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The Big Apple for Little Ones 
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Europe’s Perfect Ports 
from Venice to Istanbul, 
Monte Carlo, and More



Enjoy this issue of VIRTUOSO INSIGHTS brought to you by

The Virtuoso® Network of 300+ Worldwide  
Member Travel Agencies

ARE YOU A VIRTUOSO TRAVELER?
Virtuoso® Travelers want custom experiences and itineraries perfectly suited to their preferences, 
and use a Virtuoso travel advisor to deliver just that. Virtuoso Travelers know the Internet 
isn’t enough, not when it comes to their vacations. They prefer the peace of mind of having a 
professional handle all the details, someone who is their editor of information, their sounding 
board, and their advocate. 

There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service, so  
call on a Virtuoso travel advisor to handle anything from a weekend  
getaway to a trip of a lifetime. 

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel  
advisor, contact us at (800) 953-4274 or travel@virtuoso.com,  
and we’ll introduce you to one. Ask about all the advantages  
of being a Virtuoso Traveler. 

I prefer customized vacations based on my individual preferences

I’d love to have a travel advisor who really knows me

I want in on the perks, benefits, and upgrades available only to Virtuoso Travelers

✓

✓

✓

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Travel and tourism make up one of the largest industries in the world, employing more than 220 million 
people worldwide and generating nearly ten percent of global GDP. Virtuoso is proud to be a member 
of the World Travel & Tourism Council, which works to raise awareness of the importance of this industry.



V.P./Publisher Terrie L. Hansen
Editorial Director Elaine Srnka

EDITORIAL/DESIGN
Editor Joel Centano 

Copywriter Susan Hanson 
Designer Jay Carskadden

Contributors Anita Carmin, Adam Critchley  
Copyeditor Stephanie Ball

Coordinator Maura Dowdell

MARKETING/ADVERTISING
Managing Director of Marketing Sharon McGrath  

Sr. Manager, Advertising Emily Froggét
Sr. Manager, Marketing Kim Bradshaw

Manager, Marketing Gena Wooten

PRODUCTION/CIRCULATION
Director Kathy Terrell

Sr. Production Managers 
Becky Alderson, Jona Cherry 

Director, Database Management Lanecha White
Sr. Manager Amy Hyde 

Sr. Database Analyst Gaylynn Magers
Photo Production John Lunt

Layout Production Marcia Friedman

ACCOUNT SALES
Lisa Bertini, Cece Drummond,  

Kari Edwards, Trisha Foresman,  
Christine Gilbert, Karen Goldberg,  
Jennifer Gunter, Mauricio Leyton,  
Katie O’Connor, Daniela Trotta

Mary Kaye Zanatta

Virtuoso insights is distributed exclusively to the clients and customers of Virtuoso Members. ©2011 Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Prices in Virtuoso insights are per person, double occupancy, 
in u.s. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Publisher assumes 
no liability for the representations contained herein. the trademarks Virtuoso, the globe swirl Logo, sPECiALists in thE Art oF trAVEL, WE orChEstrAtE DrEAMs, VoYAgEr CLuB, Virtuoso 
insights, and rEturn on LiFE are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a u.s. copyright registration for the globe swirl Logo, ©2000. All rights reserved. MasterCard and the MasterCard 
Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard international incorporated. All rights reserved. Printed in the u.s.A. by Motheral Printing Company, texas.

ContEnts
VirTuOSO inSiGhTS  DECEMBEr 2011

FEAturEs 

 2 VIRTUOSO ADVANTAGE  
  Your Virtuoso travel advisor makes a real difference 
  in the way you experience travel.

 4 VIRTUOSO TRAVELER  
  For experiences that run deep, Lima’s Luis humberto  
  Zazzali taps into his travel advisor’s expertise.   

 6 SMOOTH SAILING  
  Life’s a breeze when you’re a member of Virtuoso 
  Voyager Club®, our premier cruise enhancement program.

 8 SUITE DREAMS 
  Exclusive experiences in the finest hotels and resorts.
  Plus: hot new hotels in the Virtuoso network.

 10 GOING GREEN 
  Charting the course on sustainable tourism.

 12 FINAL FRONTIER 
  The countdown to commercial space travel.

 52  PERFECT ENDING 
  Celebrating a life aquatic on France’s Côte d’Azur.

DEPArTMEnTS 

Cover photo: Twilight on Venice’s Grand Canal.

Small Bite of the 
Big Apple  

Getting to new York City’s 
core with kids.

Barrio Hopping in 
Buenos Aires    

Stepping out in South 
America’s sexiest city. 

Europe Ship & Shore        
Exploring the 

Continent’s premier 
ports of call.

18 28 38



V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s2

Everyone knows Paris and the Loire are gourmet favorites. But when it comes to planning a group 
trip there — hotels, transfers, events, dinners, what to do when not eating — too many cooks in the 
kitchen is a recipe for serious indigestion. Best leave it to the pros, like Virtuoso travel advisor 
Katie McCormack Krinkie, who cooked up this eight-day vacation for a group of 16.  

GettinG there Fly direct to Paris-Orly with OpenSkies, enjoying four-course meals and other 
business-class amenities en route. Once there, EuroPanache will handle all transfers, from Orly to 
your Paris hotel (a chauffeur will greet your group in arrivals) to the Loire Valley and back. Business-
class flights from $2,210 from Washington Dulles International. Ground transportation from $667.

accommodations Check into Le Meurice for a four-night stay. 
The 160-room palace hotel features Philippe Starck interiors,  
Spa Valmont, the three-Michelin-star Restaurant le Meurice, and 
rooms overlooking Tuileries Garden. On checkout, the hotel will 
pack box lunches for your trip to the Loire. Doubles from $1,197 per 
night for a Deluxe room with a private entrance and sitting area.

local flavor In addition to recommended bistros and wine 
bars, Krinkie has two treats lined up: lunch at Ladurée Restaurant 
(famed for its macarons) and a Seine dinner cruise aboard a 

privately chartered yacht. The former 
overlooks Champs-Élysées from a terrace 
and dining rooms done up in Second Empire 
style; the latter, well, it’s your private yacht 
for the night on the Seine, dinner and all 
drinks included — what more could you 
want? Lunch, $116; dinner cruise, $530.

accommodations Group getaways in the Loire demand a 
château. In this case: three nights at Château de la Barre, an eight-
room manse that’s been in Count de Vanssay’s family for more than 
six centuries. The 100-acre property features four gardens and a 
terrace for games of croquet. Request a picnic basket ($22) and set 
off exploring. Doubles from $390 per night.

insider’s tours Take a break from the vineyards and markets 
for a bicycle tour to Château de Chambord, a 13,000-acre 
park dominated by King François I’s 440-room French 
Renaissance hunting lodge. On another day, lift off from 
La Barre in a hot-air balloon for an early-morning float 
over the Loire. Bicycle tour with lunch, $396. Hot-air 
balloon ride, $250 (four-person minimum).

Grand total From $7,109 per person for a group of 16.

INSIDER ITINERARy

Why Do It Yourself?

Virtuoso AdvAntAge relying on a Virtuoso travel advisor for your vacation planning makes 
A rEAl diffErEnCE in the way you experience travel. 

Advisor Tip 
“OpenSkies is an all-business-class 
airline that flies from Washington 
Dulles and Newark to Paris-Orly 
daily. Take the fast-track lane through 
security and you’ll be at the lounge or 
airplane gate in about ten minutes.”

virTUoso AdvANTAGE 
Virtuoso’s guests receive ten percent off 
room rates, breakfast daily, and a bottle 
of wine and petits fours on arrival.

spECiAL pErK 
“I always like to throw 
in little surprises for 
my clients — my treat,” 
says Krinkie. “For this 
group, one of them is a 
Champagne toast under 
the twinkling Eiffel Tower 
at midnight.”

Paris

LoirE VaLLEY virTUoso 
AdvANTAGE 
The count and countess will 
host a welcome reception 
for Virtuoso guests. You’ll 
also receive discounted 
rates and amenities such 
as breakfast and afternoon 
tea daily, along with free 
Internet access.

The ST. RegiS FloRence

Since the 18th century, travelers have considered the 
spectacular Grand Hotel a preferred stop in Florence. 
After a complete renovation this historic landmark  
re-opened as The St. Regis Florence in May 2011 and 
offers an unrivaled immersion into the cradle of  
the Renaissance.

Brilliant crystal chandeliers, custom frescos and warm 
colors adorn the 19 extraordinary suites and 81 ample 
guest rooms at this St. Regis hotel where the antique 
décor celebrates the artistic culture of Florence.

Virtuoso Exclusive: 
Upgrade on arrival, subject to availability, Daily full breakfast  
for up to two in-room guests, served in the restaurant, afternoon 
tea ritual for two served in Etichetta Pinchiorri and a late check-
out subject to availability. Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor for 
best current rates.

The ST. RegiS Rome

Sumptuously luxurious, The St. Regis Rome was named 
to Condé Nast Traveler’s 2011 Gold List due to its 
unsurpassed setting and amenities. 

Find sanctuary and pampering in the elegant Kami Spa, 
sip a Negroni in Le Grand Bar, or dine on perfectly 
prepared traditional dishes at Vivendo. 

Each of the 138 guest rooms and 23 suites feature a 
unique identity and are exquisitely appointed in a 
combination of Empire, Regency and Louis XV styles. 

Virtuoso Exclusive:
Upgrade on arrival, subject to availability, full breakfast for  
up to two in-room guests, in restaurant and express lunch  
for two (beverages excluded), once during stay. Express lunch  
for two (excluding beverages). Ask your Virtuoso travel  
advisor for best current rates.

beyond expectation inItaly

Starwood_StRegis_5.indd   1 11/3/11   1:03 AM
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Virtuoso trAveler Virtuoso travel advisors opEn doorS Around tHE world. 

Luis Humberto Zazzali, 68, is as exacting and passionate about travel plans as he is 

with law cases. A prominent lawyer in Lima, Peru, he and his wife, Rosa, extensively research cultural 

destinations around the world for each vacation. Zazzali spoke to Virtuoso Insights through a translator; to 

decode the day-to-day logistics of their global adventures, they turn to Lima-based Virtuoso travel advisor 

Rosario Flórez.   intErviEwEd By dAvid HoCHmAn

What’s unique about 
the way you travel? 
“I enjoy going to a deep 
place. For instance, in 
Bhutan this year we were 
very intrigued by the idea of 
Gross National Happiness 

[a term coined by Bhutan’s former king 
in 1972]. Rather than measuring national 
wealth, they measure how happy people 
are. I wanted to dig into the roots of this 
idea, so we read a great deal, looking back 
a thousand years to see where this concept 
began. Even back then, the Bhutanese 
were protecting the environment and 
caring for their future.” 

What components make you 
happiest on a trip? 
“Luxury, good locations, and keeping my 
wife happy. We’ve been married for 42 
years. She can be a bit in the clouds and 
anxious, so it’s very important that our 
travels focus on tranquility.” 

How does your travel advisor 
help on that front? 
“Rosario knows us well and is able to 
share our travel philosophy with local 
operators. From the moment we arrive — 
no matter how remote the destination — 
they know we’re looking for peaceful 
experiences, and they know that we like 
spas as much as we like meeting new 
people and visiting beautiful, interesting 
places. We like to relax and feel settled.”  

What happens when things 
don’t go smoothly? 
“Several years ago, our trip to Burma was 
canceled at the last minute when the 
government suspended all flights. 
Working intensely with local operators, 
Rosario presented us with several 
wonderful options and amended our 
itinerary. We ended up having one of the 
great experiences of our lives in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand, instead.”

And your idea of paradise? 
“Mykonos, Greece.” 

Which three things do you never 
leave home without? 
“Medications (so we stay healthy on  
the road) and my wife’s makeup (so she 
stays beautiful). Also, my camera. I have 
a Canon PowerShot G9, which for me  
is essential.”  

What’s left on your travel 
to-do list? 
“The Seychelles, French Polynesia, Alaska, 
Egypt — so many places to see while we’re 
still young!”

Q: 
photos from left: The Zazzalis at 
Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet; tales of 
whales in Alaska; living the charmed 
life in Fatehpur Sikri, India (top); 
reaching out in Tibet (bottom).

Exquisite surroundings and VIP privilege. That’s the world of The Haven, 
where Suite and Villa guests enjoy amenities like butler and concierge service and key 

card access to The Haven Courtyard, with its private pool, gym and whirlpools. 
It’s the ultimate in Freestyle Cruising® and only from Norwegian Cruise Line.®

Offer valid for Villa or Suite reservations on select sailings nine months or greater prior to departure. Onboard credit and fares are shown in U.S. dollars. Fares are cruise only, per person, based on double occupancy. Onboard 
Credit amount is per stateroom, based on cruise length booked and will be applied to the first two guests in the stateroom. Mini-Suites are excluded. Onboard Credit has no cash value and is not transferable. Government 
taxes and fees are additional. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for additional details, fees, terms and conditions that may apply. Offers are based on availability, are capacity controlled, and combinability with other offers 
is subject to change or cancellation at any time per NCL discretion. Promotion ends December 31, 2012. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2011 NCL Corporation

Private Paradise: The Haven

Western Mediterranean • 7 Days • Norwegian Epic
Round-trip Barcelona • Departs 10/7/12, 10/14/12 
Suite fares from $2,399 

Adriatic & Italy • 7 Days • Norwegian Jade
Venice to Rome • Departs 10/13/12 
Suite fares from $2,019 

Mediterranean & Holy Land • 11 Days • Norwegian Jade 
Round-trip Rome • Departs 10/20/12 – 4/6/13
Suite fares from $2,299

Transatlantic • 13 Days • Norwegian Epic
Barcelona to Miami • Departs 10/21/12 
Suite fares from $3,849 

Eastern Mediterranean • 7 Days • Norwegian Jade
Round-trip Rome • Departs 10/31/12 – 4/17/13  
Suite fares from $2,219

 

Enjoy $300 onboard credit 
when you book your
Suite or Villa

with your Virtuoso
travel advisor.

NCLInSights571112_Final.indd   1 10/31/11   12:55 PM
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smooth SAiling You’re entitled to the unrivalled privilEgE, prEStigE, And CAmArAdEriE that come 
with being a member of Voyager Club, Virtuoso’s premier cruise advantage program.

SOirEE in 
OLD SAIGON         
Sure, South Vietnam’s capital was 
officially named Ho Chi Minh City some 
35 years ago . . . yet world travelers still 
lovingly refer to this hustling, bustling city 
by its French colonial moniker, Saigon. 
Those fortunate enough to sail across 
Southeast Asia with Seabourn will be 
treated to a gala banquet in the restored 
residence of Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., 
American ambassador to South Vietnam 
during the 1960s. Feast on Vietnamese 
specialties where important dignitaries 
once dined, followed by a traditional 
musical performance. Fifteen-day voyage 
aboard Seabourn Pride departs March 14, 
2012; Hong Kong to Singapore. Contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor for up-to-the-
minute pricing.

Veritably Valletta         
Sir Walter Scott described Malta’s capital of Valletta — erected in the 16th century by 
the Knights of St. John — as “the city built by gentlemen for gentlemen.” Voyager Club 
guests of both genders will be privy to a private, full-day excursion with Silversea 
Cruises that includes such Valletta highlights as the famous Mosta Dome Church. 
You’ll also visit the medieval walled city of Mdina with its magnificent cathedral 
dedicated to St. Paul, followed by the quaint village of Naxxar and its Palazzo Parisio. 
This private estate, often dubbed a “mini Versailles,” serves as your lush setting for 
lunch. Eleven-day voyage aboard Silver Wind departs April 17, 2012; Barcelona to Rome 
(Civitavecchia). Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for up-to-the-minute pricing.

virtuoso voyager Club®

Enjoy the benefits of our premier cruise 
enhancement program, including:

• The company of a dedicated onboard host
• A private shipboard cocktail reception
• The camaraderie of like-minded travelers
• An exclusive, cultural shore excursion

it’s all gratis, simply for booking select cruises 
through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Capital views of 
Valletta as seen 
from Sliema, Malta.

Mystical experience: 
Seabourn Spirit sails 

Vietnam’s Halong Bay.

Untitled-1   1 11/3/11   9:52 AM
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Florentine Flair
Set directly in front of Florence’s famous Palazzo Strozzi and long the favorite stay of 
artists and intellectuals, the antique-filled Hotel Helvetia & Bristol exudes the 
style of an intimate manor house. You’ll feel right at home during your Virtuoso 
Exclusive experience featuring three nights in a Deluxe Double Room or Executive 
Suite and highlighted by a four-course repast, complete with Chianti wine, in the 
Hostaria Bibendum restaurant. Also includes daily buffet breakfast, a welcome bottle 
of spumante, daily newspaper, two museum tickets with priority entrance, and a 
special Tuscan gift. Available January 1 through December 31, 2012. Doubles from 
EUR1,350 (approx. US$1,827) per room, per three-night package.

mAndArin oriEntAl, pAriS   
The City of Light shines a little 

brighter with the opening of this 
138-room, vintage Art Deco hotel. 
Set along fashionable rue Saint-

honoré and steps from the Louvre, 
it offers sleek décor coupled with 
Bang and Olufsen flatscreens and 

surround-sound systems, all in 
some of Paris’s most spacious 

rooms. headed by Michelin-starred 
chef Thierry Marx, the modernly 

simple Camélia restaurant centers 
around a ten-seat cooking counter, 

where you can watch the chefs 
work their culinary magic. Virtuoso 
guests receive a room upgrade on 
arrival, if available; daily American 
breakfast for two; and one Eur85 

(approx. uS$115) spa credit per 
stay. For up-to-the-minute pricing, 

contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

NEW HOTEL

Central figure: In the 
heart of Florence, Hotel 
Helvetia & Bristol (also 
shown at right) boasts 
views of Brunelleschi’s 
Dome and the Palazzo 
Strozzi.

Suite DrEams Enjoy special pricing, complimentary amenities, and a host of ExCluSivE EntiCEmEntS 
when you book your hotel stay through a Virtuoso travel advisor.

PErK OF ThE 
CEntury           
Set along Avenue of the Stars within walking distance from the 20th Century 
Fox Studios and popular Century City mall, the InterContinental Los 
Angeles Century City has its own Hollywood panache. It also has exclusive 
perks for Virtuoso guests, including round-trip luxury car service to Beverly
Hills and Century City. Thanks to your complimentary  
upgrade (if available) from a Superior King or Double  
guestroom, you’ll bring all your designer bags back to  
a Deluxe Suite with full breakfast daily for two and  
free WIFI access. You’ll also receive one $50 credit  
per room, good toward spa treatments, and, in  
2012, additional incidentals such as parking.   
For up-to-the-minute pricing, contact your  
Virtuoso travel advisor. 
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GoinG green Virtuoso travel providers are taking the helm of SuStAinABlE trAvEl 
to help preserve our delicate environment.

As part of its ongoing “World of Thanks” 
philanthropic efforts, adventure travel 
provider Zegrahm Expeditions recently 
partnered with Children in the Wilderness, 
a program that teaches African youth the 
value of conservation. Earlier this year, 
Zegrahm sponsored a camp in Zambia, 
which hosted rural kids from the 
surrounding area. Paired with wildlife 
guides from the lodge, the children 
participated in game drives, scavenger 
hunts, and other activities that provided 
new appreciation for their delicate natural 
environment — along with ways they can 
help save it. The children learned other 
valuable lessons as well, including HIV 
prevention and the use of medicinal plants. 
For more information on Zegrahm Expeditions 
in Africa and beyond, contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor.

Living the 
Wild Life

LEEDing in utah
Since opening last year, Montage Deer Valley quickly established itself among Utah’s 
foremost ski destinations. Home to 154 deluxe guestrooms and more than 66 suites 
and private residences, the ski-in/ski-out resort also is leading the way among 
sustainable buildings, earning the state’s first Silver Level LEED Certification. The 
award considers such factors as water and energy efficiency, materials and resources 
used, and indoor environmental standards. Gratified for the honor, Alan J. Fuerstman, 
Founder and CEO of Montage Hotels & Resorts, said the LEED certification shows that 
“luxury and sustainability can be synonymous.” Virtuoso guests receive a room 
upgrade at time of booking, if available; a daily breakfast credit of up to $50 per room, 
per night; and guaranteed 4:00 p.m. late checkout. From $345 per night.

Après ski: Spa Montage lets guests soak 
in the Utah experience at the sustainably 

designed Montage Deer Valley. 

Hand in hand: 
Zegrahm 
Expeditions 
connects 
kids with 
conservation.

norwegian’s nextEra 
Norwegian Cruise Line has expanded its award-
winning Eco-Smart Cruising efforts yet again by 
partnering with NextEra Energy Resources, North 
America’s largest producer of wind and solar power. 
Through an innovative new program — the cruise 
industry’s first — Norwegian guests can help offset 
their carbon footprint by voluntarily contributing $10 
toward building renewable energy facilities across the U.S.  
For more on Norwegian’s Eco-Smart Cruising initiatives and 
itineraries around the globe, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

travel for real

visit marrakech ONLINE at 

www.marrakech.travel 
To plan your custom itinerary to Morocco,  
please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

Tuesday :
An encounter with  

a young jewellery  
designer in an art  

gallery in Guéliz...  
She took us into her 

studio where my wife  
was enchanted and  

had this unique piece 
made, combining 

traditional and 
contemporary design.

Sunday :
Marrakech is ours, an ideal 
place for a relaxation break. 
We’ve become keen on argan oil 
massages and I bring some oil 
back home whenever  
I can. It’s become a real ritual.

Wednesday :
Stop for a while in  
the heart of the 
Majorelle Garden, with 
its shaded alleys, its 
cactuses, its deep blue 
colour, its fountains ...  
A guaranteed source  
of inspiration. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday : The Palmeraie golf  
course with a breathtaking view of the snow capped Atlas 
Mountains, the mythical course where Eisenhower played,  
the highly technical course with its water hurdles or even  
the huge golf course that has 300 hectares of green...

Monday : A special medallion as  
a souvenir of a mythical place.  

Once upon a time it was attached  
to the key of a suite we booked for  

our silver wedding anniversary  
in Marrakech, a suite with an  
evocative name... Exceptional  
service and an eye for detail.

Souvenir of the Churchill suite

A made to measure 
Berber creation

A different green every day!

Argan oil, the green 
gold of Morocco

Majorelle Garden
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a souvenir of a mythical place.  

Once upon a time it was attached  
to the key of a suite we booked for  

our silver wedding anniversary  
in Marrakech, a suite with an  
evocative name... Exceptional  
service and an eye for detail.

Souvenir of the Churchill suite

A made to measure 
Berber creation

A different green every day!

Argan oil, the green 
gold of Morocco

Majorelle Garden
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travel for real

visit marrakech ONLINE at 

www.marrakech.travel 
To plan your custom itinerary to Morocco,  
please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

Tuesday :
An encounter with  

a young jewellery  
designer in an art  

gallery in Guéliz...  
She took us into her 

studio where my wife  
was enchanted and  

had this unique piece 
made, combining 

traditional and 
contemporary design.

Sunday :
Marrakech is ours, an ideal 
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FinaL Frontier The countdown has officially begun 
for the firSt-EvEr CommErCiAl 
SpACEfligHt with Virgin Galactic.

Leap of FAitH 
Space tourism took another major leap forward with the recent opening of the new 
FAITH building at the Mojave Air and Space Port in Mojave, California. FAITH — which 
stands for Final Assembly, Integration and Test Hangar — will provide the finishing 
touches on Virgin Galactic’s Spaceship Enterprise and its mother ship, Eve, for their 
upcoming blast into sub-orbital space.
 Constructed by The Spaceship Company (TSC) — a joint venture between Virgin 
Galactic and aerospace design company, Scaled Composites — the multi-million-dollar, 
LEED-certified FAITH facility will be used for the final construction and testing stages of 
commercial manned space vehicles, and will also support maintenance when the ships 
return to base. 
 Virgin Group Founder Sir Richard Branson hailed FAITH’s grand opening. “Today 
marks another important step along the road to opening space for everyone,” said 
Branson. “From this hangar, the talented team at The Spaceship Company will be at the 
forefront of making space access safe, reliable, and affordable.”
 Not only does the new hangar give a boost to the prospect of daily commercial 
spaceflights, it also provides a lift to local space industries and economies in California 
and New Mexico. As the reality of citizen space travel fast approaches, TSC intends to 
double its current workforce of 80 people within the next year.
 Ready to realize your inner astronaut? Tickets are available exclusively through Virtuoso 
travel advisors. Contact yours today!

Nothing but blue skies for Virgin 
Galactic’s Spaceship Enterprise 
and (below) space enthusiasts 
break ground for the new FAITH 
building at the Mojave Air and 
Space Port in California.

©
M

ik
e
 M

ill
s

©
M

a
rk

 G
re

e
n

b
e
rg

Featured Voyages Include: Voyager Club Host, Private Cocktail Reception and Exclusive Shore Event

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

O� ers expire December 30, 2011. Fares are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include all savings. All fares and o� ers are for new bookings only, subject 
to availability, may not be combinable with other o� ers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Air Inclusive Program applies to economy, 
roundtrip fl ights only from select U.S. & Canadian gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, DEN, DFW, EWR, HNL, IAD, IAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MIA, MSP, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, 
YUL, YVR and YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Business Class Air from Honolulu requires surcharge. Government fees and 
taxes of up to $17 per person, per day are additional. Advertised fares include all air-related government taxes surcharges and fees. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to 
correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply and can be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. 
Ships’ Registry: Bahamas and Bermuda. ©2011 Regent Seven Seas Cruises MK_FL_12015

Elegant Ships With All Ocean-View 
Suites, Private Balconies and 

No More Than 700 Guests 

♦  2-for-1 Fares plus additional bonus 

savings of up to $2,500 per suite  

♦ FREE Roundtrip Air 

♦  FREE Business Class Air Upgrade 

in Penthouse Suites and higher 

♦ FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions 

♦ FREE Luxury Hotel Package  

♦  FREE Beverages including 

fi ne wines and premium spirits

♦ FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

♦ FREE Ground Transfers

♦  FREE In-suite mini-bar 

replenished daily

ROME TO ISTANBUL | June 16, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner
2-for-1 Fares from $7,749 per person including $1,250 Bonus Savings 

COPENHAGEN TO STOCKHOLM | July 29, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager
2-for-1 Fares from $8,749 per person including $750 Bonus Savings

indulge… 
IT’S ALL INCLUDED.

Indulge in a personalized and elegant casual onboard lifestyle. Spacious, 
all-suite accommodations, voted the best at sea by avid cruisers, feature 

every imaginable amenity including welcome bottle of champagne, 
FREE in-suite mini-bar replenished daily and FREE 24-hour room service. 

Indulge … it’s all included.

MK_FL_12015_Virtuoso_Insights_Dec_Ad.indd   1 10/7/11   5:38 PM

Get behind the wheel of this 
toxic orange, Hemi V8, 
372-horsepower Dodge 
Challenger and kick your 
rental experience into 
overdrive. Or try the 
Chevrolet Camaro SS and 
Ford Mustang GT Premium — 
modern specialty 
performance versions of 
some of the most legendary 
rides to hit the road. Hey, we 
don’t call it our Adrenaline 
Collection for nothing. 
Reserve one of these head-
turners by contacting your 
Virtuoso travel advisor. And 
give your vacation a little 
more muscle. 

You know 
you want me.

FOR YOuR inFORMATiOn: Adrenaline Collection 
vehicles are available at major market locations in the 
U.S. and Canada. All vehicles may not be available at 
all locations. Hertz rental age, driver, and credit 
qualifications apply. All other marks and logos are the 
property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

® Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. © 2011 Hertz System, Inc.  

Hertz_3.indd   1 6/27/11   11:59 PM
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Mexico 
is the 
New Europe
A possession of Spain from 1519 to 1810, Mexico 
boasts one of the world’s most impressive colonial 
legacies. Great cities sprang up across Nueva España 
(New Spain), their grand monuments and glorious plazas a 
testament to the country’s wealth of silver and other resources. 
From San Miguel to the state of Michoacán, Yucatan Peninsula and 
beyond, spectacular baroque cathedrals and beautiful convents arose 
as did stately haciendas that guarded over massive plantations. 

Mexico boasts 31 cultural and natural UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
So whether you travel to see colonial architecture or to relax on pristine 
beaches, it all adds up to a treasure filled Mexican holiday — made even 
more priceless by the personal connections and expert advice of your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

 

guanajuato (san miguel de allende)

MICHoaCán

MoRELoS YuCatan

CaMPECHE

QuIntana Roo

RivieRa
maya

For a custom itinerary 
to Mexico, contact your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

Artsy
sAn Miguel
Past meets present in San Miguel de 
Allende, another colonial Highlands town 
that enchants all who cross its narrow, 
cobbled paths. Founded in 1542, San 
Miguel was a major stop along the 
former Antigua Camino Real silver trail 
and has long been a hub for expatriate 
artists, writers and musicians. The 
town also boasts more museums than 
anyplace else in Mexico.

Mexico_Insights.indd   1 10/25/11   10:54 AM

For a custom itinerary 
to Mexico, contact your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

Magnificent
Michoacán
Its elegant 16th-century structures, built from 
local pink ashlar stone, earned Morelia, this 
state’s capital, a place on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage list. Patzcuaro is another colonial gem, 
named a “Pueblo Magico” (Magic City). The 
basilica, Museum of Popular Arts and Crafts, and 
House of Eleven Patios are must-visits. Patzcuaro 
and its lake region claim deep ties to the
indigenous Purepecha culture and are legendary 
for their Day of the Dead celebrations.

artsy
san Miguel
Past meets present in San Miguel de 
Allende, another colonial Highlands town 
that enchants all who cross its narrow, 
cobbled paths. Founded in 1542, San 
Miguel was a major stop along the 
former Antigua Camino Real silver trail 
and has long been a hub for expatriate 
artists, writers and musicians. The 
town also boasts more museums than 
anyplace else in Mexico.
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Youthful
Yucatan Peninsula
Situated in southeastern Mexico along its namesake 
peninsula, Yucatan is one state that really has it all — 
from major archaeological sites such as Chichen Itza 
and charming colonial towns like Valladolid to romantic 
haciendas, fascinating underground caves and stunning 
beaches.

colorful camPeche
Westernmost of the three Yucatan states, Campeche 
invites with its ancient cities like Edzna and Calakmul, and 
its beautiful colonial namesake capital. It was here where 
the Spanish first landed on Mexican soil, making contact 
with the local Mayan.

riviera maYa Dreams
Blessed with miles of perfect white sand Caribbean 
beaches and bordered by the Mesoamerican Coral Reef, 
the Riviera Maya is a world class destination with a unique 
combination of attractions. Here you’ll find some of the 
most spectacular cenotes formed by the world’s largest 
underground riversystem, the Sian Ka’an biosphere reserve 
and the Maya sites of Tulum and Coba.
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 Small 
 Bite of the 
Big 
 apple
There’s nothing quite like seeing the 
“Big Apple” through a child’s eye — 
and no one gets to the city’s core 
quite like Virtuoso. Your travel advisor 
has the insider connections to go 
outside the norm and give you a 
close-up look at New York’s best kid-
approved experiences. Here are just a 
few imaginative possibilities that can 
be included in a custom-designed 
family package.

Exploring New York City with Kids 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Gotham’s iconic, Art Deco 

Chrysler Building; Central Park 
in fall; beholding the Hall of 

Biodiversity in the American 
Museum of Natural History; 

legendary, New York style 
pizza served up at Lombardi’s 
in Nolita (NYC’s North of Little 

Italy neighborhood). 
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GoinG “BiG” at 
Fao Schwarz
Like Tom Hanks in the movie, Big, everyone’s a kid when they 
walk into FAO Schwarz, the oldest toy store in the country. 
Founded by Frederick August Otto Schwarz, who opened his 
first store in Baltimore in 1862, the celebrated play emporium 
has been a Manhattan must-do since 1870. (The flagship store 
moved to its current Fifth Avenue location in 1986.)
 Children from around the world come to marvel at the 
dazzling Grand Hall with its 20,000 colored lights, design their 
own Barbie or Muppet Whatnot, sample tasty treats at “FAO 
Schweetz” candy shop, and, of course, step on the giant piano. As 
a Virtuoso client, you can dance your way through “Chopsticks” 
and enjoy exclusive access with breakfast before the store opens. 

MorninG at 
the MuSeuM
Setting for the wildly popular movie, Night at the Museum, 
the American Museum of Natural History is one of the most 
highly regarded in the world. Located on the Upper West Side 
across from Central Park, the museum houses some 32 million 
specimens and artifacts, and your Virtuoso travel advisor can 
arrange a private experience with a docent before the museum 
opens to the public. And while we can’t promise that the 
creatures will come alive, your children’s imagination certainly 
will as they embark on a personalized scavenger hunt to learn 
about the collection in a fun and informative way.

cavortinG throuGh 
central Park 
Blanketing more than a square mile in the heart of Manhattan, 
Central Park is considered New York’s backyard. And what a yard 
to play in! Opened in 1859, this urban green oasis is home to a 
number of city landmarks, and you’ll discover the highlights on a 
private, two-hour guided bike (or pedi-cab) experience.
 Leisurely ride around the 843 foliage-covered acres with your 
expert guide as you learn about the park’s history and most 
famous attractions. Say hello to the Mad Hatter at the ever-
popular Alice in Wonderland statue, soak in the views from 
Belvedere Castle, and see the renowned twirling monkeys as 
the Delacorte Musical Clock strikes the half-hour. Traveling at 
your own pace, you might stop to pay homage to John Lennon 
at Strawberry Fields, ride the carousel, or take a spin around the 
ice-skating rink. Then, explore the city’s wild side at the Central 
Park Zoo.

noShinG 
throuGh nYc’S 
neiGhBorhoodS
Where can you find New 
York’s best bagels? Or its 
best pizza — by the slice 
and the whole pie? Savor 
your way through New York’s 
neighborhoods on this flavorful 

Quite a specimen: the enormous 
T-Rex display at the American 
Museum of Natural History.

Note: $2,642 per person Imperial Jewels of China CAT E price is based on double occupancy, July 14th, 2012 Viking Emerald departure. $3,362 per person Grand European Tour CAT F price is based 
on double occupancy, November 18, 2012 Viking Freya departure. $1,656 per person Romantic Danube CAT F price is based on double occupancy November 17, 2012 Viking Odin departure. $1,756 
per person Portraits of Southern France CAT E price is based on double occupancy Oct 28, 2012 Viking Europe or Viking Neptune departures. $1,156 per person Paris & the Heart of Normandy CAT 
E price is based on double occupancy, November 25, 2012 Viking Spirit departure. $3,796 per person Waterways of the Czars CAT DX price is based on double occupancy October 12, 2012 Viking 
Rurik departure. Cruise fares listed are for cruise and cruisetour only in U.S. dollars, per person and fares/discount offers are based on double occupancy. 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts 
are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer EBD at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. 
Valid on new bookings only as of 12/1/11, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Past Guest Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right 
to correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time, and without notice. Additional terms and conditions apply. For Passenger Ticket Contract and offer restrictions, visit  
VRC.com for complete details. Offer expires January 31, 2012. CST#2052644-40

2012 Early Booking Discount 2-FOR-1 Cruise
Call your Virtuoso travel advisor for details on Viking’s latest international air discounts. 
Hurry — Offer expires January 31, 2012.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today.

THE WORLD’S LEADING RIVER CRUISE LINE...BY FAR®

Discover the best way to see the world. 
Nothing compares to the river. Where else, but on the river, can you journey into the heart of the world’s greatest cities and 

towns, and discover the true nature of the land? Comfortable and convenient, it offers a greater variety of destinations than 

you could encounter any other way. Spend less time getting there and more time being there. Little wonder that river cruising 

is the fastest-growing segment of the travel industry.

Grand European Tour
15 Days from Amsterdam to Budapest  
aboard a NEW, state-of-the-art Viking Longship

from $3,362 per person

Imperial Jewels of China
12 Days from Shanghai to Beijing 
aboard NEW, all-veranda, Viking Emerald

from $2,642 per person

Romantic Danube
8 Days from Nuremberg to Budapest 
aboard a NEW, state-of-the-art Viking Longship  

from $1,656 per person

 Paris & The Heart of Normandy
8 Days from Paris - Rouen - Paris 

aboard Viking Pride or Viking Spirit 
from $1,156 per person

Waterways of the Czars
13 Days from St. Petersburg to Moscow 

aboard a newly refurbished deluxe ship  
from $3,796 per person 

Portraits of Southern France
8 Days from Chalon to Avignon 

aboard Viking Europe or Viking Neptune
from $1,756 per person



Note: $2,642 per person Imperial Jewels of China CAT E price is based on double occupancy, July 14th, 2012 Viking Emerald departure. $3,362 per person Grand European Tour CAT F price is based 
on double occupancy, November 18, 2012 Viking Freya departure. $1,656 per person Romantic Danube CAT F price is based on double occupancy November 17, 2012 Viking Odin departure. $1,756 
per person Portraits of Southern France CAT E price is based on double occupancy Oct 28, 2012 Viking Europe or Viking Neptune departures. $1,156 per person Paris & the Heart of Normandy CAT 
E price is based on double occupancy, November 25, 2012 Viking Spirit departure. $3,796 per person Waterways of the Czars CAT DX price is based on double occupancy October 12, 2012 Viking 
Rurik departure. Cruise fares listed are for cruise and cruisetour only in U.S. dollars, per person and fares/discount offers are based on double occupancy. 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts 
are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer EBD at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. 
Valid on new bookings only as of 12/1/11, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Past Guest Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right 
to correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time, and without notice. Additional terms and conditions apply. For Passenger Ticket Contract and offer restrictions, visit  
VRC.com for complete details. Offer expires January 31, 2012. CST#2052644-40
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journey, led by an expert guide and tailored toward 
your particular, well, tastes!
 Wander through a variety of cultures and visit 
those hidden spots that only locals know about. 
Check out Chelsea Market, walk the new High 
Line elevated park in the sky, and delight in the 
gastronomic wonders of Greenwich Village. Explore 
the colorful markets in Chinatown and candy shops 
in the Lower East Side. Sample Indian and Mexican 
street foods. You can even take a private cooking class 
based on your family’s favorite cuisine. 

Give Your reGardS 
to BroadwaY
Is there an aspiring actor or actress in your family? 
Take your budding star behind the curtain of a 
hit Broadway show. Considered the apex of world 
theater, the Broadway district around Times Square 
boasts nearly 40 major theaters (with numerous 
smaller off- and off-off-Broadway houses). As a 
Virtuoso client, you can go backstage with one of the 
cast members to a current Broadway show. Your child 
might even learn a song or dance routine with the 
musical director in a rehearsal studio. 
 And if you’ve ever wondered how make-up artists 
create those scary beasts, fairy princesses, and evil 
villains, you can watch as your kid transforms 
before your very eyes with a private make-up lesson. 
You’ll gain a new appreciation for all of those who 
contribute to a hit Broadway show — then watch it 
all come together with top seats to that evening’s 
performance.

More kid-aPProved exPerienceS

young fashionistas and fans of “Project Runway” can meet designers 

in their not-open-to-the-public showrooms. They’ll learn how the 

market works, get feedback on their own sketches — and, best of all, 

shop for up to 70 percent off retail!

Discover the multi-cultural melting pot that is New york with a special 

day focused on the city’s many immigrants. Join your local guide for 

a visit to the Statute of Liberty, enjoy lunch at a new York deli, and 

journey through the Tenement Museum to learn how early immigrants 

started their new lives in America.

Get a hands-on perspective of the New york art scene while learning how the city’s artists work and live. Create your own 

art with working artists who will show you how to make handmade prints or paper, or even your own sculpture. Explore hot 

galleries and understand what makes a piece worthy to hang in a gallery or museum.

from top: Posters promote Broadway musicals 
in Times Square; spreading the love; a childlike 

perspective at the Museum of Modern Art. 

*Fares are based on Balcony Stateroom (Category A4) for Queen Elizabeth 08/14/12, 10/12/12 and 11/17/12 voyages. Fares apply on a space-available basis at time of reservation.  
Fares for other categories not shown may vary. Fares are per person, do not include air travel, are voyage only, based on double occupancy and apply to the first two guests in a stateroom. These 
fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth guests. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public or past guest discount. Offer is available to residents  
of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Government fees and taxes range from  
$58.60 - $107.50 and are additional, per person, may be higher for Canadian residents and are subject to change. Fares shown include a fuel supplement of $9 per person, per day (up to a maximum 
of $300) that is subject to change, where applicable. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice. This Advertisement was distributed by an independent travel agency, not by Cunard Line. 

†Up to $300 On Board credit is based on double occupancy and applies to the first two guests in a Balcony stateroom only. Please refer to the applicable Cunard brochure for terms, conditions 
and definitions that apply to all reservations. Certain restrictions apply. Ships’ registry: Great Britain. ©CUNARD 2011.

FEEL FAMOUS. SAIL CUNARD.  

Mediterranean Voyages — Balcony fares starting at:

QUEEN ELIZABETH
TM — After a rousing round of applause for the Queen Elizabeth Theatre Company, 

it was off to the Queen’s Room for a night of ballroom dancing.

Roundtrip Southampton  
August 14, 2012

14 days – $4,695*

Between Rome & Athens  
September 6, November 17, 2012

12 days – $2,995*

Athens to Venice  
October 12, 2012

12 days – $3,195*

VIRTUOSO
EXCLUSIVE

Receive up to $300
 On Board Credit†  

per stateroom

For reservations, call your 
Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Cunard Virt Insights Ad 1011 Final 2   1 10/10/11   12:24 PM
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Bite into the BiG aPPle

exPlore
discover new York and Beyond 

Want to nosh your way through new York’s neighborhoods? Take a history mystery 

tour around Lower Manhattan? Wander through Battery Park’s beautiful gardens? 

Go on a row house hunt around Greenwich Village? The experts at Discover 

new York and Beyond have the connections and clout to help you get the best 

out of the Big Apple, and will work with your Virtuoso travel advisor to create 

the nYC stay of your dreams. Every package includes it all — from transfers and 

hotels to dinner reservations, theater tickets, and backstage experiences — and 

is completely personalized to meet your family’s desires and budget. Ask your 

Virtuoso travel advisor for all the details. 

StaY
the Benjamin hotel 
You’ll give the nod to this intimate, boutique hotel’s Winks’ Kidzzz Club, featuring 

the Benjamin’s owl mascot. Younger guests enjoy the use of kid-sized robes, an 

iPod pillow programmed with lullabies and bedroom stories, and more. You’ll relish 

the Wellness Spa along with fine bistro cuisine by Chef Geoffrey Zakarian at The 

national restaurant. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade on arrival, if available; 

full American breakfast daily for two; special amenity from the General Manager; 

20 percent off spa services; and early check-in and late checkout, if available.  

For up-to-the-minute pricing, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Gramercy Park hotel  
The legendary avant-garde hotel now attracts a new generation of artists and 

adventurers with an eclectic mix of furnishings and fantastical artworks. Little 

Bohemians find a great selection of children’s DVDs, and the concierge is always 

ready to help arrange family outings and 24/7 childcare. Virtuoso guests enjoy a 

room upgrade on arrival, if available; continental breakfast daily for two (value up 

to $60); and early check-in and late checkout, if available. For up-to-the-minute 

pricing, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

hôtel Plaza athénée, new York  
Located just a block from Central Park, this charming hotel coddles your family 

with personalized service and elegantly adorned guestrooms. Your kids will love 

their own pint-sized Afternoon Tea and menus — not to mention their age 

appropriate goodie bag on arrival. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade on 

arrival, if available; continental breakfast for two daily; early check-in and late 

checkout, if available; and choice of a $100 food and beverage credit, a 50 percent 

discount on one 50-minute signature massage treatment, or a personalized 

donation to the philanthropic Bodhi Tree Foundation. From $495 per room,  

per night. VI

How sweet: 
a miniature treat 

in Chinatown.

Magnificent history, breathtaking 
scenery and spectacular palaces. 
Copenhagen’s cobblestone streets and 
Hamlet’s Kronberg Castle await. The 
art and architecture of Imperial Russia 
are alive at St. Petersburg’s Hermitage 
Museum. Rich Viking history thrives in 
Stockholm and Helsinki. With extended 
calls in many ports, your options for 
adventure are endless. 

timeless history and culture surround you

15 Day Passage to Portugal & France
ms Rotterdam Interior from

4/17/12 $1,299*
Ft. Lauderdale to Rotterdam

10 Day Mediterranean Enchantment
ms Noordam Interior from

5/28, 6/17 & 9/5/12 $1,599*
Roundtrip Rome

10 Day Gems of the Baltic
ms Eurodam Interior from

6/24 & 7/14/12 $1,999*
Roundtrip Copenhagen

12 Day Mediterranean Romance
ms Nieuw Amsterdam Interior from

5/12 & 10/17/12 $1,999*
Venice to Barcelona

For reservations, please call your 
Virtuoso travel advisor

Spacious, Elegant Ships
Gracious, Award-Winning Service
Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs
Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

*Sample fares are per person, cruise and cruisetours only, based on double occupancy in the minimum categories. Airfare is additional. Fares are in US dollars. Taxes are 
additional and range from $68 to $177.  Holland America Line reserves the right to re-instate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per person per day should the 
price of light sweet crude oil according to the NYMEX increase to over $70 per barrel.  Fares based on Rotterdam 4/17/12, Noordam 5/28/12, Nieuw Amsterdam 10/17/12, 
Eurodam 6/24/12 sailings, Virtuoso group rates. Additional sailings and rates available. Amenities based on double occupancy and may vary per ship & sailing date. Offers 
are subject to availability and may be altered or withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

101011-Virtuoso-EU-Fullpg.indd   1 10/10/11   3:24 PM

SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY OF 
THE MOAI

With over 80 years of 
award-winning service and 
more than 60 destinations 
in the region, South America 
is closer than ever. 

LAN. Fly South America’s 
best network.

Earn Miles/Kilometers every 
time you fl y with us. LAN is 
a registered trademark. 

www.chile.travel

Easter Island 
CHILE
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*Sample fares are per person, cruise and cruisetours only, based on double occupancy in the minimum categories. Airfare is additional. Fares are in US dollars. Taxes are 
additional and range from $68 to $177.  Holland America Line reserves the right to re-instate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per person per day should the 
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Discover the allure of the Old World and splendor 
of the New. With more time in port, immerse 
yourself in the vibrant history, culture and cuisine 
of more than 300 global destinations. Your 
Oceania Cruises’ home away from home awaits 
you with a refined yet relaxed ambiance that 
ensures your absolute comfort. Our staff warmly 
welcomes you as you savor the culinary creations 
of Master Chef Jacques Pépin or simply relax with 
a massage in our Canyon Ranch SpaClub®.

*Pre-paid Gratuities offer and Virtuoso Voyager Club Host, Shore Event and Welcome Reception on select sailings offer do not expire, but all other offers expire December 31, 2011. 2012 Virtuoso Voyager Club departures are Marina May 2, Regatta August 30 and 
Riviera October 4. All fares and offers shown are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without 
prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related Government Fees and Taxes of up to $17 per guest per day are additional. 
For itineraries shown with multiple departures, sailings prices may vary and “Fares From” pricing is based on Category G unless otherwise indicated. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1, Early 
Booking Savings and Special Offer fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and 
Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies 
to economy, round-trip flights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD, DEN, DFW, EWR, IAH, LAX, MIA, IAD, JFK, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YYC, YYZ, YVR. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian 
gateways at an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special 
seating, may apply. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest 
Ticket Contract. Fares, schedules, Virtuoso exclusives, Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities and events are subject to change without notice. Virtuoso Voyager Club events require a minimum/maximum number of participants and may not be combinable with other 
offers. Space is limited, black-out dates and restrictions may apply. See your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Virtuoso is not responsible for any errors in pricing. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo, SPECIALISTS 
IN THE ART OF TRAVEL and VOYAGER CLUB are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. All rights reserved. Virtuoso CST #2069091-50 Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. DEC1103

Discover a world of Value without compromise.

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $8,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,049 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

MEDITERRANEAN TAPESTRY | ATHENS TO BARCELONA
MARINA - MAY 2 VC | NAUTICA - OCT 26 | 10-DAY VOYAGE

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $12,198 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$5,099 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

MAJESTIC MASTERPIECES | BARCELONA TO COPENHAGEN
NAUTICA - MAY 24 | 16-DAY VOYAGE

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $8,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,299 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

PEARLS OF THE AEGEAN | VENICE TO ATHENS
MARINA - APR 22 | RIVIERA - OCT 4 VC | 10-DAY VOYAGE

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $9,398 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,449 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

GREEK GLORY | ISTANBUL TO VENICE
RIVIERA - MAY 6 & AUG 3 | 10-DAY VOYAGE

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $9,998 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,999 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

MEDITERRANEAN SPLENDORS | ISTANBUL TO LISBON
REGATTA - AUG 30 VC | 12-DAY VOYAGE

n 2 FOR 1 CRUISE FARES*

n FREE AIRFARE*

n  UP TO $2,500 BONUS SAVINGS PER STATEROOM*

n VIRTUOSO BONUS FREE PRE-PAID GRATUITIES*

n VIRTUOSO VOYAGER CLUB HOST, 
 SHORE EVENT & WELCOME RECEPTION  
 ON SELECT SAILINGS*

2 0 1 2  E U R O P E A N  C O L L E C T I O N

Discovery
A N  A F F O R D A B L E  L U X U R Y

VC Includes Virtuoso Voyager Club Host,
   Shore Event and Welcome Reception

THE PREMIER CRUISE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

DEC1103 Virtuoso Insights.indd   1 10/7/11   12:06 PM



Discover the allure of the Old World and splendor 
of the New. With more time in port, immerse 
yourself in the vibrant history, culture and cuisine 
of more than 300 global destinations. Your 
Oceania Cruises’ home away from home awaits 
you with a refined yet relaxed ambiance that 
ensures your absolute comfort. Our staff warmly 
welcomes you as you savor the culinary creations 
of Master Chef Jacques Pépin or simply relax with 
a massage in our Canyon Ranch SpaClub®.

*Pre-paid Gratuities offer and Virtuoso Voyager Club Host, Shore Event and Welcome Reception on select sailings offer do not expire, but all other offers expire December 31, 2011. 2012 Virtuoso Voyager Club departures are Marina May 2, Regatta August 30 and 
Riviera October 4. All fares and offers shown are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without 
prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related Government Fees and Taxes of up to $17 per guest per day are additional. 
For itineraries shown with multiple departures, sailings prices may vary and “Fares From” pricing is based on Category G unless otherwise indicated. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1, Early 
Booking Savings and Special Offer fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and 
Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies 
to economy, round-trip flights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD, DEN, DFW, EWR, IAH, LAX, MIA, IAD, JFK, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YYC, YYZ, YVR. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian 
gateways at an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special 
seating, may apply. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest 
Ticket Contract. Fares, schedules, Virtuoso exclusives, Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities and events are subject to change without notice. Virtuoso Voyager Club events require a minimum/maximum number of participants and may not be combinable with other 
offers. Space is limited, black-out dates and restrictions may apply. See your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Virtuoso is not responsible for any errors in pricing. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo, SPECIALISTS 
IN THE ART OF TRAVEL and VOYAGER CLUB are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. All rights reserved. Virtuoso CST #2069091-50 Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. DEC1103
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tylish, spirited, and way-past-

your-bedtime-sexy, Argentina’s 

colorful capital is a city of 

superlatives. Located on the 

world’s widest river, Buenos 

Aires boasts everything from the planet’s 

broadest boulevard to its poshest 

cemetery. noticeably nostalgic (this is the 

city that gave birth to tango and still 

mourns Eva Perón six decades after 

her death), Buenos Aires is, at the 

same time, forward-thinking, having 

recently transformed its abandoned 

port district into some of the hottest 

real estate in town. As evidenced 

by its 48 barrios (neighborhoods),  

each with its own distinct vibe, this  

diverse city pulses with contrasts,  

offering an intoxicating mix of old  

and new, edgy and elegant, bohemian 

and cosmopolitan. 

Whether the starting point for your 

south American holiday or the extension 

of a cruise beginning or ending in 

Buenos Aires, allow yourself at least four 

days to stroll the city’s must-see barrios. 

Browse the weekend markets and street 

fairs, take in a tango show, sink your 

teeth into a steak or two, and join the 

world’s most passionate sports fans at 

a fútbol (soccer) match.

S
Buenos 
Aires

Barrio Hopping in 

Stepping out in 
South America’s 
sexiest city
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In step: Tango dancers share a soulful 
embrace in the barrio of La Boca. 
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Recoleta, Haute Couture and One Heavenly Cemetery 
Once known for its taverns and brothels, Recoleta is, today, one of the city’s most 
exclusive residential and shopping areas. Reminiscent of Paris with its tree-lined streets, 
lovely palaces, and stylish apartment buildings, it’s also home to the Biblioteca Nacional 
(National Library) and a number of galleries and art museums. A stroll down Avenida 
Alvear will take you to the famous Alvear Palace Hotel, scene of many a lavish party 
thrown by wealthy porteños (Buenos Aires residents). One of the neighborhood’s best-
known attractions is the Cementerio de la Recoleta, far and away the most opulent 
cemetery this side of heaven. Encompassing more than a dozen acres of ultra-valuable 
real estate, this elegantly-eerie city of vaulted tombs and mausoleums is the final resting 
place for Argentina’s most famous dearly departed; among them, Eva Perón.
 Speaking of famous, La Biela, the sidewalk café opposite the cemetery, is popular with 
politicians, writers, artists, and actors. Nab a table, order a cortado (an espresso with a 
splash of warm milk), and enjoy the people-watching.  
 With its designer boutiques and high-end jewelry stores, Avenida Alvear is a 
fashionista’s (and window-shopper’s) dream. Just as much fun: the Feria de Artesanos 
de Plaza Francia, an upscale open-air craft fair held on weekends and holidays. This is a 
great place to pick up artisan-made jewelry (especially pieces that incorporate Inca Rose, 
a popular Argentine gemstone) or authentic souvenirs such as the ubiquitous maté teacup 
with its metal bombilla (straw).
 Stylish Recoleta is also home to stellar hotels. Along with the venerable Alvear Palace, 
discriminating visitors opt for Four Seasons Hotel Buenos Aires where Madonna 
stayed while filming Evita; and Palacio Duhau – Park Hyatt Buenos Aires, known for 
its unique Cheese Room featuring the best artisanal cheeses from the region. 

San Telmo, Heart of Tangoland 
While Recoleta channels France, San Telmo will remind you of Italy. One of the oldest 
barrios in Buenos Aires, this is where the super-wealthy lived until a yellow fever outbreak 
in 1871 sent them scurrying to the city’s newer northern neighborhoods. Antique stores 
line the charming cobbled streets, and the barrio comes alive each Sunday when Feria 
de San Telmo, the weekly art and antiques market, takes over Plaza Dorrego, the city’s 
second-oldest square. (Even if you’re not in the mood to buy, you’ll enjoy strolling 
among the stalls, watching the spontaneous tango dancers, and immersing yourself in 
the vibrant scene.) 
 San Telmo is synonymous with tango. For the real deal, make reservations at Bar Sur, 
located on Avenida Estados Unidos. For more than four decades, porteños and visitors 
(from Liza Minnelli to Sean Connery) have crowded into this landmark café with its 
worn checkered floor for the traditional (and participatory!) shows that run well past 
the midnight hour. 

it’s hard to go anywhere in 

Buenos Aires without seeing 

the glamorous, chignon-coiffed 

image of Eva Perón, beloved 

former first lady of Argentina. 

Affectionately known as Evita, 

she was a champion for the 

working class (and, thus, not 

well-liked by the upper crust) 

and an instrumental figure in 

getting women the right to vote. 

When she died from cervical 

cancer in 1952 — at the young 

age of 33 — the country went 

into a mourning that has never 

entirely subsided. her tomb in 

the Cementerio de la recoleta 

still draws a big crowd, including 

weeping elderly women on 

the July 26 anniversary of her 

death. A pop-culture figure 

throughout the world, Eva Perón 

was immortalized in the Andrew 

Lloyd Webber–musical “Evita” 

and movie of the same name 

starring Madonna.

Don’t Cry for Me, 
Argentina

Clockwise from top left: Tango’d up in blue; a 
creamy cortado; the elegantly-eerie Cementerio de 
la Recoleta; maté tea; here lies Eva Perón; antique 
bottles for sale at the Sunday Feria de San Telmo. 
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La Boca, Little Italy 
Technicolorful La Boca — specifically its touristy pedestrian street El Caminito — is a popular 
guidebook and postcard image. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the barrio was the main 
port of entry for Italians who painted their conventillos (multi-family rooming houses) with leftover 
paint from the dockyard. The result: a happily haphazard streetscape in every hue in the crayon box. 
Aside from kitschy souvenirs, shoppers will find little of interest to buy here, but shutterbugs will 
want to snap their own “I was here” photo.  
 For serious local color, join exuberant sports fans at La Bombonera, home stadium for the Boca 
Juniors, Argentina’s world-famous fútbol team. If you can’t catch a game, a stadium tour and visit 
to the on-site Museo de la Pasión Boquense will give you a sense of the passion that Argentineans 
have for their national pastime.

from top: Local 
color in La Boca; 
goooooal! — the 

Boca Juniors 
celebrate at  

La Bombonera 
stadium. 

You can’t visit Buenos Aires 

without falling under the spell 

of the tango, a seductive and 

nostalgic dance that exudes 

sensuality and passion. Born 

in the brothels and cabarets 

of the city’s poor immigrant 

neighborhoods in the late 

1800s, tango was inspired 

by the Cuban habanera and 

the African and uruguayan 

candombe. While you’ll see 

impromptu performances on 

La Boca’s El Caminito and 

San Telmo’s Plaza Dorrego, 

make a point to visit one of 

the traditional tango venues, 

such as the intimate Bar Sur 

(see page 31) which holds 

only a dozen or so tables and 

offers guests a chance to 

dance, between shows, with 

the performers. have two 

left feet? There are plenty of 

English-speaking teachers in 

Buenos Aires who can offer 

private instruction.

It Takes Two to Tango



Enjoy Switzerland with hassle free travel on the train.  No airport security, ticket counters, or 

lines to slow you down. There’s even a service to transfer your luggage for you.  So you’re free 

to get lost in the view and enjoy the most quintessential Swiss experience of all; arriving on time. 

Enjoy the Swiss Travel System, exclusively from Rail Europe. The Swiss Travel System includes the 

Swiss Pass, Swiss Card and Swiss Transfer Ticket.

 For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Alpine peaks.
Charming Villages.
City Nightlife.
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Puerto Madero, Old is New Again
The city’s abandoned port district is, after a cutting-edge urban 
development project, the new “it” barrio in Buenos Aires. Puerto 
Madero offers upscale residential complexes, trendy restaurants and 
nightclubs, a just-opened arts center, and an area referred to as “Little 
Manhattan” with buildings designed by Argentina’s top architects, 
including César Pelli and Mario Roberto Álvarez.
 One of the first to see beyond the rubble and shuttered buildings of 
the former docklands was fashion impresario-turned-developer Alan 
Faena. Collaborating with French architect Philippe Starck, Faena 
transformed a century-old grain depository into the most talked-
about hotel in Buenos Aires: Faena Hotel + Universe, centerpiece 
of the Puerto Madero district. The Universe’s star attractions include 
El Mercado, a traditional-styled cantina offering melt-in-your-mouth 
steaks (try the super-tender seared flank steak or the renowned rib 
eye). On the outdoor terrace, enormous grills prepare the typical 
asado Argentino, a meat-lover’s feast featuring everything from 
chorizo sausages and sweetbreads to gigantic portions of grass-fed 
beef and thick-cut ribs. 
 Farther down the Cathedral — the long, oft-photographed corridor 
that bisects the hotel — El Cabaret presents its racy Rojo Tango show 
each evening. Considered one of the top tango shows in Buenos Aires, 
it is frequently sold out. Your Virtuoso travel advisor can secure tickets 
for you and also arrange private tango lessons at the hotel.

Palermo, The Neighborhood of Parks
The city’s largest barrio, Palermo offers an abundance of 
green space in which to catch a breath of fresh air after a 
late night of revelry. The “Central Park” of Buenos Aires, 
Los Bosques de Palermo (Palermo Woods) is a 200-
acre haven of tree-dotted green lawns, lakes, rose gardens, 
running paths, and an impressive botanical garden filled 
with more than 8,000 plant species from around the world. 
Just a block from the garden is one of Palermo’s other draws: 
Museo Evita, an early 20th-century mansion-turned-
museum celebrating the life of Eva Perón. Aside from her 
many achievements (some celebrated, some criticized), 
Perón was known for her elegant wardrobe; a number of her 
designer outfits are on display in the museum. 
 Porteños and visiting fashionistas can spend an entire 
day in Palermo, specifically Palermo Viejo (old Palermo), 
home to both small designer boutiques and local fashion 
chains. Need a break from slipping on shoes and ogling 
leather handbags? Sit yourself and those shopping bags 
down at Lelé de Troya, an inviting bar and restaurant 
housed in a converted manor, each room painted a different 
vivid color. If the weather’s nice, opt for a spot on the vine-
covered sidewalk patio, the perfect setting to sip a glass of 
Mendoza wine and dig into a salad of arugula, creamy brie, 
and fresh figs. 

from left: Botanical gardens (top) and vibrant public parks 
(bottom) breathe life into the barrio of Palermo; a posh 
Premium room at Faena Hotel + Universe provides a new 
perspective on the city’s renovated port district. 

†$75 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and is not redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted 
in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. Chocolate covered strawberries are subject to availability. *$3,640 fare is based on category BC on Pacific Princess® sailing 4/30/12, $3,740 fare is based on category BC on 
Pacific Princess® sailing 5/12/12, $3,740 fare is based on category BC on Pacific Princess® sailing 8/28/12, $3,690 fare is based on category BC on Pacific Princess® sailing 9/9/12 on a space-available basis at time of 
booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares apply to minimum lead-in categories on a space-available basis at time of booking.  Fares for other categories or sail dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, 
cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. Oceanview stateroom may have an obstructed view. 
Government fees and taxes of up to $130 per person are additional, are subject to change. Princess reserves the right to impose a Fuel Supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil 
price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard 
credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in 
U.S. dollars.  Please refer to the applicable Princess Cruises brochure or princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. ©2011 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan registry. 

Escape completely® 
with Princess Cruises.®

Exclusive offer: Receive up to $75 onboard credit and tray of chocolate covered strawberries†

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor  
to plan your vacation today!

12-Day Europe - Holy Land Cruise 
Pacific Princess® | Sailings from Rome to Athens | 04/30/ 12

Balcony fares from

$3,640*

12-Day Europe - Holy Land Cruise 
Pacific Princess® | Sailings from Venice to Athens | 05/12/12

Balcony fares from

$3,740*

12-Day Black Sea & Crimean Coast 
Pacific Princess® | Sailings from Athens to Venice | 08/28/12

Balcony fares from

$3,740*

12-Day Mediterranean Collection 
Pacific Princess® | Sailings from Venice to Rome | 09/09/12

Balcony fares from

$3,690*

EGYPT & ISRAEL

2-DAY 
EXPERIENCE

EGYPT & ISRAEL

2-DAY 
EXPERIENCE

ISTANBUL

2-DAY 
EXPERIENCE
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STEPPING OUT IN BUENOS AIRES
FLY
lAn Airlines offers daily nonstop flights to Buenos Aires from Miami. (it also offers 

code-share nonstop flights from new York with American Airlines.) For supreme 

comfort, opt for LAn’s Premium Business Class which offers 180-degree full flat 

beds, a menu designed by celebrity chefs featuring regional South American 

natural products, and wines selected by Latin America’s only Master Sommelier, 

héctor Vergara. For more information on LAN flights, classes, and pricing, contact 

your Virtuoso travel advisor.

EXPLORE
Delve into the city’s best barrios on enlightening, tailor-made tours with 

Abercrombie & Kent Argentina. A&K also offers tango instruction, asado cooking 

lessons, trips to the celebrated Mendoza wine region, and other rich experiences. 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to create a customized Buenos Aires tour 

centered on your unique interests and tastes.

STAY
Join the likes of Mick Jagger, Antonio Banderas, and Cold Play frontman Chris 

Martin at the über-hip faena Hotel + universe, located in the city’s revitalized 

Puerto Madero barrio. The universe offers two restaurants (including the elegant 

El Bistro), a lavish spa, a sexy nightly tango show, and a red-hot pool terrace 

frequented by gorgeous guests, some in skimpy, barely-there swimwear. Virtuoso 

guests receive a room upgrade on arrival, if available; breakfast daily in El Mercado; 

welcome drink upon check-in; bottle of Argentine wine and chocolates in room on 

arrival; and early check-in and late checkout, if available. From $320 per room,  

per night.

CRUISE
Go barrio hopping in Buenos Aires before your South American cruise. Consider 

princess Cruises’ ten-day Buenos Aires to Valparaiso voyage beginning January 25, 

2012 aboard Star Princess. Or opt for Silversea Cruises’ eight-day Buenos Aires to 

rio de Janeiro sailing, departing February 12, 2012 aboard Silver Spirit. For up-to-

the-minute pricing, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor. VI

The perfect path, squared: strolling 
through Los Bosques de Palermo, the 

“Central Park” of Buenos Aires. 
PA R I S

H O T E L E S P R I T S A I N T G E R M A I N
P A R I S , L E F T B A N K

F E E L A T H O M E O N P A R I S L E F T B A N K
F OR RESERVAT IONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR
V I R T U O S O T R A V E L A D V I S O R
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RELA iS  & ChâTEAuX SoJouRnS BY S iLvERSEA

For those who enjoy wining and dining as much as the adventure of small-ship travel, Silversea offers a

mouth-watering choice of ultra-luxury voyages featuring L’École des Chefs, the only Relais & Châteaux

cooking school at sea. These epicurean odysseys combine some of the world’s most flavourful destinations

with a hand’s-on curriculum created exclusively for Silversea by the Grands

Chefs Relais & Châteaux. Watch culinary demonstrations that reveal the

secrets of signature dishes. Join the chef on a provisioning trip to a local

market (itinerary permitting). Enjoy an escorted outing to a local restaurant or

even a Relais & Châteaux property where an eminent chef reveals his talents. 

These beautiful journeys are a feast for foodies, luxurious voyages aboard

intimate ships that meld fascinating destinations with an enriching array of

entertaining and enticing events. Choose your favourite course and enjoy!

CALL YouR v iRTuoSo TRAvEL AdviSoR 

FoR MoRE inFoRMAT ion on ThESE 

CuL inARY voYAGES .

• FREE Round-TRip AiRFARE

• FREE TRAnSFERS

• FREE pASSpoRT To LuXuRY — up To
$1,000 onBoARd SpEndinG CREdiT

• FREE BuTLER SERviCE FoR EvERY SuiTE

• FREE onBoARd GRATuiTiES

• FREE TRAnSpoRTATion inTo Town
(MoST poRTS)
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WhEThEr YOu DrEAM OF FinALLY ViSiTinG EurOPE Or rETurninG OnCE 

AGAin, nOW’S A GrEAT TiME TO PLAn A CruiSE ArOunD ThE COnTinEnT. 

You can visit its most exciting attractions and a number of countries — while only 

needing to pack and unpack once. The dollar is gaining against the Euro. And cruise 

lines are racing to create more innovative itineraries — which is fortunate for you, 

since most ships now feature an overnight (and often multiple nights) in some of 

Europe’s most phenomenal ports of call.  

 EuropE

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s38

Heeding the call: 
A private gondola  
ride provides picture-
perfect views of  
Venice’s San Giorgio 
Maggiore island. 



We’ve compiled some of next season’s most popular overnight calls, along with 

our favorite ways to explore them — whether on one of your ship’s exciting shore 

excursions, or on a private tour tailored to your particular interests and budget. 

Within you’ll find just a few ideas; your Virtuoso travel advisor, along with our 

Virtuoso On-Site in each city, can design the perfect European experience for you.
NOTE: Most cruise lines are still finalizing their shore excursion pricing and lineup for the 2012 European season; offerings may vary from 
those listed within. Check with your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details.

 EuropE
7 PERFECT Ports oF CALL

Ship & Shore 
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iMMortALizED BY YEAts AnD 

JoYCE, DuBLin FEELs LArgEr 

thAn LiFE — yet it’s really quite 

intimate, maintaining a convivial 

charm with its many pubs and 

walking parks. Cross the trinity 

College grounds where oscar 

Wilde and Jonathan swift once 

trod and view the magnificent 

Book of Kells. tour awe-inspiring 

st. Patrick’s Cathedral — where 

swift and other irish immortals 

are buried — before raising a 

pint at the guinness Brewery. 

Just outside the city lies lush 

countryside blanketed in bucolic 

estates, monastic ruins, and 

stone Age megaliths.

BuiLt uPon soME 100 isLAnDs 

ConnECtED BY CAnALs AnD MorE 

thAn 340 BriDgEs, Peter the great’s 

“Window to the West” stands as his 

vision of a new russian empire. gain a 

glimpse into this czarian grandeur at 

the humongous hermitage Museum, 

which houses the three million-piece 

royal art collection. imagine the imperial 

lifestyle while wandering Catherine 

Palace and Peterhof, dubbed the 

“russian Versailles.” You’ll find today’s 

nobles and wannabes sipping cocktails 

at chic clubs like Da Vinci and Metro.

ruSSiA

irElAnd

St. Petersburg

Dublin

from left: Marina by Oceania Cruises; on tap at 
the Guinness Storehouse.

from left: The Cathedral of the 
Resurrection of Christ rises from Nevsky 
Prospekt; face to face at the Hermitage 
Museum; an overview of Leningrad Oblast. 



SAil witH  next summer 
Marina, oceania Cruises’ 
spectacular flagship, 
spends two full days in 
Dublin during a 14-day 
London-to-Copenhagen 
voyage. Visit oft-overlooked 
gems such as Cornwall, 
gaelic-speaking hebrides, 
and surprisingly urbane 
isafjordur along with 
delightful cities such as 
Belfast, reykjavik, and oslo. 
Learn to cook regional 
dishes on board at the Bon 
Apétit Culinary Center. 
Departs June 18, 2012. 
Ocean-view (Deluxe) fares 
from $5,949 (note: this 
promotional fare expires 
Dec. 31, 2011).

SAil witH  Explore 
scandinavia and russia 
with Celebrity Cruises and 
have two full days in st. 
Petersburg — as well as a 
chance to learn basic russian 
phrases with rosetta stone 
lessons, part of the Celebrity 
Life enrichment program. 
sail 12 nights round-
trip Amsterdam aboard 
Celebrity Constellation. 
other calls include Berlin 
(Warnemünde), stockholm, 
helsinki, tallinn, and 
Copenhagen. Departs 
May 20 and August 12, 
2012. Ocean-view fares 
from $2,299.

on ExCurSion  Dublin’s 
cobblestone streets are filled 
with ghosts and ghastly 
figures — at least, they are 
on this colorful walking tour 
led by zozimus, a sightless, 
19th-century storyteller 
known as the “Blind Bard” 
for his poems and legendary 
tales. he’ll guide you to the 
scenes of murders and other 
infamous events in the city’s 
history; there, his rhymes 
“wake” such characters as 
Dublin Castle’s cruel Major 
sirr, the rebellious red 
hugh o’Donnell, and Bram 
stoker’s Dracula. A visit to 
the vaults of st. Michan’s 
Church reveal a number of 
mummified remains.

on ExCurSion  spend a 
day discovering two of st. 
Petersburg’s most opulent 
treasures. Begin with a drive to 
Peterhof, the “town of palaces,” 
built to rival Versailles. View 
its opulent staterooms and 
witness the grand Cascade, 
a series of 64 fountains, 37 
gilded statues, and three 
waterfalls. revitalize with a 
typical russian lunch — you’ll 
need it for the hermitage, 
one of the largest museums 
in the world. Wander some 
of its 1,050 rooms spanning 
four buildings — including the 
Winter Palace — all filled with 
priceless artworks. 

on your own  travel back 
to prehistoric ireland with 
moloney & Kelly travel 
on a private tour to Brú 
na Bóinne Visitor Center, 
located in County Meath. 
there you’ll find newgrange 
and Knowth, mysterious 
burial monuments that 
predate the pyramids of 
Egypt; climb through one 
of the underground tunnels 
(not for the claustrophobe). 
or, you might visit Powers-
court gardens, one of 
ireland’s finest estates, and 
the sixth-century monastic 
ruins at glendalough. then 
head on to Waterford to 
explore its castle and famous 
Waterford Crystal Factory.  

on your own  get your 
own personal escort through 
st. Petersburg’s thriving 
club culture, or perhaps a 
private lesson at the imperial 
Porcelain Factory, created 
by Empress Elizabeth to 
produce fine ware for the 
royal romanov family. 
Abercrombie & Kent russia 
can tailor a private itinerary 
toward your particular 
interests. Consider delving 
into World War ii history and 
the siege of then-Leningrad, 
or following Dostoevsky to 
hay square and other sites 
that played a role in his epic, 
Crime and Punishment.  

For one of the most unique venues in Dublin — and i would dare 
say all of Europe — don’t miss John M. Keating. Known simply as 
“the Church,” the restaurant/bar/club is located in the old st. Mary’s 
Church, vestiges of which are still found throughout. — vita vega

AdviSor tip

it may be touristy, but the market next to the Cathedral of the 
resurrection of Christ is a lot of fun. nevsky Prospekt is truly 
wonderful for a stroll; dropping by the grand hotel Europe for a 
drink in the Lobby Bar is always de rigueur. — roger Kershaw

AdviSor tip

Virtuoso ExclusiVE 
ExpEriEncE includEs:

• Six nights’ accommodation, 
 double occupancy

• Self-drive transportation for
 trip duration with airport
 meet and greet

packages available until
december 31, 2012

Virtuoso exclusive rates from
$2,900 per golfer, based on four golfers

contact your Virtuoso travel advisor 
for reservations.

Castle Stuart
2011 Scottish Open

Royal Dornoch
World Ranked

Nairn
Walker Cup Venue

Cruden Bay
World Ranked

Fraserburgh & Royal Aberdeen 
2011 Walker Cup

Play around
   Scotland —

 the home of golf.
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it is thE onLY CitY in thE WorLD to strADDLE tWo ContinEnts — a symbol, 

perhaps, for istanbul’s bridging of both ancient and modern worlds. the former capital of 

the roman Empire fascinates with its minaret-dotted Blue 

Mosque, massive hagia sophia (once the largest church in 

Christendom), and monstrous grand Bazaar with more than 

4,000 vendors stretched across 50 acres. Descend into the 

Byzantine underground Cisterns, or step inside the exotic 

Cagaloglu turkish Bath for the ultimate pampering.

turKEyIstanbul

SAil witH  spend 
twelve days exploring the 
Black sea with Crystal 
Cruises, beginning with 
an overnight in Venice 
and culminating with 
another in istanbul. the 
Crystal Visions enrichment 
program brings fascinating 
lecturers and experts 
aboard Crystal Serenity, 
including bestselling 
author Lord Jeffrey 
Archer. includes Katakolon, 
Mykonos, Yalta, sevastopol, 
and odessa (overnight). 
Departs June 19, 2012. 
Ocean-view (Deluxe 
Stateroom with Verandah) 
fares from $7,135.

on ExCurSion  get a 
complete overview of 
istanbul’s 7,000-year history 
with a daylong excursion 
through the old town of 
Constantinople. View the 
remains of the Byzantine 
hippodrome and the Egyptian 
obelisk of theodosius before 
entering the impressive Blue 
Mosque. opposite sits the 
sixth-century Basilica of 
st. sophia, now a museum. 
tour the ottoman sultan’s 
lavish topkapi Palace, 
go underground into the 
Byzantine Cisterns, and 
meander the maze of lanes 
and alleys that make up the 
curio-filled grand Bazaar. 

on your own  head off 
istanbul’s beaten track with 
nurdan’s united travel 
Services. take a private 
tour of the impressive yet 
oft-missed Archaeology 
Museum, noted for its series 
of sarcophagi and ceramics 
collection. stroll along la 
rue Français, the city’s 
restored French district, 
with its charming shops and 
patisseries. smoke a hookah 
over a cup of turkish coffee 
(and have a fortune teller 
read the grounds). or hop  
a private boat and head 
across the Bosphorus to  
dine at one of the city’s  
best restaurants.  

Dine on some of istanbul’s best food at hamdi 
restaurant. it overlooks the water and sits just outside 
the spice Market, which is not to be missed. Be sure 
to take home some of the many different curries and 
other unique spices sold there. — nancy yale     

AdviSor tip

from top: Istanbul’s iconic Blue Mosque; 
Turkish mint tea; Crystal Serenity at sea.
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WAnt to KnoW WhAt 

MAKEs BArCELonA rEALLY 

CLiCK? Catch the rhythm of 

Catalonia’s capital and spain’s 

most cosmopolitan city along 

tree-lined La rambla while you 

tour Barri gòtic (the gothic 

Quarter). Drift past the “Block 

of Discord” — so named for 

its collection of renowned 

Modernisme buildings, including 

Antoni gaudi’s La Pedrera. 

nearby lies the architect’s 

unfinished masterpiece, La 

sagrada Familia (holy Family 

Church). And dine at Michelin-

starred La Dama, where the 

cuisine is as creative as its 

elegant Art nouveau building.

SpAinBarcelona

7-NIGHT BEST OF ITALY VOYAGE

OVERNIGHT AT
VENICE,  ITALY   longer STAYS.    more OVERNIGHTS.     nightTOURING.

On Azamara Club Cruises®, we know it takes time to fall in love with a destination. So we offer longer stays, 

more overnights and night touring at destinations around the world to let you tap our vast knowledge of 

every port and truly experience the culture. We call it Destination ImmersionSM, and it allows our guests 

to not only visit a port, but also authentically experience a destination. Discover the value of an Azamara 

voyage and fi nd out just how much you’ll love Venice and everywhere else we take you.

Azamara Club Cruises is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines. 
Activities shown are conceptual, and will change depending on itinerary. ©2011 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 

TO    loveW H E R E  W E  TA K E  YO U
A Z A M A R A  G I VE S  Y O U  MORE  T I ME 

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Friday 9:00am Venice 
Admire the dome of Santa Maria 
as you sail in to Venice 

Friday 7:00pm Venice 
Enjoy a romantic gondola ride 
through the quiet canals

Saturday 2:00pm Venice    
Fall in love with Venice, Italy
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SAil witH  An overnight in 
Barcelona is just one highlight 
on your 20-day Mediterranean 
adventure with Holland America 
line. Cruising round-trip from 
rome (Civitavecchia) aboard 
ms Noordam, you’ll visit some 
of the region’s most cherished 
ports — Dubrovnik, Athens 
(Piraeus), Florence (Livorno), 
and naples, just to name a few — 
and still have time to indulge 
at the greenhouse spa. Various 
departures from May 18 to 
September 25, 2012. Ocean- 
view fares from $2,699.

on ExCurSion  see Barcelona 
through the eyes of its most 
important and influential 
architect, Antoni gaudi. Begin at 
his most famous structure, the 
unfinished sagrada Familia, where 
your guide points out its most 
fascinating features both outside 
and in. Continue to Park güell, a 
fantastical garden and architectural 
complex straight out of gaudi’s 
imagination. Along Passeig de 
gracia and its “Block of Discord” 
you’ll find a number of gaudi’s 
Modernist buildings, including the 
surreal La Pedrera.

on your own  get a peek inside 
the upscale Pedralbes Quarter 
where royal Princess Cristina just 
moved, or have a personal shopper 
lead you through the modernist 
Vinçon shop. Maybe you’d like 
to bike along the city’s popular 
beaches, or view the world’s most 
important Picasso collection at his 
namesake museum. the experts at 
made for Spain can open doors in 
Barcelona normally closed to the 
general public. outside the city, you 
can sample Cava in the Penedès 
Wine region or make a pilgrimage 
to the Montserrat monastery.  

of course, you have to try the tapas — but 
don’t let littered floors in those restaurants 
scare you. they’re often the sign of the 
best tapas bars! it’s customary to throw 
napkins on the floor when you are finished 
using them. — Sally goldwasser          

AdviSor tip

from left: Park Güell by Antoni Gaudi; bustling La Rambla (top); 
Gaudi’s La Sagrada Familia (bottom); tasty tapas.

With more than 100 award-winning land journeys, family travel adventures, small ship and riverboat cruises on all seven 
continents, Tauck not only introduces travelers to the world’s most wondrous places, we include all the best ways to experience 
them. When you travel with Tauck, you can count on exclusive advantages that make all the difference in an enriching travel 
experience, like the qualities featured below that earned us accolades as the 2011 “World’s Best River Cruise Line” by the 
readers of Travel + Leisure magazine. 

•  Uncommon access.  We leverage our 86+ years of expertise to provide guests with uncommon access to unique, 
authentic experiences. Exclusive cultural experiences are an important part of every cruise.

•  Inclusive pricing.  One easy, upfront price covers everything from airport transfers, shore excursions and gratuities 
to port charges, luggage handling and wine with onboard dinners – no options sold!

•  Most service staff.  Each riverboat is staffed with a dedicated Tauck Cruise Director and three Tauck Directors (vs. 
a single cruise director alone on many other lines).

•  Intimate, club-like atmosphere.  With no more than 118 passengers aboard each Tauck riverboat, our guests enjoy 
a relaxing onboard ambiance – 14 (300 sq.ft.) suites and 7 junior suites on every ship.

Call your Virtuoso travel specialist for reservations.

7-NIGHT BEST OF ITALY VOYAGE

OVERNIGHT AT
VENICE,  ITALY   longer STAYS.    more OVERNIGHTS.     nightTOURING.

On Azamara Club Cruises®, we know it takes time to fall in love with a destination. So we offer longer stays, 

more overnights and night touring at destinations around the world to let you tap our vast knowledge of 

every port and truly experience the culture. We call it Destination ImmersionSM, and it allows our guests 

to not only visit a port, but also authentically experience a destination. Discover the value of an Azamara 

voyage and fi nd out just how much you’ll love Venice and everywhere else we take you.

Azamara Club Cruises is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines. 
Activities shown are conceptual, and will change depending on itinerary. ©2011 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 

TO    loveW H E R E  W E  TA K E  YO U
A Z A M A R A  G I VE S  YO U  MORE  T I ME 

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Friday 9:00am Venice 
Admire the dome of Santa Maria 
as you sail in to Venice 
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through the quiet canals

Saturday 2:00pm Venice    
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iF You hAD to ChoosE A song 

thAt DEFinED VEniCE, “isn’t it 

roMAntiC?” suMs it uP niCELY. 

(seriously, does anything inspire 

romance more than a serenading 

gondolier?) or perhaps “Let’s 

get Lost” — wandering its maze 

of narrow passageways is the 

best way to get a feel for this 

fantasy place. Don’t worry: All 

roads eventually lead to Piazza 

san Marco, and Venice is one of 

Europe’s safest cities. You might 

head to one of the outlying islands 

such as Murano, famed for its 

glassworks, or lace-making Burano.

itAlyVenice

Open the door to 
an insider’s Europe
Come inside, go past the crowds and 
beyond the expected. Discover the 
unique perspective and exclusive 
European experiences that you won’t 
find anywhere else but on a Trafalgar 
guided vacation. 

Trafalgar invites you on a journey to see 
Europe from the inside. 

Call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist  
for special limited time offers.

CST#2077132-20
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on ExCurSion  go behind the 
façade to find the secret Venice 
that lies within its labyrinth 
of hidden passageways. Just 
beyond Piazza san Marco you’ll 
find a number of splendid 
campos (squares), such as 
Campo san rocco with its 
14th-century, gothic-style 
Franciscan Friars church. one 
of Venice’s oldest and largest 
squares, Campo san Polo was 
once used for bull runs; it leads 
you to the iconic rialto Bridge. 
Also visit Campo san Bartolomeo 
and Corte del Milion, where 
Marco Polo’s family once lived.

SAil witH  sail into Venice’s 
harbor while scaling Serenade of 
the Seas’ rock-climbing wall — just 
one of many innovative activities 
you’ll find when your family 
cruises with royal Caribbean 
international. Besides an 
overnight in Venice, this 12-night, 
round-trip Barcelona voyage 
includes perennial favorites 
Cannes (Monte Carlo), Florence 
(Livorno), rome (Civitavecchia), 
and naples (salerno), as well as 
mosaic-covered ravenna and 
sun-soaked split. Departs June 10, 
2012. Ocean-view (Outside) fares 
from $2,399.

on your own  Venice’s oldest 
families open the doors to 
their palazzi for italian dream 
inc. step inside three of the 
most important palaces along 
the grand Canal and view the 
stunning stucco works, frescoed 
ceilings, silk tapestries, and 
Murano chandeliers. or see how 
such stunning glassworks are 
made on a behind-the-scenes 
tour to the island and its masters’ 
private studios. then again, you 
may want to explore “shylock’s 
Venice,” learning about the city’s 
still thriving Jewish culture and 
visiting the world’s first ghetto.  

i recommend avoiding the overpriced 
food and drink in Piazza san Marco. 
Enjoy the view, then head down one 
of the back alleys for a cappuccino 
at a reasonable price. And there’s 
nothing like a private gondola tour of 
Venice; the guide can focus on history, 
art, or culture. — Barbara King

AdviSor tip

from left: Murano glass lamps (top and bottom); 
Venetian canals; RCI’s Serenade of the Seas. 

Open the door to 
an insider’s Europe
Come inside, go past the crowds and 
beyond the expected. Discover the 
unique perspective and exclusive 
European experiences that you won’t 
find anywhere else but on a Trafalgar 
guided vacation. 

Trafalgar invites you on a journey to see 
Europe from the inside. 

Call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist  
for special limited time offers.

CST#2077132-20
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*All prices in U.S. dollars and are based upon double  
occupancy, in a Cat. E for cruise only and reflects $500 per 
person savings. $100 Shipboard credit is per stateroom.  
Offers are valid on new bookings only made by January 
14, 2012 and are not combinable with any other offers. 
CST#2065452-40

THE ROMANTIC DANUBE 
7-night Vilshofen–Budapest cruise or reverse 
From $1999* per person, cruise only 
Add 3 nights in Prague for $690 per person
U.S. Departures: April 10 & 14, 2012

BLUE DANUBE DISCOVERY 
7-night Budapest–Nuremberg cruise
From $2399* per person, cruise only
Add 2 nights in Budapest & 
3 nights in Prague for $1150 per person 
U.S. Departure: May 10, 2012 

VINEYARDS OF THE RHINE & MOSEL
7-night Amsterdam- Luxenbourg cruise
From $1799* per person, cruise only
Add 3 nights in Paris for $780 per person
U.S. Departure: March 31, 2012

THE ENCHANTING RHINE
7-night Amsterdam-Basel cruise
From $2299* per person, cruise only
Add 2 nights in Lucerne &  
2 nights in Zurich for $1040 per person
U.S. Departure: April 25, 2012

All-inclUSive 
Premium exPerience 

State-of-the-Art Ships
luxurious Staterooms 
Gourmet Dining
enriching Shore excursions 
nightly Onboard entertainment 
complimentary internet & Movies

cAll YOUr Virtuoso 
TrAvel SpeciAliST fOr reServATiOnS

BOOK NOW & RECEIVE DOUBLE SAVINGS! 
Up to $1000 SavingS & $100 Shipboard Credit
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WhAt is it ABout CoPEnhAgEn thAt insPirED thE FAirYtALEs oF hAns ChristiAn AnDErsEn? You’ll 

be charmed by the copper-green roofs gracing the city’s skyline, and the gaiety of tivoli gardens. Watch the 

changing of the guard at Amalienborg Palace, an excellent example of rococo architecture. Copenhagen boasts 

a number of Michelin-rated restaurants including two-starred noma, voted best in the world in both 2010 and 

2011 by Restaurant magazine. outside the city lies Elsinore, home of hamlet’s castle.

dEnmArKCopenhagen

SAil witH  next summer, 
Azamara Club Cruises 
offers an innovative nine-
night voyage that features 
longer stays and more 
overnights — including 
three days in Copenhagen, 
so you can sample local 
fare and witness the 
magic of tivoli gardens 
at night. Embark Azamara 
Journey in stockholm — 
another overnight, as is 
st. Petersburg. other calls 
include helsinki, tallinn, 
and Visby. Departs June 
27, 2012. Ocean-view fares 
from $3,099.

on ExCurSion  Copenhagen’s 
charms are best experienced on 
foot and along her picturesque 
canals, and Azamara combines 
them both on a half-day city 
tour. stroll along the harbor 
past the iconic Little Mermaid 
and Amalie garden, which 
fronts Amalienborg Palace. 
Wander the fashionable 
nyhavn promenade on your 
way to medieval Copenhagen 
with its cobbled streets and 
half-timbered houses. At 
gammel strand, board a canal 
boat for a cruise through the 
Christianshavn canals, passing 
numerous landmarks.
 

on your own  Just north 
of Copenhagen lies Elsinore 
and the formidable Kronborg 
Castle, setting for shakespeare’s 
“hamlet.” Join delta of 
Scandinavia for a private 
experience to this storied 
fortress, built in the late 1500s 
to protect Danish interests and 
levy tolls on ships that passed 
through the narrow straits. Your 
knowledgeable guide will share 
fascinating tidbits as you pass 
through beautiful protected 
forestland. Also visit the 
renaissance-style Frederiksborg 
Palace in hillerød, which houses 
the Museum of national history.

Be sure to have your Virtuoso travel advisor 
reserve your table at noma; there's always a 
three-month booking window. After your meal 
of innovative nordic cuisine, stroll down the 
pedestrian-only strøget for the quintessential 
Copenhagen experience. — mary Ann ramsey      

AdviSor tip

from top: Afloat in Nyhavn Port; the 
city’s pedestrian-only Strøget zone; 
Azamara Journey on the open seas.

A “Suite” Stay in Mexico
A trip to any of Mexico’s tourist destinations will be an experience you’ll never forget. Recently many world 

renowned luxury hotels have created incredible resorts in Mexico with exceptional standards of service. 
Offering personalized services, all for a great value, Mexico is more affordable than ever.

Offers are valid on new bookings only and are not combinable with other offers. Sample prices are land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual prices may vary based on travel dates and 
availability. Book by 11/30/12 for travel through 12/21/12. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, 
seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees and other restrictions may apply. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on free night offers. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.                                                                             618-0911

LOS CABOS
Capella pedregal
•	 One-Bedroom Estrella Suite
•	 4th night free
•	 Complimentary roundtrip airport transfer, maximum of five 

people
•	 Daily full breakfast for two at Don Manuel’s restaurant

4 nights from $2669 per person

RIVIERA MAYA
rosewood Mayakoba
•	 Deluxe Lagoon Suite
•	 Every 4th night free
•	 Butler service
•	 Welcome custom bottle of tequila
•	 Complimentary fruit basket and bottle of water replenished 

daily
•	 Complimentary wireless internet service
•	 Twice daily maid service

4 nights from $2389 per person

Many more “Suite” offers are available.
Call Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Reservations

THE PLACE YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW

618-0911 Mexico Suites Virtuoso Insights 1 Page Ad.indd   1 10/6/11   2:15 PM
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it’s thE PLACE oF FAirYtALE WEDDings AnD ForMuLA onE rACECArs, thE PLAYgrounD For 

thE WorLD’s riCh, FAMous, AnD ABsoLutELY FABuLous. the French principality of Monaco and 

its flashiest district, Monte Carlo, beckons with dazzling beaches and 

diamond-clad high rollers at its famous grand Casino. Beyond the 

glamor, you’ll find the renowned oceanographic Museum and pleasant 

st. Martin gardens; it sits next to the Cathedral where Princess grace 

lies in eternal rest. or venture to picturesque French villages such as 

Marc Chagall’s beloved st. Paul-de-Vence.

monACoMonte Carlo

SAil witH  What better way 
to end your elegant, ten-
night Mediterranean voyage 
with regent Seven Seas 
Cruises than an overnight 
in Monte Carlo? sail from 
Venice aboard the all-suite, 
all balcony ship, Seven 
Seas Mariner. Each day, 
you’ll call in alluring ports 
such as Corfu, taormina 
(sicily), sorrento, and rome 
(Civitavecchia), while each 
evening brings authentic 
French cuisine inspired by 
Le Cordon Bleu. Departs 
September 6, 2012. Ocean-
view (Deluxe Suite) fares 
from $7,749.

on ExCurSion  For all 
of Monte Carlo’s glitz and 
glamor during the day, 
nothing quite compares to it 
at night. Join your guide for 
a walking tour beginning at 
the rock, site of Monaco’s 
old fortified city. Amble 
along its narrow streets past 
the oceanographic Museum, 
the royal Palace, and the 
Cathedral where Prince 
rainier iii and Princess 
grace were married. see 
part of the grand Prix Motor 
raceway before tempting 
Lady Luck at the grand 
Casino or equally flashy Café 
de Paris across the way.

on your own  Join the 
jetsetters in Monaco’s yacht-
filled harbor on your own 
80-foot, fully manned Wally 
Boat — just one of the many 
unique experiences available 
from decouvertes. head to 
medieval Eze and its most 
exquisite beachfront restaurant, 
Anjuna Plage; visit aromatic 
grasse, the world’s perfume 
capital; or go inside the ancient 
walls of st. Paul-de-Vence with 
an art expert. Discover why 
Marc Chagall and countless 
other artists were captivated 
by its light and colors, then see 
their works at the exceptional 
Maeght Foundation. VI

from top: Monte Carlo’s Grand Casino; 
lucky number seven; high roller: 

 a Ferrari fronts the Casino’s facade.  

take one of the frequent trains to small 
villages like Villefranche-sur-Mer. Dining at 
one of its fine, seaside restaurants such as 
L’oursin Bleu and La Mère germaine will 
provide an up-close and personal view of 
the French riviera! — ruth turpin               

AdviSor tip

Romancing the RivieRa

Indulge your wanderlust and appetite for the better things in life on Crystal Cruises’ 12-night 
sailing to the Mediterranean’s most romantic destinations. Following an overnight in Lisbon 
aboard the 1,080-guest Crystal Serenity, glide to Barcelona, home of Gaudí’s fanciful archi-
tecture, followed by Palamós, one of Spain’s most beautiful coastal towns. Soak up the Côte 
d’Azur sunshine and glamor in Cannes before an overnight call in Monte Carlo invites you to rub  
suntanned elbows with the glitterati at the famous Casino. Livorno is the gateway to Tuscany and 
Florence, cradle of the Italian Renaissance; a 13-hour call allows ample time to explore. With its 
two ancient churches and a 16th-century fortified castle, Porto Venere exudes all the charm of an 
idyllic medieval town; enjoy a full day here before your final destination: Rome. Your all inclusive 
Book Now Fare includes $700 per person savings; free Economy or Business Class airfare; prepaid  
gratuities; fine wines and premium spirits; and specialty dining from celebrity chef Nobu  
Matsuhisa. You’ll also enjoy Virtuoso Voyager Club benefits, which include the services of a  
designated host, complimentary shore event, welcome cocktail party, and shipboard credit in  
select categories. Departs Lisbon July 25, 2012. Ocean View fares FROM $6,810 per person, 
double occupancy. Book by December 31 for the best available Book Now Fares.

Family Fun in the DeseRt

Kids and their parents love The Phoenician, the luxe family-friendly resort at the base of  
Scottsdale Arizona’s Camelback Mountain. Challenge your young explorers to a hike, or tour 
the private two-acre botanical cactus garden complete with native wildlife and unique desert  
plants. Hit the links on the championship golf course, improve your backhand at the highly  
acclaimed Tennis Garden, then cool off in one of the nine inviting pools. Valid through  
March 18, 2012. FROM $309 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive room upgrade on  
arrival, if available; daily breakfast for up to two people; a $100 food and beverage credit; 
and late checkout, if available.

PaRis to noRmandy’s LanDing Beaches

River cruising is an excellent way to discover the nuances and off-the-beaten-path treasures of 
Europe’s great cities and towns. Avalon Waterways introduces you to France’s storied capital, 
plus quaint villages along the Seine and in picturesque Normandy, on a seven-night round-trip 
cruise from the City of Light. (Visit the Arc de Triomphe and Eiffel Tower and enjoy an optional 
excursion to the Louvre with a local expert.) Sailing aboard the 140-guest Avalon Creativity,  
explore Conflans with guided excursions to Vincent van Gogh’s Auvers-sur-Oise or Napoleon 
and Josephine’s Château de Malmaison. Discover Vernon where you can venture to Monet’s  
gardens at Giverny or Bizy Castle. In Joan of Arc’s historic Rouen, choose between an included 
excursion to Normandy’s poignant landing beaches or an enlightening “Taste of Normandy” 
tour. Before returning to Paris, visit Les Andelys and its Château Gaillard, built by England’s 
King Richard the Lionheart in 1196. Book and deposit between December 1, 2011 and January 
31, 2012 and save $600 per person off the cruise-only price (Avalon and Royal Suites excluded).  
Departs Paris March 27, 2012. FROM $2,049 per person, based on double occupancy.

ViRtUoso insights   eXClusive oFFeRs

There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service. As Virtuoso affiliated travel advisors, we are members  
of the most prestigious and established travel network in the world. We are proud to offer insider connections, industry expertise,  
and added value that you can’t find anywhere else. With Virtuoso, your holidays are transformed from do-it-yourself trips to  
customized travel experiences. Rely on us for everything from a quick weekend getaway to the trip of a lifetime.
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PErFEct ending

The life aquatic: a bird’s eye view of 
Grand-Hotel du Cap-Ferrat’s Club Dauphin 
backed by the French Riviera and (below) 

the hotel’s legendary swim instructor, 
Pierre Gruneberg, then and now.

Most of us have dreamed of a life spent by a sparkling pool overlooking France’s Côte d’Azur. 
For the past 60 years, Pierre Gruneberg has had the pleasure to do just that.
 Gruneberg, swimming instructor at the legendary Grand-Hotel du Cap-Ferrat, first laid 
eyes on what he calls “the most beautiful pool in the world” in 1951. A 19-year-old hitchhiking 
his way from Paris to the French Riviera, Gruneberg never imagined that he would spend every 
summer since then teaching countless guests to swim — from the children of Charlie Chaplin 
and Gerard Depardieu to the Kennedys and Paul McCartney. Now, after six decades, he’s 
instructing the grandchildren of the children he first taught, using his pioneering “ABC” 
(Aquatic Breathing Control) method.
 Within Gruneberg’s “Golden Book” of memories, one finds photographs and mementos 
from the likes of Elie Wiesel, Robin Williams, Tina Turner, and Brigitte Bardot. He proudly 
displays original artworks by Club Dauphin regulars Picasso and Jean Cocteau. 
 Gruneberg and Grand-Hotel guests reach the heated, Olympic-sized seawater pool via a glass 
funicular, which dramatically descends the rocky slopes to Club Dauphin. There, they discover 
a relaxing ambiance with private cabanas, ample lounge chairs, and attentive service. Access to 
Club Dauphin is complimentary for hotel guests. Those who book through Virtuoso also 
receive a room upgrade on arrival, if available; daily continental breakfast for two; special 
welcome gift; entrance for two to the Ephrussi de Rothschild Villa & Gardens; and early check-
in and late checkout, if available. From EUR335 (approx. US$452) per room, per night.

Life by the Pool



Have you ever awakened  
 to a new world every  

  morning of your  
  vacation?

Have you ever taken a cruise that brought you sweeping views every moment of every day? Or delivered you right to 

the heart of the cities, towns and small quiet villages to experience the sights and sounds, the people and the cultures 

there? Have you ever taken a cruise where on shore excursions, and on-board amenities are all included? Have you ever 

had a vacation that satisfied your mind, body and soul? Here in the sanctuary of our 

world-class ships, we gracefully deliver the world to you, and you to it. Sit back.  

Relax. Enjoy. And be spoiled with a cruise unlike any other, upon the ships of Avalon.

to  ta k e  a  c r u i s e  vac at i o n  l i k e  n o  ot h e r ,  c o n tac t  yo u r  v i r t u o s o  t r av e l  a dv i s o r .

Scan the code to experience Avalon

L e g e n d a r y  r i v e r  c r u i s e s .  i n s p i r e d  d e s i g n .



What’s your  
RETURN on LIFETM?

Virtuoso CST: 2069091-50 

Ask the advisors at any Virtuoso® affiliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even yourself is your most valuable investment.  

To ensure you’re spending it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge, expertise, and connections around 
the globe to design your custom travel experiences. There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor, contact  
us at (800) 953-4274 or travel@virtuoso.com, and we’ll introduce you to one.  

Ask about all the advantages of being a Virtuoso Traveler. 

www.virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.


