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The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Ever considered using a travel advisor?
If you’ve been planning vacations on your own, there’s another option. 

Virtuoso travel advisors combine knowledge, personal experience, and 

industry connections to design highly customized trips, handling all the 

details to save you time. 

Virtuoso advisors provide their clients with more value — VIP perks, 

upgrades, and amenities, often at the same cost or even less than doing  

it on your own. Whether you already know where you want to go,  

or are looking for inspiration, they’d be delighted to work with you.

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for everything from simple weekend 

getaways to the most complex itineraries. 

Check out the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com to find the  
one who’s right for you. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso Network of  
380+ Worldwide Travel Agencies



9 INTIMATE SHIPS  •  7 CONTINENTS  •  INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

WELCOME TO 
THEIR WORLDTHEIR WORLDTHEIR WORLDTHEIR

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE SILVER GALAPAGOS EXPERIENCE

Now including fl ights between Ecuador and the Galápagos, 
hotels and more on all voyages aboard Silver Galapagos.

Reserve your voyage today and enjoy roundtrip 
economy air to Ecuador from only $199*.

Call your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor.



9 INTIMATE SHIPS  •  7 CONTINENTS  •  INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

A SENSE OF
ADVENTURE

2016-2017
7-DAY YEAR-ROUND VOYAGES
ABOARD SILVER GALAPAGOS

Reserve your Silversea Expedition today.
Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.



THE ALL-INCLUSIVE  
SILVER GALAPAGOS 
EXPERIENCE
Discover the wonders of the Galápagos combined with the comfort, convenience and value of an all-inclusive 

Silversea experience where every facet of your journey is included and every detail handled by our staff.  

Along with a seven-day voyage aboard the award-winning Silver Galapagos, fares also include flights to  

and from the mainland to the Islands, transfers, pre- and post-cruise hotel stays and even immigration 

processing and park entrance fees.

ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

•  Intimate and comfortable expedition 
ship for just 100 guests

• All field excursions and activities

• Highly qualified Expeditions Team

•  Best crew-to-guest ratio in 
expedition cruising 

• All ocean-view accommodations

•  Wines and spirits served in-suite  
and throughout the ship

• Open-seating dining 

• Gratuities always included

•  Complimentary WiFi for all guests 

• Seven-day Galápagos Expedition 
aboard Silver Galapagos

• Roundtrip Economy Air between 
Ecuador and the Galápagos Islands

• Two-night pre-cruise hotel stay with 
breakfast at the Quito JW Marriott

• Evening tour of Quito’s historic 
city highlights

• Post-cruise hotel day room at Hotel 
Oro Verde in Guayaquil (for guests 
with flights after 10pm)

• National Park, Ingala Transit Card 
and porterage fees

• Transfer from JW Marriott to 
the airport in Quito

• Transfer between the airport 
and Silver Galapagos in Baltra

• Transfer between the airport  
and hotel in Guayaquil

• PLUS Roundtrip Economy Air  
to Ecuador from $199 *

ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES:

Silver Galapagos

Deluxe Veranda SuiteThe GrillThe Restaurant



GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS
Explore Darwin’s Living Laboratory of Evolution. Gaze at creatures 
born from geographic isolation and the slow passage of time. Marine 
Iguanas perched on lava rocks. A small penguin diving in the surf. 
A giant tortoise feeding upon the only land it has ever called home. 
Flora and fauna endemic to these volcanic islands lying in the  
vastness of the Pacific.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Visit “Bird Island” home to over 
30 bird species

• Observe sea lion families and 
the famed giant tortoises

• Admire the antics of red-footed 
and blue-footed boobies

• Swim, snorkel and kayak in 
tranquil, clear waters

• See pelicans and penguins 
along the rocky shores

• Swim with green sea turtles, 
sea lions and manta rays

• Encounter the largest colony 
of marine iguanas

SILVER GALAPAGOS — 100 GUESTS — WESTERN ITINERARY
YEAR-ROUND 7 BALTRA, GALÁPAGOS > Isla Bartholomé > Playa Espumilla, Santiago > Punta Vicente Roca, Isabela > 

Punta Espinoza, Fernandina > Caleta Tagus, Isabela > Bahía Elizabeth, Isabela > Post Office, Floreana >Punta 
Cormorant, Floreana > Galapaguera Cerro Colorado,San Cristóbal > Wizard Hill, San Cristóbal > Los Gemelos, 
Santa Cruz > Estación Darwin & Puerto Ayora, Santa Cruz > BALTRA, GALÁPAGOS

DATE DAYS PORTS

SILVER GALAPAGOS — 100 GUESTS — NORTH CENTRAL ITINERARY
YEAR-ROUND 7 BALTRA, GALÁPAGOS > Bahía Darwin, Genovesa > El Barranco, Genovesa > Seymour Norte > Bahía Sullivan > 

Rabida > El Eden, Santa Cruz > Galapaguera Cerro Colorado, San Cristóbal > Punta Pitt, San Cristóbal > 
Bahía Gardner, Española > Punta Suárez, Española > Estación Darwin & Puerto Ayora, Santa Cruz >  
Plaza Sur > BALTRA, GALÁPAGOS

2016-2017 7-DAY YEAR-ROUND VOYAGES STARTING FROM $6,950 PER GUEST

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: All Package Fares shown are in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy in an Explorer Suite. Fares are capacity controlled and subject to change at any time without 
notice. Availability of all suite categories cannot be guaranteed. Fares for single guests are available upon request. Additional restrictions may apply. All fares, savings, offers, itineraries and programmes 
are subject to change without notice. Voyage highlights, excursions and Enrichment Programmes shown are subject to change and/or cancellation without prior notice. *$199 Roundtrip Economy Air from 
the United States/Canada to Ecuador (Zones 1 and 2, select Eastern/Central US gateways) and $299 Roundtrip Economy Air from the United States/Canada to Ecuador (Zone 3, select West Coast gateways) 
applies to new Silver Galapagos bookings made on or after March 31, 2015, and sailing after July 1, 2015. Offer valid for bookings made at least 60 days prior to departure. Offer for bookings made within 
60 days of departure will be on request and pricing may vary. Airfares are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Roundtrip Economy Air 
offer available from select U.S. air gateways only and pricing may vary depending on departure city. Offer applies to the first two full-fare guests per booking. Air deviation fees apply at a rate of $100 per 
request plus additional air costs. Airline and routing are at the sole discretion of Silversea. Full passport information is required at time of booking and name changes are not permitted. Silversea reserves 
the right to correct any errors or omissions. Not combinable with any other promotional offer. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions. Ships’ registry: Ecuador.  SA16356

BOOK YOUR SILVERSEA EXPEDITION TODAY. 
CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Española, Galápagos San Cristóbal, Galápagos

Española, GalápagosGalápagos
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ON THE COVER Arctic thrill: Adventurers take in Canada’s Icy Arm while traveling with 

Lindblad Expeditions aboard the National Geographic Explorer.  
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All pricing and travel described herein are subject 

to change and availability, and restrictions may 

apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, 

in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or 

other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher 

assumes no liability for the representations 

contained herein. Publisher assumes no 

responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, 

or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in 

whole or in part without written consent of 

the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.

com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@

virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER CIRCULATION, AND 

POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Traveler 

Circulation, Virtuoso, 505 Main Street, Suite 

500, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To 

stop receiving Virtuoso Traveler, contact your 

travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.

com. California CST#2069091; TA#808 - 

Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington 

UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel 

does not constitute approval by the state of 

California. Copyright © 2016 by Virtuoso, Ltd. 

All rights reserved. Within the United States, 

Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the 

Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso 

Traveler, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return 

on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered 

trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the Best, 

Expect the World, and Virtuoso Voyages are 

trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has 

a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl 

Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are 

the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable 

marks are registered with numerous national 

trademark registries around the world. 
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Gilbert, Karen Goldberg, Tony 

Logan, Karyn McCarthy, Wendy 

Romanow, Daniela Trotta, Annabel 

Yost, Mary Kaye Zanatta

Virtuoso is the world’s leading luxury network of travel advisors, 

comprising over 380 travel agencies with more than 11,400 advisors, 

as well as 1,700 hotels, cruise lines, tour operators, and other providers. 

It’s a curated group of the best that the travel industry has to offer.

WHAT IS VIRTUOSO?

WHY WORK 
WITH A 
TRAVEL 
ADVISOR? 
You can always research a 

cruise or destination and book 

your trip online. But while 

the Internet may have made 

things easier, it can also lead 

to information overload. To 

travel better, you want to 

collaborate with someone 

who truly knows a destination, 

and knows the right people 

there, from hoteliers to the 

best tour guides. A Virtuoso 

travel advisor offers invaluable 

firsthand knowledge. What else 

do they provide? Here are five 

primary reasons to work with 

an advisor:

Collaborating with over 220 different tour providers 

and destination specialists, Virtuoso advisors provide 

customized itineraries, VIP treatment, and insider 

access all over the world.

VIRTUOSO’S  

DESTINATIONS & EXPERIENCES PARTNERS

VIRTUOSO’S 

CRUISE COLLECTION

Virtuoso advisors work 

with more than 30 top 

ocean-, river-, specialty-, and 

expedition-cruise lines and 

can recommend the best 

itineraries and types of ships 

(large and small) for you. 

Added benefits for Virtuoso 

travelers on special “Virtuoso 

Voyages” sailings include:

• The services of a dedi-

cated onboard host

• A welcome-aboard 

cocktail reception 

• Your choice of an 

exclusive cultural shore 

excursion, a private 

car and driver (on 

select sailings), or a 

shipboard credit

Our collection of more than 

1,000 of the world’s best 

properties ranges from 

four-room boutique hotels 

to 4,000-room resorts, plus 

villas, apartments, lodges, 

ranches, health retreats, and 

private islands. Extra ameni-

ties, available only by booking 

your stay through a Virtuoso 

travel advisor, include:

• Preferred rates and 

availability

• Room upgrades 

• Breakfast daily  

• Early check-in and 

late checkout

• Special perks such 

as spa treatments, 

dining credits, 

museum passes,  

and more

VIRTUOSO’S 

HOTELS & RESORTS PORTFOLIO

 Personalized planning

 Global expertise and connections

 Value for the money

 VIP treatment

 Peace of mind
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to change and availability, and restrictions may 
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF EXPEDITION TRAVEL

NEW! ALASKA
 ANNOUNCING NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC QUEST 

 AND THRILLING NEW ITINERARIES FOR 2017
We might be celebrating 50 years of expedition heritage, but we’re defi nitely looking 

forward. The 100-guest National Geographic Quest begins exploring Alaska soon—

going deep inside where glaciers calve, whales breach and wildlife acts naturally 

before your eyes & cameras. Active itineraries bring you in to 

hike, kayak, raft, bike; in-depth voyages take you to the San 

Juan Islands, Haida Gwaii. And the best Alaska team in the 

business ensures you get the most out of your experience.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.

TM 

#calvingglacier

#breachingwhales

#haidagwaii

#kayaking

#lindbladexpeditions

#lindbladexpeditions

#hainesAK

#wildalaska



                       e open to surprises. 

Let joy run free. Make memories to cherish. 

Contact a Virtuoso® Travel Advisor today 

to book your Orlando vacation.

                       e open to surprises. 

Let joy run free. Make memories to cherish. Let joy run free. Make memories to cherish. 

Contact a Virtuoso® Travel Advisor today 

to book your Orlando vacation.to book your Orlando vacation.
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Aspiring cowboys and cowgirls, take 

note: The new Palisade Ranch at 

Colorado’s 72-room Gateway Canyons 

Resort & Spa channels the Wild West 

in all-inclusive fashion. One-, three-, 

or five-day packages include cattle 

drives, roping lessons, daily horseback 

rides through red-rock canyons, and 

nightly fireside cookouts. Palisade takes 

advantage of Gateway Canyons’ 6,000-

plus acres set between sage-covered 

mesas and sandstone monoliths – land 

that was previously used by nineteenth-

century ranching families. Ages 8 and up 

can get in on the fun; no previous lasso 

skills required. 

DO IT: Packages from $995, including 

accommodations, meals, and activity 

credits, available through October 15, 

2016. Virtuoso travelers receive a $100 

activity or spa credit.  

Saddle Up

VIP IS REPORTED BY: VIIA BEAUMANIS, ANITA  

CARMIN, SUSAN HANSON, AND JEN LYONS

IPV
Aspiring cowboys and cowgirls, take 

note: The new Palisade Ranch at 

Colorado’s 72-room Gateway Canyons 

Resort & Spa channels the Wild West 

in all-inclusive fashion. One-, three-, 

or five-day packages include cattle 

drives, roping lessons, daily horseback 

rides through red-rock canyons, and 

nightly fireside cookouts. Palisade takes 

advantage of Gateway Canyons’ 6,000-

plus acres set between sage-covered 

mesas and sandstone monoliths – land 

that was previously used by nineteenth-

century ranching families. Ages 8 and up 

can get in on the fun; no previous lasso 

skills required. 

DO IT: Packages from $995, including 

accommodations, meals, and activity 

credits, available through October 15, 

2016. Virtuoso travelers receive a $100 

activity or spa credit.  

Saddle Up
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VIP

CHECK-IN

 Wind through 

Vancouver Island’s 

old-growth temperate 

rain forest and past 

aquamarine pools and 

salmon-spawning habitats 

on the Penny Falls Trail. 

The low-impact, two-hour 

hike is popular with guests 

of the 20-luxury-tent 

Clayoquot Wilderness 

Resort, who dig into 

picnic lunches at the 

falls before foraging for 

huckleberries on the 

way back to their deluxe 

canvas accommodations. 

Further sustenance comes 

in the form of prosciutto-

wrapped halibut at 

dinner. Three-night 

packages from $3,652 

per person, including 

all meals and activities; 

Virtuoso travelers receive 

a 60-minute massage.

 Spiritual seekers and 

wellness aficionados love 

Sedona, Arizona, for its 

energy vortexes, believed 

to be powerful sources 

of natural healing. About 

five miles south of the 

creekside L’Auberge de 

Sedona is the popular 3.6-

mile Bell Rock Pathway; a 

steep climb to the top of 

the sandstone Bell Rock 

promises panoramic views 

of the surrounding red-

hued scenery. Keep looking 

during a stargazing session 

with the 88-room resort’s 

Five treks that let you heed the call of the wild in high style. 

Take a Hike

A Patagonia trek and (left) dinner 

is served at Clayoquot Wilderness 

Resort. Opposite: Hiking near 

Blanket Bay, New Zealand.



J U N E  |  J U L Y  2 0 1 6 1 1

In Chiang Rai, Thailand, bond with the animal 

kingdom and feel good doing so: The 63-room 

Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp 

& Resort is a sanctuary for approximately 25 

rescued elephants, who freely roam the resort’s 

160 acres. Spread out in one of three new family 

suites, which combine a suite with a deluxe 

room and feature a living area and connecting 

balconies. Resort adventures include daily 

elephant walks, cooking classes, and tuk-tuk 

drives. Suites from $1,298. Family suites from 

$1,708 for two, plus $213 per child under 11, and 

$298 per child 12 and over; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

resident astronomer. 

Doubles from $325; 

Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 resort credit.

 The granite peaks and 

glacial lakes of Chile’s 

Torres del Paine National 

Park are a backpacker's 

dream, and 49-room 

Explora Patagonia sits 

near more than 50 trails 

for experiencing them. 

Intrepid wanderers 

should head to the 

3.5-mile Cornisas Trail, 

accessible only to resort 

guests, which snakes 

alongside cliffs and the 

Lake Pehoé shoreline. 

Later, soothe muscles  

in the heated pool, 

sauna, or open-air 

Jacuzzi. Doubles from 

$2,640 per person, 

including all meals and 

activities; Virtuoso 

travelers receive a $100 

resort credit.

 Local craftspeople 

consulted sacred texts 

to build Khamsum Yulley 

Namgyal, an ornate 

temple overlooking 

the Punakha Valley in 

Bhutan. The three-story 

shrine is best admired 

at sunrise, and a guide 

from Amankora’s 

eight-suite Punakha 

Lodge leads guests on 

a 1.8-mile hike through 

rice-paddy fields to the 

site. Back at the lodge 

– one of five Amankora 

properties in Bhutan – 

follow the early-morning 

trek with a Himalayan 

herb-infused massage 

or scrub. Doubles 

from $1,100; Virtuoso 

travelers receive 

breakfast daily and one 

60-minute hot-stone 

bath for two.

 New Zealand’s 

Routeburn Track, a 20-

mile stretch traversing 

the South Island, 

takes multiple days to 

complete, but casual 

hikers can sample its 

alpine glory along 

the much shorter Key 

Summit Track. On the 

2.1-mile trail, you’ll 

cross swing bridges, 

pass through a red 

beech forest, and take 

in panoramic views of 

the Fiordland mountain 

ranges. Freshen up 

afterward at Blanket 

Bay, a 12-room, 

antiques-filled lodge 

in nearby Glenorchy. 

Doubles from $683, 

including breakfast, 

predinner drinks, and 

dinner daily; Virtuoso 

travelers receive  

one complimentary 

lunch for two.

Herd’s All Here

“At Anantara, be sure to arrive for breakfast  

by 8 am. Guests who take an early meal 

get the chance to share it with one of the 

elephants on the terrace!”

– Olga Kolyada, Virtuoso travel advisor, Chicago

TIP

One of Anantara’s new 

family suites and (below) a 

pair of its resident elephants.
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CHECK-IN

The Pacific Coast Highway’s 

460-mile stretch between 

Los Angeles and Sonoma is 

best explored slowly, pulling 

over to admire its expansive 

vistas and ocean panoramas, 

and taking time to wander 

through coastal towns and 

vineyards. To fully appreciate 

the region’s allure, rent a car 

and make a vacation of it. A 

new package from Preferred 

Hotels & Resorts highlights 

five properties along the PCH, 

offering discounted pricing 

and exclusive amenities and 

experiences for travelers who 

book multiple nights. 

Your Virtuoso advisor can 

arrange a classic road trip, 

from making restaurant and 

hotel reservations to securing 

a rental car and mapping out 

your route. One suggested 

itinerary: Toast the adven-

ture with Champagne while 

overnighting at Montage 

Beverly Hills before driving 

through Malibu to historic 

Ojai, where a gourmet picnic 

lunch awaits at the Ojai 

Valley Inn & Spa. Head to 

rugged Big Sur and cliffside 

accommodations ideal for 

whale-watching at the Post 

Ranch Inn. A four-hour drive 

north is the Russian River 

town of Forestville, where the 

THE DETAILS

Montage Beverly Hills: 

Doubles from $975 

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa: 

Doubles from $399

Post Ranch Inn: 

Doubles from $810

Farmhouse Inn: 

Doubles from $895

Cavallo Point: 

Doubles from $494

HONG KONG IN FOCUS 
Shutterbugs staying at the 501-room Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong can now join an international travel photographer who 

shares pro tips during a private tour of the city’s bustling, Instagram-worthy streets. Doubles from $615; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit. Half-day photography tour, $390.

CALIFORNIA 
CALLING

Farmhouse Inn serves as an 

ideal home base for sipping 

in Sonoma wine country. Cap 

off the trip (and return your 

rental car) in San Francisco: 

Cavallo Point welcomes 

guests with cocktails, ap-

petizers, and Golden Gate 

views. Package available 

through September 30, 2016.

Picturesque perches: A 

deck at Post Ranch Inn and 

(above) Golden Gate vista 

from Cavallo Point.

A new spin on State Route 1 hits all the right spots.

Picturesque perches: A 

deck at Post Ranch Inn and 

(above) Golden Gate vista 

from Cavallo Point.



SOME THINGS ARE BETTER

EXPERIENCED THAN EXPLAINED.

GoToBermuda.com

*Restrictions Apply

BOOK NOW AND GET YOUR 4TH NIGHT FREE*  

FOR TRAVEL MAY - AUGUST AT PARTICIPATING HOTELS
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BON VOYAGE

After rowing across the Atlantic 
and running across the Sahara 
(just a few of his exploits), British 
explorer, author, and television 
personality Ben Fogle knows a 
thing or two about stepping out 
of your comfort zone. Now he’s 
created a series of less extreme 
yet equally exhilarating outings: 
action-packed experiences 

across Europe for Celebrity 

Cruises. Intrepid adventurers 
can kayak in Dubrovnik, hike 
in Montenegro, mountain-bike 
in Málaga, and speed-boat 
around the Helsinki archipelago. 
Guests traveling aboard the 
3,046-passenger Celebrity 

Reflection can also hear Fogle’s 
tales when he joins them for talks 
and seminars during a 12-day 
Mediterranean cruise. Departure: 

October 10, 2016; from $1,099.

Celebrity 

Adventures

Overnights in Cape Town, Bora-Bora, 

and Ho Chi Minh City highlight Oceania 

Cruises’ newly announced world voyage 

aboard the 684-passenger Insignia, 

departing January 3, 2018. From $39,999.

Here’s a look at the cruise line’s fifth 

circumnavigation, by the numbers. 

A Worldly 
Endeavor

180
DAYS AT SEA

40
COUNTRIES 

VISITED

5
CONTINENTS 

TOUCHED

87
PORTS OF CALL

56
UNESCO WORLD 

HERITAGE SITES 

TOURED

39,000
NAUTICAL 

MILES LOGGED

Ben Fogle surveys 

Celebrity Reflection and 

(below) Croatia by kayak.

Ben Fogle surveys 

Celebrity Reflection and 

(below) Croatia by kayak.
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Today’s cruise ships go all out in their top-tier cabins. Consider the Owner’s 

Suites aboard SeaDream Yacht Club’s SeaDream I and II, where guests enjoy 
personal attention from the hotel director and afternoon hors d’oeuvres 
served en suite.

• SQUARE FOOTAGE: 447

• WHAT YOU'LL LOVE: A com-

plimentary bottle of Champagne 

and an invitation to dine with the 

captain, the well-stocked wet 

bar, the master bathroom with a 

soaking tub and sea views, and 

the guest bathroom.

• MORE ON BOARD: A retract-

able marina with plenty of water 

toys and SeaDream’s signature 

Champagne and Caviar Splash, 

featuring a gourmet barbecue 

served beachside on bone china 

(on Caribbean voyages).

SUITE SAILING

Owning It

SeaDream I’s Owner’s  

Suite and (inset) living  

the jet-set life.

The proverbial glass ceiling is breaking down on the high seas. In 

January, nearly six months after Celebrity Cruises named Kate McCue 

as the first-ever American female captain of a megaship, Belinda 

Bennett took the helm of Windstar Cruises’ 148-passenger Wind Star 

yacht. And since February, after rising in the ranks at Regent Seven 

Seas Cruises, Serena Melani now skippers the 700-passenger Seven 

Seas Mariner between the Caribbean and Alaska. 

MUSIC TO  

OUR EARS
Bach, Brahms, and 

even some Beatles’ 

tunes waft through 

Lincoln Center Stage, 

a classical-music 

venue copresented 

by the iconic NYC 

performing arts 

center and Holland 

America Line. Listen 

in aboard Eurodam, 

Oosterdam, and the 

new Pinnacle Class 

Koningsdam.

Kate McCue Belinda Bennett Serena Melani

LADIES FIRST

Kate McCue Belinda Bennett Serena Melani
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Game Changer

SHIP REVIEW

A superyacht with an onboard speedboat and submarine? Crystal Esprit is 

garnering raves while making waves on – and under – the sea.

LAUNCHED

December 2015

PASSENGERS

62

AMENITIES

Two-passenger deep-sea 

submersible, Wider 32 

superyacht tender, ten-

passenger Zodiacs, and 

marina water-sports platform 

REGIONS CRUISED

Seychelles, Mediterranean, 

Middle East

From left: Crystal Esprit’s two-passenger 

deep-sea submersible, Sunset Bar, and 

Wider 32 speedboat.

There’s a first for everything, as Ralph Iantosca 

recently discovered while cruising the Seychelles 

aboard Crystal Yacht Cruises’ debut vessel. 

The Irving, Texas-based Virtuoso travel advisor 

describes the “wow” features found on the all-

suite, all-inclusive superyacht.  

WHAT YOU’LL LOVE

“The level of service. The staff could not be 

more accommodating or sincere. They’re so 

excited to take care of the guests.”

LESS IS MORE 

“The yacht’s ambience is simple yet sophisti-

cated. Think soothing colors, clean lines, and a 

relaxed, casual vibe.”

I’LL NEVER FORGET …

“My 30-minute submarine ride – a first for 

me at sea. I absolutely loved being below the 

ocean with the sub’s captain. The views of the 

reefs and sharks were unbelievable. What an 

amazing experience.” 

FULL SPEED AHEAD

“Another must-do: Go for a ride on the Esprit’s 

Wider 32 speedboat. You’ll find yourself with 

a smile on your face for the rest of the trip.” 

RAISING THE BAR 

“I’m partial to the top-deck 

Sunset Bar. Yachting through 

the Seychelles while enjoying 

your favorite cocktail – need I 

say more?”

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?

“The fresh seafood dishes 

and complementary wines 

are exceptional. My favorite 

dining venue: The Yacht Club 

Restaurant, with its open-

kitchen concept.”

DREAM DESTINATION

“I enjoyed the Seychelles 

very much and can’t wait 

to return. It was incredibly 

refreshing to visit islands that 

aren’t overrun with tourists; 

you won’t see homes and 

resorts on many of them.”

NEED TO KNOW

“Have your advisor book early. 

With only 31 suites, space on 

Crystal Esprit fills fast.”

VIP
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Pedal Power 

BEST FOR: Families with kids age 8 

and older

DAILY DISTANCE: 12 to 31 miles, with 

shorter routes available

SCENERY: Wild jungles, vast rice pad-

dies, traditional towns, and bustling Ho 

Chi Minh City

DETAILS: Eight days with Butterfield 

& Robinson. Departures: December 30, 

2016, and April 10, 2017; from $6,995.

BEST FOR: Couples and close friends 

(this is a private tour)

DAILY DISTANCE: Varies, depending on 

your desired activity level 

SCENERY: Parisian neighborhoods, ro-

mantic châteaus, centuries-old vineyards, 

prehistoric cave paintings at Lascaux

DETAILS: Nine days with Artisans of 

Leisure. Departures: Any day through 

December 31, 2016; from $15,520.

BEST FOR: Solo travelers (you’ll 

join a group of like-minded cycling 

companions)

DAILY DISTANCE: 16 to 40 miles, 

depending on your desired activity level 

SCENERY: Alpine forests, emerald-

green Lake Louise, snowcapped peaks, 

and the Icefields Parkway

DETAILS: Five days with Backroads. 

Departure: August 18, 2016; from $2,798.

Biking tours help you explore the world at 
your own pace.

BIKES THAT  
GIVE BACK

World Bicycle Relief provides 

bicycles to Africans in need of 

affordable, sustainable transportation. To 

date, the organization has distributed 

nearly 300,000 bikes from Angola to 

Zimbabwe. To learn more, visit 

worldbicyclerelief.org.

More travelers are taking to two wheels these days on bi-

king trips that let them slow down while speeding up their 

metabolism. “When you’re cycling,” says Virtuoso travel advisor 

David Rubin of Corona del Mar, California, “all your senses are 

alert and alive. You connect with your surroundings. You see, 

smell, hear, and feel more than you would in a car or coach. Your 

body is active and you’re exercising in an exhilarating way.”

For Rubin, the key to finding the right cycling trip is proper 

research. “Ask your advisor about the group makeup, how 

many miles you’ll log each day, and what the terrain is like.” 

If the course looks too challenging, he adds, inquire about 

optional routes or upgrading to an electric bike. Ready to roll? 

Here are three trips to help you get moving.

Siem Reap, Cambodia,  

to Hoi An, Vietnam

Canadian Rockies through 

Banff National Park

Round-trip from Paris through Versailles, 

the Loire Valley, and Bordeaux

ROUTE ROUTE ROUTE
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Urban Upshift
Bike-share programs can help 

you sightsee during your next 

city stay. Added incentive: 

The first 30 minutes are often 

free. A few of our favorites:

New York City — A free Citi 

Bike app shows real-time availability 

at more than 100 stations around 

Manhattan and Brooklyn. Just swipe 

a credit card and go. $9.95 per 

day/$25 per week.

London — Santander Cycles 

maintains hundreds of stations 

throughout London. Bikes unlock 

with the swipe of a credit card. $3 

per half hour.

Berlin — Stop by one of 150 Call-

a-Bike stations in central Berlin, 

dial the number on a bike, and 

give the rep your credit card for 

an unlock code. Three cents per 

minute/$14 maximum per day.

IRISH 

CHARM 
Having transformed ten classic carriages 

acquired from Irish Rail in 2014, Belmond 

will launch the Grand Hibernian, the 

Emerald Isle’s first luxury overnight train, in 

August. Equipped with two restaurant cars, an 

observation car with a bar, and en suite cabins, 

the 40-passenger train offers three journeys 

out of Dublin. Two-, four-, and six-night rides 

through both the Republic of Ireland and 

Northern Ireland offer a selection of highlights, 

including visits to the Old Bushmills Distillery, 

Blarney Castle, and Belfast for a guided tour 

of the Titanic Experience; avid golfers can 

enhance their trips with daily golf excursions. 

Departures: Multiple dates August 13, 2016, 

through October 14, 2017; from $3,540.

From top: Belmond Grand Hibernian’s Sligo restaurant 

car and Waterford cabin, and the tasting bar at Dublin’s 

Teeling Distillery. 

On a roll in Banff National 

Park and (below) Vietnam.

KEEPING 
IT RAIL

JP Kavanagh, Belmond 

Grand Hibernian’s 

general manager, 

shares some of his 

favorite excursions 

from the train.

In Dublin, I recommend a 

visit to the Teeling Distillery 

– the city’s only operational 

distillery – to learn about the 

art of whiskey production.

Northern Ireland’s Royal 

Portrush Golf Club is not 

to be missed. The challeng-

ing links course on Antrim’s 

rugged north coast was re-

cently confirmed as a British 

Open venue for the second 

time in its history. Guests 

can play the course on day 

two of the train’s two-night 

Realm of Giants itinerary.

We make a brief stop in 

Cork City and can arrange a 

visit to the nearby Jameson 

distillery. After the train 

journey, however, I suggest 

that guests head back to 

the city to experience the 

English Market, Ireland’s 

most famous covered mar-

ket and home to a plethora 

of stalls run by local traders 

selling all sorts of foods.

In Dublin, I recommend a 

selling all sorts of foods.
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SPACE TRAVEL

UNITED VISION

Retired U.S. Air Force 
lieutenant colonel Kelly 

Latimer has joined 
Virgin Galactic as its 

first female pilot. Latimer 
flew nearly 100 combat 
missions in Iraq and has 

experience in more than 40 
types of aircraft. Previously, 
she served as a test pilot for 
Boeing and the Air Force, 
and was the first female test 
pilot at NASA’s Armstrong 

Flight Research Center.

CLEARED FOR 
TAKEOFF

Virgin Galactic readies for 

its next steps to spaceflight.

HIGH STYLE
Approved for fashion and flight runways: Virgin Galactic 

flight suits by Y-3, Yohji Yamamoto’s Adidas line. Re-

cently unveiled at Spaceport America, the test pilots’ trim, 

multitextured jumpsuits are cut from fire-resistant Nomex 

– similar to Kevlar but more flexible, and frequently used 

in protective gear for firefighting and racing. Boots based 

on Adidas’ tactical model for special forces round out the 

all-black ensemble. Y-3 designs for ground crew and future 

astronauts are in the works.

SPACE TRAVEL

Virgin Galactic readies for 

its next steps to spaceflight.

HIGH STYLE
Approved for fashion 

flight suits by Y-3

cently unveiled at Spaceport America, the test pilots’ trim, 

multitextured jumpsuits are cut from fire-resistant Nomex 

– similar to Kevlar but more flexible, and frequently used 

in protective gear for firefighting and racing. Boots based 

on Adidas’ tactical model for special forces round out the 

all-black ensemble. Y-3 designs for ground crew and future 

astronauts are in the works.

Virgin Galactic’s quest to 

become the world’s first 

commercial spaceline took 

another step forward with the 

unveiling of its VSS Unity at a 

ceremony in Mojave, Cali-

fornia. Virgin Group founder 

Richard Branson introduced 

the six-passenger, two-pilot 

replacement for the original 

SpaceShipTwo, which crashed 

in a 2014 test flight due to 

copilot error. (Engineers have 

since designed and installed 

automated fail-safes to avoid 

such issues in the future.) 

Apart from enhanced safety 

and a more efficient rocket 

engine, Unity mirrors its pre-

decessor’s looks, mission, and 

proposed flight profile: The 

spacecraft will detach from 

mother ship WhiteKnightTwo 

midair and blast into suborbital 

flight, where passengers will 

experience several minutes of 

weightlessness before glid-

ing back to Earth. More than 

700 future astronauts have 

reserved seats, which currently 

go for $250,000.

“Space exploration has 

already been a great unifier,” 

said Stephen Hawking, who 

was on hand to officially name 

the vehicle via a recorded 

speech and has been offered 

a seat on a future flight. Not-

ing how previous missions 

have brought cooperation 

between adversarial nations, 

the theoretical physicist spoke 

of space tourism as a means of 

refocusing human stewardship 

of the planet. “It will help us to 

recognize our place and our 

future in the cosmos – which 

is where I believe our ultimate 

destiny lies,” he said. 

Shortly after the dedi-

cation, Richard Branson’s 

1-year-old granddaughter, 

Eva Deia, christened Unity – 

with milk. The spacecraft is 

expected to begin test flights 

in the coming months. 

VIP

Virgin Galactic readies for Virgin Galactic readies for 

its next steps to spaceflight.

HIGH STYLE
Approved for fashion and flight runways: Virgin Galactic 

flight suits by Y-3, Yohji Yamamoto’s Adidas line. Re-

cently unveiled at Spaceport America, the test pilots’ trim, 

multitextured jumpsuits are cut from fire-resistant Nomex 



Send in your best photos + short videos 
that show you and/or your family and friends soaking in your favorite travel moments.

virtuoso.com/travelercontest

GRAND PRIZE  $1,500           1ST  PRIZE  $1,000           2ND PRIZE  $500            3RD PRIZE  $250

SHARE YOUR TRAVEL MEMORIES with us by uploading your entries 

May 1 - June 15, 2016 at virtuoso.com/travelercontest.

FOUR LUCKY VIRTUOSO TRAVELERS WILL WIN CASH PRIZES, and, win or not 

your photo and/or short video may appear in Virtuoso Life or on virtuoso.com.

WHAT

HOW

WIN

PHOTO REQUIREMENTS: 1. Original; 2. Color or black & white; 

3. Digital format; 4. High resolution (300 DPI+); 5. Max size of 4MB  

VIDEO REQUIREMENTS: 1. Original; 2. 60 seconds or less; 3. Max size 50MB.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. THIS IS A SKILL-BASED CONTEST AND CHANCE PLAYS NO PART IN THE SELECTION OF WINNERS. Open to all individuals age 21 
or older at time of entry (excludes residents of Quebec, residents of Brazil, individuals on any blocked persons list maintained by the U.S., residents of any embargoed/sanctioned country — 
including Afghanistan, Cuba, Iran, Iraq, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria, and residents of any country where this Contest is prohibited or otherwise restricted by law). Persons associated with 
Sponsor and its affi  liated entities are also excluded. Entry limit one per person, each entry may include an unlimited number of photos/videos, subject to the competition site’s overall size/storage 
limitations. Prize limit one per person, family, and household. Contest begins May 1, 2016 at 12:00am U.S. CT and ends June 15, 2016 11:59pm U.S. CT. Winners will be announced on or around 
August 31, 2016. ARV of all prizes: $3,250 USD. Sponsor and Administrator: Virtuoso, Ltd. 505 Main St., Suite 500, Ft. Worth, TX 76102. To enter, visit virtuoso.com/travelercontest and follow 
the instructions. Offi  cial Rules available at virtuoso.com/travelercontest. Conditions and restrictions apply. Void where prohibited.

© 2016 Virtuoso, Ltd. The trademarks VIRTUOSO and the Globe Swirl Logo are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Send your best travel shots to editors@virtuoso.com for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Traveler.

A SUNNY SELFIE
Virtuoso travelers smile wide while kayaking in the South Pacific. 

»THE TRIP
Virtuoso travel advisor 

Rosario Flórez of Lima, Peru, 

crafted a once-in-a-lifetime 

honeymoon to French Poly-

nesia for the Atlanta-based 

couple, which included 

visits to Tahiti and Le Taha’a 

Island Resort & Spa, on its 

own private islet, along 

with time in Los Angeles 

and New Zealand. “Rosario 

has a portfolio of the best 

destinations and hotels, of-

fers exclusive benefits, and 

also has visited many of the 

places she recommends,” he 

notes. “We knew we were in 

good hands.” 

»WHERE NEXT?
While Mario and Frances-

ca have since enjoyed a 

Botswana safari, their next 

adventure will be exciting 

in a different way – they’re 

expecting their first child in 

June. “After the baby is born, 

we plan to keep traveling,” 

says Mario, “but next time it’s 

going to be the three of us.” 

»IN THE MOMENT 
Pushing off from the beaches at Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora, Mario Martinez and his new 

wife, Francesca, knew they were somewhere special. “It was just the two of us in that amazing 

moment, surrounded by a turquoise lagoon and green palm trees,” says Mario. “We knew we 

had to get a picture.”

GREEN TRAVEL

Turtle Trek 
Just across from Saint Kitts, the Caribbean island of Nevis is well loved for its colonial 

architecture, convivial vibe, and unspoiled beaches, where endangered sea turtles return 

to lay their eggs. The best time to visit this year? July 15 to 18, when Four Seasons Resort 

Nevis, working in conjunction with the Sea Turtle Conservancy and Nevis Turtle Group, 

hosts its tenth annual Sea Turtle Conservancy Weekend. Hotel guests can help search for 

nesting sea turtles and watch them make their way back to the sea after conservationists fit 

them with satellite transmitters that record migration patterns. Through October, visitors 

can also volunteer with the Nevis Turtle Group to mark sea turtle nests for safekeeping.

nesting sea turtles and watch them make their way back to the sea after conservationists fit 



L U X U R Y

T H AT

C O M E S

T W I S T

W I T H  A

It’s time to shake up the meaning of upscale. This is Royal Suite Class — luxury that’s anything but boring. 

And it’s never been bolder than onboard the brand new Harmony of the Seas. It all starts with the most 

expansive and unbelievable suites at sea. Exhilarating activities like the Perfect StormSM waterslides, twin 

FlowRider® surf simulators, and the tallest slide at sea — the Ultimate AbyssSM  —  offer endless thrills. And 

your Royal Genie, the ultimate insider, grants you exclusive early access to one-of-a-kind experiences 

like these. Plus shipwide VIP status, so you can enjoy the very best of everything onboard.

Debuts May 2016 on the brand new Harmony of the SeasSM plus

Oasis of the Seas®, Allure of the Seas®, and Anthem of the Seas®

Contact your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor to learn about exclusive amenities.

The Royal Suite Class will be available for sailings departing May 2016 and beyond. Maximum stateroom occupancy within a category may vary. Suite program benefits, amenities, and services 
vary by suite category, ship, and itinerary, and are subject to change at any time without notice. Additional program terms apply. Royal Suite Class programming developed exclusively for Oasis 
and Quantum class ships, excluding China departures. All itineraries and features vary by ship and are subject to change without notice. All images of Harmony of the SeasSM are artistic renderings 
based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice. ©2016 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 04/14/2016 • 16050294.
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GOOD READ

TRAVEL INTEL 

CAUSE FOR TRAVEL

Caspian Cookery 
Called a “love letter to Central Asia,” 

Samarkand: Recipes & Stories from Central 

Asia & the Caucasus introduces the many 

ethnic groups (Afghans, Uzbeks, Tajiks, and 

more) who left their stamps on this ancient 

Silk Road city. Evocative travel essays 

from journalist Caroline Eden complement 

an array of recipes introducing this little-

known cuisine – each expertly adapted 

for the Western home cook by food writer 

Eleanor Ford – that range from lamb kebabs 

with cinnamon, cloves, and hot hummus 

to pomegranate-and-vodka sorbet. $35, 

kylebooks.com. 

Passport 
Push 
Expecting a sharp 

increase in applications 

over the next two years, 

the U.S. Department of 

State is continuing its 

push of the Apply Early 

campaign aimed at 

Americans seeking new 

passports. As millions 

of U.S. passports are 

set to expire follow-

ing an unprecedented 

surge in applications 

in 2007, travelers are 

advised to submit 

requests well ahead of 

planned travel dates. 

TIP: Documents are 

most quickly processed 

from September through 

November. For more 

information, visit travel.

state.gov. 

TO GREAT HEIGHTS
Perched at 8,850 feet in Peru’s Sacred Valley of the Incas, Sol & Luna’s lofty ambi-

tions reach far beyond providing a memorable stay for guests. Founded in 2000 

by husband and wife Franz Schilter and Marie-Helene (Petit) Miribel, the lodge 

employs community members and sustains the couple’s corresponding Sol y Luna 

Association, which funds and operates an intercultural school providing high-quality 

education for more than 200 disadvantaged local children. Simply by staying at 

the lodge, guests make a significant difference; they are also welcome to volunteer at 

the school and donate money or supplies. 

Samarkand plov, an Uzbek staple.

Association, which funds and operates an intercultural school providing high-quality 

education for more than 200 disadvantaged local children. Simply by staying at 



Award Winning River Cruise Line 

EXPLORE THE WORLD IN LUXURY 
EUROPE |  ASIA |  AFRICA 

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor 

Your AmaWaterways River Cruise Includes:

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Four Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015

• A variety of tours in every port

• Fine dining with all meals included on board

• Guided bike tours and hiking excursions

• Free WiFi and Hollywood Movies

• Unlimited wine and beer with lunch and dinner

• Nightly onboard entertainment and more
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VIP

GOODS & GADGETS

Outfit yourself for your next adventure with shoes and accessories 
that help people all around the world you set out to explore. 

PACK WITH PURPOSE

EYE-OPENER

Look good while doing 

good with Warby Parker 

sunglasses, which sport 

polarized, impact-resistant 

lenses with 100 percent 

UV protection. For each 

pair of shades sold, the 

company donates prescrip-

tion glasses to someone in 

need – a boon, given that 

some 700 million people 

worldwide lack access to 

eyewear. Men’s Haskell 

sunglasses, from $95, 

warbyparker.com.

HELPFUL 

HYDRATION

MiiR’s vacuum-insulated, 

stainless-steel growler 

keeps 64 ounces of 

water cold for more than 

24 hours while funding 

clean-water initiatives in 

locations such as Liberia 

and Mozambique. Regis-

ter your bottle’s unique 

code online and see GPS 

coordinates and photos 

of the project you’re sup-

porting. $55, miir.com.

FASHION 

STATEMENT 

Made of upcycled ma-

terials by a community 

of talented Rwandan 

artisans, necklaces from 

Songa Designs are more 

than just conversation 

pieces: When you buy 

one of these handmade

accessories, you’re 

helping the women who 

make them achieve 

economic independence. 

Zaza necklace, $52, 

songadesigns.com.

A STEP ABOVE

Well known for its “One for 

One” program of giving 

away a pair of shoes for 

every pair purchased, Toms

has expanded its initiatives 

to include safe births, 

vision care, access to water, 

and bullying prevention – 

even more reasons to pack 

a pair of the company’s 

comfortable, casual kicks 

on your next trip. Men’s 

chambray Culvers, $64, 

toms.com. 

CARRY ON

Krochet Kids gives 

women living in Uganda 

and Peru the job skills, 

education, and mentor-

ship opportunities they 

need to lift their families 

out of poverty as they 

create beautiful bags with 

details that include color-

ful knit panels and vegan 

leather straps. Devin tote, 

$68, krochetkids.org. 

GOODS & GADGETS

Every Krochet 

Kids product 

is hand-signed 

by the person 

who made it.
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Travel Two Ways
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Masai Mara or Montana?
Track rhinos in the Kenyan bush or go bear watching in Big Sky Country.  By Susan Hanson

Two safaris for two budgets.

8-day, $18,400 splurge 4-day, $5,500 steal 

TOUR: Home to the seminomadic Masai people 

and the highest concentration of wildlife on earth, 

Kenya’s Masai Mara National Reserve is near the top 

of many travelers’ wish lists. Take in the 583-square-

mile park – and the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy – on 

an eight-day safari with African Travel, Inc., which 

has guests traveling by plane between game camps, 

tracking rhino, listening to Masai lore, and spotting 

nocturnal animals on nighttime drives. Another 

highlight: slipping inside a hide on the slopes of 

Mount Kenya to spy on fauna at a nearby water-

ing hole. Departures: Multiple dates, July 1 through 

December 15, 2016; from $15,310 per couple.

PLAY: Take in the bush from above by adding a hot-

air balloon excursion to the trip. The hour-long ride, 

which embarks before dawn, provides a bird’s-eye 

view of antelope grazing along the Mara River and 

a front-row seat for sunrise. $1,080 per couple. 

SOUVENIR: Conversation will surely fl ow back 

home over a dinner table created with repurposed 

wood from Kenyan dhow boats. Each piece of fur-

niture from Indian Ocean Creations (inside Jockey 

Club of Kenya, Ng’ong Road, Nairobi) is custom 

made. Approximately $1,975.

TOTAL: From $18,365 per couple

STAY: It may not be the fi rst “big fi ve” that comes 

to mind, but Philipsburg, Montana, boasts its own 

roster of game animals to scope out on safari: elk, 

bighorn sheep, deer, moose, and bear (both black 

and brown). Set near the base of the John Long 

Mountains, the 6,600-acre Ranch at Rock Creek is 

a natural migration route for some of these species; 

a stay at the 29-room ranch offers guided hikes 

and twice-daily Jeep outings to look for them. Also 

on the agenda: fl y-fi shing excursions and horse-

back trail rides. From $5,400 per couple for an 

all-inclusive, three-night stay in the fall midseason, 

September 6 through October 17, 2016.

PLAY: The crystal-clear Blackfoot River helped 

inspire Norman Maclean’s memoir-turned-fi lm A River 

Runs Through It. Guests can take in the scenery on a 

full-day fi shing fl oat trip along the Blackfoot or the 

equally pristine Bitterroot River. Included in rate.

SOUVENIR: Prospectors have long mined Montana’s 

El Dorado Bar for its sapphires – the largest one 

on record weighs in at 34.7 carats. Much smaller 

stones, crafted into sterling-silver jewelry pieces, 

are available at Montana Gems of Philipsburg (204 

W. Broadway). From $30.

TOTAL: From $5,430 per couple

For more 

high-fl ying 

adventure, turn 

to page 50.



Motu M� day
Explore the islands of French Polynesia, including our own private beach 

retreats on Motu Mahana, an islet off  the coast of Taha'a, and Bora Bora.

Our all-inclusive pricing off ers an exceptional value, with 

50% off  standard cruise fares on all sailings of our luxury small ship 

plus included roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles.

For more information or to make a reservation, 

contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. Ask about 

special Virtuoso hosted sailings and shipboard credits!

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  SOUTH PACIFIC
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Ask The Advisors

What’s the Best Way to 

Prevent Jet Lag?
Virtuoso travel advisors provide their prescriptions.

While the modern miracle of air 
travel makes it possible to soar to 
the other side of the world in a mat-
ter of hours, the swift traversing of 
time zones can result in everything 
from insomnia and exhaustion to 
headaches, nausea, and disorienta-
tion. There’s no doubt that jet lag, 
aka “circadian desynchrony” in 
medical circles, can take a serious 
toll. And while there’s no official 

cure, its effects can and should be 
mitigated for the sake of your vaca-
tion, say our advisors. Here are five 
tips to help keep time on your side.

“Set your watch to your destina-

tion time when you 

board the plane and 

act as if you’re already 

in that time zone. If it’s 

night there, try to sleep. If it’s 

day, do your best to stay awake.” 

– JOHN OBERACKER, 

Long Beach, California 

“To help you sleep during 

your flight, I highly 

recommend wearing 

lightweight, loose-

fitting clothes. I also 

bring my own neck pillow 

and cashmere pashmina that 

doubles as a blanket. And of 

course, flying business or first 

class will help you rest and be 

ready for your arrival.”

– MARY ANN RAMSEY,  

Naples, Florida

“If it’s feasible, schedule an 

overnight layover en 

route to your ultimate 

destination. During my 

recent family vacation to 

Hawaii, for example, I arranged 

flights with a hotel stay in San 

Francisco, which significantly 

lessened our jet lag.”

– LISA LEAVITT, Boston 

“Stress-reducing massages and 

spa treatments are 

essential for reducing 

jet lag – think airport 

massages and jet-lag 

therapies on arriving at 

your destination.”

– PAÔLA MANSUR, 

São Paulo, Brazil 

“If you arrive during the day, 

stay active and get 

as much sunlight as 

possible. I recom-

mend taking a private 

tour that will help you get 

familiar with your destination, 

requires minimal brain power, 

and keeps you from slipping into 

your bed too early.”

– KRISTEN LOWREY LARSON, 

Folsom, California

• The spa at Bulgari Hotel 

Milan offers a two-hour Jet 

Lag Recovery experience 

(two hours, $515) that 

includes a detoxifying salt 

scrub, Balinese hot-stone 

massage, hydrating eye 

treatment, and refining 

clay body wrap – plus the 

use of all spa facilities. 

• At Park Hyatt New 

York, Spa Nalai’s new Jet 

Lag Therapy (90 minutes, 

$350) remedies swelling, 

bloating, and body water 

retention, along with 

shoulder and back pain 

built up over long flights. 

Headaches are eased with 

soothing scalp massages. 

• Guests staying at 

Lucknam Park Hotel & 

Spa near Bath, England, 

can help banish their 

jet lag with Haslauer 

Reflective Sunlight 

Therapy (40 minutes, 

$45), which provides 

the benefits of natural 

sunlight and vitamin D. 

THAT’S THE TREATMENT 
These jet-lag remedies will help put you in the zone.

Lucknam Park’s Haslauer 

Reflective Sunlight Therapy 

and (inset) Park Hyatt New 

York’s Spa Nalai lounge.

Lucknam Park’s Haslauer 

Reflective Sunlight Therapy 

and (inset) Park Hyatt New 

York’s Spa Nalai lounge.
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ADVENTURE

The perfect place for
an unforgettable adventure
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Kathleen McNamara thirsts for adventure and the great outdoors – 

even in the heart of the city. INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

WHY I TRAVEL

G
et Kathleen McNamara going on her 

travel-dream list and inspired ideas come 

fl ying: “Let’s see … trekking the Amazon. 

Never been to Machu Picchu. I’m dying to 

hike the Himalaya. Bike around Thailand, Cambo-

dia, Vietnam, and huge stretches of the U.S. …” Al-

though she retired at 53 after selling her high-tech 

health company and spends many weeks away 

from her Steamboat Springs home each year, to 

hear her tell it, the world is still a vastly unexplored 

place. Denver-based Virtuoso travel advisor Dana 

Welch helps satisfy that unyielding wanderlust. 

Even though I have three kids and a husband, I do a lot of solo travel. 

The joy is doing everything you want, when you want to do it.

 I travel out of a sense of high 

adventure. Nothing is more 

stimulating than seeing places 

I’ve never seen before. Hiking 

the hike, eating the food, cy-

cling whatever they’ve got to 

cycle. It’s simply, let’s do this! 

Even though I have three kids

and a husband, I do a lot of 

solo travel. The joy is doing 

everything you want, when 

you want to do it. When it’s 

me and my suitcase, if I’m not 

having fun, I can pick up and 

go somewhere else. 

New Zealand this year: 

Twenty-six days, nine different 

accommodations, countless 

unforgettable moments. I 

helicoptered up to glaciers 

and over Milford Sound and 

tramped around Abel Tasman 

National Park. At Huka Lodge, 

they have a private dining 

program that lets guests 

choose where they want to 

eat. You can sit by a fi replace. 

Someone was by the river. 

Someone chose by the trees. 

It’s pure freedom and beauty. 

A good sarong is a pillow, a 

shawl, a jacket, a pool wrap, 

and a security blanket. 

Bhutan was the most spectacu-

lar. Archery is the national 

sport, and all these amazing 

athletes hike over mountain 

passes to challenge neigh-

boring villages. It’s not like 

anything you’ve seen at home: 

When someone scores, they 

do an amazing costumed 

dance in the shadow of those 

incredible snowy peaks. 

For my youngest daughter’s 

18th birthday, Dana booked 

us on a Silversea cruise 

through the Adriatic and 

arranged for local guides 

in every port. She usually 

goes over the top, but this 

trip was one for the books. 

In Dubrovnik, our guide 

had set up a treasure hunt 

through town. Clues led us 

down a little lane, where a 

band started playing “Happy 

Birthday” to Kiara. A bakery 

opened just for us, and she 

got to decorate an incredible 

chocolate cake. Then an art-

ist sketched a drawing of her 

that we kept as a gift. That’s 

service plus, plus. 

Dana knows I love feeling 

connected to the outdoors, 

and she’ll call numerous hotels 

to fi nd one that has a window 

that opens or a balcony – that 

can be really challenging in 

some cities, but she fi nds one 

everywhere. This year, she 

actually found the one and 

only room at my London hotel 

that had a patio!

I run when I travel. Always 

ask the valet or concierge 

where it’s safe to go, and 

bring a map – you will get 

Kathleen McNamara in New 

Zealand, and (above) with her 

daughter, Kiara, in Croatia.



lost. I try to do it every 

day, preferably at dawn. 

You see so much more 

than you do from the 

inside of a car, and you get 

to see a sunrise. 

I was looking to celebrate 

my older daughter’s grad-

uation from law school, 

and Dana sent us to Clay-

oquot Wilderness Resort 

on Vancouver Island. I 

heard ‘tented camp’ and 

thought, ‘Hmm,’ but we’re 

talking luxury bedding, 

Michelin-level food, and 

the clearest skies you’ve 

ever seen.  

If you’ve never been to 

Zion National Park, go. I’ve 

hiked every trail in that 

park, and The Narrows is 

the best. Pick a beautiful 

sunny day – you’re in water 

the whole time with steep, 

towering red walls above. 

It’s heaven on earth.  

With my husband, it’s 

slower paced. My ideal is 

scaling a mountain. His  

ideal day is golf and wine-

tasting. He’s not going to 

be looking for that kayak. 

Beaches? No thanks. I 

sunburn too easily.

“Morocco and Madrid, followed by a trip with my daughter 

to India – that will be another trip of a lifetime. Why limit 

yourself to just one?”  VT

WHERE NEXT?

On safari in South Africa’s 

Madikwe Game Reserve. 

Rate quoted is per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rate valid for departure 10/17/16. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are subject to 
availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rate shown includes government-imposed fees and taxes. Rate is current as of 4/13/16; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher. For current prices, please 
see http://www.pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of 
booking. Rate does not include a $10 per person Entry Tax to be collected in cash at the airport upon arrival in Nicaragua. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the 
various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2016 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

To enjoy these exclusive amenities, connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor.
Rate quoted is per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rate valid for departure 10/17/16. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are subject to 
availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rate shown includes government-imposed fees and taxes. Rate is current as of 4/13/16; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher. For current prices, please 

To enjoy these exclusive amenities, connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Mukul Beach, 
Golf & Spa Resort

$1,575 per person

5 Nights • Oct 17, 2016 

• Breakfast daily
• Welcome amenity of Flor de Cana Rum

• Use of private gym and FREE Wi-Fi
• On-property golf cart transfers
• Ground transfers to and from 
Managua International Airport

WHERE NEXT?

On safari in South Africa’s 

Madikwe Game Reserve. 

Mukul Beach, 
Golf & Spa Resort
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PISCO POWER 
Peru’s national spirit is soaring. By Chaney Kwak

Pick your pisco sour (front to 

back: eucalyptus, strawberry, 

and the original) at Cuzco’s 

Museo del Pisco (left). 

P
isco is the way we  

Peruvians celebrate,” says 

author and chef Gastón 

Acurio, Peru’s epicurean 

ambassador and the mastermind 

behind a number of renowned 

restaurants around the globe. “We 

now have more than 200 brands 

cultivating their own soil, grapes, 

blends … and we’re also begin-

ning to export all around the 

world. It’s the most beautiful inva-

sion there is.”

Thanks to Peruvians’ bur-

geoning pride in their culinary 

heritage, not to mention artisan 

distilleries elevating pisco’s qual-

ity, this signature liquor is now 

getting fresh attention – both 

in its homeland and beyond. 

Here’s a quick primer on how 

and where to get in the spirit 

while in Peru, from trendy 

Cuzco cocktail bars to pisco’s 

birthplace in Ica. 

CUZCO: OLD MEETS NEW 

Inside Rumi Bar (Plazoleta 

) at the posh 

Palacio del Inka hotel, guests 

settle into red leather chairs 

by an original Inca stone wall,  

sampling pisco while bartender 

Alejandro Huamán Mendoza 

brings history to life.

“Forty years ago, pisco was no 

liquor for important guests,” he 

says. “Vodka, whiskey, tequila – 

we brought out the imported 

stuff, not our own.”

How times have changed. 

Bow-tied Alejandro shakes – 

not stirs – a concoction of one 

part lime juice, one part simple 

syrup, one egg white, and, most 

importantly, three parts pisco.

“Now,” he says while pour-

ing the drink with a flourish, 

“pisco is VIP.”

These deceptively simple 

ingredients of the pisco sour, 

Peru’s national drink, belie its 

complex taste. With a rich white 

foam, not unlike half-made me-

ringue, the cocktail smooths out 

its combination of tart citrus 

and sweet syrup. 

To witness its popularity, head 

to Museo del Pisco (  

ha 398), among the 

city’s liveliest (yet also classiest) 

bars, where Peruvians and visi-

tors rub shoulders. Sure, most 

travelers come to Cuzco en 

route to Machu Picchu, but a 

stop at this smart bar provides 

a peek into the city’s zeitgeist. 

(Along with a smaller location 

in Arequipa, look for a third 

Museo del Pisco to open on Li-

ma’s Plaza Mayor in June.) Or-

der appropriately: Pisco infused 
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Peru Pointers

Lima-based Virtuoso 

travel advisors Mónica 

Macha and Verónica 

Flórez share their in-

sights on pisco sours 

and more. 

What to order: “With-

out a doubt, the pisco 

sour and chilcano are 

Peru’s most popular pisco 

cocktails, but there are 

others equally captivating 

to Peruvians, including 

the algarrobina (pisco 

eggnog) and pisco punch 

(typically sweetened with 

pineapple syrup, wedges, 

and juice).”

When in Lima: “Stop by 

the cocktail lounge at Gran 

Hotel Bolívar (Jirón de la 

Unión 958). History tells 

us this is the place where 

the pisco sour was first 

popularized. Huaringas 

Bar offers a more contem-

porary take on pisco – and 

its finger foods are not to 

be missed. In the bohemi-

an Barranco district, you’ll 

find bars experimenting 

with unique macerados – 

infusions that add different 

tastes, such as herbs from 

the Amazon.”

When in the Ica Region: 

“In Chincha, you’ll find 

the famous winery Viñas 

de Oro (Panamericana 

Sur, kilometer 213), where 

guests can sample a wide 

variety of piscos. Other 

must-visits in this region 

include the Nazca Lines, 

ancient figures etched on 

the desert floor; Ballestas 

Islands, a marine wild-

life sanctuary; and the 

Regional Museum of Ica 

(Ayabaca, block 8), one 

of Peru’s best archaeo-

logical repositories.”

with Andean mint, or m , helps you wind 

down, while coca leaves in your pisco sour will 

give you wings like no canned caffeinated drink 

ever could.

LIMA: TABLE TALK 

Peru’s capital of Lima is the place to sample the 

country’s cuisine in some of its most refined and 

diverse forms. From homey joints serving stews 

to Nikkei eateries that specialize in sushi, Lima’s 

food options are as diverse as its population – a 

fusion of indigenous, European, Asian, and Af-

rican influences. And the common thread that 

strings it all together has to be pisco. 

Consider Maras ( ) in the tony 

San Isidro neighborhood, whose menu features 

pisco-imbued foie gras along with artful dishes 

such as tuna carpaccio with cushuro seaweed, pre-

pared by El Bulli-pedigreed chef Rafael Piquer-

as. Even in such an inventive restaurant, however, 

some things are sacred: The pisco sour is decid-

edly classic and old-fashioned. 

As a coastal town, Lima knows and loves its 

ceviche, one of Peru’s most prominent exports 

since potatoes. For some of the finest, head to 

La Mar (La Mar 770), Gastón Acurio’s original 

cebichería, to try the classic lime-soaked fish or 

more daring fare such as briny sea urchin, along 

with pisco paired with mango and passion fruit 

to complement the seafood-centric dishes. At 

Huaringas Bar (Ov ) in the 

leafy Miraflores district, try the popular c , 

a summery, pisco-based cocktail made with bit-

ters, ginger ale, and lime.

THE ICA REGION: BACK TO BASICS 

The history of pisco reaches back to the six-

teenth century and the arrival of Spanish 

conquistadors. With them came grapes that 

flourished in the arid, sun-soaked land along 

southwestern Peru’s Ica Valley, which remains 

the center of pisco production. Stored in the 

earthen jars in which pre-Hispanic natives fer-

mented corn to create chicha liquor, the grape 

Huaringas Bar and 

(top left) serving it 

up at La Mar.
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STAY

Virtuoso’s 12 Peruvian properties, from 

Puno to Machu Picchu, include these 

stylish options in Cuzco and Lima: 

• Just steps from Cuzco’s main square 

lies the 203-room Palacio del Inka. 

The restored mansion serves signature 

pisco cocktails (try the coca sour) and 

features local crafts such as handmade 

curtains from Chinchero, a nearby town 

known for its needlework. Doubles from 

$240; Virtuoso travelers receive break-

fast daily and a $100 spa credit.

• Lima’s 89-suite Belmond Miraflores 

Park combines coastal Pacific panoramas 

with a convenient location in the smart 

Miraflores neighborhood. Pisco-based 

cocktails at the hotel’s Belo Bar include 

the house chilcano (made with quebran-

ta-grape pisco) and the “Cholopolitan” 

(Italia-grape pisco with Cointreau, pas-

sion fruit, and cranberry juice). Doubles 

from $290; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

SEE

On Artisans of Leisure’s nine-day 

customizable culinary tour of Peru, 

you’ll learn to make ceviche and pisco 

sours during a private cooking class 

in Lima that also features a lecture on 

the history of Peruvian cuisine. Also on 

the menu: market visits and a private 

chocolate-making workshop in Cuzco. 

Departures: Any day through December 

31, 2016; from $11,055.     

SAIL

Ponant’s nine-day Andes voyage 

between Callao, Peru, and Valparaíso, 

Chile, includes a call in Pisco along with 

a three-hour excursion to the Ballestas 

Islands. Try Chile’s take on pisco at a 

stop in Coquimbo, in the vineyards of 

Elqui Valley. Two days at sea provide 

ample time to enjoy the contemporary 

decor and haute cuisine aboard the 

264-passenger Le Boréal. Departure: 

October 25, 2016; from $3,350.  VT

Pisco Pilgrimage

Where to get your sour on.

spirit became Peru’s first Euro-

American-hybrid firewater.

Today, you can travel around 

pisco’s relatively untouristed 

birthplace to sample the spirit in 

its many incarnations. At Para-

cas’ Bodega 1615 (P  

Sur, kilometer 244), an artisan 

producer housed in an updated, 

sixteenth-century Jesuit hacien-

da, purists can savor its unmodi-

fied forms: Try aromatic puros 

made with single grape varietals 

such as albilla and moscatel, 

along with nonaromatic puros 

like negra criolla. Just outside 

the city of Ica, Hacienda La 

Caravedo (P , 

kilometer 291), the oldest work-

ing distillery in the Americas, is 

where one of the best-known 

pisco makers, Portón, produces 

handcrafted batches in their 

most pristine forms, without 

adding even water.

With a new international air-

port opening this year in the 

city of Pisco, gateway to the 

Ica region, the spirit’s original 

home is poised to receive trav-

elers, making it all the more  

enticing to explore – pisco sour 

in hand, of course. 

CHILEAN 
PISCO

Though pisco originates in 

Peru, Chile is currently the 

largest producer; its different 

regulations allow for additional 

experimentation, such as aging 

the liquor in oak barrels to 

add a woodsy aroma.

Vine times at Ica’s Hacienda 

La Caravedo and (below) 

Paracas’ Bodega 1615.

Vine times at Ica’s Hacienda 

La Caravedo and (below) 

Paracas’ Bodega 1615.



Fairmont Orchid, located on the sunny Kohala Coast, invites you to explore the traditions and adventures that 

Hawaii’s Big Island has to offer. Embark on a sunrise canoe voyage or snorkel with sea turtles and manta rays. 

Golfers take to the links on a championship course. Tour the volcanoes or simply relax in our Spa without Walls 

and savor award-winning dining. Discover all of the reasons our guests come back again and again. 

F E A T U R E D  O F F E R

HAWAII ISLAND | KOHALA COAST

FAIRMONT ORCHID, HAWAII

• Exclusive Virtuoso Amenity:  Daily breakfast for two!
• A reduced room rate
• Kukui nut keepsake lei greeting on arrival
• Shuttle to Francis I`i Brown Golf Courses
• Access to the fitness center
• Complimentary meals for children up to 5 years
• Fairmont Gold Ocean View Room

5 Nights from $1309 Per Person Based on Double Occupancy

Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly noted otherwise. Offers are subject to 
availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements 
on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions may also apply. Individual offers may require purchase of Travel Smart Plan or travel waiver. 
Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Some booking and travel dates may vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which may result in a different rate 
and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on the free night offers, where applicable. For those properties where Classic Vacations has 
access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. 
Classic Vacations CST# 2079429-20.                                                         218-0416

Traditions and Adventure Await

Book through 8/8/16 for travel through 12/17/16

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

CLASSIC  VACATIONS
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Quick Escape

T 
he sun blazed bright and hot as we cut into 

the Atlantic swells with our paddles, the water’s 

glinting surface occasionally broken by a sea turtle 

slurping air. My husband and I had rented a tandem 

kayak and set off with a gentle breeze at our backs to circum-

navigate Somerset Island, one of the main puzzle pieces in the 

craggy limestone-capped caldera rim that is Bermuda. “One 

 As Bermuda gears up for the 2017 America’s 
Cup, the island of pink sand and  

proper shorts revels in outdoor pursuits. 
BY MARGARET LOFTUS

Adventure 
in the Wind

An island pastime at 

Admiralty House Park.

Quick Escape

T 
he sun blazed bright and hot as we cut into 

the Atlantic swells with our paddles, the water’s 

glinting surface occasionally broken by a sea turtle 

slurping air. My husband and I had rented a tandem 

kayak and set off with a gentle breeze at our backs to circum-

navigate Somerset Island, one of the main puzzle pieces in the 

craggy limestone-capped caldera rim that is Bermuda. “One 

 As Bermuda gears up for the 2017 America’s 
Cup, the island of pink sand and  

proper shorts revels in outdoor pursuits. 
BY MARGARET LOFTUS

Adventure 
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hour around” was scribbled on 

the hand-drawn map tethered to 

the cockpit. Easy enough. I could 

already taste a rum swizzle. But 

a headwind kicked up and the 

sea grew choppy. An hour passed, 

then two, and with them, any 

hope of imminent refreshment.

We’d come to Bermuda look-

ing for adventure. For decades, 

this British territory coasted 

on its rep – pink sand, intimate 

coves, illustrious golf courses – 

to attract visitors, many of them 

regulars for generations. But these 

days, a younger crowd is discov-

ering its outdoorsy side, says 

Virtuoso travel advisor and na-

tive Bermudan Beverly Samuels. 

“There’s cliff diving, cliff climb-

ing, mountain biking, and endless  

water sports, like shipwreck div-

ing and snorkeling – all just a two-

hour plane hop from the East 

Coast.” In the ultimate blending 

of clubby fun and adrenaline, the 

island landed the 2017 America’s 

Cup, a coup that’s also an excuse 

to spruce up, breathing new life 

into resorts. The famous Hamil-

ton Princess & Beach Club, for 

instance, will emerge from a $100 

million makeover in June. 

Finding out the best place to, 

say, jump off a cliff is as easy as 

asking your taxi driver. Growing 

up on a volcanic rock some 650 

miles from the nearest landmass 

(North Carolina’s Cape Hat-

teras) means that Bermudans 

are weaned on the ocean. While 

we were still learning how to 

tread water at the local pool, 

they were launching into the 

sea from cliffs. As we drive past 

a tiny cove teeming with tots, 

our driver explains that teachers 

often take children to the beach 

for gym class. As kids, he says, 

“We spent every day in the wa-

ter, diving for mussels and play-

ing tag as we swam out to buoys 

about a mile off the coast.” He 

assures us that the hot spot for 

“jumping off rocks” is Admiral-

ty House Park at Spanish Point, 

just a few miles outside Hamil-

ton on the north shore.

We mull the prospect of taking 

the leap over a couple of Dark 

’n Stormies at the airy 1609 Bar 

& Restaurant, one of three new 

dining options at the Hamilton 

Princess. Encased in wall-to-wall 

louvered windows that open 

onto Hamilton Harbour, it’ll be 

a prime perch come the Cup 

and the races leading up to it. 

For now, there’s plenty to look at. 

Outside, white-limestone-roofed 

cottages line the waterfront and 

sailboats bob in the harbor. In-

side, the nattily dressed after-work 

crowd – women in Louboutins 

and men sporting Nantucket-

red Bermuda shorts with dark 

knee socks – filters in with mo-

ped helmets tucked under their  

arms (scooters are the main mode 

of transport on the island since cars 

are limited to one per household).

 It’s easy to see why the bar 

attracts a local crowd. Hamil-

ton, the island’s largest (but very 

walkable) town, is light on stylish 

watering holes. And you won’t 

find an overabundance of trendy 

farm-to-table restaurants here ei-

ther. But just as in Mother Eng-

land, there are pubs aplenty. In 

fact, after a few pints of Bodding-

tons and a plate of fish-and-chips 

at the cozy Hog Penny, you’d 

swear you were across the pond 

rather than in the middle of it.

The next morning, I meet 

Jono Dill at an abandoned resort 

west of Hamilton that houses 

his fleet of bikes. With shaggy 

blond hair and a “no worries” 

mantra, he’s straight out of cy-

cling-dude central casting – my 

orientation consists of him ask-

ing me if I know how to ride 

a bike and tossing me a helmet. 

“Let’s do this,” he says. We pedal 

through fields dotted with Ber-

muda cedar trees toward the  

railway trail, a repurposed nar-

row-gauge railroad bed that 

stretches the length of the island.  

Aside from a few people out 

walking, we have the trail to our-

selves, on a Saturday morning, 

no less. The temperature drops 

as we coast between limestone 

walls and under a canopy of ban-

yan and loquat trees. Overgrown 

oleanders burst with fuchsia and 

white blooms. Not quite an hour 

in, a path splits off to Fort Scaur, 

the island’s highest point, with a 

panoramic view of Great Sound, 

Clockwise from left: Rock Island 

Coffee, a Marcus Samuelsson dish 

at the Hamilton Princess, Saint 

Peter’s Church, and Crystal Cave.

Clockwise from left: Rock Island 

Coffee, a Marcus Samuelsson dish 

at the Hamilton Princess, Saint 

Peter’s Church, and Crystal Cave.
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WHEN TO GO

Thanks to the Gulf Stream, 

Bermuda is a year-round 

destination, but the high sea-

son runs from April through 

October, when temperatures 

range from the upper 60s to 

the mid-80s. Daytime winter 

temps hover in the 60s – fine 

for golf, but not so much for 

beach and pool time. 

STAY

With a broad swath of pink 

sand and calm waters at 

its doorstep, Elbow Beach, 

Bermuda is home to one of 

the island’s top snorkeling 

spots. The gem of the resort’s 

98 guest rooms is a private 

bungalow with unmatched 

ocean views. Doubles from 

$775; Virtuoso travelers re-

ceive breakfast daily and a 

$150 spa credit.

Perched on a cliff overlook-

ing Castle Harbour, 88-room 

Rosewood Tucker’s Point 

is a destination unto itself, 

with an 18-hole golf course, 

four hard-clay tennis courts, 

and spa treatments that 

use botanicals from the 

resort’s garden. The scuba 

and water-sports center 

offers ship and reef diving, 

sailing lessons, and kayak 

rentals. Doubles from $475; 

Virtuoso travelers receive  

breakfast daily and a $100 

resort credit. 

Cambridge Beaches Resort 

& Spa spreads across a pri-

vate 30-acre peninsula with 

four beaches, boat rentals, 

tennis courts, and a Europe-

an-style wellness center. The 

property’s 87 accommoda-

tions range from garden-view 

rooms to oceanfront cottages 

with heated plunge pools. 

Doubles from $299; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 resort credit. 

The 593-room Fairmont 

Southampton hotel makes 

the most of its perch on 

the island’s highest point 

for unrivaled South Shore 

views. Its dive center provides 

PADI training, dive trips, and 

snorkeling, as well as stand-

up paddleboards and kayaks. 

Doubles from $499; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 resort credit.

In preparation for its role as 

official hotel of the America’s 

Cup, the 400-room Hamilton 

Princess & Beach Club has 

completed an extensive reno-

vation and added three res-

taurants (including one from 

chef Marcus Samuelsson) 

and a private beach club on 

the South Shore. Exhale, the 

luxury spa and barre studio, 

will open in June. Doubles 

from $579; Virtuoso travelers 

receive  breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit.  VT

A great island escape starts here.

SAIL OFF TO BERMUDA

Classic Bermuda:  

Elbow Beach and  

(right) island attire.

the America’s Cup racecourse. 

Bermuda owes these sweeping 

land-meets-sea scapes to its origin 

as a volcanic sea mountain, which 

last erupted 30 million years ago. 

And it’s just as spectacular beneath 

the surface: Riddling its subter-

ranean limestone are nearly 200 

caves, of which only a few are ac-

cessible to the public. 

The following morning, forti-

fied by a traditional Bermudan 

Sunday breakfast of codfish and 

potatoes smothered in tomato 

sauce, my husband and I explore 

the most popular cave, Crystal. 

Our guide leads us along a nar-

row boardwalk above what looks 

like a shallow pool, which I’m 

surprised to learn is actually the 

ocean and 35 feet deep, give or 

take a six-foot tide. Column-like 

stalagmites look as if they were 

carved from foam and slicked 

with varnish, and the putty-col-

ored walls drip with water, the 

only sound aside from our guide’s 

spiel. In 1907, two boys hap-

pened upon a narrow entrance 

to the cave while chasing a ball. 

The property owner developed 

it into an attraction for tourists –  

Mark Twain, among them – who 

paddled wooden boats through 

the cave, using kerosene lanterns 

to guide them. 

Boating in the caves is no lon-

ger permitted (nor is diving or 

swimming), but we’d had our 

fill of paddling on our marathon 

kayak outing. I’d nearly yelped 

for joy when we finally spot-

ted our landmark, the Somerset 

Bridge – famous for its distinc-

tion as the world’s smallest draw-

bridge – after two and a half 

hours paddling into the head-

wind. As we docked and un-

folded ourselves on dry land, my 

husband casually questioned the 

two locals who’d rented us the 

kayak. One hour around? Re-

ally? “That’s for a motorboat!” 

one of them said incredulously. 

He bowed to us, repeatedly. 

Next time the wind blows in 

Bermuda, I’ll opt for a sailboat.

TIP

“There are no rental cars in 

Bermuda, so have fun exploring 

by moped. Take it slow, though: 

It’s easy to spin out on the narrow, 

winding roads – and remember, we 

drive on the left!”

–  Beverly Samuels, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Hamilton, 

Bermuda

Classic Bermuda:  

Elbow Beach and  

(right) island attire.



Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person, may vary by sailing date, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled and are subject to change 

without prior notice, cruise only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range 

from $486.62 - $809.10. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and 

conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to your hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may 

be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

THE MOST FAR  
AWAY PLACE  
YOU’LL FEEL 

AT HOME

53-Day Tales of the South Pacific  
Seattle to San Diego    

ms Amsterdam  OCEAN-VIEW FROM

09-25-16 $7,199
Virtuoso Voyages Exclusive – Dedicated Onboard Host, 

Welcome Aboard Reception, and a Shore Event. PLUS,  

a $75 onboard credit per stateroom. 

37-Day Inca Discovery &  

South America  
San Diego to Buenos Aires

ms Zaandam  OCEAN-VIEW FROM

10-02-16 $4,099
Virtuoso Voyages Exclusive – Dedicated Onboard Host, 

Welcome Aboard Reception, and a Shore Event. PLUS, 

Pinnacle Grill lunch for two and up to $100 onboard 

credit per stateroom.

45-Day Atlantic Adventurer  
New York to Ft. Lauderdale

ms Rotterdam  OCEAN-VIEW FROM

10-25-16 $5,999
Virtuoso Voyages Exclusive – Dedicated Onboard Host, 

Welcome Aboard Reception, and a Shore Event. PLUS, 

up to $100 onboard credit per stateroom. 
 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor  

to book your cruise today! 
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G
ood things, as 

they say, come in 

small packages; 

consider expedi-

tion cruising. Smaller ships 

with shallow drafts can slip 

into off-the-beaten-path 

ports at little-visited locales, 

providing an intimate por-

trait of remote landscapes, 

wildlife, and cultures. Travel-

ers can test their comfort 

zones on life-list adventures 

without sacrificing modern 

comforts such as spa treat-

ments and gourmet cuisine. 

Low passenger counts 

beget onboard camaraderie, 

and flexible itineraries allow 

lingering, say, over polar-

bear sightings. Add it up, 

and expedition cruising is 

“really the only way to see 

certain parts of the world,” 

says Patricia McKenzie, 

a Virtuoso travel advisor 

based in Richmond, Virginia. 

George Balogh, an advi-

sor from East Greenbush, 

New York, agrees. “Expe-

dition voyages let guests 

unplug and turn back the 

clock while listening to 

the silence of Antarctica’s 

polar desert, or viewing the 

natural habitats of the Ga-

lápagos Islands,” he notes. 

“Those are rare opportuni-

ties that very few travelers 

ever experience.” 

Here are 26 of the best 

reasons to get on board, 

from Alaska to Zodiac. Your 

advisor can help select and 

plan the voyage that’s right 

for you.  

By Susan Hanson

Our guide to small-ship sailing 

and big-time adventure. 

expedition 

cruising
from

A Zto
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Alaska

The Great Land is a gold 

mine for expedition 

travelers. Smaller vessels 

can navigate its narrow 

channels and hidden 

harbors that megaships 

can’t reach, while Zodi-

acs (see Z) and kayaks 

allow for up-close 

encounters with wildlife 

and calving glaciers. 
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and calving glaciers. and calving glaciers. 

The Great Land is a gold 

mine for expedition mine for expedition 

travelers. Smaller vessels travelers. Smaller vessels 

can navigate its narrow can navigate its narrow 

channels and hidden channels and hidden 

harbors that megaships harbors that megaships 

can’t reach, while Zodi-can’t reach, while Zodi-

acs (see Z) and kayaks acs (see Z) and kayaks 

allow for up-close allow for up-close 

encounters with wildlife encounters with wildlife 

and calving glaciers. and calving glaciers. 
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Binoculars

Waterproof, wide-angle binocs keep 

birds and breaching whales in view. 

One of our favorites: Steiner’s Ma-

rine 7x50 with its signature Sports-

Auto Focus system that takes the 

fuss out of focusing while on rough 

waters. $330, steiner-optics.com.

Many expedition cruise 

providers look to lessen 

their footprint on the natu-

ral environments they visit. 

A number also team up 

with sustainably minded 

nonprofits. For example:

CRUISE LINE PARTNERS WITH HOW IT HELPS

Un-Cruise 

Adventures
Seafood Watch

Serves only seafood caught or farmed 

through ocean-friendly methods.

Zegrahm 

Expeditions, 

International 

Expeditions, and 

Quark Expeditions

The Nature 

Conservancy

Contributes to efforts that protect and 

restore our natural world, such as working 

with indigenous tribes to preserve vulnerable 

areas in Australia’s Kimberley (see K).

Paul Gauguin 

Cruises

Jean-Michel 

Cousteau’s Ocean 

Futures Society

Hosts the Society’s Ambassadors of the 

Environment youth program on board.

World Wildlife Fund

Collaborates with local communities to pro-

tect their natural resources and wildlife, and 

donates to WWF efforts around the globe.

Darwin, 

Charles

Easter Island, Chile

Though the British naturalist is most 

renowned for his observations of the 

Galápagos Islands (see G), discoveries 

he made while cruising Patagonia and 

Tierra del Fuego aboard the Beagle in 

1832 also played a pivotal role in form-

ing his theory of evolution.

FOLLOW IN HIS FOOTSTEPS: Darwin gets his 

due on eight-day cruises with Austra-

lis, which visit the scientist’s stomping 

grounds around Patagonia. Depar-

tures: Multiple dates September 24, 

2016, to April 1, 2017; from $2,366.

A study of this isolated isle 

conjures more questions 

than it answers. How did a 

once-thriving culture develop 

here – and then perish? Why 

did its people carve giant 

stone moai out of volcanic 

rock? What was the strange 

Birdman cult all about? 

GET ON ISLAND TIME: Behold moai

and tour a Birdman ritual 

site during Ponant’s 14-day 

Pacific voyage aboard the 

264-passenger Le Soléal. 

Departure: October 6, 2016; 

from $5,630.

Conservation

Natural Habitat 

Adventures
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Fiftieth 
Anniversary

This year marks the golden milestone of the first nonscientific 

expedition to Antarctica – led by Lars-Eric Lindblad (pictured 

above in red). The trip launched his namesake adventure com-

pany, as well as the very concept of conservation travel (see C). 

JOIN THE CELEBRATION: Mark a half century of Lindblad Expedi-

tions on a 14-day exploration of the White Continent while 

sailing the 148-passenger National Geographic Explorer or 

102-passenger Orion. Departures: Multiple dates November 

27, 2016, to February 5, 2017; from $13,360.

The largest tortoises in the world have 

become an icon of this wildlife mecca, 

which gets its name from the old Span-

ish word galá-

pago, meaning 

“tortoise.” The 

shelled reptiles 

can weigh up to 

900 pounds and 

live for more 

than 100 years 

in the wild. 

Galápagos and Its  

Giant Tortoises

“The Galápagos is simply nature at its  

finest. Think Alaska, but with the oppor-

tunity to get closer to the animals you’re 

visiting (swimming with playful sea lions 

is a must). Combining a Galápagos cruise 

with a land tour of Machu Picchu (many 

expedition cruise lines offer this extension) 

allows you to check off two bucket-list 

adventures on a single trip.” 

– Steven Gulko, Virtuoso travel advisor, Miami

Encompassing 1,400 square miles 

in the waters off Maui, Kauai, Oahu, 

and the Big Island, this federally 

protected sanctuary is one of the 

most important marine breeding 

grounds on earth. During annual 

monitoring in March, volunteers 

reported a humpback sighting, on 

average, every 15 minutes. 

KEEP WATCH: Un-Cruise Adventures’ 

36-passenger Safari Explorer 

hops around four Hawaiian is-

lands over eight days. Departures: 

Multiple dates November 5, 2016, 

to April 1, 2017; from $3,795.

Hawaiian Islands 

Humpback Whale National 

Marine Sanctuary
Reinforced hulls, such as that found on Quark 

Expeditions’ 110-passenger Kapitan Khlebnikov, 

allow vessels to navigate through sea ice in 

the Arctic and Antarctic, earning them the 

moniker “icebreaker.”

“Consider taking 

fishing waders to 

Antarctica – they’re a 

lifesaver! You can get 

soaked on Zodiacs, 

and these rubber 

pants will keep you 

nice and dry. They’ll 

also help you stay 

warm on hikes atop 

the icebergs.”  

– Heidi Schwartz, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

New York City

TIP

TIP

Ice-Strengthened Hulls

JUNGLES

Exploring the world’s great jungles 

reveals their deepest secrets, including 

medicinal plants, isolated tribes, and 

nearly half of all the animal species 

on earth. Popular jungles for expedi-

tion cruises include the Amazon, the 

Mekong (see M), and, increasingly, 

Panama’s Darién Gap.

expedition to Antarctica – led by Lars-Eric Lindblad (pictured 

Expeditions’ 110-passenger Kapitan Khlebnikov, 

Panama’s Darién Gap.Panama’s Darién Gap.
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Kimberley, Australia

Covering more than 160,000 square miles in Western Australia’s northern 

region, the untamed Kimberley enchants with otherworldly red ranges 

and beehive-shaped sandstone towers, thundering falls and serene billa-

bongs, not to mention Aboriginal rock art upwards of 25,000 years old. 

Cruise lines such as Ponant, Zegrahm, and Silversea visit the region.

With fewer passengers, smaller vessels tend 

to foster community among guests and crew. 

Consider: 

SHIP # PASSENGERS

Silver Discoverer 

(Silversea Expeditions)
120

Wilderness Explorer  

(Un-Cruise Adventures)
74

National Geographic 

Sea Bird (Lindblad 

Expeditions/National 

Geographic Expeditions)

62

Aria Amazon  

(Aqua Expeditions)
32

Scientists attribute this 

multihued celestial ballet, 

also known as the aurora 

borealis, to electrically 

charged particles from 

the sun that interact with 

the earth’s magnetic field. 

Sightings are frequent dur-

ing Arctic Circle sailings. 

SEE THE LIGHT: Look for the 

aurora on an eight-day 

Greenland voyage with 

Quark Expeditions, which 

sends the 78-passenger 

Ocean Nova to navigate 

the world’s largest fjord 

system. (Pre- and post-

stays in Reykjavik are a 

plus.) Departures: Sep-

tember 6, 13, and 17, 2016; 

from $5,995.

With their top-of-ship position and wraparound panoramic 

windows, these decks and lounges provide an excellent vantage 

point from which to watch wildlife and constantly shifting scen-

ery. Aqua Expeditions’ outdoor lounge aboard the 40-passenger 

Aqua Mekong, for example, provides intimate perspectives of the 

Mekong (see M), while the deck atop the 28-passenger Zambezi 

Queen – featured on AmaWaterways’ African voyages – allows 

guests to watch big game along Botswana’s Chobe River. 

With biodiversity second only to the Amazon’s – including 1,300 known species 

of fish – the Mekong River winds some 3,050 miles across Southeast Asia. Along 

the banks of this “River of the Nine Dragons,” travelers find ruins from the ancient 

kingdoms of Siam and Khmer, remote Buddhist stupas and temples, remnants 

of colonial empires, and a way of life largely untouched by time. Aqua Expedi-

tions, Abercrombie & Kent, AmaWaterways, and others follow the river’s path 

past jungles, plains, and rice paddies in Cambodia and Vietnam; onboard skiffs, 

kayaks, and bicycles further immerse guests in the destination. 

Low Passenger Counts

Observation Decks and Lounges

Northern Lights

Mekong River

and beehive-shaped sandstone towers, thundering falls and serene billa-

Wilderness Explorer  

(Un-Cruise Adventures)
74

Aria Amazon  

(Aqua Expeditions)
32

Greenland voyage with 

Mekong (see M), while the deck atop the 28-passenger Zambezi 

Queen – featured on AmaWaterways’ African voyages – allows 

kingdoms of Siam and Khmer, remote Buddhist stupas and temples, remnants 
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Packing the right gear, such as these 

water-resistant pants from prAna 

(prana.com), is essential on expedition.

Quick-Drying Clothing

“Pack in layers and as lightly as pos-

sible, since domestic flights to, say, the 

Galápagos or Ushuaia from Buenos Aires 

have strict luggage restrictions – typi-

cally 44 pounds for one checked bag 

and 12 pounds for one carry-on.” 

– Jesse Taylor, Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

TIP

Silversea Expeditions is currently 

completing an extensive refur-

bishment to Silver Cloud that will 

make it the most luxurious ice-

class expedition vessel (see I) – 

think extensive dining options and 

suites with verandas to behold 

breaching whales. Look for the 

rechristened 260-passenger Silver 

Cloud Expedition in Antarctic wa-

ters beginning November 2017. 

The ROV aboard Crystal Cruises’ expedition megayacht Crystal En-

deavor (debuting in 2018), for instance, allows guests to see sunken 

galleons and other undersea attractions at depths up to 12,500 feet.

The endangered boto – the world’s 

largest freshwater dolphin – rang-

es in hue from pinkish gray to hot 

pink to nearly white at maturity. 

BE TICKLED PINK: After overnighting 

in Lima, see these playful crea-

tures and explore Peru’s protected 

Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve 

on International Expeditions’ 

eight-day Amazon River cruise 

aboard the 31-passenger Estrella 

Amazonica. Departures: Multiple 

dates June 24 to December 30, 

2016; from $4,798.

Pink Amazon 

River Dolphins

Remotely Operated Vehicles

Nature’s hot tubs are as integral 

to Icelandic life as pubs are to the 

Irish, and a daily dip is common. The 

milky-white silt that sits atop the 

country’s famous Blue Lagoon is a 

natural exfoliant and wrinkle reducer.

IMMERSE YOURSELF: Get some geother-

mal therapy on Tauck’s eight-day 

adventure around Iceland’s west 

coast aboard the 264-passenger

Le Soléal. Departures: Multiple 

dates June 28 to July 26, 2017; 

from $6,990.

Thermally Heated Pools

Silver Cloud Expedition

FOR HER:

Sage Convertible 
Pant ($89)

FOR HIM:

Stretch Zion Pant 
($85)

galleons and other undersea attractions at depths up to 12,500 feet.

aboard the 31-passenger Estrella 

Amazonica. Departures: Multiple 

country’s famous Blue Lagoon is a 
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A staple for ship excursions, these extremely sturdy, inflatable water-

craft allow expedition travelers to navigate choppy seas, feel the spray 

of icebergs, and land on isolated beaches or rocky shorelines.  VT

Zodiacs

Xpedition

Walruses

Underwater Cameras

One spot where an underwater camera 

will come in handy: the Oceanian island 

of Vanuatu, where, just offshore, lie the 

remains of the President Coolidge ocean 

liner – ranked as one of the top wreck 

dives in the world. 

DIVE IN: Zegrahm Expeditions visits 

Vanuatu while exploring Melanesia’s vast 

diversity on a 17-day cruise aboard the 

100-passenger Caledonian Sky. Depar-

ture: November 17, 2016; from $13,980.

Snorkeling and diving excursions provide opportunities 

to capture stunning images below the water’s surface. 

To this end, check out the Olympus TG-4 Tough, which 

lives up to its name with a depth rating of 50 feet. Take 

it even deeper with special underwater housing. $380 

(camera) and $300 (housing), getolympus.com.

Found around the 

Arctic Circle, these 

mustached mammals 

grow tusks – which 

can reach three feet 

in length – that they 

use to break breathing 

holes in the ice, de-

termine social status, 

and pull their blubber-

covered bodies ashore 

from the frigid waters. 

(Their Latin name, 

Odobenus rosmarus, 

means “tooth-walking 

sea horse.”)

Expedition cruising 

isn’t only about adven-

ture: Celebrity Cruises’ 

100-passenger Celebrity 

Xpedition megayacht 

offers spacious suite 

options, upscale dining, 

and spa treatments while 

sailing year-round in the 

Galápagos (see G). 

Yakushima Island, Japan

This remote, UNESCO-designated island 

is forested in giant sugi (Japanese 

cedars), which reach heights of up to 

80 feet and have an average life span of 

500 years – the island’s oldest specimen 

is estimated to have lived for five mil-

lennia. Newly announced voyages from 

Zegrahm Expeditions and Abercrombie 

& Kent will visit the island in 2017. 

“Expedition cruise 

lines such as Silversea, 

Ponant, and Celebrity 

offer travelers a way 

to see remote regions 

without sacrificing 

luxury, including suites, 

great food, and attentive 

service, even personal 

butlers. What’s more, 

these voyages are about 

comfort – definitely no 

formal wear required.” 

– Steven Gulko

TIP

Vanuatu
Underwater Cameras

remains of the President Coolidge ocean 

offers spacious suite 

options, upscale dining, options, upscale dining, options, upscale dining, 

is forested in giant sugi (Japanese 

cedars), which reach heights of up to cedars), which reach heights of up to 
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Alicia M, California
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HOT-AIR BALLOON RIDES 

LET YOU RISE ABOVE IT ALL.  

F
rom the first balloon ride in 1783 over Versailles 

(passengers: a sheep, a duck, and a rooster) 

to businessman-explorer Steve Fossett’s solo 

circumnavigation of the world in 2002, hot-

air ballooning has inspired countless adventurers 

to reach for the skies. And rightly so: Whether it’s 

hearing the initial whoosh of the balloon’s burner, 

seeing the sunrise from midair, or raising a celebratory 

Champagne toast back on terra firma, humankind’s 

original means of air travel has the power to transport 

like no other form of flight. Here are five of our 

favorite destinations in which to get uplifted. 

Flights of fancy over 

Cappadocia, Turkey.D
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NEW MEX ICO 

LAND (AND SKIES) 

OF ENCHANTMENT

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

Each October, nearly 600 

brightly colored orbs decorate 

Albuquerque’s skies during the 

city’s International Balloon  

Fiesta, the world’s largest. (The 

festival is also said to be the 

world’s most photographed 

event.) For a more solitary  

ascent, flights over the Santa  

Ana Pueblo afford secluded 

scenes of the Sandia Mountains 

and Rio Grande Valley.

GOOD TO KNOW

“Dressing in layers will help 

keep you warm during the cool 

New Mexico mornings,” notes 

Albuquerque-based Virtuoso 

travel advisor George Keller. 

For the fiesta, he adds, “Be at 

the park at least an hour before 

daybreak to visit some of the 

many excellent food vendors. 

The vendor with the longest 

line serves the best breakfast.”

TAKE FLIGHT

See the fiesta’s opening cer-

emonies, mass ascension, and 

“balloon glow” (a nighttime 

spectacle where all the balloons 

light up at once) on Globus’ 

five-day Albuquerque tour. 

Departure: September 30, 2016; 

from $1,319. Then head north for 

a stay at 350-room Hyatt Re-

gency Tamaya Resort and Spa 

and a ride above the Santa Ana 

Pueblo’s tribal lands. Doubles 

from $159; flights from $195  

per person. 

1
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SERENGET I  NAT IONAL PARK ,  TANZANIA 

SKY-HIGH SAFARI

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

“You’ll fly over an array of animal spe-

cies and be amazed at how they appear 

so different when viewed from the 

sky,” says Phoenix-based advisor Chad 

Clark. Look for lions, leopards, and 

elephants, plus massive herds of zebras, 

Thomson’s gazelles, and wildebeests, 

particularly during the Great Migration. 

More highlights: Masai villages, golden 

savannas, and a stunning immensity of 

unimpeded space. 

HAPPY LANDING

“Passengers have the thrill of touching 

down in the savanna for a Champagne 

breakfast, typically set up under an 

acacia tree and surrounded by curious 

animals – kept at a safe distance by local 

Masai,” Clark adds. “Quite an event!”

TAKE FLIGHT 

Wildlife adventures at the 77-room 

Four Seasons Safari Lodge Serengeti 

include sunrise balloon rides capped 

with Champagne bush breakfasts. 

Doubles from $1,540, including all meals, 

beverages, and taxes; flights from $540 

per person. 

2

 CAPPADOCIA ,  TURKEY  

TURKISH 

DELIGHT

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

“This region’s mysterious terrain looks 

like a Salvador Dalí painting come to 

life,” says advisor Shawn Kirschenman of 

Seattle. “Erosion-sculpted stone pillars 

known as ‘fairy chimneys,’ rock-cut 

castles, and ancient dwellings carved into 

the hillsides create a scene that’s out of 

this world.” 

ROCK ON

In the honey-colored Göreme Valley, a 

favored base for ballooners, travelers can 

tour the Göreme Open-Air Museum, home 

to a complex of rock-hewn cave churches 

dating from ad 900 to 1200.

TAKE FLIGHT 

Big Five Tours & Expeditions’ eight-day 

customizable Turkey tour takes guests 

to Istanbul and Ephesus, along with Cap-

padocia, to behold the region from both 

earth and sky. Departures: Any day through 

December 31, 2016; from $3,200; flights 

from $300 per person. 

3
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TUSCANY,  ITALY 

CLASSIC 

COUNTRYSIDE

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

“There’s nothing so serene as 

floating over Tuscany’s vineyards, 

olive groves, and centuries-

old hilltop villages in a hot-air 

balloon,” notes advisor Leslie 

Bryant of Palo Alto, California. 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR

Flights over Pisa provide a fresh 

– and crowd-free – perspective of 

the city’s landmark leaning tower. 

TAKE FLIGHT

Available on a host of European 

sailings, Celebrity Cruises’ four- 

hour shore excursion from Livorno 

for Florence and Pisa includes 

ample time to ride the prevailing 

winds above Toscana – and 

celebrate your landing with a 

prosecco toast. Excursion from 

$2,389 for two guests. 

5  
BAGAN,  MYANMAR 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

THE VIEW FROM ABOVE

A sunrise ascent over the ancient city of Bagan, 

embellished with 2,000-plus Buddhist temples and 

pagodas, can only be described as “breathtaking,” 

says Louisville, Kentucky-based Virtuoso travel 

advisor Christine Collins Bolus. “The pagodas’ 

golden spires glimmer in the early-morning mist, 

and the Irrawaddy River shimmers like a silver 

ribbon, weaving its way through the landscape.” 

DON’T FORGET

Bring a camera with a trusted neck strap. “So 

many cell phones and tablets are dropped as 

passengers lean out from their balloon baskets to 

get that perfect shot,” she cautions.

TAKE FLIGHT

A private 11-day journey from Abercrombie & 

Kent has adventurers ballooning over Bagan, 

cruising the Irrawaddy, and contemplating Yan-

gon’s 213-foot-long reclining buddha. Departures: 

October 14 and 28, plus December 9, 2016; from 

$7,395.  VT

4
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SUNSHINE ON SALE, FIFTH NIGHT FREE IN ARUBA
Fun in the sun is on sale at Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort, Spa & Casino, where your fifth night 

is free. Enjoy extra time to savor Sunday brunch at Ruinas del Mar, dance the night away at the 

lively casino, and sink into a sumptuous spa treatment at the ZoiA Spa. Every watersport 

imaginable is available on the white-sand beach, while golfers will want to head to the Robert 

Trent Jones II-designed Tierra del Sol, the island’s only 18-hole championship golf course. 

All 357 rooms and suites boast ocean, pool, or garden vistas; modern designs with fresh, crisp 

colors; large-screen televisions; iHOME stereos; and the highly acclaimed Grand Bed for an 

incredible night’s sleep in paradise. Downstairs, Les Clefs d’Or concierges can arrange outings 

and dining reservations and recommend shopping and sightseeing excursions.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 18, 2016. Virtuoso exclusive 

amenities include a room upgrade at time of booking, if available; breakfast for two daily; a daily spa pass 

to ZoiA, including access to the steam and relaxation room; appetizers for two at Ruinas del Mar; a welcome 

amenity; early check-in and late checkout, if available; and more.

SAVE $300 ON COLUMBIA & SNAKE RIVER CRUISES
Providing once-in-a-lifetime experiences in the Columbia River Gorge region and Washington 

wine country, Un-Cruise Adventures sets sail from Portland, Oregon, this summer on journeys 

of discovery. Enjoy a $50 shipboard credit per person, an extra $300 savings per couple, all meals, 

expert-led tours, a tasting lunch at Terra Blanca Winery & Estate Vineyard, a jet boat ride into 

Hells Canyon, and much more.

Virtuoso fares from $3,395 per person. Book by July 30, 2016.

BHUTAN BONUS, BOOK NOW FOR ADDITIONAL SAVINGS
Take advantage of early-booking savings when your Virtuoso travel advisor arranges your stay at 

Uma by COMO, Bhutan, set in this Himalayan kingdom. The two properties provide a unique 

dual-center experience that opens up the many facets of this enigmatic “Land of the Thunder 

Dragon.” The holistic, Asian-inspired spa and fresh, organic cuisine are superb.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until January 30, 2018; book by October 30, 2016. 

Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; and lunch or a spa treatment, 

depending on length of stay.

FREE GPS WITH ANY CAR RENTAL
Where in the world will your vacation take you? Auto Europe expands horizons with a free GPS 

rental with any car rental, in any destination, for any rental duration. These are the latest Garmin 

Nuvis, a must have for international travel, and include a routing map for your rental country and 

a dash mount. Auto Europe leads the way in worldwide car rental services, covering more than 

20,000 locations in more than 180 countries.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and availability. Available only for U.S. residents.

EXTRA TIME IN EDINBURGH
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor to relish the romance of rail travel aboard Belmond 

Royal Scotsman and receive an extra night gratis at The Balmoral Hotel in Edinburgh. This is the 

city’s premier address, boasting an award-winning spa, Michelin-starred restaurant, and a 

renowned afternoon tea service. Aboard the Belmond Royal Scotsman, you’ll travel into the heart 

of the Highlands, unwind in a luxurious private cabin, and trade stories in the Observation Car.

Virtuoso fares from $4,100 per person. Book by June 30, 2016.

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER     EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PROMOTION
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OMAN
ONLY IN

Nowhere other than Six Senses Zighy Bay can guests arrive at a resort via paraglider.  

I
t’s an adventure just to get to Six Senses Zighy Bay, 

a secluded resort on Oman’s Musandam Peninsula: 

The two-hour transfer from Dubai International 

Airport includes a ride through the rugged Al Hajar 

Mountains. Those looking for an even more exhilarat-

ing journey can ditch the four-wheel drive at the top 

of Zighy Mountain (the chauffeur will take care of your 

luggage) and paraglide 961 feet down to the beach in 

front of the resort. During the 15-minute experience, 

you’ll fl y tandem with Six Senses’ resident instructor 

before landing and checking into one of 82 villas, each 

with its own patio and infi nity-edge pool. Keep the 

adrenaline fl owing on a rock-climbing or scuba-diving 

excursion, or opt for the slightly less extreme sunset 

cruise or hammam spa ritual.

- Amy Cassell 

DO IT Villas from $1,133; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and one complimentary massage for 

two. Paraglide arrival, $183 per person. 

“Most of my clients 

combine a trip to 

Dubai with a stay at 

Six Senses Zighy Bay, 

as the destinations 

are only two hours 

apart. Be sure to 

have dinner at the 

resort’s mountaintop 

restaurant, Sense on 

the Edge – the views 

are stunning and the 

food is amazing.”

 – Emma Morrison, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

New York City
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“Most of my clients 

combine a trip to 

Dubai with a stay at 

Six Senses Zighy Bay, 

as the destinations 

are only two hours 

apart. Be sure to 

have dinner at the 

resort’s mountaintop 

restaurant, Sense on 

the Edge – the views 

are stunning and the 

food is amazing.”

 – Emma Morrison, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

New York City

TIP



* All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of $576.61 to $720.80 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with 
any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice. All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. 

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest 
Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities 
including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Event.

SEWARD

Pacific
Ocean

Gulf of
Alaska Misty Fjords

Behm Narrows

Sumner Strait

Tracy Arm/
Endicott Arm

Ketchikan

Rudyerd Bay
Wrangell

Sitka

Haines Juneau

Icy Strait Point

VANCOUVER

SEWARD

Pacific
Ocean

Gulf of
Alaska

Misty Fjords

Grenville Channel
Princess Royal

Channel
Bella Bella

Johnstone Strait

Behm Narrows

Sumner Strait
Aialik Glacier

Chiswell
Islands

Kenai Fjords

Ketchikan Prince Rupert

Klemtu

Alert Bay

Rudyerd Bay
Wrangell

Sitka

Haines Juneau

Icy Strait
Point

VANCOUVER

Tracy Arm/
Endicott Arm

ULTIMATE GLACIER & FJORD ADVENTURE       from $9,999ULTIMATE ALASKAN SOJOURN       from $7,999
Vancouver to Seward (Anchorage)  •  11 days  •  Departing June 1st, 2017 Vancouver to Seward (Anchorage)   •  14 days  •  Departing July 7th, 2017

Discover Seabourn’s 
                                          Ultimate Alaska.



A Virtuoso travel advisor provides the value, expertise, and connections  
you expect from all of your trusted professionals. Put them to the test.  

They’ll make your next travel experience worth rave reviews.

We make a world of difference in the way you experience travel.

Virtuoso

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If luxury travel
were a Broadway play,

we’d be your 
director.


