

W  

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &  
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT

esrnka@virtuoso.com

Notes from the Field
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Virtuoso® is the leading global travel agency network specialising in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organisation comprises over 1,100 travel agency locations with 20,000 elite travel advisors in 50 countries throughout North America, Latin America, 
the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with more than 2,000 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele 
with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. Normalised annual sales of (U.S.) $25 to $30 billion make Virtuoso a powerhouse in the luxury travel industry. For more information, visit www.virtuoso.com. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel 
advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. 
Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. 
VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email help@virtuoso.
com. California CST #2069091-50; Washington UBI #601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright © 2021 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Printed in Australia at Pegasus Print Group. SALES OFFICE: 
Suite 204, 110 Pacific Highway, North Sydney, NSW, Australia 2060. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Virtuoso Life, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Orchestrate Dreams, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and 
Wanderlist are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Your Journey Begins With Us, Best of the Best, and Virtuoso Voyages are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd., has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the 
property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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EUROPEAN ELEGANCE INTRODUCED 
TO THE OCEANS OF THE WORLD

ADVERTISEMENT

Explora Journeys combines 
centuries-old seafaring  
experience with superlative 
European refinement to  
introduce a bold new vision  
for luxury ocean travel.

THIS IS A STORY that starts in 1940s  
Sorrento with a Neapolitan ferry captain, 
Gianluigi Aponte, who – together with the  
Swiss sweetheart he met when she was a 
passenger on one of his crossings – went on  
to create MSC,  a global shipping operation 
and the world’s largest privately-owned 
cruise company. Now this Swiss-Italian 
seafaring family are fulfilling their life-long 
dream and launching Explora Journeys,  
an exquisite, modern luxury cruise 
experience like no other. 

Explora Journeys is set to transform ocean 
travel through a synergy of the chicest 
ships and the most immersive itineraries 
that allow guests to discover further, travel 
deeper and linger a little longer at each 
destination. These are enriching holidays 
for the curious, cosmopolitan traveller who 
wants to create connections that last long 
beyond the cruise itself. 

On sailings between seven and 58 nights 
long, guests will venture both on and off 
the beaten path,with the Inaugural Journeys 
Collection covering the Mediterranean, 
Northern Europe, Iceland and Greenland, 
USA and Canada, the Caribbean and South 
America and Hawaii.

Whether that’s treading the cobbled  
streets of Europe’s hallowed capitals and 
exploring the ancient Acropolis in Athens; 
navigating the crystalline cool of the 
Norwegian fjords and sailing in the shadows 
of Svalbard’s soaring cliffs; or savouring 
French chic in Saint Barths, lolling beneath 
Hawaiian waterfalls and soaking up the 
sun-kissed shores of Brazil’s buzzing Buzios, 
Explora Journeys promises exclusive access 
that goes far beyond the classic luxury  
cruise experience. 

Designed in partnership with the 
world’s foremost superyacht specialists 
and harnessing cutting-edge maritime 
technology, the first ship in the Explora 
Journeys fleet sets sail in 2023, with three 
more to follow by 2026. European elegance 
permeates every detail, while the  
461 ocean-front suites, penthouses and 
residences – each with sweeping ocean 
views from their floor-to-ceiling windows 
and private sun terraces – offer guests 
comfortable homes at sea, with unrivalled 
space and privacy. More than 2,500 sqm 
of outdoor space includes three swimming 
pools and 64 private cabanas, whilst an 
indoor pool with a retractable glass roof,  
and 970 sqm for the spa and fitness studios 
ensure guests can do as much  
(or as little) as they like. The nine on-board 
restaurants and culinary experiences 
promise something for every palate 
and provide the perfect scene for long, 
languorous lunches and vibrant evenings.  
All this supported by an industry-leading 
guest to team members ratio of 1.25 to 1, 
allowing for an intuitive, effortless and 
culturally intelligent service style that makes 
for the perfect hosts on-board.

With the founding family as passionate 
about preserving the sea as they are 
exploring it, each ship will be RINA 
DOLPHIN certified for reduced underwater 
noise whilst sustainability initiatives include 
no single-use plastic on board or ashore. 

The Explora Journeys team look forward  
to welcoming guests from 2023, either  
on EXPLORA I’s maiden journey on 16 May 
2023 from Barcelona to Athens, or on one 
of the other seven Inaugural Journeys. 

For more details, please contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor

“The ocean is in our family’s 
DNA. It connects you with 
yourself and the people and 
places around you. We want 
to harness its unique energy 
and share our enduring 
passion by creating enriching 
ocean journeys for a new and 
discerning generation of 
luxury explorers.”

  ALEXA APONTE VAGO,  
CFO OF MSC  GROUP AND CO-FOUNDER 
OF  EXPLORA JOURNEYS 
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I fully embraced the experience and 

trusted my instincts. I was surprised 

and delighted to create a piece that 

encapsulated the adventure, fun, and 

laughter we shared as we navigated our 

way through the mangroves searching 

for the elusive mud crabs – all whilst 

wearing white linen pants! 

UNFORGETTABLE ROCK ART The highlight of the 

trip was our one-hour helicopter flight 

from Cairns to Cape York Peninsula to 

view the Magnificent Gallery. This loca-

tion atop a stunning escarpment has 

450 Aboriginal rock artworks painted 

into the underside of a 40-metre-long 

sandstone shelter, which provides 

natural protection from the elements. 

It’s a 20,000-year-old outback museum 

and one of the best-preserved rock art 

collections in Australia. 

mangroves at Cooya Beach near Port 

Douglas, embraced the serene beauty 

and calm of the Daintree Rainforest and 

the Daintree River at Mossman Gorge, 

and travelled by helicopter to view 

incredible rock art with the traditional 

owners of the land. 

GOING DEEP Aboriginal cultural experiences 

add spiritual connection to explora-

tions of our Great Southern Land. The 

meaningful ancient stories connect us 

all, and learning this history enriches 

every itinerary. 

ART ENCOUNTER The experience I was 

looking forward to, albeit with some 

trepidation, was creating my own piece 

of Aboriginal art. Being guided by an In-

digenous artist and sitting in his gallery 

surrounded by inspirational artworks, 

Just Back

Rock Art and Reefs
An eye-opening journey through Queensland. 

VIRTUOSO ADVISOR BELINDA LAYT, 
who’s based in Kirra, on the southern 

end of the Gold Coast, spent six days 

with a travel-industry group exploring 

north Queensland, from Aboriginal sites 

and cultural experiences near Cairns to 

tropical relaxation on Lizard Island. Here 

are her highlights and insights.

CLOSE TO HOME, CLOSE TO THE HEART Right now, 

we have an opportunity to visit unique 

locations within Australia, all while sup-

porting local tourism businesses. It’s a 

win for everyone.

ABORIGINAL IMMERSION This was my first visit 

to the destinations on our itinerary, and 

the variety and accessibility of Aborigi-

nal experiences really surprised me.  

We went on a guided walkabout search-

ing for mud crabs through squelchy  

Near Port Douglas: 
Mangroves and 
sandy expanses.
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FANCY FLIGHT Our one-hour charter flight 

from Cairns to Lizard Island, the north-

ernmost resort on the Great Barrier 

Reef, was an incredible way to get a 

bird’s-eye view of the reef and appreci-

ate its majesty and scale.

PRIVATE BEACH PICNIC We were dropped off by 

boat to Watsons Beach on Lizard Island 

with a gourmet picnic hamper of Cham-

pagne, wine, fresh seafood, charcuterie, 

and cheese. We had our picnic under 

umbrellas with no one else on the beach 

and followed it with snorkelling in the 

crystal-clear water. We saw the magnifi-

cent clam gardens and swam alongside 

a green turtle as it gently grazed on the 

seagrass. This incredible afternoon 

combined food, wine, and adventure. 

Lizard Island is truly like nowhere else!

PARTING VIST The last day on Lizard Island, 

we woke up early to hike to Blue Lagoon 

Beach for sunrise, and then to China-

mans Ridge for a view over the resort and 

the island. It was a perfect way to enjoy 

the last morning of our stay and build up 

an appetite for a delicious breakfast.  

Magnificent Gallery, 
and (inset) Belinda 
and her art.

Nautical
adventures

Nautical
views

DISCOVER THE NEW RIVIERA
Resplendent at the entrance of Boka Bay, a fjord-like idyll on Montenegro’s Adriatic Sea, One&Only 
Portonovi is the jewel of Europe’s most fashionable new riviera. A rare nautical playground offering 
fresh air adventures through sapphire waters, dramatic forest, and medieval towns.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for further information on One&Only Portonovi.



For full terms and conditions, see captainschoice.com.au/conditions.

Discover Australia's most intriguing southern islands. Our journey takes place aboard our business class 
private jet and is reserved for just 35 guests. Everything is considered and included.  

SOUTHERN 
ISLANDS 

BY 
PRIVATE 

JET
Sydney – Stanley – Hobart – King Island – Kangaroo Island – Sydney

Explore Hobart and surrounds in depth, including Bruny Island 
Indulge in supreme food and wine experiences  

Encounter Kangaroo Island's wild scenery and prolific wildlife 

7 days, departing 19 Jan & 26 Oct 2022, AU$12,500 per person, twin share

Discover Australia's most intriguing southern islands. Our journey takes place aboard our business class 
private jet and is reserved for just 35 guests. Everything is considered and included.  

SOUTHERN 
ISLANDS 

BY 
PRIVATE 

JET
Sydney – Stanley – Hobart – King Island – Kangaroo Island – Sydney

Explore Hobart and surrounds in depth, including Bruny Island 
Indulge in supreme food and wine experiences  

Encounter Kangaroo Island's wild scenery and prolific wildlife 

7 days, departing 19 Jan & 26 Oct 2022, AU$12,500 per person, twin share

Discover our entire collection of Australian & New Zealand Journeys by Private Aircraft



SEPTEMBER |  OCTOBER 2021 11

JO
S

H
 W

H
IT

E
/J

W
P

IC
T

U
R

E
S

/A
C

A
D

E
M

Y
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 F

O
U

N
D

A
T

IO
N

   WHAT’S ON AROUND THE WORLD   

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Joel Centano, Elaine Glusac, and Janice Wald Henderson

And the Oscar goes to …  
L.A.’s new Academy Museum  

of Motion Pictures.

Ready on the Set
After more than a decade in production, the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures premieres 30 September on L.A.’s Miracle Mile with  

daily screenings and a temporary exhibition on Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki. The starring role, however, is played by Stories of Cinema,  
the core exhibit that’s peppered with props ranging from Dorothy’s ruby slippers to Star Wars’ R2-D2 and features one gallery co-curated in  

collaboration with Spike Lee and another with Pedro Almodóvar. The Renzo Piano-designed campus connects a former 1939 department store 
with the new glass-domed, 36-metre-tall Sphere – home to a 1,000-seat cinema and a terrace with panoramic views of the Hollywood Hills. 

Fanny’s restaurant channels vintage Hollywood with its art deco bar, but the nod for best supporting actor goes to the gift shop for its Poketo 
housewares, soundtracks on vinyl from Amoeba Music, and other gems from contemporary California-based creatives. 
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 OUT & ABOUT 

Fishy Business 
One of the world’s greatest marine spectacles takes 
place annually off South Africa’s east coast between 
May and July: the sardine run, a seasonal migration 
of billions of sardines, which draw sharks, dolphins, 
whales, and other predators across oceans to feast on 
the shoals as they break up into smaller bait balls. Tour 
company andBeyond and its Oceans Without Borders 
sustainability arm have created a one-time safari-and-
scuba expedition highlighting the continent’s riches as 
part of a celebration of 30 years of conservation-based 
nature travel. The 11-day adventure kicks off with five 
days of diving among sardines in the open ocean, then 
heads north to scuba on warm Sodwana Bay reefs, fol-
lowed by a four-day safari in search of the “big five” at 
Phinda Forest Lodge. Departure: 7 December 2022.

 SPACE TRAVEL 

FIRST IN FLIGHT
Seventeen years after founding Virgin Galactic, Richard Branson realised his childhood dream of travelling 
to space. On 11 July, VSS Unity lifted off from Spaceport America attached to the belly of mother ship Eve, 
released at 15,000 metres, and then blasted more than 80 kilometres above Earth. “This is definitely poised 
to be the year for space tourism, opening it up to those of us who want to go,” says Virtuoso travel agency CEO 
Joshua Bush, who has a deposit down on a flight of his own. (Virtuoso chairman and CEO Matthew D. Upchurch 
is also a future astronaut.) 

The launch marks the fourth successful suborbital flight for Virgin Galactic, which plans at least two more 
test flights this year to dial in the passenger experience before commencing commercial flights for the 600-plus 
ticket holders. Once operations are underway, Branson aspires to eventually operate 400 flights per year from 
multiple spaceports around the world. For more on what it’s like to fly Virgin Galactic and to watch a video of Bran-
son’s flight, go to virtuoso.com.

VSS Unity on the 
cusp of space.

A shark splits  
a sardine shoal.



HIKING IN PAAMIUT, 
GREENLAND

POLAR BEAR, 
SVALBARD

WHALE WATCHING  
FROM ZODIAC, ANTARCTICA

KAYAKING IN THE 
AMAZON

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the  
World’s Finest Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line™. Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages  

amenities including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Experience.

WE INVITE YOU TO 

REDISCOVER 
EXTRAORDINARY WORLDS

2023 EUROPE CRUISES NOW ON SALE

I n t i m a t e  S h i p s  |  S p a c i o u s  A c c o m m o d a t i o n s  T h r o u g h o u t 
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A l l - i n c l u s i v e  L u x u r y  |  E n h a n c e d  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  P r o t o c o l s
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Bon Voyage

River-
Hopping 
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises 
puts a freshwater spin on world cruis-
ing with its inaugural multi-river voy-
age. The 47-day journey from Cairo to 
Lisbon spans two continents and nine 
countries via five of the line’s Super  
Ships – the elite of Uniworld’s fleet. 
Cruise the Nile with an Egyptologist 
leading explorations of ancient won-
ders. Fly to the Swiss Alps to sail the 
Po River through northern Italy and 
the Venetian Lagoon. Next up: Hun-
gary, Austria, and Germany, followed 
by French fanfare on the Seine and 
a journey through Portuguese and 
Spanish winelands. A concierge trav-
els with the group to ensure seamless 
flights and transfers en route.  
Departure: 20 May 2023.

Head of the Class
Next August, Norwegian Cruise Line will launch its new Prima ship class with the 
3,215-passenger Prima, the first of six sister ships. Designed with more space to spread 
out, the vessel promises the line’s largest staterooms across all cabin and suite catego-
ries, roomier pool decks and three infinity pools, and an expanded Ocean Boulevard that 
occupies an entire deck and is home to Norwegian’s first food hall and open-air market-
place. The posh ship-within-a-ship Haven complex will move to a new aft locale for better 
views from every suite, as well as from its private pool deck and outdoor spa. Inaugural 
departure to be announced.    

From top: Uniworld’s La 
Venezia cruises the Po River 
in Italy and the main lounge 
bar on the line’s River Queen. 
Below: A sneak peek at The 
Haven’s private sundeck  
and pool on Norwegian’s  
new Prima.



Explore Queensland’s raw and 
rugged landscapes on a privately 
chartered aircra� .
10 days from $17,950 per person twin share
Departs 5 April, 3 May, 14 June, 19 July, 23 August & 13 September 2022
Maximum 8 guests

Journey by air in exclusive company through Queensland’s outback, following in the footsteps of Australia’s 
Outback pioneers – the Duracks, Sidney Kidman and Banjo Paterson to name a few – names etched into our 
pastoral history. 

Soak up the outback spirit from Quilpie and Winton to Longreach and Mount Mulligan, dining in traditional pubs 
and on homestead verandahs with gidgee fi res burning and mulga scrub beyond. Learn about the legendary Aussie 
stockmen who are so vital to station operations and be amazed by 95-million-year-old dinosaur relics. You’ll bed 
down in luxurious tented camps, country homes and homesteads before fi nishing at glamorous Hayman Island. This 
unique air safari is a grand tribute to the Aussie outback spirit sure to stay with you long after you return home.

Abercrombie & Kent’s portfolio of Air Safaris allow you to discover a variety of Australian wonders travelling in 
limited company by air, savouring unforgettable highlights on meticulously handcrafted itineraries, soaking up epic 
landscapes and ancient cultures. 

For more information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. 

Terms & Conditions apply. 

Tailor-Made Adventures | Small Group Journeys | Luxury Expedition Cruises

A&K-Air-Safaris-QLD-Outback.indd   1A&K-Air-Safaris-QLD-Outback.indd   1 22/07/2021   7:36:59 AM22/07/2021   7:36:59 AM
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Suite Talk

HOLD COURT
Mirrors, mirrors on the walls, who’s the sparkliest of them all? When it comes to accommodations at the Palace of 
Versailles, that would be the new Airelles Château de Versailles, Le Grand Contrôle. Designer Christophe Tollemer 
oversaw the transformation of three 1681-vintage buildings, which once served as the finance ministry’s offices on the 
grounds of King Louis XVI’s opulent estate, into a modern-day royal retreat.

Would-be courtiers arrive to parquet f looring, f loral drapes, and grand chandeliers in the public spaces – which 
include a restaurant from Alain Ducasse and a Valmont spa – and 14 guest rooms adorned with replica period furniture, 
art, and artefacts. Private tours of Versailles and 24/7 access to the French gardens, part of the palace’s nearly eight-
square-kilometre manicured park, complete the royal treatment. Accommodations include breakfast and afternoon tea daily, 
complimentary minibar items, and use of rowboats and golf carts.

Best Foot Forward
Mandarin Oriental has teamed up with Italian shoemaker Aquazzura to create boldly 
striped men’s, women’s, and children’s slippers for the hotel group’s top suites at select 
properties. Guests can tuck the complimentary footwear in their bags for use at home  
after their stay. 

Suite Necker at Airelles Château de Versailles, Le Grand Contrôle. The 120-square-metre residence is the former 
apartment of Louis XVI’s finance minister, Jacques Necker.

 NEW HOTEL 



Aspen Snowmass

Consistently rated one of the world’s top snow holiday destinations, 
Aspen is unlike any other winter holiday. The breath-taking, Victorian-
style Colorado mountain town boasts four incredible ski resorts 
– Snowmass, Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, and Buttermilk.
You can choose from the family-friendly slopes of Snowmass to the
unique terrain of Aspen Mountain, bowl skiing at Aspen Highlands
and the terrain park fun of Buttermilk. Memorable moments aren’t
just found on the slopes, with an exciting variety of outdoor activities,
arts programs, cultural events, luxury shopping, cosmopolitan
nightlife and a world-class selection of restaurants and bars creating
a truly exciting après ski scene.

MOGUL SKI WORLD’S VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS ARE EXPERTS IN 
CURATING THE PERFECT ASPEN SNOWMASS ITINERARY. CONTACT 

THEM TODAY TO PLAN YOUR NEXT ASPEN WINTER ESCAPE.

WITH AN ASPEN SNOWMASS HOLIDAY 
CREATED BY MOGUL SKI WORLD

LET WINTER LIFT YOU UP

As one of the only Alpine Escapes in 
North America, W Aspen + The Sky 
Residences poise out a new era of 
lifestyle luxury. With 88 guestrooms 
and 11 W-branded residential units, this 
property is nestled at the base of one 
of the world’s most fabled mountains. 
W Aspen + The Sky Residences have 
easy access to all of Aspen’s coveted 
slopes and trails, plus stunning 360° 
views of the Rocky Mountains. It’s 
striking architectural and interior 
design creates a bold point of view in 
this iconic town. Soak it in and live it up.

W Aspen Virtuoso Amenities:

�  Welcome amenity

�  Upgrade on arrival*

�    Daily $50 USD Breakfast Credit,
per bedroom, for duration of stay
(to be used in our restaurant, Living
Room, or In-Room Dining)

�   Onetime $100 USD Food & Beverage
credit to be utilised during stay
(not combinable, not valid on room
rate, no cash value if not redeemed
in full)

�   Early check-in/Late check-out*

�   Complimentary Wi-Fi

The Sky Residences Virtuoso Amenities:

�   Daily $50 USD Breakfast Credit,
per bedroom, for duration of stay
(to be used in our restaurant, Living
Room, or In-Room Dining)

�  Onetime $100 USD Food & Beverage
credit to be utilised during stay
(not combinable, not valid on room
rate, no cash value if not redeemed
in full)

�  Welcome amenity

* subject to availability
Note: The following Virtuoso amenities are not
available for The Sky Residences: upgrade,
early check-in and late check-out.

TOP 
VIRTUOSO 

HOTEL

�

W ASPEN + 
THE SKY RESIDENCES
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early check-in and late check-out.

TOP 
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HOTEL
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VIRTUOSO LIFE22

Bahia, Brazil
At Trancoso’s 13-room Uxua Casa Hotel 
& Spa, Dr. Jullian Hamamoto leads forag-
ing tours through four distinct micro-
biomes and teaches plant-based labs 
ranging from essential-oil extraction to 
medical-nutritional cooking. Keep an eye 
out for Lippia alba, used in the hotel’s spa 
treatments; taioba leaves for gazpacho 
and jenipapo fruit to top grilled fish; and 
even sea almonds and wild pineapples 
to flavour ice cream. Guests discover 
“how seemingly ordinary vegetation 
holds centuries-old importance to native 
people due to their medicinal or culinary 
properties,” says Hamamoto, whose 
teaching is informed by his doctorate in 
medicine (plus a postgraduate degree in 
nutrition) and the wisdom shared by the 
Indigenous Pataxó people. Accommo-
dations include breakfast daily and one 
tasting-menu lunch.  

North Island, New Zealand 
An expert on local Maori culture, Zep-
plyne Maney takes guests at Rotorua’s 
12-room Treetops Lodge & Estate 
trekking through 800-year-old forests 
to learn about traditional Maori cuisine 
and source edible native plants, such as 
pikopiko ferns. Chef-led wild-food cook-
ing experiences include gathering ingre-
dients like spicy horopito, an evergreen 
shrub used to season estate-raised game 
and wild-caught trout. Guests can even 
help harvest manuka honey and seasonal 
vegetables from an on-site apiary and 
gardens, all of which figure into what 
head chef Felipe Ponce describes as the 
estate’s “creative, originally honest, and 
inspired cuisine.” Accommodations in-
clude breakfast daily and a picnic hamper 
with wine. 

Scottish Highlands
“Respecting plants and their abilities 
fosters a profound connection with 
the environment,” says Natasha Lloyd, 
in-house forager at The Fife Arms in 
Braemar. “Sustainability is naturally key 
to foraging – nurturing a plant patch is 
far more beneficial than depleting your 
food source,” she says. Guests of the 
46-room hotel can join Lloyd on walks 
in Cairngorms National Park and in 
workshops to transform native plants 
into cosmetics, teas, cocktail tinctures, 
and seasonings for the day’s dishes. Two 
tasty examples: using foraged Douglas fir 
needles to marinate sea bass and sweet 
cicely to add flavour to pistachio pesto. 
Accommodations include breakfast daily 
and a $136 dining credit. 

Sustainable Travel

 HOTELS 

FINDERS EATERS
These foraging tours at sustainably minded hotels make for wildly delicious adventures.

Wild bounty at The Fife Arms and (right) natural relaxation at Uxua Casa Hotel & Spa.



Choose from eight dining venues, 
including Michelin-starred Japanese 
fusion restaurant Kabuki. Swim in a 
variety of pools, treat yourself to  
the spa, or play 18 holes of golf.  
Save 20 per cent when you reserve by  
31 October 2021, for stays five nights 
or longer through 31 March 2022.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: US$100-value 
food and beverage credit per stay.

Discover Tenerife’s year-
round sunny weather at this 

timeless island retreat of 
natural beauty. 

SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE, SPAIN

The Ritz-Carlton,  
Abama

ASPEN, COLORADO, UNITED STATES

The St. Regis  
Aspen Resort

Take a dip in the heated outdoor 
pool or hot tub while soaking up 
stunning views. Sample modern 
cuisine and après-ski cocktails in 
two venues. End your day with a spa 
treatment. Save 10 per cent when you  
stay four nights or longer between  
3 January and 10 April 2022.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: US$100 food 
and beverage credit per stay.

Renowned skiing awaits at 
this extraordinary resort 

nestled at the base of  
Aspen Mountain. 

ASPEN, COLORADO, UNITED STATES

W Aspen & The Sky  
Residences at W Aspen

Enjoy mountainside  
access to some of the world’s 

most coveted slopes, trails, 
and panoramic vistas. 

This alpine escape is steps from 
high-fashion retail, museums, and  
art galleries. Indulge in sumptuous  
bites and handcrafted cocktails  
in your choice of three venues.  
Save 10 per cent when you stay  
four nights or longer between  
3 January and 10 April 2022 
(excludes Sky Residences).  

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: US$100 food 
and beverage credit per stay.

DISCOVER MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS AROUND THE WORLD  
WHERE VIRTUOSO TRAVELERS ENJOY THESE EXCLUSIVE PERKS:

Room upgrade, when available  •  Breakfast daily for two guests per bedroom  •  Virtuoso amenity
Early check-in and late checkout, when available  •  Complimentary Wi-Fi

BEST OF THE BEST

VIRTUOSO

VIRTUOSO

BEST
BEST
OF THE
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City to Go

Clockwise from top left: Aperitivo returns, 
Madrid Río Park now covers the M-30 freeway, 

Andrés Gallardo handbags, and Cocol.

Madrid’s Moment

GO FOR Nuevo Madrid, people are 

calling it. The city is riding a wave 

of highly anticipated openings – 

the arrival of the Four Seasons 

Hotel Madrid, Mandarin Orien-

tal’s renovation of the Ritz Hotel, 

exciting new restaurants and 

shops, and the impending inau-

guration of the Museum of Royal 
Collections. Set beside the Royal 

Palace, the museum will draw on 

155,000 works belonging to the 

Spanish monarchy and previ-

ously inaccessible to the public. 

At the same time, a decades-

long urban project is coming to 

fruition with a greenbelt linking 

Plaza de España with the palace 

complex and Casa de Campo 

Park. Formerly a royal hunting 

estate, the forested space – five 

times the size of Central Park 

and just minutes from the city 

centre – became a public park 

in 1931. Given that Madrid is the 

sunniest of Europe’s capitals, it’s 

fitting that it now has more green 

spaces and parks in which to 

enjoy the rays. 

DO Rent a bike at Rent & Roll Ma-
drid, just off Retiro Park. From 

there, a bike lane shoots across 

the city centre to the royal com-

plex, Madrid Río Park trails, Casa 

de Campo, and the 64-kilometre 

Anillo Verde (greenbelt) cycling 

path, which rings the city.

Spain’s capital reopens with  
verve and civic pride. 
BY JEFF KOEHLER  PHOTOGRAPHY BY CLARA TUMA
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blue facade of Cocol just off 

Plaza de la Paja. From traditional 

sandals and hats to pottery, 

cutting boards, and linen towels, 

the selections follow the owner’s 

belief that everyday objects can 

– and should – be beautiful.

Designer Andrés Gallardo has 

a growing global reputation for 

jewellery adorned with hand-

crafted porcelain figures. Having 

recently moved into a new space 

near Paseo del Prado with his 

workshop in the back, he’s often 

around and will show you his lat-

est collection himself.

STAY Following an ambitious, eight-

year-long project that joined 

seven historic buildings, the 

200-room Four Seasons Hotel 
Madrid opened in late 2020 in 

the heart of the city with a blend 

of original art deco curves and 

contemporary Spanish art. Some 

of the city’s largest, most stylish 

rooms await guests, along with 

food by chef Dani García and a 

1,450-square-metre spa spread 

out over four storeys. Accommo-

dations include breakfast daily 

and a $136 hotel credit.

After a major renovation, the 

city’s most iconic hotel re-

opened in April as the 153-

room Mandarin Oriental Ritz, 
Madrid. The project restored 

the original glass cupola that has 

covered the central Palm Court 

since 1910, flooding the space 

with light. Accommodations in-

clude breakfast daily and a $136 

dining credit.  

EAT When the crew from one of 

Madrid’s hottest restaurants 

opened the lakeside Villa Verbe-
na in Casa de Campo this spring, 

they dramatically improved the 

park’s dining options with their 

grilled fish and meat dishes. 

Bar Manero recently opened 

near Retiro Park after conquering 

coastal Alicante, bringing spicy 

patatas bravas and other classic 

tapas, and boldly taking Madrid’s 

signature fried squid sandwich to 

lofty heights with the addition of 

fresh ginger and lime. 

Chef Roberto Ruiz closed Punto 

MX (the first Michelin-starred 

Mexican restaurant in Europe) 

to open Barracuda MX, serv-

ing Pacific Coast Mexican fare 

beside Retiro Park. Try the grilled 

octopus with pico de gallo and 

crunchy yucca, and sea bass with 

red and green chile adobos. 

DRINK Madrileños spend an inor-

dinate amount of time sitting on 

terraces with friends over drinks. 

Seventh-storey Dani Brasserie 

at the new Four Seasons has 

the city’s most stunning terraza; 

triangular and filled with potted 

plants, the shady spot is ideal for 

a late-afternoon aperitivo.

For a sense of Casa de Campo’s 

expanse, take the elevator to the 

26th-storey Sky Bar on Plaza de 

España, which offers unparalleled, 

360-degree views of the city. 

SHOP Browse a curated choice of 

Spanish artesanía behind the 

TIP
“My favourite area of the city is Retiro Park’s entrance in the 

Salamanca neighbourhood. I enjoy meeting friends at La 
Galería for cocktails in the park before dinner at Aarde, just 

outside its eighteenth-century  
Puerta Alcalá gate.”

– Paulo Ribeiro, Virtuoso travel agency CEO, Madrid

Cocktail hour at Dani and 
(below) Barracuda MX.



The Mediterranean holds a special place in our heart as this is the home  of Silversea. Emerge from charming cobblestone streets to explore a treasure chest 
of culture, art, history and architecture with no equal on the planet. Calling in some of the smallest ports throughout Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica and the Balearic 
islands; our small ships are the only way to get up close and personal with the authentic beauty of this historic region. The sounds, the colours and the flavours 
of the Mediterranean are yours to enjoy as you cross this spell-binding region and revel in its blend of cultures, traditions and delicious cuisines.

*Terms and Conditions: All fares shown are in AUD, per person, twin share, in lowest available suite category. Offers are valid for new individual bookings made during promotional period and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. 
Promotional air offer is only available to the first and second full-fare guests in a suite. Valid for select gateways to guests from Australia and New Zealand only. Silversea reserves the right to select the air carrier, routing and departure airport from 
each gateway city. Deviations to air travel dates accepted; surcharges may apply. All fares, savings, offers, itineraries, and programs are subject to change without notice. Voyage highlights, excursions, and enrichment programs are subject to change 
and/ or cancellation without prior notice. All information contained herein is accurate and in effect as of 30 June 2021. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors and omissions and to cancel any offered product or service in the event of such 
error or omission. Additional restrictions may apply. For complete terms and conditions and promotional period date visit silversea.com. SSAGT0027.

• INCLUDED ROUNDTRIP
ECONOMY CLASS AIR*

• INCLUDED TRANSFERS
BETWEEN AIRPORT & SHIP

INCLUDED IN YOUR VOYAGE:

• Butler service for every suite, in every category
• Personalised service with nearly one crew member for 

every guest
• Included shore excursions, one included in every port
• Up to eight on board restaurants, with open seating so 

you can dine at your leisure, and be served whatever 
you desire, from casual snacks to gourmet cuisine

• All-inclusive Champagnes, wines, beers, spirits as 

well as specialty coffees, bottled water, juices and soft 
drinks, served throughout the ship.

• On board entertainment and enrichment programs
• 24-hour in-suite dining and personalised minibar
• Included Wi-Fi for every guest on board
• Transfers and luggage handling
• Complimentary transportation into town in most ports

ADDITIONAL INCLUSIONS:

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
including

Dedicated Onboard Hosts  +  Welcome Aboard Cocktail Reception  +  Exclusive Shore Excursion

For more information or to book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.  
Plus, enjoy exclusive Virtuoso Voyages benefits on these sailings and more.

Beautiful sea coast with colourful houses in Portofino, Italy

DISCOVER
AUTHENTIC

BEAUTY
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER TO THE TIMELESS 

TREASURES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
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Cruising

UST WHEN YOU THINK YOU’VE 
seen it all on the rivers and high 
seas, a new ship or line (or a ma-
jor vessel makeover) dangles an 

irresistible opportunity. Perhaps you 
dream of diving deep into polar waters, 
discovering a new hobby, or making a 
wish – such as meeting Broadway stars –  
come true. We scanned the horizon 
and tapped Virtuoso travel advisors to 
find out what’s next at sea. For veteran 
cruisers and newcomers alike, here are 
ten things that have us excited to hit the 
gangway and set sail.

HELI-HIKE IN ANTARCTICA
“Heli-hiking, offered on Quark Expe-
ditions’ new Ultramarine, gives adven-
turers two experiences in one,” says 
Virtuoso travel advisor Samuel Spencer. 
“First, the flight provides spectacular 
coastal and mountain views. Next, you 
get to trek or snowshoe in remote areas 
with glaciers and pure snowfields.” De-
partures: Multiple dates, 20 November 2021 
through 3 March 2022.

POLAR DIVE
On Aurora Expeditions’ 132-passenger 
Sylvia Earle, divers can slip into dry suits 
to explore Antarctic icebergs and search 
for polar marine life. “Imagine spotting 
penguins doing acrobatics underwater 
with the backdrop of an iceberg,” says 
Virtuoso advisor John Upchurch, who is 
sailing to the White Continent with the 
line this November. Departures: Multiple 
dates, 5 February through 8 March 2022.

J 

Uncharted Waters
Ten things you didn’t know you could do on a cruise.

BY JANICE WALD HENDERSON

The new 
Celebrity Apex.
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prevail, including candlelit soaks in 
thermal baths and an authentic mas-
sage.” Departures: Multiple dates, 18 
March through 4 April 2022. 

SPA WITHOUT BORDERS
Silversea debuts its newest ship, the 
596-passenger Silver Dawn, with a 13-day 
Atlantic crossing from Lisbon to Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida. “Silver Dawn breaks the 
boundaries of shipboard pampering with 
Otium, a novel, Med-inspired spa concept. 
Guests can get treatments in the spa, in 
their suite, or in other ship venues,” says 
advisor Ruth Turpin. “A couples massage 
set to live music, poolside canapés – the 
sky’s the limit.” Departure: 19 November. 

BUTTERFLY BINGE
Nature lovers on Ponant’s 184-passen-
ger Le Champlain will find themselves 
among 200 species of butterf lies (and 
more than 10,000 plant and 300 bird 
species) on an excursion in Costa Rica’s 
Carara National Park. In collaboration 
with Smithsonian Journeys, Matthew 
Larsen, director emeritus of the Smith-
sonian Tropical Research Institute, 
joins the eight-day cruise from Colón, 
Panama, to Puerto Caldera, Costa Rica, 
for special presentations en route. De-
parture: 24 January 2022.  

see underwater beauty in style, without 
getting wet and salty,” says advisor Alyse 
Cori. Departures: Multiple dates, 23 Febru-
ary through 12 April 2022.

CAST AWAY 
SiriusXM’s On Broadway host Seth Ru-
detsky joins Audra McDonald and other 
Tony Award-winning stars, who will re-
prise hit performances and share insider 
stories, aboard Regent Seven Seas’ 
750-passenger Seven Seas Splendor for an 
eight-day cruise from Barcelona to Ven-
ice. Departure: 19 April 2022.

KEEP THEM IN STITCHES
Guest experts lead hands-on sessions 
for quilters of all levels during American 
Queen Steamboat Company’s cruise 
from Saint Louis to Memphis on the 
166-passenger American Duchess. Excur-
sions on the nine-day voyage include a 
visit to the National Quilt Museum in Pa-
ducah, Kentucky. Departure: 11 June 2022.

STEAM ROOM RITUAL
“Look for the hammam excursion in 
Málaga, Spain, on numerous Med sail-
ings next year aboard Oceania’s Riviera – 
it’s a historical sensory experience,” says 
travel advisor Victoria Hardison-Sterry. 
“Age-old Arab bathhouse traditions  

DINNER AND A VIRTUAL SHOW
Head to Le Grand Bistro on Celebrity 
Cruises’ new 2,910-passenger Celeb-
rity Apex for an animated take on dinner 
theatre, in which 3D hologram charac-
ters sing, dance, cook, and spin tales on 
guests’ tables during four-course meals 
designed by a Michelin-starred chef. De-
partures: Multiple dates, 24 October 2021 
through 23 April 2022. 

BUILD A BUOY 
Work with resident scientists on Vi-
king’s new expedition ship and research 
vessel, the 378-passenger Viking Octan-
tis, to build a current-tracking buoy dur-
ing an eight-day Great Lakes cruise from 
Milwaukee to Thunder Bay, Canada. “Vi-
king attracts guests who care more about 
learning and adventure than glitzy pro-
ductions,” says Virtuoso advisor Linda 
Allen-Speer. Departures: Multiple dates, 
21 May through 10 September 2022. 

SIP CHAMPAGNE IN A SUB
Raise a glass of bubbly to exploring 
the ocean’s depths from Seabourn’s 
six-passenger submarine during the 
264-passenger Seabourn Venture’s inau-
gural season in Norway. Video cameras 
inside and out record the entire experi-
ence for viewing at home. “What a way to 

Divers down: Explore polar 
waters with Aurora Expedi-

tions or (inset) in Sea-
bourn’s six-passenger sub.
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Conscious Comeback
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Positive Returns
Travel advisors weigh in on how to travel mindfully now.

INTERVIEWS BY JOEL CENTANO

Twelve Apostles 
Marine National 
Park in Victoria and 
(opposite) Aman-
taka’s library.

S PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS EASE IN MANY 
parts of the world, it’s the perfect time to reexam-
ine the impact our travels can have on the people 
and places we visit. And who better to share insight 

than travel advisors, the ultimate industry insiders? From 
slowing down and thinking small to tipping with abandon, 
here’s how to make sustainability a priority on future trips. 

EMBRACE MINDFUL TRAVEL 
I recently returned from my first international trip since 
the pandemic began. It reminded me of what travel does 

best: connect us to our fellow humans and the beauty 
of the natural world. Never has the need for slow, inten-
tional, sustainable travel been more urgent than after 
the collective trauma we’ve all endured. Mindful trav-
el that benefits ecosystems, cultures, and economies  
offers an antidote to the pandemic’s fear and isolation. 
Highly suggested: small-group journeys with conscien-
tious companies, such as G Adventures, whose trips let you 
connect with like-minded travellers and focus on treading 
lightly while benefitting local communities.  

– Rose O’Connor

A
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small: For starters, I’m steering clients 
away from crowded destinations to 
smaller, less-visited – though equally 
impressive – locations they may not 
have considered.  

 – Lila Fox

GO WHERE IT COUNTS
While every country in the world has 
unfortunately been affected by the 
pandemic, a few tourism-dependent 
destinations have been particularly 
impacted. Countries such as Fiji, Sa-
moa, and Indonesia, where the in-
dustry is run by locals, have seen 
enormous cuts to livelihoods in their 
communities. Morocco and many Af-
rican countries are also in a dire situa-
tion following the pandemic’s pause in 
travel. In Australia, we’ve seen the im-
pact of the devastating bushfires of the 
2019-2020 season further exacerbated 
by Covid. Travellers should consider 
destinations like these when planning 
their next holiday, knowing that their 
money will go a long way towards re-
building communities and helping lo-
cals get back on their feet.  

– Yvonne Verstandig  

LIGHTEN YOUR FOOTPRINT
As we plan future trips, it’s essential 
to ask certain questions: Do we need a 
rental car or private driver, or can we 
use public transportation instead? Can 
we choose a nonstop f light, even if it’s 
more expensive? Is there a train that 
could replace a short-haul f light? Cli-
mate change will be a real challenge for 
many of our favourite destinations in 
the not-so-distant future, so anything 
we can do to lessen our carbon footprint 
is needed. This can extend to the pro-
viders we support, as well. One to con-
sider: Lindblad Expeditions is a carbon-
neutral company that offers expedition 
cruises with fewer than 150 passengers, 
which allows travellers to explore inti-
mate environments while minimising 
environmental impact.  

– Erin Green

TIP DIRECTLY
One of the best ways travellers can im-
mediately strengthen local communi-
ties and families is to generously tip 
local guides, drivers, spa therapists, 
and hotel staff – directly and in local 
currency. Also, think big by thinking 

STICK TO ONE STOP
With restrictions lifting and the pace of 
life slowly returning to pre-pandemic 
levels, we’re at a critical threshold. My 
hope is that we’ll stop simply thinking 
sustainable travel is a good idea and truly 
practice it. One way to do this is to limit 
multicountry holidays and instead go for 
depth – longer, more immersive travels 
in a single destination. Another is to sup-
port responsible travel providers. Tanza-
nia’s Singita Grumeti lodges, for instance, 
source most of their food directly from lo-
cal farming communities, and their Gru-
meti Fund provides technical training so 
farmers can grow their businesses. Aqua 
Expeditions supplies only reusable water 
bottles and has refilling stations on its 
ships (especially important as plastic use 
increased during the pandemic), and in 
Peru, onboard paramedics provide health 
and safety outreach to communities on 
the Amazon River during cruises.  

– Hui-Juan Lim

GO WITH THE FLOW
Tourism accounts for one in ten jobs world-
wide, and in many areas, travel is the driv-
ing force of the local economy. It’s critical 
to these destinations that travel resumes, 
but at the same time, we must remain pa-
tient as individual countries adjust to new 
health and safety protocols. Keep in mind, 
too, that our tourism dollars help support 
conservation and sustainability initiatives 
around the world. Case in point: At many 
African lodges, tourism funds wildlife 
management and anti-poaching efforts, 
along with education, employment train-
ing, and community development. 

– Meg North 

TRAVEL OFF-SEASON
As we move forward, doing our part to 
limit mass tourism and overtourism is es-
sential. If you want to visit an extremely 
popular place, such as Venice or Bali, con-
sider travelling in the off-season or shoul-
der season to help keep overcrowding 
down. When you’re visiting developing 
countries, I also suggest bypassing mega-
resorts in favour of smaller, more sustain-
ably minded properties. In Laos, for ex-
ample, both the 24-room Amantaka and 
34-room Belmond La Résidence Phou Vao 
connect guests with surrounding com-
munities and help sustain local culture.  

– Darren Leckie







CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO EXPERIENCE THE CELEBRITY DIFFERENCE.

Health and safety protocols, guest conduct rules, and regional travel restrictions vary by ship and destination, and are subject to change without notice. Due to evolving health 
protocols, imagery and messaging may not accurately reflect onboard and destination experiences, offerings, features, or itineraries. These may not be available during your 
voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to change without notice.
*Prices are per person, in Australian Dollars, cruise only, applicable to select sailings, based on double occupancy, reflect any promotional savings, and are inclusive of all taxes and fees (which are subject to change). Prices shown 
are for the lowest suite (The Retreat) stateroom available. Pricing is correct as 13 July 2021. GoVirtuoso Exclusive Offer Terms & Conditions: Offer applies to itineraries that depart 1 June 2021 through 31st December 2022. Bookings
must be made between 1 May 2021 and 31st December 2021. Offer excludes Galapagos and Future Cruise bookings. Bookings must select/request the GOVIRTUOSO offer. $90 per stateroom Specialty Dining credit will be applied in
the form of an onboard credit (Murano charges an additional $5.00 per person, additionally Holiday sailings may have a surcharge). Offer is $165 onboard credit “OBC” per stateroom for suites. Offers are applicable to new individual
bookings and to staterooms in non-contracted group bookings, which must be named and deposited. Guests’ stateroom folios will be credited with an OBC. OBC has no cash value, is applicable to cruise only, non-transferable,
not redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used by 10:00 p.m. on the final night of the cruise. Offer excludes interior and ocean view staterooms. Offer is not combinable with onboard/Future Cruise bookings. Single occupancy
bookings are eligible for the Offer. Refer to Cruise Booking Terms for additional terms and conditions. Celebrity reserves the right to cancel the Offer at any time, correct any errors, inaccuracies, or omissions, and change or update
fares, fees, and surcharges at any time without prior notice. Visit celebritycruises.com/au or celebritycruises.com/nz for complete details about Always Included. ©2021 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

Book The Retreat and receive a specialty restaurant credit  

for two, plus an additional $75 onboard shopping credit.*

GOVIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE OFFER 

Discover bucket-list destinations, from Antarctica to 
South America’s Patagonia region, in the unparalleled 
luxury of The Retreat®. You’ll enjoy a stunning suite, a 
private restaurant, and an exclusive lounge—paired with 
a dedicated team to anticipate your every need. Plus, as 
a guest of The Retreat, you’ll receive a long list of included 
amenities, starting with premium drinks, streaming Wi-Fi, 
service charges, an onboard credit, and a shore excursion 
credit. It’s everything you need for the holiday of a lifetime.

OF THE WORLD IN
OVER-THE-TOP LUXURY

FEATURED SAILINGS

14-NIGHT ANTARCTICA CRUISE
Celebrity Infinity® | 28 January 2023

Experience The Retreat from $10,942 per person*

12-NIGHT ARGENTINA & PATAGONIA CRUISE 
Celebrity Infinity® | 11 March 2023

08_06_AUNZ_PRC_ 210x297_Virtuoso-Life_Antarctica_v5.indd   108_06_AUNZ_PRC_ 210x297_Virtuoso-Life_Antarctica_v5.indd   1 8/5/21   3:37 PM8/5/21   3:37 PM
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This is a time of contemplation, as people at every level of the industry reflect on the pandemic’s impact –  
personally and professionally. We asked savvy travellers and industry insiders, from hoteliers to cruise 

executives, to weigh in on the current state of travel and share their hopes for the future, tips and tricks for 
successful travel, and how we can all help move travel forward.  INTERVIEWS BY HEATHER GREENWOOD DAVIS 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY SAMANTHA HAHN

TRAVEL INSIDERS ON WHAT’S CHANGED, 
WHERE THEY’VE BEEN, AND WHERE THEY’RE GOING.

HOW
THE  WORLD  IS

TRAVELLING
NOW
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HIS SEPTEMBER, I WOULD REALLY LOVE TO  

celebrate my father’s birthday at Viesca, the estate 

that belonged to our grandmother. It would be a 

celebration of his life and his retirement after a career 

guiding the Salvatore Ferragamo brand. I’m also look-

ing forward to travelling to Portugal with my family 

again, and I would like to take a well-deserved trip alone 

with my wife to Prague. 

For many travellers, off-the-beaten-path locations 

will not only bring peace of mind when it comes to 

safety, but also offer privacy and the 

opportunity to truly connect with their 

surroundings. Travelling will now be 

more meaningful – we’ll probably still 

have to keep a physical distance be-

tween each other but grow closer while 

learning the local traditions of a com-

munity and supporting its businesses. 

Whether it’s learning about an 

ancient way of baking, how to taste 

wine, or only ten words in a foreign 

language, every trip offers a heritage to 

be explored and a chance to bring a bit 

of the community you’ve visited back 

home with you.

SALVATORE FERRAGAMO 
Who he is: CEO of Il Borro, a 2,700-acre Tuscan estate that’s home 

to a collection of villas and suites in a medieval village; 

scion of the famed Italian fashion family

Home base: Tuscany, Italy

Travel takeaway: Celebrate the milestones.

TRAVEL TIP:  
I always choose a 

window seat. Com-

pression socks help 

to improve circulation 

in-flight, and Bose 

noise-cancelling 

headphones plus ear 

plugs keep noise to a 

minimum. The combi-

nation helps me reach 

destinations well 

rested so I may fully 

appreciate them.

“OFF-THE-BEATEN-PATH LOCATIONS WILL NOT ONLY BRING PEACE OF MIND 
WHEN IT COMES TO SAFETY, BUT ALSO OFFER PRIVACY AND THE  
OPPORTUNITY TO TRULY CONNECT WITH THE SURROUNDINGS.”

Ferragamo’s Il Borro 
and (right) Prague.
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I
’M SOUTH AFRICAN, BUT I LIVED IN LONDON FOR 

20 years. That’s where we grew our business and 

where most of my adult years were spent. We moved 

back to South Africa three years ago. Ever since, it’s been 

a rediscovery of what’s right on my doorstep. During the 

pandemic, I was able to visit Zimbabwe with my bubble. 

We flew on the charter jet we use to go to Antarctica, 

followed all the protocols for testing and masks and se-

cured the appropriate permits, and we were able to have 

an incredible experience. We treasured every moment. I 

think that’s what travel used to be when I was a kid, but I 

guess you sometimes lose sight of that. It’s been a beau-

tiful thing to remember that travel is a privilege. 

Because a lot of people have been on a big emo-

tional journey during lockdown, they might be more 

conscious of their environmental impact. Maybe 

we can galvanise this change in attitude to make 

everybody more grateful and aware of their impact in 

every aspect of their travel choices. Our White Desert 

guests generally go to Antarctica with a thirst for 

exploring the seventh continent or going to the South 

Pole, but they all come back as ambassadors for the 

continent’s conservation. Our trips are also sustain-

able in that we offer once-in-a-lifetime experiences: 

They change people profoundly, and we tend to not 

have repeat visitors – but they want to stay connect-

ed to the place forever.  

ROBYN WOODHEAD
Who she is: Cofounder of White Desert, a small-group Antarctic adventure company;  

executive committee chair of the International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators, which 

advocates for and promotes environmentally responsible travel to the region

Home base: Cape Town, South Africa 

Travel takeaway: Appreciate close-to-home destinations.

“MAYBE WE CAN  
GALVANISE THIS 
CHANGE IN ATTITUDE 
TO MAKE EVERYBODY 
MORE GRATEFUL  
AND AWARE OF  
THEIR IMPACT.”

TRAVEL TIP: I check in early, change into my comfy pyjamas before takeoff, and drink way 

more water than usual. I use Sisley-Paris Black Rose Precious Face Oil before takeoff; it also 

helps make your mask smell sweeter.

Southern Africa’s 
Victoria Falls and 

(above) an Antarc-
tic adventure.
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I
ARRIVED IN NEVIS IN DECEMBER 2019, STARTED 

my position in January 2020, and by March we were 

in lockdown mode. In the time I’ve been living here, 

what I’ve come to love most about the island is the 

natural beauty, the many beautiful flowers across  

the resort and the island, listening to birds chirping in 

the morning, and seeing the stars light up the sky at 

night. The people are the secret sauce that makes this 

island special. 

This past May, I took my first trip off-island in over a 

year, to Medellín, Colombia, for six days. I turned it into 

a three-week journey with stops in Miami and Atlanta 

to see family before returning to Nevis. 

Having come back to the region after many years 

working and living in the United States, I can person-

ally identify with the resort’s positioning as a modern 

embodiment of the spirit and soul of the Caribbean. 

While I never expected to have to deal with a global 

pandemic, closed borders, or restrictions on travel, 

I’m grateful that this happened while I was on an island 

paradise, surrounded by beauty, open spaces filled 

with nature, and the Caribbean Sea steps away from 

my office. The pandemic allowed me to realise that 

we can’t control the world, but we can control our ap-

proach to it and choose to do it with grace. I hope that 

translates into the way we all travel. 

YVETTE THOMAS-HENRY 
Who she is: Regional vice president and general 

manager of the Four Seasons Resort Nevis, West Indies; 

native of Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

Home base: Charlestown, Nevis 

Travel takeaway: Go mindfully.

“I’M GRATEFUL THAT 
THIS HAPPENED 
WHILE I WAS ON AN 
ISLAND PARADISE, 
SURROUNDED BY 
BEAUTY, OPEN 
SPACES FILLED 
WITH NATURE,  
AND THE  
CARIBBEAN SEA.”

TRAVEL TIP: Get to the airport early, as there are likely to be longer lines and wait times. Both 

travellers and travel industry professionals are navigating different levels of comfort, regulations, 

protocols, and many other factors that we didn’t necessarily have to worry about 18 months ago, 

but if we all have a little grace and patience, we’ll ensure everyone is able to have a good time and 

stay safe. 

The Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis and  
(right) Medellín’s  

Plaza Botero.
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FRANÇOIS PERRET NASTASIA YAKOUB 

TRAVEL TIP: 
I buy a pastry utensil each time I go abroad. I love the beautiful 

pastry cutters I found on a trip to Japan, and now I purchase 

them every time I come across them on  my travels. During the 

pandemic, I missed that.

TRAVEL TIP:   
I love searching Instagram geotags when I’m visiting a new 

city to find out where locals are hanging out. When I’m 

browsing Instagram and come across a place I like, I use 

folders to save photo spots, cafés, and hotels for later.

I
ENJOYED HAVING  

quality time with my 

family during the pan-

demic, and even taught 

them how to cook, but I 

missed travelling  

and how it boosts my 

creativity. Meeting new 

people really helps me 

find new ways to cook. 

I’m always researching 

where we can find good 

places to eat. It’s very 

important for me to dis-

cover the local food and 

local concepts. 

My last trip before the 

pandemic was to Brazil. I 

travelled with the Ritz Par-

is sales team, and we were hosted by the famous Brazilian chef 

Henrique Fogaça in São Paulo. I cooked with him for three days at 

his restaurant and enjoyed discovering the Brazilian cuisine. And 

when I was travelling in the USA as part of the Netflix show The 

Chef in a Truck, I discovered la cuisson à la plancha, cooking on 

a large, flat surface. When I came back to Europe, I transformed 

what I had learned into the pastries at Le Comptoir.

I WANT TO BE MORE MINDFUL ABOUT SUSTAINABILITY  

and my carbon footprint. It’s always been important to me, 

but now even more so. I feel like, for a lot of people, travel 

has become just a photo op. Since Instagram is my largest 

platform, I think it’s my duty to remind people to really take 

in the places they visit and learn about them. Being a more 

mindful traveller could be as simple as just slowing down, 

making eye contact, and smiling at people, even if you can’t 

communicate with them in their language. Gratitude is impor-

tant, and being able 

to convey “Thank 

you. I’m grateful to 

be here, and I want 

to respect your land” 

is important too. 

People live in these 

destinations we 

visit – they’re not just 

playgrounds for us  

to run around and 

take photos.

I can’t wait until I 

start travelling again. 

I’ll happily go any-

where at this point. I 

just miss the world.

Who he is: Pastry chef at the newly opened 

Ritz Paris Le Comptoir, a jewel-box patisserie located 

inside the storied hotel; winner of the 2019 Valrhona prize 

for Best Restaurant Pastry Chef in the world 

Home base: Paris

Travel takeaway: Learn something new.

Who she is: Founder of Dame Traveler, an online community 

that connects and empowers female-identifying travellers 

as they explore the globe; author of 

Dame Traveler: Live the Spirit of Adventure 

Home base: New York City

Travel takeaway: Keep the planet in mind. 

Perret’s creations at 
Ritz Paris Le Comptoir

Yakoub at Governor’s 
Residence in Yangon.
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RICHARD FAIN RONALD AKILI

TRAVEL TIP: Relax! Breathe! Travelling never goes exactly to plan. 

Since you can’t change it, go with the flow and accept that it doesn’t 

have to be perfect. And I can’t help but remind everyone that if you 

take a cruise holiday, your chances of something going wrong drop 

precipitously. Now there’s an idea: Take a cruise for pure bliss.

TRAVEL TIP: I never turn on the internet on a plane. I spend 

most of my time reading, enjoying a meal, and resting. I enjoy 

the quietness; it’s time for me to just read, think, reflect, or 

purely relax. And I always take melatonin for jet lag at bedtime 

for the first two days when I’m in a different time zone.   

I
STOPPED TRAVELLING  

during the pandemic. Now 

that I’m vaccinated, and 

people around the world 

are getting vaccinated, I’m 

aggressively making up for 

lost time. I recently attended 

a steel-cutting ceremony in 

Finland at the Meyer Turku 

shipyard, where our revolu-

tionary ship Icon of the Seas 

was revealed. It was a quieter, 

smaller ceremony than in the 

past, but the excitement level 

among the team was higher 

than ever. And I was aboard 

the mind-blowing Celebrity Edge, the first to sail from the U.S. in 

more than 15 months. I wanted to be the first one to step on board, 

and I couldn’t wait to welcome guests back. 

I’ve been fortunate to travel quite a bit and experience many 

different cultures and places. So, right now, I’m focussed on 

being anywhere my seven extraordinary grandchildren are. We 

go somewhere special every year, but for me, travelling is about 

who I’m with and the experiences we share. I’m looking forward 

to seeing something other than my own home, and once again 

experiencing different perspectives.  

I
’VE SPENT A YEAR IN AN APARTMENT WITH MY FOUR 

kids doing home schooling. It’s been challenging, but 

I have to admit that I’m getting used to turning off the 

phone and enjoying quality time with the family. My last trip 

pre-pandemic was to L.A. in February 2020. Destinations 

seem farther now. 

When I return to travel, I want to travel with purpose, not 

just to get to know the destination, but actually getting to 

know the community better. I wish we could all change our 

mindset when travelling. Instead of just taking from a desti-

nation, let’s contribute and leave something behind – a more 

immersive and regenerative tourism. 

This is where our idea of 

residencies for the Potato 

Head Studios came from. 

Desa means “village.” Our 

desa was designed as a 

creative village. The studios 

include event spaces and 

hospitality offerings that are 

open to locals. We offer an art 

and design library, sustainable 

workshops for inspiration, a 

recording studio, Balinese ex-

periences. We want everyone 

to escape and regenerate. 

Who he is: Chairman and CEO 

of Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.,  

parent company of Celebrity Cruises and Silversea

Home base: Miami 

Travel takeaway: Let travel surprise you.

Who he is: Founder of the Southeast Asia-based 

Desa Potato Head empire (including Katamama Suites  

in Bali), a collection of hotels, restaurants, and beach clubs 

focussed on sustainability and creativity 

Home base: Singapore 

Travel takeaway: Give as much as you get.

The Celebrity Edge. A Katamama 
Suites room.



Explore Australia’s East Coast by sea

Why travel with PONANT?

Award-winning Small-Ship  
Luxury Expeditions 

Maximum of only 92 staterooms

Front Row Seat
100% of staterooms featuring  

their own balcony

Expert Guides
Zodiac & shore excursions with  

expedition team included*

Onboard Entertainment
Spa, fitness centre, theatre, lounges,  

pool, outdoor bar*

French luxury brands on board
Hermès, Ladurée, Lenôtre,  

Charles Heidsieck, Sothys & more

All-Inclusive
All meals & Open Bar*  

included on board

World Class Dining
Two world-class restaurants  

to choose from

24-hour Room Service
Complimentary in all staterooms & suites

Stay Connected
Complimentary Unlimited Wi-Fi

Exploring Australia’s  
East Coast Islands

Cairns to Sydney
Departs 7 December 2022
9 nights on board Le Lapérouse
From $6,640 per person* 

Book early and save up to 30%*

Treasures of the South  
Australian Coast & Tasmania

Sydney to Hobart
Departs 16 December 2022
7 nights on board Le Lapérouse
From $5,230 per person* 

Book early and save up to 25%*

Food, Wine & Yacht Race  
in Tasmania

Hobart to Hobart
Departs 23 December 2022
10 nights onboard Le Lapérouse 
From $9,800 per person*

Book early and save up to 25%*

Connect with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

* All advertised prices are based on the Ponant Bonus fare per person, in Australian Dollars (AUD), based on a double occupancy in the best available category, including port taxes and transfer, yield managed, correct at time of printing, subject to availability and can be changed 
at any time. Welcome Offer: per stateroom based on double occupancy and advertised in Australian Dollars (AUD). Offer valid for guests travelling with PONANT for the first time. Offer is not redeemable for cash, not retroactive, and not combinable with any other offers, except 
the Ponant Bonus and Single Traveller Offers, or stated otherwise. Valid for new bookings only and can be changed or be withdrawn at any time; All Zodiac and shore excursions are included on luxury expedition itineraries unless specified; Open Bar includes wine, beer, French 
Champagne, spirits, and non-alcoholic beverages. Premium beverages and brands available at an additional cost; spa services on board are available at extra cost. Refer to au.ponant.com for full terms and conditions. ABN: 35 166 676 517. Photographs :© PONANT Nick Rains, 
Kelly Slater, Christophe Dugied / Adobe Stock.

Australian Luxury Expeditions in 2022
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THE NATURE CURE
A search for healing – and leopards –

 in Botswana’s wide-open spaces.

BY KIM BROWN SEELY
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOOK

Greeting a 
new day: At 
Mombo Camp 
and (opposite) 
impalas and 
lala palms on 
an Okavango 
floodplain.
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to eye, the elephant just doing what elephants do, looming as 
large as a baobab. 

Botswana is home to the largest population of elephants left 
on earth, and one of the highest concentrations of these ma-
jestic creatures can be found in northern Botswana’s Linyanti 
Wildlife Reserve. My husband and I had come from the U.S. to 
see elephants (and lions and leopards and hopefully even wild 
dogs), as well as to finish a safari interrupted by the pandemic 
in 2020. Fortuitously, our return coincided with the reopening 
of Wilderness Safaris’ newly rebuilt DumaTau Camp, set on the 
Linyanti between two ancient “elephant highways” at the end 
of the Great Rift Valley. Since 1997, DumaTau has had a mission 
to protect these migration routes so wildlife – especially endan-
gered elephants and wild dogs – can move freely.

“At DumaTau we’re extremely proud that we’re still focus-
sing on the sustainability of wildlife corridors,” says Kim Nixon, 
managing director of Wilderness Safaris Botswana. “Now it’s 
more imperative than ever to protect large, connected, natural 
tracts of wilderness.” 

I’d been hearing about Botswana from travel insiders for 
years: how the country, thanks to its stable government and 
progressive social policies, is one of Africa’s biggest success 
stories. And how its low-volume, low-impact approach to tour-
ism sets it apart as more conservation-minded than some of its 

YOU EVER HAPPEN TO FIND YOURSELF ON SAFARI 
in Botswana, in a landscape so beautiful it seems 
like a dream, you’ll quickly learn that afternoons 

are for relaxing. But if it’s been a long time – say a year or two 
of lockdown – since you’ve set foot in a faraway place, let alone 
a trip-of-a-lifetime destination, relaxing can be a challenge. 
You might, for instance, find yourself transfixed by a tiny frog 
scaling your luxurious safari tent’s outdoor shower. Ah, nature! 
you’ll think, admiring the frog’s translucent limbs while water 
slides down your back. 

I didn’t have long to contemplate my new amphibian friend, 
however, because as I stepped from the shower to my balau 
wood deck with its daybed and plunge pool perched over a la-
goon, I heard a rustle. And there just below, like he was trying 
to hide without knocking over the timber-slat shower, stood a 
huge bull elephant flapping his enormous ears and devouring a 
small tree – leaves, branches, and all.

Jesus, I wondered, dripping wet, could anything be more awe-
some than this? 

Why, yes. Somehow each day on safari in Botswana unfolds 
a surprise. But just then, I was in the moment, the elephant’s 
wrinkled skin and expressive ears mapping a country unto it-
self, his white tusks glinting in the sun. And I was humbled and 
awed after months of planetwide disruption: two creatures, eye 

From left: A prized 
perch at DumaTau, an 

elephant grazing on water 
lilies in the Linyanti's 

Osprey Lagoon, afternoon 
tea at Mombo Camp, and 
a zebra sighting during a 

Mombo game drive.
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Lagoon. Each of its eight tented suites has airy, uninterrupted 
views of sweeping plains where mega-herds of elephants enter 
and exit as if from a vast stage. Light dances over the water, and 
the grass glows emerald green. 

To get there, we’d boarded a Cessna Grand Caravan with 
eight other passengers in Maun, Botswana, then flown over 
the floodplains of the Okavango, the world’s largest inland 
delta. As we made stops at dirt airstrips, dropping off guests at 
camps along the way, the landscape glimmered with ponds and 
streams, and the green scrub turned greener. 

DumaTau’s airstrip was awaiting repairs after the rainy sea-
son, so we landed two hours away, a tiring turn of events after 
having flown halfway round the world. But then we met Rogers 
Kesietswe, our guide, who was waiting beside the airstrip with a 
rugged Toyota Land Cruiser. The four of us remaining passen-
gers climbed in; Rogers offered us cold beers, wine, even gin and 
tonics, and turned the trek into an unexpected evening game 
drive. As we bounced along in the open air, it soon became ap-
parent that it was a privilege to spend even two minutes with 
Rogers, let alone two hours.

“Duck!” 
We all ducked in unison as rogue branches tried to scalp us 

from both sides of the track. 
“We have much work to do with the machetes,” Rogers said, 

glancing back. 
In the year since the pandemic shut down the world, the bush 

has begun reclaiming itself – a wondrous thing to see. The roads 
were smothered with grasses. The scrub had filled in, covering 
some of the dirt tracks so thoroughly that if you didn’t know 
where they were, you’d never find them. Bouncing through the 
dusk as the air cooled, taking tentative sips of beer while trying 
not to knock my teeth out, I realised happily that nature hadn’t 
missed us. Not one bit. 

“Look, a hamerkop with a tadpole,” said Rogers, pointing. 
We swerved around a long-legged brown bird high-stepping 
through a puddle. 

neighbours. I’d also heard Botswana has some of the most exclu-
sive camps in southern Africa, camps with an incredible sense of 
remoteness (and a lack of fences), meaning up-close encounters 
with wildlife. Even in peak season, word was that you’d often be 
riding in the only safari vehicle in sight. 

“When I’m designing a safari in southern Africa, Botswana 
is a must,” says Virtuoso travel agency executive Fernanda 
Martín del Campo. “It’s the true wildlife experience, as the ar-
eas along the Okavango Delta are so large and animals roam 
freely. So exploring this region is wild, exclusive, and more 
private than any other safari adventure in Africa. And in Bo-
tswana you can experience both savanna and water.” 

After two nights in the Linyanti, my husband and I planned 
to spend three more in the nearby Okavango Delta. With two 
camps as our bases – and lots of savanna and water – we set out 
on a six-day trip. 

LINYANTI RESERVE
DumaTau, which means “roar of the lion,” stands out for its 
safari-chic design, light footprint (it’s 100 per cent solar pow-
ered), and gorgeous setting on the edge of the Linyanti’s Osprey 
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THERE’S NOTHING LIKE COMING FROM  
A NOISY WORLD TO A QUIET ONE. A WORLD WHERE  
YOU’RE REMINDED OF THE NATURAL ORDER OF THINGS.
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“A what?” I yelled over the roar of the engine, scribbling Ham-
mer Cop in my notebook. Rogers explained that the hamerkop 
is a medium-sized wading bird, and that the shape of its head 
resembles a hammer. Coolest of all, it constitutes a family and 
genus all its own. 

“Now we’ve seen our first kill, hehe … a tadpole, hehe,” Rog-
ers said. 

There was a softness to the evening, and as the night grew 
darker, the scents of the bush grew stronger. 

“Ah, wild basil,” Rogers said, and we all breathed in the deli-
cious minty dusk.

WILDERNESS SAFARIS OPERATES  CAMPS AND  SAFARIS ACROSS  
seven African countries, but began in Botswana 38 years ago 
when friends and bush guides Colin Bell and Chris McIntyre 
fell in love with Africa’s remote, wild places. Their vision was to 
protect those places by enabling people to visit them, and at the 
same time, earn a living for themselves as well as families living 
in nearby communities. 

Today, the outfit is known for its pioneering conservation 
initiatives: among them, reintroducing black and white rhi-
nos to the Okavango in partnership with Botswana’s govern-
ment after the species was declared extinct in the wild in the 
country. Since tourism revenue directly supports each camp’s 
conservation projects and serves as a deterrent to poachers, 
travellers contribute directly to these efforts. This past year, 
when many among the staff had to be sent home, sustainable 
tourism’s role in supporting local communities and conserva-
tion efforts became painfully clear.

All of this made being among the first guests to experience 
the just-reopened DumaTau a profound delight. Pulling up that 
evening with Rogers, we were welcomed into a terrific open-air 
canvas-and-timber bar, living room, and library before being 
guided down elevated wooden walkways to our tented suites. 
Ours had a private plunge pool, a bed draped with terra-cotta-
hued linens and white netting, and a separate living room filled 
with thoughtful touches such as a coffee station on the back 
wall alongside an artistic “curiosity box” containing photo-
graphs and sketches of the endangered local elephant and wild 
dog populations. The canvas walls opened to waterfront views.

Mornings quickly became my favourite time at camp. As 
the sun rose over the dim lagoon, we’d join a handful of other 
guests for a fireside breakfast – fresh fruit and yogurt, pleas-
antly smoky grilled flatbreads, and rich, dark coffee – around 
the lovely boma, a sand-filled fire pit on a platform floating 
over the water. By 6:30 we were in the Land Cruiser with Rogers 
at the wheel, plus blankets, binoculars, and more coffee, about 
to enter a place vibrating with birds and animals.

There was so much to see, I couldn’t keep up: Cooing, chirp-
ing, warbling … coo, coo, coo. Crocodiles! my scribbled notes read.

Elephants! Matriarchal society. Pachyderms! 
Giraffes. Troop of baboons. 
Twenty-one hippos. Rogers claims related to whales? Whales’ 

closest cousins? Wow. The sound of their breath. Phhh. Phhh. 
Phhh. 

There’s nothing like coming from a noisy world to a quiet 
one, I thought. A world where you’re reminded of the natural 
order of things.

DumaTau’s 
lagoon-side lap 
pool and (op-
posite) a coffee 
break and an 
elephant parade 
on a Mombo 
game drive.



VIRTUOSO LIFE50

MOREMI RESERVE
After two days at DumaTau, a short flight over the Okavango’s 
wandering river and green islands delivered us to Mombo, 
set on Chief’s Island, smack in the middle of the wildlife-rich  
Moremi Game Reserve. Eight “tents” on raised platforms, 
outfitted with canopied beds and copper tubs, overlooked the 
game-filled floodplain. When it opened as Wilderness Safa-
ris’ first luxury camp in the 1990s, Mombo set a new bar in the  
design of sustainable safari camps. Since then it’s been reimag-
ined four times and is still considered one of Africa’s most clas-
sic tented safari experiences. 

Our animal encounters at Mombo were the highlight of the 
trip. It didn’t hurt that we were riding with Sebonta “Zee” The- 
kiso, a veteran guide of 21 years whose name means “the boss.”

“My father worked in mining and wanted me to have a 
powerful name,” he explained the first morning as we drove 
through thick vegetation: shrubs, tall grasses, palms, baobabs, 
giant vachellia trees (formerly known as acacia). We spent 
time watching a pride of 11 lions finish off an elephant carcass 
while dozens of vultures perched overhead in the branches. By  
8:45 am, Zee had found a female leopard at the base of a tree 
guarding a kill.

“Ah, the leopard. The loner. It is very good to be a loner,” Zee 
said philosophically. I wanted to ask why, but never did because 
– wow! – all of a sudden he spotted two baby leopard cubs hid-
den deep in the scrub. They were so small. Maybe two and a half 
months, Zee thought, with tiny ears and quizzical eyes. “Look! 
They still have their curiosity,” he said, as excited as I was.

From left: An Okavango resident 
and, at Mombo Camp, Tefho 
Karyn Ralekgobo with tags bear-
ing the names of rhinos rein-
troduced into the concession; 
craft gins; Botswana beef fillet; 
a leopard, spotted; and veteran 
guide Zee Thekiso. 

We held our breath while the mother leopard leaped up, 
dragged what was left of an impala she’d stashed in a tree to a 
higher branch – how exhausting! – then, tragically, dropped it to 
the ground. She dragged it into the bush and went back to nurs-
ing one baby while the other hid. She looked utterly content, 
albeit tired, licking her tiny spotted cub all over, then dozing 
while it nursed. 

Zee, my husband, and I sat quietly and watched the leopards 
for an hour. There was only one other family at the lodge this 
early in the reopening. Their vehicle came and went. But I could 
have stayed with that mother leopard all day; it felt so healing 
after everything the world had been through. So we sat and 
watched nature confidently doing what it does. The leopard car-
ing for her tiny cubs; the elephants in the distance, so huge, with 
room to roam; and all around us a hum, the sounds of herbivores 
grazing and doves cooing and swirls of snow-white egrets lift-
ing like clouds into the sky.
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GO  The camps of Virtuoso on-site tour con-

nection Wilderness Safaris Botswana 

are scattered in the Central Kalahari, Lin-

yanti, and Okavango Delta regions, just a 

short bush-plane hop apart. Most guests 

stay at two camps over a week or more. 

Located in vast tracts of wilderness, all 

the camps are miles from other lodgings; 

even in peak season, you never encounter 

another group. That’s the appeal of  

Botswana’s low-impact, high-conserva-

tion tourism.

In northern Botswana, set within the 

private Linyanti Wildlife Reserve, recently 

reopened DumaTau Camp has eight 

inviting tented suites with private decks, 

daybeds, and plunge pools overlooking 

the Linyanti River. On Chief’s Island in 

the Okavango Delta, eight-suite Mombo 
Camp commands a spectacular perch 

overlooking a floodplain teeming with 

wildlife and is considered one of Africa’s 

best game-viewing areas. 

There’s no shortage of respected safari 

operators who offer a range of group or 

Where to stay and how to see Botswana. 

SAFARI  STARS
private itineraries in Botswana. Among 

them: Big Five Tours & Expeditions, 

Intrepid Group, Ker & Downey, and 

Micato Safaris. 

STAY  Recently opened Xigera Safari Lodge 

lights up the Okavango Delta with art:  

12 individually designed suites and a 

campwide collection of furniture and 

decor from 82 renowned African artists –  

the largest collection of African design 

anywhere in the world. Guests can spend 

a night under the stars in the sculptural 

Baobab Treehouse and keep an eye out for 

Motalepula, the “lodge leopard.” While the 

lodge is fully solar powered now, it aims to 

eventually generate enough power for its 

game-drive vehicles as well. Accommoda-

tions include all meals and beverages, 

laundry service, park fees, and activities. 

Billowing Bedouin-style tents in rich ocher 

bring a breath of Morocco to the Kalahari 

at Jack’s Camp. The campaign-style 

property was renovated in 2020, with nine 

enormous tents with private decks and 

plunge pools. The Persian-style tea tent 

opens to the surrounding Makgadikgadi 

Salt Pans, where endangered brown hy-

enas and black-maned Kalahari lions live. 

From November through March, Africa’s 

second-largest migration of zebras and 

wildebeests passes through the area 

(which is also the world’s best place to 

view habituated meerkats). Accommoda-

tions include all meals and beverages, 

laundry service, park fees, and activities.

Each of Belmond’s three Botswana camps 

offers a different angle on the country. 

Savute Elephant Lodge has 12 tents with 

front-row seats for the pachyderm action 

of Chobe National Park. Guided walking 

safaris at the 15-room Khwai River Lodge 
reveal the power of the “big five” as well as 

the wonder of the smallest creatures. And 

12-room Eagle Island Lodge offers heli-

copter and horseback safaris. Accommo-

dations include all meals and beverages, 

laundry service, park fees, emergency 

insurance, and two game-viewing activi-

ties per day.  
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CRUISES

Smooth Sailing
Ahoy Club oversees a network of 4,000 professionally crewed charter 
vessels worldwide, including more than 130 in Australia, with a dedicated 
concierge service to take care of everything from restaurant bookings to 
special-occasion surprises. Set sail almost anywhere along Australia’s di-
verse coastline, from the Whitsundays or the Kimberley to Sydney Harbour.

Explore Farther
Coral Expeditions’ boutique Asia-Pacific cruises take a maximum of 120 
passengers to some of the most remote and uncharted regions around 
Australia, including Cape York and Arnhem Land, the wild bays of Tas-
mania, or the Kimberley. Their eight-day Great Barrier Reef itinerary is 
a classic example: Just 72 intrepid guests get the chance to explore the 
far-flung Ribbon and Osprey Reefs and deserted coral cays.

TOURS

Immersive and Engaging
Private picnics in the Blue Mountains of NSW or sunrise hikes to the base 
of Uluru are among the stretch-your-legs and fill-your-soul extras that tour 
company Addicted to Australia might weave into a curated itinerary. Their 
mission is to encourage Australians to discover the behind-the-scenes se-
crets of their own backyard, with luxury and authenticity at the core of 
every journey. All the better if that’s by means of traditional smoking cer-
emonies and cultural talks and walks with Aboriginal elders or a private 
visit to a Hawkesbury oyster farm for oyster and Champagne sampling. 

Best of the Barossa
Coast & Co., known for its Barossa e-bike tours, four-wheel-drive adven-
tures, and private air safaris, also organises one of Australia’s most over-
the-top wine tours. Guests are collected from their accommodation in a 
beautifully appointed Land Rover Discovery and spend the day indulg-
ing in extraordinary experiences, such as a private tasting of Henschke’s 
iconic $865 Hill of Grace shiraz.

Kangaroo Island, Customised
It’s one thing join a regular group wildlife tour and spot a kangaroo or 
a koala. It’s another thing entirely to have Exceptional Kangaroo Island 
tailor an experience to your interests, however specific. It could be help-
ing researchers collect data on local bird populations, recording endan-
gered nocturnal marsupials, or even having lunch or tracking echidnas 
with Peggy Rismiller, the world’s foremost expert on echidnas.

From the blue waters of the Whitsundays to the Outback’s rugged terrain to  
Sydney’s glittering towers, there’s a world of great escapes worth exploring inside 
Australia. Here, a little inspiration for your next close-to-home getaways.  

BY ALEXANDRA CARLTON

S P OT L I G H T  O N  A U S T R A L I A

DOMESTIC BLISS
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HOTELS, RESORTS, AND HOMES

Switch Off in the Outback
No two days are the same at Bullo River Station, a 12-suite retreat at the 
centre of an almost 500,000-acre working cattle station in the North-
ern Territory. Take a four-wheel-drive nature tour, laze by the pool, or 
plunge into the freshwater billabong Marlee’s Bath, named for former 
owner and station manager Marlee Ranacher, who loved to cool off here 
during muster time. Accommodations include all meals and beverages, 
land-based touring, and a special Virtuoso gift.

Culture Cure 
Brisbane’s buzzy South Bank – home to the Gallery of Modern Art and 
the Queensland Performing Arts Centre – is one of the country’s most 
vibrant arts and theatre hubs, and the Emporium Hotel South Bank sits 
right in the thick of it. There are 144 suites to choose from, with the 
choice pick being the 786-square-metre, four-bedroom, three-bath-
room Parklands Suite, which includes its own private infinity pool. Ac-
commodations include breakfast daily and a bottomless Champagne 
afternoon tea for two.

A Roof with a View
Great views stretch in all directions from inside the soaring Ritz-Carlton, 
Perth: the sweeping city skyline on one side and the mighty Swan River 
on the other. All 205 of the hotel’s rooms and suites take full advantage 
of the outlook, but the best place to sip sundowners in the fading light 
of a dazzling Western Australian sunset is the open-air, rooftop Song-
bird Bar & Lounge. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $140 
hotel credit.

Tasmania tempts: Views of Hobart from atop Mount Wellington.
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Garden Getaway
United Places Botanic Gardens is a collection of 12 tranquil suites which 
overlook the rooftops of South Yarra or the lush leafiness of Melbourne’s 
Royal Botanic Gardens. Room service dinner from hatted neighbouring 
restaurant Matilda (or another area restaurant), breakfast in bed the next 
morning, and a sunshiny stroll through the gardens to the National Gal-
lery of Victoria make for a soul-soothing urban escape. Accommodations 
include breakfast daily and a $100 in-suite neighbourhood dining credit.

Sustainably Elegant
Elysian Retreat, a ten-villa hideaway on Long Island in Queensland’s 
Whitsundays, recently earned some impressive sustainability stripes, in-
cluding Advanced Ecotourism certification from Ecotourism Australia. 
And a stay here is just as good for guests’ wellbeing as the planet’s: 
Days are filled with gourmet meals, yoga, spa treatments, reef tourism, 
or simply slowing down and breathing in the clean, salty air of the trop-
ics. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $130 spa credit.

Embrace the Big Blue
The first detail travellers notice on the descent to Hayman Island, which 
sits at the northernmost tip of the Whitsundays, is the layers of blue: the 
turquoise-to-sapphire ombre of the ocean and then the aqua geomet-
ric shapes of the 15 pools – some shared, some private – at the 168-room  
InterContinental Hayman Island Resort. And swimming is just the begin-
ning: There are five bars and restaurants, optional reef tours, and the Hay-
man Spa. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $130 resort credit.

Run for the Hills
Piccadilly Valley views, gracious service, and Hardy’s Verandah restau-
rant have made the 31-suite Mount Lofty House one of the most coveted 
addresses in the Adelaide Hills. The newly opened 14-suite, tree-hugged 
Sequoia Lodge offers yet another layer of luxury, with a private pool, 
artesian-spring-fed hot pools, a wildlife sanctuary, and experiences cen-
tred around nature, wellness, and food. Accommodations include break-
fast daily and a $100 dining credit.

Get Centred in Adelaide
The South Australian capital is the gateway to Australia’s finest wine re-
gions: The Adelaide Hills are just outside the city limits and the Barossa 
Valley’s just an hour-and-a-half drive away. But there’s a good reason 
not to dash off too quickly; an extended stay at the charming 170-room 
heritage Mayfair Hotel – especially if it includes dinner at the Mayflower 
Restaurant and nightcaps at the Hennessy Rooftop Bar – turns Adelaide 
into a destination all its own. Accommodations include breakfast daily and 
a $130 hotel credit.

Wine, Dine, Unwind
Barossa Valley lodge The Louise has long had a reputation for outstand-
ing food, even more so now that its high-end restaurant, Appellation, 
has debuted a handsome face-lift. The lodge has also added a wellness 
string to its bow: Guests can book private yoga or meditation sessions, 
wellness coaching, and massages during a stay in any of the 15 gener-
ous suites. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a private tour and 
winetasting at Yalumba Winery.

S P OT L I G H T  O N  A U S T R A L I A
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Home Stays, Elevated
Luxico’s upscale home-stay properties are all screened to ensure they 
meet exacting standards. Guests who like the feel of a private home 
but want the “someone else can take care of everything” perks of a ho-
tel can book a VIP upgrade that includes a butler, daily housekeeping, 
and a fully stocked fridge at one of the top-of-the-range Ultra Villas, 
such as modernist Prickly Rocks on the Mornington Peninsula, Vic, or 
the oceanfront Twenty Six in Byron Bay, NSW. Accommodations include 
a gourmet welcome hamper and a $250 credit towards in-home services.

Local Touches
The beauty of a stay at one of the three elegant private villas at river-
front escape The Frames in the Riverland region of South Australia is 
that everything – from gourmet safaris to gondola cruises to booking 
a private chef – is run by owners and third-generation locals Cathy and 
Rick Edmonds, who are privy to all the region’s secrets and can tailor 
an itinerary to any manner of interest. Accommodations include daily 
breakfast provisions and a $130 hotel credit.

Harbour Stays and Dog Days
Historic architectural elements, modern design and amenities, and 
some of the best harbour views in the city make Pier One Sydney Har-
bour an unforgettable Sydney stay. Guests can even bring a canine 
friend. And while it’s unlikely pups will appreciate the chic humans- 
only Hunter Lab amenities or the signature Archie Rose cocktails 
served at Bar One, they’ll definitely be fans of the doggie room-service 
menu and the chance to snuggle up in an eco-friendly dog bed. Ac-
commodations include breakfast daily and a $130 dining credit

New Sparkle in Sydney
For years, Sydneysiders watched the sparkling blue tower rising from 
its harbour foreshore. And when Crown Towers Sydney opened in late 
2020, they quickly learned the interior was just as arresting. With 349 
rooms and suites, some of the city’s best dining at Woodcut (and ten 
other bars and restaurants), and a glittering infinity pool, it’s a wel-
come addition to the city’s hotel scene. Accommodations include break-
fast daily and a $130 hotel credit.  

A Melbourne must: The Royal Botanic Gardens.
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FINE FEATHERS

Bristol, UK-based Colombian artist Diana Beltrán Herrera transforms ordinary paper into strikingly realistic sculptures  

drawn from the natural world. Rendered with delicate textures, her subjects include flowers, butterflies, frogs, and birds,  

including this cockatoo, part of her Southeast Asian birds series. Prints of her sculptures are available  

at dianabeltranherrera.com.  @dianabeltranherrera 

Salmon-Crested Cockatoo
Paper sculpture

PAPER ART THAT CELEBRATES THE NATURAL WORLD.



VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY. 

THE WORLD 
AWAITS

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso 
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customised just for you. And the peace of 

mind that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before. 

Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.



Your trusted travel resource. 

Virtuoso travel advisors customise each trip with extras and  
perks, and act as your advocates every step of the way. 

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.


	VL_AUSNZ_Sept2021_FC_DE
	VL_AUSNZ_Sept2021_IFC_DE
	001_VL_SEP_AUS_Coral
	002_VL_AUS_SEP
	003_VL_AUS_SEP
	004_VL_AUS_SEP
	005_VL_AUS_SEP
	006_VL_SEP_AUS_Explora
	007_VL_SEP_AUS_Explora
	008_VL_SEP_AUS
	009_VL_SEP_AUS
	010_VL_SEP_AUS_CaptChoice
	011_VL_SEP_AUS
	012_VL_SEP_AUS_Viking
	013_VL_SEP_AUS_Viking
	014_VL_SEP_AUS
	015_VL_SEP_AUS_Seabourn
	016_VL_SEP_AUS
	017_VL_SEP_AUS_AK
	018_VL_SEP_AUS_Regent
	019_VL_SEP_AUS_Regent
	020_VL_SEP_AUS
	021_VL_SEP_AUS_Mogul
	022_VL_SEP_AUS
	023_VL_SEP_AUS_BoB
	024_VL_AUS_SEP
	025_VL_AUS_SEP
	026_VL_SEP_AUS_SilverSea
	027_VL_SEP_AUS_SilverSea
	028_VL_AUS_SEP
	029_VL_AUS_SEP
	030_VL_AUS_SEP
	031_VL_AUS_SEP
	032_VL_SEP_AUS_AlUla
	033_VL_SEP_AUS_AlUla
	034_VL_SEP_AUS_Celebrity
	035_VL_AUS_SEP
	036_VL_AUS_SEP
	037_VL_AUS_SEP
	038_VL_AUS_SEP
	039_VL_AUS_SEP
	040_VL_AUS_SEP
	041_VL_SEP_AUS_Ponant
	042_VL_SEP_AUS_Oceania
	043_VL_SEP_AUS_Oceania
	044_VL_SEP_AUS
	045_VL_SEP_AUS
	046_VL_SEP_AUS
	047_VL_SEP_AUS
	048_VL_SEP_AUS
	049_VL_SEP_AUS
	050_VL_SEP_AUS
	051_VL_SEP_AUS
	052_VL_SEP_AUS
	053_VL_SEP_AUS
	054_VL_SEP_AUS
	055_VL_SEP_AUS
	056_VL_AUS_SEP
	VL_AUSNZ_Sept2021_IBC_DE
	VL_AUSNZ_Sept2021_BC_DE

