YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

JANUARY | FEBRUARY 2016

TRAVEL UNITES

WHERE
TO GO

2016

THE WORLD

E XC L U S I V E
R E I N V E N T S T R AV E L I N A C L A S S B Y I T S E L F .
Ships are artists’ renderings, subject to change.

™

I NTRO D U C I N G
TH E N E W C RYS TA L®,
W H E R E A LL I N C LU S I V E
I S A LL E XC LU S I V E .
Starting right now, The World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line™
will do so much more than reinvent cruising. We’re changing luxury
travel entirely, with luxurious yacht voyages and river cruises, epic
land excursions and more. And soon you can tour the globe from
the comfort of our dazzling new Exclusive Class™ ships, vessels of
extraordinary design which will offer the highest space-to-guest
ratio of any cruise ship afloat. We’re now accepting bookings on our
award-winning vessels as well as across our portfolio of luxury lines.
All so you can begin a story that’s never been told. It’s not just all
inclusive, it’s All Exclusive. It’s the new Crystal—in a class by itself.
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Location: Norway

LUXURY AIR | RESIDENCES

22 YEARS

20 YEARS

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
BEGIN A NEW STORY™

C R U I SE E U R O P E W I T H C RYSTA L .
From the Baltic Sea to the British Isles, around the Iberian
Peninsula and throughout the entire Mediterranean, Crystal’s
2016 Europe cruise collection offers an exceptional roster of
destination-rich itineraries and unmatched all-inclusive value.
Travel in elegant luxury aboard the two highest rated ships in the
world—Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity—and experience
first-hand the service, space, quality and choices that have made
Crystal The World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line.™
THE UNPARALLELED ALL INCLUSIVE
CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE ® FEATURES:

• Complimentary select fine wines, champagne, premium spirits,
non-alcoholic beverages
• Complimentary gratuities for housekeeping, dining and bar staff
• Exquisite Italian menu at Prego and innovative Japanese cuisine
from Nobu Matsuhisa†
• Complimentary Wi-Fi and Internet access‡
• More overnights in renowned cities allow cultural immersion
• New Optional Personal Select Air program available

CRUISE THE WORLD AND ENJOY SAVINGS UP TO $4,000 PER STATEROOM.

$6,830

$2,395

Northern Europe

Copenhagen to Stockholm

$10,350

$4,295

Jun 22

Baltic Sea & Russia

Stockholm to Berlin/Hamburg*

$14,550

$6,325

Jun 29

N. Europe & British Isles

Berlin/Hamburg to Amsterdam*

$11,930

$3,965

Western Europe

Lisbon to London1

6214

7

Jun 5

W. & Northern Europe

6215

10

Jun 12

6216

13

6217

10

DAYS

DATE

May 22

VOYAGE

14

PER PERSON FROM

London to Copenhagen

6213

BOOK BY 2/29/2016

BOOK NOW FARES

$4,995

ITINERARY

$12,990

DESTINATION

BROCHURE FARES
PER PERSON FROM

BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE BOOK NOW FARES

2016 CRYSTAL SYMPHONY

2

2016 CRYSTAL SERENITY

6311

6

Jun 13

Pacific Coast

San Francisco to Vancouver

$5,800

$1,845

6312

7

Jun 19

Alaska & Canada

Vancouver to Anchorage

$7,030

$2,915

6313

7

Jun 26

Alaska & Canada

Anchorage to Vancouver

$7,170

$2,935

6314

7

Jul 3

Alaska & Canada

Vancouver to Anchorage

$7,310

$2,995

7

Jul 10

Alaska & Canada

Anchorage to Vancouver

$7,310

$2,995

6315

Theme cruise: Emerging Artists
1

Jazz

2

*Includes 3-night pre- or post-cruise Berlin land package

BOOK WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
AND RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGER CLUB
AMENITIES ON SELECT SAILINGS INCLUDING:

• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception
• Full-day shore event or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for
customized options

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL
ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE
ABOARD THE WORLD’S BEST AND
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO
VOYAGER CLUB AMENITIES.
BEGIN A NEW STORY™

Cruise-only Book Now fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings
only made between 12/31/2015 and 2/29/2016 and do not include additional taxes, fees and port charges of $250-$615. Book Now Savings of $4,000 per stateroom ($2,000 per person, based on double
occupancy) applies to voyage 6217 on Crystal Symphony. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional Personal Select Air program available from designated Crystal Cruises' gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all
government taxes and fees. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings on Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change
without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager
Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar
(Sushi Bar is not available for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject
to availability. ‡Complimentary Wi-Fi/Internet access: 60 minutes per person, per day depending on stateroom category. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing
and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2016 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Discover TERRANEA

Trade snow angels for sand angels this winter season
at L.A.’s only oceanfront resort.

R E S O R T | S PA | G O L F | D I N I N G
Stay two nights and receive the third night complimentary.*
Virtuoso exclusive amenities apply. Book and stay by February 29, 2016. Subject to availability.
*Please note that all package inclusions are exclusive of any applicable taxes, resort fee, and gratuities.
Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for reservations.

AWAKEN

YOUR SENSE OF WONDER

Travelers go where few can aboard small ships uniquely equipped to cruise the remote waters of
Alaska’s Wrangell Narrows and Tracy Arm. In the company of experienced onboard expedition
guides and naturalists, PONANT guests will enjoy pristine natural landscapes and encounter
whales, birds, bears and other rare wildlife in their natural habitats.

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor for details
and reservations.

Imagine exploring the world’s most beautiful places — with everything included, from flights to excursions and from
fine wines and spirits to gourmet cuisine. Allow us to take care of every detail as we take you to nearly 350 destinations worldwide
aboard our luxuriously appointed and perfectly sized ships with no more than 750 pampered guests.
You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

Additional Virtuoso Voyager Club Amenities on select voyages:
Voyager Club Host, PriVate CoCktail reCePtion and an eXClusiVe sHore eVent

live life luxuriously

t H e M o s t i n C lu s i V e lu X u ry e X P e r i e n C e t M

For Voyages and reserVations, Please Call your Virtuoso traVel adVisor
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traditional and modern
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PERU
Visit Lima’s famed open
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air markets; choose
ingredients and return
for a cooking class and
pisco sour tasting with a
renowned chef.

P

resent day Lima delights
visitors with its worldclass museums, fine art
galleries, celebrated restaurants
and cafés, shopping malls, and
boutiques, making the city an
interesting place to explore for a
few days during a trip to Peru.

Visit Lima’s famed open air
markets; choose ingredients
and return for a cooking class
and pisco sour tasting with
a renowned chef. Beyond
cooking classes, visitors can
enjoy gastronomic bus tours of
restaurants around the city.

As a culinary hot-spot, you’ll
find the best of Peru’s flavors.
Several restaurants such as
Central, Astrid & Gaston and
Maido, have been included on
the top lists in the world.

Lima is one of the few capital
cities located on the coast of
South America that has access
to visitor friendly beaches and
the Pacific Ocean. On the
Panamericana Sur, the Beaches
of Asia have become one
of the most exclusive beach
resorts in Lima. During the
summer months fashion shows,
entertainment, sporting events
and concerts are held there.

©Carlos Ibarra
courtesy PROMPERU

The ancient capital of the most
powerful Viceroyalty of the
Colony, Lima also has numerous
temples, squares and stately
homes that feature cultural
centers and museums. South of

the city, Pachacamac is the site of
the archaeological complex and
home to some of the country’s
best lunch restaurants. Tour a
traditional manor house at
Mamacona whose owners
have been involved in breeding
Peruvian Paso horses for years.
Twice a week, they host a
show in which visitors can see
these unique animals perform,
accompanied by a dinner
featuring regional cuisine and a
folklore show.
Getting to Lima is easy, with
daily non-stop flights from most
major U.S. airports. Virtuoso
guests can enjoy exclusive
amenities at the Belmond
Miraflores Park, an all-suite hotel
with breathtaking views of the
Pacific Ocean. Or the Country
Club Lima Hotel, located in the
affluent San Isidro neighborhood,
a National Monument adorned
with 300 art pieces from the
Pedro de Osma Museum.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor to
plan your getaway to Lima.

... a destination
where gastronomy,
culture, art,
shopping,
architecture and
tradition join
to showcase the
best of Peru.
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Auckland 42
Bordeaux 144
Botswana 120
Buenos Aires 128
Cabo San Lucas 98
Chengdu 115
Con Dao, Vietnam 86
Cuba 93
Granada, Nicaragua 132
Greenland 102
Istanbul 148
José Ignacio 100
Mauritius 113
Miami Beach 114
Milan 116
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Nepal 90
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Arctic trek: Hiking on
Greenland’s Tasermiut Fjord.

84

102

112

120

THE NEXT LIST

UNCHARTED
TERRITORY

HOT PROPERTIES:
SEVEN NEW HOTELS
WITH STYLE TO SPARE

DELTA OF SEDUCTION

India 2.0, the next Patagonia,
an American safari – destinations you need to know for
the year ahead.
BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Sealskin, icebergs,
and kayaks: In Greenland,
getting off the map is
the point.
BY AARON GULLEY

Hoteliers are reimagining
iconic buildings and resorts
for the better. Make checking into one of these on-trend
hotels a 2016 must.

Botswana’s Okavango Delta
provides a lush encounter
with some of Africa’s most
famous wildlife. Just ask a
photographer who arrived
three decades ago and never
looked back.

BY MARIKA CAIN, AMY CASSELL,

BY DOOK

AND JUSTIN PAUL

ON THE COVER

Adventure time: Where to explore in 2016, clockwise from top left: Con Dao, Vietnam; Herjolfsnes, Greenland; Montana, U.S.
West; Cabo San Lucas, Mexico; Sacred Valley, Peru; Paris, France; Okavango Delta, Botswana; and Puglia, Italy.
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Full-Color Prague
A design scene blossoms in the
Czech capital.

56 SUITE TALK
Fragrant hotel finds and a trio of
tennis pros in paradise.

128

PORT OF CALL

Under the Influence

60 INSPIRED BY
The golden age of air travel.

In Buenos Aires, discover a
lively mix of European and South
American flair. BY AUTHOR

62

CITY TO GO
New reasons to visit the old mining
village of Park City, Utah.

132

LOCAL CULTURE

Centrally Located
INTERVIEW
Local flavors and sounds lure
Michelle and Renier Gobea around
the world.

140

GREATER GOOD

Far-Sited

68

Crafting a global story, one
heritage at a time. B

BOTTLE SERVICE

Evergreen Tradition
Pine liqueur spruces up the
drink scene.

144

DOSSIER

The Good Life

70

Alice Tourbier – co-owner of Les
Sources de Caudalie – loves
antique furniture and French wine.

ON THE TABLE

Curry Favor
Set expectations aside for a chef-led
trek through Thailand.

148

70
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SOUVENIR

Just Back from Istanbul
A feast for the senses where
Europe and Asia meet.

(SERVER) LUÍS GARCIA, (BOUTIQUE) NANNA DÍS, (DISH) AUSTIN BUSH

Granada, Nicaragua, turns up
the cool.B

66

'’est Paris.

15 place vendôme 75001 paris

carole Bethuel © peterfranklin

Reopening MaRch 2016

Editor’s Note

GO BOLDLY

W

HILE OUR STAFF WAS HARD AT WORK PUTTING

together this issue of Virtuoso Life, terrorist attacks
on Paris and elsewhere sent the whole world reeling.
The entire Virtuoso network – comprising nearly
11,500 travel advisors in 34 countries and 1,700 travel providers
around the globe – is shocked, saddened, and angered, and we
grieve with the victims’ families.
Such deplorable events cast new light on what it means to
travel, and why it’s important. As Mark Twain famously observed, “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness.” One of my
goals as a parent of two teenagers is to raise them to be compassionate, understanding, and accepting of others. Travel is a sure way to do that, exposing them to the
world beyond their neighborhood, where the culture, food, language, and living conditions may differ from their own. Even so, they see how similar we can be (a mother
still scolds her child to behave, no matter where they are!) and how, when the unknown becomes known, we usually find it’s nothing to fear. At Virtuoso, we
truly believe that boundaries divide and travel unites.
As we welcome the new year, we celebrate traveling fearlessly and encourage you to not only keep your existing travel plans, but also forge
ahead with new ones. Life is short – let’s not allow terrorists to dictate
how we live it. Of course, such decisions are personal,
which is all the more reason to talk candidly with your Virtuoso travel advisor,
who can help you assess the pros and cons,
and plan anything from a close-to-home
getaway to a far-flung adventure.
This issue offers both, with our annual
look at where to go next. Every year we poll
Virtuoso travel advisors about which destinations are on their radars (page 84). One
such place is Puglia, Italy, where I recently
spent a week with a group of Virtuoso’s top
agency executives. Read about our incredible
experience on page 22.
The world is a wonderful place, and there are so many
sights to see. What are you waiting for?

Picturing Puglia, from top: Taking a break in Matera; hitting the
road in a classic car; sunrise over Borgo Egnazia, our host hotel;
and on two wheels with Virtuoso’s marketing SVP Terrie Hansen.
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EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

TRAVEL RESOLUTIONS,
BIG AND SMALL
BIG: Give back. East Africa
is on my family’s travel wish
list, for personal reasons: We
sponsor a Kenyan child’s education through AmericaShare,
Micato Safaris’ charitable
arm. americashare.org.
SMALL: Upgrade your
luggage. I’m constantly on
the lookout for a good set of
wheels, and my new favorite
is Briggs & Riley’s hardsided Sympatico spinner
set, which has a connecting
system that’s a boon for
families juggling multiple
suitcases. briggs-riley.com.

“WE WERE THRILLED TO SEE SO MANY INCREDIBLE
ANIMALS, BUT IT WAS OUR GUIDE THEMBA WHO
MADE OUR SAFARI TRULY UNFORGETTABLE.”
“We went on open-vehicle game drives, with elephants just feet away, and heard the heart-stopping
sound of a lion’s roar at midnight; but it was Themba’s knowledge and passion that made this a place
we can’t wait to visit again.”
ADD A LITTLE SAFARI TO YOUR VACATION. IT’S JUST ONE OF THE BIG 5 SOUTH AFRICAN
EXPERIENCES THAT’LL HAVE YOU RETURNING TO OUR HOME.
Visit www.southafrica.net

WHAT’S YOUR BIG 5?
SAFARI / CULTURE / ROMANCE / ADVENTURE / ENTERTAINMENT

Inspiring new ways

“

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

What’s your 2016
travel resolution?

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER TERRIE L. HANSEN
EDITORIAL
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR ELAINE GRUY SRNKA
MANAGING EDITOR MARIKA McELROY CAIN
SENIOR EDITOR JUSTIN PAUL
ASSISTANT EDITOR AMY CASSELL
COORDINATORS DENISE RODRIGUEZ, NATALIE SHERMAN

”

DESIGN
ART DIRECTOR MELANIE PRASETYO FOWLER
ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR KORENA BOLDING SINNETT
GRAPHIC DESIGNER VERONICA ROSALEZ
CONTRIBUTORS
COPY EDITORS JILL BECKER, MIRIAM BULMER, DIANE SEPANSKI
RESEARCHERS ALLISON JOHNSON, JESSICA MUELLER, JENNIFER OLVERA, NATASHA RACCO
PHOTO RESEARCHER MARY RISHER DIGITAL RETOUCHER WALTER KELLY
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS COSTAS CHRIST, MICHAEL FRANK,
ELAINE GLUSAC, FRAN GOLDEN, DAVID HOCHMAN, KIM BROWN SEELY
MARKETING/ADVERTISING
“It’s the same every
MANAGING DIRECTOR, MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
year: Go to at least one
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Show love for a favorite city with one of Jonathan
Adler’s needlepoint throw pillows.
$98, jonathanadler.com.

“Add more countries to
my list – my honeymoon in Sri Lanka and
the Maldives will be
numbers 77 and 78!”
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Virtuoso® is the leading international travel agency network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 380 agency members with more than 11,400 elite travel advisors in over 30 countries throughout North America, Latin America, the Caribbean,
Europe, Asia-Paciﬁc, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with 1,700 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged
access. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher
assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900
ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 500, Fort Worth, TX 76102;
virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST# 2069091; TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright ©
2016 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Voyager Club, Virtuoso Life, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the
Best and Expect the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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THE GL AMOUR
THE C HARACTER
THE SAVOY
Welcome to a place where iconic elegance mingles
with new-world sophistication. A world-famous
name, where Art Deco rubs shoulders with
English Edwardian. The definitive destination
in the heart of London. The Savoy.
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Like to go?
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Argentina
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ladatco tours
Celebrating 50 Years Custom Designing In 2016
Pampered Adventure

Exclusive Experiences

4.

Writer

Contributing Writer

AARON GULLEY

COSTAS CHRIST

Santa Fe
“Uncharted Territory,”
page 102

Coastal Maine
“Far-Sited,” page 140

THE REPORT: “We par-

ticipated in a kaffemik
– a cozy get-together
where people open
their homes to the
community – in the
village of Itilleq,
Greenland. Not only
was it enlightening
to see their interiors
decked out in bright
pastel paints and local
art – purposely cheery,
as if in response to
the stark Arctic – but
it made sense how a
collective event like that
could bolster community spirit in the harsh,
dim winters.”
ALSO SEEN IN:

Antarctica

3.

Bicycling, Islands,
and Outside
ON MY RADAR FOR
2016: “Mongolia, Cuba,

and a trip through the
Atacama Desert from
Chile to Bolivia.”

Photographer

JEN JUDGE
Santa Fe
“Uncharted Territory,”
page 102
THE REPORT: “This
was my first trip to the
Arctic, and it certainly
won’t be my last. It’s a
harsh environment, and
you can really see how
the Greenlandic Inuit
have adapted over the
centuries in order to
survive. They live off the
land and nothing goes
to waste. Their respect
for the environment is
intertwined with their
daily lives; it should be
an inspiration to us all.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Departures, Men’s Journal,
and the New York Times
ON MY RADAR FOR

• South America • Central America •
• Falkland Islands • Antarctica •

2016: “South

Georgia island.”
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THE REPORT: “UNESCO
World Heritage sites
are among our planet’s
most spectacular
natural and cultural
wonders. When I visit
popular ones such as
Greece’s Acropolis or
Cambodia’s Angkor
Wat, I arrive about two
hours before sunset,
a magical time of day
after the tour buses
have departed.”
ALSO SEEN IN: National

Geographic Traveler
ON MY RADAR FOR
2016: “I used to live in

the Seychelles and am
excited to return this
year. The first stop on
my list: Fregate Island
Private, a model of
ecotourism success.”

Illustrator

MARCELA
RESTREPO
Bangkok
“Hot Properties: Seven
New Hotels with Style
to Spare,” page 112
THE REPORT: “I love
travel assignments; I
worked on the first draft
of this one while sitting
poolside at a ShangriLa Hotel. It doesn’t get
any better than that.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Bon
Appétit, Reader’s
Digest, and The Knot
ON MY RADAR FOR
2016: “I have trips
planned to Vietnam’s
Hoi An and Thailand’s
Chiang Mai and Khao
Lak. I’d also like to make
it to Medellín, Colombia,
where I was born, to
spend time with family.
It sounds like a lot of
miles already!”

2015 VIRTUOSO

®

®

Best Niche
Cruise Line

WINNER

Connections

VIRTUOSO
COMMUNITY
Leopards in India, volunteer travel, and sound advice for today’s traveler.

JUST BACK FROM: INDIA
A private party, leopard-spotting, and the power of partnerships.
During Catherine Rich’s recent trip to India,
the owner of a Virtuoso on-site tour operator invited the Sydney-based advisor and
her group of six clients to the family’s country home outside Delhi for a private birthday party. “There were people there from
Delhi,” says Rich, “but also from literally
all over the world. It was such a fascinating
evening, and we got to see a unique part of
India in an exclusive and intimate way.”

Other highlights of the group’s seven-city
tour: learning about Hindu belief structures
from their guide and spotting three leopards
at a tented-camp stop. One detail in particular set this trip apart from her previous India
exploration: Virtuoso-affiliated tour operators and guides. “The itinerary of that trip
was very similar, but the experiences were
totally different,” she says. “Working with
Virtuoso partners makes all the difference.”

Mirror moment: Jal Mahal, Man Sagar Lake, Jaipur.

ASK THE ADVISORS
In the wake of recent terrorist attacks,
what’s your advice to travelers?
“Fear is the outcome terrorists want because it makes
their atrocities even more successful. We want to support our friends in Paris with our visits to show that
the terrorists will not deter us.”
– Shelby Donley, agency owner, Phoenix, Arizona
Regan volunteers
at a Costa Rican
wildlife center.

GOOD CAUSES
Uniting travelers with daylong volunteer opportunities.
A veteran of corporate America,
San Francisco-based Virtuoso
advisor Courtney Regan traveled
extensively before entering the
travel industry. During her trips, she
sought out one-day volunteering
opportunities in new destinations
– usually without success. This
paucity of do-good options gave rise
to her nonprofit, Give a Day Global,
which pairs international travelers
with single-day volunteer experi-
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ences in eight countries. Travelers
can spend a day on a mangrove
reforestation program in Costa Rica
or working with kids in a community
center in Cancún, for example. “The
goal is to experience the community on a deeper level,” says Regan.
“The memories you take back are
entirely different, and it benefits our
nonprofit partners as well.” $100
per day for adults, $25 for children;
giveadayglobal.org.

“With only one life to
live, we can’t afford to
let these events dictate
our plans. Many people
have waited years to take
a special trip. There
are dangers in our own
backyard that are much
more likely to impact us
personally than any random act of terrorism.”
– Damian McCabe, agency
owner, McLean, Virginia

(JAIPUR) MEINZAHN/ISTOCK, (EIFFEL TOWER) DEEJPILOT/ISTOCK

“Traveling is a mind-opening, enriching experience
in which you get to better know each other and other
cultures. This is the best weapon against ignorance
and hatred, which create fanaticism and terrorism.”
– Olivier Glasberg, agency associate director, Paris

The world’s most luxurious hotel group
in the world’s most exciting destinations.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Virtuoso Reports

Presenting

Puglia

Living la dolce vita in a region of Italy that’s relatively
undiscovered – for now. BY ELAINE SRNKA

A

N ITALIAN VACATION

The classics: Ready to
take vintage cars for
a spin in Ostuni.
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GREGORY VENERE

conjures images of
wining, dining, and la
dolce vita. But where
do you go once you’ve explored
the country’s highlights? If Italy’s a classic, Puglia is the country’s “what’s next.”
Also known as Apulia, Puglia
(pronounced “Poo-lia”) comprises quaint towns, dramatic
coastlines, and quiet countryside
– without the crowds. Executives
from 70 of Virtuoso’s top travel
agencies recently spent a week
exploring the up-and-coming region, situated in the heel of Italy’s
“boot.” If you’ve never been to

A Desert Oasis
Abu Dhabi – Steeped in ancient tradition while embracing the cutting edge, Abu Dhabi
is an intriguing, other-worldly adventure for travelers seeking a truly distinct experience.
Getting there is easy because Etihad Airways has nonstop flights to Abu Dhabi from
New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco, Dallas/Fort Worth and Washington, D.C.

P R E F E R R E D

Book your dream vacation to Abu Dhabi with your Virtuoso travel
advisor to receive exclusive hotel and resort amenities.

The St. Regis Saadiyat
Island Resort, Abu Dhabi

Qasr Al Sarab Desert
Resort by Anantara

Shangri-La Hotel, Qaryat
Al Beri, Abu Dhabi

#InAbuDhabi

Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi
Hotel and Villas

www.visitabudhabi.ae

Emirates Palace

From top: Borgo Egnazia, Puglia’s most expansive, luxurious resort; lunch beside the conical rooftops of Alberobello’s trulli; Virtuoso’s Matthew Upchurch with host hoteliers Marisa and Aldo Melpignano; seaside views at a beach
club; and a grove of olive trees.
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Puglia (which was featured in
Virtuoso Life’s January 2015 issue), you’re not alone.
“I’d been to just about every
other region of Italy, but not
Puglia,” says agency CEO Paul
Largay. “I loved it. It really has
something for most travelers,
from history, architecture, and
archaeology buffs to cyclists,
golfers, divers, food and wine
aficionados (it’s home to the
Mediterranean diet), or even
those who just want to simply
relax. I tell clients that it’s a little like Namibia in Africa: You
don’t necessarily go there first.
People want to visit the regions
they’ve always heard about –
Rome, Venice, Tuscany – but
this is a great follow-up.”
Travel agency president Peter Lloyd agrees: “Everyone
loves Italy, but most haven’t
visited Puglia. It’s perfect for
clients looking for something
off the beaten path. It feels like
‘what Italy used to be,’ without
as much development, traffic,
shops, or tourists.”
Situated between the Adriatic and Ionian seas in southeastern Italy, Puglia has 500 miles
of coastline dotted with rugged
cliffs, expansive beaches, castles, caves, and UNESCO World
Heritage sites. Our base for the
week was Borgo Egnazia, a
whitewashed, contemporary
resort that only looks like it’s
been there forever. Surrounded by ancient olive groves, the
sprawling hotel with views of
the Adriatic is reminiscent of
a traditional Apulian village,
albeit one with a spa, tennis
courts, and nearby golf course
and beach club. Owner Aldo
Melpignano, whose mother
owns adjacent property Masseria San Domenico, explains,
“We like to say that our properties are countryside hotels that
happen to be by the beach.”

(ALBEROBELLO LUNCH) GREGORY VENERE, (MATTHEW UPCHURCH) GIANLUCA PALASCIANO, (OLIVE TREES) CARLOS SOLITO
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Virtuoso Reports
Local officials welcomed Virtuoso attendees at events throughout the week, and
hoteliers and tourism partners from around
Italy joined us in Puglia – a testament to the
importance of the relationships they have
with Virtuoso advisors.
Here, a few ideas for what to see and do
in Puglia.
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EAT LIKE A LOCAL. With 50 million (or
more) olive trees, Puglia produces about
40 percent of Italy’s extra-virgin olive
oil. Burrata cheese originated here, as did
orecchiette pasta and addictive, crumbly
round breadsticks called taralli. “Farm to
fork” isn’t just a buzz phrase in this agricultural region, but it’s not all rustic: One
night attendees enjoyed a Mediterranean
diet-inspired meal created by Michelinstarred chef Andrea Ribaldone at Masseria
San Domenico. Later in the week, we took
cooking classes, toured wineries, and even
learned to harvest olives.
From top: Travel agency president Patrick Fragale with his daughter, Brielle; hotel representative
Carlos Quereda (far right) takes a seat with the locals in Alberobello; and a gathering of hotel executives at a Borgo Egnazia reception.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

DID YOU KNOW?
 Justin Timberlake and Jessica Biel were married at Borgo Egnazia in 2012.
 The song “Volare” was cowritten and recorded by Bari resident Domenico Modugno. A statue
there commemorates his fame.
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(FRAGALES) BRIELLE FRAGALE, (MEN ON BENCH) DONNA GUTTMAN, (HOTELIERS) DAN O’BRIEN
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FAMILY ADVENTURES
B
A
Backroads Family Adventures are designed for families
with kids of all ages. These trips take families out
of their usual routines and into a world of shared
experiences and discovery.

FAMILY BREAKAWAY
Got high school grads or college-aged kids?
Even post-college graduates? Bring your gang
back together and savor your time on a Family
Breakaway Trip for families with older teens
and 20-somethings.

BIKING | MULTISPORT | WALKING & HIKING & MORE
Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information or to make your reservation.
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BERLIN - NEW FOR 2016
EMBARK ON THE WORLD’S
GREATEST JOURNEY ABOARD
THE VENICE SIMPLONORIENT-EXPRESS THROUGH
BREATHTAKING SCENERY
BEFORE ARRIVING IN BERLIN.

From top: Ostuni’s whitewashed architecture, Virtuosos at Borgo Egnazia, taking in a performance at
Teatro Petruzzelli in Bari, and Prosecco ready to pop. Opposite: Travel agency owner Valerie Wilson
behind the wheel of a classic.
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(VALERIE WILSON) GREGORY VENERE, (OSTUNI) CARLO ELMIRO BEVILACQUA, (GROUP PHOTO) GARRY COHEN,
(TEATRO PETRUZZELLI AND PROSECCO) NICOLA CIPRIANI/ZOOMOTION

Available 4 April to 31 May; 1 to 22 November; 28 November to 19 December 2016.

BE A CAVE DWELLER. Puglia is famous
for its thousands of caves. Go spelunking in 90-million-year-old Castellana
Grotte, with depths of nearly 200 feet.
Visit Matera, a UNESCO World Heritage
site (and a European Capital of Culture in
2019) where hundreds of troglodyte dwellings dot the landscape, including 150 rock
churches. (You can even spend a night in
a cave hotel.) And in the province of Bari,
take in a sunset from Grotta Palazzese,
with views of the Adriatic.
SHOP TILL YOU DROP. “Lecce is a must
for the avid shopper,” says travel agency
president Patrick Fragale. In the city filled
with baroque architecture, nicknamed “the
Florence of the South,” our group shopped
for lace, cartapesta (papier-mâché handicrafts unique to the area), and linen and
leather goods.
DRIVE A CLASSIC. Your advisor can arrange a vintage car tour, as our group did.
We slid behind the wheels of Alfa Romeos,
Fiats, even Volkswagens for an unforgettable drive through the countryside, stopping
at the picturesque town of Ostuni, known
for its whitewashed houses, and continuing
on to Alberobello, a must-see for its trulli:
cone-roofed houses that look straight out of
a storybook.
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Create St. Andrews
Memories
4 Nights luxury, five-star
Old Course Hotel & Spa
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A PUGLIA PLANNER
When to go, what to do, and where to stay.
WHEN TO GO Puglia is a year-round destination, with hot summers, mild winters, and
lots of sunny days. Says hotel owner Aldo
Melpignano, “I personally love Puglia in the
winter, when the weather is perfect for daytime outdoor activities and cozy evenings by
the fireplace. In May the colors are beautiful.
Summer is for hanging out at the beach, but
it’s more crowded. The fall is fun, when you
can harvest grapes and olives.”
GETTING THERE
 Fly into Bari or Brindisi from any major
European capital, or take a train from Rome.
Once you’re there, advisors recommend renting a car: “Puglia offers so many day trips,”
notes agency executive Mike Kempinski.
 Consider Puglia for a pre- or post-cruise
tour: Many Mediterranean itineraries call on
Bari, and an extended stay allows you more
time to explore.
 Puglia is perfect for a bike tour, which your
advisor can arrange. “The roads are flat, and
there are a lot of coastal routes,” says travel
agency CEO Paul Largay. “The area is respectful of and accustomed to cyclists, and the
traffic is lighter than in most other Italian destinations. Hard-core riders can add in some
challenging hills to the base rides,” he adds.
STAY The Melpignano family welcomes
visitors over the age of 12 to their elegant
residence-turned-hotel, Masseria San
Domenico, a gem with a spa, a huge pool, an
outstanding restaurant, and 40 traditionally
decorated guest rooms. The historic masseria (farmhouse) boasts a watchtower built in
the fifteenth century and used by the Knights

BARI
Polignano a Mare
Borgo Egnazia
Alberobello
Locorotondo
Matera

Masseria San Domenico
Cisternino
Ostuni
BRINDISI

Palazzo
Margherita

Lecce

of Malta. Doubles from $350, including
breakfast daily and lunch or dinner for two,
once during stay.
Masseria San Domenico’s more modern
sister, Borgo Egnazia, was meticulously
designed and decorated to highlight local
materials and, more important, the local way
of life. The 183 accommodations range from
guest rooms to townhouses and spacious villas. Doubles from $234, including breakfast
daily, personalized activity-planning assistance, and dinner for two, once during stay.
Owner Francis Ford Coppola curates every
detail at the nine-room Palazzo Margherita.
The living area doubles as a screening room,
where you can eat pizza and drink wine while
watching one of his favorite Italian films.
The bar is for hotel guests only, but the
restaurant is a local favorite. Opt to eat in the
kitchen, and take a complimentary pastamaking class. Doubles from $404, including
breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

Travel dates throughout 2016
Virtuoso rates from $5,

8

Masseria San
Domenico.

(based upon four golfers sharing)

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor.

SE A

ION
SE IAN
A

Sco and
f
Adven ure

Virtuoso Reports

30

VIRTUOSO LIFE

Borgo Egnazia’s pool.

A suite at Palazzo
Margherita.

TRAVEL THE WORLD

The ancient town of Matera.

WITH NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
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TAKE YOUR TIME. Most advisors recommend at least three nights in Puglia as
part of a larger Italy itinerary. “For couples,
I would suggest starting at one of Amalfi’s
seaside resorts, then renting a car, spending
two or three nights at Palazzo Margherita,
and finishing up at Borgo Egnazia for three
or four nights to take advantage of its spa,
golf, and beach club,” says agency executive
Donna Guttman. “Families who want to
combine city and resort could spend three
nights in Rome, then head to Borgo Egnazia
for a few nights.” Other advisors suggest
adding Puglia to Croatia or Turkey itineraries. Or you could just spend an entire week
exploring the region. As agency executive
Martha Gaughen says, “Puglia epitomizes
slow tourism; relax and enjoy it.”

Travel the world with National There
Geographic
From photography workshops to smallareexperts.
NO FOLIOS
ship voyages aboard our fleet, for
family
trips to active
1/2-page
adadventures,
pages. classic train journeys to oncein-a-lifetime expeditions by private jet, our range of travel experiences offers something
for everyone. For reservations please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

INCREDIBLE PLACES. ENGAGING EXPERTS. UNFORGETTABLE TRIPS.
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A grotta with
a view in Polignano a Mare.
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2 for 1 CRUISE FARES plus FREE AIRFARE *
and

Virtuoso Exclusive Dining Experience
and for a limited time
choose one:

FREE - Shore Excursions
FREE - Beverage Package
FREE - Shipboard Credit
plus:

FREE - Unlimited Internet
This Virtuoso exclusive amenity will be fulfilled onboard as a $250 per stateroom shipboard credit, with which you may, at your own discretion, use to have a gourmet food and wine pairing dinner at La Reserve (Discovery or Odyssey menu only, Connoisseur menu available for an additional charge), or for those booking an Owners or Vista
suite, dinner in Privée. These dining experiences will need to be reserved by the guest after embarkation. Reservations are required and are subject to availability. All fares are per person in U.S. dollars, valid for residents of United States and Canada, based on double occupancy (unless otherwise noted), for new bookings only and may be
withdrawn at any time. OLife Choice amenities are subject to change. OLife Choice free shore excursions vary by voyage and exclude Oceania Choice, Oceania Exclusive and Executive Collection. Voyages up to 9 days receive 3 free shore excursions; 10-12 days receive 4 free shore excursions; 14+ days receive 5 free shore excursions. OLife
Choice Shipboard Credits are one per stateroom and beverage package is House Select. Free Internet is one per stateroom. Not all promotions are combinable. 2 for 1 and Special Offer Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all suite and stateroom categories and do not include

Reser ve select Riviera or Marina 2016 Voyages and indulge your pallet at either
L a Reser ve by Wine Spectator or Privée, compliments of your Vir tuoso Travel Advisor.

optional charges as detailed in the Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed, along with additional terms, at OceaniaCruises.com. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip flights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO,
MDW, MIA, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYC, YYZ. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to assign gateways based on availability for JFK, LGA and MIA. “Free Airfare” gateways are subject to change at any time. Airfare is available from all other U.S. and Canadian gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares
that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Ships
Registry: Marshall Islands. JAN16145

the fairmont orChid, haWaii

Luxury

endless

amid a landscape of volcanoes, rainforest and rolling surf, the fairmont orchid graces 32 acres along the Kohala
Coast. Guests can take advantage of 36 holes of championship golf or enjoy an oceanside massage treatment at the
spa Without Walls. for those who seek the ultimate in relaxation, lean back in a wide hammock at sunset and watch
for the Kohala Coast’s legendary green flash.
ExclusivE AmEnitiEs includE:
Room upgrade (subject to availably upon arrival)
Early-in/late check-out (subject to availability)
daily breakfast for two
$100.00 spa credit per room
Call your Virtuoso
traVel adVisor for
reserVations.

Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Travel Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall
not be used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, Washington
UBI #602 425 801. MB5062-15_VK_11.11.15
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RARE
OPPORTUNITY
Mumbai shines brighter this year with the
arrival of The Gem Palace. Tucked inside runway fashion shop Le Mill’s new flagship, it’s the
first boutique from Jaipur’s legendary Kasliwal family
jewelers that’s open to the public without appointment.
“Everybody should have the opportunity to take home a
beautiful gem,” says creative director Sanjay Kasliwal of why
they chose to team up with Le Mill beside the Royal Bombay
Yacht Club. “Colaba has always been Mumbai’s most happening neighborhood. This is probably the most interesting and
beautifully designed store we have.” Along with a few of his
father’s works, Kasliwal plans for the shop to focus on four
of their collections, ranging from the Victorian-inspired
Indo-Russian pieces to the intricate special specialoccasion Royal collection. First Floor, 4, Pheroze
Building above Indigo Deli, Stevens Street.

Mumbai motivation:
A bracelet from The Gem
Palace’s Raj collection.
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 6
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SKI COUNTRY ROUNDUP
What’s new at North American resorts.

➁

➂

➃

1. ASPEN Skiers at The
Little Nell can commandeer a snowcat and learn
to drive on Buttermilk’s
slopes through the hotel’s
Snowcat Academy.
Flatlanders now breathe
easier at The St. Regis
Aspen Resort, where
an “altitude concierge”
helps guests adjust to
the nearly 8,000-foot
elevation and can furnish
rooms with oxygen
dispensers.

2. WHISTLER North
America’s largest ski
resort expands its cultural
draws with the opening
of Audain Art Museum.
Amid a grove of spruce
and fir trees, the museum
focuses on British Columbian art, from nineteenthcentury First Nations
masks to contemporary
photography.

3. LAKE TAHOE Heavenly

4. BRECKENRIDGE

Mountain Resort turns
60 this season, and
celebrations include popup mobile DJs traveling
via snowcat. Squaw Valley
has added a new highspeed, six-person chair
on the upper mountain,
which, along with lift-ticket
privileges at neighbor
Alpine Meadows, grants
skiers access to more
than 6,000 acres of skiable terrain.

Explore wooded trails on
a fat-tire bike. Big, lowpressure tires allow riders
to bounce over the snowcovered trails, newly open
to cyclists at the Gold Run
Nordic Center.

Park It Here
Hopscotch through 35 U.S. national parks with Globus’’ celebration of the Park Service’s 100th anniversary.
The 103-day adventure from Honolulu to Las Vegas stretches from Acadia in Maine to Hawaii’s Volcanoes,
and from Alaska’s Denali to Yorktown Battlefield in Virginia (part of Colonial National Historical Park).
Special access includes a Grand Canyon Navajo cookout and stargazing in Yosemite (pictured at right).
En route, travelers taste wines at California and Washington vineyards, sightsee in Washington, D.C.,
and cruise through Alaska for seven days with Holland America Line. Departure: July 7; from $30,405.
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This season,

PARK CITY claims
the crown for the largest
U.S. ski resort. For a
full report, turn to
page 62.

(YOSEMITE) PUNG/SHUTTERSTOCK

➀

TRIPS TO
AMAZING
DEPARTING
DAILY
With nine intimate ships sailing to over 800 destinations on seven continents, Silversea can
satisfy the curiosity of the most inquisitive traveller. Our ultra-luxury ships can explore secluded
harbours where big ships cannot go, providing you an all-access experience ashore. While our
all-inclusive indulgences can elevate your experience to create the journey of a lifetime. Come
wander the world with Silversea — and embark on an amazing voyage of discovery.
Book your voyage today and enjoy
exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club® amenities.
Call your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor.

wORLD
wANDERS
DisCoVery Begins now

SILVERSEA’S
ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

This year, indulge your wanderlust. Get lost in discovery while
travelling in extraordinary style aboard Silversea’s intimate luxury
cruises. No matter what you’ve been longing to experience —
the Mediterranean’s old world charms, the wild beauty of Africa
— you’ll discover the most intriguing destinations on the globe,
as only Silversea can show you. One step aboard our intimate,
ultra-luxury ships and you’re enveloped in a world soaked in
splendour with richly personalised service steeped in excellence.
Here, you’ll indulge in your very own sanctuary at sea, complete
with butler service and spectacular ocean views. Our private
enclave of all-inclusive indulgences elevates your voyage with
sophisticated entertainment, an epicurean culinary programme,
enriching lectures by notable experts — and much more. This is
small-ship sailing at its most divine. Step out of the ordinary and
discover a world of difference. Only with Silversea.

• Intimate ultra-luxury ships for no more
than 596 guests
• Spacious suites with butler service
• Open seating and speciality restaurants
• Champagne, wines and spirits served
throughout the ship
• In-suite bar with your preferred beverages
• Exclusive partnership
with Relais & Châteaux
• Onboard gratuities
• Transportation into town (most ports)
• One hour free WiFi per day for all guests,
and unlimited free WiFi for guests sailing
in select suite categories

Veranda Suite

La Terrazza

WiFi throughout the ship

infinite possibilities
•

7 continents
•

9 ships

port elizabeth, South africa

La digue, Seychelles

Santorini, Greece

2016 FeATUreD VoyAges
date

daYs

VoYaGe

from / to

fares from

SiLVer CLoud — MediTerranean

date

daYs

VoYaGe

from / to

fares from

SiLVer Wind — MediTerranean

Sep 6

10

1628

Lisbon to Monte Carlo

$5,250

Sep 30

10

2628

Rome to Venice

$4,950

Sep 23

11

1630

Barcelona to Rome

$5,750

Oct 10

10

2629

Venice to Rome

$6,150

Oct 4

10

1631

Rome to Istanbul

$5,050

SiLVer SpiriT — MediTerranean

SiLVer CLoud — aFriCa & indian oCean

9

5624

Istanbul to Athens

$4,650

Nov 3

15

1634

Athens to Dubai

$5,750

Aug 22
Sep 9

10

5626

Istanbul to Venice

$5,050

Nov 18

18

1635

Dubai to Mombasa

$7,050

Sep 19

12

5628

Venice to Istanbul

$6,550

Dec 6

15

1636

Mombasa to Cape Town

$5,150

Oct 1

9

5629

Istanbul to Athens

$4,450

Dec 21

14

1637

Cape Town Round-trip

$7,250

Oct 10

9

5630

Athens to Istanbul

$4,450

Oct 19

10

5631

Istanbul to Rome

$4,850

Select sailings feature the added value of Virtuoso Voyager club. Create wonderful memories with other
Voyager Club guests and enjoy the following benefits, courtesy of your Virtuoso Travel Advisor: onboard
host services, Welcome aboard reception and exclusive shore event or custom credit.

booK YoUr silVersea VoYaGe todaY.
call YoUr VirtUoso traVel adVisor.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: All fares shown are cruise-only, in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy in a Vista Suite. Fares are capacity controlled and subject to change at any time without notice. Unlimited internet
access is available for guests booked on voyages departing on or after January 1, 2016 in Medallion, Silver, Royal, Grand, and Owner’s suites aboard Silver Cloud, Silver Wind, Silver Spirit. One hour internet access per guest/ per day
applies for those guests booked in Vista, Terrace, and Veranda suites on Silver Cloud, Silver Wind, and Silver Spirit. Additional internet packages are available for purchase. WiFi service is not guaranteed. Silversea is not responsible
if WiFi service is not available. No credit or other compensation will be provided should WiFi service not be available or should the WiFi allowance go unused. Programme subject to change. Contact you Virtuoso Travel Advisor for
complete Terms and Conditions. SA15849
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GEAR UP

PULL THE WOOL OVER YOU
Cozy, versatile, and wrinkle- and odor-resistant, wool clothing packs
warmth with less bulk than down-filled winter wear.

1. A soft, toasty travel chameleon, Patagonia’s Merino Midweight Hoody is ideal for chilly
morning jogs, thin enough to be
a hiking or skiing base layer, and
cut to fit in Sunday morning at the
café. The weave includes 20 percent recycled polyester for added
elasticity and faster drying. $129,
patagonia.com.

2. The Ibex Wool Aire Matrix
Jacket fills durable, ripstop
polyester baffles with Australian
merino wool in place of goose
down. Beyond providing excellent warmth (and a trimmer, less
Michelin Man look), wool makes
for an easily washable jacket that,
unlike down-filled puffers, will still
keep you warm if you get caught in
the rain. Merino’s superior breathability also means the Matrix stays
comfortable in a wider temperature range. $250, shop.ibex.com.

3. Nau’s Randygoat hoodie
uses Italian merino that drapes
softly, while a polyester microfleece lining keeps in warmth. The
women’s version (shown) has a
small zippered security pocket
and is cut with an asymmetrical
hem and off-center snap collar.
$145, nau.com.

4. At almost six feet long and 20
inches wide, Pistil’s Issa scarf
holds wind at bay and doubles as
a wrap to stave off goose bumps
in drafty theaters and restaurants,
and on chilly airplanes. Its ultrasoft woven wool and subtle ripple
pattern pair well with mountain
town and city excursions alike.
$40, pistildesigns.com.

1
3
4

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS
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TRAVELING IN THE NATIONAL PARKS FOR 90 YEARS

Explore America’s National Parks
With The Experts
You really get to know something well after 90+ years... and throughout those decades of taking guests
to America’s national parks, we’ve become pretty passionate about these treasures. Our national
parks and monuments not only speak to us of freedom, but inspire us with expansive landscapes or
unique sites that echo in our hearts... compelling us to dream bigger, breathe deeper, love nature
more, and live life to its fullest. And Tauck’s deep, longstanding relationships within the parks
provide exceptional access to local guides and coveted inside-the-park hotels – while partnerships
like Ken Burns American Journeys create exclusive experiences you simply can’t get on your own.
Join us in the national parks as we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the National Park Service!

For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Passport
THE LAYOVER

AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Eat & Drink

The new 1958 Bar & Eatery
pours New Zealand wines and
local Steinlager beers in a
timber-and-stone tavern. Caffeinate at a branch of popular
coffee company Shaky Isles,
featuring organic café fare.
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Relax

Bring It Back

Collect

Warm up by the outdoor terrace
fireplace at Air New Zealand’s
new premium-class flagship
lounge. The kids area is stocked
with toys and the kitchen offers
cooked-to-order meals.

Pick up a bottle of South Island
riesling from Kahurangi Estate
or an intricate gold cuff from
local designer Karen Walker
at Walker & Hall, one of the
country’s oldest jewelers. Living
Nature produces beauty products that incorporate native
New Zealand plants.

Browse Maori carvings, pop-art
tiki sculptures, and contemporary paintings at Artport gallery.

(SHAKY ISLES) MELANIE FOWLER

Local favorites greet travelers at the international departure area.

ess el

In s ring 201
hing the new s

Design image is for illustration purposes only and is subject to change.
©2015 Cunard Line. Ships of Bermudan registry.

 Experience the elegance of grand British
traditions, perfected over 175 years
 Escape into the spacious luxuries of our awardwinning Queens Grill and Princess Grill Suites,
with up to 2,249 square feet
 Partake in the award-winning Cunard Insights®
enrichment programme, where celebrities and
experts share their knowledge

Transatlantic Crossings



Europe

 Discover the difference between dinner and
dining, with the ﬁnest cuisine, single seating and
our signature White Star Service™
 Enjoy pre-dinner canapés in your suite, arranged
by your personal Queens Grill butler
 Let your Grills Suite concierge reserve a
shore excursion, spa treatment or other
special request



Americas



World Voyages

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve a
Queens Grill or Princess Grill Suite on your next voyage.

Passport
ART & CULTURE

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

CALIFORNIA CALLING

With his company’s portfolio
of more than 1,500 villas and
custom itineraries in 200-plus
destinations, Travel Impressions president Jeff Clarke
has a bead on travel trends.
We asked him what’s on his
radar this year.

Travel trend of note:

Who’s traveling? For three
years in a row, multigenerational and group travel have
outpaced individual travel.
Our clients are celebrating
milestones with others –
sharing 50th birthdays, but
with a group of 30. Destination weddings have traditionally been big, and now we’re
seeing it with anniversaries:
A couple has a wedding and
in five years celebrates again
with the same friends.

has talked about it for years
and years, and suddenly it’s
there. The Maldives, for highend island resorts. And New
Zealand – not that it’s new, but
it continues to be a life-list trip.

Top special-interest
requests: Culinary is huge,
and voluntourism continues
to grow. Travelers are looking
to spend part of their vacation
doing something good. I had a
group of nurses in Vietnam for
ten days, and they spent three
days providing health care in
the region.

Where’s your next trip?
Three hot destinations:
Cuba’s the big one – everyone

The Maldives, and a family trip
to the Galápagos.

THE STYLISH TRAVELER

Cloud Nine and Climbing
Breeze through your next long haul with organic bedding line Coyuchi’s new
Baby Alpaca Travel Set. The supersoft, three-by-five-foot Peruvian alpaca
throw comes in a drawstring bag with a matching eye mask. $298, coyuchi.com.
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(JEFF CLARKE) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI,
(THE ENCOUNTER) COLLECTION OF KUNSTHAUS ZURICH/© 2015 ARTISTS RIGHTS SOCIETY (ARS), NEW YORK/PROLITTERIS, ZURICH

People are getting off the
beaten path and taking the
time to explore an area versus
staying in one place. It’s more
about immersing themselves
in regional cultures.

The Encounter
by Bauhaus
artist Johannes
Itten – part of
the Berkeley Art
Museum’s debut
architecture
exhibit.

Fresh from Los Angeles’ Broad art museum,
architecture firm Diller Scofidio + Renfro
has designed the Berkeley Art Museum
and Pacific Film Archive’s new home.
Opening downtown on January 31, the
gallery and screening center marries
parts of the site’s original printing plant,
marked by a sawtooth roof, with a dramatic
stainless-steel-wrapped extension. Its lightflooded galleries will debut with an architecture exhibition spanning 2,000 years.
bampfa.berkeley.edu.

Micato Safaris:

A world apart...

A safari is unlike any
other experience and
Micato Safaris is
unlike any other
company.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details.
NINE-TIME #1 WINNER: World’s Best Safari Outﬁtter, Travel+Leisure
FIVE-TIME WINNER: World Savers Award For Education and Doing It All

For every safari sold, we send a child to school.

Passport
BOOKS
 MAP: EXPLORING THE WORLD
BY PHAIDON EDITORS (Phaidon,
$60) A groundbreaking collection of 300 maps spanning 5,000
years, Map illustrates cartography’s progress in beautiful and
provocative style. Ptolemy’s
1482 world map stands in contrast to Google Earth satellite
maps. An 1854 map of London
showing the spread of cholera
is paired with a digital map of
Africa using mobile phone data
to predict the spread of Ebola. As
elegant digital mapping technologies echo ancient mapmaking’s
artistry, the desire to represent
our world and locate our place
within it remains unchanged.

and ventures to the continent’s
tip to find the last speaker of
a nearly forgotten language,
stringing together tales of people
separated by history but bound
by vitality, endurance, and will.
 RAJASTHAN STYLE BY LAURE
VERNIÈRE WITH PHOTOGRAPHS
BY ANNE GARDE (Assouline,
$85) A feast for the eyes, Rajasthan Style is an intimate view of

Llama trekking
in the Andes.

India’s “Land of Kings” at its most
opulent and charming. Ornate
palaces and solemn maharajas
grace one page, while joyful villagers dance in bright saris on the
next. “In Rajasthan one encounters marvel after marvel,” writes
Vernière. This book gives readers
a tantalizing glimpse.
 THE EXPATRIATES BY JANICE
Y. K. LEE (Viking, $27) The best-

selling author of The Piano
Teacher returns with a spellbinding portrait of three Americans
trying to make their way in Hong
Kong’s flashy but fraught expat
community. Lee’s characters
soon realize that the glossy
veneer of private clubs, dutiful
servants, and black town cars
masks the danger and mystery
of being a privileged outsider in
a city that blends East and West.

OUT & ABOUT

Llama Resolutions
This is the year you will finally learn to herd llamas. Pro tips from Jouseph Amir, a llamatrekking guide in Peru’s Sacred Valley: Position yourself in front of the animals and raise
your arms to bring an entire galloping herd to a screeching halt, Road Runner-style. Clap
your hands a few times to get them moving again.
After a quick handling-skills lesson, trekkers at 128-room Tambo del Inka can set out
with the furry pack animals on guided Inca Trail excursions that range from two-hour
walks to multiday adventures. An afternoon outing may follow glacier-fed Chupani Creek
three miles uphill through meadows dotted with wildflowers and centuries-old stone
ruins – sans Machu Picchu’s tourist crowds. “Llamas, with their soft feet, don’t erode the
trail like horses do,” says Amir of their advantages. “Plus, they’re really cool looking.”
Tambo’s involvement with the Llama Pack Project, which works with local communities on
ecotourism and the breeding of carrier llamas, is just one of the hotel’s programs promoting traditional and sustainable ways of life in the Andes. Doubles from $315, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit. Llama treks from $150.
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 LIFE AND DEATH IN THE ANDES
BY KIM MACQUARRIE (Simon
& Schuster, $33) Emmy Awardwinning filmmaker, author, and
anthropologist Kim MacQuarrie
travels 4,500 miles down the
spine of the Andes to gather
stories as dramatic and captivating as the mountain range itself.
In the process, he mingles with
Peruvian revolutionaries, retraces
Che Guevara’s last stand in Bolivia, interviews the mastermind
behind Pablo Escobar’s capture,

VIRTUOSO LIFE
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Goodbye plans. Hello possibilities.
Broaden your horizon at sunny.org

@VisitLauderdale | #
Scan for a free digital magazine
or visit sunny.org/playbook
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PERSON OF INTEREST
Emma Ford has flown birds
of prey around the world for
more than 45 years. She and
her husband, Steve, founded
The British School of Falconry, which teaches guests to
handle and fly Harris’s hawks
year-round at The Gleneagles
Hotel in Perthshire, Scotland.
LARGEST BIRD YOU FLY: Fatty, our
female golden eagle, with a 7.5foot wingspan.

WHEN YOU PLAY FAVORITES, IT’S ...

Smithy, my gyrfalcon-peregrine
hybrid, who I fly at red grouse
on the Scottish moors. He’s a
strong character!
THE FIRST TIME A HAWK GRIPS
YOUR ARM, YOU’LL FEEL …

As one guest put it, “God must
love me very much to allow me
to experience this.”
FALCONRY SLANG THAT’S GREAT
FOR CASUAL CONVERSATION:

“I hit the bowse last night”:
Bowsing refers to hawks drinking,
hence our modern word “booze.”
LITTLE-KNOWN FACT ABOUT
FALCONERS: We’re not all stuffy

old men in tweed!
FAVORITE LOCAL DISTILLERY:

Edradour, Scotland’s smallest
single-malt distillery, 30 minutes
from Gleneagles. Writer Iain
Banks described it as “a sort of
distillery in miniature, which you
want to wrap up and put under
the Christmas tree.”
SINGLE-MALT DRINKING TIP: Save
some of the bottle to drizzle over
smoked salmon.

TRUE OR FALSE: NEVER LOCK
EYES WITH A HUNGRY HAWK.

False. They don’t recognize you
as prey – unless you strongly
resemble a rabbit!
Seven-year-old Tigger, a gyrfalconperegrine hybrid, surveys the moor.
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Falconry lessons from $135,
for ages 4 and up.

P R I VATE J ET

Discover Cuba
& South America
by Private Jet
©2015 Abercrombie & Kent USA, LLC CST #2007274-20

The journey of a lifetime begins in Cuba,
where A&K Founder, Chairman & CEO Geoffrey
Kent joins you on a fascinating people-to-people
program.* You then proceed to South America,
to explore one unforgettable destination after
another in unparalleled style and authenticity.

Cuba & South America
by Private Jet
With Special Guest Geoffrey Kent
September 6–28, 2016 | Limited to 50 guests
$99,500 per person, double occupancy
Cuba | Colombia | Peru | Easter Island
Patagonia | Buenos Aires
Iguazu Falls & Pantanal | Rio de Janeiro

All of A&K’s Private Jet journeys
feature first-class, fully lie-flat seats.

To reserve your seat on this journey
or our bestselling Around the World
by Private Jet: Islands, Savannas &
the Amazon, please contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.

*This journey includes a people-to-people cultural exchange
experience in Cuba operated by A&K under a general license.
See abercrombiekent.com for details.

®

Passport
FOOD & SPIRITS

FRENCH REVIVAL
Have chefs had their fill of cross-cultural mash-ups and
single-protein specialty menus? Noteworthy names
across the U.S. are getting back to culinary basics with
French cuisine.
 The French revival

restaurateurs David
and Fanny Rolland
recently opened Le
Petit Paris, a bustling,
breakfast through dinner brasserie in downtown L.A.’s historic
El Dorado building.
The menus list eggs
Benedict with lobster,
croque monsieur,
steak tartare, and
four different lobster
preparations among
their numerous seafood options. Two bars
encourage late-night
lingering. 418 S. Spring
Street; lpparis.com.

is a homecoming of
sorts for many chefs.
“I wanted to go back
to the roots of my
training with elegant
but approachable
food,” says Jason
Paskewitz, chef/
owner of the new
Blanchard in Chicago. Standouts at the
Lincoln Park bistro
include the four-item
foie gras menu and
a modernized duck
à l’orange. 1935 N.
Lincoln Park W.; the
blanchardchicago.com.

 In Nashville, the
talents behind The
Catbird Seat and other
local hits have just
opened Le Sel with
chef Rene De
Leon. The menu
includes family-style
dishes, such as
salt-crusted
grouper and braised
veal shank, meant
to feed four or more.
One- to six-person
seafood platters abet
the convivial spirit.
1922 Adelicia Street;
leselnashville.com.

Clockwise from top: Le Sel’s seafood tower and interior, Blanchard’s “oeuf Othier,” and Le Petit Paris.
Below: The Guerlain perfume-inspired French Kiss martini.

HEADY BLEND
The new cocktail menu at 40-room Cheval Blanc St-Barth Isle de France draws inspiration from Guerlain
perfumes. Kick back with aperitifs such as Nuit d’Amour (rosé Champagne with lychee, pink peppercorn, and
a fresh violet) or, for kids, the Petit Guerlain mocktail, served in a bee-themed bottle with orange blossom,
pistachio, and acacia honey.
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(LE SEL INTERIOR) JOSH HABIGER, (BLANCHARD) NEIL BURGER

 Cannes-based

Bon Voyage

PASSENGER PERKS

The latest in exclusive onboard
amenities for Virtuoso clients.
 Oceania Cruises: Dinner at Privée on the

Riviera and Marina. (Passengers on other
ships receive a $200 credit.) Available to
Owner’s Suite or Vista Suite passengers.

 Norwegian Cruise Line: A behind-the-

scenes ship tour, complete with a captain’s
meet and greet on the bridge. Available to
The Haven by Norwegian suite passengers.

 Royal Caribbean International: Dinner at
a specialty restaurant, such as chef Michael
Schwartz’s 150 Central Park (on Oasis of the
Seas and Allure of the Seas). Available to
passengers sailing eight days or longer.

SAILING SOON
A few new ships debuting this year,
from ﬂoating cities to intimate,
all-suite retreats.

Opulence – and a Uniworld butler –
awaits in the Maria Theresa’s Royal Suite.

River cruising gets the
royal treatment.
Beginning this month, every suite
on Uniworld Boutique River Cruise
Collection’s small and medium European ships comes with an extra
amenity: a butler. The butlers –
who are trained under the guidance
of a regular Buckingham Palace
staffer – handle packing, room
service, and other special requests.
Senior butler Valentin Gradescu
explains how to make the most
out of this amenity at sea.

Don’t be shy.
“We try to find out as
much information as we can in
the first 10 to 15 minutes, so we
know our guests’ likes and dislikes, such as what kind of food
and drink they prefer. Everything starts from there.”
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The sky’s the limit.
From 7 AM to 11 PM, your butler
is on call. “I can sew a button or fix a
stitch, serve you breakfast in bed, and
read the day’s newspaper aloud to you.”
Gradescu has even been known to meet
longtime Uniworld guests at the
train station with a limousine to
personally transfer them
to the ship.

Seven Seas Explorer’s
Culinary Arts Kitchen.

APRIL

The 2,650-passenger Koningsdam will be Holland
America Line’s largest ship yet. ROUTES: Europe
this summer; the Caribbean in November.
MAY

Royal Caribbean’s 5,500-passenger Harmony of
the Seas will have 18 decks and seven “neighborhoods.” ROUTES: The Mediterranean this summer.
JULY

Sit back and
enjoy it.
“I try to anticipate my guests’
needs, like handing them a glass of
ice water before they know they’re
thirsty. Most guests don’t have a
butler at home, and for them, to
have someone bring you something without having to ask
for it is a dream.”

It’s all-suite (and all-balcony) on Regent Seven
Seas Cruises’ ultra-luxe 750-passenger Seven
Seas Explorer. ROUTES: Europe this summer and
fall; the Caribbean in December.
DECEMBER

Seabourn’s 600-passenger Seabourn Encore is
the first ship project from designer Adam Tihany,
known for innovative spaces such as One&Only
Cape Town. ROUTES: A launch from Athens, followed by an inaugural sailing from Singapore in
January 2017, then Australia and New Zealand.

(SHIP ICON) ROHAN GUPTA/THE NOUN PROJECT

AT YOUR SERVICE

On an AmaWaterways river cruise, you don’t just pass through a destination – you experience it. Our ships feature
plush balcony staterooms, a fleet of free-use bicycles and a sundeck with a pool so our guests can see Europe’s most
captivating sights from a unique perspective. Because it’s not just about where you go. It’s how you get there that matters.

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Four Years in a Row

2012

|

2013

|

2014

|

2015

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor
LEADING THE WAY IN RIVER CRUISING

Bon Voyage

LOCAL FLAVOR

With onboard nods to its Miami home port, a new ship makes waves in the Caribbean.
Norwegian Cruise Line
recently debuted its
largest ship yet – the
4,248-passenger Norwegian
Escape – in Miami with an
extravagant concert by hometown hero Pitbull. The south
Florida native also serves
as godfather of the vessel,
the first in a new upscale
“Breakaway Plus” class for
Norwegian. Reporting from
the christening, Fran Golden
discovered that the Escape
is just as showstopping as its
star-studded launch party. A
few highlights:

a warehouse-style space and
partnership with Miami’s popular Wynwood Brewing Company,
or munch on pork belly dumplings and sushi at open-kitchen
Food Republic, a bustling
outpost of the city’s Pubbelly
Restaurant Group, where guests
order à la carte items via iPads
at their tables.

NEW
SHIP

 Walking the plank is encouraged: There are two of them,
plus five zip-line-like “sky rails”
on the ship’s multilevel ropes
course, the largest at sea. Other record-breaking recreation:
cruising’s biggest water park,
complete with tandem slides
and a kids’ zone with spray cannons and splash areas.

➀

 A pair of Tony Award-winning
musicals (After Midnight and
Million Dollar Quartet) headline the Escape Theater,
but the highlight of the ship’s
after-dark entertainment is
Norwegian’s new Supper Club,
featuring dinner and For the
Record: The Brat Pack, a musical tribute to iconic Hollywood
movie soundtracks.

➁
➃
➂

 Parrotheads, rejoice: Order
a Cheeseburger in Paradise at
Jimmy Buffett’s first Margaritaville restaurant at sea, or
knock back a daiquiri at the
5 O’Clock Somewhere Bar.
Dozens of other dining and
nightlife options include a
cruise-ship debut from Iron
Chef Jose Garces and a Michael
Mondavi Family wine bar.

 Standard staterooms are
sleek, but Norwegian ups the
luxe factor further in The Haven,
its secluded “ship within a ship.”
Passengers staying in the
55-suite complex (or in one of
40 other suites on the ship) have
access to an exclusive threestory covered courtyard, sundeck, pool with retractable roof,
and restaurant – plus 24-hour
butler and concierge service.
“I especially love The Haven,”
says Jacksonville, Florida,
➄
travel agency owner Leigh
Elizabeth Bryan. “You have
1. The Norwegian
access to the larger ship for
Escape. 2. Ropes
activities but can go up to
course. 3. The
your own space for peace,
District Brew
quiet, and exclusivity.”
House. 4. Tan The ship’s home port flavors onboard dining options.
Try one of 74 different beers
in The District Brew House,

➅

Norwegian Escape sails roundtrip from Miami, including a
seven-day cruise that calls on
Saint Thomas, Tortola, and
Nassau. Departures: Multiple
dates, January 2, 2016, through
April 29, 2017; from $614.
Haven suites from $2,949.

dem waterslides.
5. Mandara Spa’s
Snow Room.
6. Million Dollar
Quartet. 7. The
Haven suite.

➆
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 Chill out – literally – at the
Mandara Spa in Norwegian’s
first Snow Room. (The icy
temps help boost circulation.)
Spring for a weeklong pass
to the Thermal Suite, which
also features a hydrotherapy
pool, salt room, whirlpool, dry
sauna, and heated loungers.

Suite Talk

SCENTS
OF PLACE

A 1900 gala hosted
by socialite Caroline Astor at The
St. Regis New York
inspired Caroline’s
Four Hundred, the
custom scent in all
St. Regis Hotels
lobbies. It features
rose, lily, apple, and
cherry blossom.
Candle, $80,
available in the
hotels’ boutiques.

Jasmine, the
signature fragrance of India’s
Oberoi Hotels &
Resorts, is diffused in the lobby
and other public
spaces of its
properties, including The Oberoi
Grand in Kolkata.
Jasmine oil, $8,
available in the
hotels’ boutiques.

Shangri-La Hotels
& Resorts’ “Essence of ShangriLa” blends notes
of vanilla, sandalwood, musk,
bergamot, and
ginger-spiced tea.
Candle, $25 (at
Shangri-La Hotel,
Sydney; price varies
by property), available in the hotels’
boutiques.

Fairmont isn’t the only hotel chain with a signature fragrance or
a custom scent wafting through its lobbies, guest rooms, and spas,
and for good reason. Scents trigger the brain’s limbic system – the
processing center for recollections and emotions – which is why
a whiff of something familiar can instantly conjure up memories.
Below, offerings from a few hotels that let you bring home a fragrant
reminder of your time away.

To complement
Hotel Arts
Barcelona’s distinctive rose scent,
its 43 Spa uses
Spanish beauty
company Natura
Bissé’s limitededition Diamond
Absolute damask
rose oil in spa treatments. Rose body
oil, $43, available in
the spa boutique.

The crisp, citrusy
scent of lemongrass is ubiquitous
in Thailand, and
candles, oil burners,
and bath amenities
spread it throughout Mandarin
Oriental, Bangkok.
Lemongrass bath
and shower gel,
$18, available in
the hotel’s Oriental
Boutique.

Le Labo’s Rose 31
eau de parfum
is included in
Fairmont Hotels
& Resorts’ custom
“Scents & Senses”
experience. From
$769, including one
night’s accommodations, transfers
to and from the Le
Labo lab, and Le
Labo and Rimowa
products.

No sunglasses, no problem. The new adults-only pool at the 308-room Ojai Valley Inn & Spa features a pop-up
Oliver Peoples sunglasses boutique, complete with a concierge who cleans and tightens specs gratis. Doubles from $309,
including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.
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(FRAGRANCES) PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL, STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS,
(ICON) DANNY LELIEVELD/THE NOUN PROJECT

This month, aromatic adventure awaits at The Plaza in Manhattan,
Santa Monica’s Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows, and Fairmont
San Francisco. Guests of these Fairmont Hotels & Resorts properties
can visit fragrance boutique Le Labo and, with a technician’s help,
mix their own bottles of Rose 31 perfume. The scent – a blend of rose
essence, cumin, frankincense, cedar, musk, and amber – is used in
Fairmont’s bath amenities and sold in its boutiques.

CHARTING

A NEW

I N L U X U R Y.
COURSE

Enter the Royal Suite Class and discover a realm of uncharted luxury,
only on Royal Caribbean ® Oasis Class and Quantum Class ships.
Revel in the thrill of unique onboard experiences designed to ensure
your seamless satisfaction, with privileges of exclusive access,
preferential seating and personal assistance in arranging whatever
adventure you choose to pursue.

THE ULTIMATE ROYAL SUITE CLASS EXPERIENCE

STAR CLASS BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS

S TA R C L A S S

♦ ROYAL GENIE AND CONCIERGE
♦ ULTIMATE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

Star Class guests indulge in our most expansive, richly appointed
Suites and the ultimate selection of exclusive amenities. Enjoy

♦ COMPLIMENTARY SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS
♦ EXCLUSIVE COASTAL KITCHEN SUITE RESTAURANT

the round-the-clock services of a Royal Genie, your own personal

♦ IN-SUITE DINING & IN-SUITE HAND CRAFTED COCKTAIL SERVICE

assistant certified by the British Butler Institute who will attend to

♦ PRIORITY DINING & THEATER RESERVATIONS

and anticipate your every need and desire. Expand your horizons

♦ COMPLIMENTARY VOOM SM — THE FASTEST INTERNET AT SEA

with the help of your Concierge, who will assist you with priority

♦ ACCESS TO SUITE SUN DECK

reservations and theater seating, securing access to the private

♦ DAILY GRATUITIES INCLUDED

Suite Sun Deck and responding to any other requests you may have.

♦ CUSTOMIZED WELCOME GIFT

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE AMENITY
Reserve the Royal Suite Class on any eligible 7+ night sailing* and receive a
Complimentary Specialty Dinner for Two PLUS One Complimentary Spa Treatment.
RESERVE BY DECEMBER 31, 2016. OFFER IS COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

This is luxury redefined. Royal Suite Class by Royal Caribbean®

RESERVATIONS NOW OPEN
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION**

The Royal Suite Class program is available for sailings on Oasis and Quantum Class ships departing May 2016 and beyond. Royal Suite Class program benefits, amenities, and services vary by suite category, ship and
itinerary, and are subject to change without notice. Additional program terms apply. ©2015 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 15047690 • 11/16/2015

Suite Talk

TRAINING DAY
Go behind the scenes of Japan’s national sport: In the weeks
preceding Tokyo’s annual grand sumo tournaments – in January, May, and September – guests of the 290-room Palace Hotel
Tokyo can meet a wrestler during a practice session at a traditional
sumo training stable. A sumo sports writer and announcer acts as
tour guide and interpreter for the daylong excursion, which includes
a protein-rich dinner of chankonabe stew with the wrestler and a
visit to the Ryogoku Kokugikan sumo stadium’s museum. Doubles
from $431, including breakfast daily and an $80 dining or spa credit.
Sumo experience from $4,138 for two, including a two-night stay.

Ready to rumble at Tokyo’s
grand sumo tournament.

Holistic Happy Hour
You won’t find any cocktails at The Modern Honolulu’s new Blending Bar, the highlight of the 353-room
hotel’s recently rebranded Lather Spa, where guests customize massages by choosing from a selection of 15
essential oils. The menu at the aromatherapy-focused spa – the first from the California-based Lather beauty
line – includes everything from traditional Hawaiian lomilomi massage to a coconut body exfoliation. Doubles
from $309, including a welcome amenity, breakfast daily, and a $100 hotel credit.

NOW SERVING
(SUMO TOURNAMENT) J. HENNING BUCHHOLZ/SHUTTERSTOCK

New tennis pros at these resorts promise professional instruction in paradise.

Through a partnership with former pro Jim
Courier, the Dominican Republic’s 185-room
Casa de Campo recently launched a program
with junior tennis instruction, summer camps,
adult clinics, cardio tennis classes, and midnight
tournaments. Doubles from $293, including breakfast daily and a $200 spa credit.

In October, the 241-room Four Seasons
Resort Nevis named Australian tennis coach
Leon Patchett director of its Peter Burwash
International facility. Patchett will oversee tournaments and give private and group lessons at
the resort’s ten seaside courts. Doubles from $695,
including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

Learn from a legend at the 1,047-room Boca
Raton Resort and Club, a Waldorf Astoria
Resort, which can arrange a lesson with Jimmy
Connors. It’s part of a three-night experience
that includes massages and dinners. Doubles from
$269, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining
credit. Jimmy Connors experience, $20,000 for two.
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Inspired By

1.

FENDI
cat-eye sunglasses, $455,
nordstrom.com

2.

KATE SPADE
Cedar Street dot
Natalie case, $148,
katespade.com

From Assouline’s new ode to
air travel: A United Airlines
flight attendant, 1968.

The Golden Age
of Air Travel

3.

ASSOULINE
The Art of Flying, $175,
assouline.com
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FLIGHTS OF FANCY Time was, even a coach ticket came with the
guarantee of a little pampering – multicourse meals, white-gloved flight attendants – and a certain prestige. While airlines today have more or less dispensed
with such niceties in the back of the plane, up front, amenities such as lie-flat
beds, showers, and even private suites far surpass the foie gras of yesteryear. A
new book from Assouline celebrates the sparkle of air travel past and present,
with archival photos, illustrations, and tales of high-flying adventure.

(FLIGHT ATTENDANT) DEAN CONGER/CORBIS

Up where the air was clear – and classy.

ADVENTURE
AWA I TS

THRILLING
ACTIVITIES

HISTORIC
SITES

With 365 beaches, yachting, and exclusive accommodations,
the islands of Antigua and Barbuda offer something for everyone.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.

www.visitantiguabarbuda.com | www.antiguabarbudabuzz.com

City to Go

Park City Perks
New reasons to visit this old mining
village in Utah. BY ELAINE SRNKA
debuts as the largest ski resort
in the United States, after new
owner Vail Resorts combined
Park City Mountain and Canyons
resorts for 7,300 acres of skiable
terrain. One highlight: a new gondola linking the two, part of a $50
million improvement project. The
historic Old Town retains its cool
charm, even when throngs of
A-listers take over for the ten-day
Sundance Film Festival (January 21 through 31).

Clockwise from top left: Park
City’s Old Town, Burns Cowboy
Shop, High West Distillery &
Saloon and its whiskey sour,
and a scallop starter at Riverhorse on Main.
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EAT Tucked into Canyon Village
at the mountain base, The Farm
(4000 Canyons Resort Drive)
redeﬁnes après-ski with craft
cocktails, artful charcuterie
boards, and regionally sourced
menu items.
Don’t miss the airy warehouse
ambience of Riverhorse on

Main (540 Main Street); locals
consider it the city’s best weekend brunch spot.
Expect a wait at family favorite
Vinto (900 Main Street), but
the wood-ﬁred pizzas, gourmet
salads, and casual pastas are
worth it.
The chef at cozy Shabu (442
Main Street) trained under
famed Japanese restaurateur
Nobu Matsuhisa and it shows:
Practically everything on the
menu is a must-order, from
ﬁrecracker tempura shrimp to
Snake River Farms Wagyu beef
hot rock, miso-glazed black cod,
and creative sushi rolls.

DRINK Billing itself as the world’s
only ski-in distillery, High West
Distillery & Saloon (703 Park
Avenue) is Utah’s ﬁrst, since

(PARK CITY) INTERSECTION PHOTOS, (BURNS COWBOY SHOP, BARTENDER, DRINK) CAYCE CLIFFORD

GO FOR This season Park City

Discover the

Canadian Rockies
by Rail

A Rocky Mountaineer rail journey through the Pacific Northwest and the majestic Canadian Rockies is a life changing experience
that provides unparalleled vantage points to some of the world’s most breathtaking scenery. Indulge all your senses as you wind
through awe-inspiring landscapes, complemented by gourmet cuisine, vibrant storytelling, and impeccable service. Relax in your
glass dome coach and travel to a place the is truly above and beyond extraordinary.

Ask about Rocky Mountaineer’s Stay & Play Offer and
receive added value to enhance your vacation.

FROM

$4,454*
8 DAYS /
7 NIGHTS

WESTERN EXPLORER
ancouver-Kamloops-Jasper-Lake Louise-Banff-Calgary

per guest
GoldLeaf Service
Jasper

• 2 days onboard
Rocky Mountaineer
• 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches
• 7 nights hotel
• Vancouver Lookout
• Jasper Highlights Tour
• Yoho National Park Tour

EXCLUSIVE AMENITY†
Receive a Private Transfer

• Icefields Parkway Tour,
including Ice Explorer
• Banff Gondola
• Helicopter Flightseeing
• Calgary Tower
• Rail station transfers
& luggage handling

2

Lake Louise
1

Kamloops
1

1

Banﬀ

Calgary
1

Vancouver
1

CANADA
USA

To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

at the start or end of your journey.

Terms and Conditions: *Price shown for Western Explorer package per person in USD, GoldLeaf Service, for select dates between Sept 29 and Oct 13, 2016 start date from Vancouver, subject to availability. Pricing does not include Canadian tax (GST) or flights. Accommodation is based on double occupancy. Pricing is shown in USD as a guideline only and may vary at the time of booking due to changes
in exchange rate with the CAD. Additional conditions apply. †Private transfer is valid with vacations of 4 nights or more. Some conditions apply.

Clockwise from top left:
Heated chairlifts beckon
skiers, Waldorf Astoria’s lobby, Montage Deer Valley, The
Farm’s pickled vegetables, and
outdoor gear at Cole Sport.

Always packed with locals and
tourists, quirky No Name Saloon
& Grill (447 Main Street) has the
best rooftop bar in town. Order
anything with fresh juice – they
squeeze their own.

SHOP Get your Western-wear ﬁx

at Burns Cowboy Shop (363 Main
Street), a family-owned business
since 1876, where the sky-high
price tags reﬂect custom quality.
Peruse contemporary women’s
clothing (Vince tops, Rag & Bone
boots, 360Cashmere sweaters) at
well-edited Cake Boutique (577
Main Street).
Besides high-end ski apparel and
equipment, Cole Sport (1615
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Park Avenue) also offers rental
and repair service.
Fatali Gallery (556 Main
Street) showcases the mesmerizing nature photography
of Park City-based Michael
Fatali, who specializes in
Southwest landscapes.
After shopping Prospect (509
Main Street) for cool menswear,
head to the back of the store for
a traditional hot shave in the antique chair at Billy’s Barber Shop.
Casual-chic Root’d (596 Main
Street) home decor store stocks
coffee-table tomes, picture
frames, and candles, plus BarrCo. bath products, Meredith
Marks jewelry, and more.

STAY Set on ski-only slopes
(as are all of Virtuoso’s Deer
Valley properties), Montage
Deer Valley radiates a comfortable country club vibe. Though
it’s a bit farther removed from
town, there’s no need to leave

the 220-room property, with
its indoor and outdoor pools,
multiple restaurants, innovative
family activities, and arcade
complete with bowling alley and
pub. Doubles from $935, including breakfast daily and a $100
spa credit.
A funicular delivers you up
the mountain for a dramatic
entrance to The St. Regis
Deer Valley, tucked inside an
exclusive gated residential community. Guests of the 169-room
hotel can take advantage of a
spa, athletic club, and on-site
equipment rental. After a day on
the slopes, settle into a chaise
lounge on the ski beach with a
cocktail. Doubles from $1,599,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 resort credit.
The grande dame of Deer Valley, Stein Eriksen Lodge takes
its name from the Norwegian

“From Salt Lake City International
Airport, you can easily be heading
down an impressive number of slopes,
dining at fabulous restaurants, or
shopping in town soon after landing.
Note that Deer Valley Resort is ski only,
while the newly combined Park City
Mountain and Canyons are open to
both skiers and snowboarders.”
– Alicia C. Diez, Virtuoso travel
advisor, New York City

Olympic skier who developed
the resort. There’s a huge spa,
and most of the 184 rooms offer
whirlpool tubs. Doubles from
$775, including breakfast daily
and a $100 spa credit.
You can’t beat the easy access
of 175-room Waldorf Astoria
Park City, Virtuoso’s closest
hotel to Salt Lake City’s airport,
with a lift that promptly takes
guests to the base of Canyons.
Each guest room has a ﬁreplace;
suites come decked out with a
full kitchen and even more space
(and ﬁreplaces). Doubles from
$499, including breakfast daily,
a $100 resort credit, and a $50
dining credit.

(COLE SPORT) CAYCE CLIFFORD

1870. Located next to the Town
Lift, High West serves up spirited
cocktails and hearty fare such as
bison burgers, pot pies, and schnitzels – there’s even a kids’ menu.
Tour the distillery and buy bottles
to take home (our favorite: the 36th
Vote Barreled Manhattan).

tip

©2015 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, The Luxury Collection and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

H O T E L S T H AT D E F I N E
T H E D E S T I N AT I O N ™
Situated at the crossroads of culture and commerce, the historic Palace Hotel is a legendary California landmark.
Experience a curated ensemble of the world’s most iconic destinations at The Luxury Collection hotels and resorts.
For reservations or further information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

PA L AC E H OT E L
A LUXURY COLLECTION HOTEL
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Interview

Why I Travel
Local flavors and sounds lure Michelle and
Renier Gobea around the world. INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

M

ICHELLE GOBEA WANTED A “LAST-HURRAH

honeymoon,” as she calls it. “Before we have a kid,
I thought, let’s go far as hell and stay as long as we
can,” she laughs. Gobea, 36, owns a cycling fitness
studio in Tampa, Florida, where her husband, Renier, 40, works
in pharmaceuticals and real estate. Tampa-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Doria Gomez put together a grown-up’s 31-day odyssey
for them through New Zealand, Australia, Thailand, and beyond.

“

We travel to embrace
our love of great food,
back-road locations, and gorgeous, comfortable hotels at
the end of the day. Neither of us
grew up traveling, especially my
husband; he’s from Cuba, where
he lived in cramped quarters.

We don’t take it for granted that
we see the world in a luxurious
way now. Best of all, we get to
do it together.

We landed in New Zealand
and headed straight for Otahuna
Lodge near Christchurch. After
the long ﬂight, it was a perfect
place to sit and do very little –
very peaceful, very beautiful.
We got our heads together and
then traveled south to Blanket
Bay, one of the greatest lodges
in the whole world. We never
wanted to leave.

Renier and I love listening to live music, and he’s

very adventurous. He’ll grab a
map and take us somewhere
way outside the usual tourist
zones. Sometimes it means
driving for hours, but we always
end up discovering great people
and amazing musicians.

Chiang Mai and maybe Chiang
Rai. Doria knows we like a little
added adventure, so she connected us with a guide who took
us into Myanmar for the day to
visit markets and temples. We
immersed ourselves in the culture and saw a part of the world
few people get to see.
A honeymoon snapshot of the Great
Barrier Reef and (top) the Gobeas at
Bangkok’s Grand Palace.
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My husband is a very
anxious ﬂ yer, so Doria

sends him details on the type

COURTESY MICHELLE GOBEA

Most people who visit
northern Thailand stay in

Mahout training at Four
Seasons Tented Camp
Golden Triangle.

and year of planes we’re taking, and even a
picture sometimes. Insider knowledge, the
ability to understand what we need without
asking, and patience are important when it
comes to travel advisors. Renier is a huge
pain, I’m sure, but Doria handles it with a
smile, and it really helps him feel calmer.
That, and maybe a Jack and Coke before
boarding the flight.
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Since we speak Spanish, we’ve spent

lots of time in Latin America and Spain.
Formentera is gorgeous. Ibiza is so much fun.
We’re big fans of Barcelona. Cuba isn’t up to
world-class standards yet in terms of hotels,
but we love the family connection.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

I surprised Renier for his 40th
by bringing together a huge group of friends
for a vacation on Sint-Maarten. There were
37 of us and he had no idea! Doria was great:
She coordinated it so people could stay in a
way that felt right for their budget. To wind
down afterward, Renier and I spent four days
at Eden Rock on Saint Bart’s – of course we
talked about travel the whole time. For our
five-year anniversary in 2019, we want to do
the Amalfi Coast.

Exquisite Cultural & Wildlife Adventures
When you travel with Cox & Kings, you’ll reap the benefits of
several lifetimes of relationships — local experts, unique experiences,
and exceptional moments you’ll never forget.

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE,
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

“

WHERE NEXT?
“Tulum, Mexico; Cuba in March; and Hawaii
in May – my mother lives on Maui, and this
will be Renier’s first trip. In the fall, we plan
on visiting Ireland and checking out the Canary Islands, where Renier’s family originally
came from.”
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Bottle Service

Evergreen Tradition
Pine liqueur spruces up the drink scene.

BY LANEE LEE

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

I

N THE AUSTRIAN ALPS,

ties, and Austrians, especially in
the southeast state of Styria, craft
liqueurs from the cone of the Arolla
stone pine, hailed as the “agave of
the Alps.” Many families concoct
homemade versions from recipes
handed down through generations,
macerating fresh pinecones with
sugar and a neutral spirit.

PHOTO CREDIT

après-ski tradition takes the
form of a singsongy chant –
“Zum, zum, zum, Wohl!” (“To
your health!”) – followed by a bracing shot of Zirbenschnaps, or pine
liqueur. Europe’s alpine residents
cherish conifers for their epicurean
attributes and medicinal proper-

Conifer in a coupe:
A pine Sazerac.
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Get an arboreal buzz.

Safari Your Way
wherever, whenever,
however you want to
safari, african travel, Inc.
is renowned for crafting
completely customized
journeys based on your
The slightly sweet, ski-into-a-tree flavor
of this resinous spirit requires even the most
adventurous drinker to go out on a limb. Austrians always sip it straight, yet, paired with
the right ingredients, it sings too. “With its
potent pine nose and sharp, herbaceous flavor, it’s best with equally intense liqueurs,”
explains bar manager Brendan Balfe, who
mixes Zirbenz brand into a few drinks at
Range restaurant in Chicago’s Lincoln Park
neighborhood. Consider a nip of this boreal
spirit for a taste of winter at cocktail hour.
THE BOTTLES
ZIRBENZ STONE PINE LIQUEUR ($33)

Made in Austria since 1797, Zirbenz is
semisweet with light tannins and has a
bright, holiday-pine aroma with notes
of grass and mint. It’s best chilled and
served alone – or used judiciously in
mixed drinks.

THE COCKTAIL

Pine Sazerac
Lukas Hochmuth, bar manager at The RitzCarlton, Vienna’s D-bar, suggests this piney
iteration of the Sazerac as an alternative to
pine liqueur’s traditional Austrian preparation: chilled and straight.
2 ounces pine liqueur (such as Zirbenz)
2 teaspoons simple syrup

AD
XXXXX
individual desires.

CLEAR CREEK DOUGLAS FIR EAU DE
VIE ($51) Clear Creek’s tree booze is an

infusion of Oregon Douglas fir buds in clear
brandy. One sip transports the drinker to a
wintry Pacific Northwest hike.
ELISIR NOVASALUS VINO AMARO ($24)

An erboristeria, or master of botanicals,
fashions this digestif, which combines Italian alpine herbs, dry Marsala, and Sicilian
ash tree sap. Serve it neat.
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EMILE PERNOT LIQUEUR
TRADITIONNELLE DE SAPINS ($35)

Although this distillery in the French town
of Pontarlier is better known for absinthe, it
also produces this legendary sapin (French
for “fir”) spirit from the original recipe,
unchanged for more than a century. Fir
flavors are subtle – ideal in cocktails or on
the rocks with soda.

2 dashes clove bitters
2 dashes Peychaud’s Bitters
Absinthe, for rinse
Orange twist, for garnish
Chill a coupe or martini glass. Stir all the ingredients except the absinthe over ice. Rinse
the inside of the glass with absinthe. Strain
the cocktail into the glass and garnish with an
orange twist.
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MICHAEL BERRY

Custom-Crafted Safaris to
botswana • egypt • jordan
kenya • madagascar
malawi • mauritius
mozambique • namibia
rwanda • seychelles
south africa • tanzania
uganda • zambia
zimbabwe
You can have it all on
a thrilling African Safari
Contact your Virtuoso travel
advisor today to arrange
your dream vacation

Clockwise from left: Thai
mangoes, farming rice near
Chiang Mai, a Bangkok
market, and Sala Rim
Naam’s take on the street
snack miang kham.

On the Table

CURRY FAVOR
Set expectations aside for a chef-led trek through Thailand.

T
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BY BRIAN FREEDMAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY AUSTIN BUSH

HE FIRST BITE OF RIPE THAI MANGO MAY CHANGE YOUR VIEW OF THE FRUIT. IT CERTAINLY

changed mine, less than three hours after landing in Bangkok. Sweeter, more perfumed, and
infinitely more complex than it has a right to be, Thailand’s ma-muang is one of the best fruits
you’ll ever sink your teeth into. Just as your first baguette in Paris relegates all its predecessors to

white bread or a great New York slice spoils
your local pizzeria’s, a fresh mango in
Southeast Asia will become the standard
against which all others are judged.
I’d come to Thailand to tag along with
Alex Boonphaya, Philadelphia’s top Thai
chef, who was returning to his native country to research dishes for his restaurant,
Circles. Over the course of two weeks we’d
explore the culinary traditions and flavors
that define three vastly different regions:
the capital city of Bangkok, Hua Hin on the
Gulf of Thailand, and Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai up north. But on the banks of Bangkok’s Chao Phraya River, my assumptions
about Thai food were already being challenged by every dish, right down to humble
pad thai – much more savory than stateside.
Food lovers worth their fish sauce know
there’s far more to Thai than the green curries, cashew chicken, and peanut-butterslicked satays that Americans grew up with.
What they may not suspect, however, is
how distinctly flavors change as you move
through the country – or how enjoyable it

can be to discover the distinctions. From
the capital’s casual street stands to the Gulf
of Thailand’s bountiful seafood and northern dishes’ herbal complexity, Thai cuisine’s
variations provide insight to the heart and
soul of each region.

Pork satay with
cucumber relish at
a Bangkok food stand.

BANGKOK
Street Food Steps Indoors
Bangkok is one of the world’s great streetfood cities, with hawkers transforming a
few, often basic ingredients into something
with a stunning depth of flavor. Take chicken satay, for example: Vendors bathe strips
of chargrilled chicken – hardly ever all white
meat – in a mix of lemongrass, fish sauce,
ginger, oil, a scattering of peanuts, and a
squeeze of lime. Bean sprouts and cilantro
crown it all, and it’s typically handed over in
a thin plastic bag that feels as if it will melt at
any moment.
HAVE A TASTE: Head hungry to Nang Loeng
Market, a massive, century-plus-old covered space that’s a microcosm of Bangkok
street food, from curries to noodles, satays,

BHUTAN
Happiness is a place
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Bhutan is waiting for you.
Please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin your journey to explore Bhutan.

www.tourism.gov.bt

facebook.com/destinationbhutan

www.happinessisaplace.com

twitter.com/tourismbhutan

On the Table
and desserts. Nakhon Sawan 6 Alley.
At the Mandarin Oriental’s Sala Rim
Naam restaurant, diners scoop chili-andshrimp paste with Siamese sardines, and
devour lime-, ginger-, and chili-sauced sea
bass that’s the perfect kickoff for a culinary
tour. “It’s the real deal,” declared chef Boonphaya. The way Sala Rim reinterprets street
eats and home cooking as a fine-dining experience is exactly the kind of inspiration he
traveled to find. 48 Oriental Avenue.
Set in a small home with a shaded terrace,
Thanying garners acclaim for its pad thai
and spicy green mango salad. Dishes lesser
known to American palates include deepfried pork ribs and squid stir-fried with
lemongrass and green peppercorns. 10 Soi
Pramuan, Silom Road.

Hua Hin highlights: Chiva-Som’s beach and grilled prawns at La Mer.

HUA HIN Seafood City
Though a storm brewed in the distance, a
plate of horseshoe crabs demanded our attention. Nearly 125 miles south of Bangkok,
the Gulf of Thailand stretched out before us
as food hawkers paraded down the beach.
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Okavango Delta
inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2014

Where the memories they make
last infinitely longer.

Whether your plans call for a romantic retreat, a family adventure or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the legendary
shores of Hawaii to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
B E V E R LY H I L L S | D E E R VA L L E Y | K A PA L U A B AY
L A G U N A B E A C H | PA L M E T T O B L U F F

On the Table

tip
“Make plans for a nightcap at
the Mandarin Oriental’s Bamboo
Bar. It’s beautiful – a city legend
with lots of great history.”
– Alfred Volden,
travel agency owner,
Albuquerque,
New Mexico

A glimpse of Chiang
Mai and (below) northern
Thai staple khao soi.
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In Hua Hin, great food finds you right at the
water’s edge. Two items to seek out: delicious
crab curries and shrimp practically cocooned
in fried garlic. Pair them with Chang beer,
poured over ice (always, throughout Thailand) to cut the soupy evening heat.
HAVE A TASTE: Waterfront La Mer draws a
crowd of locals and tourists alike for tiger
prawns, crabs, and seafood hot pots. Khao
Takiab Beach.
Prepare for some serious heat in YouYen
HuaHin Balcony’s standouts – tom yam
soup, crab curry, and other regional seafood
dishes – served on a beachfront terrace from
a restored 1920s home. 29 Neabkeharst Road.
“Hua Hin is special because of its diverse
seafood,” Boonphaya said, but there’s more
to the city than fish. In fact, one of his favorites is tiny Nai Pew Duck Noodle – “other
than the fish market, it’s my go-to spot.”
8/83 Phetkasem Road.
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CHIANG MAI
Comfort Food Up North
Northern Thailand’s deeply soulful cuisine is perhaps the least familiar to many
first-time visitors. “It’s not so spice heavy,
like food in the central and southern parts
of Thailand,” chef Boonphaya explained.
This is hearty and healthy eating, consisting of a garden’s worth of vegetables and
a generous hand with herbs. Khao soi is
perhaps the most famous northern dish;
its frizzle of crispy noodles sit atop silkier strands immersed in a head-clearing
coconut-curry broth. It’s what all soup
hopes to grow up to be. Chiang Mai is also
home to kaeng pa, or jungle curry, an addictive, creamless dish with bright flavors.
HAVE A TASTE: “Anusarn Night Market and
the Walking Street Market are my favorite
areas for food” when visiting Chiang Mai,
Boonphaya says. The best bet is to get a feel
for what’s offered at the stalls and then start
ordering. And don’t leave Chiang Mai without trying Thai sausages – look for the sour
and garlicky nam or curried sai ua. Sunday
night’s Walking Street Market stretches
through the center of Old Town; for the largest concentration of food vendors, head to
Pan On and Sam Phao temples, which turn
their grounds into communal picnic areas.
Anusarn Market, Anusarn Sunthorn Road;
Walking Street Market, Ratchadamnoen Road.
Local art exhibits, live musicians, and a
wide-ranging Thai and international menu
have kept The Gallery popular with travelers and visiting dignitaries such as Hillary
Clinton. Walk through the restored 1892
home-turned-bar/restaurant to its teak
riverfront terrace for northern Thai favorites such as pomelo salad with lemongrass,
khao soi, and other bright salads and curries.
25-27-29 Charoen Raj Road.

NOW SERVING
Foolproof recipes for culinary trips through Thailand.
GETTING THERE Cathay Pacific flies nonstop
to Hong Kong from six North American gateways, with connecting service to Bangkok
and Chiang Mai.
GO Tour Thailand like a chef on Cox & Kings’
culinary safari in Bangkok and Chiang Mai.
Travelers on the private seven-day trip
sample local fruits and meet vendors on a
guided tour of Samyan Market, master local
dishes at Blue Elephant cooking school, and
sit down at Sala Rim Naam’s chef’s table,
followed by more market visits and a cooking class during three days at the 123-room
Dhara Dhevi Chiang Mai. Departures: Any
day through 2016; from $3,995.
Explore the Thai capital’s inventive food
and cocktail scene on a private progressive
dinner with Virtuoso’s on-site connection
in Bangkok. The evening starts with rooftop
drinks 820 feet up at Sky Bar, followed by a

traditional candlelit dinner in a former royal
family residence on the Chao Phraya River.
Save room for a post-dinner walk through
Chinatown. Any day through 2016; from
$240 per person.
STAY Along with its lauded Sala Rim Naam,
the 374-room Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok
offers eight additional bars and restaurants,
ranging from Chinese to French and classic
Italian. Guests can sign up for classes at the
hotel’s hands-on cooking school in an antique
wooden house across the river. Doubles from
$439, including breakfast daily, Wi-Fi, and
lunch at Sala Rim Naam once during stay.
The Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai’s 98
villas and newly renovated pavilions overlook
terraced rice paddies in the Mae Rim Valley.
Among the most immersive classes at its
cooking school: a private daylong course with
a resort chef that starts with a market outing

Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai.

to select ingredients, followed by a cooking
class and lunch, then a chef-led visit to local
kitchen stores to pick up tools of the trade for
home. Doubles from $700, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
A destination spa in Hua Hin, the 58-room
Chiva-Som International Health Resort
focuses on multiday fitness, detox, and yoga
retreats as well as medi-spa services. Guests
looking to stray from spa cuisine (much of it
from the resort’s on-site organic garden) can
enjoy traditional Thai from beachfront Taste
of Siam. Doubles from $695 per person,
including fitness classes, one spa treatment,
and three spa cuisine meals daily.
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Prague
A design scene blossoms
in the Czech capital.
BY JOANN PLOCKOVA PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DÍS
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OW IS THE TIME TO BE IN PRAGUE,”

Zorya jewelry designer Daniel Pos- Lucie Koldova (left)
and her studio.
ta declares. “The people who went
abroad in the 1990s [following the fall of communism]
came back with a new energy.” He adds, “Now there is life on the street,
with cafés and cultural events. Prague is not as gray as it once was.”
“There is a big design boom in Prague,” furniture designer Helena Darbujanova concurs. “Sort of like a flood, as if a dam had
opened up. Just five years ago, it looked like there were no designers here.” In 2014 Darbujanova set up her first showroom, just
down the hill from Zorya, on Veverkova street – an area that has
recently come to life with venues that include Bistro 8 and Page
Five art and design bookstore.
The design scene has spread throughout the rest of the city too.
I’ve called Prague home for close to a decade and, lately, nearly
every time I venture out, I stumble upon a new showroom, shop,
or studio. Blending renowned Czech craftsmanship with a wholly original modern aesthetic, the country’s designers have attracted attention at the major international design fairs and at
Prague’s annual Designblok, which marks its 18th year this fall.

EVERYTHING’S
Coming up ROYAL
The drawbridges are down. The Royal Arms are polished. The
Crown Jewels are glistening and trumpeters are trumpeting.
Britain & Ireland are eagerly awaiting your arrival.

RECEIVE FREE TRANSFERS
ON ALL 2016 EUROPE VACATIONS*

TO BOOK YOUR BRITAIN TOUR,
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.
*Book a 2016 Globus or Monograms Europe vacation through a Virtuoso agency
and receive free airport transfers in the destination city between airport and
hotel. Oﬀer is not applicable to extra night transfers. Booking must be made
and under deposit between June 3, 2015 and December 31, 2016 for travel
commencing by December 31, 2016. Valid with other oﬀers, on FIT and Group
bookings, and applies to new 2016 bookings only. Must mention code FREE T.
Oﬀer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to custom tours. Discount will
apply to individual members of groups adding a name and non-refundable per
person deposit WITHIN the promo window. Not applicable on TBA space. Full
cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply; see Travel
Terms & Conditions for details. May be withdrawn at any time.

Style & Design
Clockwise from left:
Prague’s Old Town, Lavmi
wallpaper, and a Helena
Darbujanova “Macaron.”

Here, a few local favorites to check out on
your next visit.
LUCIE KOLDOVA: Glass Master
Lucie Koldova made a name for herself
with her Muffin lamps, which combine
hand-blown Czech glass and oak. (Look
for them lighting up corners of Prague’s
Mandarin Oriental hotel.) She created
the lamps for Czech glass manufacturer
Brokis, continuing the country’s centuriesold glass-making tradition.
Koldova also designs furniture, including
a two-tiered writing desk (around $1,900)
with gently curved back edges, plus a series of carpets and, this year, vases for Brokis. Find her work at Prague shops, such as
Qubus + Krehky, and at her frequent gallery
shows throughout Europe. Qubus + Krehky,
Ramova 3; luciekoldova.com.

78

V I RT U O S O L I F E

“There is a base of
handicraft amongst the
designers here.”
KLARA NADEMLYNSKA:
Fashion Innovator
In 1998 the city’s fashion scene was confined to Parizska street – home to Louis
Vuitton, Tiffany, and Prada – and the mainstream brands of Na Prikope street. That’s
when Klara Nademlynska established her
label and opened her boutique in between
the two, just off Prague’s Old Town Square
on Dlouha. With Nademlynska leading the
charge, the area blossomed as the city’s hub
for high-end Czech fashion.
Nademlynska spent ten years honing her
skills in Paris before returning to Prague,

where she collaborates with local producers. “There is a base of handicraft amongst
the designers here,” she says. Pieces from a
recent line include a classic tunic with billowing sleeves and a distinctively cut neckline ($900) and a long, bright-blue coat in a
cozy faux fur ($1,100). She also produces a
line of “amulet” necklaces with animal and
flower pendants, a limited-edition animalprint hat designed for legendary Czech hat
manufacturer Tonak, and leather gloves
embellished with rabbit fur from a local
one-man atelier. “I am happy to cooperate
with people who are still doing things in the

Europe
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Style & Design
Zorya designers
Zdenek Vacek (left) and
Daniel Posta and their
“Virus” line (at right).

tip
“Prague’s incredible architectural
heritage also includes modern constructions such as the Dancing House by Vlado
Milunic and Frank Gehry. Visit its top floor,
where Ginger and Fred, one of the city’s
best restaurants, offers exceptional views
of Prague’s landmarks. (Be sure to make a
reservation.) And don’t miss the rooftop
terrace and Glass Bar in summer.”

traditional way,” she says. Dlouha 3; klara
nademlynska.cz.
LAVMI: Wallpaper Wizards
Jan Slovak and Babeta Ondrova’s Lavmi
wallpaper has brightened spaces in Prague
and beyond since 2009. “Czechs’ memories of wallpaper are associated with the
difficulty of scraping it off the walls during
communism,” says Slovak. “At that time,
the quality was quite poor and it was all the
same.” Lavmi’s clean, simple graphic patterns reflect Ondrova’s modern, bright aesthetic and eye for color.
The pair have expanded their brand to include interior accessories, from tea towels
and table runners to clocks, cushions, and
paper pendant lights, as well as kids’ collections in colorful, playful motifs. What’s
more, other shops have opened on the
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streets surrounding Lavmi’s flagship showroom in Prague’s center, adjacent to Petrske
Square. Zlatnicka 12; lavmi.com.
ZORYA: Jewelry Duo
From their studio and showroom on a quiet
backstreet next to Stromovka Park, Daniel
Posta and Zdenek Vacek craft necklaces,
bracelets, rings, and earrings, employing
traditional goldsmithing techniques with
experimental twists. “We work with geometry, the elemental,” Posta says.
Zorya jewelry mixes steel, precious metals, pearls, black diamonds, and textiles in
pieces that range from delicate to daring.
The pair’s “Virus” collection, a series of
thick necklaces and bracelets made from
linen rope and cultivated crystals ($360 to
$1,170), won the prestigious Czech Grand
Design Award in 2011. Beyond their open-

– Natallia Khoshchynka,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Hollywood, Florida

by-appointment showroom, find Zorya
pieces throughout Prague in design shops
and galleries, including the new Cihelna
Concept Store. Jana Zajice 40; zorya.eu.
HELENA DARBUJANOVA:
Furniture Architect
With a whimsical French aesthetic and a
story behind every piece, Helena Darbujanova’s furniture designs take inspiration
from her girlhood and “the smell of summer.” For example, the architect by training designed the Lola Women’s Boudoir
($3,539), a partially enclosed settee, to appeal to everyone from little girls at play to

UNCOVER L.A.’S
HEART AND SOUL
Explore the neighborhoods of L.A. and you’ll ﬁnd
the individual heartbeats of the city—revealed
through dozens of unique characteristics, attitudes
and styles. Come and feel the energy of Downtown,
ﬁnd your favorite beach, check out the Getty, try that
café all the locals are talking about, or discover the
charm of the walking neighborhoods.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel advisor
and start planning your trip today.
discoverLosAngeles.com

#LAstory

Style & Design
grandmothers sipping tea.
Except for the carpets, all her pieces are
made in the Czech Republic, from the My
Dear floor lamp ($1,971) with hand-blown
glass and intricate rocaille beadwork to the
Macarons collection, which includes stools,
tables, and bowls ($851 to $1,729). Darbujanova’s new Audrey Hepburn-inspired
line introduces a dresser ($3,656) with a
pink lower portion, a black velvet bow, and
a space for love letters. Veverkova 7; helena
darbujanova.cz.

Klara Nademlynska’s
bellwether boutique.

CZECH IN
Where to lay your head in Prague.
United by a contemporary building, the 161-room Four Seasons
Hotel Prague is housed inside
three historic structures in
baroque, neo-Renaissance, and
classical styles. Its riverside location affords views of Prague Castle
and Charles Bridge. Doubles from

$310, including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit.
In a quiet corner of the city’s
quintessentially Prague Mala
Strana district, the 99-room Mandarin Oriental, Prague houses
the world’s only spa located in

a former Renaissance chapel.
Doubles from $335, including
pralines on arrival, breakfast
daily, and a $100 hotel credit.
The 101-room Augustine, a
Luxury Collection Hotel, Prague,
occupies a thirteenth-century

former monastery ten minutes’ walk from Prague Castle.
Don’t miss the property’s own
Saint Thomas beer – which it
also incorporates into one spa
treatment. Doubles from $290,
including breakfast daily and a
$90 dining credit.
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The Florida Keys is known for warm water, endless sunshine and a laid back attitude.
But with everything from world-class ﬁshing and diving, a thriving art and music
scene and an incredible variety of bars and restaurants, you’ll have to
A
AD
learn to pace yourself. For reservations, call your
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Virtuoso travel advisor. ﬂa-keys.com
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THE NEXT LIST

India 2.0, the
next Patagonia,
an American safari –
destinations you
need to know for
the year ahead.
BY DAVID HOCHMAN

EXOTIC OUTPOSTS, FAMILIAR PLACES seen in fresh ways, fantasy trips – they all
factor into our 2016 list, a story we hope will serve as both inspiration and a
reminder that we live in an infinitely interesting, beautiful, and welcoming world.
We tapped into Virtuoso’s travel advisor network to find out where the welltraveled are headed this year. Not every hot spot garners a mention – Myanmar
has made everyone’s list every year since we began asking – but we think these
must-see destinations will make the coming year the best-traveled yet.
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Beyond the Taj Mahal

AJP/SHUTTERSTOCK

Southern India
If you’ve visited India, you’ve
probably done its Golden
Triangle in the north: Mumbai
and Udaipur to Jaipur and Agra
on the way to Delhi. The south,
however, is the connoisseur’s
darling. Think of culture-rich
Cochin and Kerala as India
2.0, says Victoria Boomgarden,
a Virtuoso advisor based in
Naperville, Illinois. “You’ve
got pearls, beaches, maharajas’

palaces, tea plantations, and a
breezy, laid-back atmosphere
that still feels off the map,”
she says. Rare Royal Bengal
tigers roam Mysore’s Nagarahole National Park. Kerala’s
Kolukkumalai Tea Estate is the
world’s highest. And the region
is a natural gateway to another
destination on the rise, Sri
Lanka, home to a stunning pair
of Aman resorts.

Elephants wait for
a procession during
the Thrissur Pooram
festival in Kerala.

Over 17 days, Big Five

GO: Tours & Expeditions’

BY THE NUMBERS:

south India journey takes in
Bangalore’s monuments, the
tenth-century pilgrimage center Chikmagalur, Nagarahole
National Park, and Kerala’s halcyon backwaters – by private
houseboat. Departures: Any day
through 2016; from $8,350.

Virtuoso advisors have seen
India bookings jump a whopping 212 percent over the
past year.
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Outdoor spa
treatment rooms
at Six Senses
Con Dao.

Secret Island

Con Dao, Vietnam
It’s known as Vietnam’s
untouched archipelago, but
it won’t be for long. Under
French colonial rule, the
16 velvet-green islands off
the mainland’s southern
shore were cut off in order to
sequester prisoners. Today,
Con Dao is a much happier destination – a haven
for snorkelers (and idlers)
and a throwback to tranquil
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Asian outposts of yore. On
the serene island of Bay Canh,
day-trippers wander through
tropical rain forest to a
nineteenth-century lighthouse. Protected hawksbill
and green sea turtles come to
nest on 13 local beaches from
May through October. Heaven
is a day spent zigzagging
through the picturesque seas
by catamaran.

“Six Senses Con Dao

GO: provides the stunning

BY THE NUMBERS:

experience my clients are looking for, combined with authentic local flavor, in a place that
not many people know about,”
says Tasmania-based advisor
Belinda van Tholen. Villas from
$725, including breakfast daily,
round-trip airport transfers, and
two 30-minute spa treatments.

Travelers are flocking to
Vietnam, fueling a 270 percent
increase in bookings within
the Virtuoso network over the
past year.

Cool factor:
Norway’s Lofoten
Islands, above 66
degrees north.

Arctic Allure

Norway
GALLERY STOCK

GO:

Fjord cruisers have always loved the area in and around Bergen and Geiranger, but those in the know are
heading above 66 degrees north latitude. “The Arctic Circle has the most stunning natural scenery and
the northern lights,” says advisor Belinda van Tholen, who has a fondness for the locals: polar bears,
walrus, seals, and arctic foxes.

Virtuoso’s on-site connection in Norway works
with travel advisors to arrange
land and sea itineraries that let
you take in vivid skies, massive
glaciers, and unusual wildlife.
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Little Italy

Sicily

Since Homer’s time, the
Mediterranean’s largest island
has lured travelers questing
after coastal views, ancestral
villages, and, OK, maybe the
perfect cannoli. But lately
Sicily is drawing a high-flying,
globe-trotting crowd. “It’s very
much a microcosm of the country, offering so much of what
people seek in Italy, but with its
own historic sights and its own
subculture,” says Carrie
Wallace, a Chicago-based
travel advisor. Explore fortified
hill towns such as Erice, Agrigento’s Doric temple ruins, Michelin-starred restaurants in
Ragusa, and rich Greek history
in once-grand Siracusa. With
splashy views to Mount Etna
and two gorgeous Belmond
properties – Grand Hotel
Timeo and Villa Sant’Andrea
– seaside Taormina is Sicily’s
answer to the Amalfi Coast.
Visit culinary and arts

GO: capital Palermo, the medieval countryside, museums,
and volcanic sites during Artisans of Leisure’s seven-day
private exploration of Sicily.
Departures: Any day through
2016; from $7,635.

Puglian bounty at
Borgo Egnazia hotel.

The Insider’s
Darling:

PUGLIA
88
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For olive oil, excellent hotels, and untouristed expanses, Puglia, in
the heel of Italy’s “boot,” is fast becoming a buzzed-about destination,
especially for travelers who know the country well. See page 22 for a
dispatch from the region.

(SICILY) MASSIMO VITALI/GALLERY STOCK,
(PUGLIA) LISA LINDER

Cliffside sun
worship at Scala
dei Turchi, Sicily.

Rustic
Renaissance

U.S. West

Virtuoso travel advisor Carrie
Wallace calls it the “American
safari.” In Montana, Utah,
Wyoming, western Colorado,
Arizona, and New Mexico, a
growing network of exclusive
and ecologically conscious
lodges is catching the attention
of adventure and wildlife lovers
at home and abroad. “No, it’s
not the Serengeti, but the visitor experience is remarkably
similar,” Wallace says. “From
morning to evening, guests
are looked after. There’s great
food, local culture, and game
spotting. It’s a sophisticated

circuit that’s attracting world
travelers.” Vast ranches and
plush reserves such as Gateway Canyons resort and The
Lodge & Spa at Brush Creek
Ranch are close enough to visit
together on scenic drives or
private flights. “You may not
get white-tablecloth, formal
luxury, but rather a New World
sort of luxury, where the hospitality, beauty, and solitude are
unforgettable,” says Wallace.
Chef, geologist, and
“Jeeper” Bruce Sawyer at Virtuoso’s on-site tour

GO:

operator for the western U.S.
works with Virtuoso advisors to
make places such as the Grand
Canyon and Yellowstone feel
like your own private national
parks. Or try Montage Deer
Valley’s two-day Montage-toMoab trip – a chartered flight
and bike-and-hike odyssey into
red rocks country.

BY THE NUMBERS:
The National Park Service turns
100 in 2016 – and it’s giving every fourth grader in the country
a parks pass to celebrate.

Saddles and solitude at
Gateway Canyons resort.

SHORT LIST

More on-the-rise destinations.

ABU DHABI “Abu Dhabi requests are growing as an alternative to the much more hectic
Dubai. The best beach resorts are on Saadiyat Island.” – Jane Hedge, Virtuoso travel
advisor, Bologna, Italy
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Boudhanath
stupa in Kathmandu sustained
only minor damage in last year’s
earthquake.

Better
Than Ever

Nepal

SOUTH AFRICA

Remote Lands customizes

GO: private ten-day journeys that
begin in the Nepali capital before
heading into the Himalayan hinterland, with overnights at classic
outposts such as Tiger Tops Tented
Camp. Departures: Any day through
2016; from $5,750.

Spend a night at Nelson Mandela’s home on the Shambala Private Game Reserve. The revered leader’s sixbedroom retreat is open for small groups as the Nelson Mandela Centre for Reconciliation.
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CHRIS SORENSEN/GALLERY STOCK

Last year’s devastating earthquake could not shake the indomitable spirit of this sacred country
in the Himalaya, and tourism matters now more than ever: Visitor numbers in 2015 were down
40 percent from the previous year. “The most impactful way travelers can boost Nepal’s recovery
is quite simply by going there,” says Martha Merle, a San Francisco-based advisor who recently
returned from Kathmandu. “A first-timer to Nepal wouldn’t know there had been an earthquake.
The country is as stunningly beautiful and magical – and the people as gracious and heartwarming
– as ever.” For visitors who want to go beyond bolstering the economy with their dollars, volunteering even for a day can complete an itinerary and provide a rewarding experience like no other.

Uncommon destinations
Unforgettable moments.
Explore hidden harbors and marquee ports
on the World’s Finest Small-Ship Cruise Line.

Ships’ registry: Bahamas. © 2015 Seabourn.

VENICE
Primošten
Dubrovnik
Adriatic
Sea
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Piraeus
Spétsai

Corfu

Nydri
Katákolon
Mediterranean
Sea
Monemvasia

ISTANBUL

Çeşme
Bodrum
Rhodes
Santoríni

GRECIAN SPLENDOURS & ADRIATIC

from $8,499

Istanbul to Venice ¥ 14 days ¥ June 4; July 30*; Aug 27; Sept 24, 2016

VENICE
Primošten
Adriatic
Sea
Mediterranean
Sea

Dubrovnik

Corfu
Ionian
Nydri
Sea
PIRAEUS
Katákolon
Monemvasia

ADRIATIC & GREEK ISLES

from $3,999

Venice to Piraeus (Athens) ¥ 7 days ¥ May 21; July 16; Aug 13; Oct 8*, 2016

Istanbul
Myrina
Aegean
Sea
Mykonos
PIRAEUS
Spétsai
Mediterranean
Sea Santoríni
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Çeşme
Kuşadasi
Patmos
Bodrum
Marmaris
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Ágios Nikólaos

AEGEAN ODYSSEY

from $7,999

Round-trip Piraeus (Athens) ¥ 14 days ¥ May 28; June 25; July 23; Aug 20; Sept 17; Oct 15*, 2016

Delight in a journey as beautiful as the destination.
Intimate ships with no more than 300 suites • Spacious all-suite accommodations • Tipping is neither expected nor required
Award-winning gourmet dining • Complimentary open bars and fine wines • Complimentary champagne and in-suite bar

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the WorldÕs Finest Small-Ship
Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager Club amenities including an onboard cocktail reception,
shore event or shipboard credit on select sailings.

Asia, Arabia & India ¥ Australia & New Zealand ¥ Caribbean & Panama Canal ¥ Mediterranean ¥ Northern Europe ¥ South America & Antarctica
*Fares based on these sailing dates. All fares are in US dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses
of $115.31 to $345.93 per person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to
correct errors. ShipsÕ registry: Bahamas. ©2015 Seabourn.

Now's the Time

Cuba
With full diplomatic relations
restored and travel restrictions easing between the U.S.
and Cuba, why go now? Put
it this way: In five years, most
of those vintage American
cars will likely be gone. The
corner seafood shack could
be replaced by a smartphone
kiosk. You might even find
Frappuccinos on the Plaza
Vieja. “Visit Cuba as it is now,
stuck in a 1950s time warp,
before developers get their
hands on it,” says Manhattanbased Virtuoso advisor Fallon
Hirschhorn.
Abercrombie & Kent

(HAVANA) JULIEN CAPMEIL/ART PARTNER LICENSING, (RIO) CATARINA BELOVA/SHUTTERSTOCK

GO: recently launched a

private seven-day people-topeople itinerary in Cuba, with
tours led by a local architect,
meetings with renowned ceramicist José Fuster, private
salsa lessons, and a visit to a
UNESCO biosphere reserve.
Departures: Multiple dates
through 2016; from $10,795 per
person for a group of two or
$8,295 per person for a group
of four.

BY THE NUMBERS:
In a recent survey, Virtuoso
advisors named Cuba the
top emerging destination
for 2016.
Time warp travel:
Havana’s Malecón.

RIO DE JANEIRO

Rio’s hotels are already booked solid for the Summer Olympics, but using Virtuoso’s on-site connections, advisors can get clients spots in staffed villas throughout the city.
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Rugged rock star:
Fogo Island Inn.

Far and Away

Newfoundland

HONDURAS

three). Some even call it the
next Patagonia. “We’re talking one-of-a-kind, on-the-edge
travel,” says Katherine Norton,
a Virtuoso travel advisor based
in Birmingham, Alabama.
Guests of the ultramodern
inn are paired with “Fogoers”
based on interests, and those
locals serve as community

hosts. “A village fisherman,
artist, or teacher becomes
your guide and shows you their
hometown through their eyes,”
Norton explains. Activities
are distinctly analog: making
bread, rowing punts, watching
caribou, skipping stones. Social
media can certainly wait till
you’re home.

GO:

Most guests arrive at
Gander, the closest
commercial airport, by way of
Halifax, Nova Scotia, though
the island’s airstrip supports
small-aircraft and helicopter
landings. Suites from $975,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit; or $1,325, including all meals and gratuities.

“This is the next ecotourism hot spot. Enjoy a laid-back Caribbean beach vacation with amazing reefs for
snorkeling and diving. Visit ancient Mayan ruins and tap into your adventurous side with rafting and hiking in the tropical
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CRAIG EASTON/GALLERY STOCK

“Off the grid” is easier said
than done these days, but
the enchanting Fogo Island
Inn is far-flung enough to be
unplugged in the best ways.
Newfoundland is hard to get
to, sure, but that’s part of the
mystique of a region with
seven seasons (“ice,” “berry,”
and “trap berth” are the other

Safari Bonus

Mozambique
“With its easy access to
neighboring South Africa,
Mozambique is emerging as a
hot add-on to time on the Cape
and on safari in the bush,” says
Franklin Lakes, New Jerseybased Virtuoso advisor Bobby
Zur. Beginning this year, more
high-end hotel brands will
establish footholds in the country’s Bazaruto Archipelago.
The additions will complement
existing properties such as
the Azura Retreats on Bazaruto’s Benguerra Island and on
Quilalea Island in Quirimbas
National Park. These will be
“particularly enticing for those
travelers who appreciate a
Robinson Crusoe, barefootluxury factor,” Zur says.
Everywhere along the coast,
the water is fabulous. Dive sites
aren’t crowded. You can see
dolphins, humpback whales,
whale sharks, manta rays, and
giant turtles. Most intriguing,
though, are the elusive, curious-looking dugongs, related
to manatees – and elephants.

(MOZAMBIQUE) DOOK, (HONDURAS) CHRIS M ROGERS/GALLERY STOCK

As part of a 12-day bush-

GO: and beach-focused

southern Africa itinerary, African Travel spends a few days
in Mozambique’s palm-lined
coastal capital, Maputo, before
hitting a tented camp on the
beach for snorkeling among the
reef fish. Departures: Multiple
dates through 2016; from $3,225.
A woman wears a
traditional muciro mask
(from the kipalo plant),
used as a sunscreen
and beauty product in
Mozambique.

rain forest. Luxury accommodations are still ﬁnding their way to Honduras, so for the time being, ‘eco’ is
the word to keep in mind.” – Maggie Stein, Virtuoso travel advisor, New York City
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Dram Trip

Scotland’s Whisky Trail

THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE

Virtuoso advisors work

GO: with on-site UK tour

operators who know the ins
and outs of distilleries and can
put together whisky tours by
train or private car – or villageto-village ambles.

Rolling along, merrily:
Careful cask transport in Scotland.

Traditionally, only small ships and expedition ships have cruised the fjords and icebergs of this
sea route connecting the Pacific and Atlantic via the Arctic Ocean. Joining operators such as Quark Expeditions and Ponant
for the first time this summer: Crystal Cruises’ 1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity.
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JALAG/GOTZ WRAGE/SEASONS.AGENCY

Specialty tours bring wonder to the most familiar places. Seeing Scotland with a whisky ambassador
combines science, history, flavor, and a few drams of grown-up merrymaking. Advisor Victoria Boomgarden arranged such a trip for her husband’s 60th birthday last year in consultation with The Scotch
Malt Whisky Society. “There’s no better way to do it than on the Royal Scotsman,” the Belmond train
into the Highlands, Boomgarden says. For a journey like this, the party begins with a private tasting
at Edinburgh’s Balmoral hotel, which stocks representative bottles from every distillery in Scotland
under lock and key – more than 500 in all. The next morning, a piper plays you downstairs to Waverley
Station, where you board the train with your whisky guru for a journey to all the best glens and lochs.
It might sound clubby, but the trip is full of surprises. “It wasn’t a bunch of guys sitting around with
cigars,” Boomgarden promises. “We met many young women pairing Scotch with fine food, and every
stop had some new shop or gallery, or fabulous country hotel.” Those who want more can extend the trip
with a few days of golf, horse trekking, or R&R at any of Scotland’s grand hotels.

Cabo San Lucas

GO:

Here’s how Maggie
Stein, a Virtuoso advisor
based in Manhattan, sizes up

Cabo’s resort options: “One
& Only Palmilla offers a very
family-friendly environment
and one of the area’s only
swimmable beaches. Las Ventanas al Paraíso is the place
for honeymooners – it even has
a romance coordinator on the
property. Esperanza works
for multigenerational travel or
groups because it has a lot of
large villas and residences with
multiple bedrooms. The Resort at Pedregal is for people
(mostly couples) who want to
be close to some action, since
it’s located near town.”

Rebound town:
Cabo’s resorts
and beaches are
back in business.

PERU

“A foodie’s paradise!” And it’s no wonder: Established superstar chefs such as Gastón Acurio and too many rising stars to count have the bounty of the Paciﬁc Ocean and the Amazon Basin
at their disposal. – Laura Asilis, Virtuoso agency president, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
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(CABO) INTERSECTION PHOTOS,
(PERU) BYELIKOVA OKSANA/SHUTTERSTOCK

Baja Is Back

This popular destination got
even better with major revamping in the wake of 2014’s Hurricane Odile, which left $1.2 billion
in damage. The upgrades have
brought extra luster to already
luxe oceanfront hotels. Two
new golf courses also opened:
Quivira Golf Club (designed by
Jack Nicklaus) and El Cardonal
at Diamante (designed by Tiger
Woods). The local economy will
thank you for teeing off.

The Haven by Norwegian is the ultimate cruising experience,
giving you access to a secluded courtyard with pool and
sundeck, exclusive dining options, pre-cruise concierge
service, reserved seating for shows, and much more.
And now The Haven also offers one of the best
values in cruising!

Discover The Haven by
Norwegian and Save
For a limited time, Haven guests receive
an ultimate beverage package, unlimited
specialty dining, 250 minutes of Internet
and $50 per port Shore Excursion Credit,
a value of up to $1,560 per stateroom!
PLUS, you’ll enjoy an exclusive behindthe-scenes ship tour, only through your
Virtuoso travel advisor!

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN
7 Days • Norwegian Epic
Departs 4/17/16 – 10/23/16
Barcelona, Spain • Naples, Italy • Rome
(Civitavecchia), Italy • Livorno (Pisa/
Florence), Italy • Cannes, France •
Marseille, France • Barcelona, Spain
Haven Suite fares from $2,799

ALASKA
7 Days • Norwegian Pearl
Departs 5/15/16 – 9/16/16
Seattle • Juneau, Alaska •
Skagway, Alaska •
Ketchikan, Alaska • Victoria,
British Columbia • Seattle
Haven Suite fares from $4,399

Booking window is 1/1/2016 - 4/10/16. Freestyle Choice offer is applicable to 3- to 16-day sailings. All Pride of America and Norwegian Sky sailings are not eligible for this offer. Offer is for New Individual
FIT Reservations, New Group Delegates or FS bookings. Qualifying New Individual FIT reservations can be moved into an existing traditional or FS Group. Offer is combinable with existing group block rates.
RQs are not applicable unless RQ reservation converted to OF or BK status within the promotional booking window. Promotion cannot be held as group block. Singles paying 200% of voyage fare qualify.
Guest cannot substitute or customize this offer. All guests must have the same choice. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing.
Government Taxes, Port Expenses & Fees, and discretionary onboard service charges are additional. Cancellation Fees also apply based on the Booking/Sailing date. Not applicable to Chartered Dates and
Group Types: INCREG & INCLARGE. This is a cruise only offer. This promotion is not applicable on the land portion of Cruisetours or BUNDLES. Offer combinability with other promotional offers is subject to
change at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line discretion. Other restrictions may apply. All offer options have additional terms and conditions. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details. Fuel supplement
charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2015 NCL Corporation Ltd.

South American
Hamptons

José Ignacio, Uruguay
Manhattan-based advisor
Bobby Huebner lets out a
happy sigh when he talks about
José Ignacio. “It’s where the
Hamptons’ flair and feel meet
South America,” he says. Two
hours from Montevideo and
just outside Punta del Este,
it’s the ideal spot to combine
an estancia (ranch) and beach
stay at the posh Vik properties.
“Regional art is featured and
highlighted within the decor
and design of the buildings
themselves,” Huebner notes.
Daily workshops help guests
find their flow while painting or
taking photos, and those craving a deeper escape can book
Vik’s seven-day yoga retreat.
Horse rides at dawn,

GO: languid art walks,

parrot-watching, splendid
solitude – it’s all on the menu at
Estancia Vik José Ignacio and
Playa Vik José Ignacio. The
properties are happy to arrange
local tours or help you do nothing at all. Doubles from $1,600,
including breakfast daily and one
dinner for two.

ICELAND

“This little island’s awe-inspiring landscapes make you feel like you’ve been to another planet,
not just another country.” – Meg McGriff North, Virtuoso agency executive, Birmingham, Alabama
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(ICELAND) GALLERY STOCK

Ponying up for a
favorite pastime
at Estancia Vik.

Introducing Virtuoso’s Exclusive Preferred Partner,
Maine Camp Experience,SM
the Best in Class Overnight Summer Camps for Children
Contact your trusted Virtuoso travel advisor to help book camp
for summer 2016, today! These sought-after Maine camps ﬁll early.
Camp is the best gift to ever give your child.
Extraordinary Camps

Find the Perfect Fit

• 20,000 kids attend Maine camps each summer
• Many 100+ years old; the gold standard for camps
• Campers unplug, make lifelong friendships and
gain new skills
• Beautiful lakes; pristine natural settings
• World-class facilities, staﬀ and instruction
• Strong traditions and values

• Choose from nearly 30 Boys, Girls and Coed camps,
for kids 7-17
• Virtuoso’s Maine Campcierge™ helps you ﬁnd
the right camp
• Widest array of activities: athletics and water sports;
arts; trips of a lifetime
• Full (6-8 weeks) and shorter (2-4 weeks) sessions;
late June to mid-August
• English immersion & language instruction (some camps)
• Family camp, reunions, weddings

EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITY:
Receive a $100 TravelSmith gift card when your child attends a Maine Camp ExperienceSM camp in 2016*

*To be eligible to receive a TravelSmith gift card: potential child camper must be ﬁrst introduced to a Maine Camp Experience (MCE) Virtuoso camp by a direct recommendation from a Virtuoso Travel Advisor; not be subject to any other
commissions; be enrolled in a MCE Virtuoso member camp by their parent/family; camp tuition and related camp fees be paid in full prior to camp; and attend a Maine Camp Experience Virtuoso member camp in 2016. The TravelSmith gift
cards are one card per eligible camper (per above). See your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Fares, tuition, camp fees, schedules, Virtuoso exclusives, events and amenities are subject to availability and may
change without notice. Camp restrictions, rules, legalities, liability and/or session space limitations/availability may apply. This is a Maine Camp Experience LLC offering and it is not liable or responsible for any claims, damages, or loss related
to or arising out of a camper’s stay at any Maine Camp Experience member camp, or any actions or omissions by Virtuoso, its advisors or TravelSmith. Virtuoso is not responsible for any errors in pricing. Virtuoso, its advisors and TravelSmith are
not liable or responsible for any claims, damages, or loss related to or arising out of a camper’s stay at any Maine Camp Experience member camp, or any actions or omissions by Maine Camp Experience LLC.

A
N
U CH RTED

A calm outing near the abandoned Norse enclave of Herjolfsnes.
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TERRITORY
Sealskin,
icebergs,
and kayaks:
In Greenland,
getting off
the map is
the point.
BY AARON GULLEY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEN JUDGE
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FROM THE
MIDNIGHT
WATERS
OF THE DENMARK STRAIT,
GREENLAND’S COAST MATERIALIZES LIKE
A SILVER SPEAR
LAID ON
THE HORIZON.
Landfall is a welcome relief after two days of
open water, though honestly it looks neither
green nor, with contours of snow coming
into focus, much like land. The sight must
have brought comfort to the Vikings, who
crossed from Iceland a millennium earlier
aboard open-top longships. But the Norsemen would have quickly understood that
the pale skyline meant an ice-heavy, inhospitable land.
“It’s ironic that ‘Iceland’ has the least
amount of ice of almost anywhere in the Arctic, while ‘Greenland’ is covered in the stuff,”
says expedition leader David “Dutch” Willmott as the 117-passenger Sea Adventurer
approaches the ice sheet. The Quark Expeditions’ ship will be our home for 15 days as we
cross from Iceland and alight on Greenland’s
fjord-carved eastern coast, round its southern
point, and hopscotch west-coast fishing villages to well north of the Arctic Circle. “The
name was maybe the world’s first marketing
ploy. How else could they lure people to such
an unwelcoming place?”
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Erik “the Red” Thorvaldsson, a surly,
Norse polar bear of a man, concocted the
ruse. Exiled from Denmark with his father
and later thrown out of Iceland for murder,
he landed on Greenland circa AD 982 and
coined the name in hopes of coaxing others to follow him. The mean landscape he
confronted, a landmass bigger than Alaska
with a surface that’s 80 percent covered
with ice, hasn’t changed much since. Even
its ice-free land, a fringe of green on satellite imagery, is tough – a nettle of scrubby
dwarf birch and scraggly juniper alternating with marshlands spongy enough to
gobble feet and air that hums with blackflies
and mosquitoes.
“Not many people will ever get to experience such a remote place,” says Wendy Redal
of nature-travel company Natural Habitat
Adventures, which launched a safari-campstyle outpost on the east coast last July.

“And there’s this sense that the opportunity
to see it as it is now won’t last forever.”
In a world full of people and conflicts,
Greenland is empty and pristine. Even
Mongolia, often cited as the planet’s least
densely populated country, has one person
for every quarter of a square mile. Here,
you’ll find only one for about every 15. The
Sea Adventurer’s excursions are regularly
adjusted because the weather is too harsh,
the ice too thick, or the animals too treacherous. (Staff carry firearms for polar bears,
after all.) “It’s one of the last grandiose
places,” says Michelle Bemis, a McLean,
Virginia-based Virtuoso travel advisor who
recently explored the island with Lindblad
Expeditions. “Visiting tiny villages that
have hardly changed for hundreds of years
makes you think about the way we as people
can cope and survive.” Greenland is feral
and distant, and that’s precisely the point.
With the seas warming and fish stocks
waning, Greenlanders still toil for their

subsistence. The island has averaged a net
loss of 200 billion tons of ice a year since
2003. Right before my trip, one of the country’s most active glaciers, Jakobshavn,
calved a chunk of ice roughly the size of
Manhattan into the sea in one of the largest
such events in recorded history. If its entire
ice sheet were to melt, scientists predict the
Clockwise from top left:
The writer on deck,
a hanging glacier, sea
ice on the east coast,
and cruising Prince
Christian Sound.

world’s oceans would rise by 20 feet.
The thing about climate change is that it’s
neither linear nor well understood. On the
Denmark Strait, the trans-Arctic current
that pumps icy water down from the north
has clogged the coastline with such a jigsaw
of sea ice, which normally doesn’t even feature on this trip, that the captain is forced
to bring the ship to a halt a mile offshore.
Parking-lot-size sheets pinwheel around
the Sea Adventurer, and the deep, guttural
exhalations of ice calving break the still. We
won’t be able to make our planned landing,
and the captain is uneasy because much of
the coastline is, quite literally, off the charts.
Expedition leader Dutch points to the

bridge’s navigational charts, and sure
enough, the contour lines end in blank
white. “When one door closes in the Arctic,
another opens,” he assures us. We’ll take to
Zodiacs in lieu of landing.
At daybreak, my Zodiac’s driver, a weedy
Australian geologist, plays bumper boats
with dissipating pack ice as we buzz around
the rocky islands north of Prince Christian
Sound. We stop to admire a houseboat-size
iceberg with ribs like the grill of an old Lincoln, then tuck into the tiny inlet it chokes
off. It’s tempting to think of icebergs as
placid, sculptural installations, but with a
rustle of snow off the top, then a bullwhip
crack, the berg shudders. Our driver guns

J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 6

105

the engine, just sneaking us onto open water
before it rolls and heaves skyward a tongue
of blue ice five times bigger than what we’d
seen. Had he not been alert, the rolling berg
might have trapped us in the inlet or, worse,
capsized the raft. Ice, it turns out, is as dynamic and unpredictable as this uncharted
wilderness. The same is true of Greenland,
we soon find. Proverbially and geographically, this is only the tip.
THAT AFTERNOON, RATHER THAN BRAV-

ing big seas around the ominously named
Cape Farewell, the captain pushes through
the pack ice to Prince Christian Sound,
a narrow, 60-mile-long fjord lined with
3,000-foot peaks that rise from the water
like Atlantis. The day is almost Caribbean
warm, and everyone congregates on deck
in loud Bermudas, highlighter-yellow expedition coats for when the wind gusts,
and binoculars to survey spires reminiscent of Patagonia’s Torres del Paine. The
channel stretches on through evening,
almost as long as the Arctic sunset, which
casts the fjord in mysterious, ashy light
until nearly midnight.
The Sea Adventurer is nearly as formidable
as our surroundings, with eight engines,
an ice-rated hull, and seven lifeboats. In
such a severe environment, it’s necessary
to be prepared. Yet the experience on board
is about as laid-back as sailing in the U.S.
Virgin Islands, as evidenced by the baby
boomer crowd. Three massive meals are
served each day in the white-linen dining
room, with morning and afternoon tea in
the main lounge. Arctic titles and reference books fill the cozy library, and relevant
movies screen on in-room TVs all day. One
of two bars stays open late, and when there
are no excursions or meals, a team of biologists, geologists, and historians lectures on
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the region. “There’s no better way to see
Greenland,” Dutch says. “The distances are
enormous, and since there are no roads between towns, a ship is a must.”
While journeying up the western seaboard, a few of us explore the coastline in
kayaks, sneaking away from the engines’
hum to slip over the water like ghosts and
absorb the silence. Cliffs of 3.5-billion-yearold banded gneiss tower above a green carpet of microvegetation set off by flashes of
roseroot and pink bursts of dwarf fireweed.
One morning, as we’re paddling in a smoky
fog, a humpback whale surfaces 50 yards
away. It feeds slowly, breaching over and
over as we follow speechlessly.
Kayaks have played a key role in the fishing villages that speckle the west coast like
struggling lichens. For centuries, the qajaq,
or “hunter’s boat,” enabled subsistence. Every village we visit has wooden racks at the
shore stacked with handmade stretchedskin boats. In Sisimiut, a town we call at on
day ten, I ask one local where you can buy a
kayak. He shrugs and answers, “Nowhere.
We just make them.” And we meet another
boater who still paddles with a traditional
wood plank, as his father taught him, and
wears a hooded sealskin suit that doubles as
a spray skirt.
Splashed in a rainbow of pastel clapboard
houses that recall the Danish colonials, Sisimiut embodies the changing forces at play
in the country today. The supermarket sells
TVs and fresh produce, including raspberries and oranges flown in from Europe. One
café we drop by serves a good cappuccino,
and vehicles, mostly rattling, donut-tired
pickups, lag forlornly around its few streets.

1. The northern lights make an
unexpected appearance. 2. Tea
and cakes at a kaffemik, a social
gathering to celebrate special
occasions. 3. A passenger
modeling traditional garb.
4. Nuuk’s fishing fleet.
5. Hiking the Tasermiut Fjord.
6. A caribou sighting during a
west-coast wilderness landing.
7. Kayak traditions. 8. Roseroot in
bloom. 9. A portrait of an
early-twentieth-century
hunter from Tasiilaq – one of
two large murals in Nuuk.

But you’ll also find kennels of sled dogs,
which families use for transport in winter,
and reindeer antlers from previous years’
hunts stacked beside homes. And it’s not uncommon to see locals dressed in sealskins
and musk ox wool. We experience similar
juxtapositions in Nuuk, the dozy capital
city of 15,000, and in Itilleq, a tiny fishing
village of nearly 200.
Heading north, Greenland remains vast,
and nearly every encounter seems to upstage the previous one. On our next-to-last
kayak excursion, I glide into a shallow cove
and discover a lone reindeer with magnificent velvet antlers. He stares at me as I draw
closer in the silver of the long Arctic sunset, the same way that Inuit hunters have
done for centuries, until the kayak finally
grounds on the rocky shore 30 feet away.
Another evening, the captain anchors below the Eqip Glacier, and the salvos of calving ice are so powerful they resonate in our
chests and cause the ship to pitch and list –
even from a mile away.
And then there’s the raw, cold night when
Dutch summons us to the top deck at 1 am
to watch an unexpected display of the
northern lights. Curtains of green and crimson throb and pulse across the sky, and everyone bumps around in the dark trying to
both watch the sky and keep balanced.
“The number of people who want to holiday in this place, which is cold and harsh and
inhospitable, is tiny,” Dutch says. “But the
few who come will return again and again. It
sinks anchors into you.”
It’s my first time ever seeing the northern lights, and the sight brings tears to my
eyes – though that might just be the frigid
Arctic night. I briefly consider getting out of
the wind and going back to bed. But the sky
is wild with color and the land to the west is
a mysterious black shroud. Like the other
passengers shivering on deck, I can’t bring
myself to look away.
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Our driver guns the engine, just sneaking
us onto open water before the berg
rolls and heaves skyward.
Disko Bay’s preponderance of icebergs make it Greenland’s most popular spot.
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About a mile north of the
Arctic Circle, Itilleq occupies
an islet with no freshwater.

tip
“Making the most of Greenland
means not holding back: Hike on
the ice sheet, take advantage of sea
kayaks, and taste the local ﬁsh and
sea mammals. Pack your
sense of adventure.”
– Michelle Bemis,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
McLean, Virginia
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 6
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EUROPE. AS

SEEN
FROM AN AVALON
STATEROOM.

EUROPE. AS SEEN
FROM EVERYONE ELSE’S

When your bed faces a wall, the view never changes. Which is precisely

STATEROOM.

why our beds, unlike those of our competitors, face a window.† Because
we think letting you see the incredible views that river cruising is famous
for, is a darn good idea. And if we put that much attention into a bed,
imagine what we’ve done for the rest of your experience.
†

64% of the Avalon Europe ﬂeet features beds facing the window.

TO BOOK YOUR AVALON WATERWAYS RIVER CRUISE,
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.

RECEIVE PREPAID GRATUITIES ON SELECT
2016 EUROPE RIVER CRUISES*
*Book a select 2016 Avalon Europe river cruise through a Virtuoso Agency and get the standard prepaid cruise gratuities included
for the full length of the cruise portion of the vacation. Must be booked, under deposit and discount applied by December 31,
2016 for travel at select times in 2016. Combinable with other offers EXCEPT Travel Agent Discounts and groups. Applies to 2016
bookings only. Must mention code VGRAT. Offer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to groups or custom tours. Not
applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply; see Travel Terms & Conditions
for details. May be withdrawn at any time.

HOT PROPERTIES:
SEVEN NEW HOTELS WITH STYLE TO SPARE
BY MARIKA CAIN, AMY CASSELL, AND JUSTIN PAUL ILLUSTRATIONS BY MARCELA RESTREPO

From clock towers and theaters to monasteries and
Milanese manors, hoteliers are reimagining iconic buildings and resorts for the better. Make checking in to
one of these on-trend hotels a 2016 must.

112

V I RT U O S O L I F E

SERENITY AT FIRST SIP: Arriving
guests at Mauritius’ newest
resort are greeted by a hostess
in a sega dress bearing a cup
of sugarcane green tea. After
an extensive renovation, the
legendary Le Touessrok Resort
& Spa on Trou d’Eau Douce Bay
reopened this past November
as a 200-room Shangri-La. “It
has a sense of grandeur from
the moment you arrive,” says
Cape Town-based Virtuoso
travel advisor Clairë Adams,
who frequently visits family

on Mauritius. “Many
Mauritian resorts have
gone for a more contemporary or Westernized feel
and have lost their identity, but
from my first look, Shangri-La
seems to have found the perfect balance.”

ISLAND TIME: Picnic, beachcomb,
and kick back on Ilot Mangénie,
Shangri-La’s private island,
complete with a beach club and
on-call butlers. On neighboring
Île aux Cerfs, resort guests receive complimentary rounds at
the Bernhard Langer-designed
18-hole golf course.

INSTAGRAM THIS: Your party
among fire pits and sunken
loungers at Republik Beach
Club & Grill – home to 20
house-infused tequilas and
a Champagne, Bellini, and
Bloody Mary bar.
ROOM TO BOOK: For families, a
Junior Suite in the Hibiscus
Wing, with interconnecting options and the closest proximity
to the main pool, or one of
three 4,550-square-foot beach
villas. “The villas’ position is
possibly the best on the island,”
Adams notes. “Each has its own
private beach, which is unheard

of in Mauritius, as every beach
has public access.” Couples and
honeymooners will appreciate
the Frangipani Wing’s peace,
seclusion, and exclusive pool.
Doubles from $299, including
breakfast daily and a 50-minute
massage for two.

From top: A beach villa
and the hotel’s lobby and
peerless location.
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Some who dream big also do
big: Witness the Alan Faena/
Baz Luhrmann/Catherine
Martin/and more collaboration, Faena Hotel Miami
Beach. The first component
of developer Alan Faena’s
ambitious Faena District, the
169-room hotel is filled with
flourishes dreamed up by the
Australian film director and
his set designer wife. Bold
reds with gold accents against
“Faena white” walls recall the
original hotel in Buenos Aires,
while turquoise accents reflect
the surf outside. The property
retains art deco elements from
its origin as the 1948 Saxony
Hotel and adds restaurants
by South American superstar
Francis Mallmann and Texas
legend Paul Qui, as well as a
theater for live cabaret. “I’m
hoping it’s going to be a game
changer for the city,” says
Miami-based travel advisor
Stacy Weigant. “They’re bringing in some great original food
concepts and going all out in
terms of training staff.”

WHAT IT BRINGS TO MIAMI: The
entire Faena District aims to

The restored hotel and (right)
guest-room views. Above: A Premier Corner Oceanfront Suite.

capitalize on – and contribute to – Miami’s booming
art scene, with site-specific
works from local and international artists and the
50,000-square-foot, Rem
Koolhaas-designed Faena
Forum, opening soon.

FAMOUS ART: Damien Hirst’s
golden unicorn watches
over the dining room at
Qui’s Pao; living room and
veranda chandeliers by
1 14
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Alberto Garutti flicker every
time lightning strikes the
pampas in Argentina.

ROOM TO BOOK: Any of the
ocean-facing standard rooms,
all with balconies – or, if
you’re feeling flush, the fourbedroom, five-bath Faena
Suite, with its gold drapery,
white onyx dining table, and
multiple balconies. Doubles
from $745, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.

Ian Schrager’s new 273-room
hotel channels Manhattan’s
private-social-club era from its
perch in the 1909 Metropolitan Life clock tower building
on Madison Square Park. “Its
restaurant and bar are always
buzzing,” confirms NYCbased Virtuoso advisor Jesse
Katz. From the cozy table by
the lobby’s blackened-steel
fireplace to the second-floor
restaurant’s velvet banquettes,
billiard parlor, and horseshoe
bar (layered in 24-karat gold

leaf) to the digital art displayed
at turndown, it’s a debut that
does scene and sleep right.

DETAIL WE LOVE: Aside from the
building’s working clock face?
The photography. Hundreds
of gold-leaf-framed images
of American celebrities and
musicians adorn the dining
rooms, but we especially
like the guest-room prints of
Melvin Sokolsky’s 1963 blackand-white “Bubble” series for
Harper’s Bazaar.
ROOM TO BOOK: “My favorites are

The newest addition to the
House Collective (Beijing’s
Opposite House, Hong Kong’s
Upper House) in Chengdu,
China, takes a yin-yang approach to past and present
comforts: A seventeenthcentury Qing Dynasty courtyard fronts the polished,
100-room property, and the spa
occupies a former monastery.

SIGNATURE COCKTAIL: Toast adventures with a Sichuan Mule –
Sichuan peppercorn-infused
vodka and ginger syrup – while
mingling with Chengdu locals
at speakeasy-style lounge Jing.

KIDS WILL LOVE: The hotel can
arrange a visit to the nearby
Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, complete
with a plush panda souvenir.

ROOM TO BOOK: “Check into

The Edition’s NYC
home and (below)
Gold Bar.

the Loft Suites, which provide
views of the Flatiron Building
and One World Trade Center
through their oversize windows,” Katz says. Doubles from
$325, including breakfast daily
and a $100 hotel credit.

one of the spacious Studio
90 rooms,” says Hong Kongbased advisor Charlotte Harris. “Learn how to make the
perfect cup of green tea with
the crib notes in your living
room, then enjoy it on your
private balcony overlooking
the city.” Doubles from $300,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

The Temple House’s Jing
lounge and (above) entrance.
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is within walking
distance of the
Galleria’s highend boutiques
and La Scala opera house,” says
travel advisor
Jerry Greenberg
of Los Angeles.
“Plus, the feng
shui-inspired
spa is one of the
best I’ve seen in
the city.” Chef
Antonio Guida’s
fine-Italian
restaurant, Seta,
rounds out the
sophisticated
urban retreat.

ROOM TO BOOK: Two fifth-floor
Mandarin Rooms (501 and
503, to be exact). In addition to
sleek wood furniture, curved
headboards, and heated bathroom floors, they offer the
hotel’s best views of the Gothic
cathedral. Doubles from $825,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 Mandarin Bar credit.

INSTAGRAM THIS:
Italian architect Antonio
Citterio envisioned a traditional Milanese noble’s home
when designing the hotel: 104

rooms spread across four
eighteenth-century buildings
surround a pair of landscaped
interior courtyards. “The hotel

In downtown Perth, three
late-Victorian-era “State Buildings” have been reimagined as a
coolly contemporary 48-room
Como property, with heated
travertine floors, freestanding

tubs, a rooftop restaurant, and a
slick 20-meter indoor pool. The
hotel is part of a $520 million
revitalization of the Western
Australia capital’s Cathedral
Square, which brings microbreweries, talkedabout dining, and
more to the area. “It’s
been difficult in the
past to recommend
a truly five-star hotel
in the central business district, so the
Como brand is a real
coup for the city,”
says Perth-based
Virtuoso advisor
Carole Smethurst.

The Treasury’s
pool and (right)
Studio Suite.
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The eye-popping
black-and-white marble tiles
on the Mandarin Bar’s walls,
inspired by Milanese designers
Piero Portaluppi and Giò Ponti.

“Rumors now abound about
which brands will follow.”

DETAIL WE LOVE: Fine-dining
restaurant Wildflower occupies a steel-and-glass box
on the nineteenth-century
building’s roof.

Mandarin Bar and
(left) the Presidential
Suite’s bathroom.

ROOM TO BOOK: All ten Heritage
Balcony Rooms have French
doors opening to balconies
facing Cathedral Square, but
only rooms 5 and 6 also have
fireplaces. Doubles from $545,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 dining credit.

A Stamford Suite and (right)
Capitol Room bathroom.
Above: The restored exterior.

Singapore’s historic Capitol
Building and the adjacent
Stamford House have found
new life as a 157-room hotel; set
to open early this year, it will
anchor the Capitol Singapore
retail and residential development. “Singapore’s historic
buildings are so beautiful,”
says New York City-based
advisor Erina Pindar, “and

what the Patina
has done to bring
them back is very
exciting.” The
buildings’ facades
remain – meticulously restored by
architect Richard
Meier – complemented inside by clean lines
and dark-wood accents as conceived by the late Indonesian
designer Jaya Ibrahim.

ABOVE AND BEYOND: Patina’s
“360˚ Concierge” philosophy
means that every employee
is a hotel ambassador. Staff
are hired based on personal
interests, which are logged in

a database, so when you ask for
the neighborhood’s best cup of
coffee, for example, you won’t
get tips from a tea drinker.

ORDER UP: Peruvian cuisine
throws its flavors into the
country’s culinary melting pot
at Eru, with one of Singapore’s
first ceviche bars and standout
lomo saltado – stir-fried beef
tenderloin with rice and
yellow-potato fries.

1905 Victorian-style building,
such as high ceilings, paned
windows, and chengal-wood
floors. Stamford House rooms
include a 24-hour stay, regardless of check-in time. Doubles
from $650, including breakfast
daily and a complimentary lunch
or dinner for two.

ROOM TO BOOK: One of the 16
Stamford Suites in the threestory Stamford House, featuring
modern furniture and brass
light fixtures and showcasing original details from the
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 6
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IN
THE
WINGS
HOTEL OPENINGS TO WATCH FOR THIS YEAR.
 Europe’s grande dame, The
Ritz Paris, reopens this spring
after a three-year closure for
a wine cellar-to-Imperial Suite
renovation. Expect the 142-room
hotel’s classic hallmarks, but updated with modern conveniences
and tech amenities. (Most of its
features are protected by French
law: The Imperial Suite, for instance, is listed as a national monument.) New additions include an
expanded cooking school and the
world’s first Chanel Spa.
 Lake Como’s newest calling
card, Il Sereno opens this summer

in the village of Torno, about an
eight-minute drive from Como
(guests can also make the trip
in one of the resort’s wooden
motorboats). In contrast to many
of the lake’s famous villas and
hotels, the property’s understated,
modern look extends from its 30
water-view suites to the pool’s
sundeck and the restaurant’s
lakeside terrace.
 Scheduled to open in August on
Banana Bay, Park Hyatt St. Kitts
promises 125 rooms with an updated take on the island’s colonial
style – many with rooftop pools

for elevated views across
the strait to Nevis. Along
with excellent diving,
fishing, and watersports activities, guests
have access to Christophe Harbour’s Tom
Fazio-designed 18-hole
golf course.
 Trump takes charge in D.C. this
fall when Pennsylvania Avenue’s
historic Old Post Office Tower reopens as the Trump International
Hotel, Washington, D.C. Noteworthy among the 263 guest rooms
features: suites’ 14- to 16-foot-

high ceilings and the Townhouse
Suites’ fireplaces and two-person
showers. Along with BLT Prime
steakhouse, the 10,000-squarefoot Fitness Center and Spa by
Ivanka Trump is destined to be
a local draw.
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StarcenClippers operates three of the world’s largest and tallest sailing vessels.
If NON-BLEED, make it ﬁt and
Visiting
tered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX. ports often untouched by larger cruise ships and offering passengers
the activities, amenities and atmosphere of a private yacht. Passengers enjoy
There are NO FOLIOSthe romance of sailing on board a true tall ship in a relaxed atmosphere with
for 1/2-page ad pages.high standards of service provided by an attentive crew. Star Clippers sails
the Eastern & Western Mediterranean from April to October 2016 from
Rome, Venice, Athens, Istanbul and Cannes.
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ALASKA BY PRINCESS
E X C L U S I V E LY V I R T U O S O
Alaska alone is a must-see destination. Experience it on a seven-day
Princess cruise and it’s unforgettable. Make it a land and sea vacation
with five nights touring Denali and it’s amazing. Now consider those five
nights are reserved only for Virtuoso guests, along with the exclusive
extras below, and now you have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
experience Alaska with Princess in 2016.

12-NIGHT DENALI EXPLORER TOUR
Vancouver to Anchorage | 5/11/16 - 9/10/16
Cruise: Vancouver, British Columbia • Ketchikan, Alaska • Juneau, Alaska • Skagway,
Alaska • Cruising Glacier Bay National Park • Cruising College Fjord • Whittier, Alaska
Tour: Whittier/McKinley • McKinley • McKinley/Denali • Denali • Denali/Anchorage

Oceanview fares
from

$2,249*

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $238 are additional, and are subject to change.

Book this land and sea vacation through your Virtuoso travel
advisor and enjoy two a la carte breakfasts, one a la carte dinner
and Music of Denali Dinner Theater during your land tour.

*$2,249 fare is based on category OE on Island Princess® sailing 5/25/2016, on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise- and land-only, based on double occupancy and
apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount,
including onboard credits. Virtuoso advisors are eligible to book this tour under any strategically offered promotions. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District
of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Void where prohibited by law. ©2016 Princess
Cruises. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

DELTA OF
SEDUCTION

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOOK
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PHOTO CREDIT

Known as the “jewel of the Kalahari,” Botswana’s Okavango Delta provides a
lush encounter with some of Africa’s most famous wildlife. Just ask a photographer who arrived three decades ago and never looked back.

PHOTO CREDIT

The delta’s Moremi Game Reserve is
home to more than 400 bird species,
including this black-collared barbet.
J A N UA RY | F E B RUA RY 2 0 1 6
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T
T

he first time I
nervously felt part of the
food chain was while camping in Botswana’s Okavango
Delta 30 years ago. The delta
is the crown on the Kalahari’s sandy, sun-scorched
skull, with sparkling amber
water and rich, emerald-green vegetation to complete
the royal look. The waters of this UNESCO World Heritage site come from the Angolan highlands’ rainfall at
the beginning of the year, traveling 800 miles down the
Okavango River, not to the sea but to northern Botswana in the middle of its dry season. As the space expands
out into an alluvial delta, doubling in size to some 4,600
square miles, herds of animals flock to it.
My initial encounter with this gem dazzled me into
moving from London to Africa. I had come on holiday to
Waterborne safari: Boating
visit a friend. After traveling through South Africa from
along the delta’s deep chanCape Town headed to Botswana for a basic camping sanels in search of wildlife.
fari, we flew from Maun to the delta in an alarmingly
tiny old plane, the aerial view dramatizing the contrast
between the parched landscape and the green wetland.
After we landed on a dirt strip in a roadless wilderness, a slight, “heeap-pooo.” A haunting cry: “juck-aaaaalll.” A melodious droopunarmed guide poled us through the floodplains in a wooden dug- ing song: “coooo-kaarrl birdeeee.” Eventually, we settled down for
out canoe (mokoro) to a lala-palmed island. We set up a mosquito net the night.
under a tree, ready to sleep under the stars. As the sun set, the unfaOver morning tea, I watched a herd of more than 60 elephants
miliar squeaks, shrieks, hoots, and howls began. Our guide, quickly frolicking in the waters nearby, a show no London production could
irritated with our constant tense question – “What’s that?” – fol- top. There and then I decided that Africa would be my home. After
lowing every sound, started to automatically identify the makers: A our trip, I sold my return ticket on a community board in Johannesbooming guffaw bellowed like drunken gents at a men’s club was a burg and stayed.
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PHOTO CREDIT

Clockwise from top left: Oxpecker birds hitch a ride on giraffes, a serene float,
a baobab with bark nibbled away by elephants, and the grand expanse
of the delta in wet season.
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THE DELTA IS THE CROWN ON THE
KALAHARI’S SUN-SCORCHED SKULL.

PHOTO CREDIT

Clockwise from top: Red lechwe race through marshy waters, a leopard looks for
prey from a perch in a jackalberry tree, and the day fades in the delta.
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X Viking Longship Explorer Suite

The largest suites on European waters.
An onboard concierge to customize each guest’s cruise.
The most modern river cruise fleet.
More travel awards than any other river cruise line.
The World’s Leading River Cruise Line…By Far®
Ask for Viking’s 2016 Special Savings.
For details, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today!
©2015. Travel + Leisure and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of, Viking Cruises.

#1 Rated CRuise Line

CST: #2052644-40

Belmond’s Khwai River Lodge (top) and
renovated Eagle Island Lodge (below).

tip
WATER WORLD
Make the most of a few days in the delta.

HOW TO GO Visiting the Okavango Delta at any time of year
provides a great African wildlife
experience, says Virtuoso travel
advisor Ryan Hilton, but the dry
season in July, August, and September brings mild weather and
excellent game viewing at the
delta’s perennial water sources.
Access to the area’s safari camps
is through Botswana’s Maun
International Airport.
STAY Safari options at Belmond
Eagle Island Lodge revolve
around the water, with daily boat
rides, barge cruises, and mokoro
(dugout canoe) excursions. The
camp, which reopened last November after a ten-month renovation, features 12 luxury tents with
private plunge pools and viewing
decks. Doubles from $855, including breakfast daily and a mokoro
excursion with Champagne.
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Within the delta’s Moremi Game
Reserve, the 15-room Belmond
Khwai River Lodge overlooks
floodplains where elephants and
buffalo roam. A pool, in-room spa
treatments, and nightly stargazing sessions keep guests busy
between daily game drives and
after-dark safaris. Doubles from
$855, including breakfast daily
and a 30-minute massage.
GO Visit Botswana’s Okavango
Delta and Chobe National
Park during Travcoa’s private
nine-day trip: Activities include
flightseeing tours and day and
night game drives. Departures:
Any day through December 2016;
from $6,795.
Ultra-luxury camps are the highlight of Micato Safaris’ 12-day
Botswana and Zambia tour, which
includes an overnight in Johan-

“Botswana’s government has done a great
job of supporting and encouraging the lowimpact model. The result: Operators work
in very large exclusive-use areas, which host
fewer travelers, who pay a higher price to visit
the destination. Being on safari in the right
camp in the Okavango Delta, guests will
feel like all of Africa is theirs for
those few days.”

nesburg and safaris in Victoria
Falls, the Okavango Delta, and
Chobe National Park. Departures:
Multiple dates through December
30, 2017; from $11,450.
Take in Victoria Falls as well as
the Okavango Delta and Linyanti
Reserve by foot, four-wheel drive,

– Ryan Hilton, Virtuoso travel
advisor, Sarasota, Florida

boat, and mokoro on a private tenday tour with Cox & Kings. Departures: Any day through March 31,
2017; from $7,385.

Tropical Getaways
just for You.
The Ritz-Carlton,
Aruba
$

2754 per person

5 Nights • May 9 - 14, 2016
Junior Suite.
Virtuoso Exclusive: Complimentary room upgrade,
daily breakfast and $100 resort credit.

The Ritz-Carlton,
Cancun
$

2101 per person

5 Nights • May 9 - 14, 2016
One-Bedroom Oceanfront Suite.
Virtuoso Exclusive: Complimentary room
upgrade, daily buffet breakfast and $100 food
and beverage credit

Grand Velas
Riviera Maya

$

2500 per person

5 Nights • May 9 - 14, 2016
All-Inclusive: Includes all meals, drinks, activities
and more.
Virtuoso Exclusive: Complimentary room upgrade,
daily breakfast, one-way private airport transfer,
welcome bottle of tequila, $50 spa credit and early/
late check-in/out.

To enjoy these exclusive amenities, connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for departure 5/9/16. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are subject
to availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rates shown include government-imposed fees and taxes. Rates are current as of 11/7/15; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher. tFor current prices,
please see http://www.pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the
time of booking. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2015
Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Port of Call

Under

the Influence
In Buenos Aires, discover a lively mix
of European and South American flair.

T

HERE’S A PARISIAN

air to Buenos Aires,
thanks to centuries
of influence from
French and other European
settlers. But Argentina’s seaside capital has its own distinct
personality: It’s a cosmopolitan
locale where diverse neighborhoods fuse tradition and innovation. In bohemian La Boca,
couples tango in the streets as
smoke wafts from nearby parrillas (steakhouses); in Palermo
Soho, well-dressed porteños
(locals) sip coffee in corner cafés; and in Recoleta, shoppers
explore new boutiques next to
century-old leather stores.
Here, Virtuoso’s on-site connection in Argentina shares
how to make the most of a port
call in Buenos Aires.
9 am: It’s often packed
with tourists, but La Boca’s colorful Caminito alley, a
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short distance from the cruise
terminal, is worth a walkthrough for tangoing street
performers and conventillos
(little houses) filled with handmade souvenirs. After your
stroll, leave the crowds for
more-authentic sites in the
city, including El Zanjón de
Granados (Defensa 755) in San
Telmo. During a renovation in
1986, a local entrepreneur accidentally discovered a labyrinth
of underground tunnels, sewers, and cisterns, believed to be
the site of the city’s first
sixteenth-century settlement.
Following a 20-year excavation
project, the restored mansion
became a museum of archaeological history and an access
point for the tunnels below.

Turn up the heat: Faena Hotel’s
sultry interior and (bottom)
tango dancers in La Boca.

(DANCERS) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

BY AMY CASSELL

Exceptional is always unforgettable.
Luxurious one-of-a-kind ships, unsurpassed service, awardwinning cuisine and personalized excursions come together
to ensure your all-inclusive river cruise is beyond the ordinary.

You deserve the best
Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about exclusive
Voyager Club beneﬁts, amenities and other Uniworld offers.

Port of Call

Buenos Aires on display, from left: Teatro Colón, Puerto Madero’s Calatrava Bridge, and Rossi & Caruso.

1 PM: In fashionable Palermo Soho,
modern restaurants, funky boutiques,
and contemporary art galleries line narrow
cobblestoned streets. Eat lunch at Don
Julio (Guatemala 4699), a family-owned
parrilla known for generous cuts of sirloin
and mollejas (sweetbreads), then check out
some of the surrounding shops, including
María Cher (El Salvador 4724) for women’s
denim and dresses and Manu Lizarralde
(Gorriti 5078) for stylish gemstone jewelry.

3 PM: Shop for handmade leather goods
in Recoleta, a posh neighborhood
where wide avenidas and belle-epoque-style
mansions recall nineteenth-century Paris.
Rossi & Caruso (Posadas 1387) has outfitted Argentine equestrians in riding gear for
more than 100 years and also offers a
selection of supple jackets and purses.
4 PM: Rather than being eyesores,
graffiti-splashed buildings are evidence of the city’s vibrant arts scene – travel
advisors can work with Virtuoso’s on-site
connection in the city to arrange a walking
tour of murals. Or head inside to the
Colección de Arte Amalia Lacroze de
Fortabat (Olga Cossettini 141) in Puerto
Madero, a recently developed riverfront
neighborhood. The airy steel-and-concrete
museum houses the late billionaire’s personal collection, including a gallery of work
from Argentine painter Raúl Soldi and
pieces by Chagall, Rodin, and Warhol.

DAY TRIP
Polo, Argentina’s beloved sport, came to the country with British settlers in the 1800s. Travel advisors can work with Virtuoso’s on-site connection in Buenos Aires to arrange a day trip to Estancia la
Martina in the picturesque southern pampas outside the city. At the family-owned ranch – where the
world’s number-one polo player, Adolfo Cambiaso, grew up – guests learn the rules of the game, then
hop on a pony for a lesson on the pitch.
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7 PM: Still in Puerto Madero, sip a predinner martini beneath lavish chandeliers and antelope heads at Faena Hotel’s
Library Lounge (Martha Salotti 445). Red
meat remains an institution in Argentina,
but new restaurants are giving diners options: At sleek Peruvian-Japanese eatery
Osaka (Juana Manso 1164), for example, chef
Ciro Watanabe creates artfully prepared
plates of sushi and ceviche, including lemongrass tiradito (Peruvian sashimi). Buenos
Aires buzzes all night: Bars, tango halls, and
nightclubs stay open well into the morning.
As you head back to the ship, most porteños
will just be gathering for the evening.

tip
“Buenos Aires’ ice cream is among
the best in the world. There are hundreds of handcrafted, creamy ﬂavors,
from maracuyá (passion fruit) to
dulce de leche. Try some at Freddo,
Un’Altra Volta, or Persicco.”
– Bárbara Wyse,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Buenos Aires

(THEATER) RENATO GRANIERI/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO, (PUERTO MADERO)
T. OZONAS/MASTERFILE/CORBIS, (ICE CREAM) HEMIS/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO

11 AM: At the Plaza de Mayo, snap a
few photos of iconic Casa Rosada
(Balcarce 50), the pink palace that houses
the president’s offices and served as a centerpiece of the country’s dramatic political
history. (First lady and activist Eva Perón addressed her supporters from one of its balconies.) Afterward, take a guided tour of the
Teatro Colón (Cerrito 628) opera house, an
opulent building modeled after German,
French, and Italian Renaissance styles.

GET SET TO SAIL
How to cruise from Buenos Aires, and where to stay before embarking.
CRUISE Spend a night in
Buenos Aires before a 13day voyage from the city
to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on
Regent Seven Seas Cruises’
700-passenger Seven Seas
Mariner. Shore excursions
include biking through the
beachfront city of Punta del
Este in Uruguay and snorkeling off Ilha Grande in Brazil.
Departure: February 21;
from $9,999.
A 19-day Buenos Airesto-Santiago sailing on
Norwegian Cruise Line’s
1,936-passenger Norwegian
Sun features three pre-cruise
nights in Buenos Aires and
nature-focused stops in
Uruguay, the Falkland Islands,

The Pulpit Rock
Lysefjorden, Norway

and Chile. Departures:
January 26, February 23, and
March 22; from $2,994.

Dinner and a view
on Regent’s Seven
Seas Mariner.

STAY Surrounded by gardens,
the pool at the 165-room
Four Seasons Hotel Buenos
Aires is an oasis in the
bustling Recoleta neighborhood. Doubles from $545,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 dining credit.
In Puerto Madero, Faena
Hotel Buenos Aires attracts
travelers and locals alike to
its Philippe Starck-designed
interiors and sultry tango
dinner show. Doubles from
$445, including breakfast
daily and two tickets to
Rojo Tango.

Stockholm, Sweden

Copenhagen,
Denmark
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Become enchanted with the Scandinavian way of life by discovering
all three destinations.

SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES
Scandinavian Airlines offers the most nonstop
flights from the U.S. to Scandinavia, with flights
from New York /Newark, Chicago, Washington
D.C. and San Francisco
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION

Local Culture

Centrally
Located
Granada, Nicaragua, turns up
the cool. BY LANEE LEE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUÍS GARCIA
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Clockwise from top left: El Tercer
Nicaragua’s politiOjo, a Granada conveyance, and
cal hub, but Granahammocks at Café de las Sonrisas.
da is its capital of
chic. In one of Central America’s oldest cities, centuries-old cathedrals stand next to contemporary galleries, and lace-apron-clad
abuelas peddle street food a stone’s throw from coffee shops staffed
by hipster baristas.
Given its location on cerulean Lake Nicaragua with the Mombacho volcano looming in the distance, it’s no surprise that Granada
was once Central America’s crown jewel. Founded in 1523 by Francisco Hernández de Córdoba, who named it after his hometown
in Spain, the city glittered, thanks to Spanish stores of gold and
other minerals.
Nearly 500 years later, Granada is reclaiming its status as the place
to be. Today expats and Granadians are opening boutique hotels,
trendy restaurants, and stylish shops stocked with Nicaraguan-

Suites are best with Celebrity.

Celebrity’s Suite Class.
Don’t just stay. Live.
We offer you six types of suites, each with it’s own unique design,
décor, and style; however, they all share one thing in common—a
definite air of luxury. Personal butlers make sure you never have to lift
a finger while on vacation. Luxurious features and amenities elevate
every moment to the height of pampering. And, special privileges
such as reserved seating in the theater and priority seating in our
specialty restaurants mean you are truly treated as VIPs.
Beginning in 2016, our suite experience will include even more
benefits to enjoy.
• Sky Suite guests can access Michael’s Club (complimentary
cocktails, appetizers, and a dedicated Michael’s Club Concierge)
• Personal butler, private restaurant (Luminae), and an exclusive
lounge Michael’s Club for all suite guests
• New luxurious Bulgari® bath amenities
• New daily delivery of Delectable Delights
• New Signature Suite enhancements such as: two bottles of wine
or spirits, Premium Beverage Package, Unlimited Specialty Dining
and so much more

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

*Contact travel agent for more information. Suite enhancements begin January 2016. Certain restrictions may apply. ©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador 15047730 • 11/2015

Local Culture
made fashions. Locals, especially in the
tourism industry, are thrilled with the influx of visitors and excited to show off their
homeland after relative isolation due to two
decades of civil war and several natural disasters. Go now, while it remains delightfully undiscovered.

➀

➁

➂

➃

➄

➅

GET ORIENTED
Hail a beribboned, horse-drawn carriage in
Parque Central for an hour-long tour that
clip-clops along cobblestoned streets. You’ll
pass plenty of Spanish colonial churches,
but three stand out. La Merced, completed
in 1539, is one of the oldest in Central America. From its bell tower, hidden courtyards
and tiled rooftops fan out below. With its canary-yellow facade, neoclassical-style Catedral de Granada is the city’s most iconic
(and most Instagrammed). And Iglesia de
Guadalupe’s worn and crumbling exterior
begs for a quiet moment of admiration.
SHOP AROUND
For beautifully woven hammocks and potent Nicaraguan coffee, head to Café de las
Sonrisas, operated by blind and deaf youths
who have learned skills through Tio Antonio Centro Social, a nonprofit organization
that provides underprivileged Nicaraguans
with education, job placement, health care,
and more. Nicaragua is known for quality
leatherwork: Pick up SoHo-chic sandals at
Cocobolo Artwear and purses, wallets,
and more in bold hues at Soy Nica. Worth
the short drive: handpainted ceramics and
other souvenirs from Mercado de Artesanías in nearby Masaya. (Before you buy,
ask if your item is made in Nicaragua; many
of the souvenirs are imported.)
Nicaragua’s on-the-rise luxury exports
include cacao and cigars. ChocoMuseo
celebrates the former with “bean to bar”
workshops. Nicaraguan tobacco, a product of the country’s rich volcanic soil, is
quickly becoming the new gold standard
for cigar makers, on par with Cuba’s. Test
the (organic) goods at Doña Elba Cigars,
1. La Merced church. 2. Happy staff
members at Café de las Sonrisas.
3. Full-spectrum style at Soy Nica.
4. Doña Elba’s organic cigars. 5. Fashion
finds at Cocobolo Artwear. 6. Espressionista owner Andrés Lazar.
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Premium hotels | Customized itineraries with hotels & driver for 2 to 10 persons
Pre-booked attractions and visits also available

Cliffs of Moher,
Co. Clare

Celebrate a joyful occasion with special tour arrangements – whether it’s for two or a small
group of family and friends. Pick your desired dates and we will assist you in choosing your
route and preferred hotel accommodation. Your fully experienced driver/guide will look
after you every step of the way as you travel around Ireland & Britain.

Custom Chauffeur-Drive Program Includes:
• Chauffeur-drive vehicle – sedan for 2 people, multi-person vehicle for 4 people, and a
•
•
•
•

minibus or small coach for groups of 8 or more
Pick up and drop off at any major airport or location in Ireland and Scotland
Comprehensive insurance, gasoline, tolls and parking
Prebooked hotels as required • Full breakfast daily except on day of arrival
Services of professional driver/guide • Driver’s accommodation, meals and expenses

…and More!

Over 45 Fully Escorted Coach Tours and Independent Self-Drive Programs also Available
To book or for more information on any of CIE Tours’ Luxury, Escorted or Independent Tour
Programs, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
VIRTUOSO and the Globe Swirl Logo are registered
trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Local Culture

South American
Luxury!
Upscale properties and
impeccable service.
LUXURY PERU SHORT & SWEET
Lima, Sacred Valley, Machu Picchu & Cuzco

7 days/6 nights from $3,849 pp
Departs daily except Wed. & Thu.

INCLUDES
• Hiram Bingham train to Machu Picchu
• Private guided tour of Machu Picchu
• Infinity Cuzco city tour
• VIP package including 24 hour
If personal
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• Plus many
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5 days/4 nights from $3,425 pp
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where visitors can roll their own – and
watch the experts at work.
DINE AND DRINK
For a delicious start (or end) to your day,
head to Espressonista – a third-wave coffee shop that becomes a hip farm-to-table
restaurant at night. Stroll the Mercado
Municipal, a frenetic open-air market, and
sample street food such as vigorón (mashed
yucca topped with crisp pork rinds, cabbage, tomatoes, and onions) or cebada (a
fuchsia-hued, horchata-style barley drink
often served in a plastic bag and sipped with
a straw). For a healthy lunch or dinner with
international flair, head to El Garaje – operated out of a garage by Canadian expats.
After hours, sip Flor de Caña rum, the
country’s signature spirit, in an outdoor café
or a nightclub on Calle la Calzada, a carfree promenade that’s the heart of the party.
Granada’s favorite watering hole, El Tercer
Ojo (The Third Eye), is here too – a candlelit
spot with a bohemian vibe where a wellheeled crowd sips mojitos and eats ceviche.
OUT AND ABOUT
Granada serves as an ideal hub for exploring Lake Nicaragua’s 400-plus islets or,
less than an hour’s drive away, two of the
country’s most visited volcanoes: Masaya
and Mombacho.
Santiago, in Masaya Volcano National
Park, is one of the world’s most accessible active volcanic craters. Drive up the

tip
“Because tourism is fairly new to
Nicaragua, there are opportunities
for travelers to interact that offer an
authentic sense of the country. Beyond
that, it’s a safe destination with a
unique culture and natural beauty for
families of all ages to enjoy.”
– Robert Merlin,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Saint Louis

winding paved road to its rim and watch
white billows of smoke (800 tons of gas a
day) from the comfort of your car. Nighttime tours reveal colorful sunsets, parakeets swooping into the crater to roost
(they’ve adapted to the volcano’s toxic
fumes), a lava-tunnel bat cave, and the flowing lava’s red glow, visible only at night.
The trails at Mombacho Cloud Forest
Reserve, a dormant volcano, provide a different kind of volcanic encounter, with lush
green landscapes, wild orchids, parrots,
sloths, and howler monkeys. Hire a driver
to traverse the switchbacks leading to the
4,409-foot summit, but along the way, try a
cup of joe at Café Las Flores coffee plantation or zoom through the forest on a 15-platform zip-line tour. Back in Granada, raise a
glass of Flor de Caña to the adventure.

INCLUDES
Street eats: Vigorón
and a glass of cebada.
Left: ChocoMuseo.

• 4 nights deluxe accommodations
• 3 Winery tours
• 3 lunches & 2 dinners
• 5 Wine tastings
• Plus many more
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for
these and other vacations!
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Catedral de Granada.
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MUKUL’S NEW AIRPORT
Mukul Beach Golf & Spa – Nicaragua’s
only five-star resort, with 37 plush palapas,
villas, and “treehouses” perched on a hill
overlooking a wide sandy beach and the Pacific Ocean – opened the Costa Esmeralda
airport last November. Just 15 minutes from
the resort, it eliminates the three-hour drive
from Managua. Treehouse-style rooms are
outfitted in ivory hues with Nicaraguan art,
teak furnishings, and private plunge pools.
Guests surf, kayak, golf the 18-hole beachfront course, and explore the rain forest with
the property’s “Adventure Rangers.” Doubles
from $500, including breakfast daily and a
$100 resort credit.
Open-air excellence
at Mukul.
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SAINT LUCIA • WEST INDIES
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An authentic Caribbean experience, where luxury lovers can
savor breathtaking views of the Volcanic Pitons - a World Heritage
Site and the Caribbean Sea from the privacy of an open-air,
three-walled suite. The resort offers some of the best in
experiential travel, including gourmet dining and is known
for its fresh and local Caribbean cuisine.

Local Culture
Trail time in Mombacho
Cloud Forest Reserve.

GRANADA GUIDE
Visit Nicaragua’s oldest city – and the rest
of the country.
GO Shop for local art and
objects in Managua’s Roberto
Huembes Market during Kensington Tours’ private eight-day
exploration, which also delves
into Granada’s colonial heritage
before ending on a namaste
note with a relaxing stay, complete with yoga and massage,
at an eco-lodge on Jicaro Island.
Departures: Any day through
2016; from $2,750.
Discover León’s colonial history,
play a round of golf along the
shores of Guacalito de la Isla,
try your hand at chocolate
making in Granada, and admire
Mombacho Cloud Forest
Reserve’s 50 shades of green
during a seven-day private tour

Established Since 2003
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with Cox & Kings. Then order
up a rum drink and kick back
on the beach at Mukul resort.
Departures: Any day through
March 2017; from $4,125.
Join Ladatco Tours’ expansive
16-day overview of the country:
Stay on a coffee plantation in
Matagalpa, ideal for bird-watchers. Boat through León’s Isla
Juan Venado Nature Reserve on
a wildlife expedition, stroll Mombacho’s crater trail, and kayak
to Ometepe, an island formed
by two volcanoes. Wind down at
an eco-lodge on a 4,000-acre
jungle reserve near San Juan del
Sur, a laid-back surfing village.
Departures: Any day through
2016; from $6,545.

Explore a world
that’s uniquely
Holland America Line
We take you to extraordinary places in
luxurious comfort

111-Day Grand World Voyage
Roundtrip Fort Lauderdale
ms Amsterdam

Interior CAT MM from

$16,999

1/4/17

*Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are an additional
US$2,100 and subject to change

67-Day Grand South America
& Antarctica Voyage
Roundtrip Fort Lauderdale
ms Prinsendam

$13,999

1/3/17

EXOTIC

Interior CAT M from

*Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are an additional
US$2,100 and subject to change

meet

INVITING

56-Day Grand Mediterranean Voyage
Roundtrip Fort Lauderdale
ms Prinsendam

3/11/17

Interior CAT M from

$7,999
*Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are an additional
US$840 and subject to change

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to
book your cruise today!
• Dedicated host
• Welcome onboard reception
• Shore events or choice of other benefits

*Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are
included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from US$840 to US$2,100. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom
categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland
America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Greater Good

FAR-SITED

Crafting a global story, one heritage at a time.

I

T’S SUNSET IN NORTHERN BOTSWANA, AND THE TSODILO

Hills glow in a sequence of orange and crimson that lends credence to the name given to the area by the San people, which
means “copper bracelet of the evening.” Travelers come to
this remote corner of the Kalahari Desert to admire ancient huntergatherer artwork on weathered outcrops depicting antelopes, rhinos, and other species.
“This is a sacred site, filled with San creation myths,” explains
Lopang Tatlhego, an archaeology curator for Botswana National Museum & Monuments. “Like, long ago, when the animals could talk, the
giraffe and eland were always the smartest. That’s why these animals
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are so respected to this day.” Such knowledge,
On the list: Dom
passed down through centuries of oral tradition,
Pérignon’s home
together with the rock art, led to Tsodilo’s desigin Hautvillers.
nation as Botswana’s first UNESCO World Heritage site in 2001. (The country’s only other inclusion, the Okavango
Delta, became the list’s thousandth entry in 2014).
The UNESCO distinction can be a blessing or a curse – sometimes
both. Created nearly 40 years ago by the United Nations organization
responsible for education, science, and culture, the World Heritage
label has grown into a powerful marketing tool. But some celebrated
locations, such as Cambodia’s Angkor temples, have transformed

PHOTONONSTOP/ALAMY

BY COSTAS CHRIST

A City in the Heart of Nature

VANCOUVER & VICTORIA GETAWAY
Presented by Classic Vacations
2 nights Vancouver • 1 night Victoria
Available through April 30, 2016
Stay in style in the “castle in the city” at the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver
(Gold room with daily breakfast) and explore the heart of Vancouver at
your own pace with a hop-on, hop-off tour. Then hop over to Vancouver
Island and the charming provincial capital, Victoria, for a relaxed stay in
the luxurious The Fairmont Empress.
Virtuoso rates from $379 per person

VANCOUVER NATURE & CUISINE MINI PACKAGE
Presented by Discover Holidays
4 nights Vancouver • Available through April 30, 2016
Get a fresh perspective on what it means to visit a city: immerse yourself
in nature with a private tour of the North Shore Mountains; indulge
in a culinary market tour of Granville Island; or shop in colorful
neighborhoods like on-trend Gastown. Shangri-La Hotel Vancouver will
be your home base for four-nights with daily breakfast. Roundtrip airport
transfers and CAD 50 spa credit are included.
Virtuoso rates from $1,264 per person

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor to book.
CONDITIONS APPLY. CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND
TO BOOK YOUR INDIVIDUAL VACATION. OFFERS ARE BASED UPON AVAILABILITY AT TIME OF
BOOKING AND VALID FOR STAYS THROUGH APRIL 2016. BLACKOUT DATES AND RESTRICTIONS
MAY APPLY.

Greater Good
Great Barrier Reef faces at this
year’s annual meeting. That’s
exactly what happened with the
Galápagos, among the World
Heritage’s first listings in 1978.
By 2007, mismanagement of
invasive species, tourism development, and illegal fishing had
landed the islands on UNESCO’s
bad side. The process worked:
Ecuador’s leaders took action to
enforce conservation regulations
and better manage the size and
number of cruise ships in the islands. Three years later the Galápagos were removed from the “danger” list.
UNESCO recently added 24 new sites – all
but one for cultural significance. The San Antonio Missions in Texas, Singapore’s Botanic
Gardens, the ruins of Ephesus, and Champagne’s vineyards, cellars, and houses joined
one of the world’s most exclusive clubs,
bringing the total to 802 cultural, 197 natural, and 32 mixed World Heritage listings in
163 countries.
At our camp beneath Tsodilo’s windswept cliffs, Tatlhego looks up from the
fire. “It’s good that the world wants to protect this special place,” he says. “It’s our
story, and the ancestors would be happy
it’s still being told.” From a World Heritage
standpoint, it’s a chapter of our story – one
of 1,000-plus (and counting) worth passing on to generations to come.

New addition: The Great
Theater of Ephesus dates
to the third century bc.
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CULTURAL CALLINGS
Bubbly, blossoms, and builders: Who says UNESCO has a type?
Discover why Champagne and Burgundy
both earned spots
on the latest World
Heritage list during
nine days in France
with Globus. Travelers on the Paris-toMarseille journey
spend nights in Metz,
Colmar, Mâcon, and
Avignon, and take
in three additional
UNESCO sites en
route. Departures:
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Multiple dates, April
16 through September 17; from $1,781.
Virtuoso’s on-site
connection in
Singapore leads
guided tours of
the city’s 128-acre
Botanic Gardens.
The half-day outing
includes an exclusive
meeting with an orchid breeder before
moving on to one

of the city’s newest
highlights, Gardens
by the Bay’s Flower
and Cloud domes.
Departures: Any day
through 2016; from
$997 for two.
Several UNESCO
listings feature on
Turkey at Its Best’s
privately guided trip.
Explore Istanbul’s
historic sites, Cappadocia’s Göreme

National Park (with
accommodations
in a cave hotel),
and Ephesus (the
country’s newest
designation) during
the ten-day itinerary,
which can be extended or customized for
time in Troy or any
of Turkey’s other 15
World Heritage sites.
Departures: Any day
through 2016; from
$4,700.

MIGUEL CARMINATI/ARGENTINA/GETTY IMAGES
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into mass-tourism enclaves filled with charter buses and crowds trailing behind guides
toting megaphones. Perhaps the most dramatic instance of the well-intentioned World
Heritage designation gone awry comes from
the small town of Iwami in Japan, home to
the Ginzan silver mine that flourished in the
1600s. After it received World Heritage status
in 2007, visitation jumped to nearly a million
tourists in the first year alone. A subsequent
news story on the impacts describes how a
90-year-old resident unexpectedly found
three travelers relaxing on his sofa.
Such popularity, however, creates a strong
case for sustainable tourism. While UNESCO
entrusts individual countries to manage
their respective sites, it can raise the specter
of “World Heritage in Danger” designation if
a country proves a poor steward – a risk the

A trip with Swain Destinations is more than just a
vacation - it is a total travel experience. From action
packed adventures, to leisurely getaways, your
itinerary is carefully crafted to fulfill all of your travel
dreams. Enjoy the highest level of care and service as
you embrace authentic excursions while exploring the
world’s most fascinating one-of-a-kind destinations.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and
start planning your adventure today.

Lion Sands Tinyeleti Treehouse

africa

australia

new zealand

south pacific islands

asia

Dossier

The Good Life
Alice Tourbier – co-owner of
Bordeaux hotel Les Sources de
Caudalie – loves antique furniture,
Florentine pizza, and French wine.

1

and exceptional service.
You decorated all of your
hotel’s 61 rooms, including
12 new suites. What’s your
design philosophy? I con-

sider design a way to magnify
the beautiful views of our
vineyards, lake, and garden.
The rooms (1) are furnished
with a mix of antique furniture and shabby-chic pieces
that I’ve had repaired. I like
giving them a second life.

4

2

3
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friends in Bordeaux to include on my list, but drinking
a special vintage from the
Médoc region is like plunging
into history. I always think
about what life was like at the
time it was first aged.
Somewhere new you’d like
to visit in 2016? I’ve never

been to Australia and look
very much forward to visiting
this year.

Favorite weekend getaway
in France? I was born near

Your sister, Mathilde, founded
the Caudalie beauty line,
which uses grape-seed oil
from your family’s estate. Do
you have a favorite product?

the French Alps and love to
ski. My husband, Jérôme,
and I rent out our chalet at
Méribel resort (2) and we
invite friends there whenever
it’s not being used.

Her Eau de Beauté elixir
(3) is a miracle product. It
was inspired by a Hungarian queen who was known
for her beauty and youthful
appearance.

Besides your family’s own
Château Smith Haut Lafitte
estate, where the hotel is
located, what are a few of
your favorite wineries in
Bordeaux? I have too many

What’s your favorite city
to visit? Florence (4). I love

walking everywhere and
eating pasta and pizza. But
after a few days, I am happy to
return to my French wines.

“In Bordeaux, most locals have an
uncle who makes great wine or a
grandmother who produces foie gras.
People live well.”

(ALICE TOURBIER) PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI, GROOMING BY SONG LOPEZ,
(FLORENCE) JULIEANNEBIRCH/ISTOCK, (MÉRIBEL) DELPIXEL/SHUTTERSTOCK

What’s your definition of luxury? Authenticity, well-being,

L ib ertad

y O rd e n

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PARIS TO NORMANDY’S LANDING BEACHES
With stateroom beds that smartly face the view, Avalon Waterways is your window on Europe, from
Paris to Normandy’s landing beaches and back again to the City of Light. For seven wonder-filled nights,
you’ll discover quaint and charming towns along the Seine, sail to Vernon for a choice of guided visits to
Claude Monet’s gardens at Giverny or magnificent Bizy Castle, then continue to Les Andelys to tour the
Château Gaillard, built by England’s King Richard the Lionheart in 1196. Once in Caudebec, guests are
given the option to tour the poignant Normandy landing beaches or indulge in a “Taste of Normandy”
excursion. Additional highlights include Joan of Arc’s historic Rouen, Vincent van Gogh’s Auvers-surOise, Napoleon and Josephine’s elegant Château de Malmaison, and the Arc de Triomphe and Eiffel
Tower in Paris, of course.
And true, Avalon staterooms have been specially designed with the guests’ point of view in mind—beds
face the windows and the incredible sights for which river cruises are famous. Huge floor-to-ceiling
windows frame the awe-inspiring landscapes you’ll encounter each day.
Virtuoso fares from $2,849 per person, cruise only. Departs from Paris on October 22, 2016. Receive prepaid gratuities
on select 2016 Avalon Europe river cruises.

SICILY ON SALE
Save $250 per person when you choose to discover Sicily with Travcoa, either as a privately guided
journey or with a small group. With exceptional accommodations and an expert guide and driver
throughout your stay, you’ll delve into this majestic island, adorned with a towering volcano and a
charming blend of North African, Arab, and Mediterranean cultures. Greeks, Romans, and all who have
stepped on its shores are forever enticed by its magic.
Virtuoso rates from $6,795 per person. Book by February 29, 2016. Must travel between March 1 and
October 31, 2016.

EVERY 3RD NIGHT FREE IN TURKS & CAICOS
We’ll let you in on a little secret—The Palms Turks and Caicos, one of the world’s most sought-after
resorts, on beautiful Grace Bay Beach, offering decadent suites featuring full kitchens, a serpentine
infinity pool and a newly launched spa menu. When you book today, every third night of your stay is free.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available January 4-February 12, 2016, and April 8-December 19,
2016. Book by February 1, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 resort credit, breakfast daily, Wi-Fi,
and more.

FIND YOUR SANCTUARY IN PARADISE, 4TH NIGHT FREE
Experience a higher level of fun, laughter, and glorious renewal in a lush, serene desert setting. Unwind
in one of Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Resort & Spa’s newly remodeled casitas with stunning
mountain views—your fourth night is free! Refresh with Asian-inspired spa specialties, and savor
culinary delights at Elements. Indulge in Scottsdale’s famous shopping, golf, and beautiful weather.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until May 31, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; a spa treatment; and more.

SCOTTISH COUNTRYSIDE RETREAT
Squarely earning its title as “The Palace in the Glen,” The Gleneagles Hotel is an active traveler’s dream,
with three championship golf courses, outdoor tennis courts, jogging and cycling trails, shooting, fishing,
falconry, off-road driving, and horseback riding. Inside, a glorious spa awaits. Close to Glasgow and
Edinburgh, the hotel gives you more time to enjoy activities. Upgrade available at the time of booking.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2016. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; one afternoon tea for two; a round of golf; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
CRUISING GREECE & THE ADRIATIC
When it comes to innovative cruising, Royal Caribbean® is at the top of their game, with the most
exciting destinations, best personalized experiences, and ships that push the limits of your imagination.
Set sail for Greece and the Adriatic next summer aboard Rhapsody of the Seas® and you’ll join
the legions who have earned the cruise vacation they deserve, where anything is possible. During days at
sea, try rock climbing walls, specialty restaurants, and more, or relax with a massage in the spa (or in
your stateroom).
Enjoy Broadway-style entertainment or an outdoor movie under the stars. In port, from Venice to
Santorini to Kotor, take in the sights and flavors of classic Mediterranean jewels, expanding your
horizons with each step. Sample a traditional Montenegro meal and the famous wines in Kotor. Go on
an expertly guided shore excursion to the Acropolis in Athens. Hike to the top of Corfu’s Mount
Pantokrator for the perfect view of the island’s lush landscape. With Royal Caribbean®, it’s about
collecting memories, rather than simply playing the part of a tourist. Let your next cruise be the most
incredible yet.
Virtuoso fares from $2,769 per person. Rhapsody of the Seas® departs Venice on July 15, 2016; book by
February 15, 2016.

EXPLORE GREENLAND’S REMOTE EAST COAST
As remote and rugged as Greenland’s East Coast may be, you’ll be ensconced in comfort at Natural
Habitat Adventures’ deluxe expedition camp near the edge of the Greenland ice sheet. Summer here
is glorious, with wildflowers dotting the tundra, whales breaching in the distance, and icebergs glittering
in the golden rays of a lingering sunset.
Virtuoso rates from $9,995 per person for nine days. Includes accommodations, most meals, excursions, and a $100
gear gift card if booked by January 31, 2016.

CHILE & ARGENTINA, A PATAGONIAN ODYSSEY
Those with an adventurous spirit are in for a treat with this ten-night journey into the wilderness of
Patagonia in the lap of luxury with Latour, The Isramworld Portfolio of Brands. Highlighting the culture
and natural splendor of Chile and Argentina, from Santiago to Buenos Aires to Torres del Paine National
Park, the tour includes stays at upscale lodges, touring and sightseeing with a private guide, VIP dining,
and more.
Virtuoso rates from $3,322 per person. Book by February 29, 2016, for a $400 savings per couple.

UPGRADE YOUR SEYCHELLES VILLA VACATION
If you’re seeking a destination both far-flung and lavish, jet off to Raffles Praslin, Seychelles,
where your Virtuoso travel advisor can arrange for a guaranteed villa upgrade. The island of Praslin is
home to UNESCO World Heritage site Vallée de Mai and Anse Lazio, rated as one of the world’s
best beaches.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 31, 2016; book by February 29, 2016.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 dining or spa credit, breakfast daily, Wi-Fi access, and more.

WINE, CHEESE & ROMANCE ON THE LEFT BANK
Tucked cozily behind an 18th-century facade on the Left Bank of Paris, Esprit Saint Germain feels like
a delightful private residence. Virtuoso guests are offered wine and French cheeses served at a moment
of their choosing, either in the privacy of their room or in the lobby bar, where complimentary
Champagne, wines, and spirits flow freely.
Virtuoso rates from EUR 329 (approx. $348) per room, per night in a Classic room. Available until March 31, 2016.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include breakfast daily, complimentary minibar, a departure gift, and more.

Souvenir
EVIL EYE
pillow gift from
Four Seasons

TEK BAHÇE OLIVE OIL
nargourmet.com

CERAMIC BOWLS
iznikclassics.com

TURKISH DELIGHT
assorted confectionery

ISTANBUL

DRIED FIGS
from the Spice Bazaar

Tangible reminders of the
many joys of travel.

14 8

V I RT U O S O L I F E

HAND-KNOTTED CARPET
puntocarpet.com

(PHOTOGRAHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL,
(STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

In some small way, these mementoes
connect me to this city recently attacked
by terrorists, and recall the friendly guides,
hotel staff, and shopkeepers I met during a
recent stay there. I’ll never forget checking into the Four Seasons Hotel Istanbul
at the Bosphorus and stepping out to my
suite’s terrace (one of only four at the hotel) to take in the view. As dusk cloaked the
minaret-dotted skyline and lights twinkled
on the strait, the sound of ezan, the Islamic
call to prayer, filled the air – a spiritual welcome to an ancient city that straddles two
continents, and a reminder that boundaries divide, but travel unites.
– Elaine Srnka, editorial director

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

.............. 2014....................... 2015....................... 2016....................... 2017....................... 2018................

Virtuoso

®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE .
®

Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso travel advisor ensures
your RETURN on LIFE . From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your
®

travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel advisor, and are interested in learning more about
the advantages of being a Virtuoso traveler, please visit virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY AND WELL-TRAVELED NEW YEAR!
Whether you already know where you want to go, or are looking
for inspiration, a Virtuoso travel advisor will work with you to
design extraordinary, customized experiences that include
upgrades, private access, and added touches and amenities.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

