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T H E WO R L D O F C RYS TA L®

ILLUMINATES
E V E RY J O U R N E Y

Europe’s only all-suite, butler-serviced river ships,
featuring the largest luxury suites,
Michelin-inspired cuisine,
six-star service and all-inclusive luxuries.

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES .

Clearly Different.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS
©2018 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ Registries: Malta.

SET SAIL WITH THE WORLD’S BEST
Crystal River Cruises offers an entirely new standard of
travel along Europe’s majestic rivers. Discover the enchanting
wonders of a European river cruise aboard The World’s Most
Luxurious River Cruise Line. Every aspect of your Crystal sojourn
is unparalleled, from personal butler service and all-inclusive
amenities to Michelin-inspired farm-to-table cuisine and an
abundance of overnight stays. Together, they create an elevated,
highly personalized journey unlike any river cruise that’s come
before. Aboard one of Crystal’s elegant and intimately spacious
all-suite, all-butler service river ships, explore the great rivers
and grand cities of Europe, creating memories at every turn.
We look forward to welcoming you aboard for an experience
far beyond the ordinary.

BOOK YOUR SELECT CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE
WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND
ENJOY THESE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS:

•
•
•

Services of an onboard host
Welcome aboard reception
Choice of either an exceptional Shore Experience with a
festive dining opportunity, a Custom Credit to create a unique,
personalized shore adventure, exploration with a Private Car
& Driver (where available), or a Shipboard Credit.

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

VIENNA, AUSTRIA

CRUISE THE WORLD ABOARD THESE FEATURED SAILINGS.
BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE FARES.
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CRYSTA L C RUIS ES ®
DATE

DAYS

DESTINATION/CRUISE NAME

ITINERARY

SHIP

FARES FROM*

Oct 25

14

Colonial Charms

New York to Fort Lauderdale

Crystal Symphony™

$4,105

Dec 2

13

Island Rhythms & Big Easy Jazz

Fort Lauderdale to New Orleans

Crystal Symphony™

$3,645

Nov 21

16

Thanksgiving Tropical Treasures

Fort Lauderdale to Los Angeles

Crystal Serenity™

$4,820

Dec 7

14

Pacific Coast Panorama

Round-trip Los Angeles

Crystal Serenity™

$4,035

CRYSTA L RIVER CRUIS ES ™

2018

DATE

DAYS

DESTINATION/CRUISE NAME

ITINERARY

SHIP

FARES FROM*

Oct 21 – Nov 10

10

Treasures of the Danube

Round-trip Vienna

Crystal Mozart™

$4,105

Aug 22 – Nov 16

8

European Treasures

Nüremberg to Basel

Crystal Ravel™

$3,465

Aug 16 – Oct 25

6

Danube Getaway

Vienna to Nüremberg

Crystal Ravel

$2,535

Aug 23 – Oct 26

9

European Escape

Regensburg to Amsterdam

Crystal Mahler™

$4,455

Aug 16 – Oct 19

7

Delightful Danube

Budapest to Regensburg

Crystal Mahler

$3,585

OPERATE IN REVERSE

CRYSTAL CRUISES —
CRYSTAL SYMPHONY

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES
CRYSTAL MOZART

FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND
ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS.
*All fares and savings are per person, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only and do not include taxes, fees, and port charges of $250-$943 per person. Your
Crystal Savings are subject to availability at time of booking. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. For complete Cruise Fare and Promotional Information and General Ticket Terms and Conditions, visit crystalcruises.com. Crystal Cruises,
LLC reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and change any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time without notice. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without
notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be
eligible for Voyages amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar (Sushi Bar is not available
for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. All fares, itineraries,
programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers.
©2018 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registries: The Bahamas and Malta. AD180547_C
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Plan the ultimate shopping trip. With more designer labels and luxury brands than
anywhere else in Canada, Yorkdale is Toronto’s most fashionable destination.
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ADVERTISEMENT

PERU
Revealing a Country of Riches

Chinchero, Sacred Valley

© Beatrice Velarde

© PROMPERU

ADVERTISEMENT

Casa Aliaga

Moray in the Sacred Valley

PERU
Travel from the
Amazon jungle to
metropolitan Lima
to the Sacred Valley
and discover riches
that will fuel your
adventure and feed

B

lessed with an
abundance of
cultural and
natural wonders,
enticing activities, and
immersive culinary experiences, Peru has more to
offer than meets the eye.
CALLING ALL EARLY BIRDS

A GOURMET START
TO THE DAY

Pachamanca

THE RIDE OF A LIFETIME

Ever wonder about the lives
of aristocratic Peruvians in
Lima back in the sixteenth
century? This experience
combines history and cuisine
with a guided tour of the famous
Casa Aliaga, followed by a
breakfast of local specialties
enjoyed in the mansion’s
opulent living room.

© Alfonso Zavala / PROMPERÚ

In the southeastern Peruvian
jungle, you’ll ﬁnd a unique

and colorful natural phenomenon. Every morning around
5 AM, ﬂocks of macaws come
to the eroded riverbanks of
the Amazon basin to feed
on the exposed mud, which
contains natural salts needed
to digest toxins the birds
consume in the bushes.
The best spot to view this
daily ritual is across the
Tambopata River.

© Enrique Castro-Mendívil

your soul.

Macaw clay lick

Ready to experience the riches of Peru? Connect with your
Virtuoso® Travel Advisor today.

Imagine pedaling through the
Sacred Valley, past picturesque
farms, charming villages, iconic
landscapes, and famed archaeological sites. Even for moderate
adventure-seekers, a private
biking tour with family and
friends is the best way to go
off the beaten path in Peru.
TIMELESS INCA TRADITIONS

Be part of a Pachamanca
ritual in the Peruvian highlands.
During this celebration of life,
a mixture of spiced meats and
native vegetables is cooked
underground with heated
stones to pay respect to the Incan
Mother Earth, symbolizing
fertility and rejuvenation.
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Look for this sustainable-travel icon throughout the issue. It indicates opportunities that
support local communities, protect the environment, and celebrate history and culture.
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Mystery flourishes in
the Floating City.

(LOBSTER) GRETA RYBUS, (COCKTAIL) STEFAN FUERTBAUER, (MARKET) NANNA DÍS

54

Experience world-class luxury in the Whitsundays
Located on the secluded northern-most tip of Hamilton Island, qualia is a unique expression of world class luxury and the perfect
vantage point for exploring all the Whitsundays has to offer. Cruise to the white sands of world-famous Whitehaven Beach, take a
breathtaking scenic flight over one of the natural wonders of the world, or explore the diversity of the Great Barrier Reef’s marine life
with a snorkelling or diving experience. qualia has a variety of Signature Experiences designed to help you make the most of your stay
in the heart of the Great Barrier Reef.
Book now and start your qualia experience with the Retreat Package, inclusive of one complimentary night of accommodation. Indulge
in four nights’ accommodation from $4,050 AUD per person, twin share*, with á la carte breakfast daily.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
*Rate is based on the package price per person, twin share, staying in a Leeward Pavilion, for travel until 1 September 2018. Blackout dates and conditions apply.

Editor’s Note

Playing
Favorites

P

ERHAPS IT SHOULDN’T HAVE

come as a surprise, but this issue’s
theme, Our Favorite Places, posed
a bit of a challenge for the editorial
team. Though the subject seems straightforward, actually selecting them was no easy
task. First, the obvious debate: How to choose?
The list of contenders is as long as the world is
wide. Next, the more emotive considerations:
What makes a place beloved? So much of our
travel experience is less about the actual place
and more about who you’re with and why
you’re there. The beach vacation spot your
family visits every summer is burnished by
memories you make there together. Your honeymoon destination will always hold a special
romantic spot in your heart.
We toyed with this litmus test: Is it a place
you want to return to, again and again? Which,
of course, begs the question of bucket lists –
a one-and-done destination might rank as a
personal favorite, even if you never return
again, right?
Finally, we turned to social media, asking
Virtuoso followers to vote for their favorite
places, pitting cities, mountains, beaches, and
others against each other in brackets for an online tournament of travel dreams. You’ll find
the top picks, with tips for what to do on your
first – and future – visits, on page 77.
Though I’m not sure I would or could return
again and again, Havana definitely tops my
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A classic ride, our group
gathering in Old Havana,
and a personalized Cuba
crest designed by associate art director Korena
Bolding Sinnett.

list of favorite travel experiences. I was lucky
enough to spend an advisor-planned long
weekend in this Caribbean conundrum with
a group of friends. Read about our quick trip
on page 88.
I hope this issue sparks your own debate
with friends and family – and that you’ll find
some ideas for future favorites as well.
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“Night Moves,” page 56
THE REPORT: “I’ve
made many friends
and discovered new
flavors while photographing cocktail bars.
Bartenders always insist that I at least taste
the drinks I’m taking
pictures of. While out
one night in Budapest,
I really had to concentrate at my third bar
in a row.”

“Bound for Glory,”
page 66
THE REPORT: “I live
in the area the Rocky
Mountaineer passes
through, and I’ve
always wanted to take
the train. It provides
such a different
perspective compared
to the usual highways
I’m familiar with. It was
also interesting to see
how tourists reacted
to the Canadian
Rockies – a place
I know so well.”

I’VE ALWAYS WANTED

Discover the
Villa Lifestyle
Now Available
The Gansevoort Turks + Caicos

TO VISIT: “Japan,
from north to south.
I’m really attracted
to the culture, art,
and design; it’s all so
reduced, elaborate,
and thoughtful – hence
visually pleasing for the
photographer’s eye.”

Photographer

Greta Rybus
Portland, Maine

“Midcoast with the
Most,” page 60
THE REPORT: “Maine is
an incredible place, in
terms of variety. During
one day of photographing this story, I found
myself at a working
farm, a takeout café, a
beach, a fishing harbor,
and one of the country’s best fine-dining
restaurants. I loved the
opportunity to explore
my own backyard.”
I’VE ALWAYS WANTED
TO VISIT: “Ethiopia,

Villas represent a new way to

to see the spacelike landscape of the
Danakil Depression.
I’m so intrigued by
Africa’s diversity and
would love to return to
all of the continent’s
countries to explore
their landscapes and
cultural contributions.”

experience luxury island living.
Each of the six exquisite oceanfront
residences features modern indooroutdoor architecture, two private
pools and an over the water swim
platform, plus access to all of the
resort’s signature amenities.
Contact your preferred Virtuoso
travel advisor to reserve
16
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I’VE ALWAYS WANTED
TO VISIT: “The Faroe

Islands, because of
the landscape, and I’ve
heard it’s like an older
Iceland. I love Iceland.”

Writer

Lisa Wogan
Seattle

“Bound for Glory,”
page 66, and “20 Ways
to Travel for Good,”
page 116
THE REPORT: “Walking on the Athabasca
Glacier, between Banff
and Jasper, is like a
party with the world’s
best ice water and
extraordinary views
that – be warned –
entice the curious to
explore beyond defined boundaries. But
after hearing stories of
enormous shafts that
can reach hundreds
of meters deep, I was
content to stick close
to the happy crowds.”
I’VE ALWAYS WANTED
TO VISIT: “Newfound-

land, because any
place that inspired the
tough, shimmering
prose of The Shipping
News deserves a visit.”

Voted Best Cruise Line
Overall By Virtuoso
Voted Best Cruise Line Overall by Virtuoso, 2017
Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row
2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016

The Extraordinary AmaMagna - Debuting May 2019
At nearly twice the width of traditional European river ships, the AmaMagna is a destination in her own right.
Most of her luxurious accommodations measure from 355-710 sq. ft., and include full balconies. And with
MORE unique dining venues, MORE health and wellness amenities, and MORE leisure activities like golf, you
may never want to leave.

For More Information,
See Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

THE HIGHEST RATED RIVER CRUISE SHIPS

The Virtuoso Life

Just Back
FIJI
The classic South Pacific paradise found.
Fiji is a “postcard-perfect paradise,” says
Toronto-based Virtuoso advisor Chris
Webster. But it’s the people that you’ll
remember long after you leave. “You feel so
welcome and comfortable, even at home in
Fiji,” he says. Webster recently joined other
travel advisors and Tourism Fiji on a trip to
this tropical haven, composed of more than
300 islands.

GREAT HOTELS: We started at Jean-Michel
Cousteau Resort, on the island of Vanua
Levu. It’s heaven for families with young kids.
After staying at the InterContinental Fiji Golf
Resort & Spa, we drove to Port Denarau, and
arrived at Vomo Island Fiji after a 75-minute

boat ride. The adults-only Rocks Bar is the
perfect place to catch the sunset.
I recommend Vomo Island and our next
stop, Royal Davui Island Resort, for
couples. At Royal Davui, I’ll never forget
the creative Mojito Bomb dessert. It’s a
smooth, pale green sphere resting on a
white spoon. When you eat it, it explodes
with a burst of mojito flavor.
From the Sun Coast, the northern coast
of Viti Levu, the group traveled to Dolphin
Island, a private island. Our “home-cooked”
meal by Mama Dawn, who was full of warmth
and personality, was unforgettable. If you

“Vomo Island’s adults-only
Rocks Bar is the perfect
place to catch the sunset.”
can afford it, Laucala Island, my last stop on
the trip, is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE: While staying at Royal
Davui, we attended a local church service in
a coastal village. While most of the service
was conducted in Fijian, the pastor greeted
us in English and gave us a history of their
village. The hymns were so beautiful.

SUBMARINE RIDE: At Laucala Island, you can
“take flight” in an ultramodern submarine
(it’s complimentary) that whisks you past
stunning coral reefs and marine life. It’s
fully pressurized, and you just sit back and
enjoy a one-of-a-kind view, with an expert
pilot in the cockpit.

PANORAMIC VIEWS: Climb Mount Vomo on Vomo
Island to catch the sunrise. It’s a treat to
start your day with 360-degree views of the
glittering South Pacific and surrounding
islands. The 30-minute climb is easy, with
clearly marked paths to the summit.
SOUVENIR: Hand-carved kava bowls are beautiful, and come in many shapes, sizes, and
colors – kava optional.

PRACTICAL TIPS: A trip to Fiji may involve flights,
Laucala Island and (above)
Royal Davui Island Resort’s
Sunset Lounge.
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cars, and boat transfers. It might seem like
a lot to arrange, and it pays to work with an
advisor, who can make sure connections
are seamless.

WHERE TO EAT AND
DRINK IN ROME
From The Virtuoso Life blog.

Digital editor Annie Fitzsimmons found old
and new favorites on a recent trip:

➊ We stopped in almost daily for espresso
and addictive, single-bite bomboloni
alla crema (sweet Italian doughnuts) at
Sant’Eustachio Il Caffè, open since 1938.

The TRAVEL+LEISURE
Nine -Time Winner

➋ My other coffee obsession was at our
hotel: The bartender at Hotel de Russie uses
a cocktail shaker to create a frothy, smooth,
unsweetened iced coffee that tastes faintly
of cocoa.
➌ You can’t leave Rome without ordering
cacio e pepe (pasta with pecorino cheese
and black pepper) at least once, and Flavio
al Velavevodetto served my favorite
version. The restaurant is located in the
working-class Testaccio neighborhood.

A safari is unlike any other experience
and Micato Safaris is unlike any other
company: For every safari sold,
we send a child to school.

Contact your Virtuoso
Travel Advisor for details

➍ Drink wine, any wine, at L’Angolo Divino,
a small, low-lit bar just far enough away from
the madness of Campo de’ Fiori.
➎ Despite its touristy location near the Pantheon, family-run Armando al Pantheon is a
beloved local favorite. Try the spaghetti alla
verde (with lemon, arugula, and Parmesan)
and the chargrilled lamb chops.

(CACIO E PEPE) ANNIE FITZSIMMONS

For more Rome favorites and photos,
visit blog.virtuoso.com.

Editor’s pick: Flavio
al Velavevodetto
for cacio e pepe.
2017 VIRTUOSO

®

¨

Best VAST Partner

WINNER
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®

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
Around the world with Virtuoso: travel advisor adventures, industry events, and more.

Clockwise from below: Clay, Jessica, and
Benji Upchurch onstage at WE Day Texas;
Matthew D. Upchurch and family attend
WE Day Seattle; and Matthew, Jessica,
and Clay at EarthxFilm in Dallas.

♥

FORCES FOR GOOD
WE Day celebrates and
empowers young people
dedicated to improving their communities
through social action.
The Upchurch family
joined the festivities at
this year’s events in Garland, Texas, and Seattle
(two of 17 global WE Day
locations). They also
took part in EarthxFilm, a Dallas festival
dedicated to raising
awareness of social and
environmental issues.

Agency owners Melissa Turpin Marcos (left) and Ruth Turpin (center)
celebrate 25 years with Virtuoso.

The Upchurch family and Micato Safaris’
Anna Pinto attend the Everyone Cares
Gala at California’s Terranea Resort.

Advisors from Australia explore India on a
study tour hosted by Banyan Tours & Travels
and Taj Hotels Palaces Resorts Safaris.

Advisors (from left) Anne Connally, Kris
Nelson, Toni Ponczek, Sandy Freeland, and
Brenda Tosso visit the Hotel Sacher Vienna
on an agency-sponsored trip.

P RO M OT I O N

VIRTUOSO ®
PEOPLE & PLACES

Through an experience arranged by Virtuoso on-site tour connection NoteWorthy,
Virtuoso staff and advisors don their finest
fascinators to celebrate the royal wedding
across the street from Windsor Castle.

Advisors soak up the sun at One&Only
Palmilla during a study tour hosted by the
Mexico and Los Cabos tourism boards.

Virtuoso travel advisors visit Casa de Campo Resort &
Villas on a recent study tour hosted by the Ministry of
Tourism of the Dominican Republic.

Attendees kick off the Virtuoso Travel Week
On Tour Lisbon event at a rooftop reception.

To submit photos, please email editors@virtuoso.com.

(GROOM AND BRIDE) ADRIAN HANCU/GETTY IMAGES

Virtuoso staff and advisors travel to Washington, D.C.,
to meet with members of Congress during the American
Society of Travel Agents’ Legislative Day.

become more
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Travel should be a laid-back experience.
Allianz Travel Insurance can give you peace of mind by
protecting you and your travel investment—allowing
you to focus on what matters most.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
to protect your next adventure.

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company or Jefferson Insurance Company
depending on insured’s state of residence. AGA Service Company is the licensed producer and administrator of this plan.
400003448_05918

FEEL FREE TO
STIR THE SOUL.
When you cruise with Norwegian Cruise Line,® you’re free. Free
to vacation on your own terms, enjoying more time to spend on
shore. That’s time to discover Hong Kong’s gleaming skyscrapers
and ancient temples. To explore the mysteries of South America
including Machu Picchu. Or to discover the grandeur of the
stunning Baltic Capitals. Take to the sea and find out what it
means to Feel Free.

Book now and receive up to $300 in Onboard Credit per stateroom
on select sailings. Plus enjoy all of Norwegian’s Free At Sea
amenities when you book through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

©2018 Norwegian Cruise Line LTD. Ships' Registry: Bahamas and USA. 36164 5/18

ASIA
Depart from one of four fascinating ports:
Dubai, Singapore, Hong Kong and Shanghai.

SOUTH AMERICA
Cruise Norwegian as you experience the
wonders of fourth largest continent.

SCANDINAVIA,
RUSSIA & BALTIC
Sail from Copenhagen and discover the history
and culture aboard Europe’s Leading Cruise Line.

PASSPORT

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

NATHAN KEAY/2008 TAKASHI MURAKAMI/KAIKAI KIKI CO., LTD.

Takashi Murakami’s
acrylic and platinumleaf Flower Ball (Lots
of Colors), 2008.

Survival Artist
Known for vibrant anime characters that bridge high culture and pop culture, Takashi Murakami has collaborated across the
cultural spectrum, with the likes of Kanye West and the Louis Vuitton fashion house. Running through September 16 at the
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Murakami’s three-decade retrospective, The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg, ties the artist to ancient
Japanese art and folkloric traditions. His monumental paintings explore globalization, media culture, and nuclear power in evolutionary
series referenced by the title of the show: A threatened octopus, according to a Japanese adage, will eat its own leg in order
to survive, knowing another will grow in its place. themodern.org.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Elaine Glusac, Kimberley Lovato, Michele Filgate, and Michael Frank
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GOODS TO GO

RUNWAY READY
Combat long-haul facial fatigue with the
Jet Lag Mask by new beauty brand Summer
Fridays. Earning celebrity praise for its rejuvenating superpowers, the vegan and parabenfree formula restores skin with exfoliating
chestnut extract, hydrating vitamin C, and
de-pufﬁng green tea. Apply as a moisturizing
primer, an under-eye treatment, or a full mask.
Wipe-off removal makes life easy for those of
us who are anxious about masking on the go.
$48; summerfridays.com.

A shapely silhouette
from Azzedine Alaïa,
and (below) Reading
by Erin Hayden.

ART & CULTURE

Top Form

Plugged In

Better Backpacks
After starting small with razor strops and wallets, boutique leather
company Ezra Arthur has introduced its ﬁrst bag, the Keystone Rucksack. Using leather tanned in Chicago and hand-stitched in Phoenix, the
6-x-10.5-x-18-inch backpack features two interior pockets, a hidden zipper, and quick-release snaps for easy access. Choose from ten color and
hardware options, including “whiskey and brass” and “malbec and nickel.”
$1,270; ezraarthur.com.
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A generation has come of age since the World Wide Web debuted in 1989, and the artists of that generation have something
to say about the dominant technology in their lives. Through
October 14, the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago’s
sprawling show, I Was Raised on the Internet, explores techdriven themes such as digital identities, surveillance, online
politics, marketing, and gaming in nearly 100 artworks created
from 1998 to the present. Media range from photography,
painting, and sculpture to ﬁ lm, video, and virtual reality, with
some works existing online only, poised to reach a wired audience around the world. mcachicago.org.

(MASK) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (DRESS) ANDREA & VALENTINA, (PAINTING) ERIN HAYDEN

Before his death last November, fashion designer Azzedine
Alaïa partnered with London’s Design Museum to document his
evolution from sculptor to haute couturier for the likes of Greta
Garbo, Michelle Obama, and Rihanna. Famous for designing by
draping fabric over live models and hand-sewing his garments,
Alaïa created iconic pieces such as the bandage dress and the
stretch body, both of which are featured in the show Azzedine
Alaïa: The Couturier, through October 7. More than 60 bodyconscious pieces, paired with stories of his life, make up this
survey spanning the early 1980s to 2017. designmuseum.org.

Where the memories you make
last inﬁnitely longer.

On location at Montage Beverly Hills

Whether your plans call for a family adventure, a romantic retreat, or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From a legendary bay
in Los Cabos to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
B E V E R LY H I L L S
L AG U N A B E AC H

|
|

D E E R VA L L E Y
LOS CABOS |

|

K A PA L UA B AY

PA L M E T T O B L U F F
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BOOKS

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS

devoted to this question.
Equal parts suspenseful and
dreamlike, The Third Hotel is
a vivid and captivating novel
about how well we can actually
know anyone.
 SOCIAL

CREATURE BY TARA

ISABELLA BURTON (Doubleday,

$27 ) When Louise, an aspiring 29-year-old writer, meets
Lavinia, a 23-year-old who lives
off her parents’ money in a
nice Upper East Side brownstone, she’s instantly smitten.
Lavinia is glamorous and wants
to show Louise the time of
her life. But we also learn that
Lavinia will die by the end of
the story – the question is how.
Social Creature is a twisted and
stylish thriller about female
friendship gone wrong, one that
goes down as easily as a glass
of Champagne.
FLORIDA BY LAUREN GROFF
(Riverhead Books, $27 ) Florida
isn’t easily defined, and that’s
why it’s the perfect setting for
this collection of short stories
from Lauren Groff, the awardwinning author of four other
books, including Fates and
Furies. Whether it’s the threat
of sinkholes or a panther or termites, the natural world is just
as charged as the interior lives
of her characters. “Houses
contain us; who can say what
we contain?” she writes in
“Eyewall,” in which a woman
grapples with ghosts from her
past as a hurricane damages
her home. In Groff’s profound
stories, the domestic and the
untamed exist side by side.

MY YEAR OF REST AND RELAXATION BY OTTESSA MOSHFEGH


(Penguin Press, $26) The latest
novel by this bold contemporary writer follows an unnamed
narrator: a young woman who
decides to check out of her
life’s drudgery via drugs prescribed by an incompetent
psychiatrist. Her parents are
dead, she has a vapid friend
she loves but can’t stand and
a guy she occasionally sleeps
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with who treats her poorly –
she doesn’t find much joy in
anything besides watching
Whoopi Goldberg movies and
going to the bodega near her
apartment. Sleep or selfinduced blackouts are her preferred ways of numbing herself
to get through the days. “My
hibernation was self-preservational,” she explains. “I thought
that it was going to save my
life.” It’s an oddly compelling

novel featuring a mordantly
funny character.


THE THIRD HOTEL BY LAURA

VAN DEN BERG (Farrar, Straus

and Giroux, $25 ) The protago-

nist in Laura van den Berg’s
surreal second novel is a widow
who travels to Havana for a film
festival and unexpectedly runs
into her dead husband. Is he a
manifestation of her grief or is
he alive? The rest of her trip is

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS



THE CRUISE FOR PEOPLE
WHO AREN’T ESPECIALLY
INTO CRUISES.

A thousand-year-old village. A river of lights. A memory time can’t extinguish.
Leave the crowds behind on a small, lovely ship, and lose yourself in the wonders
of an authentic culture. We can take you places other ships can’t. Contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.
Star Legend, Hoi An Village, Vietnam.

Passport

➊
FOOD & SPIRITS

Beyond the Med
Chefs are looking east – from Turkey to Yemen – for
inspiration at these new spots.

➋

➌

Lebanese and Iranian chefs run
the kitchen at Sharq Oriental
and Shisha Lounge, one of ten
restaurants and bars at the new
Bürgenstock Resort on Lake Lucerne. Housed in a two-story villa
that was once home to Sophia Loren, the restaurant serves dishes
that include roukak (cheese-filled
puff pastry) and ground-lamb
kabab kubidah amid the lake and
alpine scenery.

LISBON At Pitaria, in the lively
Chiado district, the two-Michelinstarred chef José Avillez celebrates the pita sandwich in
house-made versions stuffed
with chicken or pork shawarma,
falafel, baba ghanoush, and
vegetables, with za’atar-dusted
fries on the side. 11 Rua Nova da
Trindade; pitaria.pt.

➍

➎

LONDON In tony Mayfair, Rüya, from

➏

Istanbul-born restaurateur Umut
Özkanca, champions Anatolian
food from the Mediterranean
to the Black Sea. Must-tries:
24-hour slow-cooked short ribs
with Turkish chili glaze and spicy
chickpea purée, and cheese
pide with slow-cooked eggs. The
drinks program highlights raki,
Turkey’s anise-scented national
spirit. 30 Upper Grosvenor Street;
ruyalondon.com.

LOS ANGELES California-born and
Israel-raised Ori Menashe, chef

➐
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1. Spiced lamb with herbs from Rüya.
2. Shisha Lounge. 3. Pitaria’s pork shawarma. 4. The bright and healthy look
of Dez. 5. Saba’s interior. 6. Sababa’s
traditional shakshuka. 7. Bavel’s inviting
space and beef-cheek tagine.

of the acclaimed Italian spot
Bestia in downtown’s Arts District, recently opened the Middle
Eastern Bavel nearby, with offerings such as freshly baked pita,
lamb shawarma, tagines, and a
hummus recipe that was three
years in the making. 500 Mateo
Street; baveldtla.com.

NEW ORLEANS James Beard Awardwinning chef Alon Shaya’s justopened Saba (“grandfather” in
Hebrew) draws on cross-cultural
influences from Bulgaria to Yemen and Morocco to Palestine.
Seafood and meat entrées arrive
family style on platters for sharing. Look for his Safta (“grandmother”) to open in Denver later
this summer. 5757 Magazine
Street; eatwithsaba.com.

NEW YORK Just opened in NoLIta:
fast-casual Dez from the Cooking Channel’s Eden Grinshpan,
serving grain bowls and the
baked egg-and-tomato dish
shakshuka in a mural-adorned
storefront accented with bright
Moroccan rugs. 227 Mulberry
Street, inthedez.com.
WASHINGTON, D.C. The new Sababa,
Hebrew slang for “cool” or
“carefree,” serves modern Israeli
food inspired by Jewish and Arab
traditions. Ryan Moore prepares
everything from carrot salad with
dates to harissa-marinated chicken thighs and charred vegetable
tagine to pair with wines from
Lebanon, Israel, and the Mediterranean. Try one in the lounge,
which channels a Bedouin tent.
3311 Connecticut Avenue NW;
sababauptown.com.

(PITARIA) JOSÉ AVILLEZ, (SABA) GABRIELLE GEISELMAN-MILONE, (SABABA) GREG POWERS,
(BAVEL INTERIOR) DYLAN + JENI, (BAVEL TAGINE) NICOLE FRANZEN

BÜRGENSTOCK, SWITZERLAND

Breadwinner
Carb stars will align this summer when
Elisabeth Prueitt and Chad Robertson of
San Francisco’s Tartine bakery collaborate
with Chris Bianco of Pizzeria Bianco fame
in Phoenix on Tartine Manufactory. The
38,500-square-foot market-style attraction
in L.A.’s Row DTLA development will include
a bakery, a market, two restaurants – an all-day
café and a dinner-only trattoria – and a coﬀee
roaster. 757 Alameda Street; tartinebakery.com.
Ophelia and (right)
Tartine’s ricotta and
fig toast.

Skyline Star
Drink in East River and Manhattan skyline views from the rooftop Ophelia, where
antique silverware and vintage tarot cards pay homage to the 1928 Midtown East
building’s roots as a women’s club and hotel. Savor classic 1920s and ’30s cocktails,
along with bites such as seared Hudson Valley foie gras, on north- and south-facing
terraces – or indoors, where 13-foot-tall windows oﬀer unobstructed vistas yearround. 3 Mitchell Place; opheliany.com.

Timeless Temptations
tokyotokyo.jp

©Axel Schwab

|

gotokyo.org
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GEAR UP

MADE IN THE SHADES
Five picks for perfecting your cabana ensemble.

➋

➌

➊

➍

1. A stylish take on mountaineering specs,

3. A hint of color pops on the arms of

Vuarnet’s Ice shades are mirrored and

Burberry’s Flat-Top Square sunglasses,

backlight filtered, with removable side and
bridge shields that block reflected light and
reduce eyestrain. $340; us.vuarnet.com.

which feature a strong double bridge that
looks great on rounder face shapes.
$245; neimanmarcus.com.

2. Bronze accents at the temple set off

4. Ray-Ban’s Colonel sunglasses subtly
update the aviator’s round-lens tradition,
which dates to WWII, with a square, slightly
oversize shape and gradient lenses that
allow others to see your eyes, a nice

Smith’s Runaround frames. Polarized

Chromapop lenses cut glare and correct
color aberrations for sharp, true-to-life
vision. $199; smithoptics.com.
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alternative to the mirrored, biker-cop look.
$163; ray-ban.com.

5. The translucent, cellulose acetate
frames of Warby Parker’s Jones sunglasses, combined with round, brown-hued
lenses, are designed to fit medium-width
face shapes. If lemongrass isn’t your
summer shade, they’re also available in
tortoiseshell, as well as a warm rose hue.
$95; warbyparker.com.

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

➎

QUESTION: Florida?
ANSWER: The Palm Beaches!

Florida’s first vacation destination is also the answer to the question, “Where is the best place
to experience Florida?” It’s 47 miles of coastline full of possibilities between Jupiter and Boca
Raton. Which means it’s the perfect destination for those who want options to experience the
diversity of Florida.

Learn more at ThePalmBeaches.com.
Discover The Palm Beaches, The Official Tourism Marketing Corporation for Palm Beach County | The Best Way to Experience Florida ®

A WORK OF ART ON WATER.
Our newest Super Ship showcases the best in luxury river cruising.

TM

The S.S. Beatrice made her debut on the Danube
showcasing luxury river cruising at its best. She’s
the first vessel in our award-winning fleet of floating
boutique hotels to be transformed into a Super Ship.
She boasts a fresh, sleek look complete with a
graceful bow, yacht-like finishes throughout, an
elegant grand staircase, two additional dining
venues, additional suites, and original artwork from
Pablo Picasso, Alexander Calder and Pino Signoretto.

CREATIVITY BLOSSOMS ONBOARD
MAX’S RESTAURANT
Our new private dining venue offers
cooking classes featuring European cuisine
led by one of our chefs, wine-pairing
presentations by our onboard sommeliers
and exquisite steak dinners prepared right
in front of you.

SCHUBERT’S CAFE
This cozy Austrian-styled eatery
features menus reflecting the cuisine
of the ship’s destinations, with fresh
farm-to-table ingredients, shareable
plates and recipes from Bea Tollman,
author of A Life in Food.

“Our 4th Uniworld cruise and there’s a reason we keep
coming back. Great itineraries, outstanding guides, super
staff, quality wine and spirits, and interesting menus
beautifully prepared. Why wouldn’t we be repeat guests?”

– Julius
Portraits of Eastern Europe

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR UNIWORLD CRUISE AND
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

THE WORLD IS YOUR CANVAS. COLOR IT AS YOU PLEASE.

Experience our newest Super Ship in all of her
beautifully transformed glory on Delightful Danube &
Prague, Portraits of Eastern Europe and more.

Bon Voyage

Culture Club
Starting this summer, Holland America wants passengers to add a little art appreciation to their onboard
agendas. A new partnership with curation service ArtLink is bringing gallery spaces to nearly the entire ﬂeet by the year’s
end. Works on rotating display are by emerging artists from the destinations the line visits, and each piece is available
for purchase. An ArtLink curator will join every sailing – including a seven-day Boston-to-Montréal cruise on the
1,350-passenger Veendam – to share stories and educate cruisers. Ambitious plans for the new program include soon-tolaunch workshops with visiting artists, plus art-themed shore excursions and gallery visits.
Boston-to-Montréal departures: Multiple dates, July 7 through September 29; from $749.

Coming soon to Holland America’s onboard galleries: Photography and 3-D art by
(from left) Oleg Oprisco, Kevin Best, Kate Blacklock, and Lisandro Suriel.

SHIPS, SHIPS, SHIPS: See the Mediterranean in style on an eight-day Rome-to-Barcelona sailing on the Viking Orion, which made
its inaugural voyage in June. The 930-passenger ship is the fifth new vessel in three years for Viking Ocean Cruises, with 11 more
planned for the next decade. Departure: July 22; from $2,999.

Southern Exposure
Three’s not a crowd for Azamara Club Cruises:
The 690-passenger Azamara Pursuit becomes the
third ship in the line’s ﬂeet in August. The new addition – a completely overhauled vessel – will visit 15
new-to-Azamara ports in its ﬁrst year, including the
Chilean fjords and Pisco, Peru, on a 22-day Lima-toBuenos Aires voyage. Azamara’s cruises are known
for their overnights in port and in-depth shore
excursions, so it’s no surprise that the Pursuit’s roster of new experiences bypasses traditional coach
tours for more immersive action. In Pisco, sign up
for an open-air yoga class in Paracas National
Reserve, and, in Antofagasta, Chile, disembark
for a three-day adventure in the Atacama Desert
(with a stay at the 32-room Tierra Atacama Hotel &
Spa) before rejoining the ship in
La Serena, Chile. Departure:
December 1; from $10,159.
Atacama Desert excursion
from $5,999, including air
transfers, accommodations,
and activities.
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(PARACAS NATIONAL RESERVE) XENI4KA/GETTY IMAGES

A fine setting for sun salutations
in Paracas National Reserve.

ENDLESS SUMMER
ON CELEBRITY EQUINOX
Sailing in the Caribbean — all year long.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

©2018 Celebrity Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

Bon Voyage

TIP

NEW SHIP

Bold and
Bright

“The A’s layout encourages a lot of
social interaction. Cruisers can hang
out and play games in spacious common areas, and the dining room has
communal seating – some dinner
courses are even served family style.”

Uniworld’s hip new brand rolls out
river ships unlike the others.

– Wonnie Baik, Virtuoso agency
executive, New York City

Fire up the Instagram feeds:
U by Uniworld has arrived to
shake up river cruising. The
brand’s two sleek ships – the
120-passenger A and B – debuted this spring with headturning black and neon exteriors.
The ships were designed with a
younger crowd in mind and
include modern communal
spaces primed for late-night
socializing and boozy brunches,
plus complimentary Wi-Fi and
afternoon shore excursions for
cruisers who aren’t ready to get
moving before 9 am. Virtuoso Life
assistant editor Rebecca
Ratterman joined The A on a
recent sailing up the Rhine. Here,
she describes the highlights:
REST AND RECHARGE: The A’s

cabins are compact but sufficient
by river-cruising standards. Each
comes with Savoir mattresses –
well worth their five-figure price
tags – plus a flat-screen TV with a
live feed of the ship’s lounge area
for immediate FOMO prevention, special bathroom lights
that won’t disrupt your sleep
cycle, and Beekind toiletries that
perfume the cabin with notes of
honey, citrus, and verbena.
GET MOVING: Take advantage of
yoga on the ship’s top deck, ride
bikes (on your own or as part
of a guided tour), or work out
in one of river cruising’s largest
gyms. Excursions range from
the relaxed – a Champagne-
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Clockwise from top left: The A arrives in Frankfurt, a blokarting excursion in the Netherlands,
afternoon bike rides, the U Lounge, and mimosa time on The A’s top deck.

fueled castle tour in Germany,
for example – to the thrilling,
such as beach blokarting
(imagine a go-kart with a sail attached to it) in the Netherlands.
SAIL SUSTAINABLY: Dinner
menus include nods to the
ship’s surrounding landscapes –
think schnitzel and Kölsch beer
in Cologne – and all meals are
sourced locally in each port of
call. The A minimizes paper consumption by sending itineraries
directly to guests’ cell phones

♥

via WhatsApp, which also allows
for easy photo sharing with new
friends on board.
MODERN VIBES: Select sailings
offer access to some of Europe’s
biggest parties, such as the
Sziget Festival, also known as
“Eurowoodstock,” in Budapest in
August, or Germany’s Oktoberfest in late September and early
October. Late-night revelers can
snooze until noon and still catch
brunch, which is served until 1 pm
every day.

PARTY BOAT: Lounge chairs and

circular daybeds fill the ship’s
top deck for prime-time views
just steps away from Ice Bar, a
chic cocktail lounge that occasionally morphs into a silentdisco nightclub. Local DJs take
up residence in the ship’s U
Lounge twice a week, turning it
into a laser-light dance party.
The A sails the Rhine, Main, and
Danube rivers, and The B sails
the Seine. Eight-day itineraries
from $1,499.

Suite Talk
A Gansevoort Turks + Caicos
villa’s stairway to heaven.

50 Shades of Blue
The six new villas at the 91-room Gansevoort Turks + Caicos were definitely designed with outdoor living in mind. Each of the
four- or five-bedroom residences features an infinity pool, a sunken fire-pit lounge, open-air common areas, and a sea-level
swimming platform. The hillside retreats are a five-minute drive from the hotel, where guests receive resort privileges. Villa staff
handles housekeeping (and can arrange private chef and butler services), so all that’s left to decide is which body of water to dive into
first. Villas from $4,500 per night (four-night minimum stay), including a welcome bar and round-trip airport and resort transfers.

Dial T for Tequila

Now this is
room service.
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No, you’re not dreaming – that’s
a margarita button on your
room’s phone at the Four Seasons Hotel Austin. Request a
cocktail anytime between 3 and
6 pm daily, and a bartender will
wheel in a fully stocked, tequilacentric bar cart within minutes.
He or she will shake up one of
500 margarita combinations,
from the classic recipe to a Lady
Bird, made with hibiscus, Cointreau, and pequin chile salt. The
cocktail service means guests
can linger in one of 294 newly
remodeled rooms without missing happy hour. Cheers to that.
Doubles from $400, including
breakfast daily and a $100 dining
credit. Margaritas from $14.

Hello,
90210

Let the light in at The
Peninsula Beverly Hills.

How to spend your next long weekend in California: Check into one
of the 195 recently revamped rooms at The Peninsula Beverly Hills,
throw open the floral-print drapes, and take in the garden views. Pick
up the bedside tablet – programmed in 11 languages – and check out
the menu at The Belvedere downstairs. When it’s time for the requisite
spree on Rodeo Drive, request complimentary chauffeured car service
in one of the hotel’s new house BMWs. If you’d prefer to take the wheel,
The Peninsula’s 55 suites and villas come with their own sets of car
keys for day trips on a whim. Doubles from $715, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

Suite Talk

Clockwise from left: Lutetia’s
Akasha Holistic Wellbeing Centre,
Salon Saint Germain details, and
a Deluxe Room bathroom, complete with Hermès amenities.

FIRST LOOK

A New Chapter
“Out with the old” is a fine motto for cleaning the attic; less so for restoring the Hotel Lutetia, Paris’ only grand Left Bank hotel and a Saint-Germaindes-Prés nucleus for creatives (Hemingway and Joyce, for instance) since 1910. After a four-year closure and a $100-million-plus beautification
led by local architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte, the art deco landmark property reopened in June. Natural light streams into common spaces from a
central courtyard, uncovered during the renovation. Delicate ceiling frescoes in the lobby and bar were liberated from beneath layers of paint, and an
original glass ceiling, darkened by years of soot, sparkles in the Salon Saint Germain. While the room count decreased from 233 to 184, all are larger
and reconfigured with Calacatta marble bathrooms, oak floors, and king-size beds. Also soon to be back in action: the Lutetia Brasserie, which will
reopen in September under the direction of three-Michelin-starred chef Gérald Passedat. Doubles from $1,016, including an upgrade (if available) at
time of booking, welcome amenities, breakfast daily, and a $100 hotel credit.

44

V I RT U O S O L I F E

MATHIEU FIOL

Paris welcomes back one of its most beloved hotels.

Fij i , where
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Just an overnight flight from LA or San Francisco,
Fiji offers everything from secluded luxury island
getaways to active family excursions. Have a private
picnic for two on a sugary-white sand cay, fringed by
glowing blue waters. Experience Fiji’s friendly, vibrant
culture in traditional villages and bond with the
welcoming locals over a bowl of kava. Fiji, where
you arrive as a guest and depart as family.

See your Virtuoso travel advisor for details.
Image credit: Derek Henderson

Sicily by Steve McCurry

At Silversea we believe that nothing can rival the wonder of our world. Our curious minds propel us not just to keep exploring our
magniﬁcent planet but mostly to experience it. Our mission is to unlock new territories, allow you to go deeper and discover the authentic
beauty of the world that we live in. And It’s no surprise the Mediterranean lands among our favorite destinations to which our ships sail.
After all, this is their home. From Barcelona to the Aegean Sea, our intimate ships explore the farthest reaches of Southern Europe,
anchoring at tiny ports and popular hot spots alike.

LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER
TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY
OF THE WORLD
SAIL TO OVER 900 DESTINATIONS

To reserve your suite, contact your
Virtuoso® travel advisor.

#ThisIsSilversea

FREE ECONOMY CLASS AIR OR BUSINESS
CLASS UPGRADE FOR $699 EACH WAY

PROMO AVAILABLE
FOR LIMITED TIME.

On select 2019 Mediterranean voyages

BOOK NOW.

Inspired By

1.
LE CREUSET
Oval Dutch oven in ‘Provence’
$370, surlatable.com

Herbal essence: Outside
the village of Aurel.

3.
STUDIOPATRÓ
Cross-back linen apron,
$76, food52.com

2.

Provence Purple

Lavender fields forever in the South of France.

4.
A L’OLIVIER
Lavender-infused olive oil,
$10, surlatable.com
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A region beloved by everyone from Vincent van Gogh to Johnny Depp,
Provence lives up to the hype, with its vineyards and olive groves, Roman
ruins, and Riviera glam. Just as legendary as the scenery: the cuisine.
Ratatouille, bouillabaisse, tapenade, salade Niçoise – classic Provençal
dishes showcase the area’s bounty. Make plans to dine your way through
Provence and book a room at Baumanière les Baux-de-Provence, a
73-year-old hideaway backdropped by the low-slung Alpilles mountain
range. The estate comprises a refined jumble of country homes and a
grand manor – 54 rooms in all. There’s a two-Michelin-starred restaurant,
three swimming pools, a 70,000-bottle wine cellar, and more easy French
charm than should be legal. Doubles from $320, including breakfast
daily and one lunch for two.

(LAVENDER FIELD) JEFF VANUGA/GETTY IMAGES, (APRON) JAMES RANSOM/FOOD52

DEAN & DELUCA
French spice mini collection,
$29, deandeluca.com

City to Go

Shoreditch Nonstop
Morning-to-midnight entertainment in
London’s East End trendsetter.
BY MICHAEL FRANK PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DÍS
GO FOR Even Brexit can’t seem to
put the brakes on Shoreditch.
The former rough-and-tumble
East London neighborhood has
transformed its nineteenthcentury mills into work spaces,
boutiques, galleries, and bars
and is flush with tech money and
a young, educated, and diverse
crowd. Yet in the shadow of
towering glass spires, you’ll also
find elegant Georgian homes
and quietly crumbling Roman
ruins. It’s a tasteful mélange of
new Britannia and Old England.

to hunt for souvenirs is among
the nearly 70 outdoor stalls
in the football-pitch-size,
glass-roofed market square.
Designer Mei-Hui recently
launched The Silk Series – a
nod to the district’s woventrades history – which takes
place every Monday through
Wednesday, with nearly 30
vendors focused on silk fashion and art. On Thursdays, the
theme shifts to antiques; you’d
be wise to poke through Malby
Maps’ extraordinary collection
of vintage cartography.

SHOP Though it lacks a traditional

Clockwise from top left: An Ethiopian pour-over at Origin Coffee, Old
Spitalfields Market, Blixen’s crayfish and confit chicken ballotine with
an espresso martini, SCP Ltd., and Huckle the Barber.
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core, nothing feels more like the
vibrant center of Shoreditch
than Old Spitalfields Market
(16 Horner Square), which
dates back 350 years. Highend British outposts include
Belstaff, Rapha, and shoemaker Cheaney, but the place

Stop by housewares designer
SCP Ltd.’s home base in
Shoreditch (135-139 Curtain
Road) to pick up a Welsh woolen
throw, a kitschy pillow, or a
vintage lamp, desk, or chair to
ship home. Its exclusive textiles
are true finds as well.

City to Go

TIP
“Every Sunday, Columbia
Road Flower Market transforms a beautiful Victorian
street into an open-air flower
market. And check out The
Bike Shed, a really cool café
with outrageous motorcycles.”
– Toby Watfa, Virtuoso
travel advisor, London

Clockwise from left: Rebel Rebel flowers at Old Spitalfields Market,
the Dennis Severs’ House, Poppie’s Fish & Chips, and the old and new
look of Shoreditch.

EAT & DRINK It’s impossible to
roam Spitalfields without being
tempted by The Kitchens, which
anchors the market floor with
street-food stalls from some of
East London’s favorite chefs.
You can’t go wrong with one of
the Dumpling Shack’s Shanghaistyle soup dumplings or one of
Happy Endings’ ridiculously
good ice cream sandwiches.
The team behind Blixen (65A
Brushfield Street) converted a
bank into a conservatory, creating the feeling of eating in an
arboretum. A few favorites from
the rotating Mediterraneaninspired menu: house-cured cod
with pickled cauliflower, beet
salad with goat cheese whipped
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into a near crème fraîche airiness, and Gresham duck breast
with rhubarb and licorice.
A block east of the market, Poppie’s Fish & Chips (6-8 Hanbury
Street) has ranked as a finalist
for years in the UK’s National
Fish & Chip Awards. Order the
fried whitebait for the table, and
cod, haddock, or halibut as your
main course. Wash it down with
one of the house-brand beers.
Spike the jet lag with a perfect
macchiato from Origin Coffee
(65 Charlotte Road). Baristas are
serious about their coffee and
pleasantly charming, with no
air of Portlandia pretense about
their house-roasted beans.

DO Look sharper with a haircut
or a wet shave at Huckle the
Barber (340 Old Street). The
space channels a 1920s men’s
club vibe with white-tiled walls,
overstuffed vintage barber
chairs that tilt directly into wash
sinks, and pints of local Howling
Hops beer or tumblers of whiskey offered to patrons.
Artillery Lane and Fournier
Street provide some of the best
examples of eighteenth-century
blocks in all of England. To get a
feel for their original residents,
book in advance for a tour of
the Dennis Severs’ House (18
Folgate Street), which replicates
1730s life in the neighborhood
with period decor and scenes

from the daily life of French
Huguenot silk merchants.

STAY Live the local life in one of
Onefinestay’s 15 Shoreditch
properties. A recommendation: its three-bedroom,
three-story Calvin Street home
a few blocks from Old Spitalfields Market, complete with
a rooftop terrace and views of
the burgeoning East London
skyline. Much like the neighborhood, it blends a modern interior design with exposed brick
walls and oversize windows
that hint at the building’s factory roots. Calvin Street home
from $845 per night (minimum
two-night stay), including a
stocked fridge on arrival.

live life luxuriously

T H E M O S T I N C L U S I V E LU X U RY E X P E R I E N C E T M

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included —
from flights to excursions and from gourmet dining to Unlimited WiFi. Allow us to take care of every detail as you sail
aboard our luxuriously appointed, intimately spacious and all-suite ships to more than 450 destinations in the company
of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

Virtuoso Voyages Benefits on a wide array of voyages:
ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Interview

Why I Travel
Tree Lockie explores the world on her terms.
INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Tree Lockie at the Al Maha
resort in Dubai and (below)
visiting Indian schoolgirls.

T

REE LOCKIE GRABS
people’s attention
wherever she goes.
“Red-carpeted” is the
phrase she uses, as in, “I got redcarpeted in the UAE and soon
enough found myself at the most
exquisite polo match at The
St. Regis.” At 73, she’s tall and
willowy (her look explains why
nobody uses her given name,
Teri) and inevitably at the center
of conversation. “Fascinating
strangers excite me almost
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as much as new places,” says
Lockie, a Los Angeles landscape
and interior designer and retired
health care administrator.
Louisville-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Eleanor Flagler Hardy
ensures Lockie’s adventures
remain A-list worthy.
I started seeing the world
when I got sober and turned
40. I was fleetingly married
for eight years in the ’60s
and have been single since,

My most recent trip was perfection. I was reading one of my
decorator magazines and saw a
picture of the Louvre Abu Dhabi
and thought, “I want to see it,
smell it, feel it.” Eleanor knows
I love art, but also fashion and
animals and adventures, so
she had me sitting on top of
the world at the Burj Khalifa.
I kayaked in mangroves. I did
two different falconry experiences and flopped myself on
the floor at the Saluki Center in
Dubai, surrounded by five saluki
puppies to get my puppy-breath
fix. Even in my elegant Bedouin
Suite at the Al Maha Desert Resort and Spa, a gazelle came up
and drank out of my pool, where
I enjoyed a rare nude swim with
complete privacy.

When you’re on a private tour,
anything’s possible. Eleanor
gave my guides carte blanche
to do whatever I wanted to do.
We were at an animal-trading
festival in Punjab, and I said I
wanted to ride a camel, and I
did. I asked to join schoolgirls
competing in a game of tugof-war, and my guide made it
happen. I gave lessons on how
to do fingernail gels and modeling poses in private homes
because I thought it would be
interesting. People gathered
and applauded me at the end.
We were in the bowels of these
ancient homes in Varanasi, but
(FALCONRY AND SCHOOLGIRLS) TREE LOCKIE, (BALI GARDEN) ROBERTO NISTRI/ALAMY

allowing me the freedom to follow my travel fantasies.

“The first trip
to India was
so extraordinary,
I turned around
and went for
another month.”

it felt perfectly safe because I knew I could
trust these guides.
In Bali, I go to art venues or private
gardens. I’m not a vacation beach
stroller. After all, I live in Los Angeles,
for God’s sake.
Eating healthy on the road? It’s simple:
a sumptuous hotel breakfast with an
oatmeal base and lots of fruit. During the
day, it’s fruits and vegetables and plenty
of hydrating tea or water.
My most transformative moment in travel
happened while shopping in the world’s
largest mall in Dubai in a stunningly chic
boutique. I put on a hijab and an abaya
to buy, and, for the first time, and in only
about three seconds, all my preconceptions and judgments about women
wearing these all-black robes vanished.
I immediately felt elegant and empowered
and connected to the women around me.
I could feel my mind changing.

When I got to that St. Regis polo match,
a lot of people were getting frisky with their
fancy Champagne. Eleanor had me seated
at table no. 1, where they knew to pour me
the most delicious pink bubbly that was
alcohol free. I was in heaven!
My friends from Bangalore, whom I met
on my first train trip in India, are coming
to stay with me in L.A. They do BMW rallies,
so we’re going to the Petersen Automotive
Museum, which is visually stunning. Another
must is the Getty in Brentwood. And we’ll go
to Malibu if they insist. If they want to go to
Disneyland, I’ll indulge them by paying for an
Uber to send them there on their own.

WHERE NEXT?
Romania, Hungary, and Poland. I’d like to go
to Saudi Arabia, now that it’s opening up. My
dream is to get to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
I want to sleep in a yurt and ride a yak and
take the Trans-Siberian Railway from somewhere to nowhere.

Bali serenity.

Seat at the Bar

Night Moves
Waltzing around Budapest’s bar scene is more rewarding than ever.
BY CHADNER NAVARRO PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEFAN FUERTBAUER

B

Clockwise from left:
Warmup’s egg-whitetopped Natsuki, an
espresso break in the
Jewish Quarter, and vintage Drop Shop.
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UDAPEST HAS ALWAYS KNOWN

how to stage a grand night out,
stretching back to the nineteenth
century, when the city hosted
countless annual balls. Some of these
still take place today – along with morehedonistic options to dance the night away
at thermal baths or only-in-Budapest “ruin
pubs” (abandoned buildings reincarnated
as divey, mix-and-match entertainment
complexes). And Hungary’s capital continues to add layers to its collection of indulgences. The most recent influx: innovative
cocktail lounges and wine bars showcasing

local vintages (relatively unknown outside
Hungary) – even more reason to put a strut
in your step.
Tricks and Treats

BOUTIQ’BAR
Barman Zoltan Nagy’s two-floor, sixth district watering hole lures visitors not just
with delicious drinks, but with dynamic
presentations too. Take one of his best
sellers, the Budapest Barbecue: Tart and
herbaceous, thanks to a mix of gin, maple
syrup, peach puree, and cranberry juice,
it’s topped with a hollowed-out, rum-filled

lime, which the bartender sets on fire so you
can use it to roast marshmallows. A bit
kitschy, sure, but Boutiq’Bar, which celebrates its tenth birthday this year, has
amassed a following among cocktail enthusiasts. “No dancing on tables here,” Nagy
says. Paulay Ede utca 5; boutiqbar.hu.

TIP
“You can’t leave Budapest without trying goulash. Three blocks from the
Four Seasons Hotel Gresham Palace is a fabulous restaurant, Rezkakas Bistro,
which served the best bowl I had during my entire trip.”
– Fay Cohen, Virtuoso travel advisor, Sydney, Australia

Glasses Half Full

DROP SHOP
Oenophiles flock to this low-key riverfront
wine bar/shop, where a canary-yellow wall
brightens an otherwise industrial building. Big-name winemakers and cult producers account for the more than 70 wines
offered by the glass, including sparkling
varieties from across Europe and a robust
stock from Hungary. If it’s available, don’t
miss Gizella winery’s 47 Csepp from the
famous Tokaj region – only 600 bottles of
this 2015 blend of furmint and harslevelu
grapes were sold. Bonus: The blackboard’s
by-the-glass lineup changes daily, which
rewards repeat visits. Balassi Balint utca 27;
dropshop.hu.

Go East, Young Man

TUK TUK BAR
You’ll know you’ve found this 25-seat drinking den in downtown Budapest when you
spot the Thai tuk-tuk at its entrance. While
the welcome wagon might lead you to believe that you’re about to be transported to
Bangkok, bar manager Viktor Polgar draws
inspiration from across Asia, especially art
deco Shanghai. The bartenders serve great
classics, but their menu is all about creations
such as the potent Palinka Sour: apricot palinka (a Hungarian brandy) with simple syrup and Disaronno, crowned with egg-white
foam. Paulay Ede utca 31; tuktukbar.hu.

Fisherman’s Bastion provides
panoramic views from Buda’s
Castle Hill.

Dominican Republic

Seat at the Bar

Clockwise from top left: Barside’s Hermitage (vodka, peach nectar, lime, vermouth), preparing a Space Zombie at Boutiq’Bar,
Tuk Tuk’s house martini, precision pours at Warmup, Doblo’s interior, and Drop Shop’s daily wine list.
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The Newcomer

One-Stop Shop

BARSIDE

DOBLO

At this intimate, year-old Madach Imre
Square boîte, head bartender Andras Odor
handpicked all the details – from the darkwood interiors and decorative cattle skull to
the playlist – for an easygoing atmosphere.
Most of his twists on traditional cocktails
are so newfangled, you’d be challenged to
trace their histories. Try the True Icon:
Modeled after a traditional fizz, its medley of Cointreau, lemon juice, homemade
cinnamon-passion-fruit syrup, and a splash
of green tea soda only loosely follows the
original. Madach Imre ut 10.

Easily one of Budapest’s most beautiful nightlife venues, this wine bar inside a nineteenthcentury building, with redbrick walls, arched
windows, and vaulted ceilings, provides a
charming setting in which to catch live music
nightly. With Hungarian wines from more
than 50 vintners, plus a dedicated palinka
selection, Doblo pioneered Budapest’s nowthriving wine bar scene. There’s no wrong
time to visit, but it’s a particularly great postdinner option for dessert wines, such as the
Aszu 6 Puttonyos by Szepsy winery, a 13thgeneration family business. Doblo recently
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added a late-night piano-bar speakeasy in
the basement called Her Majesty the Rabbit.
Dob utca 20; budapestwine.com.
Your Wish Is Their Command

WARMUP
Don’t request a menu at this casual seventh
district bar, which is designed to evoke the
feeling of hanging around the kitchen at a
fabulous house party. Warmup champions
the increasingly popular “dealer’s choice”
concept, in which bartenders create custom drink recipes after quizzing patrons
on their preferences: sweet, smoky, bubbly, favorite color, type of spirit, etcetera. If

open-ended ordering makes you nervous,
fret not: The staff here are exceptionally
adept at everything from molecular mixology to fat washing (infusing spirits with ingredients such as butter and olive oil). Nagy
Diofa utca 26; warmupbudapest.hu.

Down the rabbit hole:
Doblo’s basement speakeasy.

BEST BETS
Our four favorite hotels in Budapest.

The 49-room, music-themed Aria Hotel
Budapest organizes a complimentary
two-hour wine-and-cheese reception
every afternoon. Make sure to head to
its rooftop High Note SkyBar and drink
in the city views. Doubles from $350,
including breakfast daily and a $100 spa
credit or 50-minute massage for two.
Centrally located at Erzsebet Square,
the 200-room Ritz-Carlton Budapest seamlessly combines old-world
architecture, classic service, and
contemporary creature comforts, as in
its design-forward Deak Street Kitchen,
which serves Hungarian-inspired meals
and one of the tastiest cocktails in
town: a smoked, chocolaty riff on the
old-fashioned. Doubles from $440,
including breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.

Also at Erzsebet Square, the 351-room
Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest’s
elegant interiors and Hungarian art collection provide the backdrop for four dining venues, including a Nobu outpost and
Blue Fox the Bar, a sophisticated lounge
known for inventive cocktails. Doubles
from $229, including breakfast daily and
a gift set of macarons, Hungarian wine,
paprika, and embroidered coasters.
The Four Seasons Hotel Gresham
Palace Budapest conveys a regal air
through statues, tiled mosaics, dramatic
cupolas, and 179 guest rooms with soaring ceilings. Bonus: Concierge Peter
Buday can get hotel guests access to
Brody Studios, an exclusive membersonly ruins bar in the sixth district.
Doubles from $559, including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit.

WHERE MYTH MEETS LUXURY
Nestled in a lush nature reserve on a private bay on the Son Tra Peninsula - commonly known to locals as ‘Monkey Mountain’ - the InterContinental Danang
Sun Peninsula Resort is nothing short of magical feast for the senses. Designed by famed architect Bill Bensley, this whimsical retreat is spread out over four
levels which are meant to represent Heaven, Sky, Earth and Sea. Located a short drive from the fascinating UNESCO World Heritage historic town of Hoi
An, the award-winning resort is the perfect setting to slip away into a jungle and beach oasis, while being immersed in the myth and beauty of Vietnam.

InterContinental® Danang Sun Peninsula Resort, Bai Bac, Son Tra Peninsula, Danang, Vietnam.
Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information.

On the Table

Clockwise from left:
McLoons Lobster
Shack and its star
attraction, Dolce
Vita’s Rose Lowell,
and radishes with
citrus and honey
at Primo.

A

Midcoast with the Most
On a gourmet Maine road trip, your tank is always half full.
BY ADAM ERACE PHOTOGRAPHY BY GRETA RYBUS
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SK A GROUP OF MAINERS

to define Midcoast, and
you’ll get different answers.
“As soon as you get north of
Freeport and you feel like you’re no
longer close to Portland,” says one.
“Personally, around Brunswick to
Belfast or Searsport,” says another.
Although the exact poles vary from
local to local, Midcoast Maine exists
somewhere north of Portland and
south of Bangor – as well as in the
imaginations of those who have never
been to Maine but imagine what
Maine might be: wooded islands,
red barns and regatta-ready harbors, lakes hidden like sapphires in
fragrant pine forests, and lobster, of
course. But in this central part of the
state you’ll also find brilliant Thai
food, crusty Montreal-style bagels,
and pop-up pizzerias from Tuscan
nomads. So steer off I-95 and onto
coastal Route 1: The back way adds
more than an hour to the drive, but
you’ll need the extra time to eat.
This road trip begins in Portland,
which, as the aforementioned locals have established, is not technically Midcoast. But most Midcoast
visitors inevitably take in the state’s
largest city and its electric food scene.
“Luck and timing” have something to do with it, says Maine food

C oc o Be ach C l u b — D eb u t in g D ec emb er 20 19

E L E VAT E Y O U R
B E A C H D AY

P E R F E C T DAY AT C O C O C AY
This isn’t vacation time spent. It’s ever y moment elevated at Coco Beach ClubSM . Savor new Mediterranean
flavors. Then find per fect ten zen at the beachfront infinit y pool. And bring a little Bora Bora to your getaway
in the only over water cabanas in the Bahamas, where you can kick back and cue the views.
Only on Royal Caribbean® , debuting December 2019.

BO O K YO U R A DV E N T U R E N OW
Conta ct your Vir tuoso Travel Advisor to learn more about Vir tuoso Exclusive Benefits.
2017 VIRTUOSO

®

Best Multi-Generational
Program – Cruise

WINNER

Coco Beach Club and overwater cabanas are scheduled to open December 2019. Images and messaging for Perfect Day at CocoCay reﬂect current design concepts and may include artistic renderings. All destination features and experiences, and related delivery timing
for these features, are currently in development and are subject to change without notice. Perfect Day and CocoCay are registered trademarks of Royal Caribbean. ©2018 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 18062475 • 5/16/2018

On the Table
writer Anestes Fotiades of Portland’s vibrant restaurant community. “But on a
more practical level, the bounty of the
ocean and Maine’s farms are right there.”
Couple that with the generational impact
of the mid-twentieth-century back-to-theland movement and the more recent migration of chefs from other big cities, and you’ve
got a recipe for regional culinary excellence.
If you plan just one dinner in Portland,
you can’t go wrong with the daily specials
at Drifters Wife, a restaurant and naturalwine bar run by Brooklyn transplants, or
with the aromatic chicken pho and toasted
pandan pound cake at Cong Tu Bot. Otherwise, kick off the day with a cup of campfire-y wood-roasted coffee from Speckled
Ax and hit the road.
YOUR FIRST STOP IS ABOUT HALF AN

hour north, at the Purple House, a woodfired bakery in the quiet village of North
Yarmouth. Krista Kern Desjarlais, a chef
well known to Mainers from her former
restaurant, Bresca, is the queen of this

berry-colored cottage. Her brick oven turns
out superior za’atar and maple-sugared
Montréal-style bagels. Bathed in sunlight,
the communal dining table begs you to
stay for a strawberry tart, but the longest
uninterrupted stretch of road lies ahead –
75 miles. Destination: lobster.
The route to McLoons Lobster Shack
leads through towns such as Bath and
Damariscotta and across no less than ten
bridges – some, long concrete straightaways like the one skimming the cobalt
surface of the Sheepscot River; others, tiny
storybook things you’d expect trolls to live
under. Everywhere, you get the sense that
this place was reclaimed from water. You’ll
find McLoons on Spruce Head Island: “a
true lobstering island,” says Bree Douty,
whose family owns the shack and the wharf
that supplies it with sweet cold-water crustaceans. “Many of the island’s houses are
home to people who live here year-round,
including lobstermen.”
The Doutys’ cherry-red shack with a walkup window sits right beside the water, and

QUINTESSENTIALLY MAINE
Four great Maine resorts within easy
striking distance of Midcoast.

Originally opened by a sea captain’s
savvy wife in 1872, the 226-room
Cliff House Maine, true to its name,
overlooks the ocean on a sheer bluff
just south of Ogunquit. Age aside, the
resort is full of modern touches, from
Tesla charging stations to the nitrogen
tap system for never-ending cold brew
at the recently opened café. Doubles
from $509, including breakfast daily
and a $100 resort credit.
A Kennebunk legend, Relais & Châteaux’s 26-room Grace White Barn
Inn & Spa has attracted locals and
visitors for more than 150 years. Accommodations in the garden-fringed
estate range from cozy rooms in the
original farmhouse to freestanding
cottages equipped with wood-burning fireplaces. Doubles from $410,
including breakfast daily and a $100
resort credit.
Tucked away in a birch and pine forest
about two miles inland from Goose
Rocks Beach, Hidden Pond is the
summer camp of adult dreams, with
watercolor painting classes, s’mores
bonfires, a working farm, a tree-house
spa, and 36 meticulously designed
cottages linked by wooded paths.
Doubles from $999, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

Clockwise from bottom left: Drifters Wife’s
interior and its hake with lentils, littleneck
clams, and agretti; Cong Tu Bot chef Vien
Dobui and his chicken pho; and Owls Head
Lighthouse – assisting mariners since 1852.
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Just south of Portland on Cape
Elizabeth, the Inn by the Sea counts
Crescent Beach State Park and Kettle
Cove as its backyard, making it a
family favorite. And family includes
four-legged members: The 61-room
resort welcomes pets with dog-bed
turndown service and canine massages. Human massages, meanwhile,
take place at the inn’s marine-productfocused spa. Doubles from $559,
including breakfast daily and a $100
spa credit.

Caribbean

CAST AWAY
TO THE

Sands soft as spun sugar beneath your toes. The lulling sounds of the ocean, its salt-sweet mist carried on a cooling breeze. Curving palms casting the perfect
shade under a tropical sun. Let the islands of Aruba, the Bahamas and Jamaica cast an enchanting spell over you.
In Aruba, where year-round sunshine tempered by trade winds and combined with a cheerful blend of cultures makes this One Happy Island. Guests will enjoy
daily full American breakfast for two, welcome amenity, early check-in/late check-out and more at the Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort, Spa & Casino.
Whether over-the-top festivals or awe-inspiring aquatic experiences—like the world’s largest open-air marine habitat—it IS better in the Bahamas! The Cove at
Atlantis welcomes guests with daily continental breakfast for two, a room upgrade, $100 food and beverage credit and early check-in/late check-out.
Reggae might be the first thing you think of Jamaica, but the Home of All Right is also home to gorgeous beaches, cuisine that makes your taste buds sing,
and a lingering British charm. At Half Moon Jamaica guests receive daily full breakfast for two, welcome gift, $100 spa credit and a room upgrade.

Half Moon Jamaica

Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort, Spa & Casino

The Cove at Atlantis

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!
Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Amenities listed are subject to availability and vary by resort. Amenities are valid for travel through 12/31/18. Blackout dates may apply. Amenities not applicable to all room
categories. Room upgrades are subject to availability at time of check-in and vary by room category that is booked. Room upgrades may not be available for all room categories that are booked. Early-in/late checkout is subject to availability. Food & beverage credits and spa credits are per room, per stay. Welcome amenity and welcome gift is per room, per stay. Additional restrictions and exclusions may apply. Information
is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing of this ad. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, Washington UBI #602 425 801.. LF 18854_DF_5.15.18

On the Table

Clockwise from top
left: Free-ranging at
Primo, Purple House
pastries, a typical
harbor scene, Long
Grain’s Ravin Nakjaroen and Paula Palakawong, its pad kee
mao, and fresh pizza
from Dolce Vita.

BETWEEN MEALS
Food isn’t the only reason to come to Midcoast. Families will want to plan a visit to
Monkey C Monkey Do (698 Bath Road; monkeycmonkeydo.com), a high-ropes adventure course in Wiscasset. In Rockland, the Farnsworth Art Museum (16 Museum
Street; farnsworthmuseum.org) features roughly 15,000 works by American artists, including Andrew Wyeth and Joseph DeCamp. Searsport’s Penobscot Marine Museum
(2 Church Street; penobscotmarinemuseum.org) at Midcoast’s northern end celebrates
the region’s seafaring history. Belfast offers great shopping for everything from locally
made preserves and granola at café/market Chase’s Daily (96 Main Street; chasesdaily.me)
to antique volumes at Old Professor’s Bookshop (99 Main Street; oldprofessorsbooks.
com), a fantastic bookseller.
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the views are so quintessential Maine postcard – boats swaying in the navy bay, framed
by tall, spiky evergreens – you half expect
a skywriter to fly by spelling out “Wish You
Were Here!” Savor a lobster roll, a top-split
bun overflowing with succulent “TKC” (tail,
knuckle, claw meat) and glossed with melted
butter, at one of the picnic tables. Drink in the
views a final time and resume course.
Follow State Route 73 north about 15
minutes to Primo, Melissa Kelly’s legendary restaurant and farm in Rockland. Stroll
among the gooseberry bushes, quince trees,
and pepper patches until Kelly opens the
doors at 5 pm, then head upstairs for a couple
of oysters, a wedge of Maine cheese, and
house cider at the copper-topped bar, where
some seats are always reserved for walk-ins.
Rockport follows Rockland, then comes
Camden, the picturesque and popular harbor town that’s home to Long Grain, a storefront restaurant with mismatched chairs,
wood tables, and some of the best Southeast
Asian cooking in America. Enjoy chef Ravin
Nakjaroen’s herbaceous Vietnamese salad
and fluffy fried rice threaded with Maine
crab while locals breeze in and out, nonchalantly scooping up take-out orders.
If you happen to visit Midcoast on a Friday,
there’s another great dinner option available
only that night. Cross through Camden to
the next town, Lincolnville. Here the road
slopes down to Lincolnville Beach, a narrow
crescent of sand and scrub framed by opposing lobster pounds. Hook a hard left on
Beach Road, which curls inland to Rose Lowell’s Dolce Vita Farm & Bakery, where she
makes outstanding pizzas topped with farmgrown ingredients in a wood-fired oven
named Arabella until 7 pm.
Head back to Route 1 and check the specials sign outside 29-year-old Chez Michel:
If raspberry or blueberry pie is spelled out
in marquee letters, grab a slice to go for dessert and take it down to the scruffy shore.
Lincolnville Beach is far from the prettiest
in Midcoast Maine, but the dark, seaweedwreathed sand is soft, and the water is just
as inviting as any cove. Locals throw a bonfire here every December to mark the start
of the holiday season, but even at the height
of summer, the air is crisp and fire-appropriate as the sun goes down on a perfect day
on Midcoast Maine.

(MAP) DENNIS ERIKSSON

DINING DIRECTORY
 Drifters Wife
59 Washington Avenue, Portland; drifterswife.com
 Cong Tu Bot
57 Washington Avenue, Portland; congtubot.com
 Speckled Ax
567 Congress Street, Portland; speckledax.com
 Purple House
378 Walnut Hill Road, North Yarmouth;
thepurplehousebakery.com
 McLoons Lobster Shack
315 Island Road, Spruce Head Island;
mcloonslobster.com
 Primo
2 Main Street, Rockland; primorestaurant.com
 Long Grain
31 Elm Street, Camden; longgraincamden.com
 Dolce Vita Farm & Bakery
488 Beach Road, Lincolnville;
dolcevitafarmandbakery.com
 Chez Michel
2530 Atlantic Highway, Lincolnville
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Inn by
the Sea

EXCLUSIVELY YOURS
SeaDream is the perfect venue for exclusive charters & small groups
whether they are corporate incentives or family celebrations.
Personalized Luxury · 112 Guests · 95 Award-Winning Crew · 5-Star Cuisine
Inclusive Pricing · 3 - 14 Day Mediterranean & Caribbean Voyages

Out & About

Best spot in the
house: Watching the
world go by from a
train vestibule.

Bound
for Glory
Roll through the
Canadian Rockies like
a pampered pioneer.
BY LISA WOGAN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KARI MEDIG
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O

N A WARM AUTUMN MORNING IN

the small community of Canoe in
central British Columbia, Doris
Lund stands on her porch waving.
Her yellow T-shirt and yellow house pop
against an indigo sky. As if on cue, Canada
geese cross overhead in a classic V formation. I wave back, because it’s what you do on
board the Rocky Mountaineer.
It seems like everyone we pass greets the
train. These sleek blue-and-gold cars ply the

routes that unified the country 133 years ago
and are a source of national pride. But perhaps
no one is more devoted to the ritual than Doris. There was that day when she didn’t appear:
Concern pulsed among the crew until she was
spotted from the last car, running out her door,
wearing only a towel and flapping both arms at
the retreating train.
After all, tradition and hospitality must be
maintained. By the second day of my three-day
journey from Vancouver to Banff and Jasper

national parks, I know this.
I also know we won’t be setting any landspeed records. We average 30 miles per hour,
a pace that makes it possible to be the last
one in the car to hear “bear!” “bighorn!” “osprey!” and still have a chance of spotting it.
My other early lesson is to stop checking my
cell phone. The connection is delightfully inconsistent. I power down by Rainbow Canyon and allow the stories being told by our
crew to become my news feed.
The team of four animated young hosts
in our car is expert at reeling out fascinating skeins of narrative – about glaciers, the
salmon life cycle, First Nations culture,
gold prospectors, and, of course, the rails
themselves. Not long after passing Doris,
we reach Craigellachie, where the last spike
in the coast-to-coast railroad was struck in
1885. Train manager Barry Crawford chokes
up a bit when he talks about it.
This is slow travel at its best through time
and unerring beauty. I’m in GoldLeaf Service, the line’s top of two classes, where the
custom-built cars are bilevel. Up top, comfy

TIP
“The Rocky Mountaineer’s menu is inspired by the regions the
train passes through, and produce is sourced from local farms in
Ashcroft and Savona. Each route and day has its own unique menu.
Last year, chefs prepared 45,000 pancakes for the train’s passengers
and served 9,600 pounds of strawberries.”
– Lisa Niver, Virtuoso travel advisor, Sherman Oaks, California

The Rocky Mountaineer chugs
through Kamloops, B.C.

SMALL SHIP CRU IS ING

Unforgettable... the Joy of Traveling Small.
90+ years of award-winning travel expertise combines with unique destination experiences in Europe, Latin America, Asia
and Antarctica. All inclusive – from shore excursions to gratuities – in one upfront price with no options sold... travel with
Tauck Directors averaging 10 years’ service... and enjoy an intimate onboard atmosphere. Go where the big ships can’t go.

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS
2019 cruises are ready to book now! Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Out & About
reclining seats under glass-domed ceilings offer 360-degree views. Below, locally
sourced, multicourse breakfasts and lunches (don’t skip anything with blueberries) are
served on white tablecloths. The open-air
platform at the back of the car offers the simple pleasure of mountain air and warm sun.
There are no sleeper cars, and that’s a
good thing. This isn’t scenery you want to
pass through with your eyes closed. The
train stops for stays at spectacular hotels
at the end of each day, giving passengers
a chance to stretch their legs and explore
more via boots, bikes, and boats.
Based in Vancouver, the Rocky Mountaineer runs two- to seven-day routes to Alberta
either east through Kamloops to Banff, or
north and then east through Whistler and
Quesnel to Jasper. Another route, south to
Seattle, hugs the coast and the Puget Sound
shoreline. (All routes run back to Vancouver
as well.) Guests hail from around the world,
but my car features many travelers from
Commonwealth countries, including several
couples celebrating special events. English
newlyweds on honeymoon kicked off our
journey with the ceremonial sounding of
the whistle, and we’ll toast a pair celebrating
their 65th anniversary before we’re finished.
THE GRANDEUR AMPS UP WITH THE AL-

titude as we reverse engineer the route of
nineteenth-century explorers. We climb
from wide-open agricultural lands outside
Vancouver through the narrowing canyons
of the Fraser Valley (clinching tight at Hell’s
Gate), across desert and among strange rock
spires known as hoodoos, until, in dramatic
fashion toward the end of the second day, we
plunge into the dark heart of two mountains
via a pair of 1907 tunnels that spiral through
granite. A stupendous engineering effort
reduced the once-harrowing grade. On the
other side, Banff National Park reveals its
Rocky Mountain glory in twilight.
After a night of downy comfort at the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise and a morning
watching the Victoria Glacier trade its dark
mantle for purple, then pink, then white, we
board the motor coach to Jasper. The promise of the famously picturesque Icefields
Parkway – and a chance to walk on (and drink
from) the Athabasca Glacier – mitigates
some regrets over leaving the train and its

68

V I RT U O S O L I F E

Clockwise from top left: Pre-journey selfies in Kamloops, a window on wildlife,
host Ben Direen, and a locally sourced breakfast on board.

charms behind. The coach takes us past a
mammoth ice field that feeds three oceans,
and among iridescent lakes and changeable
rivers to deposit me, like glacial till, along
the shores of Lac Beauvert at the Fairmont
Jasper Park Lodge.
Here, I join a group around a campfire set
among cabins. Classic red-and-black plaid
blankets keep off the evening chill. It’s a
clear night, and the world’s second-largest
Dark Sky Preserve offers a star-packed view.
Serenaded by bugling elks, we spy ghostly

white forms in the sky. It’s the boundary of
the northern lights. The full radiant spectrum of the aurora borealis doesn’t quite
reach the lodge tonight (although it does on
many others).
Before I can register disappointment,
a six-point bull steps into the beam of my
neighbor’s flashlight. Everyone takes a deep
breath. For no good reason, except the example of the past three days and the excellent Okanagan Valley red we’ve been sipping
all night, I wave at him.

ON TRACK
Storied days, congenial nights in Canada’s wild west.

GO Based in Vancouver,
British Columbia, the Rocky
Mountaineer travels several
routes north and south along
the coast and east to Alberta,
from spring through early fall.
The First Passage to the West
Connector includes a day and
night in Vancouver, a night
in Kamloops, three in Banff,
one in Lake Louise, and one
in Jasper, plus tours of Banff,
Lake Louise, and the Icefields
Parkway. Departures: April
through October; from $3,141
for GoldLeaf Service and
$2,194 for SilverLeaf, including
hotel accommodations.
STAY Set the dial to 1927 for
your Canadian time travel at

the Rosewood Hotel Georgia
in downtown Vancouver. The
156-room hotel celebrates
its Roaring Twenties heritage
in everything from art deco
details (mod chandeliers and
carved moldings) to an absinthe fountain and live music
on weekends in the moody
Prohibition bar. Doubles from
$566, including breakfast daily
and a $100 hotel credit.
Mainline the era of rail greatness at two luxury properties
conjured to wow early train
travelers. First: Tucked among
peaks and glaciers on an emerald lake, the 552-room Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise
is pure Swiss castle. Admire it

from a 26-foot cedar-strip-andcanvas canoe with a historian
as your guide during a paddle
on the lake ($50, adults; $25,
children). Doubles from $620,
including a welcome amenity,
breakfast daily, and a souvenir
portrait session with a professional photographer.
The second, Fairmont Jasper
Park Lodge divides its 446
rooms among a stone-andtimber lodge and cedar cabins
(all recently rejuvenated
after a multiyear renovation)
sprinkled along the shore of
yet another glacier-fed lake.
Doubles from $582, including
a welcome gift, breakfast daily,
and a $100 hotel credit.

Onboard host
Laurie Mulgrew delivers good cheer
in the glass-roofed
top level of a GoldLeaf Service car.

The heart of Europe is closer than you think

Ghent

Flanders, Belgium with its six beautifully preserved art cities
Antwerp, Bruges, Brussels, Ghent, Leuven and Mechelen is closer than you think. We are in the heart of Europe and
less than 2 hours away from Amsterdam, London, Paris and Cologne. Visit Flanders on your next vacation to Europe.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW & NOTEWORTHY
HOTEL EXPERIENCES
This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso-preferred hotels and
resorts offers exceptional experiences and exclusive amenities
you'll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

DUBLIN, IRELAND

Shangri-La
Hotel, Ulaanbaatar

Sagamore
Pendry Baltimore

The Shelbourne,
Dublin

An exceptional sanctuary
in the heart of the city is
walking distance from the
Government House and
Chinggis Khan Square.

Poised on historic Recreation
Pier, this 1914 property
embodies Charm City’s
storied past and
reimagined future.

Immerse
inhotel
the
This
sleek,yourself
boutique
elegance
of this
centuries-old
reflects the
intrinsic
beauty,
majestic
nestled
in of
the
energy,retreat
and rich
culture
center of Dublin.
downtown
Seattle.

Elegant guest rooms offer panoramic
vistas and a fusion of contemporary
and indigenous design. Enjoy meals
paired with outdoor city views at
Naadam, feast on Dongbei fare at
Hutong, or opt for international
cuisine at Café Park, a unique opentheater kitchen.

Curated artwork fills custom suites
and guest rooms decorated in
warm wood and cool stone. Dine
on inspired Italian fare, sip premium
whiskies on the waterside pool deck,
and unwind at the Healing Path spa.
The open-air courtyard is a perfect
place to relax at the end of your day.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: Complimentary
one-way private airport transfers.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: Ten percent
off best available rates when booked
at least 14 days in advance.

Settle into gracious rooms and
enjoy pampering spa treatments.
Ireland’s most historic drawing
room, The Lord Mayor’s Lounge
is home to the timeless tradition
of Afternoon Tea. Delight in the
luxurious surroundings, illuminated
with a shimmering Waterford Crystal
chandelier accompanied by the
gentle music of the resident pianist.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One lunch
or dinner for up to two people
per room.

PUNTA CANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

PARIS, FRANCE

BAIERSBRONN, GERMANY

Tortuga Bay
Hotel

Sofitel Paris
Le Faubourg

Hotel Traube
Tonbach

Miles of sugar-sand
beaches and warm, sapphire
waters surround this
tropical paradise.

The spirit of Parisian fashion
and luxury reigns supreme
in this sumptuous City of
Light retreat.

Surrounded by fragrant fir
trees and rolling hills, this
historic, family-owned hotel
is nestled in the Black Forest.

Enjoy tennis, golf, and countless
water sports. Hike in the nearby
ecological reserve with freshwater
lagoons. Relax in authentic Dominican
villas and indulge in treatments at
the only Six Senses Spa in North
America. Stay a minimum of three
nights from now through October 31,
2018 and receive 25 percent off.

Soothing elegance and modern design
define new suites and the magnificent
Couture apartment with breathtaking
city views. Relax in the garden or
on the terrace. Delight in delicious
Parisian fare at Bar du Faubourg. Stay
three nights and receive 25 percent
off or stay five nights and receive 30
percent off.

Spacious rooms offer modern
amenities. Start your day with yoga,
or join a guided hiking or biking tour
to take in the local beauty. Conclude
your day with winetasting. Savor
multiple dining options, including the
three Michelin-starred restaurant,
Schwarzwaldstube.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One 30-minute
massage per adult, per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One dinner for
up to two people per room.

ADVERTISEMENT

TAKE YOUR TRAVEL TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Discover more than 1,250 top hotels and resorts around the world
where Virtuoso travelers enjoy these exclusive amenities:
ROOM UPGRADE, WHEN AVAILABLE • BREAKFAST FOR TWO DAILY •
EARLY CHECK-IN AND LATE CHECKOUT, WHEN AVAILABLE •
COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI • VIRTUOSO AMENITY

LA FORTUNA, COSTA RICA

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

NANDAIME, NICARAGUA

Tabacón Thermal
Resort & Spa

Conrad
Fort Lauderdale Beach

Nekupe Sporting Resort
& Retreat

Jerusalem’s
AtOverlooking
the base of majestic
Arenal
ancient
walls,
this
landmark
Volcano, savor the
exotic
hotel lies
in the
heart
of rain
a
splendor
of the
Costa
Rican
city
steeped
in
thousands
of
forest amid natural hot springs.
years of history, culture,
Indulge in tranquil
outdoor spa
and tradition.

Rejuvenate your spirit at this
new, oceanfront, all-suite resort
on Fort Lauderdale’s exclusive
North Beach.

This dreamy sanctuary sits
atop miles of lush forest canopy
and overlooks spectacular
Mombacho Volcano.

treatments and retreat to rooms
decorated by local artisans. Dine
at two open-air restaurants and sip
tropical cocktails in your choice of four
bars. Receive a complimentary third
night when you book two consecutive
nights in select suites.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
spa credit per stay.

Spacious accommodations create
an ideal summer retreat for families.
Enjoy world-inspired specialties at
the Conrad's four restaurants, work
out in the 24-hour fitness center,
and soak up panoramic vistas from
the sixth-floor Sky Deck. Stay three
nights and receive 15 percent off
your entire stay.

Within this 1,800-acre Nicaraguan
nature reserve, sample traditional
dishes and relax in single bungalows
or a 24,000-square-foot residence.
Enjoy endless outdoor adventures,
rejuvenating spa treatments, and
sunset dips in the pool. Discover
native wildlife and fauna at the on-site
animal sanctuary.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
resort credit per stay.

fort lauderdale beach

In My Bag

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Rimowa Topas
suitcase has joined me in
Venice for many biennales, on my 45th birthday with my mom at Le
Sirenuse in Positano, and
in the south of France with
my family, as well as on
overnights in Connecticut
and a trip to visit my parents in Georgia. I take this
22-by-16-inch bag if I’m
going for three days, three
weeks, or three months,
and I never check it.

2. My Le Sirenuse
bathing suit. Carla Sersale
pours her heart and soul
into every object on the
shelf and every piece of
clothing hanging on the
rack at Emporio Sirenuse.
The bathing suits she
designs are cut so well
and last a lifetime.

My Travel Essentials

3. Kelly Rutherford’s
14-karat-gold star bracelet
never leaves my wrist.

4.

I wear Billy Reid
Arlington leather sneakers all day when traveling
and change into heels
before dinner.

5.

I have hopeless
eyelashes and don’t like to
wear mascara. DermaConcepts RapidLash
serum from Knockout
Beauty really works.

6.

My Louis Vuitton
Leopard Grafﬁti stole
serves as a mini blanket
on ﬂights.

7. For a decade I’ve
used Essie’s Pink Glove
Service nail polish. It’s
only a hint of pink, so
touch-ups are easy.

8. I’m never without
a chocolate bar. Chocolove’s Ginger Crystallized
in Dark Chocolate has
the perfect tangy bits
layered throughout.

Gallery owner Blair Clarke packs light and drinks in the culture.
PORTRAIT BY BALL & ALBANESE

F

OR THE 45-YEAR-OLD OWNER
of the contemporary Voltz
Clarke Gallery in Manhattan,
travels almost always center
around art, from a trip to Russia for
the Takashi Murakami retrospective at
Moscow’s Garage Museum to a Mexico
City jaunt for museum visits and meetings with a collector. The mother of two
values the break from New York’s bustle:
“I’m a better wife, mother, and businessperson when I allow myself these
travel experiences,” she says. And she’s
a die-hard minimalist packer. “Anyone
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7.
who knows me laughs about my ability to
travel with next to nothing,” she says. “I’d
much rather wear the same frock and
buy memorable local treasures when I
arrive at my destination.” She calls her
Virtuoso travel advisors “essential.” “I
never fear when plans go wonky,” she
says. “I’ve texted in the middle of the
night in a panic on many occasions, and
they’re always there, offering a sound
solution.” Up next: a family journey to
London this summer to see The Mastaba, Christo’s new large-scale sculpture
on the Serpentine Lake in Hyde Park.

8.

2.

Leave your phone and answer
the call of the wild.

In a world of great escapes, The Florida Keys & Key West stand
alone. With hundreds of miles of warm, clear water, endless
watersports, world-class fishing and diving and a thriving
cultural scene, you’re free to run off and explore. Then
again, with luxury accommodations and fine island
cuisine, don’t venture too far. For reservations,
call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
fla.keys.com

OUR FAVORITE PLACES

BE RIGHT BACK

(MACHU PICCHU) TBRADFORD/GETTY IMAGES, (NEW ZEALAND) SIMON BRADFIELD/GETTY IMAGES, (TUSCANY) WALTER ZERLA/
GALLERY STOCK, (MEDITERRANEAN) FRASER HALL/GETTY IMAGES, (HAWAII) GALLERY STOCK, (PARIS) LUIGI VACCARELLA/ESTOCK
PHOTO, (GREECE) GUENTER GUNI/GETTY IMAGES

EIGHT DREAM DESTINATIONS WORTH SEEING MORE THAN ONCE. BY AMY CASSELL

The destinations on our list, clockwise from top left: Machu Picchu, New Zealand, Tuscany, the Mediterranean, Hawaii, Paris, South Africa, and Greece.

WE’RE CALLING FOR A moratorium on the phrase “once in a lifetime” – at least as it applies to travel. There’s nothing wrong with visiting the same
place twice. You can’t possibly see all of New Zealand in one two-week trip, for example, and we’re strong proponents of the annual Hawaiian jaunt or long
weekend in Paris. The destinations on the following pages finished in the top eight of our recent online Travel Dreams Tournament, a social media competition
in which thousands of votes were cast to determine the ultimate vacation destination. With help from Virtuoso travel advisors, we’ve gathered some ideas
for your first time and your next time in each place. (We won’t stop you from planning a third, fourth, or fifth visit, either.)

J U LY | AU G U ST 2 0 1 8
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MACHU PICCHU + PERU
Adventure reaches new heights in South America.
It may be Machu Picchu that carries Peru to the top of many wish lists – it’s this year’s Travel Dreams Tournament
champion – but that’s just the beginning. “Very few places in the world rival Peru for sheer variety of landscapes and
dramatically different regions,” says Geordie McDonald, a Calgary-based Virtuoso advisor. “There’s so much more to
discover beyond those mist-shrouded peaks in the Andes.”

Make a Machu Picchu pilgrimage.

Fly into Lima, McDonald recommends, and spend a few
days sampling the city’s culinary gems before heading
to the Sacred Valley on your way to Machu Picchu. “My
best advice is to spend at least one night at Machu
Picchu rather than day-tripping from Cuzco [a threehour train ride away], so you really have time to explore,”
McDonald says. Guests at the 85-room Inkaterra
Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel can access the stone city
first thing in the morning via a 25-minute bus ride or a
one-hour walk. Doubles from $500, including welcome
amenities, breakfast daily, and one complimentary
25-minute massage for two.

NEXT TIME

Kick the exploration up a notch.

Before the Inca flourished here, several other civilizations called Peru home, including the Chachapoya, who
built the sixth-century settlement of Kuelap – one of the
largest pre-Inca ruins in South America. “For the more
adventurous, I highly recommend a trip to northern Peru
to see these massive ruins,” McDonald says. “The site
is seldom visited and will prove to be a treasured travel
experience.” Big Five Tours & Expeditions customizes trips to the area, including an 11-day adventure that
features a Kuelap visit, a hike to a hidden waterfall, and
more. Departures: Any day through 2018; from $600
per person per day.

From left: Machu Picchu, one of the city’s photogenic
llamas, and Kuelap, the former home of the Chachapoya
people – aka the “Warriors of the Clouds.”

GO HIGHER: “Huayna Picchu – the peak rising above Machu Picchu – offers a great vantage point,” McDonald says. “However, I call
this a do and a don’t: It’s great if you want a fantastic view over the citadel and can handle the climb, but skip Huayna if you’re
afraid of heights. It’s very steep and intense, with many precipitous drops behind you.”
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FIRST TIME

NEW ZEALAND
Natural wonders on tap in the land of kiwis.
Black-sand beaches, bright-green pastures that fade into the horizon, alpine lakes, vineyard-lined valleys – New Zealand is
a sweeping cinematic masterpiece. (Have you seen The Lord of the Rings?) “There’s amazing food and wine, adventure for
days, and friendly locals who really know how to unwind in pristine beauty,” says Cassandra Bookholder, a
travel advisor from Phoenix. “It’s easy to make a second, third, or fourth trip.”

NEXT TIME

Slow down on the South Island.

FIRST TIME Lodge-hop from north to south.
The more time in New Zealand, the better, advises
Bookholder, who recommends two weeks for a ﬁrst visit.
Your travel advisor can work with Southern Crossings, a
Virtuoso on-site tour connection in the country, to line up
the Middle-earth essentials: Make sure your ﬁrst itinerary
includes a day or two in Auckland, a soak in the Waikite
Valley Thermal Pools outside Rotorua, a helicopter tour
from Queenstown to Milford Sound, and a road trip to
the South Island’s Franz Josef Glacier, for starters. “They
know all the special people and secret places that will
make your experience incredible,” Bookholder says. “And
lodges are a must when possible. Places like Otahuna
Lodge near Christchurch and The Farm at Cape Kidnappers on the North Island are destinations in themselves.”

(MOUNT TARANAKI) BEERPIXS/
GETTY IMAGES, (JACKET) PIOTR
POLACZYK/GETTY IMAGES

Getting around New Zealand is easy – daily ﬂights and
ferries connect the North and South islands, and your
GPS works almost everywhere – but all that transit is
still time-consuming. “When travelers go back to New
Zealand, they realize they can really focus on one place
properly,” Bookholder says. Base a return trip at Minaret
Station Alpine Lodge – a four-chalet Southern Alps
escape accessible only by helicopter – and ﬁll days
with ﬂightseeing adventures, farm tours, guided hiking
excursions, and more. Doubles from $1,693, including all
meals and beverages. Round-trip helicopter lodge transfers, $1,347 per person.

New Zealand’s natural beauty, from left: Mount Taranaki
on the North Island, and Southern Alps views at Minaret
Station Alpine Lodge.

DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT: “You’ll experience four seasons in one day, no matter what time of year or which island you’re on,” Bookholder says. “Wear layers and pack gloves, beanies, and windbreakers.”
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OUR FAVORITE PLACES

TUSCANY
Fine art, memorable meals, and that classic Italian countryside.
This is the Italy we’d leave it all behind for: famed vineyards and storybook villages, frescoed museums and medieval
stone bridges. And you know what’s really fantastico? The region’s cuisine. “No other place in the world moves me like
Italy,” says Janet McLaughlin, a Cincinnati-based travel advisor. “Tuscany epitomizes romance.” If we can’t stay forever in
one of the region’s hilltop castles, returning often is a solid second best.

FIRST TIME

Make Florence your hub.

“Florence is the heart of Tuscany and the birthplace of the Renaissance,” McLaughlin says. “There’s so much to see before venturing
out into the countryside.” Check into the 80-room Hotel Savoy –
which recently emerged from a six-month renovation – and spend at
least four days there. McLaughlin’s suggestions: guided tours of the
Accademia Gallery (home to Michelangelo’s David) and the Ufﬁzi, a
day trip out of the city for winetasting or trufﬂe hunting, and plenty
of free time to wander, stopping for selﬁes in the Piazzale Michelangelo and bistecca alla Fiorentina (Florentine steak) at tiny, whitetableclothed ristoranti. Doubles from $537, including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit.

Pedal through the countryside.

Beyond Florence, Tuscany is deﬁned by charming hilltop hamlets –
Siena, Radda, and Pienza, to name a few – and the winding roads that
connect them, dotted with turreted castles and monasteries-turnedhotels. Destinations are spread out, so McLaughlin suggests renting
a car or hopping on a bike. Butterﬁeld & Robinson’s six-day Tuscany
group biking tour covers all of the above, with stops for winetasting
and multicourse lunches along the way. Departures: Multiple dates,
July 1 through September 23; from $4,995.
From left: A moment with David at the Accademia Gallery
and the postcard-worthy Tuscan hamlet of Manciano.

WINE DOWN: “Tuscany is known for full and hearty reds that complement the region’s cuisine,” McLaughlin says. She sends travelers to
Ricasoli, one of Italy’s oldest wine estates and the birthplace of Chianti.
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NEXT TIME

THE MEDITERRANEAN
Summer’s ultimate on-the-water getaway.
Just say “the Med” and you can already imagine watching the Riviera come into view from the bow of a yacht, wandering through cities steeped in centuries of history, and sipping Aperol spritzes on clifftop terraces. “There’s a special light
along the French Riviera that reﬂects the blue of the Mediterranean,” says Leslie Fambrini, an advisor from Los Altos,
California. “It has inﬂuenced and inspired famous painters for years.”

FIRST TIME

Cruise in style.

There’s a reason so many ships call the Mediterranean home each
summer: “A cruise provides an overview of the region, with an ease of
access that lets you sample many places on an initial visit,” Fambrini
says. Unpack on Crystal Cruises’ 1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity
for a 12-day Barcelona-to-Venice sailing that calls on Saint-Tropez,
Sorrento, Kotor, and more. Departure: August 19; from $4,785.

(AMALFI COAST) BUENA VISTA IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES, (ESPADRILLES) SOLUDOS

NEXT TIME

Clockwise from top left:
The Amalfi Coast, Belmond
Hotel Caruso, and the
Crystal Serenity in Monaco.

Find your coast.

You get to see it all on a cruise, but chances are those glimpses will
leave you wanting more. Some of Fambrini’s favorite small towns are
just beyond the Med’s popular cruise ports, including Vence – set in
the hills above Nice on the French Riviera – and Ravello, tucked into
Italy’s Amalﬁ Coast. Her advice: “Spend a few days stationed at the
51-room Belmond Hotel Caruso, and branch out to the quaint towns
along the Amalﬁ for long lunches, iconic sunsets, and a private yacht
experience to see this coastline from the ‘other side.’ ” Doubles from
$1,027, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

PACKING LIST: Fambrini’s essentials for a Mediterranean summer vacation: “A chic pair of sunglasses, espadrilles with skinny
jeans, and a shawl for chilly evenings.”
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OUR FAVORITE PLACES

HAWAII
We’ll meet you on the beach.
“Hawaii is worth visiting more than once because each island is incredibly diverse in topography, marine life, and activities,”
says Garden Grove, California-based Virtuoso advisor Dani Johnson. What they all have in common: Life revolves around the
water, so whether you’re hiking on Kauai, whale-watching off the coast of Hawaii Island, or lazing the afternoon away on a
secluded Oahu beach (maybe the one on this issue’s cover?), be ready for some sunshine.

FIRST TIME

Bliss out on Maui.

Pick one island to begin: Most require at least five
days for maximum enjoyment, Johnson notes.
Maui is a good choice for first-timers – it’s a crowdpleaser with “a little bit of activity, gorgeous beaches,
consistent weather, and many wonderful restaurant
options,” Johnson says. The 50 recently renovated
rooms at Montage Kapalua Bay on the northwest
coast have koa wood furniture, neutral color palettes,
and private lanais with daybeds. Doubles from $1,055,
including an upgrade (if available) at time of booking,
breakfast daily, and a $150 spa credit.

NEXT TIME

Get off the beaten path.

Laid-back getaways are already Hawaii’s specialty,
but Lanai takes them to new levels. The 140-squaremile island’s rugged landscape and sparse population
set it apart from its neighbors, as do its “phenomenal
beaches and secluded environment, along with some
of Hawaii’s best snorkeling and diving,” Johnson adds.
Make the 213-room Four Seasons Resort Lanai your
home base – it’s currently the island’s only five-star
property and fronts Hulopoe Bay, a designated marine reserve. Doubles from $725, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

BRING IT HOME: Among Johnson’s favorite island souvenirs are colorful plein air watercolors depicting Hawaii’s classic landscapes by
local artist Pam Andelin. Find her work at Village Galleries Maui.
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(PAINTING) PAM ANDELIN

From top: Kapalua Bay Beach, a ten-minute walk from
Montage Kapalua Bay, and a snorkeling adventure off
the coast of the Four Seasons Resort Lanai.

PARIS
Europe’s most romantic city shines from day to night.
We’re with Audrey Hepburn: Paris is always a good idea. “The ﬁrst time you arrive, your expectations are set: See all the
monuments, try all the food, experience that joie de vivre,” says Geraldine Hasting, a travel advisor from Seattle. “A
second visit lets you appreciate the little things you missed on your ﬁrst trip because you spent way too much time
admiring the Eiffel Tower – and there’s nothing wrong with that!”

FIRST TIME

Explore with purpose.

An initial trip to the City of Light is all about classic
experiences and must-have meals. Check into the 28room Hôtel Esprit Saint Germain – a residentialfeeling, Left Bank spot located a quick walk away from
the Luxembourg Gardens – and make your way down
the list: the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, the Musée d’Orsay,
Notre-Dame, the Latin Quarter, and a dinner cruise on
the Seine. “You can discover many of these sites and
monuments on a walking tour,” Hasting suggests. “And
you’ll get to see some of the city’s other charming districts as well.” Doubles from $380, including welcome
and departure amenities and breakfast daily.

(LOUVRE) CHRIS SORENSEN /GALLERY STOCK, (PLACE DU TERTRE) SUSANNE KREMER/
ESTOCK PHOTO, (MARIE-ANTOINETTE BUST) BRIAN JANNSEN/ALAMY

NEXT TIME

Channel your inner flaneur.

French poet Charles Baudelaire described the ﬂaneur as a passionate
wanderer, a stroller of city streets. This is the best way to see Paris,
and the pressure’s off on round two, when you’ve already checked
the icons off your list. Get lost in new corners of the city, such as the
place du Tertre in Montmartre in the eighteenth arrondissement,
where Renoir and Picasso kept their studios, recommends Hasting.
If you want to supplement your aimless wandering with a little bit of
guidance, your travel advisor can work with Chocolatine, one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour connections in Paris, to customize a stroll based
on your interests – from cozy bookstores and Hemingway’s favorite
bars to patisseries and secret hilltop parks.
From top: The palatial Louvre – the world’s largest art
museum – and street artists on the place du Tertre.

DAY TRIP: Hasting suggests visiting Versailles, a 45-minute drive southwest of Paris, where you can rent bikes and pedal through the gardens of Trianon, one of Marie-Antoinette’s favorite refuges. Go early to beat the crowds, and stick around for lunch: “Outside the palace,
the Marché Notre-Dame is a great market with fantastic food stands,” Hasting says.
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OUR FAVORITE PLACES

SOUTH AFRICA
Start with a safari; end with a little urban exploration.
What we love about South Africa: One day you’re spotting a pride of lions from your Land Rover; the next, you’re sipping
pinot noir in the Cape Winelands or slurping oysters on the Cape Town waterfront. “South Africa is an incredibly diverse
destination,” says David Bragg, a Virtuoso advisor from Nashville. “Safari, coastline, city life – there’s really
something to offer everyone here.”

Embark on city strolls and game drives.

The dry season (April through October) is the best time
for a South African safari, and you’ll want to plan for at
least ten days on the ground. Fly into Johannesburg,
Bragg recommends, to kick jet lag and explore the
city before heading to the 32-room Londolozi Private
Game Reserve for a week of game drives, photography
lessons, and voluntourism opportunities. Cap off your
trip with a few days in Cape Town: “I really like a mix of
city, culture, and safari when I visit South Africa,” Bragg
says, “and this trip covers it all.” Accommodations
from $1,056 per person, including a welcome amenity
and breakfast daily.

NEXT TIME

Switch up your safari style.

“A safari is different every time,” Bragg says. “Your experience is really based on how the animals are acting in
that moment, so it’s never the same twice.” On a return
trip to South Africa, kick off your adventure with a twoday, Pretoria-to-Cape Town journey aboard The Blue
Train, which channels the glamorous, old-school days of
train travel in swanky sleeper cars and a wood-paneled
cigar lounge, before heading into Kruger National Park.
Later, extend your time on the continent by jetting off to
the beach – Bragg sends many travelers to Mozambique
post-safari for some secluded relaxation. Blue Train
cabins from $3,320.

From left: Herd-spotting in Londolozi Private
Game Reserve, the Cape Town coast, and a
happy-hour hangout aboard The Blue Train.

PRO TIP: “Pack light,” advises Bragg. “Lodge transfer planes have strict weight guidelines; many lodges provide laundry
service anyway. If a safari is only part of your trip and you need more than one bag, we can arrange for extra luggage to
be stored at the airport.”
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FIRST TIME

Tatacoa Desert

SCAN THIS CODE AND DISCOVER THE SOUND OF COLOMBIA

COLOMBIA
IS SABROSURA
Ashish Sanghrajka, President of Big Five Tours and Expeditions’
memoir of his most recent adventure in Colombia, the land of Sabrosura
I first visited Colombia more than a decade ago, and wondered then
what would make me want to stay longer. The answer came as I sat in
a 600-year-old water well inside Cartagena’s walled city, which I
discovered purely by accident. When I returned from that first trip, I
told everyone that this was a sleeping giant in Latin America, and we
should eagerly await her awakening. You can imagine how well that
went over in those days.
Well today Colombia is awake and she is sabrosura.
I continue to get answers every time I visit, like the one that came
during a graffiti tour in Bogota when I saw that my favorite mural was
still there, and letting the old woman in the mural speak to me.
Every time I return to my favorite hotel in Cartagena, I feel
welcome, like in the Cheers TV show song where
everyone really does know your name. It says a lot
about how passionate the people of a country
are about service when a restaurant server
stops to ask you how your children are...
every year for five years after my
children were there last.
Having just returned from my latest
adventure, which took me through the
Huila department in the Andean
region to the Tatacoa Desert outside
Neiva and to all the remote towns
leading up to the ancient necropolis of
San Agustin, I have yet again, a
new-found appreciation for Colombia in
the new places I discovered.

COLOMBIA.TRAVEL

I was asked during this trip why
Colombia was so dear to me. Amazingly,
I have never been asked that before.
After pondering that question for a few days,
the answer hit me like a brick. Tourism here came
about in my lifetime, allowing me a front row seat to the
organic growth that has occurred over the last decade. It’s almost
like watching your child grow and flourish. Colombia is my baby.
Today I use Colombia as a model for other countries that haven't emerged
yet. In fact, Colombia is the best example of how a country can come
together and stabilize, under the umbrella of sustainable tourism. Sure, like
any country, there are still growing pains, however, the future has never
been brighter, especially in the places beyond Bogota and Cartagena like
San Agustin and the Tatacoa Desert.
Yes, I am a native of Kenya and my bloodlines reach back to India,
however, my heart beats a little faster in Colombia.
When I am asked why I go to Colombia every year, I simply say,
“I'm going home.”

VISIT

LAND OF

SABR OSU RA

OUR FAVORITE PLACES

GREECE
One of Europe’s classic destinations is back in the spotlight.
Raise a glass of ouzo to Greece: The country is Virtuoso’s hottest destination for summer travel, based on traveler data
comparing this year’s travel reservations to last year’s. “Greece has history, culture, and beaches – not to mention the
food and wine,” says Eirini Demetelin, a Virtuoso advisor from Québec. “It’s a great holiday for families, friends, couples,
and solo travelers, and is an ideal spot in spring, summer, and fall.”

FIRST TIME

See Athens and the islands.

If you go all the way to Greece, don’t skip the cradle of Western
civilization: Demetelin suggests two nights in Athens, time for the
requisite Acropolis and Parthenon visits, plus dinner at the Hotel
Grande Bretagne’s GB Roof Garden. Then head southeast to Mykonos
and Santorini, the twin stars of many Greek Isles fantasies – and home
to some of the country’s best hotels and restaurants. Cox & Kings’
ten-day trip covers this itinerary, plus three days in Crete. Departures: Any day through 2018; from $7,995 per person.

Post up in your own villa.

Settling down is the best way to soak up the Greek Isles. “Yacht
charters and villa vacations are hot these days,” Demetelin says.
There are more than 200 inhabited Greek islands, and your advisor
can help you choose the best one for your travel style, such as Naxos
for amazing beaches or Lefkada for inspiring culture. Advisors can
work with Hellenic Tours, one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour connections
in Greece, to secure a villa rental. Villa company Oneﬁnestay added
Mykonos to its portfolio this year, including Super Paradise One, a
whitewashed, ﬁve-bedroom beauty with an inﬁnity pool overlooking
Super Paradise Beach. Super Paradise One villa from $1,292 (sevennight minimum stay), including a $100 grocery credit.

From left: Santorini’s hilltop Oia village and
Onefinestay’s Super Paradise One villa.

ORDER THIS: One of Demetelin’s favorite Greek specialties is melitzanosalata, a traditional eggplant dip. Try some at To Psaraki on
Santorini, where it’s made with the island’s sweet white eggplant.
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NEXT TIME

Hong Kong Foodies’ Tour – 3 nights*

Hong Kong & Vietnam Explorer – 6 nights*

Hong Kong is a true culinary delight!

Delectable cuisine, world class shopping

With over 14,000 restaurants ranging from local dishes

and stunning Victoria Harbour make up amazing Hong

to international five-star celebrated cuisine, there is

Kong. Pair with Hanoi, on the banks of the Red River in

something for everyone. Includes three luxurious nights at

northern Vietnam with ancient pagodas and colonial

the Four Seasons Hotel Hong Kong in a deluxe harbor view

buildings, for an unforgettable vacation. Includes 3 nights

room and a Harbour Light & Dinner Cruise to Lei Yue Mun

luxury accommodations in Hong Kong and 3 nights in

Seafood village where you’ll savor a set Chinese dinner.

Hanoi, a Hong Kong Island tour, Hanoi City tour, Private

Includes full breakfast daily, round trip private transfers

Ha Long Bay day trip. Includes full daily breakfast, private

and more.

transfers and more.

From

$1,499

Supported By

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
for reservations and complete details.

From

$2,799

SUNNY DAYS, SULTRY NIGHTS, AND ICY
DAIQUIRIS TO COOL THINGS OFF –
A LONG WEEKEND IN HAVANA IS
EVERYTHING AND NOTHING LIKE YOU
THINK IT WILL BE. BY ELAINE SRNKA
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PHOTO CREDIT

CUBA
CALLING

NIKADA/GETTY IMAGES

High style in Havana: Colonial
architecture and a classic ride.
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As

THE SUN DROPPED LOW ON THE
horizon, our caravan of 1950s American
convertibles motored along Havana’s
famed esplanade, the Malecón, where
residents strolled the waterfront and
fishermen cast lines into the surf crashing against the seawall. Passing the faded,
crumbling facades of once-grand architectural buildings, my friends and I should
have been reflecting on the paradoxical
paradise that is Cuba. But caught up in the
carefree moment, we were grinning unabashedly, snapping selfies, and relishing
every mile of the sunset drive. While jaded
globe-trotters pride themselves on avoiding
touristy clichés, some clichés transcend
themselves to become quintessential
experiences – and a classic car ride in Cuba
definitely qualifies.
We were there to celebrate my (ahem)
50th birthday. Milestones are funny things:
I’d toggled between pushing the occasion to
the furthest corner of my mind in a wishful
attempt to forget it and pondering unforgettable ways to welcome it. If I was going
to go somewhere, I wanted bucket-list
big, but doable in a long weekend – nixing
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long-haul flights and lengthy itineraries.
Narrowing the search to North America, I
sought sophisticated but not sleepy (next
time, Napa) and fun but not frenzied (been
there, done Vegas). Most of all, I wanted
to leave the planning to a pro so I could
actually enjoy myself. When my mental
globe-spinning landed on Cuba, I knew just
who to call: Orlando-based Virtuoso travel
advisor David Lee, who has built a business
specializing in the destination.
“Havana is the heart and soul of Cuba,
and three to four nights is ideal,” he assured
me. “In fact, it’s recommended, especially
for a private group, to make it easier for
more couples to go.”
After the U.S. briefly restored diplomatic
relations with the country in 2015, following a five-decade standstill, the Communist
Caribbean republic became the darling of
the travel world, thanks to eased restrictions for U.S. visitors. Even with President
Donald Trump’s recent rollback of that
short-lived Obama-era “Cuban thaw,”
Americans can still visit today – but it’s not
really a plan-it-yourself destination.
“U.S. citizens must travel under one

YOU CAN’T HELP BUT MARVEL
AT AND MOURN WHAT HAVANA
ONCE WAS, WHAT’S BEEN
LOST, WHAT IT COULD’VE
BEEN, AND WHAT IT STILL
COULD BE. THE PEOPLE AND
THE POLITICS AND THE U.S.’S
INTERTWINEMENT WITH IT ALL
IMBUE EVEN A BREEZY WEEKEND GETAWAY WITH A TANGLE
OF MIXED EMOTIONS.

(CATHEDRAL) HUBER IMAGES/ESTOCK PHOTO,
(MUSICIAN) KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI, (CARS) GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

The colors of Cuba, from left: Cathedral
Plaza in Old Havana, street performers
entertain a crowd, and vintage cars
cruising the Malecón.

of the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control-approved
categories on an approved itinerary,” Lee
explains. “That doesn’t mean big bus tours
with large groups of strangers are the only
option.” Instead, he can customize private
itineraries for groups of any size. “Cultural
interactions with Cuban historians, architects, musicians, and artists will be the
most memorable and rewarding experiences of your visit,” he says. Independent types
may bristle at the notion of an “approved”
itinerary, but it makes the most of your
visit – and you’ll still have plenty of time for
soaking in your surroundings with a mojito
in one hand and a cigar in the other.
OUR PARTY OF TEN COUPLES INcluded friends from the travel industry –

several of them agency owners and advisors – but surprisingly, no one had yet
checked Cuba off their list. Studies show
that looking forward to a trip can bring as
much enjoyment as actually taking it – and
collectively our anticipation was off the
charts. Indeed, there’s nothing like political
espionage, governmental chess moves, and
an overactive hurricane season to add to
the excitement. As our departure date drew
near, news of American diplomats in Cuba
suffering mysterious symptoms, threats
of a U.S. embassy closure, and yet another
looming hurricane only added to the drama
befitting such an evocative, complex destination. Lee calmed any concerns, and the
trip was on as planned.
We rendezvoused in Miami for a 45-minute American Airlines flight to Havana’s

José Martí International Airport. Though
the flight was short – Havana lies just 100
miles southwest of Key West – we landed a
world away. After a ridiculously long wait
for the suitcase of one friend who shall remain nameless (we’d been advised to travel
with just a carry-on), we met our guide and
driver, boarded our luxury coach, and were
off on our three-night adventure. Situated
on Cuba’s northwest coast, the once-walled
city of Havana, settled by the Spanish in the
1500s, is now a UNESCO World Heritage
site with a population of 2 million. You can’t
help but marvel at and mourn what Havana
once was, what’s been lost, what it could’ve
been, and what it still could be. The people
and the politics and the U.S.’s intertwinement with it all imbue even a breezy
weekend getaway with a tangle of mixed
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ONE AFTERNOON
WE WANDERED THE
PICTURESQUE SQUARES
OF OLD HAVANA
WITH A PHOTOGRAPHER
DOCUMENTING OUR DAY
AS WE NAVIGATED NARROW
COBBLESTONE STREETS,
PEEKING AT COURTYARDS
AND BALCONIES FOR A
GLIMPSE OF EVERYDAY LIFE.
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emotions. Travel can be a force for good,
helping to connect cultures, break down
barriers, and benefit the local economy,
but knowing your tourism dollars may
support an oppressive government is
unsettling, which is part of what makes
Cuba so perplexing.
Our first stop was Revolution Square,
a monumental public space where former
president Fidel Castro delivered many
political addresses, before we headed to the
iconic Hotel Nacional for an alfresco lunch
and a rum tasting with Havana Club’s head
sommelier. Later, we toured the world’s
oldest cigar factory – home to Cohiba, Partagás, and Romeo y Julieta, among others –
and even tried our hands at rolling our own.
Lee can book clients in casas particulares
(private homes), boutique hotels, and classic celeb favorites such as Hotel Saratoga,
but we were able to stay at the city’s newest
and most luxurious property, the 246-room
Gran Hotel Manzana Kempinski.
We settled into our suites (complete
with high ceilings, marble bathrooms, and
balconies overlooking the Capitol building) and reconvened for poolside cocktails

Cultural creativity on display, from left:
An exhibit at the Cuban Art Factory, those
famed cigars, performers with Habana
Compás Dance troupe, bartenders as
showmen at El Floridita, and a Che Guevara sculpture at Revolution Square.

on the rooftop, where we took in a lively
performance by the Habana Compás Dance
troupe. After dinner at an intimate paladar
(a small family-run restaurant, usually in
a private home), we stopped for a nightcap
and live music at former Hemingway hangout El Floridita. The 200-year-old establishment proclaims itself “the cradle of the
daiquiri,” with a richly lacquered bar that
runs the length of one wall, where seasoned
bartenders sporting red tuxedo jackets
ceremoniously whirl blender drinks for a
constant crowd. Touristy? Sure. Essential?
Absolutely – and a perfect way to end an
exhilarating first day.

CUBAN CONNECTIONS

(ART) MEGAPRESS/ALAMY, (CIGARS) KEN HOWARD IMAGES/ALAMY,
(BAND) NATASHA FORCADE GÓMEZ, (BAR) THE ASSOCIATED PRESS,
(REVOLUTION SQUARE) HANS BLOSSEY/ALAMY

Tour and cruise options for a quick Caribbean getaway.

I’D GROANED WHEN I FIRST READ
“10 am presentation by Havana’s lead city
planner” on the itinerary. “My friends
aren’t going to want to sit through a lecture
on their first morning!” I whined, but Lee
assured me it would be a crowd-pleaser. He
was right; our group peppered architect
Miguel Coyula with questions far beyond
the allotted time. Cuba is a little piece of
Europe in the Caribbean, he explained,
while describing how its mix of colonial,
baroque, and neoclassical styles came to
be. Weaving together politics, architecture,
and culture, Coyula openly discussed the
country’s history, from its Spanish colonial
roots to the glitzy, Mafia-fueled casino and
hotel spree in the 1950s and the austerity
of its post-revolution socialist principles.
The majority of Havana’s buildings were
constructed before 1959; on average, he

Orlando-based David Lee specializes in cultural tours of
Cuba and can work with your
travel advisor to customize a
trip based on your interests.
Our itinerary was all-inclusive
of accommodations, a dedicated guide and driver, tours
and activities, most meals,
and even a few drinks. Lee
and his team handle everything, including all required
documentation. Three-night
tours from $2,500.
Shop a farmers’ market, visit
a food ration shop, and learn
the secrets of arroz con pollo
and ropa vieja at top paladares
on Access Culinary Trips’

five-day Havana itinerary.
Raise a glass to happy hour at
a private home, where you’ll
mix cocktails with a retired
barman from El Floridita.
Departures: Multiple dates,
August 30 through November 8;
from $2,990.
Highlights of Rico Tours’ fourday Havana itinerary include a
possible visit to a mechanic’s
shop to see what goes into
keeping those iconic cars
running smoothly. Departures:
Any day through November 15;
from $2,278 per person.
Overnight in Havana on
Azamara’s five-day round-

trip Miami sailing aboard the
690-passenger Journey. After
a day exploring the city, take
in a high-kicking show at the
famed Tropicana Cabaret.
This sailing also spends a day
in Key West, where you can
follow Hemingway’s footsteps.
Departure: November 20;
from $1,074.
Cruise along the Malecón and
through stately Miramar in a
classic car with ShoreTrips’
half-day guided ride, which
goes into neighborhoods such
as Vedado to visit Cristóbal
Colón Cemetery. Departures:
Any day through 2018; from
$436 for two.
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Supper club: The author’s group at
La Guarida and (right) a steak entree
from the celebrated paladar’s menu.

READING LIST
Titles to make you crave a Cuba libre cocktail.

94

V I RT U O S O L I F E

I love to read books set in a
destination where I’m traveling. While I aspire to read
them before a trip, the books
are even more enjoyable after my return. I can envision
places mentioned because
I’ve actually been there, and
they extend my vacation
memories that much longer.

THE CUBAN AFFAIR
BY NELSON DEMILLE
Posing as tourists, a Cuban American woman and a
former military vet try to recover a $60 million treasure
the woman’s grandfather
left behind when he fled the

Revolution. Don’t try this on
your own trip to Havana.

KING BONGO
BY THOMAS SANCHEZ
This novel explores the glamorous but corrupt Havana
heyday of the 1950s. When
a bomb destroys a popular
nightclub on New Year’s Eve
in 1957, the lead character
sets out to solve the mystery
and gets caught up in revolutionary politics.

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA
BY ERNEST HEMINGWAY
No Cuba reading list would be
complete without Papa, who

wrote seven books while living
outside Havana. He won a Pulitzer Prize for this novel about
an elderly Cuban fisherman.

THE GOOD ASSASSIN
BY PAUL VIDICH
This fictional CIA drama plays
out in 1958, just before Fidel
Castro comes to power.

OUR MAN IN HAVANA
BY GRAHAM GREENE
Set in Havana during the Fulgencio Batista regime in the
1950s, this Cuban spy novel
targets British espionage with
a black-comedy twist. It was
made into a movie in 1959.

(GROUP) NATASHA FORCADE GÓMEZ, (DISH) MATT MAY/ALAMY

says, three collapse every day. The disrepair
continues, he pointed out, because paint
alone eats up a huge percentage of the $25
monthly salary the average citizen earns.
He exemplified the Habaneros we met–
including Alain, our dedicated, knowledgeable guide – who were all welcoming,
open, and articulate (thanks to statesubsidized education, Cuba has a literacy
rate topping 98 percent, one of the highest in the world). They’re also resilient
and resourceful, since generations have
endured long queues for limited government rations and repurpose and repair
material goods to make them last (those
vintage cars, for example). They shrug at
the dichotomy of their predicament, and
though they acknowledge governmental shortcomings, patriotism prevails.

DESIGNED FOR THE CURIOUS traveler,
EXC In-Depth™ Voyages combine destination
intensive itineraries to some of the world’s
most captivating places with opportunities
for more immersive experiences. Discover
the culture, history, arts and cuisine of
these vast and varied regions, enjoy the
breathtaking natural beauty, inviting cultures
and exotic wonders await on a sun-soaked
voyage aboard Maasdam.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Like the rest of the world, they’re unsure
of what the future holds as the Castro
era ends after 59 years of rule (Miguel
Díaz-Canel recently became president,
replacing Fidel Castro’s brother Raúl) –
but they persevere.

MEET ME IN MIAMI
We kicked things off at the 169-room Faena
Hotel Miami Beach, a glamorous, sexy hotel
that set a festive mood for our party. By day,
hit the pool or Tierra Santa Healing House spa.
Come cocktail hour, sip a rose-scented Faena
Spritz in The Living Room, then order sharing
plates of high-style modern Asian in the shadow of Damien Hirst’s gold-leaf unicorn at Pao
by Paul Qui. Later, see a show at Faena Theater
or retreat to Saxony Bar, a swank speakeasy.
With standout red-and-teal decor, guest rooms
are as richly appointed as the hotel’s public
spaces. Doubles from $525, including breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit.
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ONE AFTERNOON WE WANDERED
the picturesque squares of Old Havana,
with a photographer arranged by Lee
documenting our day as we navigated
narrow cobblestoned streets, peeking at
courtyards and balconies for a glimpse of
everyday life. A deluge forced us to duck
into a covered café patio on a sixteenthcentury plaza and wait out the rain with
rounds of mojitos, Cristal beer, and daiquiris while a live band played traditional
Cuban music – setting the mood for
private salsa lessons later that day.
We ate and drank well the entire trip.
Though Havana’s culinary scene is evolving, practically every menu included
Moros y Cristianos (black beans and rice),
and most meals weren’t as memorable
as the settings themselves. Eschewing
state-run restaurants, we dined exclusively at privately owned paladares.
La Guarida is the most famous one in
Havana, located in a former colonialmansion-turned-tenement, with ornately carved stone columns, a sweeping

staircase, and an aging mural that pays
homage to Fidel Castro. (The building
was also the setting for Strawberry and
Chocolate, Cuba’s only Oscar-nominated
film.) Statement-making art covered the
walls of the second-story dining room,
and a warm breeze wafted through the
open balcony doors as we dined on tuna
tiradito, smoked duck with Brie, and beef
tenderloin with pepper sauce. The whole
experience was a collision of trendy and
historic, then and now, high and low.
Those walls gave us a taste for Cuba’s
flourishing art scene, which we explored
more in depth with private appointments
at galleries showcasing emerging artists.
We even met Fidel Castro’s photographer son, Alex, and his business partner,
Ramses Batista, at their studio. Art and
entertainment merge at the Cuban Art
Factory, a former peanut oil factory that’s
been transformed into a sophisticated
contemporary nightclub and gallery
space, attracting a bustling late-night
crowd with rotating exhibits, video installations, and a concert venue.
Our final night, we took in a show by the
Buena Vista Social Club, the acclaimed
ensemble known for their romantic, oldfashioned ballads. As we danced onstage
with the band (hey, it was my birthday),
I was warmed by a “life is good” feeling
of gratitude for my life, my friends, and
my terrific fortune to be there.
Even though I probably picked Cuba
initially for the buzz factor, it turned
out to be so much more than a passport
stamp, impacting me – and my friends –
far beyond the usual birthday bash. I’ve
been lucky enough to travel the world,
but Havana stands out as a place that
demands you pay attention, where every
interaction makes you hyperaware of the
past, present, and future. It’s much like
the introspection a milestone birthday
begets: Learn from yesterday’s mistakes,
celebrate the moment, and be hopeful
about what tomorrow holds.

REALYEASYSTAR/DANIELE BELLUCCI/ALAMY

Kitschy and cool: Performers with Buena
Vista Social Club put on a show.

AN EXPERIENCE AS
BIG AS IT IS DIVERSE
For an immersion into natural beauty, vibrant city-life, unique and delectable cuisine, and a rich culture,
discover Queensland, Australia. From the stunning islands, gorgeous beaches, national parks, and regions
bustling with nightlife and restaurants, Australia’s Sunshine State has it all. The Whitsundays are the heart of
the Great Barrier Reef, a reef system so big it can be seen from space, even more incredible to see up close.
Explore the lush Daintree Rainforest from the northern cities of Cairns and Port Douglas, hang out on the lively
Gold Coast and in world-renown Brisbane. Learn about the region’s culture and people through beautiful
works of art. Queensland is where a deep history has led the way into an even more exciting present.

7 NIGHTS FROM

$

6049*

TO BOOK CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!
*Conditions Apply: Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Contact Worldwide Traveler for further details. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations.
Land packages do not include meals unless otherwise indicated. Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Resort credits are not redeemable for cash. Availability
is limited. Rates and/or package prices are subject to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the full price paid depending on the
package and when it is cancelled. Government imposed hotel and resort taxes and fees may not be reflected in the advertised price and may be payable directly to the hotel and resort. Other
restrictions may apply and vary by resort. 7 nights from $6049* based on 3-night stay in Sydney at Shangri-La Hotel and 4-night stay in Hamilton Island at Qualia. Offer includes Lux Whale
Watching Cruise in Sydney and Snorkel and Explore Experience in Hamilton Island. Receive complimentary VIP chauffer service around the island and breakfast daily at Qualia. Valid for travel
thru 3/31/19. Offer priced 10/1-10/8/18. Worldwide Traveler does not assume responsibility for any errors or omissions in the content of the offers displayed. CST#2088177 WT#0351 AL 5/18

Whitsundays – Queensland, Australia

Photo Credit: Tourism & Events Queensland

INSIDERS’

AMSTERDAM
SIX HOTELIERS ON WHERE TO EAT, DRINK, SHOP,
AND PEDAL IN AND AROUND THEIR CITY.

A classic city scene:
The Pulitzer Amsterdam
and the Prinsengracht.
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PHOTO CREDIT

INTERVIEWS BY CELESTE MOURE

PHOTO CREDIT
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THERE’S A LOT TO LOVE
ABOUT AMSTERDAM –
strolls along the banks of houseboat-lined canals, soaring museums and flower-filled markets, meals served like fine art in
Michelin-starred restaurants. For every memorable moment,
there’s another one waiting around a cobblestoned corner. To help
you navigate, we asked six Virtuoso hoteliers for their favorite
Amsterdam diversions. Let these locals lead the way, and don’t
forget to pack a comfortable pair of shoes – this is one of Europe’s
great walking (and biking) cities, after all.

Clockwise from left:
The A’dam Lookout, De Drie
Fleschjes, and Sofitel Legend The Grand Amsterdam.

SOFITEL LEGEND
THE GRAND AMSTERDAM
AMSTERDAM NATIVE
Groenhuijzen began his hospitality career in 1983, joining
the 177-room Sofitel Legend
in 2014. During his off-hours,
he likes to walk his dog in the
Baarnse forest near his home
in Baarn and dig into the city’s
thriving culinary scene.

Fresh-cut blooms
in Rembrandt Square.
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SWEET WELCOME: VIP
guests arrive in their rooms to
find a Girl with a Pearl Earring dessert – white chocolate
“pearls” coated in sugar.
They’re presented in an oyster
shell beside a mini replica of
Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer’s iconic portrait.

ADRENALINE RUSH: Head to
the A’dam Lookout at the top
of the 21-story A’dam Tower,
where Europe’s highest swing
offers thrilling city views.
MUST-SIP: Try a shot of jenever
[Dutch gin] that can be poured
straight from the barrel at De
Drie Fleschjes, Amsterdam’s
oldest tasting room.
AMSTERDAMMERS RAVE
ABOUT: Café-Restaurant
Stork, in an old loft on the river
IJ in the north of Amsterdam.
It has great views of the water
and is the best place in town for
a lovely seafood dish.

(FLOWERS AND RIJKSMUSEUM) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT, (DE DRIE FLESCHJES,
NOORDERMARKT, AND CASTLE MUIDERSLOT) MIRJAM BLEEKER

REMCO GROENHUIJZEN

INTERCONTINENTAL
AMSTEL AMSTERDAM

ANITA BOS
BOS, WHO JOINED THE 79room Amstel in 2012, recommends exploring Amsterdam in
a classic saloon boat – the hotel
can arrange a tour in one of the
three that have been docked
out front for the past 30 years.
CULTURE BREAK: In a stunning Dutch neo-Renaissance
building, the Rijksmuseum,
which reopened in 2013 following a ten-year renovation,
features incredible interior
design and immersive exhibits
dedicated to arts and history
in Amsterdam.

Clockwise from top: The
Rijksmuseum Research Library, the
InterContinental Amstel Amsterdam, Castle
Muiderslot, and the Noordermarkt.

MEET FRIENDS HERE:
The farmers market on
Noordermarkt is the place to
be on a Saturday. It originated
in the seventeenth century as
a market for utensils and other
household items; today, it’s
colorful and lively, surrounded
by cozy pubs and restaurants.
WORTH IT: Castle Muiderslot, a 30-minute drive east of
the city, dates to 1285, when
Count Floris V commissioned
its construction.
TASTY SOUVENIR: Don’t
leave without a box of Dutch
stroopwafels, crispy wafflecaramel cookies that make
great gifts. We bake our own,
which can be purchased in
our boutique.

J U LY | AU G U ST 2 0 1 8

101

PULITZER AMSTERDAM

ALEXANDER VAN GASTEL
parts of the city and enjoying the wonderful views of
the historic seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century buildings.

VAN GASTEL DESCRIBES
the 225-room Pulitzer Amsterdam, which is spread across
25 restored canal houses, as “a
maze of secrets and surprises,
tucked away behind a beautiful, historic facade.” When you
head out to explore, he recommends taking along the Pulitzer tote bag from your guest
room. “It comes in handy when
purchasing fresh flowers at the
market or tins of stroopwafels.”

Clockwise from top
left: Dinner at Partisan,
Zaanse Schans, and the
Conservatorium Hotel.

CONSERVATORIUM HOTEL

WORTH THE HYPE: A canal
cruise lets you get away from
the hustle and bustle while
floating through different

LOCALS KNOW: Vuurtoreneiland is a small island and
nature preserve that’s home to
a restaurant of the same name.
You can take a boat there for
an organic five-course meal
overlooking the water and the
island’s tiny lighthouse.
ORDER THIS: The espresso
martini is a trendy vodkabased cocktail that can be
found in all high-end cocktail
bars – it’s especially popular
among Amsterdammers.
TAKE IT HOME: Every
room is equipped with a bicycle repair kit, and you never
know when you might need
it in Amsterdam.

“MY FAVORITE THING
about Amsterdam is that you
can bike through the entire
city,” says Tomassen, who
often illustrates welcome notes
for VIP guests of the 129-room
Museum District property.
His suggested route: Pedal ten
minutes north to the “secret”
courtyard garden at Begijnhof,
a group of row houses that date
to the fourteenth century.

for dinner or drinks. Their
menu is an interpretation of
modern bistro fare.

MUST-DO: The Anne Frank
House is a biographical museum
dedicated to the Jewish wartime diarist. After your visit, I
recommend a stop at the nearby
Noordermarkt to try a slice of
the apple pie at Winkel 43.

IN-ROOM READING: The
book Little Kingdom by the Sea,
a Celebration of Dutch Cultural Heritage and Architecture
contains the moving personal
stories hidden behind the facades of the miniature replica
Dutch canal houses that KLM
Royal Dutch Airlines has gifted
to its business-class passengers
since the 1950s.

DINNERTIME: In the west of
Amsterdam, Partisan is a laidback place where you can meet
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FOR A DAY TRIP: A 35-minute
drive north, Zaanse Schans
is a historic neighborhood in
Zaandam with a collection of
eighteenth- and nineteenthcentury windmills and houses.
Stop by the workshop where
wooden clogs are made.

Clockwise from top: The
Pulitzer Amsterdam, an
espresso martini at Bakers &
Roasters, and Vuurtoreneiland.

(PARTISAN, ZAANSE SCHANS, BAKERS & ROASTERS, AND VUURTORENEILAND) MIRJAM BLEEKER

ROY TOMASSEN

For some, it’s sitting down to the first five-star dinner of the trip, and being transported
by the rich, unexpected ﬂavors awaiting you. For others, it’s sailing into an exotic,
remote port without another ship in sight. And for you, it’s the little things.
Discover your moment.

ENJOY THE FINEST CUISINE AT SE A™ ABOARD OUR INTIM ATE AND LUXURIOUS SHIPS.

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with exclusive Virtuoso benefits,
such as complimentary Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.
JUL1841

DE L’EUROPE AMSTERDAM

Clockwise from top left:
Café ’t Smalle, the KröllerMüller Museum, and the
Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam.

EDWARD J.J. LEENDERS
Noordwijk. Its stretch of beach,
colorful flower fields, and beautiful dunes make it a refreshing
place to unwind and relax.
TOP OF THE LIST: The perfect
place to discover the city’s
vibrant atmosphere is at the
famous Nine Streets [Negen
Straatjes], a UNESCO World
Heritage site located in the
middle of the canal belt. The
streets are home to many
exclusive fashion, design, and
home decor shops.

WHEN FRIENDS FROM OUT
of town visit Leenders, the managing director of the 111-room De
L’Europe, he loves to see them
experience the city’s diversity. “Amsterdam has positively
developed so much over the past
few years, from art and fashion
to architecture and gastronomy,”
he says. “It makes the city a truly VINTAGE DIGS: For those
inspiring destination.”
with a passion for art and culture, one of Amsterdam’s most
special areas is the SpiegelWEEKEND GETAWAY: The
kwartier, home to 70 antiques
Dutch beaches, ideal yeardealers and galleries selling
round, are a 45-minute drive
from Amsterdam. One of those classic and contemporary art.
It’s definitely worth a visit.
sophisticated coastal towns is

WALDORF ASTORIA
AMSTERDAM

ROBERTO PAYER

AN AMSTERDAM RESIDENT
for more than 40 years, Italianborn Payer joined the 93-room
Waldorf Astoria when it opened
in 2014. “Our building used
to be the MeesPierson Bank,
and the Vault Bar is set in the
old safe,” Payer says. Many of
the bank’s twentieth-century
interiors remain, including the
original safe-deposit boxes.
SUMMER PASTIMES: I love to
cook and enjoy dinner outside
with a view over the canals.
And if it’s sunny, it’s just a short
drive to the beautiful beaches
of Zandvoort and Noordwijk
to enjoy the sunset.
ROOM WITH A VIEW: At
1,324 square feet, the Brentano
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Suite is our largest room. It’s on
the first floor, with incredible
natural light and Gentlemen’s
Canal [Herengracht] views.
PRO TIPS: Café ’t Smalle is
one of the few bars in Amsterdam where you can sit with a
drink outside near the canal. A
cultural site that locals know
about is Museum Ons’ Lieve
Heer op Solder [Our Dear Lord
in the Attic], a seventeenthcentury canal house and church.
HELLO, VAN GOGH: The
Kröller-Müller Museum, an
hour’s drive east in Otterlo, is
home to the world’s secondlargest van Gogh collection [the
largest is at Amsterdam’s Van
Gogh Museum], with nearly 90
paintings and more than 180
drawings. Its sculpture garden is
one of the largest in Europe.

(NOORDWIJK, CAFÉ ’T SMALLE, AND MUSEUM) MIRJAM BLEEKER,
(DE L’EUROPE AMSTERDAM AND MENDO) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Clockwise from top: Noordwijk, a Nine Streets book
shop, and the De L’Europe.

ADVERTISEMENT

V

isit the European Quartet –

the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia – home to UNESCO monuments,
authentically preserved towns, and stunning natural beauty. While sharing
historic roots and cultural traditions, each country, and each capital city, has its own
unique identity – be it based on architecture, folklore, or landscape.

UNESCO World Heritage site and nicknamed the “City of
a Hundred Spires,” Prague is a remarkable mix of old and
new. Discover Old Town Hall with its famous Prague
Astronomical Clock, wander the winding lanes of the Jewish
Quarter, and don’t miss the Church of Saint Nicholas in Lesser
Town, known as the most beautiful baroque church in Prague.
To complete your journey, the capital beckons with trendy
shops, craft beer microbreweries, and art galleries.

A

B

I

world behind wild forests and deep valleys lies Bratislava,
a real-life wonderland. Its majestic mountains, enchanting
castles, and unspoiled nature await in the heart of
Europe. The promenade on the banks of the Danube River offers
fantastic vistas of the city and Bratislava Castle, and is home
to charming cafés serving refreshments along with inspiring
history. Lively festivals featuring music, food, and art take place
throughout the year.

n Warsaw, rich heritage blends harmoniously with modern
energy. The UNESCO-listed Old Town has been the city’s
hub for centuries, but peer across the Vistula River and
skyscrapers rise above the red roofs. The combination of
tradition and modernity is evident in Hala Koszyki, an earlytwentieth-century building, carefully restored, which now boasts
numerous bars and restaurants and is one of Warsaw’s favorite
culinary destinations.

udapest is an authentic European capital, but it also has
an innovative flair. The natural environment, grandiose
architecture, diverse cuisine, soothing thermal spas, and a
blossoming design scene define the city’s sparkling and original
character. Marvel at the royal Buda Castle that hosts an annual
wine festival, have a picnic on the Liberty Bridge overlooking
the Danube River, and tour the ruin pubs of Budapest’s historic
Jewish district.

A
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PHOTO CREDIT

GALÁPAGOS Cacti tower over the stark landscape.

LENS
ON
THE
WORLD

PHOTO CREDIT

A look at sought-after destinations and ports of call through the
eyes of legendary photographer
Steve McCurry.
Steve McCurry’s 30-plus-year career has taken him
to some of the most remote – and tumultuous – corners of the world. His iconic portrait of a green-eyed
Afghan refugee girl is perhaps one of contemporary
photography’s most recognizable photos. For his current collaboration with Silversea Cruises, McCurry is
turning his lens on some of the line’s most compelling
destinations, revealing the soul of places through their
landscapes, people, and wildlife. Here, a few neverbefore-published images from his recent journeys.
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EASTER ISLAND
A group of the iconic moai and (below) dancers at the annual
Tapati Festival, a celebration of the island’s indigenous culture.
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JAPAN A snowscape in Akita Prefecture.

ARCTIC Inside the Arctic Circle in Spitsbergen, Norway.
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LIVE THE PICTURES
Sail away with Silversea to McCurry-documented destinations.

Silversea timed its 13-day
circumnavigations of
Japan to give cruisers
the best shot at seeing
the cherry blossoms’
peak. The round-trip
route from Tokyo on the
596-passenger Silver
Muse calls at Maizuru
(for Kyoto excursions),
Karatsu (known for its
castle and pottery),
Busan, a South Korean
beach-resort city, and
more. One high point:
a cable car ride in the
volcanic Hakkoda Mountains outside Aomori.
Departures: April 16 and
29, 2019; from $7,200.

Explore Arctic Norway
aboard the line’s newest
expedition ship, the
254-passenger Silver
Cloud. The ten-day
cruise from Longyearbyen to Tromsø charts
a course through fjords
and pack ice in search of
polar bears, walrus, and
some of the Northern
Hemisphere’s largest
bird colonies. A fleet of
Zodiacs and sea kayaks
allows for up-close
wildlife encounters,
glacier hikes, and visits to
fishing villages en route.
Departure: July 12, 2019;
from $9,180.

WESTERN AFRICA A traditional dance group performs in Togo
and (above) a father and son dressed for Catholic mass outside the port city of Cotonou, Benin.
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The 100-passenger
Silver Galapagos is
a fixture in Darwin’s
playground, serving up
the Galápagos’ greatest
hits on seven-day sailings
from San Cristóbal to
Baltra (or the reverse).
The islands’ wildlife features prominently, including Galápagos sea lions
in Gardner Bay, marine
iguanas everywhere, and
giant tortoises on San
Cristóbal. But the landscape also shines, with
lava flows and red-sand
beaches. Departures:
Multiple dates, yearround; from $7,100.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
A villager in ceremonial dress outside Port Moresby.
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SA IL THE WOR LD’S GR E AT R I V ER S.

Only with Viking

Destination focused.

Grand European Tour
Amsterdam to Budapest 15 Days
•

Award-winning small ships.
Rhine Getaway
Amsterdam to Basel • 8 Days
Romantic Danube®

Serene Scandinavian spaces.
Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

Nuremberg to Budapest • 8 Days

The Thinking Person’s Cruise.®

Ask about Viking’s 2019 Early Booking Discount.
To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

CST# 2052644-40

Celebrate Cultures

| Support Local Economies | Protect the Environment
♥

TRAVEL
FOR GOOD
Special Sustainabilit y Section
Song Saa resort, Cambodia, page 122

IT’S A GOOD,
GOOD WORLD
TRAVEL’S SUSTAINABLE REVOLUTION IS WELL UNDER WAY. What began
decades ago as a movement on the geographical and political fringes of the
tourism sector has grown into an industrywide ethos, grounded in the three pillars of sustainable tourism: protecting the environment, celebrating natural and
cultural heritage, and providing social and economic beneﬁt to local people.
“Sustainable travel goes far beyond being ‘green’ and embracing conservation, to supporting cultural heritage and improving the well-being of local communities,” says Matthew D. Upchurch, Virtuoso’s chairman and CEO. “Having
fun and traveling with purpose aren’t mutually exclusive. You can take a great
vacation that’s enjoyable, relaxing, and sustainable.” It’s true: High-end hotels
are nixing one-use plastics, major cruise lines are adopting sounder environmental practices, and tour operators are ﬁnding new ways to support communities and cultures.
One impetus for the shift is that it’s what travelers want. And why shouldn’t
they? Think about this: In 1950, international tourist arrivals worldwide clocked
in at 25 million. Last year? More than 1.3 billion. Those numbers will only continue to climb. As we explore farther and wider, it’s increasingly difﬁcult to deny
that we’re all in this game – and on this precious planet – together. What better
reason to demand travel experiences that make a difference?
This special section shines a light on companies and initiatives that exemplify
sound practices wedded to singular experiences. Travel affords us so many
luxuries – time with our loved ones, new adventures, broader views – but perhaps the most profound is the chance to make the world a better place. Read on
for a compendium of practical advice and inspiration to help you travel for good.
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HAKINMHAN/GETTY IMAGES

Packing our bags for a brighter future.

profififi

PIONEERING SPIRIT
Sustainabfifi travfifi traifibfiazfir Costas Christ on why wfi shoufid carfi.
INTERVIEW BY MARIKA CAIN

WHAT HE DOES
Costas Christ,
Virtuoso’s global
strategist for
sustainability, has
been a key player in
the sustainable travel
movement for nearly
four decades. Here,
he discusses the
movement’s early
days, its evolution,
and its future.
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20
WAYS
TO TRAVEL FOR GOOD

IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO HELICOPTER INTO A BEAUTIFUL PLACE, sample its wonders, and skitter away with keepsakes and stories. No
strings. No responsibilities. We know too much about our impact. More than ever, we’re looking for travel that gives more than it takes. That
contributes to the long-term well-being of local communities. That protects the flora and fauna, the environment, and the cultures we seek
out and celebrate.
Done right, sustainable tourism is more than a catchphrase or a marketing ploy – it’s the basis of enduring, positive benefit that adds purpose
to our journeys and meaning to our memories. Here are 20 ways to get sustainability right on your next adventure.
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How to go sustainably around the globe.
BY LISA WOGAN

1

Follow a leader.

In partnership with the World Wildlife Fund, Royal Caribbean Cruises has embraced a stem-to-stern sustainability push – from shrinking its
carbon footprint to a farsighted seafood-procurement plan – that’s setting the bar for cruise lines. Ponder sci-ﬁ-sounding onboard realities,
such as capturing condensation from air conditioners to do laundry, as you ﬂoat on turquoise seas that deserve this kind of innovative thinking. Eight-day western Caribbean departures: January 19 and 26, 2019; from $499.

2

4

Dig deep – sometimes literally.

The ﬁrst to develop guidelines
for environmental river cruising
more than ten years ago, Uniworld
River Cruises quickly expanded
its mission to the communities
along its waterways. Now, through
a new partnership with the ME
to WE social enterprise project,
guests can contribute four days of
their elbow grease to the cause –
building schools, installing water
ﬁltration, working in a community
garden – during a 12-day Ganges
River cruise on the 56-passenger
Ganges Voyager II. Departures:
Multiple dates, beginning in January 2019; from $7,299.

5

FLY DIRECT.

3

Put your binoculars
to good use.

Ever feel like fellow cruisers don’t
fully appreciate your diligent
search for whales, porpoises, and
dolphins? No worries. Two spring
sailings of Silversea’s 596passenger all-suite Silver Muse
host conservationists from ORCA
(one of the United Kingdom’s
leading marine-conservation
charities), who will integrate passengers’ citizen-scientist efforts
into their work and further ignite
conservation interest with onboard presentations. Departures:
Tokyo to Seward, Alaska, May 12,
2019, from $5,400; Seward to
Vancouver, British Columbia, May
27, from $4,950.

Break ice –
not the planet.

Channel your inner Shackleton
without compromising your desire
for comfort or your eco-ethics
aboard Ponant’s Icebreaker. Coming in 2021, the world’s ﬁrst-ever
luxury hybrid electric icebreaker –
with liqueﬁed natural gas propulsion (the cleanest hydrocarbon
out there) – will venture to some
of the world’s most extreme and
inspiring locales, including the
geographic North Pole, Greenland’s far northeast, and Peter I
Island off Antarctica.

More airlines are investing in biofuels made from renewable sources, such as algae and seaweed.
But there’s still a long way to go before we can truly ﬂy green class. When you do travel by air, opt
for nonstop ﬂights versus connections – fewer takeoffs and landings translate into fewer emissions.
Also, use a reliable carbon-offset provider such as MyClimate to compensate for those air miles.
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GO ON SAFARI AND …

… GIVE BACK.
Steeped in a commitment
to continual progress,
andBeyond offers Travel with
Purpose itineraries that bring
all the elements of a classic
African safari together with
opportunities for guests to get
in on the philanthropy. So, in
Kenya, you could find yourself
adopting an elephant at the
David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
or, in Tanzania, visiting with
disabled artisans who create
beautiful objects from recycled
materials. Departures: Kenya,
March through December, 12
days; from $11,386. Tanzania,
any day through December, 10
days; from $9,584.

… GET MUDDY.
A key strategy for protecting
Serengeti elephants is knowing where they are. GPS collars
help conservationists track
elephant movements and steer
these potential crop raiders
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away from life-threatening
conflict with farmers and back
to sanctuary lands. On a
Singita collaring conservation safari, guests offer real
assistance during the collaring
process: cooling the tranquilized animals with water,
monitoring their vital signs, and
taking measurements. Making
a difference has never been so
thrilling. Departures: Dates to
be announced.

… OPEN YOUR EYES.
Bespoke tour operator Micato
Safaris channels its vision for
long-term change in the Mukuru
slum outside Nairobi. There,
its nonprofit AmericaShare
provides education for children,
business creation for women,
and support for those affected
by HIV/AIDS. At the end of Micato’s East Africa safaris, guests
are invited to visit these projects,
where their burgeoning understanding and sensitivity to the
culture and customs make for a
life-altering takeaway. Departures: Several times every month;
from $11,750.

… BOLSTER
A REFUGE.
Bushmans Kloof, an exquisite
16-room ecolodge and wilderness reserve below South
Africa’s Cederberg Mountains,
carefully stewards its jawdropping resources, including
more than 130 ancient rock-art
sites dating back 10,000 years
and endangered populations
of Cape mountain zebra, Cape
clawless otter, and Clanwilliam
yellowfish. Doubles from $550,
including breakfast daily and a
private picnic for two.

Zimbabwe, and South Africa
during the annual Nedbank
Tour de Tuli. Since 2005,
proceeds from the four-day
tour have gone to Wilderness
Safaris’ nonprofit partner,
Children in the Wilderness,
which facilitates conservation
through leadership development and education of rural
children in Africa. Departure:
August 2; minimum donation,
around $2,000.

… CATCH AIR FOR
GOOD REASON.

… SUPPORT WOMEN.

Pedal a mountain bike along
ancient elephant trails, over red
rock escarpments, and among
camel thorn trees in Botswana,

From the wildlife-rich Okavango Delta to the mighty
Zambezi River, Abercrombie
& Kent captures the grandeur

of southern Africa during a
ten-day Botswana safari, even
as it works to sustain local
ecosystems, aid area communities, and advance the health
of local women. In March, an
A&K-supported maternity ward
opened in Nakatindi Village,
near Victoria Falls, to provide
maternal care in a community
devastated by HIV/AIDS and
greatly reduce the risk of pregnant mothers transmitting the
virus to their babies. Departures: Multiple dates through
2018; from $8,995.

7
Be wary
of private
wildlife
operations.

If your plans include visiting animal orphanages or private wildlife parks – to walk with
cheetahs, pet lion cubs, or feed elephants, for example – be warned: Even if everything
looks legit on the surface, mistreatment may be happening behind the scenes. Research
them carefully. Unless such places are endorsed and supported by well-recognized national or international conservation and animal welfare organizations, stay clear.
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8
BUY RIGHT.
From pretty shells at
Vietnam’s Ha Long
Bay to fur hats in the
mountains of Mongolia to so-called antique ivory crucifixes
for sale on the streets
outside the Vatican
in Rome – no matter
where you are, the
odds are overwhelming that when you buy
a wildlife product,
it comes from the
illegal killing of wild
animals. Just say no:
Your response will
send a powerful message that travelers
do not support the
wildlife trade.

9
Walk
the talk.
Ride-share apps are so
ubiquitous in urban hubs,
it’s easy to lose sight of
the fact that all the great
cities of the world were
built for – and reward –
the humble pedestrian.
On a three- to four-hour
Urban Adventures guided
walking tour in Lisbon,
for example, sumptuous
squares and multicultural
neighborhoods yield their
secrets like strains of fado
through an open window,
and the only fuel you burn
is of the seafood-andwine variety. Departures:
Daily except Sundays and
holidays; from $54.

10

Keep cultures vibrant
through appreciation.

With an earned reputation for supporting cultural heritage and local artisans, WildChina, a Virtuoso on-site
tour connection in the country, is particularly suited to
guide visitors through the centuries-old traditions of the
Miao, Dong, and Yao ethnic minorities living in the karststudded province of Guizhou, in southwest China. Amid
extraordinary scenery, guests observe artisans practicing
age-old techniques, from indigo dyeing to basket weaving to fashioning silver ceremonial headdresses. They are
also invited to learn paper making and batik making from
true masters. Private seven-day tours, spring through fall,
from $2,115.

11

Raise
global
citizens.

Foster a sense of social and
environmental responsibility in
your children – and have a blast in
the process – during a 12-day Big
Five Tours & Expeditions tiger
conservation trip in India. Sleeping
under the stars in a bed on stilts;
witnessing Bengal tigers, leopards,
and rusty-spotted cats (the world’s
smallest felines) slinking around
their jungle homes; and meeting
resilient families living in the Dharavi
slum makes an impression and
plants the seeds for a lifelong interest in the larger world. Departures:
Private, customizable tours, including
Tadoba, Pench, and Satpura national
parks, from $450 per person per day.
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12

13 Hop on the bus.

Set your sights on
visionary guides.
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ﬂﬂﬁﬂcﬂﬂﬂﬂjﬂcﬂﬂﬂ”ﬂﬂayﬂﬂCalﬂaﬂyﬂﬂAlbﬂﬂﬂaﬂbaﬂﬂdﬂVﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂavﬂlﬂ
advﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂNaﬂaﬂhaﬂRhﬂdﬂﬂ.ﬂ“Iﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂhaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂvﬂdﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂwaﬂdﬂ
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Vﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂadvﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcaﬂﬂhﬂlﬂﬂyﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬂcﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂwﬂﬂdﬂfﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂhﬂﬂqﬂalﬂﬂyﬂﬂfﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂ.

14
Ditch
singleuse
plastics.

Gﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂfacﬂ:ﬂCﬂachﬂﬂﬂavﬂlﬂﬂﬂdﬂcﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂdﬂ
cﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂbﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂallyﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂcaﬂbﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ–ﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂ
lyﬂ40ﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhaﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂdﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂxﬂﬂaﬂﬂlyﬂ85ﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂﬂ
lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhaﬂﬂcaﬂﬂﬂaﬂdﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂWﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂlﬂﬂfﬁﬂcﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
cﬂachﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂwﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂvﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂlﬂﬂﬂalﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂvaﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂSﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂyﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlfﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂ16ﬂdayﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂIﬂdﬂaﬂﬂ
whﬂﬂﬂﬂyﬂﬂ’llﬂjﬂﬂﬂﬂwﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhaﬂdﬂdyﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂdﬂblﬂckﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂ
ﬂﬂallﬂvﬂllaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂAﬂavallﬂﬂMﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂDepartures: Biweekly,
September through April; from $5,820.

Lﬂﬂkﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂkﬂﬂﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂcﬂbﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂaﬂdﬂbaﬂﬂ?ﬂHﬂwﬂabﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ–ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂfﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂclﬂﬂﬂcyclﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂaﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂfﬂ.ﬂﬂ
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aﬂdﬂTheﬂBﬂanﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂTahﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂahﬂadﬂwﬂﬂhﬂalﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂvﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂwaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂcﬂbﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂclﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂvﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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BE A RHINO AMBASSADOR.

HﬂﬂﬂJﬂaﬂﬂLﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂVﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂavﬂlﬂadvﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂSﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂavﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
Aﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂbﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂCﬂﬂﬂﬂcallyﬂﬂﬂdaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂ–ﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂhﬂﬂhﬂ
dﬂﬂaﬂdﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhaﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂhﬂﬂwﬂﬂldﬂ–ﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂvﬂﬂhﬂﬂbﬂvﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂ
ﬂﬂ.ﬂ“WhﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂAfﬂﬂcaﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂbﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂffﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂﬂachﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂavﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂldﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂadﬂﬂhﬂﬂwﬂﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂﬂﬂacﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂVﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂaﬂdﬂChﬂﬂaﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂchaﬂﬂﬂaﬂyﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬂcﬂﬂﬂ”ﬂLﬂﬂﬂﬂayﬂ.
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Discover an
exemplary island.

OﬁﬁﬁﬁprﬁvﬁﬁeﬁﬁslﬁﬁdﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁKoﬁﬁRoﬁﬁﬁ
ﬁrcﬁﬁpelﬁﬁoﬁﬁSﬁﬁﬁﬁSaaﬁresorﬁﬁ
boﬁsﬁsﬁCﬁmbodﬁﬁ’sﬁﬁﬁrsﬁﬁmﬁrﬁﬁeﬁ
reserve;ﬁproﬁrﬁmsﬁﬁoﬁproﬁecﬁﬁseﬁﬁ
ﬁurﬁlesﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁrovesﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁrﬁreﬁ
seﬁﬁrﬁssﬁmeﬁdows;ﬁﬁﬁdﬁcommuﬁﬁﬁyﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁvesﬁﬁﬁﬁcludﬁﬁﬁﬁmedﬁcﬁlﬁmﬁssﬁoﬁsﬁbyﬁboﬁﬁ.ﬁEveﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁ24ﬁeleﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁﬁﬁcﬁed-roofﬁvﬁllﬁsﬁﬁreﬁmﬁdeﬁfromﬁ
recycledﬁﬁﬁdﬁreclﬁﬁmedﬁmﬁﬁerﬁﬁls.ﬁ
Villas from $890, including breakfast
daily, a $100 resort credit, a $100
spa credit, and a one-hour private
yoga class.

18

Hang ten, but leave no trace.

TﬁﬁsﬁyeﬁrﬁﬁSﬁﬁﬁvaﬁFusﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ57-vﬁllﬁﬁbﬁrefooﬁﬁresorﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁUNESCOﬁBﬁospﬁereﬁReserveﬁofﬁ
BﬁﬁﬁAﬁollﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁMﬁldﬁvesﬁﬁlﬁuﬁcﬁedﬁﬁﬁsusﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁbleﬁsurfﬁproﬁrﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁeco-frﬁeﬁdlyﬁsurfboﬁrdsﬁﬁleﬁsﬁesﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁrﬁsﬁﬁﬁuﬁrdsﬁﬁplusﬁsuﬁscreeﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁboﬁrdﬁwﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁrﬁﬁeﬁcreﬁﬁuresﬁcﬁﬁﬁloveﬁﬁﬁdﬁlocﬁlﬁouﬁreﬁcﬁﬁﬁoﬁeﬁcourﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁeﬁﬁexﬁﬁﬁeﬁerﬁﬁﬁoﬁﬁﬁoﬁcﬁﬁmpﬁoﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁrﬁ
ﬁomeﬁwﬁﬁers.ﬁDoubles from $1,036, including breakfast daily, Champagne and Maldivian
tapas, one lunch for two, and a departure gift. Surf sessions from May to October; $350 per
guest for three hours with an instructor/guide.

Sleep in while
progress is made.

Iﬁ’sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
bouﬁﬁqueﬁLoﬁdoﬁﬁﬁoﬁelﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁkesﬁ
sﬁelﬁerﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuesﬁsﬁsoﬁdﬁvﬁﬁeﬁﬁwouldﬁ
ﬁelpﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁﬁﬁwﬁyﬁﬁoﬁpuﬁﬁroofsﬁoverﬁﬁﬁeﬁ
ﬁeﬁdsﬁofﬁﬁﬁoseﬁwﬁﬁﬁouﬁﬁﬁﬁem.ﬁLﬁsﬁﬁ
yeﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁmulﬁﬁ-lﬁureledﬁﬁ69-roomﬁ
properﬁyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁpﬁlmyﬁBelﬁrﬁvﬁﬁﬁ
dﬁsﬁrﬁcﬁﬁpﬁrﬁﬁeredﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁcﬁﬁy’sﬁ
lﬁrﬁesﬁﬁﬁomelessﬁresourceﬁceﬁﬁerﬁ
ﬁoﬁlﬁuﬁcﬁﬁHoﬁelﬁScﬁoolﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmersﬁveﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁproﬁrﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁcﬁesﬁ
ﬁospﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁyﬁskﬁllsﬁﬁoﬁﬁomelessﬁﬁﬁdﬁ
vulﬁerﬁbleﬁpeopleﬁdurﬁﬁﬁﬁ12-weekﬁ
proﬁrﬁmsﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁelpsﬁcoﬁﬁecﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁemﬁﬁoﬁwork.ﬁDoubles from $550,
including breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.
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PACK CHARITABLY.

“CﬁeckﬁouﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁPackﬁfﬁﬁﬁaﬁPuﬁpﬁsﬁﬁwebsﬁﬁeﬁﬁoﬁseeﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬁeededﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁ
locﬁﬁﬁoﬁﬁyou’reﬁvﬁsﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁsﬁysﬁVﬁrﬁuosoﬁﬁrﬁvelﬁﬁdvﬁsorﬁErﬁﬁﬁGreeﬁﬁofﬁExcelsﬁorﬁﬁMﬁﬁﬁesoﬁﬁ.ﬁ
“MﬁﬁyﬁVﬁrﬁuosoﬁﬁoﬁelsﬁﬁreﬁpﬁrﬁﬁersﬁﬁﬁdﬁcollecﬁﬁdoﬁﬁﬁﬁoﬁsﬁfromﬁﬁrﬁvelersﬁforﬁﬁﬁeﬁlocﬁlﬁ
commuﬁﬁﬁy.ﬁForﬁexﬁmpleﬁﬁTurﬁleﬁIﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁBelﬁzeﬁpﬁrﬁﬁersﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlocﬁlﬁprﬁmﬁryﬁscﬁoolﬁﬁﬁdﬁ
collecﬁsﬁmucﬁ-ﬁeededﬁscﬁoolﬁsupplﬁesﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬁrﬁﬁuesﬁsﬁdoﬁﬁﬁe.”ﬁYou’llﬁﬁﬁﬁdﬁsomeﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁoﬁ
ﬁﬁllﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁexﬁrﬁﬁspﬁceﬁforﬁﬁﬁeﬁﬁrﬁpﬁﬁome.ﬁ

(SCHOOL SUPPLIES) KARANDAEV/GETTY IMAGES
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H

onolulu excites the senses,
The Kahala refreshes the soul
Each day at The Kahala we are grateful for the opportunity to
make your stay unforgettable. The Spirit of Aloha has never
been greater at The Kahala. We can’t wait to share it with you.

(DANCER) THINKSTOCK IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES
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Embrace the
spirit of aloha.

Time is precious. Spend it graciously.

Assistant editor Rebecca Ratterman
reports: The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua
recently emerged from a $30 million
sustainablility-minded renovation.
Works by artists with strong connections to Hawaii hang in each
of its 463 refreshed guest rooms,
exclusively native foliage now grows
around the 10,000-square-foot,
three-level pool, and a new smoothie
shop, Kai Café, offers an array of locally sourced treats. But the property’s history of sustainability dates
back to its origin. Just before the
hotel opened its doors in 1992, management discovered a nearby wahi
pana (sacred site), now known as the
Honokahua Preservation Site, which
inspired a campaign to prioritize and
preserve other aspects of Hawaiian
heritage. The hotel’s longtime cultural advisor Clifford Nae’ole ensures
the resort’s accurate and genuine
representation of and involvement
with Hawaiian culture and people.
Every April, the Celebration of the
Arts Festival, which Nae’ole cofounded, shines as an event that highlights
local rituals, food, art, and customs.
Guests also engage year-round
with Aloha E Ka La, a nightly sunset
ceremony in the lobby, and weekly
Sense of Place presentations on
Hawaii’s history and future. Doubles
from $750, including breakfast daily
and a $100 hotel credit.
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For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

AD XXXXX
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are NO
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Please shareThere
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with
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The world’s ﬁnest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

First Person

HEAVEN IS JUST
THE FOUR OF US
GETTING BACK TO BASICS FOR A BIG CELEBRATION.

T

HE COCOON OF OUR DOUBLE ROOM AT THE FOUR
Seasons Biltmore was working its magic. Palm fronds
shushed outside our terrace window, and the tiled pool lay
still and silent. Santa Barbara’s peaceful, tropical ease had
lulled me into a deep, restful sleep.
Around six in the morning, my eyes shot open. Rapping at
the door …
I jumped up, grabbed a white terry-cloth robe.
“Sorry, miss. Did someone call security?”
My sister, Kristen, and I were sharing a room for the first time in
years, but as my eyes adjusted to the dim morning light, I realized her
bed was empty. It was empty, the security guard explained, because
my sister was locked outside on the terrace.

1 24
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“What happened?” I grinned, unlatching the slider. Kristen, also
wearing a white terry-cloth robe, was sitting on a chaise lounge grading a stack of papers.
“Sorry,” she said sheepishly. “It locked behind me.”
“You must be freezing!” I exclaimed.
“Nah.” She shrugged. “These robes are the best! Lucky I had my
phone, though.”
By 7 am we were propped back in bed with espressos. Having survived the “Lucy and Ethel” portion of our trip, we were now free to not
only reminisce about our favorite travel fiascos, a sisterly specialty –
simultaneously missing trains to the same place, taking wrong turns
on bikes, losing our wallets – but also to focus on the real reason we
were here: Mom and Dad.

ABBEY LOSSING

BY KIM BROWN SEELY

a change of view
with Princess
®

Something happens when you immerse yourself in a new landscape. By
stepping out of your routine and into different destinations, your perspective
shifts. Notice how brilliant red and gold hues surrounding ancient shrines
transport you to to the past. How the sound of the calving glaciers disturbs
the silence of Alaska’s waters. Sail somewhere unique, and see the world anew.

inside passage with
glacier bay national park

when booking a balcony or above^

Plus, receive up to $75 onboard spending money per stateroom !
†

777777777777777777777777
78777t77p7S77ttl7777M77711172019
Mini-Suitee
faresefrom

2,049

$

*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses up to $215 are addititonal.

fall foliage circle hokkaido
877777777877887777777777777
78777t77p7T8k787(Y8k8h787)777O7t77172019
Mini-Suitee
faresefrom

2,749

$

*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses up to $110 are addititonal.

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today!

*$2,049efareeisebasedeonecategoryeMDeoneRubyePrincess®esailinge5/11/19,e$2,749efareeisebasedeonecategoryeMDeoneDiamondePrincess®esailinge10/7/19eoneaespace-availableebasiseatetimeeofebooking.eFareseforeotheredatesemayevary.eFareseareepereperson,enon-air,ecruise-only,ebasedeonedoublee
occupancy an apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares o not apply to singles or thir /fourth-berth passengers. This offer is capacity controlle an may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger iscount, inclu ing onboar cre its.
Offer is not transferable an is available to resi ents of the 50 Unite States, Cana a, Puerto Rico, Mexico an the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or ol er an receive this offer. Fares quote in U.S. ollars. †Up to $75 onboar cre it is per stateroom, base on ouble
occupancy. Onboar cre it may be use on a single voyage only, is not re eemable for cash, cannot be use for the casino an expires at the en of that voyage. Onboar cre it is quote in U.S. ollars. Voi where prohibite by law. Certain restrictions apply. ^Please refer to your
travel agent for terms, con itions an efinitions that apply to all bookings. Offer may combine with other offers such as group onboar cre its, limite time offers an Military benefits. ©2018 Princess Cruise Lines, Lt . Ships of Bermu an an British registry.

First Person
Our parents happened to both be celebrating their 80th birthdays, six months apart.
A celebration was in order! Since they were
marking a big milestone, I’d assumed we
should be thinking big as well. But while Mom
and Dad are intrepid travelers (Iran, Egypt,
Morocco, Bhutan, India, Sicily, Cuba – you
name it, they’ve either been there or are
going next month), they’re not big group
people. Fourth-generation Californians,
they’re sophisticated, but low-key. They
wanted to keep it cozy. And so my sister and
I found ourselves lucky beneficiaries of a
dream plan: just the four of us together for
the first time in decades, celebrating our
timeless Californian parents in a timeless
Californian place.
This was shortly before Montecito’s tragic
mudslides earlier this year. It stuns us now
looking back at it to think how unimaginably
things changed. The Biltmore shuttered its
doors all winter, while the town began its delicate recovery. The hotel reopened in June.
Shared travel history weaves family identity, and when you’re a child forming your
perceptions of the world, the very act of moving through it as a traveler gets hardwired to
your DNA. In the 1970s, our family’s travels
were free-spirited and adventurous, not luxurious. We drove a Volkswagen Thing through
the Yucatán jungle, rafted the Colorado
River, backpacked for miles in the Sierra. We
didn’t do resorts or take what most people
now would even think of as a vacation. Once
my sister and I were busy with work and
families of our own, we traveled vicariously
through our parents – often the first humans
we knew who’d been to some exotic place –
but as our families grew, it was harder to pull
off serious travel together.
By the time I’d arrived in Santa Barbara
from Seattle and my sister from Jackson,
Mississippi, the four of us had spent months in
anticipation of our mini-reunion. Mom and Dad
had driven to the Biltmore from their home
in Southern California a few hours away. We
found them happily ensconced in a secondfloor corner king room with French doors
opening onto a balcony. It overlooked a pool
edged by feathery fern trees and leafy palms.
And there was cake! The hotel had sent
up a sinfully rich dark-chocolate confection
frosted in shiny chocolate icing. On top, a white
chocolate flag proclaimed “Happy Birthday!”
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WITH BOSSY BIG-SISTER
AUTHORITY, I’D DECLARED WE
SHOULD HAVE ONE GOAL A DAY,
PROVIDING A LOOSE STRUCTURE FOR
GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER.

We reverted to our best bad family habits and
demolished several slices before dinner.

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN IT’S JUST YOUR
original nuclear family traveling together
again for the first time in 30 years? With
bossy big-sister authority, I’d declared we
should have one goal a day, providing a loose
structure for getting the band back together.
Accordingly, Mom booked a private tour
at Lotusland, a 37-acre estate with exotic
gardens designed by the fabulously eccentric Madame Ganna Walska. Dad drove
us through the hills of Santa Barbara to
the Old Mission with aplomb (which got
us reminiscing about road trips past: all
those miles we’d logged in the 1970s via
our cocoa-brown VW camper van – winding
up Highway 1 to redwood country, braving switchback turns en route to the High
Sierra, driving to Baja for campouts on the
beach). And there was an exquisite birthday
dinner at San Ysidro Ranch – just the four
of us alfresco beneath cozy heat lamps
and olive trees strung with white lights. It’s
bittersweet to have celebrated there: San
Ysidro Ranch, badly damaged in the slides, is
closed until further notice.
We had such a lovely time, we shut the
place down, and it occurred to me that you
never know what the next moment will bring.
Not only were my sister and I fortunate our
parents were still so healthy and active, we
were also incredibly lucky to be able to spend
this kind of time with them now that Kristen
and I (in our fifties) were practically adults.
The thing about sons and daughters is that,
when we’re with our original nuclear family,
we often revert back to our original familial
roles. But now we were all grown up; my sister
and I were no longer carrying heavy packs
up steep shale slopes and whining about our

blisters. Spending time with moms and dads
reminds us that they’re our first reference
point – flawed and wonderful as they are.
And what we admire, with a reverence that
grows over time, is them. They’re our pole
stars, our trusted guidebooks.
Of course, our true goal was one that can
prove elusive these days: savoring the simple pleasures of just being together. During
long breakfasts at the Biltmore, we talked
about everything – Dad’s new mountain
bike, Mom’s latest art opening, old family
friends, politics, climate change, who was
reading what, who was watching what, who
had been where – but the real conversation,
the one that’s passed down from generation
to generation, like blue eyes or curly hair, is
subtext: values, beliefs, character.

BY DAY TWO OF OUR FOUR-DAY WEEKEND
we waltzed into breakfast like we owned the
place. My parents were glowing – they seemed
so happy, and I realized that, although they
adore their sons-in-law and grandkids, there
was also something elemental and important
about reconnecting just the four of us. Every
family has its distinct culture, and being back
in that culture, in the land of the Browns, was
like hitting an instant reset button. Grounding,
but somehow different too.
Spending this much time in such a genteel
resort setting was not the kind of thing our
hardy pioneer-stock California family typically did. Extravagance was in the air! As we
lounged poolside and the sun sank toward
the Pacific, Mom turned a page in her book,
and Dad dozed off reading The New Yorker.
My sister and I ordered cappuccinos and
gazed through our giant sunglasses. You’d
almost think we acted this way every day. I
felt a quiet happiness fizzing up and realized
it wasn’t just the caffeine. It was love.

Customizing the Travel Experience
For over 30 years, Swain Destinations has been crafting one-of-a-kind journeys to
mesmerizing locations and creating unforgettable experiences. From native Australians
and New Zealanders to South Africans and Zimbabweans, our destination experts
ensure that you not only visit a destination, but truly experience it.

Australia

New Zealand

Africa

Asia

"Australia is rich in natural
wonders, unique flora and fauna, a
fascinating indigenous culture and
superb Pacific-Rim cuisine. There
is a treasure trove of activities on
offer and best of all are the friendly
people and the relaxed local
lifestyle you will encounter."

"New Zealand packs many
marvels of the world into a
land mass one-third of the
size of California, and proves
that landscapes beyond the
imagination do in fact exist. Its
magnificence cultivates a sense
of wonder that will stay with
me forever."

"Waking to an African sunrise
before you embark on safari is
nothing short of magical. Elephants
roaming through the brush and
majestic giraffes standing above
the trees listening for predators;
all the while the roar of wild boar
echoes for miles. The African plains
come alive, and so will you."

"One of my favorite moments in
Thailand was a trip to the floating
markets outside of Bangkok. It was
crowded, energetic, and chaotic.
Within 15 minutes, I was sitting at
the water's edge, eating freshlymade ice cream out of a coconut
while a mix of locals and tourists
buzzed in the background."

—Kathryn, Travel Consultant

—Cory, Relationship Manager

—Ian, Vice President of Operations

—Anne, Relationship Manager

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to Start Planning Today!

Need to Know

HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER
THE TRAVEL TIPS,
INSIGHT, AND
ESSENTIALS YOU
NEED NOW.
Istanbul’s Ortaköy Mosque.

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

FREEZE FRAME
“I always try to use whatever light
source I have in my favor. When I took
this photo at London’s Origin Coffee,
the afternoon sun was coming in from
a large window to my left. When you
photograph anything that’s moving,
such as the water here, you need to
set a fast shutter speed. For this, I shot
at 1/160 of a second.”
– Nanna Dís, from “Shoreditch
Nonstop,” page 50
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from Coral Gables, Florida.
“The city is clean, safe, and full
of energy, with great service
at hotels and restaurants.
I would strongly recommend
Turkey to travelers.”

UNPACK YOUR SNACKS
After a gradual, yearlong
rollout, the TSA’s enhanced
screening procedures are officially in place. New rules mean
that staff can ask you to remove snacks and powders from
your bag during screening too –
so make sure they’re organized
and easily accessible. Travelers
with TSA PreCheck are exempt
from these restrictions, making
now a good time to enroll if
you haven’t already. It just got
easier: As of this summer, you
can sign up for PreCheck at
Staples stores around the U.S.
●

VIRGIN GALACTIC FLIES
AGAIN Virgin Galactic’s successful test flights of the VSS
Unity this spring are the space
tourism company’s first rocketpowered launches of its spacecraft since the loss of the VSS
Enterprise in October 2014. The
milestones mark the final phase
●

of test flights – the company will
soon relocate from Mojave, California, to Spaceport America
outside Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico, with the aim of
becoming the first commercial
spaceline to fly passengers into
suborbital space.
VIP TREATMENT AT SEA
Did you know that Virtuoso
travelers have access to
Virtuoso Voyages, a program
that gives cruisers an array of
complimentary benefits on
700-plus sailings every year?
The experiences – only available when booking through
a Virtuoso travel advisor –
include invite-only welcome
receptions on the ship, onboard
credits, and exclusive shore excursions, from private-car-anddriver tours in multiple ports
(including the Amalfi Coast) to
opulent, multicourse lunches at
The Oberoi, Mumbai.
●

(COFFEE SHOP) NANNA DÍS, (TURKEY) ROBERT HARDING/ALAMY

TURKEY’S TOURISM
COMEBACK Despite the U.S.
State Department’s current
Level 3 (“reconsider travel”)
advisory for Turkey, which
stemmed from events including a terrorist attack in 2015
and a failed government coup
the year after, foreign visits to
the country increased by 23
percent in 2017. Royal Caribbean International, Regent
Seven Seas Cruises, and
other lines recently announced
they’re returning to Turkey in
2019, with port calls scheduled
in Kusadasi and Istanbul. “I
had an amazing experience
on a recent trip to Istanbul,”
says Enrique R. Felgueres Jr.,
a Virtuoso agency executive
●

ASK THE ADVISORS

TIP

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SECRET BEACH DESTINATION?

Skip the car service:
Paraglide in to Six
Senses Zighy Bay.

“Stay at Grace Bay
Club in Turks and
Caicos, home to
some of the best
sugar-sand beaches
in the world. Resort
staff will take you by
boat to a deserted
strip of beach with a
picnic basket and an
umbrella. Or try the
Bill & Coo Mykonos,
which offers a lesserknown beach – plus
a foodie and party
scene – at a supercool property.”
– Peter Lloyd, Atlanta

“Hotel Esencia is one
of my favorite beach
destinations. It’s still
very much under the
radar and a favorite
for celebrities and
those in the know.
This former home of
an Italian duchess
sits on one of the
prettiest beaches on
the Riviera Maya. It’s
perfect for those who
want a taste of Tulum
without sacrificing
luxury.” – Erina
Pindar Chamberlain,
New York City

“Oman’s Six Senses
Zighy Bay, a twohour drive from
Dubai, offers some
amazing arrival options: via four-wheel
drive from a hill
overlooking the bay,
a speedboat, or even
a paraglider. You have
the Hajar Mountains
on one side and a
private beach on the
other for snorkeling,
scuba diving, and
more.” – Diana
Moon, Chattanooga, Tennessee

“In Havana,
Internet service is
poor and not available outside of
your hotel. Bring
plenty of cash;
credit cards from
U.S. banks aren’t
accepted. You’ll
want comfortable
walking shoes as
well – and try to
put everything in a
carry-on, as luggage delivery
at the airport
is slow.”
– Jaime Leon,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic
(Read more about Cuba
on page 88.)

60,000
THE AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF VISITORS IN VENICE DURING
PEAK SEASON: JUNE THROUGH AUGUST. DURING A WEEKEND
THIS PAST APRIL, LOCAL GOVERNMENT LIMITED TOURISTS FROM
ACCESSING CERTAIN AREAS OF THE CITY AND ANNOUNCED THAT
THE BAN MAY CONTINUE DURING BUSY SUMMER HOLIDAYS.

BACKGROUND RESEARCH

WE’RE
OBSESSED WITH

(VENICE) GETTY IMAGES, (ILLUSTRATION) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

IF YOU’RE GOING TO …

AMSTERDAM (“Insiders’ Amsterdam,” page 98): Get inspired with
the coffee-table tome Rijks, Masters of the Golden Age, filled with
the Rembrandts, Vermeers, and
other works that you’ll see on the
walls of the city’s Rijksmuseum.

HAWAII (“Be Right Back,” page
82): Our guilty-pleasure selection: Blue Crush, the 2002 surf
flick starring Kate Bosworth and
Michelle Rodriguez that revolves
around aspiring female pro boarders on Oahu’s North Shore.

THE MEDITERRANEAN (“Be
Right Back,” page 81): Read Beautiful Ruins, Jess Walter’s ambitious, decades-spanning novel
about an aging American actress
who retreats to Porto Vergogna, a
fictional town in the Cinque Terre.

“Salt aficionados unite! I always
keep a Maldon Salt Pinch Tin in
my carry-on tote. All salt is not
created equal – don’t let anyone
tell you otherwise. Maldon is the
best, and I use this little tin on the
road often: One dash gives in-flight
cuisine a kick.” $4, amazon.com.
– Korena Bolding Sinnett,
associate art director
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WHERE WOULD YOU LOVE TO GO?

TAHITI

MEXICO

SAINT LUCIA

INTERCONTINENTAL MOOREA RESORT & SPA

THE RITZ-CARLTON, CANCUN

SUGAR BEACH, A VICEROY RESORT

FROM

$

719

1
FROM

Includes roundtrip airport transfers in Moorea,
two FREE nights and daily breakfast.

ITALY

4

900

FROM

FROM

Virtuoso Amenities :

$

1052

5

DREAMS LAS MAREAS COSTA RICA

THE WESTIN EXCELSIOR ROME

Unlimited-Luxury®
Junior Suite Double Bed
Tropical View.
Includes $200 in resort coupons
per room and FREE Wi-Fi.

Deluxe Room.
Includes reduced rate
PLUS Kids 11 & younger
stay FREE!

JAPAN

FROM

$

1087

3

HYATT REGENCY HAKONE
RESORT AND SPA

Mountain View Twin/Twin Room.
Includes FREE Wi-Fi and
complimentary transportation from
Odawara Station or Gora Station.

$

1695

3

Sugar Mill Luxury Room.
Ask about Kids stay FREE!

Includes complimentary room upgrade,
daily buffet breakfast, $100 food & beverage
credit, complimentary basic internet and
early/late check-in/out.

Includes complimentary room upgrade,
one complimentary dinner for two (beverages,
taxes and gratuities excluded), one beverage
credit of 6,000CFP per room (credit not valid on
the room rate) and early/late check-in/out.
$

Meal Plan Available

2

Virtuoso Amenities2:

FROM

1542

3

One-Bedroom Oceanfront Suite.
Kids 17 & younger stay FREE!

Lanai Room.

COSTA RICA

$

Virtuoso Amenities2:

Includes daily breakfast, $100 in resort credit
and early/late check-in/out.

HAWAII

FROM

$

6

1371

NEW YORK

FROM

$

2255

3

GRAND WAILEA

THE PLAZA

Ocean View – 1 King Room.
Includes 5th night FREE and daily
buffet breakfast for two.

Plaza – King Room.
Kids 11 & younger stay FREE!

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nights’ accommodation, taxes and more.
Unlimited-Luxury® resorts include all meals, drinks7, snacks, activities and more!
Ask about complete vacation packages with convenient flights, exciting activities and more!

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!
1
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/1 – 12/15/18, in Lanai room.
2Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Inclusions are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may apply for certain amenities. Please ask for details.
3
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/1/18, in room category as noted.
4
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/1/18, Junior Suite Double Bed Tropical View. Rate does not include a $29 per person Departure Tax to be collected at the airport upon departure from Costa Rica.
5
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/1/18, Deluxe Room. Rate is non-refundable and requires full payment at time of booking. Rates do not include a city tourist tax of up to €7 (Euros) per person per night to be collected directly by the hotel
in Rome.
6
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/1/18, Ocean View – 1 King Room. Rate valid on new bookings made by 10/31/18 for select travel 8/20 – 12/25/18. Minimum 5-night stay required. Blackout dates may apply. Offer may not be combined with any other offer.
7
Age restrictions may apply.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the
hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled.
Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-flight notification deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or questions. Not
responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2018 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• DREAMY TAHITIAN HIDEAWAY
The Brando is a place of daydreams. The former home of Marlon Brando, this all-inclusive
estate today welcomes well-heeled sun-seekers, romantics, and other escape artists to Tahiti
with style and unwavering hospitality. The eco-friendly resort comprises 35 villas on private
beaches, each with a plunge pool. Days are as active or relaxing as one wishes:
Learn a Polynesian dance or how to play the ukulele, go biking or bird-watching, snorkel or
stand-up paddleboard, or venture into the old native forest. Indulge at the Varua Te Ora
Polynesian Spa, where holistic and cutting-edge treatments, steam baths, a tea lounge, a
relaxation room, and a yoga shelter vie for your attention. Dine on organically grown produce,
prepared by Guy Martin of the two-Michelin-starred Le Grand Véfour in Paris. Guests may
opt to dine in their room, on their private deck, by the pool, or on the beach.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until July 31, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes
free round-trip interisland flights between Tahiti and Tetiaroa for two when staying three nights or longer, a EUR 100
resort credit, breakfast daily, and more.

• EXPERIENCE MORE IN SANTA BARBARA
Just steps from picturesque Butterfly Beach and the Pacific Ocean, the iconic Four Seasons
Resort The Biltmore Santa Barbara is the grande dame of the “American Riviera.” Set amid
22 acres of lush jungle and tranquil gardens, the resort is a classic Spanish colonial estate
infused with modern elegance. Guests enjoy lavish accommodations, a well-appointed spa,
three restaurants, and a wide array of activities and amenities.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available July 10 through September 30, 2018; book by August 31,
2018. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes up to $300 resort credit.

• BLISS ON THE BAY
With sweeping views of Singapore’s Marina Bay, The Fullerton Bay Hotel Singapore is an
idyllic urban getaway. Begin your stay with a hearty breakfast at La Brasserie, spend the day
shopping or learning about the historic precinct during a complimentary heritage tour, then
return for a lovely afternoon tea at The Landing Point.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 30, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive experience
includes afternoon tea for two, breakfast daily for two, and more.

• NEW YEAR’S EVE UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
50 Degrees North takes those who want their adventure with a side of indulgence to where
mountains meet fjords and unspoiled nature is de rigueur. High above the Arctic Circle in
northern Norway, this exclusive retreat boasts exceptional cuisine and an eye-popping
location overlooking the Lyngen fjord. Go dogsledding and ice-fishing, but save enough
steam to stay awake for the northern lights.

Virtuoso rates from $4,100 per person. Available through December 28, 2018. Includes five nights’ accommodation, all
meals, round-trip transfers, New Year’s Eve dinner and fireworks, outdoor activities, and more.

• THE MAGNIFICENT MOSELLE AND ROMANTIC RHINE
New for 2019, Uniworld Boutique River Cruise Collection charts a course along the alluring
Moselle and Rhine rivers. Germany’s most spectacular backdrops come into focus, from
Cologne to Frankfurt, featuring timber-framed houses, dramatic castle ruins, charming wine
villages, lofty mountains, and more. Virtuoso Voyages benefits include a custom curated
shore excursion in Rüdesheim, a private cocktail reception, and an onboard host.

Virtuoso fares from $3,899 per person. River Queen departs April 23, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes a $200
shipboard credit per person.

Souvenir

VENICE
Venice is awash with trinket
hawkers, but dive into its labyrinthine alleys and you’ll discover
artists that Pantaloon himself
would approve of. Drop bags at
Londra Palace, a historic 53room hotel on San Marco Basin,
then take the water bus two
stops to Dorsoduro for studios
such as that of Giorgio Nason,
a direct descendent of one of
Murano’s original glassmaking
families. A minute’s walk west
near the Peggy Guggenheim
Collection, Antiquariato Claudia
Canestrelli is a trove of vintage
lithographs, Venetian door
knockers, corkscrews, and other
antique finds from the city. Plan
for face time at Giorgio Galasso’s
San Marco 596 Maschere
Veneziane, within earshot of
Piazza San Marco’s hordes,
where Galasso paints and bejewels Carnival masks on forms
his wife makes and offers private
workshops for kids and adults.
For something to write home
about, take note of Scriba’s
hand-bound journals, marbled
paper, Murano-glass fountain
pens, and regal array of wax
letter seals and supplies.
– Justin Paul, senior editor

Venice finds from San Marco 596
Maschere Veneziane (masks),
Antiquariato Claudia Canestrelli
(Pulcinella bronze), and Scriba
(wax, seal, and metallic sheen).

TIP: Ask the Londra Palace concierge for a priority access pass to the terrace at T Fondaco dei Tedeschi; the Grand Canal’s sixteenth-century trading hall
has been transformed into a luxury department store with a rooftop deck commanding the best 360-degree view of Venice.
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(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

MYSTERY FLOURISHES
IN THE FLOATING CITY.

My luxury is

meeting the locals.

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler Sharon Amaya

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS. The

best travel experiences uniquely reflect
you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s meeting the
locals or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every
client, every detail, every time.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Client-Only Perks
You can count on a Virtuoso travel advisor for things like
hotel credits, complimentary upgrades, and personalized touches.
Whether for a weekend escape or longer itinerary, they’ll ensure
all your travels are extraordinary. Find one who’s right for you
from the advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

