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SAIL INTO 2020
Indulge in the urge to escape to parts unknown to relax
after summer’s excitement. Take advantage of Virtuoso
travel advisors’ global network to discover the next hot
on-the-water destination – sail through Indonesia’s remote
Raja Ampat islands, hop aboard Virgin Voyages’ new ship, or
cruise the Mediterranean. Advisors also know how to deepen
your connection to familiar destinations, with bespoke tours,
private villa stays, and exclusive local experiences.
Meet a Virtuoso travel advisor, based on your preferences,
on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.
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Editor’s Note

Field Research

O

UR MISSION AT THIS MAGAZINE IS

to inspire you to travel, Virtuosostyle. That means showcasing the
benefits of working with a Virtuoso
travel advisor, who can create expertly planned
itineraries tailored to your interests. We feature
the best hotels, cruise ships, and destination
experiences, all with insider access, perks, and
extras you can’t get on your own.
We editors talk to Virtuoso advisors about
where travellers want to go next, from eternal
favourites (Italy, France) to more secluded
spots (Raja Ampat, this issue’s cover subject).
We stay in touch with our curated network
of hotels, tour operators, cruise lines, and air
partners to learn the latest news, and dispatch
writers and photographers around the globe in
order to publish their first-hand accounts. And
(don’t cry for us!) we occasionally venture out
on assignment ourselves.
When a travel opportunity arises, we often
know just who’d make the perfect reporter for
that trip. Just about anyone on our foodie staff
is thrilled to cover a culinary assignment; there
are several candidates for spa and wellness retreats; nature photography tours have their fans
too. Senior editor Justin Paul is our resident
adventurer at all altitudes, from heli-skiing in
Canada to diving in the Maldives and, recently,
Indonesia, where he ventured to the islands of

Raja Ampat. Read about his stay aboard Aqua
Expeditions’ sleek new yacht on page 48.
Elsewhere in the magazine, which focuses
on all things water, you’ll find details on Virgin
Voyages’ new Scarlet Lady, the line’s first ship
(page 21), and a cruiser’s guide to a day in
Mallorca (page 28).
Whether we’re at our desks or exploring a
new favourite destination, our staff relishes
the opportunity to keep you inspired and in
the know. By land, water, or air, we hope you
enjoy where Virtuoso Life takes you.

KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT
esrnka@virtuoso.com
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THE BEST WAY TO SEE

ALASKA
AT IT’S BEST WITH THE BEST

College Fjord
Harriman Fjord

SEWARD

Glacier Bay

Glacier Bay

Inian Islands

Icy Strait Point
Gulf of
Alaska

Vancouver to Seward (Anchorage)
28 Aug 2020

Haines
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau
Ketchikan

Tracy Arm/
Endicott Arm

Wrangell
Rudyerd Bay

VANCOUVER

Misty Fjords

Pacific
Ocean

10-DAY GLACIER BAY
SOJOURN

Gulf of
Alaska

Pacific
Ocean

San Francisco
Monterey
Santa Barbara
LOS ANGELES

VANCOUVER

From

$7,999*

pp

twin share

12-DAY GLACIER BAY &
PACIFIC COAST
Vancouver to Los Angeles
2 Oct 2020

From

$7,599*

pp

twin share

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the
World’s Finest Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line™. Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages
amenities including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Experience.
*All fares are in Australian dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Fares are current as of 17 Jan 2020. Some suite categories
may not be available. Fares are not combinable with any other oﬀer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without notice. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are included.
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2020 Seabourn SE160.2
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destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and
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The heart of Sicily
and the soul of Palermo
VILLA IGIEA, PALERMO, SICILY. OPENING 2020.

RO C C O FORTE HOTELS
HOTEL DE ROME BERLIN HOTEL AMIGO BRUSSELS
THE BALMORAL EDINBURGH HOTEL SAVOY FLORENCE VILLA KENNEDY FRANKFURT BROWN’S HOTEL LONDON
THE CHARLES HOTEL MUNICH MASSERIA TORRE MAIZZA PUGLIA HOTEL DE LA VILLE ROME
HOTEL DE RUSSIE ROME ROCCO FORTE HOUSE ROME VERDURA RESORT SICILY HOTEL ASTORIA ST PETERSBURG
FUTURE OPENINGS: VILLA IGIEA PALERMO
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Polar bear, Svalbard Northern Region, Norway

REMOTE AND FASCINATING — EXPLORE TRULY UNTOUCHED WILDERNESSES WITH SILVERSEA EXPEDITIONS.
An expedition with Silversea luxury cruises is unlike any other form of travel – thrilling, awe-inspiring and humbling all at the same time.
Experience beauty in the extreme with the incredible ice landscapes and abundant wildlife of the Arctic or the stunning volcanic terrain and spectacular populations of seabirds,
whales and walruses in the Russian Far East. We invite you to explore some of the most remote regions of the planet in true whispered luxury, with Economy Class Air or reduced
Business Class Air upgrades, international transfers and luggage handling included on select voyages as well as gratuities, Wi-Fi, beverages, daily Zodiac excursions and more.
Our intimate expedition ships will take you to the furthest corners of the earth in supreme comfort, enabling you to enjoy a uniquely immersive experience, to expand
your global perspective and prompt you to re-evaluate what really matters.
Terms & Conditions apply. Promotions and inclusions subject to change and withdrawal. See Silversea.com/terms-and-conditions for more information.

ADVENTURE BEGINS
AT THE EDGE OF THE WORLD
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER TO THE UNTAMED BEAUTY
OF THE ARCTIC AND RUSSIAN FAR EAST

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS WHEN YOU BOOK
THROUGH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

The Virtuoso Life

DISPATCHES FROM VIRTUOSO INSIDERS

Just Back from
Antarctica
The icy waters of Antarctica
and (left) Smethurst with
some feathered friends.

Antarctica with a heightened awareness
of how special our planet is.

ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL I would recommend Ponant

Perth-based agency executive Philip
Smethurst recently celebrated a milestone
birthday with an 11-day Ponant expedition
to Antarctica aboard the 264-passenger
L’Austral. Here, he shares his highlights.

WHY GO Antarctica is a true once-in-a-lifetime
experience. There was a highlight every day,
whether it was sailing by glaciers or a huge
iceberg, the chance to get close to whales
or penguins on a Zodiac excursion, or
just taking in the pure silence. You leave

for any age group. Getting on and off Zod-i
acs is a lot easier than one might think: If
you’re able to get in and out of a car, the
Zodiacs will be no problem. And, of course,
the crew is always there to assist you.

GET THAT GEAR Ponant provides an excellent
brand-new parka for all guests (which
is yours to take home, after the cruise),
as well as boots to borrow on board, so
you can leave bulky items at home. Pack
thermals, waterproof pants, ski gloves,
a scarf, and a beanie. Inside the ship, the
temperature is comfortable and warm,
so you can easily wear lighter attire.

GIFT STOP We stopped at Port Lockroy, a
British base in Antarctica, for a keyring,
stamps, souvenirs, and the chance
to send a postcard home. Disclaimer:
Don’t expect a bargain here.
COMFORT FOOD Ponant, being a French line,
takes cuisine seriously. I couldn’t get
enough of the bread (all made using
French flour, of course).

EXTENDING THE FUN Pre-cruise, we had a
fabulous few days in Buenos Aires,
and after, a few equally fabulous days
exploring the beautiful Uco Valley in
Argentina’s Mendoza wine region. We
stayed at The Vines Resort & Spa,
where we had a spacious villa with a
lovely view.

NEED TO KNOW

Coffee, Hold the Waste
Air New Zealand recently introduced edible cups to hold the more than 8 million servings of coffee the airline pours each year. The cups –
made by the company Twiice, using flour, sugar, egg, and vanilla – reportedly taste like biscotti. One caveat: They’re not gluten free.

ASK THE ADVISORS

“Greece seems to be making a resurgence,
but passengers are searching for destinations with fewer crowds. The smaller
luxury cruise lines are now visiting small
Greek islands such as Sami, Pylos, and
Milos, where you can simply enjoy the
food, beaches, and warm hospitality.”
– Gina Maitland, Perth
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“What could be more exciting than
experiencing a blackout while on
the white continent? Silversea is
offering three solar eclipse voyages
during which passengers will experience this incredible phenomenon
on 4 December 2021.”
– Helen Clark, Melbourne

“I’m always excited about new
destinations. The Russian Far East
has always been a favourite of mine
due to its remoteness, the dramatic
scenery, and the wildlife you see in
this area. There are now cruises that
really explore this area.”
– Karen Robinson, Avalon

PHILIP SMETHURST

“What up-and-coming cruise destination or itinerary are you excited about?”

Experience world-class luxury in the Great Barrier Reef
Located on the secluded northern-most tip of Hamilton Island, qualia is a unique expression of world-class luxury and the
perfect vantage point for exploring all the Whitsundays has to offer. Cruise to the pure white sands of Whitehaven Beach, take
a breathtaking scenic flight over one of the natural wonders of the world, or explore the diversity of the Great Barrier Reef’s
marine life with a snorkeling or diving experience. qualia has a variety of Signature Experiences designed to help you make the
most of your stay in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef.
Book now and start your qualia experience with the Retreat Package, inclusive of one complimentary night of accommodation.
Indulge in four nights’ accommodation from $4,200 AUD per person, twin share* with à la carte breakfast daily.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

*Rate is based on the package price per person, twin share, staying in a Leeward
Pavilion, for travel until 31 August 2020. Blackout dates and conditions apply.

PASSPORT

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

SANDRA RACCANELLO/ESTOCK PHOTO

Yoshitomo Nara’s
Fountain of Life.

Childlike Wonder
Yoshitomo Nara’s pop art drawings of big-eyed children, blissed-out pets, and the odd menacing character or two inhabit worlds
inspired by music and travel. Opening 5 April, a new retrospective at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art re-creates the Japanese
artist’s studio with 33 years’ worth of his most popular works and sketches that have never been displayed – as well as Miss Forest, an
eight-metre-tall painted bronze sculpture installed on Wilshire Boulevard. Yoshitomo Nara runs through 2 August before heading to Shanghai’s Yuz Museum and then the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao. lacma.org.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY ELAINE GLUSAC
MARCH | APRIL 2020
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ART & CULTURE

Watercolours
Calling dive-certified docents: This year, the new Museum of
Underwater Art will debut two sites with sculptures by Jason
deCaires Taylor, renowned for his submarine museums off the
coasts of Grenada, the Yucatán Peninsula, and the Canary Islands.
Like those underwater galleries, the North Queensland museum
spreads a marine conservation message and highlights the effects
of pollution and climate change. The new museum’s Ocean Siren rises from the water beside Townsville’s pier, changing colour based
on ocean temperatures. Underwater at John Brewer Reef, Coral
Greenhouse mimics a lab staffed by 20 child scientists tending to
coral gardens. Both installations, as well as two more in the works,
support reef restoration research and the introduction of naturally
growing corals. moua.com.au.

HOT ON THE SCENE

Two ambitious new museums further Miami’s art cred.

The Museum of Graffiti, a Wynwood newcomer, traces the development of graffiti and street art as documented by museum cofounder
and lead curator Alan Ket, who is also an artist, collector, and historian. Starting with 1970s NYC subway tags, the museum traces the
explosion of murals and mixed-media wall art with more than 200
works along with two interior and 14 outdoor murals that convey the
art form’s energy and rebelliousness. museumofgraffiti.com.
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Clockwise from top: Ocean Siren, Amoako Boafo’s
Hudson in a Baby Blue Suit, and a mural by Ticoe.

(OCEAN SIREN) JASON DECAIRES TAYLOR, (HUDSON IN A BABY BLUE SUIT) RUBELL MUSEUM, (MURAL) TICOE/CECE FEINBERG

Once a pioneering institution in Miami’s mural-centric Wynwood
district, the former Rubell Family Collection has more than doubled
in size with its move to the emerging Allapattah neighbourhood,
a little over a kilometre closer to downtown. Renamed the Rubell
Museum, the new campus consists of six industrial buildings transformed into a space housing 40 galleries, including Infinity Mirrored
Room –Let’s Survive Forever by Yayoi Kusama, works by artist-inresidence Amoako Boafo, and a space devoted to pieces by Jeff
Koons. rubellmuseum.org.

barefoot luxury meets
intimate ambiance.

Find yourself on the shores where time stands still.
— Gil i La n ka nf us h i , Ma ldi ves —

Y OUR

NEXT HOLIDAY AWAITS WITH I SLAND

D ESTINATIONS

AND YOUR

V IRTUOSO T RAVEL A DVISOR

#TravelAdvisorsMakeItHappen
S O U T H E A S T A S I A • M I D D L E E A S T • M A L D I V E S • M A U R I T I U S • S E Y C H E L L E S • S R I L A N K A • H A W A I ' I • F I J I • F R E N C H P O LY N E S I A
CENTRAL AMERICA • MEXICO • BERMUDA • BAHAMAS • CARIBBEAN • VILLAS

Post-departure insurance is included on every trip, provided by ID
© 2020 Island Destinations. All rights reserved. ® Island Destinations, The Authority for Luxury Travel, are registered trademarks.
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GOODS TO GO

Bundle of Fun
Sydney-based lifestyle label Sunnylife has a curated list
of goods that add a little more fun to travelling as a kid (or
with one). Road trip and travel accessories range from
daisy-inspired sunglasses and neoprene crocodile back-

packs to a multitude of games. The Malibu Travel 4 in 1
kit includes a set of playing cards, pick-up sticks, multiple
dice, and dominoes – a tempting enticement to put down
the tablets or phones to play IRL. Sunnylife.com.au.

BUILD ME UP
WelleCo’s recently released immunity-support powder,
The Super Booster, can be added to water, smoothies, or
other foods, for a hit of vitamin C from acerola fruit and
antioxidant-rich Kakadu plums. It comes in a pack of 14 slim,
easily packable pouches for journeys of any length. Founded by
Elle Macpherson, WelleCo also offers an assortment of protein
powders, teas, body cleansers, and more. Welleco.com.au.

PLANE TALK

SLEEP WELL, EAT RIGHT: First- and business-class passengers on Cathay Pacific Airways’ long hauls now
arrive at their destinations more rested and better fed thanks to new amenities, including sustainably
sourced cotton bedding from UK brand Bamford. New, lighter wellness-menu options in first class include
cold-pressed juices, superfood bowls, and a plant-based pork alternative, OmniPork, which has 86 per cent
less saturated fat than the real thing.
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of luxury, travel & discovery in 2020

The All-Inclusive

CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE
30th Anniversary Collection
INCLUDES

30TH ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION
OF ALL-INCLUSIVE SAILINGS
July 24, 2020, marks Crystal’s 30th Anniversary of
award-winning personal luxury, and we’re inviting you
to celebrate with us throughout the year with exclusive
anniversary savings of 2% on a collection of all-inclusive
worldwide voyages. Travel aboard our fleet of spaciously
elegant ships — by Ocean to see UNESCO wonders from

BOOK NOW SAVINGS plus EXCLUSIVE
ANNIVERSARY SAVINGS of 2%*
EARN 1 QANTAS POINT for every $1 spent†
OPEN BARS & LOUNGES with complimentary select
fine wines, champagnes, spirits & specialty coffees
MICHELIN-INSPIRED CUISINE^ in multiple dining
venues plus 24-hour in-suite dining
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT

the Mediterranean to Asia; by River to discover Europe’s

COMPLIMENTARY, UNLIMITED WI-FI

legendary Danube and Rhine; by Yacht to navigate

PRE-PAID GRATUITIES

iconic harbours in the Seychelles, Arabia and beyond;

EXCLUSIVE SHIPBOARD EVENTS

and by Expedition to explore Indonesia and the Great
Barrier Reef.
In addition, every voyage in our 30th Anniversary
Collection features special shipboard events, celebratory
gifts and Crystal’s 30th Anniversary Cookbook.
Make your plans now, in our extraordinary 30th year
of cruising, to join Crystal — Where Luxury is Personal.

COMMEMORATIVE LUGGAGE TAGS
COMPLIMENTARY CRYSTAL COOKBOOK
COMMEMORATIVE WINE STOPPER
BOOK NOW SAVINGS VALID THROUGH
30 APRIL, 2020

3�th ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION
Crystal is celebrating 30 years of award-winning personal luxury in 2020 with
limited-time Book Now Savings and exclusive anniversary savings on a collection
of worldwide voyages. Travel by Ocean, River, Yacht and Expedition to enjoy
special shipboard events, commemorative gifts and more!

FEATURED 2020 SAILINGS
2020 | OCEAN
DATE

REGION

FROM / TO

SHIP

Jul 14

NIGHTS

11

Northern Europe

Stockholm to London (Dover)

Crystal Symphony

Jul 19

12

Mediterranean

Venice to Rome (Civitaveccia)

Crystal Serenity

Jul 31

9

Mediterranean

Rome (Civitaveccia) to Barcelona

Crystal Serenity

Aug 9

7

Mediterranean

Barcelona to Monte Carlo

Crystal Serenity

Oct 6

8

New England & Canada

New York City to Québec City

Crystal Serenity

Oct 14

8

New England & Canada

Québec City to New York City

Crystal Serenity

Oct 23

16

Mediterranean

Athens to Dubai

Crystal Symphony

Nov 8

13

Middle East & India

Dubai to Mumbai

Crystal Symphony

Nov 12

9

Caribbean

Miami Roundtrip

Crystal Serenity

Nov 21

11

Caribbean

Miami Roundtrip

Crystal Serenity

Nov 21

16

Asia

Mumbai to Singapore

Crystal Symphony

Dec 7

15

Asia

Singapore to Hong Kong

Crystal Symphony

Dec 9

7

Caribbean

Miami to San Juan

Crystal Serenity

2020 | RIVER
DATE

Dec 5

NIGHTS

10

REGION

FROM / TO

SHIP

Rhine River

Basel to Amsterdam

Crystal Bach

2020 | YACHT
DATE

Dec 23

NIGHTS

11

REGION

FROM / TO

SHIP

Arabian Peninsula

Dubai Roundtrip

Crystal Esprit

2020 | EXPEDITION
DATE

Oct 15

NIGHTS

16

REGION

FROM / TO

SHIP

South Pacific

Bali to Cairns

Crystal Endeavor

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES

CRYSTAL YACHT CRUISES

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK AND ASK
ABOUT EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Book Now Savings vary by departure, on select voyages and must be booked by 30 April, 2020. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to
first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled and subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Other restrictions apply. Ask
for details. †You must be a Qantas Frequent Flyer member to earn Qantas Points. A joining fee may apply. If you are not a Qantas Frequent Flyer member, you can join at qantas.com/join.
Membership and Qantas Points are subject to the Qantas Frequent Flyer Terms and Conditions, available at qantas.com/terms. Qantas Frequent Flyer members can earn 1 Qantas Point per
$1 spent on cruise fare. Members must add a valid Qantas Frequent Flyer number and surname to their booking before the itinerary sailing date. Qantas Points will be credited to the Qantas
Frequent Flyer member’s account within 14 days of the itinerary sailing date. Cancelled bookings will not be eligible for this offer. Members must book with an Australian or New Zealand-based
travel professional. ^Aboard Crystal Serenity and Crystal Symphony, guests have the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and Nobu Matsuhisa’s sea-going
restaurant. Additional reservations including ”walk-in” visits are subject to a US$30 per person fee, subject to availability. Optional dining in the Vintage Room aboard all ships attracts an
additional fee. All itineraries, fares, programs and policies are subject to change. For complete terms and conditions and privacy policy, visit crystalcruises.com/legal. ©Crystal Cruises, LLC

Suite Talk

Light it up: Take in downtown
views from the terrace of
Edition’s Toranomon hotel.

NEW HOTEL

Tokyo Skyline

Edition’s glassy Toranomon property opens just in time for the Summer Olympics.
This year, celebrated Japanese architect Kengo Kuma makes his
mark on two high-profile buildings in the Tokyo skyline. One, the
new National Stadium, will serve as the epicentre of the 2020 Summer Olympics, which begin in July. The other, the 206-room Tokyo
Edition, Toranomon, features Kuma’s interior designs and debuts
30 June in the Toranomon district. The hotel is within walking distance of the restaurants and shops of the Roppongi district and
close to attractions such as Tokyo Tower and the Kabukiza Theatre.

All the glitz expected from hotelier Ian Schrager will fill the
space, which occupies the top six storeys of the sleek, 38-storey
high-rise. Guests can swim in the heated pool, work out at the
fitness centre, and get a massage in one of the spa’s six treatment rooms. Among its three restaurant and bar options, the
hotel will include a branch of Edition’s popular Punch Room, a
speakeasy-inspired bar that serves its namesake beverage in
silver bowls.
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Bon Voyage

Study Aboard

Curator insights
enrich a Louvre Abu
Dhabi visit on Ponant’s
new itinerary.

This year, Ponant grants travellers the ultimate
in artistic bragging rights: cruising to cultural
stops with world-renowned-museum directors.
The Louvre’s department heads and curators
worked with the cruise line to craft two new
itineraries, and some of them will join art lovers
on board to share their knowledge between
stops. In August, a ten-day cruise from Athens
to Venice aboard Le Lyrial takes 264 passengers to the fifth-century bc Acropolis of Athens
and the 1,700-year-old Diocletian’s Palace in
Split. Jannic Durand, director of the Louvre’s
Department of Decorative Arts, and Ludovic
Laugier, curator in the museum’s Department
of Greek, Etruscan, and Roman Antiquities, will
share their insights during onboard lectures.
On a nine-day cruise aboard the 184-passenger
Jacques Cartier, Yannick Lintz, curator and director of the Department of Islamic Art, guides
passengers with a series of lectures while cruising from Muscat to Dubai, punctuated by a stop
to view Islamic art in Doha and a visit to the new
Louvre Abu Dhabi museum, among other ports
of call. Athens departure: 14 August. Muscat
departure: 19 November.

Silversea Cruises’ new Antarctica fly-and-cruise combo speeds
passengers over the Drake Passage,
avoiding notoriously choppy waters
and shaving four days at sea off a
trip to the seventh continent. To
kick-start the ten-day adventure,
the company transports passengers
from Punta Arenas to Antarctica’s
King George Island in businessclass comfort on a private, 75-seat
BAE 146 jet. After arriving, travellers board the 144-passenger Silver
Explorer for Zodiac tours, hikes to
penguin and albatross colonies in
the South Shetland Islands, and iceberg spotting along the Antarctic
Sound. Departures: Multiple dates,
starting 11 December 2021.
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Hike in the South
Shetland Islands
during an Antarctic
Silversea cruise.

(LOUVRE ABU DHABI) KAROL KOZLOWSKI/GETTY IMAGES

Antarctica
in a Breeze

Rebel at sea:
Virgin Voyages’
Scarlet Lady
and (top) the
Razzle Dazzle
café entrance.

NEW SHIP

Rock the Boat
Virgin Voyages’ Scarlet Lady aims for an August launch.
With the planned debut of its
cruise line, Richard Branson’s
Virgin empire upholds the
irreverent attitude that has set
it apart since Virgin Records
signed the Sex Pistols in the
1970s. On the 2,770-passenger
Scarlet Lady, the first of Virgin
Voyages’ adults-only ships,
expect big-name DJ residencies, retro-futuristic suites
designed by Tom Dixon, and an
app that invites passengers to
shake their phones for a bottle
of Moët & Chandon Impérial.

On its Caribbean and, later,
Mediterranean voyages, the
line leaves time for travellers
to check out after-hours
scenes in port, thanks to
overnight stays and lateevening departures. On board,
fitness classes, all food, and
a selection of drinks are
included. Juice bars, guided
meditation, and outdoor yoga
provide a counterbalance
to the two-storey nightclub,
private karaoke rooms, and
the world’s first tattoo studio

at sea. To create many of the
ship’s 20-plus restaurants,
Virgin worked with the team
behind NYC’s Saxon + Parole,
a Bowery mainstay known
for its innovative cocktail
programme. Themes vary
from a Korean barbecue spot
to Razzle Dazzle, a veggiecentric café where drag
queens host brunch.
All rooms have modern
decor in a palette of reds and
blues, along with tech extras,
such as unlimited Wi-Fi and

adjustable mood lighting. Upgrading to a RockStar Suite
means a chance to mix drinks
from a personalised minibar,
listen to vinyl on the in-suite
record player, and hang out
in a handwoven hammock on
the terrace. Scarlet Lady’s
inaugural voyage takes cruisers round-trip from Miami, with
stops at Puerto Plata, in the
Dominican Republic, and Bimini for a twilight bonfire party
at Virgin’s private beach club.
Inaugural departure: 7 August.
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City to Go

Sweet Roma
Tap into the Italian capital’s culinary legacy,
secret bars, and creative thrum.
BY LARA HALLOCK PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN WRIGHT
GO FOR First-time visitors

Clockwise from top left: A view over the Roman Forum, fresh-cut
bouquets at Campo de’ Fiori, Da Francesco’s handmade ravioli, and
plein air artist Giancarlino Benedetti Corcos outside his studio.
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have flocked to Rome for
centuries to toss coins in
the Trevi Fountain, picture
gladiators at the Colosseum, and walk the grounds
of Saint Peter’s Basilica.
But they come back for the
same things Romans adore–
the city’s dynamic tapestry
of hidden corners and
multifaceted people. The
key to going deeper in a city
full of layers: an expert on
the ground. Virtuoso travel
advisors can work with
on-site connection Access
Italy to organise behindthe-scenes experiences.
Yes, Access Italy can speed
travellers past Vatican
queues for a private moment of contemplation at
Saint Peter’s tomb. But the
company also sets up visits
to less-touristed neighbourhoods such as the Jewish
Ghetto, with its pedestrianonly streets; recommends
the best low-key pizza in a
city rife with choices (try
Da Francesco, Piazza del
Fico 29); and introduces

unforgettable locals on
studio tours, such as pop
artist Maurizio Savini, who
crafts every detail of his
sculptures out of chewing
gum, from long spines on
a pink porcupine to the
beard on a marble-coloured
Hemingway bust.

EAT Daily catches on
crushed ice greet diners
inside Pierluigi Restaurant
(Piazza de Ricci 144), which
focuses on Italian seafood,
including prawns, sea
urchins, and raw oysters.
When it comes to pairings,
the sommelier can suggest an obscure bottle or
big-name cuvée from the
selection of more than
1,500 labels.
In fall, the scent of truffles
from bowls of tagliolini
wafts through the outdoor
patio at Taverna Trilussa
(Via del Politeama 23/25).
Diners reserve tables
well in advance for the
restaurant’s traditional
pastas, but shouldn’t flip

TIP
“If you want to eat like the
locals, don’t miss Osteria
de Memmo, a rustic restaurant not far from Piazza
Navona. Try the spaghetti
all’Amatriciana, a dish that
originated in the owner’s
hometown of Amatrice.”
– Andrew De Angelis,
Virtuoso travel advisor

past the menu’s appetiser
section, a trove of fried
courgette blossoms, grilled
artichokes, and salumi.
After 200 years, there’s
still no sign to mark the
entrance of Pasticceria
Boccione  (Via del Portico
d’Ottavia 1). Instead, hungry travellers in the Jewish
Ghetto can follow their
noses to fresh-baked cakes
and ricotta-filled pastries
at this kosher bakery.

DRINK A good rooftop bar is
Clockwise from top
left: Espresso at Caffè
Perù, artist Maurizio
Savini, prawns at Pierluigi Restaurant, and
Fabriano Boutique.

hard to find in Rome, thanks
to city regulations that
restrict bar locations. A welcome exception: Terrazza
Borromini (Via di Santa
Maria dell’Anima 30), where
the panoramic patio stars
city views, cast in spritzcoloured sunsets.
Grab an espresso and
check out floor tiles painted
by local artist Giancarlino
Benedetti Corcos at holein-the-wall Caffè Perù  (Via
di Monserrato 46/47).
Opened in 2010 as the
first secret bar in Italy, the
Jerry Thomas Speakeasy
(Vicolo Cellini 30) quickly
snagged a spot on The
World’s 50 Best Bars list.
Despite its popularity,
this cocktail lounge skips
pretense in favour of cosy
couches, low ceilings, and
warm wood accents.

SHOP Moda Barberini (Via
Ludovisi 36) welcomes
shoppers to its private
studio by appointment to
try on samples of buttery
leather pants and be measured for custom jackets.
Independent vendors pack
the Campo de’ Fiori outdoor market (Piazza Campo
de’ Fiori), hawking everything from fresh flowers to
olive oil and local produce.
Pick up limited-edition
sketchbooks and international-award-winning
pens at Fabriano Boutique
(Via del Babuino 173), a
dreamland for editors and
stationery enthusiasts.
Plein air artist Giancarlino
Benedetti Corcos mounts
canvases outside his studio
(Via dei Cappellari 86) and
sweeps them with oils in wide
strokes, rich colours, and
minimalist shapes, sometimes incorporating a scrawl
of a single female figure, an
homage to his late wife.

STAY A short walk from the
Spanish Steps, Hotel Eden
Rome outfits its 98 airyrooms  
in gold and white. Visitors
linger in the reception lounge,
La Libreria, to order cart cocktails or slip into a bar hidden
behind a mirrored door.
Rosebushes and citrus trees
line the terraced gardens
of the 120-room Hotel de
Russie. Well-dressed locals
sip cocktails in the outdoor
courtyard of Stravinskij Bar,
whose menu has two pages
devoted to martinis.
A seventeenth-century
building that was once
home to the University of
Rome’s architecture school
houses the 30-room
J.K. Place Roma.
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13 DAYS | BUENOS AIRES – BUENOS AIRES

13 DAYS | TROMSØ – TROMSØ

From

$20,995pp

in Nordic Balcony stateroom

E X PLOR ERS’ LOU NGE

From

$19,195pp

NOR DIC BA LCON Y

in Nordic Balcony stateroom

FINSE TER R ACE

INTR ODUC ING V IK ING E XPEDITION S — JOU R NE YS C R OSS THE A RC TIC
A N D A NTA RC TIC . 2022 IN AUG U R A L S E A SON ON SA LE NOW.
Prices are per person, in Australian Dollars, based on double occupancy, subject to availability at time of printing. For full terms and conditions visit vikingcruises.com.au

POLAR EXPLOR ATION
the VIKING WAY
First, we invented modern river cruising.
Nex t, we redefined ocean cruising.
Now, we break the boundaries of expedition cruising.

ENJOY, IT’S A LL INCLUDED

THE H A NGA R & 12-SEATER R IB

T WO SIX-SEATER SUBM AR INE

• Nordic Balcony stateroom with floor-to-ceiling
views and king-size bed
• Complimentary onshore excursions; from two
six-seater yellow submarines to a fleet of military
pro zodiacs, enjoy a variety of ways to explore –
at no extra cost
• Enriching onboard expedition programs with the
world-class Viking Expedition Team and Viking
Resident Scientists
• Excursion gear, boots and expedition kit for you to
use on land and sea excursions
• Nordic spa facilities including sauna and
hydrotherapy pool
• All meals with a choice of six dining options, and
no extra charge for specialty dining
• Complimentary beverages; including wine, beer
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner
• Unlimited Wi-Fi
• 24-hour room service and complimentary coffee,
teas and bottled water
• A complimentary Viking Expedition Jacket for you
to keep (on polar itineraries)
• All onboard tipping and gratuities
• Internal flights, port charges and government taxes
• No credit-card surcharges

CONTAC T YOUR LOC AL V IR TUOSO TR AVEL ADVISOR TO BEGIN YOUR
V IK ING JOUR NE Y AND R EQUEST THE E XPEDITIONS BROCHUR E

Port of Call

Mad for Mallorca
If your cruise calls on the largest of Spain’s Balearic Islands, lucky you.
BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DÍS

Mallorcan moments, from left: A sunny scene in Palma de Mallorca, banderillas (skewered tapas) and
vermouth at La Chica de Santa Catalina, and Palma’s Cala Major Beach.

S

UNNY MALLORCA TICKS EVERY BOX FOR

a Mediterranean idyll. The island, located
about 240 kilometres off the coast of Barcelona, is known for its beautiful – and
bountiful – beaches, from rugged coves with
Caribbean-blue waters to long crescents of fine
sand lapped by crystalline waves. But for most
visitors, especially those arriving by cruise ship,
the first stop on the island is Palma de Mallorca,
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an ancient city founded by the Romans, where
the superyachts of Russian oligarchs and other
high rollers regularly drop anchor in the harbour.
At this popular cruise port, skirting the tourist
crowds is key, so embrace the easygoing island
attitude that favours long lunches and leisurely
strolls, and look to Catalan culture for respite
from the parasol-packed playa. Here’s how to
spend a day in this Balearic capital.

CHARTING A DELECTABLE NEW COURSE FOR DINING
A team of world-class chefs is inspiring exciting new dining experiences on our fleet from Pan
Asian flavours of Tamarind to luxurious dining at Pinnacle Grill. Onshore, enjoy exceptional optional
culinary excursions, in partnership with FOOD & WINE, that combine food, wine and culture.
-Day Greek Odyssey
Civitavecchia (Rome) to Venice
Nieuw Amsterdam | 1 Oct 2020
Bonus Pinnacle Grill and Canaletto
dinner for Verandah and suite
guests
VERANDAH FROM

$
per person*

-Day Mediterranean
Dream
Roundtrip Civitavecchia (Rome)
Nieuw Statendam | 5 Oct 2020
Bonus Pinnacle Grill and Canaletto
dinner for Verandah and suite
guests
VERANDAH FROM

$,
per person*

Contact your Virtuoso
Advisor for exclusive
Virtuoso Amenities

*
ALL PRICES ARE PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY AND INCLUDE TAXES, FEES & PORT EXPENSES and discounts. CRUISE OR ALASKA LAND+SEA JOURNEYS ONLY. Cruise fares listed are in
AUD. Cruise Fares based on promo QA. This promotion is non-cancellable, non-transferable and the deposit is non-refundable. Deposit cannot be transferred to any other offer or booking. Virtuoso
amenity offers are based on promo MW*, and is per person, based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. For applicable bookings made in verandah stateroom or suite on select
sailings in 2020 South America & Antarctica (departures 10-days or longer) the ﬁrst two guests in the stateroom will receive dinner for two in the Pinnacle Grill and dinner for two in Canaletto.
Dining reservations are subject to availability. If reservations are not possible an onboard credit will be provided to cover the cost of the dining. For applicable bookings made in verandah stateroom
or suites. Offer is available for new bookings only, is in U.S dollars, non-refundable, not-transferable for cash value, and expires at the end of that cruise. For more information about our stateroom
categories and suite descriptions, and to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America Line
brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modiﬁed or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands. .
HA242.2
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9 am

Get moving at La Molienda, the island’s first speciality coffee bar. Away
from the tourist trail on a leafy corner
of the residential Sant Jaume district,
take a seat at a sidewalk table outside
this welcoming café for a creamy almond-milk cappuccino or a pour-over
made with beans roasted at its second
location. Inside, choose from the fresh
pastries displayed on the counter – the
soft cinnamon buns are hard to resist –
or peruse the menu for something
more substantial, perhaps tomato toast
topped with poached eggs, or a slice of
grilled brioche dolloped with sheep’smilk yogurt and strawberry jam.

10 am
If you see only one sight while in Mallorca, make it the Catedral de Mallorca,
the Gothic cathedral known to locals
as La Seu. This majestic sandstone
landmark, high on a bluff above the
Mediterranean, also overlooks a large
artificial lake (which happens to be
the town’s top Instagram spot). To understand why this thirteenth-century
structure has earned the nickname
“the Cathedral of Light,” head inside
to bask in the glow of its 59 stainedglass windows, including a central
rose window illuminated by the morning sun. And don’t miss the altar with
its canopy designed by famed Catalan
modernist Antoni Gaudí, best known
for his masterwork, Barcelona’s Sagrada Família cathedral.

11 am

About town, clockwise from top left: A
cinammon bun and
coffee at La Molienda, the Catedral
de Mallorca, Bconnected, and fresh
picks at the Mercat
de Santa Catalina.
Opposite: Nouveau
tapas at El Camino.
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Stroll over to Santa Catalina, a bohemian neighbourhood of low-slung
cottages that once housed fishermen
and harbour workers. In recent years,
yoga studios, raw-food restaurants, laidback bars, and creative boutiques have
popped up here. Stop at Frida Watson
to browse the well-edited collection of
mid-century Scandinavian furniture
and ceramics. Explore the showroom
of Bconnected, featuring bold colours
and patterns, from silk ikat cushions to
citrus-print lampshades. Then visit the
produce vendors and gourmet shops
of the Mercat de Santa Catalina, a
sprawling indoor food market – the oldest in Palma – that remains the heart of
this evolving neighbourhood.

1 pm
According to Spanish tradition, the
hour before lunch is known as la hora del
vermut,or “vermouth hour,” a sociable
time to sip herbal aperitifs, nibble briny
olives, and prime the palate. Join in the
fun at La Chica de Santa Catalina.
On a bustling corner of Santa Catalina,
find a table on the outdoor terrace, then
order a glass of Bodegas Yzaguirre’s
ruby-red vermouth with olives and a
few toothpicks speared with Cantabrian
anchovies. When the hour is up, move
on to the tapas menu for small plates of
grilled razor clams and octopus, handsliced jamón Ibérico, fried artichoke
hearts, blistered Padrón peppers, and
Spanish tortilla.

TIP
“The most exciting way
to experience Mallorca is
by helicopter. You’ll get
a bird’s-eye view of the
island’s scenery, including
the Serra de Tramuntana
range, a UNESCO World
Heritage site. Your advisor
can even arrange for the
pilot to make a special
landing on the edge
of some unbelievable
rock formations.”
– Craig Mungary,
Virtuoso agency owner

4 pm

Nouveau tapas
at El Camino.

The vivid colours of Mexico.
The art of pure indulgence.

Central Palma is packed with popular
art spaces, from world-class galleries to
art institutions, including the Fundación
Juan March and the Es Baluard Museum of Modern and Contemporary
Art. But it’s worth a detour to the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallorca, a

Port of Call

fascinating museum complex on a terraced
hillside west of the city centre. This is where
the Catalan artist Joan Miró spent the last
decades of his life, painting in a light-filled studio designed by Josep Lluís Sert and sketching on the walls of a traditional Mallorcan
villa next door. Today, these well-preserved
workspaces are open to the public, along with
a sprawling exhibition hall where galleries
and grassy gardens showcase dozens of the
artist’s surrealist paintings and sculptures.

6 pm

From top: Joan Miró’s studio in Palma and
blistered Padrón peppers at La Chica de
Santa Catalina. Opposite: Rugged coves and
clear water in Portals Nous, about 20 minutes
southwest of Palma.
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While there’s no dress code at El Camino, a
sophisticated new tapas bar on a lane in the
historic centre, you wouldn’t be out of place
in an ascot, a tailored suit, or a designer gown
(jeans are fine too). Arrive early to claim a
stool inside this buzzy local haunt, a long, narrow space with mosaic-tile floors, gleaming
mirrors, and a handsome marble-topped oak
bar. Beneath glowing pendant lamps, order a
copa of crisp Catalan cava or a smooth Mallorcan red – the island’s idiosyncratic blends are
rarely exported – along with a few tapas, such
as pillowy salt-cod beignets, Spanish tortilla
studded with sobrassada sausage, and fried
courgette flowers stuffed with goat cheese.

ISLAND TIME

Chart a course for Mallorca.

During the inaugural season of The Ritz-Carlton Yacht
Collection’s 298-passenger Evrima, experience RitzCarlton service at sea on an eight-day journey that
departs from Barcelona and sails for the Balearics,
concluding in Palma de Mallorca. The ship also calls on
Ibiza, Formentera, and Menorca. Departure: 14 June.
Spend October sailing across the Mediterranean
aboard Seabourn’s 458-passenger Seabourn Odyssey
on a 15-day cruise that departs from Piraeus (Athens)
and stops in ports large and small along the coasts
of Greece, Italy, France, and Spain, before docking in
Barcelona. Day 13 brings a call on Mallorca for Serra de
Tramuntana hikes, biking outings, or a winetasting tour.
Departure: 10 October.

This is more than a place.
It’s a story.
And no one knows it better than a local. Our local guides connect you
with the people and experiences that make the faraway feel like home.
From guided tours to private driver packages, experience the legendary beauty and
historical treasures of Ireland, Britain, Iceland, Italy and Eastern Europe with CIE Tours.

LIMITED TIME!
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Mastering the Art of
Luxury Family Holidays.
When you book an Island Escapes^ holiday you know you’re booking a
meticulously planned luxury escape the entire family will love. From baby
seats, adjoining family rooms to baby butlers, we’ve everything covered.
Take advantage of one of our present offers exclusive to Virtuoso
travellers - two (2) nights free at luxurious Vomo Island Resort, FIJI.

CONTACT YOUR PREFERRED
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO ACCESS
THIS OFFER & OTHER EXCLUSIVE DEALS.
QUOTE “GEMVOMO”.
*Strict travel dates, stay lengths and booking terms and conditions apply.

^Multi-Generational Holiday Specialists for FIJI, THE COOK ISLANDS, VANUATU, THAILAND & SAMOA

ADVERTISING SECTION

Our Guide To
Luxury Cruising

Off-the-Charts
Amenities
Epic Grand
Voyages
Far-Flung
Expeditions

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

VIP SHORE
EXCURSIONS

CRYSTAL CRUISES • REGENT SEVEN SEAS CRUISES • SEABOURN • SILVERSEA
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ADVERTISING SECTION

Now Sailing: Crystal Cruises

A rendering of Crystal Endeavor’s
Expedition Suite.

THE CRYSTAL SCENE

Spoilt for Choice
“Crystal Cruises is all about providing
choices, from where to eat – their ships
boast several award-winning Michelininspired restaurants – to its wonderful
onboard entertainment and the best
enrichment programme afloat,” says
Virtuoso advisor Gina Morovati.
This year, the 848-passenger Crystal
Symphony and 980-passenger Crystal
Serenity celebrate 30 years with milestone events and shore excursions in

the Mediterranean. Meanwhile, Crystal
Endeavor, the new 200-passenger,
all-suite, polar-class expedition yacht,
charts new adventures, starting with
its maiden voyage to the Russian Far
East in August. Endeavor combines an
explorer’s vibe with luxe public spaces,
six dining venues, a spa, and private
butlers for every suite. Future expeditions tackle the Northeast Passage,
Antarctica, and Borneo.

PROTECTING THE PLANET

TOP SUITE
Crystal Endeavor: The Expedition Suite
SQUARE METRES: 188, including the balcony.
PERKS: His-and-her walk-in closets, a spa
tub, and complimentary dry cleaning.
ON THE TABLE
Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity
steer a culinary course with openseating dining venues ranging from a
Brazilian steak house to sushi bars and

Converting to cloth bags (and cardboard hangers) for passenger laundry, shoeshines, and dry cleaning removed more than
100,000 disposable plastic bags from Crystal’s annual operations.

ADVERTISING SECTION

FAST
FACTS

Average staff-to-guest ratio

1 to 1.5
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A rendering of Crystal Endeavor
and (below) dessert from
Crystal Serenity’s Waterside.

RECIPES AND WINE
PAIRINGS IN CRYSTAL’S
30TH-ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOK

traditional trattorias.
“Dishes can be adapted to
dietary needs, and Crystal
offers excellent vegetarian and gluten-free dining
options,” says long-time
cruiser and Virtuoso
advisor Leah Bergner.
For special occasions,
the Vintage Room offers
wine-paired dinners for up
to 14 guests.

Number of overnight
stays during Crystal’s
2020 world cruise

GETTY IMAGES: (SALMON DISH) JGBH007, (KAYAKER) SERGUACOM

HOT ITINERARY
Explore ancient Rome and the cradle of the Italian Renaissance in Florence, indulge in Portofino’s good life, and mingle
with the glitterati in Monte Carlo on Crystal Symphony’s eightday Mediterranean cruise from Rome to Barcelona. Art lovers
can take in modernist masterpieces by native son Antoni
Gaudí in Barcelona. Departure: 24 May.
VIRTUOSO VOYAGES VIP
Dubrovnik’s red-tiled limestone buildings and the blue Adriatic form the setting of Virtuoso’s exclusive shore excursion.
Visit a fourteenth-century Sephardic synagogue (the oldest
in the world still in use) and a Franciscan church and monastery that houses one of Europe’s oldest pharmacies during
a tour of Old Town, followed by lunch at a seventeenthcentury mansion. Available on select Crystal sailings calling
at Dubrovnik.

COOL FACTOR
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14

cold-weather kayaks (complete with
dry suits) on board the Endeavor

SAILINGS VISITING
MONACO DURING THE
GRAND PRIX IN 2020

6

4

maiden ports this year
(including Hambantota,
Sri Lanka, and Alghero in
Sardinia, Italy)

Crystal Endeavor debuts this fall as the line’s first polar-class expedition vessel, with two adventure-ready Alana Airbus helicopters stationed
on board for bird’s-eye-view sightseeing. Each chopper accommodates up to six passengers (in addition to the pilot).

ADVERTISING SECTION

Now Sailing: Regent Seven Seas Cruises

The dining area of Seven Seas Splendor’s Regent
Suite and (below) the Navigator in Venice.

THE REGENT SCENE

Royal
Treatment
Regent’s all-inclusive experience
starts with complimentary round-trip
business-class airfare and transfers to
its five all-suite, 450- to 750-passenger
ships, where fine wines and spirits flow
freely (and suites’ complimentary minibars get a daily refresh). “Sailing with
Regent, travellers enjoy seamless attention to detail,” says Virtuoso advisor
Joyce Krichman. “The exquisite cuisine –
for example, the Alaskan king crab at
Prime 7 – will satisfy even the most

sophisticated palate.” The line doubled
down on oceangoing opulence with
Seven Seas Splendor in February.
Debuting in the Caribbean before
sailing to the Mediterranean, the 750passenger vessel features a multimilliondollar art collection, more than 500
chandeliers, and 65 exclusive new
shore excursions.
This year’s Grand Voyages are
especially ambitious: Seven Seas Navigator’s 75-day New York-to-Barcelona
cruise explores much of the Northern
Hemisphere; Seven Seas Mariner skirts
the coastline of South America during
a 69-day journey from Los Angeles to
Miami; and Seven Seas Explorer’s 77day cruise from Barcelona to Auckland
plies ancient spice routes. Departures:
15 June, 29 October, and 6 November.

PROTECTING THE PLANET

TOP SUITE
Seven Seas Splendor: The Regent Suite
SQUARE METRES: 413, including the wraparound balcony.
PERKS: The Hästens Vividus handmade
mattress, unlimited spa treatments, a
private guide and driver in ports, and a
dedicated butler.

Plant-based diets are the newest frontier in eco-friendly living, and right on trend, Regent recently introduced 200 gourmet plant-based dishes
fleetwide. From chia cashew yogurt and wild mushroom Bolognese to potato-and-green-pea samosas, the new menu rises to the
challenge of promoting healthy, less resource-intensive ingredients in delectable ways.

ADVERTISING SECTION

Plant-based poke at Compass Rose.
ON THE TABLE
Regent’s dining options
range from pan-Asian
at upscale Pacific Rim
to classic French fare at
Chartreuse – plus regional
barbecues and grilled fish
at Pool Grill – to better
accommodate travellers’
varied preferences. At
Regent’s Culinary Arts Kitchen, discover the secrets of street
food (such as buttery Belgian waffles and Israeli falafel) or
crack Caribbean cuisine’s multicultural code during one of
Splendor’s 16 new two-hour cooking classes (coming to
Explorer this year).

HOT ITINERARY
On an 11-day cruise from Rome to Barcelona, passengers on
the new Seven Seas Splendor can visit Napoleon’s birthplace
in Ajaccio, Corsica, taste local beers at Monaco’s only microbrewery, and shop for Mallorcan pearls in Palma’s Mercat de
l’Olivar in Spain. Departure: 3 November.
VIRTUOSO VOYAGES VIP
Dive into the megapolis of Mumbai during Virtuoso’s exclusive shore excursion. Participants will witness the famed dabbawalas delivering thousands of lunches from home kitchens
to workers in a staggering feat of choreography and can also
visit the Prince of Wales Museum or tour Mahatma Gandhi’s
former residence before a festive lunch at Oberoi Mumbai.
Available on select Regent sailings calling at Mumbai.

FAST
FACTS

Number of UNESCO World
Heritage sites on tap

350-plus

19

new signature cocktails,
such as the Virgo (blended
Scotch whisky,
cinnamon, and a chilli and
pineapple reduction) created
for Seven Seas Splendor

Average staff-to-guest ratio

1 to 1.5

65

new shore excursions on Splendor
in 2020, including
mussel-tasting in
Montenegro and a
flamenco performance in a former
mine in Spain

Street performers in Mumbai.

SQUARE METRES OF ITALIAN
MARBLE ON SPLENDOR

4,273

GETTY IMAGES: (MUMBAI) EXTREME-PHOTOGRAPHER, (COCKTAIL) DDUKANG, (FAN) MARTINA L

Pieces in Splendor’s
art collection, including
two Picassos

3
COOL FACTOR

300

weeks to install Splendor’s
Lasvit glass chandelier,
which includes 358 handblown Bohemian crystal rods

On a 15-day voyage from Lisbon to London, travellers can mingle with acclaimed filmmakers and writers who’ve worked on twentieth-century
war documentaries. One of Regent’s eight new enrichment experience voyages, this sailing includes Normandy battlefield visits and
presentations by luminaries such as Lynn Novick (Ken Burns’ directing/producing partner). Departure: 4 May.

ADVERTISING SECTION

Now Sailing: Seabourn

A rendering of Seabourn Venture’s
Grand Wintergarden Suite.

THE SEABOURN SCENE

High-Touch Service at Sea
Bon vivants mingle freely on Seabourn’s
five elegant 458- to 600-passenger
vessels, where every suite offers oceanfront views. “The staff and crew’s service and ability to connect with travellers exceeds anything I’ve seen at even
the best hotels,” says Virtuoso advisor
Bob Bradley. “One afternoon, I was
returning to the ship and came across
a crew member who went ashore to
find a specific type of juice a guest
had casually requested that morning.”

Virtuoso agency owner Valerie Wilson,
who first sailed with Seabourn 30 years
ago, states it point blank: “Seabourn is
the foundation for my ongoing passion
for cruising.”
The line’s unpretentious feel carries
over to shore excursions and new preand post-cruise extensions, such as
Swiss alpine-lake-hopping, a Tuscan
wine-and-cheese tasting, and touring imperial capitals from Budapest to
Copenhagen. The fleet expands in 2021

PROTECTING THE PLANET

with Seabourn Venture, a 264-passenger expedition vessel built to navigate
waters around Norway, Greenland,
Iceland, and the Canadian Arctic.
TOP SUITE
Seabourn Venture: The Grand
Wintergarden Suite
130, including two
balconies and a master bath spa tub.
PERKS: A tripod-mounted Swarovski
telescope, Adam Tihany-designed
SQUARE METRES:

As the official UNESCO cruise partner, Seabourn helps preserve cultural hubs with expert-led excursions to more than 170 World Heritage
sites. The line has contributed more than 1 million U.S. dollars to the sustainable tourism effort since 2014.

ADVERTISING SECTION

FAST
FACTS
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Seabourn Odyssey in Venice
and (below) Petra’s Treasury.

furniture, and Drake Passage-appropriate spirits such as
Shackleton Blended Malt Scotch Whisky.

Average staff-to-guest ratio

nearly 1 to 1

ON THE TABLE
The Grill by Thomas Keller celebrates mid-century American
dining with revamped à la carte favourites such as crème
fraîche whipped potatoes, crab cakes, and a choice of five
sauces for cuts such as the thick-cut prime New York strip
steak. More than 90 wine selections are available.

GETTY IMAGES: (PETRA) ATINÇ SAY, (CHAMPAGNE) FCAFOTODIGITAL, (SALT STONE) DIANAZH

HOT ITINERARY
Explore settings that inspired Miró, Picasso, and Gaudí during a 13-day Iberian Peninsula cruise. The round-trip-fromBarcelona itinerary on the 600-passenger Seabourn Encore
takes in multiple UNESCO sites, including a walled market
in Tangier, Valencia’s Gothic central square, and a sixteenthcentury monastery in Lisbon. Departure: 6 July.
VIRTUOSO VOYAGES VIP
Explore Petra, a city
carved from sandstone
2,000 years ago in
Jordan, on an exclusive
Virtuoso excursion. The
day begins with a walk
down the 80-metre-high
Siq gorge to view the
iconic Treasury, followed
by a traditional lunch
with orange-scented
milk pudding for dessert. Available on select
Seabourn sailings calling
at Aqaba, Jordan.

COOL FACTOR

expedition team
staff members on
Seabourn Venture –
equipped with
24 Zodiacs, 10
sea kayaks, and
2 submarines

123,475
BOTTLES OF FRENCH
CHAMPAGNE SERVED
BY SEABOURN IN 2019

Countries on Seabourn Sojourn’s
140-day world cruise in 2021

32

UNESCO tour options
available fleetwide

4

430

new spa
treatments,
including warm
Himalayan salt
stone massage

Descend nearly 300 metres beneath the surface in a six-passenger submarine on Seabourn Venture. Leather seats mounted in two clear spheres
rotate for views of reef walls and deep-sea creatures, while a Bluetooth stereo system and a Champagne chiller keep the vibe fresh.

ADVERTISING SECTION

Now Sailing: Silversea

THE SILVERSEA SCENE

Pampered
Adventure
“Silversea passengers are
intrepid, well-travelled souls
who want to see what’s next,
without boasting about it,”
says Virtuoso agency owner
Ralph Iantosca. “The cruise
line is always introducing
itineraries with new ports
and excursion concepts.”
Attracting cruisers who seek
adventure without compromising comfort, Silversea’s
all-suite ships range from 100
to 608 passengers and strike
a balance between intimacy
and the space, amenities, and
diversions typically reserved
for larger seagoing vessels.
That balance endures with
the 596-passenger Silver
Moon, debuting this August,
and sister ship Silver Dawn,
debuting in 2021. In July, Silversea’s first destinationspecific ship, the 100-passenger
Silver Origin, launches in the
Galápagos Islands. Next year
brings Silver Cloud’s unprecedented 167-day expedition
world cruise from Argentina
to Norway. Also new in 2021,
the option to skip the Drake
Passage and fly business-class
direct to Antarctica to explore
without delay.
TOP SUITE
Silver Moon: The Owner’s Suite
289 to 322,
including the balcony.
PERKS: A whirlpool tub in the
marble bath, Bose SoundTouch speakers, and dinner
for two at Relais & Châteaux’s
La Dame.
SQUARE METRES:

Silver Spirit’s Le Champagne and (above)
Zagara Beauty Spa’s hot tub with a view.

PROTECTING THE PLANET

Silversea supports the Galápagos’ fragile ecosystem – home to giant tortoises, flightless cormorants, and marine iguanas – through environmentally sensitive cruises and, as of last fall, the Silversea Fund for the Galápagos, which finances regional conservation projects.

ADVERTISING SECTION

ON THE TABLE
Pick up techniques from
a master baker or cheesemonger, forage or visit local markets with a chef, or
enjoy winemaker-led tastings aboard Silver Moon.
Silversea’s S.A.L.T. (Sea
and Land Taste) culinary
enrichment programme
adds spice to shore
excursions. On board, the
S.A.L.T. Lab hosts lectures,
cooking demos that reflect
the ports of call, cocktail
events, and more.

FAST
FACTS

Average staff-to-guest ratio

nearly 1 to 1

900+

DESTINATIONS VISITED EACH YEAR
HOT ITINERARY
Circumnavigate Australia
and most of New Zealand
(plus a chunk of Indonesia) during the 596-passenger Silver
Muse’s 51-day Sydney round-trip expedition cruise. On the
agenda: snorkelling on the Great Barrier Reef, truffle-hunting
in Tasmania, and a ritual blessing at a Balinese temple. Departure: 31 October.

(BALI DISH) LUCIA GRIGGI, (POLAR BEAR) GLOBALP/GETTY IMAGES

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES VIP
Centrally located in the Mediterranean, Malta has seen a lot
of traffic: from Phoenicians and Romans to the Knights of
Saint John. Virtuoso’s exclusive shore excursion starts at
third-century Roman catacombs beneath a baroque museum (used as shelters during World War II) and moves on to
an eighteenth-century estate often compared to Versailles.
A garden lunch is served in the nearby Attard village. Available on select Silversea sailings calling at Valletta, Malta.

Silver Cloud in Svalbard,
Norway, and (above) a
Balinese-inspired S.A.L.T. dish.

COOL FACTOR

27

new ports in 2020,
including Fishguard in
Wales and Papua New
Guinea’s Conflict Islands

Suites on
Silver Moon with
private balconies

11

96%

handmade Lalique
crystal panels decorating
La Dame restaurant on
Silver Moon

Voyages visiting Churchill,
the “Polar Bear Capital of
the World,” in 2020

2

In July, Silver Origin will sail the Galápagos Islands with a fleet of eight Zodiacs and an onboard Explorer Lounge stocked
with a library, deckside fire pit, and bartenders serving evening cocktails.

ADVERTISING SECTION
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Savour the oceanic lifestyle on our private charter of the Hebridean Sky. Reserved for just 96 guests of
Captain’s Choice, everything has been considered and included, even a raft of exclusive shore experiences.

A VOYAGE
OF EUROPE &
THE CANARY
ISLANDS
Sample the local varietals of Porto at Quinta da Aveleda wine lodge
Visit Villa Oasis and the Yves Saint Laurent Museum in Morocco
Explore the volcanic landscape and tranquil beaches of the Canary Islands

Iberia, Morocco, Madeira & the Canary Islands – AU $23,950 / NZ $26,950 per person, twin share
17 days, Madrid return, departing 7 September 2020

To secure your place, contact your Virtuoso Travel advisor
For full terms and conditions, see captains-choice.com/conditions. CC-469

Interview

Why I Travel
Jo Keller’s trips are filled with kingly breakfasts, intoxicating scents,
and kitsch-free shopping. INTERVIEWED BY SUSAN SKELLY

F

OR JO KELLER, TRAVEL IS ALL
about immersion: finding the
essence of a place and digging
deep for that sense of belonging. The 62-year-old retired lawyer and
her husband, Steve, 64, have visited
more than 60 countries. “We’re passionate about new destinations, new
cultures, and authentic local food,”
says Jo. “We love learning about the
lives of people we meet along the way.”
The Kellers like to travel in style, with
the logistics managed by Brisbanebased Virtuoso travel advisor Sonia
Jones. Here, Jo shares some of their
most unforgettable adventures.
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Sonia has been our travel planner for
16 years. She really listens, and we trust
her implicitly. In 2017, we were staying in
Waterton Lakes National Park in Alberta,
Canada, when we were ordered to evacuate due to a forest fire. Within hours,
Sonia had organised a limo to collect us,
overnight accommodation in Calgary,
and seats on a flight to San Francisco.
On our first evening at the Taj Lake
Palace our butler prepared a spectacular bubble bath, complete with Champagne, candles, and hors d’oeuvres. At a
pre-dinner dance recital for which he’d
arranged a front-row table, I admired the

A day in Kyoto and (above)
the Kellers in Egypt.

From top: Saint Petersburg’s
Peterhof Palace and the Taj
Lake Palace in Udaipur.

table’s pretty marble lamps. When we
checked out, he presented two to
us as gifts.
At the Rambagh Palace in Jaipur we
were treated to a Rajasthani breakfast
fit for a raja. It was about 20 courses
and included pyaaz ki kachori, pastries
stuffed with potatoes, onions, and spices;
savoury pancakes and dumplings; beans
simmered in yoghurt; and exotic breads.
The chef came at 3 am to prepare it.

JO AND STEVE KELLER

I was 11 when my family spent six
weeks in Japan, Hong Kong, and
mainland China. Children were intrigued
by my blue eyes and wanted to touch
my coloured stockings. In one shop in
Japan, the staff giggled while my mother
removed plastic covers from winter
coats for us to try on. We were attempting to buy coats in a dry cleaner’s.
Every country has a unique aroma. In
Bali, frangipani and sedap malam (tuberose) greet you. India has its cacophony of
sound and overwhelming smells of spices.
The African bush has a distinct smell, too,
that reminds me of the Australian bush.

“We don’t buy
spur-of-the-moment
kitsch anymore.
If we want a memento,
we buy something
special and freight
it home.”

At the rooftop bar of Four Seasons
Hotel Istanbul at Sultanahmet, as we
took our first photos of the stunning city,
we realised that the Hagia Sophia was
right behind me and the Blue Mosque
was right behind Steve. You could almost
reach out and touch both.
Truly jaw-dropping: Arriving in Fez,
Morocco, and being transported down
winding narrow streets to a seventeenthcentury riad, whose front door opened to
tinkling fountains, orange trees, palatial
interiors, and a quietness so at odds with
the chaos outside.

We don’t buy spur-of-the-moment
kitsch anymore. If we want a memento,
we buy something special and freight
it home. We’ve bought massive antique
pots from Thailand, Murano glass from
Venice, a mosaic-inlaid patio table from
Morocco, and carved sandalwood
figurines from Mas in Bali.
We’ve just come back from our 40th
wedding anniversary trip to New York,
Paris, and Tokyo. At The Pierre in NYC,
we were upgraded to a suite overlooking Central Park, with Champagne,
fruit, and an anniversary cake waiting for us. Hôtel Esprit Saint Germain
in Paris was so Parisian. In Tokyo we
stayed at the Shangri-La Hotel, Tokyo,
which was super luxurious, with a
beautiful outlook.

WHERE NEXT?

Israel. I’m expecting a mix of modern
cities and buzzy little villages. We’ll visit
Acre on the coast, artsy Safed, Jerusalem,
and Tel Aviv. On the way home, we’re
planning to relax at the Four Seasons
Resort Koh Samui.  
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KING ME
A staghorn damselfish and (opposite)
Aqua Blu near Alyui Bay.
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(AQUA BLU) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI/WAYAN PUTRA WIJAYA

Discover the riches of Raja Ampat, Indonesia,
on the region’s first expedition yacht.
BY JUSTIN PAUL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI
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INDONESIA

BATANTA
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SALAWATI

MISOOL

with the bottomless blue behind you and reef denizens scrolling
before your mask, it’s tempting to simply let your eyes flit from one
shiny thing to the next. But you have to stop and watch when a dive
guide arches to face the swift current like a fish to a lure and, with
a gentle kick to hover above a coral fan, removes a magnifying glass
from his vest to view a peppermint-coloured pygmy seahorse no
bigger than your thumbnail. As those beady eyes above the puckered snout peer back, at some level you know the seahorse has to be
thinking, “What in the world is this?”
“People are always looking to see the sharks and big things,” the
divemaster, Kaz (“just Kaz”), tells me later. “Shark, OK, you see it
and it is very nice. But the reef is macro,” he says, using scuba slang
that, somewhat unintuitively, refers to focusing on the ocean’s
smaller creatures. “You have to think, ‘What is that shrimp doing
and why?’ to really see it.”
When it comes to reef and marine life, few destinations top Raja
Ampat. The West Papua archipelago sits in the heart of the Coral
Triangle, the world’s most biodiverse marine area, which stretches
from the Philippines south to Indonesia and east to the Solomon
Islands. (The highest diversity within the Coral Triangle – nearly
600 species of coral and 1,500 species of fish – is found off the Bird’s

(MAP) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Eighteen
metres
beneath
the
ocean’s
surface,

WEST
PAPUA

Happy hours: Returning from
kayaking The Passage and (left)
head server Wayan Putra Wijaya.

Head Peninsula, which forms Raja Ampat.) The region, whose
name translates as “Four Kings,” consists of the main islands
of Misool, Salawati, Batanta, and Waigeo, and their 1,500 surrounding reef-fringed islets. Until recently, unless you had your
own yacht and local dive team, you had to trade resort comforts
and amenities for access aboard no-frills liveaboards, charter
a more upscale schooner, or settle for the limited diving on
nearby reefs offered by a handful of homestays and eco-resorts.
That changed last December, when Aqua Expeditions introduced its new Aqua Blu on eight-day sailings from Sorong, the
jumping-off point for Raja Ampat.
A British naval survey ship from the late 1960s until being
decommissioned in 2002, the vessel then served as an Italian
family’s private yacht before being transformed into its current

five-deck, 30-passenger incarnation for expeditions in Raja Ampat, the Spice Islands, and Komodo National Park. Aqua’s first
oceangoing ship follows the line’s formula, which introduced
high-style river cruising to the Peruvian Amazon and the Mekong: spacious cabins, gourmet meals, and clean lines – in this
case, rich woods and brass, complemented by moon orchids,
sculptures and artefacts, and a worldly lounge soundtrack.
“Welcome to Aqua Blu. You can leave your shoes there,” says
Glenn Wappett, the cruise director – himself barefoot – upon my
arrival, immediately setting the trip’s vibe. “I promise you’ll get
them back when you need them.” For the next week, except when
hiking, I saw neither sock nor sandal on anyone but Captain Arni
Brzac – a typically superstitious mariner who’s never without his
lucky docksiders. (“Sometimes I take them off to sleep.”)
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Aqua’s approach to Raja Ampat differs from that of most
companies sailing its waters. Diving is the big fish here: The
vast majority of tourists come to hop from reef to reef and
spend as much time underwater as possible, three to four
dives a day. Aqua Blu is for those seeking great diving, but not
just a dive trip – a more “macro” approach to exploring what
makes the region so enjoyable. Aside from daily diving and
snorkelling, that means kayaking through mangroves, hiking
to waterfalls and to see rare birds, visiting a pearl farm here
and throwing a pop-up party on a deserted beach there, plus
one or two surprises along the way, courtesy of the somewhat
flexible itinerary.
That’s not to say Aqua doesn’t take the main draw seriously:
Head divemaster Kaz left one of the world’s top dive resorts to
join the ship, and Glenn (also a dive instructor) and some of the
other crew spent years at Aman’s Indonesian resorts and on its
charter boats in Raja Ampat. But on Aqua Blu, you won’t find
shipmates huddled over marine-life checklists or a clothesline
of swimsuits and rash guards dripping in the sun. Consider it
a dive into Indonesia’s top cultural and natural attractions for
the macchiato, megayacht set.

Day two dawns humid
and still on Gam Island as a sandy beach reveals itself, breaking the tangle of jungle that steps up quickly to a palm-tufted
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ridgeline. The distant clap of a screen door sets off a clamour
of birdcalls. Through binoculars, I follow a parent and toddler
taking the day’s first steps, hand in hand on a rickety pier.
This is the appeal of West Papua, where the most popular
reefs can teem with squadrons of camera-flashing divers
documenting baby cuttlefish, peacock mantis shrimp, and the
like, but above sea level, the day moves at a pace little changed
by the outside world. Liveaboards shift listlessly at anchor in
the breeze, and the odd solo fisherman putters past. After our
morning dive, our group sits down on the back deck to a breakfast of fresh fruit, granola and yoghurt, and made-to-order
fried rice. Longtail boats crisscross between villages of a dozen
or so homes, some set a metre from the waterline, some stilted
over it, as we sail for Kabui Bay.
Yacht life slips on easy, and before long everyone finds their
preferred places. With an ever-present sea breeze (and sunset
happy hours at its bar), the top deck’s shaded loungers and
couches are the spot to take in scenery and watch for spinner
dolphins off the bow. Deck 3 offers a Jacuzzi and two enormous
daybeds that are perfect for stargazing with a glass of wine
after dinner. The large table with a lazy Susan on Deck 3’s aft
serves as a social hub for iced Americanos from the air-conditioned lounge inside.
A few hours after breakfast we arrive at The Passage, a
20-metre-wide saltwater channel separating Gam and Waigeo
islands. It’s known as a great snorkel and dive site for soft corals

Clockwise from opposite
page: A beach party off
Batanta Island; chef Adrian
Broadhead; dashi-poached
shrimp, salt-and-pepper
tofu, pork satay, rice
noodles, slaw, and lobster
spring rolls for lunch;
and the Deck 2 salon.
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(JELLYFISH) KAZZUAENI

Clockwise from top left:
Divemaster Kaz, Aqua
Blu’s sundeck, a crown
jellyfish, fried rice for
breakfast, cruise director Glenn Wappett, and
snorkelling on a Raja
Ampat reef.
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Made for romantics, connoisseurs of cuisine and lovers of art, this Uniworld river cruise in Italy is one that will delight all of your senses.
In 2020, we’re elevating our Italy cruises with an enchanting itinerary and brand new Super Ship. Dine in luxury with exquisite locally
inspired foods while you take in the breathtaking architecture of Italy and Venice. This all inclusive experience offers you a prime
docking location next to St. Mark’s Square, plus the best value of unsurpassed luxury versus paying for your hotel, food, wine,
entertainment and transportation separately.

Travel from dynamic Milan to romantic Venice and be enchanted by the
“City of Water.” Spend a night surrounded by the colourful facades of
Burano, an exclusive for Uniworld quests. Fall in love with the islands of
Mazzorbo and Torcello. Discover the charming southern port of
Chioggia, the wines of Valpolicella and the famed city of love, Verona.
8-day cruise-only option available.
“Our time in and around the Venice Lagoon was simply magicalbeyond five stars.”

Our beloved River Countess
returns from renovations as the
S.S. La Venezia, our brand new
Super Ship. Inspired by Venetian
culture with three dining venues,
including an Italian kitchen, spa,
library, lounge and bar, this Super
Ship will have you cruising in true
luxury.

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE AMENITY:
Virtuoso guests receive A$260^ per person, shipboard credit on ALL new 2020 bookings.

2021 UNIWORLD VOYAGES NOW AVAILABLE.
TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL.
^ Terms & conditions: Shipboard credit listed in AU dollars. Virtuoso Exclusive Amenity offer is combinable with all current Uniworld promotions; if forfeited,
no cash reimbursement will be given.Offers are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time. Other restrictions may apply. For complete details,
general information, and terms and conditions applicable to all Uniworld trips, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional. UW 446221585

and nudibranchs, but given that its marine life also includes the
occasional saltwater croc, we opt to peer into the clear canyon
from sea kayaks, drifting with the current until we’re deposited
back in the karst-lined bay. Trees and scrub cling to every centimetre of soil on the limestone outcrops, right down to the tide
line, which undercuts the rock. As our group splashes around
one karst, two white-bellied sea eagles take flight.

Although parrots and

A male bird of paradise
and (left) local
guide Frits calling to
it on Gam Island.

56

V I RT U O S O L I F E

a giggle. Watching the show while thinking of how Papuans
believed the birds to be reincarnated fairies makes it all the
more delightful.
Raja Ampat’s main draws make lasting impressions: Wayag
Island’s lagoon and mushroomlike karsts that appear on
nearly every brochure for the region; Cape Kri’s reef, the
record holder for number of fish species seen on one dive; The
Maze, a dive that runs along, then crosses, the equator. But it’s
the baby mobula rays – who leap from the water and, after a
fruitless flap or two of their winglike fins, belly-flop beneath
the surface – that make Wayag’s postcard setting playful. It’s
the surgeon’s steadiness of a local pearl harvester’s hand, or
the underwater nod and “OK” from a diver hailing from who
knows how far away that you happen upon on a reef that surprise. And on the right day, it’s a bird-caller sitting in the jungle
where four generations have sat before him, gathering Raja
Ampat’s spirits in the treetops and beckoning them to dance.

(JELLYFISH) KAZZUAENI

cockatoos screech from trees, the king of the Raja Ampat jungle is the elusive red bird of paradise, whose males are known
for their extravagant plumage and quirky mating dance. I greet
the 4:50 am wake-up for a hike and “the chance” to see one with
sleepy-eyed suspicion, yet after we transfer to the longtail boat
of our local guide, Frits, the adventure is on. Following a sliver
of salt water into the jungle, the boat dodges barely submerged
coral bommies until we dead-end at a dock. The short hike that
follows is no joke: We grab the railing cobbled together from
tree limbs for support as we ascend. Halfway in, sandal-shod
Frits abruptly cranes his neck, then breaks into a near jog.
Nobody tries to keep up.
Minutes later we top a ridge to find him sitting on a makeshift bench, sneeze-whistling into his hand, eyes scanning the
treetops. Frits’ great-great-grandfather called birds for British
naturalist Alfred Wallace here in the 1860s, and the skill has
been passed down through the family ever since. Before long,
a bird of paradise swoops onto a limb above us, cocks its head a
few times, and soars off. In a bit, Frits lures another one, which
looks for a female, finds none, and takes flight. Pretty bird, but
for a nonbirder, that’s about it.
Just as we’re about to pack it in, Frits calls in two males, who
size each other up. Frits’ stare intensifies and his calling
quickens. Then one bird slowly spreads and vibrates its wings,
pivots its head towards the ground, and begins hopping rhythmically on the limb while swishing his rear to wave its long,
handlebar-moustache-like tail feathers in the air.
“Daanz, daanz, ha ha,” Frits mutters with a nod. Camera
shutters snap rapid-fire. There are a few hushed wows and even

TO GET HERE,
YOU’RE GONNA NEED
A SMALLER SHIP.
Tiny seaside villages. Remote islands. Hidden lagoons. Windstar’s small ships take you to
the world’s smallest, most interesting ports bigger cruise ships can’t reach. Of course, we
visit all the must-see destinations—Sydney, Athens, Ketchikan. But it’s those places that
aren’t even on your radar you’ll treasure most. With more overnight stays and intimate
excursions, you’ll have time and space to navigate one-of-a-kind experiences that will
enrich your senses, change your viewpoint and check off your bucket list. Call your local
Virtuoso Travel Professional.
Call your local Virtuoso Travel
Professional to learn more.

DIVE IN

Grab a snorkel and sunscreen and
set off for the Coral Triangle.

GO The islands of Gam,

GET THE SHOT
Underwater-photography tips from Virtuoso travel
advisor, avid diver, and Raja Ampat fan Ryan Dandy.
Lighting is especially key underwater, as the sun’s rays fade
with depth. For wide-angle snaps, aim two strobes slightly
away from the focus point to avoid backscatter from little
particles in the water. For macro shots, position one or two
strobes tight next to your lens.



Know your wildlife and be considerate: Pygmy seahorses
don’t have eyelids – exposure to bright flash after flash can
actually kill them. Moving creatures to get a better background or tapping them in the hope that they’ll look at your
camera are also no-no’s.  





Chasing a fish usually results in a photo of its bum. Move

slowly and the fish will come to you; when it does, focus on its
eye for the best shot.   
Bring two cameras, one for the surface and one for dives:
You don’t want to miss a shot of whales or dolphins while topside because your camera is set up for below, and the more
you put an underwater housing on and take it off, the greater
risk you have for a leaky seal flooding the camera.



Waigeo, and less-visited
Batanta feature prominently on Aqua Expeditions’ eight-day Raja
Ampat sailings, roundtrip from Sorong. April
through September, the
30-passenger Aqua Blu
focuses on Komodo
National Park during
round-trip cruises from
Bali, then spends October
and November in the
Moluccas (Spice Islands)
with sailings from Ambon.
Raja Ampat departures: Multiple dates,
12 December 2020
through 13 February 2021.
Snorkellers and divers can
explore Raja Ampat by sixpassenger schooner with
Remote Lands. Ten-day
private charters from
Sorong include guided
jungle hikes and village
visits, daily beach time,
and calls at Misool and the
Boo Islands. Departures:
Any day, 1 October 2020
through 30 May 2021.
Spend five days in Raja
Ampat during the 200passenger Crystal Endeavor’s 17-day cruise from Bali
to Cairns. Crystal Cruises’
two-month-old expedition ship, the line’s first,
provides multiple ways to
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take in the landscape and
marine world – by snorkel,
sea kayak, helicopter, and
seven-person submarine.
Departure: 15 October.
Silversea rounds West Papua’s Bird’s Head Peninsula
on a 19-day cruise from
Darwin to Apra Harbor,
Guam. Snorkellers and divers on the 144-passenger
Silver Explorer can comb
coral gardens in Triton
and Cenderawasih bays for
pygmy seahorses and have
a shot at swimming with
whale sharks. Departure:
21 March 2021.
Divers on the 184-passenger
Bellot can explore reefs on
seven of ten ports of call
during Ponant’s 15-day
cruise from Darwin to
Honiara, capital of the Solomon Islands. History and
culture take centre stage in
the Spice Islands and when
visiting indigenous groups
in Papua New Guinea.
Departure: 4 December.
Zegrahm Expeditions
tackles the Coral Triangle’s
eastern corner on an 18-day
sailing from Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea, to Port
Vila, Vanuatu. Highlights of
the 100-passenger Island
Sky’s voyage: snorkelling
and diving in the Solomon
Islands (including in the
world’s longest saltwater
lagoon), hikes to hot
springs and crater lakes,
and nature walks on the
South Pacific’s largest
uninhabited island,
Tetepare. Departure:
10 September.

(PYGMY SEAHORSES) RYAN DANDY

Small wonders:
An Atlas Pearl
Farm technician and (below)
pygmy seahorses.

GETTING THERE Cathay Pacific
flies non-stop to Hong Kong
from five Australian and
two New Zealand gateways,
with connecting service to
Jakarta. From there, it’s a
four-hour hop to Sorong via
domestic carrier.

OUR CRUISES ARE THE

P O L A R O P P O S I T E O F O R D I N A RY

POLAR EXPEDITION CRUISES WITH
PONANT & NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
Join us for a memorable expedition, with itineraries ranging

A NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC PHOTOGRAPHER

from the Arctic to Antarctica aboard PONANT’s fleet of

See your surroundings through the lens of a National
Geographic photographer who will share with you
tips and tricks on capturing those once-in-a-lifetime
travel moments.

environmentally certified small ships. Taking you to places
that larger vessels can’t reach, you will cruise past towering
icebergs, wander among penguins and bask in the beauty of
timeless fjords. On board, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC experts
and photographers alongside PONANT’s naturalists promise an

A NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPERT

unforgettable experience at sea. Travelling with us you will not

Learn from a National Geographic expert who will share
their knowledge, passion and rare behind-the-scenes
perspective on your destination.

only be inspired by these breath-taking polar regions – you’ll
learn and become a true ambassador for their protection.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL
ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION
Photographs: © PONANT Olivier Blaud / © Studio PONANT Servane Roy-Berton, Lorraine Turci. PONANT
ABN: 35 166 676 517. © 2019 National Geographic Partners, LLC. National Geographic EXPEDITIONS and the
Yellow Border Design are trademarks of the National Geographic Society, used under license. NGM0718A

Souvenir

SAN DIEGO
In San Diego, I could do
whatever I wanted. I’d just
turned 30 and was on
my first-ever solo trip. An
entire holiday was up to my
discretion. The first day,
I brunched at a seaside
restaurant overlooking La
Jolla Cove, spent an hour
watching people (and sea
lions) along the beach,
and took my time perusing Warwick’s, the oldest
continuously family-run
bookstore in the U.S., and
Sweet Paper in La Jolla. The
next day, I ventured to North
Park, where eclectic shops,
third-wave coffeehouses,
and craft breweries make for
ideal wandering. My fellow
beer lovers will appreciate
the walkability: There are
more than ten breweries and
tasting rooms within a threekilometre radius in North
Park proper. Following an
afternoon of leisurely shopping (don’t miss Pigment
for local artisanal gifts and
Artelexia for Mexican home
decor), I spent the evening
sipping my way through
beer flights at venues from
North Park Beer Co. to
Modern Times Flavordome.
Solo travel? I’ll raise a pint
to that. – Veronica Rosalez,
graphic designer

San Diego scores (clockwise
from top left): An illustrated
notebook from Sweet Paper
stationery store, a Ballast
Point Brewing Company patch,
STRW Co. reusable stainless
steel straws from Sweet Paper,
a North Park Beer Co. sticker,
Cordial Organics’ CBD-infused
lavender hydrosol from En
Concordia, and a hand-poured
candle from Pigment gift shop.

TIP: San Diego is home to some of the best Mexican food in the U.S. – after all, the border is only
27 kilometres from downtown. For the real deal, head to these San Diegan favourites: Las Cuatro
Milpas, Tacos El Gordo, and El Indio.
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(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

ME TIME, OCEAN VIEWS,
AND CRAFT BEER IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.

Life is short.

AREN’T YOU GLAD YOU HAVE
A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR?

Dubrovnik, Croatia

Your time matters and you deserve the best. From weekend getaways to longer
itineraries, thank you for entrusting us with your travel dreams.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Only the Best
Virtuoso puts a premium on personalised travel. That’s why
Virtuoso travel advisors don’t just plan trips, they perk them
up – with hotel credits, complimentary room upgrades, and
customised touches to make every experience exceptional.
Find one who’s right for you at virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

