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Enriching
Journeys

The World Awaits
TRIPS THAT MATTER

TUNISIA MACHU PICCHU
MEXICO THE GRAND CANYON INDIA
THAILAND AND MORE

• New 2-for-1 fares
• $2,000 “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” spending credits
• Free Business or Economy air
• Price guarantee

To learn more about our award-winning service, exotic worldwide destinations
and special 20th Anniversary offers available on most voyages,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Celebrate 20 years of legendary service with Crystal Cruises.

Destinations. Service. Space. Quality. These are just a few of the reasons we’ve been voted World’s Best by the readers of
Condé Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure more than any other cruise line, hotel or resort in history. To honor our World’s Best
award and to celebrate our 20th Anniversary, we’re offering special 20th Anniversary gifts for you: New 2-For-1 Fares; $2,000
“All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” spending credits; free Business or Economy air; and an unparalleled price guarantee.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Destination: Colorful cultures, textured history.
The Mediterranean is all the more amazing with shipboard credits.

The classic destinations of the Mediterranean are all the more amazing when you experience the luxury — and value — of the World’s Best.
Enjoy shipboard credits, 2-For-1 Fares and more. Now is the time to expand your horizons and narrow your choices to Crystal Cruises.
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Date

Destination

Itinerary

Theme

Ship

Apr 29
May 25
Jun 2
Jun 6
Jun 25
Jul 7
Jul 19
Jul 31
Aug 12
Aug 24

Med. & W. Europe
Mediterranean
Med. & W. Europe
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Black Sea
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Black Sea

London to Rome
Venice to Barcelona
Rome to London
Barcelona to Athens
Venice to Athens
Athens to Venice
Venice to Istanbul
Istanbul to Barcelona
Barcelona to Venice
Venice to Istanbul

WF
WF

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

FS
20th

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Couple

Brochure
Fare

Special
2-For-1 Fare

$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000

$10,350
$11,280
$9,690
$11,280
$12,930
$12,930
$13,290
$12,940
$12,940
$12,940

$5,175
$5,640
$4,845
$5,640
$6,465
$6,465
$6,645
$6,470
$6,470
$6,470

Discover the genius of Gaudí, Picasso and Miró in the art-infused city of Barcelona. A visit to Turkey affords a look into the ancient world with
excursions to the famed archaeological site of Ephesus. In Italy, the finely tuned power of a Ferrari can be yours to experience with a drive through
Tuscany. Or, use your “As You Wish” credits and let us create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you.
Experiences of Discovery®: EA- Emerging Artists FS- Fashion & Style WF- Crystal Wine & Food Festival 20th- 20th Anniversary Celebration
2-For-1 cruise fares are per person, based on double occupancy brochure fares, reflect all promotional savings, do not include port, security and handling charges and are subject to availability. Brochure fares may not have resulted in actual sales and may
not have been in effect during the last 90 days. The up to $2,000 “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” spending credit (based on double occupancy, up to $1,000 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is non-transferable, cannot be used in the
casino or for bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. Free Business Air promotion applies to categories PH, PS, & CP on Europe sailings only; Free Economy Air promotion applies to all other categories
on Europe sailings and all categories on other designated sailings and both promotions are available on select routes and carriers for first two full-fare guests. Round-trip flights must be booked through Crystal Cruises’ Air Department from select gateway
cities. Flight itineraries are booked at Crystal Cruises’ discretion and are subject to flight and class availability at the time of booking. The Crystal Assurance Plan Price Guarantee assures that you will receive the lowest Crystal Cruises-published fare for your
voyage; special programs as designated by Crystal Cruises may not apply. All promotions are capacity-controlled, subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn at any time. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings.
Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Adviser for more details. Fares listed are per person, in
U.S. dollars, cruise only, based on double occupancy for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacity-controlled and do not include port, security and handling charges or airfare. All fares, itineraries and
shore excursions are subject to change. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2009 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Destination: Natural wonders, manmade marvels.
Northern Europe is all the more beautiful with inclusive air.

From the fjords of Norway to the palaces of the czars, Northern Europe boasts sights that will amaze and delight. Equally amazing is
inclusive Business Class or Economy air, available on all 2010 Northern Europe, Mediterranean and Trans-Atlantic voyages.
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Jun 21
Jul 2
Jul 13
Jul 28
Aug 14
Aug 25

Baltic Sea & Russia
Baltic Sea & Russia
N. Cape/Arctic Circle
Baltic Sea & Russia
Baltic Sea & Russia
British Isles

London to Stockholm
Stockholm to Copenhagen
Copenhagen to Stockholm
Stockholm to Copenhagen
Stockholm to Copenhagen
Round-trip London

EA

Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony
Crystal Symphony

20th

“As You Wish”
Credit Per Couple

$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000

Brochure
Special
Fare 2-For-1 Fare

$10,790
$10,790
$14,880
$11,240
$11,490
$11,590

$5,395
$5,395
$7,440
$5,620
$5,745
$5,795

Float high above Stockholm in a hot-air balloon. Glimpse the lives of powerful rulers and ordinary people in St. Petersburg with visits to the
palaces of the czars and excursions to countryside homes. Exploring the North Cape brings you the wonders of nature. And if you have a
dream excursion in mind, why not use your “As You Wish” credits and let us create a Crystal Private Adventure just for you?
Begin relaxing before you even leave home with our Price Guarantee. All guests are guaranteed the best applicable fare, and you’ll enjoy
our lowest minimum cruise deposits ever and our new relaxed cancellation policy. Plus, book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive
exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:*
• Competitive cruise fares
• Pre-paid onboard gratuities
• Personable onboard host

• Onboard welcome reception
• Full day shore event or credit for customized options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the
World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

Sentient Charter is a program of Sentient Flight Group, LLC (“Sentient”). Sentient arranges flights on behalf of clients with FAR Part 135 air carriers that exercise full operational control of charter flights at all times. Flights will be operated by FAR
Part 135 air carriers that have been certified to provide service for Sentient and that meet all FAA safety standards and additional safety standards established by Sentient. (Refer to www.sentientflight.com/standards for details.)

expect more / enjoy more

Sentient Charter is all about value…without tradeoffs. At a time when value and flexibility
are more important than ever, Sentient Charter provides access to the highest quality aircraft
at an extraordinary price point through its network of carefully certified operators. With
unbeatable personal service and uncompromising commitment to safety—Sentient Charter
will always have the right jet available when and where you need it.

Sentient Charter is proud to be a Virtuoso
Preferred Partner. To book a trip, please call
your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Discovery
AN AFFORDABLE LUXURY

Discover the allure of the Old World and splendor of the New. With more time in port,
immerse yourself in the vibrant history, culture and cuisine of more than 200 global destinations.
Your Oceania Cruises’ home away from home awaits you with a refined yet relaxed ambiance that
ensures your absolute comfort. Our staff warmly welcomes you as you savor the culinary creations
of Master Chef Jacques Pépin or simply relax with a massage in our Canyon Ranch SpaClub®.
Discover a world of
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Price Reduction

OFF

2 FOR 1 CRUISE FARES WITH FREE AIRFARE
per stateroom*

plus VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE $100 CANYON RANCH SPACLUB

®

CREDIT

Venetian Rhapsody

Classical Delights

B A R C E L O N A T O AT H E N S

BARCELONA TO VENICE

14-DAY VOYAGE

14-DAY VOYAGE

April 18, 2010 onboard Insignia

July 10, 2010 onboard Nautica

"ARCELONA s 0ALMA DE -ALLORCA s 0ROVENCE -ARSEILLE
&LORENCE0ISA ,IVORNO s 2OME #IVITAVECCHIA s 3ORRENTO#APRI
4AORMINA s 5MBRIA s 6ENICE overnight s $UBROVNIK s #ORFU
:AKINTHOS s !THENS 0IRAEUS

"ARCELONA s 0ALMA DE -ALLORCA s 0ROVENCE -ARSEILLE
-ONTE #ARLO s 0ORTOFINO s &LORENCE0ISA ,IVORNO
#INQUE 4ERRE ,A 3PEZIA s 2OME #IVITAVECCHIA s 3ORRENTO#APRI
!MALFI0OSITANO s 4AORMINA s #ORFU s +ORCULA s 6ENICE overnight

Full Brochure Veranda
Fares from
$
12,398 per guest

Virtuoso Veranda Fares from

$

5,673 per guest
WITH FREE AIRFARE

Full Brochure Veranda
Fares from
$
13,398 per guest

Virtuoso Veranda Fares from

$

6,133 per guest
WITH FREE AIRFARE

Windmills and Wonders

Ionian Inspiration

AMSTERDAM TO LONDON

VENICE TO ROME

12-DAY VOYAGE

12-DAY VOYAGE

July 11, 2010 onboard Insignia

July 24, 2010 onboard Nautica

!MSTERDAM s "RUGES :EEBRUGGE s 2OTTERDAM
+IEL #ANAL 4RANSIT s #OPENHAGEN s 'OTHENBURG s /SLO
!NTWERP s 0ARIS ,E (AVRE s 3AINT -ALO
0ORTLAND $ORSET s ,ONDON $OVER

6ENICE overnight s $UBROVNIK overnight s +OTOR
#ORFU s 4AORMINA s 3ORRENTO#APRI s !MALFI0OSITANO
&LORENCE0ISA ,IVORNO s -ONTE #ARLO s #INQUE 4ERRE ,A 3PEZIA
0ORTOFINO s 2OME #IVITAVECCHIA

Full Brochure Veranda
Fares from
$
11,598 per guest

Virtuoso Veranda Fares from

$

5,293 per guest
WITH FREE AIRFARE

Full Brochure Veranda
Fares from
$
11,598 per guest

Virtuoso Veranda Fares from

$

5,243 per guest
WITH FREE AIRFARE

Offer expires December 31, 2009. Special Offer discounts and $100 spa credit are per stateroom based on double occupancy. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise Ship Fuel
Surcharge may apply. The Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. All fares and Special Offers are subject to availability, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at
any time without prior notice. 2 for 1 Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares do not include Prepaid Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees, and personal charges, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket
Contract which may be viewed at www.OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories and may not have been in effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in effect after the expiration date.
Free Airfare promotion applies to economy, round-trip flights only from select Oceania Cruises U.S. & Canadian gateways and does not include ground transfers. Free Airfare is available only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD,
DFW, DEN, IAH, LAX, MIA, JFK, EWR, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SFO, SEA, TPA, YYZ, YVR, IAD. Special Offer Fare includes all surcharges, airline fees and government taxes. Airline imposed baggage charges may apply. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian
gateways at an additional charge. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete terms
and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. NOV0909
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where southern california finds the very best

SOUTH COAST PLAZA
280

boutiques

30

restaurants

4

performing arts venues

CHLOÉ • OSCAR DE LA RENTA • CARTIER • ROLEX • HARRY WINSTON • CHANEL • LALIQUE
CHRISTIAN DIOR • HERMÈS • BALENCIAGA • VERSACE • BACCARAT • MIU MIU
BVLGARI • CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN • LOUIS VUITTON • BOTTEGA VENETA • GUCCI
Partial Listing

BLOOMINGDALE’S • NORDSTROM • SAKS FIFTH AVENUE • MACY’S

For travel information call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
SAN DIEGO FWY (405) AT BRISTOL ST., COSTA MESA, CA 800.782.8888 TRAVELER.SOUTHCOASTPLAZA.COM
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So much to undo.

Mind, body and spirit. The Sierra Madre, Banderas Bay
and the shining result of their union, Puerto Vallarta.
Add spa treatment after spa treatment, enlightened cuisine
and ample sunshine, and you’ll achieve blissful balance before
your first sunset. To learn more information, visit our website.

VisitPuertoVallarta.com

LUXURY GOES EXPLORING®

GRAND ASIA PACIFIC

THE FAR CORNER OF THE WORLD
Journey westward aboard Seven Seas Navigator. Set your sights on the gilded temples and ancient rituals of
China and Japan, and revel in the sublime beauty of Vietnam. Sail across the Java Sea to the emerald terraces and misty volcanoes of Bali, and along Australia’s less traveled West Coast. Then continue on to the
splendor of New Zealand and the paradise islands of the South Pacific, an epic journey from the sublime
to the divine. Sail for the full 103 nights or on one of five shorter segments – the choice is yours.

2-FOR-1 FARES, FREE AIR, FREE UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS mirp
INCLUDES AN ADDITIONAL $1,000 OFF PER PERSON ON SELECT VOYAGES
Offer expires December 31, 2009
DATE

NIGHTS

FROM / TO

2-FOR-1 FARE,
FREE AIR plus
ADDITIONAL SAVINGS

Sep 8

7

Vancouver to Anchorage

$

3,380

Sep 15

18

Anchorage to Beijing

$

8,775

Oct 4

22

Oct 26

Beijing to Bangkok

$

14,100

21

Bangkok to Sydney

$

10,785

Nov 16

15

Sydney to Auckland

$

Dec 1

20

Auckland to San Francisco

10,725
$

6,645

2010 GRAND ASIA PACIFIC FULL VOYAGE
SEPTEMBER 8 | 103 NIGHTS | VANCOUVER TO SAN FRANCISCO | FARES FROM $42,080
INCLUDES FREE FIRST CLASS AIR AND OTHER SPECIAL AMENITIES. CALL FOR DETAILS.

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

THE MOST INCLUSIVE
LUXURY CRUISE EXPERIENCE
t 2-for-1 Fares on all sailings
if booked by December 31, 2009
t FREE Economy Class Air on all
2010 voyages
t Business Class Air upgrade $999
per person, each way on select voyages
t FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions
t All gratuities included
t Complimentary beverages including fine
wines and premium spirits, soft drinks,
bottled water, coffee and tea served
throughout the ship
t FREE in-suite mini-bar replenished daily
with soft drinks, beer and bottled water
t No additional charge for
Government Fees and Taxes

SEVEN SEAS NAVIGATOR DISTINCTIONS
t 490 guests, all-suite, 90% with balconies
t Three restaurants including the
new Prime 7 Restaurant
t Canyon Ranch SpaClub®
t Complimentary 24-hour room service

VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL PARTY AND
EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT ON ALL DATES
Offer expires 12/31/2009. Discounts and amenities are per person based on double occupancy. $1,000 additional savings does not apply to 11/16 sailing. Fares listed are cruise only in U.S. dollars, per person, based on
double occupancy. Government fees and taxes relating to the Cruise Fare are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply. All fares and offers are for new bookings only, subject to availability, may not be combinable
with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. 2 for 1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; all fares are cruise only, and do not include Prepaid Charges,
Optional Facilities and Services Fees, and personal charges, as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at www.RSSC.com. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in
actual sales in all cabin categories and may not have been in effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in effect after the expiration date. Air promotion applies to economy, round-trip flights only from
select U.S. & Canadian gateways. Free Airfare is available only from the following gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, IAD, ORD, DFW, DEN, IAH, LAX, MIA, MSP, EWR, JFK, LGA, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SFO, SEA, TPA, YYZ
and YVR. Advertised fare includes all surcharges, airline fees and government taxes. Airline imposed baggage charges may apply. Air add-ons apply for other gateways and for additional guests in the suite. Air routing,
scheduling and air carrier are at the discretion of RSSC. Business Class Air upgrades apply to international flights and may not apply to U.S. domestic or intra-continental flights within North America, Europe, South
America, Asia or Africa. Business Class Air upgrade may require a complimentary hotel night. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursion Reservations are accepted on a first come, first served basis and subject to availability.
Supplement will apply on Regent Choice excursions and excludes Private Arrangements and all Adventures Ashore programs. Restrictions apply and penalties apply 36 hours prior to shore excursion start date. FREE Air
and Air Upgrade Offers are not combinable with 3rd and/or 4th guests in a suite. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any
time. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ship’s Registry: Bermuda. © 2009 Regent Seven Seas Cruises. NA_AP_09493

t Butler service in categories C and
above, including in-suite bar setup and
SoundDock® and iPod®
t Interactive television with extensive
media selection and complimentary
movies on demand
t Wireless access throughout the ship

EDITOR’S NOTE
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Hard at work (really): At a recent Virtuoso conference in Las Vegas, senior editors Marika Cain
(left) and Justin Paul and I met with representatives from 800 travel companies to find out what’s
in store for 2010.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

COMING IN JANUARY/FEBRUARY: Virtuoso Life’s Europe Issue

*“Fourth night free” offer cannot be combined with any other
offers and is subject to avail
availability
ability and blackout dates.
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Miami to the south of us. Fort Lauderdale to the north of us. Not a single destination above us.
Experience shopping like never before at the fashion-forward Bal Harbour Shops, just a stroll away from our beachfront hotels.
Nourish the mind, body and soul with exclusive beach side workouts by David Barton, and Kids Club programs designed by the Miami Childrens Museum.
Stir the senses with the cultural offerings of the New World Symphony and culinary originals at one of several taste-tempting Bal Harbour restaurants.
Bal Harbour, where life meets style.

www.BalHarbourFlorida.com

BalHarb_Virtu_1PageAd copy.indd 1
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P R O M OT I O N

travelmart
VIRTUOSO

®

THE POWER OF ONE TO ONE

More than 1,200 of the industry’s leading travel advisors from premier agencies in 19 countries joined nearly 1,500 representatives from
the world’s best travel companies at the 21st Annual Virtuoso Travel Mart held at Bellagio in Las Vegas. The programs hosted at this
event provided the latest in professional development training, offered groundbreaking direction for the future, and connected Virtuosoaffiliated travel advisors with preferred travel providers from around the globe by way of scheduled one-to-one meetings, giving
advisors the contacts and access they need to deliver the top travel experiences for their clients.

Advisor Quartette. (L to R): Molly Naftolin, Lori Green, Lauren Caplan, and Judy Demone of
The Travel Network Corp.

Top Honors. Matthew Upchurch and Kristi Jones, Virtuoso, flank Teresa
Perez, Teresa Perez Tours, who took home the award for Top Virtuoso
Production, Latin America, at the annual Awards Gala.
Welcome to Vegas. Bellagio staff members, many who came in to work on their day off,
extended a warm welcome, complete with applause and “high fives,” to Virtuoso Travel Mart
attendees arriving at the spectacular Bellagio Welcome Reception.

Power Networking. Angela Goicouria,
Virtuoso; Joann Kurtz-Ahlers, Kurtz-Ahlers &
Associates; and Ricci Zuckerman, Worldview
Travel.

Epic Connections. (L to R): Jill Taylor,
Poe Travel; Pedro O’Connor, Epic Private
Journeys; and Ellison Poe, Poe Travel.

The King of Bling. “Liberace” took a break from entertaining the crowd to
pose with Cathie Inman (L) and Hope Yonge (R) of Sixth Star Travel.

Adventures in Chile. Raul Buenaventura and Ana Maria Varela, explora en
Patagonia & Atacama share the wonders of Chile with Virtuoso travel
advisors at the VAST Globe Trotting event.

Experts from Down Under. (L to R): Sherron Mckie, Andi Von
Zeppelin, and Jacki Whitlock of Zeppelin Travel.

Modern-Day Master. “Extreme artist” Jean Francois Detaille entertained guests at the Destination Showcase Dinner by speedily painting portraits upside down, including this depiction of the Statue of Liberty.

Business Meetings. Jean-Francois Vary, Fairmont Heritage Place, Ghirardelli Square, met with
a Virtuoso-affiliated travel advisor during one of 252,738 individual one-to-one appointments
that took place over four days.

Crystal Clear Colleagues. (L to R): Paul Girouard, Hedwige Roessler, Bill
Smith, and Jeanne Underwood of Crystal Cruises.

Best of the Best. Park Hyatt Shanghai won the 2009 Virtuoso Hotel of the Year award.
(L to R): Albert Herrera, Virtuoso; Richard Lebowitz, Hyatt International; Matthew Upchurch,
Virtuoso; Etienne Dalancon, Park Hyatt Shanghai; and Terrie Hansen, Virtuoso.

Dancing Duo. Rene Beauchamp, Four Seasons Provence Terre Blanche, and
Brenda Warwick, C Travel Company, connected for an impromptu twirl.
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There are some things money can’t buy. For a midnight climb to
the summit oF Kilimanjaro where you’ll watch the sunrise
From the rim oF a crater, there’s World Elite® MasterCard.®

World Elite® MasterCard ® offers access to truly unique travel experiences,
as well as airport lounge access, 24/7 concierge service and a variety
of travel benefits and rewards. Learn more at priceless.com/we
MasterCard and the MasterCard Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. ©2008 MasterCard

A Match Made for Paradise

Your Virtuoso® Affiliated Travel Advisor + Your World Elite MasterCard®
Your Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor + World Elite MasterCard together provide you with a host
of special travel benefits. Simply reserve your travel experience through your Virtuoso affiliated
travel advisor and pay in full with your World Elite MasterCard to receive:
Complimentary companion tickets, Business Class upgrades and savings on private jet flights.
$125 per person shipboard credit, shore event, welcome reception and services of an onboard host.
Or, in place of the shipboard credit and shore event, receive $250 per person shipboard credit.
Room upgrades (if available), daily breakfast and customized amenities at more than 800 hotels
and resorts worldwide. Plus, receive enhanced suite amenities at more than 150 select hotels.
$250 per person savings with more than 35 tour companies worldwide.
Special car rental offers and complimentary loyalty program membership.
Ask your Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor or visit www.priceless.com/we for full program details
and terms and conditions.

+
Complimentary companion ticket and Business Class upgrade are available for international travel on participating airlines from select cities. MASTERCARD, WORLD ELITE and the MasterCard Brand Mark
are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo and SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.

CONTRIBUTORS

“Kangaroo Island may just be my favorite destination
in the world,” says writer DAVID HOCHMAN (“Hop on
Over,” page 128). “The island has changed since my
first visit 15 years ago – there aren’t so many red dirt
roads and there are a few more tourists these days –
but it still feels like the edge of the world. After three
visits I’m still thinking about visits number four and
five.” Hochman writes for the New York Times, Details,
and Esquire, among other publications.

“Rafting the Grand Canyon
is an experience everyone
should have at least once,”
says contributing editor
KIMBERLY BROWN SEELY
(“Rapid Rewards,” page 86).
“There’s just something
about how small you feel
compared to the canyon’s
vastness: It’s humbling and
energizing and one of those
big life trips to share with
family and friends.” Seely has
traveled to India, Argentina,
Greece, and Antarctica for
Virtuoso Life. She’s currently
working on a book about
sailing the Salish Sea.

ROBERT DRAPER (“Treasures of Tunisia,” page 70),
a contributing writer to
National Geographic, the New
York Times Magazine, and GQ,
became interested in Tunisia
a decade ago while visiting an American diplomat
in the Middle East. “The
diplomat told me that Tunisia
was a unique showcase of
moderate Islam, Western
sophistication, and Mediterranean beauty,” Draper
recalls. “He was begging to
be transferred there. Now I
understand why.”

Seaside, Oregon-based photographer JUSTIN BAILIE
(“Rapid Rewards,” page 86)
specializes in adventure
travel and environmental
assignments. “Floating the
Grand Canyon – easing into
the rhythms of river life,
eating great camp food, and
getting to know your fellow
travelers and guides on a
very personal level – can
change your life and will
definitely make you question
your day job,” he says. “It’s
truly a trip of a lifetime.” Bailie
regularly works with National
Geographic Adventure, Backpacker, and Outside.

Guanajuato

Oaxaca

Service is great,
destinations are better.
Fly with Mexicana to the most
beautiful colonial destinations in
Mexico and take advantage of our
extensive route network to the
rest of the country and Latin
America. Enjoy our excellent on
board service including hot meals
and open bar.

Wide route network, complimentary bar
service and meals. 2 free bags allowed.

Dallas-based writer JIM ATKINSON (“Mexico on a Mission,”
page 78) grew up in San Antonio and became familiar with Mexico as a teenager. “I love colonial Mexico because of its grandeur
and humility,” he says. “Plus, it seems the sun is always shining
and the breeze is always cool – it’s magic.” Atkinson’s stories
have appeared in numerous magazines, including Gourmet,
Travel + Leisure, Town & Country, and Playboy.
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For more information please contact
your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

WORLDVIEW

Map Out
Your Travels
A globe-trotter’s guide
to what’s happening now.

On November 25, Hotel
Jerome celebrates its 120th
birthday with horse-drawn
carriages, a gourmet feast,
ballroom dancing, and an anniversary package that includes
four nights in a junior suite,
tickets to the birthday bash and
Thanksgiving dinner, and two
lift passes for Aspen’s opening
weekend. From $1,889 for two.

Aspen
Los Angeles
Miami

French Laundry chef Thomas
Keller opens Bouchon and
Bar Bouchon, with a raw bar
and wines crafted exclusively
for him, next door to Montage
Beverly Hills in November.

Richard Wiese, ex-president of The Explorers Club of New York,
leads Abercrombie & Kent’s trek to Mount Kilimanjaro’s 19,331-foot
summit. Participants on the 12-day trip aid climate-change research:
$1,200 will be donated in each of their names for weather equipment.
Departure: December 27, 2009; from $8,995.
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A beachside concert kicks off Art Basel
Miami Beach on December 2, ushering
in four days of studio visits and shows
from 250 of the world’s top galleries.

France celebrates the Beaujolais nouveau uncorking
at 12:01 am on November 19. More than 100 parties
will ensue in the region, including a three-day festival
in Beaujeu, the Nouveau Hike to various cellars in
Salles-en-Beaujolais, and two days of wine sampling at
the Beaujolympiades in Lyon.

Oxford University’s Ashmolean Museum
reopens on November 7. Highlights include
Titan’s 1540s painting The Triumph of Love
and Oxford’s first rooftop restaurant.

Oxford
Lyon

Beijing

Dubai
Mumbai

Mount
Kilimanjaro

Aman at Summer Palace
debuts the Beijing Wine
Classic (November 13
through 15) with tastings
and workshops, a dim
sum lunch, and a Kobe
beef dinner paired with
cult cabernets. Doubles
from $3,600, including two
nights’ accommodations
and all meals.

Mumbai’s Taj Mahal
Palace & Tower triumphantly unveils new
guest rooms, restaurants, and the Palace
Lounge this December,
with Palace Wing suites
reopening December
through March. Doubles
from $400.

The world’s tallest skyscraper opens on
December 2. The 2,683-foot-tall Burj
Dubai features double-decker observation
elevators – the world’s fastest – that whisk
visitors skyward at 40 mph.
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True luxury draws from its
surroundings, elevating the finest
achievements of local culture to
grand new heights, creating a
world of vivid color and memory.
The Luxury Collection offers more
than seventy remarkable hotels
and resorts from which to explore
this world of enriching experience.
Experiences, made all the more
rewarding through Virtuoso.

Life is a collection of experiences. Let us be your guide.
The Luxury Collection Hotels & Resorts
Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin your journey at these Virtuoso preferred properties.
Europe Hotel Goldener Hirsch Hotel Bristol Hotel Imperial Santa Marina Resort & Villas Vedema Resort Hotel Grande Bretagne Blue Palace Resort & Spa
Hotel Cala di Volpe Hotel Romaz zino Hotel Pitriz za G rand Hotel, Florence Hotel G rit ti Palace Hotel Pulit zer Convento do Espinheiro Hotel & Spa
Arion Resort & Spa Marques de Riscal Mystique Turnberry Resort Th e Americas San Cristobal Tower Hacienda Temozon The US GRANT The Ballantyne
The Phoenician the Nines SLS Hotel at Beverly Hills The Equinox Golf Resort & Spa The Royal Hawaiian
©2009 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved.

PASSPORT
eXCLUSiVeS, 30 Bon VoYaGe, 32 SUite taLK, 34 CitY to Go, 36 VanitY CaSe, 38

dESTINATIONS, TRENdS, CULTURE, ANd STYLE

Gräfenhain Günter/SiMe/e StOCK PhOtO

Heidelberg Castle lords over the
city from 330 feet above the neckar
river, a tributary of the rhine.

SeaSon’S GreetinGS Looking for a hit of the holiday spirit?
trafalgar tours’ new Rhine River cruise from Basel to Cologne
serves up enough to make good old Saint Nick see flying reindeer.
The 132-passenger River Queen’s eight-day route takes in some
of Europe’s top Christmas destinations: Cologne, home to four
large markets, the biggest of which is at the cathedral and holds
the world record for most lights on a real tree; Strasbourg, which

vies for France’s largest fair and is definitely its oldest (since
1570); and Heidelberg, where visitors can skate to carols at the
market’s outdoor ice rink with stunning views of the castle ruins.
Cruise fares include guided excursions and all meals on board –
just save plenty of room for gingerbread, schnitzel, and mulled
wine. Departures: December 6 and 20, 2009; from $1,999.
bY ELAINE GLUSAC
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eXHIBIt

HALL OF FAME

Hawaiian Hall has reopened at Honolulu’s Bishop Museum. The
three-story Victorian-era gallery was closed for three years for an
extensive renovation and reorganization to tell the story of Native
Hawaiians via antiques and archival photographs. Among the collection’s highlights: wooden artifacts that predate Captain James Cook’s
arrival and the brilliant feather cloak and helmet worn by King
Kamehameha the Great. bishopmuseum.org.
Kamehameha the Great’s cloak
contains 500,000 feathers.

Rise
Above

Head in the sky:
Ballooning in the Serengeti.

vIrgIn gAlActIc news

Prepare
for Liftoff

On December 7,
Virgin Galactic
rolls out the world’s
first commercial
manned spaceship,
SpaceShipTwo. A brief
look at the journey
to space tourism:
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April 12, 1961

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin becomes the
first human in space.

July 20, 1969

May 18, 1996

Ansari X Prize announced:
$10 million for the first private
team to fly consecutive flights
to space within two weeks.

Neil
Armstrong
and Buzz
Aldrin
walk
on the
moon.

June 21, 2004

When nature photographers
want to capture the immensity of
Africa’s Great Migration, they take
to the air. Now guests of Singita
Grumeti Reserves in Tanzania
can follow suit. New hot-air
balloon safaris launch at dawn
and fly up to 1,000 feet above the
Serengeti for spectacular panoramas of the wildebeests and other
wildlife on the plains. From $500
per person (four-person minimum).

September 27, 2004

First private manned
space flight. Mike Melvill pilots SpaceShipOne,
designed by Burt
Rutan’s aerospace firm,
Scaled Composites.

Sir Richard Branson and
Burt Rutan partner to
create the world’s first
commercial manned space
operator, Virgin Galactic.

October 4, 2004

Test pilot
Brian Binnie wins
Ansari X
Prize in
SpaceShipOne.

July 20, 2005

Virgin Galactic sells first
tickets to space; more than
300 future astronauts have
reserved seats to date.

December 6, 2006

Virgin Galactic selects U.S.
Accredited Space Agents,
100 percent of whom are
Virtuoso travel advisors.
Training commences in
February at NASA’s
Kennedy Space Center.

(CLOAK) LINNY MORRIS/BISHOP MUSEUM, (BALLOON) SINgItA gAME RESERvES,
(BEAtLES) ROBERt WHItAKER, (ARMStRONg) NASA/tIME LIfE PICtURES/gEttY IMAgES

Adventure

EXHIBIT

Outsider Art
Scissor-handed boys and
prankster ghosts invade New
York’s Museum of Modern Art
in Tim Burton. Screenings of
Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure, Edward
Scissorhands, Sweeney Todd, and
more of Burton’s 14 feature films
accompany 700-plus illustrations and storyboards from November 22, 2009, through April
26, 2010. moma.org.

Pop stars: Robert Whitaker’s The Beatles
and (right) Blue Girl with Wine by Tim Burton.
EXHIBIT

Battles of the Bands

Beatles to Bowie: The 60s Exposed rekindles London’s rock and roll reign at the National Portrait
Gallery. Photographers such as Cecil Beaton and Norman Parkinson contribute to the exhibit’s 150
images, exploring the rivalry of the Beatles and the Rolling Stones, the fashion of glam rockers, and
such pop-inspiring world events as the first moonwalk, through January 24, 2010. npg.org.uk.

June 12, 2007

Virtuoso travel advisors selected
as the exclusive space agents for
Canada; training commences.

September 4, 2007

January 23, 2008

WhiteKnightTwo and SpaceShipTwo
designs unveiled; Virtuoso Accredited
Space Agents complete a two-day
forum at National Aerospace Training &
Research Center in Philadelphia.

Spaceport
America designs
unveiled in Las
Cruces, New
Mexico, Virgin
Galactic’s future
headquarters.

December 21, 2008
First test flight of
WhiteKnightTwo.

June 18, 2009

Spaceport America
breaks ground.

December 7, 2009

Virgin Galactic will unveil the
world’s first commercial manned
spaceship, SpaceShipTwo.

July 27, 2009
April 28, 2008

Virtuoso’s Central and
South American space
agents chosen.

May 28, 2009

Phase 1 rocket
testing for SpaceShipTwo completed.

WhiteKnightTwo makes
public debut at EAA
AirVenture. Virtuoso
Accredited Space Agents
and confirmed future
astronauts granted VIP
access to the event.
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Pro for a Week
Heli-skiers tracking virgin snow with Canadian
Mountain Holidays can preview K2 BackSide skis on
two new ski demo trips. Guests choose from alpine,
telemark, or touring bindings, then put them to the test
on British Columbia’s Selkirk, Monashee, and Adamant
ranges, providing feedback to K2 engineers to tweak the
prototypes for next fall’s release. Departures: March 13,
(heli-skiing) and April 10, 2010 (heli-assisted ski touring);
from $9,725 and $3,448 respectively, including ski demos,
six-and-a-half days of skiing, all meals, and a pair of K2
BackSide skis upon release.
Fresh tracks in southeastern
British Columbia’s selkirk range.
Books

Bright idea

Great doorways provide a glimpse of cities’ souls. Now
Niven Morgan unlocks their potential at home with the
new hand-poured doors and destinations candles. The
series evokes the look and scent of six of the world’s most
storied locales, such as Marrakech (orange blossom),
New Orleans (gardenia and jasmine), and Paris (blue
cypress and absinthe). $28 at englishrose.com.
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virtuoso LiFe

isLands apart BY KEN MCALPINE

BY NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EDITORS

(Trumpeter Books, $15) In the tradition
of Thoreau, Ken McAlpine’s essays
“look at the world we live in from
a quiet place.” During a week on
each of the five Channel Islands off
Southern California (plus mainland sojourns among war veterans,
homeless buskers, and Benedictine
monks), McAlpine celebrates and
struggles with the gifts of silence
and solitude. The results are careful,
poetic, and often funny observations
of little things – such as caterpillars
rappelling off pine needles – along
with insights into everything from
snobbery to extinction.

(National Geographic, $40) From
still-squirming sushi at a Tokyo fish
market to spicy sausage flatbread in
Sarajevo, Food Journeys of a Lifetime
pares world cultures down to 500
mouthwatering, travel-inspiring bites.
National Geographic’s authors and
editors have cherry-picked the
world’s tastiest experiences, whether
street food or five-star delicacies,
with an emphasis on distinctly
seasonal and regional specialties,
national dishes, and local rituals sure
to enrich any journey.
traveLs to the edge BY ART
WOLFE (The Mountaineers Books, $25)
Inspired by his experiences in wild
and exotic places, acclaimed nature
photographer Art Wolfe now works
toward their protection, most recently
through a public television program
from which this book is drawn. Favorites
include wide-angle panoramas, often
with dramatic cloud-articulated skies
and a surprise – like a fuzzy penguin
chick – in the foreground. In spare prose,
Wolfe provides context for shots from
Madagascar to the Japanese Alps and
reveals his field tricks, such as using a
flashlight to hand-illuminate individual
candelabra cacti during an eight-hour
exposure to astonishing effect.

a shadow FaLLs BY NICK BRANDT
(Abrams, $50) Armed with a mediumformat camera (no telephoto lenses)
and prodigious patience, Nick Brandt
captures East Africa’s disappearing
mammals in large, sepia-toned
images that radiate a tenderness,
dignity, and melancholy rarely
seen in wildlife photography. From
intimate and meticulous portraits
of nuzzling lions and an elephant
with tattered ears blowing in the
wind to panoramas of epic migrations, Brandt poignantly drives home
the immediate need for increased
conservation in Kenya, Tanzania,
and Rwanda. – LISA WOGAN

(BOOKS) IRIDIO SEATTLE

Good Find

Food Journeys oF a LiFetime

Life didn’t begin in Barbados, it was just perfected here.
We invite you to come master the art of fine living.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for reservations today.

PASSPORT EXCLUSIVES

HigH Five

Dip into one of Seattle’s
few heated outdoor pools
at the Four Seasons.

HOt DeALs, trIps, AND HOteL stAys AVAILABLe ONLy
tHrOUGH yOUr VIrtUOsO trAVeL ADVIsOr.

Buenos Aires and tours of
Oman and Ephesus; and
prepaid gratuities. As if
that’s not enough, Crystal
has recently announced
two-for-one fares and additional amenities for all
2010 sailings. Departure:
January 11, 2010; world
cruise from $58,245 and
segments from $6,340.

4

Villa Andrea sleeps 14 on a 28-acre Sonoma
estate, with a wine cave for private dinners.

1

LONDON CALLING

Celebrate The
Goring’s centenary with
a deal of historic proportions: rooms at 1910 rates.
Stay three nights or more
at the 71-room, family-run
property adjacent to Buckingham Palace, and the
first night is just 37 pence
(about 60 cents). Through
2010, doubles from $395,
including breakfast.

2

VINeyArD VILLAs

Toast California
wine country in comfort
at BeautifulPlaces’
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selection of Napa and
Sonoma villas. Guests
booking stays of four
nights or longer by February 8, 2010, get a $500
credit toward dinner in
The French Laundry’s
private dining room, an
in-villa dinner party with
a private chef, or a guided
wine tour in the valley.
Through March 31, 2010;
villas from $759, including
a bottle of wine on arrival.

3

WOrLD Of BeNefIts

Virtuoso’s Voyager
Club kicks off its 20th

anniversary festivities
on Crystal Cruises’
world cruise from Miami.
Open only to Virtuoso
travelers, the complimentary club carries
perks such as shipboard
credits of $500 to
$11,400, depending on
cabin category, for those
sailing the entire 108
days. World cruise and
segment passengers
enjoy complimentary
cocktail parties hosted
by Virtuoso’s chairman,
Jesse Upchurch; special
shore excursions, such as
dinner at a tango club in

COzy Up

Warm up after
holiday shopping at
the new 147-room Four
Seasons Hotel Seattle.
Virtuoso guests receive
a seasonal dessert
from pastry chef Ryan
Witcher, served with
a blanket and some of
Seattle’s finest coffee
by the fire pit on the
outdoor patio (home to
a heated infinity-edge
pool and Jacuzzi, with

views of Elliott Bay and
the Olympic Mountains). Through December
31, 2009; doubles from
$395, including breakfast
and a $50 spa credit.

5

yOUr OWN
AmAzON

Discover Peru with Big
Five Tours & Expeditions.
A new ten-day adventure
exclusively for Virtuoso
travelers begins with
flights over the Nazca
Lines and a yacht outing to
the Ballestas Islands, followed by five days on the
Amazon River aboard the
24-passenger Aqua. River
excursions include hikes in
search of birds and wildlife, piranha fishing, and
visits with local farmers.
Departures: Multiple dates
through December 15, 2010;
from $6,350.

The Crystal Serenity retuns to
Italy on its 108-day world cruise.

eye on valencia
Direct flights from NY now available!

Come to Valencia, Spain to experience Las Fallas and other vibrant street fiestas.
Witness the grand spectacle of La Cremá — the burning of the ninots
(larger-than-life papier-mâché puppets). Bright lights, roaring fires
and spectacular fireworks create unrivalled memories.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

PASSPORT BON VOYAGE

CiTY AT SEA
With 16 decks, 5,400 passengers, and 1,184
feet, it’s fitting that Royal Caribbean International’s Oasis of the Seas, which launches
December 1, is organized into seven distinct
neighborhoods. A sure favorite – besides the
water-sports area, with its FlowRiders, four
pools, and ten whirlpools – is Central Park,
with planted gardens, paved walkways, and
restaurants that include 150 Central Park,
where chef Keriann von Raesfeld runs the show
as if it were on 59th Street. After dinner, stroll
down to the Opal Theater to see a production
of Hairspray, the hit Broadway musical. The
inaugural four-day cruise from Fort Lauderdale
calls at Labadee, Haiti, with longer Caribbean
itineraries scheduled throughout the winter.
Departure: December 1, 2009; from $799.
The Oasis of the Seas
tests the waters.

More
Bang for
Your
Buck
Regent Seven Seas

Cruises has announced
a bundle of savings and
great values for the year
ahead. Leading the way
are two-for-one fares
on all 2010 sailings,

ThrEE TO GrOw On
This month Celebrity Cruises rolls out new
enrichment programs focused on three
themes: “savor” (food, wine, and cocktail
events and classes), “discover” (activities
such as dance and language lessons and
lectures by Smithsonian experts), and “renew” (health and fitness seminars). On any
given cruise, for example, passengers can
enjoy a wine-enrichment program and cooking class, practice dance steps, and follow a
nutrition seminar with a 24-karat-gold facial.
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along with round-trip
airfare. As well, the line
is now providing free
unlimited shore excursions on the Seven Seas
Mariner, Voyager, and
Navigator in conjunction
with such long-standing
offers as wines, soft
drinks, and onboard
gratuities included in
the cruise price.

BEST FOOT
FORwARd
Veteran cruisers will
feel the value of a
new treatment on
Cunard’s 3,056passenger Queen
Mary 2: The ship’s
spa now offers a performance orthotics
service that evaluates your feet and
gait and prescribes
custom-made
inserts, delivered to
your stateroom, to
slip into shoes.

Savor cooking classes
with Holland America’s
suite upgrade.

Moving On Up

Experience suite-category amenities at stateroom prices –
that’s Holland America Line’s latest temptation. The upgrade
package for stateroom guests begins with perks such as hors
d’oeuvres delivered gratis to your cabin every day, as well as
complimentary laundry and pressing, and goes on to include
fresh flowers, an in-cabin bar, and use of a disembarkation
lounge ($285 per passenger for cruises of ten or fewer days).
Guests booking suites can upgrade with an in-suite bar, complimentary cooking classes and winetastings, unlimited use
of the spa’s thermal suite, and 100 minutes of Internet use
($429 per passenger for sailings of ten or fewer days).
By Jim Gullo

(facial) EPa/franck robichon

Take a shine to Celebrity
Cruises’ new health program.

Africa
A lask a
Asia & Pacific
Austr alia
New Zealand
Canada
New England
Caribbean
Ber muda
Europe
Hawaii
Mexico
Panama Canal
South A merica
Wor ld Voyage

Splendid

We invite you to take a deep breath. To begin each morning enveloped
in anticipation and end each day with a fresh set of treasured memories.
To introduce your palate to delicacies in each new port; to have each request met
with a smile; to let every minute absorb you. We invite you to consider your
wants every bit as important as your needs, and our mid-sized ships
your chance to fulfill them. We invite you, and we are at your service.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands

PASSPORT SUITE TALK

FeelGood Hit
A new health-focused retreat
program at the 150-villa
Banyan Tree Phuket combines spa treatments, a
wellness consultation, daily
meals, and yoga and meditation sessions. Guests choose
from three retreat themes:
rejuvenation, which concentrates on energy treatments
in the spa; wellness, focusing
on food, yoga, and meditation; and discovery, with
classes in batik painting and
thai dance and cuisine. Fourday programs from $890 per
couple per night.

TROLLIng
T
ROLLIng
ROLLI
ng
ffOR
OR
DRAgOnS
D
RAg
RA
gOnS

Amanikan recalls the feel of
vintage spice-trade cruisers.
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Raise
a Glass

Keswick Hall’s grapes
and (right) bananas
Foster at Talavera.

Servers at the 48-room
Keswick Hall in the heart
of Virginia’s growing wine
country are pouring the
hotel’s first custom-made,
private-label wines. Edith
Fossett, once Thomas
Jefferson’s chief cook at
nearby Monticello, is the
namesake for Edith’s Chardonnay and Edith’s Petit
Verdot. Doubles from $450,
including breakfast and a
$100 spa credit.
Talavera restaurant in the 210-room Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at Troon North is wrapping
up meals with dessert cocktails. Seasonal selections include a chocolate martini made with chocolate
ganache and a liquid version of bananas Foster. Doubles from $195, including breakfast.

for those who think Amanwana’s 20 lavish tents on Moyo Island in Indonesia’s secluded
nusa Tenggara chain are not escapist enough, the resort has added a 105-foot cruiser
for day trips and extended excursions into Komodo national Park. Amanikan, a traditional three-cabin wooden ship, adds contemporary comforts such as en suite baths, air
conditioning, and private sundecks. Eight-day packages include five nights at sea islandhopping to diverse dive sites and Komodo dragon lairs. Komodo Island experience: April 1
through October 31, 2010; from $22,300 for two, including meals and daily scuba dives, and
two nights at Amanwana.

More to love
about Paris

Expanding its footprint along Paris’
fashionable rue du Faubourg SaintHonoré, the 187-room Hôtel le bristol
recently unveiled a new seven-story,
26-room addition. Exteriors emulate the original Haussmann style of
architecture; interiors follow suit with
vintage furnishings, classic paintings,
pink marble bathrooms, and, in penthouse suites, Eiffel Tower views. Chef
eric Fréchon enhances in-house dining
with a casual restaurant alternative to

Hôtel le bristol’s new
restaurant, 114 Faubourg.

ClassiC
sCene

his three-Michelin-starred flagship.
Doubles from $957, including breakfast.

Steak tartare, salmon cakes, and a virtual gallery of David Bailey ’s ’60s
fashion photos draw diners to Le Caprice New York. The outpost in
Manhattan’s 189-room Pierre replicates London’s iconic Le Caprice
restaurant, renowned for its art world patrons, including Damien Hirst.
Doubles from $695, including breakfast and a $100 dining credit.
thai baked sea bass.

Caribbean Comeback

Jumby Bay, a Rosewood Resort, off the coast of Antigua,
reopens after an 18-month closure with 40 rooms – 28 of them
new – featuring vaulted ceilings, four-poster beds, indoor and
outdoor showers or bathtubs, and island-colonial decor. Molasses, spices, and rum impart local flavor to treatments in the new
five-room oceanfront spa. With culinary ambitions that defy
its boutique size, the private-island resort operates a demonstration kitchen for cooking lessons, a new pool grill, and an
open-air restaurant on the beach, in addition to a fine-dining
spot. Doubles from $950, including all meals and a $100 spa credit.
By ELAINE GLUSAC

Jumby bay reopens in December.
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A Seat at the Table
With new resorts and a booming cultural scene,
Cape town prepares to welcome the world.
By ElIzABETH WOODsON

GO FOR all eyes will be on Cape

Clockwise from top:
The Victoria and Alfred
Waterfront, Africa
Nova, Delaire, The Old
Biscuit Mill, and
One&Only Cape Town.
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town next June when the FIFA
World Cup touches down, but
there’s still plenty to see before
then, thanks to the city’s creative
and culinary scenes, which define
modern south african style.
summer in Cape town kicks off
with the OBZfestival (December 4
through 6), south africa’s largest
street fair, with open-air concerts, art installations, and crafts
markets in the nearby suburb of
observatory. Design Indaba Expo
(February 26 through 28, 2010)
is the largest gathering of south

EAT the elaborate menu at the
Camps Bay-situated Roundhouse
(the Glen; 27-21/438-4347)
melds the Cape’s various influences – Malay, afrikaans, african –
into such dishes as eland fillet
topped with chocolate sauce.
For a more casual experience,
try south africa’s version of
tapas (think ostrich meatballs in
chutney) at cozy Fork (84 Long
street; 27-21/424-6334). a short
drive away in stellenbosch (part
of Cape town’s abutting wine region), Laurence Graff has opened
Delaire (27-21/885-8160), a
restaurant and tasting room on
his wine estate with seasonal
cuisine and works by some of the
country’s top artists.
DRINK For a bit of the south
of France in south africa, head
to The Grand Café (35 Victoria road; 27-21/438-4253), a
scene-y beachfront café and bar
à la saint-tropez’s Nikki Beach.
Caveau Wine Bar & Deli (92 Bree
street; 27-21/422-1367) offers
an unpretentious vibe, a great
selection of meats and cheeses,
and an extensive menu of wines
by the glass. Beer and bar food
get a decided upgrade at Brewers & Union (110 Bree street;
27-21/422-2770), with German
microbrews on tap and charcuterie in place of peanuts.

SHOP Everyone from artisan
cheesemakers to jewelers sets up
shop for the eclectic saturday morning market at The Old Biscuit Mill
(375 albert road; 27-21/462-6361)
in the industrial neighborhood of
Woodstock. tap into Cape town’s
creative side at colorful Waterkant
district boutiques: Don’t miss
Africa Nova (72 Waterkant street;
27-21/425-5123) for modern tribal
furnishings or the incredible selection of beans from the continent at
Origin Coffee Roasting (28 Hudson
street; 27-21/421-1000).

STAy the One&Only Cape
Town embodies all the glamour
you’ve come to expect of the jet-set
resorts: a tony Victoria and alfred
Waterfront address, sleek adam
tihany-designed interiors, and a spa
on its own island – not to mention
table Mountain views from all 131
rooms (doubles from $881, including breakfast and a 50-minute spa
treatment). the recently renovated
Cape Grace features 121 charming
waterfront rooms with handpainted
fabrics and artisan glass- and metalwork (doubles from $736, including
breakfast, a bottle of wine, and a
30-minute massage). The Ellerman
House also promotes all things
south africa – albeit in a more
intimate setting overlooking Bantry
Bay. staying at the stylish 13-room
mansion is like staying with a wellheeled relative: Guests have full run
of the house, whether they want to
raid the larder at midnight or stroll
through the gardens (doubles from
$521, including breakfast and a
bottle of Champagne).

(wATERFRONT) GRäFENHAIN GüNTER/SIME/ESTOCK PHOTO,
(THE OLD BISCUIT MILL, DELAIRE, AND AFRICA NOVA) DOOK

african designers in one place.
Foodies will love Taste of Cape
Town (april 2 through 5, 2010), a
food-and-wine extravaganza that
showcases the city’s best chefs.

I struck GOLD

The Republic of

COLORS
Have you discovered the art of seeing a sunset? Watch the
palm-tops catching fire, and see the gold over the sea, spreading
like a fan. Walk down the cobblestoned streets of the oldest city
in the new world. Linger among ancient fortresses and palaces
of mellow golden stone. Or better yet, come to the Dominican
Republic and find out why Santo Domingo has been designated
American Capital of Culture 2010.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Visit us at GoDominicanRepublic.com

PASSPORT VANITY CASE

Highland Fling
Plaid looks for her add a kick to any cold-weather journey.
PRODUCED BY JASON OLIVER NIXON PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIN OHIRA
1. Ward off the chill with a wool-and-polyester CONVERSE ONE STAR Belvedere double-button coat, $59.99, target.com. 2. Coldweather classic: a wool BURBERRY hat, $195, burberry.com. 3. Stash travel essentials in a dashing DOONEY & BOURkE cosmetic
case, $32, dooney.com. 4. Put a seasonal foot forward in BETTYE MULLER Screen pumps, $320, piperlime.com. 5. Carry on chicly
with a laminated cotton BARBOUR tote bag, $99, barbour.com. 6. Indulge with a silk-wool-blend GUCCI scarf, $350, saks.com.

1
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tastic locations

tastic spas

tastic dining

tastic suites

The world’s most luxurious hotel group in the world’s most exciting destinations.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

PASSPORT VANITY CASE

All Tartaned Up

Travel-friendly take-alongs for him show a pattern of style.
1. Take to the road in an intrepidly cool Teflon fluoro-coated cotton J.CREw Baracuta jacket, $275, jcrew.com. 2. Go bold and

blue in a ThEORy Beckett cotton shirt, $245, saks.com. 3. Embellish with a BROOkS BROThERS D-ring wool belt, $88 each,
brooksbrothers.com. 4. Plaid and polished: J. PETERman Edward VIII wool trouser, $199, jpeterman.com. 5. A hardworking – and
good-looking – FILSOn wool field bag, $170, filson.com, makes a trusty travel companion. 6. Warm up with an aLExandER OLCh
cashmere scarf, $340, olch.com. 7. Step out for a good cause in TOmS ShOES woven slip-ons, $54, tomsshoes.com.
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QUICK ESCAPE

Out on
the Farm
Cozy up to quintessential New England
comfort in the heart of Vermont’s winter.

W
w

HEtHER oR not

Glide on in: Cross-country
skiing and (right) the
Aviary, a lofty Douglas fir
and pine cottage.
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travelers come
to Twin Farms
looking for romance, it finds them. Such is
the giddy nature of this allinclusive hideaway in Barnard,
Vermont, around three hours’
drive from Boston and five
from Manhattan. Days here
are about total decompression,
New England-style, with guests
opting for meals in private cottages, sipping port and sherry,
and torturing themselves with

handmade Stave jigsaw puzzles, the only sounds those of
the brook, the birds, and the
crackling fire.
My wife and I drove over for a
three-day getaway in the heart
of winter. Romance found us in
the wine cellar, where we chose
to dine our first evening. We’d
spent the day cross-country
skiing along groomed trails
that curl through the estate
and dip into the surrounding woods, then soaked in the
furo (Japanese bath), with its

gigantic sunken tub and floorto-ceiling windows overlooking
quiet birches. After cocktails
in the game room on a wooden
backgammon table created by
a local artisan, we descended
a spiral staircase to discover a
room full of white tulips and 40
white candles. Classical guitar
music lilted in the background.
A portrait of Bacchus beamed
down approvingly. Champagne
awaited in hand-blown Simon
Pearce flutes. The rest of the
world faded away.

(SKIER) YEllow Dog PRoDuctIonS/gEttY IMAgES

BY ROWAN JACOBSeN

QUICK ESCAPE
foremost art collectors. The two estates
that form Twin Farms – once the summer
residence of Nobel laureate Sinclair Lewis
and his wife, and the site of their legendary
parties – were built in the late 1700s and
had fallen into disrepair by the time TwiggSmith restored them in the 1990s, stocking the farmhouses with his collection of
antiques, Americana, tramp art, and modern masterpieces. Each of the ten cottages
added since showcases a particular aspect
of the collection (“Treehouse,” “Perch,”
“Barn,” and so on).
About half of those who visit opt to do
nothing at all except relax and hit the spa
or the pub, complete with a Wurlitzer jukebox and on-call bartender. For those who
are tempted, however, Vermont in all its
glory awaits. Winter brings skiing, skating,
sledding, and snowshoeing (all equipment
provided), with hiking, biking, canoeing,
swimming, and fishing in the trout pond
available late spring through fall. Skiers
seeking challenging terrain are less than
an hour from the Killington and Sugarbush
slopes, and the tony shops of Woodstock
are just a few minutes’ drive away.
With a staff of 80 for a maximum of 40
guests, Twin Farms prides itself on personalization. If you want a roaring bonfire
and a picnic lunch awaiting in a glade at the
far end of the ski trail, it’s there. Bottle of
grand cru Burgundy to share in the oversize bathtub? Done. Complimentary rubber ducky? Ready to dive in before you dip
your first toe.
On our first morning, activities coordinator Brenda Hillier dropped by our breakfast
table and asked us if we wanted to try downhill skiing on the private trails.
“When does the lift open?” I asked.
“Whenever you want it to,” she replied.

Clockwise from top: The Aviary’s bedroom
and fireside tub, classic Vermont, Twin Farms’
main house, and a log cabin living room.

Twin Farms’ food, service, accommodations, and price rival that of the fanciest resorts in the world, but the emphasis at this
Green Mountains retreat is on fun and relaxation – the aesthetic owes more to L.L.Bean
than Armani. As one staff member put it,
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“We want you to feel like you’re spending
the weekend at your favorite uncle’s country house.”
In this case, that’d be your well-off uncle
Thurston Twigg-Smith, an 88-year-old Hawaiian billionaire and one of the world’s

stock in Barnard, Vermont, Twin Farms provides
a storybook New England escape. Guests at the
20-room retreat have their run of 300 acres of
woodland, meadows, and ponds for activities
that range from skiing to trout fishing to croquet
on the lawn. Doubles from $1,300, including all
meals, beverages, and activities, and a bottle of
Dom Pérignon on arrival.

(CHURCH) GETTY IMAGES

doInG IT Located just ten miles from Wood-

There I stood, the only
person on the hilI.
I surveyed the
mountains in the
distance, breathed in
the cold air,
and dropped down the
slope cutting slow arcs
in the snow.
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WHAT MATTERS
Family favorite:
The Louvre.

How one family’s
first exploration
of Paris expanded
their world.
By Tracy STaTon
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W

hen bernard McFarland leFt

for Paris in March, he knew he’d
return to find that the cast of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition had
transformed his Indianapolis, Indiana, home –
the McFarland family was the lucky recipient of a
major remodel, and subsequent trip to the French
capital, courtesy of the ABC TV show. What he

didn’t realize was how Paris would transform him
and his three boys.
It wasn’t just seeing the city’s famous sights in
person, although the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, Montmartre, and Notre-Dame all made big impressions
on the family. It wasn’t just biking around Paris, noticing the distinctive mansard roofs, oeil-de-boeuf
windows, and broad, tree-lined boulevards. It was

Scott Stulberg/corbiS

Lessons of Travel

life’s better vacation
on

Norwegian Cruise Line’s Balconies, Penthouses and Garden Villas

Now bookiNg our Newest ship
Norwegian Epic’s 2010 inaugural sailings featuring Blue Man Group!
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to be among the first to set sail on
this innovative ship. It’s Freestyle Cruising® on a truly grand scale.

Why stay home for the holidays?

Get the family together on board Norwegian Cruise Line for a holiday season that’s like no other. Just look what’s
waiting: exotic ports of call, up to 14 places to eat serving fabulous feasts, terrific holiday entertainment – and your
ship dressed up with holiday cheer. Your family will never want to celebrate the holidays anywhere else. And with
Norwegian Cruise Line’s largest accommodations at sea, the Garden Villas, you can bring in the New Year in style.
Earn up to a $250 per stateroom shipboard credit when you book select 2009
or 2010 sailings of five days or longer. Deluxe Balcony stateroom and Mini suite guests
receive a $100 shipboard credit per stateroom; those reserving suites and Courtyard Villas receive
a $200 shipboard credit; and those staying in a rooftop Garden Villa enjoy a $250 shipboard credit.
Book by December 31, 2009 to receive your shipboard credit.
© 2009 ncl corPoration ltD. sHiP’s reGistrY: baHaMas anD UniteD states of aMerica . #11729 9/09
on-board credit amount is per person, based on price category booked and will be applied to the first guest in the stateroom. on-board credit has no cash value,
may not be used in the casino or toward service charges, has no cash value and is not transferable. on-board credit offer is not combinable with any other offer.

WHAT MATTERS

What were your favorite moments of
your trip to Paris?
“My favorite was in Montmartre, in the Place
du Tertre, the square where the artists paint:
the view from there, and the Basilica of the
Sacré-Cœur. For the boys, it was probably
the Eiffel Tower and the bike rides through
Paris. We also got a chance to shoot some ball
in the park right in front of the Eiffel Tower.
“Being there, just going to the museums
and seeing the people and the city, makes
Paris come alive. When the boys hear about
it in school, now they can relate to it.”
Did you pick up any French while you
were there?
“Merci!”
Which of the museums in Paris did you
like best?
“The Louvre. We spent a lot of time looking
at the Egyptian artifacts there. And we saw
the original foundations, the walls of the
castle, that were there. And the architecture
at the Louvre – we saw the shot from The Da
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Vinci Code, under the glass pyramid where
the upside-down pyramid meets the small
pyramid down beneath.
“Notre-Dame was one of those moments,
too. Wow. It was just beautiful architecture.
There’s nothing just thrown together. They
don’t half-do anything.”
Were there any “worst” moments?
“It was all a positive experience. We had to
film a lot [for the show], so we didn’t have
a lot of alone time. But one of my favorite
things turned out to be getting up at 3 am
just to walk the streets of Paris on my own. It
was beautiful to be out, to see the Louvre at
night. And there was a moment when I was
in front of the obelisk on the Place de la Concorde and looked down the Champs-Élysées

Postcard-perfect
family picture.

to see the Arc de Triomphe. That was just
one of the sights that was awesome.”
You said earlier that travel helps you see
outside your own world.
“People want to box you in, label you as an
athlete or this or that. But there are a lot of
facets to us, and we have an appreciation for
a lot of things.”
Do you have any advice for parents who
want their children to see a world beyond
their own borders?
“Don’t stop sharing your life experience and
wisdom with your children. It may not seem
like they want to hear it ... but over time you
will begin to see the values you have labored
so hard to instill in them.”

Reflections of Versailles.
Strolling the streets of Montmartre.

DOING IT
Experience Paris
as the McFarland
family did with EuroPanache’s seven-day
trip that includes
VIP meet-and-greet
service at the airport
jetway upon arrival; private tours
of the Louvre, the
Orsay Museum, and
Versailles; a behindthe-scenes tour of the

Eiffel Tower; a dinner
cruise on the Seine;
a four-day museum
pass; and sightseeing
by bicycle or Segway.
Junior suite accommodations at the
InterContinental
Paris-Le Grand
ensure that you’ll
sleep soundly.
Departures: Most
days through 2010;
from $8,102.

(VERSAILLES) HP HubER /SIME/ESTOCK PHOTO, (MONTMARTRE) DuTTON COLIN/SIME/ESTOCK PHOTO

simply being there, on the Paris streets and
among Parisians, that opened up a whole new
world for the McFarlands.
“Anytime you get outside of what you
know, seeing new cultures and new things,
it’s educational,” McFarland says. “It makes
you appreciate that the world is bigger than
your little box.”
McFarland, who works for Indianapolis
Public Schools, viewed the Paris trip as an
educational experience for his 16-year-old
twin boys and 15-year-old son. And he’s
far from alone in that aspiration. Almost
60 percent of surveyed travelers told the
Travel Industry Association that they were
interested in learning while traveling. And
like McFarland and his boys, a majority of
students who traveled internationally said
that they were more open-minded because
of their experiences in other countries,
according to the International Student
Travel Confederation.
“I hope [my boys] will enjoy the value of
being lifelong learners,” McFarland says.
“My great-uncle told me, ‘The day you stop
learning is the day you die.’” Virtuoso Life
spoke to McFarland about what he and his
family learned in France.

GO GREEN

It’s a Zoo Out There
Conservation is cool at these interactive destination zoos.

I
Pet project: Tigers
at the Australia Zoo.
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By Costas Christ

t’s 8:30 am at the australia Zoo, and time to get up close and

personal with a Komodo dragon, the largest lizard species in the world –
growing some ten feet long and weighing more than 200 pounds. The only
requirements: You need to be able to squat and stand back up quickly, and
to follow the instructions given by the professional animal caretaker who
joins you. Or maybe you have something more relaxed in mind – like taking
the cheetahs out for their morning walk. Then there is always just sitting
down and petting an endangered dingo, Australia’s ginger-colored native dog
that once roamed freely across the continent.
Zoos are not what they used to be – which is actually a good thing. Gone
are the days when once-wild animals served time in little more than prison

TO PLAN YOUR Magical Kenya SAFARI
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

GO GREEN
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• Guided touring on Kangaroo Island
• 1 night accommodation

The Australia Zoo
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(choice of standard, first class or boutique)

• Round-trip transfers
• 1 lunch

Don’t feed the elephants:
The San Diego Zoo.

Terms and Conditions: *To qualify for the free flights to Kangaroo Island, the South Australia Aussie Airpass with Qantas Airways must be purchased. Kangaroo Island flights are based on Rex Airlines Net Plus
Fare roundtrip between Adelaide and Kingscote and are non changeable, non exchangeable and no
name changes permitted. Not combinable with any other promotion or special offer and subject to availability. Savings of up to $300 per couple includes all taxes and based on Rex Airlines Net Plus Fare for
two adults. South Australian Aussie Airpass with Qantas Airways must be booked and ticketed within
3 days of reservation and no later than 09/30/09. All prices are ‘from’ per person, based on economy
class round trip travel between 26 July–21 September 2009, based on minimum 7 days stay in Australia
with a maximum of 21 days. Seasonal supplements apply for travel other dates. Airpass destinations may
be selected from Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Canberra, Hobart, and Launceston.
Other cities available at additional cost. US/foreign taxes and fees, including September 11 Security Fee,
are an additional US$150-$200 per person depending upon itinerary. Prices are current at the time of
posting (09/10/09). All prices are shown in USD. Airlines frequently change their prices as a result of
fare increases and/or fuel surcharges. Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose to
check baggage. Please contact Qantas Airways or refer to its website for detailed information regarding their checked baggage policies. Seats are strictly limited and subject to availability. Cancellation penalties and other restrictions apply. Additional minimum stay requirements and surcharges may apply over
weekends, special events and holiday periods. Prices may differ when you book your travel and are not
guaranteed until full payment is received and processed. All prices, itineraries and routings are subject
to change. Please call for our current prices. CST# 2001136-50
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Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
or visit
www.ultimatetravelwishlist.com
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biodegradable cleaning products. australia
zoo.com.au.

(StAtUe) BrAdLey KAnArIS/getty IMAgeS, (MonKey) dAnItA deLIMont/ALAMy

San Diego Zoo
On the other side of the Pacific, head to
downtown San Diego, California, for a visit
to the most famous zoo in North America, if
not the world: the San Diego Zoo. It’s known
for its pioneering conservation efforts and
for its open wildlife areas that replicate natural habitat.
“We recognize that now is a critical
time in the survival of many species,” says
Douglas Myers, chief executive officer for
the San Diego Zoo. The zoo houses more
than 4,000 rare and endangered species,
including gorillas, among the world’s most
threatened animals. Researchers in the
zoo’s conservation genetics division were
the first to perform genetic studies on wild
populations of gorillas and to demonstrate
the genetic distinctiveness of regional gorilla populations. The goal is to help return
gorillas living in zoos today to their historical wild populations.
You’ll need at least a day to take in the
100-odd acres of specially designed enclosures for other rare wildlife such as bonobos
(our closest primate cousin) and polar bears,
which some conservationists now believe
could become extinct in our lifetime due to
global warming. (The zoo’s free “Dare to be
Green” guide helps visitors learn about what
they can do at home to help protect the environment and limit climate change.)
The zoo’s expansive 1,800-acre Wild

A spider monkey swings from
the trees at the Belize Zoo.

Animal Park, which includes a 900-acre native species reserve, is about as large as zoos
get when it comes to re-creating natural
wildlife habitat. It’s big enough, in this case,
to include a mini reproduction of the African
plains, where you can learn about the grassland ecosystem up close. sandiegozoo.org.

Belize Zoo
If you like your zoos quiet and quaint yet still
big on impact, then head to the tiny Central
American country of Belize. At only 29 acres,
it might be small, but the Belize Zoo, located
halfway between the reef-lined coast and
the jungle interior (which in Belize means
less than an hour’s drive in either direction),
delivers a wildlife experience that rates
among the top zoos anywhere. A lot of that
success has to do with founder and director
Sharon Matola, who has been called the Jane

Goodall of Belize for her conservation and
wildlife education work. (She’s led exploratory expeditions into Belize’s thick rainforests, which form part of a global mosaic
of biodiversity hot spots that, combined,
are home to more than 70 percent of all terrestrial life on earth.) The Belize Zoo has
been at the forefront of building awareness
about wildlife conservation in Belize and
beyond, including leading a fight against the
Chalillo Dam project on the Belize-Guatemala border, which threatens the breeding
grounds for the endangered scarlet macaw.
As you wander among the 125 native species
such as tapir and jaguar that Matola and her
team care for each day, you might find yourself eager to join actor Harrison Ford, who
was so inspired by his own visit to the Belize
Zoo that he became one of its biggest supporters. belizezoo.org.

Wildlife Warrior

An interview with Terri Irwin about how she is carrying on the conservation efforts
of the late Steve Irwin.
The Australia Zoo stands apart from
other zoos because of its visionary
founder, Steve Irwin, who had a passionate philosophy: A zoo should be about
family, wildlife conservation, and loads
of active fun. Terri Irwin, together with
her daughter, Bindi; son, Robert; and the
zoo’s team of wildlife experts, continues
to carry on that vision. When Australia
celebrates Steve Irwin Day on November
15, activities at the Australia Zoo will kick
off the event, with Terri feeding the crocs
at the Wildlife Warriors Show.
But it goes well beyond entertainment. Steve Irwin achieved fame as a real-life crocodile hunter
because of the pioneering research and capture techniques he developed. Today, those same
techniques are shared with indigenous Australians who neighbor the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve in
pristine Cape York in northern Queensland, as part of a long-term commitment to mentor, train, and
provide employment opportunities for the Aboriginal people.
“We caught 31 crocs up at the reserve this year using all of Steve’s capture-and-release techniques,”
Terri says. “It is so special and important for us to pass this knowledge onto those around us, and we
are honored to share this with the northern Kaanju people.”
But there’s now a battle to save Steve’s Place, as Australians call the reserve, and the neighboring
Aboriginal traditional lands from the impact of a proposed large-scale strip mining. The mining area is
inside the reserve that Steve worked to protect, an area that contains the headwaters of the Wenlock
River and abundant biodiversity.
“This area is vital in maintaining water flow, and is habitat to significant Australian flora and fauna,”
says Terri. “There is no argument; we need to protect wildlife and wild places for our children.”
The Irwin family memorialized
at the Australia Zoo.
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The Glam Strand
On this Tokyo street, fashion and design reign supreme.

W
Bright lights, big label: Louis
Vuitton’s flagship store.
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ANDERINg AROuND TOkyO – A LAByRINTHINE CITy IN wHICH

few roads have names and the buildings are not numbered in sequence – is a great adventure. I’ve done it many times, constantly
getting lost but making wonderful discoveries. When I try to speak
Japanese – having memorized about ten words – it’s hugely entertaining for residents.
When they’ve stopped giggling, they muster their ten words of English to advise me
they have no idea what I’m looking for. This can take many minutes of rotating a map,
sucking in breath, and helpfully pointing in different directions. Happily, there are a
few areas of the city with conspicuous landmarks and a coherent plan. One of them
is Omotesando Avenue, named for the approach to the Meiji Shrine, and now shorthand for innovative and luxurious clothes, much like Bond Street in London.

STEFANO AMANTINI/ATLANTIDE PHOTOTRAVEL/CORBIS

By MICHAEL WEBB

Barcelona a city of unique experiences

Make the most popular city in Spain your next destination. With Picasso and Miro
museums, fantastical architecture, colorful food markets, and people watching,
Barcelona feels like epicenter of Europe. Tour the nine UNESCO World Heritage sites
including the works of famous architect Gaudi, take in a football game, or lounge
on one of the many stunning beaches. Then watch the sun go down at an outdoor
Tapas bar in the gothic area, considered to be the centre of the city and get ready
for the nightlife of your dreams. It’s all here and waiting for you.
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to arrange a custom itinerary today.

www.barcelonapremium.com

DESIGN TOUR

Traditionally, the Japanese concealed
their wealth. In the era of the shoguns, it
was a crime to dress above your station, and
merchants’ wives contented themselves
with fine undergarments. Now everyone
can flaunt it, and Japan abounds in Carrie
Bradshaws, saving their yen for trophy accessories and name-brand totes. Top fashion houses hire star architects to design
the glittering palaces of commerce that line
Omotesando. Prada commissioned a sculptured tower of glass bubbles from the acclaimed Swiss firm of Herzog & de Meuron.
Other prestige commissions went to leading Tokyo architects – the zelkova trees that
line the avenue inspired Toyo Ito to design
a sharply angled facade of crossbeams in his
store for Tod’s, and Sanaa created a glowing
obelisk of milky glass for Dior. The Louis
Vuitton flagship is an Alice in Wonderland
fantasy of backlit metal scrim and trompe
l’oeil wood-block corridors.
A good way to explore the mile of Omotesando is to walk from west to east, starting at
the Meiji Jingumae subway station and ending at the newly renovated Nezu Museum.
At the halfway point is the Omotesando station, with its choice of three subway lines.
THE STREET IS A ZOO Of ExOTIC MODERN

design, but it’s also bubbling with life and
offers more than trendy togs. Across a major intersection from the green oasis of the
Meiji Shrine are the National Gymnasium
and National Stadium (jointly known as
Yoyogi National Gymnasium), designed by
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Kenzo Tange for the 1964 Olympics – twin
triumphs of engineering and artistry that
are open for regular athletic events. On
Sunday afternoons, the surrounding area is
awash with teenagers, mustered in whatever
patchwork is currently hip to show solidarity and shock their elders. Heading east on
Omotesando you encounter Gyre, a shopping center in a tower of five rotated blocks,
and, down a tree-lined walkway, Sanaa’s
transparent showcase for the contemporary furnishings of HH Style. On the north
side of the street, a ramp carries you past the
boutiques of Omotesando Hills, an upscale
mall by Tadao Ando.
Shoppers need constant refreshment,
so cafés abound, but there are also some
good choices for lunch or dinner. Miyashita
(81-3/5785-0707) is an ultra-refined Zen
retreat, serving tiny courses that might include duck with chestnuts, assorted vegetables, varied soups, and a fig dessert. A few
blocks farther and to the north is Maisen
(81-3/3470-0071), an old bathhouse and a
popular place for tonkatsu (tender breaded pork
fillets). On the south side, down a narrow lane
from Dior, is the Quico gallery with its appealing selection of international crafts.
Aoyama slashes across Omotesando at
its midway point. A few blocks south on this
broad boulevard is Casita (81-3/5485-7353),
a restaurant that pampers its guests while
serving caramelized foie gras in balsamic
vinegar sauce, grilled tuna with sesame and
yuzu, and other delicacies in a rooftop evocation of the South Seas. It’s a great place for

(COMME DES GARÇONS) KAOS01/SIME/ESTOCK TRAVEL, (MEIJI SHRINE) TORU HANAI/REUTERS/CORBIS,
(SHOPPER) AP PHOTO/SHIZUO KAMBAYASHI, (PRADA) JUSTIN GUARIGLIA/CORBIS

Omotesando hues
(clockwise from
top left): Comme
des Garçons’ blue
heaven, lanterns
at the Meiji Shrine,
shopping as an art
form, and Prada’s
edifice of style.
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Animated strip: Omotesando
Avenue at night.
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DESIGN TOUR

Omotesando Hills, a mod
take on mall culture.

including its signature soy sauce dispenser.
At the end of Omotesando is another
kind of treasure house: the Nezu Museum,
which Kengo Kuma spent three years transforming in preparation for its reopening on
October 7. The collection of Chinese and
Japanese art includes two legendary paintings: an iris screen and a Shinto painting
that features a sacred waterfall. You can also

The house that Dior
built and (inset) mealtime
at Maisen.

visit the five exquisite tea arbors in the garden behind, which are reserved for private
tea ceremonies.
Omotesando is a chic introduction to
contemporary Tokyo, bracketed by a traditional temple and ancient art. It embodies
the shifts of scale and character that make
this sprawling city so compelling, offering
enticement for all the senses.

Tokyo in sTyle

A grand tour of Omotesando and more.
GETTING THERE
Japan Airlines flies
direct from six North
American cities to Tokyo, with connections
from dozens more.

DOING IT
Spend six days exploring the most fashionable corners of Tokyo
with Boutique JTB.
After a day amid the
architectural glories
of Omotesando, from
the elegant cypress
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and copper embellishments of the
Meiji Shrine to Tod’s
branchlike concreteand-glass exterior,
there are museum
and gallery tours,
shopping at outposts
such as HH Style, and
nights at the sleek
178-room Park Hyatt
Tokyo. Departures:
Any day through 2010;
from $7,000, including
breakfast, guides, and
accommodations.

(DIOR) SIMEONE HUBER/GETTY IMAGES, (MAISEN) JEREMY SUTTON-HIBBERT/ALAMY,
(MALL) DANIELE DAINELLI/CONTRASTO/REDUX

On the north side of Omotesando are
several outlets for Issey Miyake, Japan’s
most inventive and enduring fashion designer, where you can find a wide range of
women’s clothes and a few men’s shirts in
small sizes. For a taste of tradition, walk a
few steps north of the avenue to Higashiya
man, a stand-up counter serving bean-paste
sweets. Around the corner is a stunning
new showroom by Zaha Hadid and Patrik
Schumacher for the avant-garde British designer Neil Barrett. Planes of white Corian
curve and peel to support or frame the sharp
garments. Back on Omotesando is the Tessenkai Noh Theater, an austere shuttered
concrete block where occasional performances of this ancient form of drama are
given on an antique stage. The minimalist
Isshin restaurant (81-3/3401-4611) serves
shabu-shabu, market-fresh seafood platters,
and lunch bentos on the second and third
floors, and French fare on the fourth level.
Cross the avenue again to find Yoku
Moku, a contemporary teahouse just beyond Prada. Sample the delicious cookies at
the counter or have them elegantly wrapped
to take away as gifts. A hundred yards on is a
stylish cave containing the dark, inventively
cut clothes of Yohji Yamamoto, and Now
Idea, a tiny storefront that publishes and
exhibits artists’ books. Close by is Hakusan, a good resource for ceramic tableware,

The best things in life are free,

and the best e x per i ences, shar ed.

Introducing the benefits of Virtuoso Voyager Club.
Available only to those who book their cruise through a Virtuoso affiliated travel agency,
the Voyager Club program offers complimentary benefits aboard the world’s finest ships on
hundreds of annual departures.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today
to broaden your cruise horizons.

4HIS FALL the biggest story in Hawai‘i
is its incredible value.

No place on earth offers a greater return on your vacation dollar than the Islands of Aloha.

Th e i s l a n d s o f a l o h a

Luxury Vacations for your
most discerning clients

Big Island

oahu

FAIRMONT ORCHID

HALEKULANI

Book now - 12/15/2009. Travel now - 12/20/2009

Book now - 12/16/10. Travel now - 12/20/10

s  !IR #REDIT
s %VERY RD NIGHT FREE TWO FREE NIGHTS ON A  NIGHT STAY
s  2ESORT #REDIT  2ESORT #REDIT FOR EACH  NIGHTS

s %VERY TH NIGHT FREE
4 nights in a Garden Courtyard Room from $729 per person,
based on double occupancy

6 nights in an Ocean View Room from $1009 per person

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

|

Offers valid on new bookings only and not combinable with other offers. Sample prices are land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual prices may vary based on travel dates and availability. Book by
12/16/09 for travel through 12/20/09. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees
and other restrictions may apply. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on free night offers. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.
369-0909

8 Trips

That Matter
Make “once in a lifetime” your mantra once a year
with travel that transcends vacation.

Hiroyuki MatsuMoto/GEtty iMaGEs

BY GAIL HARRINGTON

Royal retreat: Machu Picchu has held sway
with summer travelers since the fifteenth century.
62

VIRTUOSO LIFE

N OV E M B E R | D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 9

63

I

was late to Machu PIcchu.
But it wasn’t because I’d overslept and
missed the train, or hiked too slowly on
the Inca Trail. Decades ago I promised myself
I’d visit someday. And if you start thinking
of a place as a once-in-a-lifetime destination,
you tend to arrive far later than imagined.
Finally standing at the Sun Gate, Machu
Picchu’s main entryway, peering through
an opening in the stone wall, I wondered
what had taken me so long. What lay on the
other side gave me goose bumps – fifteenthcentury Incan temples, palaces, workrooms,
squares, and residences; water fountains
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and channels that still flowed through the
urban and agricultural terraces, positioned
like an altar beneath a sacred mountain, a
vision as holy as a towering cathedral.
“How do you think the Incas could do
this without iron tools?” asked our guide
Esmeralda of the granite blocks’ precise fit –
so tight that not even a knife blade could
slip between them. Only after we gave up
guessing did she show us a huge rock. “See
this straight line of gouged-out holes? Although they never finished splitting this
rock, archaeologists believe that when the
Incas shoved wood into the holes and added

water, the wood expanded, beginning a narrow split in the rock into which they could
insert a stone chisel and hammer out a
straight slice.” Ingenious.
Such cleverness and three governing
principles – don’t steal, don’t be lazy, don’t
lie – helped Inca kings extend their reign
across South America. Insights and experiences gleaned from the world’s great places
elevate some journeys beyond the relaxation of a great vacation. Read on for eight
enriching trips of this caliber, outings that
will broaden your worldview, teach you
new skills, and fill you with wonder.

(MACHU PICCHU) TIM DAVIS/CORBIS, (PATAGONIA) BRIAN Okeefe

In the footsteps of greatness:
Navigating Machu Picchu’s
white-granite labyrinth.

Nomads of the Seas’
Atmosphere in Tic Toc Bay.

Chilean Patagonia.

Peru

Draw Power from the PaSt
Rise at 4 am on the last day of hiking the
Inca Trail – the goal is reaching Machu
Picchu by sunrise. Even if you’re not very
spiritual, Machu Picchu is a powerful
place, one that inspires countless questions. Ladatco Tours tailors explorations
here to personal interests and physical
abilities. If you’re up to the challenge of
ascending 13 ,000-foot mountain passes,
consider reaching Machu Picchu on the
same route the Inca walked. The ten-day
trip includes several nights in Cuzco (for
acclimatization) and four days of guided
Inca Trail trekking with porters, a private

chef, and optional upgrades such as china
dinner service and a massage tent, followed by a night at Inkaterra’s Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel. Sound a bit daunting?
Take Orient-Express’ Vistadome train
from Cuzco to kilometer 104 and hike the
trail’s final eight miles, or relax in firstclass carriages the entire way. Inca Trail
departures: Any day March 1 through December 31, 2010; from $5,200.

Chile

Become a Shooting Star
Watch hundreds of penguins huddle together for warmth, male blue whales race
each other to their feeding and mating

grounds, and acrobatic Peale’s dolphins
surf off a ship’s bow in Chilean Patagonia
with Nomads of the Seas. Its 28-passenger
Atmosphere takes wildlife watching to
the extreme on seven-day sailings from
Puerto Montt, outfitted with a helicopter,
six jet boats, seven Zodiacs, and two Jet
Skis, plus a fleet of kayaks and other small
craft positioned along the itinerary for
remote excursions. Trips feature a strong
photography focus, with staff on hand to
offer instruction in the field and up to
three biologists who help interpret animal behaviors and predict their actions,
so you’re ready to snap that perfect shot.
Departures: Multiple dates March 7 through
December 5, 2010; from $12,139.

N OV E M B E R | D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 9

65

France

Make an IMpressIon
Follow the artists’ path from Paris to beautiful Saint-Paul de Vence and take a class
in impressionist painting – just don’t plan
on trading a tablecloth sketch for the tab
at the famed hangout La Colombe d’Or (as
Léger, Matisse, and other painters did).
European Connection’s art trips include
ten days in the life of the impressionists in
Paris, Normandy, and Provence. The immersion begins with a private art-historianled museum tour and visit to a Parisian
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workshop to witness the painstaking process of restoring masterpieces, then moves
on to Normandy and Provence to explore
the homes, villages, and favorite painting
spots of such artists as Monet, van Gogh,
and Cézanne. Departures: Any day March 1
through December 31, 2010; from $8,545.

Turkey

savor vIctory
Every time the Turks conquered a new territory, they incorporated its ingredients and
traditions into their cuisine. Travelers trace

culinary roots as vast as the Ottoman Empire on Turkey at Its Best’s 14-day gourmet
serving of Istanbul, Ankara, Cappadocia,
.
Izmir, Assos, and Bursa. The customizable
menu is filled with events that lend historical context to meals: chef-led seminars on
baklava and other Turkish desserts, cooking
classes at places such as a restaurant built
solely to serve closely guarded Imperial
Ottoman recipes, and dinners in an underground cistern and atop a former women’s
prison with panoramic views of Istanbul
and the Bosporus. Departures: Any day April
1 through October 31, 2010; from $9,370.

(SAINT-PAUL DE VENCE) MEDIoIMAgES/CorbIS,
(rESTAUrANT) bArrY MASoN/ALAMY, (bLUE MoSQUE) brUNo EhrS/CorbIS

Pretty as their pictures:
Saint-Paul de Vence and (inset)
artist hangout La Colombe d’Or.

If you start thinking
of a place as a once-in-a-lifetime
destination, you tend to arrive
far later than imagined.

Istanbul’s Blue Mosque features six minarets
instead of the usual four; nearby, rooftop
restaurants provide stunning nighttime views.
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Kenya

Make a kid’S day
Not only does Micato Safaris’ 16-day family trip in Kenya and Tanzania include stays
at kid-friendly lodges and tented camps, but
also all children’s activities – such as tracking big game, making plaster casts of cat
tracks in the bush, building a Masai-style
mud hut, and African storytelling – have been
tested and approved by the grandchildren of
Micato Kenya founders Felix and Jane Pinto.
There’s also an option to spend an extra day
in Nairobi, bringing small gifts and helping
out at an AmericaShare project that benefits

orphaned and abandoned children. Departures: Multiple dates March 1 through December
20, 2010; from $13,750 for adults and $10,330 for
children younger than 12.

India

Journey to the Source
For Hindus in India, life begins and ends
in Varanasi. Float along the Ganges on
a double-oared wooden boat covered in
white cloth and cushions, and you’ll no
doubt be moved by the sight of devout pilgrims practicing yoga or cleansing their sins
in the water of the Ganges and thanking

the gods for another day. Greaves Tours’
private jet trip opens a rare window on India’s spiritual side with seven days of encounters such as this. Start at the Taj Mahal
Hotel in New Delhi for tours of the Red
Fort, Birla Temple, and other city sights
before flying to Varanasi, the holiest city
for Hindus. The adventure amplifies with
&Beyond guides in Bandhavgarh National
Park who lead game drives in search of
sloth bears, hyenas, and Bengal tigers
(chances of spotting cats are great, as 26
cubs have been born here in the past year).
Departures: Any day through May 15, 2010;
from $5,200.

(INDIA) SIME/EStock Photo, (MoNkS) StEvE vIDlEr/EStock Photo, (orcAS) rAlPh lEE hoPkINS

Vivid memories: India’s holy city,
Varanasi, and (inset) meeting Masai.
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Orcas patrol the Inside Passage to Alaska.

Fourteenth-century Wat Suan Dok houses
the remains of Chiang Mai’s royal family,
as well as a Buddhist university.

Thailand

Bring aBout good luck
Enhance your good luck during a skylantern release near Chiang Mai after a dinner with village elders. The ceremony, which
symbolizes earthly problems and worries
floating away, is both beautiful and simple –
light a candle inside a paper bag and close the
top; when the air inside the bag heats up, the
lantern takes off – and represents just one of
the experiences that make Remote Lands’
bespoke adventures in Southeast Asia
stand out. Travelers on ten-day trips from
Bangkok can follow in the tradition of Thai
Buddhists and gain merit and good karma
by visiting a hospital in Bangkok for ailing

monks or a village school in Kanchanaburi,
learn about northern Thai weaving with a
respected scholar and textile expert, and
stop in at Chiang Mai’s oldest temple to
take part in a private ceremony believed to
bring about greater happiness and prolong
one’s life – who can say no to that? Departures: Any day through September 30, 2010;
from $10,000.

Alaska

Sail into the laSt Frontier
Staff on Lindblad Expeditions’ family
cruises in Alaska follow a fun course designed by National Geographic’s Education
Department and National Geographic Kids

magazine. The 12-day passage between
Juneau and Seattle focuses on wildlife and
native cultures, providing many their first
glimpse of river otters, humpback and orca
whales, and bears; calving glaciers; and the
totem poles, artifacts, and dances of the
Northwest’s indigenous peoples. Energetic young bodies leave the 62-passenger
National Geographic Sea Lion or Sea Bird
for activities that include sea kayaking,
Zodiac outings, and nature walks. Back on
board, they can listen in with hydrophones
on whales’ conversations or learn about
navigation on the bridge with the crew.
Departures: April 27 and 28 and September 5,
2010; from $7,690 with a $500 credit for kids
younger than 18.
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Treasures
OF
European Goods
I’ll take door number 2: Pretty
portals in seaside Hammamet.
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PHOTO CREDIT

Desert dunes and lush oases.
This is Africa like

Tunisia
PHOTO CREDIT

Roman ruins and local wine.
you’ve never known it.

BY ROBERT DRAPER
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on the top of a sand dune
at least 100 yards high.
According to the map, this was still Tunisia, while a few miles to the
west lay Algeria. But from this peak, the only visible signs of civilization in this pale copper infinity of the Sahara desert were two longabandoned settlements a mile apart – both, as it turns out, movie
sets: one for Star Wars and the other for The English Patient.
Skittering downhill and instigating a mini-avalanche of sand in the
process, Lara and I met up with our guide and driver, both sitting in a
four-wheeler listening to a pop song by the Lebanese ingenue Yara. A
full hour’s drive across shimmering flatness elapsed before we encountered another human, a little girl in Berber scarves standing on the side
of an empty desert road, holding up a large water bottle full of white liquid. Fresh camel’s milk for sale. An hour later, we were back in our hotel,
watching the sun set over the oasis town of Tozeur while drinking a glass
of wine and listening to the local muezzin sing out the call to prayer.
This sequence of events – encounters with the wholly exotic accompanied by the comfortingly familiar – is emblematic of Tunisia,
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one of the most remarkable destinations in the world. For a Muslim
country in North Africa, Tunisia is both welcoming and astonishing.
Hordes of Europeans travel here for the express purpose of clinging
like barnacles to the coastline, enjoying the lush beaches of Hammamet and Jerba by day and impeccably grilled seafood by night.
Others flock to Tunisia to trek by camel on the virgin sub-Saharan
dunes. History and archaeology buffs design lengthy itineraries devoted to mining the richest mélange of Roman, Greek, Carthaginian, and African ancient culture to be found anywhere on the planet,
while students of more recent events come to retrace the great World
War II battles that pitted Rommel against Patton. I could make a
pretty strong case for doing absolutely none of the above and instead
falling into the spiritually mesmerizing sway of Kairouan, the fourth
most holy city in Islam after Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem. Or for
throwing out the tourist playbook altogether and languishing in the
vineyards and orange groves girdling the port towns of Bizerte and

(SAND DUNE) GoNzAlo AzUmENDi/AGE FoToSToCK, (WomEN iN mARKET) CoSSA BRUNo/SimE/ESToCK PHoTo,
(TEAPoTS) YADiD lEvY/AGE FoToSToCK, (GATE) BiSCARo AlBERTo/SimE/ESToCK PHoTo

We were standing
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Cap Bon, less than 200 miles from Sicily. The delight of Tunisia is
also its happy dilemma, which is that the country is the size of Florida but feels like two continents. There’s too much here for a single
visit. But we had fun trying.
We arrived in Tunis on a Sunday evening for
a ten-day excursion created for us by Cox & Kings tour company. Our
guide, an exuberant part-time archaeologist named Abde, had bad
news for us: Most of the finer restaurants were closed, except for one
that did not serve alcohol. Could we manage?
Lara and I looked at each other. Tunisia being Muslim, we had
planned on a largely dry vacation anyway. “No, no,” assured Abde.
“There’s excellent wine made in Tunisia. Really,” he added in response to my disbelieving expression.
“But is this OK?” Lara asked, motioning to her skirt, which fell to
her knees.
Abde laughed. “Anywhere except inside a mosque,” he assured
her. Whereupon he led us through a narrow stone corridor in the
1,400-year-old residential quarters of Tunis’ medina. An elderly
man in robes stepped out of the darkness, held up a lantern, and motioned for us to follow him to a gigantic unmarked wooden door. The
man rapped on it. An unseen hand opened the door, and Lara and I
stepped into Essaraya, a staggering eighteenth-century aristocratic
palace with a high cupola ceiling, ornately tiled walls, and marble
floors. A gaunt-faced musician sat in a corner, and his six-string luth
filled the room with a keening Arabic-inflected melody.
“I think we’re okay without the alcohol,” I observed.
“I’m okay without eating,” Lara remarked as she studied the cupola.
Still, she happily opened her menu and began dusting off her
French. (A half century after France departed its North African
colony, French remains Tunisia’s second language behind Arabic.)
We settled into a feast of octopus couscous and elaborately spiced
lamb – the former being one of the hundreds of variations on Tunisia’s staple pasta. This was also our first encounter with two other
ubiquitous elements of Tunisian cuisine that we would come to
crave: the delicious, if highly incendiary chile paste known as harissa
and the desserts that made ingenious use of almonds, peanuts, pine
nuts, or sesame seeds. Later we would see for ourselves where the
ingredients came from, at the vast Marché Central, a temple of fish,
fennel, pomegranates, and tomatoes that resembled the markets of
every other great Mediterranean city I’ve visited – except that none
of those stood a few hundred miles away from a bountyless desert.
Tunis was bright and cool the next morning. Outside our pleasingly
brand-new hotel, the Tunisia Palace, the locals sat at café tables reading their Arabic newspapers over tea. Striding
two blocks, we left behind the modern world and
Days in Tunisia
passed through the ninth-century sandstone
(top to bottom): A
archway leading into the medina, a narrow and
ceramics display in
a Kairouan souk,
labyrinthine tangle of shops, mosques, former
tempting teapots
palaces, and bathhouses. Wisps of incense curled
in Sidi Bou Said,
through the alleys. But this was positively futurand a peekaboo
view of the Zitouna
istic, compared to our next stop.
Mosque in Tunis.
The rubble of Carthage, ten or so miles from
Opposite: Savoring
Tunis, tells a story that predates the medina by
a dunetop moment.
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“Check out my ride,” Lara said of Nino, the 4-yearold camel she had just mounted. He was a docile lad, as was my steed,
Abdul. We plodded through the dunes outside Douz. A half hour into
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our trek, the sun broke through the clouds and pounded the desert
floor. Another half hour after that, Lara declared her curiosity about
camel riding thoroughly sated, and we headed back.
Spa appointments at the hammam – one of Tunisia’s revered bathhouses – awaited at our hotel in Tozeur. “You should pick up some
tfal,” Abde urged Lara. “It’s gray dirt that comes from desert mountains. You add water to it, make a mud paste of it, and then leave it in
your hair for a while. It makes your hair shiny.”
Imbued with a sense of mission, we made our way into Tozeur’s
agreeably scruffy market. A spice vendor nodded when Abde made
the request. “Twenty-four dinars a kilo,” the vendor declared, protesting as we left, “you won’t find any anywhere else in town.” A few
blocks away at another spice and herb shop, the owner dragged out
a huge bag filled with gray rocks. Two dinars – about $1.50 – a kilo.
Lara’s eyes lit up. The shopkeeper kicked in a clump of mountain
herbs for roasting with chicken.
The sub-Saharan topography wasn’t the expected
monochromatic expanse. Lush oases sprang up north of Tozeur. Driving east, a causeway conveyed us over an immense salt lake called Chott
Djerid, some 70 feet below sea level. A couple of hours later, we were
descending through the Dahar Mountains and then into little Berber villages
Rome, toppled: The ruins at
where some of the locals still lived in
Carthage. Opposite, clockwise from top left:
troglodytic caves – which, for a couple
Local flavor for sale; El
of dinars, the residents happily allowed
Djem’s Roman amphitheus to enter. (One of these, a hotel in
ater; fiery harissa; Sidi
Bou Said; Monastir, the
Matmata, was used by George Lucas for
hometown of Tunisia’s first
the memorable bar scene in Star Wars.)
postcolonial president; and
Farther southeast were a number of the
movie-set-perfect granaries near Tataouine.
elaborate fortified granaries known as

(CARTHAGE) GUIZIOU FRAnCk/AGE FOTOSTOCk, (BOY AnD SPICES) GIl GIUGlIO/HEmIS/CORBIS, (AmPHITHEATER)
SPIlA RICCARDO/SImE/ESTOCk PHOTO, (HARISSA) DESGRIEUx/PHOTOCUISInE/CORBIS, (SIDI BOU SAID) lAIF/REDUx,
(mOnASTIR) J.D. DAllET/AGE FOTOSTOCk, (GHORFA) mATTHEW WAkEm/AURORA PHOTOS

1,700 years. Founded by the Phoenicians around 800 bc, Carthage
would later become the second-greatest city in the Roman Empire.
Today, the hills around the ancient metropolis are cluttered with
affluent houses and boulevards lined with date trees. Gesturing to
three massive catapult balls lying near a set of broken columns, Abde
said, “These are the WMDs the Romans used to destroy Carthage.”
Less than a mile away, we strolled through the ruins of the Antonine Baths – the Roman empire’s fourth largest, until the Vandals
sacked the complex in ad 439. Planted in the grass was a 2,500-yearold granite stela featuring the familiar Carthaginian stick-figure
symbol known as the Tanit. The stela had recently been plastered
back together after an obese tourist sat on it.
“Something as historically significant as this shouldn’t even be out
in the open where a tourist can touch it,” Abde said disapprovingly.
Then he shrugged. “But there’s no room in the museums for it. We’ve
got too many treasures to protect all of them.”
From Carthage we headed a few miles away to Sidi Bou Said, long a
haven for the artistic (Paul Klee) and the superfabulous (Sophia Loren).
Doors all over Tunisia – with three door knockers, one each for men,
women, and children so that hosts can distinguish the visitor – are a
marvel, but those of Sidi Bou Said take the concept to a new level. The
town’s whitewashed houses feature doors that are uniformly painted
blue, a throwback to days when the locals used leftover paint from their
boats. Tourists jammed the main strip and the coffee shops.
We ducked into Dar Zarrouk, a swank restaurant overhanging the
Mediterranean. Grilled fish, white wine, a view onto the sea … neither
of us asked it aloud, but the question was obvious: This is Africa?

PHOTO CREDIT
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ksour, where Berber Bedouins hunkered down for three centuries
until the country’s first postcolonial president, Habib Bourguiba,
decreed that Tunisians should abandon tribalism for the sake of national identity. The ksour at Haddada and El Ferch were blissfully deserted, their palm-wood doorways and elevated baked-mud rooms,
known as ghorfas, crumbling but still intact, like desert Alamos.
Late that afternoon we checked into the Sangho, an exquisitely
manicured desert rose of an inn just outside the remote village of
Tataouine. In a day’s drive, we had begun a few miles from Algeria
and concluded 50 miles west of Libya. Lara’s hair was still shiny from

the tfal treatment. We sat in the hotel garden, drank Tunisian beer,
and watched the desert mountains go crimson with the dusk.
Our driver, Shushan, greeted us the next morning with almond-filled local delicacies known as “horns of the gazelle.” With the Sahara in our rearview, Shushan pushed northward
through acres of olive groves, past herds of sheep as bulbous as pigs.
The sea came into view at the wealthy industrial city of Sfax. But we
departed the coastline for a look at the astounding Roman coliseum
at El Djem – the empire’s third biggest, where, standing in the middle

Touring Tunisia

Trips that reveal the country’s diversity.

Sights for the ages: El Djem’s Roman amphitheater, a statue of Venus at the Bardo Museum, and a mosque in the holy city of Kairouan.

WhEn to go Seasonally
speaking, Tunisia follows European
travel patterns, so if you like hot and
bustling, June through August is
your best bet – while temperatures,
crowds, and prices drop during the
very pleasant months of March
through May.

Doing it Cover desert, coast,
and countryside on a private
ten-day journey with Cox & Kings.
Begin and end in Tunis, where you’ll
explore its medieval medina, its
mosques, and the Bardo Museum.
After a day trip to the temple-filled
city of Dougga, travel to Kairouan,
Tunisia’s oldest Arab city, and stay
in a converted casbah. Tour the
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ghostly ruins of the desert’s Sufetula
before venturing into the countryside to marvel at El Djem’s ancient
Roman amphitheater. A visit to Carthage’s monumental ruins punctuates a drive along the coast to the
seaside villages of Mahdia, Sousse,
and Sidi Bou Said. Departures: Any
day through 2010 (high-season
supplement may apply in July and
August); from $5,975.

MorE WAys to go
Absolute Travel’s private six-day
trip to Tunisia showcases the
country’s highlights. Stay in both
Tunis and Kairouan, ideal bases for
excursions to Carthage, El Djem,
Sousse, and Monastir, a fishing
port turned resort town. A fitting
finale: Spend the last night of the
trip in a restored Ottoman palace.
Departures: Any day through 2010;
from $3,875.

Set sail on the 114-passenger Corinthian II with Travel Dynamics
International’s 13-day cruise
that includes
three days in
Tunisia. By day,
explore Carthage;
nearby North
Africa American
Cemetery and
Memorial, where
nearly 3,000
American soldiers
from World War
II are buried; and
Kasserine Pass,
an important
WWII battlefield.
By night, retire to
your cabin aboard
the all-suite
ship. The WWIIfocused itinerary
also includes stops

at Malta, Sicily, and multiple ports
on mainland Italy. Departure: September 9, 2010; from $6,995.

(EL DJEM) AListAir LAMing/ALAMy, (stAtUE) gorDon sincLAir/ALAMy,
(KAiroUAn) JEAn-MArc chArLEs/AgE FotostocK, (MAP) JAMEs noEL sMith

gEtting thErE Air France
offers daily nonstop and connecting
flights to Tunisia, as do Lufthansa,
Alitalia, and Air Europa.

of the arena, you can almost hear the echoes of Septimius Severus
and Hadrian roaring their approval of the blood sport below.
The best was saved for last, however. Kairouan, with 47 mosques,
is the Islamic soul of Tunisia. Its compact medina – with beautifully
ornamented doorways behind which the same families have resided
for over 1,000 years – throbs with authenticity. The dazzling Grand
Mosque of Oqba (named after the Arab general who founded it in
ad 670 as one of North Africa’s first Islamic temples) is a classically
Tunisian hybrid of Roman masonry beneath a Byzantine dome. We
spent a day in the old quarter, trying not to stare at the bearded men
who shuffled past in their sandals and silk djebbas and red chechiya
caps as if from some earlier century. Lara and I had begun to hone
our haggling talents in the medina’s antique jewelry stores, and so

when Abde reminded us that Kairouan is also Tunisia’s rug-making
capital, we immediately requested a visit to the city’s rug cooperative. An hour and a few cups of mint tea later, we emerged from the
co-op cradling large bundles of embroidered wool.
Back at the hotel in Kairouan – the magnificent Hôtel la Kasbah,
situated in a fortified stone palace adjacent to the medina – Lara
and I sat in our room with the windows thrown open to hear the
ritual chanting of the muezzin. We stared at the odd collection of
souvenirs we’d gathered: locally made olive oil, harissa chile powder,
silk scarves, rugs, rosewater, silver bracelets, a jewelry box made of
camel bone – and of course, the tfal and herbs.
“You still haven’t bought your ceramic octopus trap,” Lara observed.
“Next time,” I said confidently.

Insider Expertise
Virtuoso traVel adVisors’ GuiDE tO RuiNs Of thE WORlD
ephesus

• “there is so much history
here – both biblical and
world. Go just to walk the
streets. You’ll see the theater
where Paul preached and the
road where Cleopatra and
Mark Antony walked.”

• “the 15 percent of Ephesus
that has been excavated thus
far is so intact – buildings,
walkways, intricate murals,
clay pots – that you can easily
visualize the city as it was.”
Tip: “Visit in fall or spring.

Avoid July and August, when
temperatures soar.”
For an exclusive tour of Ephesus, see page 30.
egypt

Paul SPringett 06/alamy

• “Go to Egypt for the pyramids, the Valley of the Kings,
and the temples, including
Abu simbel. You enter Abu
simbel from the back, and
when you finally turn the
bend and see its enormous
relocated statues, it truly
amazes you.”
Tips: “Egypt needs to be

seen by both land and water.
A seven-day cruise on the

Nile out of Cairo, preceded
or followed by multiple days
in that city, is the way to go.”

• “hire an Egyptologist who

stays with you for your entire
trip to provide a seamless
historical thread through all
the ruins you visit.”
The Crystal symphony calls
on Egypt in May; learn more
on page 97.
Machu Picchu

• “i’ve seen lots of city
ruins, but none with the
background vistas that
bring Machu Picchu such
acclaim. the city is set on a
sunny ledge, with 360-degree views of cloud-skirted
mountain peaks and lush
urubamba Valley forests.”

Petra

• “As you exit

the canyon and
get your first
look at Petra’s
treasury, the
view simply
takes your
breath away.
it’s one of the
most stunning
‘first sights’ i’ve
ever seen.”
Tip: “spend a

Off the Beaten Path
Caral-Supe, Peru “Don’t pass
up Caral when visiting Machu Picchu; 130 miles north of Lima, it’s
the oldest site in the Americas.”
Ellora and Ajanta, India “Extraordinary temples and sculptures cut into the side of the hills.”
Paestum, Italy “Close to Salerno, this Greco-Roman city takes
your breath away on a sunny day.”
Palmyra, Syria “One of the bestpreserved Persian and Roman
cities in the world.”

lesser known and lovely:
night camping
ajanta, india’s temples.
near Petra to
see thousands
of stars, just as the ancients
three traVel adVisor tenets
did.” Read more about Petra
1. Go with a private guide. “They have insider access
on page 140.
to popular sites – you can see places before and after

Tip: “in lima, stay at Mira-

• “see life frozen in time –

flores Park hotel; in Cuzco,
hotel Monasterio. taking
the hiram Bingham train is
a must. And, of course, a

it’s unforgettable.”

hours.” “Good guides provide not only context and
culture, but also the historic, social, and personal details
that are part and parcel of bringing to life the bones that
ruins represent.”

Tips: “Don’t rush through this
area of italy. stay a few nights
in the little town of Benevento,
near Pompeii. October is a
fabulous time to visit.”

2. Go when the weather is right. “if ‘Location, location,
location’ is the credo in real estate, ‘Weather, weather,
weather’ is the travel mantra, especially in these places,
as they are mostly outdoors. Make sure to plan travel to
coincide with optimal weather.”

great way to end your trip is
to relax for a bit in the Colca
Canyon at the spectacular
las Casitas del Colca.”
Read more about Machu
Picchu on page 62.

Pompeii

• “the National
Archaeological Museum
in Naples is a great
complement to Pompeii.”

3. Go when the crowds don’t. “Try to go at sunrise or
sunset. Crowds are at a minimum, and the photo opportunities are spectacular.”
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Mexico
on a Mission
Trace the country’s history with a tour
through its colorful – and occasionally
quirky – colonial cities.

Pastel parish: San Miguel de Allende’s iconic La Parroquia de San Miguel Arcángel.

78

VIRTUOSO LIFE

FRanCEsCO
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LagnEsE

by jim atkinson
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There is a particular moment On a visit
to colonial Mexico that perfectly captures the region’s transcendent magic.
One instant you are in a cab, gliding toward
the city of Guanajuato along a modern Mexican highway replete with all the contemporary accoutrements: billboards, traffic jams,
and rude drivers. Suddenly, the car plunges
into a deep, nearly pitch-black tunnel.
Then, just as abruptly, the cab bursts into
sunlight, as if from some tourists’ purgatory,
into a Xanadu of domed cathedrals, craggy
cobblestoned streets, the sound of strolling street musicians, and the aphrodisiacal
aroma of frying beef. Even after half a dozen
trips to the region, I’m still surprised by the
sensation of having time-traveled back 400
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years in the distance of half a mile.
Many cities in Mexico can lay claim to the
designation “colonial” – from Guadalajara
in the west to Veracruz on the Gulf Coast to
Mérida in the Yucatán – because they were
founded and flourished during the colonial
era, which ran from the early sixteenth to the
early nineteenth century. But the true colonial region is generally thought to be the central highlands that spread west to east from
Mexico City – the so-called heartland that
includes Guanajuato, Querétaro, Mineral de
Pozos, Puebla, San Miguel de Allende, Morelia, Pátzcuaro, and Cuernavaca. This region

sits physically in the center of the country,
and it has been central to Mexico’s history
too: This is where the Spanish settled in the
sixteenth century, where the seeds of the
Mexican war against Spain were sown and
harvested in the nineteenth, where the nation’s founding fortunes from farming and
the mining of precious metals began.
These towns have all been painstakingly
maintained or restored so that travelers
experience a one-stop primer on Mexican
history and culture – everything from ornate colonial architecture to “Mex Mex”
food to psychedelically colored Indian folk
art – with the sweetest mountain climate
this side of Santa Fe. Plus, they are accessible – you could visit all the places here using hired drivers in about ten days to two
weeks – and are still one of the best travel

Francesco Lagnese

Music on the plaza: Mariachis in San Miguel de Allende.

Eat Like a Local: The best Guanajuato restaurant isn’t Mexican, but French, and it’s not
in the city proper, but in the suburb of Marfil.
Chez Nicole serves a rarely encountered
French-Mexican fusion; try the filet de trucha
salmonada (sautéed pink trout, stuffed with
corn and served with a poblano chile sauce).

QUERéTARO

Cathedrals, Opals, and … Ant Eggs?
At roughly ten times the size of Guanajuato,
Querétaro, about 90 miles east, is the colonial region’s industrial and commercial
center. At first blush, it’s a big, loud, bustling
city of traffic jams and auto parts factories,
but enter the city’s old town – a spectacularly restored seven-square-mile sector that
contains a stunning collection of Spanish
colonial architecture – and you leave modernity far, far away.

The Basílica Colegiata de Nuestra Señora de Guanajuato is a baroque beauty.

bargains going. Though this list is by no
means encompassing, it’s a good start to discovering the charm of colonial Mexico.

GUANAJUATO

Danita Delimont/alamy

Mountains, Mummies, and Diego Rivera
Guanajuato is the quirkiest of the colonial
cities, a kind of eccentric old uncle. Besides
its spooky tunnel system, which used to be
part of the town’s sewer matrix, it is home
to a mummy museum. Its more sober civic
side serves as the seat of government for the
state of Guanajuato and home to the state
university. Like most colonial towns, it is
very walkable, despite steep streets covered
with uneven cobblestones.
Don’t Miss: The museums. Start with the
Museo Casa Diego Rivera, in the same unimposing walk-up building where the flamboyant muralist grew up during the late
nineteenth century. Museo Iconográfico del

Quijote sits in a similarly nondescript colonial mansion and contains a thorough collection of sketched, painted, and sculpted
renderings of the literary antihero, including works by Dalí and Picasso.
The Museo de Los Momias is a more lowbrow cultural experience, but for a short
cab ride and a long wait in line, you can view
scores of mummified corpses (mainly of miners from years gone by; the oldest is 140) that
were exhumed from the cemetery to make
room for new arrivals when their gravesites
went unpaid. Macabre, perhaps, but it’s an interesting glimpse into Mexican history.
Other Highlights: The town’s 400-yearold Basílica Colegiata de Nuestra Señora de
Guanajuato is an architectural marvel. The
bright yellow baroque church contains the
oldest Christian statue in Mexico, a magnificent jeweled rendition of the Virgin from
the eighth century.

Don’t Miss: Like most colonial towns,
Querétaro has a rich mining history. Its specialty has always been opals – particularly
the red fire opal – which sell at shops such as
Lapidaria de Querétaro for about half their
U.S. price. Find even better bargains on simple folk-art jewelry made with nonprecious
stones such as quartz along the old city’s
many shopping callejónes, or alleys.
Other Highlights: The old city is a museum
unto itself. Its finest pieces are churches and
former convents, the masterpiece of which
is the Templo de Santa Rosa de Viterbo,
rightfully described as looking a bit like
some kind of eighteenth-century spaceship.
The town’s huge aqueduct, with 74 arches
(many as high as 20 feet), was considered
the signal engineering achievement of eighteenth-century colonial Mexico.
Eat Like a Local: Try the regional delicacy
known as escamoles, which are the larvae of
ants. These tiny eggs are usually sautéed in
butter with onions, green peppers, or cilantro, and are best found at Casa de la Marquesa restaurant.

MINERAL DE POZOS

Little Town, Big Heart
After the big-city buzz of Querétaro, take respite in the tiny village of Mineral de Pozos
(population 2,000), located about 50 miles
northwest. With its unrehabilitated cobble-
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Don’t Miss: Whatever celebration happens
to be going on that day. Like many small
Mexican towns, Pozos doesn’t need much
of an excuse for a parade or fiesta. The last
time I was in town, I hit the mother lode:
San Pedro Day, the celebration of the city’s
patron saint. When there’s a celebration in
Pozos, pretty much everyone in town shows

up to take part. Several bands – ranging from
mariachis to punkish rockers – make music;
artisans display various crafts; impromptu
taco and ice cream stands materialize. And,
of course, a conflagration of fireworks caps
the evening.
Eat Like a Local: The black-and-white soup
at Café des Artistes – half huitlacoche (a dark,
musky-tasting mushroomlike gall that
grows on corn and is elsewhere known as
“corn smut”) and half puréed corn – is about

Gem dandy: Evidence of
Querétaro’s rich mining roots.

Dance party in Pátzcuaro.
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as authentic an inland Mexican specialty
as you’ll find.

MORELIA AND PÁTZCUARO

A Life-and-Death Experience
Approximately 100 miles west of San Miguel
de Allende, in the state of Michoacán, are
two more colonial cities worth a visit: Morelia (population 550,000), a UNESCO World
Heritage Artistic Site, and its much smaller
neighbor, Pátzcuaro (population 50,000).
Together, they provide a thrilling cultural
and ecotourism experience.
Don’t Miss: November 1, El Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) in Mexico, arguably
the country’s most important holiday. On
this day, Mexicans believe, the souls of dead
relatives – especially the very young – return
to visit, and their loved ones prepare altars
to greet them. Some are modest in-home
table settings of flowers and the deceased’s
favorite foods; others are quite elaborate
graveside presentations.
Perhaps because it began as a pagan Indian ritual, nowhere in Mexico is this day
observed more enthusiastically than in
Pátzcuaro, which still has a large population
of P’urhépecha Indians and where you can
take cemetery tours on the big night. Celebrants toast their loved ones with tequila
and, quite literally, dance on – or at least
around – their graves. It’s a unique and unforgettable cultural experience.
Other Highlights: At Michoacán’s most famous ecotourism attraction, the Monarch
Butterfly Biosphere Reserve in the mountains in the far northeast of the state, hundreds of millions of the butterflies migrate
and overwinter. Stay in Morelia, Michoacán’s sophisticated and vibrant capital,
and have your Virtuoso advisor arrange a
guided tour of one of the five monarch sanctuaries nearby. It makes for a fairly tiring
day trip, as, aside from the two-hour drive to
the most popular sanctuary, El Rosario, you
must climb about 800 feet from the main
entrance to the butterfly overlook at 10,800
feet. Ah, but it’s worth every huff and puff,
as the sight of these creatures, like some
kind of glittering carpet over the land, is
definitely one of those things you must see
before you pass from the planet.

(dancers) brianmexico/alamy, (gems) World PicTUres/alamy

stoned streets that stretch for a mile in each
direction, Pozos is about as close to the real
colonial Mexico as you’ll get.

A taste of Mexico
in San Miguel.

Pool views at Puebla’s
La Purificadora hotel.

(FOOD) brOOke slezak, (CHUrCH) imagebrOker/alamy

One of Puebla’s
many churches.

Eat Like a Local: Corundas are a kind of
tamale, but with a local spin: The masa is
wrapped in a corn plant leaf, which has been
folded into a triangular shape. Generally,
corundas are not stuffed with meat, though
some have pork in the center. The key to this
dish is what you dribble over it, generally one
part cream, one part hot sauce. ¡Ay corunda!
Stay: Set on four acres in the hills just outside Morelia, picturesque Villa Montaña
Hotel & Spa boasts 36 casita-style rooms
with fireplaces, tiled floors, and antique
furnishings. Doubles from $190, including
breakfast, welcome cocktails, and a compli-

mentary session for two in the spa’s sensory
flotation chamber.

Puebla

Holy Mole!
Located about 75 miles east of Mexico City,
the bustling city of Puebla (population 1
million) contains 70 beautiful churches and
more than 1,000 exemplars of colonial architecture. Puebla is the fourth-largest city
in Mexico, but you’d never know it to walk
the charming cobblestoned streets of its
Centro district. With a commitment to preserving its colonial architecture, it is the
most conservative of the colonial cities;

the aging patriarch of a proud family that
doesn’t mind living in the past.
Don’t Miss: Puebla’s excellent Museo
Amparo, probably the best of colonial Mexico’s many fine museums dedicated to both
pre- and post-Spanish eras.
Eat Like a Local: Anything, anywhere, with
mole sauce on it. Puebla is one of the capitals of this unique Mexican sauce, which
includes, most prominently, chocolate and
chilies, but also numerous other spices and
ingredients. It’s a perfectly representative
food: spicy, rich, and hugely popular.
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Stay: La Purificadora, originally a water
purification plant, is a hip, 26-room boutique hotel with equal parts old (original
nineteenth-century walls) and new (a stunning glass-walled swimming pool). The
rooftop bar is a hoot. Doubles from $155,
including breakfast and a $50 food and beverage credit.

CUERNAVACA

Where the Sun Always Shines
Cuernavaca is known as the “City of Eternal
Spring,” and the nickname is no exaggeration. This mountain getaway, capital of the
state of Morelos, though dating back to preColumbian times, always looks and feels
as if it has just been scrubbed by hand and
dried by the glorious sun. With a population
of 700,000, it is a thriving metropolis that
draws both the wealthy of Mexico City (a
45-minute drive) and artistic types.
Don’t Miss: The ruins of Teopanzolco.
These ancient temples of the Tlahuica Indians, which initially appear as a large double
pyramid, sit more or less in the middle of
town as a constant reminder of Cuernavaca’s long history.

SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE

All About Art
This most popular and Americanized of the
colonial towns is the region’s cultural center, with two major art schools and a profusion of galleries. Though foreigners (mostly
Americans) now make up 15 percent of its
population of about 62,000, it continues to
artfully balance modernity and history. It’s
a good place to end a colonial tour, an easy
90-minute drive from Guanajuato International Airport in León.
Don’t Miss: The art galleries. Two favorites are Zócalo and Galeria Mariposa, both
of which offer fine folk art: papier-mâché,
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COLONIAL QUEST

Trips with history – and a generous helping of art and culture.
Classic Vacations’ eight-day privately guided tour starts in Guanajuato, where you’ll peer into Boca
del Infierno, a mineshaft that plunges 2,000 feet; explore the labyrinthine Callejón del Beso (Alley of the
Kiss); gawk at the macabre mummy museum; and discover the most scenic view in the city (don’t forget
your camera). The trip moves on to Morelia, Querétaro, and the archaeological site of Teotihuacán before
wrapping up in Mexico City. Departures: Any day through 2010; from $3,769.
Explore not just the culture, but the cuisine with Journey Mexico’s seven-day stay in the country’s colonial heartland. In Guanajuato, visit a textiles museum and potter’s workshop; in Mineral de Pozos, tour an
abandoned mine and meet with a local artisan who handcrafts musical instruments. Meet more artists
in San Miguel, where you’ll also hone your culinary skills with classes as the renowned Sazón Cookery
School. Departures: Any day through 2010; from $2,704.
Check six colonial cities off your list with SAT Mexico’s nine-day trip: Querétaro, San Miguel de
Allende, Guanajuato, Morelia, Pátzcuaro, and Guadalajara. Highlights include a visit to Tepotzotlán’s
San Francisco Javier monastery; Dolores Hidalgo, where the independence movement started and
where you’ll marvel at the curious underground avenue along the bottom of a hollowed-out ravine; and
an afternoon visit to Tlaquepaque, a Guadalajara suburb that is an important arts-and-crafts center.
Departures: Most days through December 15, 2010; from $3,391.

GETTING THERE Mexicana Airlines, now part of the Oneworld airline alliance, serves 36 destinations in Mexico, including many colonial cities.

JAMES NOEL SMITH

Eat Like a Local: Try the tacos at Grano del
Oro, one of many taquerias that line what is
known locally as the “calle de los tacos” (street
of tacos). These are not the crisp tacos we’ve
grown accustomed to in the States, but delicate, almost dainty soft tortillas stuffed with
your favorite filling – mine being Alhambra
(ground beef, bacon, and cheese).

paintings, wood and clay sculptures, fine
pottery, and copper urns. In recent years
such galleries have become a bit pricey, but
plenty of smaller galleries and shops, especially along Recreo and Zacateros streets,
offer less expensive folk art, such as calaveras
(skeleton statuettes that are part of Day of
the Dead celebrations) for under $50. Less
expensive still are the seemingly endless
offerings at the Mercado de Artesanías, a
short walk from the central jardín (garden),
where reasonably priced jewelry, pottery,
and embroidery are also available at kiosks.
Other Highlights: A modest plaza surrounded by well-coiffed laurel trees and
shadowed by a lovely neo-Gothic parroquia
(parish church), Jardín Principal is the heart
of town, with an inexhaustible supply of free
entertainment, much of it provided by art
students – drum bands, pickup mariachi
groups, sketch artists, and jugglers. Food
vendors crowd its outer perimeter, and impromptu events just seem to erupt: On my
last visit, a guitar band was strumming away
when a middle-aged couple decided to enjoy
a dance. They were soon joined by 50 or so
other habitués, and the fiesta was on.

(MASKS) brooKe SlezAK

Eat Like a Local: Adjacent to the parroquia
(within praying distance, locals like to say)
sits an old chapel that now houses the premier restaurant in town, La Capilla. Watch
the sunset while dining on dishes such as
wild mushroom ravioli with sage cream
sauce and chicken breast with mango-garlic
sauce and fried plantains.
Interestingly, across the same narrow,
cobblestoned street, you’ll find the bestfood-for-the-peso in town at El Ten Ten Pie,
a well-scrubbed adobe hole-in-the-wall that
serves a wide array of soft tacos with fillings
ranging from mushrooms to tangy chicken to
pumpkin seeds. They go for two to three dollars apiece, but the funky atmosphere is free.

Casa de Sierra Nevada’s tub
begs for a bath-time soak.

Colonial Mexico’s arts and crafts
reflect a culture of creativity.

Stay: Famed Casa de Sierra Nevada charms
with 37 guestrooms that sprawl throughout
several casas. No two are alike – you may
find a fireplace in one, a copper tub in another – but all have modern amenities, as well
as butler service. Its cooking school is reason
enough to visit. Doubles from $202, including
breakfast and two welcome margaritas.

N OV E M B E R | D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 9

85

rapid
REWARDS

GLOBAL GOURMET

Three generaTions Take To The Colorado river for an
awe-inspiring Trip Through The grand Canyon.

PHOTO CREDIT

by kimberly brown seely
photography by justin bailie
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PHOTO CREDIT

Time travel: The Colorado River and its tributaries have carved the
Grand Canyon over a period of 5.4 million years.
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Side hikes reveal
pockets of lushness.

lIfe Is short,
and the Grand Canyon is long, which makes it ideal for family bonding. But five minutes into our 12-day trip through the canyon, my
husband, Jeff, is worried. “Are you sure we need to be down here for
two weeks?”
We’ve just pushed off down the Colorado River in a 17-foot dory
with our two sons: 18-year-old Sam and his brother, James, 16. Our
superfit guide, Kerstin, manning the oars, is explaining how dories
differ from rafts: As passengers, we’ll need to shift our weight with
a quick high-side “punch,” willing the boats up and over each big
wave. For now, though, we’re bobbing over mud-brown riffles, and
it’s hot – 104 degrees.
We are here because I’ve been casually plotting for about 33 years
to transport my clan to the ancientness of the Grand Canyon. My
outdoorsy parents took my sister and me down the river in the 1970s,
and the experience evidently made such a lasting impression I’ve
wanted to bring my own family ever since. We’ve waited so long for
this reunion, in fact, we’ve decided to splurge and do it the way onearmed Civil War vet John Wesley Powell did – not in rubber rafts,
but in these beautiful, graceful dory boats.
To make the trip even more epic, I’ve invited my 71-year-old father
to come along (Mom’s adventure style these days leans more toward
Oberoi and Aman).
Soon we hear our first rapid, Badger, rated 4 to 6 on the canyon’s
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Glowing review: Riverside
relaxation by night.

scale of 1 to 10, rumbling downstream. Staring, we see the river come
to an edge and – whoosh! – apparently vanish. Kerstin, whom everybody calls KJ, stands for a good look, and I give a wave to my dad, up
ahead. He looks pumped. He grins just as his dory is seized by the
current and abruptly disappears over Badger’s lip.
Our turn. “Sit straight!” KJ commands. We slide neatly down the
rapid’s middle, while holes and haystacks explode all around. A wave
rises up like a hand and hits me flat in the chest. Cold!
“This is sick!” the boys yell, officially baptized and actually impressed. Thank god, I breathe to myself. They’re in for the trip of a
lifetime and just beginning to get it.
It’s hard to explaIn what’s so awe-InspIrIng about a grand
Canyon river trip, but after a day or so you realize it’s not all about
the rapids. You’ve got kids scrambling like lizards up billion-year-old
rocks, grown-ups leaping into enchanted pools. There’s the desert
heat that seeps into your skin. The heady smell of rain coming in the
distance. Sleeping mere feet from the silt-laden river while it carves
277 miles between towering cliffs. Each dawn, the canyon has a way
of drawing you deeper into it.
Even more than that, though, the trip is about time. It’s a meditation most people don’t get to have in their lives. Floating through the
Grand Canyon in a small boat is the perfect antidote to twenty-firstcentury overload – lives besieged by too much data, too many video
images, too many decibels. Even Jeff starts to perk up once he realizes no one can track him down here. How will total detachment affect the Facebook crowd? Luckily, we’ve got 12 days to find out.

boss, 92-year-old legend and conservationist Martin Litton, the first
outfitter to run the river in these fragile boats.
“When was the last time you shaved, Regan?” the boys ask.
“1970.”
It’s day 4 or 5, and beards are starting to sprout. We’ve been descending through layers of rock and millions of years, and settling
into a river routine. Dinner (steaks, grilled salmon, fresh salads,
even a Dutch-oven chocolate cake for my dad’s birthday) is served
family style out of big pots. We eat breakfast, make our miles, stop

“ you live your life
for these moments,”
jeff says.

Pretty boats, placid water.

Our trip is being led by Ote (short for “Coyote”) – Sue Dale of the
legendary “Dale dynasty,” the most illustrious family in Grand Canyon guiding. Ote is here with her husband, Regan (who guesses he’s
rowed the river 250 times by now, the equivalent of one-and-a-half
times around the world); their son, Duffy; and KJ, who is Duffy’s
wife. The Dales are all seriously cool, in large part because they’re
so capable at what they do, but also because they live life on their
own terms. Ote, 62, is long and lean, with a high-pitched voice and an
impish sense of humor that belie decades of dory-handling skill. The
boys are crazy about her. “This is so badass riding with Ote,” James
boasts one day after a wild spin.
Regan, who could double for John Muir, started boating the canyon when he was 21. He’s guided David Brower, Edward Abbey, and
Bruce Babbitt and has stories about them all, and about his original

at side canyons for hikes and lunch, unpack, sleep beneath the stars,
and repeat. There is the stripping away of things, the pleasing realization that you really don’t need much. Each morning we wake to
blue skies and strong coffee. There’s the sound of the river, the snap
of tent poles, the whisking of sand. We stand on white beaches and
watch the sun climb up 500-foot red-wall cliffs, while overhead, cirrus clouds drift like boats.
Soon the canyon walls narrow, and we enter the Inner Gorge.
Here, black Vishnu Schist, rock that has existed for so vast a time our
short, human frame of reference can’t even fathom it, rises alongside the current. “It seems straight out of Lord of the Rings,” Sam
says in the hush. It’s at this moment that I recall what it was I loved
so much about this place as a teen. It was the sensation that no matter how old you were, or how essential you thought your life was, you
were minuscule by comparison. It’s both comforting and humbling,
like being wrapped in a warm Navajo blanket.
“Tomorrow we’ll run Granite,” says Regan one night. “This is the
biggest water in North America, and these are the smallest boats
that run it.” Drifting toward Granite’s deceptively smooth tongue
the next morning, the only sounds are the buzz of cicadas and the
loud thump-thump of my heart. We drop into a churning maelstrom
of froth the color of a Frappuccino and are immediately hit by a lateral wave. My father and Sam punch through it, the boat dives into a

Rowing through Hermit Rapids,
some of the Colorado’s most daunting.
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Deep thought: The
wilder the ride, the
smoother the moves.

A dory navigates the famed –
and challenging – Lava Falls.

monster hole, and we find ourselves staring into the face of a towering wall of water.
“Grip tight!” KJ yells. “Don’t bail till I tell you!” The boat crests
over the top, and the next wave hits me right in the side of the head.
“That was HUGE!” the boys bellow. Our stern is so full of water,
James and I sit waist deep. We bail like maniacs, our most exciting
day yet on the river by far. No sooner have we bailed ourselves out
than we’re flying through Vishnu again, headed for Hermit, which
turns out to be even wilder.
“This is as close to the edge as you can come without crossing the
line,” says Regan later. What he doesn’t say is that the dories also
happen to be drop-dead gorgeous – not only the boats themselves,
but the way they pivot and slice through the waves, instead of just
sploshing, like rafts.
A few times each day the sound of motors intrudes, and a huge silvery-gray “baloney boat” comes charging around the bend, swarming with passengers. They’ll make it to Lake Mead in just six days
with a buckaroo kind of ride. I watch my six-foot-two son and his sixfoot-two grandfather throw their tandem string-bean weight into
each wave and feel smug. How lucky we are. What day is it? I haven’t
a clue. It’s the kind of day when you can hear your heart beat. That’s
more than enough.
By week two, the weather turns wacky. It’s august monsoon
season, and we’ve got weather in the extreme: sandstorms, thunder,
lightning, rain. And the weather isn’t the only thing that’s changing;
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ing; it’s as if the wind and sand start to peel back layers of people’s
personalities. Sam has given in to the shocking relaxation of his noelectronics diet. “I love it here; everything’s so simple,” he says,
settling down with a drink and a book. My dad tries Hula-hooping,
hilarious. I try rowing, even more hilarious.
The group – which consists of several additional father-daughter
and father-son pairs, as well as two best friends from Barcelona, Ramon and Rafael, who have flown all the way from Spain to float the
Grand Canyon, having seen it on vacation with their wives and kids
years ago – begins melding into an extended family linked by the simple act of being together in this marvelous, wild place. One night the
wind picks up, lightning flashes, and thunder as loud as a freight train
echoes off the rim. Jeff and I are fine inside our tent during the violent
storm that ensues, but we have to laugh when we hear our boxer-clad
boys struggling to attach their tent’s rain-fly in the dark. And we all
fall for Ramon and Rafael, who speak excellent English but have the
humorous misfortune of not knowing one crucial word.
“Bil? Bil? What is bil?” Rafael jokes, relating how on the first day
Ote kept yelling at them, “BAIL!!! BAIL!!!” while he and Ramon just
sat there, their boat filling up with water.
“Man, we’re going to get pounded,” duffy observes to the
four of us riding in his boat one afternoon. He pulls on Gore-Tex
for the first time in ten days. This looks serious. A mass of clouds
has moved in downstream, the wind gusts hard upriver, and although it’s been raining steadily, the rain turns, bizarrely, to hail.

A riverside lunch buffet.

We joke about the hammering precipitation.
Then comes the crack of thunder, and there isn’t much joking. We
enter the Muav Gorge section of the canyon, a sinister place to be in
a storm. Limestone walls rise nearly 2,500 feet over the river here,
and it’s narrow.
“There’s no way we’ll be going to Havasu tomorrow,” Ote predicts as we beach the boats. From the small camp where we stand,
drenched and shivering, we can see two waterfalls rocketing off the
rim in front of us. We stare, in awe, as they morph from picturesque
cascades into six, then sixty, then hundreds of mud-spewing pounders thrumming off the canyon rim. Across the river the same drama
unfolds. Within 15 minutes the Grand Canyon has turned from a
stone cathedral to a violent spectacle. Everywhere is rushing water,
rock, and mud.
Each of us is suddenly acutely aware that we are standing at the
bottom of the deepest drainage in North America. Erosion, typically
more of a concept than a run-for-your-life drama, is happening, real
time, all around us. It’s as if the canyon has literally sprung to life –
water cascading off the cliffs, beaches breaking up. That’s right, the
Grand Canyon wouldn’t even exist if it weren’t for extreme erosion, I finally remember, agape.
“You could be here 50 years and not see this,” Regan says, eyeing
the situation like a hawk. That is when Ote announces we’ll set up
camp – right here in the wet sand. And we do.
By morning the waterfalls have utterly vanished, and the sun is
shining. The only sign that anything ever happened is Park Service

Layers of meaning: Rock
strata in the canyon date back
billions of years.
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helicopters buzzing overhead. Downstream at Havasu, which has
a history of flooding, we’d later learn, water has swept away rafts,
tents, and supplies.
I step into Ote’s boat, buckle my life vest, and we all push off again.
The canyon holds the pleasing smell of minerals, dirt, and tamarisk. Ote sends her 11-foot oars planing through the water with
smooth, even strokes. As the blades emerge from each stroke, droplets flicker off the ends, flashing in the morning light. Everything
looks refreshed and cleansed.
I’d wanted to take an epic trip, to share an ultimate Grand Canyon
adventure with my family. I’d wanted the boys to know the enormity
of nature, to feel humbled by this place. And somehow, we’d hit the
jackpot. “You live your life for these moments,” Jeff says, feet up,
dragging a hand in the water.
No kidding, I thought, in the enormous stillness that filled the
canyon. I looked around at the other contented faces of the group
and felt that we had all been through something together. Then I
watched the river carry us away in our flotilla of small boats, thoroughly rinsed, wind-dried, and as alive as we’d ever be.

WHITE-WATER WISH LIST
Classic river trips around the world.
doing it Touch the
Southwest can arrange
for classic 15- or 18-day
wooden dory trips down
the Colorado, giving
guests an opportunity
to dip their toes in the
same historic rapids
that John Wesley Powell
first explored in the late
1860s. The company’s
connections in the region also include a river
trip that’s accompanied
by a string quartet floating alongside guests in
their own raft. Prices and
departure dates vary.
In addition to a remote
600-acre location in the
Four Corners area, clean
design that plays up
the surrounding vistas,
and all the usual Aman
trappings and service,
Utah’s new 40-suite
Amangiri resort offers
a taste of the river life
with half-day excursions
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down a placid pre-Grand
Canyon stretch of the
Colorado between Glen
Canyon Dam and Lees
Ferry. Doubles from $600,
including breakfast and
one lunch for two. Rafting
trip extra.

MoRE RiVER
tRiPS Oregon’s Rogue
River provides a classic
North American wild
ride, as evidenced on
Abercrombie & Kent’s
six-day excursion. Tackle
the river’s exhilarating
Class IV rapids, hike the
surrounding countryside,
visit a historic ranch,
and sleep under the
stars. Departures: Private
departures through 2010;
from $11,650.
During Alpine Adventures’ five-day
white-water tour of
Costa Rica, rafters ply
the Reventazón and

Pacuare rivers, passing
monkeys and colorful birds and ranging
through Class III and IV
rapids by day, camping
in riverside bungalows
by night. Departures:
Any day through 2010;
from $910 per person for
parties of four.
Travelers on Fiji getaways with Pleasant
Holidays can experience the power of the
Navua River during a
daylong rafting excursion through jungle
and past cascading
waterfalls, with stops
for lunch and a dip
in the river. Departures: Any day through
December 24, 2009, and
from January 14 through
March 31, 2010; from
$1,689, including roundtrip airfare from Los
Angeles, accommodations, and rafting.

An impromptu cooldown.

Scalloped ledges of ancient
sandstone rise in pancaked stacks.

V I RT U O S O
EXCLUSIVE
Receive up to $300
Onboard Credit†
per stateroom

Be a part of the most celebrated legacy in travel
2010 World Voyage Segments — Balcony Fares starting at:
$8,656*

$3,820*

$3,499*

Hong Kong to Cape Town
40 Days — February 13

Sydney to Cape Town
17 Days — March 8

Cape Town to New York
21 Days — March 25

Reserve with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club benefits:
Competitive Fares • Exclusive Shore Events • Onboard Welcome Reception and Host

C A L L YO U R V I RT U O S O T R AV E L A D V I S O R T O P L A N YO U R A D V E N T U R E T O D AY
*Fares are per person, quoted in U.S. dollars, based on double occupancy, voyage only, subject to availability and capacity controlled. $3499 fare applies to Balcony category B5 03/25/10 Queen Mary 2 CPT-NYC segment, $3820 fare applies to category
B5 Queen Mary 2 03/08/10 SYD-CPT segment, $8656 fare applied to category B5 02/13/10 Queen Mary 2 HKG-CPT segment. Government fees and taxes of up to $89.19 per person are additional and may be higher for Canadian residents. Cunard reserves
the right to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. Additional government fees and taxes are per person. †Up to $300 Onboard
Credit is based on double occupancy, applies to the first two guests in a stateroom only, is $75 per person for inside and outside staterooms, and $150 per person (Max $300 per stateroom) for Balcony and Grill staterooms. See applicable 2010 Cunard
World Cruise brochure or visit Cunard.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all reservations. Certain restrictions apply. Ship’s Registry: Great Britain. ©2009 Cunard.

IMAGINE A PLACE WHERE YOUR EVERY NEED IS ANTICIPATED.
Step into the life created for you at Capella Hotels.
Allow us to serve you and attend to every comfort, amenity and activity with
great pride and care because every moment of your stay is important to us.
We warmly welcome you to your home away from home.

Breidenbacher Hof, a Capella Hotel
Düsseldorf, Germany

Capella Singapore
Sentosa Island, Singapore

Capella Ixtapa
Ixtapa, Mexico

A legend has taken its rightful place as one of

The flagship property for Capella Hotels and Resorts

Between Mexico’s Sierra Madre Mountains and the

Europe‘s leading hotels. With the best location in the

Pacific Ocean, and surrounded by lush, tropical

city along the Königsallee in downtown Düsseldorf,
the Breidenbacher Hof is primed to make your stay

in Asia offers an inspiring natural setting while
providing easy access to Singapore’s financial and
shopping districts. Residing on 30 acres of lush

one of a kind. Benefit from the prestige of close to
200 years of tradition and the comfort of a true

rainforest, the resort’s peaceful setting features
traditional and modern architecture with awe-inspiring

sharing a well-kept secret. Set alongside a stunning
rock cliff with endless views of the breathtaking

luxury hotel that has been built to meet the needs
of today’s modern traveler. Personal and attentive

views of the South China Sea. Experience the ultimate
in personalized service and a new standard of luxury,

azure blue ocean, Capella Ixtapa offers its guests a
hideaway setting that belies the wealth of attractions

service makes every stay an experience.

combining the best of old and new Singapore.

just minutes away.

Breidenbacher Hof,
a Capella Hotel
Königsallee 11 · 40212 Düsseldorf · Germany
www.breidenbacherhofcapella.com
General Hotel Enquiries +49 211 - 160 900For

Capella Singapore
1 The Knolls
Sentosa Island, Singapore 098297
www.capellasingapore.com
General
Hotelcall
Enquiries
6377 8888 travel
reservations,
please
your+65
Virtuoso

forests lies Capella Ixtapa, a secluded, romantic and
exclusive resort whose location is so private it’s like

Capella Ixtapa
Paseo Playa Linda
Ixtapa, Guerrero | C.P. 40880 · Mexico
www.capellaixtapa.com
advisor. General Hotel Enquiries 755 55 51100

12 GREAT
REASONS
TO CRuiSE
iN 2010
Keith Goldstein/PhotoniCA/ GettY iMAGes

With neW ships, great values, and compelling
ports of call, cruise lines are serving up
a year’s Worth of smooth sailing. BY JIM GULLO
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There may be as many reasons for Taking cruises as There are fish in The sea,
or for that matter, as there are cruise ships sailing the globe: 203 at last count, according to
the cruise Lines international association. That means lots of choices for travelers – from
brand-new megaships to sailing schooners, tried-and-true itineraries to exotic voyages with
novel ports of call. it also means lots of research, so we’ve surveyed the many offerings and present these, our 12 top cruising choices for 2010, one for every month. santa, are you listening?
January

MarCh

Key to happiness

the noRth oF
soUth aMeRiCa

REGENT SEVEN SEAS CRUISES’ SEVEN
SEAS NAVIGATOR TO KEY WEST
Why yOu ShOuLD SET SaIL: Skip the crowds
and join the Conch Republic’s ongoing party

Smile, you’re on webcam.
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Brunei’s capital Bandar Seri Begawan.

FEBruary

the sULtan anD i
SEAbOURN’S SEABOURN ODYSSEY
TO MUARA, bRUNEI
Why yOu ShOuLD SET SaIL: A rare port of call
Brunei, the domain of the extravagantly
wealthy Sultan of Brunei, has been reluctant to encourage international tourism,
and few ships are allowed to call at the port
city of Muara. The richly appointed, 450passenger Seabourn Odyssey makes its only
visit of the year midway through a 20-day
journey that begins in Sydney and traverses
the Coral and Java seas, with calls at Cairns
and Darwin, Australia, before Brunei. From
Muara, take a tour to the capital, Bandar Seri
Begawan, 20 miles up the Brunei River, to
see distinctive houses on stilts, an architectural style that Magellan’s crew noted more
than 400 years ago. The ship then crosses
the South China Sea to Hong Kong, where
an overnight visit allows time for exploring
– and shopping like a sultan. Departure: February 24, 2010; from $10,572.

Most South American itineraries traverse
the chilly waters of Cape Horn, but the
684-passenger Insignia’s 27-day journey
sticks to warmer, equatorial climes as it leisurely makes its way from Valparaíso to Rio
de Janeiro on a northerly route. Docking at
the charming village of Manta, Ecuador,
makes for a fine day of sightseeing or shopping for handwoven alpaca scarves. Board
a plane for a day trip to explore Ecuador’s
capital city Quito, in the heart of the Andes
Mountains, or experience dawn at Machu
Picchu during an overnight stop in Lima.
Continuing north, the ship traverses
the Panama Canal to stop at Cartagena,
Oranjestad, and the colonial Brazilian
town of Recife. When you wind up in Rio,
you may realize that you never unpacked
your jacket and gloves. Departure: March
7, 2010; from $5,498.

Colorful Ecuador.

PHOTO CREDIT

At many domestic cruise terminals the ships
line up like dominoes, but you’ll have Key
West’s intimate Bight Marina – just a tie-dyed
stone’s throw from groovin’ Mallory Square,
the island’s nightly sunset party venue – all
to yourself when you arrive on the island of
Hemingway, Duval Street, and conchs on the
490-passenger Seven Seas Navigator. The tenday sun- and sand-filled cruise, round-trip
from Fort Lauderdale, takes in such western
Caribbean hot spots as Belize City, Cozumel, and Roatán, where a private beach party
at Coral Cay should put you in the proper
mood for the ongoing party that is Key West.
Regent offers two-for-one fares along with
free unlimited shore excursions, which
might include light-tackle fishing à la Papa
Hemingway, parasailing, or a GPS-guided
walking tour of Key West’s charming streets
and sights. A word to the wise: There’s a live
webcam in front of Sloppy Joe’s Bar (live
duvalstreet.com) – decide for yourself what
you want the world to see. Departure: January 23, 2010; from $3,965.

OCEANIA CRUISES’ INSIGNIA
TO RIO DE JANEIRO
Why yOu ShOuLD SET SaIL: Visit remote ports
and explore South America

May

OLD AND NEW
Spend spring break in the Bahamas.

VALUE

aprIL
apr

SPRING FORWARD

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL’S
MONARCH OF THE SEAS
TO THE BAHAMAS
Why yOU ShOULD SET SaIL: It’s a quick, affordable island getaway

(KEY WEST) LaurEn ZEid/ESTocK PhoTo, (Bandar SEri BEGaWan) unKnoWn SPEcTrum PhoT/ aGE FoToSTocK, (Ecuador)
oriEnT/SimE/ESTocK PhoTo, (BahamaS) STEPhEn FrinK/corBiS, (LuXor) amr aBdaLLah daLSh/rEuTErS/corBiS, (nEW
YorK) JaKE raJS/aLamY

CRYSTAL CRUISES’ CRYSTAL
SYMPHONY TO LUXOR AND CAIRO
Why yOU ShOULD SET SaIL: Ancient temples
and modern cities

No time for a long cruise, yet dying for
some springtime sun and sand? Royal Caribbean has a perfect four-day Bahamas
getaway, round-trip from Port Canaveral.
The 2,744-passenger Monarch of the Seas
has been refurbished stem to stern and is
loaded for action with a basketball court,
rock-climbing wall, spa, and fitness center.
For dinner, choose between, say, sushi and
make-your-own pizza. And the price is not a
misprint: $239, a rock-bottom bargain and a
powerful enticement for family and friends
to join your spring-break spree. Departures:
April 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2010; from $239.

Crystal Symphony’s 14-day voyage offers
land excursions to some of the most exotic
spots on earth. Board the 922-passenger
ship in the thriving, skyscraper-filled city of
Dubai and by the time you depart in Athens/
Piraeus two weeks later, you will have transited the Suez Canal; sailed the Arabian Sea;
toured the magnificent Egyptian temples of
Luxor, Karnak, and the Valley of the Kings;
and spent a day in Cairo, with its modern
life overlaid on pyramids and the ancient
shopping bazaar. Crystal Cruises president
Gregg L. Michel hosts the voyage, which
coincides with the line’s 20th anniversary,
with special onboard receptions and lectures, and the company offers a $1,000 shipboard credit for purchases and incidentals.
Book six cabins for friends and family and
Crystal will add more shipboard credits,
prepaid gratuities, complimentary photos,
and free passage for children under 17. Departure: May 12, 2010; from $7,200.

Egypt’s Temple of Deir El-Bahri.

Harbor highlight: The Statue of Liberty.

JUNE

CLASSIC

DOUBLE DOSE
OF LIBERTY

CUNARD’S QUEEN MARY 2
FROM NEW YORK HARBOR
Why yOU ShOULD SET SaIL: Cross the Atlantic twice from New York
Sailing through New York Harbor is one
of the great thrills of cruising. Passengers
crowd the decks to watch the ship pass
under the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge,
the vessel’s stacks seemingly just clearing the underside, and then the Statue of
Liberty appears like a beacon of freedom
and hope, with glittering Manhattan
ahead promising a great day of adventures. Cunard’s 3 ,090-passenger Queen
Mary 2 makes 21 annual transatlantic
crossings, and this one, a 24-day roundtrip voyage from the Big Apple, shows off
the harbor coming and going. In between
are tours of Scandinavian ports in search
of the midnight sun and nearly two full
days in England, with time to pop off to
London. What to do during the 15 days at
sea? Sample Cunard executive chef JeanMarie Zimmermann’s outstanding cuisine, take in shows or dance in the largest ballroom at sea, and enjoy the polish
and sophistication of one of the world’s
grandest ships. Departure: June 7, 2010;
from $5,435.
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SEpTEmbEr

DESTINATION: ASIA

July

LAUNCH DATE

SILVERSEA CRUISES’ SILVER SHADOW
TO NAGASAKI AND BEIJING
Why yOu ShOulD SET SAIl: The perfect day
in Nagasaki

HOLLAND AMERICA LINE’S
NIEUW AMSTERDAM FROM VENICE
Why yOu ShOulD SET SAIl: The maiden
voyage of Holland America’s newest ship
Everything but the name will be brand-new
when Holland America’s 2,106-passenger
Nieuw Amsterdam sails from Venice on its
Fourth of July maiden voyage. The fourth
ship to carry the name in the company’s history, this newest of the Nieuw Amsterdams
has been decorated in homage to its namesake city (New York, originally called New
Amsterdam). A maiden voyage is an exciting
experience for guests and crew alike, made
all the more so in this case by a lovely, tenday Adriatic itinerary that begins as you slip
past Piazza San Marco and then continues
to Croatia’s Split and the walled city of Dubrovnik; Katakolon and Corfu, Greece; and
concludes in Ravenna, Italy. Take a cooking class at the ship’s Culinary Arts Center,
then work off the calories at the large gymnasium space on the Lido Deck (complete
with a spa). Can’t make the maiden sailing?
Nieuw Amsterdam continues Mediterranean
voyages through mid-October. Departure:
July 4, 2010; from $1,799.
Say “Ciao” to Venice
as you depart on the
Nieuw Amsterdam’s
maiden voyage.
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Sail away on a Star Clippers tall ship.

AuguST

UNDER FULL SAIL
STAR CLIPPERS’ STAR FLYER
TO OLYMPOS, TURKEY
Why yOu ShOulD SET SAIl: Small-ship sailing
and lots of water sports
With its graceful sails, miles of rigging, and
teak trim, Star Clippers’ 170-passenger Star
Flyer feels more like a private sailing yacht
than a traditional cruise ship. You won’t
find any nightclubs or movie theaters on
board, but the ship more than compensates
with superb water sports, not to mention
the ability to stop at smaller harbors that
full-size ships can’t touch. On this voyage,
Star Flyer shows off these advantages with
maiden calls in Greece and Turkey’s “Blue
Voyage” region – a favorite of the European
yachting set – on seven-day round-trip sailings from Rhodes, Greece. Anchoring at
the ports of Antalya and Olympos, Turkey,
and the tiny Greek island of Kastellórizon,
the ship brings out the beach toys: You can
kayak, water ski, and sail all day. The evening brings surprisingly elegant dining and
a strong wine list. Stargazing on deck – or
on the bowsprit’s webbing – is all the nightlife you’ll need. Departures: August 14, 2010;
from $2,075.

Sometimes a cruise delivers one pitchperfect day that lingers the longest among
the memories of a voyage’s many pleasures.
Consider an autumn Sunday in Nagasaki,
- - which is the last
on the island of Kyushu,
Japanese stop aboard the 382-passenger
Silver Shadow on this 11-day voyage that
begins in Tokyo and continues with calls
in South Korea and China. Explore the city’s
Peace Park and Nagasaki Atomic Bomb
Museum, built to commemorate the atomic
bomb blast of August 9, 1945, or search for
treasures at the Hamanomachi shopping
arcade, a mile from the cruise terminal. For
a personalized exploration, the ship’s concierge can arrange private tours, and Silver Shadow’s new butler service, which has
been extended to all cabin categories, can
whip up anything from a scented bath to a
cocktail party with new friends. Overnight
stops in Osaka, Beijing (by way of Tianjin),
and Shanghai allow extra time to explore
Asian capitals and cultures. Departure: September 29, 2010; from $5,758.

Fall festival in Nagasaki.

PHOTO CREDIT

NEW

November

HOLY LAND
Leaf-peeping in Maine.
oCTober

FALL BACK
CELEBRITY CRUISES’ SUMMIT TO
NEW ENGLAND AND CANADA
Why yoU ShoULD SeT SAIL: Colorful fall
foliage at its peak

(VENICE) Kaos03/sIME/EsToCK PHoTo, (NaGasaKI) TraVEl INK/GETTY IMaGEs, (MaINE) GräfENHaIN GüNTEr/
sIME/EsToCK PHoTo, (jErusalEM) GabrIEl jaIME jIMENEz/EsToCK PHoTo

The air should be crisp, the apples ripe, and
fall foliage at its dazzling best when the
2,034-passenger Celebrity Summit departs
New Jersey’s Cape Liberty for this 14-night
round-trip voyage north to New England
and Canada. Stops in Boston and Québec
lend an urban vibe, while five days at sea allow for plenty of shipboard relaxation, but
fall colors are the cruise’s claim to fame,
with excursions from Portland and Bar
Harbor, Maine, and Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island. Departure: October 10, 2010;
from $1,599.

AZAMARA CRUISES’ AZAMARA
JOURNEY TO HAIFA AND JERUSALEM
Why yoU ShoULD SeT SAIL: See Israel’s most
important biblical sites
It’s a pity that politics and strife exclude
Israel from most Mediterranean itineraries;
this 12-night, Athens-to-Rome voyage on
board the 694-passenger Azamara Journey
is one of just four voyages the company
makes to the Holy Land all year. But what
a wealth of things to see and do: overnight
tours to Nazareth and Jerusalem, visiting
the Masada fortress where Jews held off the
Romans for months, lunch at a kibbutz, and
a swim in the ultrasalty Dead Sea (you’ve
never been so buoyant). And that’s just the
Israel portion. The cruise also calls on two
Greek islands and two Egyptian ports, and
spends a night in Sorrento, Italy. Azamara’s
careful, attentive service has butlers tending to every stateroom. Departure: November 3, 2010; from $1,949.

Private party on Princess Cays.

The Old City of Jerusalem.

VALUE

DeCember
De

PRIVATE ISLAND

PRINCESS CRUISES’ CROWN
PRINCESS TO THE BAHAMAS
Why yoU ShoULD SeT SAIL: An all-day party
on a private cay
Princess Cruises excels at quick, fun getaways with its winter lineup of Caribbean
departures from Fort Lauderdale. The
3,070-passenger Crown Princess makes
five-day journeys where the action starts
the minute you hit the 16th-floor Sun Deck
for a lively pool scene with drinks, music,
and, at night, movies projected onto a big
screen under the stars. Inside, grab a bite
and people-watch in the atrium, which
mimics an Italian piazza, or avoid the dinnertime crowds with a romantic lobster
dinner for two on your patio. After a call at
Grand Turk and a day at sea, the party spills
onto the beach at Princess Cays, a private
beach retreat on the Bahamian island of
Eleuthera, for a barbecue, snorkeling, kayaking, and playing in the powder-blue Caribbean water. Reserve a private cabana for
the day for an air-conditioned retreat.
Departure: December 18, 2010; from $499.
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· Rediscover The Cuisine ·

Mexico:
The Ultimate i n

Life Experiences
Come to México for a one-of-a-kind vacation where you can relax on one of our many stunning
beaches, experience history at multiple archeological sites, savor the authentic cuisine or get back to
nature at the unbeatable wildlife preserves. Where else can you experience so much?

w w w.VisitM ex ico. com

· Rediscover The Adventure ·

Yucatan:

Be impressed

The magic of Yucatán will impress you. World-famous archaeological sites, colonial cities, beautiful beaches, enchanted
cenotes and distinct cuisine make Yucatán one of México’s favorite travel destinations. Admire the sacred Mayan
pyramids of Chichen Itza, one of the New Seven Wonders of the World.

www.yuca tan .t ra vel

· Rediscover The Art ·

explore the

heart of Mexico
in San Miguel de Allende

A favorite city in Guanajuato, San Miguel de Allende was just voted a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
With its cobbled streets, colonial architecture, natural hot springs, and mild clime, San Miguel de Allende
attracts expatriate artists, writers, and musicians.

www.turismosanmig uel . com . mx

· Rediscover The History ·

Your experience

historyin
Guanajuato

becomes

Guanajuato state is one of the richest mineral regions. Come find your fortune in the city by the same name
with its narrow twisting streets disappearing into winding tunnels. Guanajuato was named a UNESCO World Heritage
site in 1988 and includes the city of San Miguel de Allende.

www. g uanajua to -t ra vel . com

· Rediscover The Warm th ·

Visit
the Spas
of morelos
It may be Mexico’s smallest state but Morelos looms large for travelers who seek a diverse range of
activities. Explore lush gardens in the capital city Cuernavaca, hot springs in Cuautla, and Xochicalco, the
archaeological World Heritage Site by UNESCO famous for its Pyramid of the Plumed Serpent.

www. e-morelos . g ob. mx

· Rediscover The Beauty ·

Uncover the

SecretS of Puebla

Visit the historic city center, awarded World Cultural Heritage Site by UNESCO, and tour Cholula,
home of the largest pyramid and the world’s largest monument. The Church of Our Lady of the Remedies,
built by the Spaniards in 1594, sits on top of the ruin and is a major pilgrimage site.

www.visi tpuebla .t ra vel

One Award-Winning Company...
So Many Ways to See The World

From classic Tauck favorites in North America, European cruise-tours and exotic journeys in Africa and Asia to inclusive Tauck Bridges family
vacations and exciting new Culturious adventures, Tauck has inspired world travelers for 85 years. It’s not just where we go that has made us
the company of choice for the most discerning agents and consumers. It’s also what we do when we get there that has earned us recognition as a
4-time winner of Virtuoso’s “Best Escorted Tour Operator.” Take our elegant adventure in South Africa, pairing escorted sightseeing – wine tastings
included – and 4 nights on safari in private game reserves with pampering stays in the world’s best hotels. Or our new once-in-a-lifetime Culturious
expedition to Namibia and the southern tip of Africa, debuting in 2010 with game drives, dune climbing and a balloon ride, hiking and biking in the
winelands, kayaking with seals and sundowners with friends. Memorable travel experiences like these entice with exclusive cultural connections
and personal services that invite savvy travelers to follow their passion with authenticity and unsurpassed travel value, hallmarks of Tauck.

UC
TA K

1925 •

010
•2

85
years

Virtuoso Best Escorted
Tour Operator
2006-2009

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

YO CONNECTING D
L
U TO
THE WOR

WiNNiNG
Combination
Vancouver and Whistler
Blackcomb team up for the
2010 Winter Olympics.

T

BY AARON GULLEY

he biggest question in the run-up to the 2010 Winter
Olympics isn’t “Why Vancouver?” but “Why not Vancouver sooner?”
Eclipsing every other North American resort with its pure heft (8,171
skiable acres for anyone counting), and consistently outstripping the
Alps’ bony bases with a whopping 33-foot annual snowfall average,
skiing’s 800-pound gorilla, Whistler Blackcomb, is long overdue for its golden
moment. In fact, the whole of British Columbia is widely considered Valhalla
among winter sports diehards, with a backcountry freckled by ski lodges and
more heli-ski operators than there are Eskimo words for snow. But it’s not all
planks and vertical drop – the real all-star of the 2010 Games is destined to be
Vancouver proper, a city that’s at once cosmopolitan and communal, culturally proud and quirky, and blessed with a topography that has visitors reserving U-Hauls by the end of their inaugural visit. In other words, if you feel you
need another excuse to visit Vancouver, you’re both very mistaken and very
much in luck: The Olympics arrive this February.

Simeone Giovanni/Sime/eSToCK PHoTo

Whistler’s pedestrianonly village at dusk.
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to increase indigenous participation as well, with athletes such
as Inuit speed skater Aqpik Peter and Wet’suwet’en Nation snowboarder Chelsie Mitchell. And that colorful, blocky, anthropoid symbol promoting the Games? That’s a stylized depiction of an inukshuk,
an ancient Inuit rock stack used as a navigational aid, food cache,
or object of veneration.
The firsT decision when planning your visiT is choosing between Vancouver and Whistler. Just 80 miles separate the two,
but between the competition schedule and the Olympic-size traffic,
basing out of one or the other is advisable. The ceremonies open at
Vancouver’s BC Place, North America’s largest air-supported dome,
with a capacity of 55,000 overzealous fans, in the redeveloped waterfront parks facing False Creek. Next door is the Canada Hockey Place,
site of the main event for many Canadians, as the national team tries
to shake off the numbing cross-check its medal hopes received in
2006 when, as Torino tournament favorites, they finished seventh.
To the south, across the Fraser River on Lulu Island, the historic fishing village of Richmond hosts one of the 2010 Games’ flagship venues, the Olympic Oval. Even if you have no interest in speed skating,
this brand-new arena is worth a visit to see its staggering hardwood
ceiling, constructed mostly from reclaimed lumber. And just 30 minutes northeast of the city, across Burrard Inlet, the friendly little ski
resort of Cypress Mountain will up the attitude factor with freestyle
skiing and snowboarding. This is the see-and-be-seen spot of the
Games; watch for photo ops with the Flying Tomato, Shaun White.
The other option – or the second stop, for many – is Whistler. If
you’re headed up from Vancouver, don’t get in too big a hurry. The
Sea-to-Sky Highway, which traces a wind-scoured path along the

Clockwise from top left:
Long track practice at
the Richmond Olympic
Oval, an inukshuk on
Whistler Mountain,
living the fall line, and
Blood Alley Square in
Gastown, Vancouver.
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(SKATERS) Andy ClARK/REUTERS, (InUKSHUK) SImEonE GIovAnnI/SImE ESToCK PHoTo, (olymPIC SKIER) JUn TSUKUdA/AGE FoToSToCK,
(vAnCoUvER) ATlAnTIdE S.n.C./AGE FoToSToCK, (SKElETon RACE) lylE STAFFoRd/REUTERS, (ToTEm PolE) doUGlAS PEEblES/ESToCK PHoTo

Pegged as “Vansterdam” for more than its liberal proclivities,
this is a city of European inclinations, welcoming transplants from
around the globe (Asia in particular), priding itself on progressivism
(from sustainable building to a thriving artists’ enclave), and nurturing an appreciation-cum-obsession with wholesome local food (the
100-Mile Diet originated here). Gloriously refurbished little neighborhoods like Gastown, with quaint Victorians and cobbled streets,
bump up against sleek glass high-rises that stipple the city like I.M.
Pei smokestacks. You might not see the tops of these monoliths – nor
the impressive juxtaposition of chirpy waterfront giving way to mammoth peaks behind – as winter in Vancouver equals rain. But you won’t
find locals complaining: All that drizzle translates as deep snow up
high, which is part of what won the city its Olympic bid. Moreover,
judging by the bike commuters vrooming by in dress casual, kayakers on the bay year-round, and throngs of geared-up locals out for a
jog in the oasis of Stanley Park, North America’s largest urban greenspace, this is a place that’s viscerally connected to the land.
One symbol of these bonds is the collaboration between the
Vancouver Olympic Committee and the Four Host First Nations
(FHFN), an association of indigenous tribes whose territorial lands
stretch from Vancouver to Whistler. “For the first time in history,
an indigenous group is an official Olympics partner,” says Tewanee
Joseph, chief executive officer of the FHFN. All 15 Olympic venues
have commissioned artwork from the four nations – the Lil’wat,
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh – and each nation will
contribute native songs, dance, and drumming to the opening celebration. FHFN has built a $3.5 million Aboriginal Pavilion across
from the Queen Elizabeth Theatre in downtown Vancouver to
showcase native arts and businesses. The organization has worked

GO FOR GOLD

Get in on the action and see why British Columbia has so much to cheer about.
STAY
The storied 556-room
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver
opened in 1939 and is the type
of grand lodging that hardly
exists these days. With its
distinctive green copper roof
and Gothic architecture, complete with gargoyles, it’s one
of the city’s great landmarks.
Just a few blocks to the north,
the sleek, glassy lines of its
sister, the 489-room Fairmont
Waterfront, are a modern
complement to the grande
dame, with giant views of Burrard Inlet. Doubles from $364,
including breakfast daily and afternoon tea (Hotel Vancouver)
or two martinis (Waterfront)
once during stay.

Britain’s Amy Williams dives
onto her skeleton sled at the
Whistler Sliding Centre and
(below) the Thunderbird House
Post, one of eight totem poles
in Vancouver’s Stanley Park.

Just a snowball’s throw from
the Olympic Oval, the classy
119-room Shangri-La Hotel,
Vancouver combines Asianinspired decor with regional
flourishes like Market by JeanGeorges, which showcases
locally sourced delicacies such
as seared Pacific scallops in a
caper-raisin emulsion. Doubles
from $267, including breakfast
daily and lunch once during stay.

PHOTO CREDIT

Though it wasn’t built explicitly
for the Olympics, the Four Seasons Resort Whistler, opened
in 2004, is one of the village’s
newcomers. With 273 rooms
and 37 private residences, the
hotel commands a big slopeside
space; inside, a signature Sea-toSky massage in the spa will melt
away the chill. Doubles from $278,
including breakfast and 15 percent
off two spa treatments.
There’s no better accommodation for taking in events at the
new Whistler Sliding Centre
than the 550-room Fairmont

The Fairmont Waterfront.

Chateau Whistler, cut like a
contemporary castle against
the backdrop of Blackcomb
Mountain. Spend the morning
on the slopes before gliding
back to your room for a quick
hot toddy and a jacket to
watch luge racing right outside.
Doubles from $181, including
breakfast daily and a martini
once during stay.

WAYS To Go
Both Premiere Sports
Travel and Roadtrips provide
customizable five- and sixday packages with tickets
to travelers’ choice of three
events (freestyle skiing, figure
skating, and luge, for instance,
or perhaps ice hockey, short
track, and bobsled), along with
accommodations, a city tour,
round-trip transportation to the
events, and additional perks,
such as admittance to venue
viewing lounges with complimentary beverages and snacks.
Departures: February 11, 15, 20,
and 25, 2010; from $4,615 and
$4,675, respectively.
In addition to three-night
Olympics packages at several
top Vancouver and Whistler
hotels, Entrée Canada offers
stays at eight distinctive private
homes. Combine any of these

accommodation options with
tours around the region – a
hike through the rain forest in
nearby Capilano Canyon; skiing
and dogsledding at Lake Louise –
for a complete Canuck vacation. Departures: Multiple dates
February 11 through 25, 2010;
from $4,790, including breakfast
and transfers.
Horizon & Co. offers the ultimate
for Olympic travelers: top-tier
tickets to your choice of events.
Three- and four-night trips
include private transfers, a hospitality suite overlooking the medal
podium in Whistler, guaranteed
reservations at top restaurants,
and optional guided excursions
and entrance to invite-only
après-ski parties. Departures:
Multiple dates February 11 through
25, 2010; from $3,349.
Skiers can take to the hill and
watch the races with Alpine
Adventures in Whistler. The
trip includes seven nights in a
village condo with quick access
to the events, as well as a fiveday lift ticket to ski Whistler
Blackcomb – the majority of
which will be open to the public
during the Games. Departures:
Multiple dates February 10
through 28, 2010; from $2,795,
including round-trip transfers
from Vancouver.

Vancouver’s Shangri-La Hotel.
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THE WORLD
IS WATCHING
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natural beauty to dynamic,
vibrant cities — it’s all
here in British Columbia,
where you really can
have it all!

Cruising up Blackcomb
Mountain on the Harmony Express – one of
38 lifts serving more than
200 marked trails.
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CALL YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
FOR RESERVATIONS.

canada is calling

Strike
Olympic Gold
at Whistler
Groomed and tuned for the 2010
Winter Games, Whistler Resort in
British Columbia is set to reward savvy
travelers who visit before and after the
Games. Preview the main event and
enjoy superlative amenities—slopes
engineered for the world’s greatest
athletes, a new state-of-the-art PEAK 2
PEAK gondola, lodges and chalets, and
a charming village with international
shops, chic bistros and gourmet
restaurants—including great offers
and value ads—all without the crowds.

Exclusively for Virtuoso, a four-night holiday with Entrée Canada features a dog-sledding
tour in the unspoiled Soo Valley backcountry; a snowmobile tour through old growth forests
and across frozen lakes; and a private romantic sleigh ride followed by a three-course,
fireside fondue dinner at The Chalet at the Fairmont Chateau Whistler Golf Club.
Four Seasons Resort, Whistler from $4,785 or Fairmont Chateau Whistler from $4,823 per
couple, double-occupancy includes taxes, private transfers to and from Vancouver airport,
some gratuities, and Virtuoso amenities. Valid for travel 1/3/10–2/5/10 (any four nights,
subject to availability).

Get Toasty
in Vancouver
Warm up or wrap up your winter
holiday in Vancouver—a hip urban
utopia of leafy neighborhoods and
glittering skyscrapers set among
rainforests, coastal mountains and
the Pacific Ocean. Vancouver’s mild
climate and laid-back vibe make it an
ideal base for appreciating the delights
of the season without the chill. Shop
eclectic boutiques, artisan studios and
native art galleries; savor local cuisine
admired for its fresh, local ingredients
and multi-cultural influences; and
join in the lively camaraderie of
outdoor markets, cafés and a
Vancouver Canucks hockey game.

Entrée Canada’s three-night exclusive holiday for Virtuoso features a privately guided city
and nature tour including an intimate rainforest picnic for two and a private snowshoeing
tour of Grouse Mountain, followed by a romantic fondue dinner for two.
Shangri-La Hotel from $3,856 CDN or Fairmont Hotel Vancouver from $3,308 CDN
per couple, includes taxes and private transfers to and from the airport. Valid for travel
12/01/09–02/11/10 and 03/22/10–04/30/10.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Spotlight on City hotelS
Stay in Style in new york, PariS and tokyo
Follow the Bright lights to the Big APPle
A trip to Manhattan is on every bucket list. House of Mirth. Bonfire
of the Vanities. The Devil Wears Prada. The setting for countless
novels, New York is as much an American idea as a brownstoneand-mortar reality. But the truth is from Wall Street to the
Fashion District, the Big Apple outshines the best descriptions.
See for yourself. Where else can you rub shoulders with Tonywinners and U.N. diplomats, grab to-die-for Ecuadorian ceviche
on the street, sample the precedent-shattering creations of fivestar chefs, glimpse haute couture on the subway and hip-hop
pants at the opera; and hear Grammy hopefuls busking for
change? New York is the cultural heart of America, beating to
the rhthyms of the world.
Take in the best of uptown and downtown from an
elegant midtown base at The St. Regis New York. An easy
walk to top-flight museums, exclusive shops and Central Park,

A room with A view At
the St. regiS New York.

the St. Regis combines opulence with tradition, which earned it
a spot on Condé Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure magazines’
2009 top hotel lists.
Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade at time of booking,
subject to availability; daily continental breakfast for two in-room
guests in restaurant or via room service; and a welcome gift of
fresh seasonal fruits and bottled mineral water. Superior room
from $995.

one hundred YeArs oF service in new York
Think style-maven Sarah Jessica Parker at an exclusive boutique,
Robert de Niro strolling Fifth Avenue, and Neil Simon heroines
the timeleSS
chAmpAgNe bAr
At the plAzA.

Suite Dreams
The St. Regis New York, the city’s most cherished address, where magnificent guest rooms and suites set a gilded
stage for the St. Regis Butler, heir to a hundred-year legacy of excellence, commitment and flawless precision.
A beloved landmark, forever at the intersection of timeless tradition and innovation, where epicurean delight
achieves new heights at Adour Alain Ducasse, one of Manhattan’s most celebrated culinary destinations.
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

HOTEL

ESPRIT SAINT GERMAIN

in your sumptuous room at The Plaza.
Following an innovative $400 million,
two-year renovation, the century old
landmark hotel returns to its former
glory with a new vitality.
Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade
upon arrival, subject to availability; full
American breakfast for up to two inroom guests; $100 food and beverage
credit in The Rose Club, Champagne
Bar or in-room dining, once during stay.
Hotel suites come with your own butler.
Plaza room from $575.
Ask about our Dream More Virtuoso
Exclusive featuring an additional $100
and $200 credits for an extended stay.

Write A Love Song to PAriS

F E E L AT H O M E O N PA R I S L E F T B A N K - 2 8 R O O M S A N D S U I T E S
FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Elegant, refined and self-assured in its
charms, Paris makes lovers out of cynics
and smashes clichés with the power of
the original. Discover—or rediscover—
why the city’s tree-lined boulevards and
vibrant cafés set the standard for urban
enchantment. Flip the switch on the City
of Light at the Esprit Saint-Germain
Hotel. Designed along the lines of a
private residence, The Esprit enjoys a key
location in fashionable Saint Germain des
Pres on the Left Bank.
Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade
on arrival, subject to availability; daily full
Esprit saint GErmain’s
parisian vibE.

The CiTy of LighT aT sunseT.

American breakfast for up to two in-room guests; wine and a
plate of assorted French cheeses, baguette and crackers waiting
on your arrival. Classic room from 320EUR.

See What MakeS tokyo PoP
The cultural engine revs high in Tokyo, where style and
technology evolve at warp speed. And yet amid the edgy fashion
and arts scene, the heart of old Edo beats steadily in the city’s

a N ew York O riginal

suiTe views aT
The PeninsuLa Tokyo.

gardens, shrines and teahouses. Delight in the intersection of
novelty and tradition at The Peninsula Tokyo, ideally situated in
the prestigious Marunouchi district, opposite the Imperial Palace
and within minutes’ walk of the famed Ginza shopping district.
Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade on arrival, subject to
availability; daily full American breakfast for up to two in-room
guests; 10,000 JPY hotel credit per room. Deluxe room from
570,000 JPY.

For reservations,
reservations,please
pleasecontact
contactyour
your
Virtuoso
Virtuosotravel
traveladvisor
advisor
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TASTING NOTES

Sparkling
Strada
Take a prosecco-tasting tour
on a little-known stretch of road
in Italy’s Veneto region.
bY marK ellWooD
PHotoGraPHY bY CHrIS PlaVIDal StYlING bY HeIDI aDamS

U
Pop quiz: Does bubbly taste
better in pretty glasses? We
think so (witness the colored
flutes from the editor’s collection).
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nlike its higher-profile, higher-

priced cousin Champagne, prosecco
is neither a process nor a place; it’s a
grape – specifically, a white grape
hardy enough to grow almost anywhere and
produce its namesake aperitif. But the spiritual home of this globally known fizz is just
north of Venice, in the hilly, chilly corner of
the Veneto region. That’s where its cultivation
and fermentation were perfected over centuries by the dozens of cantine (or artisanal vineyards) that are dotted along a 28-mile stretch
of road.

A multitude of sensations
overwhelm you with every
step you take.

www.spain.info
For more information, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

TASTING NOTES

Prosecco picks: Every bottle is under $20.

The countrified strip was officially staked
out as a tourist lure by the Italian government
in 1966, yet La Strada del Prosecco, or the
Prosecco Road, has lingered little known ever
since. It’s an astonishing oversight, as the
road is less than two hours’ drive from Venice.
The winding route yokes together more than
40 winemakers, bookended by two very different towns: At its eastern fringes the road
leads into grand Risorgimento-era Conegliano, while at its western end it dead-ends
at the tiny, rustic village of Valdobbiadene,
which clings perilously to the steep hillsides.
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TOURING LA STRADA DEL PROSECCO
Sip your way through one of these wine-tasting trips.

On a private day drive from Venice with European Connection’s professional wine guide, you’ll visit
at least two prosecco estates for tastings, tour the town of Treviso, and have a leisurely lunch with wine
pairings. Departures: Any day through 2010; from $1,171.
Pierbusseti World Travel’s three-day excursion into the Veneto region along the Prosecco Road from
Venice calls on markets in Treviso, a textile factory in the village of Asolo, Bassana del Grappa to taste
its famed unaged brandy, and a vineyard in Conegliano, where you’ll sample plenty of prosecco. Departures: Any day through 2010; from $2,335.

TASTING NOTES
settlements of Santo Stefano and San Pietro di Barbozza: It comprises a diamond
of ultrapremium land, dubbed Le Cartizze,
that produces the finest prosecco in the
region. The fizz from here has the greatest
depth and complexity, thanks to the ideal
microclimate; don’t miss the Col Vetoraz
and Fratelli Bortolin vineyards. After a
day’s tasting, it’s easy to become hooked
on Champagne’s sprightlier sister. Indeed,
prosecco is so drinkable, don’t be surprised
if your local hotel lays out a bottle at breakfast for a morning pick-me-up (Venetians
dub that glass an ombra).
“Prosecco è facile da bere, piu difficile da
fare bene,” says Arturo Vettori, one of the
region’s foremost producers, with a smile.
“Easy to drink, more difficult to make well.”
Prosecco is also tricky to store: In fact, it
should always be drunk fresh and crisp, at
the latest within 12 months of bottling. The
upside to that: Once last year’s supply runs
out, it’s the perfect excuse for a return trip.

The Perfect Prosecco Cocktail
BLOOD ORANGE BELLINI
Our new favorite recipe – prepared for
Virtuoso Life by cocktail maker Charlotte
Voisey, who has designed drinks lists for
such establishments as The Dorchester
in London and the Rose Bar at New York’s
Gramercy Park Hotel.
1 ounce Solerno blood orange liqueur
3 ounces blood orange puree
3 ounces prosecco
Combine ingredients over ice, stir, and
strain into a flute.

RECOMMENDED BOTTLES

Sorelle Bronca Extra-Dry Prosecco NV
Owned by the Bronca sisters, this ultramodern vineyard produces top-notch classic wines, with the juice kept under pressure
and bottled to order (a rarity among producers). This extra-dry is the best of all. $15.
Mionetto Valdobbiadene Doc
Based in the Prosecco Road’s west end, this
large family-run vineyard produces several
varieties, including a marquee name from
the precious Cartizze sector, with the scent
of apple and exotic fruits. $19.
Col Vetoraz Prosecco Brut
This pear- and peach-heavy blend from the
western reaches around Valdobbiadene has
a white floral nose. $16.
Like an anti-Napa, almost every one of the
vineyards along the Prosecco Road is small
and family run; for a tasting, knock on a
heavy wooden barn door, and an affable
farmer will appear proffering ad hoc pourings of his lovingly made marque. Around
Conegliano, the vineyards are larger but still
appealingly artisanal and family owned; for
the best experience, stick to the strada’s
western end, where farmers usually work a
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handkerchief-size vineyard and make tiny
batches of individual prosecco marques.
There you can spend a day shuttling between cantine: Look for the raft of blackand-yellow or brown-and-yellow signs that
appear suddenly at the roadside and point
down seemingly deserted dirt-road tracks
(don’t worry; the farmhouse and tasting
room won’t be far away).
The steepest terrain is between the

Vettori Prosecco di Conegliano Extra Dry
Arturo Vettori’s signature wine, made at the
vineyard he started 20 years ago with his
father on the eastern end of the Prosecco
Road. $18.
Zardetto Conegliano Prosecco Brut
This blend has a light body and the signature
ultralight fizz of the perfect prosecco. Look
for notes of white peach on the tongue. $13.

EXPLORE

THE EXOTIC PLEASURES

O F S O C L O S E , Y E T S O FA R AWAY .

S TAY
LONGER
C O M P L I M E N TA RY
5TH NIGHT
This is Mexico the way mother nature intended.
Disconnect from the mainland with this special offer.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

As always.

Advance reservations required. Offer is subject to availability, cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and is not valid on any negotiated, promotional or group rate. Package rates vary throughout the year. Complimentary night
is based on minimum four paid nights and must be used in conjunction with initial stay. A stay is considered consecutive nights at the same property. Other room types and packages available.

WANDERLUST GLOBAL GOURMET

Sense of Place
Brazilian chefs reimagine the Amazon
with shockingly great tastes.

Dining out: D.O.M.’s
pupunha fettucine with
prawns and a rainbow of
flavors in São Paulo.
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F

OR THE fIRST fEW

seconds after placing
the small, green jambu
leaf on the center of my
tongue, all I can think about
is chef Alex Atala’s mistranslation. Although he has a strong
accent, the Brazilian chef speaks

English effortlessly. How odd,
then, that he mistakenly characterized the leaf as “tasting
like electricity.”
I’ve never tasted electricity, aside from that standard
rite of passage involving an
inquisitive boy and a 9-volt

battery. But then, sure enough,
it happens: What begins as a
faint tingling on the back of my
tongue soon radiates through
my entire mouth. Atala laughs
as my eyes go from curious to
wide and white as dinner plates.
You can’t describe the sensation

(MARKET) ROBERT HOLMES/CORBIS

BY Hunter HolcomBe

Explore

the World in style with Princess.

®

ExclusivE OFFER:

Receive up to

$85

onboaRd
CREdIT†
PLUS Complimentary
bottle of wine.^

16-day Rome to Rio Passage Cruise
Star Princess | Sail from Rome to Rio de Janeiro
®

32-day South Pacific Grand adventurer
Sapphire Princess | Sail from Vancouver to Sydney
®

31-day africa, India & Southeast asia
ocean Princess | Sail from Capetown to Singapore
®

balcony fares from

$1,695

*

balcony fares from

$5,005

*

balcony fares from

$6,690

*

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
to plan your complete getaway today!
*Fares in USD, per person, based on double occupancy, cruise only, subject to availability, and capacity controlled. $5005 fare is based on category BC, Sapphire Princess, 09/20/10, $1695 fare is based
on category BC, Star Princess, 12/04/10, $6690 fare is based on category BD, Ocean Princess, 11/21/10. Government fees and taxes of up to $234.98 per person are additional. Princess reserves the right
to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. †$85 maximum shipboard
credit is per cabin, based on double occupancy. ^Wine is one bottle per stateroom and applicable to 12/04/10 Star Princess and 11/21/10 Ocean Princess only. See applicable Princess brochure for terms,
conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Other restrictions may apply. ©2009 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan registry.
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Clockwise
from top left:
Jambu leaves,
chef Mara
Salles, pork
feijoada, and
a caipirinha.

any better; it literally feels like electricity,
though in a pleasing, amusing way.
A world-renowned chef, Atala is deep into
explaining the origins of Brazilian cuisine at
a table in his São Paulo restaurant, D.O.M.
It’s hours before the doors open – about
the only time you can find a free seat – and
though time is a precious commodity at
D.O.M. and at his new restaurant across the
street, Dalva e Dito, Atala seems happy to
pause and discuss food.
“If I say the words ‘rice and beans,’ you
think of Mexico,” he says. “If I say, ‘tomato,
basil, and mozzarella,’ you think of Italy. But
when I mention the Amazon, everyone gets
an image of what it looks like, but no one can
think of the flavors.”
Which brings us to jambu leaves. Beyond
their ability to amuse and delight, the Amazonian plant and others play integral roles in
the “New Brazilian cuisine” movement, in
which Atala and his peers blend traditional
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Brazilian ingredients and recipes with European influences. The trend has taken root
outside the country as well, in places such as
Tokyo’s Favela and New York’s Circus. Grab
a table and a potent caipirinha, cue the sultry bossa nova tracks, and you’re halfway to
South America.
WitH tHE EPic LANDScAPE of rio DE

Janeiro, the bustling cosmopolitanism of
São Paulo, hedonistic Carnaval celebrations, and the mysterious Amazon jungle,
Brazil has long aroused travelers’ curiosity. Its cuisine, however, is more resistant
to stereotype: Strolls through restaurant
districts of Brazilian cities unveil culinary cultures as diverse as their residents.
Waves of immigrants from Portugal,
Spain, Italy, Japan, Germany, Syria, and
Africa introduced their traditional dishes,
which slowly cross-pollinated with each
other and the native food.

The national dish, feijoada, is a simple
Portuguese-inspired stew made with black
turtle beans and a variety of salted pork and
beef cuts. The most prevalent plate in the
Brazilian household, however, is a simple
serving of rice and black beans. Then there
are the beloved churrascarias – restaurants
serving a variety of grilled, skewered meat,
often priced all-you-can-eat.
Beyond these staples, however, the country’s traditional cuisine is largely regional.
The north relies heavily on the bounty of
the Amazon; the northeast is influenced by
Portugal, India, and Africa (seafood, coconut milk, cashews). Argentina’s love of red
meat extends into southern Brazil, while
in the southeast, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro display a wide range of European and
Middle Eastern dishes – and plenty of sushi.
New Brazilian cuisine applies all these influences to a uniquely Amazonian palette:
wild cilantro, basil, and jambu from the rain
forest, and sauces such as tucupi, which is
extracted from the manioc root and must
be boiled for hours to eliminate all traces of
naturally occurring cyanide.
At D.O.M., this results in such dishes as
bass with a tucupi and tapioca sauce, foie
gras with crispy wild rice and hazelnuts,
and fettuccine made from the flour of pupunha, a jungle palm. Mara Salles, another
of Brazil’s top chefs, takes more of a “homestyle” approach at her São Paulo restaurant,
Tordesilhas, serving up classics such as pato
no tucupi (duck simmered in tucupi and jambu) and bobó de camarão (shrimp in manioc
cream with coconut milk and palm oil). For
dessert, she allows a little culinary crossover, such as sweetened flat coconut with

(JAMBU LEAVES) MArcoS iSSA/ArgoSfoto,
(cAiPiriNHA) BrUNo EHrS/corBiS, (fEiJoADA) MALLEt/AgE fotoStocK

What begins as a faint
tingling on the back of my
tongue soon radiates through
my entire mouth. It literally
feels like electricity.

The Inca took giant blocks of stone and brought them to
life, raising them high up to the heavens. There, he made
his home with magnificent gardens and walls covered in
gold. At the Sun’s Gate the clouds part to unveil a
mystery that still today remains alive in the midst of one
of the most majestic masterpieces created ever by man.
This place exists. You can see it, feel it.

For reservations, please call
your Virtuoso travel advisor

WANDERLUST GLOBAL GOURMET

Southern Comfort

Sit back, raise a glass, and savor the new face of Brazil.
stAY
Sleek and sophisticated, the two 91-room
Fasano hotels couldn’t be more ideally located
for sampling Brazil’s new cuisine. The São Paulo
property sits in the heart of the trendy Jardins
district, just a short walk from D.O.M. restaurant, while its sister hotel perches at the edge of
Rio de Janeiro’s stunning Ipanema beach, within
easy reach of Zazá Bistrô Tropical. Doubles from
$640 (both properties), including breakfast and
limo transfers to the airport.

Tordesilhas’ duck tucupi.

EAt
BRAZIL

D.O.M. Chef Alex Atala creates savory dishes
focused on the authentic flavors of the Amazon
with European techniques. For a thorough sampling, opt for the four- or eight-course tasting
menus. Rua Barão de Capanema 549, São Paulo;
55-11/3088-0761; domrestaurante.com.br.

São Paulo’s D.O.M.

Dalva e Dito Can’t get a table at D.O.M.? Head
across the street to Atala’s newest restaurant,
Dalva e Dito, serving upscale versions of Brazil’s
home-style classics. Rua Padre João Manoel 1115,
São Paulo; 55-11/3064-6183; dalvaedito.com.br.

this energetic restaurant in Rio’s Ipanema neighborhood. Rua Joana Angélica 40, Rio de Janeiro;
55-21/2247-9101; zazabistro.com.br.
ABROAD

Circus From pervasive classics like bacalhau
(glazed black cod) and feijoada (black bean
and meat stew) to new interpretations such as
peekytoe crab with a lime, coconut, and chive
emulsion or pork tenderloin with plantain puree
and passion fruit-peppercorn sauce, this eatery
on New York’s Upper East Side will have you
humming bossa nova before the first caipirinha’s gone. 132 E. 61st Street, New York City;
212/223-2965; circusrestaurante.com.
Favela Brazil boasts some of the best Japanese
restaurants outside of Asia; Favela returns
the favor with New Brazilian cuisine in a sleek
setting that includes a DJ booth, movie screen,
and hideaway bar. 7F Minami Aoyama MR Building, 3-2-2 Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo;
81-03/5411-9339; favela.jp.

Tordesilhas In this cozy restaurant, master chef
Mara Salles re-creates Brazil’s most authentic
traditional dishes. Rua Bela Cintra 465, São Paulo;
55-11/3107-7444; tordesilhas.com.
Alex Atala at his new
restaurant, Dalva e Dito.
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Zazá Bistrô Tropical Taste traditional Brazilian
favorites alongside cuisine from other tropical
regions, such as Southeast Asia and Africa, at

Zazá Bistrô Tropical.

(D.O.M. AnD zAzá Bistrô trOpicAl) cArlOs cAzAlis/cOrBis

tapioca ice cream and tamarind sauce, or a
trio of ice creams flavored with Amazonian
ingredients (tapioca and the fruits açaí and
cupuaçu).
As with all great cuisines, the challenge
of cooking New Brazilian lies in acquiring
authentic ingredients. “You can find ingredients like cilantro and basil anywhere, but
they are completely different from those
that grow in the Amazon,” says Atala, who
employs an Amazonian farmer to bring him
native seeds and sprouts, which he then
cultivates in a special heat- and humiditycontrolled garden in São Paulo. He holds out
a teaspoon of vibrant green sauce from the
kitchen, a blend of herbs, tucupi, and a special mild pepper. “Now, close your eyes and
imagine what the Amazon looks like, and
you can match that with what it tastes like.”
I’m no expert on endemic herbs, and I
can’t begin to distinguish whether this
sauce contains Amazonian cilantro or a
Whole Foods stock. But as I close my eyes
and try to imagine the rain forest, I do
know that I’ve never tasted anything even
close to this – slightly acidic, wild, bright,
exotic. An image of the jungle begins to
appear and I open my eyes, impatient for
another taste.

JAPAN, 2010
The exact time and place where
modernism meets traditionalism
www.japantravelinfo.com

WANDERLUST GREAT OUTDOORS

Hop on Over
Eco-chic Oz, a budding gourmet scene, and cocktails with koalas –
now’s the time to experience Kangaroo Island, again.

T

By DAVID HOCHMAN

he wildlife logbook aT SouThern ocean lodge on kangaroo

Diversions in Flinders
Chase National Park
include coastal hikes, the
Remarkable Rocks, and, of
course, kangaroos.
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Island, off South Australia, instantly reminds me why we’ve just flown
16,000 miles with a squirmy 6-year-old.
As we soothe our jet-lagged souls with ice-cold towels and frothy welcome drinks of strawberry, mango, and island honey (the glass without organic
vodka going to young Sebastian, of course), my wife, Ruth, reads aloud handwritten
guest comments that make us all giddy as kindergarteners.
“Saw pod of 14 dolphins today.” “Spotted massive gray kangaroo.” “Sea eagle!”
“Seals!” “Wallabies!” “Echidnas!” Then comes my favorite: “Koala on hotel terrace.
During cocktails. Incredible!”
As if the hotel itself isn’t incredible enough. Years in the planning, the remote
lodge opened last year and stretches sleek as a bullet train on a cliff over the sea. Its
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Here, the weather outside
is anything but frightful.
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BUY TWO, GET TWO FREE
WHEN YOU BOOK TWO CONSECUTIVE
NIGHTS FOR TRAVEL DATES
BETWEEN NOVEMBER 1 AND
DECEMBER 31, 2009 YOUR THIRD
AND FOURTH NIGHTS ARE FREE.
WITH RATES STARTING FROM

$199

*

*Current rates starting from $199 plus tax per room,
per night, based on double occupancy and subject to
availability. This offer is not combinable with Virtuoso
amenities and is not applicable to groups. Third and
fourth nights are free when a minimum of two consecutive room nights are booked in any room category at
published rates. Discounts for third and fourth nights
are taken upon checkout. No additional fees will be
charged to guests wishing to depart early.
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BEAR NECESSITIES
Climb aboard a Kangaroo Island adventure.

GETTING THERE
Qantas Airways offers 26 nonstop flights
a week from L.A.
or San Francisco to
Sydney or Melbourne,
with connecting
service to Adelaide.
From there it’s a short
30-minute flight to
Kangaroo Island or, if
you’re renting a car,
about a 60-mile drive
to Cape Jervis, where
the ferries depart.

STAY Kangaroo
Island’s ultimate
hideout, Southern
Ocean Lodge, features
21 sleek suites with
dramatic ocean views.
A typical day can
begin with guided outings to the Remarkable
Rocks or a fur seal
colony and end with
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Champagne and canapés among kangaroo
families. Doubles from
$720 (two-night minimum stay), including all
meals, airport transfers,
guided excursions, and
two $50 spa credits.

WAYS TO GO
Spend three days
exploring Kangaroo
Island (with nights
at Southern Ocean
Lodge) on Absolute
Travel’s 13-day tour
of Australia. The
adventure runs roundtrip from Sydney and
features winetasting
in the Barossa Valley,
riding the Ghan Train
from Adelaide to Alice
Springs, and wildlife
encounters in the
Northern Territory.
Departures: Any day

through 2009; from
$12,670, including
some meals.
Parties hop among
Australia’s southern
Islands with Bill Peach
Journeys’ ten-day
private jet trip from
Sydney. The 34passenger Dash 8
plane touches down
for two days on Kangaroo Island and five
more in Tasmania (to
explore Hobart, Port
Arthur, and Cradle
Mountain National
Park), along with stops
at King and Flinders islands. Departure: April
23, 2010; from $7,384,
including all meals.
Travel2’s six-day
South Australia trip
features two nights on

Kangaroo Island. Participants enjoy guided
excursions among KI’s
koala-rich eucalyptus
trees, as well as a visit
to Barossa Valley vineyards during their stay
in Adelaide. Departures:
Any day through March
26, 2010; from $2,289,
including some meals.
Get a taste of Kangaroo Island with
Brendan’s three-day
excursion. Travelers
walk to see sea lions
at Seal Bay, feed ’roos
and interact with
koalas at Parndana
Wildlife Park, and tour
a eucalyptus oil distillery. Departures: Any
day except Christmas
through 2009; from
$1,500, including
some meals.
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Kauai

Quintessential
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The St. Regis Princeville Resort
Located on Kaua’i’s northern shore in the 9,000-acre resort community of
Princeville at Hanalei, this sophisticated ocean side enclave reflects Kaua'i's
rich abundance. Enjoy delicious cuisine that celebrates local flavors, an array
of thrilling activities and the Halele’a Spa. Nearby are two world-class golf
courses, Prince and Makai Course.
3 NIGHTS

The St. Regis Princeville Resort . . . . . . . . . . . .

from

575

$

OCEAN VIEW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

from

PREMIUM OCEAN VIEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

from

824

$

943

$

Virtuoso Exclusive Amenity: Tropical fruit basket upon arrival and
complimentary room upgrade

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 3 nights accommodations, 3rd night FREE, daily breakfast for two,
Kids 12 & younger stay and eat FREE and all hotel taxes

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for select travel 1/4-6/30/2010. Rates, terms, conditions, availability and itinerary are subject to change without notice. Room upgrade based on
availability. Certain restrictions may apply. Taxes, gratuities, transfers, airfare and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown
above.] CST# 1007939-10. Copyright © 2009 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved
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to stop our Land Cruiser at a creek crossing
near Stokes Bay on the scenic north coast.
“Oh, it’s a big one,” Peter says, grinning as
he reverses on the road’s edge.
“What is?” I ask.
“Wow! I see it!” Ruth says, as Sebastian
squeals, “Mommy! It’s sooo cute!”
I may have many talents, but marsupial
spotting apparently isn’t one of them, and
that’s downright pathetic in a locale like
this. Take the cuddly koala that Peter just
pointed out to us. A few years ago, scientists
conducted a census around the island, figuring they’d find perhaps 4,000 or 5,000 koalas – they counted nearly 27,000.
At last I see the lovable tree hugger snoozing in a “Y” between two limbs of a gum tree,
and it is adorable. That’s pretty much how
it goes for the rest of our tour. Peter, Ruth,
and Sebastian pinpoint animals like Noah
on a stormy Monday, and I’m left squinting
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in the backseat until whatever-the-heck-itwas scampers back into the bush.
Fortunately, there’s plenty else to see and
do. We stop to play Lawrence of Arabia atop
the snow-white sand dunes of Little Sahara.
In Flinders Chase National Park, we make
ants of ourselves on the elephant-size boulders known as the Remarkable Rocks. Clifford’s Honey Farm is an old-time working
apiary where David Clifford himself bottles
the purest-strain Ligurian honey on the
planet, the product of bees brought from
Italy in the 1880s. At Emu Ridge Eucalyptus
Distillery, Larry and Bev Turner converted
an outmoded family sheep farm into a onestop-shopping emporium for island oils, cosmetics, wines, and other natural products.
In many ways, KI is a throwback to a
simpler, easier, less Twitter-y way of life.
Traffic is three cars and a tractor stuck behind a flock of stubborn sheep. Of course,

progress has come since my first visit 15
years ago. The main town of Kingscote (human population: 1,450; fairy penguin population: more than that) finally succumbed a
few years back and got an ATM.
The real advances are in creature comforts. James and Hayley Baillie, the chic
young owners of Southern Ocean Lodge, are
spurring an islandwide effort to bring glamour and taste where once there were meat
pies and dowdy B&Bs. There are now nearly
20 Kangaroo Island vineyards, including
Cape d’Estaing and Bay of Shoals, producing cabernets and shirazes on par with those
in the Barossa Valley (many travelers now
combine trips to both regions). Meanwhile,
at Island Pure Sheep Dairy, farmer-turnedfromager Susan Berlin packages some of the
finest handmade cheese in Australia – at the
barn-door tasting, Sebastian is all over the
Greek kefalotiri.
One afternoon, conveniently around
lunchtime, we stop off to visit British-born
chef Sue Pearson at her home on 1,100 acres
overlooking the inky blue waters of Pelican
Bay. Sue trained at The Ivy in London and
top restaurants in Sydney before opening
2 Birds & A Squid, a gourmet catering company that prepares picnic baskets full of island treats perfect for an afternoon on the
beach at Vivonne Bay, its waters among the
clearest in Australia. She also runs Fish,
an upscale fish-and-chips “shack” in Penneshaw, where the ferry arrives from the
mainland. Sue’s crinkly good looks hint at
years of grinning under sunny skies, and it’s
easy to see why as she presents plate after

(REMARKABLE ROCKS) WiLLiAM ROBinSOn/ALAMy

Clockwise from top left: Southern Ocean
Lodge, Remarkable Rocks, Bay of Shoals
vineyards, and a light bite in Penneshaw.
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Hungry little fella:
Koalas eat up to three
pounds of eucalyptus
leaves a day.
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Game On
A VIP trip gives golf aficionados plenty of perks and masterful access
to the one of the sports top events.

The master at The Masters:
Tiger Woods tees off.
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Ou never fOrgeT yOur firsT – yOur firsT lOOk, ThaT is. My firsT

look at the Augusta National Golf Club and The Masters was near the No. 1
tee on a Thursday at exactly 12:35 pm.
The Augusta hills are unbelievably steep. You can hear and see the galleries all over the course from pretty much anywhere. Everything is green: green
concession stands, green jackets on the VIPs and trash collectors alike, green sandwich wrappers, and, of course, more perfectly coiffed green grass than at any athletic
venue in human history. I couldn’t find one solitary weed in the whole place!
Yes, I’m a sports geek, and though I’ve been in sports journalism for 20 years, this
is my first visit to golf’s American cathedral. I’m here with Premiere Sports Travel,
a company that specializes in, well, sports travel of all sorts, from the Kentucky

Charlie riedel/aP PhOTO
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By Rudy j. klancnik

Authentic Adventure. Uncommon Luxury.
SAVE U P TO 50% ON S I LVE RS EA EXPE DITION S S M ABOAR D TH E PRI NCE ALBE RT I I
Embark on a luxurious Silversea Expedition aboard the Prince Albert II, a purpose-built ship designed specifically for navigating waters
in some of the world’s most remote destinations. The Prince Albert II is staffed with an expert Expedition Team including leading
naturalists, plus a fleet of rugged Zodiac boats, affording guests the opportunity to make in-depth discoveries of unique wildlife and
to gain great insight on the region’s history and culture.
Step aboard the Prince Albert II and realise at once an extraordinary level of genuine hospitality, where the atmosphere is intimate
with never more than 132 guests, and the lifestyle is all-inclusive with all ocean-view accommodation, complimentary fine wines and
spirits served throughout the ship, gourmet menus, open-seating dining and fares that include all gratuities. Experience the thrill of a
true expedition while enjoying a privileged lifestyle that is simply second-to-none.
Marvel at Antarctica’s spectacular iceberg sculptures and encounters with penguins, seals, whales and a multitude of seabirds.
Or travel to remote British isles to explore Norman-era villages, coastal bird cliffs, magnificent gardens, historic castles and excavated
Norse settlements.

2 0 1 0 V O YA G E S W I T H U P T O 5 0 % S AV I N G S
FROM/TO

VOYAGE

SAVINGS

BEST FARE

DATE

FROM/TO

VOYAGE

SAVINGS

BEST FARE

Jan 7

11

Ushuaia to Ushuaia

7001

30%

$6,626†

Feb 9

11

Ushuaia to Ushuaia

7004

30%

$6,626†

Jan 18

11

Ushuaia to Ushuaia

7002

30%

$7,046†

Feb 20

17

Ushuaia to Ushuaia

7005

35%

$8,676†

Jan 29

11

Ushuaia to Ushuaia

7003

30%

$7,046†

May 10

11

Portsmouth to Leith

7008

50%

$3,747

DATE

DAYS

DAYS

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for reservations.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Fares shown are per guest, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy in Adventurer Class and reflect the highest savings available for each voyage. Port charges, government fees, taxes and fuel surcharges
are additional and vary by voyage. Other suite/stateroom categories are available upon request. Savings include Silver Sailing Savings of 30%-50%. Early Booking is capacity controlled and subject to availability. Savings may vary by
category, may not be available in all categories, and are not combinable with other promotional offers. †These fares also include charter air service between Buenos Aires, and Ushuaia, plus transfers in Ushuaia between airport/pier
on day of embark/debark. Purchase of charter air service is required regardless if flight is utilised. Fee for charter flight(s) is 100% non-refundable if cancelled 60 days or less prior to departure. Other restrictions may apply. All fares,
savings, offers, itineraries, and programmes are subject to change without notice. For additional details plus complete Terms and Conditions, please visit Silversea.com. Ship’s registry: Bahamas
SA9436
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With a Medjet membership, if you or
a family member is hospitalized more
than 150 miles from home, Medjet will
arrange medical transportation to the
hospital of your choice from virtually
anywhere in the world. Short-Term
memberships start at $95 and Annual
memberships start at $250. Contact
your preferred Virtuoso Travel Advisor
for more information.

Score great seats and insider access and amenities at your favorite championships.
DOING IT
Premiere Sports Travel offers various one- to seven-day
Masters packages that include
practice and tournament badges,
airport and course transfers,
hospitality events, concierge
services, and tee times that let
you show off your short game.
Departures: April 5 through 11,
2010; from $1,185.

Keith Prowse’s hospitality
suite at Wimbledon.

MORE HOT TICKETS
AROUND THE GLOBE
Keith Prowse Ticketing’s sports
travel includes everything from Manchester United soccer matches to New York Mets games at Citi
Field. Highlights of Keith Prowse’s Grand Slam tennis packages are the Australian Open in Melbourne
and Wimbledon in London.
Go global with Roadtrips’ sports travel packages to such prestigious events as the Winter Olympics,
the World Cup, and Monaco’s Grand Prix.
Bask in the bragging rights of Horizon & Co.’s exclusive Championship Series trips to the French Open,
U.S. Open, Kentucky Derby, and other events.

136

VIRTUOSO LIFE

6=C@B=6CA66=C@

Turquoise sea, white sandy beaches, hidden coves, swaying palm trees, tropical fragrances and pastel colours - could paradise be any
better than the British Virgin Islands? An archipelago of 60 close islands and cays, each one will weave its special magic as you island-hop
between them. But wherever you go, you’ll receive a warm welcome from the islanders delighted to introduce you to their particular brand
of Caribbean music, food and drink. And to share with you their little bit of heaven.

Rosewood Little Dix Bay

Guana Island

Peter Island Resort

Necker Island

Rosewood Little Dix Bay is renowned as
a truly authentic destination of stylish,
understated elegance. The resort is
tailored perfectly for those looking for
relaxation, tranquility and refinement.

Guana is one of the few remaining
privately-owned islands. Relax on one
of seven powder-sand beaches, sample
excellent food and accommodation in
this luxurious hideaway.

Peter Island is a 1800 acre private island
resort and one of the most sought after
Caribbean retreats. Unwind and relax in
the unpretentious atmosphere of your
own personal paradise.

Nestling amid lush tropical flora, the
distinctive Balinese accommodation,
affords views amongst the Caribbean’s
finest. The island’s understated elegance
offers the ultimate luxury experience.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Coming up

WANDERLUST THE SPORTING LIFE

The Europe Issue
January/ February 2010
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Ireland with the Family
A trip to cherish for a lifetime.
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It’s not just a rental car.
It’s a Mercedes.
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Reserve Extraordinary. Reserve a Mercedes or any of the other
unmatched vehicles from the Hertz Prestige Collection. Choose the vehicle
that’s perfect for you. Every Prestige Collection car comes equipped with NeverLost,®
Hertz’ in-car satellite navigation system, and SIRIUS XM Radio.® With over 130
channels, SIRIUS XM brings you more of what you love. For reservations call your
Virtuoso travel advisor. Let Hertz put you in the driver’s seat.®

Prestige Collection vehicles available at select major market locations in the U.S. and Canada. Not all vehicles available in all locations. SIRIUS and XM
Radio are available in over 50 Hertz locations in the U.S. Subject to availability and limited to vehicles in the contiguous United States and D.C. SIRIUS
XM Radio Inc. SIRIUS, XM and all related marks and logos are trademarks of SIRIUS XM Radio Inc. and its subsidiaries. All rights reserved.
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MEXICO

MAKING YOUR MEXICO EXPERIENCE TRULY GRAND
Cancun - 4.5-star

FROM

$779*

INCLUDES 5 nights, Fiesta Americana Grand Coral Beach & hotel transfers. EXCLUSIVE save 35%.
This all-suite resort, a member of The Leading Hotels of the World, is set on the northern tip of Cancun, where a
large coral reef protects the powdery beach and calm waters. Exquisite guest rooms have sunken living rooms and
ocean-facing balconies. Tropical greenery surrounds a multi-level pool with cascading waterfalls and swim-up bar.
PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE AIRFARE. ASK ABOUT SPECIAL AIR-INCLUSIVE RATES FROM YOUR CITY.

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
*Conditions Apply: Price does not include airfare. Special promotion valid on new bookings only. Price is per person, based on double occupancy accommodations. Package does not include meals unless otherwise
indicated. Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Availability is limited. Package price is subject to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be
applicable of up to the full price paid depending on the package and when it is cancelled. Mexico valid for travel 4/11 - 7/2/10; must be booked by 3/17/10. CST#2007207-30 ADV#226 SS 9/09

BIG SHOT

Built to last:
Petra’s Treasury has
endured, thanks to
its recessed facade.

JORDAN

Add this to your list:
Petra’s majestic ancient
architecture.
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remarkably well preserved. The West became acquainted with this blushing, forgotten city hewn
from the canyon walls when a Swiss explorer stumbled across it in 1812, and today it’s still thrilling to emerge from the canyon and come face-to-facade with the intricately carved Treasury.
WHeRe Located three hours by car south of the city of Amman, Petra is reached on foot by way
of a dramatic half-mile-long gorge, or siq, which narrows to as little as six feet in spots. HoW
Spend two nights in a hotel near Petra’s old town, which allows for prime sunrise and sunset
city viewing during International Expeditions’ 15-day trip through Egypt and Jordan. Departures:
Multiple dates in January, September, and October 2010; from $6,698.

Remedios Valls lópez/aGe FoTosToCK

Rocks of
Ages

WHaT The rosy-hued sandstone edifices of Petra, capital of the ancient Nabataean empire, are

What’s your
RETURN on LIFE ?
TM

Ask the advisors at any
Virtuoso afﬁliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even yourself is your most valuable
investment. To ensure you’re spending it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge, expertise,
and connections around the globe to design your custom travel experiences.
There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

Virtuoso

www.virtuoso.com

Contact us today to reach an expert advisor at
one of the 300+ travel agencies in the Virtuoso network.
(800) 401-4274 or travel@virtuoso.com

