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WARM UP IN FRENCH POLYNESIA, THE MALDIVES, COSTA RICA, AND MORE

+ BEACH TOWNS WE LOVE

WHY DO YOU TRAVEL?
Enrichment, glamour, adventure, escape, friendships,
celebrations. There are so many reasons to travel, and
they’re as varied as the trips you dream of taking.
This issue of Virtuoso Life showcases the beach towns we
love, and trips that call for bathing suits, sunscreen, and cold
cocktails. Pick your favourites and connect with a Virtuoso
travel advisor who’ll collaborate with you to make it all
happen. It’s easy to find one who’s right for you by using
the Virtuoso advisor catalogue at virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.
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(PORTRAIT) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

VP, AIR, AUTO, AND INSURANCE TRISH WINEBRENNER

Connections

VIRTUOSO
COMMUNITY
Awards, reviews, and beach retreats.

Virtuoso’s Jessica Upchurch
(right) with Dr. Jane Goodall,
who was honoured for her
lifelong conservation work.
Inset: Virtuoso’s Costas
Christ with Jane Fonda.

ECO EVENTS

VIRTUOSO.COM

Captain Planet
Foundation gala.

Where you’re going:
Any place it’s sandy.

Virtuoso recently joined
environmentalist and CNN
founder Ted Turner and his
daughter Laura Turner Seydel
in Atlanta, Georgia, to celebrate
the Captain Planet Foundation
Awards. The foundation supports
projects that inspire and empower
youths around the world to
create environmental solutions
in their homes, schools, and
communities. “The future of
protecting our planet relies on
cultivating a new generation of
environmental stewards, and that
process begins with our children,”
says Seydel, who serves as chair
of the foundation named after
Turner’s cartoon superhero.

Here’s a look at a few top
searches for South Pacific
escapes on our site.
1. Fairmont Kea Lani Maui
2. Andaz Maui at Wailea
3. Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea
4 Grand Hyatt Kauai
5. Four Seasons Resort Hualalai
6. Montage Kapalua Bay
7. Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora
MOST-SEARCHED HOTEL THAT HADN’T
OFFICIALLY OPENED AT PRESS TIME:

Rosewood at Baha Mar, Bahamas
(opening this autumn)

cos, just off the beach
at Grace Bay Club.
We’ve visited numerous
Caribbean islands and
my husband has dived the Great Barrier Reef, and even he raved about how clear and
clean the water is in Turks. Perfection!”

moment
you arrive at the
airport the Four
Seasons staff
is waiting with
jasmine-scented
towels and an
elegant wooden
boat to whisk you away to paradise.
The pictures you see on the website
are TRUE. The water is that blue, the
rooms that elegant. My husband and
I went for my 40th without kids and it
was just what I had hoped for – a true
retreat for us. We felt so refreshed
and renewed upon our return and
can’t wait to go back.” – JTJ

“Know your camera before you travel. You get the best underwater
pictures with bright sun. Beach photos are best when the sun isn’t high overhead,
because that creates shadows.”

ON INSTAGRAM

YOUR SHOT

Photos from
your travels.
PHOTOGRAPHER:

Virtuoso traveller
Angela Yonke

“There’s
nothing better
than capturing
pure joy on
your kids’
faces.”

WHERE: “Turks and Cai-

TRAVELLER REVIEW: “The

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS:

STAY CONNECTED

Online

Digital
Edition
Read Virtuoso Life
wherever you are
by visiting
virtuoso.com.

Learn more at virtuoso.com.
E-mail us at editors@virtuoso.com.

An
advisor
dispatch
from
Cancún.
n.

“Don’t miss
a dip in a
sinkhole
while in
Mexico!” – @soniajonestravel

MARCH | APRIL 2015

3

T H E B E S T S TO R I E S A R E N E V E R F O R G O T T E N ,

S I M P LY B E C AU S E T H E Y ’ R E
TOO BUSY

B E I N G T O L D.

Cruising Istanbul

Crystal b
rought a
ll of Euro
beautiful
pe's mos
sights ali
t
ve for us
.

We invite you to discover some of the most fabled destinations on Earth with some of the best fares in history. Enjoy the
luxury and beauty of a Crystal voyage. Book early to enjoy limited-time Book Now Fares in every category, and begin a
new story aboard the World’s Best.
• Book by 30 April 2015 for the best available Book Now fares
• Our fares always include: complimentary select ﬁne wines, premium spirits, gratuities, specialty restaurant dining
from chefs like Nobu Matsuhisa and so much more

†

2015

• Most voyages start or end with an overnight port
Days

Destination

8 Jul

18

N. Cape & Arctic Cir. Reykjavík to London/Dover Crystal Symphony

US$19,770

US$9,245

13 Sep

7

Mediterranean

Round-trip Istanbul

Crystal Serenity

US$7,600

US$2,770

25 Oct

12

Mediterranean

Round-trip Monte Carlo

Crystal Serenity

US$9,990

US$4,515

29 Nov

12

Mediterranean

Marseille to Lisbon

Crystal Serenity

US$9,950

US$4,495

19 Dec

15

South America

San Juan to Rio de Janeiro

US$18,990

US$7,215

1

Itinerary

Ship

Brochure Per Person Book Now Per Person
Fares From
Fares From

Date

1

25th Anniversary Chairman's Cruise

Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Advisor to book your cruise
aboard the World’s Best and
receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyager Club amenities.

2

2

Crystal Symphony

25th Anniversary Captain's Cruise

B E G I N A N E W S T O RY ™

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only made between
3/3/2015 and 30/4/2015 and include port, security and handling charges of US$320-US$810. All offers and book now fares may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom
or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club
events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be
booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in
SilkVRoad
available
| v iBar
I RTorUthe
O SSushi
O L Bar
I F E(Sushi
r t uisonot
s o.c
o m for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per
person fee, subject to availability. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com
for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2015 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Seoul Airport

7 | Ashford Castle 14 | Mérida, Mexico 15 | Karakoy, Istanbul 16

{ DESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE }

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: COSTAS CHRIST, ELAINE GLUSAC, FRAN GOLDEN, CHANEY KWAK, AND NICK VIVION

TIM MCKENNA

STAR APPEAL

Marlon Brando fell in love with Tahiti while filming Mutiny on
the Bounty on location in the 1960s. He was so taken with
Polynesian culture that he married a local dancer and went
on to purchase a slice of South Pacific paradise – Tetiaroa
Atoll, 48 kilometres north of Papeete. Once the private retreat of Tahitian royalty, Tetiaroa comprises 13 tiny islands
encompassing a sky-blue lagoon and encircled by a coral
reef teeming with marine life. There, Brando envisioned

creating a small resort entirely from local, sustainable resources, including bamboo and coconut wood – an ecoisland retreat for like-minded travellers. He dreamed of
Tetiaroa becoming a living laboratory for conservation,
renewable energy, and scientific research on the ecology
of small islands and the oceans.
Though the dream didn’t become reality in his lifetime,
Brando’s family estate, together with Pacific Beachcomber »
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Passport

» Resorts, never wavered in their pursuit of his goal. The

recently opened Brando, a 35-villa private island resort,
exemplifies sustainable tourism best practices, such as
renewable-energy air conditioning, organic gardens, guided
eco-activities, and preservation of local culture. “Our
mission is to provide one of the most luxurious, authentic,
and enriching travel experiences available anywhere in the
world,” says Richard Bailey, Pacific Beachcomber president.
Brando’s friend Avra Douglas recalls that one of the
actor’s favourite pastimes on Tetiaroa was lying in the
warm sand at night, propping his head on a fallen coconut, and looking up at the stars while reciting a favourite
passage from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: “When he
shall die / Take him and cut him out in little stars / And he
will make the face of heaven so fine / That all the world
will be in love with night.” The spirit of Marlon Brando, the
man and the star, shines brightly on Tetiaroa.
The Brando (from top): A villa’s beachfront setting and bathroom,
and the resort entrance. Previous page: Swimming South Point’s
lagoon to Turtle Beach.

Wrap yourself in wanderlust with Bird &
Knoll, a line of cashmere-blend scarves
printed with travel photos by Sydney-based
photographer Natalie Knoll. Her Icebergs
and Piña Coladas collection captures the
geometry of a Hong Kong street, the romance
of a vintage carousel in Paris, and the solitude
of the distance swimmer at Sydney’s Bondi
Baths (left). birdandknoll.com.
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(THE BRANDO) TIM MCKENNA,

HEAD-TURNING LOOKS

THE LAYOVER

SEOUL’S INCHEON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Discover saunas, an ice rink, and an indoor forest at South Korea’s light-filled hub.

(ICON) OLIM/THE NOUN PROJECT, (TRADITIONAL CULTURE EXPERIENCE) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT,
(PINE TREE GARDEN) DAVID SUTHERLAND/PHOTO SHELTER

Eat

Head to Bon Bibimbap for
Korea’s favourite meal of
veggies, rice, and egg served
in a piping-hot stone bowl
(above). Jayeon serves
beautifully presented Korean
staples such as marinated
minced ribs and rice cakes.

Do

Craft colourful fans or dress
in Korean attire for a selfie
at the Traditional Culture
Experience, which
also stages music and
dance performances.

Breathe Deep

Unwind

Stop by the Pine Tree Garden in the middle of Millennium Hall or step out onto Four
Gracious Plants Garden,
a horticultural balcony of
chrysanthemums, bamboos,
plums, and orchids.

Of course the country that
gave the world Yuna Kim has
an ice rink in its airport. Clear
immigration (average time: 11
minutes) to access the lowerlevel Ice Forest (above). That
idea leave you cold? Opt for
the saunas or Korean exfoliation treatments at Spa on Air.

In addition to a free book-exchange library – aka “flybrary” – Cape Town International Airport now boasts another fun
diversion: its own wine cellar. The family-owned Du Preez Estate, located in the Breede River Valley about 80 kilometres
from Cape Town, has already crushed, oak-barrelled, and delivered the airport’s house merlot. “The constant temperature
at the airport, we believe, is conducive to ageing, which should result in a fine wine,” says Du Preez’s Lukas O’Connell.
Winemakers expect to bottle it for sale by year’s end.
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Passport
ART & CULTURE

STRINGTIME IN PARIS
The cultural wave of Parisian museum and performance-venue openings continues with the new
Philharmonie de Paris in Parc de la Villette, where curved tiers ringing the central auditorium
guarantee the farthest of its 2,400 seats is just 32 metres from the stage. Two gallery exhibitions
opening this month, David Bowie Is (3 March through 31 May) and Pierre Boulez (17 March through 28
June), hint at the breadth of concert programming, which ranges from classical to avant-garde, and
famous to emerging performers. The venue “aims to reassemble and confront social conventions,”
says Philharmonie president Laurent Bayle. philharmoniedeparis.fr.

The Paris Orchestra’s new home
and (inset) David Bowie’s tour
bodysuit from 1973.

Pour It On

In the decade since the movie Sideways put Santa Barbara County
roads on the winetasting map, downtown Santa Barbara has created
perhaps the country’s pre-eminent tasting-room crawl. Two newcomers – Jamie Slone Wines and Happy Canyon Vineyard – bring the Wine
Collection of El Paseo to a total of six vintners. You can choose from
an additional 11 in the gentrifying Funk Zone six blocks away. “Santa
Barbara is a great walking city,” says Virtuoso travel advisor David
de L’Arbre. His suggestion: Try Municipal Winemakers and nearby
Kalyra by the Sea, followed by dinner at The Lark (reservations
recommended). “It’s a nice mix of beachy California surfing scene and
relaxed wine patios, and a great way to spend a couple of hours on a
beautiful afternoon.”
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Local’s pick:
Municipal Winemakers’
tasting room.

(PHILHARMONIE DE PARIS) WILLIAM BEAUCARDET,
(DAVID BOWIE) MASAYOSHI SUKITA/THE DAVID BOWIE ARCHIVE

FOOD & SPIRITS

TECH

POWER MOVES
Unplug from the airport outlet race: The new flyer-friendly Phorce Pro case conceals a high-capacity lithium-ion battery
that powers up to four mobile devices on the go with interior USB ports. Smart connections ensure the proper voltage;
zip compartments store a laptop, tablet, and phone separately; and its exterior sleeve pocket slides snugly over roll-aboard
handles. The case itself charges fully in five hours and automatically stops powering devices once they are replenished,
to save its own battery. The water-resistant canvas bags come with a worldwide travel charger and PC- or Mac-specific
charging cables. phorce.com.

DIALLED IN:
APPS FOR
THE ROAD
Sortpad
organises the
onslaught
of smartphone images while
you’re travelling. Avoid
downloading images to
a computer for manual
sorting; the app presents
your photos in a vertical
scroll to quickly swipe
into folders you create
(“family,” “print later,”
“London,” or “delete,” for
instance), organising a
gaggle of snapshots into
an uploadable masterpiece. Free for iOS.

Craft
visual
stories
from
holidays
with Storehouse
Storehouse.
Users can combine
videos, photos, and text
into shareable, bite-size
streams for a mobile
travel tale. Simply import up to 50 images per
post from your camera
roll, Instagram, or other
sources, then drag and
drop them into userfriendly layout templates
and crop, resize, or add
captions if you wish.
Free for iOS.
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Bon Voyage

EXPLORING THE EXPLORER
Yes, it’s more than a year from
completion, but Regent Seven Seas
Cruises’ forthcoming Seven Seas
Explorer, currently under construction in Genoa, Italy, is already turning
heads. Witness the 750-passenger
ship’s two-bedroom Regent Suite,
the details of which were revealed
at a recent event at The St. Regis
New York.
THE DETAILS: High above the ship’s
bow, the 1,181-square-metre suite
includes a wraparound balcony with a

glass-enclosed sitting area. Polished
metal and natural stone in the bedroom, black lacquer bar stools, and
a collection of art books and Murano
glass bowls channel a Manhattan
condo vibe. While not the largest at
sea it’s the first with a private spa.
WHICH CONSISTS OF: A ginormous master
bathroom outfitted with a full sauna, jetted shower, ceramic heated
loungers, and a treatment area –
plus an adjoining oversize hot tub.
Regent Suite guests can order in

complimentary treatments from the
ship’s Canyon Ranch SpaClub menu.
AFTER WHICH: They’ll be primed to
entertain in the lavish living space
with floor-to-ceiling windows, a
black marble bar, a custom
Steinway designed by Dakota
Jackson, and an ultra-HD TV and
media centre.
DEBUTING: The Seven Seas Explorer debuts 20 July 2016, with a 15-day sailing
from Monte Carlo to Venice.

RELAX, IT’S A HOLIDAY: Crystal Cruises’ new late-riser shore excursions begin around 11 AM or noon in-

Top Table
In the running for the season’s most exclusive
reservation: Paul Gauguin’s marina table facing
Bora-Bora’s iconic volcano. When the 332-passenger
ship calls on the island overnight, one party of two to
four guests can reserve its water-sports platform
for dinner from La Veranda restaurant and a serenade by its Polynesian entertainers, Les Gauguines.
10
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The Paul Gauguin in
French Polynesia and
(above) the future
Regent Suite.

(ILLUSTRATION) CLARE MALLISON, (ICON) FRANCESC LLULL/THE NOUN PROJECT

stead of the typical 8 AM departures – perfect for those who want to have their culture and their beauty sleep too.

Suite Talk

BAJA IS BACK

Category 3 Hurricane Odile was
the strongest storm ever to strike
Mexico’s Baja Peninsula, knocking
out power and flooding the Los
Cabos resort region. Six months
later, Cabo’s resurrection is nearly
complete, with the spring reopening of three of its luxury resorts.
“I visited Cabo in January to see
for myself how things were coming
along,” says Virtuoso travel advisor and Mexico specialist Hope
Smith. “It’s amazing how fast the
repairs have been made – many
properties look even better than
before the storm.”

➊

➋
The 83-room Las Ventanas
al Paraíso is reopening after a
complete pool-bottom-to-rooftop
restoration that included rebuilding 12 beachfront villas, which had
just opened months prior to Odile,
featuring infinity pools with swimup bars, open-air bathrooms, and
full kitchens where butlers prepare
guacamole and margaritas.
Also due to emerge, Esperanza
Resort has restored and redecorated all 57 guest rooms, refurbished
its pools, and rebuilt the soaring
palapa and outdoor cliff-top terraces at Cocina del Mar restaurant.
One&Only Palmilla reopens
on 15 March with the addition
of a 27-metre yacht to its
inventory of 173 remodelled
rooms. The four-cabin cruiser is
at the ready for 25-passenger
day trips or ten-guest overnight
outings. Kayaks, paddleboards,
snorkelling equipment, and water
skis provide entertainment.

1-2. Fresh salsa and guacamole at Esperanza and its beachfront at sunset. 3. Villa life
at Las Ventanas. 4-5. The pool at One&Only
Palmilla’s ten-person Villa Cortez and the
resort’s yacht.

➌

➍

➎
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Suite Talk

ROLL WITH IT
Take a spin around town on these stylish hotel rides.

1

2

3

4

Set out from the Four
Seasons Hotel Boston
on one of five themed
bikes, such as the
shamrock-studded
Southie Shuttle (above)
or the red, white, and
blue Fenway Flyer.

In Dublin, bright floral
baskets accessorize
white beach cruisers at
The Merrion. Cyclists
receive animal-print
helmets and rain jackets,
in case the liquid Irish
sunshine should fall.

Italian bicicletta company Cicli Romeo provides the Hotel Hassler
Roma’s sleek black city
bikes with gold lettering for laps around the
Colosseum and other
Eternal City sights.

Explore the 30-kilometre
Lake Michigan bike
path on lightweight
Jamis Commuters
with mud-blocking
fenders and rear
carriers from Park
Hyatt Chicago.

7

8

Electra Bicycle Company’s bright-green
Townie cruisers at Santa
Monica’s Shutters on
the Beach. Mount up
and set off on the
50-kilometre bike
trail from Malibu to
Manhattan Beach.

Cruise Manhattan’s
Upper East Side on
The Mark’s Republic
bikes, spiffed up with
monogrammed bells
and black-and-whitestriped chain guards.
Don’t forget head concierge Isabelle Hogan’s
bike map for Central
Park highlights.

5

Zip off from Vancouver,
B.C.’s Fairmont Pacific
Rim on aerodynamic
BMW Cruise Bikes –
perfect for ten-kilometre
spins around the nearby
Stanley Park seawall.
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6

Ocean-blue custommade Republic bikes
with wire beach baskets
portage picnics at the
Eau Palm Beach Resort
and Spa. A picnic
package includes
wheels, lunch, and a
beach blanket.

Explore the Whitsundays with the qualia Whitehaven Beach package
Located at the edge of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, on the secluded northern-most
tip of Hamilton Island, qualia is a unique expression of world-class luxury. Immerse
yourself in a relaxed atmosphere, where everything has been meticulously considered
to relax the mind and yet completely spoil the senses. Indulge at qualia with the three
night Whitehaven Beach package, including a trip to famous Whitehaven Beach by
helicopter with a bottle of sparkling wine, dinner on one evening at qualia and more.
With just a short direct flight from most major Australian cities, getting to qualia couldn’t
be easier. Book now to receive your exclusive Virtuoso amenity, a Colours of Sunset Cruise
through the majestic Whitsunday Islands with canapés and selected alcoholic beverages.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel specialist.

G R E AT B A R R I E R R E E F

Suite Talk

Clockwise from
left: A bird’s-eye
view, the lobby
looking regal in red,
stateroom details,
and the castle’s
billiards room.

Another Fairy-Tale Beginning

An Irish castle gets a roof-to-cellar restoration, complete with a secret passageway.

A

SHFORD CASTLE HAS PREsided over the shores of
Lough Corrib in the west of
Ireland for nearly 800 years
and has counted Oscar Wilde, Monaco’s Prince Rainier III and Princess
Grace, and Hollywood royalty such as
Brad Pitt and Pierce Brosnan among
its guests.
Things are about to get even more
glamorous, thanks to new owner Red
Carnation Hotel Collection. The group
has recently given this 350-acre estate
a restorative makeover. Here’s an exclusive peek at what guests can expect
when it reopens at the end of March.

Rooms fit for a king: Walls swathed in
rich fabrics, beds dressed in Egyptian
cotton linens, and antiques spanning
the centuries create cohesion throughout the 71 rooms, six staterooms, and
five suites – but each room’s decor remains beautifully distinct. A mahogany
Georgian wardrobe and four-poster bed
are among the furnishings in Suite 221,
where U.S. President Ronald Reagan
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BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE
once stayed. Stateroom 224 – where
Ted Kennedy was a guest – includes an
antique Italian bed embellished with
cherubs, a Flemish-tapestry-covered
armchair, and an eighteenth-century
Spanish walnut armoire. Meanwhile,
Room 329 entices guests to linger in
the bathroom with its stained-glass
windows in the shower and a canopy
over the bathtub.

Posh public spaces: In the George V
dining room, mirrored panels above the
wainscoting now enhance the sparkle
of the 11 Waterford crystal chandeliers,
while the drawing room conveys simple
elegance with furniture upholstered in
flocked blue velvet.
Cinematic experience: Nibble
popcorn while ensconced in a redvelvet armchair in the new 32-seat
theatre. You can catch different movies
throughout the week, or watch The
Quiet Man, filmed in the adjacent village
of Cong, any evening you like. John
Wayne and Maureen O’Hara stayed

in Rooms 500 and 408, respectively,
during the shoot.

Sip whiskey by the pool (table, that is):
A new billiards room with a bar specialising
in whiskey and brandy opens onto a rooftop terrace that serves Cuban cigars.
Hidden passageway: Sample wines at
a private winetasting in a sixteenth-century tunnel, discovered during renovations, that now houses a wine cellar.
Bring it home: Bundle up in Ashford
Castle’s custom-designed tweed, a
handsome pattern in green, brown, and
rust, available as scarves, caps, waistcoats, and jackets.

“Ashford Castle is to Ireland as
The Carlyle is to New York –
both embrace the traditions of
their surroundings and have
hosted everyone from princes
to presidents.”
– Niall Rochford,
Ashford Castle general manager

City To Go
from food stalls at bustling
Mercado Lucas de Gálvez
(enter where Calle 67 meets
Calle 56a).

DRINK Querreke (66 Calle
30; 52-999/913-8290) bills
itself as the first Mexican
gastrobar in Mérida and is the
hippest spot to try local drinks
such as the anise-flavoured
xtabentún, a liqueur made
with honey from the stingless
Melipona bee, and local craft
beers Cerveza Rústica and
Cerveza Ceiba. Tucked inside
a restored mansion, Casa
Lecanda Wine & Tequila Bar
(471 Calle 47; 52-999/9280112) spills onto a patio and
has a surprisingly large selection of Mexican and international wines.

The Best of

BOTH WORLDS
City cool meets colonial Mexican
charm in Mérida.
BY NILS BERNSTEIN PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

GO FOR This balmy city – the
largest on Mexico’s Yucatán
Peninsula – is an enticing
escape from cold climates.
Its enduring Mayan traditions
and distinctive architecture,
which draws on Renaissance,
baroque, Moorish, and Gothic
styles, evoke Mexico’s colonial
towns, while the large student
population lends the town a
vibrant urban energy. Mérida
is also a great base from which
to explore the ruins of Chichén
Itzá, Uxmal, and Dzibilchaltún,
or the quiet beaches of the
Flamingo Coast, named for
the pink flamingos that inhabit
its lagoons.

EAT Acclaimed K’u’uk (313
Calle 30; 52-999/944-3377)
serves up creations such
as a mock “fossil” made

of ginkgo leaf, bee pollen,
cactus paddle, seaweed,
and dried smelt – all ancient
ingredients meant to evoke
the asteroid strike on the peninsula millions of years ago,
which some think killed off
the dinosaurs. Rosas &
Xocolate (480 Paseo de
Montejo; 52-999/924-2992)
puts local ingredients to
unexpected use in dishes
such as octopus ceviche with
habanero sorbet, and duck
with chorizo, corn, melon,
and xcatic pepper. Sample
Yucatecan specialities
such as papadzules (eggstuffed tortillas in tomato
and pumpkinseed sauces)
and relleno negro (a turkey
stew with charred chillies) at
La Chaya Maya (481 Calle
62; 52-999/928-4780) or

SHOP Visit the nearby town
of Tixkokob for Mexico’s best
hammocks or find them in
Mérida at Hamacas el Aguacate (604 Calle 58 at Calle 73;
52-999/285-0574). Look for
models made from sisal fibre

with the tightest weave. Elegant pleated guayabera shirts
are a Mexican wedding must;
find high-quality styles at
Guayaberas Jack (507a Calle
59; 52-999/928-5999) and JK
Guayaberas (319d Calle 60
between Avenidas Colón and
Cupules; 52-999/920-4571).
Government-run Casa de las
Artesanías (513 Calle 63; 52999/928-6676) is a reliable
one-stop shop for crafts such
as hand-embroidered blouses
and panama hats, or jipis.

STAY Hacienda Xcanatún is
an eighteenth-century marvel
with 5.5-metre ceilings, hammocks on private terraces, and
a spa with shaman-inspired
treatments. Dating from 1655,
Hacienda Temozon has threemetre-high wooden doors that
open to rooms decorated with
local tiles and gracious iron
beds. Look for the ferret-like
kinkajous that swing from
trees in the surrounding rain
forest at night, and swim in a
nearby cenote.

Clockwise from top: Casa de
las Artesanías, Hacienda
Temozon, a local ride, Uxmal
ruins, and a dish at K’u’uk.
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In the Neighbourhood

Left: A café-lined alley in Karakoy.
Above: The neighbourhood’s Galata Bridge
crossing the Golden Horn.

Karakoy
BY CHANEY KWAK
PHOTOGRAPHY BY YADID LEVY

A

BUZZING PORT AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE

Bosporus and Golden Horn since the Byzantine
Empire, Istanbul’s Karakoy neighbourhood fell on
hard times in the last century. But thanks to the
arrival of cruise ships and young entrepreneurs, the dockside
district’s narrow alleys have awoken, as boho boutiques and
outdoor cafés with grapevine trellises vie for space among
grimy electric parts shops. Ten years after the opening of
Istanbul Modern, the city’s premier contemporary art museum, Karakoy is no longer up and coming – it has arrived.
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Kilic Ali Pasa
Hamami After seven years
of restoration, this 1580
Turkish bath has reopened
as an upscale oasis amid
Istanbul’s bustle. Soothe your
muscles on a heated marble
platform and gaze up at its
soaring dome punctuated
with star-shaped skylights.
After a vigorous exfoliation,
a therapist swathes you in a
mound of hot, fluffy soapsuds. Kemankes Mahallesi,
Hamam Sokak 1;
kilicalipasahamami.com.

DINING

SPA

Mae Zae
Mae Zae stocks an eclectic
hodgepodge of Turkish and
European accessories both
new and old. Shop for anything from antique mirrors
and frames to Istanbul-designed jewellery lines such as
Der-Liebling. Kemankes Kara
Mustafa Pasa Mahallesi, Hoca
Tahsin Sokak, Akce Han 16-A;
maezae.com.

SHOPPING

ART

HOTEL

(ICONS, LEFT TO RIGHT) DIEGO NAIVE, ICONOCI,
RIGO PETER, PAUL STEVENS, AND ATELIER ICEBERG/THE NOUN PROJECT

Istanbul’s historic blue-collar quarter is now its hottest cultural hub.

Kagithane
Skip the touristy postcards and pick up
witty Istanbul-inspired greeting cards
and T-shirts at this shop in the newly
renovated French Passage, a historic
arcade that connects two streets. In
addition, you’ll find sketch pads inspired
by old Turkish textbooks and sassy
notebooks bearing colourful hourglass
teacups or simits (sesame bagels). Kemankes Caddesi, Fransiz Is Gecidi 10.

Lokanta Maya
Trained in New York and seasoned at her
father’s boutique hotel on the Aegean
coast, chef Didem Senol Tiryakioglu
serves bistro standouts such as fish
cakes, potato croquettes, zucchini fritters with yogurt sauce, and caramelised
sea bass with persimmon (above) inside
an elegantly simple, wood-floored dining
room. Her cookbooks, one of which is
available in English, are acclaimed by the
city’s gourmets. Kemankes Caddesi 35A.

Atolye 11
Atolye 11 may be located within an
Orthodox church, but there’s nothing
orthodox about the design firm’s home
decor store. Championing contemporary Turkish artists and many of its own
designs, the intimate two-story shop
showcases ornately embroidered silk
cushions, glass pomegranate ornaments, screen-printed scarves, and
framed stamped fabrics by celebrated
Turkish painter Bedri Rahmi Eyuboglu.
Mumhane Caddesi 47.

Karakoy Kulah
Istanbul Modern
Arguably the original force behind Karakoy’s renaissance, the cultural giant showcases
a strong collection of paintings, photography, and sculptures by Turkish artists.
Rotating exhibitions take place in the basement, known for its book-covered ceiling.
The balcony café, with its waterfront panorama of Istanbul’s historic skyline, is worth
a visit alone. Meclis-i Mebusan Caddesi, Liman Isletmeleri Sahasi Antrepo D4;
istanbulmodern.org.

Every month, this grotto-like space
opens its doors for designer trunk sales
and pop-up fashion bazaars that bring
together Istanbul’s style set. Discover
some of the city’s indie and emerging
brands amid the tiny stalls, which sometimes spill into the alley.
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In the Neighbourhood

Sahi
This airy boutique in the shadow of
the Kilic Ali Pasa Hamam sells traditional silverware, Iznik chinaware,
ceramics with Ottoman calligraphy,
and woodblock-printed textiles, as
well as flowery Turkish delight and
nutty baklava. Step up to its panoramic
rooftop café for strong Turkish coffee.
Kilic Ali Pasa Mescit Sokak 2.

Karakoy Lokantasi
Settle into this traditional restaurant’s smart tiled dining room or climb its winding wrought-iron stairs for a bird’s-eye view of the neighbourhood. One bite of its
Istanbul-style comfort food – roasted chard, beef ragout, cauliflower casserole with
chickpeas, or smoky eggplant puree, all doused in nutty olive oil – reveals why it’s a
neighbourhood anchor. Kemankes Caddesi 37A; karakoylokantasi.com.

Karabatak
New cafés seem to pop up every week in Karakoy, but this Vienna-inspired coffeehouse remains the district’s most popular hangout. Grab an outside table for the best
people-watching over a Wiener Mélange and a Sacher torte, two of the menu items
that make Karabatak so beloved. Kemankes Kara Mustafa Pasa Mahallesi, Kara Ali
Kaptan Sokak 7; karabatak.com.
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BULGARIA
GREECE

A 65-room boutique hotel
inside a 1918 neoclassical gem,
the Four Seasons Hotel
Istanbul at Sultanahmet
affords guests views of the
adjacent Hagia Sophia and
other Old City sights.
With 244 Ottoman-inspired
rooms and suites in one of the
city’s tallest skyscrapers,

ISTANBUL
(MAP) MICHAEL NEWHOUSE

The 186-room ShangriLa Bosphorus , Istanbul
features panoramic strait
views and some of the city’s
best Cantonese cuisine in its
Shang Palace restaurant.

TURKEY

The Ritz-Carlton, Istanbul
combines Golden Horn panoramas with a prized Taksim
Square location.

Virtuoso Exclusive

Virtuoso Exclusive

specialty
tour operator
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*
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*
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TURKEY IS OUR ONL
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* PRIVATE SHORE EX
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specialty
tour operator
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T O U R

t
-60

specialty
tour operator
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T O U R
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O P E R A T O R
M. ESAT KADASTER
deluxe private
tours by
PRESIDENT

Virtuoso Exclusive

SM

NEWPORT
NEWPORT
t
INTERNATIONAL
INTERNATIONAL
-60
TRAVEL
S
4 Corporate Plaza Drive, Suite 202

Newport Beach,
CA 92660, U.S.A.
Established
in 1986

Virtuoso Exclusive

specialty
tour operator
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T O U R

O P E R A T O R

Phone: (949) 719-2800

Virtuoso Exclusive

Global Gourmet

W
Spanish

GOLD

Take a churro tour of Iberia.
BY JEFF KOEHLER
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Churros with
Nous, a narrow pedeschocolate and café
trian street in Barcelocon leche, and
Xurreria San Román.
na’s Gothic Quarter, it’s
impossible not to stop at the tiny churrería San Román for a ración (order) of churros.
The long, skinny, deep-fried pastries are golden brown
and, at this 1968 neighbourhood landmark, always hot. With
no place to sit and little room to stand, my two young
daughters and I usually take them to go, tucked inside an
oversize cone of coarse butcher paper, given a generous
sprinkling of sugar, and covered with a serviette to keep
warm. Large packets of churros are regularly whisked off to a
number of nearby cafés that serve San Román’s finest to
their customers. Our order rarely lasts more than a block
or so.
For my family at home in Barcelona, churros are a treat
during leisurely Saturday afternoon shopping in the city
centre, or part of a late breakfast on a privileged Sunday
morning. But when you’re travelling in Spain, that indulgence
can turn into a daily ritual.

MIQUEL GONZALEZ

ALKING DOWN BANYS

Our pricing offers an exceptional value, with 50% off standard cruise fares on all sailings of our luxury
small ships plus included airfare from Los Angeles on all sailings of the m/s Paul Gauguin.
m/s
Gauguin
m/sPaul
Paul
Gauguin

m/v Tere Moana

TAHITI | FIJI | SOUTH PACIFIC | EUROPE | LATIN AMERICA | CARIBBEAN

For reservations, call your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor today!
Ask about special Virtuoso
hosted sailings and shipboard credits!

Global Gourmet

CHURROS, SPAIN’S UNIVERSALLY

beloved fried bites, are foremost for
merienda, or afternoon snack, and secondly for breakfast. Their origin in
Spain is ancient but uncertain. Culinary
historians speculate that they came
about during the Arab rule of the peninsula or as a way to use dough left over
from other types of traditional fried
sweets, or perhaps that shepherds in the
mountains first made them. Whatever
their beginning, churros spread across
the country to become one of its most
iconic foods.
The version Manuel San Román prepares in his Barcelona shop uses only
flour, water, and salt. The dough contains no yeast, yet the fried churros are
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spongy, with the perfect combination of
crunch and chewiness. And they’re never greasy. The key? “The oil,” he says. He
pushes the dense dough through a starshaped tip and pinches lengths so that
the ends just meet in a loose loop before
falling into the smoking-hot oil.
Some churreros (churro makers)
make crenellated, straight ones. Elsewhere the dough goes into the oil in one
continuous, coiled wheel, turned once
with a pair of stainless steel rods held
in an X formation, then clipped into
segments the length of large, slightly
curled breadsticks.
They’re not always called “churros,”
either. Somewhat depending on their
form, they go by calentitos (little hot

ones) in some places, jeringos or tejeringos (perhaps from tejer, to weave) in others, tallos (stems), or porras (clubs).
FEW REGIONS CELEBRATE CHURROS

with as much gusto as Andalusia,
where deep-frying is an art form.
In Cádiz, the ancient Phoenician city
on Spain’s southern coast, head for
one of the stalls outside the 185-yearold Mercado Central for an order
of finos (thin ones) or gordos (fat,
cigar-shaped ones) to take to one of the
cafés along the Plaza de la Libertad
to eat.
A few hours east in Marbella, follow
locals in Old Town to the 74-year-old
Churrería Ramón, on the corner of

(CÓRDOBA) SIME/ESTOCK PHOTO, (MARBELLA) JEFF KOEHLER, (CÁDIZ) GUNNAR KNECHTEL/LAIF/REDUX

Clockwise from top left: Out and about in Córdoba, a churro break in Marbella,
and the form of choice in Cádiz.

STEFANO POLITI MARKOVINA/ALAMY, (CHURROS) MIQUEL GONZALEZ

A delicious Madrid landmark and (right) happiness to go.

whitewashed Plaza de los Naranjos,
with its picturesque orange trees, for a
terrace table in the morning sun and
fat, puffy churros, fried to order.
In the onetime Moorish capital of
Córdoba, Cafetería Don Pepe, located just off Plaza de las Tendillas – the
heart of the city – has been serving delicious churros for more than 30 years.
And in Seville, Bar El Comercio
makes the city’s finest. Opened in 1904
just off the pedestrian Calle Sierpes
and resplendent with wainscoting of
blue-and-white-patterned tiles, it has a
long bar with cured legs of ham dangling overhead and a selection of fino
sherries. But churros are the draw in
the morning and afternoon.
Not so in Madrid. Nights out in
Spain’s capital are notoriously late,
and there is no more famous final
stop than Chocolatería San Ginés

for churros. I have fond memories of
ending youthful nights in this bar,
founded in 1894 and always open, although these days I’m more likely
to have churros with a café con leche
when I’m up early, exploring the city as
it awakens.
TO TALK OF CHURROS IS TO TALK

of their frequent and ideal companion:
hot, thick, dark drinking – rather, dipping – chocolate. Churros con chocolate
is a classic combination, a match on
par with peanut butter and jelly or gin
and tonic.
And this brings to mind another theory of churros’ origin: that a Catalan
invented them at the beginning of the
nineteenth century to dunk into his
cup of chocolate. While the least likely
of the origin stories, it’s the one my
family likes best.

ON THE
CHURROS TRAIL
•BARCELONA

Xurreria San Román
Banys Nous 8; 34-93/318-7691
CÁDIZ
Churrería La Guapa and Churrería
de Ana
Plaza de la Libertad; no phone
CÓRDOBA
Cafetería Don Pepe
Diego de León 6; 34-957/470-712
MADRID
Chocolatería San Ginés
Pasadizo de San Ginés 5;
34-91/365-6546;
chocolateriasangines.com
MARBELLA
Churrería Ramón
Plaza de los Naranjos; 34-95/277-8546;
churreriaramon.com
SEVILLE
Bar El Comercio
Lineros 9; 34-670/826-053;
barelcomercio.com

•
•
•

•
•
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Great Outdoors

A
THE
WILD LIFE
Natural beauty and villa chic
reign on Costa Rica’s Peninsula
Papagayo. BY MACKENZIE SCHIECK
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA
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S OUR SPEEDBOAT CUT

Clockwise from top
through restless waves, two left:
Rum with mango,
dolphins joined us, darting
Villa Manzu’s spa,
and local transport.
in and out of our path. Not
to be outdone, flying fish pierced the
surface of the water like someone had pressed an eject button.
One kept pace with the boat, skimming the water’s surface,
while another hovered for a second before diving back down.
These displays became familiar during my five-day Costa Rican adventure – wildlife may pop out of view as fast as it appears, but it’s there at every turn.
It was my first morning on Peninsula Papagayo, in the province of Guanacaste along the country’s north Pacific coast, and
the “locals” were eager to introduce themselves. Our group
continued to get acquainted with nature as our four-hour boat
excursion showcased much of what draws travellers to the region: inviting beaches, land that’s barely spotted with homes,
and weather that allows guests as many water adventures as
they have the energy for.

every wish
every whim
every want

YOU REALLY CAN HAVE IT ALL

Elegant Ships With All Ocean-View
Suites, Private Balconies and
No More Than 700 Guests

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY CRUISE EXPERIENCE TM



SPANISH ZEAL



NORTHERN INSPIRATIONS

ROUNDTRIP BARCELONA
2 JULY 2015 | 10 NIGHTS

STOCKHOLM TO LONDON (SOUTHAMPTON)
5 AUGUST 2015 | 12 NIGHTS

Seven Seas Mariner®

Seven Seas Voyager®

Fares From US$7,099 Per Person

Fares From US$8,399 Per Person

UP TO 34 FREE SHORE EXCURSIONS

UP TO 51 FREE SHORE EXCURSIONS

• FREE Unlimited
Shore Excursions
• FREE Luxury Hotel Package*
• FREE Specialty Restaurants
• FREE Unlimited Beverages
Including Fine Wines and
Premium Spirits
• FREE Open Bars and
Lounges PLUS In-Suite
Mini-Bar Replenished Daily
• FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

Enjoy Virtuoso Voyager Club Amenities:

• FREE Transfers Between
Hotel and Ship

VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

*Fares are subject to increase. All fares are per person based on double occupancy for new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. Fare mentioned is based on Concierge Suite
- E. Bonus Savings are based on published Full Brochure Fares; such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite categories and do not include optional charges as detailed in
the Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed, along with additional terms at www.RSSC.com. Free 1-Night Pre-Cruise Luxury Hotel Package applies to guests 1 and 2 only in Concierge
Suites or higher, and is not available for new bookings made within 60 days of departure. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas.
PRO20150109

Great Outdoors

tip
“A great complement to
Peninsula Papagayo would be a
short trip inland to Arenal Volcano.
Stay at Nayara Springs for a
romantic getaway or at familyfriendly Nayara Hotel & Gardens.”
– Andre Koester,
Virtuoso travel advisor

Clockwise from top left: Villa
Manzu sustenance and its
Pacifico Suite, and the Costa
Rican “Air Force.”

Sunny days with brief afternoon
showers are common on the peninsula
from May through October, making for
the best fishing, surfing, and water
conditions. The weather also provided
a changing backdrop for less strenuous
activities at Villa Manzu, the private
estate where I was staying. Guests can
soak up rays on the villa’s sun deck;
take a dip in the infinity pool during a
downpour, when raindrops pop off the
surface, creating hundreds of tiny
hydro explosions; catch a sunset from
outdoor seating near the property’s
edge; and sip an extra glass of wine
while attempting to outlast evening
lightning shows.
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make all the difference. From the
striped beach bag in the walk-in closet
that matched my suite’s orange-andwhite decor to the gluten-free brownies
waiting in the kitchen, husband and
wife team Chris Celiceo and Jennifer
Cowles have a way with details.
Each morning, guests are greeted in
the kitchen with an espresso machine,
juicer, and chef with an omelette pan
poised for orders, as well as a spread that
includes fruit, muffins, yogurt, or any
special requests – all meals are fully customisable. After eating on the villa’s patio, you can spend your days doing anything from lounging by one of two pools
or visiting the outdoor spa to taking surfing lessons or venturing out with a standup paddleboard. One day, a group of us
from the villa took to the zip-lining
course at nearby Witch’s Rock Canopy
Tour. Any initial nervousness was dispelled by the opportunity to peek over
the tops of trees, spot waterfalls, and
get hits of glee reminiscent of days on
the playground.

I’D COME TO VILLA MANZU FOR A

warm escape from the chilly Pacific
Northwest of the U.S., and while
choosing a villa can be overwhelming –
so many options, with so many unknowns – choosing to stay at a Virtuosovetted property eliminated any
question marks. What Andre Koester, a
Virtuoso advisor, told me is true: “It’s
gorgeous, and the latest example of how
high-end Costa Rican properties have
become.” Originally built as a getaway
for the owner’s friends and family, the
villa feels like a dream home away from
home. One with daily housekeeping,
private chefs, and a multitude of extras
you didn’t know you needed, but that

“WOW!” I SAID, POINTING TOWARDS
the sky one afternoon. I was by the pool,

fresh coconut water within reach. A group
of about 20 frigate birds swooped out of
the trees overhead. Moving in unison,
they appeared less like individual birds
than one huge, creatively designed kite.
“Ah,” said Chris, as everyone tipped
their faces skyward, “it’s the Costa
Rican Air Force.” With nearly 850
species, in Costa Rica birds really do
have power in numbers. And in fact,
it’s one of the few countries in the
world without any armed services.
Naturally, I thought – here, the birds
rule the sky.

Soaking it in
at Villa Manzu.

PRE-PENINSULA

Must-know details for Papagayo perfection.
WHEN TO GO November through April is most popular because
of warm, dry weather. May through September is rainy; however, showers are typically brief, so this off-season is great for a
less expensive, less crowded trip.

include a home theatre, a
gym, and an entertainment
room with a bar, flat-screen
TVs, and a pool table.

DAY-TRIPPING Ask your travel advisor to arrange an excursion to
Palo Verde National Park, where you’ll see monkeys, crocodiles, iguanas, and numerous bird species while floating down
the Tempisque River in a flat-bottomed boat.

Pacific-facing, 3-square-kilometre Casa Praia – also a Villas
of Distinction property – has five bedrooms, two pools, and
outdoor living spaces that run the length of the villa.

STAY Villa Manzu – a Villas of Distinction property on Peninsula
Papagayo – sits on two hectares, occupying its own smaller
peninsula. Eight suites accommodate up to 22 guests, and
small groups often rent the entire property. On the grounds:
two pools, a dining patio, a sun deck with loungers, an outdoor
living area, and manicured lawns. Inside, common spaces

Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo’s 155
rooms include tree-house-like Canopy Suites, private residences with full kitchens, and rooms with furnished outdoor spaces.
Andaz Peninsula Papagayo Resort sits where the Gulf of
Papagayo and Culebra Bay meet, with 153 rooms, two outdoor
pools, three restaurants, and access to two secluded beaches.

OUT AND ABOUT Villa Manzu activities.
 Water excursions: Equipment for snorkelling, stand-up paddleboarding, surfing,
kayaking, and fishing is available, as is a staff adventure specialist to lead outings.

 Secret beach: A short hike takes you to Villa Manzu’s private beach for swimming,
picnicking, or simply relaxing with a book.

 Tennis and golf: Villa guests get to use nearby tennis courts, as well as an
Arnold Palmer-designed golf course, both run by Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica
at Peninsula Papagayo.

 Zip-lining: Make like Beyoncé on her recent visit and brave the course at

Papagayo post:
A Pacific outing.

nearby Witch’s Rock Canopy Tour (additional charge).

 Evening cruise: Watch epic Pacific sunsets from a catamaran or sailboat
(additional charge).

• TAKE IT HOME
For Costa Rican souvenir finds, see page 56.
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ONE PAR ADISE

Hidden Oahu: Lanikai Beach and
(opposite) Kailua Beach.
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KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

Sun, Sand,
and Surf

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
5 BEACH TOWNS WE LOVE,
FROM SOUTHERN SPAIN
TO COASTAL BRAZIL.
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Key West

THE SOPHISTICATED SIDE OF FLORIDA'S
FAMOUSLY LAID-BACK ISLAND.

Travellers come to Key West for golden sunrises over
the Atlantic and purple-rose sunsets on the Gulf of
Mexico, for schooner sails and bicycle rides. But the
island has an upscale side that’s not to be missed.
BY JUDY KIRKWOOD

native pink shrimp and, of
course, the hard-to-catch
tender, buttery hogfish.
Alfresco dining at Sunset
Key’s Latitudes is Key West’s
upscale, torch-lit choice for
dinner and a sunset. At
Louie’s Backyard Upper
Deck wine bar, set in a
Victorian mansion, drinks
come with a view – and
small-plate dishes plus
truffle-butter popcorn. Sneak
through an unmarked door in
the historic Porter mansion
(also home to The Porch
beer and wine bar) for classic
cocktails at newcomer
The Other Side.

SHOP: Bésame Mucho
stocks moonstone rings,
artisanal bath and body
products, silk ribbons, waxed
canvas totes, and other
tasteful treasures. For
authentic figurative Keys and
Cuban art, check out The
Gallery on Greene. A block
away, Lucky Street Gallery
features more contemporary,
cutting-edge fine art.

BEACHES: You have to
know where to look for a
sandy beach on Key West.

Fort Zachary Taylor
Historic State Park offers
woodsy nature trails, biking,
and great snorkelling. Go
to Smathers Beach for
water-sports rentals.
Both Sunset Key and Casa
Marina have large pools
and sandy beaches.

SOUVENIR: Take home a
rum cake or white rum made
with Florida sugarcane and
infusions of coconut, vanilla,
crème brûlée, or real key lime
at Key West First Legal
Rum Distillery.

LOCALS KNOW: Lazy Dog,
at the seven-kilometre marker
on U.S. 1, offers stand-up
paddleboard yoga classes
and moonlight meditation
paddleboarding through
shallow mangrove creeks.

DON’T MISS: Mallory
Square is famous for its
sundown antics, but for a
more intimate experience,
sail into the sunset (with
Champagne) on one of
Sebago Watersports’ boats
– the schooner Appledore II,
catamaran Flyer, or another
from its fleet.

Left: The view from Mallory Square.
Below: Bésame Mucho wares.

dwindles from March through
May, and bargains surface
June through August
(hurricane season), but the
weeks before Christmas are
the least crowded.

located on a private island a
few minutes’ ferry ride from
Key West, boasts 40 spacious
one- to four-bedroom
cottages and a full menu of
spa services.

DINE AND DRINK: Feast in
STAY: A peaceful world apart
from the tourists on Duval
Street, Sunset Key Guest
Cottages, a Westin Resort,
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your sandals under a
palm-thatched roof at local
favourite Hogfish Bar and
Grill on Stock Island. Try the

GRACIELA CATTAROSSI

WHEN TO GO: Tourism

6
Clockwise from top
left: Sunset Key, the
good life, Latitudes
treats, The Gallery
on Greene, and Fort
Zachary Taylor.
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Clockwise from left:
Hikers atop a Lanikai
“pillbox” lookout shelter, Twin Islands, and
temptation at Buzz's
Original Steakhouse.

OAHU’S LOW-KEY WHITE-SAND DESTINATION.

For decades Kailua was Oahu’s local getaway, a sleepy
town on the island’s windward side known for stunning beaches and a relaxed vibe. New development
and an influx of visitors have brought fine dining and
shopping, but Kailua’s barefoot charm endures.
BY MICHAEL SHAPIRO

WHEN TO GO: May through
July, after the rainy and occasionally chilly Hawaiian winter,
but before the swelter of late
August through October.

STAY: Popular as a get-outof-Waikiki day trip, Kailua is
known (and loved) for its lack
of resort hotels. Luckily, it’s
just 30 scenic minutes from
two of Oahu’s best: At the
338-room Kahala Hotel &
Resort, located on a secluded
bay east of Honolulu, a private
lagoon is home to a family of
bottlenose dolphins.The 453room Halekulani, a quiet oasis on Waikiki Beach, was one

34

V I RT U O S O L I F E | v i r t u o s o.c o m

of the area’s first hotels and
remains an icon – as does its
orchid-emblazoned pool.

SHOP: At Mu‘umu‘u
Heaven designer Deb Mascia
brings vintage muumuus
(and vintage fabrics) to stylish new life. Twin Islands is
where Kailuans go for surfand beachwear created by
local waterman Mike Miller.
Hawaiian-made line Fighting
Eel specialises in spare, sophisticated women’s knitwear
from island designers Rona
Bennett and Lan Chung.
BEST BEACHES: It’s often

DINE AND DRINK: For
steak and local seafood or
an afternoon cocktail on
the lanai, Buzz’s Original
Steakhouse is one of the only
restaurants by the beach in
Kailua (it’s one of the oldest
too). Formaggio Grill in the
centre of Kailua town offers
Windward Oahu’s best wine
selection. And don’t miss a
shave ice at Island Snow near
Kailua Beach Park; the frozen
treats are good enough for
U.S. President Obama and

said that Lanikai, at Kailua’s
southern end, is Hawaii’s
most beautiful beach. The
one-kilometre stretch of
ultrafine sand fronts a topaz
lagoon stretching towards the
twin peaks of Na Mokulua,
two islets easily reachable by
kayak or stand-up paddleboard. Lanikai’s calm waters
are ideal for swimmers and
families with small kids. For a
more expansive strand, head
just north to Kailua Beach,
which edges the town for four

kilometres. Bring an umbrella;
shady spots are prime real
estate at midday.

SUNRISE, MOONRISE:
It’s a short, steep hike to
the top of Lanikai Ridge for
sunrise viewing from WWII-era
concrete bunkers, which locals
call the “pillboxes.” Or skip the
hike and just walk to Kailua
Beach at dawn. Not a morning
person? Kailua’s full moonrises are just as memorable.

THE BIKE FACTOR: Kailua
is small, flat, and eminently
bikeable. Rent a beach cruiser
and pedal around Lanikai,
through Kailua Beach Park,
and back to town, stopping to
swim wherever you feel the
urge and ending at Lanikai
Juice for an acai bowl.
GIVE IT A TRY: When the
winds are up, Kailua is Oahu’s
premier kite-surfing beach;
when it’s calm, the stand-up
paddlers are out in force.
Rent gear or take lessons
from one of several tour
operators in town.

KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

Kailua

family, who are known to drop
by when they’re in town.

6
The Kahala Hotel &
Resort’s pool and
Royal Pine drink, a
beach cruiser, and an
Island Snow treat.
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Marbella

TIMELESS GLAM AND NEWFOUND
SPORTINESS IN SPAIN.

Spain’s glitziest beach town is undergoing a renaissance. The yachts and exclusive beach clubs remain,
but visitors are as likely now to hit the links or a
mountain-bike trail as the designer boutiques.

A Dani García dish, olive
oil at D•Oliva, and
(bottom) Marbella Club.

BY JEFF KOEHLER

WHEN TO GO: While high

SHOP: The exclusive marina

season is July and August,
the sun shines here 320 days
a year. Marbella’s spring
brings warm weather and
orange blossoms.

Puerto Banús has boutiques
from every major fashion
label. For home-grown shops,
head to Old Town. D·Oliva
carries 80 varieties of
premium Spanish extravirgin olive oil in attractive
tins and bottles.

Hotel, Golf Resort & Spa
opened in 1954, and its
relaxed, discreet elegance has
attracted royalty, celebrities,
and international jet-setters
ever since. The 130 rooms,
suites, and villas (some with
their own pools), are scattered among a dense canopy
of green on a four-hectare
waterfront property. Its newly
opened Kids Club offers
imaginative activities that
include perfume blending
and traditional Andalusian
tile making.

DINE AND DRINK:
Marbella-born Dani García
recently relocated his
eponymous two-Michelinstarred restaurant two
kilometres down the beach
from the Marbella Club. Its
16-course tasting menu
focuses on flavours,
innovation, and technique
rather than gastro-pyrotechnics. Kick off a casual
night out at the newly
opened Taberna Casablanca with a fino sherry and a
handful of tapas, including
salpicón de marisco
(marinated seafood salad)
and Spain’s iconic cured
ham, jamón ibérico.
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LOCALS KNOW: Summer
means fresh sardines grilled
on bamboo spits over olive
wood embers at one of the
numerous open-air chiringuitos (shacks) along
Marbella’s beaches.

CHILL AND DANCE: The
Moorish-like palace Olivia
Valere draws upscale
revellers. To dance in the sea
breezes, hit Nikki Beach,
with its sexy vibe and water
shuttle to yachts and
sailboats moored offshore.

and remain shallow 45 metres
out. To sunbathe with the
famous and fashionable,
head for Nagüeles Beach at
the heart of the Golden Mile.

legendary Valderrama in
Sotogrande, 64 kilometres
southwest – there’s a reason
this area is known as the
“Costa del Golf.”

OFF-SEASON SWIM:

ADVENTURE: Hike up

The Marbella Club has
two heated seawater pools,
one indoors.

La Concha, the coiling peak
that towers 1,200 metres
behind town. Stunning
views reward those who
make the five-hour roundtrip trek from the Juanar
nature reserve.

GOLF: There are more than
60 courses within less than
an hour’s drive, including the

DON’T MISS: Old Town in
Marbella’s centre is a
labyrinth of meandering
lanes and narrow alleys, an
authentic and refreshing
slice of ancient Andalusia.

STROLLING: Stretching
eight kilometres from
Marbella to Puerto Banús,
the waterfront paseo is
perfect for jogging, cycling,
or just strolling.

BEST BEACHES: The
beaches to the east side of
town, including Los Monteros and El Rosario, are sandy

KRISTA ROSSOW

STAY: The Marbella Club

6
Clockwise from
top left: Marbella’s
beachfront, promenade, and Puerto
Banús marina.
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else that inspires the chef,
locally known as the “Barefoot Baker.”

SHOP: Fragments of the
island’s famed pink coral are
reborn as gorgeous accessories at Alexandra Mosher
Studio Jewellery. Chatham
House stocks a great selection of cigars. And, of course,
there are the island’s iconic
shorts: Bermudan-designed
TABS, bright versions with a
contemporary cut, are available at shops such as A.S.
Cooper Man.

ROSY DAYS IN BERMUDA.

Forget the Bermuda Triangle. The triumvirate of
renowned golf courses, pastel buildings, and local rum
makes Hamilton a destination where losing yourself is
far from harrowing. BY CHANEY KWAK
WHEN TO GO: Thanks to
27-degree days, May through
September are the most
popular months. Locals like
to wait until 24 May, Bermuda Day, for their first dip
in the sea.

STAY: With bone china and
ocean views, the 88-room
Rosewood Tucker’s Point
combines British propriety
with tropical ease. Its Beach
Club has two freshwater
pools – not to mention
Bermuda’s largest private
stretch of sand. Dubbed the
“Pink Palace,” the 410-room
Fairmont Hamilton Princess
looks out over the port’s
yacht-dotted harbour. Look
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for chef Marcus Samuelsson’s newest venture, slated
to open here in May.

DINE: On bustling Front
Street, Red Steakhouse
& Bar brings prime cuts of
meat together with lobster
and sea bass. Steps away,
Port O Call serves fresh
catches, such as wahoo,
grouper, and snapper, occasionally alongside homemade pasta. At casual Hog
Penny, the menu runs to
Cajun-spiced lobster cakes
and rum-spiked Bermudan
fish chowder. The eclectic
Tribe Road Kitchen turns
out bacon doughnuts, quinoa
tabbouleh, and anything

HAPPY HOUR: The intimate rooftop at Muse is a
great place to mingle with

LOCALS KNOW: Horseshoe Bay is understandably
one of Bermuda’s most
popular beaches, thanks
to its pink sand and gentle
waves ideal for bodysurfing.
But walk east on a nameless
trail and several sandy
coves await – with the same
stunning scenery but without
the crowds.

GIVE IT A TRY: During
Classic Vacations’ 90-minute rum cruise (ask your
Virtuoso advisor to book it),
passengers sample distinct
styles of the beverage, one
of Bermuda’s most important exports – as well
as a Dark ’n’ Stormy, the
national drink, made with
Gosling’s Black Seal rum
and ginger beer.

Top: Warwick Long Bay.
Below: Alexandra Mosher
Studio and Tucker’s Point.

MOYA MCALLISTER

Hamilton

BEST BEACH: Warwick
Long Bay’s one kilometre of
pink sand stretches between
cedar trees and tame waves.
Swim alongside parrot fish
and lobsters (but keep your
distance from snapping
turtles) around the coral
archipelago, less than 61 metres offshore in the crystalline water.

after work locals and aftersun holidaymakers over
tapas and house cocktails,
such as the Ritz Fizz,
made with amaretto, blue
curaçao, lime cordial, and –
this is a holiday, after all –
Champagne.

Trancoso

RUSTIC REFINEMENT IN BRAZIL.

Beautiful people in (and out of) tasteful couture,
sugar-textured sand, and clay homes in lollipop
shades make this Bahian outpost one delicious beach
destination. BY CHANEY KWAK
WHEN TO GO: Trancoso’s
summer has balmy, breezy
weather and lively parties.
March and April bring
clear skies without the
large crowds.

STAY: At Uxua Casa Hotel
& Spa, 11 colourful cottages
surround a jackfruit-canopied
garden or face the sixteenthcentury town square. Its pool,
made with 40,000 pieces of
green aventurine quartz, just
might tear you away from
Trancoso’s beaches.

(BEACH) MARCELO NACINOVIC/GETTY IMAGES, (WOMEN AND BUILDING) LUIS GARCÍA

DINE & DRINK: The
town’s best restaurants
and bars line the Quadrado,
the see-and-be-seen green
square onto which Trancoso
nightlife spills nightly. One of
the original fixtures, Capim
Santo became so beloved
for its fresh seafood that its
chef opened a São Paulo
offshoot. Traditional Brazilian
fare such as carne seca com
abóbora (dried beef with
pumpkin) shines at
O Cacau. At El Gordo, you
can admire the bar and
restaurant’s cliff-top views
while sipping cocktails made
with one of the dozens of
cachaças on offer.

SHOP: Find handcrafted
wood decor and furniture
at Marcenaria Trancoso,
or pick up bikinis and board
shorts from two of Brazil’s
most celebrated beachwear
designers, Adriana Degreas

and Osklen – both have
shops on the Quadrado.

BEST BEACH FOR
SCENERY: A five-kilometre
walk from the Quadrado
along golden sand leads to
Rio da Barra, so impressive
that fifteenth-century explorer Pêro Vaz de Caminha
made a special note
about its red-and-white
cliffs in his letter to the king
of Portugal.

DON’T MISS: Swim in
low-tide pools formed by
reefs at Praia do Espelho,
a secluded stretch of sand
reached only by boat or an
unpaved road.

HAPPY HOUR: Sip
rejuvenating coconut water
at one of the barracas, or
beachfront bars, that
pepper Nativos, the closest
beach to town.
NEW IN TOWN: Teatro
l’Occitane, a year-old theatre
whose architecture emulates
the town’s cliffs, waves, and
shells, hosts the Música em
Trancoso festival. This year’s
event (7 through 14 March)
features works by Gershwin,
Bernstein, Ravel, and SaintSaëns with themes such as
“From America to France,” plus
tango, bossa nova, and more.

LOCAL CULTURE: Surf
by the beach or take
capoeira lessons at the
Casa da Cultura.

6
Clockwise from top:
Rio da Barra beach,
Uxua Casa Hotel &
Spa, Trancoso blue,
and a warm welcome.
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SILVERSEA’S

M E DI T ER R A N E A N
IN ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY

EXPLORE THE JEWELS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
ABOARD OUR LUXURIOUS AND INTIMATE SHIPS.
There has never been a better time to explore the sun-dappled delights of the
Mediterranean. Silversea’s 2015 Mediterranean voyages now include Silver
Shore Select excursions and 2 hours of WiFi per day on every voyage in every
port of call. Whether it’s stepping back in time at the Vatican Museum in
Rome or at the Acropolis in Athens, these expertly designed tours will ensure
that your experience is as extraordinary as the places you visit. Imagine, along
with a spacious suite, butler service, gratuities, cocktails and all the other
indulgences included in your fare, you can now roam free, aboard and ashore,
compliments of Silversea.

Silver Privilege Fares from us$4,150 per person.
All Silver Privilege Fares shown are cruise-only per person in US dollars based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite
and include Silver Shore Select Excursions and two hours of complimentary WiFi; applies to new full-fare bookings
made on or after January 15, 2015 only. Fares are correct at time of going to print, are capacity controlled and subject
to change at any time without notice. Programme subject to change. For full terms and conditions visit silversea.com

VIRTUOSO VOYAGER CLUB SAILINGS
TURKEY & GREECE SILVER SPIRIT
28 August 2015, 7 days, Istanbul to Piraeus (Athens).
Vista fares from us$4,150pp
ITALY & DALMATIAN COAST SILVER WIND
22 August 2015, 10 days, Civitavecchia (Rome)
to Venice. Vista Suite fares from us$5,550pp
FRENCH RIVIERA SILVER CLOUD
18 September 2015, 7 days, Barcelona to Civitavecchia
(Rome). Vista Suite fares us$4,150pp
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN SILVER SPIRIT
16 October 2015, 9 days, Piraeus (Athens) Roundtrip.
Vista Suite fares from us$5,250pp a
a Venetian Society guests enjoy a 5% additional benefit.

A WORLD OF INCLUSIONS
Intimate ships from 296 to 540 guests
All ocean-view suites, over 85%
with private verandas
Butler service for every guest
Complimentary wine,
Champagne and spirits
In-suite bar with your beverage choices
Open-seating restaurant with menu
selections by Relais & Châteaux
A choice of speciality restaurants
Included gratuities

For more information or a copy of our 2015 Worldwide Voyages brochure, please contact
your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

THE PREMIER CRUISE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

fantasy
En route to the Four Seasons Resort Maldives
at Landaa Giraavaru, and (right) a gazebo
between two of its overwater villas.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOOK
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islands

Splash down in the Maldives for villas, reef life,
and beaches beyond compare. BY JUSTIN PAUL
MARCH | APRIL 2015
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b

ookmark the beach read.

Cancel the snapper carpaccio. Excuse the masseuse for a moment or what
have you – you’re going to want to take this call.
Far-flung beach escapes allow travellers to drop off the radar without resurfacing until it’s time to check in for flights home. So it’s a bit ironic that
within minutes of landing on the Maldives’ Baa Atoll, a speck most world
maps don’t bother showing, I’m handed a cell phone and instructed to keep
it with me during daylight hours. I call it the “Indian Ocean Batphone” because its ring summons my chauffeured speedboat, which puts me in direct
contact with giant winged creatures of the deep. Here’s how it works: When
marine biologists at the Four Seasons’ Landaa Giraavaru resort spot manta
rays feeding nearby, they alert interested guests, who then have 15 minutes to
drop everything, grab snorkels and swimsuits (if they’re not already wearing them), and report to the jetty
for the 20-minute race out to Hanifaru Bay’s UNESCO Biosphere Reserve reefs.
“Mr. Paul! Mr. Paul!” an excited instructor beckons as our dive boat returns to the pier one morning. “We
tried to reach you. The mantas are here!” Such is life in the Maldives: One minute you’re reacquainting yourself with sea turtles, tuna, and reef sharks 15 metres below; a half hour later your breath quickens in a snorkel
as trains of the batlike rays swoop in and loop-de-loop a metre away.
Stretched out in a chain from the equator to some 595 kilometres off India’s southern tip, the
Maldives’ 26 atolls and nearly 1,200 islands are known for massive overwater villas, supermodel-ready
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Schools of
snapper, big tuna,
and reef shark
after reef shark
stream by like
conveyor-belt
amusement-park
props. Above,
clouds of triggerfish
darken the sky.

Water worlds: Exploring Rasdhoo Atoll and
(opposite) greeting South Malé at sunrise.
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Clockwise from top left: Refreshed on arrival at Four Seasons Landaa
Giraavaru, island essentials, framing the shot at Dhangethi village,
and a manta ray cruising Baa Atoll.
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sand spits, and lagoons and inlets that somehow prove prettier in person than
in photos.
With temperatures ranging from ranging from 25 to 30 degrees, almost exactly
12 hours of daylight year-round, and the most private-island resorts on the planet,
the potential for sloth runs high, but chances are you won’t hole up on your plunge
pool’s deck marking time between sunscreen applications. Resort options range from
cooking classes to golf to visiting local villages, and of course there’s amazing snorkelling, diving, sailing, and myriad other water sports.
“The number-one misperception of the Maldives is that there’s nothing to do except
lie in the sun,” says Linara Travel president Lindsey Wallace, an Indian Ocean specialist who has stayed at more than 60 of the country’s resorts during his two dozen trips.
“You’re somewhat captive at resorts, so having a travel advisor who knows your interests and can help pick the right spot is more important here than elsewhere. Luckily, the
sheer concentration of luxury resorts creates competition to differentiate properties
from each other.”
Nearly all of the Maldives’ 100-plus resorts start with the same building block: a flat
coral sand bank rarely more than a metre wide, ringed by reef. Sharing Baa Atoll’s 75
islets with resorts such as Soneva Fushi, the Four Seasons Landaa Giraavaru spreads
out over a formerly overgrown coconut plantation, now meticulously tamed into an
intimate jungle setting. The 18-hectare hideaway prides itself on its ayurvedic spa and
team of marine biologists, who welcome guests of the 103 overwater and beach villas to
participate in conservation programmes.

a

FTER A 30-MINUTE SEAPLANE FLIGHT FROM MALÉ,
I arrive at my Landaa Giraavaru villa to find a black beach cruiser
parked at the garden door, personalised with my initials in woodblock letters on its basket. Two grand thatched-roof structures
stand behind the villa’s reclaimed coral wall: one an airy blue-andwhite bedroom suite, and the other an open-air, sand-floor living
room with a spiral staircase leading up to the loft’s hammock. A double daybed flanks
the private lap pool, its canopy billowing softly in the breeze. Out towards the surf, a
keyhole cut in the foliage for beach access frames a voyeuristic heron, which bobs its
head twice in silent recognition before stalking away.
Though a negligible distance from the capital, the Four Seasons and a handful of other resorts claim their own time zone, one hour ahead of Malé. It seems like a cheeky,
world-is-what-you-make-it stunt at first, but it realigns sunset with a more respectable
time for drinks and dinner – lamb tagine at Lebanese restaurant Al Barakat or Fuego
Grill’s catch of the day? – and also provides a welcome extra hour of sleep before sunrise.
After an early breakfast the next morning, I roll
up to the dive centre to find the bike rack nearly
full and the shop buzzing with guests booking
scuba classes and gearing up for the morning
two-tank dive. Soon it’s fins on, mask down,
big stride, and splash …
president and Supreme
• The highest point in
The first thing you notice about diving in
the Maldives is less than
Court granted exclusive
the Maldives is the water’s warmth, even at
two metres above sea
licences for resorts.
depth. After a few dives, you’ll likely skip wetlevel. If climate change
But don’t think about
suits for the freedom of swimwear and a rash
forecasts hold, overwabringing in booze from
guard. As we descend to the reef, the next
ter bungalows will be all
duty free.
noteworthy feature drifts into view: fish,
that’s left of the world’s
the sheer quantity of which makes up for
lowest-lying country.
the water’s slight murkiness. Though I’ve
had better visibility, no one’s complaining.
• Yes, there’s happy
Besides, the plankton-rich currents are why
hour. Though the ultramy Batphone is ringing, unanswered, above.
conservative wing of
I barely have time to drop gear at the dive
the Islamic government
centre before the speedboat’s engines rumble
spooked resorts by
to life. We arrive at Hanifaru’s reefs to find a
banning alcohol (and
family of five treading water while another
pork and spas), the

did you know?
• Malé is home to
the world’s busiest
seaplane fleet; its
120,000-plus flights
transferred roughly 1
million travellers in 2014.
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Closer. Still closer.
Holy mother, it’s
within arm’s reach –
then a flash of white
underbelly and the
manta gracefully
glides around you.

couple peer down from dead
man’s floats until the biologist
resurfaces and signals us to swim
his way. Though they’re harmless
(manta rays don’t bite or whip
barbed tails like stingrays), surrounding yourself with feedingfrenzied creatures whose wingspan
approaches twice your size takes
getting used to. First there’s a
shadow, then two – no three,
four – drafting like race cars.
Suddenly, off to the right, you
realise that the black void bearing
down on you is a pumpkin-size
mouth wider than your shoulders. Closer. Still closer. Holy mother, it’s within arm’s reach – then
a flash of white underbelly and the manta gracefully glides around you.
By my count we swim with about a dozen, “an average day,” according to Guy Stevens,
founder and CEO of the research and conservation Manta Trust, which has outposts in numerous tropical destinations and uses Landaa Giraavaru as a base in the Maldives. “There really is
nowhere else on the planet that compares to Baa Atoll for sheer quality and quantity of manta
ray encounters,” he says, noting that their greatest concentrations occur from May through
November during the southwest monsoon season. “A good day is 30 to 50; an epic day would
be 200-plus.”
Once the mantas move on to other hunting grounds, we head back to the resort, where a small
rebar dome awaits. Since the early 2000s, Four Seasons guests have had the chance to help
reestablish reef habitat by sponsoring coral frames. Thousands have participated, zip-tying
live coral fragments to the domes with a marine biologist and then following the coral’s growth
through biannual photo updates online. By the time we drop my dome into the ocean, it’s late
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Clockwise from top left: Commuting at Landaa Giraavaru,
searching for whale sharks from the Explorer’s dive boat,
a good-luck sand carving, and snorkelling off the yacht’s
picnic island. Opposite: Beach Barbecuing 101.
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Clockwise from left: Marine biologist Sarah Davies
on the dive deck, the Explorer and its crew, and the
chef’s take on masuni – the traditional Maldivian
breakfast of spiced tuna salad and chapati.
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afternoon and I realise I forgot about lunch. Then again, the traditional
dhoni boat is about to set out for sunset fishing. And the brisk breeze
picking up means the kiteboarders and windsurfers will be out at
the beach club. So much for sloth.

p

Go to marinesavers.
com and enter frame
number LG2326 to view
Virtuoso Life’s budding coral
colony at Landaa Giraavaru.
To sponsor a colony or as a
gift for your favourite diver,
email mdcmanager.mlg@
fourseasons.com.

LEASE PLACE YOUR SHOES HERE,” THE
cruise director says with a smile. “We don’t allow
them on board.” After three days of diving, spaing, and soaking up sun, I trade island trappings
for the Four Seasons Explorer, which travel advisors
incorporate into custom itineraries for surfers, divers,
and aspiring mega-yachters whose ship has yet to come in. It’s a festive
bon voyage for our party: a Nebraskan couple celebrating his 50th birthday, a
Swedish husband and wife marking their 30th anniversary, and a couple from London who
saw the 22-passenger ship on a previous holiday in the islands and anticipated cruising on it
ever since. With no pretensions and a staff of 25 looking after us for the next five days, we’re
off to a promising start.
The first glimpse of what’s in store comes that afternoon at Rasdhoo Atoll, as our dive
guide motions us to clip onto a grappling hook and hold our position in the current streaming
over the coral ridge line. Schools of snapper, big tuna, and reef shark after reef shark stream
by like conveyor-belt amusement-park props. Above, clouds of triggerfish darken the sky.
“Suuu-PERB!” exclaims our companion from London upon surfacing, in what will become
his trademark assessment of everything from the chef’s sashimi and fiery Thai beef salad to
the shrimp, squid, and sleeping boxfish we spot on a nighttime drift dive (not to mention the
hot chocolate and warm towels that welcome us back on board). Though the ship is geared towards scuba enthusiasts, with three dives a day and nitrox and advanced certification classes
offered, quite a few of the Explorer’s passengers never don more than a snorkel. Still others
use it as a personal pleasure cruiser, visiting local villages, waterskiing, and going for the
occasional dip, or tallying up islands from the top-deck sun loungers, watching the horizon
unzip as waves peel across distant reefs.
“That one makes 18,” I tell a shipmate, as we survey the surrounding islands at Ari Atoll.
Judging from the stilted bungalows at a few, I’m sure they’re all splendid – suuu-PERB! even.
But for sheer castaway fantasy, none compares to the one our captain zeros in on.
“Welcome to our picnic island,” the yacht’s loudspeaker crackles, as the anchor chain’s
rattle goes silent and a Zodiac laden with beach gear zooms off for shore. A mere ten
minutes’ walk in circumference – perhaps 15 by sea kayak – it’s ours alone for an afternoon
of beach games, paddleboarding, fishing, or massages in the
leeward side’s shade. At sunset, the barbecue commences with
beef and chicken satays and mai tais served in fresh coconuts.
WHEN TO GO With temperaA parade of salads greets us at the long candlelit table dug out of
tures averaging around
sand, followed by prawns, lobster, reef fish, New Zealand lamb
27 and a location out of
chops, and grass-fed Australian steak – all grilled to perfection
the monsoon storm track,
beneath a palm tree a few steps away.
the Maldives are a yearWe have eaten exceedingly well by any standard, much less
round destination. The
for a live-aboard yacht, but the starlit meal in the middle of
surf season runs February
nowhere is one of those how-did-they-pull-this-off? moments
through October; June
that furthers Maldivian lore. A handful of dives, two village
through October brings
visits, and an underwater confab with one massive Napoyour best chance to see
leon fish later, we disembark on North Malé Atoll to prepare
Baa Atoll’s manta rays
for the journey home. The boat’s gentle rock sticks with me
and whale sharks.
long after I’ve cleared the pier, a phantom muscle memory I
haven’t felt as strongly since childhood sessions at the rollGO Explore Baa, Raa, and
er rink. Sure, it’ll wear off in a bit; I’ll step off the plane and
Ari atolls with Island Desclaim baggage with the same stride I had before. But maybe –
tinations’ eight-day, roundhopefully – there’s something in that deep-blue Maldivian
trip cruise from North Malé
water that makes the mind simply refuse to let go.
aboard the 22-passenger

Four Seasons Explorer,
which includes three dives
daily, village visits, picnics
on deserted islands, and all
meals. Departures: Multiple
dates through 2015.
Live the overwater villa
life and cruise atolls too:
Linara Travel’s nine-day
adventure combines four
nights at the Park Hyatt
Maldives Hadahaa with the
Four Seasons Explorer’s
five-day cruise from
Baa Atoll to North Malé.
Departures: Multiple dates
through 2015. »
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Chain Reaction

8 resorts that will have you planning return trips to the Maldives.
CHEVAL BLANC RANDHELI

45 VILLAS
GO FOR: Museum-quality artwork, clean
architectural lines, and each villa’s
12-metre-long lap pool. A bit more formal
than other Maldivian resorts, this Noonu
Atoll property offers some of the country’s
finest dining at Le 1947 restaurant.

FOUR SEASONS RESORT MALDIVES AT
LANDAA GIRAAVARU

103 VILLAS
GO FOR: A great dive school and the chance
to join marine biologists researching
mantas on Baa Atoll’s UNESCO World
Biosphere reefs.

ONE&ONLY REETHI RAH

128 VILLAS

Malé

SONEVA FUSHI

GO FOR: Twelve beaches and
the most activities of the country’s
resorts. Its Japanese restaurant
receives daily seafood deliveries
from Tokyo and Osaka (to complement
the local catch).

58 VILLAS
GO FOR: Baa Atoll marine life and a casual,
family-friendly vibe, with villas ranging
up to nine bedrooms.

TAJ EXOTICA RESORT & SPA, MALDIVES
GILI LANKANFUSHI MALDIVES

64 VILLAS

45 VILLAS

GO FOR: Convenience (the resort is 15
minutes by boat from Malé), one of the
country’s most impressive lagoons,
and a renowned spa with mud bathing
and ayurveda pavilions.

JUMEIRAH DHEVANAFUSHI

35 VILLAS
GO FOR: North Huvadhoo marine life, an overwater spa with treatments ranging
from Maldivian sand compresses to rosemilk baths, and massive villas with lofted
ceilings, private pools, and butlers.
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PARK HYATT MALDIVES HADAHAA

50 VILLAS
GO FOR: Modern villas with
floor-to-ceiling windows just 56
kilometres north of the equator –
and the best house reef for
snorkelling.
MICHAEL NEWHOUSE

GO FOR: Villas with rooftop terraces and
stilted homes equipped with personal
motorboats for groups and families.
Its Private Reserve residence is a
1,400-square-metre palace with a spa,
cinema, and waterslide from the top
deck into the private lagoon.

BAHAMAS | CAPE TOWN | DUBAI | GREAT BARRIER REEF
LOS CABOS | MALDIVES | MAURITIUS

Stay 7 Nights, Pay 5*
Enjoy daily breakfast for two and complimentary roundtrip transfers
plus exclusive Virtuoso amenities.
FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
*Special terms and conditions apply

COME MEET
YOUR PLANET
AFRICA ~ ANTARCTICA ~ INDIA ~ LATIN AMERICA ~ NORTH AMERICA

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
ARABIAN NIGHTS, WITH EXCLUSIVE US$100 DINING BONUS
Enchanting evenings are easy to come by at Shangri-La Hotel Qaryat Al Beri, Abu Dhabi, a
bewitching bastion of luxury in this modern metropolis. With a variety of accommodation, a
world-class spa, and its own souk (a traditional Arabian market), this is a sophisticated choice
for both business and pleasure pursuits. A winding waterway connects the hotel’s varied
sections, ferrying guests along in traditional abras, or Arabian boats. Everywhere, Arabic decor,
muted warm tones, and verdant garden areas create a soothing world—despite easy proximity
to the city centre, airport, and golf course.
At the hotel’s souk, shop for artefacts, artwork, jewellery, and clothing, then later, stroll the
private beach by the glow cast by a majestic orange sunset. Perhaps you’ll end your day with a
Four Hands Harmonizing Massage at CHI, The Spa. When work beckons—if it does—enjoy
thoughtful amenities such as an IT Butler, laundry and valet service, car rental service, city
and boat shuttles, Wi-Fi access, and translation services.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until 15 May 2015. Virtuoso amenities include 20
percent off spa treatments; a room upgrade, early check-in, and late checkout, if available; buffet breakfast
for two daily; welcome amenities; and a US$100 (approx. AU$128/NZ$133) dining credit.

NOW DEBUTING - BACCARAT HOTEL & RESIDENCES NY
Experience Baccarat Hotel & Residences New York, a Parisian-inspired maison boasting 114
rooms and suites. Come enjoy the first Spa de La Mer in the United States; Chevalier, Baccarat’s
signature restaurant; a seductive Bar; a 24-hour fitness centre; and 17-metre swimming pool.
Virtuoso rates from US$859 (approx. AU$1,101/NZ$1,139) per room, per night. Available March 2015.
Virtuoso amenities include a room upgrade, upon availability; US$100 (approx. AU$128/NZ$133)
dining credit; breakfast for two daily; and more.

YACHTING ON THE DALMATIAN COAST
With only 112 guests aboard catered to by the five-star service of 95 crew members, SeaDream
Yacht Club stands behind the “It’s yachting, not cruising” motto. Use your US$200 (approx.
AU$256/NZ$265) SeaDream Spa credit to extend the luxurious pampering, then hop on a
mountain bike in Kotor, sip rare wines in Positano, or snorkel off the coast of Sicily. Your fare
includes Shoreside Crew Casuals, crew-led excursions into the secrets of your destination.
Virtuoso fares from US$5,426 (approx. AU$6,957/NZ$7,196 per person, double occupancy. SeaDream I
departs 8 August 2015.

PARIS MINI-BREAK
Live like a local at Esprit Saint Germain on the Left Bank, where this residential-style hotel
welcomes Virtuoso guests with aplomb. Tucked away behind an 18th-century facade, you’ll
find an intimate ambience with just 28 guest rooms and discreet, personalised service. Stop in
to the living room for a complimentary drink by the fireplace.
Virtuoso rates from EUR 1,680 (approx. AU$2,455/NZ$2,539) for three nights, double occupancy in a
superior room. Available until 31 December 2015. Virtuoso amenities include a room upgrade, if available;
breakfast daily; complimentary bar; wine and French cheeses, breads, and cookies; round-trip transfers;
and more.

MORE MAUI: FIFTH NIGHT FREE
You’ll love your free fifth night at The Fairmont Kea Lani Maui. It means there’s more time
to dine at Ko-, the resort’s plantation era–inspired restaurant; unwind at the acclaimed spa;
watch your kids delight in the children’s program; and stretch out in your spacious
accommodation—this is Hawaii’s only all-suite-and-villa oceanfront resort.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until 14 December 2015. Virtuoso amenities include
a room upgrade, if available; a US$100 (approx. AU$128/NZ$133) spa credit; breakfast for two daily; and
more. Fifth night free subject to availability.

Souvenir

COSTA RICA
Local art, a jungle-music turndown gift, and coffee –
lots of coffee – from Peninsula Papagayo.
Sailing away:
A morning boat excursion.

AMORE JEWELLERY bracelet,
Four Seasons’ artists’ market

TIP: Visit the artists’ market at
Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica
at Peninsula Papagayo (Tuesday
through Saturday, 2 to 10 PM)
to find wood carvings, jewellery,
pottery, paintings, and more
from the Guanacaste region.

Good-night goody
from boutique hotel Villa
Manzu – slide the mallet
out of the frog’s mouth,
drag it down his back, and
listen to his croak.

CAFÉ BRITT candy

chews and whole
beans, cafebritt.com

FEATHER ART by Gerardo

Costa Rica is known for its coffee, so plan to return home with several varieties. For an authentic, robust cup while you’re
there, seek out a presentation of traditional coffee brewing at your hotel or a café. The method involves slowly pouring
piping-hot water through fine grounds, which are held in a chorreador de café – a socklike filter suspended in a wire or wood
frame. If you find yourself hooked, just pick one up at a gift shop; the low-tech, compact contraption travels almost as easily
as Café Britt’s addictive candy chews.
– Mackenzie Schieck
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CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

Pomares, Four Seasons’
artists’ market

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

............ 2013..................... 2014..................... 2015..................... 2016..................... 2017.............

Virtuoso
Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE.
Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso travel advisor ensures your
RETURN on LIFE. From weekend getaways to longer holidays, they collaborate with you on all of your
travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel advisor, but are interested in
connecting with one, please visit virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

www.virtuoso.com

For every trip, long or short, rely on a Virtuoso travel advisor.
There are so many reasons to travel, and they’re as varied as the trips you
dream of taking. Connect with a Virtuoso travel advisor who’ll collaborate
with you to make your travel dreams come true.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently have a travel advisor, it’s easy to find one who’s
right for you using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue at virtuoso.com.

