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Every meal was perfection from start 

    to finish!

  We found Barcelona to be a 
rich tapestry of kind people and
 beautiful architecture.

Visiting Monte Carlo
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BEGIN YOUR STORY with Crystal Cruises’ 

award-winning service, exceptional choices, extraordinary 

luxury plus the convenience of new all-inclusive voyages. 

To learn more about all of our exciting itineraries and 

to book your voyage, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

• Book by February 28, 2014 for 

best available Book Now fares

• The unparalleled all-inclusive Crystal Experience® 

features: complimentary fi ne wines, champagne, 

premium spirits, non-alcoholic beverages, superb Italian

cuisine at Prego and innovative Asian menus from 

Nobu Matsuhisa, as well as complimentary gratuities 

for housekeeping, dining and bar staff 

See inside for details…

Rome and Vatican City 
held us captive with it's 
stunning architecture.

B E G I N  A  N E W  S T O RY ™
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Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only made between 
1/4/2014 and 2/28/2014 and do not include port, security and handling charges of $265-$620. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-
controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional air add-ons are available from designated Crystal Cruises' gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all government 
taxes and fees. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on all sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. 
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs, 
policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2014 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on all sailings including:

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the 

World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

• Competitive cruise fares

• Personable onboard host

• Onboard welcome reception

•  Full-day shore event or shipboard credit

• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options

A  V O Y A G E  W I T H

C R Y S T A L

TA K E S  YO U  F U RT H E R
T H A N  Y O U R  D E S T I N A T I O N .

CRUISE EUROPE AND SAVE UP TO $1 ,500 WITH 

BOOK NOW FARES.

We invite you to discover some of the most fabled destinations on Earth with some of 

the best fares in history. Save up to $1,500 per person with limited-time Book Now Fares 

and begin a new story with the all-inclusive experience of the World’s Best. But don’t 

wait, to enjoy award-winning luxury and exceptional value, book your Crystal cruise with 

Virtuoso today.

From the Baltic Sea to the British Isles, around the Iberian Peninsula and throughout the entire Mediterranean, Crystal Cruises’ 

2014 Europe Collection offers an exceptional roster of 28 destination-rich itineraries and unmatched all-inclusive value. Travel 

in elegant luxury aboard the two highest rated ships in the world—Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity—and experience 

fi rst-hand the service, space, quality and choices that have earned Crystal more World’s Best awards than any other cruise line, 

hotel or resort in history.

We relaxed on our
verandah and were amazed
at Geiranger Fjord.

• More overnights in renowned cities allow more time for cultural immersion

• New optional air add-ons available

B E G I N  A  N E W  S T O RY ™
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4314 12 Jun 22 Mediterranean  Istanbul to Rome Crystal Serenity $11,360 $4,680

4316 7 Jul 13 Mediterranean  Barcelona to Monte Carlo Crystal Serenity $7,060 $2,830

4216 14 Jul 14 N. Cape & Arctic Circle Round-trip Copenhagen Crystal Symphony $16,020 $6,510

4221 9 Aug 31 Western Europe London to Hamburg Crystal Symphony $8,280 $2,940

4320 7 Aug 17 Mediterranean  Barcelona to Rome Crystal Serenity $7,390 $2,995
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controlled,

policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2014 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

Book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on all sailings including:

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the 

World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

• Competitive cruise fares

• Personable onboard host

• Onboard welcome reception

•  Full-day shore event or shipboard credit

• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options

A  V O Y A G E  W I T H

C R Y S T A L

TA K E S  YO U  F U RT H E R
T H A N  Y O U R  D E S T I N A T I O N .

CRUISE EUROPE AND SAVE UP TO $1 ,500 WITH 

BOOK NOW FARES.

We invite you to discover some of the most fabled destinations on Earth with some of 

the best fares in history. Save up to $1,500 per person with limited-time Book Now Fares 

and begin a new story with the all-inclusive experience of the World’s Best. But don’t 

wait, to enjoy award-winning luxury and exceptional value, book your Crystal cruise with 

Virtuoso today.

hotel or resort in history.

We relaxed on our
verandah and were amazed
at Geiranger Fjord.

• More overnights in renowned cities allow more time for cultural immersion

• New optional air add-ons available
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4314 12 Jun 22 Mediterranean  Istanbul to Rome Crystal Serenity $11,360 $4,680

4316 7 Jul 13 Mediterranean  Barcelona to Monte Carlo Crystal Serenity $7,060 $2,830

4216 14 Jul 14 N. Cape & Arctic Circle Round-trip Copenhagen Crystal Symphony $16,020 $6,510

4221 9 Aug 31 Western Europe London to Hamburg Crystal Symphony $8,280 $2,940

4320 7 Aug 17 Mediterranean  Barcelona to Rome Crystal Serenity $7,390 $2,995
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WELCOME DESK - TOURIST TAX REFUND - FASHION SHOWS
PRIVILEGED WELCOME & VIP SERVICE - GOURMET STORE & RESTAURANTS

« FOR VIRTUOSO SPECIAL GUESTS »
A complimentary glass of Moët & Chandon Champagne*

An access to our VIP services (personal shopper, private lounges...)**
A -10% discount card*** with a Welcome Kit and a Paris Guide

* 1 coupon per person. To be consumed with moderation. Or other drink without alcohol per person.
“Le Premier” Restaurant - 1st fl oor of the main store from 9:30 AM to 7 PM.

** VIP services, rue Mogador, Tronchet entrance. Reservation required. *** See conditions in store.

GALERIES LAFAYETTE
40, BD HAUSSMANN 75009 PARIS - MÉTRO CHAUSSÉE D’ANTIN-LA FAYETTE

Open Monday through Saturday from 9.30 AM to 8 PM - Late opening every Thursday until 9 PM
Haussmann.galerieslafayette.com

228,60x276,23-Presse VirtuoseLife Touriste.indd   1 16/09/13   10:11



d i s c o v e r  a  s e n s e  o f  p l a c e

r o s e w o o d  l o n d o n  n o w  o p e n

For reservations, please contact your 

Virtuoso travel advisor

“ v i r t u o s o 

travellers will feel like house 

guests arriving at Downton Abbey 

when they drive through the gates 

o f  r o s e w o o d  l o n d o n

into the historic courtyard”

a l b e r t  h e r r e r a

Virtuoso Senior Vice President

Global Product Partnerships



Ocean-View Villas & Bungalow Guest Rooms | 36 Holes of Golf

Spa | Pools | Beach | Unique Dining Experiences | Camp Pelican™

340 Days of Sunshine | Daily Flights to LA & Orange County Airports

For Reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
Virtuoso amenities include: Daily Breakfast for Two, One Time $100 Golf or Spa Services Credit  

(not valid for retail) and Upgrade at time of check-in (based on availability).



ExpEriEncE thE plEasurE

    of ultimatE luxury.



Exotic Destinations

Extraordinary Style

All Silver Privilege Fares shown are cruise-only, in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy. Fares are capacity controlled, and subject to change at any time without notice. Availability of all suite categories cannot be guaranteed. 

Fares for single guests are available upon request. Additional restrictions may apply. All fares, savings, ofers, itineraries, and programs are subject to change without notice. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions. 

Visit Silversea.com for complete Terms and Conditions. Ships’ registry: Bahamas Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities and events are subject to change without notice. Virtuoso Voyager Club events require a minimum/maximum number 

of participants and may not be combinable with other ofers. Space is limited, black-out dates and restrictions may apply.

Aboard Silversea’s intimate, luxury cruise ships, you’ll discover the most intriguing ports 

with close-up views and an array of customized tours and shore excursions.  

• Sumptuous ocean-view suites  • Butler service in all suites

• A staf-to-guest ratio of nearly one to one

• Complimentary fne wines, champagne and 

spirits served throughout the ship

Contact your Virtuoso® travel advisor and book early. 

You’ll receive Voyager Club benefts on these sailings and 

the best fare on the best suite — guaranteed.



Stockholm Roundtrip 
Silver Whisper®

Departs July 26, 2014 • 9 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $4,350 per guest

Reykjavik Roundtrip 

Silver Cloud®

Departs August 13, 2014 • 10 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $6,250 per guest

Papeete Roundtrip

Silver Shadow®

Departs October 22, 2014 • 12 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $4,750 per guest

Athens to Dubai

Silver Wind®

Departs October 31, 2014 • 16 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $5,750 per guest

Valparaiso to Buenos Aires

Silver Shadow®

Departs November 20, 2014 • 15 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $5,950 per guest

Singapore to Hong Kong

Silver Wind®

Departs December 1, 2014 • 11 Days

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares
from $4,550 per guest
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Fine lines: The lobby  

at the new Rosewood  

London hotel.

On the cOver

Such great heights: Tiger’s Nest Monastery in Bhutan.  PhoTogRaPhy by KEVIN J. MIyaZaKI  

Hand-lettering by Korena Bolding Sinnett

Austria  126

Bhutan  100

Botswana  98

Brazil  132

Cambodia  94

Canada  128

Cape Town  97

Courchevel  117

Dallas  142

Dubai  52

Dublin  58

Edinburgh  48

Ethiopia  134

Florence  80, 116

The Galápagos  92

Havana  91

Istria  88

Kenya  132

London  113

Los Angeles  36

Marquesas  132

Marrakech  96

Mekong River  128

Myanmar  94

New York  42, 118

Nicaragua  90

Panama  130

Portugal  133

Russia  64

Seoul  120

Siberia  128

Space  93

Sri Lanka  95

Switzerland  24

Tasmania  130

Valparaíso  90

Venice  117

Vietnam  94

Warsaw  70

100 
Into Bhutan
In this Himalayan 

kingdom, travelers find 

serpentine mountain 

roads, ancient Bud-

dhist traditions, and, 

yes, rack of lamb with 

arugula for dinner. 

by KIM bRowN SEELy

88
Where noW
Virtuoso travel  

advisors pick the 

destinations – plus one 

truly out-of-this-world 

experience – that will 

define the year ahead.

by aaRoN guLLEy

113
BeSt  
addreSSed
We have the hotels that 

will put Beijing, London, 

New York, and Miami 

on your list – plus 

Courchevel, Venice, 

and Florence too.

by aMy LaughINghouSE

120 
Seoul rISIng
An iPhone photo 

journey through the 

Korean capital, a city 

that’s ready for its 

close-up.

by KoRENa  

boLdINg SINNETT

VIRTUOSO LIFE  | www.v irtuoso.com
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princess-for-a-day in Chicago, at 
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New Mexico’s landscape and artful 

products to match.
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watershed moment.
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“Live fast and travel young” fits 

Jennifer Cole’s family to a T.
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The XXII Winter Olympics.

66  TASTING NOTES  

Bloody Perfect
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Bloody Mary.
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Warsaw, With Gusto
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to the table.
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Dream Weavers

A decadent tradition endures at 

Florence’s oldest surviving silk mill. 
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My Five Travel Essentials

Emily Rupp looks for adventure 

beyond her office at the world’s 

largest public relations agency.

126  GREAT OUTDOORS

Adventure List

Ten trips to put the “wow” in 

your life.

134  CULTURE STOP 

Hidden in Plain Sight

Often overlooked, Ethiopia steps 

back into the spotlight.

142  SPA LIFE

Energy Source

Take a tour of The Joule hotel’s 

new spa with the woman behind it. 
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Kunal Kamlani

The president of Oceania and 

Regent Seven Seas Cruises travels 

far – and his passport tells the tale.
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Very Superstitious

Bring home a pocketful of fortune 

with good-luck charms from 

around the world.
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134
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Editor’s Note

travel suppliers, compare different options, 

and connect with your advisor as you begin 

to plan your trip. We’re especially excited 

about the site’s reviews and recommenda-

tions feature, which showcases feedback 

from Virtuoso travelers who have taken a 

trip. Read more on page 22.

Of course, you’ll find plenty of inspiration 

right here in this issue. We asked Virtuoso 

advisors their picks for the year’s emerg-

ing destinations, and highlight 14 favorites 

for 2014 on page 88. We journey through 

the kingdom of Bhutan on page 100 (that’s 

the country’s cliffside Tiger’s Nest Monas-

tery on our cover) and see Seoul through a 

colleague’s iPhone on page 120. (Associate 

art director Korena Bolding Sinnett was 

especially busy this issue, as she also hand-

lettered the words on our cover and in the 

Bhutan story.)

So, where next? Life is short. Book the trip. 

Live in the moment. As our cover urges – 

go now.

WHERE NEXT?

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

SCENES FROM THE ROAD: With ESPA founder Susan Harmsworth at her newest spa in Dallas’ 

Joule hotel (learn more on page 142); Virtuoso’s editorial and art team in Seattle; up in the 

air at the Virtuoso Chairman’s Event in Geneva (read about the trip on page 24); and a souve-

nir from a recent flight on KLM Royal Dutch Airlines (since the 1950s, the airline has gifted 

business-class passengers with genever-filled miniature Delft blue houses).

V
IRTUOSO LIFE HAS RACKED UP 

an impressive number of jour-

nalism awards over the last de-

cade, for everything from writing 

to photography, graphic design, cover art, 

and overall magazine excellence. Recently 

we won yet another accolade, and this latest 

one happens to be the best ever bestowed 

on us – the Gold Award for Best Travel 

Magazine from the Society of American 

Travel Writers Foundation’s Lowell Thomas 

Travel Journalism Competition. We took 

home a bronze in this same competition 

several years ago, and I was thrilled to keep 

company with such newsstand publications 

as Travel + Leisure, AFAR, National Geographic 

Traveler, and the like. To actually now top the 

list of every travel magazine out there is a 

huge honor, and a testament not just to the 

editorial and art staffers who create Virtuoso 

Life, but to the caliber of the Virtuoso network.

People ask how our small but mighty team 

does it, and part of the answer is: They’re 

amazingly talented, passionate about pub-

lishing and travel and pushing themselves 

to be more creative and innovative with 

every issue. We also have remarkable col-

leagues who help market, sell, print, distrib-

ute, and provide back-office support for the 

magazine. But I think the distinguishing 

difference that elevates Virtuoso Life above 

the others is the Virtuoso network itself. 

After all, luxury travel is a pretty heady 

niche, and we have access to an expansive 

portfolio of travel providers around the 

world who offer unforgettable experiences. 

And with 7,200 in-the-know travel advisors 

to turn to for advice and custom itineraries, 

we have an unmatched source for travel tips, 

insight, and firsthand expertise.

The great thing is, you do too. Your travel 

advisor has the connections and experience 

to plan whatever kind of trip you want, to 

wherever you want to go (as well as ideas 

you might not have considered). Looking for 

inspiration on where to go? Check out the 

new Virtuoso.com, where you can search 

V
HERE’S WHAT 
THE JUDGES 
HAD TO SAY:
“From cover to 

cover the maga-

zines are packed with 

treats for the readers. Issues feature 

interesting travel gear that will tempt 

the most hesitant shopper, travel tips 

throughout that will prove useful to any 

tourist, and an overall clean design that 

makes the publication appealing and 

easy to navigate. Stunning photogra-

phy captivates the reader, and useful 

maps, icons and graphics are provided. 

Virtuoso Life is pleasant to read and 

draws in the reader in such a way that it 

is hard to put down.”
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TRAVEL 
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From hanging ten 200 feet above the waves in our FlowRider® to ziplining nine decks high. From ordering a Venti skim 

latte at the fi rst Starbucks® at sea to sipping a frozen Labaduzee on our private beach at Labadee®.  From taking in Tony® 

Award-winning Broadway musicals like Chicago and Hairspray to taking the kids to watch acrobats splash down in the 

AquaTheater, another fi rst at sea. There is a place where one word says it all.  Destination WOW.

R

WE GIVE YOU SOMETHING IN THE

CARIBBEAN NO ONE ELSE CAN. 

*Onboard Credit (“OBC”) Of er applies to cruises booked Jan 1 - Feb 28, 2014.  Of er is valid on 6-night or longer Royal Caribbean International sailings departing Mar 1 - Dec 31, 2014, excluding Quantum of the Seas. Of er is applicable to oceanview and 

above stateroom categories; OBC amount varies by category and based on stateroom category purchased. Promo Code: YOURWOW is required and must be presented at time of booking. OBC amounts and promo code available on royalcaribbean.

com. One of er per stateroom. OBC is in U.S. dollars, has no cash value, is non-transferable, not redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used by 10:00 PM on the last evening of the cruise.  Of er may be combined with LAF and restricted rates 

(such as Seniors, Residents, Military). Of er is not combinable with any other of er or promotion, including, but not limited to, Interline, Travel Agent, Travel Agent Friends and Family, weekly Sales Events, Net Rates, Crown & Anchor Discounts, 

Shareholder Benefi ts or Next Cruise of ers, promotions, or benefi ts.  Single occupancy guests paying 200% cruise fare are eligible for Of er.  Prices and Of er apply to new individual bookings (not applicable to groups), are subject to availability and 

change without notice, capacity controlled, and may be withdrawn at any time. Refer to royalcaribbean.com for complete terms and conditions. Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and 

to change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. © 2014 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 13036480

Book any 2014 Caribbean cruise by February 28, and we’ll give you up to $300* to spend on anything you want. Use your 

credit on shore excursions, specialty dining, beverage packages, spa indulgences. It’s your WOW, your way.

FOR A LIMITED TIME

*Onboard Credit (“OBC”) Of er applies to cruises booked Jan 1 - Feb 28, 2014.  Of er is valid on 6-night or longer Royal Caribbean International sailings departing Mar 1 - Dec 31, 2014, excluding Quantum of the Seas. Of er is applicable to oceanview and 

above stateroom categories; OBC amount varies by category and based on stateroom category purchased. Promo Code: YOURWOW is required and must be presented at time of booking. OBC amounts and promo code available on royalcaribbean.

com. One of er per stateroom. OBC is in U.S. dollars, has no cash value, is non-transferable, not redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used by 10:00 PM on the last evening of the cruise.  Of er may be combined with LAF and restricted rates 

(such as Seniors, Residents, Military). Of er is not combinable with any other of er or promotion, including, but not limited to, Interline, Travel Agent, Travel Agent Friends and Family, weekly Sales Events, Net Rates, Crown & Anchor Discounts, 

Shareholder Benefi ts or Next Cruise of ers, promotions, or benefi ts.  Single occupancy guests paying 200% cruise fare are eligible for Of er.  Prices and Of er apply to new individual bookings (not applicable to groups), are subject to availability and 

change without notice, capacity controlled, and may be withdrawn at any time. Refer to royalcaribbean.com for complete terms and conditions. Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and 

to change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. © 2014 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 13036480
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Virtuoso® is the industry’s leading luxury travel network. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 340 agencies with more than 7,200 elite travel specialists in 20 countries in North and South America, the Caribbean, Australia, and New Zealand, as well as over 1,700 of the world’s best travel 

providers and premier destinations. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor or visit www.virtuosolife.com. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not 

include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For 

high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900 ext. 139; www.theygsgroup.com. Printed in the U.S.A. by Brown Printing Company, Minnesota. EDITORIAL: VLEditors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING OFFICES: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO 

LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 500, Fort Worth, TX 76102; www.virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST# 2069091; TA#808 - Registered 

Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. Copyright © 2014 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, Voyager Club, 

Virtuoso Life, and RETURN on LIFE are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd.  BEST OF THE BEST, ORCHESTRATE DREAMS, VIRTUOSO TRAVELER, EXPECT THE WORLD, VIRTUOSO, TRAVEL DIFFERENTLY, and THE TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO INSPIRED PURSUITS are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd.  Virtuoso, 

Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside of the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and are registered with the United States Patent and Trademark Offce, as well as numerous national trademark registries around the world.  All rights reserved.
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MAURICIO LEYTON

August 2, 1961 – December 1, 2013

Our beloved Virtuoso colleague  

and friend whose smile and spirit  

will be missed by all.

In Memory Of





VisitLauderdale

Goodbye stress, hello serenity. Sun 

your soul in Greater Fort Lauderdale. 

Plan your nama“stay” at sunny.org

Scan to see this 

sunny moment 

come to life.





VIRTUOSO LIFE   | www.v irtuoso.com20

Connections

DISPATCH 

“Designed to blend into the dramatic cliffs of the Greater Blue Mountains 

Area, a UNESCO World Heritage site, Emirates Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa 

is one of Australia’s best conservationist resorts. The Wolgan Valley 

is home to 120 wildlife species, so don’t be surprised to fi nd a curious 

kangaroo in your backyard. Make sure to check out the resort’s night-

spotting tour, as much of the wildlife is nocturnal.

“After a leisurely weekend in the valley – the perfect jet-lag recovery 

period – check into the chic and sexy Park Hyatt Sydney, a three-hour 

drive or 45-minute helicopter ride away. Book a waterfront Opera Deluxe 

room for views of the Sydney Opera House and stunning sunrises. For 

lunch, stop by Bondi Icebergs on Bondi Beach or, for a more laid-back 

vibe, try The Bucket List at Bondi Surf Pavilion for fantastic contemporary 

Australian/Mediterranean fare.”  – Erina Pindar, New York City

VIRTUOSO 
COMMUNITY

Advisor insight, traveler photos, and a look at the new Virtuoso.com.

Virtuoso advisor Erina Pindar recently visited 
Australia on a trip that combined countryside 
conservation and city style.

Read Virtuoso Life 
wherever you are by 
downloading our iPad 
and iPhone apps at 
www.virtuoso.com/
VLapps.

Tell us what you think – we’d love to 
hear from you!

Learn more at www.virtuoso.com.
Email us at VLeditors@virtuoso.com.

STAY CONNECTED

Digital Edition Feedback Online

WHO: Giovanna Canela, San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

WHERE: Marrakech. “This photo captures the experience 

of being in that incredible market full of color, interacting 

with the people, and feeling part of the city.”

WHERE NEXT: Cuba.

Send your best vacation pictures to VLeditors@virtuoso.com 
for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Life.

YOUR SHOT  
Photos from your travels. 

Pindar with agency owner 
Michael Holtz in Sydney and 
(right) in the Wolgan Valley.

Marrakech memento.



ntamed  BeautyU J
Majestic mountains, spectacular vineyards, breathtaking beaches, expansive game reserves and cultured 

metropolises where European and African influences intertwine, all combine to create the diverse fabric that 

embodies South Africa. Each visit to this magical place will allow you to discover something new. 

Cape Town is a laidback coastal city at the foot of Table Mountain and is home to some of the finest eateries and 

nightlife in all of South Africa. The Winelands, just outside of Cape Town, is a region rich in history with some 

of its vineyards dating back 300 years. The scenic Garden Route along the south shore is teeming with natural 

wonder where pristine forests open up to stunning views of the coral reefs just off shore. The former capital, 

Johannesburg, still remains the cultural center of the country with over 150 heritage sites. The Game Reserves 

allow you to experience the wild and true splendor of Africa while being surrounded by modern rustic luxury. The 

thunderous roar and mile-long curtain of water at Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe will leave you breathless.

Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Information is accurate at time of printing and is subject to changes. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing of this ad. Travel Impressions materials (including, 
but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall not be used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. 
CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, NEVADA #2004-0029, Washington UBI #602 425 801. LU142-13_DF_11.8.13

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL  

ADVISOR FOR RESERVATIONS.

Blyde River Canyon Cape Town
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Ready for your next trip or just seeking a midwinter pick-me-up? 

Check out the newly relaunched Virtuoso.com – your fi rst stop 

for top hotels, cruises, and tour companies. A few clicks reveal 

a wealth of custom travel experiences, exclusive Virtuoso perks, 

photos of suites and staterooms, and even digital links to your 

favorite award-winning travel magazine – Virtuoso Life. 

Easy-to-use fi lters let you set out on broad-based exploring 

or quickly zero in on options based on destination, trip date 

and length, travel type, or even specifi c amenities. Looking for a 

Hawaiian resort with sitter services and full-kitchen residences? 

Up pops The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua. Perhaps an Italian retreat in 

Campania with bike rentals and an outdoor pool? Benevello’s 

Relais Villa d’Amelia and Villa & Palazzo Aminta Hotel Beauty & 

Spa in Stresa have you covered. Select them both and compare 

them side by side with a single click, then connect with your 

travel advisor to start planning. (Those new to Virtuoso can also 

fi nd a travel advisor match.)

Best of all, the new site lets you report back to the Virtuoso 

community with reviews and recommendations. Unlike much of 

the Yelp-osphere’s unvetted commentary, only Virtuoso travelers 

who have recently visited a property or taken a trip or cruise can 

share their experiences. We especially like the tips included from 

users such as Farfi : “We thoroughly enjoyed our cruise aboard 

Regent Seven Seas’ Mariner. Our stateroom, 1107, could not 

have been better. Being Silver Level and having free Wi-Fi for the 

whole trip was a real plus. Our butler, Bish, was charming and 

attentive. All of the included tours are enjoyable. My advice is to 

select yours as early as possible: We were wait-listed on three 

and only one of those cleared for us to go.” 

REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Discover what fellow Virtuoso travelers 
are saying about their recent trips 
at Virtuoso.com. 

ESPRIT 

SAINT GERMAIN:

“Fantastic service, great 

location. Near many 

fun shops, restaurants, 

museums, and sites. 

Can’t wait to return.” 

– Rick

MICATO SAFARIS: 

“We carefully chose 

an African tour company we 

believed would provide the best 

services, stand behind its product, and 

not offer lame excuses. Micato proved 

its excellence in every way – including 

acknowledging an error and living up to 

its well-earned reputation to make it right. 

Not every company would do that, as we 

all know from experience. Micato did 

a remarkable job and is worth the 

money. Best personnel and logis-

tics around. Proud to tell the 

world.” – Brittany22

CAMBRIDGE 

BEACHES RESORT & SPA, 

BERMUDA:

“Just the way we expected it 

to be since we were last there in 

2008. A beautiful property with 

friendly, courteous, and helpful 

staff. Only drawback was the 

eliminated ferry ride from the 

property to Hamilton for 

shopping.” – REQ

Only Virtuoso travelers who have recently 
taken a trip can share their experiences. 
Here’s a sampling of what they’re talking 
about at press time.

Virtuoso travelers with participating 

advisors are invited to share their 

experience just days after returning from 

a trip, so please weigh in and help others 

make informed travel decisions.  
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Executives from Virtuoso’s top travel agencies 
discover the best of this European gem. 

SECRETS

hooting nearly 500 feet into the air, geneva’s 

Jet d’Eau fountain – one of the largest in the world – is a city 

icon. So when the CEO of Geneva Tourism & Conventions, 

Philippe Vignon, noticed it wasn’t working one morn-

ing, he immediately called to find out why (routine maintenance).  

“We are welcoming a VIP delegation of special Virtuoso guests to-

day,” Vignon exclaimed. “We need to turn the fountain back on!”

S
Waterworks:  

A Geneva icon and  

(inset) the Swiss flag.

Switzerland’s

Virtuoso Reports

It’s understandable that tourism officials 

want to make the best impression when Vir-

tuoso’s top travel agency executives come to 

town. Hosted this year by Switzerland Tour-

ism, along with 20 preferred providers, the Chairman’s Event is 

an annual recognition trip celebrating Virtuoso’s most successful 

agencies around the world. 



* Book a select 2014 Europe Avalon Waterways vacation to receive $500 off per person on the cruise/land or cruise only price. For A Taste of the Danube (WBV) the promotion applies only 
to the land inclusive price. Offer available on select dates of select cruises. Booking must be made, under deposit, and discount applied between January 8 and February 25, 2014 for travel 
at select times in 2014. Avalon and Royal Suites excluded. Not combinable with any other offer, other than Journeys Club Repeat Traveler beneft. Applies to new 2014 bookings only, and 
offer will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. Offer reliant on space availability at time of booking and may be withdrawn at any time. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional 
restrictions may apply.

Only On the Suite ShipS Of AvAlOn.
presenting the one-of-a-kind panorama Suites, featuring our 
unique Open-Air Balcony.sm We’re the only river cruise company 
who has fgured out how to make full use of the balcony experience 
in any weather condition, in any season, without compromising 
room space. We’re the only ones who thought of it, but anyone 
can enjoy it. How sweet is that?

to experience a river cruise beyond compare call your virtuoso travel Advisor today.

WE THOUGHT OF IT. YOU ENJOY IT.

Save $1,000  
per couple   

on select 2014  

europe river cruises.*
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“Switzerland was such a pleasant sur-

prise,” says Stacy Weigant, a travel agency 

executive in Miami Beach. “Many of us did 

the ‘rite of passage’ European tour after 

university but haven’t gone back to Swit-

zerland. Travelers tend to return time after 

time to Europe’s more popular destinations, 

such as Italy and France, without realizing 

that Switzerland has many of the same qual-

ities, plus many more hidden treasures. The 

beautiful scenery, great cities and towns, 

excellent food and wine, and an abundance 

of hotels and resorts, including 26 Virtuoso 

properties, are just a few of the reasons why 

travelers should visit.”

Virtuoso Reports

The Dolder Grand hotel in Zurich and (below) cruising Lake Lucerne. Right: Geneva state 

councilor Pierre-François Unger (on left) with Matthew and Jessica Upchurch at the town hall 

where the Geneva Convention was signed.



London  
CaLLing.

You ShouLd  
anSwer.

Receive a $200
per couple air credit 

on select 2014 aiR-inclusive  

euRope vacations.*

*Book a select 2014 air-inclusive Europe vacation to receive the $100 per person Air Credit. Valid on Globus vacations. Must be booked, under deposit and discount applied between January 1 and February 15, 2014 for travel in 2014. Not applicable to custom 
tours. Not applicable on instant purchase air. Applies to coach class only. Air must be purchased through Globus in conjunction with a Europe vacation. Air credit will apply to the per person air price and is non-transferable. Offers not valid with any other offer 
except Journeys Club Repeat Traveler beneft. Applies to new 2014 bookings only and offer will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. An additional $300 non-refundable deposit is required for air booked in conjunction with a land vacation. Once airfare is 
confrmed and we have received your full air and land deposit, your air-inclusive price is guaranteed. We reserve the right to ticket passengers upon receipt of full land and air deposit; any subsequent changes and/or revisions to airline reservations at your request 
after receipt of full land deposit are subject to revision fees and/or airline-imposed change or cancellation fees. These fees are a minimum of $300 and in some instances may be up to 100% of the ticket price. In addition, promotional discounts do not carry 
forward on changed air bookings. However, promotions in effect at the time of the change will apply. Total air price includes all government-imposed taxes and fees applicable at the time of booking. Air price, air tax and security fees are non-commissionable. 
Additional airline fees for baggage may apply. For the most current airline-imposed baggage fees, please check the following website, www.ifybags.com. Offer reliant on space availability. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

†Per person, land only price, based on double-occupancy air-inclusive pricing available.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel 

Advisor today to learn about 

Globus Britain vacations.
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“Domaine du Daley winery is in a beau-

tiful location, and we were there at the 

perfect time of year, when the harvest was 

in full swing,” says Sarasota-based agency 

executive Jon Sutter. “We tried chasse-

las, the white wine the area is known for; 

a rosé; and our favorite, a pinot noir. I 

bought one of each – good thing I always 

bring Bottle Armor [www.magellans.

com] to protect our purchases.” 

at two Virtuoso hotels, the classic Gstaad 

Palace and the new Alpina Gstaad, before 

boarding the Golden Pass scenic train and 

a belle epoque steamboat to Lausanne and 

the Lake Geneva region. There, we chose 

from activities at castles, churches, and 

chocolate factories. One group visited Swit-

zerland’s oldest winery, dating back to 1392, 

in the Lavaux region, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site on the shores of Lake Geneva.

Our group of 141 executives and their 

guests first gathered in Zurich at the famed 

Dolder Grand hotel, where we marveled at 

the remarkable multicourse dinner created 

by the hotel’s two-Michelin-star Restau-

rant – quite a feat for a party of that size. A 

private cocktail reception at FIFA’s world 

headquarters with the soccer association’s 

president was another Zurich highlight. 

The next day, we had lunch in Gstaad 

Virtuoso Reports

Did you know? Switzerland has four official languages: German, French, Italian, and Romansh.

Clockwise from left: Swiss cheeses on display, pomp and circumstance for Marina Linhares and Tomas Perez, and FIFA president  

Sepp Blatter welcomes Virtuoso.



WISH YOU WERE HERE.
(ACTUALLY, THAT’S A QUESTION.)

Azamara Club Cruises® is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines.

©2013 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Venice, Italy
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Virtuoso Reports

A few Switzerland musts: 
Making truffles with a pastry 

chef at the Lindt chocolate factory 
in Zurich. Taking in the 
countryside by rail on 

Switzerland’s Golden Pass 
scenic train. Winetasting at the 

terraced vineyards of Lavaux on 
the shores of Lake Geneva. 
Shopping for Swiss Army 

knives (which can be engraved 
while you wait) at Victorinox’s 

flagship store in Geneva.
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hood, with its small boutiques and quaint 

restaurants (don’t miss fondue at Café du 

Marché); later, we enjoyed a lavish barbecue 

created by Michelin-starred chefs from the 

city’s Virtuoso properties. Evenings were 

filled with an entertaining alpenhorn per-

formance at Le Richemond one night and 

private ice skating on our final night at La 

Réserve Genève.

“Our experience this year was much more 

than a ‘reward trip,’ and it was evident in the 

way each destination received our group,” 

says Matthew Upchurch, Virtuoso’s CEO.  

After a spectacularly sunny day, we recon-

vened for dinner at the Beau-Rivage hotel 

and an evening capped off with an impres-

sive fireworks show over Lake Geneva – 

complete with a full moon and the powerful 

Jet d’Eau. 

In Geneva, more chocolate awaited, as 

well as tours of a watch museum (some of us 

even purchased timepieces for the ultimate 

Swiss memento), the Red Cross Museum 

(highly recommended), and CERN, the Eu-

ropean Organization for Nuclear Research. 

One day we explored the Carouge neighbor-

A historic wine cellar in Lavaux and (inset) Ricci 

and Arie Zukerman. Opposite, clockwise from top 

left: Dani and Jay Johnson, Roger Hudson at work, 

ever-flowing chocolate, alpenhorn artist Eliana Burki, and vineyard views over Lake Geneva.

©2014 Avis Rent A Car System, LLC 100964-01

Choose from a lineup of luxury 

SUVs and make your winter 

escape in comfort and style.

For reservations, contact your 

Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

 SNOW  
 DAY
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Virtuoso Reports

tip
“When you buy a Swiss Pass with Rail 

Europe, the rail company is tied into the 
Swiss air travel network, so you can check 
your bags at the rail station and they will 
be transferred to your flight without you 

having to deal with luggage all across 
your journey.”  

– Ralph Iantosca, Dallas travel 
agency owner
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“Greetings by government officials, pri-

vate access, and never-before-done events  

are all a testament to the Virtuoso brand 

we have co-created with our network, and 

serve as recognition for the collective val-

ue and principles that define Virtuoso and 

our members.” 

Thanks to such a Swiss immersion, and 

to their relationships with on-site tour op-

erators and a plethora of preferred hotels 

in the country, these agencies are better 

poised to help clients make informed trav-

el plans and customize itineraries with 

firsthand insight.

“Switzerland is a destination I would 

highly recommend,” says Amanda Klimak, 

president of a Waterbury, Connecticut-

based agency. “The country is easy to navi-

gate by car, train, or bus, and the variations 

in culture among the different cities make 

it a fascinating destination. The people are 

friendly, the streets are clean, the trains are 

safe, and most of all, the views are to die for. 

This will definitely be one of my top five 

trips of a lifetime.”  

Michelin-starred chefs from Virtuoso’s Geneva-area hotels prepared an elaborate barbecue. Opposite, 

from top: Toasting the Dolder Grand’s gala dinner, Brian Robertson and Stephanie Anevich take in the 

Alps, and making chocolate bears at the Lindt factory in Zurich.

Peninsula Time

Resembling a gracious residence built in the classic Renaissance style, 

The Peninsula Beverly Hills is an exclusive oasis within

walking distance of the famous Rodeo Drive.  

Experience “Peninsula Time”, a unique amenity

that offers guests the luxury of checking in and out at any hour

of the day or night, with our compliments.

To enjoy the experience, please book through your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.



Welcome to Spain’s leading department store offering an exclusive selection of  the world’s fnest watch, jewelry and luxury lifestyle 

brands. Enjoy the comfort of  a complete luxury shopping experience in Madrid, including delicious dining and restorative wellness 

treatments, all available at the newly renovated El Corte Inglés Castellana. 

Step into a new world of  style.

AND ALBERTA FERRETI•BAUME&MERCIER•BOUCHERON•BREITLING•CALVIN KLEIN•CAROLINA HERRERA•CARRERAYCARRERA•CHÂTEAU LAFITE•CHAUMET

•CHOPARD•COACH•CUSTO BARCELONA•DUPONT•EMPORIO ARMANI•ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA•ESCADA•FAUCHON•FRANCK MULLER•GIRARD PERREGAUX

•GLASHÜTTE•HACKETT•HUBLOT•HUGO BOSS•JAEGER LECOULTRE•LACOSTE•LONGCHAMP•MARC JACOBS•MICHAEL KORS•MISSONI•MOSCHINO•PAL ZILERI

•PAUL&SHARK•PETRUS•PIAGET•RALPH LAUREN•ROLEX•TAG HEUER•TOD’S•TOMMY HILFIGER•VEGA SICILIA•VERSACE•VERTU•YVES SAINT LAURENT...

AND THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF INTERNATIONAL BRANDS

C A S T E L L A N A M A D R I D S P A I N

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROV ID ING YOU WITH THE BEST EXPER I ENCE
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Pandas  50 | Dublin  58 | Sochi, Russia  64 | Sunday Saviors  66 | Warsaw  70 | Italian Silk  80

{ DESTINATIONS, TRENDS, CULTURE, AND STYLE }

REPORTED BY MICHAEL FRANK, ELAINE GLUSAC, FRAN GOLDEN, AND JUSTUS JOSEPH

Lights, Camera, Action!
Bringing documentary filmmaking techniques to adventure travel, Tauck unveils a new series of Earth Journeys designed in part-

nership with BBC Earth, the influential producer of series such as Planet Earth. Launching this fall, the nature-focused trips offer 

screenings of specially created BBC films and access to filmmakers’ tools, such as motion-activated camera traps, thermal 

imaging and underwater pole cameras, night-vision goggles, and long-range microphones. The partnership debuts with a 13-day 

safari seeking the “big five” in Kenya and Tanzania; other opportunities include a safari in Botswana, South Africa, and Zam-

bia; tracking Manitoba’s polar bears; and an Antarctic cruise. Kenya and Tanzania safari departures: Multiple dates September 17 
through December 20; from $8,390.
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Passport

More than four hours of 

original videos play on seven 

large-scale screens through-

out the terminal, including 

the centerpiece: 72-foot-tall, 

four-sided Time Tower.

THE LAYOVER

LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
The just-opened Tom Bradley International Terminal puts the L.A. in LAX, 

with outlets from local chefs, brands, and retailers.

Popular chef Michael 

Voltaggio opened a branch 

of ink.sack, his upscale 

sandwich shop that deals in 

carefully sourced BLTs and 

banh mi. Local chain Umami 

Burger now offers breakfast 

burgers – topped with eggs 

and bacon lardons – 

to early-bird flyers.

Trendy clothing and acces-

sories fill fun Fred Segal, the 

newest branch of the upscale 

Santa Monica-based fashion 

emporium.

First-class flyers aboard the 

nine Star Alliance airlines have 

access to the new Star Alli-

ance Lounge, which features 

an outdoor terrace with fire 

pits and a water wall.

www.lawa.org.

Terminal 2’s orchid garden features 

butterfly, moth, and spider orchids as 

well as a rotation of rare species.

Interactive LCD towers greet travelers 

at the North and South gates’ entrance.

Etihad Airways sent 500 staffers to nanny school before unveiling its new Flying Nanny program on long-haul flights. Trained in child develop-

ment, these Mary Poppinses of the skies will assist in entertaining junior passengers by making sock puppets, performing magic tricks, giving 

galley tours, dispensing activity kits, and more.

See Eat & Drink Shop Relax



Delight in a journey as beautiful

       as the destination.





Where you’ll become familiar 

     with the unexpected.



SPRING EMPIRES AND HOLY LAND        from $4,999     Athens to Rome  •  15 days  •  April 22, 2014

SPAIN AND ITALIAN SPLENDORS        from $3,499     Barcelona to Monte Carlo  •  9 days  •  April 18, 2014

BALTIC AND ST. PETERSBURG        from $3,999     Stockholm to Copenhagen  •  7 days  •  May 25; June 27, 2014

GREECE AND DALMATIAN DELIGHTS        from $3,999   Athens to Venice  •  7 days  •  June 14; August 16, 2014

All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Government Fees and Taxes of $122.39 to $325.67 per person are additional. Information herein is 
accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2013 Seabourn.

RIVIERAS AND SPANISH SPLENDORS        from $5,699   Monte Carlo to Barcelona  •  10 days  •  July 2; August 1, 31, 2014



Complimentary in-suite bar stocked with your preferences 

Complimentary open bars throughout the ship

Complimentary welcome champagne 

Spacious all-suite accommodations

Tipping is neither required nor expected

Award-winning gourmet dining, and more

And discover the Seabourn Difference.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the 
World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager Club 
amenities including an onboard cocktail reception, shore event or 
shipboard credit on select sailings.
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Passport

GO LIKE A PRO

WHY NYC IN THE WINTER?

“The Knicks, Nets, Rangers, and Islanders; 
Fashion Week, Justin Timberlake, and Jay-
Z; Broadway’s neon lights... Also, Super 
Bowl XLVIII on February 2. We don’t stop.”

THE PLACE FOR COLD-WEATHER 

ESSENTIALS:

“Saks Fifth Avenue has the largest 
variety of designers and styles for 
hats and gloves.”

WHERE TO HEAD FOR SUPER 

BOWL ACTIVITIES:

“Broadway from 34th to 47th streets will 
be Super Bowl Boulevard, a football fan’s 
dream, with the Vince Lombardi Trophy 
display, nightly concerts, and football 
legends signing autographs. The 180-foot-
long NFL toboggan run will be the real hit!”  
  
BEST SPORTS BAR FOR THOSE 

WHO DON’T HAVE TICKETS: 

“The Royal below Union Square is great, 
with big screens lining the bar and every-
where you turn. Of course, many lounges 
will convert to sports bars with big-screen 
TVs – I know we’re doing it at the hotel.”

RECOMMENDED BROADWAY SHOW 

FOR SPORTS FANS:

“Jersey Boys: It’s nitty-gritty and real, 
and the music resonates with everyone. 
True Jersey!”

WHERE TO HEAD FOR PRE-THEATER DRINKS:

“Forty-eight Lounge is NYC chic, around 
the corner from all the shows, and not 
at all pretentious.”

COLD- VS WARM-WEATHER 

CHAMPIONSHIPS:

“If you can play it here, you can play 
it anywhere!” 

The bomb: Concierge Frederick Bigler 

goes deep on The Peninsula’s rooftop 

terrace – home to Salon de Ning, the 

hotel’s swank (heated) lounge.

Catch This
The Peninsula New York’s head con-
cierge, Frederick Bigler, has spent 
nearly three decades unlocking 
New York for hotel guests. Recently, 
the part-time screenwriter and for-
mer actor added another VIP client 
to his cadre: the Super Bowl. Bigler 
served on the bid committee and 
currently serves on the host com-
mittee to help the city pull off the 
first cold-weather NFL champion-
ship. Here’s his playbook for those 
visiting the city this season.
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Rebels with a Cause
Gustav Klimt helped lead Vienna’s Secessionist movement, which united artists 
critical of academic conservatism. From February 14 through June 15, the city’s 
Belvedere Museum explores the results with Vienna-Berlin: The Art of Two Cities, 
featuring Austrian painters Klimt and Egon Schiele as well as German artists 

such as Otto Dix and Rudolf Schlichter. www.belvedere.at.

High-Water Mark
London’s Tate Britain has 
finally fully recovered from 
1928’s Thames River flooding, 
thanks to a $70 million project 
to restore its original entrance, 
reopen the upper-floor rotunda, 
and chronologically reorder its 
display of British artworks from 
the 1500s to today. In addition 
to new galleries devoted to 
painter William Blake and sculp-
tor Henry Moore, the riverfront 
museum has refurbished its 
Whistler Restaurant and opened 
the Djanogly Café. www.tate.

org.uk.

The Czech 
Connection
Beyond the artists lining the 
Charles Bridge, Prague has 
developed a rich contemporary 
art scene, the focus of new 
behind-the-scenes atelier 

tours from the 161-room Four 

Seasons Hotel Prague. The 
three-hour private tours stop by 

three studios for one-on-one visits with painters working in styles ranging from 

figurative to graffiti. Tours from $405 for up to three people.

Frida at the Beach
Diego Rivera lived out his last two years in Acapulco at the mansion of one of 
his greatest patrons, Dolores Olmedo. Now her House of Winds, featuring six 
Rivera murals, including an exterior mosaic of the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl, has 
opened to the public as a cultural center, with an inaugural exhibit devoted to his 
wife Frida Kahlo. Avenida Costera Miguel Alemán 4834.

ART & CULTURE

OUT & ABOUT

As safaris go, tracking endangered snow leopards in the mountains of Mongolia, sleeping  
in the gers of local tribes, and traveling in the company of World Wildlife Fund biologists defne  
ambition. Nomadic Expeditions’ new 16-day trip to western Mongolia’s remote highlands gives 
fve intrepid travelers the chance to stalk the shy cats on two- to six-hour daily hikes at upwards 
of 8,000 feet. Departure: November 15; from $15,900. 

Small-Cat Safari

Art, clockwise from top left: Otto Rudolf Schatz’s Balloon Seller, a painting  

by Czech artist Jakub Svéda, and a Diego Rivera mosaic. Below: Cat camo. 
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THE STYLISH TRAVELER

HuMn Wallet 2 uses 
slim aluminum or 
carbon-fiber plates 
to sandwich cards, held 
together with an elastic 
band that also keeps 
your cash strapped. 
Customize your look 
with ten plate colors and 
four elastic options.

Würkin Stiffs struts 
out new colors inside its 
slim wallets, which range 
from simple credit card 
sleeves to options designed to hold larger foreign-currency bills. Beau-
tiful, but brainy too, both brands block radio-frequency signals 
emitted by RFID credit (and Global Entry) cards for added security. 
HuMn Wallet $76 to $114; www.humnwallet.com. Würkin Stiffs $45 to $85; 
www.wurkinstiffs.com.

Sodden travelers can take comfort in Hunter’s 
Original Packable Tour Boots. The classic 
rubber knee-highs roll down and stow away in 

their own drawstring bag for weather-
be-damned trips. $140; usa.

hunter-boot.com.

Two sleek, travel-friendly redesigns for menÕs billfolds.
Pocket Protectors

THE CASE FOR CLASS

VL: Tell us about the materials.

JF: The pieces are produced by artisans in the 

T. Anthony factory in Milan. The frames are 

handmade from imported Finnish marine 

plywood. They use three-ply canvas treated 

for water and stain repellency. The solid-nickel 

hardware is handmade and polished to a bright 

finish. Full-grain Italian leather is used for the 

binding and trim. The cases are bound using a 

special luggage sewing machine that sews 

completely through the wooden frame. 

VL: What surprised you about luggage design?

JF: How labor-intensive it is. True quality lug-

gage takes time to design and manufacture. It’s 

like a fine piece of furniture or a fine instrument. 

VL: What’s your favorite piece?

JF: The jewelry case. I love its intricate details, 

all of the compartments, the drawers finished so 

well, and the beautiful suede interior. 

Chatwal Collection ( yes, there’s a hat box) 
available at T. Anthony, 445 Park Avenue, 
New York; from $1,000.

The Chatwal, the Manhattan Theater District hotel that air-kisses the memory 

of steamer-trunk glamour, has teamed up with Park Avenue luggage legend 

T. Anthony. Their collaboration: a line of elegant hard-sided pieces that recalls 

an era before TSA wands. We asked hotel general manager Joel Freyberg (who 

dreamed up the line) about it.

Dry Goods

This jewelry 

case is the 

GM’s favorite.



FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL
YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

SAVE UP TO $1,500 PER STATEROOM
7-NIGHT MEKONG CRUISE STARTING FROM $1,149 PER PERSON
SAVINGS APPLICABLE ON JUNE — AUGUST 2014 DEPARTURES

Your choice of optional land extensions: 

8-night land extension for $2,099 per person
Hanoi  |  Ha Long Bay  |  Siem Reap  |  Ho Chi Minh City

OR 3-night land extension in Siem Reap for $799 per person

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE! $100 ONBOARD CREDIT PER STATEROOM*

®

2012 VIRTUOSO
®

Best River 

Cruise Line

WINNER

®

2013 VIRTUOSO
®

Best River 

Cruise Line

WINNER
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TECH

APP-TITUDE
Fumbling for how to say “I’m 
a vegetarian” in Turkish (or 
Slovak, Hungarian, Indonesian, 
or one of 36 other languages)? 
iTranslate Voice immediately 

listens to any phrase and speaks it in the 
language you need. The accuracy is incred-
ible; we tested French, Greek, and Japanese 
with fluent speakers and found the system 
almost never misspoke. And in most, but not 
all languages, it also translates the phrase into 
text so you can read it on-screen – ideal for 
loud settings. $1.99 for iOS; free for Android. 

Much like iTranslate, Google 
Translate has voice-to-text 
and voice-to-voice options. 
Better though, it’s fluent 
in 70-plus languages on 

iPhones (52 for Android phones), which 
makes it useful in extreme corners of the 
globe (hello, Azerbaijani, Lao, Marathi, and 
Hmong – plus a few tongues most of us 
haven’t even heard of). Only the Android 
version uses the phone’s camera to trans-
late printed text, but it’s the most accurate 
app we tested. Free for iOS and Android. 

We’ve yet to find the ideal app 
to scan and translate print. 
The leader so far: Pixter. 
Snap a photo of, say, a clearly 
printed menu in one of its 32 

supported languages, and it does a credit-
able job of translating “tripe” or other items 
you’d rather not eat or are allergic to. We’d 
appreciate context-based grammar; Pixter 
simply translates each word in a sentence 
and doesn’t ensure the words go well to-
gether. Regardless, it’s a handy tool, and 
often, all you need. $2.99; iOS only.

Three great translation apps, plus your need-to-know ally.

FAVORITE FIND Tired of monitoring your phone for that one important message while on vacation? AwayFind forwards e-mail from a pre-

set list of contacts and bounces all others with your “Out of Office” message. The app can forward them as texts or even voice mail, so you 

can turn off your phone’s e-mail and still stay connected with those at home or in the office. Translation: Skip the expensive overseas data plan, 

and go with your provider’s cheapest SMS/voice option. AwayFind monthly plans from $5 for iOS and Android. 

BOOKS

The Reading List

 PASSAGE TO BURMA BY SCOTT STULBERG (Skyhorse Publish-

ing, $45) After ten years of assignments and travel in Myanmar, 

photographer Scott Stulberg has published an intimate, diverse, 

and colorful portrait of the Burmese and their extraordinary 

country. With images that transport you to a world where magic 

is still possible in the quietest moments of discovery, this coffee-

table book captures the essence of why the country is one of the 

hottest travel destinations.

 THE CRANE WIFE BY PATRICK NESS (The Penguin 

Press, $27) Steeped in Japanese folk tales, Patrick Ness’ 

new novel follows the story of George Duncan, a working-

man plodding through life without direction or ambition 

until one cold winter evening when he finds an injured 

crane. Duncan pulls an arrow from its wing, allowing the 

bird to fly away. When a woman appears in his shop the next day, his world starts 

to shift in unexpected and unpredictable ways. Soft-spoken and commanding, 

she convinces him to collaborate on a series of artworks, pieces that twist the 

world with an indeterminately quixotic quality. Blurring the line between myth and 

reality, Crane leaves readers tacitly and passionately illuminated.

 AFRICA’S FINEST BY DAVID 

BRISTOW AND COLIN BELL (I Am 

EcoWarrior/Green Safari Publica-

tions; $95) Looking for an African 

safari lodge that supports conser-

vation? Find inspiration in Africa’s 

Finest, a new coffee-table reference 

book filled with wish-I-was-there 

photos of wildlife and wilderness, 

backed by solid research on the 

most eco-friendly lodges and camps 

across the continent and Indian 

Ocean islands. South African Colin Bell, co-founder of 

Wilderness Safaris, and fellow author David Bristow fer-

ret out the safari industry’s green-washers and money 

launderers to highlight true ecotourism leaders. 

  HOW TO BARTER FOR PARADISE BY MICHAEL WIGGE (Sky-

horse Publishing, $15) What if you could trade an apple for a pad 

in paradise? Would you do it? After 

waiting 25 years to realize his dream of 

having a house in Hawaii, Michael Wigge 

sets out to make it happen. Starting 

with one single, lonely apple, Wigge 

barters his way up. Fourteen countries 

and 150 days later, he’s haggled and 

negotiated his way to his final trade: a 

house in Hawaii. A truly rare narrative, 

this book offers a hilarious, refreshing 

perspective on travel – and how to 

make a deal.



WITH FEWER THAN  300 passengers, Windstar yachts explore tiny harbors and hidden coves where no one 

else can go. Large enough to engage and entertain you. Intimate and luxurious enough to make you feel like the luckiest, 

and most pampered guest on the seas. 

Virtuoso Exclusive - $200 Onboard Credit per stateroom on selected 2014 Europe sailings, if booked by February 28, 2014.

To reserve your Windstar voyage, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today.

FAR FROM THE CROWDS. CLOSER TO THE WORLD.

Shipboard credit of er is $100 per person (max $200 per stateroom). Of er is not combinable with any other promotional rate or amenity. Virtuoso Amenity is available only on 

select 2014 departures and is subject to change at Windstar's discretion. Cancellation penalties may apply.
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FOOD & SPIRITS

The new bar Scotch at Edinburgh’s 188-room Balmoral hotel claims the city’s largest collection of whiskies, 
at some 400 varieties. Trained “whisky ambassadors” (we didn’t know it was a job either), identifed by their 
traditional Kinloch Anderson kilts, advise on drams and which of the three Scottish waters on hand – from  

Speyside, Islay, and the Highlands – blend best. 1 Princes Street; 44-131/556-2414.

Dram It

Auberge Resorts has introduced culinary events across its properties, which include the likes of Napa’s Calistoga Ranch and South  
Carolina’s Inn at Palmetto Bluff. Two sunny suggestions: the weekly Mexican clambake ($135) at Cabo San Lucas’ 57-room Esperanza,  
held on the resort’s private beach, and its twice-weekly tequila-tasting class ($65).

The 740-room Arizona Biltmore opened a Prohibition-era speakeasy known as The Mystery Room 
in 1929 with a spotlight mounted on the resort’s roof to scan for Phoenix police. Now the period bar, 
with restored gold-leaf ceilings, Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Biltmore Block” walls, and vintage jazz on the 

playlist, has been reborn as a Sunday-only hideout. Admission requires a password, tweeted weekly: 
follow @ArizonaBiltmore. 2400 E. Missouri Avenue; 602/955-6600.

Hide and Tweet

Four hundred more reasons  

to end up at The Balmoral.

A classic Mystery story at the Arizona Biltmore.



A stay at Mandarin Oriental is special. A suite makes it extra special.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.



VIRTUOSO LIFE   | www.v irtuoso.com50

(B
L

U
E

 L
A

G
O

O
N

) 
P

E
T

E
R

 B
A

R
R

IT
T

/
A

L
A

M
Y

Bon Voyage

 Go cuddle a panda. On two Asia sailings 

in April, Crystal Cruises is offering a nearly 

irresistible chance to play with docile cubs

at China’s Chengdu panda research base. The 

five-day tour, offered on the 922-passenger 

Crystal Symphony’s 14-day Hong Kong-to-

Beijing sailing and its 13-day Beijing-to-Tokyo 

voyage, also features a stay in Lhasa, Tibet, to 

visit Potala Palace, Jokhang Temple, and more. 

Tibet and Chengdu extension from $7,400.
 Royal Caribbean International has rolled 

out four new city-stays on Atlantic Ocean 

crossings. Spend two or three pre- or post-

cruise nights in Reykjavík, London, Barcelona, 

and New Orleans with itineraries that include 

accommodations, transfers, city tours, and 

activities (for example, tickets to a West End 

show in London or a soak in Iceland’s Blue 

Lagoon). Added bonus: Book a balcony or 

suite and you’ll receive complimentary beer, 

wine, and premium spirits en route. 

LAND HO! 
TWO NEW CRUISE EXTENSIONS TO SHOUT ABOUT.

JAMES TAYLOR CALLING 
You’ve got a friend on a special Queen Mary 2 sailing.

ADVENTURE 
DISCOVERY

Warm and fuzzy: The Blue 

Lagoon and (left) a Chengdu panda.

Celebrities and Cunard go way 
back, and the tradition contin-
ues this summer when singer-
songwriter James Taylor and 
his band set sail from New York 
aboard the 2,260-passenger 
Queen Mary 2. Passengers can 
take in one of two intimate 
concerts by “Sweet Baby 
James” on the eight-day cruise 
to Southampton, England. 

Taylor’s take on transat-
lantic ocean travel? “It’s 
a wonderful way to get 
across,” he says. “It 
harkens back to another 
era.” Departure: August 27; 
from $1,698.

In March, Silversea Expeditions’ 128-pas-
senger Silver Discoverer joins the fleet. The 
all-suite vessel sails Asia-Pacific itineraries 
(Australia, Micronesia, Russian Far East) with 
a fleet of Zodiacs, a glass-bottomed boat for 
viewing reefs, snorkel and scuba equipment, 
and dive masters. A teaser: Explore Austra-
lia’s Kimberley Coast and Indonesia’s Leti 
Island on 11-day sailings between Broome 
and Darwin. Departures: Multiple dates April 2 
through May 2; from $8,950. 

Meet the musician at sea.

How Sweet It Is 
“I was on the James Taylor crossing in 2009. 

It was a thrill to hear him and his band in an 

intimate theater, as was getting to meet him 

after a Q&A session.”  – David Lowy, travel 

advisor, Vancouver, Canada



UNIQUE RECOGNITION

SIGHTSEEING DISCOUNTS

SPA DISCOUNTS & CREDITS

VACATION

LIKE A

VIP
myTime is a new

concept in vacations,
providing unique
recognition, extra

amenities & special
touches when

traveling – all at
no additional cost!

It’s myTime to receive*...
• My own private check in area & special wristband to signal VIP status
• Preferential seating & reservations at on site restaurants
• Pre-reserved sun beds, just for me
• Up to $100 in resort & spa credits and so much more!

To book a myTime vacation, contact your VIRTUOSO travel advisor!
*Amenities vary per resort. Valid for individual bookings only. All myTime offers are provided by our third party suppliers to myTime customers and are subject to availability.

myTime and any third party supplier may (in their sole discretion) substitute any of the offers for any other offer that is available for similar or no face value. All offers have no

cash value, are not combinable with any other offers and are not transferable. Any offers not used have no surrender value and are not redeemable for cash. ADV#875 SS 11/13

myTime Destinations: Aruba, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Curacao, Dominican Republic, Jamaica,
Puerto Rico, Saint Lucia, St. Martin, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Cancun, Riviera Maya, Los Cabos,
Puerto Vallarta, Costa Rica, Hawaii & the United States. Ask us for a complete list of myTime partners.
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Suite Talk

Among Raffl es Dubai’s 252 plush rooms, six stand out as the sole occupants of the 21,500-square-foot Dubai Floor – reserve them individu-

ally or as a single residence. Design elements such as keyhole doorways and lattice screens speak to the Persian Gulf locale in each of the 

rooms, which feature spacious terraces, four-poster beds, private bars, and walk-in showers. Guests have access to the services of a personal 

butler as well as to a private lounge serving complimentary breakfast, tea, and canapé-and-cocktail hour daily. Entire Dubai Floor from $23,135; 

individual suites from $1,115, including breakfast daily, a $100 dining credit, Wi-Fi, and a 50-minute spa treatment for two.

Inside our favorite splurge-worthy suites.
ULTIMATE UPGRADE

THIS ISSUE: DUBAI

SINNERS 
AND SAINTS
How to start 2014 off right: a gourmet 
beach dinner, or a jump-start on swim-
suit season? Guests spending five nights 
at Saint Lucia’s 78-room Sugar Beach, 
A Viceroy Resort can choose between a 
decadent tasting-dinner for two or a fitness 
and nutrition assessment followed by four 
personal-training sessions and a mas-
sage. Through March 31; doubles from $540. 

Floored, or fancy-free? Dubai’s top suite and (below) a cottage at Saint Lucia’s Sugar Beach.



Off er is based on availability, is capacity controlled, applies to select sailings and combinability with other off ers is subject to change or cancellation at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line’s discretion. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double 
occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing. Onboard Credit is in U.S. Dollars, per stateroom, applies to the 1st and 2nd guest on the reservation and may not be used towards service charges. Off er is available for all categories, including 
Suites and Villas. Onboard Credit is non-refundable, non-transferable and has no cash value. Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not 
responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2014 NCL Corporation Ltd.

INTRODUCING NORWEGIAN GETAWAY
Make Our Newest Ship Your 2014 Vacation Destination

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to receive $50 per stateroom 
On Board Credit on select sailings!

Deluxe Owner’s Suite in The Haven.

When Norwegian Getaway sets sail 

from Miami this February, you can 

be one of the fi rst to experience 

our newest, most innovative ship. 

Your family will love the spectacular 

entertainment options, including 

world-class magic at Illusionarium, 

performances of Legally Blonde and 

one of the largest Aqua Parks at 

sea. Set aside time for dining on the 

Waterfront, where you can enjoy 

gourmet cuisine in an outdoor setting. 

When you book a Suite or Villa in The 

Haven, you’ll be treated to exclusive 

amenities, including a private 

restaurant, courtyard and sundeck, 

as well as preferred seating at 

Broadway shows, priority specialty 

dining reservations and pre-cruise 

concierge service.

Enjoy the view over cocktails on the Waterfront.

Water fun for everyone.

EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
Roundtrip Miami

7 Days • Norwegian Getaway
Departs 2/8/14 – 12/27/14

Balcony fares from $999
Suite fares from $2,699
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Suite Talk

The classic hotel game room is 
back at Grand Velas Riviera 
Maya, updated for twenty-
frst-century teens with Xbox 
and PS3 devices alongside a 
pool table, air hockey, foos-
ball, and arcade games. For 
evening, the new teen lounge 
morphs into a club, com-
plete with a dance foor and a 
karaoke machine programmed 
with 45,000 songs in multiple 
languages. The 491-room 
all-inclusive resort has carved 
out a separate area for tots 
and kids ages 4 to 12, stocked 
with Wii games, crafts, and 
projected flms. From $295 per 
person, including round-trip 
airport transfers, all meals and 
beverages, and 20 percent of  
spa treatments.

Yes 
to the Dress

GAME ON

Two castaway St. Regis resorts 

have teamed with fashion design-

ers to offer wedding styles not 

sold elsewhere. In Puerto Rico, 

the 139-room St. Regis Bahia 

Beach commissioned American 

Lela Rose to create three curve-

hugging designs (one shown 

above) exclusively for guests, 

with fittings in her New York 

atelier. At its new bridal boutique, 

the 100-room St. Regis Bora 

Bora offers dresses for rent or 

purchase from Norwegian de-

signer Cecilie Melli, known for her 

classic, romantic looks. Lela Rose 

designs from $5,995; Cecilie Melli 

dress rentals from $625. 

The Peninsula Hotels’ 

Peninsula Academy 

brings new daylong 

insider experiences to 

all of its nine properties: 

The 314-room Penin-

sula Tokyo introduces 

guests to washi paper 

artist Eriko Horiki at her 

Kyoto workshop; the 

239-room Peninsula 

New York brings theater 

buffs backstage for tours 

and to meet Broadway 

actors; and the 370-

room Peninsula Bangkok 

arranges elephant-back 

vineyard tours. Pro-

grams appeal to both 

serious aficionados and 

playful dilettantes of all 

ages; for example, at the 

339-room Peninsula Chi-

cago, girls can play prin-

cess for a day, complete 

with a hair-and-makeup 

session, high tea, and 

a shopping spree in a 

flower-trimmed, horse-

drawn carriage.

FIELD 
TRIP

Princess training, Chicago style.
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ROBERT BLUE 
Stoneware dinner plate, $52, 

www.mociun.com

MOCIUN
Curved triangle 14-karat gold ring with 

turquoise, $557, www.mociun.com 

Inspired By

NEW MEXICO
COLOR

An artful desert landscape brightens  winter.

1.

2.

3.

 CISTHENE
Turquoise silk scarf, $225, 

www.cisthene.com (A
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BLUE SKIES AHEAD
Pink adobe walls, mesas painted with sage and lichen, the sunset-blushed 

Sangre de Cristo Mountains: Architecture and landscapes don’t get much more paint-

erly than in New Mexico. Its skies alone – searing blue by day, bedazzling at night– 

have doubtless spawned a thousand artworks (Georgia O’Keeffe, anyone?). 

Appreciate the whole package at the 57-acre Four Seasons Resort Rancho Encantado 

Santa Fe, a ten-minute drive from the city. There, 65 casita-style rooms have 

fireplaces for cutting through the high-desert winter chill and private outdoor 

terraces for drinking in the view – and maybe a nice glass of pinot. 

Doubles from $329, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

A new exhibit of her work opens Feb. 7 at the GeorgiaO’Keeffe Museum.

VIRTUOSO LIFE   | www.v irtuoso.com



For more information please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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City to Go

Out of 
The quay

favorite: riverfront Ferryman 

(35 Sir John Rogerson Quay; 

353-1/671-7053), a traditional 

wood-clad pub where the Guin-

ness seems to taste better than 

elsewhere. For something more 

stylish, hit the Rooftop Lounge 

(Grand Canal Square; 353-

1/687-5100) for great cocktails 

and even better views of Dublin. 

Feeling wild? Clubby quayside 

White Horse Inn (1 George’s 

Quay; 353-1/672-7597) is the 

spot to drink and dance, or, for a 

quiet wine and piano bar, try The 

Green Room Bar (117-126 Upper 

Sheriff Street; 353-1/894-4888) 

on the north side of the river. 

SHOP Minima (Hanover 

Quay; 353-1/633-7716) sells 

sleek furniture and household 

goods. Head to Green on Red 

Gallery (26 Lombard Street E.; 

353-1/671-3414) for contemporary  
a Dublin neighborhood’s watershed 
moment. By DAVID FARLEy

PHOTOGRAPHy By jAMES FEnnELL

GO fOr The Docklands, 

a near-abandoned riverfront 

warehouse district that started 

attracting developers in the last 

decade; soon, restaurants and 

galleries began popping up. And 

despite the economic downturn, 

the Docklands continues to thrive 

(Google and Facebook located 

their European headquarters 

here, and architect Daniel 

Libeskind designed its Bord Gáis 

Energy Theatre) as new estab-

lishments fick on their lights at 

a quickening pace. It’s not the 

Dublin of James Joyce and Oscar 

Wilde, but it’s wild in an entirely 

different and fun way – a locals’ 

alternative to touristy Temple Bar.  

EAT Dublin is a legendary 

drinking city, but its food has 

always gotten a bad rap. In fact, 

it’s full of inspired pub menus to 

go with all that Guinness – in  

the Docklands, in particular. 

Ely Gastro Bar (Grand 

Canal Square; 353-1/633-

9986) offers 30-plus craft 

beers for seared Irish Sea 

scallops and 16-hour roast-

ed leg of lamb. Next door, 

Herbstreet (Hanover Quay, 

Grand Canal Dock; 353-1/ 

675-3875) serves Irish-

oak-smoked salmon and 

a praiseworthy burger at 

outdoor tables with views of 

the Grand Canal. Across the 

river, MV Cill Airne (Quay 

16; 353-1/817-8760), a docked 

boat-cum-restaurant, turns 

out salads, fsh-and-chips, and 

steak on the upper deck. Set in 

a restored brick customs house, 

the Harbour Master (Customs 

House Dock; 353-1/670-1688) 

draws crowds for smoked duck 

breast and pan-fried cod.

DrINK You’re never short 

a pint in the Docklands. One 

Clockwise from top: Ely Gastro 

Bar and dry-aged beef from its 

farm, Samuel Beckett Bridge, 

and our pick for a pint.

Irish and international artists, 

or tour working studios in a 

converted sugar refnery at The 

Design Tower (Trinity College 

Centre, Grand Canal Quay; 353-

1/677-0107).

STAY Not far from the Dock-

lands and just across from Trinity 

College, The Westin Dublin 

offers a lively social scene and 

163 bright rooms with buttoned 

leather headboards. (Doubles 

from $260, including breakfast 

daily and afternoon tea once dur-

ing stay.) Facing the Government 

Buildings, the elegant Merrion 

presides in the heart of Dublin 

with 142 rooms inside restored 

eighteenth-century town houses. 

Drop by the basement Cellar Bar 

for a convivial nightcap. (Doubles 

from $369, including breakfast 

daily and two cocktails and ap-

petizers at the Cellar Bar.)



Last Chance to Save up to $6,000 on Antarctica
Cruise on board luxurious ‘Le Boreal,’ chartered exclusively for A&K.

Choose from four extraordinary Antarctic expeditions that reveal the region at its stunning best. Set out on twice-daily shore 
excursions with the fnest naturalist guides in the region, and explore the White Continent with the company with 23 years of 
polar cruising experience.

Book a 2014-15 Antarctica voyage by February 28, 2014, and save up to $6,000 per cabin. 

For more information, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Prices quoted are per person, double occupancy and are subject to change. Antarctica early booking discount is limited to double occupancy bookings only in cabin categories 1-3.  
Ofer is not valid for single bookings, is subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. Please see abercrombiekent.com for full terms and conditions. Other restrictions may 
apply. ©2013 Abercrombie & Kent USA, LLC CST#2007274-20



Interview

I travel to see new 

horizons, try new foods, 

show the girls places they’ve only 

read about in schoolbooks. I want 

to meet interesting people and 

experience beautiful destinations.

Here’s another reason: 

Watching the kids learn to 

snorkel in the Turks and Caicos, 

and the moment they realized 

there were fi sh like those they 

had seen in Finding Nemo. That 

was priceless.

For romance, Miami, defi -

nitely. The Ritz-Carlton, South 

Beach has a fantastic location 

and you can walk anywhere. 

We stayed there for our an-

niversary and came back from 

ike so many things in her life, Jennifer Cole, a physical therapist near Ithaca, New York, divides her travels in two. 

The mother of identical twin 9-year-old girls, Abby and Katie, takes trips with the whole family and trips alone with 

her husband, Steve, an electrical engineer. “It’s either bring the kids and have a blast, or do the romantic thing and 

sleep late and reconnect,” she says. “I absolutely love both.” Atlanta-based Virtuoso advisor Laura Allen is single-

minded about creating the best getaways at the greatest value, no matter how many Coles are traveling. 

L

“Live fast and travel young” fits Jennifer Cole’s family to a T.
INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Why I Travel

dinner to Champagne and rose 

petals on the bed. 

Everybody deserves to 

travel at their own pace.

The girls want to do a million 

activities, I like to lounge, and 

Steve is really into club SCCA 

race-car driving. Laura’s great 

about fi nding a happy balance 

wherever she sends us. 

Don’t be fearful of the 

world. If the girls learn anything 

from traveling, I hope that’s it. 

Jamaica was 

memorable. Katie 

swam with dolphins. 

We stayed at one of my 

favorite hotels ever – 

Half Moon at Montego Bay – 

and canoed and paddleboated 

right there. Steve didn’t know if 

it would be a good family trip, 

but Laura convinced us, and 

she was right.

The secret to a long, 

boring stretch of travel 

is a combination of stuffed 

animals, new boxes of crayons, 

books about horses, an iPad 

loaded with Minecraft and 

Temple Run, and two good sets 

of headphones. 

Anguilla’s great for 

families: serene, relaxing – 

perfect. We stayed at Viceroy 

Anguilla, where Laura got us 

double-upgraded to a three-

bedroom rooftop penthouse.

I hate junk, but I want 

some memento of our 

trips. I make mugs from the 

best photographs. That way, 

you get to remember your 

favorite travel experiences 

every morning. 

Every place is on my list, 

even places I’ve visited before. 

I’d like to eat my way through 

New Orleans and Italy. I want to 

take a couples-only trip to Bora-

Bora and Saint Lucia. It would be 

fun to do a safari in Africa with 

the kids. I’d go back to Miami 

and the Turks and Caicos. Where 

don’t I want to go?

From left: Family time in 

Puerto Rico and a South 

Beach celebration. 
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WHERE NEXT?
“Laura’s planning a Vegas trip for Steve’s birthday. We’re staying at 

the Mandarin Oriental and he’s doing the Dream Racing experience 

at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. He’ll drive too fast, and I’ll have fun 

watching him have a ball.”





Only Regent Seven Seas Cruises offers FREE UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS in  

EVERY port-of-call. And unlimited means you can take as many excursions in a day 

and during your entire voyage as time and your penchant for adventure allows.  

Shore excursions are the heart of every destination, a way for you to experience  

the history, culture and cuisine of the exciting ports of call visited. Enjoy exploring 

the cobblestone streets of Santorini, Greece. Participate in a winery tour and tasting 

of Sicily’s most famous wines in Trapani, Italy. Or, simply discover Dubai on your own.  

All yours to experience on our FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions.

♦  2-for-1 Fares 

plus FREE Roundtrip Air*

♦  Early Booking Savings  

of up to $8,000 Per Suite  

♦  FREE Roundtrip Business Class Air*†

♦ FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

♦ FREE Luxury Hotel Package††

♦  FREE Transfers Between  

Airport and Ship

♦  FREE Prepaid Gratuities

♦  FREE Open Bars and Lounges PLUS 

In-Suite Mini-Bar Replenished Daily

♦  FREE Specialty Restaurants

explore. . .

IT’S ALL INCLUDED.



MEDITERRANEAN VOYAGES

7-20 NIGHTS  |  APRIL THROUGH AUGUST 2014

Seven Seas Voyager® and Seven Seas Mariner®  

All Ocean-View Suites, All with Private Balconies and Only 700 Guests

Enticing Destinations Include: Albania, Bulgaria, Crete, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, England, 

France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Oman, Portugal, 

Romania, Russia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine and United Arab Emirates

Limited Time Ofer. All fares and ofers are per person (unless otherwise noted), for new bookings only, capacity-controlled and subject to availability, may not be combined with other ofers and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. At time of purchase, fares 
may be higher. For current fares and promotional ofers, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. 2-for-1 Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; fares may not include Personal Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defned in the Guest Ticket Contract.  

*Air Inclusive Program applies to economy, roundtrip fights only from select U.S. & Canadian gateways and includes transfers between airport and ship: ATL, BOS, CLT, DFW, DEN, EWR, FLL, IAD, IAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MIA, MSP, ORD, PBI, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, 
YUL, YVR and YYZ. Supplement applies for all other gateways. Advertised fare includes all air surcharges, airline fees, and government taxes. †FREE Business Class Air upgrade applies to Penthouse Suites and higher. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not 
limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating may apply. For details, visit explorefightfees.com. Air routing, scheduling and carrier are at the discretion of Regent Seven Seas Cruises. Due to government regulations, if you are delayed or unable to board at embarkation, 
you may not be able to board at a later time. In such event, Carrier shall have no liability to refund any Cruise or CruiseTour Fares. Business Class Air applies to international fights from the gateways mentioned above and may not apply to U.S. domestic or intra-continental 
fights within North America, Europe, South America, Asia or Africa. Business Class fights beginning or ending in HNL require a supplement. Air Inclusive Program and Air Upgrade ofers are not combinable with 3rd and/or 4th guests in a suite. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursion 
reservations are on a frst-come, frst-served basis and subject to availability. Restrictions and cancellations penalties may apply. ††FREE 1-Night Pre-Cruise Luxury Hotel Package applies to guests 1 and 2 only in Concierge Suites and higher and is not available for new bookings 
made within 60 days of departure. For existing bookings, guests may not transfer to alternate hotel within 60 days of departure. Hotels are subject to change without notice. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all 
fares or promotional ofers at any time. Complete pricing terms and conditions and Guest Ticket Contract can be found at www.RSSC.com. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas ©2014 Regent Seven Seas Cruises®

NA_JAN14225

All Featured Voyages Include: VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

UP TO 65 FREE UNLImITED SHORE EXCURSIONS INCLUDED

A SAmPLING OF FREE UNLImITED SHORE EXCURSIONS

DUBROvNIk, CROATIA

BICYCLE ADVENTURE IN KONAVLE VALLEY

Enjoy a bike tour through the countryside passing vineyards along  

the Ljuta River. Snack on some regional cuisine at an old mill before

continuing to Brajkovic for a wine tasting.

Price $149  . . . . . . . . now FREE

PORTOFINO, ITALy

PORTOFINO & SANTA mARGHERITA

Ascend through narrow streets, passing beautiful villas with lush, tropical 

gardens. There are many attractions along the way on this scenic tour,

such as the church of St. George, built on the site of an ancient sanctuary.

Price $129 . . . . . . . . now FREE

PALMA DE MALLORCA, SPAIN

PANORAmIC VALLDEmOSSA

A splendid landscape of mountains and plains flled with almond and 

olive trees greets you, en route to valldemossa, a peaceful town which

has served to inspire musicians, and painters.

Price $129 . . . . . . . . now FREE

SANTORINI, GREECE

WINDmILLS & AmAzING AKROTIRI

Explore the landmarks of Santorini, including ancient ones that reveal 

what life was like 3,500 years ago when a volcanic eruption left a huge 

caldera in the island’s center.

Price $119 . . . . . . . . . now FREE

April 28 ~ Dubai to Rome

May 2 ~ Rome to Istanbul

May 18 ~ Rome to London

May 19 ~ Athens to Barcelona 

July 9 ~ Rome to Venice

July 19 ~ Venice to Istanbul 

August 8 ~ Athens to Istanbul

August 27 ~ Athens to Barcelona

2-FOR-1 FARES from $6,999 PER PERSON

2013 VIRTUOSO
®

Best Luxury 
Cruise Line

WINNER

®
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By the Numbers

 Sochi 2014
WINTER OLYMPICS
The world’s greatest winter sporting 
event kicks off February 7 in Russia. 
A breakdown of the XXII Winter Games.

Total 
gold medals 
embedded 

with meteorite 
fragments.

They’ll be awarded to 
winners on February 
15 to commemorate 

the Chelyabinsk mete-
orite strike’s one-year 

anniversary.

Mascots: 
 (Amur leopard,
European hare,    
 polar bear)

Flowers planted 
for landscaping: 

Self-infl icted PR crises so far:                
(Russia’s anti-gay propaganda law)

Comedies inspired by bobsleigh teams 
               (Cool Runnings)

Torchbearers: 

Events making 
Olympic debuts: 

Including luge team re-
lay, women’s ski jump-

ing, and ski halfpipe

Countries 
participating:

Grams 
of gold in a gold 
medal: at least 

 per International 
Olympic Committee regula-

tions. Solid-gold medals were 
last given out at StockholmÕs 
1912 Summer Games; today, 

theyÕre 92.5 percent 
sterling silver.

mph: Top speed 
on bobsleigh 

course
                                           degrees:   

The subtropical city’s average 
February high. Offi  cials have stock-

piled enough artifi cial snow to 
fi ll 200 Olympic swimming 

pools.

Rockets 
used to 

carry the 
Sochi 
torch: 

Percent 
chance of 

looking 
respectable 
earning your 
ticket during 

rush hour: 

14,000

12

350,000+

7

49

1

1

1
0

80 to 90

85

3
30

6

Number of squats to 
perform before an 

Olympic-themed subway 
ticket machine in Moscow 

for a free ride 

Sochi’s Iceberg Skating 

Palace and (below)

Bolshoy Ice Dome.



Discover Auckland, New Zealand, where big city style and natural beauty go hand in hand. 

Dine on the fi nest Pacifi c-Rim cuisine in the fi ve-star restaurants that line the waterfront 

and shop for designer labels in the heart of the city. Just moments away are the 

emerald islands of the magnifi cent Hauraki Gulf. Sip on award-winning vintages 

amid stunning scenery on Waiheke Island, New Zealand’s own island of wine. 

In Auckland, you can create your own perfect escape. 

To book your Auckland vacation, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today. 

D
E
S
T
2
7
3

Escape to a place 
where the city 
meets the sea. 
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hether for brushing 

off last night’s excess or 

easing into a friendly week-

end gathering, the Bloody 

Mary is a classic, but today’s savory  

vodkas from craft distillers take it in new 

directions on the flavor wheel. 

I prefer not to fuss too much with the 

basic recipe and its de rigueur celery 

stalk swizzle stick (has there ever been 

a better use for celery?), but other fresh 

or preserved veggie garnishes – radishes, 

pimiento-stuffed green olives, pickled 

onions – make colorful, tasty additions. 

Lime rather than lemon lends a tropical 

note, and rimming the glass with cayenne 

adds another layer of heat and flavor. Add a 

dash of Pernod for a Bloody Marie, or sub-

stitute a clean silver tequila for a Mexican-

accented Bloody Maria. Fans of “skinny” 

cocktails will like their Bloody made with 

tomato nectar instead of juice; try Luke’s 

Heirloom brand (“tomato juice without 

the pulp”). 

W

New vodkas gussy up 
our favorite brunch 
cocktail. By ANTHONy DIAs BLUE 

PHOTOGRAPHy By CHRIs PLAVIDAL  

sTyLING By HEIDI ADAMs

PERFECT

THE COCKTAIL

Bloody Mary

2 ounces vodka 

4 to 6 ounces tomato juice or tomato nectar

1 tablespoon lemon juice

¼ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

several dashes Tabasco sauce

Pinch of white pepper 

several pinches of celery salt, or to taste

½ teaspoon chopped dill (fresh or dried)

In a shaker, mix all ingredients with ice. Strain 

the mixture into a chilled Collins glass. Add addi-

tional ice cubes if necessary. Garnish with a celery 

stalk – or a garden’s worth of goodies.

Royal roots:  

It’s named after 

Queen Mary I of 

England, who was 

notorious for  

chopping off heads 

on a whim.
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Tasting Notes

Bloody



Visit www.southafrica.net

South Africa is famous for BIG 5 wildlife, but there are 
countless other experiences to make your visit 
even more memorable.

Inspiring new ways

Just one of the thousands
of discoveries that make
South Africa so unique

Madikwe Game Reserve, North West Province

Visit us online and share Your BIG 5 experiences.  
Let us inspire you with all that South Africa has to of er.

                    www.southafrica.net
                        VisitSouthAfrica
                        @SouthAfrica #MyBig5
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Tasting Notes

THE VODKAS

➊ OOLA ROsemARy VOdkA ($32)  

The rosemary nose and flavors of this 

Pacific Northwest vodka are charming 

but subtle enough not to overpower your 

cocktail – which should be called a Bloody 

Rosemary, of course.

➋ squARe One BAsiL VOdkA ($35) 

Mellow and somewhat exotic with elegant 

notes of pepper, citrus, and garden herbs, 

it’s ideal for tomato-based cocktails. 

➌ The BAy seAsOned VOdkA ($26) 

It’s flavored with the traditional Chesa-

peake Bay herbs and spices that bring  

to mind the famous crab seasoning.  

Green herbal notes lead to kicky pepper 

and a salty finish.

➍ CRATeR LAke PePPeR VOdkA ($25) 

Five different sweet and hot peppers raise 

the temperature on this boutique vodka 

from Oregon.

➎ nAked JAy Big diLL VOdkA ($15) 

Brunch-time Bloody Mary fans need look 

no further for the perfect savory vodka. It’s 

tangy and authentic – but leave out the salt.

➏ kARLssOn’s gOLd VOdkA ($32) 

Made in southern Sweden from virgin new 

potatoes, this classic spirit has a lush, silky 

texture and a long, lovely finish. A vodka  

for purists.  

➊ ➌

➋

➍

➎

➏

mARy mAkeRs
How one hotel brand celebrates 
its signature cocktail.

We don’t know definitively where the Bloody 

Mary was invented, but one thing’s for sure: 

The King Cole Bar at The St. Regis New York 

has been serving them since 1934. Today, 

each of the 31 St. Regis outposts celebrates 

the hotel’s history with its own twist on the 

classic recipe. Here’s a sampling:

The hotel: Beijing

The twist: Tsingtao beer

The hotel: Bora-Bora

The twist: Watermelon

The hotel: Princeville, kauai

The twist: guava-smoked

sea salt

The hotel: 

Washington, d.C.

The twist: Old Bay 

seasoning, shrimp

The hotel: Florence

The twist: Rosemary, 

acacia honey

The hotel: singapore

The twist: Lemongrass, 

ginger, chiles



On board majestic QUEEN MARY 2,® a Cunard Transatlantic Crossing is a remarkable sojourn that truly exceeds  

all expectations. With a unique sense of adventure, the sense of escapism is unrivalled.

2014 TRANSATLANTIC CROSSINGS — Balcony Fares From:

Join James Taylor on the 27 August Crossing! Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve your voyage today! 

†On Board Credit offer based on balcony and above categories. All values are per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Singles paying the single supplement earn the equivalent of the per stateroom  

On Board Credit.

*$1,848 fare is based on category BD for the 6/13/14  Queen Mary 2 Transatlantic Crossing voyage, $2,586 fare is based on category BC for the 8/27/14 Queen Mary 2 Transatlantic Crossing voyage, $2,397 

fare is based on category BC for the 10/8/14 Queen Mary 2 Transatlantic Crossing voyage. Fares are per person, quoted in U.S. dollars, do not include air travel, are voyage only, based on double occupancy, 

applies to the frst two guests in a stateroom and does not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth guests. Fares apply on a space-available basis at time of reservation, were correct at time of printing and are subject to 

change. Fares for other categories not shown vary. This offer is capacity-controlled, is subject to change and may not be combinable with any other public or past guest discount. Offer is available to residents of the 

50 United Stated, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older. Government fees and taxes are additional, are subject to change, are $77 per person and may be higher 

for Canadian residents. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Please refer to the applicable Cunard brochure for terms, conditions and defnitions that apply to all bookings. Certain restrictions apply. 

Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. ©CUNARD 2014.

VIRTUOSO
EXCLUSIVE

Receive up to $200 On Board  
Credit† per stateroom and more on  

select crossings!

New York to  
Southampton
7 DAYS

$1,848*
13 JUN & 20 JUL

New York to  
Southampton
8 DAYS

$2,586*
27 AUG

Southampton to  
New York
8 DAYS

$2,397*
8 OCT
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hen I TeLL FRIenDS ABOUT my RecenT TRIp TO WARSAW, They ARe InvARIABLy SURpRISeD 

to hear how great the food was. Most Americans’ ideas of Polish cuisine, it seems, still stem from 

erstwhile tales of hardship and deprivation, when Poles had to make do with boiled potatoes and 

pickled cabbage. Warsaw has evolved into an energetic city with a robust roster of restaurants that 

deliver inspired international menus and homegrown haute cuisine. 

While my mission was to explore current food trends, it’s hard to understand how far Warsaw has come with-

out delving into its complicated history, so my journey began at one of the city’s few remaining bar mleczny, or 

W
Sweet nature: An 

Atelier Amaro dessert 

riffs on the forest 

floor with mushroom-

shaped cheesecake, 

quince “puffballs,” 

and edible “soil.”

Poland’s capital turns its attention to the table.
By PAOLA SINGER   PHOTOGRAPHy By MIcHAL LUczAk

WARSAW, WITH GUSTO



Virtuoso amenities may be subject to availability at check-in and may change without notice. Subject to availability and change; certain restrictions and blackout dates may apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Journese acts only as an 
agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST 1007939-10. UBI 601 915 263. TAR 5308. Copyright © 2013 Journese. All Rights Reserved.

The Luxury Brand of Pleasant Holidays

The Kahala Hotel & Resort, Oahu

Sugar Beach, A Viceroy Resort, Saint Lucia

Grand Velas Riviera Maya, Mexico

Paris, France

Alice Springs, Australia

Wellington, New ZealandWellington, New Zealand

LIFE’S EPIC JOURNEYS
GO BEYOND SIMPLE TRAVEL TO EXPERIENCE YOUR BUCKET LIST AS YOU’VE ALWAYS ENVISIONED. 

WHETHER YOU DESIRE INVIGORATING ADVENTURE, TRANQUIL REPLENISHMENT OR SOMETHING IN 

BETWEEN, WE HAVE EVERYTHING AT OUR FINGERTIPS TO BRING YOUR DREAM TO FRUITION.

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

OAHU

The Kahala Hotel & Resort

Virtuoso Amenities: Daily 

breakfast | $50 spa credit | 

welcome card | room upgrade | 

late check-out

MEXICO

RIVIERA MAYA

Grand Velas Riviera Maya

Virtuoso Amenities: Welcome 

note and bottle of tequila | spa 

savings | airport transfers

CARIBBEAN

SAINT LUCIA

Sugar Beach, A Viceroy Resort 

Virtuoso Amenities: Daily breakfast | 

$100 resort credit | room upgrade

Australia | Caribbean | Cook Islands | Costa Rica | Europe | Fiji | Mexico | New Zealand | Nicaragua | Tahiti | T e Hawaiian Islands | United States



If BLEED, make it ft and center in 
the DARK GRAY BOX.  

Ads should have been designed 
with bleed on all sides for balance 

when imported.

If NON-BLEED, make it ft and cen-
tered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

There are NO FOLIOS 
 for 1/2-page ad pages.
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Global Gourmet

culinary map earlier this year when his rela-

tively new establishment earned a Michelin 

star – the country’s first. Amaro’s menu 

is utterly innovative. His dining room –  

a hushed, sparsely furnished glass-walled 

rectangle surrounded by greenery on the 

edge of Łazienki Park – is one of the city’s 

most modern, with a clientele of stylish  

“milk bars.” These simple food halls were 

once state-subsidized cafeterias that of-

fered workers dairy products and hot meals. 

Many types of customers frequent milk bars 

today, from elderly stalwarts who have eat-

en there all along to twentysomethings who 

see them as cool artifacts. 

I hailed a taxi to Praga, a middle-class 

district of low-lying tenements, graffitied 

walls, and mom-and-pop stores on the east-

ern bank of the Vistula River. To get to Pra-

ga, I passed through Stare Miasto, the mag-

nificently reconstructed historic district, 

with its striking red-brick spired castle, 

then crossed the Ślasko-Dabrowski bridge 

above the winding waterway that bisects 

the city. In Bar Zabkowski an elderly man 

sat motionless by the window, the sun illu-

minating his wrinkled face and threadbare 

wool jacket. The kitchen turned out appe-

tizing dishes – steaming cheese-filled piero-

gi, tangy beet soup, sweet jammy pancakes –  

that cost no more than a couple of dollars 

each. The food has improved since Commu-

nist times, but the rock-bottom prices and 

no-frills service remain. 

DINNER AT ATELIER AMARO LATER ThAT 

night presented a diametrically different 

experience. Forty-one-year-old Polish-born 

Wojciech Modest Amaro put Poland on the 

Warsaw’s Royal Castle at the entrance to the city’s  

Old Town and (above) a liqueur made with plums  

and cherries at Atelier Amaro.

Where in Our 
World would you 

Like to go?

Ask Your Virtuoso Travel Expert 

for a 

Custom Designed Pampered Adventure
by ladatco tours 

• Argentina • Belize • Bolivia • Brazil • Chile • Colombia •

• Costa Rica • Ecuador • El Salvador • Guatemala • 

• Honduras • Nicaragua • Panama • Paraguay • Peru •   

• Uruguay • Antarctica • Falkland Islands •

Peru

Chile

Galapagos

Antarctica

Brazil



AD XXXXX

If BLEED, make it ft and center in 
the DARK GRAY BOX.  

Ads should have been designed 
with bleed on all sides for balance 

when imported.

If NON-BLEED, make it ft and cen-
tered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

There are NO FOLIOS 
 for 1/2-page ad pages.

European movers and shakers. Amaro 

learned from the best: Ferran Adrià and 

René Redzepi are among his mentors. After 

working abroad for almost a decade, he re-

turned home in the early 2000s determined 

to unearth Poland’s rich prewar dining tra-

ditions. “My mission is to bring old and for-

gotten ingredients back to life,” he says, “to 

rediscover Polish cuisine, and create Polish 

cuisine of the twenty-first century.”

At Atelier Amaro, a wispy slice of blanched 

broccoli arrived with a crown of tiny sweet-

millet flowers. Then came a buttery-soft 

deer tartare with caraway oil topped by 

powdered foie gras, followed by a sous-vide 

veal medallion with salsify gnocchi, aged 

Bursztyn cheese, and tarragon-and-sage 

pesto. Each of the five outstanding courses 

arrived with a bespoke local spirit. My fa-

vorite: a smoky liqueur made with plums 

and cherries, barrel-aged for eight years. 

EMBOLDENED BY AMARO’S PIONEERING  

work (and his success), other Polish 

chefs are looking to their homeland for  
New Polish flavor: Sommelier Mariusz Jasiura in Winosfera’s wine shop and (right) pike perch with  

saffron and begonia at Atelier Amaro.

With every spectacular sunrise, opportunity and adventure dawn across the picturesque Kenyan 

landscape. Picture yourself traveling aside a thundering herd of wildebeest or encountering 

unique cultures in a world of wonder. No other country offers the visitor as much to see and do; 

much more than you would ever expect.

ContaCt your Virtuoso traVel adVisor to PlaN your Next VacatioN.
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inspiration. His friend and former appren-

tice Jakub Adamczyk, who helms the kitch-

en at Winosfera, created a menu based on 

seasonal Polish ingredients. This industrial- 

chic restaurant, wine boutique, and cultural 

space, built on the site of a 1939 movie the-

ater in the former Jewish ghetto, became 

instantly popular when it opened last year. 

Exposed brick, severe black tables, and met-

al chairs highlight the food’s delicacy. Foie 

gras comes in a pretty glass jar atop a flat 

stone, with a side of rye toast and port jelly; 

roasted lamb rump arrives flanked by an 

arrangement of Jerusalem artichokes and 

haricots verts.

“In Poland, we’ve had to reconstruct 

many things, including the food,” Wino- 

sfera’s owner Karol Działoszyński says. 

Meats such as duck and venison, or vegeta-

bles such as zucchini and carrots, histori-

cally part of Polish agriculture but seldom 

seen during the second half of the twentieth 

century, started reappearing in the 1990s. 

Poland began transitioning into a mar-

ket-driven economy in 1989. Since then, the 

country has become Central Europe’s rising 

star, avoiding recession even as ostensibly 

stronger neighbors struggle. Reconstruc-

tion efforts also moved along, adding to the 

meticulous restoration of Warsaw’s historic 

district, which was declared a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 1980. These days, 

the UNESCO-designated Old Town Market 

Square, lined with Renaissance-style bur-

gher houses and cafés, bustles with French, 

Italian, and English tourists sharing beers, 

sausages, and schnitzels.

tip
“If you’re visiting Poland and want to 

trace your ancestry, consider an experi-
ence like one we organized for a family 

group: We researched the area the family was 
from and were thrilled to locate a dear friend 
of the clients’ late parents. The family got to 
meet the Polish gentleman, who even had 
a letter written by their late father. It was 

the highlight of their ten-day visit.”

– Louise Yob, travel advisor, 
Mequon, Wisconsin

Immerse yourself in a journey where the 
wind charts your course and an authentic 
tall ship adventure awaits. Climb the mast 
for a better view of the horizon or simply 
relax in the net suspended over the bow with 
nothing but crystalline waters below. Our 
mega-yacht sailing experience makes a Star 
Clippers cruise feel more like an intimate 
vacation with your closest friends to hidden 
harbors and destinations untouched by the 
larger ships. No long lines on board, no 
crowds, just pampering services in a casually 
elegant atmosphere. 

7, 10 or 11-night sailings.
Authentic tall ship sailing adventures.
Just 170 or 227 pampered guests.
All the amenities of a Mega-Yacht.
International cuisine & fine wines.
Open seating dining.
Casual, relaxed ambiance.
Visit off the beaten path ports of call.
Full range of water sports.
Sail in harmony with the environment.

STAR CLIPPERS

Contact Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

To Learn More About Star Clippers.
Caribbean • Ocean Crossings • Mediterranean



INSIDE LEFT

Relive Your Childhood at the Seashore
From sea to shining sea—South Carolina to South Beach, the Jersey Shore to St. John—the American  
coastlines boast strings of beautiful beaches. Embrace your inner child and escape to the seashore,  
where powdery sand just begs to be crafted into elaborate sand castles and gentle waves invite  
splashfests with your kids. Check out Florida’s fabulous W South Beach, the palmetto-perfect Sanctuary 
at Kiawah Island Golf Resort in South Carolina, the renowned Halekulani on Oahu’s Waikiki Beach and 
the elegant Caneel Bay Resort on pristine St. John.

St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands



INSIDE LEFT

Sun-Drenched Getaways
Set your compass for this great country’s dramatic desert environ-
ments. In Arizona, the Valley of the Sun offers championship golf 
and exquisite nature walks—including the Grand Canyon! The  
Phoenician, a Luxury Collection Resort, at the base of Camelback 
Mountain, is a favorite for its soul-soothing Centre for Well-Being.  
Or, make it big with your kids and set your sights on Utah, home 
to Dinosaur National Park and Red Rock Country. Complete your 
stay in Park City, where the Montage Deer Valley will delight you 
with its craftsman comforts and year-round outdoor activities.

Death Valley, California

Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor to plan your 

customized vacation.



Now open for adventure: The United States, in all its  
splendid glory. From its majestic mountains to its scenic 
byways, cutting-edge urban centers to quaint country  
villages, this vast country brims with enriching vacations 
for all ages. Come explore with us!

USA: Land of Discovery

Red Rock State Park, Arizona



Exciting Snow Adventures
Whether you’re dreaming of black-diamond slopes or serene sleigh 
rides, America’s snowy climes beckon with cozy accommodations,  
roaring fires, and après-snow spa treatments. Treat everyone to  
New England’s Stowe Mountain Lodge, one of the top family  
hotels in the world; ski right from your room to the slopes at  
The Ritz-Carlton, Bachelor Gulch in Colorado, or venture to Alaska, 
where adventure-seekers can heli-ski in the Chugach Range. Love 
the snow, but want to remain on your own two feet? Stroll the snow- 
dusted cobblestone streets of Boston, where you can duck in and 
out of antique shops or cozy up for a candlelight dinner.

Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor to plan your 

customized vacation.

Colorado Powder Skiing
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THE WORLDS OF DESIGN, FASHION, AND 

food had a hard time catching up with this 

cultural progress. Until the early 2000s, 

Warsaw swung between an aspirational, 

awkwardly sleek Western look (think 

white leatherette sofas, thumping house 

music, f lashy backlit signs) and a coun-

tercultural bohemian scene. But younger 

generations of Poles, many of whom have 

studied or worked abroad, are finding a 

happy medium. They’re aware of the in-

ternational zeitgeist and unafraid to cul-

tivate their own identity.

Take 32-year-old chef Jacek Grochowina, 

who cooked for years at The Ritz London 

and recently opened one of Warsaw’s chicest 

restaurants, Nolita. Grochowina doesn’t 

adhere to specific culinary styles but cre-

ates ambitious seasonal dishes such as sous-

vide lamb with flageolet bean hummus and 

chestnut pancakes. Slate banquettes, spher-

ical glass pendants, and bright abstract art 

create an elegant but informal atmosphere. 

Local food writers rave about Nolita, prais-

ing not only Grochowina’s food but also his 

Cinematic history: Winosfera restaurant  

was built on the site of a 1939 movie house. 

In This Sublime Place, Nature Is The Artist In Residence. 

Panoramic ocean views surround you while an impeccably appointed retreat awaits.

Virtuoso Exclusive Amenities   

Daily breakfast for two ($60 credit) | $100 Spa Montage credit for services, once per stay  

View upgrade at the time of booking | 4pm late check-out | Welcome amenity

                     B E V E R L Y  H I L L S        D E E R  V A L L E Y       L A G U N A  B E A C H

30801 SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY • LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651 

For reservations, contact your Virtuoso travel professional.
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eight-page wine list, which includes bottles 

from legendary producers such as Château 

Margaux and Gaja.

Fine wine, it must be said, has been a 

tougher sell in Warsaw than gourmet food. 

It’s a challenge to persuade a city accus-

tomed to drinking vodka and beer to switch 

to wine. Who can blame them? Poland’s 

popular beer, Żywiec, is rich and refreshing, 

and the country’s herb- and fruit-infused 

vodkas, served by the shot and in cocktails, 

are delicious. 

In search of a version of the cherry-and-

plum liqueur from Atelier Amaro, I wan-

dered the streets of Nowe Miasto, or New 

Town, an area that dates to the fifteenth 

century but whose reconstruction includes 

a mix of grand old churches and unremark-

able modern buildings. 

Eventually, I found a storefront with a 

sign that read: alkohole. Inside, the clerk ex-

plained that my liqueur was nalewka, a tra-

ditional beverage made of fruits, flowers, 

herbs, or roots that have been macerated 

in high-quality vodka. A kaleidoscope of 

bottles in every imaginable flavor lined the 

shelves. Unable to choose just one, I walked 

out with tall flasks of smoky plum, savory 

herbal, and sweet cherry varieties. 

Although I’m now half regretting it, I 

shared every last drop of those nectars with 

friends back in New York. I wanted to give 

them a little taste of Poland, and it was any-

thing but bland.  

Sweet and savory: Apple strudel with ricotta doughnuts and calvados at Winosfera and (right) Nolita’s 

smoked venison with butternut squash, Brussels sprouts, pressed pork belly, and red wine-pistachio jus.

Fine wine has been a tougher sell in Warsaw 
than gourmet food. It’s a challenge to  

persuade a city accustomed to drinking  
vodka and beer to switch to wine.

A d v e n t u r e s 

In Golf

Creating perfect itineraries, 

memorable travel experiences

 and dream vacations 

since 1977

To book your adventure, 

call your Virtuoso® travel advisor today.

GreaT BriTain, ireland, 

Spain, porTuGal,

new Zealand & uSa 

Old Head Golf Links, Ireland
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 for 1/2-page ad pages.STAY  Located on Krakowskie Przedmiescie, 

a street of historical royal residences, land-

scaped gardens, monuments, and churches, 

the palatial Hotel Bristol, Warsaw recently 

emerged from a thorough renovation. The 

1901 renaissance revival building shines 

again with a marble-floored lobby, gilded 

hand-wrought details, and 206 guest rooms 

decorated by London designer Anita Rosato 

with custom art deco furnishings. Doubles 

from $310, including breakfast daily and a 

one-way airport transfer.

DINE  Bar Zabkowski Ulica Zabkowska 2; 

48-22/619-1388

Atelier Amaro Ulica Agrykola 1; 48-22/628-

5747; www.atelieramaro.pl

Winosfera Ulica Chłodna 31; 48-22/526-25-

00-23; www.winosfera.pl

Nolita Ulica Wilcza 46; 48-22/292-0424; 

www.nolita.pl  

Warsaw’s Barbican dates to 1540.

AROuND WARSAW
Where to stay, where to eat.



y o u r  w o r l d  Your  w ay ®

E n r i c h i n g  D E s t i n a t i o n s

i n s p i r E D  c u i s i n E

p a s s i o n a t E  s E r v i c E

Experience incomparable value onboard elegant mid-size ships.

10-day European voyages start at just $3,499 per guest with FREE Airfare*.  

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to discuss the best voyage for you.

A F R i C A    A l A s k A    A s i A    A u s t R A l i A    C A R i b b E A n    E u R o p E    s o u t h  A m E R i C A    s o u t h  p A C i F i C



*Offers expire March 31, 2014. Fare shown applies to category G on Riviera’s May 5 and May 22, 2014 voyages. Fare shown was current at time of printing but is subject to change as of 1/1/14. Free Pre-Paid Gratuities, Free Unlimited Internet Package and up to $750 Shipboard Credit are per stateroom, 
capacity controlled, for new bookings only and available on select sailings and may be withdrawn at any time. All advertised fares, other offers and applicable shipboard credits, upgrades or special amenities shown are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject 
to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers or loyalty program benefts, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include 
Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1, Early Booking Savings and Special Offer fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full 
Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defned in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed at 
OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip fights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LAX, MCO, MIA, 
ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal 
charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit explorefightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Suite and stateroom measurements are 
approximate, and those in same category may vary in size. They may also have different furniture placement than as depicted in the photographs. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. JAN1445

2 for 1 CRuisE FAREs plus FREE AiRFARE*

EARly booking sAVings up to $5,000 pER stAtERoom

plus youR WoRld on sAlE bEnEFits:

FREE pRE-pAid gRAtuitiEs
FREE unlimitEd intERnEt pACkAgE 

up to $750 shipboARd CREdit on sElECt VoyAgEs

Tuscany, ITaly

Oven-Fired Focaccia, Biscotti & Pizza at Winery
Accompanied by your chef from the Bon Appétit Culinary Center, soak in Livorno’s central town market’s 
vibrant atmosphere and select local bread, ham and cheese for a picnic to enjoy as you make your way to 
the pristine Torre a Cenaia winery. For a closer look at how the grapes are grown, you’ll ride in a horse-
drawn trolley into the vineyards and wind along past the estate’s ponds and horse paddocks to the outdoor 
kitchen and ovens. You’ll be greeted by the winery’s friendly chef, from whom you’ll learn how to prepare 
two traditional Tuscan dishes in a wood-fred oven, as well as sample delicious Tuscan wines.

MonTE carlo, Monaco

Local Market Visit & Lunch at Chateau Eza
Shop at an open-air market in Nice, sampling the freshest of ingredients. Then drive to Eze, a medieval 
village perched on a craggy peak above the Mediterranean and dine in understated luxury at the 
Michelin-starred restaurant of Château Eza. Later, learn the secrets of healthy Mediterranean cooking 
using the fsh and produce collected at the market.

ProVEncE, FrancE

The Exquisite Flavors of Provence
Visit a wonderfully vibrant fsh market in Marseille’s Old Town, then drive to Château de Fontblanche, 
and watch their famous chef prepare traditional Provençal dishes such as olive tapenade on toast, fsh soup, 
herbed aubergines, and succulent Gigotine Chicken. Sample the dishes and the estate’s own wines. Back 
onboard, master such regional favorites as ratatouille, tapenade, pissaladerie, salad nicoise and fruit tart.

On our award-winning Culinary Discovery Tours™, you will not only shop local 
markets with a master chef, but also taste the true favors of a region in local homes 
and restaurants, learn techniques in local cooking classes and even prepare the recipes 
yourself in our Bon Appétit Culinary Center.  Immerse yourself in the culture and 
cuisine of our intriguing destinations – after all, it is Your World to discover.

saMPlE culInary dIscoVEry Tours
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he showroom of the Antico setificio fiorentino 

is a kaleidoscope of color. Heavy geometric brocades and 

low-luster floral damasks vie for attention with rustic 

filaticcio weaves and sumptuous lampas, all as richly de-

tailed as medieval frescoes. Yet it’s the shimmering ermisino on a 

central table that catches the light and the eye, mostly because this 

taffeta-like cloth is so tightly woven of gossamer-thin silk it stands 

up like fluffy meringue. These beautiful hand-knotted weaves – 

some incorporating real silver and gold threads – are the calling card 

of the oldest survivor of Florence’s once-thriving silk industry.

For centuries the city’s looms, which numbered nearly 2,000 at 

the height of the Italian Renaissance, operated at capacity to satisfy 

the whims of Italy’s noble families. These wealthy clans used the fab-

rics to adorn their homes, clothe their bodies, and establish their hi-

erarchy in society. Many also owned their own looms and employed 

in-home weavers to create one-of-a-kind 

brocatelles and brocades that would make 

them stand out among their peers. Numer-

ous wars, floods, and, ultimately, the advent 

of ready-to-wear all but decimated the city’s weaving business. 

If not for the intervention of Stefano Ricci, a rich slice of Floren-

tine history might today be relegated to the portraits of Renaissance 

women by Bronzino, Botticelli, and Pontormo that hang in the near-

by Uffizi. The homegrown fashion designer stepped in three years 

ago when the Setificio was put up for sale by the widow of another 

Florentine designer, Emilio Pucci. (Pucci saved the Setificio from 

the wrecking ball in 1950 by acquiring it from its founding fami-

lies.) The match seems tailor-made for Ricci, whose appreciation for 

craftsmanship and quality is legendary in Florence. Only local gold-

smiths, leather artisans, bespoke tailors, and hand sewers construct 

his accessories and clothing, some of which is made of Setificio- 

produced silk. 

Although Ricci is not a weaver, the delicate silk fiber produced by 

A decadent tradition endures at  
Florence’s oldest surviving silk mill.
By WILLIAM KISSEL

T

DREAM WEAVERS
A weaver at the Antico 

Setificio Fiorentino and 

(right) finished silks.  
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many of whom welcome visitors 

into their workshops. Down a 

narrow street, the Setificio 

is advertised only by a metal 

scroll on the outside wall. 

Inside, a charming gar-

den leads to an expansive 

showroom and an adjoin-

ing factory where visitors 

can see how silk has been 

spun into cloth for cen-

turies and peruse one-of-a-

kind fabrics that recall the 

mulberry-eating worms has been the cor-

nerstone of his collection since it launched 

in 1972. “Manipulating the warp of the 

thread is the most spontaneous part of my 

design,” he says as he demonstrates how a 

single thread change can completely alter 

the color and design of a cloth. “It’s what 

takes the normalcy out of the fabric, or the 

shirt or tie created from it.” 

RICCI FOLLOWS A LONG LINE OF FAMOUS 

Florentine families associated with the 

Setificio over the past 230 years. The Setifi-

cio itself was a new concept in commercial 

cloth-making when it was first installed on 

Via dei Tessitori, or Weavers’ Street, in the 

mid-eighteenth century by nine of Tus-

cany’s richest families. Setting aside their 

rivalries, the patriarchs of the Corsini, Bar-

tolozzi, Della Gherardesca, Guicciardini, 

Agresti, and Pucci clans, among others, 

decided the best way to preserve the fab-

rics that had long defined their aristocratic 

way of life was to pool their family looms. In 

1786 the facility relocated to 4 via Bartolini 

in the city’s historic Oltrarno district, just 

over the Ponte Vecchio on the south side of 

the Arno River. The Oltrarno, which liter-

ally means “across the Arno,” is still home 

to much of Florence’s artisan community – 

RICCI RICH

Last year Stefano Ricci’s clients snapped 

up nearly $120 million of his designs 

at stores such as Neiman Marcus and 

Bergdorf Goodman. Florence visitors can 

tour Ricci’s dramatic 10,000-square-foot 

signature shop – his homage to Tuscan 

artistry – inside the onetime carriage entry 

and armory of the Palazzo Tornabuoni, the 

former residence of Alessandro de’ Medici, 

the future Pope Leo XI, and now a private 

residence club. The store is within walk-

ing distance of other shops by established 

Florentine fashion houses, such as Pucci, 

Roberto Cavalli, Gucci, and Salvatore Fer-

ragamo. Palazzo Tornabuoni, Via dei Pesc-

ioni 1; 39-55/210-856; www.stefanoricci.

com. Antico Setificio Fiorentino, Via L. Bar-

tolini 4; 39-55/213-861. 

Warp and weft: A 

Setificio loom at work.

Natty neckwear. 

A Stefano Ricci jacket 

made with Setificio silk.

SOFITEL LEGEND 

THE GRAND AMSTERDAM

01H30 PARIS - AMSTERDAM

177 GUEST ROOMS & SUITES

350 M  SPA

19 MEETING & EVENT ROOMS 

FROM 2 TO 350 PERSONS CAPACITY

22 M3350 SPA

FROM 2 TO 350 PERSONS CAPACITY

SOFITEL LEGEND THE GRAND 

AMSTERDAM OFFERS 5 

STAR LUXURY IN A UNIQUE 

HISTORICAL AMBIANCE

Furnished with french elegance and 

grandeur, the hotel welcomes a variety 

of visitors, from the trendy amsterdam 

elite to royal brides or famous 

international movie stars. In each of 

the rooms, the restaurant, the halls 

and the beautiful inner garden, poetry 

and history captivates and seduces 

everyone into visiting.
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golden age of Florence’s silk industry. 

Although alive with color, the Setificio’s 

showroom is churchlike in its calm; here 

the slightest sound echoes from the knotty 

pine floorboards and ricochets like a chorus 

off the plaster walls. On the other side of the 

wall, however, wooden looms clack, skeins 

pass through metal combs, and shuttles 

swoosh over fine silk threads. “It sounds 

like a beautiful orchestra,” Ricci says, add-

ing that when he entered the space for the 

first time, “it was love at first sight.”

In this vast room, the 12 hand-oper- 

ated and semi-mechanical wooden looms  

One warping 
machine was crafted 
in the eighteenth 
century from blue-
prints Leonardo da 
Vinci drafted two 
centuries earlier.

Artisans at work: The 

Oltrarno neighborhood.

With Allianz Global Assistance, 

you can enjoy all the pleasures 

of your luxury vacation without 

the worry. Your investment is 

protected. Medical coverage 

is available. And, no matter 

where you go, our concierge 

and assistance services are 

there to help. We’re committed 

to delivering the best in travel 

insurance, so every day we give 

you our all. 

Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor 

about Allianz Global Assistance 

today. 

Immerse yourself  
in all the best.
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feet, of cloth per day (the semi-mechanical 
looms can produce more). “It is impossible 
to do more than this because the silk is so 
thin [about ten times finer than human 
hair] that it would break if the weavers go 
too quickly,” says Filippo Ricci, Stefano 

(Leopold II, the Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
donated two of them in 1780) and two 
warping machines – one crafted in the eigh-
teenth century from blueprints Leonardo 
da Vinci drafted two centuries earlier –  
serve as the instruments, powered by hu-
man hands, foot pedals, and ropes that  
allow each of the Setificio’s 11 weavers to 
produce as few as 80 centimeters, or 2.6 

STAY  Once home 

to a fifteenth-cen-

tury palace and an 

adjacent sixteenth-

century convent, the 

Four Seasons Hotel 
Firenze, located in 

the Piazzale Do-

natello neighborhood, 

is a bit removed from 

the Oltrarno’s artisan 

shops but well worth 

the 15-minute walk. 

The hotel’s 116 rooms 

and suites, many 

adorned with historic 

frescoes, are situated 

on 11 acres of classi-
cal gardens. Doubles 

from $470, including 

a welcome amenity, 

breakfast daily, and a 

$100 spa credit.

Overlooking one 

of the city’s most 

famous basilicas, 

Santa Maria Novella, 

and its internationally 

known perfumery, 

J.K. Place Firenze is 

a quiet, modern oasis 

for travelers wishing 

to experience Flor-

ence the way its resi-

dents do. The heavy 

damask curtains in 

the hotel’s 20 rooms 

pay homage to those 

made by the Setificio 

and hanging in many 

Tuscan homes. Dou-

bles from $1,000, 

including breakfast 

daily, one lunch or 

dinner for two, and a 

welcome gift.

A jewel in the heart 

of a bustling town 

that sees 12 mil-

lion annual tourists, 

Sir Rocco Forte’s 

102-room neoclas-

sical Hotel Savoy 

sits on the grand 

Piazza della Repub-

blica, a great spot 

for people-watching, 

yet far removed from 

the crowd. Best of 

all, it’s just minutes 

to the Oltrarno 
workshops of late 

shoemaker Stefano 

Bemer, silversmith 

Donato Zaccaro, and 

the fifth-generation 

woodworking atelier 

of the Castorina 

family. Doubles from 

$374, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$115 dining credit.

For a look at the new 

Portrait Firenze 

hotel, located steps 

from the Ponte Vec-

chio, turn to page 116.

Slowly, slowly: Weavers 
produce under three 

feet of silk per day.

Watch the Antico Setificio Fiorentino in action.
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Ricci’s youngest son and the Setificio’s  
creative director.

Such labor comes at a steep price. Al-
though a silk/linen canvas tela bourette 

starts around $300 per meter, velluto Savoia, 
an embroidered silk velvet that was made for 
the Italian royal family, can reach as high as 
$2,200 per meter. The Kremlin, Sweden’s 
royal palace, and Claridge’s hotel in London 
are just a few of the clients to commission 
the Setificio in recent years.

Ricci also counts himself among the Seti-
ficio’s customers. His first order was for a 
line of luxury yacht fabrics, which now dec-
orate the Nameless, a mega-yacht produced 
in collaboration with Mondo Marine ship-
yard of Savona, Italy. However, his hopes for 
the Setificio reach beyond fabrics for land 
and sea. He has an eye toward preservation. 
“We thought this entity, with its rich history 
from our hometown, was the right way to 
step into the world of interiors and present 
our tradition to architects and designers 
from all over the world,” Ricci says. “For us 
it is a tribute of pure love for Florence.” 

Magnificent miller:  

Stefano Ricci rescued 

the Antico Setificio 

from oblivion.



In My Bag

MY    TRAVEL

Virtuoso traveler Emily Rupp looks for adventure beyond 
her office at the world’s largest public relations firm. 

PORTRAIT BY BOB STEFKO

E
MILY RUPP HAS SUMMITED 

Kilimanjaro, slumbered in a high-

end Cappadocia cave hotel, and 

explored Machu Picchu and Angkor 

Wat, all in the company of friends during their 

annual international excursion. But despite 

her travel style – minimalist comfort –  the CFO 

of Edelman U.S. doesn’t want her lodging to 

be an adventure (unless she’s camping). 

Her travel advisor, Chicago-based Shawna 

Huffman Owen, makes sure Rupp’s trips 

strike a memorable balance between 

adventure and indulgence. “Now we 

can’t imagine planning a trip 

without her,” Rupp says.

I DON’T LEAVE 

HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Eddie Bauer backpack, for adven-

ture travel. It’s lightweight for day excursions and 

roomy enough to handle everything I need as a 

carry-on. For work or city travel, my go-to bag is a 

Cole Haan leather satchel. 

2. Rolling Stone. I’m a big music fan, and this 

magazine makes any long fl ight more enjoyable. 

3. Snacks. I like to experiment with new foods, 

but having familiar backups, such as dried 

fruit and KIND bars, 

is essential in case 

the experiment 

doesn’t succeed.

4. Small notepad and pen.  I kept a journal only 

once, when I climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, but for 

all trips I like to jot down funny quotes, interesting 

encounters with people, or special things I want 

to remember. 

5. Great travel partners. I am 

blessed with a great group of 

friends who enhance each trip – 

and provide funny quotes for 

my notebook.  

5
ESSENTIALS
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VancouVer, Spectacular by nature™ VancouVer DIScoVery:  

nature & aDVenture
Presented by Travel Bound

4 Nights • Available December 1, 2013 – 
September 30, 2014

Adventure awaits as you soar over the city framed 
by majestic mountains and ocean beaches, then 
take an exhilarating tour cantilevered high above 
temperate rainforest at Capilano Suspension Bridge 
Park’s new Cliffwalk. Finally, spend a full-day at 
Whistler Resort. Each night, you’ll relax in luxury 
at the Four Seasons Vancouver.

coMplIMentary VIrtuoSo eXcluSIVe: 

Book by April 30, 2014 to receive 20% discount 
on hotel portion (valid for stays May 1 – 
September 30, 2014)

Virtuoso rates from $1,042 per person 
(December – April); $1,204 (May – September)

canaDIan rocKIeS HIGHlIGHtS
Presented by Rocky Mountaineer
6 Nights • Available April 20 – September 
28, 2014

Explore the heart of the city and see what makes 
Vancouver so different and vibrant, then travel 
aboard the Rocky Mountaineer through the 
breathtaking Canadian Rockies.

coMplIMentary VIrtuoSo eXcluSIVe: 

Private limousine airport transfer in Vancouver

Virtuoso rates from $2,579 per person, 
double occupancy

VancouVer GetaWay 
Presented by GOGO Vacations
3 Nights • Available January 1, 2014 – April 
30, 2015

Get a fresh perspective on what it means to 
visit a city: take a stunning Harbour Cruise, hike 
in beautiful Stanley Park or shop in colorful 
neighborhoods like on-trend Gastown. The 
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel will be your beautiful 
home base and kids 17 and under stay free.

Virtuoso rates from $435 per person

Contact your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

Surrounded by ocean and a backdrop of lush rainforest, soaring mountains and fjords, 

this “city of nature” is a hip, modern and laid-back metropolis renowned for its 

mix of urban, outdoor and wildlife adventures. Explore diverse neighborhoods and 

one-of-a-kind attractions or indulge in world class international cuisine, luxurious 

spas, great shopping, and unparalleled hospitality. There is no easy way to describe 

Vancouver. You’ll just have to see for yourself.



VIRTUOSO LIFE  | www.v irtuoso.com88

WHERE NOW

The word is out: Beachgoers, his-

tory buffs, and gourmets looking  

for alternatives to Italy’s pricier desti-

nations are loving the Istrian peninsula,  

aka Croatian Tuscany. “Two of my favorite 

spots are the impressive Roman amphitheater 

in Pula and the former Parenzana Railway 

that’s been turned into a biking and hiking 

trail from Trieste, Italy, to Poreč,” says travel 

advisor Laura Kaufman of New York City. 

The pretty, medieval walled city of Rovinj, 

with its marble-lined pedestrian avenues and 

the baroque Basilica of Saint Euphemia at its 

crown, is a destination in its own right as well 

as a jumping-off point for many neighboring 

villages. And winetasting in the surrounding 

hills is becoming more popular as the local 

malvazija grape, a dry white varietal related to 

malvasia, continues to push Croatian wines 

onto the world map.



Istria, 
CROATIA 

Arrivederci, Italy.

Rovinj’s Saint Euphemia Cathedral from the water.
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Virtuoso traVel adVisors pick the destinations – 

plus one truly out-of-this-world-experience – that 

will define the year ahead. BY AARON GULLEY
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“Only 90 minutes 

away from San-

tiago, Valparaíso 

has undergone an 

extensive urban 

renewal while still 

maintaining its bohe-

mian vibe. If anything, 

it’s become even cooler,” 

says NYC-based travel advisor 

Cindy Goldberger. The city’s colonial facades have been 

painted in brightly colored hues, its Museo de Bellas 

Artes has reopened after an 11-year hiatus, new eateries 

and quaint boutique hotels have taken over revitalized 

buildings, and the nightlife often buzzes well into the 

wee hours. One of a handful of stops on independent 

itineraries from Monograms and Lakani World Tours, 

Valparaíso is also a popular call on Celebrity Cruises’ 

and Holland America Line’s South America sailings 

from November through March.

Nicaragua 

packs all 

the chilled-

out vibes, 

bizarre animal 

life (such as tapirs, 

those cow-size mammals that look 

like a cross between an anteater and 

a hippo), beaches, and cloud forests 

of Costa Rica. That’s why many are 

calling the country – and especially its 

southwestern coastline – eco-travel’s 

next frontier. “You can’t beat the 

laid-back atmosphere of the small 

fishing village of San Juan del Sur,” 

says travel advisor Rebecca Lane of 

Savannah, Georgia. “It’s just as good 

for beach bums as for expert surfers.” 

Eco-resorts such as Mukul are popping 

up in the region, and tour options are 

on the rise through the likes of Ladatco 

Tours, Rico Tours, and International 

Expeditions, which all customize trips 

to this quiet corner and throughout 

the country.



Valparaíso, 
CHILE   

As cool as the capital, 

but not nearly 

as hectic.



San Juan 
del Sur, 

NICARAGUA  
Costa Rica, 

minus the crowds.

From top: Colorful Valparaíso and carefree San Juan del Sur. 

Opposite: It’s curtains up for Cuba’s Gran Teatro de La Habana. 
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Until now, most Americans 

visiting Cuba had to risk a per-

manent record. The new U.S. 

government-sponsored people-

to-people program allows select 

companies to take a limited 

number of travelers to the island 

for educational purposes, so 

2014 is your chance to be among 

the first wave of Americans to 

lawfully visit in five decades. 

“Cuba is a time capsule – for 

now,” says Fort Worth-based 

travel advisor Dawn D. Camp-

bell. “The decision to go within 

the next few years will likely 

determine whether you get an 

authentic experience or not.”

NEW 
TRIP

Experience the capital 

like a local during 

encounters with jazz musicians, 

painters, organic farmers, and 

ballet performers. Latour’s 

nine-day itinerary provides 

more face time outside the city, 

including tango lessons in the 

town of Trinidad, rolling tips 

at a cigar factory, and a trip to 

Hemingway’s winter home in 

San Francisco de Paula, com-

plete with his 9,000-volume 

library. Departures: Multiple 
dates January 11 through June 21; 
from $3,854.



Havana, 
CUBA  

Sip Hemingway 

daiquiris at El 

Floridita – legally.

Smoke ’em 
if you got ’em: 
Learning to roll 

your own in Cuba? 
Remember, you still 

can’t bring them 
back.
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“There are new luxury lodges on 

the islands, but I would only suggest 

land itineraries as a pre- or post-

experience to some of the great new 

cruises,” says Naples, Florida-based 

travel advisor Cassie McMillion. 

One option immediately stands out: 

Silversea has just brought into service 

the refurbished Silver Galápagos, 

which alternates between two 

weeklong itineraries throughout 

the year. Like all Silversea ships, the 

100-passenger cruiser offers white-

linen service, which is almost as rare 

on eco-adventures as the blue-footed 

boobies and white-cheeked pintail 

ducks you come all this way to see.

NEW 
TRIP

Silversea’s eight-day 

western Galápagos 

itinerary starts and finishes on 

Baltra Island, tracing a rough loop 

through the isles of Bartolomé, 

Isabela, Floreana, San Cristóbal, 

and Santa Cruz. Highlights include 

swimming with sea lions and manta 

rays, traipsing over lava fields, and a 

stop at Floreana’s Post Office Bay, 

where travelers have been leaving 

letters for pickup by the next ship 

since the eighteenth century. 

Departures: Multiple dates January 11 
through December 27; from $5,450.

Exploring lava flows on Sullivan Bay.



Galápagos, 
ECUADOR  

Because Darwin never 

had it so good.
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The most sought-after seat for 2014 isn’t 

at the World Cup or Winter Olympics. 

It’s on Virgin Galactic’s SpaceShipTwo. 

Richard Branson’s futuristic transporta-

tion project is on track to begin the first-

ever commercial suborbital space f lights this 

August. An overview: The mother ship, dual-hulled 

WhiteKnightTwo, will ferry the six-passenger spacecraft 

to 50,000 feet before releasing it to fire its rocket motor 

and blast to the rim of space at speeds approaching 

2,500 miles per hour. Passengers, who will complete 

g-force training for the trip, will then experience about 

five minutes of weightlessness and the view of a glow-

ing planet Earth against the backdrop of space some 

360,000 feet up. Just don’t forget to charge your camera 

batteries before blastoff. Virtuoso’s accredited space 

agents are the exclusive North American travel advisors 

for Virgin Galactic f lights; from $250,000.



SUBORBITAL 
SPACE   

The ultimate vacation 

snapshot .

Rise above: This year, space tourism takes off.
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Though each 

country could 

independently 

keep you busy 

for a lifetime, 

travelers often 

make this a twofer, 

and there’s always a 

new take on the classic 

spots. “Try a nighttime tour of Hanoi on 

a Vespa,” suggests travel advisor Christine Collins 

Bolus of Louisville, Kentucky. “But don’t even think 

about driving yourself.” 

For 2014, it’s a pair of beach resorts that have caught 

our eye. In Vietnam, Aman Resorts recently launched 

31-room Amanoi on a hilly, isolated stretch on Vinh 

Hy Bay. South of the Thai border on Cambodia’s 

undeveloped Koh Kong coastline, the country’s first 

private-island resort, 27-bungalow Song Saa,  

threatens to steal its neighbor’s glory. 

As Myanmar gains in popularity, its tour-

ist circuit is becoming fairly established: 

Yangon, Bagan, Mandalay, Inle Lake. 

Orient-Express’ recently launched river-

boat Orcaella offers more. The 50-passen-

ger vessel (with a pool) joins the company’s 

82-passenger Road to Mandalay for a lineup of 

4- to 12-day sailings in the country year-round. 

“Every river cruise company out there is going to launch a boat on 

the Irrawaddy in the next 18 months, and it will change the experience 

drastically,” says Sydney, Australia-based travel advisor Ariana Wong. 

“Best to go now.”

NEW 
TRIP

Three times this year, the Orcaella’s 12-day itinerary starts and 

ends with visits to historic Mandalay and Bagan’s countless 

temples – both mandatory visits for any traveler. But it also drifts down 

the Irrawaddy River’s low mountain ranges and narrow gorges and past 

riverside temples, with stops in villages that seldom see outsiders. 

Departures: February 3, March 10, and November 17; from $5,610.

“It might sound trite to talk about Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness, but it’s very real,” says travel advisor John 

Rios of Atlanta. “The landscape is serene, the air is filled with prayers, and happiness really is everywhere.”  

We could go on, but turn to page 100 for contributing writer Kim Brown Seely’s firsthand report. – The Editors



VIETNAM & 
CAMBODIA  

Beaches to give 

Phuket an R-rated 

pronunciation.

BHUTAN   
Find your 

happy place.



MYANMAR  
Cruise off the 

standard tour.

Fishing boats at anchor in Vietnam’s Vinh Hy Bay and (right) diamond-encrusted Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, Myanmar.
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“Sri Lanka is rebounding 

with a resounding ‘bang!’ ” 

says travel advisor Charles 

Wolfe of Naples, Florida. 

Nearly a decade after the 

2004 tsunami and a civil 

war that ended in 2009, the 

country has seen a major 

reinvestment and rapid in-

frastructure improvements. 

“Getting around is still at a 

slower pace, which is part of 

the beauty of the place. It’s 

important to visit now before 

that charm is lost.” 

NEW 
TRIP

This year, Absolute 

Travel ofers  a longer 

itinerary to show just how 

much diversity exists in Sri 

Lanka. A few highlights of  

the 20-day adventure: an 

oxcart-by-boat-by-tractor 

safari between two villages 

that culminates in a hearth-

cooked lunch and tour of 

ffth-century fortress Sigiriya; 

Uda Walawe National Park’s 

massive elephant herd; 

hiking, biking, and learning to 

pluck and brew Ceylon tea 

during a tea estate stay; and 

Amanwella’s crescent beach 

in Tangalle, which just might 

be the most beautiful stretch 

of sand in a country full of 

them. Departures: Any day 
through 2014; from $12,400.



SRI LANKA   
The unexpected 

island getaway.

Sri Lanka, at ease: Gal Viharaya, 

a twelfth-century carving in the 

ancient city of Polonnaruwa.
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Morocco’s perennial favorite city is undergoing an architectural and real estate revival. New stylish hotels 

are flourishing, and investors have snapped up moldering riads – walled-off homes that hide gardens within – 

and transformed them into boutique accommodations and restaurants. “Seeing this fabled city through an architec-

tural lens enhances its beauty,” says Cincinnati-based travel advisor Louisa Gehring. “One of the most memorable experiences is to 

visit the late Yves Saint Laurent’s gardens with its chief designer.” Your travel advisor can arrange the exclusive tour, along with 

visits to spice souks and other experiences in the city, through Heritage Tours.



Marrakech, 
MOROCCO 

Riads on a roll.
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The International Council of Societ-
ies of Industrial Design tapped 
Cape Town as 2014’s World Design 
Capital. The award recognizes Cape 
Town’s constant push to reimagine 

itself, with hip urban development 
plans and everything from hiking and 

surfing to world-class wineries within 
20 minutes of the city center.

 “Wale Street, in particular, is an up- 
and-coming renaissance area with bright, 

cheery colors reminiscent of Amsterdam and lots of 
cafés and restaurants,” says travel advisor Adrienne 
Sasson of Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. Projects like the 
Taj Cape Town, a $50 million renovation of the original 
South African Reserve Bank, helped the city win the 
commendation. The 176-room hotel’s new Mandela Trail 
walking tour, which takes visitors to sites that were 
formative to South Africa’s beloved president, aims to 
get more travelers out exploring the city. Doubles from 
$250, including breakfast daily; a beer, charcuterie, and cheese 
tasting; and a guided two-hour Cape Town walking tour.

WHERE NOW



Cape Town, 
SOUTH AFRICA 

The Mother City 

gussies up.

Core revival: Downtown Cape Town and (left) Marrakech’s souks and riads are having their moment.
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Late last year, this southern 

African nation made the tough 

decision to abolish legal 

game hunting on its conces-

sions. It’s a controversial 

move: Hunting animals, includ-

ing “big five” species such as lions 

and elephants, accounted for $40 

million in 2012 – much of which went 

to conservation. Choosing Botswana for your next safari 

helps make up lost revenue and ensures that the only shots 

fired from here forward are with cameras. But this isn’t a 

charity call: Botswana’s Okavango Delta is home to some 

of the continent’s highest densities of animals, as well as 

arguably its most intimate, well-appointed lodges, includ-

ing new luxe spots such as Savute Elephant Camp. African 

Travel Inc., Micato Safaris, and Natural Habitat Adven-

tures offer set departures and custom trips.  



Okavango 
Delta, 

BOTSWANA 
Support Africa’s 

new wave in

conservation.

Dawn patrol in Botswana.



*$2549 fare is based on category BE on Ocean Princess sailing 8/3/14, $3199 fare is based on category BD on Ocean Princess sailing 8/27/14, $3249 fare is based on category BF on  Ocean Princess sailing 11/9/14, on a space-
available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Onboard credit - $75 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that 
voyage and is not redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the frst two passengers in a 
stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. Government fees and taxes of up to $255 per person and are additional, are subject to change. This ofer is capacity controlled and may not be 
combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Ofer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia 
who are 21 years of age or older and receive this ofer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars.  Please refer to the applicable Princess Cruises brochure or princess.com for terms, conditions and defnitions that apply to all bookings.
©2013 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan registry.

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor 

to plan your vacation today!

Escape completely® to Europe 

with Princess Cruises®

10-Day European Explorer 
Ocean Princess | London to Rome | 8/27/14

balcony fares from

$3,199*

8-Day Ireland, Scotland & Wales 
Ocean Princess® | Roundtrip from London | 8/3/14
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A visitor at Taktsang (aka Tiger’s Nest) 

Monastery. Opposite: A dramyin (lute).



101JANUARY |  FEBRUARY 2014

In thIs storIed kIngdom secreted 

behInd hImalayan peaks,  

travelers fInd serpentIne  

mountaIn roads, ancIent  

buddhIst tradItIons, crImson 

robed monks, and, yes, rack of 

lamb wIth arugula for dInner.   

BY KIM BROWN SEELY

photography by kevIn J. mIyaZakI
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agree, has its limits. Bhutan, however, has 

made a concerted effort to focus its small 

but growing tourism industry on high-end, 

low-impact travel. This means you’ll find 

lovely places to stay – and far more on the 

menu than yak products.

“From the beginning we were conscious 

of the fact that Bhutan can never be a mass 

tourism destination given the lack of ad-

equate infrastructure,” says Thuji Dorji Na-

dik, the Tourism Council of Bhutan’s acting 

managing director. “The fragile Himalayan 

ecosystem was also a major consideration. 

Therefore, the principle of ‘high-value, low-

volume’ tourism was adopted.”  

Wangchuk), Bhutan is transitioning to de-

mocracy. It became a constitutional mon-

archy in 2008 and held its second national 

elections last year. At the same time, the 

country is modernizing slowly, taking im-

mense care to preserve its environment and 

culture. All of this makes it a fascinating 

place to visit, one of those last remaining 

deeply authentic corners of the world.

You might be wondering, as I was: Does 

“authentic” in this case include nice hotels? 

And what about the food, rumored to lean 

heavily toward yak cheese and spicy pep-

pers? Not to mention the long drives and 

the altitude. Authenticity, I think we can all 

o you believe in reincarnation?” 

“I’m not sure,” I say. 

“The Bhutanese people, we believe 

in reincarnation,” Wangchuk, our 

25-year-old Bhutanese guide, says 

firmly. A few minutes later he turns 

from the passenger seat and cocks his head: 

“Are you afraid of death?” 

I glance out the car window. Bhutan is all 

mountains and curves and cliffs here, no 

guardrail. But that’s not why he’s asking. Dur-

ing the long car rides that punctuate our ten-

day trip, there is time to talk. And because 

we’re traveling in the world’s last indepen-

dent Himalayan Buddhist kingdom, visiting 

ancient monasteries and cresting prayer flag-

strung passes at heights that feel as close to 

heaven as you can get on earth, much of that 

talk leans toward the metaphysical. 

“Me, I’m not afraid of death,” Wangchuk 

says thoughtfully. 

My traveling companions, Virtuoso Life 

photographer Kevin Miyazaki and my child-

hood friend, sculptor Elizabeth Turk, and 

I finally decide we’re more afraid of aging 

than death. Or worse – Beth and I exchange 

worried glances – aging ungracefully. But 

our worst fears are Western fears, a luxury 

in a land as remote as this. 

The conversation, like many we have dur-

ing this Travcoa-operated trip, stays with me. 

Located in the eastern Himalayas, Bhutan is a 

tiny country wedged between two behemoths 

(India and China), with a population of just 

under 750,000 people. This strikingly beauti-

ful place was, until relatively recently, one of 

the world’s least accessible nations. It had no 

roads, phones, hospitals, or schools other than 

monasteries until the 1960s; and once you ex-

perience its geography, tucked behind an in-

finity of mountains, you understand why.

After decades as an absolute monarchy, 

ruled for the last 100 years by the Wang-

chuck dynasty (no relation to our guide 

Schoolchildren in Bhutanese  

national dress outside Paro. 
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The idea is to attract discerning visi-
tors and have them pay more – which ben-
efits Bhutan’s developing economy without 
trampling its environment and culture. 
You must travel with a licensed Bhutanese 
tour operator (or one of their international 
partners) and book a daily package, which 
includes your hotel, food, guide, driver, and 
a $65 royalty used to to bolster the coun-
try’s social development and infrastruc-
ture. One of the U.S. companies offering 
high-end Bhutan trips, Travcoa refines the 
experience with nine nights at Amankora, 
the exquisite collection of mountain lodges 
Amanresorts has opened in the country.

As we step out of the vAn thAt first

day onto a path of perfectly swept pine nee-
dles leading to the hushed lobby of Amanko-
ra Gangtey, then sip ginger tea while gazing 
out at a bucolic scene, we toast one another’s 
well-being and, well, happiness – another 
idea that pops up again and again in Bhu-
tan. It isn’t hard to be happy in our spacious 
suites, with their wood-framed window 
seats, sumptuous views, and freestanding 
soaking tubs; or at the dinner table, deciding 
between an eight-course Bhutanese menu or 
a rack of lamb and arugula salad. But what 
about the Bhutanese people, I wonder. How 
happy are they?  

Moments before landing at Bhutan’s Paro 
Airport on Drukair, wooden flute Muzak 
fills the cabin and you fill out an immigra-
tion card that reads: “Bhutan: Happiness 
is a Place.” Beginning in 1971, the country  

A temple on the Pachu River between Paro 

and Thimphu. Above: The main lodge and 

(right) a room at Amankora Thimphu.
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heightened by high-altitude light, is of a val-

ley renowned as the winter home of the rare 

black-necked crane. 

Beyond its simple beauty, the valley is 

even more remarkable for having only re-

cently allowed in electricity. That’s right: 

Local elders voted against electricity – to-

day, 39 percent of the country’s population 

still has none – fearing it would interrupt 

the annual black-necked crane migration. 

But now the wood-shuttered, two- and 

three-story farmhouses here, all built in 

traditional fourteenth-century style, sport 

solar panels and satellite dishes alongside 

prayer flags. 

It’s these visible changes – and the deli-

cate balance of old ways and new – that 

makes Bhutan so interesting. When we tour 

the Gangtey Monastery, a sixteenth-centu-

ry temple perched above the valley, young 

monks in scarlet robes horse around the 

courtyard as they have for centuries, while 

a gray-haired woman prostrates herself at 

the entrance. Between each prostration she 

draws her arms wide, like she’s gathering up 

the air, raises them to her head, then presses 

them to her heart. 

“She’s collecting all sentient beings who 

are suffering in the world – all human be-

ings, animals, insects,” Wangchuk explains, 

“then praying for the past” (hands above 

head), “praying for the present” (hands at 

head), “and praying for the future” (hands 

at heart). In the clean, clear sky above the 

monastery, a dozen cranes spiral overhead 

like black kites against dazzling blue. The 

Bhutanese believe that the arrival and cir-

cling of the cranes each year provides a  

“Hiking Here makes me Happy. i can’t 

describe it – it just makes me feel lighter,” 

Wangchuk says. He’s sporting his usual 

outfit: a crisp gho (robe), knee socks, and 

dress shoes, offset by black-framed glasses 

and a hipster haircut. (Women wear a kira, 

a brightly patterned, ankle-length dress.) 

As he leads the three of us along an ancient 

footpath through the Phobjikha Valley, he 

doesn’t have to describe it. We feel it: the 

healthy blue pine forest; the landscape, 

gentle underfoot; in the distance, moun-

tains rising in all directions. Our path fol-

lows a ridge wrapped in short gold-brown 

grass, the weather is ideal, and the view, 

famously rejected GDP as the only way to val-

ue progress. Instead, it championed holistic 

development, measuring prosperity through 

Gross National Happiness (GNH). A GNH 

“index” tracks indicators, such as psycho-

logical well-being, health, education, time 

use, and cultural diversity. Although the U.N. 

adopted a resolution to put happiness on the 

global agenda in 2012, the model is coming 

under increasing criticism inside the coun-

try. In last year’s elections the opposition 

party upset the ruling party, challenging the 

concept of GNH. Bhutan’s new prime minis-

ter has shifted focus away from GNH and to-

ward reducing debt and unemployment.

Living-color culture: Young monks at the 

Gangtey Monastery and (right) prayer flags 

in a pass between Gangtey and Bumthang.
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Motion to impress: A classical dance  

performance at Amankora Thimphu.
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Clockwise from top left: 

Darts, the national pastime;  

a merchant at at the top of 

a mountain pass; a button 

portrait of Bhutan’s king 

and queen; textiles for sale 

at a roadside stand; typical 

Bhutanese food at Aman-

kora Gangtey; guide Sonam 

Wangchuk; yaks on the 

road; and the long-hauler, 

Bhutanese-style.
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needles and wood smoke. At the eighth- 

century Jambay Temple, one of the coun-

try’s holiest spots (where Guru Rimpo-

ché, the eighth-century tantric master, is 

thought to have first brought Buddhism to 

Bhutan), we join a parade of elderly Bhuta-

nese circumnavigating the courtyard in a 

slow, hunched walking meditation. It’s love-

ly: the rhythm and turn of prayer wheels, the 

chirp of birds, the flap of prayer flags in the 

breeze. We spin the prayer wheels, send out 

our silent petitions, glance at the weathered 

faces as we pass, and exchange shy grins 

ers. In four days! A young Western couple 

leap out of a jeep. They might as well be  

Martians. None of us can think of a single 

other place we’ve traveled – and we’re a well-

traveled bunch – where we’ve encountered 

so few tourists (aside from the handful stay-

ing at our hotels, whom we see repeatedly).

As we travel farther east, each valley 

feels more silent and enclosed than the 

last. In Bumthang, which is full of temples, 

my room overlooks a stone courtyard that 

opens onto the royal family’s former pal-

ace, used until 1954. The air smells of pine  

special blessing. “They go up and circle three 

times. Always three times,” Wangchuk says 

softly. “I wouldn’t believe it unless I’d seen it 

with my own eyes.”

I believe it, standing here where the 

rhythm of the modern world feels far away 

and the pulse of all sentient beings feels 

near. We enter the main gompa (temple), 

follow Wangchuk up a series of steep lad-

ders, and enter a small altar room. Once our 

eyes adjust to the dim light, we can make out 

walls covered with frescoes of lively deities 

and a floor lined with Bhutanese drums and 

ancient trumpets, each fashioned from a hu-

man leg bone. On the altar before us, butter 

lamps burn and bowls of holy water beckon. 

We’re absorbing all this when young 

monks begin streaming in and taking up 

drums and trumpets. Once they start what 

sounds like Buddhist band practice, Wang-

chuk motions for us to bow out. 

 “There was a moment up there when time 

stopped,” Beth whispers when we reach  

the courtyard.

Suddenly we’re all speaking softly. Maybe 

it’s the Bhutanese people, their straightfor-

ward gentleness and pride, or the silence of 

the spaces – inside and out – but it makes you 

feel quiet and careful, like you’ve been hand-

ed a fragile treasure. Traveling in Bhutan, we 

notice, can have a little of the quality of step-

ping into a chapel. All is not perfect: There 

is high youth unemployment, poverty, cor-

ruption, a sobering lack of infrastructure. 

But it’s hard not to feel reverential when you 

witness a tiny country holding tight to its 

traditions as the outside world closes in. 

Back on the road to Bumthang, the

easternmost point of our pilgrimage, our 

driver, Ugyen, follows the winding curves. 

We descend through forests of hemlock, na-

tive oak, and spruce; we see our first rhodo-

dendrons, deep-red blooms on plants tall as 

trees. We slow down for five furry yaks stuck 

in the road; we stare at them and they stare at 

us, profoundly confused. We pass road signs 

that read: “Mountains Are Pleasing Only if 

You Drive Slowly.” And simply, “THANKS.”

At a viewpoint near Trongsa, in the center 

of the country, we also see our first foreign-

It’s hard not to feel reverentIal 
when you wItness 

a tIny country holdIng tIght 
to Its tradItIons 

as the outsIde world closes In.
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of rushing water. There, clinging to the 

cliffs, is Tiger’s Nest. We cross a hanging 

bridge strung with prayer flags. The sound 

of horns floats down from above. A proces-

sion of monks appears, descending from Ti-

ger’s Nest straight toward us. Beth and I get 

separated in the commotion, so I enter the 

monastery and step out to where a walkway 

cantilevers over the cliffs. Monks gather 

on it, blowing trumpets and waving white 

scarves over the railing toward the distant 

snow peaks and the heavens. 

I am an outsider – the only one. I press 

myself back against a cold stone wall, trans-

fixed: the horns, the monks, the scarves. 

Then, without warning – even though 

the early-spring sun is shining – it begins to 

snow. Tiny, auspicious-seeming flakes float 

down. The monks waving their white prayer 

flags grin. And I smile back: Happiness is 

not only being, I think, but being here. 

astery, more commonly known as Tiger’s 

Nest, Bhutan’s most famous landmark. The 

valley is thick with fog when we arrive, but 

the next morning the view is revealed: jag-

ged snowcapped peaks against bright blue 

sky and visibility so sharp it’s like seeing 

the Himalayas in high-def. Most astonish-

ing of all, though, is Tiger’s Nest – it looks 

like it’s glued to the cliff face. 

At the trailhead we encounter more tour-

ists in five minutes than we’ve seen all week. 

Beth and I start walking. We pass each of the 

other hiking parties until none are left and 

we’re the only ones on the trail. As we climb 

higher we shed our down jackets and stop to 

spin a series of prayer wheels. Signs along 

the trail proclaim: “Green Is Gold, Let Us 

Preserve It!” and, “Remember, Nature Is the 

Source of All Happiness!” 

An hour farther we round the corner to 

face an icy black gorge filled with the sound 

that seem to say, it’s a stunning day to be 

alive, isn’t it?

After a 12-hour drive back to Thim-

phu, Bhutan’s capital, I meet Sureg Loja, a 

Bhutanese trekking guide who now runs 

a boutique travel agency, for coffee. Loja, 

dressed in jeans and a California surf  

T-shirt, acknowledges that change is com-

ing fast. Television was only allowed into 

Bhutan in 1999, and today Bhutan Telecom 

has 110,000 mobile Internet subscribers. 

There isn’t a single stoplight in the country, 

and the tallest building is six stories, but it’s 

all relative. “Forty or fifty years ago, people 

were still on horseback,” he points out. “We 

lived a very basic, medieval existence.” Now, 

schools, roads, and electricity are the coun-

try’s top infrastructure priorities. 

An hour pAst thimphu A trAil leAds 

up through pine forest to Taktsang Mon-

Timeless icons: Tiger’s Nest Mon-

astery clings to a cliff and (right) a 

young monk holds a bowl of red rice.

tip
“While Bhutan is geographi-

cally small, it takes a considerable 
amount of time to drive between des-
tinations. Allow yourself at least two, if 

not three, nights in each destination 
to reduce the stress of traveling.”

– Carissa Cummings, travel 
advisor, Garden Grove, 

California
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DOING IT  Travcoa’s roster of Bhu-

tan journeys is deep – and so is the 

company’s history, as it marks its 

60th anniversary this year. Travel-

ers can choose from any of six 

Bhutan trips, ranging from shorter 

small-group excursions to longer 

private overviews of Bhutan, 

Nepal, and Tibet. Virtuoso travel 

advisors’ relationships with Trav-

coa make planning all the easier. 

Departures throughout 2014; from 

$3,445 (six-day private tour) to 

$13,995 (13-day private tour). 

STAY  Amankora is not one, but a 

collection of five small lodges scat-

tered throughout Bhutan in Paro, 

Thimphu, Punakha, Gangtey, and 

Bumthang – all with Aman’s signa-

ture restrained opulence. (Many of 

the high-end tours use Amankora’s 

lodges.) This February, Amankora 

is hosting a ten-day photographic 

tour led by renowned photogra-

pher Basil Pao. Photo workshop 

February 11; from $18,350 for two 

travelers, including all meals and a 

hot-stone bath for two at Aman-

kora Paro. 

Uma by COMO operates two 

properties in Bhutan, one in Paro 

and one at the western end of the 

Punakha Valley. The lodges strike a 

balance between cozy and classy 

with white fabrics, warm wood 

elements, and Buddhist-style 

frescoes. Like Amankora, the Uma 

properties offer multiday tours 

with guides and activities, as well 

as special events such as a five-

night, yoga-focused retreat at the 

Paro property. Yoga retreat avail-

able through 2014; from $5,920 

for two, including all meals, yoga, 

guided walks, and one 60-minute 

massage per person. 

LOGISTICS  There’s a common 

misconception that Bhutan has 

a tourism quota, but that was 

never the case. Until 1974, the only 

foreigners allowed into the country 

were guests of the royal family. But 

that year, as part of a moderniza-

tion program, King Jigme Singye 

Wangchuck began permitting 

carefully controlled tourism. Now 

visitors from all nations (except In-

dia, Bangladesh, and the Maldives) 

must obtain a visa and spend a 

minimum of $200 per person, per 

day (low season) or $250 per per-

son, per day (high season) toward 

accommodations and other travel 

expenses, $65 of which goes to 

the government. You must travel 

through a registered Bhutanese 

tour operator. While the tourism 

department points out that visitors 

don’t have to be accompanied by 

guides at all times, a great guide 

adds immeasurable depth to  

the experience. 

The only flights into Bhu-

tan used to be via the national 

carrier, Drukair (there are two 

entry points for tourists arriving 

by road). Bhutan’s first private 

airline, Tashi Air, began service 

just last year. These airlines offer 

direct flights from Bangkok, Delhi, 

Singapore, and other major cities 

in the area. (Landing at Paro Air-

port is thrilling. Sit on the left side 

of the plane for the best views of 

Mount Everest.)  

Road less traveled: Bhutan’s  

main highway crosses the country 

from east to west.

HIMALAYAN HIGH LIFE
How to see the Land of the Thunder Dragon.
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8 MORE WAYS TO GO

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

BASICS

Abercrombie 

& Kent’s 13-

day group tour 

in Bhutan and 

Nepal, with an 

optional four 

days in Lhasa.

Absolute 

Travel’s  

11-day  

private tour.

Artisans of 

Leisure’s 

seven-day 

private, 

customizable 

trip.

Eight-day 

Backroads 

group biking 

and hiking 

adventure. 

Ten-day 

private But-

terfield & 

Robinson trip.

Greaves 

Tours’ 14-day 

private trip 

to Bhutan 

and Nepal.

Remote 

Lands’ 14-day 

in-depth  

private  

exploration.

Nomadic 

Expeditions’ 

11-day private 

journey. 

HIGHLIGHT

Spotting 

rhinos, 

leopards, and 

maybe Bengal 

tigers on an 

elephant-back 

safari in Ne-

pal’s Chitwan 

National Park.

Spend a 

night in a 

monastery 

in Bumthang  

and meet the 

royal family’s 

embroiderer 

in Thimphu.

Tailor the trip 

with your own 

additions –  

private ar-

chery lessons 

or a meeting 

with an  

astrologer, 

for instance.

Visits to out-

of-the-way 

monasteries 

and Back-

roads’ local 

guide, a for-

mer National 

Assembly 

member.

Hike through 

the forest to 

the Tashigang 

Monastery for 

a private puja 

ceremony 

with the 

lama and his 

students.

An early-

morning flight 

past Mount 

Everest – and 

the contrast 

of Buddhist 

(Bhutan) and 

Hindu (Nepal) 

cultures.

Meet with 

members 

of parlia-

ment or even 

the former 

Bhutanese 

ambassador 

to the United 

Nations. 

Share a home-

cooked lunch 

with a farming 

family in the 

country – and 

add rafting, 

kayaking, or 

mountain-bik-

ing excursions.

DETAILS

February 

15 through 

November 10; 

from $7,995. 

Lhasa extension 

from $1,695.

Through 

2014; from 

$11,250.

Through 

2014; from 

$7,395.

March, April, 

September, 

and Novem-

ber; from 

$5,998.

March 

through May 

or October 

through De-

cember; from 

$9,495.

Through 

2014; from 

$4,411.

Any day 

through 2014; 

from $760 

per day.

Any day 

through 2014; 

from $11,995.
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 ADDRESSED
Heading to BEijing, LonDon, nEw YoRk, or MiAMi? We have 
the hotels that will put them on your list – plus reasons to add 
Courchevel, Venice, and Florence too. By Amy LAughinghouse

Live birds 

at Rosewood London.
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room for 50 percent off.” 

Here are two more: Sense 

Spa (complete with wood 

bridges traversing a 

stream), and that British 

attention to detail, which 

shows throughout the 

306 guest rooms with 

elegant touches such as 

local Czech & Speake  

toiletries and Alpaca 

silver basins in the bath-

rooms, and quotes from 

Shakespeare’s sonnets 

and Charles Dickens’ 

Great Expectations en- 

graved on TV stands’ 

crystal glass. 
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Located in a 1914 Edwardian landmark, 

Rosewood’s debut European property 

makes a memorable frst impression, with 

a grand courtyard entry, a front door 

modeled after the Prime Minister’s at 10 

Downing Street, and a marble staircase 

ascending seven stories toward a 166-

foot cupola. 

The Belle epoque Makeover

Rosewood London, engLand 

British charm: Fireside cocktails at the bar and rosewood’s doorman. 

Opposite (clockwise from left): high tea in the mirror room, the lobby’s 

rose-bronze entrance, the chancery house suite living room, and Bubble 

and shrubs – a gin and elderflower treat topped with champagne. 

 afteRnoon out:  Speaking of Dickens, literary buffs can immerse 

themselves in manuscripts and personal memorabilia at the recently 

renovated Charles Dickens Museum, where the author penned 

Oliver Twist, on nearby Doughty Street. For one-of-a-kind boutiques 

selling everything from framed butterflies to limited-edition prints 

and antique china, head around the corner from the hotel to leafy 

Lamb’s Conduit Street.

 CheCk in foR:  “Here 

are three reasons I’ll be 

telling my clients to stay 

at the Rosewood,” says 

Greenwich, Connecti-

cut-based Virtuoso travel 

advisor Tom Mullen: 

“A guaranteed room on 

arrival – no more waiting 

around until 3 pm check-

in; a central location, 

five minutes’ walk from 

Covent Garden and 10 to 

15 minutes from the Lon-

don Eye, Big Ben, and St. 

Paul’s Cathedral; and, for 

families booking a suite, 

the option of a second 

Ten minutes’ walk  

from the  

London Eye.
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 ROOM TO SPLURGE:  The 6,295-square-foot Grand Manor House Wing encompasses six 

bedrooms, a dressing room, library, dining room, and several sitting rooms. It comes with 

a private street entrance and elevator, and it’s the only hotel suite we know of with its own 

postal code. Doubles from $960, including breakfast daily, a $100 dining credit, and, for reserva-
tions made by March 31, a room upgrade. Grand Manor House Wing from $12,595.

 LOCAL DRAW:  Holborn 

Dining Room, a bras-

serie mixing reclaimed 

oak, antique mirrors, 

and leather upholstery, 

launches in February 

with British dishes such 

as Cornish crab bisque, 

Highland partridge, and 

a Sterlingshire porter-

house. In fine weather 

(it happens oc-

casionally), 

guests can dine 

alfresco in the 

interior courtyard. 

Holborn Delicatessen 

will offer grab-and-go 

sandwiches, soups, and 

salads alongside British-

sourced charcute-

rie, marmalades, 

and cheese. 
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As you may expect from a hotel helmed by Leonardo 

Ferragamo, son of the late luxury-goods designer Salvatore 

Ferragamo, Portrait Firenze opens in May with experiences 

tailored to feel as comfortable as a pair of Italian shoes – 

private museum tours, atelier visits, and more. 

LA DOLCE VITA

PORTRAIT FIRENZE, ITALY

 THE NEIGHBORHOOD: 

From Portrait’s coveted 

location on the Arno 

River overlooking the 

Ponte Vecchio, you’re a 

short walk from Palazzo 

Strozzi, the Uffizi and 

Accademia galleries, and 

the San Marco and Stib-

bert museums, as well as 

the artisans’ district of 

Santa Croce. 

“Without a doubt, its 

privilege is location,” says 

Virtuoso’s on-site Flor-

ence expert Francesca 

Pozzi. “It’s one of the best 

of any hotel in the city, 

a few steps – really, 100 

meters – from the bridge.” 

Grab a complimentary 

bike and map outlining 

various itineraries and 

go exploring, or tap the 

hotel staff for personal-

shopping excursions and 

tours of the Vasari Cor-

ridor, built by Grand Duke 

Cosimo I de’ Medici in 

1564 (or, for kids, a visit to 

the Galileo Museum).

 BRING IT BACK:  Use your 

exclusive ten-percent 

discount at Creations, 

a boutique within 

the hotel’s Salvatore 

Ferragamo boutique, 

which offers numbered, 

limited-edition re-

creations of shoes and 

bags displayed in the 

fashion icon’s Florence 

museum (to which hotel 

guests receive compli-

mentary admission). 

Built from the original 

lasts and leathers, each is 

tagged with the com-

pany’s 1930s logo and 

comes with a certificate 

of authenticity detailing 

its history and distin-

guishing characteris-

tics. Doubles from $563, 
including breakfast daily 
and a bottle of sparkling 
wine in room, a $65 dining 
credit, Internet access, and 
one-way airport or train 
station transfers.

 CHECK IN FOR:  Six studios and 30 suites equipped with in-

room iPads, Bluetooth sound systems, Salvatore Ferragamo 

bath products – even flat-iron hair straighteners. Many feature 

balcony views of the river, the Ponte Vecchio, and the Floren-

tine hills; inside, classic books, linen and silk fabrics, and rich 

wood furnishings reinterpret 1950s Italian design. 

BEST FOOT FORWARD (from top): Crossing the Ponte 

Vecchio, a Creations reproduction, and the view from 

a Portrait Firenze guest room and terrace.
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BEYOND THE LOBBY
Two great twists on hotel staples.

With items ranging from stuffed Fortuny fabric owls to Ilaria Fendi handbags incorporating vintage

images, House of Waris Rare is not your average hotel gift shop. The recently opened boutique at 

Venice’s revamped 82-room Gritti Palace is a collaboration with jewelry designer and actor Waris 

Ahluwalia. Inside, you’ll find handmade treasures he picked up while traveling the world, from upstate 

New York to Bali. “The journey of meeting these individuals and hearing their stories was itself an adven-

ture,” Ahluwalia says of his finds, which span some 14 countries. “These are objects that imbue living with 

a sense of excitement, charm, and wonder. It’s impossible to pick a favorite. I’m getting one of everything, 

of course.” In the lead for most original: the Turkish breadboard – with a knuckle-duster handle. Perfect 

for the ninja chef in your life. Doubles from $1,554, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

THE GIFTED 

TRAVELER

The French Alps’ most anticipated property, 

L’Apogée Courchevel, opens atop a former Olym-

pic ski jump with 53 guest rooms, a penthouse, a 

private chalet, and perhaps the premier addition 

to the area’s après-ski scene – the Champagne 

Lounge. Basking in the warmth of a crackling fire-

place, guests select from a menu of rare vintages 

such as a Louis Roederer Cristal 2002 jeroboam 

(3-liter bottle), accented by a lattice of 24-karat 

gold. Head barman Akram Rechidov can suggest 

pairings for dishes that range from hot dogs with 

Périgord truffles to a club sandwich with foie gras. 

Doubles from $1,217, including breakfast daily and 

a $100 dining credit.

POPPING OFF IN THE ALPS

Snowboarding in Courchevel.

Waris Ahluwalia and his menagerie, a Fortuny owl (left) and 

Venice artist Stefano Zanin’s mirrored elephant (right).
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REINVENTING A LEGEND 

ST. REGIS NEW YORK

 CALLING CARD:  We wish all hotels 

could nail butler service like St. Regis 

does, but for sheer NYC style, the 

hotel’s Bentley car service stands out. 

Our pick of the house fleet: its 2013 

Mulsanne, customized exclusively for 

the hotel, which debuted as the first 

of its model in the U.S. Doubles from 
$995, including breakfast daily and 
afternoon tea once during stay.

More than a century after it opened under the 

watchful eye of Colonel John Jacob Astor IV, this 

Fifth Avenue gem sparkles brighter than ever with 

a yearlong redesign of its public spaces and all 229 

guest rooms.

THE LOOK:  “While many of our competitors opt 

for muted neutral palettes and decor, we’re 

introducing bold royal blue, eggplant purple, 

and warm burgundy accents,” says general 

manager Paul Nash. The decision – 

coupled with geometric-print carpets and the oc-

casional touch of animal print – lends a cheerful, vibrant 

feel to the rooms, which also received tech upgrades such as televisions 

embedded in bathroom mirrors and motion-sensor-controlled air con-

ditioning and lighting. Traditionalists, rejoice: The reception’s original 

Tiffany stained-glass windows, hidden by a previous renovation, will be 

revealed once more, and the gilded entry, elaborate crown moldings, and 

Waterford crystal chandeliers that attracted celebrities such as Marlene 

Dietrich, Salvador Dalí, and Alfred Hitchcock remain.
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   CHEERS TO THIS: The bar, with 

its famous King Cole mural, has 

expanded into the King Cole Bar & 

Salon, featuring an open fireplace 

and a restaurant by chef John 

DeLucie.

Check out St. Regis 

hotels’ twists on the 

King Cole’s classic 

cocktail on page 68.

MANHATTAN PROJECT: St. Regis New 

York’s Presidential Suite (left), Fifth 

Avenue Suite (right), and (below) bar 

and Bloody Mary.

ONES TO WATCH
Three hotels to set your travel calendar by.

This Janu-

ary, COMO 

Hotels and 

Resorts launches its first 

North American sanctu-

ary, Metropolitan by 

COMO, Miami Beach. 

The 74-room hotel in the 

Art Deco District places 

you a discreet distance 

from buzzy South Beach, 

providing a quiet haven 

with a rooftop spa, yoga 

terrace, swimming pool, 

and direct beach access. 

Located in the 

central Chaoy-

ang business 

district across from the 

CCTV Tower, the 283-

room Rosewood Beijing 

will offer more outdoor 

landscaped space than 

any other Beijing luxury 

hotel when it opens this 

spring. Spa lovers should 

book one of Sense Spa’s 

five suites designed for 

overnight stays.

Hyatt Hotels debuts 

its flagship property 

this May – the 210-

room Park Hyatt 

New York, across 

from Carnegie Hall. “It’s 

perhaps the most exciting 

Manhattan hotel project 

of our lifetime,” says 

Virtuoso travel advisor 

Michael Holtz. “After learn-

ing about it, I snapped up 

a three-bedroom condo in 

the building with access 

to the Park Hyatt’s ameni-

ties.” The hotel, which 

occupies the first 20 

floors of the 90-story 

One57 skyscraper, will 

include a bar, restaurant, 

spa, and – rare in the city – 

indoor pool.    

Rosewood Beijing.
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SEOUL RISING

Jogyesa Temple Kwangjuyo pottery shop

In Myeong-dong districtBreakfast at the Park Hyatt
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AN IPhONE PhOtO jOURNEy thROUGh thE SOUth KOREAN cAPItAL, 

A cIty thAt’S REAdy fOR ItS cLOSE-UP.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Street snacks

Artfu l subway advertisingcafé sty le in Samcheong-dong

Changing of the guards at Gyeongbokgung Pa lace
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I 
went to Seoul expectIng K-pop muSIc, excellent  bar-

becue, and kimchi. I found a cosmopolitan city on the verge of 

becoming a sought-after international destination. During our 

week there, my husband and I walked miles every day exploring 

the sprawling city of 10 million. 

We shopped – at the night market in Dongdaemun; in Myeong-

dong, home to mega department stores Lotte and Shinsegae, not 

to mention every Korean cosmetic brand available; in Samcheong-

dong, Seoul’s little Portland, with indie cafés, artisan boutiques, and 

traditional Korean architecture; and in Itaewon, a design-focused 

neighborhood where I discovered two of my favorite shops, the 

beautifully designed Beaker and Millimeter Milligram, a minimal-

ist’s paper and stationery dream. We ate hodduk (sweet pancakes 

filled with brown-sugar syrup) and other novel foods (a hot dog on 

a stick rolled in fried potatoes) – never more than a dollar or two – 

at the city’s ubiquitous street-food stalls. We joined the chants at a 

professional baseball game, where the fans’ choreographed cheers 

were as much a spectacle as the action on the field. And through it 

all we absorbed the essence of Seoul.

While Koreans generally don’t make eye contact and smile at 

strangers on the street, when we asked for help or directions, people 

unfailingly went out of their way to assist. One man in Samcheong-

dong escorted us all the way to the street we were looking for, rather 

than just pointing us in the right direction. Taking the subway gives 

you an instant peek into Korean culture: Riders form two single-file 

lines on the platform to wait for their train. When a train arrives, pas-

sengers exit, also in single file. Once you’re on board, silence reigns, 

with not so much as a cell phone bleep to break the calm. It’s the pic-

ture of order and efficiency. And Seoul is still a great value: The dollar 

is strong, food is inexpensive, and shopping is reasonable.

My enduring image of Seoul came during our final moment at the 

Park Hyatt hotel. An employee walked us to the elevator to say good-

bye. As the doors were closing, she bowed slowly, a perfect marriage 

of Korean grace and quiet. I think I’ll be back soon. 

Tradition in the city: Gyeongbokgung Pa lace 

I
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I found a cosmopolItan cIty 

on the verge of becomIng 

a sought-after InternatIonal destInatIon.

Korean beauty products Baseba l l fever

Mil l imeter Mil l igram paper store and caféSold iers at the border with North Korea



VIRTUOSO LIFE  | www.v irtuoso.com124

capital pursuits

getting there   

Korean Air offers 

direct flights to Seoul 

from 12 North Ameri-

can cities, including 

Chicago, Dallas/Fort 

Worth, New York, and 

San Francisco. First-

class passengers 

on routes served 

by double-decker 

A380s can belly 

up to the Absolut 

Vodka Celestial Bar 

on the upper level, 

and business-class 

travelers can help 

themselves at a 

self-service bar. 

StAY  The rain 

shower, soaking 

tub, and Aesop bath 

products at the park 

Hyatt seoul eased 

my muscles after 

days spent roaming 

the city. Not to be 

missed: the 185-

room hotel’s extrava-

gant breakfast buffet 

with Korean delights 

such as pork belly 

and homemade 

dumplings, as well 

as a full American 

breakfast spread. 

There’s a Green Line 

subway station, the 

main loop around 

the city, right outside 

the front door. 

Doubles from $360; 

including breakfast 

daily, a $50 dining 

credit, and a bottle  

of red wine.  

need to know

 Seoul’s subway is 

an easy and quick 

way to get around 

town – and signs are 

in English. Download 

the Metro app to 

your smartphone. 

 For keeping in 

touch with home, try 

Wireless Traveler’s 

international cell 

phone rentals.

 Bring your walking 

shoes. We averaged 9 

to 12 miles per day. 

 The lower levels of 

large shopping cen-

ters have terrific food 

courts – don’t miss 

the one in the Hyundai 

Department Store 

near the Park Hyatt.

 Seoul is exception-

ally clean, but there 

are few trash bins. 

You are expected to 

carry your trash with 

you until you can find 

a receptacle.

 If you want to 

visit the DMZ at the 

border with North 

Korea (a bit touristy, 

but well worth the 

hour-long drive from 

Seoul), you need to 

book an organized 

tour. Your travel 

advisor can help you 

arrange one.  

The ins and outs of a Seoul-searching trip.

Sunrise over Seou l from the Park Hyatt

Subway greetings

Sugar rush at the Hyunda i Department Store

 a Man in saMcHeong-Dong  

escorteD us all tHe way to tHe 

street we were looking for, 

ratHer tHan just pointing us  

in tHe rigHt Direction.



Gateway to the Divine
As a symbol of purity for over 800 years, the torii to Itsukushima 
shrine cleanses all who pass through. Opening onto one of 
Japan’s most stunning locations, where architecture 
pays equal tribute to the spiritual and natural worlds, 
Miyajima is truly the land of the divine.

facebook.com/visitjapan twitter.com/visit_japan pinterest.com/visitjapanusa www.japantravelinfo.com

Miyajima
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Great Outdoors

A
Clockwise from top 

left: Sea kayaking 

down under, Austria 

schussing, and spotted 

rays in Brazil.

Ten trips to put the “wow” 
in your life. By chRISTOPhER SOLOmOn

LisT
ADVENTURE

new year calls for a 

new adventure – and if you 

thought luxury travel equals 

leisurely repose, think again. 

From slope to shore, along with a couple 

of exotic cruises, we’ve chosen ten plum 

trips from Virtuoso’s portfolio of active and adventure tour compa-

nies that will get you up and moving. Your travel advisor has insider 

relationships with these companies, knows the best times to go, and 

can tweak your itinerary if you want to stay longer or see other sights 

along the way.

Ski PAtrol 

Specializing in ski and snowboard trips worldwide, Alpine Adven-

tures plans bespoke and group outings – and books the best places to 

stay, from Aspen’s Little Nell to Austrian chalets.

The Trip: Vienna and skiing at Austria’s Schladming



“

EXPEDITION: Galápagos

SHIP: National Geographic Endeavour

Filed daily from our ten ships worldwide, 

our Daily Expedition Reports provide 

unvarnished accounts of what 

happens each day on our expeditions.

Immediately after breakfast we got into Zodiacs and set off 

along the coastline of Santiago Island. Of course, this made the snorkelers

eager to get in the water. We saw lots of fish in the clear water, but it 

wasn’t until the last five minutes that chaos let loose. That’s when I 

glanced up ahead into one of the tiny little bays and saw blue-footed 

boobies, brown pelicans, brown noddy terns and…penguins! A feeding 

frenzy was moving rapidly our way. I had just enough time to turn 

around and shout…”  >> Continued at expeditions.com/Santiago

EXPEDITION GALçPAGOS
To reserve, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A FLEETING 
MOMENT AND A LASTING MEMORY.
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Great Outdoors

Now the company brings its elevated cruis-

ing to Southeast Asia.

The Trip: Cruising the Mekong River

The DeTails: Launching later this year, the 

Aqua Mekong is a 205-foot custom “float-

ing boutique hotel” that will house a spa, 

screening room, outdoor pool, and 20 

suites, each with floor-to-ceiling windows 

framing river views of the Vietnamese and 

Cambodian countryside. The seven-night 

cruises (three- and four-night trips are also 

available) start at Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh 

City and head north into Cambodia – or vice 

Kamchatka Peninsula to the Kuril Islands 

and on to Hokkaido, Japan. Watch for be-

luga whales, thousands of seals, and the 

huge Steller’s sea eagle, then head ashore for 

walks with naturalists. Keep an eye out for 

the “auklet haze” – flocks of whiskered auk-

lets that darken the sky as dusk falls. Depar-
ture: July 25; from $14,970.

Five-Star Mekong

Peru-based Aqua Expeditions was the first 

adventure travel company to introduce five-

star cruises on the Amazon River in Peru. 

Clockwise from top left: 

Beluga whales in Siberia, 

exploring Banff national 

Park’s backcountry, 

and the kuril islands’ 

coastline.

The DeTails: Schladming was the site of the 

2013 FIS Alpine World Ski Championships. 

During five days on skis, soak up tips from 

trip escort and Level III instructor Leo De-

melbauer as you schuss down the resort’s 

four interconnected mountains. When you 

need a break, stop at one of Schladming’s 45 

on-mountain huts for a glühwein. The trip 

kicks off with a three-day visit to the for-

mer Habsburg capital of Vienna. Departure: 
March 8 from Boston; from $3,485.

MuShing through Canada

With nearly 45 years of experience, Knightly 

Tours specializes in Alaska, western Can-

ada, and the Canadian Rockies and has the 

connections to customize most itineraries.

The Trip: Canadian Rockies in the winter

The DeTails: This is a Whitman’s Sampler 

of the Great White North: As you travel by 

train and motorcoach for eight days through 

the Rockies to Vancouver, disembark to 

dog-mush and lodge near Banff National 

Park, drink cocoa before postcard views of 

Victoria Glacier at The Fairmont Chateau 

Lake Louise, and take a snowshoe tour in 

Jasper National Park. Departures: Sundays 
and Thursdays through April 16 from Calgary; 
from $2,500.

CarBon-neutral north

Natural Habitat Adventures, a carbon- 

neutral ecotourism and adventure travel 

company, offers a portfolio of trips around 

the globe, from Greenland to the Galápagos.

The Trip: Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk

The DeTails: This new 19-day cruise on the 

all-suite, 100-passenger Caledonian Sky arcs 

through the Sea of Okhotsk from Siberia’s 
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Great Outdoors

versa – with daily river and shore excursions 

and an option to add an extension to Angkor 

Wat. Departures: Seven-night sailings begin 
September 9; from $7,000.

ON THE ISTHmuS

Heading south? Ladatco Tours has the on-

the-ground knowledge to help you and your 

advisor plan the perfect trip. The company 

tailors itineraries for Central and South 

America, the Falkland Islands, and Antarc-

tica to your needs and interests. 

The Trip: Panama Explorer 

The DeTails: To get a feel for the different 

faces of “the crossroads of America,” start 

this ten-day trip in Panama City’s Casco 

Viejo, a UNESCO World Heritage site. After 

touring the Panama Canal, head for Bocas 

del Toro, where thatched-hut accommoda-

tions sit on stilts above the Caribbean. De-
partures: Any day through 2014; from $5,600.  

AuSTRALIA’S WILD ISLAND

Cofounded more than 25 years ago by Aus-

sie Ian Swain, and with a staff that includes 

many native Aussies and New Zealanders, 

Swain Tours is particularly well known for 

its Oceania expertise.

The view from Tasmania’s 

mount Wellington  

and (bottom) afloat  

in French Polynesia.



Modern Luxury is a trademark of Celebrity Cruises Inc. ©2013 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 13036211 • 11/2013

Caribbean • Alaska • Europe • Australia & New Zealand • Hawaii • Panama Canal • Asia • South 

America • Bermuda • Galapagos • Canada & New England • Pacifc Coastal • Transatlantic

Discover global destinations on all seven continents aboard modern, upscale vacations where you’ll 

unwind in world-class accommodations, dine in restaurants where the vibe is as appealing as the 

cuisine, enjoy intuitive service delivered with a keen eye for detail, and do as much (or as little) as 

you choose.

Because we believe every moment of your vacation should be 

measured by just how far it takes you from the ordinary.

That’s modern luxurySM.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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The Trip: Discover Tasmania

The DeTails: Explore this island province of 

rugged mountains; open moors; long, de-

serted beaches; and still-pure rivers by car 

on this self-guided, ten-night trip. There’s 

time to sample three national parks, includ-

ing Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National 

Park, one of Tasmania’s most extensive 

wilderness areas, on the way to Hobart.  

Departures: Through March 31; from $3,425, 
not including international airfare.

Marquesas by Freighter

Though French Polynesia is Tahiti Legends’ 

strong point, this tour company also excels 

in trip planning for other South Seas desti-

nations, from Fiji to the Maldives and more. 

The Trip: Aranui Freighter Adventure Cruise

The DeTails: Discover a remote, less-tram-

meled part of Polynesia on this 13-night 

cruise through the volcanic Marquesas on 

board the Aranui, a working freighter that 

plies the islands – and that’s been outfitted 

for comfort. Departures: Through December 
13;  from $6,299.

World heritage explored

Blue Parallel’s itineraries in the Mediterra-

nean Basin and South America are designed 

around World Heritage destinations and 

outdoor adventures.

The Trip: Rio and Fernando de Noronha

The DeTails: During eight days in this World 

Cup year, fly into Rio, stay at the sleek  

Fasano hotel in Ipanema, and explore this 

soccer-mad city. Next, head north to Fer-

nando de Noronha, an archipelago of 21  

islands and a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Spend four nights there exploring three of 

the country’s most beautiful beaches and 

peek into the tide pools of the Rocas Atoll. 

Try “planasub” – snorkeling while being 

pulled slowly behind a boat – to get amaz-

ing views of sea turtles and vibrant fish. De-
partures: Best dates for travel are July through  
February; from $9,500.

ClassiC saFari

With a focus on small-group (usually 16 

Clockwise from top left: getting 

schooled in brazil, on safari in Kenya, 

and portugal’s douro Valley.
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guests or fewer) ecotours, International 

Expeditions’ trips worldwide are led by 

English-speaking naturalists and historians 

who are often themselves locals – and they 

were one of the first companies to launch 

trips to Cuba.

The Trip: Kenya safari

The DeTAiLS: The odds are good of seeing the 

“big five” – lion, elephant, buffalo, black 

rhino, and leopard – on this 11-day trip, 

which begins with game drives at Sweet-

waters Tented Camp (including a walking 

safari) and a visit to Jane Goodall’s chim-

panzee sanctuary, and then continues 

with still more safaris in places such as the 

Masai Mara Reserve, site of Kenya’s great 

migration. Departures: Monthly, June 12 
through September 11; from $6,868. 

PORTuGAL IN-DEPTH

Heritage Tours sprang from an interest in 

societies that f lourished in places of “con-

structive Jewish-Muslim coexistence,” as 

founder Joel Zack puts it. Today the com-

pany crafts private itineraries in Moroc-

co, Spain, Turkey, Portugal, and southern 

Africa, with a strong focus on culture and 

local guides.

The Trip: Undiscovered Portugal

The DeTAiLS: On this upscale ten-day tour 

of Portugal, drop your bags at the Four Sea-

sons Hotel Ritz Lisbon and dive into the 

city’s narrow streets, then work your way 

north (with a private driver at the wheel) 

to the famed wine-growing Douro Valley, 

including an exploration of Porto, the town 

for which port wine is named. Departures: 
Available year-round, but spring and fall are 
ideal times; private trips from $3,500.  

tip
Tell your advisor the level  

of activity you’re up for — Virtuoso 
has a huge portfolio of adventure 
travel outftters, and your advisor 

can suggest options that are  
right for you.
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Often overlooked, Ethiopia steps back into the spotlight. 
by CHanEy KWaK

IN PLAIN SIGHT
HIDDEN

In the dust-speckled gloom of Bet maryam church, 

three old women cloaked in gauzy netala lean against faint 

wall murals, too lost in their prayers to notice me. At Christ-

mas and Epiphany, believers from all around the country fill 

Lalibela’s 11 rock-hewn churches. But now, at the tail end of the rainy 

season, the cavernous chambers are serene, worthy of the legends 

that continue to shroud them.

On the threadbare carpet that covers the uneven stone floor, an-

other woman has succumbed to slumber, curled into a ball next to 

her walking stick. It’s not unusual for pilgrims to walk for days, even 

weeks, to reach this holy town perched at 8,629 feet. But thanks to 

I
new infrastructure such as the freshly paved 

Addis Ababa-Axum highway and expanding 

air links, its two millennia’s worth of artifacts 

are now more accessible to travelers than ever. 

For my pilgrimage, Cox & Kings designed an eight-day journey 

through northern Ethiopia’s most historic sites, beginning in the 

bustling capital of Addis Ababa and visiting Lake Tana’s medieval 

monasteries and the stately fortress city of Gondar. On a continent 

where foreign tourism remains dominated by safari expeditions, 

Ethiopia’s cultural treasures illuminate a different side of Africa. 

Lalibela stands as a perfect symbol for Ethiopia today: stunning, 

Lalibela’s Church of 

Saint George.
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Culture Stop

construct them. (More likely, as many as 

40,000 craftsmen labored on them.)

King Lalibela had a vision of creating a 

second Jerusalem here, scouring the world 

for artisans and devoting his thirteenth-

century rule to sculpting a city out of this 

rugged terrain. The results are architec-

tural wonders, structures created by carving 

a bit sleepy, and sacred – and inadequately 

known to the outside world. Few scholars have 

investigated the civilization that blossomed 

in the folds of the Lasta Mountains. Where 

no records exist, myths fill in the blanks. For 

instance, these saffron-colored churches chis-

eled out of monolithic rock are so imposing 

and elaborate that locals insist angels helped 

Cox & Kings’ custom 

eight-day trip traces 

northern Ethiopia’s 

historic route. In 

addition to Addis 

Ababa, Lalibela, and 

Aksum, the private 

itinerary includes 

a jaunt to Simien 

Mountains National 

Park, where endemic 

gelada baboons and 

walia ibex roam, and 

visits to Lake Tana’s 

monasteries and the 

impressive Blue Nile 

Falls. Departures: Any 

day through 2014; 

from $4,310.

For a shorter, more 

concentrated option, 

try Kensington Tours’ 

private five-day 

focus on Addis 

Ababa and Lalibela. 

In addition to visit-

ing the rock-hewn 

churches, the stay in 

Lalibela includes an 

excursion to nearby 

Nakuto Le’Abe Mon-

astery, which houses 

ancient crosses, 

garments, and illus-

trated manuscripts. 

The fascinating Eth-

nological Museum 

and Africa’s largest 

open-air market 

are some of the 

highlights in Addis 

Ababa. Departures: 

Any day through 

2014; from $1,520. 

Travcoa’s new 17-day 

overview combines 

a northern Ethiopia 

itinerary, similar to 

that of Cox & Kings, 

with an extended 

journey through the 

southern tribal re-

gion, visiting peoples 

noted for their 

lip disks, beehive 

houses, hair sculp-

tures, and serpent 

worship. The group 

tour, which averages 

12 travelers per trip, 

is led by a local guide 

as well as a tour 

director. Departures: 

January 12, March 

16, and October 27; 

from $9,990.

EASY ETHIOpIA
Three ways to see the nothern sights and more.  

These walls can talk: 

Gondar’s ornate Debre 

Birhan Selassie.

To join us on one of our remarkable 
tours, please call your Virtuoso 

Travel Advisor.

From the imposing, intricate 
and beautiful façades of 
Moscow’s architectural wonders 
to Mongolia’s vast Gobi Desert 
and the Great Wall of China, 
our line of Trans-Siberian and 
Trans-Mongolian Adventures 
trace nearly 1,000 years’ worth 
of history in a matter of weeks. 
From a classic route on a timeless 
railway to a unique stay in the 
Gobi Desert, these railway 
journeys are once-in-a-lifetime.

Let Nomadic Expeditions 

Lead You Trough Some 

of the Most Awe-Inspiring 

Landscapes and 

Hotspots in the World



© 2013 Cox & Kings. All rights reserved. ‘We Live For Exceptional Moments’ is a service mark of Cox & Kings. CST-2105853-50

...we’ll help you live yours.
Travel with Cox & Kings to enjoy the ultimate insider’s experience — celebrating 

the magic and passion of a holiday or cultural festival with the locals. Our Desti-

nation Experts have designed special itineraries in 2014 to put you right in the 

middle of the revelry. Stay in a luxurious tented camp as you participate in 

the Buddhist Kalachakra Festival in the high desert of Ladakh, immerse your-

self in Rapa Nui culture at the vibrant Tapati Festival on remote Easter Island, 

or celebrate with the inhabitants of Barcelona at La Mercè, the country’s 

largest street party. Wherever you choose to travel in 2014 with Cox & Kings, 

catching one of these festivals on your journey will make an already fabulous trip 

completely unforgettable.

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE, CAll YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEl ADVISOR.

AFRICA • ASIA & PACIFIC • EUROPE • INDIA & BEYOND • LATIN AMERICA & ANTARCTICA • ARABIA & NORTH AFRICA

exceptional
moments...

W E  l I V E F O R

Holi, The Festival of Colors, India

Exquisite Cultural & Wildli fe Adventures SM
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Culture Stop

as deep as 50 feet into the rocky ground, 

with ornate facades of Stars of David, Greek 

crosses, Hindu symbols, and arabesque 

windows. Though Lalibela’s churches are 

its main draw, step away and you’ll wit-

ness everyday life: kids swinging paddles at  

roadside Ping-Pong tables and adults re-

turning home with eucalyptus twigs for 

firewood. From the airy hotel balconies of 

the new properties dotting the town’s hill-

top, the landscape still appears untouched 

by tourism, with clusters of round stone 

homes and terraced farms cascading to the 

valley shimmering with teff, the grain used 

to make the staple injera bread.

Though EThiopia’s sizE – morE Than 

one and a half times that of Texas – and road 

conditions mostly necessitate air travel, the 

new Addis Ababa-Axum highway proves 

a delightful way to take in scenery that’s 

just as impressive as the country’s history. 

On the drive from the relaxed lakeside city 

of Bahir Dar to flower-blanketed Simien 

Simien Mountains National 

Park’s northern escarpment.

Love free apps?
Download yours today from the App Store.

LIKE US AT VIRTUOSO, SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL.
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Mountains National Park, rural Ethiopia 

unfolds with farmers carrying produce and 

ushering livestock for miles on foot on mar-

ket days. Clusters of wooden barns, shacks, 

and roadside cafés serving egg pastries and 

strong espresso punctuate the drive, but for 

the most part, the lush savanna stretches  

for miles without interruption. 

In a miniscule town deep in Amhara 

Province, my group of four pulls over and 

sits down at a table beside locals who, unac-

customed to tourists, keep stealing glances 

at us. The proprietor roasts coffee on the 

spot and combines it with a meringue-like 

milk froth that puts baristas back home to 

shame. Perhaps it shouldn’t come as a sur-

prise: Coffee, after all, is believed to have 

originated here.

The lasT sTop on many Travelers’ 

loop is Aksum, a modest city of around 

55,000 in the northwest state of Tigray, 

where legend has it the biblical Queen of 

Sheba ruled. You won’t find traces of her 

TOWERING. RUGGED. SPECTACULAR. 

The Canadian Rocky Mountains are one of the world's most stunning sights and 

to truly experience them, it takes a Rocky Mountaineer all-daylight rail journey 

weaving through the heart of the range. 

With fi ve unique rail routes to experience, our refi ned service, stunning scenery 

and onboard cuisine will make your travel experience truly unforgettable.

STAY & PLAY FREE OFFER—When you book a qualifying holiday before February 

28, 2014, you can take advantage of up to $600* per couple in FREE add-ons!

For information and reservations,

please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

*O� er valid on new qualifying 2014 bookings made by February 28, 2014. Bonus credit amount varies by package class of service and duration of holiday. Some conditions apply.

Discover the 
Canadian Rockies 

by Rail

GoldLeaf Cuisine
Bi-level GoldLeaf Dome Coach 
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Culture Stop

tenth-century bc reign, but you will find a 

field with dozens of stone obelisks honor-

ing generations of monarchs who claimed 

lineage with the queen and King Solomon. 

Walking among the monoliths, some stand-

ing 100 feet proud and others unceremoni-

ously fallen and broken, it’s easy to imagine 

Aksum’s glorious and extravagant past. 

Like much of the country’s history, Ak-

sum’s remains buried in mystery. Only 

a handful of archaeological excavations 

have taken place. Each sporadic expedi-

tion unveils numerous vaults and tombs 

containing sarcophagi and tablets en-

graved in ancient scripts, hinting at the 

Lalibela stands as 
a perfect symbol for 
Ethiopia today: stun-
ning, a bit sleepy, 
and sacred – and  
inadequately known 
to the outside world.

A traditional thatch-hut village  

and (right) coffee preparation.

KEY WEST BIG P INE KEY & THE LOWER KEYS
MARATHON
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And leave your comfort zone at the dock. Because this is The Florida Keys. Where diving, 
snorkeling, kayaking, fly fishing, deep-sea fishing, boating and paddleboarding are the 
norm. Along with more lofty adventures. For reservations, call your 
Virtuoso travel advisor. fl a-keys.com

Pack your 
sense of adventure.
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vast riches that lie underground. Perhaps 

it makes sense that the townÕs main inter-

national claim to fame canÕt be seen: the 

Ark of the Covenant, the chest containing 

MosesÕ original tablet engraved with the 

Ten Commandments. The patriarch of 

the Ethiopian Orthodox Church affirms 

that itÕs secreted inside AxumÕs Church of 

Our Lady Mary of Zion, but only its guard-

ian and a select few church elders have laid 

eyes on it.

Strolling by mules and cows grazing 

outside the townÕs center, I come across a 

child and her grandmother squatting on 

a dusty red slope. She shows off what her 

granddaughter has unearthed: a nearly 

intact amphora, or two-handled ceramic 

vessel. So laden is the land that farmers 

routinely turn up ancient treasures such 

as Aksumite coins that were used interna-

tionally until the sixth century ad. 

Though academics have yet to prove the 

Queen of Sheba even existed, I donÕt doubt 

that her remains await us. SheÕs some-

where, buried deep inside EthiopiaÕs geo-

logical parfait of history Ð a big, gorgeous 

landscape thatÕs primed for discovery.  

Call your Virtuoso Travel  
Specialist for details.
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SOURCE

 Tempur-Pedic sleep mask

 Cashmere socks

 Above-the-knee compres-

sion socks to combat deep vein 

thrombosis – “My doctors tell 

me they’re essential; they come 

in neutral or black.”

 Pashmina – “Always.”

 ESPA Hydrating Floral 

SpaFresh Spritzer – “I’ll go 

through half a bottle of my 

spritzer during a long-haul 

flight. Did you know that spray-

ing straight water on your face 

is dehydrating?”

 ESPA 24-Hour Skin Saviour – 

“It’s almost like Vaseline.”

 Probiotics 

ON THE FLIGHT: 

“For overnight flights, I won’t 

eat – I have a thing about not 

eating late at night – and I’ll 

try to go straight to sleep. For 

daytime flights, I break it into 

thirds: Work a third of the time; 

A tour of The Joule’s new spa and 
a talk with the woman behind it. 
BY ELAINE SRNKA

“HE’S THE ONLY PER-

son I know who’s 

met the Dalai Lama 

and the queen of 

England,” gushed the therapist 

as she wrapped me in algae 

during a two-hour treatment 

at The Joule hotel’s just-opened 

ESPA in Dallas. Part of the 

161-room hotel’s massive 

expansion, the 8,000-square-

foot, six-treatment-room, 

subterranean spa is ESPA’s 

first in Texas and the brand’s 

U.S. flagship.

“She” is Susan Harmsworth, 

ESPA’s founder, who met with 

me the week of the Joule spa’s 

debut. Looking at least a de-

cade younger than her 68 years, 

she’s a walking advertisement 

for the “age-defying” (she says 

she doesn’t like the negative 

connotations of the term “anti-

aging”) benefits of spa rituals. 

“Going to a spa has always 

been about relaxation and 

relieving stress, but more and 

more it’s about health,” she 

says. “If you ask our therapists, 

they will tell you that 60 per-

cent of our clients have some 

sort of health issue. People are 

living longer and want to live 

better. Clients are looking for 

results-driven treatments.”

Having opened 450 spas 

in 55 countries – and count-

ing – she’s just the woman 

whose beauty rituals and jet-lag 

secrets you want to steal.

TRAVEL MUST-HAVES:

 Bose noise-cancelling 

headphones – “I can’t live 

without them.”

From top: The Joule spa’s 

steam room, lobby, and pool. 

Below, right: ESPA founder 

Susan Harmsworth and one 

of her favorite products. 

sleep a third; and watch a movie 

the other third.”

AT THE HOTEL: 

“The first thing I’ll do is get into 

the bath, using bath oils and 

Epsom salts to help with puffi-

ness. Exfoliating is important, 

especially when you travel, be-

cause airplane air is so drying. 

If I have time, I’ll go for a swim, 

sit in the steam room, and have 

a massage. If I’m going to wash 

my hair, I’ll apply ESPA’s Pink 

Hair and Scalp Mud.”

FAVORITE SPA 

TREATMENT: 

Two to three hours of ESPA 

time, in which a therapist as-

sesses a client’s needs and per-

sonalizes services accordingly. 

“It’s ideal when you’re not in a 

hurry and not sure of what you 

need,” she says. From $295 for 

two hours.  

142 VIRTUOSO LIFE   | www.v irtuoso.com

ENERGY

S

Did you know? “Joule” 
is a unit of energy. 



TRAVEL + LEISURE 

#1 RESORT IN EUROPE

Not far from the mythic cities of Florence and Siena 

is a 4,200-acre estate untouched except by history. 

Vineyards and olive orchards pattern the landscape. At 

the end of a cypress-lined lane and at the heart of it all 

is a historic castle, now home to 41 luxurious suites and 

a lifestyle that invigorates all the senses. It is a rich and 

immersive experience that is the very best of Tuscany — 

Past, Present, Perfect.

Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits

• Upgrade on arrival, subject to availability

• Daily full breakfast, for up to two in-room guests

• Early check-in/late check-out subject to availability

• Choice of a Painting class or Language class for two 
(day restrictions may apply)

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Agent to reserve 
your stay.

Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits

• Complimentary upgrade based on availability at 
check-in (hotel rooms only)

• Daily Buffet breakfast, for up to two guests, 
per reservation (hotel rooms  & suites)

• $100 Hotel Credit (per stay) – valid at Bloom Spa, 
Frost and Leonora

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Agent to reserve 
your stay.

TRAVEL + LEISURE 

#2 HOTEL IN THE U.S.

As a destination, Vail is one-of-a-kind. For skiers, it 

is a mountain without equal. As a Village, no other in 

America is so unique. The Sebastian – Vail is your place 

at the heart of it all and with ski-in/ski out access at our 

Base Camp, you'll step into your warm boots and onto 

the lift. It’s all right here at The Sebastian — fabulous 

dining, a soothing spa, steaming mountain-view pools, 

firepits and luxurious accommodations.
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QUESTIONS FOR:
Kunal Kamlani
The president of Oceania and Regent Seven 
Seas Cruises travels far – and his passport 
tells the tale.

1  My travel motto: The best local cuisine is usually in an 

off-the-beaten-path establishment that you would normally 

be afraid to enter. Find it and go in!

2  Necessary travel extravagance? My family. I don’t leave 

home without them.

3  My travel style is: Light. I travel in jeans and never check luggage.

4  Number of countries I’ve visited: I’ve lost count, but the government has 

not. They have been kind enough to send me additional pages for my passport.

5  Why is cruising a good way to see the world? Unless your passion is run-

ning through airports and repacking every day, cruising is the best way to see 

the world. One of the greatest “hotels” in the world, with some of the greatest 

restaurants, takes you to amazing destinations. 

6  What’s new in the cruise industry? There’s a renewed focus on enhanc-

ing the onboard experience by building the next “wow” attraction. However, 

the seasoned traveler is increasingly seeking a different type of “wow factor” 

through personalized experiences and vacations that focus on enrichment 

and those all-important shared moments that create memories.   

7  New destinations for 2014? At Regent, we’ve added Africa as well as Tahiti, 

which returns to our roster after five years. Oceania has a reputation as the 

“port collector’s cruise line” because we search out new boutique ports. A 

few that we’ve recently added are Antibes, France; Kos, Syros, and Canea in 

Greece; Milford Haven and Ullapool in the UK; and Mossel Bay, South Africa.  

8  My go-to getaway: Fifteen miles offshore from Islamorada in the Florida 

Keys in my 22-foot boat – just far enough that I can’t see land.  

Q&A

8

“If I could go anywhere in the world this 
weekend, I’d go to Bhutan.” 
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explore the world explore the world 

B i k i n g |  Wal k i n g |  m u lt i s P o rt

yourself in the life of a place

while traveling under your own

power and at your own pace.

You'll travel in style and in great 

company with our expert trip

leaders—with van support when

and where you need it. At day's

end, indulge in the region's best

lodging and cuisine.

call your virtuoso travel advisor
for more information or to make
your reservation.

c l a s s i c |  Fa m i l i e s

s i n g l e s – s o l o s |  P r i vat e
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PROMOTION

QUEEN MARY 2 FEATURING JAMES TAYLOR & BAND

Cunard has announced that James Taylor and his band will present two live concerts onboard the 

QUEEN MARY 2® on the 8-day August 27, 2014 Transatlantic Crossing from New York to Southampton, 

England with a port of call in Halifax, Canada. During the crossing, guests will have the opportunity to 

participate in a signing session with the artist and join a live Q&A interview by Cunard’s Entertainment 

Director, where Mr. Taylor will talk about his four-decade-spanning career and upcoming album.

Balcony fares from $2,586 per person.

LUXURIATE IN LIVELY LONDON 

The grand 1914 Edwardian courtyard reminds you of Downton Abbey as does the intuitive service. 

Located moments from Covent Garden, the British Museum, the Royal Opera House and Theatreland, 

this regal residence boasts spacious guest rooms and suites combining British heritage and contemporary 

sophistication. The Mirror Room serves a modern menu of refined cuisine whilst Scarfes Bar offers an 

intriguing selection of cocktails. Rosewood London also features a Sense Spa and fitness suite.

Rates from GBP 295 (approx. $483) per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a guaranteed room upgrade at 

booking; English breakfast for two daily; and a $100 food-and-beverage credit through March 31, 2014.

ZEBRA & WILDEBEEST: WILD TIMES IN TANZANIA

Explore the famed Serengeti plains in search of migratory herds of zebra and wildebeest – and their 

territorial predators: lion, leopard and cheetah – on African Travel, Inc.’s eight-night adventure. This 

safari pinpoints the most likely route for observing the Great Migration. Whether or not you catch the 

migration, you will enjoy a wealth of wildlife viewing on the fabled plains of the Serengeti, around Lake 

Manyara, and on the floor of the Ngorongoro Crater. All while staying in splendid camps and lodges.

From $10,995 per person. Virtuoso amenity: complimentary bush dinner with champagne.

FREE FLEECE JACKET ON CANADA ARCTIC SAFARI

Kayak under the midnight sun as whales circle beneath. Walk on icebergs, snorkel with the elusive 

tusked narwhal (the “unicorn of the sea”), and observe polar bears trudging across the ice pack. Such are 

the wild adventures that await on Arctic Kingdom Polar Expeditions’ seven-night Arctic safari – a trip 

offered just four weeks each year. Stay in yurts directly on the sea ice, dine on five-star cuisine, and be led 

by expert polar guides and the Inuit people of Baffin Island. Virtuoso guests receive a free fleece jacket.

Rates from CAD$10,390 (approx. $9,784). Available May 29; June 5, 13 & 20, 2014.

EVERY FOURTH NIGHT FREE IN PROVIDENCIALES

Considered one of the Caribbean’s best-kept secrets, Regent Palms Turks and Caicos is located at the 

heart of Grace Bay Beach, an area known for its flawless beaches, sapphire-blue water, and vibrant coral 

reefs. Stylishly appointed rooms and suites offer ocean views while a 25,000-square-foot spa and infinity 

pool invite relaxation. Dining options run the gamut from formal multi-course dinners to freshly cooked 

cuisine delivered to your suite. 

From $1,250 per night, plus 12% tax and 10% service charge. Virtuoso guests receive a $100 resort credit,; plus an 

additional $50-per-day credit and fourth night free through April 20, 2014.

HIGH-CLASS ADVENTURE IN THE HIMALAYAS

Journey to the heart of the ethereal kingdom of Bhutan on a seven-night trip with stays at Uma by 

COMO hotels located in two of the country’s most important regions. Spend four nights at Uma Paro, 

close to many of Bhutan’s great cultural landmarks, and three nights at Uma Punakha, located in the lush 

Punakha Valley, with its magnificent Dzongs, overlooking a snake-like bend in the Mo Chu River. The 

trip combines spectacular drives, unique nature walks, and monastery visits.

From $7,824 per person, double occupancy. Includes service charge and sales tax; meals; entry fees; guided walks; 

airport transfers; services of an English-speaking Bhutanese Uma guide; and more. Valid through December 31, 2014.
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PROMOTION

$100 RESORT CREDIT AT MIAMI’S NEWEST HOTEL
Be among the first to stay at the brand new Metropolitan by COMO, Miami Beach. Located in the 

heart of the city’s famous Art Deco district, overlooking America’s most iconic beach, the 74-room hotel 

offers direct beach access, private swimming pool, a seafood restaurant featuring locally-sourced 

cuisine, a COMO Shambhala Urban Escape spa, and knockout views. Virtuoso guests enjoy 

complimentary use of a rooftop cabana daybed for one day and a wellness juice at the rooftop juice bar.

Rates from $359 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests also receive room upgrade, if available; buffet breakfast daily; 

early check-in and late check-out, if available; and $100 resort credit. Book by April 30, 2014.

ULTIMATE CITY EXPERIENCE IN THE BIG APPLE 
No city in the country and few in the world rival New York in terms of excitement, culture, theatre, and 

dining. Make the most of your time in the Big Apple with Yankee Holidays’ three-night “Ultimate 

Experience” package. Included: hotel accommodations, dinner at The View (New York’s only rooftop 

revolving restaurant), a 48-hour All Loops tour, and a New York CityPASS. The latter offers admission to 

the city’s top attractions – from the Empire State Building to must-see museums.

From $859 per person, double occupancy, including all taxes. Book by March 1, 2014 (for travel April 1, 2014 through 

March 31, 2015) and save $50 per couple.

SIZZLING SPRING & SUMMER SAVINGS IN ORLANDO
Forgive the cliché, but find everything under the Florida sun at The Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande 

Lakes. For starters, there’s the Greg Norman-designed Ritz-Carlton Golf Club and the Ritz-Carlton Spa 

with its 40 treatment rooms. There’s also the acclaimed Ritz Kids program and a choice of 11 dining 

options, including celebrity chef Norman Van Aken’s award-winning Norman’s. When to visit: May 15 to 

September 30, 2014 when you’ll save 20% on an Executive Suite for stays three nights or longer. 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Must book by March 15, 2014.

NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS IN BEAUTIFUL BALI
Where better than Bali to embark on a journey of well-being? At COMO Shambhala Estate, a yoga 

teacher, Ayurvedic doctor, nutritionist, and expert spa staff will help you detox, de-stress, and renew. 

The resort’s holistic approach includes activities ranging from biking through rice fields to Balinese 

dance. Choose a three-night wellness program and receive a $50 gift from the boutique; opt for a five-

night wellness program and enjoy a complimentary night as well a resort credit of $100 to use.

From $1,470/$2,150 per night, single/double occupancy. New Beginnings program offered January 10-27 and 

February 7 – March 31, 2014.

FOURTH NIGHT FREE AT SCOTTSDALE’S SANCTUARY
You’ll eat, sleep, and relax like never before at the Sanctuary on Camelback Mountain Resort & Spa. 

Dine on farm-fresh American cuisine by Food Network star and Executive Chef Beau MacMillan at 

elements restaurant. Drift off to dreamland in your mountain or spa casita after cozying up by its wood-

burning fireplace. Unwind with Asian-inspired treatments at the Sanctuary Spa. Stay three consecutive 

nights and receive your fourth night free.

From $429 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade at time of reservation, if available, and 

30-minute massage. Fourth-night-free offer valid through May 15, 2014. Must book by March 1, 2014.

$100 FOOD & BEVERAGE CREDIT IN SAINT LUCIA
The only resort in the Caribbean to receive a “World’s Best” nod from Condé Nast Traveler, Ladera 

enjoys an idyllic location overlooking the sea and the World Heritage-listed Pitons. All 32 suites feature 

an open wall to capitalize on the jaw-dropping vistas. When not ogling the view, take advantage of 

cooking classes, spa treatments, island tours, and the complimentary shuttle to Sugar Beach below. 

Dinner at Dasheene is a celebration of fresh local cuisine.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade, if available; daily full breakfast; $100 

food and beverage credit per room, per stay; and early check-in and late checkout, if available.
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TASTE THE STARS - 5TH NIGHT FREE - COSTA RICA

Whether you are a gourmet, a stargazer or are simply looking for your next incredible vacation 

opportunity, Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo has a new experience that you 

won’t want to miss. With its clear unpolluted skies, Costa Rica is one of the top places to stargaze. With 

the “Taste the Stars” experience, guests can admire the stars with powerful GPS guided telescopes while 

also getting a unique taste of them. Using g-astronomic and multi-sensory techniques, the resort’s chefs 

have infused stardust into specially formulated cocktails and dishes for a spectacular dining experience. 

And for a limited time, you can enjoy additional time stargazing and enjoying culinary delights with a 

complimentary fifth night. 

When you aren’t enjoying extraordinary evenings, spend your days surfing a perfect wave in warm 

tropical waters, sinking putts on the golf course, or relaxing on two golden-sand beaches. There’s also 

the spa with its 18 treatment rooms and therapies inspired by Central America healing traditions. No 

matter how you spend your time, rest assured that your accommodations will be fantastic. Guestrooms 

open to furnished terraces or verandas; canopy suites resemble tree houses and offer stunning views of 

the jungle canopy and Pacific Ocean below.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Enjoy a fifth night free through April 30, 2014.

YOUR THIRD NIGHT FREE IN BUSTLING BEIJING

Since opening in the early 1900s, Raffles Beijing Hotel has played host to visiting royalty, diplomats, 

film stars, and stylish well-traveled guests. Located just minutes from the Forbidden City, Tiananmen 

Square, and the Silk Market, the historic hotel’s 171 guestrooms are among the most luxurious  

and spacious in Beijing. Dining venues include the signature restaurant Jaan, serving innovative French 

cuisine with a glam 1920s ambiance; East 33, featuring an open-show kitchen and imaginative blend  

of Asian fare; and Writer’s Bar, the sophisticated spot for afternoon tea. After a day exploring  

Beijing’s sights, unwind and recharge at Raffles Amrita Fitness with its steam room, tennis courts, and 

swimming pool.

The hotel offers a variety of accommodations, all with marble bathrooms and Oriental rugs. No two 

rooms are the same. In addition to the 147 guestrooms, there are 24 dreamy suites. Among them nine 

“Personality Suites” named for and featuring memorabilia from legendary past guests – from George 

Bernard Shaw to Charles de Gaulle. Feeling presidential? Occupying two floors, the sumptuous 

Presidential Suite boasts two living rooms, three bedrooms, a mini theatre, Roman-style bathrooms 

with Jacuzzis and sauanas.

From RMB 1,400 ($228) per night. Enjoy a complimentary third night through February 28, 2014.

COMPLIMENTARY DINING IN THE TURKS & CAICOS

Serenity seekers will find their nirvana at Amanyara (translation: peaceful place). Located on 

Providenciales, just steps from one of the island’s most secluded beaches, the ultra-luxe resort features 

private stand-alone pavilions, each with three retractable sides for indoor-outdoor living. An expansive 

spa – spread over one and a half acres – overlooks a tranquil pond and offers a variety of massages, wraps, 

scrubs, facials, and more. Stroll Malcolm’s Beach and take advantage of the resort’s complimentary 

non-motorized water sports – everything from paddle boarding to ocean kayaking. Amanyara also offers 

complimentary snorkeling trips, tennis lessons, yoga classes, and eco hikes. For younger guests, there 

are exploration safaris, beach walks, scavenger hunts, and turtle conservation activities.

Come evening, dine on classic Asian and modern Mediterranean fare – with an emphasis on fresh 

seafood – at the Restaurant with its indoor and outdoor settings, at the Beach Club overlooking the 

ocean, or privately on your pavilion terrace. Enjoy complimentary breakfast and dinner with stays five 

nights or longer through April 10, 2014. Virtuoso guests also receive roundtrip airport transfers, a room 

upgrade (if available) upon arrival, and one lunch once per stay. 

From $1,700 per night, per pavilion. Blackout dates for free dining offer: February 13-23, 2014.
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LUXURY, PRIVACY & INSIDER ACCESS IN TURKEY
Discover Turkey’s vibrant and contrasting traditions on an ultra-luxe customized tour with Blue Parallel. 

Begin in Istanbul, the only city in the world which straddles two continents. Enjoy private tours of the 

Hagia Sophia or Topkapi Palace, and cruise down the Bosphorus on your own private boat. Shop the 

famous markets of the Grand Bazaar and Spice Bazaar (Blue Parallel can book appointments with the most 

reputable jewelry and rug vendors), and indulge in the unique experience of a Turkish bath.

Next on your 10 night journey, fly to Cappadocia where a hot air balloon ride offers a bird’s eye perspective 

of this mysterious region. Visit the Open Air Museum, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with an expert 

guide and hike in the green Ihlara Valley, a marked contrast from Cappadocia’s rocky landscape.

A flight to Izmir takes you to the hillside town of Sirince and the world-famous Greek city of Ephesus, 

considered the most well-preserved ancient city in the Western world. Rounding out the journey, a 

three-night stay on the Aegean coast where you’ll visit the off-the-beaten-path Greek sites of Priene and 

Didyma. During your stay, explore the nearby islands of Karaada and Orakada via traditional Turkish 

schooner, and check out Göltürkbükü, an up-and-coming destination for the international elite.

From $24,000 per passenger, based on a party of two. Included: accommodations, all transportation, and most meals.

SWISS BLISS! FIVE-NIGHT SCENIC RAIL TRIP 
Edelweiss-dotted meadows, cozy Alpine villages, pristine lakes and waterfalls, and stunning mountain 

vistas greet you on Switzerland’s most scenic of rail journeys, the GoldenPass voyage. Rail Europe’s 

independent and customizable rail-and-hotel vacation stretches nearly 150 miles from Lucerne to 

Montreux via Interlaken. Take in the sights through the expansive windows of über-modern panoramic 

cars and aboard a vintage 1930s-era carriage. The five-night trip includes a two-night hotel stay in Lucerne, 

two nights in chalet-filled Interlaken, and one night in the resort town of Montreux. Virtuoso travelers 

enjoy a complimentary excursion to Jungfraujoch, the two-mile-high UNESCO World Heritage site. 

The five-day first-class Swiss Rail Card entitles travelers to 50% discounts on locally purchased 

mountain-top excursions. While in Lucerne, the card can be used for discounted travel up to Mt. Rigi via 

aerial cable car or cogwheel train. Traveling with kids? Children up to age 15 accompanied by an adult 

travel free on the train, and hotels offer child-discounted rates.

GoldenPass Rail & Hotel Package from $1,299 per person, double occupancy. Includes five nights’ accommodation in 

a four-star hotel; five-day first-class Swiss Rail Card; Jungfraujoch excursion, daily European breakfast; and hotel taxes. 

Valid through December 31, 2014. Photo: ©Rail Europe

$100 SPA, TENNIS OR GOLF CREDIT ON NEVIS
Golfers, divers, wanna-be sailors, and lovers of the good life flock to Four Seasons Resort Nevis, a 

serene and secluded paradise in the West Indies. Each of the resort’s 196 rooms and suites are within 

steps of the ocean. The Resort also features 44 Luxury Villas that range from two to six bedrooms. All 

feature furnished outdoor verandas and oversized marble soaking tubs. Improve your golf game at 

twice-weekly complimentary clinics at the on-site Robert Trent Jones II course. Or enroll in the Dine 

and Dive program and spend a day with a Nevisian dive master and a Four Seasons chef (also a certified 

diver), then return to the resort where the chef will teach you how to grill your catch. Choose from four 

dining venues, including the on-the-waterfront Mango for Caribbean Rim Cuisine and the elegant open-

air Coral Grill featuring meat and seafood entrees. 

Spa therapies run the gamut from Nevisian massages to good-enough-to-eat “Rum Tonic” body 

treatment incorporating papaya, pineapple, rum, ginger, and Nevis honey. Book one of the indoor 

treatments rooms or – better yet – a private outdoor cottage or spa beach hut just steps from the sea.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso guests receive an upgrade on arrival, if available; full American 

breakfast daily; and $100 credit for spa services, tennis, or golf. Valid through December 19, 2014.



Souvenir

VERY 
SUPERSTITIOUS

1. Brazil: Tie three knots in a Bahia band, make a wish for each knot, then wear it around your wrist until it breaks.  
2. Japan: When it comes to kaeru (frog) charms, the smaller, the luckier. 3. Egypt:  In ancient times, scarabs were talis-
mans and symbols of resurrection. 4. turkEy: The nazar is said to ward off the evil eye. 5. india: Hindus respect the deity 
Ganesh as the remover of obstacles. 6. guatEmala: Tell worry dolls your troubles, tuck them under your pillow, banish your 
cares (the story goes). 7. Bhutan: The thunderbolt symbolizes strength and power. 8. italy: The cornicello, a horn-shaped 
amulet, is worn as protection from the evil eye. 9. China: Cicadas symbolize rebirth and protection against bad luck. C
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Bring home a pocketful of fortune with these good-luck charms 
from around the world.
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Helping you plan a lifetime  
of extraordinary trips.

Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso® travel advisor ensures  

your RETURN on LIFE®. From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your  

travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Virtuoso®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE®.

www.virtuoso.com

If you do not currently have a travel advisor, and are interested in learning more  
about the advantages of being a Virtuoso traveler, please contact us today at  
(866) 401-7974 or (817) 870-0300 outside the U.S. or visit www.virtuoso.com.



Thank you for your referrals.

Best wishes for a happy and well-traveled New Year!

Contact your Virtuoso® travel advisor to learn about the most current cruise ships and itineraries, 

hotel openings and renovations, tour experiences, and emerging destinations for 2014. 

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently have a Virtuoso travel advisor, but are  
interested in speaking to one, please contact us today at  

(866) 401-7974 or visit www.virtuoso.com.


