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C A L I F O R N I A  D R E A M I N G

It is our great pleasure to work with Virtuoso to bring 
you this special California feature. With 66 Virtuoso  
hotels and resorts in the state – more than any other 
state in the country – California is proud to hold a very 
special relationship with the network and with you, the 
Virtuoso Life reader.

California’s signature interpretation of laid-back luxury 
and its incredible wealth of experiences have always  
appealed to discerning travelers from around the globe. 
The Golden State offers superior quality, authenticity,  
exclusivity, and meaningful experiences – all with a  
distinctly Californian vibe.

From world-class resorts and one-of-a-kind culinary  
offerings to the vibrant culture and entertainment land-
scape, California is the ultimate dream vacation destination.

We have curated extraordinary experiences and the-
matic, regional itineraries to showcase just some of the 
noteworthy experiential elements that can be integrated 
into your next California journey – one that will be remem-
bered for a lifetime. 

So, sit back, relax, and put yourself in the Golden State of 
mind. We look forward to welcoming you to California soon!

Dream big,

 

Caroline Beteta
President & CEO
Visit California

Welcome to 
the Golden State 
of Luxury.

 WELCOME
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Join artists, gallery owners, and col-

lectors to experience L.A. through a 

creative lens, when Frieze Los Angeles 

touches down at Hollywood’s Para-

mount Pictures Studios, February 14 

through 17, 2019. The global art fair from 

the team behind Frieze magazine and art 

fairs in London and New York will feature 

booths and displays from 68 leading 

galleries representing 13 cities, including 

L.A. (of course), New York City, Seoul, 

Mexico City, London, Beirut, São Paulo, 

and Glasgow.

One highly anticipated highlight of 

Frieze Los Angeles: a structure designed 

specifically for the fair by celebrated  

architect Kulapat Yantrasast, founder 

of wHY. The L.A.-based firm’s collabora-

tions with renowned artists such as Jeff 

Koons and Ellsworth Kelly – and more 

than 20 major cultural institutions – has 

made Yantrasast an art-world favorite.

In addition to gallery pop-ups, expect 

a slate of presentations, screenings, 

performances, poetry, and projects on-

site and around the city, highlighting Los 

Angeles as a hotbed of interdisciplinary 

experimentation. frieze.com.
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Quintessential California
Events and eats for your next trip.

FRESH TASTES
Art forays in the city often lead to Downtown 

L.A. – home to The Broad and MOCA, among 

other museums – and the Arts District on its 

eastern flank, where smart shops rub shoul-

ders with hot new restaurants. New this fall, 

James Beard Award-winner Jessica Largey puts 

produce at the center of Simone’s dishes in a 

restored 1921 building with art deco touches. 

Another newcomer, Nightshade, helmed by  

Top Chef winner Mei Lin, features a seafood-

forward menu that draws on diverse traditions 

(lasagna with Sichuan peppercorns, for ex-

ample) and is plated with exquisite – you might 

say artful – care.

STAY L.A. doesn’t get more glam-
orous than the corner of Beverly 
and Wilshire, where the 201-room 
Montage Beverly Hills provides a  
perfect home base for a deep dive 
into the arts. Plus, it’s one block 
from Rodeo Drive, and home to a 
rooftop pool and a destination spa.  
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast 
daily and a $100 resort credit.

From top: A Kulapat Yantrasast 
installation, Yantrasast, and  

Paramount Pictures Studios. 

Montage Beverly Hills’ 
rooftop pool.

Simone chef 
Jessica Largey.

FAIR PLAY
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When the Farm Is the Table
During an Outstanding in the Field feast, the 

farm-to-table gap can be mere inches. Since 

1999, this culinary caravan has partnered 

with top regional chefs to stage multicourse 

feasts at a long communal table at ranches, 

in gardens and groves, and on docks and sea-

shores around the globe. Guests at one of these 

pop-ups may find themselves sitting next to the 

farmer who grew the greens, the fisherfolk who 

reeled in the catch, or the cheesemaker who 

separated the curds from the whey. Tickets for 

winter dates – including a February dinner at 

Flying Disc Ranch, a date-palm garden in 

Thermal, California, near Palm Springs (date 

still to be announced at press time) – go on 

sale in November. More California dates in 

May and June will be announced soon. 

outstandinginthefield.com.

Founded in 1981 by a small group of California winery owners, including the 

famed Mondavis, Auction Napa Valley has become an internationally celebrated 

charity wine event. The four-day affair (May 30 through June 2, 2019) features 

private, vintner-hosted parties; single-case auctions of 100 or more lots that 

include straight-from-the-barrel tastings with the winemakers; and the grand 

Live Auction Celebration on the grounds of the exclusive Meadowood Napa Valley 

resort. There’s plenty to celebrate: Profits support local organizations focused 

on community health and children’s education. auctionnapavalley.org.

PUT IT ON ICE
Glide into the holidays: Novem-

ber 22 through New Year’s Day, 

San Diego’s historic Hotel del 
Coronado hosts a beachfront 

ice rink that captures the magic 

of the season without the po-

tential for frostbite. A rink-side 

lounge featuring firepits, hot 

cocoa, and holiday-themed 

libations are further incentives 

to park the surfboard for a bit. 

Virtuoso travelers receive break-

fast daily and a $100 spa credit.

Raise a Glass

Auction Napa Valley and (right) 
Hotel del Coronado’s ice rink.

Table to farm:  
Preparing to feast with 

Outstanding in the Field.
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 DRIVE TIME

Take the High Road

The classic drive through Big Sur, along the Central 

Coast’s twisting Highway 1, is one of the world’s most un-

forgettable expanses of coastline. Beginning in Monterey 
County, the roughly 90-mile-long stretch of redwood- and 

fog-trimmed waterfront between Carmel-by-the-Sea and 

Hearst Castle calls out to travelers (and writers such as 

Henry Miller and Beat Generation darling Jack Kerouac) 

with an almost palpable allure. But for more than a year, 

making the trip was almost impossible.

For 14 months, the drive was off-limits after a landslide 

buried a quarter-mile stretch of highway south of Big 

Sur – which, for most of last year, found itself a coastal 

“island” due to another landslide that took out a bridge to 

Convertibles meet cliff-hugging ocean-view highways in the  
Golden State – the promised land of the road trip. 

ONLY IN CALIFORNIA! The state’s preponderance of tall mountains relatively close to the coast makes it possible to surf and ski in the same day. 
There are several ways to score a so-called California Double, including from Huntington Beach to Big Bear and from Ventura’s Surfers Point to Mountain High. 

the town’s north. Thanks to some faster-than-expected 

repairs, the road reopened this summer, granting access 

once more to Bixby Bridge’s arched span, cliff-topping  

Nepenthe restaurant (home to the famed Ambrosia  

Burger), and sublime coastal perches for viewing endan-

gered California condors.

Launch day trips north and south from Post Ranch Inn, 

a nineteenth-century mountain homestead turned archi-

tectural wonder 1,200 feet above the Pacific, where all  

39 guest rooms are tucked into reclaimed redwood mod-

ules with glass walls, or from 59-room Ventana Big Sur, 
set on 160 acres of coastal old-growth forest. Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit  

at each property.

Big Sur Revs Up

Big Sur’s Bixby Bridge and 
(inset) Post Ranch Inn.
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Start Your Engines
Put some wind in your hair with 

a classic California drive.

1. Wind through wine country.
Northern California is revered worldwide for its hundreds 

of wineries spread across hillsides and valleys. But there’s 

more to Napa, Sonoma, and Mendocino counties than 

great grapes – travelers can easily fill days learning about 

the local bounty while bouncing between spa treatments 

and cellar tastings. From San Francisco, set your GPS for 

Napa, then head north/northwest to Sonoma and  

Mendocino. Recommended stops include Saint Helena’s 

Culinary Institute of America in California, where you can 

book a cooking demo. In Sonoma, take a picnic to Preston 
Farm & Winery in Healdsburg’s Dry Creek Valley, where you 

can taste organic zinfandel, meet sheep, and learn about 

biodynamic farming. Just north in Mendocino, search for 

sea-polished glass and explore tide pools teeming with 

aquatic life at Fort Bragg’s MacKerricher State Park. 

2. Take it slow along the Central Coast.
For such a short drive (some 50-plus miles), Highway 1 from 

San Luis Obispo north to Morro Bay and Ragged Point 

packs in a lot. Although you could cover it in under an hour, 

with charming beach towns and long stretches of unspoiled 

coastline, why hurry? The journey includes a trifecta of 

seaside towns: Cayucos, where Old West ranching tradition 

plays well with serious surfing; Harmony, a historic cream-

ery hamlet that’s home to just 18 people, a boutique winery, 

and a vintage 1957 ice cream truck; and Cambria, an artsy 

coastal village in a forest of Monterey pines. The journey’s 

crown jewel: Hearst Castle, a Mediterranean estate that 

out-Hollywoods Hollywood. 

3. Get your kicks on Route 66.
Dubbed “the Mother Road” by novelist John Steinbeck, 

Route 66, the main route for generations of people head-

ing west in search of the California dream, remains one of 

the country’s most iconic road trips. A three- to four-day 

drive starting in sunny Santa Monica takes you through 

the well-heeled haunts of Pasadena and San Bernardino 

to Barstow, a remote desert town and home to the wacky 

storage closet of the region’s memorabilia: the Route 66 
Mother Road Museum. Farther east, the land turns drier 

and the views grow more surreal. Solitude doesn’t get much 

more beautiful than in the Mojave National Preserve and 

Joshua Tree National Park, with a break to rehydrate at 

Palm Springs.

ROLL WITH IT: Whether you want to live large 
in L.A. or tackle a road trip in style, a humdrum 

rental car won’t do. With more than 130 makes and 
models in its fleet – from classic muscle cars and 
sassy Mini Coopers to eco-smart Priuses and Teslas 
and luxe convertible Bentleys, Range Rovers, and 
Lamborghinis – Midway Car Rental elevates the entire 
experience with personalized service, free delivery 
and pickup in Los Angeles, and no annoying shuttles 
at the airport.  

SANTA 
MONICA

PASADENA SAN 
BERNARDINO

BARSTOW

PALM 
SPRINGS

SAN LUIS 
OBISPO

MORRO 
BAY

RAGGED 
POINT

SAN FRANCISCO

NAPA

SONOMA

MENDOCINO
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 FOOD & DRINK

WHEN IN SAN DIEGO …
Explore the local beer scene:  

There are so many breweries and 

different types of beer to try. Many 

brewers have become a huge success 

from a hobby they started in their  

own kitchens.

WITH FRIENDS ON A  
NIGHT OFF, I’M GOING TO:
Grand Ole BBQ y Asado, an outdoor 

restaurant where you can watch 

them smoke meats. Show up early 

and BYOB – you’ll be waiting in line, 

but it’s worth it.

BEST SUNDAY BRUNCH:
Provisional, of course! But seri-

ously, we feature one of the city’s 

best brunches, changing our menu 

seasonally and serving fun, over-the-

top shareable dishes.

FAVORITE ROOFTOP BAR:
Fairweather, a tiki bar overlooking 

Petco Park – it’s a great place to get a 

free peek at the baseball game.

THE ONE DISH EVERY 
VISITOR SHOULD TRY 
IN SAN DIEGO:
Spicy sesame ramen from Tajima – 

I like to add corn to mine.

TO RELAX, I GO …
Golfing. There are so many beautiful 

golf courses in San Diego, and even if 

you’re a horrible golfer like me you 

can still enjoy the views.

A BEACH EVERYONE 
SHOULD VISIT:
Moonlight State Beach in Encinitas, 

for great waves and few rocks.

MY CALIFORNIA 
INDULGENCE:
Santa Barbara spot prawns: 
They’re so delicious and sweet,  

a California delicacy.

Two top chefs reveal 
where to eat, drink, play, 
and explore for the 
best of California.

ONLY IN CALIFORNIA!  
Chef Sloan’s guilty pleasure is a loaded 
burger from Hodad’s: “double bacon, 
double patty, American and blue cheese – 
and, of course, a side of onion rings.”

Missouri-born chef de cuisine 
Brandon Sloan, 29, oversees  

Provisional Kitchen, Cafe & Mer-

cantile at the Pendry San Diego 
hotel. He grew up dreaming of 

California and moved to San Diego 

for its beautiful climate, beaches, 

and amazing produce.

Trade 
Secrets

Brunch at 
Provisional 
Kitchen, Cafe & 
Mercantile.

Fairweather’s 
peekaboo deck.
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WHY VISIT – OR 
BETTER YET,  
MOVE TO – SONOMA?
We’re blessed with some of  

the best local ingredients in  

our own backyard, combined 

with world-class wineries. You 

can’t get that anywhere else  

in the country. 

WHEN IN SONOMA …
During summer, everyone should 

go to the square’s Tuesday-night 

Farmers’ Market. 

BEST SUNDAY  
BRUNCH:
I just love OSO Sonoma, down-

town on the square.

THE UNDER-THE-RADAR 
WINERY TO PUT ON  
YOUR LIST: 
Silver Cloud Winery, because  

it’s a small-production winery.  

It’s up in the hills and the views  

are amazing.

THE ONE DISH EVERYONE 
SHOULD EAT IN SONOMA:
Cochon Volant BBQ Smoke-
house does this amazing beef 

short rib! I love to take people 

there on my night off.

 

TO RELAX, I GO …
Walking on the beach and cliffs  

at Salmon Creek.

 

FOR A LONG  
WEEKEND, IT’S:
Big Sur. It’s just beautiful up 

there, and great for cycling.

 

TIP FOR WINETASTING ON 
SONOMA’S MAIN SQUARE:
The best thing to do is to talk to 

our concierge so they can help 

tailor a winetasting tour to  

your liking.  

Last summer, executive chef  
Marcellus Coleman took the  

reins at the Fairmont Sonoma  
Mission Inn & Spa. After nearly 

two decades in top kitchens on the 

East Coast (and a victory on Food  

Network’s Chopped), he has 

settled into Sonoma, which he de-

scribes as “a chef’s dream locale.”

City Hall on Sonoma’s 
town square.

Sunset at  
Salmon Creek.
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 NATIONAL PARKS

Clockwise from top left: Yosemite, Joshua Tree, Channel Islands, and Death Valley.

Park It Here
California has nine national parks – more than 
any other state. Here are six to put on your list.
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1 Yosemite National Park
Famous for its plunging wa-

terfalls and massive granite 
faces, this unparalleled parkland, 

designated a UNESCO World Heritage 

site in 1984, attracts 4 million visitors 

each year for good reason. Covering 

more than 1,100 square miles (nearly 

the size of Rhode Island), its natural 

attractions range from Yosemite Val-

ley’s sheer cliffs to the alpine beauty 

of Tuolumne Meadows.

The park rewards visits year-round: 

Spring brings gushing waterfalls; sum-

mer allows all sorts of outdoor pursuits; 

fall boasts colorful trees and fewer 

crowds; and winter turns the park into 

a snowy playground for cross-country 

skiing and snowshoeing. 

MUST-DOS

• Towering 3,593 feet above the  

Yosemite Valley floor, El Capitan is 

the undisputed king of granite mono-

liths and a mecca for daredevil rock 

climbers. Break out your binoculars 

to watch the climbers inch their way 

up the Nose. 

• Lie back in an inflatable raft, trail 

your fingers in the water, and gaze 

up at Yosemite’s granite walls as you 

lazily meander downstream on the 

gentle Merced River. 

• From easy trails along the Tuolumne 

River to more rugged paths leading 

up to the summits of lofty domes and 

granite-backed alpine lakes, there’s 

reason to roam, but know that  

Tuolumne Meadows’ 8,600-foot  

high country is accessible only from 

June through October. Tip: Plan on a 

burger and a soft-serve cone at Tu-

olumne Meadows Grill, where picnic 

tables make for a great scenic break.

2 Channel Islands 
National Park
Five islands off the Southern Cal-

ifornia coast make up one of America’s 

most remote national parks. Prized 

for its endemic plants and plenti-

ful wildlife, the “Galapagos of North 

America” has no lodgings, stores, or 

restaurants. It’s all about wraparound 

beauty, solitude, and the chance to 

totally and completely unplug. 

Visitors arrive by boat (from 

Ventura, Oxnard, or Santa Barbara) 

or light aircraft. Each island offers its 

own scenic hikes. Santa Cruz Island 

has some 15 trails; Anacapa features 

a hike to a lighthouse (one of the few 

structures you’ll see around here); 

and Santa Rosa Island’s Lobo Canyon 

welcomes exploration, with sand-

stone formations, pygmy mammoth 
fossils, and a good chance of seeing 

local island foxes. Plan on kayaking to 

experience sea caves and kelp forests 

up close. 

Depending on the time of year, watch 

for several species of whales diving, 

breaching, and spouting around the 

islands. December through April, gray 

whales migrate past en route to Mexico; 

come summer, humpbacks ply the 

waters for a buffet of krill.

GO Explore rocky coasts via landing 

craft, kayak, and stand-up paddle-

board; delve into the natural history 

of nearby Santa Catalina Island; and 

hone your nature and wildlife photog-

raphy skills with pros during National 
Geographic Expeditions’ five-day 

Channel Islands cruise aboard the 

62-passenger National Geographic 

Sea Lion. Departure: September 28, 

2019; from $2,620.

Yosemite National Park’s imposing 
Half Dome and (below) kelp forests 
and a variety of marine life off the 
Channel Islands.

ONLY IN CALIFORNIA!  From  
the hottest and driest place in North 
America to the world’s largest piece of 
granite to remote islands with their very 
own fox species, California’s national 
parks set all kinds of records. 

GO The history and ideals of 

the people behind the national 

parks permeate Tauck’s John 

Muir-inspired tour, round-trip 

from San Francisco. Created 

in partnership with Ken Burns, 

the eight-day itinerary includes 

two days of guided tours in 

Yosemite, plus visits to Sequoia 

National Park and Muir Woods. 

Departures: May 11, 18, and 27, 

2019; from $5,290.
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 NATIONAL PARKS

colorful sandstone canyons. Ex-

tremes are the norm: Death Valley 

is the hottest and driest place in 

America, with summer temperatures 

peaking above 120 degrees and just 

two inches of rain on average annu-

ally. Also extreme are the park’s el-

evations: Badwater Basin, the park’s 

lowest spot, rests at 282 feet below 

sea level, while Telescope Peak soars 

to 11,049 feet. Go high, or go very, 

very low; get hot, or chill out with 

amazing desert vistas – Death Valley 

delivers on each end of the scale.

The key to the valley is starting 

early. Wake before dawn to watch the 

badlands glow gold as the first light 

of day reaches Zabriskie Point. The 

morning sun also paints the Panamint 

Range across the valley with gorgeous 

pinks and purples. Morning is also the 

best time to look for coyotes, desert 
kit foxes, and kangaroo rats among 

the contours and ripples of the Mes-

quite Flat Dunes.

GO Ramble through salt flats and 

golden canyons, bike on surprisingly 

smooth roads, and experience Mosaic 

Canyon’s marblelike walls during  

Austin Adventures’ active five-day 

tour of Death Valley, round-trip from 

Las Vegas. Departures: Multiple 

dates, February 17 through Novem- 

ber 3, 2019; from $2,898.

4Joshua Tree  
National Park
Boulders and buttresses, rug-

ged mountains, gold-mining ruins, 

desert plains dotted with oddball 

trees – this is one weird place. Joshua 

Tree, nicknamed “J-Tree” by locals, 

lies at an ecological crossroads 

where the high Mojave Desert meets 

the low Colorado Desert. The result 

is amazing flora, including those 

wacky namesake trees (actually a 

type of yucca). Joshua Tree’s beauty 

shines around the clock, with vibrant 

sunsets melting into nights filled with 

uncountable stars.

Tread carefully here: Mother Na-

ture’s majesty and her mischief are 

both on full display in the organically 

occurring Cholla Cactus Garden, 

where a quarter-mile trail loops 

through one of the world’s densest 

concentrations of the lovely but dan-

gerous cholla cactus. With more than 

8,000 designated routes and 400 

unique rock formations, Joshua Tree 

is a climbing paradise – Echo Cove 

has plenty of routes great for first-

timers and advanced climbers alike. 

On moonless nights, almost any 

spot in Joshua Tree is good for stargaz-

ing. The desert’s low humidity, remot-

ness, and jet-black nights are perfect 

for spying constellations, planets, and 

From top: A Death Valley starscape  
and reason to stay alert in Joshua Tree.

3 Death Valley  
National Park
The largest national park 

outside Alaska, Death Valley is an 

almost unfathomable place. The 

park’s 3.3 million acres encompass 

mountain-size sand dunes, salt 

flats, mysterious singing rocks, and  
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even distant galaxies. Join a ranger-
led Night Sky program to help you 

navigate the heavens. 

GO Revealed America works with 

Virtuoso travel advisors to create cus-

tom tours of Joshua Tree and beyond. 

A seven-day adventure could include 

zipping along the park’s backroads 

and learning about its ecosystem via 

a guided four-wheel-drive tour, scram-

bling and scaling its famous walls 

and spires with a climbing pro, and 

riding bikes along the San Andreas 

Fault zone – plus, architecture and 

culinary tours of Palm Springs Valley, 

a tram ride up and dinner atop Mount 

Jacinto, and more. Departures: Any 

day through 2019; from $6,400. 

5 Lassen Volcanic 
National Park
Steaming sulfur vents, splatter-

ing mud pots, boiling springs – these 

lively features show that the earth is 

not quiet in California’s wild northeast 

corner. The park’s signature volcano, 

Lassen Peak, last blew its top in May 

1914, and its volcanic outbursts con-

tinued for three years. Today, things 

have settled down, and trails and 

overlooks let you safely see and learn 

about volcanic activity. Picture Yellow-

stone’s hot spots without the crowds – 

plus there are miles of lush forests and 

sparkling lakes to explore too.

Follow your nose: With easy access 

and plenty of in-your-face geothermal 

activity, Sulphur Works is Lassen’s 

most accessible hydrothermal area. 

The remarkable site, right near the 

park’s main road, delivers the goods – 

odiferous steam rises to the sky, and 

clay minerals splash a yellow, orange, 

and red palette across the barren 

andesite rock.

GO Virtuoso travel advisors work 

with American Excursionist to tailor 

exclusive tours of California and 

around the U.S. – such as a nine-day 

self-drive trip from Reno, Nevada, to 

San Francisco. A proposed itienary: 

Hike up an otherworldly cinder cone 

volcano, horseback ride, or soak in a 

natural thermal pool in Lassen Vol-

canic National Park; set off on a UTV 

off-road adventure and a chartered 

boat cruise in Lake Tahoe; and enjoy a 

behind-the-scenes look at a Tomales 

Bay oyster farm. VIP tastings at three 

exclusive Sonoma wineries and a day 

at the racetrack behind the wheel  

of a McLaren sports car cap it off. 

Departures: Any day through 2019; 

from $15,500 for two.

6 Redwood National Park
Hugging California’s north-

western edge, a spectacular 

network of parks protects nearly 

half of the world’s coast redwoods, 

the world’s tallest trees, which can 

stretch more than 350 feet. But 

there’s more than skyscraping cypress 

in this lush land: Majestic (and big) 

Roosevelt elk graze grassy prai-

ries, weathered driftwood dots wild 

beaches with not a footprint in sight, 

and rushing rivers tumble into the sea. 

Three state parks – Jedediah 

Smith, Del Norte Coast (pronounced 

“Del Nort”), and Prairie Creek – work 

in concert with Redwood National 

Park to protect the region, and all 

offer a remarkable number of ways to 

explore, learn, and discover. The nine-

mile round-trip hike to Fern Canyon 

From top: Sulphur Works at Lassen 
Volcanic National Park and California’s 
unmistakable redwoods.

on the James Irvine Trail plumbs a 

densely verdant forest that looks so 

authentically prehistoric, it served as 

the backdrop for a number of scenes 

in The Lost World: Jurassic Park, in-

cluding the untimely demise of dino 

hunter Dieter Stark. 

GO Bike among old-growth trees, 

hike along rivers and coastline, and 

kayak the Big Lagoon (keeping an 

eye out for western pond turtles, 

peregrine falcons, and shorebirds) 

over the course of five days on Back-
roads’ multisport family camping 

tour of Redwood National Park and 

beyond. Departures: Multiple dates, 

June 23 through August 18, 2019; 

from $1,999. 
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Bougainvillea twining across red-

tiled rooftops, birdsong mingling 

with the ocean breeze, islands and 

whale spouts on the horizon – Santa 

Barbara, 90 miles north of Los  

Angeles, draws you in at every turn. 

It’s easy to get distracted by this 

small beachfront city’s leafy streets, 

lined with designer boutiques, 

buzzy cafés, and cozy winetasting 

rooms, but true surf culture has 

always been as steady as the tide 

here. Santa Barbara County is home 

to celebrated surf breaks, from 

Rincon Point to El Capitán State 

Beach, and legendary shredders. 

PADDLE OUT Thanks to the Santa 

Barbara Harbor breakwater, Sand-
spit offers serious waves and tubes. 

Novices looking for entry-level water 

should try Leadbetter Point, just 

west of the harbor, and Campus 

Point at UC Santa Barbara (though 

winter swells can produce barrels). 

Down the coast at Carpinteria waits 

the celebrated point break Rincon, 

which has also been called Southern 

California’s finest wave.

SHOP For nearly 40 years, Rincon 

Designs Surf Shop owner Matt 

Moore has made boards on-site – 

“mowing foam,” as shapers call their 

craft. You’ll also find beach accesso-

ries and a great collection of Rincon-

branded hoodies, caps, and T-shirts. 

For those making the move from wan-

nabe to wave-rider, Rincon Designs 

also rents wet suits and surfboards.

EAT Santa Barbara’s 400-plus res-

taurants serve distinguished dishes 

without the pomp. At Bouchon Santa 
Barbara, from celebrated restau-

rateur Mitchell Sjerven, the motto 

is “as fresh and local as possible.” 

La Super-Rica Taqueria serves 

Good Vibrations
Sun-streaked hair, easy smiles, eyes always scanning the horizon for 

the next set – the telltale signs of a California surf town. There’s something  
special about beachside hubs that live and breathe for that next big break.

Ripping it up at  
Huntington Beach.

SANTA BARBARA
Drop In on a Coastal  
California Gem
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straightforward Mexican food in a 

bright little shop once frequented by 

Julia Child. A line starts forming when 

the restaurant opens, with locals and 

tourists alike waiting for their taste of 

the especial del día. 

DRINK Tap into the bounty of Santa 

Barbara County’s astounding 200-

plus wineries, without leaving the city, 

via its many urban tasting rooms, 

such as Deep Sea Tasting Room, 

which uncorks luscious pinot noirs 

along with serious Jacques 

Cousteau vibes.

STAY Slip into the Mediterranean-

style ease of this palmy enclave 

at the 358-room Ritz-Carlton 
Bacara, Santa Barbara, set on 78 

oceanfront acres. Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and a $100 

hotel credit.

HUNTINGTON BEACH
Surf City, USA
Ten miles of flat, wide beaches, con-

sistent swells, and desirable breaks 

along Huntington Beach earned this 

town its “Surf City, USA” nickname 

in the 1950s. Today, Huntington 

remains a wave-riding standout and 

one of the most popular beaches in 

the country. Trace the history of the 

sport here and around the world at 

the International Surfing Museum, 

site of the world’s largest surfboard. 

PADDLE OUT You’ll find waves on ei-

ther side of Huntington Beach Pier – 

action that lures some of the world’s 

best surfers and provides the setting 

for the Vans U.S. Open of Surfing, 

held midsummer since 1959.

SHOP Amid a remarkable 47 surf 

shops in Huntington Beach, two 

stand out at the intersection of Main 

Street and Pacific Coast Highway. 

Jack’s Surfboards is a surfing 

palace that began as a modest shop 

in 1957; pay tribute to the greats 

memorialized on its Surfing Walk 

of Fame out front. On the opposite 

corner, Huntington Surf & Sport’s 

flagship store stocks a huge sup-

ply of wet suits and boards from 

leading shapers and is home to the 

Surfers’Hall of Fame. 

EAT Located across the Pacific Coast 

Highway from Huntington Beach Pier,         

TK Burgers is the consummate SoCal 

beach burger shack. 

SANTA MONICA
L.A.’s Oceanfront Escape
Oceanfront Santa Monica, lined 

with nearly four miles of beaches, 

feels like a weekend getaway spot, 

even though it’s only 15 miles west 

of downtown Los Angeles. Over the 

years, glamour has put down roots in 

luxury beachfront hotels, fine dining, 

and high-end boutiques, but the area 

has never lost its surf-town soul, 

which means you can experience the 

best of both worlds here.

PADDLE OUT Surfers call out their fa-

vorite breaks along the Santa Monica 
State Beach by lifeguard-tower num-

bers: 23, 24, and 27, in particular. The 

Santa Monica Pier, at the beach’s 

ONLY IN CALIFORNIA!  Surfing has 
long been one of the most iconic symbols 
of the California lifestyle. In September, the 
state legislature made it the official state 
sport. Cowabunga! 

From top: Santa Barbara’s mission was founded by Spanish Franciscans in 1786,  
and a typical evening scene on Santa Monica’s Ocean Avenue.
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midpoint, offers an iconic spot to ride 

the waves, while just off Bay Street on 

the south end of the beach, a sandy 

break and gentle waves provide a good 

spot for beginners.

SHOP A block and a half from the 

beach and next door to Billabong and 

Hurley outposts, ZJ Boarding House 

has three decades of surf-supply 

expertise and passion. Boards and 

technical gear are supplemented with 

plenty of casual beachy fashion. 

EAT With restaurants run by both 

celebrity chefs and rising culinary 

stars, Santa Monica boasts an envi-

able dining scene – from Chinois 
on Main, where Wolfgang Puck 

pioneered fusion style, to Michael’s, 

Michael McCarty’s landmark for 

California cuisine since 1979. Find 

Michelin-starred French cuisine at 

Josiah Citrin’s Mélisse, or start the 

day off with pastry chef Zoe Nathan’s 

irresistible creations at breakfast hot 

spot Huckleberry Bakery & Café. 

DRINK Inspired by both Santa Moni-

ca’s chilled-out vibe and the romance 

of a Baja California-style casita, The 

Bungalow is beach life incarnate. 

With raftered ceilings, funky furnish-

ings, and a game room, this hideaway 

on the grounds of the Fairmont 

Miramar Hotel & Bungalows is like a 

private beach club as conceived by 

surfers – perfect for craft cocktails  

on the patio as you take in a Santa 

Monica sunset.

STAY Just steps from the beach, pier, 

and Third Street Promenade, the 

302-room Fairmont Miramar Hotel 
& Bungalows is ideally situated for 

beach-town immersion. Snag one of 

its 32 “surf modern” bungalows for 

the ultimate escape. Virtuoso travel-

ers receive breakfast daily and a $100 

hotel credit.

 

NEWPORT BEACH
No Board Required
Look one way in Newport Beach and 

you’ll see oceanfront mansions and 

a yacht-lined harbor; look the other 

way and you’ll find historic cottages 

and dive bars. With its mix of high-end 

living, adrenaline-inducing waves, and 

mellow, welcoming surf culture, this 

Orange County hub offers both luxury 

and beach-town delights. 

PADDLE OUT Back in 1971, a Sports 

Illustrated article about bodysurfing 

not only anointed Southern California 

“the cradle of the sport,” but pro-

claimed the Wedge at Newport Beach 

“the undisputed, full-out, righteous … 

king of body-surfing spots.” Decades 

later, that assessment is still spot 

on, though there are plenty of other 

options here. With waves seldom 

more than knee high, Newport 

Beach’s Little Corona, south of 

the harbor entrance, is great for 

inexperienced surfers, while Black-
ies, just north of the Newport Pier, 

is a great intermediate spot. Farther 

north, the beach between 52nd and 

56th streets, long known as Echo 
Beach, attracts serious locals like 

pro Andrew Doheny, considered one 

of the world’s best surfers. 

SHOP The Frog House, a few blocks 

north of the pier, is Newport’s quin- 

tessential surf shop. The Frog has 

been around since the early ’60s, and 

looks it: It’s chockablock with used 

surfboards, body boards, wet suits, 

surfing DVDs, and other parapherna-

lia – so even if you’re not a pro, you 

can look a little more like one.

EAT & DRINK Every October, the 

Newport Beach Wine & Food 
Festival offers special chefs’ dinners 

at area restaurants, live cooking 

demonstrations, and a Grand Tasting 

Pavilion, with samples from more 

than 40 restaurants and plenty of 

wine and live music. 

STAY If the Medicis had surfed (and 

golfed), their California retreat would 

have been The Resort at Pelican Hill. 
The elegant Tuscan-inspired resort on 

500 beachfront acres south of New-

port Beach is home to 204 bungalows 

and 128 villas, each with its own lime-

stone fireplace, marble soaking tub, 

and private terrace. Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and a $100 golf 

or spa credit.  

Newport Beach.
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Capitals of Cool

Hooray for West Hollywood
West Hollywood, in the heart of Los Angeles, is called 

“the Creative City” for good reason. In its Design District, 

fashion and the arts rule. This trendsetting area includes 

intimate galleries and the massive Pacific Design Center, 
a decorator’s dream, on the corner of Melrose Avenue 

and San Vicente Boulevard. Not all vendors in the center 

sell to the public, but in the surrounding blocks, you’ll find 

high-profile establishments such as DAO (Design Around 

Objects) and Christopher Guy.

Make time for the Schindler House at the MAK Center 
for Art and Architecture, an icon of modern design 

tucked away on a quiet side street. The stylish structure 

was completed in 1922 and serves as an early example of 

California’s indoor-outdoor style of architecture. 

Stroll Melrose Avenue for a mix of apparel, design,  

and unexpected gifts. Two rules of thumb: East of 

Crescent Heights is the spot for funky and vintage finds; 

 STYLE & DESIGN

The Fred Segal flagship 
anchors West Hollywood’s 
Sunset Strip.

Laid-back luxury and a vibrant creative class fuel 
design and shopping hubs around the state.



and the closer to Melrose 

Place, the higher the price 

tags (Parisian designer 

Vanessa Seward, French-

Mexican designer Colette 
Steckel, and big-name 

fashion brands Chloé, 

Rag & Bone, and others 

have outposts here). Just 

a bit farther west, discover 

bold looks at the Christian 

Louboutin boutique and 

Alexandra Von Fursten-
berg’s 1,500-square-foot 

flagship, and browse heir-

looms-to-be at L’Eclaireur 
Los Angeles, which deals 

in limited editions of mid-

century and contemporary 

pieces, as well as one-of-

a-kind and made-to-order 

fashion and furnishings.

STAY An art deco icon 

since 1929, Sunset Tower 
Hotel blends Hollywood 

flair with refined modern 

elements, including 81 

generous guest rooms 

with panoramic windows. 

The cozy, walnut-paneled 

Tower Bar, once Bugsy 

Siegel’s old apartment, 

still serves as an insiders’ 

canteen. Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 dining credit.

Hail Hayes Valley
For years, San Francisco’s 

Hayes Valley neighbor-

hood floundered in the 

shadow of the Central 

Freeway. But due to dam-

age from the Loma Prieta 

earthquake, the roadway 

was demolished in 2003, 

opening up new possibili-

ties. Today, the neighbor-

hood is one of city’s most 

vibrant shopping and 

dining spots. 

Perhaps its most lovable 

attribute is a distinctly 

small-town vibe, with small 

independent shops and 

boutiques (don’t look for 

chains here) that include 

True Sake, one of the best 

sake outposts outside Ja-

pan; Ver Unica, featuring 

vintage couture in cherry 

condition; and Welcome 
Stranger, dedicated to the 

sharp-dressed man, with 

an emphasis on clothing 

designed and made in 

California. Added bonus: 

The ambling is easy here in 

a rare hill-free SF zone.

*Sip Tip Behind a non-

descript door on Gough 

Street, Smuggler’s Cove 

channels Prohibition-era 

Havana. Stop in for a grog 

and your fill of pirate kitsch. 
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Clockwise from  top left: Shopping on Melrose Avenue, a Sunset Tower Hotel room,  
Ver Unica, and a tropical drink at Smuggler’s Cove.
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STAY The 277-room 

Four Seasons Hotel San 
Francisco, a short walk 

from Union Square, pairs 

unfussy service with sleek 

design. Guests also get ac-

cess to the Equinox Sports 

Club. Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 dining credit.

 

Palm Springs,  
the Retro King
Midcentury modern design 

reigns in Palm Springs. 

Richard Neutra, Albert 

Frey, Donald Wexler, and 

other visionaries designed 

futuristic buildings here 

between 1945 and 1975, 

with simple lines and sleek 

facades intended to accen-

tuate rather than upstage 

the surrounding desert’s 

fair skies and folded hills. 

With outings, lectures, 

and activities, annual Mod-
ernism Week (February 

14 through 24, 2019) is an 

excellent time to explore 

the architectural land-

scape, but guided architec-

ture and design tours, such 

as Kurt Cyr’s entertaining 

Palm Springs Mod Squad, 

are available year-round; 

get details at the Palm 
Springs Visitors Center, 
itself a midcentury modern 

jewel. And for more back-

ground on the movement, 

visit the Palm Springs Art 
Museum’s Architecture 

and Design Center.
Backstreet Art District 

features artist-owned gal-

leries and working studios. 

For vintage and contem-

porary home goods and 

treasures, head to Uptown 
Design District, where the 

building exteriors are as 

chic as the wares inside. 

*Sip Tip Though tiki is back 

in vogue, Palm Springs 

is the rare oasis where it 

never went out of style. 

Top dens for froufrou fun: 

The Reef, Bootlegger Tiki, 
Tonga Hut, and LGBTQ hot 

spot Toucans Tiki Lounge.

STAY Hyatt Regency 
Indian Wells Resort & Spa, 

a 530-room property in the 

foothills of the San Jacinto 

Mountains, provides easy 

access to Palm Springs, 

along with championship 

golf and tennis and the 

Agua Serena Spa, with 

an adults-only pool and 

cabanas. Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 resort credit.
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TAPPED INTO SAN JOSE
Never has this metropolis, California’s third-largest city, burned 
brighter. The center of booming Silicon Valley, San Jose offers 
much more than IPOs and Next Big Things – such as the ultra-
hands-on Tech Museum of Innovation and the light and airy  
San José Museum of Art. For the city’s most luxurious shopping 
experience, visit Santana Row, a swank outdoor mall that mixes 
California’s relaxed stylishness with a chic European village on 
market day. It’s the kind of place where you can easily spend an 
entire day, starting with fresh croissants from Cocola and, in the 
ultimate Silicon Valley indulgence, custom-designing your own 
car at the Tesla store after lunch.  

From top: Palm Springs Art Museum and the Frey House II.

Santana Row.




