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EDITOR’S NOTE

AUSTRALIA | NEW ZEALAND EDITION
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ON’T YOU LOVE
A good hotel? The

MARKETING/ADVERTISING
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER SHARON WYDUR McGRATH

warm welcome
from the doormen, the floral bouquets in
the lobby, the anticipa-tion of
stepping into your room for
the first time, the indulgence
of room service.
This year marks the 20th
anniversary of Virtuoso’s
preferred hotels and resorts
program, a collection of
the best properties around
the world. Virtuoso travel
specialists vet them all, so
you can be confident they
won’t disappoint. Whether
your taste runs to intimate
boutique hotels or sprawling resorts, modern design
or classic, the portfolio of
900-plus five-star hotels
offers something for every
style. The best part: Virtuoso specialists can secure
you valuable – and fun – VIP
perks, such as complimentary breakfasts, spa treatments, and more.
I’ve visited several of our
North American hotels recently; here
are a few highlights:

must. Celebrate the grande dame’s 100th
birthday with the souvenir on page 56.

VP, AIR AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS JIM OSBORNE

BELLAGIO: Rang in the new year at Hyde,

THE SETAI: The location of this issue’s

VP, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT KEITH WALDON

the new fountainside bar in Las Vegas.
Find more related news on page 13.

cover shoot in Miami. The weather
was windy but the skies were blue and
the venue was spectacular. After the
shoot, we celebrated at the hotel’s
restaurant, where the truffled dumplings were so good we ordered a second helping.

HYATT REGENCY LAKE TAHOE RESORT,
SPA AND CASINO: Went for a winter get-

away with the kids and can’t wait to return in summer. The lakeside cottages
will wow you.
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LAS VENTANAS AL PARAÍSO: Understated
luxe exemplified.
HOTEL BEL-AIR: A classic, reborn.
THE BEVERLY HILLS HOTEL AND BUNGALOWS: A visit to the Polo Lounge is a
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Above: Photographer Pamela Jones, art director Melanie Fowler, models Arne Bremer and
Heather Anika, and me on location at our photo shoot at The Setai’s penthouse pool.

➥ Watch the cover shoot’s behind-the-scenes video.
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Manhattan’s most striking and fashionable hotel.

Mandarin Oriental, New York 80 Columbus Circle at 60th Street, New York, NY 10023. For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

The ultimate expedition adventure

Antarctica
ç Discover
ç Have

the exhilarating wildness of “the ice”

up-close penguin encounters

ç Travel safely aboard National Geographic Explorer,

the world’s ultimate ice ship
ç Share

the adventure with engaging experts

ç November

– December departures

TM

See, do and learn more with
Lindblad Expeditions-National Geographic.

Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

CRUISE THE MED
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PASSPORT
DESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE

TEERA KAEWMUANG

One Night in Bangkok
Bangkok hotels have traditionally
overlooked the country’s riches;
many feel little different from hotels
you’ll find in Hong Kong or Los
Angeles. Opening in June in the
historic Dusit district, The Siam
aims to change that. Its advantage
(aside from a riverfront setting on
the Chao Phraya): creative director
Krissada Sukosol Clapp, a Thai rock
star and actor whose decade worth
of trips to night markets and antique

dealers filled three floors of a family
warehouse. Clapp’s collectibles join
pieces from Burma and beyond to
make museums of the 28 suites, ten
villas, and antique house.
Virtuoso Life received an exclusive
preview of the property, which features
an unbroken view from the front
balcony across the river. A few
discoveries that set The Siam apart:
three teak Thai houses with sloping
red roofs that form the restaurant

and cooking school, a Muay Thai
boxing ring (surely a luxury hotel first),
and a private pier allowing guests to
set out on river cruises. But the jewel
of The Siam’s collection is Connie’s
House – a Thai bungalow originally
moved from Ayutthaya to Bangkok by
silk magnate Jim Thompson and his
friend, Bangkok socialite Connie
Mangskau, reinvented as the hotel’s
premier pool villa.
➥ Look inside The Siam.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: COSTAS CHRIST, ELAINE GLUSAC, AND SAMANTHA PAGE
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PASSPORT
OUT & ABOUT

South African Tasting Menu
Game drives and gourmet outings get equal billing on Micato Safaris’
new eight-day journey. The trip starts with a three-day taste of Cape
Town for meals that span a dinner prepared by local celebrity chef
Reuben Riffel and home-cooked party fare featuring dishes such
as bunny chow (a curry-filled loaf of bread). Two days in the Cape
Winelands showcase South Africa’s best vintages, and a multicourse
dinner under the stars caps a three-day safari at eight-suite Royal
Malewane near Kruger National Park.

Euro Conversion
Two Continental concepts migrate
to New York. From the Danish
capital, where chef Adam Aamann
serves gourmet smørrebrød
(open-faced sandwiches) at his
eponymous restaurant, comes
Aamanns/Copenhagen, a Tribeca
spin-off with organic and seasonally inspired fare in a 50-seat
Danish-modern storefront.
Two German entrepreneurs are
behind the Landbrot cafés,
featuring Germanic pretzels,
flatbreads, and pastries, as well as
cult beers by Hopf, Reutberger,
and Schönramer. A glass dumbwaiter delivers freshly baked goods
at the West Village location, while
the Lower East Side outpost caters
to the neighbourhood with
postmidnight hours. Aamanns/
Copenhagen, 13 Laight Street;
www.aamanns.dk. Landbrot, 137
Seventh Avenue S. and 185 Orchard
Street; www.landbrotbakery.com.

Clockwise from top left: Aamanns’ smørrebrød, menu planning for Micato, and a Nobu creation on
the Crystal Serenity.

Master of the Sea
Chef Nobu Matsuhisa joins Crystal Cruises’ 1,080passenger Crystal Serenity for a 12-day sailing from
Dover, England. In addition to nightly appearances in
his Silk Road and Sushi Bar restaurants, Matsuhisa will
teach a hands-on class for 12, sign cookbooks, and
prepare an omakase chef’s dinner with sake pairings.
The voyage stops at both Bordeaux and Monte Carlo
overnight en route to Rome, and also offers a knockout
meal in the Vintage Room prepared by chef Heinz Beck
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of Rome’s three-Michelin-star La Pergola, with extremely
rare wines.

Eye-Opener
A refreshing wake-up call: Four Seasons Hotels
and Resorts now delivers caffeine fixes pronto with
15-minute room-service menus. It’s not just breakfast.
Mezze at the 366-room Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at Nile
Plaza, for instance, includes hummus, fattoush salad, and
stuffed vine leaves.

THE STYLISH TRAVELLER

COMPUTER BUG
The mountain pine beetle has decimated millions
of acres of forests in the Western U.S., killing the
trees but leaving the timber largely unaffected save
a telltale blue stain left by the bug. Taking a lemonade-from-lemons approach to the blight, Bad Beetle
offers a new line of eco-friendly iPad accessories –
some of which are made from trees harvested at
western Montana’s 52-room Resort at Paws Up –
such as this sleek skin. www.badbeetle.com and
www.pawsupgeneralstore.com.

Water, Water,
Everywhere
Hydros’ 473-millilitre filtering water bottles solve one environmental problem (replacing disposable
bottles) while battling another.
For every bottle sold, US$1 goes
to provide clean drinking water in
countries like Kenya and Cameroon – a sum estimated to supply
one person with fresh water for a
year. The BPA-free, dishwashersafe containers filter contents in
20 seconds to ensure clean water
wherever your day takes you.
www.hydrosbottle.com.

Tagged to Travel

Inspired by the classic hardcover journals, Moleskine’s new
luggage tags open like a book and close with a matching
elastic band. Available in black, green, blue, or pink;
www.moleskineus.com.

AT YOUR SERVICE
Eight Rosewood Hotels & Resorts, including New York’s 188-room Carlyle, now offer fragrance butlers bearing trays with five
perfumes and five colognes to guest rooms for a complimentary spritz.

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 2
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PASSPORT
PLANE TALK

NOW BOARDING
Berlin Brandenburg
Airport, opening in early
June, replaces three
preexisting airports in
the German capital
and expands capacity
to 27 million annual
passengers. An express
train beneath the airport reaches central
Berlin in 30 minutes.
www.berlin-airport.de.
In the Middle East,
Jordan’s goal of doubling
tourism in the next three
years starts with a showpiece expansion at Queen
Alia International
Airport, opening in
phases over the next
six months. Britain’s Sir
Norman Foster designed
the new terminal with
127 concrete domes
modelled on Bedouins’
billowing desert tent tops.
www.aig.aero.
Find solace at San
Francisco International
Airport’s new yoga room.
Located in Terminal 2,
the studio features low
lighting and posted
admonishments, includ-
ing a cell phone ban, to
maintain silence. Practitioners pose on their own;
the studio, while free,
offers yoga mats but no
instruction or classes.
www.flysfo.com.

Best Look on
the Runway
Virgin Atlantic Airways
recently opened a more than
900-square-metre lounge for first-class
fliers at JFK, featuring complimentary
food and drink, spa services, and a
Bumble and bumble salon, the
first-ever hair salon in an
airline lounge.

In sibling news, as Virgin Galactic’s SpaceShipTwo
checks off the test-flight milestones, the number of
astronauts awaiting their wings continues to climb
(Ashton Kutcher was the 500th). A look at the global
reach of the pioneering space tourism program:

– 500
COUNTRIES REPRESENTED – 46
CONFIRMED ASTRONAUTS

TOP THREE NATIONALITIES:
• U.S. – 160 • UK – 62 • RUSSIA – 24

AT YOUR SERVICE
In Ireland, the 189-room Lodge at Doonbeg employs two genealogists who will research Irish ancestries and organise visits to
the villages of long-lost relations.
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GO GREEN

MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE, ONE TRIP AT A TIME

This year marks the end of the 5,125-year Mayan calendar.
Big Five Tours & Expeditions celebrates the event with
an eight-day itinerary in Belize, which has one of the highest
concentrations of ancient Mayan sites. Travel by helicopter over
the subterranean world of Actun Tunichil Muknal Cave, where
Mayan priests once performed rituals and artefacts remain
almost perfectly preserved, to the plazas and temples towering
above the jungle canopy in the Mayan capital of Lamanai. Big
Five has secured special permission to sleep among the ruins
and dine on traditional cuisine in the company of one of Belize’s
top archaeologists. A stay on Cayo Espanto, a private island near
the Belize Barrier Reef, caps off the adventure.
Following extensive repairs from Hurricane Rina’s damage
last October, Cuixmala estate and resort is welcoming
eco-minded travellers back to experience its 13 casitas and villas
and 25,000 acres of unspoilt wilderness along Mexico’s
Pacific coast. In keeping with its sustainable practices, almost all
the food served comes from its organic gardens.

Tomorrow Awards, largely due to Banyan Tree Phuket’s
accomplishments. The 174-room resort converted a once-toxic
mining site into an ecological haven for wildlife and plants, in
addition to a stunning resort and spa for weary travellers.
Recently at the United Nations, Bhutan called upon
world leaders to rethink evaluating national development
based on economic indicators alone. The country, which
replaced gross domestic product with gross national
happiness in 1976, has established criteria that measure
happiness alongside economic growth to determine a country’s developmental success.
The Maya arrived in Lamanai,
Belize, around 1500 bc.

The World Travel & Tourism Council named Banyan
Tree Hotels & Resorts a finalist in its 2012 Tourism for

AT YOUR SERVICE
At the 501-room Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong, custom shoemaker John Lobb has trained shoeshine butlers to give the perfect polish.

SEABOURN
EXOTIC ADVENTURES. EXTRAORDINARY DEALS.

Choose one of our fantastic itineraries and experience the world-class service that guests
have come to expect from Seabourn.
DAtes

sHIP

FROM/tO

DAys

FARes FROM

13 Oct

Seabourn Pride

Barcelona to Rome

14

US$5,199

10 Nov

Seabourn Odyssey

Athens to Dubai

16

US$6,799

26 Nov

Seabourn Odyssey

Dubai to Singapore

15

US$6,299

29 Nov

Seabourn Legend

Round-trip Ft. Lauderdale

11

US$3,899

4 Dec

Seabourn Sojourn

Valparaiso to Buenos Aires

15

US$7,099

7 Dec

Seabourn Quest

Round-trip Ft. Lauderdale

12

US$5,399

To begin your journey on the
World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line,*
contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.

*According to the over 6,000 travel advisors of Virtuoso Travel Network, and readers of both Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per
guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Some suite categories may not be available. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and
are subject to change without notice. All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Government fees and taxes are included. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Information herein is accurate
at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2012 Seabourn.

PASSPORT
INSIDER ITINERARY

WHY DO IT YOURSELF?
Pre- and post-cruise stays, invite-only parties, cabin selection, shipboard advice, private touring, and exclusive
perks – just a few reasons you need a travel specialist when planning a cruise. Virtuoso travel specialist Ruth
Turpin planned this 12-day Mediterranean holiday that’s a perfect example of what she brings to the table.

THE CHALLENGE: See Greece and Italy in style without
being nickeled-and-dimed. “My clients checked the Web
and were totally confused,” says Turpin. “I recommended
Crystal Cruises – it’s true luxury and fares now include drinks
and tips. Then I passed on tips from past sailings and alerted the
ship’s hotel manager and maître d’, so they’d get special attention.”

Çira^
gan Palace Kempinski Istanbul.

A pre-cruise night at the 313-room Çira^
gan
DAYS
Palace Kempinski Istanbul, followed by a
1-2
full-day private tour of the city with Nurdan’s
United Travel and a midnight bon voyage on the
1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity.

VIRTUOSO ADVANTAGE

C

At Çiraĝan Palace, enjoy complimentary breakfast daily,
high tea once during stay, and priority reservations at the
hotel’s restaurants (all of which offer terrace tables overlooking the Bosporus).

M

Y

CM

Cruise the Med, with calls at six ports,
DAYS
including Mykonos, Piraeus (Athens), and
3-10
Civitavecchia (Rome). A private guide from
Pallenberg Bros. whisks you off to explore the Amalfi
Coast (with lunch at Positano’s stellar Le Sirenuse)
during an overnight stay in Sorrento. In Rome, Turpin
secured a private viewing of the Sistine Chapel.

Náfplio, Greece.

“Paying for the cruise six
months in advance saves
you money, plus you get
first shot to prebook spa
services and speciality
restaurants.”

– Ruth Turpin

MY

CY

CMY

K

VIRTUOSO ADVANTAGE

An invite-only cocktail party on board and a full-day shore excursion to Náfplio and Mycenae, Greece, with a garden lunch and
winetasting at Palivou Estate compliments of Voyager Club.

Party post-cruise in Monaco with a night at the
141-room Hôtel Metropole Monte-Carlo.
11-12
Transfers from the port and to the airport are
already taken care of.

VIRTUOSO ADVANTAGE

A host of hotel amenities, gratis: breakfast at Joël Robuchon, a
dining credit, priority reservations at hotel restaurants and the
spa, and complimentary access to The Casino de Monte-Carlo
and the spa’s new Heat Experience circuit.
Hôtel Metropole Monte-Carlo.
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(NÁFPLIO) IMAGEBROKER/ALAMY

DAYS

SUITE TALK

THIS ISSUE:

Krabi,
Thailand

ULTIMATE
UPGRADE
Inside our favourite
splurge-worthy suites.

Phulay Bay’s top villa
and (inset) view.

One more reason to love Thai beaches: the Royal Andaman
Sea Villa at 54-villa Phulay Bay, the first of the RitzCarlton’s Reserve properties. A short drive from Krabi’s
airport (or 20-minute helicopter transfer from Phuket),
the beachfront abode features a kingly bed, templelike tub,
and rain-forest shower, plus nearly 464 square metres of

private garden, verandah, and jetted infinity pool looking out
on the Andaman Sea. Amenities include 24/7 butler service
(to arrange everything from yoga sessions and meditation
classes with monks to beach barbecues and elephant
trekking), two hours of spa services daily, and a yacht cruise
and picnic.

TECH CHECK: New hotel gizmos battle insomnia and save you money.
Select suites at Paris’ 146-room Hôtel Plaza Athénée feature bedside lamps that emit light and sound frequencies based on your
sleep needs, ranging from a full eight hours to a disco nap.
The 235-room Peninsula Shanghai and 314-room Peninsula Tokyo both offer free international calls via a simple VoIP (Voice over
Internet Protocol) button located on traditional guest-room phones.
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Notable Ways to
Cash Out the Inheritance
A blowout weekend at the 105-room Stafford London, currently
celebrating its centennial. Your party includes three nights in the
Guv’nor’s Suite or Penthouse at The Stafford Mews and perks that
start with a dining credit, dinner for ten in the wine cellar, a portrait
sitting with a renowned photographer, and bespoke clothing, hats,
and jewellery – all for a once-in-alifetime price.
2 Of course, you could always
opt for kites: “Randy the Kite
Man” has invested more than
US$100,000 in the flying
contraptions. Catch his
breezy charm as the
1,043-room Boca Raton
Resort & Club’s kite
concierge weekends on the
beach. He’ll even sell you a
speciality specimen to begin
your collection.
1

Sure Bet
New is the mantra of Las Vegas hotels, and the Bellagio ups the
ante with renovated rooms, a Claude Monet show in its art gallery
(through 6 January 2013), the debut Lily Bar dispensing organic
cocktails, and the new Philippe Starck-designed Hyde lounge with
a terrace overlooking the hotel’s fountains. Guests can work off
their indulgences in weekend Jukari Fit to Flex classes, 50-minute
workouts inspired by the acrobatics of Cirque du Soleil performers
in the Bellagio’s O, set to music by a live band.

Dinner in The Stafford’s wine cellar
and (right) Bellagio’s new Hyde lounge.

HEALTHY ADDITION Miraval’s minimalist Life in Balance Spa (opening in May at the 117-room Tucson, Arizona, resort)
features six treatment rooms in a spa garden plus a VIP suite with an indoor/outdoor fireplace and patio hot tub with views of the
Catalina Mountains. Some 30 new Clarins treatments range from berry scrubs and botanical facials to Thai massages employing silk
fabrics used by acrobats.

SILVER LINING
The newest gem in London’s hotel crown: Bulgari Hotel &
Residences, London. The Knightsbridge property nods to its
jeweller’s heritage with a silver theme throughout the 85 rooms and
public spaces that include a spa, 47-seat cinema (with a library of 500 films),
and Italian bar and restaurant.
NEW
HOTEL

Gold-medal contender:
The new Bulgari Suite.

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 2
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SIX SHIPS, SEVEN CONTINENTS,
INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

Exceptional Luxury
Irresistible Fares from US$1,999

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO EXPERIENCE
THE EXTRAORDINARY.
The world of Silversea. It is a world of European elegance
and sophistication. Ultra-luxurious, highly personalised and
breathtaking in scope. Easily navigating the tiny islands,
hugging the coastline, our intimate ships can take you almost
anywhere in the world, exploring secluded, rarely seen
harbours. Travel is the elixir of life at Silversea and every
cruise is a voyage of discovery. Come explore the possibilities.

A WORLD OF INCLUSIONS
• Intimate ships from 132 to 540 guests
• All ocean-view suites, over 85% with
private verandas
• Butler service for every suite,
every guest
• Complimentary wine, champagne
and spirits
• In-suite bar with your beverage choices
• Open-seating restaurant with menu
selections by Relais & Châteaux
• A choice of speciality restaurants
• Included gratuities

UP TO

us$1,500

ONBOARD
SPENDING
CREDIT
PER SUITE

ONBOARD SPENDING
OPTIONS INCLUDE
• Spa treatments
• Specialty restaurants
• Premium spirits and
rare vintages from the
Connoisseur’s List
• Silver Shore excursions
(none are excluded)
• Boutique purchases
• Internet packages
• Laundry service
• Personal fitness training
• Direct-dial phone calls

For more information or to book your ocean view suite on Silversea’s worldwide
voyages or Expedition voyages please contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.

Fares are correct at time of going to print and may rise
as the sailing date approaches. Terms & Conditions apply.

INTERVIEW

LIVING THE
VIRTUOSO LIFE
One trip to change your life: That’s the challenge Tim and Karis Tompkins
put to their travel specialist. INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

T

im and Karis
Tompkins of Raleigh, North Carolina, travelled
frequently for business,
but “those were not trips
that mattered,” Karis says.
“We started asking, ‘What
would a meaningful trip
look like?’ ” Astonishing, it
turns out, when planned by
the likes of travel specialist
Sandra Williams. Tim, 48,
and Karis, 32, ditched their
sales jobs for a global odyssey that hit 19 countries in
six months.

Q&A

So
where’d
you go?
KARIS:

Did you bring
100 suitcases?
KARIS: “Nope. One each:
an Eagle Creek roller with a
detachable backpack. We
visited countries when the
weather was mild, which
meant no winter clothes.
I’m a woman who loves
heels, but I allowed myself
only two pairs of shoes and
didn’t bring a jacket – we hit
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From top: Tim and Karis Tompkins at
the Taj Mahal and at Fox Glacier, New
Zealand, and a Thai tuk-tuk.

(TUK-TUK) STEVE ALLEN TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY/ALAMY

“Costa
Rica, New
Zealand, Australia, China,
India, South Africa, Botswana,
Zimbabwe, Egypt, and a
string of countries in Eastern
and Western Europe.”

On safari in Botswana.

(LION AND CUB) AFRIPICS.COM/ALAMY

a freak snowstorm in China
and literally had to wear
every item of clothing we
brought.”
What was the
biggest challenge?
TIM: “The language barrier.
I speak some Spanish,
which helped only in Costa
Rica and Madrid. In Beijing
we didn’t have a prayer. We
would get a menu, and I’d
point and hope for the best.
I had one extremely unpleasant meal of cuttlefish that
we laugh about to this day.”

How did your specialist’s
experience come in handy?
TIM: “Sandra’s proactive. She
got us into sites in Rome that
need reservations months in
advance and got us tickets to
the Oberammergau Passion
Play in Germany, a once-inten-years production that
people flock to from around
the world in hopes of seeing.
We walked right in.”
Do you have a
favourite experience?
KARIS: “Selinda Reserve in
Botswana, by far, tracking a

mother lion and her three cubs.
It was unbelievably thrilling.”
Would you call this
a life-changing trip?
KARIS: “Seeing the poverty
in Africa and India, you get
instant perspective. Worrying
about renovating a bathroom
just doesn’t feel important after you see a mother and her
two kids in a Soweto shanty
without electricity. I came
home, left my sales career,
and took a job at a local nonprofit helping homeless and
low-income families.”

WHERE
NEXT?
KARIS:

“Madagascar
tops the list.
Machu Picchu, Russia,
Jordan,
Morocco …
Nineteen
countries is
amazing, but
there are 80
more we’d
like to visit.”

BY THE NUMBERS: THE MAKINGS OF AN AROUND-THE-WORLD TRIP.
Travel days: 156
Length of itinerary, in pages: 90
Laundry loads done by hand: 46

Modes of travel: camel, tuk-tuk,
helicopter, ferry, elephant, catamaran,
train, zipline, and airplane

Total flights: 46 for 105,000 miles
Lost bags: 1, in India. “We went inside the
plane with a baggage handler and found it.”
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MIAMI

5

CITIES
Great urban escapes start with the right hotel.

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

NYC
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LONDON

5

Here’s where to find your fit.

ROME

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

PARIS

WAYS
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NYC
By David Hochman
STYLE SEEKERS

Check in: Who doesn’t like a Big Apple bargain?
Especially when The Donald himself is kicking in
the discount. Every guest checking into the 391-room
Trump SoHo receives a shopping card featuring exclusive offers at neighbourhood stores, including Diane von
Furstenberg, Bloomingdale’s SoHo, and Ivanka Trump’s
jewellery shop – all just steps away.
Out of the closet: Hunt for vintage Chanel at überchic
thrift shop What Goes Around Comes Around.
351 W. Broadway; 212/343-1225.

Be seen scene: Andreas Oberoi, Trump SoHo’s gen-

eral manager, recommends the terrace at Cipriani
Downtown for great
people-watching during
lunch. 376 W. Broadway;
212/343-0999.
From left: What
Goes Around Comes
Around, Trump SoHo’s
penthouse bath, and
pasta at The Plaza.

GOURMETS

Check in:

Its history, reputation,
and location make for a
lot to live up to, but still
The Plaza continues to
dazzle. The 282-room
hotel’s Plaza Food Hall,
run by Todd English of
the Figs and Olives empire, recently unveilled a
US$3 million expansion,
and 17 new food-themed
shops opened in April,
including La Maison
du Chocolat, Sant Ambroeus desserts, Luke’s
Lobster, and Sushi of
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Gari. Poor Eloise will
need to hit the treadmill.

Where to sit: In the
revamped food hall, find
a spot at the 21-seat Carrara-marble pasta bar,
presided over by executive
chef Michael Suppa.
Black-and-white case:

Few confections are
more New York than the
black-and-white cookie,
and nobody does them
better than William
Greenberg, whose shop
just opened in the hall.

FAMILIES

ROMANTICS

Check in:

The shortest distance between two points is
definitely the happiest one for families visiting Manhattan. The 259-room Ritz-Carlton New York, Central Park
South is so close to so many iconic attractions, there’s really no
need for the in-room telescopes provided for kids to peer at the
birds and horses in the park across the street. FAO Schwarz is
four minutes away on foot, not counting time dancing across the
“walking piano” Tom Hanks played there in Big.

Check in: Many are the ways to sigh away the hours
together at the Mandarin Oriental, New York: jasmine
tea in the 35th-floor lobby lounge, laps in the 22-metre pool overlooking the Hudson, Thomas Keller’s Per Se restaurant a mere
lift ride away. The hotel also offers the city’s first-of-its-kind VIP
Spa Suite (with fireplace) in the more than 1,300-square-metre
spa, and its 248 guest rooms, particularly the roomier 00- and
16-series suites, float cloudlike over Central Park.

Call of the wild:

Date tip: Skip the overpriced, cliché carriage rides and hop on
the Central Park Carousel (below) instead.

A newer add-on to the legendary Central
Park Zoo, Tisch Children’s Zoo is particularly suitable for
younger kids.

(WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND AND PASTA) KEN KOCHEY, (CAROUSEL) SHERAB/ALAMY, (PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN) BRUCE GLIKAS/FILM MAGIC/GETTY IMAGES.
PAGE 18: (THE SETAI) PAMELA JONES. (ON HIM) THE MEN’S STORE AT BLOOMINGDALE’S SHIRT AND SANDALS, TOMMY BAHAMA SWIMSUIT, INITIUM SUNGLASSES;
(ON HER) RAMONA TUNIC, PELLE MODA HEELS, CITRINE BY THE STONES EARRINGS AND CUFF, KATE SPADE SUNGLASSES, ISLA BOUTIQUE RING.

Sweet tooth: The Ritz-Carlton

is within pram distance of
Dylan’s Candy Bar, home
to more than 5,000 sugary treats, sundaes and
milkshakes, and candyinspired spa products
and adult drinks
(such as the Strawberry Nerds
Mojito). 1011
Third Avenue;
646/735-0078.

Concierge’s pick: A cosy dinner for two at La Boîte en Bois
(“The Wooden Box”), discreetly tucked away on a tree-lined
street. 75 W. 68th Street; 212/874-2705.

ART & CULTURE FANS
Check in: Situated in a famous old Stanford White-designed building formerly known as the Lambs Club to Great White
Way types like Fred Astaire, the 76-room Chatwal is the only true luxury hotel in the Theater District. With a kitchen run
by chef Geoffrey Zakarian (Le Cirque, ‘21’ Club) and more charming turns than a Cole Porter tune – behold the Kashwére robes
and rain-shower baths – it’s a Broadway memory in the making. Added perk: Hotel guests score preferred access with ticket
brokers through the Chatwal’s concierge desk.

Hot ticket: Philip Seymour Hoffman takes on Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman, running
through 2 June.
Collectors’ calling: London’s annual Frieze Art Fair debuts in the U.S. in May, with a “pop-up village”
where you can see and buy contemporary art on urban outpost Randall’s Island, in the East River.

Previous spread, left to right: (Top row) Miami’s Mandarin Oriental, W, and Setai Penthouse; and The Goring, tea at The Berkeley, and Savoy
service in London. (Bottom row) Plaza fare and the Mandarin Oriental, New York’s Central Park view; Le Meurice and the Four Seasons Hotel
George V in Paris; and Rome’s Hotel Eden and twilight from the Hassler Roma.
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ROME

People-watching at Museo
Atelier Canova Tadolini.
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PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

By Lee Marshall

ART & CULTURE FANS
Check in: Pablo
Picasso and Igor
Stravinsky slept at the Hotel
de Russie, but Rocco Forte’s
122-room hotel is a hit with
art lovers for its contemporary-classic decor and
delightful terraced gardens,
a green refuge in the heart of
the city. And the location is
perfect: The feast of works
by Bernini, Titian, and other
greats in the Galleria Borghese and the dramatic Caravaggios in the nearby church
of Santa Maria del Popolo are
just two of the treats within
easy walking distance.

FAMILIES

Check in: Four pools (three outside, one indoors) and 15 acres of
landscaped grounds make the 370-room Rome Cavalieri a Monte
Mario playground of gloriously opulent decor. Its summer Cavalieri e Principesse
kids’ program activities range from open-air film screenings to Roman gladiator
school (ages 7 and up), while the year-round in-house sitting service allows
parents a day alone in the city or a romantic dinner at the hotel’s stellar La
Pergola restaurant.
Gelato-art: Right behind buzzy contemporary art space MAXXI, Neve di Latte is
a fabulous new gelateria that uses only
natural ingredients. Via Luigi Poletti 6;
39-6/320-7125.
Higher calling: Kids will love the
giddy ascent of Saint Peter’s Dome,
open roughly 8 am to 5 pm daily. Piazza
San Pietro; 39-6/6982.

Secret discovery:

(MUSEO ATELIER CANOVA TADOLINI, SHOE, AND FEMME SISTINA) SUSAN WRIGHT, (NEVE DI LATTE) JUPITER IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES

Documents from the Vatican’s
Archivio Segreto have gone
on public display for the first
time ever (through 9 September). Musei Capitolini,
Piazza del Campidoglio 1;
39-6/0608.

Drink it in: Stop for a cappuccino at Museo Atelier
Canova Tadolini, a remarkable museum-café in a former
workshop of neoclassical
sculptor Antonio Canova.
Via del Babuino 150;
39-6/3211-0702.

ROMANTICS

Check in: Discreetly
placed between the
dolce vita thoroughfare of Via
Veneto and the gardens of Villa
Medici, 121-room Hotel Eden is
all about pampered seclusion,
with trompe l’oeil landscape
frescoes in the more romantic
bedrooms. But its date-night
wow factor is La Terrazza
dell’Eden rooftop restaurant
and bar, which features unparalleled views over the Eternal City.
Do it up: Rome’s most famous
hair and beauty salon, Femme
Sistina, has been styling and
coiffing for the likes of Audrey
Hepburn and Nicole Kidman
since 1959. Via Sistina 75A;
39-6/678-0260.

A girl’s
guide to
Rome (from
top): Neve
di Latte,
Femme
Sistina, and
Ferragamo.

Date stop: A heaving mass of
tourists by day, Trevi Fountain –
a ten-minute stroll from the
Eden – transforms into one of
Rome’s most romantic locations
after dark.

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 2

23

ROME
GOURMETS

Check in: One of Rome’s most venerable grand
hotels, the elegant 95-room Hassler Roma has
become a gourmet magnet for Romans and visitors alike.
The lure is Michelin-starred Imàgo, where talented
Neapolitan chef Francesco Apreda rises to the challenge
of a panoramic city view atop the Spanish Steps with an
Italian menu that flirts with Asian and world ingredients.
How to cook Italian: Drop by cavernous kitchen store
C.U.C.I.N.A. for home-chef souvenirs such as handheld
Parmesan graters or Alessi lemon squeezers. Via Mario
de’ Fiori 65; 39-6/679-1275.

STYLE SEEKERS

Check in:

Ferragamo’s
hotel on Rome’s most
chichi shopping street,
Via Condotti, is no
branding exercise,
though its walls are
adorned with photos,
framed copies of
receipts (including
one made out to
Marilyn Monroe), and
the elegant atelier
sketches of founder
Salvatore Ferragamo.
Rather than flaunting
the logo, 14-room
Portrait Suites simply
pairs its location with
effortless design for a
stylish, discreet citycentre refuge that
serious shoppers
dream of. The terrace –
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Historic
Enoteca
Buccone is
a perfect
place for a
glass of
Chianti and
a snack amid
towering
bottle-lined
shelves.
Via di Ripetta
19; 39-6/
361-2154.

where breakfast and
aperitivos are served,
weather permitting –
is a magical chill-out
space amid the
rooftops.

Local favourite:

Designer pizzeria,
restaurant, and wine
bar Gusto is still going
strong after more than
a decade. Piazza
Augusto Imperatore 9;
39-6/322-6273.

Handy tip:

Sermoneta Gloves now
has branches from
Chicago to Tokyo,
but its original
Roman boutique is
still a must-visit.
Piazza di Spagna 61;
39-6/6920-2066.

From top:
Via Condotti cheek,
Imàgo’s
pheasantand-truffle
ravioli, and
Hassler
Roma’s
penthouse.

SUSAN WRIGHT

Raise a
glass:

MIAMI
By David Hochman
Story by David Hochman
STYLE SEEKERS
Check in: The fabulous flock to
the W South Beach like flamingos
to fresh water. Bikinis with rhinestones
(accompanied by the highest of heels)
aren’t uncommon, and the 312 rooms,
done up in whites and shimmering greys,
pay tribute to Miami’s 1950s glamour. The
hotel’s Passion for Fashion program takes
guests in a private car to the exclusive Fifth
Avenue Club at Saks in Bal Harbour. There’s
Champagne on arrival, a personal shopper,
and on-the-spot alterations – plus a US$100
gift card to get the spree going.

The glamour trail: Start at Therapy, a casualwear concept shop inside the W. Strut down the
block to Violet & Grace, a haute-bohemian
jewellery boutique run by former Ford model Ina
Lettmann (1901 Collins Avenue; 305/534-1500),
then head up Collins Avenue to The Webster,
where men’s and women’s sportswear fills a
three-story art deco landmark overlooking the
sea (1220 Collins Avenue; 305/674-7899).
Browse: Taschen Store Miami showcases
fashion and design books in what may be the
world’s most beautiful new parking structure.
1111 Lincoln Road; 305/538-6185.

(VIOLET & GRACE) PAMELA JONES

South Beach shimmer at the
W (top) and Violet & Grace.

ART & CULTURE FANS
Check in: An ideal base for
exploring Miami’s design scene,
the 326-room Mandarin Oriental,
Miami is a quick drive down Biscayne
Boulevard from the Design District’s
100-plus art galleries, antiques showrooms, and restaurants. Just over the
MacArthur Causeway, The WolfsonianFlorida International University museum,

library, and research centre house the
city’s finest collection of pre-World War II
art and design objects.

Event of the year: Titans of the

international arts scene gather each
winter for Art Basel Miami Beach
(6 through 9 December), a quick
complimentary shuttle ride from
the hotel, with more than 250

prestigious galleries showcasing
2,000-plus artists.

Global player: Nearby Miami Art
Museum has developed into a collection
worthy of the city’s global soul, with
permanent works by José Bedia and
Carlos Alfonzo alongside pieces by
Marcel Duchamp and Frank Stella. 101 W.
Flagler Street, Suite C; 305/375-3000.
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MIAMI
FAMILIES

Check in:

Separated from
Miami by the Rickenbacker
Causeway, Key Biscayne is a lush, manicured
world unto itself and a perfect escape for families with
children. The 450-room Ritz-Carlton Key Biscayne,
Miami has a stellar kids’ club program, of course (there are
elaborate treasure hunts on the beach every Saturday night),
but there’s also a burger lounge, a dedicated family pool, and
some of Florida’s finest tennis facilities. Book rooms on the fourth
floor or higher for the best ocean views.

Beach it:

Two of Miami’s best beaches for wading and playing
porpoise are a five-minute walk away – Crandon Park and
Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park.

Time out (for parents):

The hotel’s Cantina
Beach restaurant has fire pits and a menu
of more than 80 types of tequila.

Check in: The Setai does romance better than
practically any place in Miami. Consider its signature couples spa treatment – a 60-minute Ancient Balinese
Massage for two that culminates with Champagne and
canapés and a soak in an oversize terrazzo bath filled with
rose petals. Outside, three infinity-edge pools, heated to 24,
29, and 35 degrees Celsius, have hedged-in areas for optimum privacy. Adrian Zecha, of Amanresorts fame, made
the 75 rooms and 50 suites the height of minimalist chic with
dark woods and black granite.
Table for two: A pillowy banquette is just the right amount
of cosy to enjoy hotel chef David Werly’s award-winning
Asian cuisine at The Restaurant at Setai.
Ultimate indulgence: The Setai offers a private

Champagne tasting with caviar for two with the head
sommelier in
the wine cellar,
followed by
dinner. Typically
uncorked: Krug
Brut, Clos du
Mesnil 1998;
Krug Rosé; and
Krug Brut, Clos
d’Ambonnay 1996.

From top: Playtime
at The Ritz-Carlton
Key Biscayne, DiLido
Beach Club’s tuna
tiradito and conch,
and The Setai’s penthouse pool.
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GOURMETS

Check in:

The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach’s DiLido
Beach Club is one of Miami’s most attractive dining spots,
and the surrounding neighbourhood radiates with culinary
star power. But it’s the annual South Beach Wine and Food
Festival that makes the 375-room property a gourmet heaven
each winter.
This year,
Rachael Ray
presided
over an
in-house
celebritychef burger
battle. The
winner?
Hotel
guests.

Tasting menu: Make time for white truffle risotto and nights
under twinkling lights at Casa Tua (1700 James Avenue;
305/673-1010), haute Cuban sandwiches from Iron Chef
Geoffrey Zakarian at Tudor House (1111 Collins Avenue;
305/534-8455), and Ola’s deconstructed key lime pie and
chocolate cigars (1745 James Avenue; 305/695-9125).
Big-deal meal: Splurge for the roasted local hogfish and other
delights worthy of the architecture inside the former Versace
mansion at The Villa. 1116 Ocean Drive; 305/576-8003.

(SETAI) PAMELA JONES. (ON HIM) POLO RALPH LAUREN SWIMSUIT, THE MEN’S STORE AT BLOOMINGDALE’S SHIRT, INITIUM SUNGLASSES;
(ON HER) ESTIVO SWIMSUIT, CITRINE BY THE STONES EARRINGS AND CUFF, ISA BOUTIQUE RING, FRAAS SARONG, ALAIN MIKLI SUNGLASSES.

ROMANTICS

PARIS
By Ellise Pierce

Cashmere queen: Crimson
boutique owner Linda Wright.
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PARIS
Check in:

The mood is à
la mode at the 244room Four Seasons
Hotel George V,
where the concierge
arranges personal
shoppers and ultrachic avenue Montaigne – with Chanel,
Prada, Gucci, Louis
Vuitton, and the
concept store
Montaigne Market –
is just a short walk
away. Shop one,
shop them all; then
head back to La
Galerie for tea (don’t
miss pastry chef
Lucien Gautier’s
éclairs). Afterward,
treat yourself to the
hotel’s newest signa-

ture spa treatment,
the Tropical Magnolia, aimed to calm and
nurture – because
all that shopping can
wear a girl out.

Local favourite:

Crimson, a tiny boutique filled with fine
cashmere for men
and women in sage
greens, cool blues,
and perfect, cloudy
greys. 8 rue Marbeuf;
33-1/4720-4424.

Tie one on: An
Hermès scarf, that
is. Easy to wear,
and it won’t put
your bags over the
weight limit. 42
avenue George V;
33-1/4720-4851.

ROMANTICS

FAMILIES

Check in:

With rabbit-shaped cookies and strawberry
water upon arrival, a plush garden rabbit named Hippolyte, and a treasure hunt that takes kids through the property
in search of Hippolyte’s garden tools, 188-room Le Bristol
shows kids that Paris isn’t just museums and Michelin stars.
Persnickety eaters can order a burger and fries off their
own menu or ask chef Eric
Frechon to whip up a grilled
cheese sandwich without
the crust. And while the
grown-ups relax in the spa’s
Turkish bath, children can
play games at the kids’ club
next door.

Out and about:

At nearby
Tuileries Gardens, kids can
rent toy sailboats or watch
the city’s famous Guignol
marionette shows.

Go deep:

Walk through the
Paris aquarium’s “shark tunnel,” a 32-metre underwater tunnel
that’s filled with blacktip, zebra, gray, and nurse sharks.
65 avenue Albert de Mun; 33-1/4069-2323.
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Clockwise from top left:
Montaigne Market finds
(Azzedine Alaïa dresses
and Alexander McQueen purses),
vintage style on rue de Rivoli, a
treat from Un Dimanche à Paris,
and Guignol marionettes.

Check in:

From its cosy first-floor fireplace with
complimentary coupes de Champagne to rooms decorated in leather and rich velvets, the 28-room Hôtel Esprit
St-Germain defines Left Bank romance from the moment
you step inside. Picture a country-home-meets-city-flat vibe:
sophisticated yet laid-back – perfect for couples visiting Paris
for the first or 50th time.

Toast to this:

Sip and snack on fine reds and beef carpaccio at
Yves Camdeborde’s Basque-inspired bar, L’Avant Comptoir,
located next to his renowned bistro, Le Comptoir. 9 Carrefour de
l’Odéon; 33-1/4427-0797.

Sweet thought: Pick up a
box of crispy hazelnut truffles
from Un Dimanche à Paris,
the concept store for the
cocoa addicted from Pierre
Cluizel (son of the famous
chocolatier Michel
Cluizel). 4-6-8
Cour du Commerce SaintAndré; 331/5681-1818.

ROBERTO FRANKENBERG, (MARIONETTE) HEMIS/ALAMY

STYLE SEEKERS

GOURMETS
ART & CULTURE FANS
Check in: With
Philippe Starck’s
interior design, Le Royal
Monceau-Raffles Paris
has emerged from a
two-year renovation
looking as comfy and
quirky as your eccentric
aunt’s parlor. Guests
peruse stacks of coffeetable books and nibble
on Pierre Hermé macarons in its oversize denlike
lobby, pick their own
flea market glassware
when ordering drinks
at Le Bar Long, and read
framed notes and letters
from Jean Cocteau in its
149 rooms. There’s also
a resident “art concierge”
to arrange private galley
and museum showings
or help collectors track

down a hard-to-find
Picasso.

Hot ticket: Degas and

the Nude (through 1
July) at Musée d’Orsay
is the season’s star –
the first major monographic exhibition in
Paris devoted to Edgar
Degas since the 1988
retrospective at the
Grand Palais. 1 rue de
la Légion d’Honneur;
33-1/4049-4814.

Art walk: A ten-minute
walk away, less-touristed
Jacquemart-André
Museum features works
by Botticelli, Rembrandt,
and other big names
among its collection. 158
boulevard Haussmann;
33-1/4562-1159.

Check in: This year
marks the fifth anniversary of chef Yannick Alléno earning three Michelin
stars for the 160-room Le
Meurice. To celebrate, he’s
created a modern-cuisine
menu inspired by his past,
with such noteworthy
dishes as “Aniel Zelie’s
Chicken in a Bottle,” a
riff on his grandmother’s
recipe that actually features
a chicken in a bottle along
with foie gras and truffles.
Pair that with his famous
Paris terroir menu, featuring produce from the Île-de-France, and
you’ve got some of the city’s most innovative dining.
Shop like a chef: Find usable souvenirs such as copper roasting pans and sauciers at E.Dehillerin. Julia Child loved this
place. 18 rue Coquillière; 33-1/4236-5313.

And sip like a local:

Tucked away on a quiet street off busy
rue de Rivoli, Le Garde Robe’s organic wines, oysters, and
charcuterie plates heaped with Ibérico ham may make you cancel dinner reservations. 41 rue de l’Arbre Sec; 33-1/4926-9060.

(LE ROYAL MONCEAU) ROBERTO FRANKENBERG

From top: Le Meurice’s wine room and great taste at Le Royal Monceau.

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 2

29

LONDON
By Amy Laughinghouse

GOURMETS

Check in: Diners at the 214-room Berkeley in
Knightsbridge witness culinary theatrics from a
kitchen-front chef’s table in Marcus Wareing’s eponymous two-Michelin-starred restaurant. Those who
prefer hearty French fare can catch Pierre Koffmann of
La Tante Claire fame whipping up his signature pig’s
trotters and pistachio soufflé in Koffmann’s open kitchen.
The nightcap: Blue Bar, reportedly Madonna’s neighbourhood favourite, pops with a white onyx bar on black
leather flooring.
All dressed up: Prêt-à-Portea, The Berkeley’s chic
take on afternoon tea, features runway-worthy cakes
and cookies in the shape of clothes and accessories.
44-20/7107-8866.

ART & CULTURE FANS
Check in: An enticing blend of Edwardian
and art deco architecture, the 268-room
Savoy places guests at London’s cultural crossroads, close to the West End’s stages, National
Gallery, Royal Opera House, and National Theatre.
Monet and Whistler painted views from their
Thames-side rooms, and a museum off the lobby
enshrines memorabilia from this 123-year-old
grande dame’s most illustrious guests. On 3 June,
as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, Her
Majesty will lead as many as 1,000 boats right past
the hotel, accompanied by fireworks, music barges,
and a floating belfry in one of the largest spectacles
ever assembled on the Thames.

Local favourite: Need a break
from fussy fare? Walk over to popular Pantechnicon pub for dishes
such as venison and rock oysters,
braised pork belly, Devon lamb,
and fish-and-chips. 10 Motcomb
Street; 44-20/7730-6074.
From top: The Coal Hole and proper
platings at The Berkeley.

Bring it back:

West End stars host signings at
Covent Garden’s Dress Circle, which sells musical
soundtracks, posters, songbooks, and collectibles.
57-59 Monmouth Street; 44-20/7240-2227.
In the Edwardian era, Gilbert and Sullivan regularly performed at The Coal Hole, a
traditional pub next to The Savoy with a high oakbeamed ceiling, wood-panelled walls, and variety of
real ales. 91-92 Strand; 44-20/7379 9883.
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LISA LINDER

Belly up:

STYLE SEEKERS

Check in:

Rocco
Forte’s Brown’s
Hotel is so close to
chic Dover Street
boutiques, Bond
Street’s power
labels, and men’s
fashion go-to
Jermyn Street, you
could mince your
way to them in your
most impractical
Manolo Blahniks.
If this sartorial
smorgasbord
makes your head
spin, take note: The
117-room hotel can
introduce you to a
personal shopper
who will help you
shop till you cry
uncle or max out
your card.

Six degrees of
sensational:
Comme des

Garçons founder
Rei Kawakubo
mixes funk with
fashion labels like
Givenchy, Azzedine
Alaïa, and Yves
Saint Laurent over
six floors at the
Dover Street
Market, a warehouse that treads
a fine line between
cheeky art installation space and
couture emporium.
17-18 Dover Street;
44-20/7518-0680.

New arrival: This

spring, McQ –
Alexander
McQueen’s younger, more affordable offspring –
introduces its
flagship store
a short stroll
from Brown’s
back door. 14
Dover Street.

ROMANTICS

Check in:

Butlers pull
double duty as romance
concierges at the 93-room Lanesborough. The 24/7 staff can draw a bath
complete with candles, music, and
essential oils; coordinate couple’s
massages in the spa or in room; and
arrange everything you need for a big
night on the town.

Eye do:

Few can resist a whirl on the
London Eye. Book a private pod for a
Champagne toast and twilight views of
the city. Riverside Building, Westminster
Bridge Road; 44-08/71781-3000.

Hot night: Sip cocktails to the bendy burlesque antics of performers at Circus,
Covent Garden’s cabaret bar and restaurant. 27-29 Endell Street; 44-20/7420-9300.

FAMILIES

Check in: The family-run Goring’s general manager and propri-

etor both have wee ones of their own, so they know how to keep
it fun. For starters: a kit that includes games, toys, and an official-looking
passport to fill with stamps and win a prize. Nearly every aspect of the 69room property gets in on the game, from the in-room Nintendo Wiis and
milk-and-cookies turndown service to the invitation to bake cookies with
the chef and shake (nonalcoholic) cocktails with the bartender.

Park it : Navigate Hyde Park’s Serpentine lake by row- or pedal-boat and
let the kids splash in the Diana Memorial Fountain. In adjacent Kensington
Gardens, a playground pirate ship motivates mini-swashbucklers.

Fast fun : Take a break from museums and guidebook sights to whiz

along the Thames in speedboats with Captain Kidd’s Canary Wharf
Voyage, a 50-minute thrill ride for all ages. London Eye Millennium Pier,
South Bank; 44-20/7928-8933.

The clear blue skies of the Mediterranean elevate the senses.
Experience the exceptional service and world class amenities of The Luxury Collection Hotels & Resorts, Greece.
Visit Athens or Santorini and indulge yourself in the land where modern civilzation was born.
Hotel Grande Bretagne, A Luxury Collection Hotel | Athens, Greece
Vedema, A Luxury Collection Resort | Santorini, Greece
Mystique, A Luxury Collection Hotel | Santorini, Greece
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin arranging a memorable journey into truly luxurious Athenian holiday.

life is a collection of experiences
let us be your guide

©2011 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The Luxury Collection and its logo are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

enjoy

This is cruising as it was meant to be — a world where virtually everything is included.
Aboard our six-star mid-sized fleet, expect gratifying luxuries. Anticipate the world’s most exotic destinations.
Indulge in world-class cuisine. Enjoy the most inclusive luxury cruise experience.
BARCELONA TO LISBON | AUGUST 13, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner
Fares from US$6,769 per person including US$1,500 Bonus Savings
ROUNDTRIP LONDON | SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager
Fares from US$7,669 per person including US$1,000 Bonus Savings
BARCELONA TO MONTE CARLO | SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 | 7 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager
Fares from US$4,555 per person including US$1,250 Bonus Savings
ATHENS TO ISTANBUL | OCTOBER 6, 2012 | 14 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner
Fares from US$8,933 per person including US$2,000 Bonus Savings
MONTE CARLO TO VENICE | OCTOBER 7, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager
Fares from US$6,503 per person including US$1,250 Bonus Savings
ROME TO ISTANBUL | OCTOBER 24, 2012 | 7 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager
Fares from US$4,088 per person including US$1,500 Bonus Savings

Elegant Ships With All Ocean-View
Suites, Private Balconies and
No More Than 700 Guests

FOR RESERVATIONS
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

♦

Additional bonus savings of
US$2,000 per suite

Select Voyages Include:
Voyager Club Host, Private Cocktail Reception
and Exclusive Shore Event
Offer expires September 30, 2012. August 13 and September 30, 2012 fares are based on category H, all other fares are based on
category G. Fares and offers listed are: cruise-only, in USD, per person, based on double occupancy, apply to new bookings only, are
capacity controlled, subject to availability, may not be combined with other offers and may be withdrawn at any time without prior
notice. Fares are based on published full brochure fares, may not have resulted in actual sales, and may remain in effect after expiry.
Fares may not include personal charges, optional facilities and services fees as defined in the terms and conditions of the Guest Ticket
Contract. Advertised fare includes government fees and taxes. FREE Luxury Hotel package applies to guests 1 and 2 only. A supplement
of $300 per person applies for 3 or more guests. Meals, laundry, telephone calls, gratuities and other personal items, unless specifically
noted, are not included and are the responsibility of the guest. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to cancel the availability
of any hotel inclusion. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions are confirmed and available to book 180 days prior to cruise departure.
Reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and number of excursions are subject to availability and exclude Private
Arrangements, Adventures Ashore programs and Regent Choice excursions. Restrictions apply and cancellations received 36 hours
prior to shore excursion start date may incur penalties. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions
and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket
Contract at www.RSSC.com. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas ©2012 Regent Seven Seas Cruises.

♦

FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

♦

FREE Luxury Hotel Package

♦

FREE Beverages including
fine wines and premium spirits

♦

FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

♦

FREE In-suite mini-bar
replenished daily
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Authentic
Indonesia

The diary of a reluctant Aman junkie: How people, adventures, and, yes,
posh accommodation won over one skeptic.
BY KIM BROWN SEELY
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AMANRESORTS
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OU ARRIVE AFTER A
long flight, and are
shown into your suite by
an elegant woman who
is so gracious you feel
more like a houseguest
than a hotel guest. Have
you met before? A young man in a sarong and pressed white shirt arrives
with a tray of tea and cookies, garnished
with a just-plucked orchid. You drink
the tea gratefully and fall into your fourposter bed, which is swathed in a meringue of mosquito netting.
When you wake the next morning to
the song of birds and swish of wind in
the palms, it’s clear you are somewhere
special. Your bathroom has an open-air
shower, a lily pond, and more square
metres than your first flat. You slide on
the thongs you find there, pad through
the predawn stillness to the hotel pool,
and slip in. The pool, which you have all
to yourself, is surrounded by monumental paras stone walls. You swim toward
water cascading from spouts at one end,
bougainvillea spilling over the other.
It’s dramatic, yet serene. Like floating
inside a temple, you think. And, in a way,
you are.
WHEN THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE
to visit Amanresorts’ five Indonesian
properties, I felt oddly reluctant. Having spent several weeks on the islands of
Bali and Lombok a few years ago, I knew
that exquisite accommodation and artful attention to detail were practically
invented in this part of the world and
can be found at a fraction of the Aman
price. And although I’d never stayed at
an Aman, the brand itself is such a phenomenon, I feared that by cocooning

myself in the resorts I might miss out on Indonesia itself. What I discovered instead
was this: Aman’s version of Indonesia, an artfully edited menu of heightened experiences delivered by remarkable staff. And best of all? The cocoon. In an age of 24/7, the
stillness at each resort is the greatest luxury.
Amanresorts is one of the most exclusive hotel chains in the world, if it can be called a
chain at all. Launched in 1988, when founder Adrian Zecha opened Amanpuri on the
Thai island of Phuket, the brand represents a kind of lush simplicity: Its small resort
hotels eschew ostentation in favour of discreet elegance and exceptional settings.
There are now 24 properties, with fewer than 950 rooms worldwide. Nearly half are
in Asia, but there are also hotels in Marrakech, Montenegro, and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Each Aman offers a singular experience, and every visitor is treated like a special guest, with a staff-to-guest ratio that averages six to one.
The brand has become a kind of religion among veteran travellers who value privacy and style above all else. “The top end of the market will always be there,” the
peripatetic Zecha explained to me, via e-mail. “My target audience for Aman is growing faster than I can put properties in the market. We just opened in Bodrum, Turkey.
This year it will be Greece and possibly Vietnam.”
Currently there are approximately 200,000 “Aman junkies” (guests who have made
enough repeat visits to merit a spot on the company’s exclusive mailing list). What is
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When you wake the
next morning to the
song of birds and
swish of wind
in the palms, it’s
clear you are
somewhere special.
it, I wondered, that’s convinced them all
to join the club? Intrigued, I flew to Bali
to find out.

Clockwise from top left: Uluwatu
Temple, Amanusa’s open-air lobby
and grounds, and a Hindu blessing.

AMANUSA

AMANUSA IS BUILT ON A GREEN
hillside overlooking the Indian Ocean,
just a 20-minute drive from Bali’s international airport. The hotel’s setting
might seem uninspired at first, but after a day enduring the sensory overload
of downtown Kuta (Bali’s tourist hub),
you realize serenity, not splash, is the
aim. The open-air lobby is elegant and
spare, save for lavish bouquets of white
tuberoses, their creamy, slightly narcotic scent signalling you’re not at home
anymore. Suites are set in a series of
stone buildings with private courtyards; arriving suggests entering an
exquisite Zen monastery.
Proximity to the airport makes
Amanusa an ideal place to recover from
your flight. The danger, of course, is
that once you land in this oasis of calm,
you won’t want to leave. But Aman
makes a noble effort to encourage
people to step beyond the resort walls –
with each property offering guided
outings for a fee. It’s easy to be skeptical
(who looks to a hotel for a genuine
cultural experience?), but I was eager to
see how the hotel version would compare to my own here, years before.
“It’s best to remove your sunglasses,
so the monkeys won’t steal them,” a
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driver instructed during my first outing, to Bali’s Pura Luhur Uluwatu Temple. Located on a sheer cliff almost 50 metres above the ocean, Uluwatu was, until the late
nineteenth century, chief sanctuary of Bali’s Kingdom of Mengwi. Perhaps because
it’s so overrun with overly aggressive monkeys now, my Aman guide seemed more
concerned with ushering me through in one piece than with history or culture. (I
Googled the temple later, to figure out what we’d seen.)
More successful was that evening’s Hindu blessing. A woman from the staff came
to my room and dressed me in a traditional Balinese costume: a length of batik topped
with a stretchy gold-lace bodice. It was fun, like playing dress-up, and unlike anything I’d encountered in decades of hotel stays.
“And your hair?” she asked, genuinely concerned.
“It’s OK,” I said, shrugging off the humidity.
But with a maternal determination, she went to work with a handful of
hairpins, humming softly. After a few minutes, a miracle: My frizzy hair looked almost glamorous.
“When you come to Bali next time, you’ll stay with my family!” she said, so naturally I think she meant it.

PHILIPP ENGELHORN

LUXE LANDING PAD
Southern Bali
35 suites
Next to the
Bali National Golf Resort

The tented life, outside and in,
at Amanwana.

AMANWANA

AMANRESORTS

WATER WORLD
Moyo Island
20 luxury tents
Wake up next to the Flores Sea

AMANWANA SITS IN A COVE ON
Moyo Island, an hour by floatplane
from Bali. When we splashed down
in the clear waters of the Flores Sea,
floated up to the dock, and stepped out
to meet the staff, I felt like I was landing
at some fabulous ocean retreat owned
by cool friends I hadn’t met yet, but

could already tell I was going to like.
My “tent” was mere steps from the curve of the cerulean bay. Inside, I stepped onto
espresso-coloured hardwood floors anchored by a king-size bed with white linens
and pillows draped in mosquito netting, and a sitting area with white canvas couches.
There were windows with screens, air conditioning, even a bathroom with his-andher sinks. What impressed me most, however, were the details: a room key attached
to a hand-carved wooden rusa deer (native to Moyo Island) that fit smoothly in the
palm of my hand; a beautifully drawn cloth map of the resort that unfurled like a pirate’s scroll; and, on the bed, a batik sarong wrapped in white tissue.

Each Aman offers adventures inspired,
in large part, by its setting. At an alfresco
lunch, Amanwana’s general manager
outlined the options: sunset cruise on a
restored teak outrigger? Snorkelling? Introductory scuba dive? Gazing out at the
impossibly iridescent water, I blurted,
“I’ll try the dive!” even though I’ve always been terrified of diving. The next
morning I found myself seated beside the
husband-and-wife managers of the resort’s dive centre. After a safety briefing,
they pulled out wet suits and said, “You’ll
start in two to three metres of water
looking at all the fish life around you, the
beautiful corals, and you’ll forget about
the initial fear most people have.”

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 2

37

And that’s exactly what happened.
One minute I was sitting on the dock
like a panicked tadpole, and the next I
was so riveted by the underwater loveliness – the parrot fish, coral fans, even a
fat purply sea cucumber – that I stayed
down for 45 minutes.
It struck me later that this nontechnical approach humanises diving,
something many of us might otherwise
be too timid to try. Back in my tent,
high from all the oxygen, I found myself scheming to someday get back
to Amanwana. Another Aman junkie
was born.

AMANDARI

ELDER STATESMAN
Ubud, Bali
30 suites, 1 villa
Rooms have lush jungle gardens –
some with private plunge pools
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Amandari, Indonesia’s first Aman.

the hotel. “So now we start to chopping!” my host Sugi (who typically works in Aman
private dining) said, offering a seat before an enormous tamarind chopping block
alongside another Aman chef. And chop we did: sweet potatoes, shallots, ginger, turmeric, lemongrass, and garlic, all while chatting about life in Bali, religion, and some
of the more interesting Amandari guests, including Mick Jagger (Room 15, loves margaritas), David Beckham (suite by the gym), Qaddafi’s sons (partied like there was no
tomorrow), and the Saudi royal family, who also took the cooking class.
“We weren’t sure how that would go, since they’re Muslim and we’re Hindu, but
after we all started cooking, they were very nice,” she said.
I thought about that while we sautéed lemongrass, lime leaf, and mounds of garlic
in shrimp paste and coconut oil. “Wow, nice aroma … everything together!” Sugi said,
grinning, and I had to agree.

m[n
Three Aman Calling Cards

➊ The place: It’s all about a sense of place.
What strikes you most after staying at several
Amans is how distinct each one is, and how
closely each resort’s design – and spirit – is
tied to its setting.
➋ The people: Staff members make you
feel like you’re part of the family, welcomed
with impeccable style and cared for with
intuitive kindness.

➌ The price: All the personalised service,
space, and serenity comes with a price,
On Bali, Aman’s rates run up to 30 percent
higher than the Four Seasons’ but are comparable to those of the new Bulgari Resort.
Travellers looking for more services and predictable comforts will prefer the larger Four
Seasons. Those in search of the intimacy of
an Aman will gladly pay more for it.

AMANRESORTS

TO UNDERSTAND WHERE THE “BAliness of Bali’s high-end resorts began,
you must make a trek to Amandari,
which opened in 1989 along the Ayung
River Gorge outside Ubud. A nondescript rural lane leads to an open-air
lobby designed after a wantilan, or
village meeting place (albeit one with
Javanese marble floors). Amandari is
the oldest Aman in Indonesia, and I
wondered if it might feel dated, but it
doesn’t in the least. Its extraordinary
setting overlooking a green canyon
and its design, nestled amid the jungle
and village rather than walled off from
them, feel timeless.
Amandari has some of the best cultural programs I’ve encountered at a
resort, with a rich calendar drawn from
its years in the community. The hotel
hosts cocktails with Ubud writers and
photographers, and supports a celebrated dance program for local kids. When
a fellow guest mentioned an interest in
Bali’s traditional funeral processions,
the hotel arranged for a small group
of us to attend a rare royal cremation,
something I would have surely missed
on my own.
But the high point for me was the
cooking class, in which I spent a morning making duck curry and sautéing
fiddlehead ferns in the courtyard of a
traditional Balinese home adjacent to

PHILIPP ENGELHORN

Amankila vignettes: A jukung afloat,
Jungle vista, and the iconic pool.

AMANKILA IS THE MOST OVERTLY
romantic of the Indonesian Amans,
AMANKILA
with a palette of white, cream, and
INFINITE ROMANCE
amber; an understated open-air lobby
Oceanfront, East Bali
36 suites
accented by pots of white bougainvilA five-minute walk to the
lea; and walkways leading to villas
“Beach Club”
with views of the sea. Its iconic
triple-tiered infinity pools overlooking Lombok Strait echo lush green rice paddies terraced into the hills above.
Guests can hike down to the ocean and stake out private Wi-Fi-enhanced
beach pavilions, play with windsurfers and Hobie Cats, or opt for more fabulous
“experiences”: a picnic and snorkelling cruise aboard a 12-metre teak jukung,
a satay dinner grilled and served privately in an open-air bale pavilion perched
high in the rice paddies, a private candlelit dinner on the beach, your toes in
the sand. It’s so over the top you have to applaud the sheer creativity of it
all, the romantic spirit who said, “Why not set a table with flowers and candles
right on the sand, and string lanterns to glow under a rising full moon?”

Or, “Why not stage a traditional
kecak ‘monkey’ dance on the beach
with flaming torches in the dark?”
At the same time, it’s hard not to
notice how choreographed these
activities can be. You’re offered a
magical version of Indonesia – without any of the inconveniences,
of course.
Still, Amankila is so drop-dead
gorgeous, you realise it would be a
mistake to not savour it. You settle
onto your terrace banquette listening to the surf roll in, take a dip in
the infinity pool, jog down the cliff
steps to the sea, and dive into the
velvety waves.
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Amanjiwo’s exterior, Borobudur,
and a flowery welcome.

AMANJIWO

SPIRITUAL RETREAT
Central Java
34 suites
Overlooks Borobudur Temple
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Amanjiwo’s greatest feat, however, is the dawn trip to Borobudur, arranged
upon request. Java is 90 percent Muslim. Wake in the morning darkness to the
local muezzin’s call to prayer, and when you arrive at Borobudur soon after,
you’re escorted in silence to the top of the ninth-century Buddhist monument in
time to see the sun rise. The site thrums with spirituality and the sense that
you’re at a crossroads of beliefs: Islam, Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, animist. It’s
at once ancient and modern – and almost indescribably moving.

GO Epic Private Journeys can weave
together a multi-Aman Indonesia getaway
with delicious extras. Case in point: A
two-night journey to Moyo Island aboard a
handsome, spacious two-masted schooner and a visit to fine jeweller John Hardy’s

factory. The company can also arrange for
biking through the Balinese countryside,
trekking to small indigenous villages, and
more, all bookended by stays at various
Aman properties. Prices vary depending
upon itinerary.

PHILIPP ENGELHORN
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WHEN OUR DRIVER PULLED UP IN
front of Amanjiwo on the nearby island
of Java, a fellow passenger exclaimed,
“Adrian Zecha is a genius!” It was hard to
disagree. The resort, a round temple-like
structure resembling a domed stupa,
stands at the foot of the jagged Menoreh
Hills, about an hour’s drive north of the
ancient royal city of Yogyakarta and at
the edge of the vast Kedu Plain.
Arriving here is thrilling: The staff
lines the hotel’s entrance, showering
guests with fistfuls of pink rose petals.
Stepping into the main building, you behold a perfectly framed view of Borobudur, the world’s largest Buddhist monument. A tray of effervescent ginger beer
cocktails appears; it’s a good idea to take
one just so you can sit down and recover
from the fabulousness of it all.

Unparallelled assets:
Amanusa staff members.

PHILIPP ENGELHORN

ONCE YOU’VE STAYED AT MORE THAN A FEW TOP HOTELS, IT’S
harder to be “wowed” because the bar is so high. As I flew home, I tried to put
my finger on the Aman difference: It wasn’t just the soothing, Asian-minimalist design, or the understated luxury, or even the particular locations. More
than anything, it was the people. Somehow, the staff made me feel like I was
staying somewhere special – at least, more special than other hotels in this
lofty price range.
When I asked Adrian Zecha about this later, he replied, “I find it very difficult to explain, even for me, what an Aman is … but we look for people who have
a genuine and intuitive desire to take care of guests.” It sounds simple. Yet as
anyone who has flown an airline lately knows, not everyone has a genuine
and intuitive desire to take care of people – or if they did, it’s been pounded
out of them.
In the end, Aman hotels are serenely beautiful. What you’re paying for is a
sense of space and privacy on a human scale so rare these days it feels like paradise.
➥ Watch a video of a Hindu woman who lives
near Amandari making her daily offerings.

Rich tableaux: Amanusa decoration, Amanjiwo tabletop, and sambals at Amanusa.

Pick Your Paradise
PROPERTY

AMANUSA

WHO IT’S FOR

WORD TO THE WISE
Amanusa is expanding –
jackhammers may be heard
this year.

Deserted-island lovLuxury tents steps
ers, snorkellers, divers from the sea

Cinema under
the stars.

It takes a little effort to reach
Amanwana (by floatplane),
but those after an exceptional wild-island experience will
fall in love with the place.

Art, dance, and
culture buffs

Architectural Digest
meets Indonesian
village

Ubud’s renowned
religious processions – if
there’s a cremation ceremony scheduled, go.

The neighbourhood roosters
wake early!

Couples, honeymooners, sybarites

Stylish beach casual

East Bali

Private satay dinner in a
rice paddy bale with a view.

Guests who tire of the cliff’s
steps to the beach can take
an open-air beach buggy.

AMANJIWO

Spiritual seekers

Mystical luxe
meets architectural
perfection

Watch the sun rise from
Borobudur.

Java is fabulous – don’t
miss it.

AMANWANA
Moyo Island

AMANDARI
Ubud, Bali

AMANKILA

Central Java

Peaceful

MUST-DO
Private beach
barbecue.

Southern Bali

Golfers, shoppers,
long-distance fliers

AMBIENCE

Which slice of Indonesia is right for you?

VIRTUOSO ADVANTAGE Each of these properties gives Virtuoso travellers a room upgrade upon check-in (subject to avail-

ability), as well as complimentary continental breakfast and one lunch for two during their stay.
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Visiting Dubrovnik
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Athens was amazing — like going back in time…

BEGIN YOUR STORY with Crystal Cruises’ award-winning service,
unparalleled choices, extraordinary luxury and great value. To learn more about all of
our exciting itineraries, and to book your voyage, contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist:
• Book by 30 June, 2012, for best available Book Now fares
• Our fares always include: complimentary gratuities, fine wines, premium spirits,
specialty dining from chefs like Nobu Matsuhisa and so much more
• Most voyages start or end with an overnight in port

Voyage

Days

Date

Destination

Itinerary

Ship

2321
2322
2323
2324
2326

12
12
12
12
11

30 Sep
12 Oct
24 Oct
5 Nov
28 Nov

Mediterranean
Med. & Holy Land
Mediterranean
Mediterranean
Med. & Canary Islands

Venice to Athens
Athens to Venice
Venice to Istanbul
Istanbul to Barcelona
Lisbon to Barcelona

Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity
Crystal Serenity

Brochure Per Person
Fares From

Book Now Per Person
Fares From

US$9,835
US$11,645
US$9,845
US$9,265
US$8,645

US$4,490
US$4,900
US$4,500
US$4,000
US$3,760

Book with your Virtuoso Travel Specialist and you will also receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on all 2012
sailings, including:
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception

• Full-day shore event or shipboard credit on select categories/sailings
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customised options

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist to book your cruise aboard the World’s Best and
receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

B E G I N A N E W S T O RY.

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category C on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only made between 1/5/2012 and 30/6/2012
and include port, security and handling charges of US$465-US$505. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional air add-ons are available from designated Crystal Cruises gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all government taxes and
fees. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants.
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. All fares, itineraries,
programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2012 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Port Authority
DINING, SOUVENIR SHOPPING,

AND EXPLORING:

10 ON THE CRUISE CIRCUIT

OF OUR FAVOURITE STOPS
By Elaine Glusac
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Pulling into port: Just
one reason we love cruises.
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Today’s cruise ships

are floating resorts with everything from water parks and thermal spas
to cooking classes with celebrity chefs and more. But port calls are the
raison d’être of cruising, and your travel specialist can help you plan the
perfect day in each one. Here’s what to do when your ship drops anchor.

1 Barcelona, Spain

A living museum to Antoni Gaudí
and other modernist architects, with
a legendary food scene and an appetite
for late nights.
THE EXCURSION: Virginia Irurita of

Made for Spain sends Virtuoso clients
with a guide to two offbeat stops: the
Santa Caterina market (instead of the
crowded Boqueria) and the Colònia
Güell church crypt just outside of
town. “It’s a masterpiece by Gaudí,” she
says. “You have to see it to understand
his Sagrada Família chapel.”
THE MEAL: From breakfast to latenight tapas, locals fill Bar Velódromo
for chef Carles Abellán’s modern
Catalan food and the art deco-period
interiors. Carrer de Muntaner 213;
34-93/430-6022.

Joieria offers enamel and gemstone
jewellery in its flagship store in Josep
Puig’s modernist landmark, Casa
Amatller. Passeig de Gràcia 41; 34-93/
216-0174.
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THE SHOP: Founded in 1839, Bagués

2 Sitka, Alaska

Wildlife watching, Russian
and Tlingit culture, and a blossoming
arts scene.
THE EXCURSION: Birmingham,

Alabama-based Virtuoso specialist
Margaret Propper, who has visited
Alaska 44 times, books clients on a sixpassenger boat to view the abundant
wildlife – whales, sea otters, bald eagles,
sea lions, puffins, and even brown
bears – followed by a visit to remote
hot springs where you can soak in one
of three handmade wooden tubs.
THE MEAL: Local musicians regularly
play the convivial Larkspur Café, which
serves staples like soup and sandwiches
along with just-caught seafood in the
historic 1909 Cable House. 2 Lincoln
Street; 1-907/966-2326.

DARYL PEDERSON/ALASKASTOCK

THE SHOP: Original watercolour

landscapes, handmade cards, pottery,
jewellery, and more by local artisans fill
the Baranof Arts & Crafts Association
shop in Harrigan Hall. 330 Harbor Drive;
1-907/747-3225.
Sitka splendor. Opposite:
Barcelona’s Colònia Güell church.
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3

Sydney,
Australia

More than 155 miles of city beaches, a
new cruise terminal, and an expanded
Museum of Contemporary Art (don’t
miss the harbour views from its new
rooftop café) – no wonder cruise
ship visits are up 40 percent this year.
THE EXCURSION: Even though you

sail into Sydney, you won’t get a sense
of its historic, sight-filled, and intimate
harbour unless you take a small boat,
says Virtuoso’s Peter Askin of Aussie
tour operator Southern World. He
recommends a cruise by private
yacht, stopping for a backstage tour
at the Sydney Opera House.
THE MEAL: Take a scenic 30-minute

ferry ride from Circular Quay to
Hugo’s in Manly Wharf for creative
pizzas (try the fig and Gorgonzola),
pastas, and seafood with waterfront
seating. Shop 1, Manly Wharf; 61-2/
9357-4411.

rian-era shopping arcade, The Strand
Arcade is an architectural sight and
a high-end shopping destination for
homegrown fashion designers like
Jayson Brunsdon and Alex Perry.
412-414 George Street; 61-2/9232-4199.
The Victorian-era Strand
Arcade in Sydney.
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THE SHOP: The only surviving Victo-

4 Singapore

Splashy cultural newcomers,
including the ArtScience Museum and
upcoming Gardens by the Bay, join traditional “hawker” street food stalls in this
booming city.
THE EXCURSION: The last villages, or

THE MEAL: Foodies trek to the

red-light Geylang district to dine
at the no-frills Sin Huat Eating
House, which dishes superior
seafood that includes spicy sea
snails, garlic prawns, and the
signature noodle dish Crab Bee
Hoon. 659/661 Geylang Road;
65/6744-9755.

THE SHOP: Several historic streets
were given glass roofs and airconditioning to become Bugis
Junction, a shopping arcade with
boutiques mixing international
fashion brands like Topshop and
local designers such as trendy
Puremilk and feminine Iora. 200
Victoria Street; 65/6557-6557.

Singapore’s Marina Bay.

PAUL RUSSELL/CORBIS

kampongs, in Singapore reside on the
island of Pulau Ubin, a peaceful, naturefocused escape from the urban frenzy,
now part of the national park system and

home to boardwalks providing access to
wildlife-rich wetlands. 65/6542-4108.
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6 Copenhagen,
Denmark
A hub for new Nordic cuisine and modern
design, and an emerging leader in urban
environmentalism, where a third of commuters travel by bike.
THE EXCURSION: The Ordrupgaard

art museum spans a 1918 manor and a
modern wing by architect Zaha Hadid,
both home to an impressive collection
of Danish and French art from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Vilvordevej 110; 45/3964-1183.
THE MEAL: Gourmets champion
the new Restaurant Relæ from chef
Christian Puglisi (who last worked at
Noma) for its friendly atmosphere and
emphasis on seasonal quality. Jaegersborggade 41; 45/3696-6609.
THE SHOP: On the main shopping thoroughfare, Illums Bolighus is a design
dream store, with selections for rooms
from nursery to office. Amagertorv 10;
45/3314-1941.

5 Valparaíso, Chile

The gentrifying hillside neighbourhoods
of Cerro Alegre and Cerro Concepción provide
new polish in this romantic port city that was
the east-west trade nexus, pre-Panama Canal.
Owner of several houses in
Chile, Pablo Neruda cherished La Sebastiana on
Mount Florida for the sea views that inspired his
Nobel-winning poetry. The house, now a museum
open to visitors, is filled with a fittingly quirky
collection of objects, including a carousel horse.
Ferrari 692; 56-32/225-6606.

THE MEAL: Take a seat on the terrace of a restored
mansion at Restaurant Montealegre for panoramic views of the harbour below and plates of
ceviche and pesto-crusted salmon. Calle Higuera
133; 56-32/249-7900.
THE SHOP: One of Cerro Concepción’s small

design workshops, Bazar La Pasión showcases
local designers’ jewellery, clothing, and accessories
amid reupholstered retro furniture. Almirante Jorge
Montt 1; 56-32/249-4321.
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THE EXCURSION:

7

Falmouth,
Jamaica

This historic eighteenth-century port
with Georgian buildings shows off
its recent US$180 million restoration.
THE EXCURSION: To best appreciate
Falmouth’s renaissance, take the
two-hour Falmouth Heritage
walking tour. Highlights range from
balcony-ringed planters’ homes to the
grand 1815 courthouse, destroyed by
fire in 1926 but recently rebuilt to
original plans.
THE MEAL: Follow the coast a short
distance east of downtown Falmouth
to Time ’n’ Place, a beach shack
restaurant strung with hammocks
serving Jamaican classics such as jerk
chicken, coconut shrimp, and grilled
lobster – washed down with Red Stripe,
of course. 1-876/843-3625.
THE SHOP: Haggle over woven baskets

IVAN VDOVIN/ALAMY

and Jamaican-grown coffee among the
craft and souvenir stalls at Albert
George Shopping and Historical
Centre in quaint Water Square.

Order up: Jamaican jerk chicken.
Opposite: Illums Bolighus,
and architecture in Valpairaíso.
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8 Cape Town, South Africa

Table Mountain, more than 100 galleries, and a wave of new
waterfront development sparked by the 2010 World Cup call cruisers
to Cape Town, named World Design Capital for 2014. Acclaimed
wineries, wildlife-rich national parks, and breezy coastal towns are
just a short drive away.
Virtuoso’s Judy Udwin, an Atlanta, Georgiabased travel specialist and South Africa specialist, recommends a
chauffeur-driven tour by vintage sidecar to Cape Point, the tip of
the Cape Peninsula. “The Atlantic and Indian oceans look like they
have a marker between them,” she says. “Plus the drive there is
even more beautiful than going from San Francisco to Big Sur.”
THE MEAL: Head to the colourfully painted Bo-Kaap district for
Cape Malay food – curries and stews created by the descendants of
Indonesian slaves using Asian spices and native produce – at the
casual Noon Gun, overlooking the waterfront. 273 Longmarket
Street; 27-21/424-0529.
THE SHOP: Check out the repurposed Old Biscuit Mill, now home

to bohemian design shops, clothing boutiques, ceramic studios,
and food stalls, busiest during the Saturday morning green market.
373-375 Albert Road; 27-21/447-8194.
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Majestic views, from top:
South Africa’s Stellenbosch
and Table Mountain.

(STELLENBOSCH) HEIKO MEYER/LAIF/REDUX, (BEACH) DOOK

THE EXCURSION:

9 Abu Dhabi,

The Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi.

U.A.E.

Dubai’s neighbour mixes culture and
glitz with new attractions that include
the gleaming Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque and the automotive theme
park Ferrari World.
THE EXCURSION: Horse racing is
both sport and event here, and most
Sundays from October through
March, Arabian purebreds run on
Abu Dhabi Equestrian Club’s grass
track. One noted difference here:
Gambling is illegal. The grounds are
also home to a golf club, popular with
night golfers. 971-2/445-5500.
THE MEAL: A converted villa deco-

rated with local art and lanterns
dangling from the ceiling, Café
Arabia dishes up a romantic atmosphere along with sandwiches, salads,
and such Middle Eastern staples as
hummus. 15th Street between 2nd/Airport Road and 24th Karamah; 971-2/
643-9699.
THE SHOP: At Marina Mall, Emirati
artist Azza Al Qubaisi runs the nonprofit Made in UAE shop; devoted to
nurturing local artisans, it’s a good
place to find handwoven scarves and
silver jewellery.

RIVER CRUISE

JON HICKS/CORBIS, (DANUBE) ESTOCK TRAVEL

10

Vienna, Austria

The Austrian capital underscores
its affection for the modern with the
opening of the new 21er Haus contemporary
art museum, the renovation of its museum
of modern art, and a yearlong celebration of
the 150th anniversary of Gustav Klimt’s
birth, featuring a series of exhibits.

The Danube River.

THE EXCURSION: Beneath Vienna’s
cobblestoned streets lie labyrinthine
wine cellars. Tour the underground hold
of 300-year-old Schlumberger Cellars,
makers of sparkling wine, before a
tasting session. By appointment only;
Heiligenstädter Strasse 43; 43-1/368-2259.

THE MEAL: Skopik & Lohn takes
Viennese food in a deliciously modern
direction, artfully presenting such
comfort food staples as Wiener
schnitzel and roast chicken in a
room decorated with black scribbles
scrawled across the walls. Leopoldsgasse 17; 43-1/219-8977.
THE SHOP: Swarovski’s flagship

store in Vienna features commissioned art installations on three
levels. Take a break from the dazzle
at its in-house Moët & Chandon
Champagne bar. Kärntner Strasse 24;
43-1/324-0000.
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VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
FREE NIGHT ON THE CALIFORNIA COAST
With its crashing waves, pristine beaches, fresh ocean air, and creative artist-colony vibe, Laguna Beach is
Southern California’s “it” destination. Stretch out on an oceanview balcony at Montage Laguna Beach.
Savour French cuisine with a California twist and indulge in the celeb-centric spa. The fourth night is
complimentary until 14 June.
Virtuoso guests receive view upgrade; US$50 (approx. AU$48/NZ$61) daily breakfast credit; late checkout; and
complimentary roundtrip transfer to South Coast Plaza shopping centre. Contact your Virtuoso travel specialist for
current rates.

GLAM RETREAT IN BEVERLY HILLS
Montage Beverly Hills creates a welcoming respite amid Los Angeles’ most exciting and sophisticated
pleasures. Artfully crafted experiences await each guest at the hotel’s acclaimed spa, rooftop pool
and cabanas, exquisite restaurants, and handsome guestrooms, rich with both modern comforts and the
classic ambiance of a historic Beverly Hills estate.
From US$550 (approx. AU$529/NZ$669) per night with US$100 credit for Spa Montage services. Virtuoso guests also
receive a room upgrade; split of Champagne upon arrival; and daily full breakfast.

WORLD OF CALM IN JAPAN’S CUTTING-EDGE CAPITAL
A soothing retreat from the city’s noise and neon, Grand Hyatt Tokyo is part of the upscale Roppongi
Hills cultural centre. Expect daring artworks and dramatic lighting in the public areas, and 32-inch flatscreen televisions and Frette linens in the guestrooms. Gastronomy? Everything from sushi to French and
Italian. NAGOMI Spa and Fitness provides a serene facility for fitness and relaxation.
Rates from 33,695 yen (approx. AU$400/NZ$506 at press time) includes consumption tax and service charge for single
occupancy, per night, per room. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available; daily breakfast; US$100 food and
beverage or spa credit; and waived entertainment fee at Maduro, the main hotel bar.

MYSTICAL STAY ON THE ROOF OF THE WORLD
Tibet’s first international luxury hotel, the stunning St. Regis Lhasa Resort is located in the ancient
Barkhor area, just minutes from the holy Potala Palace and Jokhang Temple. Choose from 150 oversized
rooms and villas or 12 impressive suites. Dine on authentic Tibetan and Nepalese cuisine, and savour
vintages from the region’s first wine bar.
Ask your Virtuoso travel specialist for best available rates. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available; daily buffet
breakfast; and US$100 spa or food and beverage credit.

BEST OF BERLIN
First, the location: Hotel Adlon Kempinski Berlin enjoys an enviable spot close to the city’s most
famous landmark (the Brandenburg Gate where East meets West Berlin) and its exclusive boutiques,
galleries and theatres. This iconic five-star property is Berlin’s premier address and exudes the ultimate
in elegance, style and sophistication. Adlon’s true hallmark, however, is its unique and unsurpassed
aura of tradition with modern luxuries.
Then, there’s the food: fabulous French fare at Restaurant Quarré, classic haute cuisine (served with
spectacular views of the Brandenburg Gate) at two-Michelin-starred Lorenz Adlon Esszimmer,
Restaurant Gabriele evoking the taste and aromas of the Italian countryside, and uma restaurant
with its modern interpretation of Japanese cuisine. When dinner’s done, head to the trendy Shochu
Bar or to Felix, the über-hip celeb-centric, people-watching paradise frequented by experienced clubbers
and partiers.
Rates from US$300 (approx. AU$288/NZ$365 at press time) per night. Virtuoso guests receive a guaranteed upgrade to
next highest room category at time of booking (higher upgrades will be given if available at check-in); daily gourmet buffet
breakfast; EUR50 (approx. US$70) food and beverage credit once during stay; complimentary use of Adlon pool and gym;
and more.

WOW HOTEL ON WAIKIKI
The Royal Hawaiian, a Luxury Collection Resort has been a commanding presence on the Waikiki
beachfront for 85 years. Following a multimillion-dollar transformation, “The Pink Palace” wows guests
with renovated and redecorated rooms and suites, an opulent spa, and signature seafood restaurant
featuring locally caught fish and award-winning Hawaiian cuisine.
Contact your Virtuoso travel specialist for best available rates. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available;
breakfast daily; US$100 (approx. AU$96/NZ$122) resort credit; a Welcome Amenity and late checkout, if available.

FAMILY STAY IN STORYBOOK PRAGUE
With its cobbled streets, horse-drawn carriage rides, boat cruises on the Vltava, and spectacular zoo,
Prague reigns as a top destination for kids. Set in the shadows of Prague Castle, the 14th-century
Mandarin Oriental Prague extends the red carpet to families. Book a Deluxe room for two or more
nights and save 50 percent on a second room for your children.
Valid through 27 Dec 2012. Rates for second room from EUR$177 (approx. AU$223/NZ$283 at press time) per night.

THE MED BY INTIMATE SHIP
The Seabourn Pride with only 208 guests, circles the Mediterranean this spring, dropping anchor off
four seductive islands – Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and Mallorca – on a 14-day return voyage from Civitavecchia (Rome). From Naples, you can zip over to Capri; from Marseille, you can explore Provence. Other
itinerary highlights: Livorno (gateway to Florence), Monte Carlo, Barcelona, Valencia, and Portoferraio.
Departs Civitavecchia 27 Oct 2012. Virtuoso oceanview fares from US$4,269 (approx. AU$4,104/NZ$5,194 at press
time) per person, double occupancy.

WARSAW, BUDAPEST, VIENNA, AND PRAGUE
Castles, concerts, culture, and the celebrated café life: You’ll experience it all on Tauck’s two-week trip
through the centre of “Old Europe.” Look forward to a Chopin piano recital in Warsaw, private
palace concert in Vienna, Danube dinner cruise in Budapest, and special evening at Lobkowicz Palace in
Prague Castle.
Choice of departure dates until 13 Oct 2012. From US$5,147 (approx. AU$4,948/NZ$6,263 at press time) per person.
Includes hotels and most meals. Special Singles Savings: Save US$400 (approx. AU$385/NZ$487) on single room price
on 26 May, 30 Jun, and 13 Oct.

EUROPEAN LUXURY IN THE MED
No one knows Europe better than Silversea Cruises, the cruise line owned and operated by an
Italian family, the Lefebvres of Rome. Catering to well-travelled guests from around the globe,
Silversea offers a highly personalised and hospitable cruising experience. (The service ratio is
nearly one staff member per guest.) In August, the 540-guest Silver Spirit explores the Mediterranean on a
14-day sailing between Athens and Monte Carlo. Dine on squid and mussels in a Monemvasia taverna then
discover Corfu, the greenest of the Greek islands; Kotor, a UNESCO World Heritage Site; and the Old
Town of Split which wraps around a luxe palace. A two-night stay in Venice allows time to visit all the
must-sees and stroll normally-packed Piazza San Marco in the moonlight, after the tourists have departed.
The cruise concludes with calls at Dubrovnik, Messina, Sorrento, and Bonifacio.
Butler service and complimentary wine, Champagne, and spirits are just a few of the many included
amenities on this luxury cruise. Virtuoso guests receive US$1,000 Onboard Spending Credit per suite
which can be used for spa treatments, specialty restaurants, Silver Shore excursions, premium spirits and
rare vintages from the Connoisseur’s List, boutique purchases, Internet packages, laundry service,
personal fitness training, and direct-dial phone calls.
Departs Athens 20 Aug 2012. Virtuoso oceanview fares from US$7,121 per person, double occupancy. Virtuoso guests
enjoy a host, cocktail reception, and complimentary shore excursion.

SOUVENIR

THE FIND: MILESTONE PJ’S
All the stereotypes about aging denizens of The Hills apply: Recipient of nips and tucks galore. Privy
to scandals by the dozen. Glam as the day is long. In honor of her 100th birthday this year, The Beverly
Hills Hotel (who has never looked better, thank you very much) presents a year of special events and
commemorative gestures, from a time capsule opening and book release to a silver screen-inspired
cocktail list. Mark this blushing grande dame’s milestone with limited-edition, 350-thread-count cotton
pajamas. Put them on, order a bottle of Dom from room service, and toast to another 100 years of
fabulousness. Pajamas in pink or blue, available through 2012 in the hotel’s boutique.
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Cosy up to The Beverly Hills Hotel’s centennial.

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

............ 2010 ..................... 2011 ..................... 2012 ..................... 2013 ..................... 2014 ............

Virtuoso
Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE.
Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso travel specialist ensures
your RETURN on LIFE. From weekend getaways to longer holidays, they collaborate with you on all of
your travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel specialist, but are interested in learning more about
the advantages of being a Virtuoso traveller, please contact us today at info@virtuoso.com.au.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.

www.virtuoso.com.au

A Virtuoso travel specialist aims to serve all your travel needs, and then
pleasantly surprise you by going well beyond. And, as a client of a
Virtuoso travel specialist, you are entitled to these very Virtuoso travel perks:

• Customised Holidays – Designed with you and for you
• VIP Treatment – Upgrades and amenities
• Peace of Mind – Someone to count on 24/7

If you do not currently have a travel specialist, but are interested in
speaking to one, please, contact us today at info@virtuoso.com.au.
Read about the experiences of real Virtuoso travellers on page 16.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.

