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There’s no better way to get more out of life than through extraordinary
experiences with those who matter most. And there’s no better way to get
more out of your holidays than by relying on a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist.
With global connections and unparalleled expertise, a Virtuoso travel
advisor turns do-it-yourself holidays into customised RETURN on LIFE
travel experiences you’ll never forget. Save time and get more. There’s simply
no substitute for expert advice and personal service.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.

Rely on one of Virtuoso’s 300+ travel agencies to transform all of your trips
into truly extraordinary experiences. If you do not currently work with a
Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist, contact us today, and we’ll introduce you to one.
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EDITORS’ NOTE

The Year Ahead

EDITORIAL

on’t you just

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR ELAINE GRUY SRNKA

love a new year?
The months of
a fresh calendar
stretch out with nothing but
possibility and opportunity
ahead, waiting for you to fill
in the blanks.
I don’t mean filling in the
blanks with tedious to-do
lists and doctor’s appointments – although those are
certainly necessary, and of
course your health is everything. Rather, what awaits
you in 2011? Who will you
meet, what will you learn,
and, most important, where
will you go?
If Europe beckons – and
doesn’t it always? – then this
issue will prove to be an invaluable resource. We’ve
rounded up dozens upon
dozens of travel opportunities there, starting with “Europe: 50
Reasons to Go Now,” a look at what’s
new and notable, from hotel openings
and cruise itineraries to museum
exhibits and cultural festivities. There
are also articles on exploring Italy’s
Amalfi Coast on foot, relaxing in the
Algarve region of southern Portugal,
and more.
Speaking of calendars, we also offer a
year’s worth of creative ideas for family
holidays. Though spending time at a
beach resort is a given, the possibility
of learning Spanish with my children
on an extended stay in Costa Rica
intrigues, as does “glamping” –
glamorous camping in luxury tents –
in Canada’s British Columbia.

MARIKA McELROY CAIN, JUSTIN PAUL
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So, where will the year take you? I’d
love to know what travel experiences
most appeal to you, so e-mail me – or
launch the tag below – and let me know.
In the meantime, I’m sure you’ll find
at least a few ideas that motivate you to
contact your travel specialist and start
filling up that new calendar. Ciao!

	TAG IT The tag here (and else-

where in this issue) accesses dynamic
content via Web-enabled smartphones.
To experience it, download Microsoft’s
free Tag Reader on your phone at
www.gettag.mobi; launch the application; then scan the tag. Scan the tag
at left to give us your feedback on the magazine – we’d love
to hear what you think .
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Undeniably British. Impeccably stylish. The Dorchester will always be a destination for the discerning,
especially if you like a little high society with your high tea.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel specialist.

An Extraordinary Collection
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Hôtel Plaza Athénée

Hotel Principe di Savoia
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Ship
Shape
Christina Demourkas’
travel specialist
ensures smooth
sailing on all her
global excursions.
iNTERViEWED BY DAViD HOCHMAN

three-hundredmetre cliffs dwarf
the Crystal Serenity in norway’s
geiranger fjord.
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sister and brother-in-law for spending holidays at sea. “I’d
say, ‘How can you guys spend so much time on a cruise? Are
you crazy?’ Finally, they said, ‘Come with us. We’ll show
you why.’ ” On her maiden voyage with Crystal Cruises in 2005,
Demourkas was “beyond hooked” and immediately booked another
(and another, and another) with her travel specialist, Carol Terhune.
“It’s great to have a travel consultant who really knows me and really
knows cruises,” 51-year-old Demourkas says. “She understands what
I need as far as diet and accommodations and is happy to plan one trip
when I’m still on another.”
By the end of this year, Demourkas will have covered most of the
oceangoing world and booked 50 Crystal Cruises voyages. “I get it
now,” she says. “Life is better on a cruise.”

Q:

Did you grow
up on boats?

“I was born and raised
in Santa Barbara, California,
and we had a Sea Ray that we’d
take out to the Channel Islands.
Mostly, I just got seasick. Lake
boats, deep-sea fishing boats.
It didn’t matter. I was always
miserable.”
And now you’re the queen
of cruises?

“Well, first of all, I wear

(CHRiSTiNA DEMOURKAS) BEVAN VOWlES/PARAGON PixElS

C

HrisTiNa DeMourKas useD To CHuCKLe aT Her

norway’s north cape.

Do you have
a preferred
stateroom?
“I take a penthouse with a
veranda that opens to the
sea air. The best part is the
butler service: You buzz
the guy and your Champagne, your canapés,
your soda water are there
within a few minutes.”
crystal’s penthouses
include verandas and
butler service.

Demourk

as an d h

er favou

rite drink

, a Bacara

What’s your longest voyage?

“Six months – that was on my third
world cruise. I’d done a world cruise in
2007 and 2009, but this time I extended
it because I was having so much fun.
World cruises attract a wonderful,
friendly, adventurous type of traveller –
they’re my second family.”
How do you pack for a
six-month trip?

“You bring everything. I bring 12 suitcases and a 13th for things I buy.”
What’s your favourite port
to shop?

“I love Istanbul; you can see why people
have been shopping there for thousands
of years. I also have beautiful wood carvings from Bali and Kenya.”

(NORTH CAPE) BliCKWiNKEl/AlAMY, (CHRiSTiNA DEMOURKAS) BEVAN VOWlES/PARAGON PixElS

Do you have a favourite voyage?

Sea-Bands for motion sickness and
I’ve never been queasy. They work.”

“Number one was cruising to Antarctica
because it’s so out of this world. And the
whales – they were all around us! I also
loved seeing the Middle East. We stopped
in Iran, Kuwait City, Saudi Arabia, Dubai,
Abu Dhabi, and then sailed on to India
and Mombasa, Kenya. Almost didn’t
make it because of pirates, though.”

What was your first cruise like?

Pirates?

“In August 2005, I did a 12-day Alaska
cruise on the Crystal Harmony. That was
so spectacular, before it was done I’d
already booked a 23-day cruise on the
Serenity to see the Panama Canal that
December.”

“Yes, the waters around the Seychelles
and Maldives had high pirate activity
at the time, so Crystal adjusted the
itinerary. We also had pirate training.
You know, what the emergency procedures would be. We were all quietly

zz martin

i.

disappointed
when we didn’t
see any pirates.”
What about
storms?

“The worst one
happened in the
Tasman Sea. A rogue wave
hit during dinner and knocked the
boat sideways. Stuff was flying,
crystal came crashing out of the
cupboard – the dining room was a
wreck. The staff jumped right in, and
within an hour you wouldn’t have
known we were hit.”
Why so loyal to one line?

“The attention, the food, and the
elegance. They know where you want
your deck chair each morning. They
know how you like your iced tea served
or if you have gluten allergies, which I
do. They remember that you want Activia yogurt instead of Yoplait. They’re
that good.”
Do you miss anything
about dry land?

“My dog, an Australian shepherd puppy.
I’m thinking about having her trained as
a service dog so she can come with me.
Until then, I like to keep her framed
picture in my penthouse.”
What’s her name?

“Crystal, of course.”

By the end of this year, Demourkas will have covered most of the
oceangoing world and booked 50 Crystal Cruises voyages. ‘I get it now,’
she says. ‘Life is better on a cruise.’
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1
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SEABOURN
Believes

THE DESTINATION IS EVERY BIT AS IMPORTANT AS THE JOURNEY.

SAVE UP TO 60%

DALMATIAN DISCOVERIES
SEABOURN SPIRIT
Round-trip Venice
7 Days Jun 3, 17, Jul 1, 15, 29, Oct 7, 2011
Fares from USD$2,499
YACHTSMAN’S RIVIERA
SEABOURN LEGEND
Rome to Monte Carlo
7 Days Apr 17, May 15, Jun 17, 2011
Fares from USD$2,499
NORWEGIAN FJORDS
SEABOURN SOJOURN
Round-trip Copenhagen
9 Days May 25, Jun 29, Jul 22, Aug 14, 2011
Fares from USD$4,799
GREEK ISLES & TURKISH DELIGHTS
SEABOURN QUEST
Athens to Istanbul
7 Days Jul 4, Aug 8, Sep 5, Oct 3, 2011
Fares from USD$3,499

To begin your journey on the World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line,*
contact your Virtuoso travel specialist.

*According to the over 6,000 travel advisors of Virtuoso Travel Network, and readers of both Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per
guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Some suite categories may not be available. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and
are subject to change without notice. Government fees and taxes are included. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the
right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2011 Seabourn
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PASSPORT
dESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE

Proper Playground
In Stratford-upon-Avon, the Bard’s birthplace in England, the Royal Shakespeare Company will tread
the boards of its new 1,000-seat thrust stage beginning 23 February with repertory productions of
King Lear and Romeo and Juliet. The entire RSC experience has been upgraded in a four-year, £119
million renovation that includes a new rooftop restaurant, a café on the Avon River, and exhibition areas
featuring such avant-garde arts as digital sculpture. www.rsc.org.uk.

Plays many parts:
The Royal Shakespeare
Company’s revamped
home is now much
more than a stage.

Passport is reported by
Elaine Glusac, Fran Golden, and Lisa Wogan
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PASSPORT
FOOD & SPIRITS

uncoMMon eats
Gourmets have another reason to flock to
Franschhoek’s 22-room Le Quartier Français in
South Africa’s winelands. In addition to its finedining Tasting Room, chef Margot Janse is lending
her small-plate skills to The Common Room’s
casual setting. Don’t read too much into the name –
unless you consider fish pops with chakalaka
ketchup, bone marrow with salsa verde crust,
and sticky bun ice cream workaday fare.
16 Huguenot Road; 011-27/21-876-8442.

Bold flavors at
the common room.

CEvICHE
TO DIE FOR
What’s a stylish boutique hotel
without a celebrity chef? Mexico
City’s 35-room Las Alcobas has
landed Martha Ortiz, who recently
opened its Dulce Patria. Matching
the hotel’s contemporary style
with modernized Mexican cuisine,
the menu includes quesadillas
with zucchini blossoms, and
“vampire” ceviche with red prickly
pear. Pink prickly pear
puts the blush in the
house margaritas, best
savoured on the secondstory terrace overlooking
the bustling Polanco
neighbourhood. Anatole
France 100; 011-52/553300-3999.

london Calling
Pierre Koffmann
mentored some of
Britain’s biggest
chefs, including
Gordon Ramsay, at
his restaurant la
Tante Claire in the
Berkeley hotel. It
closed in 2003, but
now the chef is back
at the 214-room hotel with koffmann’s,
a valentine to such
French country fare
as black pudding
with sautéed apples
in a comparatively
informal setting,
with views into the
open kitchen of the
chef at work. Wilton
Place; 011-44/207235-1010.

koffmann’s dining room, frites, namesake,
and mustard-roasted rabbit.

greats at tHe caPe

Dulce Patria.

The Michelin stars
align at the farm at
cape kidnappers
on 26 March, when
Heston Blumenthal
(Bray, England’s
Fat Duck), Australia’s
neil Perry (Sydney’s Rockpool), and
thomas keller
(Napa, California's
French laundry)
unite for a sixcourse, wine-paired
meal. The 23-room
New Zealand
property is importing
the chefs for its 3
Chefs Dinner,
open exclusively
to lodge guests.

Making its worldwide debut, Belvedere Intense Unfiltered 80 is distilled from Polish bakers’ rye to
impart hints of bread and toasted nuts when sipped on the rocks.
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VIRGIN GALACTIC NEWS

runway Looks spaceport america welcomes Eve.
Even where zero-gravity space flights are concerned, what goes up must come
down. The up phase of commercial space travel is drawing near – Virgin
galactic’s spaceship Enterprise recently started glide tests, and Richard
Branson has predicted his company’s inaugural passenger flights will take place
as early as 2012 – but spaceport america is ready for touchdown.
On 22 October, 2010, the world’s first purpose-built commercial spaceport,
located between Truth or Consequences and las Cruces in southern New Mexico,
dedicated its nearly three-kilometre-long “spaceway.” The one-metre-thick
asphalt-and-concrete surface is equipped to receive spaceships and returning
rocket boosters, as demonstrated when virgin Galactic’s mother ship Eve
touched down during the dedication ceremony at its future hub, spaceship in tow.
Meanwhile, the sinuous, fittingly futuristic Spaceport America, designed
by Britain’s Norman Foster, is nearing completion. Officials expect the lEEDcertified facility of high-tech hangars, mission control centre, and passenger
terminal to be finished this summer.
Space tourism couldn’t have come at a better time for New Mexico, with the
spaceport spurring satellite road construction and two off-site welcome centres
that will serve as staging sites for public tours of the facility (otherwise, the
spaceport is restricted to astronauts and paying passengers – such as the
380-plus participants who have
reserved seats on the Enterprise
to fly to the edge of space at
speeds of up to 4,025 kilometres
per hour). www.spaceportamerica.com; Learn more about how
to book your flight by contacting
your Virtuoso travel specialist.

Virgin galactic’s
Eve flies spaceship Enterprise
in for spaceport
america’s runway dedication.

Advisor
Insight
Before the
dedication,
Virtuoso’s
accredited
space agents
got a sneak peek
of spaceport
america. a
few of their
impressions:

“

The design of the
spaceport is truly
out of this world:
The sleek, main
terminal looks as
though it came out
of a science fiction
novel, but what
impressed me the
most is the innovative green technology being used in
the construction.
– Jay Johnson

I’ve celebrated milestones
with virgin Galactic each
year since 2006. When I
saw the runway and spaceport for the first time with
the sun coming up, I was
speechless. It felt like I was
part of the future and history all at the same time.
– Jennifer Campbell
To see Spaceport America
before any other group was truly
amazing. it’s going to be sexy,
beautiful, architecturally futurist, and environmentally friendly.
Everything has been thought out
brilliantly – the entrance away
from the runway, the walkway
over the spacecraft, and what
will probably be the coolest bar
on earth, the third-floor lounge.
– lynda Turley Garrett

”

➥ Scan this tag with your smartphone to
watch a video of spaceship Enterprise’s
first glide test. See page 2 for complete
instructions.
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PASSPORT
SKI REPORT

fresh incentives to hit the slopes.
Cosy up: This winter Canyons ski area in Park City, Utah unveils the
first
 heated chairlift, with toasty seats and a transparent orange
windshield capsule to make sure the snow hits the slopes, not you.
www.thecanyons.com.
Guests of the 40-room
amangani can tour
Jackson Hole’s slopes
with extreme skier



 kristen ulmer

during her five-day
programme at the resort,
3 - 7 March. The former
U.S. Ski Team mogul specialist will lead evening
talks tying Zen Buddhism to performance
on the slopes and off.



the Whistler sliding centre,
host to the 2010 Olympic bobsleigh, luge, and skeleton
events, has just opened to the public, offering piloted
four-man bobsleigh rides and daredevil-it-yourself skeleton
runs. www.whistlerslidingcentre.com.

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort debuts its new stash Park, a four-run snowboard terrain park using 
natural features such as rock walls, trees, and drops that are artfully amplified. A downed tree carved
into the shape of a moose, for example, serves in place of an artificial rail. www.jacksonhole.com.

royaL treatMent
For the smoothest trip
into london, Lewis Day
chauffeur offers
jet-to-car service
from all city airports.
Escorts greet clients
as they deplane,
fast-track them
through customs,
and usher them
to a Mercedes
waiting curbside. For
those simply seeking
a lift to town, a
lewis Day driver will
meet clients in the
arrivals hall.
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GOODS TO GO

scent of
PLace
New Heaven’s Alchemy
conjures destinations
from Alexandria to
Zanzibar in both perfume
and packaging: Spicemusk-vanilla blend
Casablanca comes in a
richly ornamented
glass-and-gold decanter.
www.heavens
alchemyperfumes.com.
clockwise from top left:
alexandria, Paris, casablanca,
and istanbul.

(SKiS) VEER, (CHAUFFEUR) GEORGE DOYlE/GETTY iMAGES

TRAVEL NEWS

ART AND CULTURE

Paper Dolls

In the hands of Belgian artist Isabelle de Borchgrave,
paper isn’t two-dimensional. Part couturier, part
historian, de Borchgrave prints, pleats, folds, wires,
and weaves it to create convincing paper costumes
that span sartorial history from the Medici family’s
Renaissance frippery to the cool classicism of
Coco Chanel. The designer’s first major u.S.
exhibition, Pulp fashion, runs 5 February until
5 June at the legion of Honor in San Francisco.
www.legionofhonor.org.

Looks for the ages:
De Borchgrave’s Worth
shoe draws on an 1898
dress; Maria de’Medici
is inspired by a portrait
painted in 1555.

AP 1-2page OK.qxd:Mise en page 1

6/12/10

15:23

Page 1

HOTEL

ESPRIT SAINT GERMAIN
PARIS

FEEL AT HOME ON PARIS LEFT BANK, FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

PASSPORT
INSIDER ITINERARY

WHy Do it yourseLf?

sure, you could spend hours researching, planning, and booking a trip –
or you could just call in the pros.
on the eve of her 50th birthday, a veteran travel writer hands over the reins to a Virtuoso travel specialist.
The trip? a nine-day celebratory London getaway, full of fun indulgences necessary to mark a milestone
of this magnitude – and all the details and insights only a Virtuoso advisor can provide.

TRANSPORTATION

ACCOMMODATION

INSIDER’S
TOURS

LOCAL FLAVOUR

Round-trip transport for two from the airport to the hotel
in a Mercedes E class. No ordinary taxis here; this trip calls
for a sweet ride in a top-of-the-line sedan.

A deluxe room at the interContinental
Park lane. A former royal residence, it’s
certainly fit for a queen on her big day.
The trip begins with drinks in the newly
refurbished lobby bar.

Ask your specialist about being met by
a chauffeur as you exit the plane; for
more, turn to page 10.

VIRTUOSO VALUE: With a Virtuoso
specialist, the hotel will upgrade your
room at the time of booking, subject to
availability – no hoping for an upgrade at
check-in. Plus: Virtuoso guests receive
welcome amenities, access to the club
lounge, complimentary internet access,
and full breakfast daily.

The trip includes three
privately guided tours: a complete
overview of london proper, including a Thames
River cruise; an in-depth look at Windsor Castle,
England’s largest inhabited royal residence; and a
walking tour of Oxford, with lunch at a local pub.

Afternoon tea at the savoy hotel. For this
occasion, we upgraded to Champagne
tea service featuring a glass of louis
Roederer Brut.

Taking tea is a
tradition at london’s
most iconic hotel, which
just reopened after a three-year, £220
million makeover.

A KILLER VIEW



A champagne “flight” on the london Eye,
a 40-storey-tall observation wheel
offering 40-kilometre views. Package
includes priority boarding, a glass of
bubbly, and a knowledgeable host to point out all of
the sights.

A 20-minute visit with our specialist,
and a couple of e-mails to finalise the details.

PLANNING TIME

The best birthday present of all? Having a skilled specialist
handle the logistics of planning the trip.
BOTTOM LINE
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(WiNDSOR CASTlE) iAN SHAW/AlAMY, (lONDON EYE) DON HENRY/AlAMY,
(SOlDiER) PETER GREENHAlGH (UKPix.COM)/AlAMY

SPECIALIST SAYS: “i timed the reservation so that the trip would be taken
right as the sun is setting.”

PASSPORT SUITE TALK

offsHore
inVestMent

one&only ocean
club’s new rooms.

Britain meets the Bahamas in designer
Adam Tihany’s makeover of the 105-room
one&only ocean club. The 50 oceanfront rooms feature custom mahogany
furniture brightened by an island palette
of pastels and artist Camille Perrottet’s
vivid photographs, as well as steam
showers, Jacuzzi
bathtubs, and
Bose entertainment systems. For fitness buffs, the resort has partnered with Physique 57 for two new
five-day retreats, 13-17 January and 12-16 May, that include twice-daily exercise classes and a welcome
barbecue with chef Jean-Georges vongerichten.

elegance on call
women looking to step out in local
style can borrow little black dresses
or separates – gratis – from the
Germany-based schumacher fashion
collection at the Hotel de rome.

Haute Coach

Bed and Boat

To cap off its renovation,
Switzerland’s historic
Badrutt’s Palace acquired
an 8-metre sailboat that guests
can skipper solo or charter
with a captain to sail mountainringed Lake Saint-Moritz.
Until the spring thaw, sailors
can take refuge in the new
spa featuring a wing with two
saunas and steam rooms.

For see-and-be-seen spins around Courchevel
in the French Alps, hop in the 52-room Hôtel de
Charme Les Airelles’ Hermès-designed horsedrawn carriage. The head-turning coach, featuring
tufted leather interiors, a retractable roof, and lap
blankets, is available to guests free of charge for
trips to local restaurants, designer shops, or simply
novelty tours to nowhere.

team effort: Hôtel de charme Les airelles’ chauffeurs.
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Modern
Manse
Classic on the outside
and contemporary
within – Coworth Park
redefines English
country charm.
By FRAN GOLDEN

I didn’t anticipate the
NEW
HOTEL

wildflowers. Exquisite cuisine and elegance, sure, but
the colourful display lining Coworth
Park’s long drive was a surprisingly beautiful introduction.
Just 20 minutes from Heathrow and
less than an hour west of central London
in Ascot, the Dorchester Collection’s
newest addition comprises a 240-acre
estate with an impressive Georgian
mansion that dates to 1776. The 70-room
property has the traditional airs and activities of a British manse, but, delightfully, it doesn’t take itself too seriously. Take
The Barn, for example, the hotel’s casual
dining venue, where the signature dish
is Scotch eggs and diners are advised to
feel free to “keep your muddy boots on!”
No two guest rooms are alike (though
all feature Bang & Olufsen flat-screen
TVs and bathrooms with heated floors):
Those in the Mansion House have a
more polished, contemporary feel, with
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Clockwise from top: Coworth Park’s spa,
Fairway suite, and equestrian tradition.

windows overlooking the parkland,
wrought-iron poster beds, linen-covered
walls, and freestanding copper rolltop
baths. Others, located in former stables,
pay homage to their origin with equestrian-themed art, leather headboards
and work desks, and oak floors; some
stable rooms open onto a cobblestoned
courtyard, while second-floor rooms
gain an airy feel from the open eaves.
Guests seeking the utmost privacy can
reserve one of the 11 cottages, the largest
of which – the 1775 Dower House – features three bedrooms, a full kitchen, and
a private yard with a stream and a family
of swans.
Country pursuits at the hotel include staff-prepared picnics, golf at
the neighbouring Wentworth Club,
and croquet, as well as a host of horserelated activities. Coworth Park holds
weekend polo matches from April
through September, and guests can sign
up for polo lessons or take guided rides

on estate trails as well as those of neighbouring Windsor Great Park. Kids can
spend a half day learning to groom and
care for ponies, and Ascot Racetrack is a
short drive away.
For spagoers, Coworth Park’s is built
into a man-made hillside and features
a garden of thyme, lavender, and other
herbs. The lower level includes a serene
pool and eight treatment rooms with
skylights. I enjoyed a signature food facial that employs oatmeal and berries
among its ingredients. The result: I left
both relaxed and hungry.
Afternoon tea is served in The Drawing Room and Conservatory, but I saved
my appetite for chef John Campbell’s
tasting menu, which presents such delicious (and preposition-free) dishes as
“parsnip soup, oxtail, purple cauliflower” and “chocolate bar, beer, lime.”
Outside and in, Coworth Park is definitely one place you’ll want to stop and
smell the flowers.

Island Spirit
Relax at Puerto Rico’s newest resort,
The St. Regis Bahía Beach. By Alia Akkam

NEW
HOTEL

Sinking into the lobby

sofa, glass of iced tea in hand,
I stare out at the sprawling
lawn and private beach of the justopened St. Regis Bahía Beach Resort in
Puerto Rico – the first Caribbean
venture for the hotel brand. Local artwork fills the public spaces, and tomes
curated by tastemakers from fashion
designer Jason Wu to polo player Nacho
Figueras line the intimate library. In a
few hours, the evening ritual of
sabering open a Champagne bottle will
commence in the bar while freshly
tanned guests gather for a convivial
predinner toast.
Located on a former coconut plantation between the El Yunque rain forest
(adventurous guests can ask their butler
about hikes after he’s helped them
unpack and noted their morning coffee
preferences) and the Espíritu Santo
River, the 483-acre property is the
Caribbean’s
first
gold-certified
Audubon Signature Sanctuary. The
resort comfortably connects guests to
its colourful junglelike setting of towering palms and diminutive iguanas with
139 earth-toned guest rooms (including

Daydream ready: The St. Regis Bahía Beach’s pool and
Governor Suite balcony. Inset: Jean-Georges Vongerichten’s
restaurant, Fern.

35 suites with ocean-view private terraces). Inside, the low-rise buildings
brim with amenities: complimentary
Wi-Fi, 100-centimetre LCD televisions,
iPod docking stations, and marble bathrooms with commodious showers and
deep soaking tubs.
Outside, sunbathers park themselves on the resort’s exclusive 3.2-kilometre stretch of sandy beach, while
water-sports lovers set out sailing,
snorkelling, sea kayaking, and paddle
boating on the resort’s ponds and canals. Along with hiking and birding,
land lovers can tee up at the oceanfront
golf course designed by Robert Trent
Jones Jr. or get a leisurely game of boccie under way on one of two courts.
The St. Regis Bahía Beach maintains
a 2.4-acre plant nursery and hydroponic garden where chef Jean-Georges

Vongerichten grows produce and herbs
for tropical dishes at Fern, his stunning
restaurant that flaunts cork and silver
leaf walls, modern lamps resembling
jellyfish, and a terrace overlooking the
Atlantic Ocean. (For more casual fare,
take a seat at poolside Seagrapes,
known for its wood-burning oven and a
fire pit where kids and adults alike
gather for s’mores nightcaps.) Some of
the garden’s herbs also appear at the
3,050-square-metre Remède Spa (after
the Taino Warm Native Stone Ritual, I
was offered a eucalyptus-scented
washcloth to help clear my sinuses),
where a tranquil garden houses seven
treatment rooms.
Old San Juan’s striking colonial architecture might be a half hour away,
but the view from the room is likely the
only sightseeing you’ll crave.
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with book-lined walls and deep
sofas. Adventurous types may
enjoy the cool sophistication
of the Fox Kitchen and Bar
(Jarmers Plads 3; 45/28745120), which serves exotic
cocktails and innovative
cuisine till late.

SHOP

SNUG
DELIGHTS
Copenhagen’s
interiors come
alive in winter
By MICHAEL WEBB

Go FOR The long,
dark nights of winter provide
a fresh perspective on
Copenhagen. The lights of
the Tivoli Gardens sparkle
brighter, the jazz clubs seem
even cosier, and the theatres
are in full swing. The Royal
Danish Ballet performs A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,
and productions of Boris
Godunov and Madama Butterfly play in the spectacular
Opera House. Top orchestras
perform every week at the
Danish Radio Concert Hall,
a stunning auditorium by
French architect Jean Nouvel.

EAT Chef René Redzepi’s

DRINK Jazz fans
gravitate to the Copenhagen JazzHouse (Niels
Hemmingsens Gade 10;
45/3315-4700) for the best
live performances, a spacious
dance floor, and the welcoming atmosphere. The Library
Bar (Sofitel Plaza Hotel,
Bernstorffsgade 4; 45/33705740) offers a calming retreat

STAY

At Nimb, a 13-room
charmer overlooking the Tivoli
Gardens, the aromatic birch
wood fires, refined decor, and
four-poster beds with antique
linens may keep you in your
suite. At Restaurant Herman,
wildflowers and herbal notes
set off fine meats, seafood,
and desserts. There’s also a
brasserie for a casual meal and
a lively, well stocked bar.
(OPERA HOUSE) Kristian Juul Pedersen/epa/Corbis,
(bar) Riccardo Venturi/Contrasto/Redux, (NOMA) Yadid Levy/
Anzenberger/Redux, (design center) Soren Nielsen

Above: Watery approach
to the Opera House.
Below, from left: Fox Kitchen
and Bar, Noma's Nordic
fare, Dansk Design Center,
and Nimb hotel.

organic tasting menus at
Noma (Strandgade 93;
45/3296-3297) rate as some
of the world’s best. The longestablished Krogs Fiskerestaurant (Gammel Strand 38;
45/3315-8915) serves the

freshest seafood with French
flair and polished service.
Scandinavian cuisine with an
Italian spin competes with the
panoramic 20th-floor view
at Alberto K (Radisson Blu
Royal Hotel, Hammerichsgade 1; 45/3342-6161). For an
intimate dinner that’s more
down to earth, head to the
charming Kanalen (Wilders
Plads 2; 45/3295-1330), an
old house with scrubbed
floorboards, a cheerful staff,
and a gutsy Provençal menu.

Design is embedded in the Danish DNA, and
Copenhagen is the place to
shop for fine modern furnishings and decorative arts.
Georg Jensen’s flagship store
(Amagertorv 4; 45/33114080) has an enticing array of
silver, flatware, and jewellery.
Close by, Illums Bolighus
(Amagertorv 10; 45/33141941) stocks classic furniture,
lamps, rugs, and fabrics by
Arne Jacobsen, Hans Wegner,
and Poul Kjærholm, alongside a major outlet for Royal
Copenhagen china. Check out
new work at the Dansk Design
Center (HC Andersens Boulevard 27; 45/3369-3369),
and for vintage items browse
the antique modern stores
on Bredgade.
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NEW WAYS TO SEE THE OLD WORLD
Since 1925, Tauck has built our reputation and our business by giving guests an enriching and engaging
exploration of the history, culture, cuisine and more in each destination we visit. We provide insider
access at iconic, must-see sites, then go off-the-beaten-path to deliver authentic, engaging experiences at
lesser known cultural gems, all in expertly choreographed, all-inclusive itineraries backed by unparalleled
do-it-for-you service.
Nowhere is our expertise more evident than in Europe, where we offer four different ways to experience
the continent: Tauck World Discovery land tours along Europe’s scenic “Yellow Roads,” Tauck Bridges
family tours, Tauck Culturious immersive explorations, and intimate cruises aboard Tauck’s small ships
and riverboats. All deliver incredible Tauck value!

For more information please contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist

PHOTO CREDIT

Amalfi
AMORE

In the footsteps of greatness: A hiker’s view of Ravello and
(opposite) the top of Monte Solaro, Capri’s highest point.
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Step away
from the crowds
on Italy’s coast
of temptation.
By Margaret Loftus
photography by peter frank edwards
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F

RESHENED BY LAST
NIGHT’S RAINS, LEMON
BLOSSOMS PERFUME
THE CHILLY MORNING
AIR OF RAVELLO’S
NARROW ALLEYWAYS.
Citrus groves cling to the slopes below, and far beyond
the medieval town of Amalfi appears, framed by limestone
cliffs rising from the sea. I’m walking an ancient donkey path
toward the sound of rushing water until we come upon its
source: a spring waterfall hidden under a thick canopy of trees,
part of a natural hydropower system for mills that made the
Amalfitan Maritime Republic’s legendary bambagina paper.
Not your typical morning stroll. But, as I discover, nothing
about the Amalfi Coast is average: Lemons grow to the size of
footballs, locals smile warmly and greet you on the street, and
the scenery makes for a photo op at every turn. I’ve come to explore this storied coastline south of Naples on a six-day walking holiday with Backroads. The soft-adventure company offers other hiking trips in Italy, but, as one staffer points out,
Tuscany’s hills don’t reveal fantastic views of the sea.
Our group of nine meets up with one of our guides in
Naples. After quick introductions we’re on the road to the
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Sorrento Peninsula, the southern flank of the horseshoe that
forms the Bay of Naples. The plan
is to skirt this 48-kilometre
stretch of limestone, from the
main town of Sorrento on the
north coast to the island of Capri off its western tip and back
along its southern rim, with jaunts to Positano, Amalfi, and,
finally, Ravello.
It’s a well-travelled route, but we’re here to discover its quieter side on foot. Laced with trails forged centuries ago by pack
animals, the peninsula’s best views reward those willing to do
a little work for them. Besides, as a guide notes, the majority of
tourists stick to boats or the Piazzetta in Capri.
Our driver expertly negotiates the hills high above the bay
(with nary a guardrail in sight) as cars whiz past on corkscrew
roads barely wide enough for two vehicles. “Everyone thinks
they are Michael Schumacher,” a local later confirms, referring
to Amalfitanos’ fondness for taking hairpin turns like Formula
One racing drivers. Another great reason to choose a guided
trip here: Let the pros do the driving.
We stop just in time for lunch at a small organic farm in the
foothills above the village of Sant’Agata, the starting point for

(MAP) JAMES NOEl SMiTH

always in amalfi:
stairways and limoncello. opposite:
Lunch on capri, its
harbor, and fruit.

our shakedown trek, and our guides’ goodnatured ribbing breaks the ice as we strike out
with an easy pace toward Sorrento. I revel in
the simplicity of travelling from one place to the next under my
own power, sans luggage and two bulky bottles of oil pressed
from Le Tore’s olives, which find me that evening at the hotel.
A farm dog ambles downhill through mule paths behind us,
past groves of olive and lemon trees nurtured by a massive layer of Mount Vesuvius’ volcanic ash. We steal peeks over bougainvillea-draped fences at rambling farmhouses and soak up
panoramic views of the Gulf of Salerno and the mini archipelago Li Galli, described by one local guide as looking like “Jayne
Mansfield lying in the sea,” and thought to be the lair of The
Odyssey’s sirens. The 5.6-kilometre walk is a piece of cake, and
we arrive in Sorrento in time to peruse the cobblestoned alleys’ boutiques. Limoncello lovers, brace yourselves: It’s possible to spend an entire afternoon tasting your way from shop
to shop, many of which sell their own concoctions with varying degrees of sweetness.
Over cocktails that evening at our hotel, I learn that most of
my fellow hikers – one Canadian and the rest Americans – have
joined the trip to celebrate benchmarks: anniversaries, birthdays, and, for one, recovery from a serious illness. By the time

our dinner plates
are cleared and digestivos (limoncello, naturally) poured, any trepidation I may have had about
being in the company of eight strangers for six days melts away.
It’s an adventurous and well-travelled crowd, all of whom seem
to love good food, wine, and breaking a sweat.
CaPri Has BeeN HoT eVer siNCe Caesar auGusTus,
eNaMoured with its beauty, swapped it with the Greeks for the

more affluent island Ischia in 29 BC. He may have been the first to
blow a fortune on the island, but his successor, Tiberius, really
put it on the map. Weary of politics, the Roman emperor decamped to Capri and presided over the empire from this
6.4-square-kilometre block of limestone until his death. Tiberius built 12 villas for himself and his entourage, and you
can still poke around the ruins of the most impressive palace,
Villa Jovis, perched a mile outside Capri town on the island’s
second-highest point (bring a vivid imagination to help
conjure the grandeur of the place, which sprawled more than
23,000 square metres on six levels).
We disembark at the Marina Grande and are whisked
from the crush of day-trippers to a quiet trail to stretch our legs,
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Clockwise from top
left: Capri from afar,
the Faraglioni rock
formation, hotel
Caesar Augustus and
its Mediterranean
fare, and the local
conveyance. Opposite:
Positano in pink.

leaving the scrubby Mediterranean landscape behind and descending into a verdant wilderness that brings to mind Avatar’s
paradisiacal planet, Pandora. The deep green of the towering
forest and fern carpet is broken only by a splash of shimmering
blue sea crashing on the rocks below. Casual chatter peters out
as we climb up a seemingly endless set of rocky stairs.
After three separate hikes totalling roughly 13 kilometres,
much of it steep, we indulge in a multicourse dinner at a trattoria overlooking the Faraglioni – a trio of unusual rock formations jutting out of the sea – stunning in the moonlight.
The octopus salad and grilled tuna and squid taste amazingly
fresh, made even sweeter by the day’s sense of accomplishment. And for dessert, a dish of impossibly tiny forest strawberries. “How cute,” I remark to no one in particular, to which
the waiter replies in typical flirty Italian fashion, “Me? Or the
strawberries?”
Our few days and evenings on Capri follow a similar pattern.
There are morning and afternoon treks, with time left to explore
on our own or relax poolside at our hotel, the Caesar Augustus, a
modern-day Villa Jovis set on a cliff 300 metres feet above the
Bay of Naples. Never a big shutterbug, I become obsessed with
capturing views from every angle of the property, especially in
the pinkish-gold glow of early evening.
With varying degrees of fitness, my companions – one is
training for a triathlon, another’s old knee injury is acting up –
and I scatter on trails as hikes become more challenging. While
our guides do an excellent job of monitoring the stragglers
and are always ready with a bottle of water and a juicy nespoli

(loquat), they provide route directions if you’re inclined to forge
ahead: Turn LEFT down the narrow alley called ‘Traverse Capodimonte’ just before the yellow Kodak sign. EASY TURN TO MISS!
Only once, on our hike up Monte Solaro, Capri’s highest point,
did someone make a wrong turn. We reunited easily enough, but
she missed out on a bird’s-eye view of the Faraglioni.
Arriving in Positano via private wooden ketch
can’t be out of the ordinary, but it seems to spark intrigue

among the tourists queuing for the ferry. “Where did you come
from?” one of them inquires as we leap onto the dock.
“Capri!” rolls off my tongue as if I were a member of the bella
gente that takes up residence there every summer.
Writing nearly 60 years ago, John Steinbeck mused that tiny
Positano would never become a tourist “honky-tonk,” simply
because it couldn’t accommodate too many visitors – turns out
the town can really pack them in. Instead of fighting our way
through the crowds, we duck into the mercifully empty Santa
Maria Assunta cathedral for a brief dissertation on its rare painting of the circumcision of Jesus and its Black Madonna.
Back on the water heading toward Ravello, our guide dishes
local gossip as we cruise along the cliffs and through the only
fjord in southern Italy. Apparently Roberto Rossellini lived in a
pink villa perched above the fjord until he fell in love with Ingrid
Bergman, prompting a scandal that drove him out of Amalfi forever. It’s Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous, Italian-style.
We arrive to find Ravello, set high in terraced mountains that
spill into the Gulf of Salerno, miraculously quiet compared to
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It’s an adventurous
and well-travelled
crowd, all of whom
seem to love good
food, wine, and
breaking a sweat.
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Always in Amalfi:
Stairways and limoncello. Opposite:
Lunch on Capri, its
harbour, and fruit.

Sorrento and Capri. No buzzing scooters or tourist throngs, just
a few locals sipping espresso at tables in a piazza flanked by umbrella pines. With the rest of the afternoon at our leisure, I’m
drawn to the brightly coloured platters, pasta bowls, and pitchers outside a handful of ceramic shops. Not all of them are autentico, my guide cautions, pointing me to a merchant who carries
the real deal, hand-painted in town.
Ceramic souvenirs tucked away, I head to Il Flauto di Pan, one
of Ravello’s top restaurants. By now, we’ve been spoiled by the
freshest seafood, pastas, and pizzas, but tonight’s feast, which
starts with a mozzarella mousse and features lamb with honey
and anise and a stellar baba au rhum, would have impressed even
Tiberius. The best part: It’s six completely guilt-free courses,
considering the kilometres we logged and that tomorrow’s optional trek, I’m told, will be the crescendo.

“Level with me,” I urge one guide the next day, trying to suss
out the difficulty of the afternoon’s last hike. Maybe it’s because
he warns that it’s tough, or maybe it’s the dark skies and intermittent rain, but most of the group opts for a van ride to the top.
Once we start climbing the labyrinth of narrow stone staircases that riddle Amalfi, I wonder if I should have joined them.
Skirting terraces of pastel houses that seem to cascade down the
hill, we joke that one wrong turn might find us in someone’s living room. Eventually, the path unwinds, sending us straight up
an improbably steeper set of stairs cut into the hillside. Most of
the way we’re alone, but midflight we come upon a young couple
who ask us to snap their photo, providing a welcome breather.
Down below, the churning seas of the gulf stretch to the horizon, and the crowds of Piazza Duomo seem a world away. It’s
nearly peak season, but from this vantage point you’d think
we’re the only ones here.
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Amalfi, at last.

TAKE A HIKE

Three guided explorations of Amalfi, plus hotels for do-it-yourselfers and those seeking just a day hike or two.

Go Backroads’ six-day walking tour
of the Amalfi Coast takes to the ancient
trails carved into the Sorrento Peninsula
and Capri. Hikes range from strolling the
gardens of the Villa Rufolo in Ravello to a
steep climb up Capri’s Phoenician Steps.
Departures: Multiple dates 8 May until 9
October, 2011.

Trek the Path of the Gods above Positano
and scale Monte Pertuso on Butterfield
& Robinson’s six-day walking tour of
Capri and the Amalfi Coast, exploring
Positano’s chic boutiques and soaking
up the Ravello scenery poolside in your
downtime. Departures: Multiple dates
22 May until 2 October, 2011.
Tailor your own Amalfi Coast hiking trips
to your fitness and adventure level with
European Connection. One option (of
medium difficulty): six days of guided
treks that take in Capri, Mount Vesuvius,
and the Path of the Gods linking Agerola
and Positano. Departures: Any day until
31 October, 2011.
STAY Perched 300 metres above the
sea, the 55-room Caesar Augustus
sits far from the bustle of Capri town
with views spanning the Bay of Naples,
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including Mount Vesuvius, Sorrento,
and Ischia.
Live the life of an emperor at J.K. Place
Capri, a whitewashed villa lookout
over Marina Grande with just 22 rooms
dressed in crisp island style.
Contemporary 79-room Capri Palace
Hotel & Spa features an impressive
modern art collection and suites dedicated to stars (Monroe, Hepburn) and
artists (Mondrian, Magritte). Cap off a
day on one of its private yachts with dinner at the island’s top restaurant, L’Olivo.
Il San Pietro di Positano calls to
travellers with 61 rooms (all with terraces), a stunning cliffside pool, and a
secluded private beach. Don’t miss the
complimentary two-hour boat ride (June
through September).
Handpainted ceramic tile floors adorn
63-room Le Sirenuse, an eighteenthcentury Positano villa where lemon trees
freshen breezes poolside and candles
light the oyster bar overlooking the bay.
The Gambardella family opened Amalfi’s
66-room Hotel Santa Caterina in 1880

and has run it ever since. Elevators carved
into the cliff whisk sunbathers to the beach
club’s pool and seaside Restaurant Al Mare.
Palazzo Sasso presides over the
Mediterranean with 43 rooms in hilltop
Ravello. Views abound from the pool,
from the rooftop solarium’s Jacuzzis,
and from the terraces at two-Michelinstar Rossellinis, a Virtuoso Best of the
Best Hotel Award winner for dining.
Guests at the 48-room Hotel Caruso can
enjoy complimentary two-hour cruises
(from Amalfi) and tours of the hotel gardens with head gardener Gaetano Amato.
The eleventh-century palace features an
infinity pool at Ravello’s highest point.
The 98-room Grand Hotel Excelsior
Vittoria features five acres of gardens
leading from the hotel entrance to Sorrento’s main square, and a private elevator to the pier for boats to Capri. .
Naples’ Romeo Hotel makes a sleek
bookend to Amalfi Coast trips. Vintage
photography complements the 84 rooms’
modern feel; the rooftop Il Comandante
restaurant features picture-perfect views
of the Bay of Naples.

Crystal Cruises. A Perfect Choice.
When your every wish is fulfilled, you know you’ve made a perfect choice.
SPECIAL SAVINGS
AND AMENITIES
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM
CRYSTAL CRUISES:
• Up to US$2,000
“All-Inclusive.
As You Wish.”
spending credits
per couple
• New Open Dining
By Reservation™

Destinations. Service. Space. Quality. These are just a few of the reasons we’ve
been voted World’s Best by the readers of Condé Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure
more than any other cruise line, hotel or resort in history. Join us on any of our
2011 Northern Europe voyages:
Date

Days

Per Couple
Shipboard Credits

Brochure Per
Person Fares

Hamburg to Stockholm

US$2,000

US$6,010

1310

Stockholm to Copenhagen

US$2,000

US$6,010

1312

Stockholm to Copenhagen

US$2,000

US$6,330

Copenhagen to Stockholm

US$2,000

US$8,810

Voyage

To/From

22 May 11

1309

2 Jun

11

27 Jun

11

Baltic Sea & Russia

North Cape & Arctic Circle

13 Jun

14

1311

Crystal Wine & Food Festival theme cruise

8 Jul

14

1313

Copenhagen to London

US$2,000

US$8,810

11

1314

Round-trip London

US$2,000

US$6,825

British Isles

22 Jul

Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Specialist to book your cruise
aboard the World’s Best and
receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyager Club amenities.

Golf theme cruise

Every voyage includes up to US$2,000 “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” shipboard credits to spend as you wish — in the spa, on fine wines, on
Crystal Adventures Shore Excursions, shopping in our boutiques or a one-of-a-kind Vintage Room experience, just to name a few. Book with
your Virtuoso Travel Specialist and you will also receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:
• Competitive cruise fares
• Onboard welcome reception
• Pre-paid onboard gratuities

• Personable onboard host
• Full day shore event or credit for customised options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist for customised options

Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, based on double occupancy for category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacity-controlled and include port, security and handling charges and do not include airfare. The up to US$2,000
“All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” spending credit (based on double occupancy, up to US$1,000 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is non-transferable, cannot be used in the casino or for bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and
cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. All promotions are capacity-controlled, subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn or changed at any time. Fuel surcharges may be added at any time to defray fuel cost
increases, even if the Fare has been paid in full. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number
of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist for more details. All fares, itineraries and shore
excursions are subject to change. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2011 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ship’s registry: The Bahamas
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reasoNs To

Whether you’re floating the Rhine aboard a luxe
cruiser, biking to Budapest, or tearing around Paris on
Rollerblades, Europe is as long on inspiration as ever.
Here’s why you need to make the journey this year.
By Peter greenBerg
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go noW

1

for a Memorable
Dinner

4

England’s culinary legend
has opened his first london
restaurant, Dinner by
Heston Blumenthal,
at the Mandarin Oriental
Hyde Park. Blumenthal’s first venture
outside the village
of Bray mixes
science with
gastronomy for
innovative versions of
classic British cuisine.

for a spicedup Monte
carlo rally
The 79th annual Monte carlo
rally speeds off on 19 January.
This year organisers waived enrollment
fees to encourage amateur drivers
to get behind the wheels of classic
cars, pitting regular folks against
professional drivers and promising an
exciting spectacle.

Mock orange: Pâté with
a mandarin gel exterior
at Dinner by Heston
Blumenthal.

2

for Behind-the-scenes
Museum access
Even the world’s largest museums can showcase
only a fraction of their collections. In Scotland, the

glasgow Museums resource centre

stores priceless collections that can’t fit into the
city’s network of 13 museums. Daily tours provide
a brief overview, or arrange a tour that focuses on
specific collections, such as visual art or cultural
artifacts. Curator-led talks also highlight the gems,
including the works of famed Scottish architect
and artist Charles Rennie Mackintosh.

(REiNDEER RACE) JONAS SUNDBERG, (GlASGOW MUSEUM)
GlASGOW MUSEUMS RESOURCE CENTRE

3

to roll
Down the
champs-Élysées
Every Friday night, hundreds of crazed Parisians
Rollerblade their way past the city’s most
famous spots. The event’s route, loosely organised by a group called Pari roller, changes
weekly but often sets off from Montparnasse,
passes the Eiffel Tower, and rolls along the
Champs-Élysées. Concierges at hotels such as
the Four Seasons Hotel George v can arrange
for the skates, as well as two people to accompany you – one on each arm.

collected curiosities:
glasgow Museums
resource centre.

5

to Play in the snow

Even after the Christmas markets close down, winter celebrations
continue at the kiruna snow festival in Kiruna, Sweden. The
largest winter carnival in Northern Europe, it takes place at the end
of January. During
the three-day event,
on Donder
and Blitzen:
participants build
kiruna
elaborate snow
reindeer
sculptures and the
races.
world’s largest igloo,
stage fashion shows,
and compete in winter sports (including
reindeer racing!).
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8

to Drink Like
a german
Missed Oktoberfest?
fasching, Munich’s
version of Mardi Gras,
takes place in March. Two
weeks after Fasching, grab
an earthenware stein for
Starkbierzeit, or “strong beer
time,” a beer fest that’s far
less touristy, with much more
potent brews.

Beyond oktoberfest in Munich.

7

for the
Dorchester
collection’s next

coming soon to London:
45 Park Lane’s penthouse.
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for star-Powered
cooking Lessons

Michelin-starred chef Franco Taruschio and food writer and cooking
instructor lindy Wildsmith founded the chef’s room, fish &
cookery school, in South Wales’ Blaenavon, one of the region’s
better-kept secrets. Guest chefs include Giuseppe Silvestri from Harrods,
Welsh chef and cookbook author Nerys Howell, and Michelin-starred Shaun
Hill of The Walnut Tree.

istanbul’s Blue Mosque.

9

for a turkish
Delight

Multicultural flavor prevails throughout
Turkey’s East-meets-West, historysoaked landscape. Taste for yourself in
Istanbul, where my favourite dessert,
firinda sütlaç (baked rice pudding),
has roots in the Ottoman Empire’s
royal kitchens (try it at Özsüt Pudding
in Sultanahmet or Saray Pudding on
Istiklal Caddesi). Of course, there’s
much more to experience in this
region: Heritage tours Private
travel’s nine-day round-trip exploration includes visits to Istanbul, Cappadocia, İzmir, and more. Departures until
20 December.

The Dorchester Collection’s second london property, 45 Park Lane, opens
early this year next door to The Dorchester hotel in london’s Mayfair district.
Not only is the 45-room upscale hotel housed in the former Playboy Club, but it
also features Wolfgang Puck’s first European restaurant, contemporary design
flourishes, and green touches such as aluminium fins that cool the property.

12

to circumnavigate sicily

taormina’s grecoroman theater.

Spend 12 days circling Sicily during

Zegrahm & eco expeditions’
voyage on the 110-passenger Clipper
Odyssey. During the sailing, travellers
go ashore to the uNESCO World Heritage site of Agrigento and the thirdcentury Greco-Roman theatre of
Taormina, as well as to Sicily’s vineyards, olive groves, and markets.
Departure: 4 April.

grace on the rails:
the Venice simplon-orient-express.

10

to see
europe
by classic
train

(BEER) VSTOCK llC/TETRA iMAGES/CORBiS, (BlUE MOSQUE) SiMEONE GiOVANNi/SiME/ESTOCK PHOTO
(TAORMiNA) ANTONiNO BARTUCCiO/GRAND TOUR/CORBiS

Paging Agatha Christie. The
golden era of rail travel still exists in
Europe. The Venice simplonorient-express operates
from March through November,
including its most classic scenic
journey, from venice to london.
Departures: 30 March and 6 April.

13

to take
a slow
Boat through
the alsace

Try barging on Alsace-lorraine
canals along the German border,
where picturesque villages
produce outstanding dry white
wines. french country
Waterways operates several
decadent barges that fit fewer
than 20 passengers and cruise
the canals
at less than nine kilometres per
hour. Grab a bicycle, ride out
ahead of the barge, and
work up an appetite for
some great meals on
board. Departures:
3 April until 2 July.

11

Take advantage of “secret flights.” That
is, foreign carriers – particularly ones
known for exceptional service and
experience – that fly routes you’d
never expect. Case in point: Indian
airline Jet airways operates daily
flights from Delhi to Milan.

15

for
Britain’s
off-season
Deals
England’s winter weather may not
be great, but the trade-off for offseason travel is bigger discounts
and fewer crowds. rail europe’s
new BritRail low Season Pass costs
20 percent less than regular-season
rates and provides unlimited travel
throughout England, Scotland, and
Wales – so even in gray weather,
you get to view the countryside
from a cosy train car.

14

for
surprising
air service

for
sweden’s
stealth Dining
Destination

Haute swedish cuisine at
kock & Vin, gothenburg.

The coastal city of Gothenburg is a
surprising culinary hub, often overshadowed by Sweden’s more famous capital
city. In response to growing interest,
British airways recently launched
twice-daily service from Heathrow. Best
known for its fresh seafood, Gothenburg
is home to a whopping five Michelinstarred restaurants: Kock & vin,
Sjömagasinet, 28+, Fond, and Basement.
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16

for iceland’s
urban and
natural Pursuits
Ever expect to learn tango in...
Iceland? In Reykjavík, the locals
find an excuse for a party all year
long, including a tango festival
and a jazz festival in August. For
its seven-day Reykjavík-based
tour, Horizon & co. combines
city experiences with day trips
to natural sites such as the Blue
lagoon and the geothermal area
of landmannalaugar. Departures:
Any day throughout 2011.

18

for Pasta-Making
at the source

Follow Italy’s rustic flavors with local dairy farmers, olive oil producers,
vintners, and truffle hunters in the southern region of Molise. authentescapes’ chefhosted sevenday programme
includes
hands-on pastamaking lessons,
a truffle-hunting
demonstration,
and more, mixed
with high-end
Diy noodles in italy’s
dining. DeparMolise region.
ture: 26 April.

Warm heart: iceland’s Landmannalaugar geothermal region.

19

for a Historical
Perspective

Through January, a special exhibit at the Eu’s largest Jewish
museum, the Jüdisches Museum Berlin, provides
the first comprehensive look at the history of forced labor in
Germany and its effects before and after World War II. The
remainder of the museum covers two millennia of GermanJewish history.

Party like a Parisian at

Le Bar du Plaza
athénée, where an

innovative cocktail menu
bypasses the old standards in favor of mixes
such as vodka, lychee,
and Champagne. locals
and visitors come by for
the laid-back, loungelike, early-evening “blue
hours,” while the later
“red hours” feature DJs
and a nightclub crowd.
And remember, it’s not
just about the drinks: This
bar is ground zero for
great people-watching.
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20

to ski
Bulgaria

One of Europe’s best-kept secrets: Bulgaria’s exceptional
skiing. Skiers can stay in Sofia and make trips to nearby
Vitosha (about nine kilometres away) for mountain
sports, as well as volcanic rock formations, climbing walls,
mineral springs, and traditional, seasonal plates at the
tiny vishnite restaurant. Best of all, Bulgaria is still one of
the most affordable destinations in Europe.
Vitosha peaks.

(iCElAND) TYlER STABlEFORD/GETTY iMAGES, (PASTA) RAlF MOHR/AlAMY,
(ViTOSHA MOUNTAiN) ROSEN DiMiTROV/AlAMY, (MARTiNi) MilOS lUZANiN/AlAMY

17

for cocktails in
Paris

21

for an irish overview

Everywhere in Ireland – from its capital city to the bucolic western region
to Northern Ireland – has a distinct personality. Brendan Vacations
circles the entire coast during a 13-day exploration, starting from Dublin;
moving south to Waterford; over to Killarney, Connemara, and letterkenny;
and then north to Ballygally and Belfast. Departures: Multiple dates, 30 April
until 15 October.

23

to
Bike
the Dalmatian
coast

Ballygally’s volcanic
giant’s causeway.

22

to sail
from sea to sea

(GiANT’S CAUSEWAY) RiCCARDO SPilA/SiME/ESTOCK PHOTO

If you really want to get into the
heart of Europe, try travelling
it all the way from the North
Sea to the Black Sea. tauck’s
cruise on the 118-passenger
Swiss Sapphire or the brandnew Treasures is a well-planned
three-week adventure along
three rivers – the Danube, Main,
and Rhine – travelling through
the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia,
Serbia, Bulgaria, and Romania.
Departure: Multiple dates, 27
May until 11 October.

You don’t have to be Marco Polo
to experience an active holiday.
Backroads offers a cuttingedge tour of Croatia, from Split to
Dubrovnik along the Dalmatian
Coast, with easy hiking, biking, and
sailing excursions to the islands and
overnights at local inns. Departures:
Multiple dates, 8 May until 9 October.
ready to moor off Hvar
on the Dalmatian coast.

for the
24
Markets
One of the best ways to
spend time with locals and
experience regional flavors
is to visit a farmers’ market.
The Viktualienmarkt
(“victuals market”) in central
Munich is one of Europe’s best.
Here you can sample traditional bratwurst and salamis,
as well as spices, bread, and,
of course, apple strudel from
local producers. No surprise
here: There’s also a beer
garden open at 9 AM.

fresh fare at
Munich’s Viktualienmarkt.

25

for Lightning-Quick travel

Topping out at 335 kph, Spain’s newest aVe train cuts the 3 hour 50 minute Madrid-valencia trip to a blistering
90 minutes. Travellers can now sip espresso by the Prado for breakfast and savour paella seaside for lunch.

J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1

35

euroPe

NOW

26

to see austria and
Hungary by Bicycle

Butterfield & robinson’s new six-day biking route from
vienna to Budapest combines old-world sights, easy bicycling
paths, and immersion into western Hungary’s celebrated
Badacsony wine region. Departures: Multiple dates, 5 June
until 11 September.

austria by two wheels.

Daytime all night long:
norwegian summer.

27

crystal cruises’ Crystal Serenity spends the Northern Hemisphere’s

to Bask in the
Midnight sun

summer solstice where it counts: in the Arctic Circle. The 1,080-passenger ship
sails from Copenhagen to Stockholm for 14 days of sun-drenched scenery, with
activities such as a trek across Longyearbyen Glacier and drinks at an ice bar on
Norway’s North Cape, the northernmost point in Europe. Departure: 13 June.

28

for an adriatic
adventure

the yachts of seabourn’s new 450-passenger, all-suite
Seabourn Quest launches its luxe Mediterranean cruise from
Barcelona in June. Itineraries include the Greek Isles, as well as
trips that highlight the gems of the Adriatic. We’re talking ports
of call such as secluded Triluke Bay; historic Šibenik, Croatia;
and one of the hottest – and coolest – medieval destinations
that many people can’t even find on a map: Kotor, Montenegro.
Maiden voyage: 20 June.
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Passing through the
Mediterranean’s corinth canal.

29

to Beat
the olympic
crowds

Beacon of note:
chipiona’s lighthouse.

The fishing village of chipiona –
located on the western coast of Andalusia in the Cádiz province – is so
off the brochure your friends won’t
be able to track you down. Its main
claim to fame, besides its moscatels,
sherries, and vinegars, is that it’s
home to Spain’s tallest lighthouse
– the beacon still functions, and
you can climb 344 steps (about 68
metres) to the top for views all the
way to the coast of Portugal.

Get ahead of the 2012 crowds in london with a
visit to the Shropshire village of Much Wenlock, a few hours northwest of london. Why?
It’s known as the birthplace of the modern Olympics. William Penny Brookes set up the Wenlock
Olympian Games in 1850 and, in 1866, became
one of the founders of the modern Olympic
Games. Today, visitors can follow the Olympic
Trail to explore historic points and learn about the
inspiration for one of the 2012 mascots – named
Wenlock.

31

30

for
spain’s
Laid-Back side

for a Woman’s take on Budapest

It’s girl power at the four seasons Hotel gresham Palace in Budapest, where guests can participate in the
ladies First tour of the city. Take in the Statue of Sissy and the Elizabeth Bridge, which pay tribute to Hungary’s beloved
Queen Elizabeth, as well as the city’s own Statue of liberty and little Princess Statue. The hotel can also arrange private
visits with Hungarian fashion designers such as Tamás Náray, Katti Zoob, or the power trio behind the uSE/unused line.

34

35

Many hotels around the
world boast a resident
dog, but what about
for cat lovers? The

Every year, the Eu recognises the European
Capital of Culture, a city
(or cities) with exceptional cultural programs.
In 2011, expect to see
outstanding events each
month at the first of this
year’s two selections:
tallinn, estonia. The
designation coincides
with the 20th anniversary
of Estonia’s independence and marks its
adoption of the euro.

(ViOliN) D. HURST/AlAMY, (liGHTHOUSE) HP CANADA/AlAMY, (TAlliNN) JON ARNOlD iMAGES lTD./AlAMY

for
tallinn,
for the
2011 capital
cat’s Meow of culture

32

33

Prague is a hub for cultural events, including
the acclaimed sum-

Not only is Warsaw the
legislative capital of Poland,
it’s the country’s cultural
hub. Warsaw summer
Jazz Days, a citywide
event, runs throughout
July and August, with
shows ranging from
impromptu street sessions
to jazz greats playing in
venues throughout the
city. Don’t miss the openair performances in
Zamkowy Square.

for
for
classical Poland’s
culture
Jazz scene
mer festivities of
early Music in July
and August. Music and
dance performances
take place in the city’s
baroque churches,
palaces, and gardens.
Don’t miss a performance in the grand
AD 993 Benedictine
Břevnov Monastery.

Hotel Le Bristol

in Paris recently
welcomed Fa-raon,
whose elegant breed is
the sacred cat of Burma.
You can find this affectionate feline wandering the bar, lobby, and
courtyard of the luxe
hotel, mere steps from
the Champs- Élysées.
from the rooftops:
tallinn, a 2011 capital of culture.
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39

for turku, 2011
capital of culture
river embellishment:
a fountain sculpture in turku.

The co-Capital
of Culture for
2011, turku,
finland, will
transform the
ferry Silja Europa, the biggest
cruise liner on
the Baltic Sea,
into an official
cultural experience, featuring
Finnish musicians, dance
performances,
and more.

for Designer
steals
Believe it or not, outlet
shopping is all the rage in
Europe. At the Maasmechelen village near Brussels,
shoppers go home with
international brands such as
versace and Hugo Boss, as
well as Belgian brands like
Bellerose and Essentiel – for
as much as 60 percent off.
The la vallée village outside
Paris offers deals on clothes
and accessories by Façonnable, Burberry, and
more. And if you’re in
Paris, don’t forget my
little secret for bargains:
Monoprix, right on the
Champs-Élysées.

37

for small-town
Basque fare

38

for a Literary
Layover
amsterdam
schiphol air-

Bookish scene
in amsterdam.

38
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port has opened
a library, created
in partnership
with Dutch public
libraries, featuring a collection
of 1,200 Dutchculture-focused
books in 29 different languages,
plus music and
films. And yes,
they have iPads.

40

to explore
Littleknown islands
terceira, the second-largest
of the azores.

Local vines:
Txakoli grapes,
a varietal from
getaria, spain.

In the 1950s, about
the only time travellers saw the azores
islands was during
refueling stops on
TWA Constellations
as they flew across
the Atlantic. Then
came the jet age, and
the Azores became
a flyover. One of my
favourite places, this
laid-back, all-natural
destination with rolling green hills and
placid lakes is one of
Europe’s undersung
destinations.

(TURKU) AllAN BAxTER/GETTY iMAGES, (AZORES) liSA liNDER/SiME/ESTOCK PHOTO
(GRAPES) GRAFiCART.NET/AlAMY

Basque Country in the western Pyrenees of northern Spain is best known for the highend cuisine found in San Sebastián. But travel about 24 kilometres outside the city to
the small coastal town of getaria for simply prepared, fresh prawns and just-caught
fish such as besugo (sea bream) and rodaballo (turbot). The area’s famous txakoli vineyards are only about a half mile farther inland.

41

Because surf’s
up in ireland
As you head to the very worthwhile Cliffs of Moher in western Ireland, take a
short detour to the seaside village of Lahinch. It’s known for its golf club,
but it has a secret that only the Irish seem to know about: great surfing – a
chilly sight you don’t want to miss.

(SURFER) KiM HAUGHTON/AlAMY, (BURGSEEli lAKE) NAGElESTOCK.COM/AlAMY

Hardy souls prepare to
catch waves in Lahinch.

42

for
immersive
Wine tasting
abercrombie & kent’s custom
private trip through Tuscany includes
five days in an Italian castle hotel,
a tour of an ancient wine cellar,
and tastings at renowned wineries
and restaurants. Walk the vineyards
of Ornellaia Estate on the Tuscan
coast to eat grapes straight from
the vine before tasting the final
product in a private cellar.
Departures: Throughout 2011.

43

for
British
Microbrews
It’s practically impossible to
travel to England without drinking beer, so learn about the
country’s heritage at the new

national Brewery centre – an interactive museum

that recently opened in Burton
upon Trent, Staffordshire, in
the heart of England. Then head
to any one of the five breweries
in town, including local microbrewers, Burton Bridge
Brewery, and Tower Brewery.

alpine stroll:
Burgseeli Lake.

Hôtel de la cité is located
inside carcassonne’s citadel.

44

Hotels

for
Historic

Carcassonne, France, is considered the largest medieval city in
Europe, complete with fortified
walls and ancient structures.
Hôtel de la cité offers
guests an audio tour of the
property showcasing its history,
art collection and artifacts, and
nearby historic landmarks: the
Roman Château Comtal and the
Gothic Basilica of Saint-Nazaire.

45

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

for an
alpine adventure
Meet the locals while hiking the Swiss Alps. Take an easy four
kilometre stroll from Interlaken Ost, the main station in the town,
to Burgseeli Lake in the Canton of Berne. It’s a beautiful
walk along the Aare River past a ruined castle to the lake, which
is naturally warm in summertime – ideal for swimming, paddling,
and diving.
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Brand-new for 2011: a
four-day jaunt through
southern Corsica by
euroPanache. The
private trip takes travellers to the emperor’s
birthplace, the town of
Ajaccio, as well as to
Bonifacio, the island’s
oldest town and a hot
spot for yachting and
diving, and the beach
resort of Porto-vecchio.
Departures: Any day
throughout 2011.

napoleon was here:
ajaccio, corsica.

49
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to go Beyond
Burgundy

tendingthe vines
in the Languedoc.

If you’ve already seen Bordeaux or Burgundy,
it’s time for a pleasant surprise. The laid-back
Languedoc-roussillon wine region in the
foothills of the Pyrenees has a Mediterranean
climate, with hot summers and mild winters. use
Montpellier – accessible from Paris by the TGv
train – as a home base and take the train to other
cities, smaller villages, and seaside resorts along
the coast.

V i RT U O S O l i F E

No trip to Saint Petersburg would be
complete without a trip to The Hermitage,
but be sure to visit the lesser-known but
equally dazzling russian Museum.
Go early and have the place to yourself
to take in the massive collection of Russian
sculpture, graphics, and paintings spread
over four buildings.

Because
Jet Lag is a
thing of the Past

50

40

for russia’s
Lesser-known gems

Frequent travellers to
london know the
hassles of earlymorning arrivals
before a day of
sightseeing. At
the just renovated
192-room four

seasons Hotel
London at Park
Lane, the spanking-

new tenth-floor
lounge offers
showers and work
spaces for those
early birds whose
rooms are still
being prepared.
It’s about time.

to Live the
Villa Life

Renting a European villa is as romantic as it sounds: Shop at the
markets, cook your own meals, and explore the countryside. A
classic Tuscan villa is a great choice, but consider alternative
destinations too: the Croatian seaside in Dubrovnik or even farther off the beaten path on the island of Hvar. Hosted Villas
has a collection of stunning properties across Europe – including Tuscan and Croatian hideaways.
Dalmatian retreat: a home in Dvor
na Moru from Hosted Villas.

(AJACCiO) DAViD ROBERTSON/AlAMY, (SlEEP MASK) AllOY PHOTOGRAPHY/VEER
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to see
napoleon’s
corsica

NOW INCLUDING

luxury

explore ...

FREE

IT’S ALL INCLUDED.

H OT E L

PACKAGE

This is cruising as it is meant to be — a world where everything is included, without exception and without
compromise. Personal service soars into the sublime aboard our elegant ships liberating you to follow your heart,
fulfill your desires, and explore exciting new places around the world. Indulge in world-class cuisine, unmatched personal
service and satisfy your sense of adventure by taking advantage of our FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions.
Explore ... it’s all included.

EXPLORE EUROPE IN 2011
Seven Seas Voyager | Seven Seas Mariner | 700 GUESTS, ALL SUITES, ALL BALCONIES

DATE

PROMOTIONAL FARE
PER PERSON
INCLUDING
BONUS SAVINGS
(CATEGORY H)

NIGHTS FROM/TO

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE
REGENT EXPERIENCE
• Bonus savings of up to
US $3,400 per suite
• FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

MAY 28 10

BARCELONA TO ROME 1,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US 6,799

• FREE Luxury Hotel Package — NEW

JUN 7

14

LONDON TO STOCKHOLM $3,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US $9,299

JUN 28

10

COPENHAGEN TO STOCKHOLM $1,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US $7,299

• FREE beverages including fine wines,
beer and premium spirits, soft drinks,
bottled water, specialty coffees and
tea served throughout the ship

JUL 8

10

STOCKHOLM TO COPENHAGEN $1,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US $7,299

JUL 28

12

STOCKHOLM TO LONDON $3,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US $8,299

AUG 19

14

LONDON TO MONTE CARLO $3,400 Bonus Savings per suite

US $9,299

$

$

• FREE in-suite mini-bar replenished
daily with soft drinks, beer and
bottled water
• FREE 24-hour room service and
no additional charge for specialty
restaurants
• FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

FEATURING: VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL
RECEPTION AND EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY CRUISE EXPERIENCE
WORLD’S BEST CRUISE LINE • BEST LUXURY CRUISE LINE
TOP-RATED SHIP • BEST ROOMS • BEST LUXURY STATEROOMS

VOTED BEST CRUISE LINE, VIRTUOSO 2010

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
Fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy. All fares and offers are for new bookings only, are capacity controlled and subject to availability, may not be combined with other offers and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge
may apply and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Regent Seven Seas Cruises. Promotional Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; fares may not include Personal Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract.
Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite categories and may not have been in effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in effect after the expiration date. FREE Luxury Hotel Package applies to guests 1 and 2 only and includes breakfast,
porterage and transfers from the hotel to the ship. A supplement of $300 per person applies for 3 or more guests. Meals, laundry, telephone calls and other personal items, unless specifically noted, are not included and are the responsibility of the guest. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves
the right to cancel the availability of any hotel included in the package. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursion reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and subject to availability. A supplement will apply on Regent Choice excursions and excludes Private Arrangements and
all Adventures Ashore programs. Restrictions apply and cancellations received 36 hours prior to shore excursion start date may incur penalties. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any |and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time.
J A N UA RY F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1 4 1
Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract available at www.RSSC.com. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas and Bermuda. ©2011 Regent Seven Seas Cruises.
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PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

Shipshape and splendid: Vila Vita Parc
hotel’s lobby and (opposite) its beach.

Call of the

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

coast
Portugal’s Algarve makes for
a beachy, beautiful getaway.
by marika mcelroy cain
photography by annie marie musselman
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1

43

Blue for days:
Morning on the algarve.

Plunging Cliffs anD golDen beaChes; the vast atlantiC
anD the ariD inlanD Plains; roses anD orange groves; figs
anD almonDs anD FLOR DE SAL. from the lanDsCaPe to the
table, the algarve is saturateD with Colour, flavour, anD
a legaCy of Daring.
The region spans Portugal’s southern
coast from Cape Saint Vincent, the
European continent’s southwesternmost tip, east to its border with Spain. In
late spring, when wildflowers dot the
fields and the summer tourists are still
toiling at their desks in Germany and
England, it’s a delicious place to while
away a week. Avoid condo-blighted
areas like Lagos and Albufeira and stick
to small towns for mornings sipping
bicas (espresso shots) at outdoor
cafés, afternoons on the beach, and
heart-pounding cliffside walks. A worthy
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home base for an Algarve lark: the Vila
Vita Parc hotel, a whitewashed resort
that cascades across 54 acres of oceanfront hillside outside the tiny burg of Armação de Pêra. Local fare is simple,
hearty, and flavourful. Wines from the
nearby Alentejo region rival the country’s better-known Douro Valley vintages in quality. In short, there’s plenty to
do, eat, and see here, but not so much that
you’ll feel guilty for spending as much
time as you want at the beach.
Herewith, some suggestions for Algarve explorations, easy outings from

your hotel, from the eastern side to the
western tip.

CaCela velha
The tiny hilltop hamlet of Cacela
Velha has Moorish roots, a poetically
tumbledown appearance, and views of
the oceanside Ria Formosa nature reserve. Commerce takes a backseat to ambience here: Just a few tiny cafés stand
among the whitewashed homes and
cobblestoned streets. The church and
crumbling eighteenth-century fortress
add to the town’s allure, but save time to

clockwise from top left: the town of silves, flavoured
butters at Vila Vita, sagres Point, and alentejo fare.
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clockwise from left: a tavira church, silves’
fortress, and sagres Harbour.

wander through the cemetery, with its
outdoor mausoleum, rows of neatly
stacked tombs embellished with glassedin collections of photos and mementos,
remembrances of previous residents.

tavira
Take it from the top in Tavira, perhaps
the Algarve’s prettiest town. The ruins of the town’s castle atop a hill burst
with landscaping reminiscent of a Tasha Tudor illustration. The perfume of
roses hangs over the place, with vistas
across the town’s multiroofed houses
(each room in a Tavira home gets its own
red-tiled roof). Descending the cobbled
streets, you’ll get a look at a gorgeous
assortment of azulejos, traditional tile
work. At the centre of town, where a medieval bridge spans the river, cafés line
the riverside, and old men in newsboy
caps loiter in the square. Tavira produces
delicate, mineral-rich flor de sal, harvested from the Ria Formosa reserve. Pick up
this gourmet souvenir for just a few euros in any of the shops around the central
square. Skip the pricier decorative glass
bottles and buy a less expensive bag to
divvy up at home.
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silves
While Cacela Velha and Tavira brim with
salt air and ocean views, in Silves, about
32 kilometres inland, a drier climate prevails. Orange groves fan out in the countryside surrounding the town’s medieval
castle. The Moorish kings of the Algarve
made Silves their capital, and visitors
can now stroll the ramparts of the crumbling fortress, where the Moors holed up
for months in the early twelfth century
thanks to an enormous aquifer, before
surrendering to the Crusaders.

sagres
At the Algarve’s western tip, Sagres is
nearly the southwesternmost tip of Europe (that honour goes to Cape Saint
Vincent, a few more miles to the west),
but it still feels like the end of the world.
The town itself is modest, but the 45-metre cliffs it perches on imbue it with drama – as do the local fishermen who drop
their lines over the precarious edges. A
15-minute walk brings you to Sagres
Point, the site of Prince Henry the Navigator’s fifteenth-century school, its
alumni a who’s who of New World exploration: Vasco de Gama, Ferdinand

souvenir
Porches Pottery, a 42-year-old studio
just west of the Vila Vita Parc hotel, makes
the region’s traditional majolica tableware
and decorative pieces.

Local colour: Vila Vita Parc’s pool
and a silves eatery.

SPECIALIST TIP

“The Algarve’s off-thebeaten-track place is the
vicentina Coast, north of
Sagres. It’s an unspoiled
piece of Europe.”
– Nuno Tavares, Tours For You,
Virtuoso’s on-site tour operator
in Portugal
Magellan, and more. Not much remains
of the naval academy, but the students’
inspiration is unmissable. Gazing out
from the cliffs at the point, it’s easy to understand why so many generations believed in a flat world – and to appreciate
that it’s not.

AlGARvE AND AROuND
Where to stay and what to do.

STAY The 173-room Vila Vita Parc, situated near the middle of the Algarve, makes a
great departure point for day trips to the east, west, or inland. A glittering emerald – or
aquamarine, depending on the light – of a beach tucked at the foot of a cliff, Moorish
flourishes, and the Michelin-starred Ocean restaurant make it a graceful landing pad.
Swim in the pool or at the beach, relax in the serene spa, and hop on the 22-metre motor yacht to sail to the resort’s nearby beach restaurant.
SIDE TRIP The arid alentejo region abuts the Algarve just an hour inland from the
coast. The scenery here runs to fields, olive groves, and vineyards, and the place feels
deliciously untrammeled. The Vila Vita Parc owns a 1,465-acre Alentejo estate, Herdade
dos grous, which makes for an easy day trip. Grapevines and stands of olive trees,
shot through with daisies and other wildflowers in the spring, surround the main building, where a restaurant serves meals sourced from the estate’s garden and livestock,
accompanied by its commendable wines.
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FAMILY TIME, AND MORE.

WHAT MATTERS

Your Family Travel Calendar
Time flies, kids grow up – better make those holidays count with trips
they’ll never forget. bY ELAINE GLUSAC

A

s much as family travel is

about quality time, it’s about quantity
time too: hours spent playing Go Fish in
the hotel, reading aloud on the train,
starting a seashell collection at the beach. Here are
some suggestions for making the most of this year’s
getaways, from long weekends to winter breaks.
FALL
Adventure: Save a Sea Turtle
Like a zoo without walls, Africa instinctively
appeals to children. South Africa, with its malaria-free Eastern Cape, is a good starter. African
Travel Inc.’s ten-day trip culminates with four
days at a private game reserve, where families,
including children ages 4 and up, can track the
“big five” in private vehicles and, afterward,
expend their energies at the pool, playroom, and
jungle gym. Visits to area reserves – including a
primate centre, bird sanctuary, and elephant
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park, where guests can touch, feed, and even
ride the pachyderms – lead up to the safari
stay. Departures: Year-round.
Culture: The Art of Play in Spain
Spanish culture’s focus on family results in
one of Europe’s warmest welcomes for children of all ages. Travcoa’s 11-day independent
itinerary offers families the flexibility of touring Spain in the company of private guides,
from bustling Madrid to medieval Toledo and
on to Moorish and musical Andalusia. A visit
to Gaudí’s theatrical Sagrada Família cathedral caps the tour in Barcelona, where tapas
sustain happy nibblers well before the late
Spanish dinner hour. Departures: Year-round.
Relaxation: Sailing the Caribbean
When it comes to simple pleasures of the
coastal variety, few islands rival Nevis, the

Tim Pannell/Corbis

Memorable moments
at Barcelona’s
Parc Güell.

green, serene, and largely undeveloped
kid sister to St. Kitts. For families seeking an extended time-out, the 196-room
Four Seasons Resort Nevis balances
the needs of multiple generations, welcoming the kids with lizard hunts, monkey watches, and snorkelling lessons,
while maintaining one of three pools for
adults only. The resort’s new sailing
school challenges guests ages 8 and up to
learn to pilot a boat. Three-day SailLaser
courses teach proficiency with lightweight, child-size boats, or slightly larger
varieties for teen and adult sailors.

Classroom with a view: Sailing lessons
at Four Seasons Resort Nevis.

WINTER
Adventure: Island Hops and RainForest Treks
Home to forested highlands renowned
for biodiversity, Ecuador offers more
than the Galápagos Islands. Adventure
Associates’ new 11-day trip combines
the best of both worlds with visits to the
Andes’ 2,700-acre Mashpi Reserve and
to the Galápagos by boat. In the Mashpi,
based at a new 18-room eco-lodge,
guests can bird-watch for 500 species,
swim in the Mashpi River, and ride an
aerial tram through the canopy. The
South American safari continues in the
Galápagos aboard the 40-passenger
yacht Isabela II with island stops to spot
blue-footed boobies, giant tortoises,
penguins, and sea lions. Departures:
Weekly, beginning 6 July.
Culture: Spanish School
The family that learns together, grows
together – literalmente. camp meets
classroom on Rico Tours’ eight-day
Spanish immersion holiday in Nosara,
Costa Rica. Based in a ten-room estate
overlooking the Pacific Ocean, guests
take Spanish classes each morning
with instructors from the respected
Centro Panamericano de Idiomas
(parents and children can study together or split up, based on abilities
and interests). Excursions to shop,
surf, and watch wildlife from a river
kayak offer opportunities to practice
Spanish. A swimming pool and daily
yoga classes fill downtime on campus.
Departures: 16, 23, 30 July, 2011.

Shhh, the kids are still sleeping:
Relaxing in Costa Rica.

Relaxation: Camping in Comfort
Clayoquot Wilderness Resort offers
all the appeal of life in the great outdoors with none of the tent-erecting,

J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1

49

WHAT MATTERS
sea turtle patrol in Mexico.

tented dining at clayoquot
Wilderness resort.

SPECIALIST TIP

“as a general rule,
the younger the
traveller, the slower
the pace. Travel
can be intense, and
you can’t expect
a child to keep an
adult schedule.”
fire-making, food-foraging work.
Twenty canvas-sided tents feature
downy beds, woodstoves, and antique
dressers on the remote shores of
Vancouver Island, British Columbia.
Guests hike the rain forest with First
Nation guides; take cooking, art, and
horseback-riding lessons; and fill unstructured hours casting for fish, poking around tide pools, watching for
whales, or even playing paintball.
Open 19 May until 29 September.
sPring
adventure: save a sea turtle
Ready to lay eggs, female olive ridley
sea turtles hit Mexico’s Pacific beaches
en masse in a frenzy of nest digging,
known as arribadas, between June and
December. After 50 to 60 days of incubation, the tiny hatchlings – about 100
per nest – scramble to the sea. Based
in an eco-lodge on an undeveloped
stretch in Oaxaca, guests of Natural
Habitat Adventures’ six-day sea turtle
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watch stay up past bedtime patrolling
the beach to ensure the hatchlings’
predator-free passage. By day, travellers
visit conservation camps devoted to
turtles, iguanas, and birds. Departures: 5
and 12 September, 3 October.
culture: chinese treasures
China, a country with a written history more than 4,000 years old, resists
summing up. But Horizon & Co.’s
14-day family adventure broadly
samples the culture, from ancient empire to modern power, with visits to
Beijing, Xi’an, Guilin, and Shanghai.
The Forbidden City, Great Wall, and
terra-cotta warriors highlight the
itinerary; sightseeing is interspersed
with family bike rides, mountain
climbs, tai chi and gourmet cooking
lessons, and a Li River cruise. Private
guides offer access as well as insight,
and kids appreciate the mix of transportation, including trains. Departures: Year-round.

relaxation: autumn
in the alleghenies
Before they drop their leaves in anticipation of winter, the maple, aspen, and birch
hardwoods paint the Allegheny Mountains in a stirring spectrum from honey
gold to apple red. The 483-room Homestead in Hot Springs, Virginia, on the East
Coast of the US, salutes Allegheny fall
with a series of seasonal activities, from
hay rides to evening campfires complete
with s’mores. Guests can roam the resort’s 3,000 blushing acres on horseback,
in an off-road vehicle, on mountain bikes,
or on foot. Indoors, the hot-springs-fed
pool, bowling alley, and kids’ club provide
timeless entertainment.
suMMer
culture: Holidays with royals
For fans of author Rick Riordan, whose
novels have made Greek mythology
popular with schoolkids, Egypt is the
next stop in the ancient world. The
country is both the setting for the

author’s latest book and a natural for inquiring minds eager to witness buried
treasures entombed with the pharaohs,
decipher hieroglyphs, and experience a
desert skyline serrated by pyramids
from the back of a camel. Swain Tours’
ten-day itinerary includes visits to Cairo’s iconic Giza Pyramids and Luxor’s
sprawling Temple of Karnak, and a Nile
River cruise. Departures: Year-round.

Leaf-peeping at
the Homestead.

relaxation: snow Play
Winter in the Alps means more than skiing. It’s sledding, snowman making, and
fondue. Celebrate the season at the cosy
29-room Kristiania Lech hotel in Austria’s Arlberg region. Families can take a
horse-drawn sleigh ride, participate in a
fireside sing-along with hot chocolate
and s’mores, take a guided snowshoe
walk, and make a snowman with the help
of a kit, including buttons for eyes. Ski
nannies see venturesome little ones to
and from the ski school, and butlers draw
lavender bubble baths to help them sleep
soundly. Inn owner Othmar Schneider
will even produce his Olympic medals for
a special session of show-and-tell.

NOW IS THE RIGHT TIME TO VISIT TURKEY !

See the world’s most opulent palaces.

Relax on a Blue Voyage Cruise gulet.

Enjoy magical dinners on the Bosphorus.

*
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Behold the natural wonders of Anatolia.
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INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL
4 Corporate Plaza Drive, Suite 202

Newport Beach,
CA 92660, U.S.A.
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in 1986

Phone: (949) 719-2800
Fax: (949) 719-2378
E-Mail: EsatKadaster@newportinternational.net

• Your best and speedy resource for Turkey, with a Management bringing over 40 years of travel experience in Turkey.
California SOT#1006630-60
• Our Headquarters is located here in California, as close to you as a phone call! Your inquiries receive our immediate response.
• We have our own dedicated Operations Center in Turkey that brings excellent relationships with the best Licensed
Tour Guides, Professional Drivers, Hotels, Restaurants, Gulets, Yachts, Private Plane Charters, Local Airlines,
M. ESAT KADASTER
and other resources, exclusively to serve the needs of your clients there.
PRESIDENT
• Engin Kadaster, our Manager, has the distinction of having been the Official Guide of the British Royal Family in Ephesus
NEWPORT
SM
during the visit of HRH Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip.
INTERNATIONAL
• We are unique in having “in house” an Archaeologist and former Professional Turkish Tour Guide.
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YOU
PROMPTLY,
AS:
• Our only destination is Turkey, and we have the best expertise there to share with you.

Our Manager, an Archaeologist from Turkey, was Official Guide to ANZAC Veterans
during their visit on the 50th Anniversary of The Gallipoli War.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist to have TURKEY AT ITS BEST
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OF PRIVATE ESCORTED
TOURS TO TURKEY SINCE
1986
create memorable life experiences
in Turkey,
customised
especially
for you !
WHAT WE DO:
4 Corporate Plaza Drive, Suite 202
Newport Beach, CA 92660, U.S.A.

Phone: (949) 719-2800
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RESOURCE FOR TURKEY WITH FAST, PERSONAL, TURNAROUND
(949)
719-2378
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20-day Itinerary.
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WEDDINGS,
GOLF TOURS,AND
and VIP ARRANGEMENTS
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TEAM
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AND EXPERTISE
FOR
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CULINARY AND WINE TOURS, among a very large portfolio of other Special Interest Tour Programs in Turkey.
• In addition to Turkish ports located on Mediterranean, Aegean, and Sea of Marmara coasts, we also offer now
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HAVE YOUR SAY NOW, GO TO WWW.LUXURYTRAVELMAG.COM.AU TO VOTE
Luxury Travel Magazine’s Gold List is the most
comprehensive luxury travel survey ever undertaken
by an Australian magazine and is widely accepted as
Australia’s premier travel awards.
The awards are the result of a survey in which tens
of thousands of Luxury Travel Magazine’s readers and
subscribers, plus Virtuoso travellers, are asked to nominate
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the world’s best hotels, resorts, spas, cruise lines, golf courses,
airlines and destinations, in over 25 individual categories.
Now in its 7th consecutive year, the Luxury Travel Gold List
2011 survey is online at www.luxurytravelmag.com.au.
The results will be published in the Autumn issue of Luxury
Travel Magazine, on sale in April 2011.
Image: Paris, winner Best Overseas City, Luxury Travel Gold List 2010

CORE PURSUITS GIVING BACK

Travel with Meaning
The founder of orion expedition Cruises
on why money isn’t always the answer.
BY COSTAS CHRiST
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEViN J. MiYAZAKi

Who: sarina Bratton, founDer, orion exPeDition cruises
the cause: “Orion led the first group of travellers to ever
step ashore at Papua New Guinea’s Watam, a small village
isolated from the outside world, where money had little
value but improved community living was a high priority.
Since 2006, Orion has provided mosquito nets, malaria
medication, and medical treatment for 300 villagers in need.”
Why i got involved: “Money doesn’t mean anything in these remote
villages; however, Western equipment and supplies can greatly assist
their community living, health, and schooling needs. We wanted to
ensure that whatever interaction and assistance we
provided had a positive impact on their lives.”
the most rewarding part: “The welcome given
to our guests is almost overwhelming. To see and
feel the genuine pride the local people have for
their village, their families, and their culture is an
awakening to your inner self.”
unexpected outcome: “I returned to Watam
village in late 2009. The villagers decorated
one of their sailing craft, including a throne, and
insisted that I be carried ashore on this throne.
The village elder presented me with three sacred,
tribal timber carvings for safekeeping in
our offices – ancient, venerable spirits to look
after our well-being.”

What matters most when we travel today:
“I like the perspective of the Australian
Aborigines, who see themselves as custodians of
the land for future generations, not owners.”

GO

An 11-night cruise aboard the 106-passenger Orion
sails from Cairns, Australia, to Papua New Guinea,
where you’ll visit Watam
Village to learn about
traditional culture and
Orion’s community
give-back program.
Departures: 23 March
and 3 April, 2011.

J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 1

53

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service. As your Virtuoso-affiliated
travel specialist, we are members of the most prestigious and established travel network in the world.
We are proud to offer insider connections, industry expertise, and added value that you can’t find
anywhere else. With Virtuoso, your holidays are transformed from do-it-yourself trips to customised
travel experiences. Rely on us for everything from a quick weekend getaway to the trip of a lifetime.
CRUISE + DESTINATION

BALI, DRAGONS & THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
Sail from Singapore to Sydney on a 16-day cruise aboard Silversea Cruises’ 382-guest Silver Shadow.
Visits to Bali and Komodo Island precede ten days skimming Australia’s northern shores where
the itinerary includes calls at Darwin, Thursday Island, Cairns, Whitsunday Island, and Brisbane —
interspersed with relaxing days at sea to recharge. In Cairns, look forward to a complimentary
Virtuoso excursion with lunch at the elegant Whitfield House.
Departs Singapore 6 Dec. 2011. FROM AU$6,643 (approx. NZ$8,909 at press time) per person,
double occupancy.

CHEERS! A FRENCH CHAMPAGNE CRUISE Drink in the
beauty of the celebrated Champagne region and gain a rare, insider’s glimpse into provincial France
from the up-close perspective of a luxury hotel barge. On French Country Waterways’ all-inclusive
six-night canal cruise, you’ll glide past medieval villages, historic châteaux, and vineyards dating to
Roman times while relaxing on deck with a fine wine in hand.
Sailing between Château-Thierry and Maizy, the intimate 12-guest Adrienne will be your cosy French
home as you explore the American Cemetery and World War I battlefields at Belleau Woods; the vineyards along the winding Marne Valley; the village of Hauvillers; Epernay, the capital of Champagne;
and Reims, the coronation city of French Kings. Upon your arrival in Maizy, you’ll enjoy a drive to the
historic Chemin des Dames, a 29-kilometre stretch of road that has been the site of many epic battles,
from Julius Caesar in 57 B.C. to the Great War.
Among the trip’s food and wine highlights: Champagne tastings at Moët & Chandon and the familyowned House of Ployez Jacquemart, and dinner at l’Assiette Champenoise.
Departs Paris 10 Jul. until 5 Nov. 2011. FROM US$5,295 (approx. AU$5,353/NZ$7,183 at press time)
per person, double occupancy.

ACTIVE

ADVENTURES

ON

CROATIA’S

COAST

For those with an appetite for adventure, nothing rivals the immense satisfaction
of travelling under your own power. Backroads invites you to explore Croatia’s sun-soaked
Dalmatian Coast on your choice of invigorating trips. Travelling via foot, bike, and kayak, you’ll
discover the hidden corners and subtle nuances missed by those who travel by car, train, or tour bus.
Boasting sapphire seas and 245 days of sunshine a year, the Dalmatian Coast is as relaxing as the Caribbean, as historic as Venice, and far less crowded than the French Riviera. As the Croatians like to say, it’s
“the Mediterranean as it once was.”
Among the featured destinations: Dubrovnik, an architectural masterpiece and UNESCO World
Heritage Site; chic Hvar, home to an impressive collection of Venetian Renaissance architecture; quiet
Brac Island with its gorgeous vineyards and 16th-century monastery; and the walled medieval town of
Korcula. Itineraries allow time for swimming and snorkelling in secluded coves, and leisurely meals
sampling the region’s ultra-fresh seafood and local cuisine.

Backroads

Choose a six-day biking, walking, or multisport (biking, hiking, kayaking) trip. Price includes premiere
inn lodging and most meals.
Trips depart Dubrovnik 24 Apr. until 9 Oct. 2011. FROM US$3,998 (approx. AU$4,042/NZ$5,424 at press time)
per person, double occupancy.

DESTINATION + HOTEL

THE US MASTERS 2011: LUXURY GOLF

Imagine standing
in golf ’s hallowed “Cathedral in the Pines” on the final day of the US Masters, watching history unfold
as the world’s top golfers battle their way down the fairway in one of the most famous finishing holes
in golf. You’ll have a front-row seat for this prestigious – and impossible to get into — event when you
book Horizon & Co.’s Masters 2011 package through Virtuoso.
The three-night program includes transfer to the tournament (complete with police escort to ensure
a speedy arrival!); a coveted Masters Patron’s badge for the tournament; all-day gourmet buffet and
open bar at the Masters; three nights’ accommodation; and two rounds of golf on one of the five Reynolds Plantation courses with carts and green fees; all transfers (except for arrival airport transfer); and
a Horizon guide.
Your accommodations: one night at the Ritz-Carlton, Buckhead, the Rolls Royce of Atlanta hotels and
a regular stopover for visiting celebrities; and two nights at the Ritz-Carlton, Reynolds Plantation in
Greensboro which offers 81 holes of golf along the coast and a 7,900-square-metre spa.

Trip starts and ends in Atlanta, Georgia. Dates: 9-12 Apr. 2011. FROM US$4,995 (approx. AU$5,050/NZ$6,776 at
press time) per person, double occupancy. Virtuoso Exclusive Offer: Book before 31 Jan. 2011 and receive a US$250
discount on all Horizon Masters packages valued at US$4,250 or more.

VIETNAM IN STYLE Delve into the cultural and natural treasures of Vietnam while
travelling in comfort and style. Absolute Travel’s nine-day adventure begins in bustling Saigon with
an excursion to the Mekong Delta for a sampan ride through the region’s narrow canals. From there, fly
to the central coast and explore the charming town of Hoi An and the ancient imperial city of Hue. Meet
with one of Hue’s most alluring artists and visit her garden home. The finale: three nights in Hanoi and
a boat cruise on Vietnam’s greatest natural wonder, Halong Bay.
Tours depart Ho Chi Minh City throughout 2011. FROM US$5,500 (approx. AU$5,562/NZ$7,458 at press time)
per person, double occupancy. Includes accommodation, many meals, and flights within Vietnam.

HEAVENLY STAY IN THE CITY OF ANGELS

Located in the
city’s prestigious west side, the luxurious InterContinental Los Angeles offers guests a glamourous
Hollywood home. Minutes from Rodeo Drive, major entertainment studios and sun-drenched beaches,
this chic hotel is the perfect base for discovering the best of Los Angeles. Book a luxury suite and enjoy a
complimentary car transfer to your choice of LAX International Airport or the Los Angeles cruise port.

FROM US$499 (approx AU$506/NZ$678 at press time) Suite Escape promotion includes upgrade upon arrival,
if available; American breakfast daily; US$50 spa credit per stay; complimentary luxury car service to/from
Beverly Hills and Century City; and free WiFi. Valid until 31 Dec. 2011.

PEACEFUL RETREAT IN FLORENCE Formerly a monastery for monks, the 15th-century Villa San Michele by Orient-Express boasts a sublime hilltop location with dramatic views of Florence. Lounge by the gorgeous pool, attend a class at the School of Cookery, and dine at the hotel’s acclaimed restaurant
which offers a notable selection of local wines. Two-night package includes American
breakfast daily; bottle of Spumante; gourmet dinner for two; one poolside lunch for two; and two
tickets to the Uffizi Gallery.
Valid until 13 Nov. 2011. FROM EUR 1,645 (approx. AU$2,194/NZ$2,941 at press time) per package for
two-night stay.

LUXE LONDON LOCATION

One of the world’s most exciting cities, London
is a hotbed of art, culture, theatre, and shopping. A stay at The Dorchester puts you smack-dab in the
centre of the action. Located in the heart of Mayfair, the elegant hotel is surrounded by Bond Street
and Knightsbridge boutiques, West End theatres, and art galleries. End invigorating days with indulgent
treatments in The Dorchester Spa and contemporary British cuisine in The Grill.

Valid until 31 Dec. 2011. FROM GBP 413 (approx. AU$649/NZ$870 at press time) per room, per night. Virtuoso
guests receive upgrade on arrival, if available; daily breakfast; and a GBP 70 credit toward spa treatments.

FINISHING TOUCH

Sweet Spot
The experience: Getting lost in the candy-striped forest
of a Moorish monolith.
CÓRDOBA, SPAIN
WHAT Córdoba’s grand eighth-century Mezquita-Catedral, with its red-and-white arches and
856 pillars, stands as a relic of the city’s glorious past when it was the capital of Moorish Spain.
WHERE Just north of the Roman Bridge in the city’s old quarter.
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V I RT U O S O LI F E

About 15
minutes by
foot from La
Mezquita, a
landmark sixteenth-century
palace houses
the Hospes
Palacio del
Bailío. Contemporary
flourishes at
this lush 53room hotel in
Córdoba’s old
quarter shine
against the
500-year-old
backdrop.
There are eighteenth-century
frescoes, plus
Moorish-style
gardens and a
spa housed
in ancient
Roman baths.
Exclusively for
Virtuoso guests:
Stay two nights
or more and
receive a welcome cocktail,
a massage,
and a tour of
the Roman
ruins the hotel
maintains.
Arch support: La Mezquita’s
columns are made of jasper,
marble, onyx, and granite.

Juan Carlos Muñoz/PHOTOLIBRARY

INSIDER'S ADVANTAGE

What’s your
RETURN on LIFE?

Ask the specialists at any
Virtuoso afﬁliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even yourself is your most
valuable investment. To ensure you’re spending it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge,
expertise, and connections around the globe to design your customised travel experiences.
There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.
Rely on one of Virtuoso’s 300+ travel agencies to transform all of
your trips into truly extraordinary experiences. If you do not currently
work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist, contact us at
info@virtuoso.com.au and we’ll introduce you to one.
www.virtuoso.com.au

Virtuoso

Expert Advice. Extraordinary Experiences.

Count on a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist to:
• Save you time and hassle by taking care of all the details
• Use their worldwide connections to design unique and customised experiences
• Provide complimentary extras, upgrades, and amenities

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.
Rely on one of Virtuoso’s 300+ travel agencies to transform all of your trips into truly
extraordinary experiences. If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist,
contact us at info@virtuoso.com.au and we’ll introduce you to one.

