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GO NOW, GO “WOW”

Working with a Virtuoso travel advisor elevates every holiday
to extraordinary. They use their global connections and industry
expertise to plan the most memorable experiences, from
weekend getaways to trips of a lifetime. Packed with ideas
and inspiration for your next “wow” moments, this issue
features exceptional experiences customised for people
passionate about travel.
Count on Virtuoso travel advisors for every trip, near or far.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to
find the one who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor
catalogue on virtuoso.com.
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HANKS TO A LONG

career in the travel
industry, I’m incredibly
fortunate to have
experienced more than my fair
share of pinch-me moments. A
white-linen lunch on the Great
Wall of China. Wine tasting
on a brilliantly sunny day in
Switzerland’s historic Lavaux
region, overlooking Lake Geneva.
Four-wheeling through the
Arabian desert dunes to a feast
under the stars in the UAE. Waking
to the sounds of hippos braying in
the river outside my safari tent in
Kenya’s Masai Mara. The Sistine
Chapel, all to ourselves.
While some unforgettable
experiences come with price tags
that reflect their exclusivity, just as
many cost next to nothing. Maybe
it’s that first taste of something
new. Or simply awe at the sheer
beauty of the world – a sunrise, a
snowfall, or a breathtaking view.
I owe much of my own travel
highlight reel to the network
of connections that makes
Virtuoso what it is. With more
than 16,000 advisors and
1,700 hotels, cruise lines, tour
operators, on-site partners, and
other companies in nearly 100
countries around the world,
Virtuoso brings together the
best people in the luxury travel
business. Those personal
relationships help advisors
plan top-notch itineraries for
their clients, often offering
opportunities and VIP
treatment you didn’t even know
were possible.
Take, for example, a friend’s
50th-birthday celebration in
Florence last year. As a travel
agency exec, he’s on a first-name
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The Duomo as backdrop
for me and my husband.

basis with the owners and GMs
of the best hotels and local tour
connections, so the whole week
was over the top, from an afterhours viewing of Michelangelo’s
David to a rooftop party at a
private palazzo. But honestly, my
favourite memories from that
trip cost nothing more than a
meal (and a few bottles of vino, of
course). Lingering over a leisurely
lunch, laughing with friends, and
toasting our good fortune – that’s
a wow moment for sure.
This issue is dedicated to such
moments, big and small. For our
main feature story (page 29),
managing editor Marika Cain
polled our network of advisors
to find the most wow-worthy
experiences they’ve created for
their clients. You’ll also hear from
some travellers themselves, as
well as personal wow reports from
Virtuoso Life’s editorial team.
You’ll find more than enough
inspiration, so why not get a trip
on the calendar to make more
memories? At the end of this thing
called life, you won’t necessarily remember the things you
bought – but if you’re lucky, you
will remember the things you did.
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The Virtuoso Life
DISPATCHES FROM VIRTUOSO INSIDERS

Just Back
THE AMALFI COAST

Exploring one of Italy’s
dreamiest shores.

WHY GO: It’s Italy:
stunning scenery,
sensational food,
crystal-clear blue
water, history,
great people, and
some of the best
Virtuoso hotels.

The view from the
terrace at Le Sirenuse
in Positano.

FAVOURITE SEADREAM
AMENITY: Our mono-

Sydney-based Virtuoso agency executive Sharyn Kitchener and her husband,
Mike, recently returned from a seven-day
SeaDream Yacht Club birthday celebration along the Amalfi Coast. Below, some
of Kitchener’s favourite moments. Please
read with an Aperol spritz in hand.

grammed pyjamas – such a
great personal
touch, and comfortable too.

BEST BITES: Pre-book lunch on the

LOCAL FLAIR: I loved exploring the Amalfi

terrace at Le Sirenuse when in Positano.
We had dishes of prosciutto crudo with
melon, and cherry tomatoes with buffalo
mozzarella, plus a couple of glasses of
the best rosé.

Cathedral, which was originally built in the
ninth century. We saw clothes, sedan chairs,
mitres (ceremonial headgear), and so many
items collected over the centuries.

SHOPPING SCORES: My husband purchased

Sharyn and Mike Kitchener enjoy a relaxing evening aboard the SeaDream II.

some gorgeous linen shirts in Bonifacio,
and I bought a stunning handwoven
clutch from Fiore Capri in Capri –
a little bit of indulgence is a must!

TIP: Visit earlier (April or May) or later
in the season (September) to avoid the
major crowds. Book in advance, pre-book
the important tours you wish to do,
and wear comfortable shoes for all the
walking and stairs.

VIRTUOSO IN VANCOUVER

Advisors enjoy a Canadian holiday and the 2017 Symposium.

(KITCHENERS) SHARYN KITCHENER, (SYMPOSIUM) ROBERT STANZIONE

Agency executives and advisors from Australia and New Zealand gathered in
Vancouver, British Columbia, in May to collaborate with other influential playmakers in the travel industry during the 2017 Virtuoso Symposium. Over the
course of the conference, advisors from across the globe discussed travel
trends, the future of travel, and upcoming opportunities that will enhance their
clients’ holidays, all while exploring one of Canada’s most cosmopolitan cities.
Shopping for their clients’ next cruise: Australian agency executives Roger Hudson and Claudia Rossi Hudson
with Crystal Cruises CEO Edie Rodriguez (right).

ASK THE ADVISORS

What is one of your favourite hotel perks for Virtuoso travellers?

“The Olissippo Lapa Palace
in Lisbon, Portugal, has
welcome amenities of a small
bottle of port and Portuguese
tarts, which my clients
absolutely loved.”

“The Virtuoso perk that really excites our
clients is a room upgrade. We recently had
some staying at the Mandarin Oriental,
Hong Kong and we were able to upgrade
them to a suite. They were so excited that
they called to say thank you.”

“I love the InterContinental
Paris Le Grand. As well as the
usual upgrade and breakfast,
Virtuoso clients receive access to
the Club Lounge with free-flowing
Champagne and food all day.”

– Ann-Catherine Jones

– Lisa Story

– Jenni Triffitt
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SMALL SHIP CRU IS ING
It’s a big world. But sometimes, it takes a small ship to see it clearly.
To find its heart, hidden away in unexplored coves,
distant islands and old-world villages.
So step onboard, and discover the joy of travelling small.

Unforgettable... the Joy of Travelling Small.
Go where the big ships can’t go. Tauck Small Ship Cruising combines 90+ years of award-winning travel
expertise with unique destination experiences in Europe, Latin America, Asia and Antarctica. Travel
with Tauck Directors who take every moment of your holiday personally. Enjoy a sophisticated, intimate
atmosphere onboard... and travel effortlessly, knowing that every aspect of your trip is already paid for –
and taken care of – from shore excursions to gratuities, with no options sold.

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS
For more information on our 2018 trips, please
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

EUROPEAN RIVER CRU IS ING
Welcome aboard...
where the ambiance is congenial...
the exclusive shore excursions go beyond the ordinary...
and if it means a better travel experience, it’s included.

Inspired by the Destination
Delivering truly inspirational travel experiences has defined Tauck for the past 90+ years. Deep
destination knowledge and longstanding local relationships create exclusive and authentic cultural
experiences ashore. Every Tauck river cruise is well-choreographed to connect you with people,
places and daily life along Europe’s great rivers. This is the Europe you’ve dreamed of... with you at
the very heart of it.

DISTINCTIVELY INCLUSIVE RIVER CRUISES
For more information on our 2018 trips, please
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Some moments are worth remembering

...others are unforgettable

HALEKULANI PAST, PRESENT, FOREVER...

For reservations and information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

PASSPORT

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

Afternoon Arrival

NOAH FECKS

If New York’s Grand Central Station was “the crossroads of a million private lives,” per the vintage radio serial, one life loomed largest in the
southwest corner of the terminal: that of John Campbell. The financier and member of the New York Central Railroad board of directors
moved into his corner office in 1923, after having it designed in the image of a Florentine palace, complete with eight-metre-high, handpainted ceilings, leaded-glass windows, and a stone fireplace. It served as an office by day, reception hall for the powerful by night. Now the
ornate hideaway has been renewed as The Campbell bar, serving manhattans and negronis with classic bar fare ranging from charcuterie
plates to grilled Gruyère-and-mozzarella sandwiches – legitimate excuses for missing the next train. thecampbellnyc.com.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Lindsay Day and Elaine Glusac
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 17
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Passport

FOOD & SPIRITS

ISLAND SPICE

I’ll Have the Pampas on Rye
The Argentine love of open-flame barbecue meets the country’s Jewish culture at
Mishiguene Fayer, co-owned by Tomás Kalika and located in Buenos Aires’ Palermo district. After introducing the city to fine-dining Jewish cuisine at his lauded
Mishiguene, the chef is following it with a second act that promises a more casual
feel, with dishes such as grilled pastrami as well as Patagonian beef and lamb served
with sides of potato latkes and gefilte fish. mishiguene.com.

PUNCH UP THE PARTY

The buzz at Yaku by La Mar, the new lounge at Miami’s Mandarin Oriental hotel: punch cocktails. Open evenings
from Thursday through Saturday, the outdoor bayfront terrace specialises in fruity, party-size blends of spirits
and juice, such as pisco, ginger, lime, and pineapple; or rum, mango, and lime. Pair them with Korean fried chicken
with Peruvian chillies and other piquant small plates from neighbouring La Mar by Gastón Acurio restaurant.
From left: Yaku by La Mar’s Amorcito (“little love”) and pisco punches with a quinoa burger.
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(MISHIGUENE FAYER) SANTIAGO SOTO MONLLOR

From left: chef Tomás Kalika and Mishiguene Fayer’s pumpkin hummus.

From a fish fry on the beach
to finger food at a polo match,
offerings at the annual
Barbados Food and Rum
Festival range from local
to luxe. But eating is only
half the focus: The birthplace
of rum highlights its island
heritage with spirit tastings,
rum-and-food pairings, and
cocktail competitions.
Last year’s favourite
drink, Granny’s Kitchen
Garden – a mix of cucumberinfused rum, coriander syrup,
grapefruit juice, salt, and pepper – channelled the Bajan
larder, using “common but
flavour-intense herbs often
found in local kitchen
gardens,” said Philip Antoine,
a former Barbados Bartender
of the Year. Pop over between
16 and 19 November and
watch him shake up new
contenders during the
2017 festival.

PLANE TALK

Pass on the Paparazzi
Fans cheering your return at baggage claim getting
to be a bit much? Skip the autographs and intrusive
questions with Los Angeles International Airport’s new
Private Suite. The first of its kind in the U.S., the exclusive terminal shields transiting VIPs and their entourages from adoration with 13 individual waiting rooms,
each with a daybed, bathroom, and stocked pantry.
Services include dedicated TSA (Transportation Security Administration) screening, private customs and
immigration desks, and car-to-aircraft transportation
prior to takeoff. For those who are susceptible to lastminute invitations and appearances (or are just prone
to forgetfulness), the terminal offers complimentary
clothing and accessories, such as headphones, jogging
and dress shoes, cuff links, blouses and shirts, and
even a line of raincoats for the taking.

VIP-ready at LAX and
(left) Qatar Airways’
new business class.

Right on Q
Retractable doors and panels on Qatar Airways’ new Qsuite business-class seats transform
the spacious areas into private one-, two-, and four-passenger suites. Travellers choose from
more than 3,000 shows, movies, games, and music options, and stay relaxed en route with
adjustable mood lighting, Castello Monte Vibiano Vecchio skin care products, and fully reclining
seats. Families and couples flying together can opt to have adjoining seats combine to form a
plush double bed, an industry first in business class.

bliss
A blissful Maldivian escape

await
s...

GILI LANKANFUSHI MALDIVES
Stay 5, Pay 4 - 5 Nights in a Villa Suite from USD $6,465

FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
Island Destinations Includes Complimentary Post Departure Insurance with Every Booking
Valid for new bookings through 15 December and travel now through 20 December 2017. Listed rate is based on travel now through 30 September 2017. 5 night minimum stay required. Rate is inclusive of tax and service.
Blackout dates may apply. Rate is subject to change. © 2017 Island Destinations. All rights reserved. ® Island Destinations, The Authority for Luxury Travel, are registered trademarks.

Passport
ART & CULTURE

NOW SHOWING

New museums in Cape Town and L.A.
the new, 28-room Silo hotel, which
occupies the top six storeys of grain
elevators above the museum, for sunset cocktails. Open to hotel guests, as
well as the general public by reservation only, the bar serves cocktails and
South African wines pool-side along
with a rotating selection of tempura,
oysters, and snacks.
The first of two new contemporary art museums to open in Los Angeles, the Marciano Art Foundation
recently moved into the midcentury
Scottish Rite Masonic Temple near
Koreatown, an expansive home for
the collection of Guess cofounders
Maurice and Paul Marciano. Their
1,500 artworks include pieces by
established artists of the 1990s,
such as Christopher Wool, Cindy
Sherman, and Takashi Murakami,
and spotlight emerging talents such
as Analia Saban and Danh Vō, all of

whom are represented in the inaugural
show, Unpacking, through 24 December. marcianoartfoundation.org.
Kulapat Yantrasast, architect of
the Marciano Art Foundation, also
designed downtown’s Institute of
Contemporary Art Los Angeles. The
museum, formerly the Santa Monica
Museum of Art, opened 9 September with Martín Ramírez: His Life in
Pictures, Another Interpretation, a show
devoted to the self-taught Mexican
artist who immigrated to California
in 1925, was diagnosed five years
later with schizophrenia, and lived in
state hospitals until his death in 1963.
Nonetheless, he produced some 450
drawings and collages, whose rhythm
and composition elicit comparisons
to the works of Frank Stella and
Wassily Kandinsky. Some 50 pieces
will be on exhibit through the year’s
end. theicala.org.

Clockwise from left:
Cape Town’s Silo hotel
atop the new MOCAA,
Martín Ramírez’s Untitled
(Abstract Pattern) at
ICALA, and the Marciano
Art Foundation’s debut
exhibit, Unpacking.
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(MOCAA) IWAN BAAN, (UNPACKING) ROBERT WEDEMEYER,
(MARTÍN RAMÍREZ ARTWORK) THE ESTATE OF MARTÍN RAMÍREZ COURTESY OF THE RICCO/MARESCA GALLERY

This month, art lovers’ eyes turn
to the V&A Waterfront’s new Zeitz
Museum of Contemporary Art
Africa (zeitzmocaa.museum), which
opens 22 September inside a repurposed 1921 grain silo complex in
Cape Town. London-based architect
Thomas Heatherwick has transformed
the structure’s 42 concrete silos into a
sleek 9,300-square-metre exhibition
space – complete with a nine-story
glass atrium in the centre. The first
major museum of its kind on the
continent stems from a partnership
between the V&A Waterfront and German businessman and conservationist Jochen Zeitz; visitors can expect
permanent collections, temporary
exhibitions (including one from South
African artist Nandipha Mntambo), a
costume institute, and centres for art
education and photography.
Our recommendation: After visiting
MOCAA, head to the rooftop bar of

BON VOYAGE

GOODS TO GO

RHINE RIVER REFRESH
There’s a new Uniworld itinerary in town: a nine-day Baselto-Amsterdam voyage on the 130-passenger River Empress.
The sailing doubles as a Jewish Heritage Cruise, with
excursion options that give travellers a chance to delve into
European Jewish culture and history, such as visiting the
oldest surviving Jewish cemetery in Germany or exploring the
Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam. During each cruise,
the Empress will sail the Rhine River with stops in Basel, Frankfurt, and Cologne, among others. Departures: Multiple dates,
14 March through 5 November 2018. Complimentary economy
airfare included for all 2018 European voyages if booked before
30 September 2017.
Elegance – and
Jewish culture – on
the River Empress.

Smooth Operator
London-based accessories brand Stow’s three new leather travel
sleeves elegantly sheathe cell phones, tablets, and laptops as
large as 38 centimetres – protective peace of mind for travel’s
bumps and scratches. Each one features an exterior pocket for
stowing documents, passports, or, in the case of the largest
sleeve, this magazine. stowlondon.co.uk.

BELMOND HOTEL MONASTERIO, CUSCO

YOUR PERSONAL ESCAPE

HOTELS | TRAINS | RIVER CRUISES | JOURNEYS

OUR OTHER EXCEPTIONAL PERUVIAN EXPERIENCES
BELMOND MIRAFLORES PARK LIMA | BELMOND PALACIO NAZARENAS CUSCO | BELMOND LAS CASITAS COLCA | BELMOND HIRAM BINGHAM TRAIN MACHU PICCHU
BELMOND SANCTUARY LODGE MACHU PICCHU | BELMOND HOTEL RIO SAGRADO SACRED VALLEY | BELMOND ANDEAN EXPLORER CUSCO - PUNO - AREQUIPA
© 2017 Belmond Management Ltd. Belmond is a registered trademark.
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Suite Talk

Soak up South Africa,
andBeyond-style.

TOP OF THE ROCK
Revamped suites at South Africa’s andBeyond Phinda Rock Lodge invite guests to let the wild in, via private verandas with
views overlooking a 28,300-hectare preserve. The clifftop, six-suite safari lodge in the KwaZulu-Natal province recently reopened after a three-month overhaul; suites now feature a palette of greys punctuated with Zulu baskets, hand-embroidered
linens, and wooden sculptures, plus bathrooms with timber floors and granite countertops. The refreshed guest lounge
highlights the bush setting, including a new rooftop terrace where guests can dine under the stars.

Hotel Unique’s
Presidential Suite.

Let Those Walls Down
Lofty aspirations in São Paulo: For the 94-room Hotel Unique’s new
Presidential Suite, designers created an open-plan, 300-squaremetre penthouse loft accessed via a private lift. Outside, the suite’s
glass-enclosed Jacuzzi perches above a private rooftop deck with
unobstructed skyline views. The modern space meshes well with the
rest of the sleek, Ruy Ohtake-designed building, which locals have
coined “the Watermelon” for its crescent-shaped exterior.

DESTINATION I DO: Beachfront vows just got a bit more scenic in Phuket, Thailand,
courtesy of the new Sunset Point reception site at the 60-suite Trisara. Bonus: The
resort’s in-house digital production studio has your wedding-party photos covered.
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SEABOURN’S

EXTRAORDINARY
™
WORLDS
Elegant adventure, luxury unbound.

Santa Margherita Ligure
Monte Carlo
Portovenere
St.-Tropez
Bandol
Livorno
La Joliette
BARCELONA
Palamós

Bonifacio

14-DAY SPAIN &
ROMANTIC RIVIERAS

Roundtrip Barcelona
14 Jul, 18 ^ Aug & 22 Sep 2018

From

Syracuse

Ajaccio

Mediterranean
Sea
Mahón
Palma de Mallorca

Ionian
Sea

Skopelos

Aegean
Sea

Valletta

Civitavecchia

twin share

Santoríni

Xlendi
Mediterranean
Sea

$10,999*

pp

14-DAY GREEK ISLANDS
ODYSSEY
Roundtrip Piraeus (Athens)
14 Jul, 11 Aug & 6 ^ Oct 2018

From

Mykonos
Naxos
Kos

PIRAEUS
Spétsai

Rhodes
Ágios
Nikólaos

$9,499*
twin share

pp

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the
World’s Finest Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages
amenities including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Experience.
^

Fares are based on this date. *All fares are in Australian dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Fares are current as of 30 June 2017. Some suite categories
may not be available. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without notice. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are included.
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2017 Seabourn SE01.3

Clockwise from top left: Beach
time south of the city at
Calanque de Saména, sashimi
of sea bream with strawberries
and avocado at Chez Pépé, and
drinks and dinner at Sépia.

On the Table
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Yes Way, Marseille
Fishing for local flavour in this city by the sea.
BY ALEXIS STEINMAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY CATHERINE KARNOW
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UR RAW OYSTERS ARRIVE, FITTINGLY, DELIVERED BY A WAITER SPORTING A MARINIÈRE – THE

classic striped French sailor shirt. Instead of the usual half-shell presentation, craggy top shells cover
the briny bivalves. When I ask the enigmatic owner, Fabien Rugi, about the story behind the second shell,
he winks and says, “Because they’re prettier that way. And you have something to discover – a surprise.”

On the Table
“informal,” local food writer
Pierre Psaltis explains.
Marseille’s signature dish,
bouillabaisse, began as a
simple stew made from fishermen’s leftover scraps but
has evolved into overpriced
tourist fare. To truly taste
Marseille, leave the squawking seagulls at the Old Port
behind and follow the scooters to these nearby neighbourhood tables. Located in
or around the centre-ville
(city centre), they’re all easily reached by public transport, on a bike, or on foot
depending on how much
you want to work up an appetite. Like Rugi’s oysters,
these gastronomic gems are
worth uncovering.
Catch of the Day

LA BOÎTE À SARDINE

Clockwise from top left: Sardine cans from all over the world at La Boîte à Sardine, the restaurant’s interior, the Panier neighbourhood, and La Bonne Mère’s anchovy pizza.

Rugi’s words and his funky fish shack,
La Boîte à Sardine, capture the culinary
spirit of Marseille: locally driven, convivial, and original. Though it’s France’s
second-largest city, locals liken the metropolis to 111 villages (for the number of
quartiers, or districts, it has). Marseille’s
dining scene, like the salty air that blows
along its Mediterranean shores, has a
casual vibe and a welcoming warmth.
The culinary landscape is infused with
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a collective, can-do spirit shaped by the
waves of immigrants who have passed
through its bustling port.
Anchored in an oasis of enviable ingredients, Marseille is where Provence
comes crashing into the sea. Pungent
garlic and earthy tomatoes mingle
with briny sardines or succulent squid
and generous glugs of olive oil. “All
these flavours are populaire,” which
translates as both “of the people” and

Although its walls are lined
with sardine tins from around
the world, Fabien Rugi’s whimsical spot serves up the freshest fish in town. Chef Céline
Bonnieu “knows how to cook
every fish and crustacean in
the Mediterranean,” Rugi
says. Depending on how the
local fishermen fare, diners
can dive into sautéed sardines,
whelks dipped in aioli, and
flash-fried sea anemones. The
smiling staff is happy to suggest a wine (white only) and
offer a limoncello for dessert.
From the yellow buoys strung
a-cross the ceiling to the
stools made from giant white
hooks, the restaurant is covered in nautical kitsch, made
cool by Rugi’s window-stylist
wife. Plan to while away an afternoon at this mostly lunchonly spot – dinner is served
only on Thursdays. 2 boulevard
de la Libération, RéformésCanebière; laboiteasardine.com.
Garden Retreat

SÉPIA

A tiny footbridge takes you
to this chalet, tucked under
a canopy of pine trees in

TIP
“I like to wake around 7:30 am, grab croissants at a nice boulangerie, have
breakfast on a small beach in or near Marseille, then go snorkelling.
Pointe Rouge is an amazing beach, especially before the crowds arrive
(around 11 am in summer). Your travel advisor can arrange a small
boat to take you to beaches that aren’t accessible by car or on foot.”
– Edwige Chevallier, owner,
W Travel France

Grilled mackerel with pickled radish,
onion, and cauliflower at Sépia.

Marseille’s oldest park, Jardin de la
Colline Puget. Young chef Paul Langlère honed his culinary chops in
Michelin-starred kitchens; now he
produces seasonally driven, locally
sourced cuisine suited to the garden
setting. Amiable waiters in stylish linenand-leather aprons serve just-caught
bonito accompanied by avocado two
ways – grilled and as guacamole sprinkled with mint from the restaurant’s
petite garden – and cod perched atop
a celeriac root-and-courgette “risotto.” Even Sépia’s name is local: It
means “squid ink” in French, Italian,
and Arabican homage to Marseille’s

multiculturalism and to the cuttlefish
and calamari that swim in the Mediterranean. Pick a table in the minimalistchic dining room, where wraparound
windows dish up views of the city and
sea, or on the straw-shaded terrace.
Or settle in on the patio for parkside
apéros – the French predinner drink
ritual. 2 rue Vauvenargues, Saint-Victor.
Pizza Magnifique

LA BONNE MÈRE

With its strong Italian ties, Marseille
may rival New York for number of
pizza parlors. Everyone is treated like
a friend at this 25-seat joint run by

WINDSTAR’S TAHITI

Many Islands best seen by Yacht

What better way to explore a nation of
islands than by yacht. Each island in French
Polynesia has its own distinct personality
and magic. Hop ashore, to the enchanted
landscape of Moorea or Raiatea’s lush forests and black pearl farm. Play in
the bathtub-warm lagoons surrounding Bora Bora’s exotic peaks. You’ll see
more in seven days with Windstar than any other holiday experience.
Windstar’s luxury sailing yacht guides you gracefully into small bays other
cruise ships can’t reach. Sail over shallow waters teeming with schools
of tropical fish, up close to hidden harbours and sapphire-blue lagoons.
Explore secluded beaches, on uninhabited islands. Paddle, swim, or snorkel
right from the yacht. There is nothing between you and the real Tahiti.

$200

Receive up to USD
shipboard credit
per stateroom or suite, on select itineraries

Enjoy Windstar’s Complimentary Private Event, casually elegant
accommodations, world class cuisine, and pampered personal service
on a line recognised among the world’s best small ship cruise lines.

Dr eams of Tahit i – 7 Days
Papeete to Papeete – year round

PAP EET E • MO OREA • TAHAA • RAIAT EA
BORA BORA • H UAHINE • PAP EET E

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information, terms & conditions

On the Table
Drinks and diversion at all-day spot Bar
de la Relève and (below) farmers’ market
finds in Cours Julien.

childhood sweethearts Jérémy Piazza and Mahéva Angelmann. Sporting a “La Bonne Mère” trucker hat
and chilli-pepper-printed clogs,
Piazza, the pizzaiolo with a last name
to match, explains that his Naplesmeets-Rome-style pies are all about
simple, quality ingredients. Eat his
words by ordering the delectable
anchovy pizza, topped with fresh
anchois (elsewhere, this Marseille
classic typically comes with tinned
anchovies) and drizzled with garlicand basil-infused olive oil. Like “la
Bonne Mère,” the statue of a golden
woman who watches over Marseille
from the hilltop Notre-Dame de la
Garde basilica nearby, Angelmann
oversees the room, filling glasses
with earthy nero d’Avola and handing out bonbons to kids. “All the
wallets are the same here,” she
says, praising pizza’s appeal across
economic strata. Reservations are
a must. 16 rue Fort du Sanctuaire,
Vauban; pizzeria-labonnemere.fr.
Nouvelle Comfort

CHEZ PÉPÉ

Hunting-themed wallpaper, vintage photos, antique plates, and
graffiti art create a hip, homey
ambience here. The modern grandpa style (pépé means “granddad”
in French) is an apt setting for
chef-owner Jérôme Benoît’s electric, convivial cuisine. He crafts
tasty, inventive combos, such as
grilled artichokes with mint, olives, and lardo di Colonnata, or
steak tartare with green peas and
bottarga. Known for his “amphibian” food, where the land (meat)
meets the sea (fish), Benoît has
such a knack with sauces that
local fans call him the “homme de
jus,” the juice man. His picturesque plates – sprinkled with
flowers and swooshed with sauces –
reflect his past as an art dealer.
On warm nights, dine on the
sidewalk terrace while watching Marseillais stroll by. Benoît
wants diners to eat, drink, linger, and laugh, just like at home.
(Sister restaurant Mémé is slated
to reopen in Longchamp later
this year as well.) 15 cours Julien,
Cours Julien.
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Hipster Hangout

BAR DE LA RELÈVE

This neighbourhood hub puts a
current spin on the beloved allday French café. Fuel your morning with fresh OJ and homemade
almond cake. The popular lunch
offers three daily comfort-cuisine
specials – monkfish with celeriacroot purée, say, or penne in watercress cream – and homemade
desserts. Night brings small plates
for sharing: rare beef with capers,
garlicky pan de tomate, and wedges
of panisse, Marseille’s iconic chickpea fritters that put French fries to
shame. Inside, just 24 seats fill the
space, whose embossed wallpaper,
mirrors, and long bar evoke classic
bistro style. Outside, the seating
capacity doubles – locals sit snug
as sardines at tables that spill out
onto the sidewalk. Over the beat
of banter and ’90s hip-hop, the
affable Greg Hessmann, one of two
owners, says, “This is a friends’ bar.
Just good wine and good food.” If
you lived in Marseille, Relève would
be your local. 41 rue d’Endoume,
Saint-Victor.
Wine Bar Bites

LE TIRE-BOUCHON
This welcoming wine bar stands
steps away from the colourful
street art for which the bobo –
bourgeois-bohemian – Cours Julien
neighbourhood is known. Pull up a
stool, or stand, French-style, at
the long zinc bar to sip small-production, mostly biodynamic or
natural wines, such as the crisp
Pouilly-Fumé from the Loire Valley’s Domaine Alexandre Bain.
French bars à vins offer a way to
eat well without the formality of a
restaurant. Here, what’s in season
inspires the ever-changing menu.
Co-owner Laurent Biaggi says of
his market-driven cuisine, “The
only rule is there are no rules.” On
the menu, for instance: razor clams
spiked with kiwi, paper-thin slices
of boudin (blood sausage) and
beets, and crispy whole cod served
with a dollop of aioli. The friendly
atmosphere makes this a fine spot
for solo dining. 11 cours Julien,
Cours Julien.

SOUTHERN CHARM

Essential Marseille details.

GO With 300 days of sun,
Marseille has year-round
appeal. To take advantage of
its Mediterranean beaches
and boating, visit from April
through October – but
avoid August, when many
local spots shut down for
European summer holidays.
Arrive by train (the TGV station is in the centre of town)
or plane (Marseille Provence
Airport is just 24 kilometres
away). You’ll need at least
three days to check out the
street art; explore the area’s
limestone calanques (coves
or inlets) by boat or hiking
boot; search for treasures at
Maison Empereur, France’s
oldest hardware store;
sunbathe at l’Anse de Malmousque; and be wowed by

the architectural wonder of
MuCEM, the Museum of the
Civilisations of Europe and
the Mediterranean.

STAY Housed in an eighteenth-century hospital, the
194-room InterContinental
Marseille – Hotel Dieu is
just steps away from the
city’s port. Its sprawling
terrace serves up some of
the city’s best views and
hosts soirees throughout
the year. At Michelin-starred
Alcyone, don’t miss chef
Lionel Levy’s one-of-a-kind
bouillabaisse milkshake.
The hotel also has a new
12-passenger yacht
available for day trips
to nearby Calanques
National Park.

Heirloom tomatoes, burrata,
focaccia, and basil with the perfect pairing at Le Tire-Bouchon.

Save 5% on ALL 2018
Ireland & Britain guided holidays!*

The best prices of the year are available on all of our just-released 2018
guided holidays, including our most popular destinations, and our new
small group departures.

TASTE OF SCOTLAND

5 or 6 days, now from A$1335*
The perfect introduction to Scotland – enjoy a whisky tasting, Loch Ness
cruise, and a festive Scottish evening.
3 departures per week, March to November

IRISH GOLD

8 or 9 days, now from A$1853*
Start and end your tour in Dublin and enjoy superb hotels with wonderful
amenities and fine dining throughout.
2 departures per week, March to October

GRAND TOUR OF
IRELAND & BRITAIN

24 days, now from A$7762*
Enjoy unique experiences and iconic landmarks. Start in London, explore
the Highlands, the Irish coastline, Wales and England’s West Country,
before ending in Windsor.
Departs Fridays, April to October
* Book by November 15, 2017. Use promotion code EARLY2018A and pay a A$500 per person
deposit. Prices reflect the discount, are land only, per person, based on double occupancy for
2018 departures, vary by departure date, not combinable with any other CIE Tours offers or
discounts, and not available for group travel. Discount valid on new bookings only, subject
to availability and blackout dates may apply. This offer may be withdrawn at any time. Other
conditions may apply. Call for details.

Ireland & Britain’s #1 Tour Operator

Trinity College, Dublin

To book or for more information on
CIE Tours’ Guided, Independent or
Luxury Chauffeur-Drive Programs,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Local Culture

Usina del Arte, a
twentieth-century
Florentine palace-style
power station reborn
as an arts venue.

Buenos Aires
Just Gets Better
The city’s art scene heats
up – and earns a boost
from Art Basel.
BY PAOLA SINGER

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAVIER PIERINI
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I

GREW UP ACROSS THE RÍO DE LA

Plata from Buenos Aires, in tranquil
Montevideo. The 30-minute flight
to Argentina’s capital was always
exciting, especially during my teens and
early 20s, when B.A. was my primary reference for what a “real” city should be: a
cosmopolitan place with top-notch plays,
concerts, and exhibitions. I saw a Rodin
sculpture for the first time there, and

I heard Patti Smith play “Because the
Night” at a rock festival. Since moving to
New York City more than a decade ago,
my perspective has broadened, and yet I
still consider Buenos Aires a remarkable
creative hub, especially right now.
Over the past five years, the city’s art
scene has blossomed. New and refurbished museums, a thriving gallery circuit that’s expanding into undiscovered

EXPERIENCE THE LUXURY OF THE
CANADIAN ROCKIES BY RAIL.

Discover the wild beauty of the Pacific Northwest and the Canadian Rockies
Rocky Mountaineer is known to many as a must-do vacation thanks to the awe-inspiring vistas that showcase
stunning lakes, turquoise rivers, rugged mountain peaks, and wildlife at every turn. Experience the wonderment
onboard this all day-light luxury train journey while you enjoy world-class culinary creations inspired by the
passing regions. A feast for the senses, the train takes you to cosmopolitan cities like Seattle and Vancouver and the
quintessentially Canadian mountain towns of Banff, Lake Louise, and Jasper. With over 65 Rocky Mountaineer
vacation packages along four rail routes, there is something for everyone.
The full-service luxury that Rocky Mountaineer offers can be can be coupled with a cruise to create a memorable
trip. With an Alaska cruise from Vancouver, you can extend your journey with impressive views of glaciers and
visits to charming Alaska towns. With various options available, Rocky Mountaineer is an unparalleled experience
that should be on every traveler’s list.

EXCLUSIVE AMENITY †
Receive a Private Transfer
at the start or end of your journey.

To book, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Terms & Conditions: † Private transfer is valid with vacations of 4 nights or more. Some conditions apply.

Local Culture

B.A. was my
primary reference for what
a “real” city
should be: a
cosmopolitan
place with a topnotch arts scene.

Malvón Confitería in the
Villa Crespo neighbourhood.

ARTFUL ESCAPES
Where to stay in B.A.

While most of the elegant
165-room Palacio Duhau –
Park Hyatt Buenos Aires
occupies a contemporary
tower in the upscale
Recoleta neighbourhood,
its character comes from
a gorgeously restored
1934 belle epoque palace
crowning the property’s
tiered garden. Crystal
chandeliers, marble floors,
and intricate wood panelling harmonise with sleek
furnishings and modern
touches, such as rain
showers and ultra-comfortable platform beds.
Leave it to Philippe Starck
to bring hotelier and
developer Alan Faena’s eccentric vision to life at the
boutique 87-room Faena
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Hotel Buenos Aires in
Puerto Madero. Over-thetop flourishes – unicorn
heads grace the walls of
the white-and-red Bistro
Sur restaurant – are tempered with more-sober
furnishings, including
chesterfield sofas (in The
Library Lounge). Outdoors, crimson recliners
edge the pool.
After a round of extensive
renovations, the Four
Seasons Hotel Buenos
Aires became home to
one of the city’s hottest
restaurants, Elena, and
a happening polo-themed
cocktail lounge, Pony Line.
Contemporary and classic styles coexist gracefully at this 165-room

Recoleta property, built
on the grounds of a 1916
Beaux-Arts mansion
that still stands, showcasing a grand Carrara
marble staircase and
other original details.
The 207-room 1932 Alvear
Palace Hotel on posh
Avenida Alvear would be
at home in Paris, with its
mansard roofs, ample
French windows, and
wrought-iron Juliet balconies. The old-world look
continues inside, where
Empire-style furnishings,
Corinthian columns, and
velvet drapes create an atmosphere of classic luxury.
Teatime at L’Orangerie,
one of the hotel’s excellent
restaurants, is a must.

neighbourhoods, and a cadre of young
artists and curators have helped forge a
renaissance that calls to mind Buenos
Aires’ early-twentieth-century golden
era, when tango became a global sensation, Jorge Luis Borges began to write his
literary masterpieces, and visual artists
such as Xul Solar led the country’s avantgarde movement.
A string of recent high-profile shows,
including a Picasso exhibit at the Museo
de Arte Moderno Buenos Aires (MAMBA), a compilation of photographer David LaChapelle’s work at Usina del Arte,
and a retrospective of Russian painter
Kazimir Malevich at Fundación PROA,
generated significant buzz in Latin America. At the same time, several exhibition
spaces focused on cutting-edge Argentine works have entered the fray, revitalising the gallery scene and helping to
establish a new arts circuit in up-andcoming Villa Crespo, a working-class
district turned hipster hangout.
Perhaps the strongest sign that the
city is poised to reclaim its spot among
the world’s cultural capitals is an upcoming multiyear association with
Art Basel. The famous Swiss-born fair
chose Buenos Aires in which to launch
a new programme called Art Basel Cities, which aims to connect hand-picked
destinations with international audiences. “We want to bring the art world to
Buenos Aires and Buenos Aires to the art
world,” says Patrick Foret, Art Basel’s director of business initiatives. “It’s a little
jewel that needs to be rediscovered.”
The partnership could be a game
changer for the city. (Just look at Miami’s
transformation from one-dimensional

ROYAL DAVUI ISLAND

JEAN MICHEL
COUSTEAU RESORT

VOMO ISLAND RESORT

Island Escapes
presents a new level
of Fiji luxury.
Resorts who exude privilege and indulgence. Who offer an unsurpassed holiday experience
in every aspect of their function and location. They are for clients who by life’s good fortune
and hard work, have the means to surround themselves with the best of everything, whether
at home or abroad. Resorts where details matter and the guest experience is paramount.
Island Escapes has handpicked a selection of Fijian resorts that fall into this category.
We ensure that our Virtuoso Advisors are provided with the best advice and exclusive
amenities for you, their valued client, which are not offered to any other travel group.
VOMO ISLAND RESORT I JEAN MICHEL COUSTEAU RESORT I ROYAL DAVUI ISLAND
LAUCALA ISLAND RESORT I DOLPHIN ISLAND RESORT I INTERCONTINENTAL FIJI GOLF RESORT

For more information on these luxurious resorts, contact your Virtuoso Advisor

Local Culture

Clockwise from left: The Museo
de Arte Moderno, the Museo de
Arte Latinoamericano, and
SlyZmud gallery’s Larisa Zmud.

beach destination to cultural and culinary hot spot since the fair opened
there in 2002.) Although Buenos Aires
is already multifaceted, with a strong
heritage in literature, music, theatre,
and the visual arts, decades of economic
ups and downs have held it back. Art Basel Cities’ programming is scheduled to
roll out in the coming months and will
reach full force in 2018 with a week of
events. For now, visitors looking to explore the city’s contemporary art scene
should head to Villa Crespo, where new
galleries and fashion-forward boutiques stand next to old-school eateries
and mechanics’ shops.
SLYZMUD, ONE OF VILLA CRESPO’S

first arrivals, was founded in 2011 by
Larisa Zmud and Natalia Sly, who began
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working with respected artists such as
Faivovich & Goldberg (a duo known for
exploring the cultural impact of a meteorite shower that happened 4,000 years
ago in northeastern Argentina) while
still in their 20s. Two years ago, Buenos
Aires’ most prestigious gallery, Ruth
Benzacar, made headlines by moving to the area. “For a long time, we’ve
wanted to generate a contemporary art
circuit, something similar to what many
of the world’s big cities have,” says Mora
Bacal, Ruth Benzacar’s codirector, adding that Villa Crespo now has some 20
cultural spaces. Housed in a whitewashed industrial warehouse surrounded by graffiti, the 1965 gallery renovated
its look while sticking to its mission of
promoting emerging and acclaimed
Argentine artists.

Another required stop is JT, boundary-pushing fashion designer Jessica
Trosman’s boutique and textile lab.
The minimalist space features little
more than two mobile dressing rooms
completely covered in mirrors. It acts
as a blank canvas for Trosman’s conceptual clothes, inspired by influences
as diverse as urban theory and Chinese martial arts. Next door, at the
Brooklyn-style lunch spot Yeite Café,
chef Pamela Villar serves a frequently
changing menu of freshly baked treats
(her banoffee pie and mandarin pudding are to die for), along with salads,
soups, and light entrees.
Everyone in Villa Crespo – and elsewhere in Buenos Aires – has high expectations for the months ahead. Along
with other galleries, Ruth Benzacar has

been in talks with Art Basel to guide the
creation of high-calibre events. “We
have to take advantage of the spotlight
being shone on our city, and the boost
that a brand like Art Basel can give to
the Argentine art scene,” she says.
The enthusiasm extends to important
local institutions such as the Museo de
Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires (MALBA), home to an impressive collection of contemporary Latin American
art. “Art Basel will give the outside world
a look inside, adding value to everything
that’s already going on here, a city with
so much creative energy,” says Agustín
Pérez Rubio, the museum’s Spanish-born
artistic director. Since he joined MALBA
in 2014, Pérez Rubio has developed a calendar that included a recent Yoko Ono
retrospective and the installation of a
larger-than-life ballerina sculpture by
Jeff Koons, which graced the museum’s
entrance. Through 9 October, the work
of influential photographer Diane Arbus
is on display, a loan from NYC’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. All this is to say
that, for art-loving travellers, it’s high
time to fly to Buenos Aires.

Full colour at
Fundación PROA.

We’re locals!
Contact your Virtuoso Advisor to discover a personalised Nordic experience
Scandinavia • Finland • Iceland • Greenland • Russia • Baltic States • High Arctic

Let us show you
the hidden gems
of our region.

EVERY SHIP IS A MUSEUM ON WATER

But it’s ok to eat and drink near the artwork.
Unique boutique ship design | Ultra-inclusive amenities | More than 80 Exclusive excursions
Five-star farm-to-table cuisine | Come craft your masterpeice

PARIS &
NORMANDY

ENCHANTING
DANUBE & MUNICH

GEMS OF
NORTHERN ITALY

PARIS TO PARIS | 8 DAYS

MUNICH TO BUDAPEST | 10 DAYS

MILAN TO VENICE | 10 DAYS

*
From $3,999 per person

*
From $4,599 per person

From $4,799 per person
*

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR
INFORMATION AND EXCLUSIVE AMENITIES.

*Conditions Apply. Advertised price is in AUD and based on per person twin share inclusive of port taxes and is based on Paris & Normandy - Category 5, 18, 25 Mar & 4 Nov 2018 departures; Enchanting Danube & Munich - Category 5, 16 Mar & 9 Nov 2018 departures; Gems of Northern Italy - Category 5, 30 Mar & 2 Nov 2018 departures. Category upgrades and single
supplement apply. Prices correct as at 29/06/2017 and are subject to change with no prior notice. Offers may be withdrawn or amended at any time. Further conditions may apply. Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information. UW 160804275

THE

FACTOR
PEAK EXPERIENCES AROUND THE WORLD.

“Wow” travel moments come in all forms, from “awestruck on the
Serengeti” to “speechless over a Parisian pastry.” There’s no need to
charter a private jet to experience one (although full wow credit for
doing so). The moments that stick with us from our travels are just as
likely to be small, singular events as grandiose ones. We’ve collected
some wow-worthy trips and stories to inspire you, as well as some of
Virtuoso advisors’ most impressive feats. It’s true what they say: The
best things in life aren’t things. Here are a few to consider.
EDITED BY MARIKA CAIN

A WORLD OF
WOW INDEX

Bora-Bora page 30, Central America and Mexico page 34,
Chianti page 32, Florence page 32, Grand Canyon page 40, Greenland page 38,
Himalayas page 36, New Zealand page 36, Russia page 41
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The hut, elevated, at The
St. Regis Bora Bora Resort and
(below) the writer at ease.

FLOAT ON

A session in the South Pacific sets the standard for relaxation.

I try to picture French Polynesia’s original overwater bungalows as I roll up
to mine in a golf cart at the 90-room St. Regis Bora Bora Resort. Fifty
years ago, the Bali Hai Boys (a trio of Californian transplants) “invented” the first ones at a hotel on
nearby Raiatea Island. Inspired by local fishing huts, they built simple structures to give guests
easier access to the lagoon, though “simple” isn’t the word I’d use to describe my 140-square-metre
overwater villa, which has a dining gazebo, an Italian marble bathroom, and indoor and outdoor
showers. But the second I step onto the deck and see the jewel-toned water gleaming below, I realise
that, while some things may have changed, the feeling this experience elicits probably hasn’t. I’m in
a remote corner of the world, gazing out at a panorama that epitomises a “Wish You Were Here”
postcard, and for now, this slice of it is mine. I tell my butler I wish I had a pool float, and he returns an hour later with an inner tube
and a rope, which he ties to the ladder so I won’t worry about drifting too far. I bob silently in the South Pacific and watch the sun slip
behind Mount Otemanu, knowing that floating will never be the same again. – Amy Cassell, associate editor
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(BUNGALOWS) ERIC PINEL/ST. REGIS BORA BORA

EDITOR’S WOW

Destination dinner:
The Ponte Vecchio.

SINGULAR ITALY
A private dinner on the Ponte Vecchio.

The Four Seasons Hotel Firenze can grant rarefied access to a Florentine icon with dinner for two on the fourthstorey terrace of the famed Ponte Vecchio. Meals don’t
get much more memorable than four courses of Michelinstarred cuisine served atop Europe’s oldest segmented
arch, overlooking the Arno.

Tuscan treasure-hunting
with a classic kick.

Vintage Fiat
Treasure Hunt
in Chianti
“We surprised a VIP group
with a vintage Fiat treasure
hunt. The group was divided
into small teams, each given
one of the classic cars. They
drove through the Chianti
hills for two hours on a hunt
that involved photographing
a farmer, writing a poem inspired by the hills, painting
a picture in a Tuscan villa,
and collecting specific ingredients for a meal. They
ended up in a local winery,
where we’d arranged lunch
and a wine tasting. The prize
for the winners, announced
at lunch: spa treatments for
the afternoon!”
– Keith Waldon
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(PONTE VECCHIO) LEE YIU TUNG/GETTY IMAGES
(FIAT) TONI ANZENBERGER/ANZENBERGER/REDUX
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EXCLUS
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ADIXXXXX

M E A N S F I N D I N G B E A U T Y A L O N G E V E R Y W A T E R W AY.

ALL

I N T R O D U C I N G T H E N E W A L L E XC L U S I V E
C R Y S TA L R I V E R C R U I S E S .

TAKEN CARE OF

From The World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line
comes an entirely new way to travel. Experience the
unrivalled standard in luxury travel, while exploring
the timeless waterways of Europe with unforgettable
overnight stays aboard five spacious, all-suite river
yachts. Indulge in ever-changing scenery and lush
landscapes with uniquely curated shoreside discoveries
designed to surprise, enrich and fascinate. And
complimentary butler service in each and every suite
will make you feel like royalty each and every day.

All-suite with butler service
Acclaimed dining†
Unlimited select fine wines,
champagne and spirits
Complimentary Crystal
Adventures in every port
Gratuities for housekeeping,
dining and bar staff
Complimentary WiFi
Complimentary transfers^

E N JOY E U ROP E A N VOYAG E S A B OA R D C RY STA L R I V E R C RU I SE S
Date

Days

Voyage Destination

From / To

Ship

Fares From (US$)
$4,460pp

13 Dec 17

10

7M26R

Christmas Markets

Roundtrip Vienna

Crystal Mozart

07 Apr 18

12

8R02R

Holland & Belgium Tulips Discovery

Roundtrip Amsterdam

Crystal Bach

$6,105pp

05 Jul 18

14

8F06R

Majestic Europe

Vienna to Basel

Crystal Ravel

$8,575pp

17 Jul 18

10

8S13R

Splendours of the Rhine

Amsterdam to Basel

Crystal Debussy

$5,650pp

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE AND RECEIVE
EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

*Book Now Fares are cruise only, apply to new bookings only, are per person in US dollars based on double occupancy, include taxes, fees and port charges and are correct at
time of print. Solo Traveller Fares are available upon request. †Optional dining in the Vintage Room attracts an additional fee. ^Complimentary transfers between airport and
river yacht on embark/disembark days. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants.
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be eligible for Voyages
amenities. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to availability,
and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Crystal Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees,
promotions and programs at any time with or without notice. For complete terms & conditions visit crystalcruises.com/legal ©Crystal Cruises LLC. 2017. Ships’ registry: Malta.

DEEP
IN THE
MAYAN
WORLD
The Explorers Club, the famed
society that practically invented “wow” travel (its members
have included Roald Amundsen, Edmund Hillary, Tenzing
Norgay, Neil Armstrong, and
Chuck Yeager), has a long
affiliation with Kensington
Tours. Kensington’s founder
is a member, and the company
hosts the Canadian chapter of
the club at its Toronto offices.
So it was natural that the two
groups would collaborate on
Kensington’s newest trip collection. Among the suite of
eight private Explorers Club
itineraries, the standout is a
12-day Maya-focused journey in Mexico and Guatemala. In addition to staying
in top-flight accommodations,
travellers take an after-hours
sunset tour of Mexico’s “lost
city” of Palenque, visit the Yaxchilán ruin – a site so remote
it’s accessible only by boat – and
have dinner with archaeologist Francisco Estrada-Belli,
followed the next day by a
helicopter trip to his active
dig site of Holmul for a private
tour. Other Explorers Club
itineraries include Iceland,
Namibia, and Cambodia.
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The “lost city”
of Palenque in
Chiapas, Mexico.

LENAWURM/GETTY IMAGES

An Explorers Clubvetted itinerary.

Four Seasons Resort and Residences Vail

Mogul Ski World will help your preferred travel advisor design a snow holiday itinerary that will not only surpass
your needs but exceed your expectations. We live and breathe snow destinations and our knowledge and expertise
is second to none, ensuring that your bespoke snow holidays are tailored to create a truly personalised experience.

MOGUL SKI WORLD IS PLEASED TO PRESENT THE

PASS

This sensational lift pass gives season long unlimited access to some of the most iconic ski resorts throughout
Colorado, Utah, Lake Tahoe, Canada, Australia and Europe.
This is the perfect pass to combine with some of the most luxurious hotels to be found in the mountains.
Vail, Colorado

The Arrabelle at Vail Square, The Lodge at Vail, Hotel Talisa, Four Seasons Vail,
The Sebastian Vail, Sonnenalp Hotel

Beaver Creek, Colorado Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort, The Ritz-Carlton Bachelor Gulch
Park City, Utah

Waldorf Astoria Park City

Whistler, Canada

Four Seasons Resort Whistler, Fairmont Chateau Whistler

By booking your snow holiday with your preferred Virtuoso advisor to these resorts and more, you will
gain access to exclusive amenities, upgrades and inclusions only offered to Virtuoso travellers.

The Himalayan peak of Ama
Dablam in Nepal and (below)
bubbly at 4,250 metres.

BREAKFAST ON EVEREST
Custom private tour operator Remote Lands is especially respected for the
breadth and depth of its Asian offerings. Witness the company’s 20-day panHimalaya itinerary through Nepal, Bhutan, and Tibet: The trip includes a
morning helicopter flight that lands above 5,500 metres on Mount Everest, in
a spot overlooking Base Camp, followed by a Champagne breakfast at a more
comfortable 4,250 metres. An option on the Nepal leg: meeting Tashi Tenzing,
grandson of the great explorer Sherpa Tenzing Norgay.

Heli-Hot-Tubbing in New Zealand
“A pair of New Yorkers wanted to take their New Zealand adventure honeymoon to the next level, and
we organised a helicopter to carry a hot tub to the top of a glacier. The couple spent two hours in the
ultimate bath, with Champagne flowing and 360-degree views of raw Kiwi beauty surrounding them.” – Barkley Hickox
ADVISOR-PLANNED WOW
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(MOUNTAIN) DANIELPRUDEK/GETTY IMAGES, (BREAKFAST) JAY TINDALL

Champagne on the roof of the world.

Fair-weather fun
in Kulusuk, Greenland.

FJORD FANTASTIC
Natural Habitat Adventures, known for its polar bear safaris
and other nature-focused journeys, offers rarefied access to one
untrammelled corner of the globe: eastern Greenland. The company’s high-end base camp of eight tent cabins near the Sermilik
Fjord gives guests creature comforts such as verandas, hot showers, and private toilets, in an area that’s otherwise accessible
only on foot, by kayak, or for short day-trip visits. “It’s the coolest and most ambitious endeavour we’ve taken on,” says Natural
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Habitat’s Don Martinson. “On the west side, where everyone
goes, it’s typically drizzly and grey. It’s the opposite on the east
side where our camp is – generally warmer and drier.” Travellers
on the nine-day trip stay at the base camp (reached by helicopter)
and go on kayak outings, Zodiac expeditions to view the Greenland ice sheet and resident whales, and visits to the tiny nearby village of Tinit to meet locals. The trip also includes time in the city
of Kulusuk and the small administrative centre of Tasiilaq.

ICARMEN13/GETTY IMAGES

Exploring Greenland’s less-travelled side.

MEDIEVAL
MARVELS
Discover small ship sailing at its most divine in Europe.

FREE

ECONOMY CLASS AIR
ROUNDTRIP

UPGRADE
TO BUSINESS CLASS AIR
ON SELECT VOYAGES

Join us in our home waters and succumb to the irresistible
allure of the Mediterranean Sea. Lose yourself in the sights
and scenes of breathtaking cities like Barcelona and Monaco.
Wind along picturesque coasts or explore ancient ruins.
• Voyages of 7-15 days depart March to October 2018
• Book Early and Save! Cruise package fares include return
Economy class air and 10% Early Booking Savings
Ask about our exclusive Business or First Class Air offer.
Intimate Ships from 296 to 596 guests s Ocean-View Suites with Butler Service s Complimentary Beverages & Dining

For information on Silversea Europe voyages
or a copy of the Europe 2018 brochure,
please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Cruise packages are per guest, double occupancy, include return economy air and 10% Early Booking Savings. Air offer is available on select 2018 Europe sailings and must be booked by 31 October 2017. Flights are
only available to Australian & New Zealand guests. Promotional Business Class Air rate of AU$4,998/US$3,750 per person is for return flights based on select Australian/New Zealand gateways only. Early Booking offer valid
on new bookings, on select voyages and must be paid in full by offer expiry date. Offer is capacity controlled and subject to change at any time without notice. For full terms and conditions visit Silversea.com.

DON’T
FENCE ME IN
Adventuring below the Grand
Canyon’s rim.

My first thought
upon seeing the
Grand Canyon: “Wow.” My second: “I
can’t believe there aren’t more guardrails.” As a twenty-first-century mother
accustomed to governmental rules and
regulations to protect us from ourselves, I
don’t know what I expected – railings
around the entire 450-kilometre rim and
down the trails to the base more than a kilometre below? I nervously watched my
teenaged kids snap selfies atop rocks jutting out over the ledge, praying that my
lanky son wouldn’t trip or that my preening daughter wouldn’t veer too close to
the edge trying to find the perfect shot.
We were embarking on a four-hour
guided excursion below the South Rim,
arranged by Virtuoso’s on-site connection National Parks Revealed. Most of
the park’s nearly 6 million annual visitors only take in the vantage from above,
but the ten per cent who venture below
immerse themselves in a billion years of
history. As we trekked the moderately
challenging path, our guide engaged the
kids with an educational “Who can find
it first?” scavenger hunt, dropping fascinating archaeological and geological
clues along the way. After our climb back
to the top, we headed to a historic lodge
right on the rim for a surprising gourmet
lunch (salmon with green chilli pesto;
salad with goat cheese, berries, and pine
nuts; addictive cheddar corn muffins),
relaxing our tired legs and recalling the
hike’s highlights. My family will forever
remember our day exploring this natural
wonder – and I’m glad fences didn’t block
the view. – Elaine Srnka, vice president

Wide-open spaces at the
canyon’s edge and (above)
the Srnka family explores.
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and editorial director

(GRAND CANYON WITH RIVER) MATTEO COLOMBO/GETTY IMAGES

EDITOR’S WOW

A Russian Doll of Surprises
“Our client’s husband
had always wanted to
visit Russia, the land of his ancestors. With his 60th
birthday quickly approaching, she asked me to arrange that epic trip, with one caveat: It was to be a
surprise. The plan was to arrange the entire journey without him knowing; it would be revealed
only once they were on their way to the airport. In
another twist, three couples, lifelong friends, would
be joining them. With help from Exeter International, we planned a weeklong adventure for the
group in Moscow and Saint Petersburg, with stays
at Four Seasons hotels in both cities.
“After getting over the shock that he was
realising his lifelong dream, the couple arrived in
Moscow. The next morning, they set out to tour
the city, with him thinking he would be spending an amazing week with his wife to celebrate
his birthday. Meanwhile, their friends arrived
and checked into the hotel. Under the pretext of
returning to rest after a long day of exploring,
the pair arrived at the Four Seasons Hotel Moscow’s lobby to find their closest friends waiting
for them. The week continued with many more
moments that they’ll remember for the rest of
their lives.” – Joey Levy

BILL HEINSOHN/GETTY IMAGES

ADVISOR-PLANNED WOW

Member of:

The Church of the
Saviour on Spilled Blood,
Saint Petersburg.

Park life: Inside Torres del Paine National
Park at Explora Patagonia lodge.
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Tag Line

A journey to the end of the earth reveals that, sometimes, we need to go far to go deep.
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AMOUNT OF DRAMA was high for a hotel
room. As the late-afternoon wind
whistled up from the sound, my
storm-lashed window shook in
its frame, purple clouds scudded
across the sky, and, periodically,
the walls of the building – a wild
U-shaped structure clad in black
asphalt and meant to suggest a
stylised barn – gave an extravagant shudder. It had been a long
day. Then again, it had been a long
year. I splashed some water on my
face, laced up my sneakers, and
started walking.
I set out from a field of sunlit
grass above Last Hope Sound,
where Remota Patagonia Lodge
has perched over a profound landscape of fjord, glacier, and sky for
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more than a decade. It was my first day in Patagonia, and I’d
flown about 12,000 kilometres to get here. The endless plain,
a sea of grey-green scrub with clouds rushing across it and a
howling wind, really did feel like the end of the earth. Patagonia, the vast region that straddles southern Chile and Argentina, was a place I’d dreamed of visiting my entire travelling
life. I just hoped my idea of it wouldn’t eclipse the reality.
A gravel road curled down from the hotel, met a two-lane
highway edging the water, and, on the far side of that, intersected a path. Up ahead, my husband bent against the gale.
We were pummelled, as foretold. No one goes to Patagonia
without first being warned 400 times about the wind. I’d
half listened, then packed my favourite Arc’teryx jacket and
figured what the heck – we won’t blow away. A sunny beach
in Hawaii might soothe some people’s souls, but now and
then you just need to get scoured.
A narrow path ran along the water, and I sometimes
thought I heard a car behind me, but it was the wind. Soon
raindrops smacked the pavement. When I caught up to my
husband, he grinned at the golden-hour light and spray
blowing off the sound and yelled, “All the elements of Patagonia are here, and we’re getting them right in the face!”
There is mysticism about this corner of the world, the
very idea of it. “Patagonia is the farthest place to which man
walked from his place of origins. It is therefore a symbol of
his restlessness,” Bruce Chatwin wrote in his travel classic
In Patagonia. Blessed with remoteness, the region has a spiritual draw. It’s one of the last edges of the world where you can
lose yourself in a sheer enormity of physical space by day (and
happily recover in inspired architectural spaces by night). For
adventurous souls, its pull is as powerful as the moon’s.
Traditionally, travellers start in Santiago, Chile (or Buenos
Aires, if they’re doing the Argentine side), then fly three and
a half hours south. The hardest part? Mapping out logistics.
“Southern Patagonia is a bucket-list destination of aweinspiring beauty. But it’s not for the faint of heart – the
journey to the national park is long, and the weather can
be unpredictable,” Virtuoso travel advisor Ellen Rubinfeld
told me. “If you’re a hiker, a horseback rider, or an adventure
seeker, it’s magical! If you prefer to relax by the pool, it’s
probably not for you.”
I adore hiking and can usually hang on to a horse, so I decided to do a deep dive into Chilean Patagonia, staying first
at Remota Lodge to explore some of the history and culture
around Puerto Natales, and then at two lodges on opposite
sides of Torres del Paine National Park. Ellen sent me her
personal packing list, and we mapped out a ten-day loop
through some of the world’s most fabled landscapes.

Elemental Patagonia, clockwise
from left: Remota Patagonia
Lodge near Puerto Natales, the
lodge’s gauchos Luis Cheuquel
senior and junior, and ponchos
inside a Remota guest room.
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For adventurous souls, Patagonia’s pull
is as powerful as the moon’s.

Chilean comforts: Remota’s
spa pool and (right) salmon
with mushroom risotto.

BACK IN OUR HOTEL ROOM THAT EVENING, I stared out at the churning
sound, then noticed two wool ponchos hanging from
brackets on the wall where a TV would have been. I
nearly wept with gratitude. There was no Wi-Fi in the
rooms either (although there was in the lobby), and
after a year of daily TV news whiplash, getting away
from it all – literally – had taken on new meaning.
I wandered up to the heart of the lodge, a soaring
space of unfinished concrete with a ceiling of raw
two-by-fours inspired by Patagonian sheep-shearing
barns, and fell into conversation with a lively young
woman. Her name was Jennifer Coll Luddeck, and
she turned out to be the hotel’s general manager.
I loved that even though she ran the place she was
dressed in jeans, a fleece, and suede riding boots.
“We have a word here, ‘salvaje,’ which means a
little bit wild,” she said, smiling, as the wind – now
gusting close to 100 kilometres per hour – screeched
and the windows shook. “I think Patagonia is a little
bit salvaje,” she observed, adding that Germán del
Sol, the great Chilean architect behind both Remota
and the groundbreaking Explora properties, wanted
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the building to feel “alive,” so he designed the structure’s outer shell to flex imperceptibly.
“Is this much wind normal?” I asked a waiter, as
he cleared away our guanaco carpaccio later. The
walls creaked, the pendant lights swung, and I noticed fellow diners leaning in to hear his answer.
“Sí.” He smiled and shrugged, as if to say, THIS,
señora? This is nothing!
THE NEXT MORNING, we drove an hour and a half north to Tierra
Patagonia Hotel & Spa, a low-lying glass-and-wood
structure set on the shores of Lake Sarmiento, a 20minute private van ride from Torres del Paine National Park. At first, the rugged landscape seemed
reminiscent of Montana or Wyoming. But the farther we drove, the more otherworldly the beauty
grew: condors soaring, doe-eyed guanaco grazing,
long-legged ostrichlike birds (nandu) sprinting, a
handful of humble estancia buildings with flat tin
roofs, and an armadillo with tiny ears and an armoured shell scurrying down the road like a tank.
Tierra, designed by another celebrated Chilean
architect, Cazú Zegers, is a poetic interpretation
of this mythic setting. Evoking an old fossil, or
perhaps the bones of an animal collected by Darwin, it’s built almost entirely of native lenga wood.
Walk to the edge of Lake Sarmiento, turn, and look
back, and the building’s spine blends seamlessly
into the terrain, the wood’s silvery sheen fading to
reveal swirling clouds reflected in glass.
Inside, an undulating ceiling composed of thin

Clockwise from top: Tierra Patagonia’s
exterior, its relaxation area, and one
of the lodge’s guides.

These people from
all over the world
had flown
thousands of KILOMETRES
and driven hours across
the pampas and
hiked all this way. Why?

strips of lenga warms a cathedral-like dining room, and a lenga-wood hallway leads
to the guest wing. The rooms are serene,
wood-floored spaces with sheepskin rugs
and wool throws, their most prominent feature another wide picture window framing
the stunning view. Again, there is no Wi-Fi
or TV: Nature with a capital N is the show.
Tierra, like all these lodges, specialises
not only in drawing your gaze towards the
natural world, but also pushing you into
it. The first thing you do upon arrival is sit
down with an excursion coordinator and
map out your days – which is how I found
myself crawling sleepily from bed at dawn
the next morning, padding across a puff of
white sheepskin on the floor, and raising
the blinds.
I’d somehow signed up for a 20-kilometre hike with an 8 AM departure, which now
seemed like a terrible idea, but I woke in an
instant. The PEAKS. There they were, the
entire Paine massif shouldering up out of
nowhere in the pink dawn light. I couldn’t
believe our good fortune: not only clear sky,
but a windless morning to attempt the Base
of the Towers, Patagonia’s most iconic hike.
Eight of us piled into the Tierra van
and bounced to the trailhead just inside
the park. By 9 we’d donned day packs and
started the climb. We ranged in age from
mid-30s to mid-70s, but our Tierra guide set
a measured pace, keeping the couple in their
70s (hardy Australians) right at his back.
The rest of us fell in behind.
The day was perfect: balmy temperatures
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Star attraction: Hiking in
Torres del Paine
National Park.
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and just a hint of breeze – unheard of here. We
devoured picnic lunches in a shady glen, then
continued up through beech forest while a turquoise river tumbled far below. The final push
was the hardest, a slog over big boulders, and as
the trail steepened, it grew surprisingly crowded. Patagonia is one of the most sparsely populated regions on the planet, but on this sunny
Saturday it was as if everyone for kilometres
around had had the same idea.
I was mopping sweat from my brow and grumbling about the trail traffic when we rounded a
final outcrop. Suddenly I understood why I had
come. My spirits soared.
“Wow. Just ... wow,” said the woman behind me.
Patagonia’s most iconic peaks, the three
“Torres,” loomed over an aquamarine lagoon,
each granite spire framed by cobalt-blue sky.
A friend of mine back home confessed she’d
hiked the same trail two days in a row, just hoping to catch a glimpse of these peaks between

clouds. But today, here they were, every vertical foot visible – as were about 300 other hikers
sprawled at the base.
These people from all over the world had
flown thousands of kilometres and driven hours
across the pampas and hiked all this way. Why?
To see something as real as rock. To see something wondrous that they would then, for the
rest of their lives, have seen.
TWO DAYS LATER, A DRIVER FROM EXPLORA PATAGONIA lodge
ferried us farther into the park. We bounced over
gravel roads, gazing out the window at one vividblue lake after another, walls of sheer granite knifing up behind. Although Explora is the oldest of
the three lodges we visited, it’s also the most legendary – and the only high-end lodge inside the
national park. Del Sol’s first property, it has a
clean, Scandinavian look and sits like a white
ship on the shores of Lake Pehoé, surrounded by
an amphitheatre of craggy peaks.

2016

Best for Dining
Mid Size Ship

Inside Explora, clockwise
from left: The lodge’s lobby,
the lounge area, and a
dinner of salmon and lamb.

Rooms are simple: lots of varnished-beech
tongue-and-groove, a small bath, and a pair
of slipcovered chairs facing a stupendous picture-window view. (Although Explora’s dining room and service are top-notch, we did
meet a few guests surprised by their rooms’
simplicity.) Lounging in bed, though, isn’t the
reason you’re here.
“This is nuts!” my husband said the next
morning as we hurried down a steep, unlit
wooden walkway in the dark. He was right.
Boarding Explora’s high-speed ferry by 7 AM
felt out there, but thrillingly so – the kind of
experience that pushes you just far enough
past your comfort zone.
We were crossing the lake with a small
guided group to hike French Valley – which,
along with the Base of the Towers, is a segment of the classic W trail, one of the park’s
most popular multiday treks. After landing
on the far shore, the seven of us set out in the
early-morning light at a brisk pace. The trail
wound through low grass and scrub, then
began climbing through an expansive valley
with vistas of the plains beyond us, the Andes
beside us, and, above, the rugged granite that
makes this part of Patagonia so spectacular.
After a final, steep push, we reached a high
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plateau. The bowl of a glacier shimmered
overhead and, above that, towering peaks
frosted with slabs of snow and ice loomed.
It was awesome – and there were only four
other people there.
Glaciers this scale make you realise we
live largely subject to forces beyond our control. But there is this, too: You can decide to
put yourself on a trail at the end of the earth,
where you happen to turn around for no
apparent reason and look over your shoulder. You might hear ice rumble, or catch an
avalanche, or see, as I did, a thin white river
falling through the air. It looked like a waterfall. But it wasn’t water.
“Is that snow?” I said to my husband, who
had stopped and turned around also.
“It is,” he replied.
It was just an instant. And then it was gone.
There’s something so purifying about
walking through a wilderness, you’re almost sorry to reach the end of the trail. But
after the long hike back down, you board a
boat, the boatmen pass out chilled cervezas,
and the beer tastes cool and clean in the sun.
You speed back across a lake, limp up the
same stairs you stumbled down that morning, and know in your bones the instant they
hit the hot tub: We are all travellers in the
wilderness of this world, and sometimes it
exceeds our wildest dreams.
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Clockwise from left: Hiking
Torres del Paine’s Paso de
Agostini, cruising for views on
Lago Grey, and Grey Glacier.

The pier at Explora’s spa on Lake
Pehoé and (left) hiking to the
Condor viewpoint.

southern exposure

Patagonian exploration done right.

LOGISTICS Many assume that the best time
to visit Patagonia is from late November
through early March (the peak of summer), but insiders know that spring and
fall (early November and late March/
April) are far less crowded and equally
stunning. We had great weather in midMarch, with five days of light winds, blue
skies, and crimson foliage.
With multiple flight connections,
transfers, and vast terrain, planning a
Patagonia trip can prove confusing, even
for the most experienced travellers, so it’s
best to work with someone who knows
the lay of the land. That’s where Virtuoso
advisor Ellen Rubinfeld’s insight was
invaluable. Be sure to pack breathable
waterproof layers, a hat, sunglasses,
sturdy hiking boots, a day pack, and highSPF sunblock.
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STAY Remota Patagonia Lodge (a
convenient stay just outside Puerto
Natales, the province’s only city, but a
long drive from Torres del Paine) makes a
strong statement: Within a black building
topped by gigantic curved exhaust pipes,
set in fields of shimmering golden grass
overlooking Last Hope Sound, lies a dazzling interior with sun-drenched spaces
and dramatic views. Its 72 guest rooms
are more humble – slate floors, concrete,
and raw wood used in inventive ways. Remota offers horseback riding, mountain
biking, and a terrific range of Patagonian
cultural experiences.
One of Chile’s most notable all-wood
structures, Tierra Patagonia Hotel &
Spa is an exquisite example of a property intimately linked to its terrain. Set

on the edge of Lake Sarmiento, Tierra’s
interiors evoke a sense of simplicity. Each
of its 40 rooms has an organic feel, a
neutral palette, and lake (and Torres del
Paine) views. After enjoying the spa and
pool, guests gravitate to the lenga-wood
lounge’s open fireplace and bar. Tierra’s
activities include a menu of hikes and
horseback rides, and its mostly Chilean
guides are first-rate.
Explora Patagonia, the only top-flight
hotel located in the heart of Torres del
Paine National Park, pioneered the kind
of guided experiential adventures these
lodges all offer today. With its setting on
electric-blue Lake Pehoé and its excellent
service, Explora is Patagonian heaven.
Its 49 rooms are simple but comfortable,
with spectacular views.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• WINE, DINE, AND UNWIND IN BALI

As one might expect, Bulgari Resort Bali is exceptional. Not only are there oneand two-bedroom villas from which to choose, but also veritable mansions,
decadent multistorey residences with their own gardens and swimming pool.
Just 64 accommodations make for an intimate ambience at this cliffside retreat
close to the Temple of Uluwatu on the Jimbaran Peninsula. Traditional Balinese
architecture shines throughout, with indigenous stonework, native wood
finishes, and refined, exclusive fabrics. Thoughtful amenities define the villa and
mansion experience, including open-air pavilions, private plunge pools,
flatscreen televisions, Bang & Olufsen entertainment systems, and more.
Looking to really get away? Consider the Bulgari Villa, reachable by private
access and boasting a home theatre. While away days in paradise at the
oceanfront spa – Asian- and European-infused treatments include the Ayurvedic
Balinese ritual, facials, body wraps, and massages. Dine decadently at Il
Ristorante – Luca Fantin on contemporary Italian cuisine, complemented by a
200-bottle wine list.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available through 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a $100 (approx. AU$126/NZ$134) hotel credit; return
airport transfers if staying three or more nights; early check-in and late checkout, if available; and
complimentary Wi-Fi.

• PARISIAN PIED-À-TERRE

Esprit Saint Germain welcomes guests as if they are lifelong friends. Set on the
Left Bank in the heart of the city, the hotel is a place to return to time and again
for those who frequent Paris, and an immediate favourite of first-time visitors.
With its intimate ambience, complimentary drinks anytime in the living room
next to the cosy fireplace, and personalised and dedicated service, Esprit Saint
Germain is the very epitome of French hospitality. Each of the 28 individually
designed guest rooms and suites is a stunning combination of style and
technology – original 18th-century beams and purple or green slate bathrooms
are complemented by flatscreen televisions and high-speed internet access.
Outside, chic boutiques and wonderful restaurants are just a short walk away.

Virtuoso rates from EU$ 1,740 (approx. AU$2,556/NZ$2,726) for three nights, double occupancy. Available
through 31 December 2017. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes three nights in a Superior Room;
breakfast daily; flowers and fresh fruit daily; private, round-trip airport transfers; open lobby bar with
Champagne, wines, and spirits; complimentary in-room minibar, internet service and fitness centre
access; choice of red or white wine with gourmet snack plate, served where and when desired; and a
departure gift of butter biscuits from the famous Poilâne bakery.

• CIRCLE SOUTH AMERICA ON THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME

Travel with Silversea Cruises on a 69-day Grand Voyage around South America.
Discover once-in-a-lifetime opportunities, from tracing the vast empire of the
Incas in Peru to experiencing the sensuous samba in Rio. There are also optional
overland extensions to Machu Picchu, the Amazon, and Iguazú Falls. Plus,
receive a US$2,000 (approx. AU$2,521/NZ$2,684) shipboard credit, unlimited
Wi-Fi, and exclusive shore experiences.

Virtuoso fares from AU$48,450 (approx. NZ$51,587) per person. Silver Muse departs Fort Lauderdale 3 January
2018. Virtuoso Voyages benefits include an onboard host; welcome reception; and exclusive shore experiences.

• INDIA’S GOLDEN TRIANGLE AND THE SACRED GANGES

Explore Delhi, Jaipur, and Agra with Uniworld Boutique River Cruise
Collection, from Delhi’s immense red sandstone marble tomb to the Agra Fort
and Taj Mahal at sundown. Strewn with massive palaces, the Pink City of
Jaipur enchants everyone who enters; visit the Jantar Mantar, a UNESCO
World Heritage site devoted to astronomy. In Kolkata, pay your respects at
Mother Teresa’s home and tomb and sail the Ganges.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso exclusive benefit is AU$260 (approx. NZ$280)
shipboard credit per person.

Souvenir

In Spain’s capital, museum
visits and home goods.
It’s a whirlwind, but it is possible to sightsee, sip, and
shop your way through Madrid in two days. Check into the
162-room Hotel Ritz, Madrid for a centrally located home
base, then head across the street and get lost for a couple
of hours in the sprawling Museo Nacional del Prado. Madrid
brims with sidewalk cafés and tapas bars, but you can
sample a bit of everything at the Mercado de San Miguel.
When it’s time to browse, beloved Spanish brands make

Madrid finds from Bimba y Lola
(wristlet), El Corte Inglés (salt
and smoked pepper), Mango
(earrings), Hotel Ritz (fan), and
Zara Home (fragrance).

for an easy spree. Start at the Paseo
de la Castellana flagship location of the
country’s largest department store, El Corte
Inglés, for luxe mens- and womenswear before
visiting Zara Home for stylish, affordable housewares and
Bimba y Lola for sleek accessories. Skip the siesta: The
city’s inspiring architecture and always-buzzing boulevards
will keep you energised. – Melanie Fowler, design director

TIP: For prime people-watching and a great glass of Champagne, grab a seat at The Hall in the Hotel Ritz, Madrid.
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Madrid

My luxury is

a private scuba excursion.

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveller Elie Godfrey

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.

The best travel experiences uniquely reflect
you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s a private scuba
excursion or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every
client, every detail, every time.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Thank You for Your Business
With us, you can expect upgrades, special touches,
and true Virtuoso treatment. Whether for a weekend
escape or a longer, more complex itinerary, we’ll
ensure all of your travels are extraordinary.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue on virtuoso.com.

