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EDITOR’S NOTE

Australia, All-In
WHEN SOMEONE ASKS ME FOR THE ONE PLACE I’D LIKE TO LIVE IN THE

KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

world, most days I start telling them about this easygoing town in Australia
where I’ve shared more than one wave with dolphins. It’s cultured yet unassuming, refreshingly friendly, and has an addictive natural beauty that starts at the
waterline and extends inland about as far as you care to venture. Once you get
going about Byron Bay (page 9), it’s hard to stop.
The same could be said for Australia as a whole: cities, beach towns, untamed coastline, and the lot. I lived and worked there for a stretch – and, let’s
be honest, worked to surf there – circumnavigating the continent by car and
bisecting its red center twice while trying to figure out how to stretch that moment into a lifetime. In fact, if it weren’t for family, I would never have left.
(Love ya, Mom!)
When Tourism Australia asked us to create a special edition for Virtuoso
travelers, some inclusions were obvious: what locals love most about Sydney
(page 22), how to spend a day in Melbourne (page 6), and a food critic’s guide
to the best dishes around the country (page 14). But for every sunset at Uluru
or snorkel on the Great Barrier Reef, there are at least a dozen other adventures
that merit a spot on travelers’ must-do lists, such as the Kimberley (page 19).
My hard-won tip after bumping across the rugged northwest region’s road
connecting Darwin and Broome: Splurge on a helicopter or take a small-ship
expedition cruise next time.
The challenge with our Australia special edition quickly became “What to
leave out?” That’s often the conundrum facing North Americans too. Virtuoso
travel advisors and their on-site connections in Australia excel at crafting highlight-reel itineraries, but as they – and anyone who’s been there – will tell you,
there’s infinitely more to love than fits into a two-week dream trip. The days of
whirlwind grand tours of Europe have given way to more frequent, focused (and
relaxing) vacations; our approach to Australia should follow suit. And with
more flights from North America this year than ever, it’s never been easier:
more than 120 weekly nonstops, plus 55 one-stop flights via New Zealand
and numerous other one-stop options.
Whether you’re a soon-to-be first-timer or a seasoned Australia traveler,
we hope the following pages inspire the next of numerous trips down under.
Maybe I’ll see you in Byron.

Justin Paul
Senior Editor, Virtuoso Life
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TLANTA-BASED VIRTUOSO TRAVEL

advisor Betty Jo Currie, along with Virtuoso
advisors Kristen Pike and Kristene Fitzgerald, recently toured the best of Australia on
a two-week private jet tour. As Currie says,
“This is an iconic journey … a last great frontier with
something for everyone – and some of the nicest folks in
the world.” Currie praised Drew Kluska and The Tailor,
a company that works with Virtuoso advisors to craft
custom experiences, for their impeccable planning. “You
really do need someone to tailor – no pun intended –
your trip and the places you stay,” she says. Here are a
few highlights from her trip.

Treasured Takeaways:
Betty Jo Currie at Kangaroo
Island’s Remarkable Rocks.

“I loved the landscape and empty beaches when you got
out into remote areas. Seeing koalas and kangaroos,
Uluru and Northern Territory rock art, wild weather and
seals at Kangaroo Island, Tasmanian devils, and the incredible architecture everywhere were
just a few highlights. Snorkeling the Great Barrier Reef and taking in the emptiness of the Outback made more of an impression than I imagined.”

Best Culinary Memories:
“The chef’s table at Bistro Remy at The Langham in Sydney, and the seafood spread at Qualia
in the Whitsunday Islands – it was one of the most amazing I’ve ever seen.”

Favorite Hotels:
“Longitude 131 for its ‘Outback luxury’ vibe, and Southern Ocean Lodge on Kangaroo
Island for the architecture and the way it hugs the coast.”

ASK THE ADVISORS

(CRADLE MOUNTAIN) SEAN SCOTT PHOTOGRAPHY

What tops your Australia vacation list?
“Melbourne is a food lover’s delight. On a recent trip, Southern Crossings, one
of Virtuoso’s on-site connections in Australia, arranged a great gourmet walking
tour of the city’s laneways with stops at restaurants that we loved. A must-do: the
Australian Open, pro tennis circuit’s ‘Happy Grand Slam,’ which the city hosts
during the last two weeks of January. Sunny warm weather and fun-loving Aussies make a great break from our winter!”
– Troy Haas, Birmingham, Alabama
“Tasmania is real and authentic Australia. The scenery is stunning – Cradle
Mountain is excellent for hiking and seeing wildlife, and the island has a fabulous
culinary scene (including great oysters). The 20-room Saffire Freycinet is one

Cradle Mountain at sunrise.

Great for a Drink:
“Bondi Beach in Sydney and
Richard Branson’s Makepeace
Island, just outside Noosa,
which reminded me of river
camps along the Mississippi.”

Don’t Leave
Sydney Without:
“I highly recommend the
Harbour BridgeClimb, taking
a harbor cruise to see the city
from the water, and an afternoon at Bondi Beach.”

Practical Tip:
“It sounds outrageous, but
three couples can hire a private plane and do the country
well for far less than you would
think. If you did this kind of trip
with commercial airlines, you
are talking about the difference of thousands, not tens of
thousands, of dollars. There’s
a tempo to traveling here, and
Australia is a big place. I’d recommend a two-week journey
for the best experience.”

of the world’s best eco-luxury
lodges, a great destination for
honeymooners and families.”
– Lynda Turley Garrett,
Saratoga, California

“For one of the most beautiful
strolls in the world, take a cab
from Sydney to Bronte Beach and
walk along the cliffside path to
Bondi Beach. It takes about an
hour, and it’s worth it. Bring your swimsuit for a dip in the Icebergs pool afterward. As for hotels, I love the Opera View Rooms at the 155-room Park Hyatt
Sydney – it’s hard to beat those views.”
– Chad Clark, Phoenix, Arizona
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Compass
WHAT’S HOT IN FOOD, ARTS, AND ENTERTAINMENT NOW

Tides that Bind

Proof of just how much the ocean loves Australia back: Heart Reef, one of nearly 3,000
individual reefs that form the Great Barrier Reef off Queensland. Discovered by a pilot in the
1970s, the coral bommie measures 55 feet across and is now off-limits to divers, snorkelers,
and watercraft. Helicopter and seaplane flightseeing tours to view it and surrounding Hardy
Reef formations depart from the Whitsundays’ Hamilton or Hayman islands, as well as from the
mainland town Airlie Beach. (Find more to love about the Great Barrier Reef on page 16.)
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Art & Culture
Vivid Sydney lights up
the Opera House and
(right) Julie Andrews
directs My Fair Lady.

Love the Accent

(HEART REEF) BYRNECK, (OPERA HOUSE) KOKKAI NG, (JULIE ANDREWS) FIORA SACCO, (FIELD OF LIGHT, ULURU ) MARK PICKTHALL /BRUCE MUNRO 2016

Light Up the Town
Collaborative festival Vivid Sydney celebrates three artistic focal points: light, music, and
ideas. Running May 26 through June 17, the expansive exhibit takes over Sydney with nightly
large-scale light projections and installations across the city, special concerts, and events
hosted by artists and performers from across the globe. vividsydney.com.

Hold on to your hats: A recreation of Lerner and
Loewe’s My Fair Lady has
come to Australia under the
direction of the original Eliza
Doolittle, Julie Andrews. The
classic musical takes the
stage at Melbourne’s Regent
Theatre from May 12 through
July 29, followed by a run at
Sydney’s Capitol Theatre from
August 24 through September 9.
myfairladymusical.com.au.

Bruce Munro’s Field of Light.

GLOWING REVIEW
Bruce Munro’s acclaimed
Field of Light exhibit at
Uluru has been extended
through March 2018. The
installation features more
than 50,000 frosted-glass
spheres that come to life as
darkness falls, creating an
unforgettable show spread
across an area the size of
seven football fields.
ayersrockresort.com.au.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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Port of Call: Melbourne

Virtuoso travel advisor Amy Wasbutzki’s recommendations
for how to spend a day in her city.
Discover the real
Melbourne by walking its
laneways and arcades.
Start at historic Queen
Victoria Market – “Queen
Vic” – home to two full
blocks of produce, meat,
and seafood stalls, as
well as handicrafts and
great souvenirs.
Head to Degraves Street, a
cobblestoned alley with great street
art and cafés. For a coffee break,
duck into Degraves Espresso Bar,
or for freshly squeezed juices, walk
across the street to hole-in-the-wall
Jungle Juice Bar at Centre Place.

Eat lunch at casual
MoVida (left), which serves
delicious Spanish tapas and
larger shared plates across
the street from Federation Square. In Chinatown,
Flower Drum’s elegant Cantonese cuisine has made it a
Melbourne favorite for
nearly 40 years.

Stroll Southbank’s
riverfront promenade
to shop and relax with
a glass of wine at one
of its many cafés.

The Seabourn Encore’s pool deck.

Three cruise itineraries to put Melbourne on your map.
• Seabourn’s 600-passenger Seabourn Encore, a sleek addition designed by Adam D. Tihany that was
christened earlier this year, departs on a Singapore-to-Auckland sailing on November 10. The 40-day
cruise features multiple calls in Indonesia and eight Australia ports, including Melbourne.
• Oceania Cruises’ Regatta embarks on a 14-day voyage from Auckland to Sydney on December 6.
After a stop in Burnie, Tasmania, the 684-passenger ship will anchor in Melbourne from 8 am on
December 16 to 8 pm the following day, allowing passengers ample time to explore ashore.
• Take in the Great Australian Bight from Crystal Cruises’ 922-passenger Crystal Symphony, a vessel
on which Penthouse Suites offer Jacuzzi tubs and ocean views. The 12-day sailing from Perth to
Sydney departs February 5, 2018, and includes an overnight in Melbourne as well as calls at Margaret
River and in Tasmania.
6 VIRTUOSO LIFE

(DEGRAVES STREET) TKKURIKAWA/GETTY IMAGES, (NATIONAL GALLERY) ROBERT BLACKBURN/VISIT VICTORIA,
(SOUTHBANK) JOSIE WITHERS/VISIT VICTORIA, (PEOPLE) ADRIAN BROWN/TOURISM AUSTRALIA, (CLOCK ICONS) MARK AVENTURA/THE NOUN PROJECT

Don’t miss the National Gallery of Victoria. Its Ian
Potter Centre at Federation Square displays an Australian art collection; for international exhibits (as well as
the world’s largest stained-glass ceiling), take a short
walk across the Yarra River to the original building.

Blanca’s grilled king prawns and
stracciatella with saffron butter,
basil, bottarga, and black garlic.

Food & Spirits

Table Talk

New on the dining scene
in Melbourne, Sydney,
and Brisbane.

MELBOURNE The chef behind Franklin
in Hobart, David Moyle, has a new project: Longsong, a lush rooftop eatery,
scheduled to open in July. Focusing on
Thai street food, the restaurant and bar
will be located above fan-favorite restaurant Longrain, in a building that was
previously a horse stable, and will serve
small plates for beverage pairings, main
dishes, and a locally focused drink menu.
40-44 Little Bourke Street.
Dave Verheul and Christian McCabe are
adding an upstairs restaurant to their
year-old smash-hit wine bar, Embla.
For now, they’re playing it close to their
vests, but one thing is for certain: The
restaurant will have a fantastic selection
of natural wine. Without a scheduled
opening date, anyone’s guess will do for
the big reveal, but ours is that the place
will be up and running by midyear.
embla.com.au.
SYDNEY One of the city’s newest
restaurants has arrived near Bondi
Beach, courtesy of Finnish chef Tomi
Björck and local chef Samuel Cole. The
co-owners recently unveiled Blanca
Bar & Dining, which they describe as
a combination of Australian produce,
elegant European flavors, and Japanese
culinary techniques. blanca.com.au.

After much anticipation, Chin Chin
Sydney appears set to open in August
in Surry Hills. Chef Benjamin Cooper
oversees the Thai eatery, which will
include many of the menu items that
made its Melbourne predecessor
famous – including the crispy barramundi with green-apple salad and
caramelized pork belly. Keep an eye out
for updates on Chin Chin’s social media
pages. chinchinrestaurant.com.au.

BRISBANE Chef and TV
personality Matt Moran’s
restaurant group, Solotel, is
cooking up a new restaurant in
Brisbane: The unnamed hot spot
will embody the essence of a modern pub and be the second Moran
establishment in the city. His Brisbane debut was Aria, a spin-off of
his fine-dining restaurant in Sydney.
mattmoran.com.au.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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Local Wisdom
Melbourne native and Hollywood headliner
Chris Hemsworth touts Australian
destinations you don’t want to miss – and
reveals a couple of spots still on his wish list.

From top: Cape
Byron, all smiles
in the Kimberley,
and Qualia resort
near the Great
Barrier Reef.
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comic book hero Thor and the Brothers Grimminspired Huntsman, actor Chris Hemsworth was
just another strapping Aussie with a passion for
his home country. Born in Melbourne, Hemsworth
grew up in and around the water, learning to surf on Phillip
Island and to fish with his brothers in the Northern Territory.
Now, as Tourism Australia’s global ambassador, he’s revisiting
old favorites and discovering new ones.
Hemsworth’s most prized place is Byron Bay, the hip and
gorgeous surfing hub he now calls home. “There is a sense
of guilt that comes with living here,” he says. “I’ve traveled all
around the world and seen most of the planet, and coming
back home is unlike anywhere else in the world.”
As a child, Hemsworth lived in the Outback with his family and had the opportunity to experience traditional Aboriginal ceremonies. Recently, he returned and visited Uluru, one
of Australia’s most iconic desert landscapes, with a local
guide from the community. “There’s an energy and a passion
that comes from the local people,” he says, “but also, that
environment is incredibly inspiring and addictive. I want to
go back, and everyone I’ve spoken to who’s been there says
the same thing.”
Hemsworth recently made his first visit to the Great Barrier Reef. Located off Queensland’s coast, the world’s largest
reef system is home to dugongs (a relative of the manatee),
turtles, dolphins, whales, and more than 1,500 species of fish,
4,000 types of mollusks, and 200 kinds of birds. “It was like
another world, scuba diving and seeing the incredible, immense amount of sea life there,” he says.
For a classic but often overlooked destination, he recommends the Kimberley: “It’s an incredibly special spot where
you feel completely off the grid,” he says of the beautifully
rugged region in the country’s northwest corner. “When you
see things like crocs, [water] buffalo, and other wildlife, you
immediately think of the Australian Outback.”
Next on his itinerary? Diving with whale sharks on
Ningaloo Reef (see page 19), and viewing wildlife and surfing
on Kangaroo Island (see page 26). If you go, maybe you’ll see
him – Thor on a surfboard is pretty hard to miss.

(HEMSWORTH) DIMITRIOS KAMBOURIS/ GETTY IMAGES , (BYRON BAY AERIAL SHOT) PETER HARRISON, (CROCODILE) B. STEPHENSON,
(BEACH) NICK RAINS, (LIGHTHOUSE) PAWEL TOCZYNSKI

B

EFORE HIS BREAKOUT MOVIE ROLES AS MARVEL

Shore things: Byron Bay beach
life and (below) its lighthouse.

Australia’s Coolest Beach Town
Between tropical rain forest and a shimmering sea sits the
boho-chic playground of Byron Bay, long a lure for surfers and style
makers. Embrace the scene with one of these five classic moves.

1. Catch sunrise from the
edge of the continent.
As the easternmost point
on the Australian mainland,
the Cape Byron Lighthouse
offers an iconic spot to start
the day. Arrive early to watch

the sun’s first rays hit the
continent (say hello to the
kookaburras; these curious
birds are always awake at
sunrise), or visit at any time of
day for a cracking view over
the town and coastline.
2. Hang ten with the best.
Byron Bay’s seemingly endless beaches and reliable
surf breaks have attracted
surfers of all stripes. So get
out there. Try The Pass, at
the end of Clarkes Beach.
Longboarders and bottlenose dolphins prefer waves at
sheltered Wategos Beach on

the cape – which is also great
for people-watching.
3. Break for Top Shop.
Australians take their coffee
seriously, and at the Top
Shop café (set in a renovated
Byron homestead), you’ll find
what’s deemed the best brew
for miles. Arrive midmorning
for a sunny spot on the lawn
and order a latte – the local
favorite for good reason.
4. Get a bird’s-eye view.
Byron Bay is actually home to
more than one bay – and definitely more than one beach!

Climb into a hot-air balloon
and you’ll spot as many as
two dozen, from patrolled
Main Beach to family-friendly
Little Wategos to the secret
paradise of Whites Beach.
5. Tune up in the hinterland.
If you feel like spoiling yourself, you’ll find several luxury
spa retreats just outside
town. Internationally renowned Gaia Retreat & Spa
offers revitalizing yoga, boxing, Pilates, and more – along
with restorative spa treatments – amid rolling hills and
lush rain forest.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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WINE COUNTRY

A Perfect Blend
Savor Australia’s wine country,
one region at a time.
The Margaret River Gourmet Escape
brings food and wine to the beach.

Margaret River

TASTING NOTES

Happy anniversary, Margaret River. Fifty years ago, the first grapevines
were planted in this Western Australia region. Today, it is home to more
than 120 vintners producing some of the country’s best chardonnay,
cabernet sauvignon, sémillon, sauvignon blanc, merlot, and shiraz. Plus –
and this is no small thing – in the same day you can go from wineries to
beaches with outstanding surf breaks, snorkeling, and diving, or walk
among ancient forests and caves.

Don’t-miss wineries: Leeuwin Estate, Xanadu Wines, Vasse
Felix (the region’s founding estate), and Voyager Estate.
Signature event: The four-day Margaret River Gourmet
Escape in November attracts leading international and
Australian chefs and winemakers. (Also, look for special anniversary events throughout 2017.)
Pair with: Fresh marron straight from the ocean, local
organic beef, and truffles.
Access: Margaret River is 168 miles south of Perth.

10 VIRTUOSO LIFE

Clare and Barossa Valleys
South Australia is home to two of the
country’s oldest wine regions. Settlers
from England, Ireland, and Poland first
moved here during the 1840s, establishing the roots of wine growing and
a rich heritage of villages and architecture, much of which remains charmingly intact.
Often called the home of Australian
riesling, Clare Valley’s Mediterraneanlike climate is ideal for the production
of that grape, plus chardonnay, shiraz,
cabernet sauvignon, sémillon, and
merlot. The valley is home to more than
40 wineries, most of which are small and
located along a 25mile corridor (walk,
TASTING NOTES
cycle, or travel by
Don’t-miss wineries:
Penfolds (where you can
limo) between the
create your own blend),
towns of Auburn
Seppeltsfield (where you
and Clare.
can taste your birth year),
and Jacob’s Creek (which
The magic of
hosts cooking classes and
Barossa Valley’s
behind-the-scenes tours).
wines lies in the
Signature event: At the
Clare Valley Gourmet
diversity of its
Weekend in May, you
growing conditions
can be the first to sample
roughly 60 miles to
the year’s vintage before
the wine-making process
the south. Its Eden
Valley produces dis- is complete, a rare privilege
usually reserved for
tinctive cool-climate the winemaker.
wine varieties, while Access: The Barossa
the region’s flagship and Clare valleys are approximately 45 miles and
shiraz is grown in
75 miles north of Adelaide,
respectively.
the warmer lowlying areas.
Also worthy: A short detour south of
Adelaide gets you to d’Arenberg Cube,
a glass-and-mirror Rubik’s Cube-like
winery complex at McLaren Vale that’s
generating lots of buzz and opens later
this year.

The kitchen garden at Jacob’s Creek and (above)
a wine and canapé tasting at Seppeltsfield.

AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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WINE COUNTRY

Hot-air ballooning over De Bortoli vineyards.

Yarra Valley
Home to more than 80 wineries, ranging
from small family-owned operations to
large estates, Yarra Valley is renowned
for producing Australia’s finest pinot
noir and sparkling wine, along with a
range of other cool-climate wines. It was
Victoria’s first planted wine region, back
in 1838, and it also has a long beermaking history; numerous local craft

TASTING NOTES

brewers welcome visitors to their microbreweries to sample beer and cider.
The beauty of the Yarra Valley’s
changing seasons inspired many of
Australia’s early landscape painters.
Today it’s the home of Australia’s oldest
artists colony, Montsalvat, and you can
visit the galleries and studios where the
artists work.

Don’t-miss wineries: De Bortoli Yarra Valley Estate
(one of the region’s largest and oldest wineries) and
TarraWarra Estate.
Signature event: In February, top chefs from many
of the wineries host feasts accompanied by live
music at the Yarra Valley Grape Grazing Festival.
Pair with: The region’s celebrated freshwater
salmon, trout, and caviar; organically grown
fruit and vegetables; and handmade cheeses
and preserves.
Access: Yarra Valley is approximately an hour’s
drive northeast of Melbourne.

Virtuoso advisors work with Southern Crossings tour company to customize Australian wine country itineraries that let you blend your own adventure. For example:
An eight-day trip from Melbourne to Sydney through the Yarra, Barossa, and Hunter valleys could feature exclusive barrel tastings, a hands-on cooking class in Jacob’s
Creek’s outdoor kitchen, and behind-the-scenes wine-making and cellar tours, with a break for wildlife (platypuses, dingoes, and more) at Healesville Sanctuary.
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Hunter Valley
The first vines in New South Wales’ Hunter
Valley were planted by families in the
1820s, making it Australia’s oldest wine
region. Though sémillon is widely considered the wine here, the Hunter Valley
also produces wine from a wide variety
of grapes, including shiraz, chardonnay,
cabernet sauvignon, and verdelho. Join
a winetasting master class, or sample a
broad selection of wines at one of more
than 150 cellar doors. Away from the
tasting rooms, escape to the great outdoors for a game of golf or a hot-air balloon ride, or shop for antiques and local
artwork in the region’s many galleries.

TASTING NOTES
Don’t-miss wineries: Internationally acclaimed
Wyndham Estate, one of Australia’s oldest vineyards, and Audrey Wilkinson, where you can picnic
among the vines.
Signature event: The Lovedale Long Lunch is
a progressive-style feast that winds through
several Hunter Valley wineries and restaurants
each year in May.
Pair with: Cheeses, handmade chocolates, charcuterie, sourdough bread, and olive oil directly from
the producers.
Access: Approximately a two-hour drive north
from Sydney.

Clockwise from top left: Wyndham Estate’s shiraz and winery
(founded in 1827), and a cluster of Hunter Valley options.
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Step Up to the Plate
Bennelong’s stellar location and (above)
Melbourne’s popular Centre Place laneway.

Balmain Bug Pikelets
at Bennelong
Native crustaceans meet
blini-like miniature pancakes
in a savory party under the
sails of the Sydney Opera
House. Bennelong Point,
Sydney Opera House;
bennelong.com.au.

Franklin’s Abalone
Roasted in Bull Kelp
Tasmania’s most prized coldwater shellfish, the rakish flair
of chef David Moyle, and the
magic of a wood-fired Scotch
14 VIRTUOSO LIFE

oven: It’s a match made in
Hobart’s dining heaven.
28 Argyle Street, Hobart;
franklinhobart.com.au.

Marrons and Local
Watercress at Orana
Chef Jock Zonfrillo, a Glaswegian of Italian descent,
might seem an unlikely
champion of indigenous
Australian culinary culture,
but one taste of his inspired
use of local ingredients at his
Adelaide restaurant brings
his arguments vividly to life.

285 Rundle Street, Adelaide,
South Australia; restaurant
orana.com.

Golden Century’s
Pippies in XO Sauce
Momofuku’s David Chang
says this signature menu item
from Sydney’s best-loved
late-night Cantonese eatery –
surf clams with stir-fried
vermicelli in spicy XO sauce –
is “the best dish in the world.”
No one in Sydney is arguing
the point. 393-399 Sussex
Street; goldencentury.com.au.

(LANEWAY) DAVID HILL/GETTY IMAGES, (BENNELONG) NIGEL PAVITT/JOHN WARBURTON-LEE PHOTOGRAPHY LTD.

Fresh off helping to host The World’s 50 Best Restaurants awards
in Melbourne, Sydney restaurant critic Pat Nourse picks the nine
iconic Australian dishes that travelers shouldn’t miss.

Rendang Roti Rolls at
Rapid Creek Markets
Culinary life is never more
vibrant in the Northern
Territory than amidst the
smoke and color of its
markets, the heart of the
Darwin social scene. A
Malaysian roti hot from the
griddle, packed with spicy
kapitan-style curry and
shredded cucumber, is
breakfasting for champions.
48 Trower Road; rapidcreek
shoppingcentre.com.au.

Firedoor’s 150Day-Aged Steak
Australian beef is some of
the finest in the world, and it
more than meets its match in
the Sydney kitchen of Lennox
Hastie, a British-Australian
former Asador Etxebarri head
chef who has radical ideas
about dry-aging. 23-33 Mary
Street; firedoor.com.au.

Boon’s Nam Prik
Nuum Sandwich
Sydney café culture
(sourdough, cultured butter)
meets authentically spicy Thai
cooking (hot! sour! pungent!)
on a sandwich unforgettably
packed with pork, boiled eggs,
and greens. 425 Pitt Street;
booncafe.com.

Double-Boiled
Wallaby Tail Soup
at Flower Drum
Chinese technique refined
over the centuries extracts
the essence of flavor from
this cousin to the kangaroo,
complemented by wolfberries and yams, all served in
a soigné setting with courtly
service in a longtime Melbourne favorite. 17 Market
Lane; flowerdrum.melbourne.

Kosher GLT
at Bar Liberty
Irreverent or just plain
loopy? Melbourne newcomer Bar Liberty rides
the new wine-bar wave, but
never surrenders its own
peculiarity, whether it’s the
thoroughly natural bent
of the wine list, the collection of miniature muscle
cars filled with bourbon, or
the “GLT,” which ditches
bacon in favor of gribenes
(Jewish-style fried chicken
skin) alongside the lettuce
and tomato in this take on
the classic. 234 Johnston
Street; barliberty.com.

Cucumbers in a sauce of burnet
and dried river trout at Attica and
(below) risotto-making at the
Melbourne Wine and Food Festival.

Dining Out in Melbourne

From exploring the hidden laneway restaurants and rooftop bars to
master classes with visiting culinary royalty, there are plenty of ways
to experience Australia’s culinary scene in Melbourne. An appetizer:
Book well in advance for Attica (74 Glen Eira Road; attica.com.au), one
of this year’s World’s 50 Best Restaurants, and tuck into Ben Shewry’s
unique tasting menu. Nearby, TV chef George Calombaris serves
modern Greek food at his flagship restaurant, The Press Club ( 72
Flinders Street; thepressclub.com.au) and souvas at his string of Jimmy
Grant casual restaurants in the Fitzroy and Ormond neighborhoods.
For the tastiest cheap eats, drop by either of Hanôi Hannah’s outposts
(180 High Street; 267 Glenhuntly Road) for delicious Vietnamese street
food. If you plan vacations around culinary draws, mark the annual
Melbourne Food and Wine Festival on your calendar for March.

•

•

•

Nourse’s roundup first appeared on The World’s 50
Best Restaurants (theworlds
50best.com).

Dumplings from
Flower Drum.
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Ultimate Adventures

Lizard Island Resort offers
beachfront access to the
Great Barrier Reef.

16 VIRTUOSO LIFE
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A primer on the best active and outdoor
pursuits down under.

ISLAND ESCAPES
The Queensland Coast is home to four
of the world’s top island retreats.

Lizard Island Resort’s guest registry – Prince Charles, the Rockefellers –
is as illustrious as its 24 beautiful beaches, but despite its 40 plush villas
and superb facilities, the island’s real beauty is its setting. An hour north of
Cairns by light aircraft, it’s the only island resort offering beachfront access
to the outer Great Barrier Reef.
The entirety of the very northernmost island in the Whitsundays is dedicated
to the 160-room One&Only Hayman Island, leaving you free to roam the
place from tip to tip. There’s plenty to explore, including seven restaurants,
several walking tracks, and aquatic activities such as fishing, windsurfing,
diving, and snorkeling. Plus, there are kids’ programs, teen-centered excursions and sports, and one extremely lovely spa.
Located on Hamilton Island in the
Whitsundays, Qualia (inset) offers
panoramic water views from almost
every corner of the resort, which
features 60 state-of-the-art pavilions
(many with their own plunge pool),
gourmet restaurants, a much-laureled
spa, and a resident colony of wallabies
that play hide-and-seek among the
gum trees. Adventurous travelers can
take sailing lessons from world-champion skiff racer Jessica Hansen amid
some of the best sailing conditions on the planet.
For a movie-star-worthy experience, it’s hard to beat Makepeace Island,
Richard Branson’s private, heart-shaped hideaway in the Noosa River
that accommodates as many as 22 guests. Highlights include the lagoon
swimming pool, a private chef specializing in the area’s local produce, and
waving cheerfully at envious passersby – all just a short boat ride away from
Noosa’s UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and National Surfing Reserve.

(DIVER) PETE ATKINSON

Natural Wonder
The Daintree Rainforest north of Cairns has fed, sheltered, healed, and equipped the
Kuku Yalanji people for millennia. When you take the Mossman Gorge walk with a local
indigenous guide, you’ll learn about everything from how to properly eat a Daintree nut to
making paint from clay. As the world’s oldest tropical rain forest and home to the earth’s
largest range of animals and plants, Daintree is a proper addition to any trip to the reef.

Getting schooled on the reef.

Your Checklist for
the Great Barrier Reef
1. Tick off the “great eight.”
No visit to the largest living structure on the
planet is complete without spotting each of the
reef’s eight iconic creatures. Here’s the list:
giant clams, turtles, clownfish, manta rays,
potato cod, Maori wrasse, sharks, and whales.
Good luck!
2. Feed a 60-year-old fish.
Fat, friendly potato cod appear every day at the
famous Cod Hole, expecting treats from visiting
divers. (The coral is also arguably some of the
reef’s most beautiful.) Board an overnight expedition from Cairns or Lizard Island to get here.
3. Dive a shipwreck.
The historic Yongala shipwreck has become the
adopted home of brilliantly colorful marine life.
Get here by boat from Townsville.
4. Join the night watch.
Dive the reef after dark and see marine life you
would never see during the day – including the
bioluminescent inhabitants of the coral reef – all
under star-packed skies.
5. Witness the strangeness
of spawning coral.
The entire reef erupts into life with spawning
coral each November. This happens on the
weekend after the full moon, and it’s an amazing
phenomenon – wherever you happen to be on
the reef.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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MIRACLE MILES
Just over an hour’s drive southwest
of Melbourne, Victoria, is one of the world’s
most spectacular coastal drives, the
Great Ocean Road, which stretches
some 150 miles. Here’s a three-day plan
for taking it all in with ease.
Day 1: Dive Deep into Surfing
From the beach resort of Sorrento, hop the car ferry to
Port Phillip Bay, with dress-circle views of the cliff-top
mansions at Portsea, one of Australia’s most affluent
beachside communities, and a prime position for spotting
dolphins and seals. In Torquay, Victoria’s surfing capital
and the birthplace of brands Rip Curl and Quiksilver, check
out the Australian National Surfing Museum. Then head to
Bells Beach, Australia’s spiritual home of surfing, to view
local pros in action. Nearby, in pretty Anglesea, scout the
estuary by canoe.
Day 2: Explore Rain Forests and Lighthouses
Spectacular curves and viewpoints provide picture-perfect
perches all the way to Apollo Bay, a seaside village and
fishing port located on a wide arc of family-friendly beach.
Here, you can set out on guided trips to the Marengo Reefs
Marine Sanctuary, surf, take stand-up paddleboarding lessons, and more. Next, wind inland through Great Otway
National Park’s ancient temperate rain forests. Detour
to the coast via Lighthouse Road (where you’ll often see
koalas snoozing high in the gum trees) to visit the Cape
Otway Lightstation, the oldest surviving lighthouse on
mainland Australia.

From top: Bells Beach, Great Otway’s
ferny rain forest, and the 12 Apostles.

Day 3: Tall Orders
The 12 Apostles serve up a stunning finale. Wind and
sea erosion have carved these limestone cliffs into
otherworldly sea stacks. Simply point and shoot for
spectacular photos. Other noteworthy rock formations –
the Grotto, the Arch, London Bridge, and more – await
discovery here, too.

Navigate this stretch of coastal fabulousness with The Tailor, an Australian tour company that works with Virtuoso travel
advisors to create custom itineraries. For travelers with time, its five-day trip from Melbourne along the Great Ocean Road
includes two nights at a wine estate, followed by two more at a luxe eco-lodge minutes from the 12 Apostles.
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GO WEST

(GREAT OTWAY) NORA CAROL PHOTOGRAPHY, (SURFER) MARK CHEW/TOURISM AUSTRALIA, (12 APOSTLES) MANFRED GOTTSCHALK/GETTY IMAGES, (CAMELS) TOM STODDART,
(WHALE SHARK) ANSON SMART

Australia’s other coast is big on nature and wildlife.

Cable Beach’s sunset camel
ride and (below) swimming with
whale sharks at Ningaloo Reef.

Swim with the whale sharks at Ningaloo Reef.
Gazing through a snorkeling mask at the world’s largest shark is a much sought-after
experience for avid divers and snorkelers: the intricate patterns on the fishes’ skin, the
mesmerizing sway of their huge tails, and their vacuum-cleaner-like mouths. (No worries:
They’re vegetarians.) Whale sharks are regular visitors to Western Australia’s UNESCO
World Heritage-listed Ningaloo Coast. Pack your fins and plan on coasting silently
through the water alongside them between March and July. While there, learn about the
endangered sea turtles that lay eggs along this coastline at Jurabi Turtle Centre, or dive
the Exmouth Navy Pier, regarded as one of Australia’s top ten scuba sites.

Cruise the Kimberley’s wilderness.
Artisans of Leisure’s eight-day
Western Australia itinerary highlights
the state’s culinary and adventure cred,
exploring limestone karsts around
Perth; winetasting and taking in coastal
scenery in Margaret River; and guided
snorkeling, kayaking, and gorge walks
at Ningaloo Reef.

The Kimberley, northwest Australia’s remote, untrammeled frontier, is home to natural
scenery writ large. Expedition cruising along its ancient coastline reveals deep gorges
and rocky red escarpments that are rarely seen anywhere else in the world. Join
Zegrahm Expeditions aboard the 65-passenger Coral Discoverer on a 15-day voyage from Darwin to Broome (departing May 15, 2018), or Ponant aboard the 132-cabin
L’Austral for an 11-day sailing through the region (departing September 1, 2017). Plan
time for a pre- or post-cruise day in Broome to ride camels on Cable Beach at sunset.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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DREAMTIME IN THE
NORTHERN TERRITORY
Four ways to rock the Outback.

1. Savor thousand-star dining.
Watching Uluru change color as the sun sets is one of the
Outback’s most talked-about moments, for good reason. Doing
it in five-star style from the top of a desert dune while enjoying
sparkling wine and canapés dials the alchemy up a notch. And
that’s before the buffet – featuring indigenous bush staples
such as crocodile, kangaroo, barramundi, and quandong (a
native peach) – followed by a didgeridoo performance and a
guided tour of the night sky.

2. Glide through a billion-year-old gorge.
There are lots of way you can explore Katherine Gorge, a chain
of 13 spectacular gorges that wind between towering rock cliffs
in Nitmiluk National Park near the Top End town of Katherine:
Fly through it by helicopter, take a sunrise or sunset cruise to
20 VIRTUOSO LIFE
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Clockwise from left:
Uluru at sunset, Kakadu
National Park rock art,
and Outback eco-lodge
Longitude 131.

see the red rock walls morph into countless shades of mauve,
or follow one of the many walking trails. But if you want to see
the extraordinary gorge up close, the best way is by kayak.
Paddle to spots the tour boats can’t reach and even camp out
overnight if you like.

3. Make ancient art come alive.
Kakadu National Park’s World Heritage-listed rock art galleries are some of the best in the world. More than 20,000 years
old, they serve as a testament to what may be the oldest living
culture on earth. The key to experiencing them: Have your
travel advisor arrange a guided tour with an indigenous park

ranger, who can tell you the stories and meanings behind them,
and bring the etchings to life.

4. Take a tropical trek back in time.
Rife with rugged coastlines, remote islands, and rivers replete
with fish, Arnhem Land, an Aboriginal reserve to the northeast of Kakadu, is one of Australia’s last untouched wilderness
areas. Rocky escarpments tower like Mayan ruins, white sand
beaches abound, and rain forests heave with freshness. Owing
to its entry requirements, the area is best appreciated via a
tour – traveling alongside a guide will allow you more opportunities to tap into the indigenous culture, known here as Yolngu.

G Adventure’s six-day wilderness walkabout from Alice Springs to Kakadu takes travelers looking to discover Australia’s wild and rugged heart
through parched red landscapes to secret waterfalls, towering gorges, hot springs, and even giant termite mounds.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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Bondi Beach viewed from Icebergs
and (left) Coogee Pavilion.

Insider’s Sydney
Secret spot:
My family and I love Mackenzies
Beach near Tamarama – it’s a
favorite for exploring the rocks
and rock pools, looking for crabs
and sea creatures.

Favorite day trip:

EUGENE TAN
With his colorful, immersive, and
often thrilling images of surfing and
beach life, Bondi-based photographer/surfer Eugene Tan captures the
essence of Australian beach culture.
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I tend to like quieter places, and
love going down to the Royal
National Park near Cronulla or
hiring a boat and cruising all the
little bays around Sydney; it’s a
pretty magical way to see the city.

Best neighborhood:
Bondi – I live here; my business,
Aquabumps, started here; and

my gallery is here (151 Curlewis
Street; aquabumps.com). I’m
always amazed that this little
village is on the beach but only
15 minutes from a big city. It’s
full of all types, but at its core,
it is a community of like-minded
people who all gravitate to and
love the beach.

Great for a drink:
You can’t beat Icebergs in Bondi
(1 Notts Avenue; icebergs.com.au)
for the best views in town.
Coogee Pavilion (169 Dolphin
Street, Coogee; merivale.com.au/
coogeepavilion) is a nice addition
about three miles to the east.

(ICEBERGS) ANDRESR, (BOARDWALK) OLIVER STREWE, (BRIDGE) LOONEY ATOMS

Two visionary Sydneysiders reveal their favorite
places to eat, shop, play, and explore.

Kangaroo Valley’s Hampden Bridge and (left) the
Bondi to Bronte walk.

Your Sydney secret:

Great for a drink:

These days with social media, I’m not
sure there are any more hidden secrets.
My favorite little hidden gem has got to be
Happy Chef in Chinatown (Sussex Centre
Food Court, 401 Sussex Street). They have
been serving the best laksa for years.

Well, apart from our wine bars at Glass
Brasserie and MOJO (8 Danks Street;
lukemangan.com), I love The Baxter
Inn (Basement 152-156 Clarence Street;
thebaxterinn.com) and Hubert (15 Bligh
Street; restauranthubert.com). Hidden
from view, they’re both little underground
bars serving great cocktails and a huge
selection of whiskey – must-visits!

Favorite day trip:

LUKE MANGAN
Chef and culinary entrepreneur Luke Mangan owns
and operates restaurants
in Australia, Singapore, and
Tokyo. He also has his own
line of gourmet products
and cofounded an awards
program for developing the
careers of young chefs.

A drive to Berry/Kangaroo Valley –
a scenic 1.5 hours from Sydney. Berry
has quaint one-off shops, a few wineries,
and some great cafés, such as Sourdough
Bakery (23 Prince Alfred Street; berrysour
doughcafe.com.au).

Best Sydney neighborhood:
For a first-time visitor, it has to be Bondi
Beach. There’s so much to see and do,
from the Bondi to Bronte walk, surfing,
or a morning dip at Icebergs’ pools, to
great cafés and restaurants like Seans
Panaroma (270 Campbell Parade;
seanspanaroma.co). It’s one of Australia’s
most iconic suburbs.

Brunch hunch:
Little Jean in Double Bay (Shop k1, 1
Kiaora Lane; littlejean.com.au) has a
really interesting menu. If I’m trying to
be healthy, then their granola is great,
but if I’m indulging, it’s going to be their
“Banoffee” hotcakes.

Top restaurant tip:
Australians love to dine, so book early.
For lunch, always ask for an outside or
window table – we have some of the
best views in the world that are not to
be missed.
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TAKE ON
TASMANIA
For years, Australia’s southern island state was pegged as the nature lover’s paradise.
It still is, of course, but all that fresh air (reportedly the cleanest in the world),
nutrient-rich volcanic soil, and pristine water provide the foundation for
some seriously good food, wine, and culture, too.

As a sustainable farm operated by food
lovers who are eager to share their passions,
The Agrarian Kitchen (theagrariankitchen.
com) sums up everything that is great about
the island’s food culture. Housed in a nineteenth-century schoolhouse and situated on
five acres in the scenic Derwent Valley outside
Hobart, it’s a prime Tasmanian destination
for learning about growing, harvesting, and
cooking produce, from paddock to plate. Seasonal cooking classes cover everything from
charcuterie to craft beer to making preserves
and desserts.

Culinary Cradle to Coast
Northwest Tasmania is home to a growing
list of artisan food producers, wineries, and
cafés. Explore the region by car, passing
through inland towns and valleys toward
Cradle Mountain and on to coastal roads.
Recommended rest stops: House of Anvers
chocolate factory in Devonport (anvers
chocolate.com.au), Red Hills vineyards, and
41 Degrees South (41southtasmania.com),
where the Pyka family raises freshwater
salmon on its bushland property.

A Toast to Josef Chromy
A pioneer and living legend on the Tasmanian
wine scene, Josef Chromy developed some of
the state’s best wineries before launching his
eponymous winery (josefchromy.com.au) in the
idyllic Tamar Valley near Launceston in 2007.
Sample his cool-climate wines, crafted from
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pinot noir, chardonnay, riesling, pinot gris,
and sauvignon blanc grapes at the cellar
door in an 1880s farmhouse, or at the innovative restaurant overlooking the winery’s
vineyards and lake.

Big Little City
Tasmania’s charming capital, Hobart, has
more than its fair share of culture, starting
with the Museum of Old and New Art, or
MONA (mona.net.au). Australia’s largest
privately owned museum is cut into sandstone
cliffs in the northern suburbs, with an art
collection as eclectic as it is provocative.
More delights are on display at Salamanca
Market, where each Saturday more than 300
stalls selling arts, crafts, homewares, and
produce crowd Salamanca Place. On Sunday
mornings, central Bathurst Street closes for
the tasty Farm Gate Market, a showcase of
Tasmanian produce and artisan producers.
With its own collection of art and antiques,
the boutique Islington Hotel makes a perfect
base for cultural peregrinations.

HANDSOME DEVIL ALERT!
The permanent residents at the boutique hotel
Saffire Freycinet don’t know how good they have
it. The luxe eco-lodge on Great Oyster Bay recently
opened a retirement home for the cute but carnivorous
Tasmanian devil a short walk from its suites. As part of
the Save the Tasmanian Devil Program, guests are
invited to learn about the endangered black critters
as they feed and play in a one-hectare, free-range
enclosure that mimics their natural habitat.

BREAK FOR
TASMANIA
Discover remote
mountains, open
moors, empty beaches,
and unspoiled
rain forests during
Swain Destinations’
11-day island-state
adventure. Stops
include rugged Cradle
Mountain, Strahan
(gateway to FranklinGordon Wild Rivers
National Park),
historic Hobart,
Wineglass Bay,
and Freycinet National
Park – home to
a lagoon breeding
ground for
black swans.

(MONA) JOE MCNALLY/TOURISM AUSTRALIA

Farm and Table
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Clockwise from top left: Hobart’s Museum
of Old and New Art, Seven Sheds Brewery,
Salamanca Market, the daily catch at 41
Degrees South, tasting-ready at Josef
Chromy’s winery, and House of Anvers’
chocolate truffles.
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FAMILY TIME

Hop on Over
A quick flight from Adelaide,
Kangaroo Island – aka
Australia’s Galápagos –
serves up an idyllic mix
of hospitality and natural
wonder for the whole family.

Snap a Postcard at
Remarkable Rocks
This group of granite boulders perched
precariously atop a southern cliff has
been artistically eroded by wind, sea, and
sand over millions of years. After pictures,
explore the walking trails of the rest of
Flinders Chase National Park, 38 miles
southwest of the island’s largest town (and
South Australia’s oldest European settlement), Kingscote.

Swim with Leafy Seadragons
Below the turquoise surface of Kingscote’s
beaches, one of the world’s largest
colonies of these incredibly beautiful,
delicate creatures awaits. Similar to sea
horses, the seadragons are found only in
Australia’s southern waters. There are also
sea lions, multicolored coral, and more
than 200 species of fish. Guides will bag
crayfish or abalone for a seafood feast
when in season.

Soak up the history of early island settlers
at Grassdale, a historic island property
just a short drive from the Southern Ocean
Lodge. At sunset, you can savor local
wines and canapés while watching kangaroos, wallabies, and other local wildlife
that congregate here.
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Sip and Snack with Wallabies

KI calling (clockwise from left):
The view from Southern Ocean
Lodge, Remarkable Rocks, and
a rather lazy local.

Hit the Dunes
Sun-kissed golden dunes roll as far as the
eye can see, perfect for photography, sandboarding or tobogganing, or a sunset safari
on quad bikes. Expect to see a kangaroo.

Find Seclusion in a Sandy Cove
Some 25 miles northwest of Kingscote,
Stokes Bay is famous for pure sands, tranquil rock pools, and a coastal hamlet that
attracts families for its shady picnic and
campground facilities. The must-do activity:
Walk through a rock corridor to reach the
isolated retreat of the shoreline.

See the Light

PHOTO(REMARKABLE
CREDIT
ROCKS) MICHEL COUTTY/GETTY IMAGES, (KOALA) C SOHNS/GETTY IMAGES

Lighthouses became an important addition
to KI when sailors realized how treacherous
the stretch separating it from the mainland
was. As a result, there are three historic
beacons on the island; each offers a picturesque backdrop for photos.

Don’t Miss the Roos
A private tour of the bush will ensure
you get your fill of the island’s
celebrated marsupials – plus an
enchilada lunch alfresco.
Base your Kangaroo Island peregrinations out of the haute Southern
Ocean Lodge for three days during Southern World Australia’s nineday tour of South Australia. The tour also visits Adelaide and Flinders
Range. Guided activities on KI include a visit to a fur seal colony,
wallaby and koala spotting, and a naturalist-led walk to one of the
continent’s largest sea lion colonies.
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VIRTUOSO’S BEST OF THE BEST
HOTEL GUIDE TO AUSTRALIA

QUEENSLAND

• LIZARD ISLAND

Consistently voted one of the world’s top ten resorts, Lizard Island offers 40 luxuriously
understated guest rooms and suites, gourmet local cuisine and Australian wines, spa treatments, and picnics on private beaches. The island is a national park north of Cairns, with
just one resort, 24 powdery-white beaches, and easy access to some of the world’s best
diving and snorkeling. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

• QUALIA, GREAT BARRIER REEF

Qualia is nestled in the most pristine and secluded position on Hamilton Island, with snorkel-out
access to the reef. Facilities include two serene pools and two bars and restaurants. Step inside the
award-winning Spa qualia or play a round at the Hamilton Island Golf Club on neighboring Dent Island. Use of an electric golf cart, kayaks, snorkeling equipment, and catamarans is included, as are
VIP transfers to the airport or marina. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a sunset cruise.

• ONE&ONLY HAYMAN ISLAND

Situated on a crescent-shaped beach on its namesake private island in the Whitsundays,
One&Only Hayman Island offers 160 guest rooms for an iconic Great Barrier Reef getaway.
Snorkel, scuba dive, fish, and sail – or view the reef by seaplane or helicopter. Return to lounge
poolside, stroll the expansive tropical gardens, relax at the One&Only Spa, and enjoy fine cuisine.
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and an island escapade.

• MAKEPEACE ISLAND

Richard Branson’s all-inclusive retreat on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast occupies a 25-acre
private island. As many as 22 guests swim laps in the central lagoon pool (it’s lined by runway
lights, for nighttime dips), play tennis and billiards, fish, and sail Hobie Cats. The 11 bedrooms
are dispersed among the Bali House and three private villas. Dine on the freshest fare served in
a number of scenic locations, including a secluded beach for picnic lunches. Virtuoso travelers
receive all meals and a $100 resort credit.

• GAIA RETREAT & SPA

Australian singer and co-owner Olivia Newton-John created a healing haven poised on the
highest point of the Byron Bay hinterland, with 23 retreat-style bungalows spread across 25
acres of subtropical gardens. Gaia delivers morning yoga, personalized activities, organic
gourmet cuisine, and luxury spa experiences that earned it a nomination for Virtuoso’s Best
of the Best Spa award. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

• INTERCONTINENTAL SYDNEY
Nestled on Circular Quay with unparalleled views, InterContinental Sydney has been an icon for
more than 30 years. Set within the beautifully restored 1851 Treasury Building overlooking the
harbor, the hotel’s 509 guest rooms blend elegance and comfort; guests can enjoy an indoor
swimming pool with harbor views, multilevel gym and massage facilities, and an exclusive club
lounge with a wraparound rooftop terrace. Virtuoso travelers receive club lounge amenities when
booking an Eastern Harbour View Room and above.
• INTERCONTINENTAL SYDNEY DOUBLE BAY
Sydney’s luxury bayside retreat presides in picturesque Double Bay. The hotel
features 140 light-filled guest rooms and suites with contemporary furnishings and private
balconies, located three miles from the city’s central business district. Relax and enjoy a
range of facilities, including the rooftop pool and bar, day spa, Stockroom restaurant, and
Stillery cocktail lounge. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
• SHANGRI-LA HOTEL, SYDNEY
Located in the historic Rocks district, the Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney’s 565 spacious
guest rooms are some of the largest on the harbor and offer astonishing views –
particularly the Grand Harbour Rooms facing the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House.
The hotel also features some of the city’s top dining venues and is home to Shangri-La’s
signature spa brand – CHI, The Spa. Virtuoso travelers receive an upgrade at time of
booking, breakfast daily, and a $100 dining credit.
• THE LANGHAM, SYDNEY
The Langham, Sydney’s 98 harborside guest rooms are some of the city’s largest, with
traditional windows, Juliete balconies, or terraces. European-chic dining abounds in
chef David Whitting’s new Bistro Remy, and jazz and craft cocktails come together in
Palm Court in the evening. Don’t miss the pool at Day Spa by Chuan, featuring a
star-dazzled ceiling for swimming under the stars, day or night. Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
• PARK HYATT SYDNEY
The Park Hyatt Sydney’s 155 waterfront guest rooms have a soft residential feel with mood
lighting and floor-to-ceiling windows for viewing the Opera House and Harbour Bridge. Relax
in a cabana by the rooftop pool or with spa treatments using indigenous products from the
Blue Mountains, then grab a light bite in The Living Room before exploring Sydney Harbour.
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
• FOUR SEASONS HOTEL SYDNEY
From its perch in The Rocks on Sydney Harbour, Four Seasons Hotel Sydney offers 531 rooms
with stunning views of the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House. Swim laps in Sydney’s largest
heated outdoor hotel pool, then get pampered with locally inspired therapies in the Endota
Spa. Enjoy a cocktail at Grain bar and discover fine local wine and seasonal Australian dining at
Pei Modern. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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• EMIRATES ONE&ONLY WOLGAN VALLEY

Emirates One&Only Wolgan Valley is nestled within the Greater Blue Mountains World
Heritage-listed area, a short drive from Sydney, and is set on 7,000 acres of carbon-neutral
conservation and wildlife reserve. Experience nature with outdoor pursuits led by the 40-room
resort’s team of dedicated field guides, then return to your villa to relax in your private pool,
the perfect combination of luxury and a quintessential bush experience. Virtuoso travelers
receive all meals and a nocturnal wildlife and stargazing tour.

VICTORIA

• PARK HYATT MELBOURNE

Overlooking St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the art deco-inspired Park Hyatt Melbourne is surrounded
by Victorian architecture and the picturesque Fitzroy Gardens. Inside, the 240 guest rooms feature rich wood paneling and bathrooms with double vanities and a deep soaking tub. Park Club
Health & Day Spa offers guests an outdoor sundeck, rooftop tennis court, 25-meter lap pool
and sauna, and steam rooms. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

• CROWN TOWERS

Located on the Yarra River in the heart of the arts and leisure precinct, Crown Towers features
482 lavishly appointed guest rooms – the Crown Towers Villas are accessible by three private
lifts and attended to by a team of butlers, on call 24 hours. Crown Melbourne is home to more
than 40 restaurants and cafés, cinemas, nightclubs, bars, a casino, and designer shops.
Virtuoso travelers receive a room upgrade at time of booking, breakfast daily, a bottle of wine on
arrival, and complimentary access to the spa and Crystal Club Lounge.

• THE LYALL HOTEL AND SPA

Known as Melbourne’s exclusive “little jewel” hotel in the city’s most stylish neighborhood,
South Yarra, The Lyall features original art galleries on each floor and in its cozy fireplace
lounge. Guest can take full advantage of downtime in 40 elegant and spacious suites, the
lauded spa, or the popular Lyall Champagne Bar. Virtuoso travelers receive a room upgrade at
time of booking, breakfast daily, and a $100 resort credit.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

• SOUTHERN OCEAN LODGE

Southern Ocean Lodge’s expansive Great Room offers soul-stirring ocean views. Guests at
the 21-suite eco-lodge set out on expertly guided wildlife adventures and return to exceptional island-inspired dining in the restaurant and relaxed drinks at the convivial open bar
with an exclusively South Australian wine menu. The lodge ensures the ultimate Kangaroo
Island experience with all-inclusive rates, seamless service, and custom itineraries. Virtuoso
travelers receive all meals, a $50 spa credit, and a $50 activity credit.
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TASMANIA

• ISLINGTON HOBART
The 11-room Islington Hobart hotel makes a posh base for day trips to nearby wineries and
Freycinet National Park. Of note: art and antiques that include Picasso sketches,
Khmer statues, Persian rugs, and Japanese lacquer furniture, and the garden’s reflecting
pond and 100-year-old willow. Make sure to have one dinner the on property, served in its
impressive two-story glass conservatory. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily,
a $75 dining credit, and a glass of sparkling wine on arrival.
• SAFFIRE FREYCINET
Every element at 20-suite Saffire Freycinet is designed to connect guests to their surroundings, from the windows framing Great Oyster Bay and the ever-changing, pink-hued Hazards
Mountains to the exquisite menus planned around the daily catch. Each day, guests can
choose from complimentary activities such as harvesting oysters, canoeing and hiking, or
viewing Tasmanian devils. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

• CAPE LODGE MARGARET RIVER
Situated on a 40-acre estate in the heart of Margaret River wine country, Cape Lodge lures
food and wine lovers with a restaurant that ranks among the top in the world, on-site cooking classes, and a private vineyard producing small batches of sauvignon blanc and shiraz
for guests. Accommodations range from 22 romantically understated rooms to a secluded
five-bedroom residence. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
• COMO THE TREASURY, PERTH
COMO The Treasury occupies the historic State Buildings with 48 guest rooms – many
feature French doors that open to furnished balconies – and the lauded COMO Shambhala
Urban Escape spa. The hotel’s Treasury Lounge and Bar is one of Perth’s most elegant
spots for cocktails. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

• LONGITUDE 131°
Camping certainly doesn’t come more glamorous or the view from the “tent” more
spectacular than this. At Longitude 131°, a gathering of luxe pavilions overlooking Uluru, the
vibe is intimate and civilized. The desert base fans out from the cool sanctuary of the Dune
House, site of lounging, cocktails, and Rock gazing. Dine on contemporary cuisine infused
with indigenous flavors while overlooking the nation’s spiritual heart or under a glittering
canopy of stars at Table 131°. Discover the World Heritage-listed wilderness of Uluru-Kata
Tjuta and relax in a luxury tent after a day of exploring. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit.

AU ST R A L I A S P EC I A L E D I T I O N
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Play Through
As Australian outdoors lovers know, their country is home to
top-notch golfing, fly-fishing, and walking tours.
Tee off: From the famous Victorian Sandbelt to golf courses alongside the sandstone sea-cliffs of southern
Sydney or an island in the Great Barrier Reef, golfers can play six of the world’s top 100 courses here. • For
fly-fishing, Tasmania’s subalpine Central Plateau provides some of the finest fly fishing for wild-spawned brown
trout anywhere – not for nothing, the island state was chosen to host the 2019 World Fly Fishing Championships.
• Feel like stepping out? Noteworthy treks (supported with plenty of creature comforts) include a three-day
Scenic Rim Trail Hike across mountains, ridges, escarpments, rain forests, and ancient volcanic plateaus
in South East Queensland’s Main Range National Park, or a four-day Margaret River Cape to Cape walk that
wends through towering karri forests and along headlands and beaches, with plenty of opportunities for a cooling dip in the ocean.
32 VIRTUOSO LIFE

(GOLF) DEREK ROSS, (FISHERMEN) RIVERFLY 1864 – TASMANIA, (HIKERS) PHOTO ELEMENTS MARGARET RIVER/MARK BOSKELL

Clockwise from top left:
Victoria’s Flinders Golf Club,
fly-fishing in Tasmania, and
Margaret River’s Cape
to Cape Walk.

Everything You’ve Heard is True.
At Air New Zealand, we are committed to delivering a
world-class flight experience to every traveler.
Eat extraordinary food
matched with fine wine at
38,000 feet. Truly.
Air New Zealand’s commitment
to delicious food and wine starts
way before you even board the
plane; consulting chef, Peter
Gordon, owner of The Providores
in London, has designed a range of
delectable meals for business-class
passengers.
It’s personal.
Yes, it’s the personal aspect
of flying, that Kiwi sensibility –
friendly and definitely not straitlaced – that shines through.
Passengers are always treated like
guests, not numbers, on an airline
that balances safety and luxury
with light-hearted imagination.

In-flight entertainment tips:
Seriously indulge. Check airnewzealand.com to
see what’s offered (music/audiobooks/movies,
TV/games) ahead of your flight. Take a look at
what’s on offer and get your lineup all ready to
go. The moment you board, set up your viewing
list and play as you wish!
If you are a bookworm, try the audiobooks. One
title sure to calm your nerves: Meditations for
Frequent Flyers, by David Michie. He shares
how to improve your physical and mental wellbeing while in the passenger seat.

Traveling à deux?
Play games! You vs. them. Try
a new video game adventure.
Connect your screens so you can
watch at the same time as your
partner. Awwwww.
Order food/wine as your loved one
demands. In Business Premier, you
can even dine together.
Best long-haul hacks:
1. Dress comfy. Layer up for maximum temperature flexibility
– it will help minimize that carry-on.
2. Pack a nourishing sheet mask. They look funny but they’re
packed with serum that brings your skin back to life.
3. Last chance to charge up? Plug into the power port at
your seat. If you’re stuck at the airport, plug into the back
of one of the 6,000 televisions in your terminal. Ha! Bet
you didn’t know that one.

Make your vacation last a little bit longer…
buy the wine you enjoyed on board!
Air New Zealand Winestore is an exciting
opportunity to purchase some of New Zealand’s
most recognized labels as well as prizewinners
from the annual Air New Zealand Wine Awards,
all delivered directly to your door.
• Customers can earn Airpoints dollars with
every cash transaction, or use Airpoints dollars
to buy their favorite wines.
• Purchase online for delivery worldwide! How
to purchase? Visit wine.airnewzealand.co.nz.

Business Premier

Kia Ora

Welcome Aboard

At Air New Zealand, we are committed to delivering a world-class flight experience to every
customer. Fly with us to experience award-winning innovations like the Economy SkycouchTM
and Premium Economy. Flights from San Francisco, Los Angeles, Houston, Vancouver and
Honolulu with convenient connections to 8 gateway cities in Australia. A proud member of
the Star Alliance, Air New Zealand passengers can earn and redeem mileage points with
the Alliance’s global network of airline partners.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to learn more.

