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HOW WE TRAVEL NOW

Bellagio, Las Vegas.

TRAVEL INSIDERS, HERE FOR YOU
When you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration
and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now.
For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable vacation.
Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.
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THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

R E D I S C O V E R T H E T R A N S F O R M AT I V E
POWER OF TRAVEL
I N U LT R A - L U X U R Y W I T H S E A B O U R N

TRAVEL FEEDS YOUR SOUL
The past year brought a number of revelations. A greater appreciation for the little things
in life. The importance of human connections, and a deep desire to travel again.
At Seabourn, we are passionate about ensuring guests’ every comfort is taken care of so
you can focus on learning about new cultures, meeting new people, enjoying farm-to-

table local cuisine, and having once-in-a-lifetime adventures as your ultra-luxury
resort at sea travels to the most sought after destinations across all 7 continents.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO
PLAN AND BOOK YOUR SEABOURN EXPEDITION.

VENTURES BY SEABOURN
FOR MIND AND BODY
Our passionate team of scientists, scholars and naturalists lead Ventures by Seabourn®
excursions on select itineraries around the world. Launching directly from the ship, our fleet
of Zodiacs® and double sea kayaks deliver a rare combination of education,

enrichment and life-changing experiences like trekking a valley carved out by glaciers in
Greenland or snorkeling from our Zodiacs in the South Pacific.

*Available for an additional charge.
We are staying atop health and safety protocols in our continuing effort to minimize the risk of exposure to COVID-19, which may impact our voyages and offerings, including amenities and itineraries.
All U.S. voyages are subject to CDC Cruise Travel Advice which is available at https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/covid-4/coronavirus-cruise-ship.

THE HEALING POWER OF NATURE
ON A SEABOURN EXPEDITION
Nature is the original antidote for stress.

Imagine what seeing 250,000 pairs of King penguins
surrounded by mountains and glaciers will do for
your perspective.
You’re invited to join the inaugural season on
Seabourn Venture, our new purpose-built ship where
expedition meets ultra-luxury adventure with no
compromises. Designed and operated with a focus
on environmental stewardship and sustainability,
Seabourn Venture will take you to the planet’s
most pristine and nature-rich destinations.

Our world-class Expedition Team personalizes each
day of your adventure based on nature’s conditions
and seasonal wildlife behavior to ensure you have
life-changing experiences like whales bubble-net
feeding in front of your kayak or watching a polar
bear hunting for seals from your Zodiac®.

WATCH AND BE INSPIRED

SEABOURN VENTURE’S INAUGURAL SEASON IN WINTER 2022:
SVALBARD | GREENLAND | CANADIAN ARCTIC | ANTARCTICA | SOUTH GEORGIA | AMAZON
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Catering to the discerning traveler, Delano Las Vegas is an understated, all-suite retreat just steps away
from the action and amenities of Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino. With its boutique offerings,
Delano brings the effortless style and unparalleled service of the original Delano South Beach
to the vibrant energy of the Las Vegas Strip. Delano ushers in a fresh sense of discovery and
sophistication that delivers all the comforts you expect in a world-class hotel.

ADVERTISEMENT

EUROPEAN ELEGANCE INTRODUCED
TO THE OCEANS OF THE WORLD

Explora Journeys combines
centuries-old seafaring
experience with superlative
European refinement to
introduce a bold new vision
for luxury ocean travel.
THIS IS A STORY that starts in 1940s
Sorrento with a Neapolitan ferry captain,
Gianluigi Aponte, who – together with the
Swiss sweetheart he met when she was a
passenger on one of his crossings – went on
to create MSC, a global shipping operation
and the world’s largest privately-owned cruise
company. Now this Swiss-Italian seafaring
family are fulfilling their life-long dream and
launching Explora Journeys, an exquisite,
modern luxury cruise experience like no other.
Explora Journeys is set to transform ocean travel
through a synergy of the chicest ships and the
most immersive itineraries that allow guests to
discover further, travel deeper and linger a little
longer at each destination. These are enriching
holidays for the curious, cosmopolitan traveller
who wants to create connections that last long
beyond the cruise itself.
On sailings between seven and 58 nights long,

“The ocean is in our family’s
DNA. It connects you with
yourself and the people and
places around you. We want
to harness its unique energy
and share our enduring
passion by creating enriching
ocean journeys for a new and
discerning generation of
luxury explorers.”
A L E X A A P O N T E VAG O,
CFO OF MSC GROUP AND CO-FOUNDER
O F E X P LO RA J O U R N E YS

guests will venture both on and off the beaten
path,with the Inaugural Journeys Collection
covering the Mediterranean, Northern Europe,
Iceland and Greenland, USA and Canada, the
Caribbean and South America and Hawaii.
Whether that’s treading the cobbled streets
of Europe’s hallowed capitals and exploring
the ancient Acropolis in Athens; navigating the
crystalline cool of the Norwegian fjords and
sailing in the shadows of Svalbard’s soaring
cliffs; or savouring French chic in Saint Barths,
lolling beneath Hawaiian waterfalls and soaking
up the sun-kissed shores of Brazil’s buzzing
Buzios, Explora Journeys promises exclusive
access that goes far beyond the classic luxury
cruise experience.

Designed in partnership with the world’s
foremost superyacht specialists and harnessing
cutting-edge maritime technology, the first ship
in the Explora Journeys fleet sets sail in 2023,
with three more to follow by 2026. European
elegance permeates every detail, while the
461 ocean-front suites, penthouses and
residences – each with sweeping ocean views
from their floor-to-ceiling windows and private
sun terraces – offer guests comfortable homes
at sea, with unrivalled space and privacy.
More than 27,000 sq feet of outdoor space
includes three swimming pools and 64 private
cabanas, whilst an indoor pool with a retractable
glass roof, and 9,700 sq feet for the spa and
fitness studios ensure guests can do as much
(or as little) as they like. The nine on-board
restaurants and culinary experiences promise
something for every palate and provide the
perfect scene for long, languorous lunches
and vibrant evenings. All this supported by an
industry-leading guest to team members ratio
of 1.25 to 1, allowing for an intuitive, effortless
and culturally intelligent service style that makes
for the perfect hosts on-board.
With the founding family as passionate about
preserving the sea as they are exploring it,
each ship will be RINA DOLPHIN certified for
reduced underwater noise whilst sustainability
initiatives include no single-use plastic on
board or ashore.
The Explora Journeys team look forward
to welcoming guests from 2023, either
on EXPLORA I’s maiden journey on 16 May
2023 from Barcelona to Athens, or on one
of the other seven Inaugural Journeys.
For more details, please contact
your Virtuoso travel advisor

Editor’s Note

Notes from
the Field

W

HEN THE OPPORTUNITY AROSE TO VISIT PERU RECENTLY, I IMMEDIATELY

pulled out my passport. I’ve traveled domestically many times since being
vaccinated, but this would be my first major international flight since 2019
(aside from a quick getaway to Mexico). The weeks leading up to the trip were
filled with pre-departure excitement: I researched the destination; bought a few new
things (that’s part of the fun, right?); and made notes and plans for must-visit restaurants,
shops, and sights I wanted to see. Admittedly, the pandemic introduced a layer of mixed
emotions and its own set of to-do lists, and concerns about ever-changing rules and restrictions threatened to dampen my enthusiasm. (What if the Covid test results don’t
come back in time? What if they come back positive?)
Fortunately all went well, thanks to the seamless arrangements made by my Virtuoso
connections. Even though masks were required throughout Peru at the time of my visit, exploring Machu Picchu without the crowds was worth it. It felt good to get back out
there, see a new-to-me part of the world, and support an economy and people dependent
on tourism. That’s the beauty of travel: Its rewards are immeasurable, and the memories
outlast any hiccups or hurdles.
As you begin to get back out there, think of your Virtuoso travel advisor as the ultimate
insider – your secret weapon for hassle-free, meaningful travels. This issue is full of inspiration for where to go next, from lush feature stories on safari adventures in Botswana and
road-tripping through remote Iceland to surprising cruise experiences and a compendium
of insights from industry insiders on travel’s new landscape. Azamara’s executive chairman Orlando Ashford said something that especially resonated with me: “Anytime you
have something taken away, when you get it back, you cherish it a little bit more.” Here’s to
appreciating the world around us as we set out to explore it once again.

LESSONS LEARNED
An international trip made me feel
like a rookie traveler all over again.
My packing skills were rusty and I may
have held up the airport security line
at least once until my travel muscle
memory kicked in. Here are some tips:
Pack your patience. Although one
of my colleagues laments, “If I had
a passport stamp for every time I’ve
heard this,” it’s worth repeating. (About
those stamps: Peru’s not issuing them
during the pandemic.)

1.

Print those documents. I abandoned my usual digital approach
and carried an old-school travel folder
with printouts of test results, forms, and
other paperwork.

2.

Bring extra masks. Bonus points
for a face shield (which was required in some areas of Peru).

3.

Rely on your Virtuoso travel
advisor. The peace of mind is even
more valuable these days.

4.

Have gratitude. Life is good, this
world is amazing, and we’re lucky to
be able to explore it.

5.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT
esrnka@virtuoso.com
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Experience the Expertise That Sets Us Apart
Join us on a voyage led by an award-winning Expedition Team comprised of real-life explorers,
adventurers and famed experts. Every cruise we lead is exclusively chartered on a luxurious
small ship with a guest capacity of no more than 199, and features all-balcony accommodations
and all-inclusive amenities available only through A&K.

©2021 Abercrombie & Kent, USA, LLC CST #2007274-20

From the Komodo Islands to Antarctica and beyond, we take you to the world’s
most inspiring destinations in unmatched authenticity and style.

Our 2022–23 Luxury Expedition Cruise Destinations
Antarctica | The Arctic | Japan | Australia | Indonesia | Baltic Sea | British Isles | Italy | Greece

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE AMENITY

Receive a $200 shipboard
credit on all cruises.
Virtuoso Exclusive Amenity credit is per booking, has no cash value
and is valid only on A&K Luxury Expedition Cruise reservations.
For more information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

®
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Virtuoso® is the leading global travel agency network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 1,100 travel agency locations with 20,000 travel advisors in 50 countries throughout North America, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe,
Asia-Paciﬁc, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with more than 2,000 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences,
and privileged access. Normalized annual sales of (U.S.) $25 to $30 billion make Virtuoso a powerhouse in the luxury travel industry. For more information, visit www.virtuoso.com. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to
change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited
art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@
virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email help@virtuoso.
com. California CST #2069091-50; Washington UBI #601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright © 2021 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Virtuoso Life, Specialists in
the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Orchestrate Dreams, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Wanderlist are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Your Journey Begins With Us, Best of the Best, and Virtuoso Voyages are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd., has a U.S.
copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Hike the trails of Slovakia’s
Malá Fatra National Park.

AN (UNEXPECTED)

BREATH OF FRESH AIR

One part adventure, one part socially distant refuge, these
outdoor experiences take you off the beaten path, from sky-high
walkways and scenic cycling paths to outdoor UNESCO sites.
IN THE CLOUDS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC. You’ll ﬁnd giant
slides, heart-pounding thrills, and unparalleled views at the
Krkonoše Treetop Walkway (check out the 147-foot-high lookout
tower), Lipno Treetop Walkway, and Dolní Morava’s Sky Walk.
Krkonoše Walkway
lookout tower.

Szentendre is an
art lovers dream.

HUNGARY, BEYOND BUDAPEST. Follow the Danube out of the
city to alfresco bistros and romantic promenades, or pedal the
EuroVelo 6 cycling path to the medieval town of Szentendre –
and try an order of lángos (deep-fried bread) while you’re there.
POLAND’S GREAT OUTDOORS. Swap the crowds and stuffy
indoor spaces for a unique perspective of Poland’s history
and culture. Several UNESCO sites are in open-air settings, like
Muzakowski Park and the Churches of Peace in Jawor and Swidnica.

Explore the UNESCOlisted Muzakowski Park.

SLOVAKIAN NATIONAL TREASURES. If you choose just one
of Slovakia’s national parks (there are nine) don’t miss Tatra
National Park, home to the rare Tatra chamois, or Slovak
Karst National Park, the largest karst area in Central Europe.

Get outside with more insider tips, exclusively
from your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Contributors

Photographer

Dook
Cape Town

“The Nature Cure,”
page 88
THE REPORT: “The
most dangerous thing
on safari isn’t what’s
going to bite you, but
what you’ll eat: the
plentiful and always
excellent food, the
delicious game-drive
snacks, the afternoon
tea spread. At Mombo
Camp’s make-yourown pizza oven, I killed
one slice too many.”
FAVORITE UNDER-THERADAR DESTINATION:

Be the star of
your own show
in Knightsbridge.

“The Cocos Keelings, a
27-islet Indian Ocean
archipelago where my
family comes from.
Minimal tourism, no
resorts – for adventurers who like it quiet,
underwater, and real.”
@dookphoto_

The Carlton Tower Jumeirah
On Cadogan Place, Knightsbridge,
London SW1X 9PY
14

@thecarltontowerjumeirah

VIRTUOSO LIFE

Writer

Illustrator

Amy Merrick

Sara Singh

London

New York City

“On a Lark,” page 110
THE REPORT: “Writing this essay felt like
a trip in itself, looking back through my
photos and journals
and feeling so acutely
the sense of wonder in
solo travel. I couldn’t
help but research
plane tickets and
scheme another trip
to Romania, this time
with my husband and
decidedly less gasstation food.”
FAVORITE UNDER-THERADAR DESTINATION:

“I can’t imagine a better place than Romania
for fans of history,
craft, and vernacular
architecture; in some
moments, it feels
untouched by time.”
@amy_merrick

Writer

Heather
Greenwood Davis
Toronto

“How We’re Traveling
Now,” page 79
THE REPORT: “I interviewed people who
represent many facets
of the travel industry,
and each one was a
reminder of why travel
matters. Their nuggets
of wisdom are universally human. Writing it
felt like sharing eight
silver linings after a
very dark year.”
FAVORITE UNDER-THERADAR DESTINATION:

“Manitoulin Island in
northern Ontario. It’s
about seven hours
by car and ferry from
Toronto, and home
to some of the best
sunsets I’ve seen anywhere in the world.”
@byheathergd

“On a Lark,” page 110
THE REPORT: “I hail
from a long line of
women who pay close
attention to textiles.
In fact, I’m currently
sharing a room with
my mother’s very
large loom, so this
assignment hit close
to home – literally.”
FAVORITE UNDER-THERADAR DESTINATION:

“Guyana, on South
America’s North
Atlantic coast, where
my father was born.
Speeding along the
streets of Georgetown,
I passed donkey carts
carrying timber, Catholic churches, Hindu
temples, mosques,
and ornate Victorian
houses on stilts.”
@sarasingh
illustration

Inspired by the sensations of the Mediterranean, the ancient Romans created a world of leisure called Otium where everything
from sumptuous food to spas to socializing became a part of their daily lives. Introducing our curated signature experience,
OTVIM, where memorable sensory journeys take you away from the every day. Try a couples massage set to live music, or sip
champagne while immersed in a bath. However you deﬁne leisure and luxury, we believe living well and being well are never
mutually exclusive.

Book your suite on Virtuoso Voyages aboard Silver Dawn and receive exclusive beneﬁts:
• Virtuoso host
• Onboard Welcome Reception
• A Curated Shore Experience Exclusive to Virtuoso guests or up to $600 shipboard credit per suite.
All fares, savings, offers, programmes and itineraries are subject to change without notice. Any fares shown are per guest, based on double-occupancy and may include Early Booking Bonus (if on valid sailing date and
within the promotional period). Additional restrictions may apply. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions.
This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to correct errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product,
service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including pricing and availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not
accurately reﬂect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements that modify or limit these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, and
guest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.

Just Back

Delta Force
Botswana’s new Xigera Safari Lodge delivers big in the Okavango.

Xigera Safari Lodge and (inset)
Cate Caruso after successfully sabering open a Champagne bottle.

18

SAFARI SCENE STEALER I’ve wanted to go to Bots-

in August 2020. He was broadcasting from
the camp, where they were preparing to receive 4,000 pieces of artwork they had commissioned for the property. He captivated
my imagination. At one point, he mentioned
that they had heard lions roaring quite close
just a few minutes before – it was nighttime
and the whole scene felt like something out
of a movie.

wana forever – many of my clients have
been on safari there, and each time I do a
post-trip debrief with someone who has just
returned, they get this faraway hush in their
voice. I knew it would be special. But I became even more intrigued when I met Mike
Myers, Xigera’s managing director, virtually

LOGISTICS LOWDOWN Direct flights from Joburg or
Cape Town to Maun, Botswana’s jumpingoff point for the Okavango, are less than two
hours, but plan on a full day to get to Xigera
from either of those two airports, given
transfers and the bush plane to camp.

V I RT U O S O L I F E

You’ll arrive in time to make the afternoon
game drive.

REVIVED AND READY Botswana checks all the
boxes, particularly for travelers who have
done South Africa or Kenya and Tanzania.
It’s a stunning area, especially for birders.
Go now before the rest of the world comes
back – there’s nothing like traveling during
this “pandemic pause.” The animals have
had a break, many young have been born,
and their habitat has remained relatively

(CHAMPAGNE TOAST) CATE CARUSO

WHEN CATE CARUSO GOT A MIDpandemic peek at Xigera, it was love at first
Zoom. After her virtual introduction last year,
the Vancouver, Washington-based Virtuoso
travel advisor set out to take in the 12-room,
sustainably minded lodge in the Okavango
Delta’s Moremi Game Reserve in person.

BIG NIGHT OUT The Baobab Treehouse is an
eye-catching piece of sculpture and design
work, in addition to being a portal into the
heart of the bush experience. A half mile
from the lodge, the 30-foot-tall structure has
a spacious bathroom and a bedroom for a
secluded night under the stars.

POWER PLAY Xigera’s Energy Center stands
out as a jewel in the crown of safari lodge
sustainability tech and includes a solar panel
array and Tesla battery storage system. It’s
able to power the entire lodge.
unaltered and without human interactions
for more than a year.

VILLA THRILLER The views from every corner of

The Baobab Treehouse and (inset)
the lodge’s Sausage Tree Suite.

my villa and its spaciousness struck me right
away. There were artistic touches everywhere
I looked, well-placed lighting, and thoughtful
amenities, from the watercolor set to the art
books to the candles beside the bath for a
nightly soak. A deck ran the entire length of
the villa, with access from every room.

WILD AT HEART Impalas, lions, warthogs, giraffes, elephants, incredible birds, and
one gorgeous leopard – we saw it all. My
favorite sighting was the lion on the final
night of my stay: It was around dusk, and
I was getting ready for dinner at the firelit
boma when I heard his distinctive roar. I ran
out to the deck and there he was, standing
on a small rise between me and the water
hole, majestic and looking right at me.
(Read more on Botswana on page 88.)

Here, fine dining can last
a day and fast food comes
as fast as it grows
Estonia. It’s about time.
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And the Oscar goes to … L.A.’s new
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.

Ready on the Set
After more than a decade in production, the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures premieres September 30 on L.A.’s Miracle Mile with
daily screenings and a temporary exhibition on Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki. The starring role, however, is played by Stories of Cinema,
the core exhibit that’s peppered with props ranging from Dorothy’s ruby slippers to Star Wars’ R2-D2 and features one gallery co-curated in
collaboration with Spike Lee and another with Pedro Almodóvar. The Renzo Piano-designed campus connects a former 1939 department store with
the new glass-domed, 120-foot-tall Sphere – home to a 1,000-seat theater and a terrace with panoramic views of the Hollywood Hills. Fanny’s
restaurant channels vintage Hollywood with its art deco bar, but the nod for best supporting actor goes to the gift shop for its Poketo housewares,
soundtracks on vinyl from Amoeba Music, and other gems from contemporary California-based creatives.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Joel Centano, Elaine Glusac, Janice Wald Henderson, and Bethanne Patrick
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1
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ART & CULTURE

The American Airlines Theatre welcomes Broadway fans back this fall.

Curtains Up
Broadway’s bright lights are back on. From a new twist on Company to the debut of Six, here’s what’s music to our ears this season in New York.


Six: The Musical



Trouble in Mind

THE BUZZ: King Henry

THE BUZZ: Stepping up

VIII’s six wives belt
out their stories in
a rousing concert
that mixes history,
humor, and female
empowerment.
Brooks Atkinson
Theatre; opens
October 3.

to Broadway more
than 60 years after
its New York debut,
Trouble follows
a Black theater
actress through
Broadway rehearsals of an anti-lynching play. American
Airlines Theatre;
opens November 18.

 Flying
Over Sunset
THE BUZZ: Directed by
James Lapine, this
new musical imagines an LSD trip
shared by politician
Clare Boothe Luce,
film legend Cary
Grant, and writer
Aldous Huxley.
Lincoln Center’s
Vivian Beaumont
Theater; opens
December 6.

 Company



THE BUZZ: In this

THE BUZZ: Take a

MJ the Musical

THE BUZZ: Hugh Jack-

gender-bending
version of Stephen
Sondheim’s classic,
Katrina Lenk (of
The Band’s Visit)
plays Bobbie, the
perpetually single
protagonist feted by
her friends. Bernard
B. Jacobs Theatre;
opens December 9.

dive into Michael
Jackson’s creative
process wth popstar-worthy music
and moves that
will make crowds
wanna be startin’
somethin’. Neil Simon Theatre; opens
February 1, 2022.

man leads the big
parade as Harold
Hill in a revival of
this hit production. Winter Garden
Theatre; opens
February 10, 2022.



The Music Man

Kunsthaus Zürich debuts its David Chipperfield-designed extension in October, doubling its exhibition space and
claiming the title of Switzerland’s largest art museum. The freestanding modernist wing with vertical limestone fins will
house art from 1960 to the present day, along with the Emil Bührle Collection of roughly 170 impressionist and postimpressionist masterpieces by Cézanne, Degas, Gauguin, Monet, Renoir, van Gogh, and more.
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Someday
IS HERE

Leave the winter blues behind and soak up some
sun on a spectacular Caribbean vacation. Our
fall and winter season offers eight luxurious ships,
including our two newest, Celebrity Edge® and
Celebrity ApexSM, along with exciting sailings that
range from 4- to 12-nights.
Step up to The Retreat®, our most luxurious
experience, for a stunning suite with an exclusive
restaurant, lounge,and sundeck, plus butler
service, premium drinks, streaming Wi-Fi, shore
excursion credit, and onboard credit.

CONTACT VIRTUOSO FOR YOUR EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS WHICH INCLUDES:
• Specialty dinner for two for Veranda and AquaClass® guests
• Specialty dinner for two + $75 shopping credit for guests of The Retreat
NOTICE: Prior to booking, please consult all applicable U.S. Centers for Disease Control travel advisories, warnings, or recommendations relating to cruise travel at cdc.
gov/travel/notices. If a certain threshold level of COVID-19 is detected on board the ship during your voyage, the voyage will end immediately, the ship will return to the port
of embarkation, and your subsequent travel, including your return home, may be restricted or delayed. Health and safety protocols, guest conduct rules, and regional
travel restrictions vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.
*Visit celebrity.com for complete terms and conditions. All guests who book The Retreat on or after November 17, 2020, will receive the Indulge package at no additional charge. The Indulge package provides a Premium
Beverage Package, an unlimited Stream internet package, prepaid tips, and an onboard credit (OBC) for all guests in a suite. OBC amount varies by length of sailing: $200 per person for sailings of 1–5 nights, $300 per
person for sailings of 6–9 nights, and $400 per person for sailings of 10 nights or longer. OBC has no cash value, is applicable to the cruise only, is nontransferable, is not redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used
by 10 p.m. on the final night of a cruise. Prepaid tips provide for the butler, headwaiter, waiter, and assistant waiter in the amounts suggested by Celebrity’s guidelines. Due to evolving health protocols, imagery and
messaging may not accurately reflect onboard and destination experiences, offerings, features, or itineraries. These may not be available during your voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to
change without notice. ©2021 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ship’s registry: Ecuador.
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HIGH-WIRE ACT

Walking on air at
Castle Hot Springs and
(below) a shark splits
a sardine shoal.

Attention aspiring climbers, give-it-a-try-ers, and vertigo-free nature lovers: Your field assignment this fall is an escape to Castle Hot Springs
in the Bradshaw Mountains about an hour’s drive north of Phoenix. Reopening September 1 after its annual summer break (would you want to hike
ridgelines, bike canyons, play pickleball, and soak in 106 degree thermal pools in peak Sonoran Desert temps?), the 30-bungalow wellness resort is
home to one of the country’s newest via ferratas. Originating in Italy’s Dolomites during WWI, these “iron ways” of cables and rebar rungs bolted into
cliffs have recently exploded in popularity as a way to safely navigate precipitous faces. After some confidence-boosting instruction, participants set
out – harnessed up, with two safety tethers in tow – on a guided two-hour ascent that includes some serious vertical exposure on two mountainsides
connected by a 200-foot suspension bridge. Doubles from $1,500, including all meals, many activities, and a $100 resort credit.

One of the world’s greatest marine
spectacles takes place annually off
South Africa’s east coast between
May and July: the sardine run, a
seasonal migration of billions of sardines, which draw sharks, dolphins,
whales, and other predators across
oceans to feast on the shoals as
they break up into smaller bait balls.
Tour company andBeyond and its
Oceans Without Borders sustainability arm have created a onetime safari-and-scuba expedition
highlighting the continent’s riches
as part of a celebration of 30 years
of conservation-based nature travel.
The 11-day adventure kicks off with
five days of diving among sardines
in the open ocean, then heads north
to scuba on warm Sodwana Bay
reefs, followed by a four-day safari
in search of the “big five” at Phinda
Forest Lodge. Departure: December
7, 2022; from $16,000.
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(SARDINES) WILDESTANIMAL

Fishy Business

R E C O N N E C T,
REVIVE,
AN
RE

I S C OV ER

From colorful reefs to dramatic mountains, secluded beaches and
welcoming culture, you will ﬁnd what you need to revive your senses
and rediscover your spirit of adventure.

To book, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Passport

FLIGHT TEST

SNACKDOWN

Trader Joe’s Trail Mix Crackers
We’re big fans of newfound travel-friendly snacks – just not always the same ones.
This crispy, ﬂavor-packed discovery from TJ’s was especially polarizing.

“I don’t think they taste
moldy, but I also don’t think
they taste amazing. C+!”

“I love a seeded cracker,
so this sturdy, crunchy, won’tcrush-in-your-carry-on delight
jumped out at me. How could
anyone not love a little salty, a little
savory, and a lot of texture all in
a bite-size rectangle?”

– Amy Cassell,
digital content manager

– Korena Bolding Sinnett,
art director

“These crackers are
GREAT. They’ve got it all – the
crunch, the sweet (raisins), the
savory (cheese and seeds), and the
umami (mung beans) that I crave
during snack attacks.”

“Really good except
for the hint of mold.
They aren’t actually moldy,
they just kind of taste that way.
I don’t want to throw mung beans
under the bus, but they might
be the culprit.”

– Melanie Fowler,
design director

“Newfangled gorp
meets gluten, minus the
M&M’s. My daughter claims
they taste like dirt – which
raises other issues.”

– Marika Cain,
managing editor

– Justin Paul,
senior editor

GOODS TO GO

PAPER CHASE
T
: Polaroid Go
,
,
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x

. $100,

On Location at Montage Los Cabos

Imagine those memorable moments
where everything comes together.
f o r r e s e rvat i o n s , p l e a s e c o n tac t yo u r v i r t u o s o t r av e l a dv i s o r .

D E E R VA L L E Y

|

H E A L DSB U RG

LOS CABOS |

|

K A PA L UA B AY

PA L M E T T O B L U F F

|

|

L AG U N A B E AC H

B I G S K Y (Coming Soon)
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SPACE TRAVEL

VSS Unity on the cusp of space
and (inset) Richard Branson
floats around the cabin.

FIRST IN FLIGHT
Seventeen years after founding Virgin Galactic, Richard Branson realized his childhood dream of traveling to space. On
July 11, VSS Unity lifted off from Spaceport America attached to the belly of mother ship Eve, released at 50,000 feet, and
then blasted more than 50 miles above Earth. “This is definitely poised to be the year for space tourism, opening it up to
those of us who want to go,” says Philadelphia-based Virtuoso travel agency CEO Joshua Bush, who has a deposit down on
a flight of his own. (Virtuoso chairman and CEO Matthew D. Upchurch is also a future astronaut.)
The launch marks the fourth successful suborbital flight for Virgin Galactic, which plans at least two more test flights
this year to dial in the passenger experience before commencing commercial flights for the 600-plus ticket holders. Once
operations are underway, Branson aspires to eventually operate 400 flights per year from multiple spaceports around the
world. For more on what it’s like to fly Virgin Galactic and to watch a video of Branson’s flight, go to virtuoso.com.
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THE NEW ALL-SUITE
STAR PLUS CLASS
HAS ARRIVED

This is the result of a $250 million end-to-end reimagination of Star Breeze,
Star Legend and Star Pride. And if you’re wondering, yes, even with all these
enhancements and 312 guests, we STILL ﬁt through the Corinth Canal.

Brand new Spanish restaurant
Cuadro 44 by Anthony Sasso,
a 10-time Michelin starred chef.

Twists on barbecue at our new
alfresco Star Grill by Steven Raichlen.

Elevated inﬁnity pool that offers
better views of sea and sky.

A 1,374 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 3.5
bathroom Grand Owner’s Suite.

50 new suites and new Star suite
categories that boast spacious,
open ﬂoor plans.

Larger redesigned Star Boutique
for luxury shopping.

TO BOOK, CONTACT
YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR.
Re-imagined World Spa by
Windstar featuring globally
inspired treatments.

New spa-like bathroom in all suites.

Passport
BOOKS

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS

 MATRIX
BY LAUREN GROFF (Riverhead Books)

In 1158, real-life teenage Marie de France was cast out
of Eleanor of Aquitaine’s court and sent to a tumbledown convent. Once cloistered, she found purpose
in sharing her divine visions as The Lais of Marie de
France, a collection of love poems that’s now a classic
of medieval literature. While real events, such as the
Crusades, crop up in Groff’s fictional spin, her Marie
focuses on constructing a fortresslike center for her
religious sisters with everything necessary for selfsufficiency. It’s a powerful, yet also dreamy, account of
a tour des femmes and its mesmerizing ruler.
PACK IT FOR: Canal cruising in France

 APPLES NEVER FALL

BY LIANE MORIARTY (Henry Holt and Co.)

Stan and Joy Delaney ran Sydney, Australia’s elite
Delaneys Tennis Academy, bringing up four children
as tennis stars, although none took over the family
business. Feeling unsettled as retirees, the couple
take in a stranger named Savannah who claims to be
a victim of domestic violence. When Joy disappears,
it’s up to her children to discover what happened. Unfortunately, they all fear their father might be involved.
The answers unspool with Moriarty’s trademark pacing and psychological insights.
 HARLEM SHUFFLE

PACK IT FOR: Your next tennis retreat (see page 66)

BY COLSON WHITEHEAD (Doubleday)

Colson Whitehead’s latest novel proves no
story is beyond his reach – whether it’s satire,
a sweet family saga, sci-fi, or tragedy, his bravura prose fascinates. In Harlem Shuffle, he
takes on social comedy with the cautionary
tale of Ray Carney in 1960s Harlem, where
Ray’s double lives as uptown striver and
down-low thief threaten to upend each other.
It’s wickedly funny – and also wickedly sharp.
PACK IT FOR: Big-city escapes

 THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY

BY AMOR TOWLES (Viking)

Readers who loved Rules of Civility and A Gentleman
in Moscow, be prepared: Though just as deserving of
attention, The Lincoln Highway is a departure from
Towles’ previous high-society epics. In 1954, Emmett
Watson, 18 and newly released from juvie, returns to
the foreclosed family farm to take his younger brother,
Billy, to California. But two fellow inmates stow away in
the trunk of Watson’s ride home and abscond with his
Studebaker; over the course of ten days, Emmett and
Billy chase them by train. Filled with oddballs and oddities, this page-turning novel is a bittersweet elegy to
a vanished America, combining adventure and sibling
bonding in a worthy addition to Towles’ canon.
PACK IT FOR: Long-weekend road trips
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Awaken to new
adventures in Peru

© GettyImages

www.awakentoperu.com

Machupicchu, Cusco

Bon Voyage

River-Hopping
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises puts a freshwater spin on world cruising with its inaugural multi-river voyage.
The 47-day journey from Cairo to Lisbon spans two continents and nine countries via five of the line’s Super
Ships – the elite of Uniworld’s fleet. Cruise the Nile with an Egyptologist leading explorations of ancient wonders.
Fly to the Swiss Alps to sail the Po River through northern Italy and the Venetian Lagoon. Next up: Hungary,
Austria, and Germany, followed by French fanfare on the Seine and a journey through Portuguese and Spanish
winelands. A concierge travels with the group to ensure seamless flights and transfers en route.
Departure: May 20, 2023; from $38,999.

From left: Uniworld’s La Venezia cruises the Po River in Italy and the main lounge bar on the line’s River Queen.
Below: A sneak peek at The Haven’s private sundeck and pool on Norwegian’s new Prima.

VOYAGE OF
SELF-DISCOVERY

Head of the Class
Next August, Norwegian Cruise Line will launch its new Prima ship class with the
3,215-passenger Prima, the first of six sister ships. Designed with more space to
spread out, the vessel promises the line’s largest staterooms across all cabin and
suite categories, roomier pool decks and three infinity pools, and an expanded
Ocean Boulevard that occupies an entire deck and is home to Norwegian’s first
food hall and open-air marketplace. The posh ship-within-a-ship Haven complex
will move to a new aft locale for better views from every suite, as well as from its
private pool deck and outdoor spa. Inaugural departure to be announced.
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River cruisers can delve into family genealogy with a new partnership between
AmaWaterways and Ancestry. The series
of European sailings, launching next July,
pairs passengers with genealogists who
conduct extensive pre-cruise research.
(Guests can also hire their genealogist
as a private ancestral town guide before,
during, or after the cruise.) Along the
routes, an onboard expert privately shares
lineage and familial connections, leads
ancestry-driven group excursions, and
gives presentations about life long ago. The
program debuts with the 156-passenger
AmaStella’s eight-day Rhine River sailing
between Amsterdam and Basel. Departure:
July 30, 2022; from $5,399.

Suite Talk

NEW HOTEL

HOLD
COURT
Mirrors, mirrors on the walls,
who’s the sparkliest of them
all? When it comes to accommodations at the Palace of
Versailles, that would be the
new Airelles Château de Versailles, Le Grand Contrôle.
Designer Christophe Tollemer
oversaw the transformation
of three 1681-vintage buildings, which once served as
the finance ministry’s offices
on the grounds of King Louis
XVI’s opulent estate, into a
modern-day royal retreat.
Would-be courtiers arrive to
parquet flooring, floral drapes,
and grand chandeliers in the
public spaces – which include a
restaurant from Alain Ducasse
and a Valmont spa – and 14
guest rooms adorned with
replica period furniture, art,
and artifacts. Private tours of
Versailles and 24/7 access to
the French gardens, part of the
palace’s nearly three-squaremile manicured park, complete
the royal treatment. Doubles
from $2,077, including breakfast
and afternoon tea daily, complimentary minibar items, and use
of rowboats and golf carts.
Suite Necker at Airelles Château de Versailles, Le Grand Contrôle. The 1,290-square-foot
residence is the former apartment of Louis XVI’s finance minister, Jacques Necker.

Best Foot Forward
Mandarin Oriental has teamed up with Italian shoemaker Aquazzura to create boldly
striped men’s, women’s, and children’s slippers for the hotel group’s top suites at select
properties. Guests can tuck the complimentary footwear in their bags for use at home
after their stay.
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Swiss
Serenity

(SUITE NECKER) RENÉE KEMPS, (IL SERENO) SARAH MAGNI, (BEAU-RIVAGE PALACE) FABRICE RAMBERT

Lausanne’s 168-room Beau-Rivage Palace used
the pandemic shutdown for some self-care of its
own, reopening with a remodeled Cinq Mondes spa
focused on the four Ayurvedic pillars of well-being:
motion, mind, food, and rest. New programming
promises themed retreats and workshops on sleep
techniques and balancing the brain, while daily treatments include Ayurvedic breathing for relaxation,
Japanese facials, and Chinese energy work. Doubles
from $665, including breakfast daily and a $100
resort credit.

MODEL HOME
Lake Como’s 40-room Il Sereno has reopened
with a new “shoppable” penthouse that doubles as
a showcase for its designer, Patricia Urquiola. The
1,600-square-foot, ten-room suite features dedicated elevator access, one bedroom, two baths,
and a 540-square-foot grass garden on the terrace.
Guests can make themselves at home and order
furnishings ranging from Gio Ponti’s classic Leggera
chairs and Franco Albini’s Infinito bookcase to pieces
custom-made for the suite by Urquiola, including a
sofa and rug, patio furniture, and chairs. The penthouse not in your plans? Get the Lake Como look at
shop.serenohotels.com. Penthouse from $5,390,
including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

From left: Il Sereno’s new penthouse,
and the reception area of Beau-Rivage
Palace’s Cinq Mondes spa.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1
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NEW HOTEL

Style Central
A first look at Cheval Blanc Paris, part of a landmark
restoration of the historic La Samaritaine department store.

T

Cheval Blanc Paris’ NotreDame Suite has a terrace
with views of the cathedral.
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ALK ABOUT ONE ADDRESS TO

rule them all: Shop, eat, sleep,
and repeat with the City of Light’s
most fashionable at LVMH’s new
Cheval Blanc Paris and the revamped
Samaritaine department store, with its
soaring atrium and wrought-iron railings.
“You hear it a lot, but this is a game changer,” says Chicago-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Stephanie Fisher of the first arrondissement outpost – one of the year’s
most anticipated hotel openings. “It’s small
and intimate, and each room feels like your
own private Parisian maison.”
Opening September 7 after a sevenyear restoration, the 72-room property
is part of a landmark 1870 art deco and
art nouveau building fronting the Seine
between Notre-Dame and the Louvre.
Rooms – and the reservations-only rooftop terrace – have expansive views of the
city and its mansard roofs (the sevenbedroom apartment, in particular, has a
clear sight line to Sacré-Coeur from its
private pool). That sense of exclusivity
is reinforced by Peter Marino’s elegant
interiors and plaster bedside lamps by
sculptor Philippe Anthonioz; the hotel’s
flagship restaurant, Plénitude, by chef
Arnaud Donckele (who earned three Michelin stars at Cheval Blanc St-Tropez);
and the Dior Spa’s mosaic-lined infinity
pool, marble hammam, and snow shower.
Even the staff uniforms, designed by Patou, reflect Parisian style, with an iconic
parquet de glace pattern. The bow on top:
12 restaurants and some 600 luxe brands
(50 exclusive to La Samaritaine) steps
from guest-room doors. Doubles from
$1,399, including fast-track immigration
services, round-trip airport transfers, and
breakfast daily.
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Sustainable Travel
HOTELS

FINDERS EATERS
These foraging tours at sustainably minded hotels make for wildly delicious adventures.

Wild bounty at The Fife Arms and (right) natural relaxation at Uxua Casa Hotel & Spa.
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Scottish Highlands

North Island, New Zealand

Bahia, Brazil

“Respecting plants and their abilities fosters
a profound connection with the environment,” says Natasha Lloyd, in-house forager
at The Fife Arms in Braemar. “Sustainability is naturally key to foraging – nurturing
a plant patch is far more beneficial than
depleting your food source,” she says.
Guests of the 46-room hotel can join Lloyd
on walks in Cairngorms National Park and
in workshops to transform native plants
into cosmetics, teas, cocktail tinctures, and
seasonings for the day’s dishes. Two tasty
examples: using foraged Douglas fir needles
to marinate sea bass and sweet cicely to
add flavor to pistachio pesto. Doubles from
$585, including breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit. Foraging walks, $255 for two
people; workshops, $530 for four.

An expert on local Maori culture, Zepplyne
Maney takes guests at Rotorua’s 12-room
Treetops Lodge & Estate trekking through
800-year-old forests to learn about traditional Maori cuisine and source edible native
plants, such as pikopiko ferns. Chef-led wildfood cooking experiences include gathering
ingredients like spicy horopito, an evergreen
shrub used to season estate-raised game
and wild-caught trout. Guests can even help
harvest manuka honey and seasonal vegetables from an on-site aviary and gardens,
all of which figure into what head chef Felipe
Ponce describes as the estate’s “creative,
originally honest, and inspired cuisine.”
Doubles from $810, including breakfast daily
and a picnic hamper with wine. Foraging and
wild-food cooking programs, $207.

At Trancoso’s 13-room Uxua Casa Hotel &
Spa, Dr. Jullian Hamamoto leads foraging
tours through four distinct microbiomes
and teaches plant-based labs ranging from
essential-oil extraction to medical-nutritional
cooking. Keep an eye out for Lippia alba, used
in the hotel’s spa treatments; taioba leaves
for gazpacho and jenipapo fruit to top grilled
fish; and even sea almonds and wild pineapples to flavor ice cream. Guests discover
“how seemingly ordinary vegetation holds
centuries-old importance to native people
due to their medicinal or culinary properties,”
says Hamamoto, whose teaching is informed
by his doctorate in medicine (plus a postgraduate degree in nutrition) and the wisdom
shared by the Indigenous Pataxó people.
Doubles from $350, including breakfast daily
and one tasting-menu lunch. Foraging walks,
$90; labs, from $100 per person.

V I RT U O S O L I F E

Best Practices
Located on a small island off the coast of Newfoundland, forward-thinking Fogo Island Inn “is
made of the fabric of this place; of an economy that’s reinvigorated by interacting with,
strengthening, and reimagining cultural ways
and cultural knowledge,” says innkeeper Zita
Cobb, who also heads Shorefast, a nonprofit
working to bolster the island’s cultural and economic resilience. “By harnessing our traditional
foodways, we create new markets for the growers, fishers, and berry pickers of the island, and
through our furniture-making program, we work
with contemporary design and intergenerational
knowledge to reinvigorate our woodworking
and textile heritage.” Guests of the 29-room inn
connect with community hosts to learn skills
ranging from jam making to boat building, and,
thanks to a new partnership with Carbonzero,
can now purchase carbon offsets to lighten their
Fogo Island footprint. Doubles from $2,075,
including all meals, land-based activities, and a
$100 hotel credit.

Berry picking at
Fogo Island Inn.

PURCHASING POWER: Book 1 Hotel South Beach’s new “Give Green, Get Green” package and the 425-room hotel will donate $10 to the Natural Resources
Defense Council in support of its work to protect the planet. The carbon-neutral, LEED Silver-certified hotel also serves local, seasonal, sustainable food
at its lobby farm stand and seven dining venues; promotes eco-stewardship with a nature-based children’s program; and encourages carbon-free explorations around South Beach via an electric Audi E-Tron house car. Doubles from $509, including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

(FOGO ISLAND INN) IPHASEPHOTO, (MONTEMAR) VALENTIN KADEN

CRUISING

CAFFEINE BOOST

A coffee tasting
at Montemar.

On Santa Cruz Island in the Galápagos, Montemar’s biodynamic
coffee farm doubles as a protected migration path and grazing
grounds for endemic giant tortoises. Located on a restored pasture
formerly overrun with invasive flora, the 43-acre estate features on
many Natural Habitat Adventures’ itineraries in the archipelago.
Travelers can sample the sustainable estate’s arabica blends (look
for notes of dried red fruits, chocolate, and nuts – along with turtles
lazing in the grass) on Nat Hab’s flagship eight- to ten-day roundtrip journey from Quito aboard one of several 14- to 16-passenger
private yachts. Visitors return with a complimentary bag of Montemar beans and inspiration for a lower-footprint world. Departures:
Multiple dates, October 7, 2021, through December 21, 2022; from $5,295.
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WILDLIFE

GOODS

In Full Sling
Handy and functional, sling bags are now something they haven’t been since 1989: cool. These
stylish, sustainable pieces are made to last.

Animal encounters in Kenya.

Baggu designs its all-vegan line with an eye to
quality and longevity, including its Fanny Pack,
made with recycled heavyweight nylon. If you’re
ready to part ways, simply return the bag, and
the company will recycle, repurpose, or
donate it. $48, baggu.com.

COUNT TO CONSERVE
A quick count of the ways Kenya’s recent National Wildlife Census beneﬁts
wildlife: (1) increased allocation of wild places; (2) reduced human-wildlife conﬂicts; and (3) enhanced protection of endangered and trafﬁcked species, such as
pangolins. Follow the census – the country’s ﬁrst-ever effort to tally all terrestrial
and aquatic creatures across its national parks and private conservancies – on
social media by searching #CountToConserve. Better yet, get a ﬁrsthand look at
the country’s conservation efforts on Tauck’s 13-day Kenya and Tanzania safari,
which provides insights on antipoaching efforts in Amboseli National Park, plus
special access to a breeding compound for endangered black rhinos in Ol Pejeta
Conservancy. Departures: Multiple dates, September 1, 2021, through December
17, 2022; from $10,790.

Swedish-based Fjällräven crafts its Kånken Art
Sling with a super-durable, water-resistant blend
of recycled polyester and organic cotton. Bonus:
Sales support the company’s Arctic Fox Initiative, which directs one percent of revenues to
environmental projects. $70, fjallraven.com.

The 11th annual Wildlife Conservation Film Festival returns to
NYC October 14 through 24 for in-theater screenings of more than
100 independent films, plus panel discussions with filmmakers, scientists, and
activists. Founder Christopher Gervais’ must-see selections include Cecil: The
Legacy of a King, about the Zimbabwean lion whose death at the hands of a trophy
hunter sparked global outrage, and Growing Up Kiwi, which tracks biologists’ efforts to save the world’s rarest species of kiwi bird. Remote viewers can stream the
films online November 1 through December 1 at wcff.org.
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Mokuyobi makes its products, including the allcotton Happy Breakfast Fanny Pack Sling, in L.A.
with living-wage salaries and provides lifetime
warranties – the company repairs any bag for
free – to keep them away from landﬁlls.
$86, mokuyobi.com.

(HOT-AIR BALLOON) DAVID CASHBAUGH

Animal Parade

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

FEATURED HOTELS AND RESORTS
One&Only Portonovi’s Chenot Espace spa in Montenegro.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

VIRTUOSO

This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers once-in-a-lifetime
experiences and exclusive amenities you’ll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

MARBELLA, SPAIN

MUGLA, TURKEY

TORONTO, ONTARIO

Nobu Hotel
Marbella

Susona Bodrum,
LXR Hotels & Resorts

1 Hotel
Toronto

Luxuriate amid the sandy
beaches and turquoise waves
of the Mediterranean on
Spain’s Golden Mile.

Stunning views surround you
at this seaside destination
on the southwestern
coast of Turkey.

Discover a nature-inspired
retreat in the heart of downtown
Toronto, with sweeping views
of the city skyline.

Retreat to your open-plan guest room,
with its expansive terrace overlooking
La Plaza. Savor chef Nobu Matsuhisa’s
signature rockfish tempura and other
creations inspired by Andalusia.
Laze by the private pool with
cocktails, recharge at the gym, and
stop by Six Senses spa for some
serious relaxation.

Sample delectable dining and cocktail
options at any of the five venues.
Relax at the rooftop pool, work out
in the 24/7 fitness center, and try a
spa experience. Accommodations
offer in-room media hubs. Enjoy
elevated local fare with daily exclusive
tasting menus when you stay by
October 31, 2021.

Designed to reflect the city’s natural
beauty, this urban escape draws
inspiration from the muted colors of Lake
Ontario and the contrasting colors of the
seasons. The hotel features reclaimed
timber, native plants, and local marble.
Receive an additional $50 food and
beverage credit per stay when you
book a suite by October 31, 2021, for
stays through March 31, 2022.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
resort credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: A lunch or
dinner for up to two guests per
bedroom, once per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SPOTLIGHT ON: ONE&ONLY RESORTS

Savor the Moment
From wellness to wine blending, wildlife to wave riding, these exclusive
experiences will have you ready to pack your carry-on.
RESET YOUR BODY
WITH CHENOT ESPACE
Drawing from Western medicine and Chinese and alternative therapies, the Chenot
Espace at Montenegro’s 123room One&Only Portonovi
creates personalized plans to
optimize wellness. Options
range from a daylong facial
program to a six-day detox
buttressed by nutritional consultations, biomarker diagnostics, and targeted treatments
such as cupping, mud wraps,
and hydro-aromatherapy.
TRACK GORILLAS IN VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK
From the 21-room One&Only
Gorilla’s Nest in Rwanda, join
experienced gorilla trekkers
in Volcanoes National Park to
track one of the 12 habituated
gorilla families that roam
freely there – one family
is descended from Titus, a
silverback studied by Dian
Fossey – and spend an hour
observing their behaviors
and interactions.
DISCOVER THE STORY
IN YOUR STARS
Sip wine in the comfort of
your own villa at One&Only
Mandarina – a 105-room
resort just north of Puerto Vallarta on the Riviera Nayarit –
as a spiritual guide shares
what the stars reveal about
your life journey and future.
A blend of astrology and
psychology, the Wine in Your
Stars experience is meant as
an empowering tool to propel
you toward your destiny.

One&Only Mandarina.

CATCH A BREAK
IN LOS CABOS
Don’t wait for the swell
to come to you: Hop in
One&Only Palmilla’s Land
Rover Defenders with Tropicsurf pros to hunt down the
best waves in Los Cabos for
the day or a weekend. Top
off the experience with a
picnic, beach bonfire, and
surfer’s relief massage back
at the 174-room resort.

PLAY WINEMAKER
FOR A DAY
Join One&Only Cape Town’s
sommelier in the new Wine
Studio to learn about the
South African wine landscape and popular varietals
before crafting your own
signature blend. Enjoy the
results over dinner at one of
the 132-room resort’s restaurants or have it bottled to
ship home as a souvenir.

WATCH A FLICK SURF-SIDE
No need to head back to the
villa for movie night. Guests
at the Maldives’ 122-room
One&Only Reethi Rah can
enjoy a big-screen experience on the beach. Kick back
with family or friends for an
intimate night under the stars,
complete with snacks grilled
on a private barbecue. (Guests
in Grand Residences have outdoor cinemas of their own.)

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

VIRTUOSO

WORLDWIDE

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

Villas of
Distinction

Matild Palace, a Luxury
Collection Hotel, Budapest

Discover Tenerife’s
year-round sunny weather
at this timeless island
retreat of natural beauty.

Experience one-of-akind getaways and lasting
memories at private villas
across the globe.

Built during the belle epoque
era, this UNESCO World
Heritage site reflects its
unique Hungarian heritage.

Choose from eight dining venues,
including Michelin-starred Japanese
fusion restaurant Kabuki. Swim in
a variety of pools, treat yourself to
the spa, or play 18 holes of golf on
a championship course. Save 20
percent when you reserve by
October 31, 2021, for stays five nights
or longer through March 31, 2022.

Enjoy a Rocky Mountain stay in
Montana, a family-friendly vacation
in Florida, a seaside retreat in the
Caribbean, an elegant escape in
Europe, and more. Choose from onebedroom villas to sprawling estates
that fit the entire family. Your villa
concierge works with your Virtuoso
travel advisor to personalize your stay.

Get in your workout at the 24-hour
fitness center, and experience
traditional thermal therapy and
hammam rituals in the spa. Dine at
two restaurants by Wolfgang Puck
and gain access to the secret rooftop
liquor library, The Duchess. Enjoy a
complimentary fourth night when
you stay by December 31, 2021.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $200-value
concierge services credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay;
and a one-way private airport transfer.

SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE, SPAIN

The Ritz-Carlton,
Abama

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES AT MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS WORLDWIDE.
Room upgrade, when available • Breakfast for two daily • Early check-in and late checkout,
when available • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Virtuoso amenity
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GUSTAVIA, SAINT BART’S

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

CALISTOGA, CALIFORNIA

Hôtel Barrière
Le Carl Gustaf

Eau Palm Beach
Resort & Spa

Solage,
Auberge Resorts Collection

A five-star resort that exudes
elegance and French-style
charm, offering a new level of
luxury in the Caribbean.

Disappear into a world
of effortless living at
this coveted haven in
sun-drenched Palm Beach.

This newly renovated resort
features nine new suites, each
with separate living space
and a private patio.

French and Mediterranean dishes such
as white truffle arancini and coconut
milk-infused mahi-mahi tempt you at
two restaurants. Sip a signature cocktail and soak up the colors of the sunset.
Browse island shops, then relax in your
room, suite, bungalow, or villa, each
offering endless seaside panoramas.

Tempt your palate with the freshest
fare in your choice of inside, outside,
or seaside dining venues. Mingle over
glasses of wine or s’mores at the
oceanfront terrace fire pit. Go stand-up
paddleboarding and snorkeling or
take a dip in one of the two pools.
Play tennis, try yoga, and spoil
yourself with treatments at Eau Spa.

Every stylish suite also boasts an
outdoor shower and a cozy fire pit.
Lounge on the reimagined pool
deck or enjoy lunch beneath the
mulberry trees at Solbar. Book a
signature mudslide experience at
the award-winning Spa Solage or try
Picobar, the new open-air restaurant
featuring modern Mexican cuisine.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay;
and a 50-minute massage for two
per room, once per stay.

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES AT MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS WORLDWIDE.
Room upgrade, when available • Breakfast for two daily • Early check-in and late checkout,
when available • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Virtuoso amenity

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SPOTLIGHT ON: ALILA HOTELS AND RESORTS

Heart, Soul, and Place
Dive deeper into destinations in California and Bali.
CATCH THE SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA SPIRIT
For guests not content to
while away the day lounging at
Ponto Beach or in a poolside
cabana, the new oceanfront
Alila Marea Beach Resort
Encinitas organizes activities that capture the essence
of local life. Start with a surf
lesson: Whether you’ve only
dreamed of catching a wave
or want to hone your skills, the
pros at Surfin Fire surf school
will customize your session
to maximize waves and fun.
Afterward, take one of the
130-room property’s electric
bikes for a cruise in and out of
the towns along Highway 101,
or hop in an open-air biplane
for a bird’s-eye view of nearby
Point Loma and La Jolla.
ADVENTURES
IN WINETASTING
Adjoining the Beringer Estate
and an easy walk to Saint
Helena’s Main Street, the new
68-room Alila Napa Valley
sits in the epicenter of wine
country. In close proximity
to more than 400 wineries
and tasting rooms, such as
Merryvale, Clif Family, and
Charles Krug, the adults-only
resort prides itself on providing novel ways to experience
them. Take a bike tour from
tasting to tasting. Catch sunrise over the vineyards from a
hot-air balloon. Board the vintage Napa Valley Wine Train,
which harks back to the glory
days of train travel with its
restored early twentieth-century Pullman cars – only with
California cuisine and stops

Clockwise from top left:
New Alila resorts in Encinitas
and Napa Valley, and Bali’s
serene Alila Villas Uluwatu.

for winetastings. Just save
room for dinner at the resort’s
restored Georgian farmhouse.
THE PULSE OF BALI
Choose from a host of culturally immersive experiences
at Alila Villas Uluwatu for a
glimpse of Balinese spiritual

life. Join priests in prayer and
learn about local history on
an exclusive journey to three
of the most sacred temples
on south Bali’s coast. Learn
to make a canang sari offering to present in gratitude
at Uluwatu Temple or watch
a percussive kecak dance

performed on a nearby clifftop. For an active adventure,
guests at the 67-villa property
can embark on a guided hike
through tropical forest to
reach the remote Beji Temple,
built in honor of the rice goddess Sri, where locals offer
blessings to purify the spirit.

Inspired By

Palm-fringed fab in
the Champagne Bar.
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TASCHEN
The Book of Palms 2
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South Florida Glam
A seaside favorite burnished for the modern age.

4.
PAPIER
H m k pe on zed
notec d et 28
p p e .com
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he Su f C ub ﬁzzed nto ex tence on New Ye ’ Eve 9 on
t etch of nd n Su f de F o d
h de w y fo ce eb t e nd
we thy un eeke . Rebo n not ong go
the Four Seasons Hotel
and Residences at the Surf Club the 77- oom 26- e dent - u te
p ope ty et n t
u e e pec y n the Ch mp gne B
nd t
dj cent L do Re t u nt. You’ ﬁnd p enty of bubb y on the menu of
cou e but we’ e to t ng th endu ng n t tut on w th Su f C ub
m t n : vodk o g n nd ve mouth m xed w th p ck e co d
nd
g n hed w th C te vet no o ve nd cockt on on . Doubles
from $925, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

SHIRETOKO

SAPPORO

HOKKAIDO
AUTUMN COMES TO JAPAN’S MAJESTIC NORTH
While famous as Japan’s winter wonderland, Japan’s northern frontier also offers an
unrivaled autumn experience. Escape the big-city crowds and hike picturesque forests
filled with color-changing leaves, or simply enjoy the spectacular scenery from magically
soothing hot springs. Hokkaido is your can’t-miss autumn playground!

DAISETSUZAN: J P
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DAISETSUZAN
BIEI

TOKYO

GETTING THERE
Hokkaido is accessible by plane or scenic
train ride from okyo. Fly from okyo Haneda
nternational irport to hin Chitose irport in
1.5 hours. he ohoku/Hokkaido shinkansen, or
high-speed rail, runs between okyo and
hin- Hakodate-Hokuto stations in Hokkaido,
taking just over 4 hours.

U U

aisetsuzan is Hokkaido’s largest national park, a mountainous 876 square
miles of unspoiled wilderness. Outdoor enthusiasts love this natural paradise
where deer and brown bears roam freely! Daisetsuzan is Japan’s first place to
experience autumn, with trees and shrubs turning color in late September.
Here you’ll find breathtaking mountainscapes as far as the eye can see, with
blue lakes dotting their peaks like sapphires. t’s a great time to ride a ropeway
up to a viewing point, walk along highland plateaus, or hike up a peak before
the snow arrives in October.

BIEI: U

L BLU

H
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G

Featuring rolling hills and majestic mountains, Biei is a place of
stunning scenery, with autumn being a time of exceptional beauty.
Famous for its namesake Blue Pond, fall reveals an unreal array of blue
hues, constantly changing with the colorful leaves shimmering across
the water. Biei is also home to the spectacular Shirahige Falls. Here white
curtains of water cascade through gaps in the cliff giving this
natural landmark its name, which means “white beard waterfall” in
Japanese. Flanked by vivid foliage, hirahige Falls is stunning in autumn.

SHIRETOKO:
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Located in north-eastern Hokkaido, the hiretoko Peninsula is one of
Japan’s most pristine national parks. Sheer cliffs on its western edge drop
dramatically into the Sea of Okhotsk, providing safe nesting sites for seabirds.
On the peninsula’s eastern side, the coastline slopes gently down to the sea.
Brown bears ramble along the shores, and whales roam the deep waters. his
wild, unspoiled land and sea earned U
CO World atural Heritage site
status in 2005. Autumn is an unforgettable time to visit, as the absence of
crowds and colorful leaves accent and enliven the park’s rugged landscape.

WITH SO MUCH TO SEE, TASTE, AND EXPERIENCE,
HOKK
O W LL CO
LY XC
Z YOU.
Please visit www.japan.travel/en/us to learn more about all that awaits you
in the stunning region of Hokkaido.

City to Go

Madrid’s Moment
Spain’s capital reopens with
verve and civic pride.
BY JEFF KOEHLER PHOTOGRAPHY BY CLARA TUMA

Clockwise from top left: Aperitivo returns, Madrid Río Park now
covers the M-30 freeway, Andrés Gallardo handbags, and Cocol.
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GO FOR Nuevo Madrid, people are
calling it. The city is riding a wave
of highly anticipated openings –
the arrival of the Four Seasons
Hotel Madrid, Mandarin Oriental’s
renovation of the Ritz Hotel, a
host of exciting new restaurants
and shops, and the impending
inauguration of the Museum of
Royal Collections. Set beside
the Royal Palace, the museum
will draw on 155,000 works belonging to the Spanish monarchy and previously inaccessible
to the public. At the same time,
a decades-long urban project is
coming to fruition with a greenbelt linking Plaza de España
with the palace complex and

Casa de Campo Park. Formerly
a royal hunting estate, the forested space – five times the size
of Central Park and just minutes
from the city center – became
a public park in 1931. Given that
Madrid is the sunniest of Europe’s
capitals, it’s fitting that it now has
more green spaces and parks in
which to enjoy the rays.

DO Rent a bike at Rent & Roll
Madrid, just off Retiro Park. From
there, a bike lane shoots across
the city center to the royal complex, Madrid Río Park trails, Casa
de Campo, and the 40-mile Anillo
Verde (greenbelt) cycling path,
which rings the city.

C

TIP
“My favorite area of the city is
Retiro Park’s entrance in the
Salamanca neighborhood. I enjoy meeting friends at La Galería
for cocktails in the park before
dinner at Aarde, just outside
its eighteenth-century
Puerta Alcalá gate.”
– Paulo Ribeiro, Virtuoso travel
agency CEO, Madrid

EAT When the crew from one of
Madrid’s hottest restaurants
opened the lakeside Villa
Verbena in Casa de Campo this
spring, they dramatically improved the park’s dining options
with their charcoal-grilled fish
and meat dishes.
Bar Manero recently opened
near Retiro Park after conquering
coastal Alicante, bringing spicy
patatas bravas and other classic
tapas, and boldly taking Madrid’s
signature fried squid sandwich to
lofty heights with the addition of
fresh ginger and lime.
Chef Roberto Ruiz closed Punto
MX (the first Mexican restaurant
in Europe awarded a Michelin
star) to open Barracuda MX,
serving Pacific Coast Mexican
fare beside Retiro Park. Try the
grilled octopus with pico de gallo
and crunchy yucca, and sea bass
with red and green chile adobos.

DRINK Madrileños spend an inordinate amount of time sitting on
terraces with friends over drinks.
Seventh-floor Dani Brasserie
at the new Four Seasons has
the city’s most stunning terraza;
triangular and filled with potted
plants, the shady spot is ideal for
a late-afternoon aperitivo.

For a sense of Casa de Campo’s
expanse, take the elevator to the
26th-floor Sky Bar on Plaza de
España, which offers unparalleled,
360-degree views of the city.
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SHOP Browse a curated choice of
Spanish artesanía behind the
blue facade of Cocol just off
Plaza de la Paja. From traditional
sandals and hats to pottery,
cutting boards, and linen towels,
the selections follow the owner’s
belief that everyday objects can –
and should – be beautiful.
Designer Andrés Gallardo has
a growing global reputation for
jewelry adorned with handcrafted porcelain figures. Having
recently moved into a new space
near Paseo del Prado with his
workshop in the back, he’s often
around and will show you his latest collection himself.

STAY Following an ambitious, eightyear-long project that joined
seven historic buildings, the
200-room Four Seasons Hotel
Madrid opened in autumn 2020
in the heart of the city with a
blend of original art deco curves
and contemporary Spanish art.
Some of the city’s largest, most
stylish rooms await guests, along
with food by chef Dani García and
a 15,600-square-foot spa spread
out over four floors. Doubles
from $640, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.
After a major renovation, the
city’s most iconic hotel reopened in April as the 153-room
Mandarin Oriental Ritz, Madrid.
The project restored the original
glass cupola that has covered
the central Palm Court since
1910, flooding the space with
light. Doubles from $800, including breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1

51

Seat at the Bar

Pouring in Northern Ireland
At Belfast bars and distilleries, the history is in the making.
BY BRAD JAPHE PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD JAMES TAYLOR

Rooted in history, from left: Bootleggers, McHughs, and Old Bushmills Distillery.

T

HE DRINKS HAVE LONG FLOWED FREELY IN

Northern Ireland, home to some of the oldest
distilleries anywhere and, pandemic times aside,
to a robust pub culture. Bottles of native spirits
bear hundreds of years’ worth of heritage on their labels.
Many bars in and around Belfast aren’t much younger.
Until recently, however, primarily locals appreciated this
history, but the region’s status as a Game of Thrones set
has attracted visitors and added to the capital city’s status as an incubator for creativity. Now Irish whiskey is the
world’s fastest-growing category of spirit. As such, Belfast
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finds itself hoisted onto an international stage, with new
drinking establishments joining classic haunts. Pull up a
seat and enjoy the show – just make sure you come thirsty.
The Stalwart

MCHUGHS
Built in 1711 as a hostelry, this Queen’s Square building
witnessed the city rising up around it. A lengthy renovation in the twenty-first century expanded the bar while
preserving the original fireplaces and the eighteenth-century spiral staircase that leads to a private dining room.
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Southern California’s largest independently owned rental car company
providing five-star, white-glove service on compact to exotic vehicles.
For details or to reserve your luxury ride, contact your Virtuoso® travel advisor today.
AU DI | BE N T L E Y | BM W | CA DI L L AC | C H E V ROL ET | F E R R A R I | FOR D | L A M BORGH I N I
L A N D ROV E R | L I NCOL N | M E RC E DES BE N Z | POR SC H E | T ESL A | VOLVO
elivery or shuttle service available to most oCal Virtuoso® otels. Film/ V production vehicles, long-term and monthly rentals available.

Seat at the Bar

At Sunflower, trad
tunes and (right) an
iconic exterior.

You can still sit in front of the fire and sip
on a pint, tapping your feet to live trad music, or look for Titanic-related ephemera
(the ill-fated ocean liner was constructed
at the neighboring Harland & Wolff shipyard in 1909). But nowadays it’s all accompanied by upscale pub food and local craft
beer on draft.
Industry Favorite

BOOTLEGGERS
At this U.S. Prohibition-inspired watering
hole a couple of blocks south of Queen’s
Square, owner Chris Wolsey has stitched
together innovative offerings from unexpected combinations: Bushmills finished in
Caribbean rum casks, pineapple kombucha,
grapefruit-and-cardamom sherbet, and
cinnamon go into the Craic Sparrow, for
instance. He designs many of the cocktails
around a base of poitín. Pronounced POTcheen, it’s a distinctly Irish spirit made of
grain mash, akin to “white dog” (unaged)
whiskey in the United States. Bartenders
love working with it. And drinking it too,
apparently: “Most midweek nights, it seems
that half of our drinkers are bartenders
from all over the city,” Wolsey says.
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BELFAST BEAT
How to make the most of the Northern Irish capital.

STAY Originally built as a
palace for the Bishops
of Down, the 98-room
Culloden Estate and
Spa sits on 12 acres atop
the Holywood Hills, just
north of Belfast proper.
Drink it all in at the Cultra
Inn, a traditional Irish
pub and bistro across the
lawn from the primary
residence. Doubles from
$320, including breakfast
daily and one afternoon
tea for two.

GO Explore the British Isles on Silversea
Cruises’ 388-passenger
Silver Whisper. A nine-day
sailing from London to
Edinburgh includes a
full day of excursions in
Belfast to take a black

taxi tour or try traditional
dances accompanied by
fiddle before continuing
on to northwestern Scotland. Departure: June 15,
2022; from $5,850.
Virtuoso advisors can
work with on-site tour
connection Moloney &
Kelly – Ireland to arrange a seven-day private
tour of Northern Ireland,
including a stop at Game
of Thrones’ Winterfell
Castle to meet the dire
wolves and try out axethrowing, a visit to the
former political prison
Crumlin Road Gaol, and a
tour of the Antrim Coast
to see Giant’s Causeway. Departures: Any
day through 2022; from

$7,925 for two, including accommodations,
a driver and guide, and
entrance to attractions.
CIE Tours’ eight-day
private food- (and drink!)
focused jaunt through
Northern Ireland begins
with a night in Dublin
before moving north to
Belfast for a guided food
tour, complete with pub
stops. Also on the itinerary: Walled City Brewery
in Derry, the basalt columns of Giant’s Causeway, a foraging outing in
County Sligo, and a water
taxi tour in Donegal.
Departures: Any day
through December 2022;
from $3,677 per person
for a party of eight.

TIP
“A hidden gem full of historical and cultural artifacts
in the cobblestoned Cathedral
Quarter, The Duke of York bar
is where the real locals hang
out. For a hole-in-the-wall
experience, try Kelly’s Cellars,
Belfast’s oldest traditional
pub, with low ceilings, an open
fire, and whitewashed walls.
Its live trad music makes it
quintessentially Irish.”
– Siobhan Byrne Learat,
Virtuoso travel agency
executive, Dublin

The Bellwether

into chapters, such as The Icons (inspired by
cocktail creators of yore), Classic Cocktails,
and Champagne Cocktails.
Nod to the Past

SUNFLOWER PUBLIC HOUSE
Traces of “The Troubles” that once dogged
the city remain – and this bar chooses to remember. On the corner of Kent and Union,
the historic watering hole is instantly recognizable by a green-lacquered security
cage surrounding the entrance, a remnant
of 1980s protective measures. Inside is a far
cheerier affair: Friends pass local ales and
ciders around a dog-friendly beer garden,
servers pluck fresh pizza out of the oven, and
musicians strum along nightly.
Day Trip

THE COCKTAIL BAR AT THE MERCHANT HOTEL

OLD BUSHMILLS DISTILLERY

Belfast’s craft cocktail awakening can be attributed to this stately parlor, a sanctuary set
in the boisterous Cathedral Quarter. More
specifically, the credit goes to early bar employees Sean Muldoon and Jack McGarry.
The duo took home a coveted Spirited Award
for World’s Best Cocktail Bar at the 2010
Tales of the Cocktail – the Academy Awards
of the beverage industry. Shortly thereafter,
they opened the famed Dead Rabbit in Lower
Manhattan. While the duo has moved on,
their spirit endures at The Merchant in a 44page cocktail book that breaks drink styles

Whiskey lovers visiting Northern Ireland
should make the pilgrimage to the town of
Bushmills, about an hour’s drive north of
Belfast. Makers have crafted whiskey here
since at least 1608, when local landowner
Sir Thomas Phillips secured the first royal
license. The famous distillery is a mere baby
by comparison, born in 1784. But the timehonored distilling process has changed little since then, and daily tours walk visitors
through most of it, from grain to glass. The
best part, a flight of several single malts,
awaits in the tasting room.
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We don’t tell stories better,
we tell better stories®
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Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
today to create a better story.

On the Table

La Vida
Taco
Los Angeles’ signature
dish isn’t just street food –
it’s a way of life.
BY DAVID HOCHMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

S

OMETHING UNUSUAL

happens when you slide
a tortilla under grilled
meat or seafood and
add some cheese, garnishes,
and love. In Los Angeles, at
least, it prompts the making of
lists and heated neighborhood
exchanges over which handsize treat is actually the city’s
best. This is probably because
no other dish represents L.A.
the way tacos do, and it’s why
tacos aren’t just an unofficial
emblem of the place, but essential to its lifestyle.
Tacos are the great equalizer
in terms of flavor and how intimately you understand the city.
From Boyle Heights to Santa
Monica and up into the hills,
cultural capital comes with
knowing which secret spots
serve what, and at which hour.
Tacos symbolize the commingling of influences that characterize L.A., and the ongoing
migration – particularly from
Mexico – that gives it its flavor,

Bee Taqueria’s media
luna (crisp taco with
shrimp, scallops,
morita chile aioli, and
shrimp consommé).
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Ask your Travel Advisor about our exclusive privileges available.
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On the Table

From left: Gracias Madre’s
Taco Tuesday vegan taco
flight (“al pastor,” “chicharrón,” and jackfruit tacos),
Cielito Lindo’s scene, and a
cauliflower al pibil taco with
salsa verde at Ditroit.

its spice, its edge, its soul. Even on a quick
trip, it’s worth jumping headlong into the
taco debate, for there’s nuance and meaning
in each and every filling.
“It doesn’t matter where you’re from or
how thick your wallet is, if you’re in Los Angeles, you want great tacos, and the choices
are endless,” says Javier Cabral, who edits
the region’s definitive online guide to taco
culture, L.A. Taco. Oaxacan with a Lebanese twist? Haute goat? Daytime? Nighttime? Wrapped? Rolled? Puffy? It’s all part
of the shell game. High and low, here’s where
to find flavors as fresh and diverse as the
city itself. Try not to focus on superlatives,
however. As Cabral points out, “The best
taco is the one in front of you.”

THE L.A. ORIGINAL
The so-called Plymouth Rock of tacos,
Downtown L.A.’s Cielito Lindo introduced

58

V I RT U O S O L I F E

the Mexican staple known as the taquito to
American palates in 1934. But there’s nothing
outdated about the crunch and ooze of these
freshly stuffed, cigar-shaped, beef delights,
deep-fried and served through a window on
paper and plastic beneath a sauce of ripened
avocado. Unfussy and unforgettable.

MOST INVENTIVE
It helps to have a creative spirit in artsy, rapidly gentrifying West Adams. That’s where
chef Alex Carrasco, who trained at Bouchon
and Osteria Mozza, invites guests to drop
all taco preconceptions for Bee Taqueria’s
evening “taco omakase” menu. The twohour experience runs $60 per person,
though à la carte orders are available during the day. In an unpretentious outdoor
space fashioned from shipping containers,
Carrasco arrays a blue corn tortilla with
yuzu kosho-marinated cod and caviar, and,

several courses later, a white corn tortilla
with a quail’s egg and A5 Kobe Wagyu. So
much for street food.

VIRTUOUS VEGAN
Out of an elegant, luminous room in West
Hollywood, meatless Mexican finds its
meaning at Gracias Madre, where veganfriendly seasonal options such as “chicharrón” tacos come filled with battered fried
oyster mushrooms, sunflower sprouts, chipotle aioli, habanero salsa, Mexican rice,
and black beans. Guilt-free, gluten-free.

THE TORTILLA STAR
A few years ago, when Michelin bestowed
a star upon chef Carlos Salgado’s Costa
Mesa taco joint, Taco María, it wasn’t for
Salgado’s fillings alone – though the pork
cheek with piloncillo glaze and winter citrus
is worth the extra miles to Orange County.

RECONNECT.
REJOICE.
RETURN TO
EUROPE.
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On the Table
It’s Salgado’s masa products, made inhouse from heirloom corn varieties grown
by small family farms in Mexico, that make
Taco María tortilla heaven.

THE BEST OF BIRRIA
If you believe what you see on social media,
you’d think every taco in L.A. contains that
sweet-sour stewed meat (typially goat or
lamb) known as birria. The taco emoji was
practically born for it. For the full-breeze
experience, head to the beach, where a zillion likes turned Teddy’s Red Tacos from
Instagram’s favorite taco truck into a sitdown restaurant. Brick-red beef birria steps
from the Venice boardwalk: ¡muy L.A.!

PUFF DADDY
No interstate rivalry here: Josef Centeno’s
Downtown L.A. Bar Amá pays homage to
the chef’s Tex-Mex roots, and Angelenos
can’t get enough. His delicate and scrumptious masa tacos – with shrimp or stewed
beef – are flash-fried to puff up like San Antonio clouds. Add cabbage, salsa, crema, onions, cilantro, and lime (alongside a cerveza),
and you might just kick into a two-step.

To Feel Like a Local,
Travel with One
At CIE Tours, the seanchaí is an inspiration to our guides – who know
how the spirit of storytelling can transform an ordinary trip into an
unforgettable journey. As locals, our private drivers and tour directors
reveal the hidden gems others miss: out-of-the-way places, local
legends, and colorful characters. And they’re dedicated travel experts,
with the experience to handle complex logistics. They work with our
teams in our Irish and British offices to take care of every detail – so
you can just relax and enjoy a safe, worry-free trip.
When the time is right for the trip you’ve been dreaming of, journey
with CIE Tours. We’ll share our stories – and you’ll leave with tales of
your own to tell.

To get started, contact your Virtuoso advisor
for special savings on private driver and
guided tour experiences.
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THE STANDOUT STAND
Enrique Olvera, who elevated the tortilla to
an art form at Mexico City’s acclaimed Pujol
and Cosme in New York, hadn’t planned on
selling tacos through a screen in Downtown
L.A. But then came Covid-19. When his
fine-dining restaurant Damian suspended
table service, Olvera’s team pivoted with
Ditroit, a hidden, back-alley taqueria highlighting chilango street food with seasonal
California flair. Chefs cut meats from a vertical spit, and the barbacoa technique renders market veggies cooked in agave leaves
as smoky and succulent as steak.

CLASSIC SEAFOOD
If you have just one seafood taco in Los
Angeles – or anywhere, really – make it
Mariscos Jalisco’s. The original Boyle
Heights truck is as iconic as Dodger Stadium itself, but a new permanent Culver City
truck on La Cienega saves a trip for those
closer to the ocean. Tacos dorados de camarón are what you want – fresh shrimp in a
white corn tortilla, deep-fried and anointed
with tomato salsa and refreshing avocado.
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From left: Teddy’s Red
Tacos in Venice Beach,
and Bar Amá’s puffed
tacos with shrimp.

PREP PADS

MEXICO

Where to stay for your next L.A. taco crawl.

STAY With commanding
views of the water and
the best luxury accommodations near LAX, the
304-room Ritz-Carlton,
Marina del Rey is known
for its 42-foot sailing yacht,
stand-up paddleboarding,
lighted tennis courts, and
heated saltwater pool.
But there’s a secret taco
option steps away from its
circular driveway: Sky’s
Gourmet Tacos, which veteran L.A. chef Barbara “Sky”
Burrell calls “Mexican with
a splash of soul.” Her steak
tacos come with “Sassy
Sauce,” and the grilled
salmon tacos are topped

with homemade coleslaw.
Doubles from $429, including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.
Close to taco power spots,
including Gracias Madre,
SLS Hotel Beverly Hills
has a hot salsa energy all
its own, with 297 recently
renovated guest rooms
designed by Philippe Starck
and a lively restaurant and
rooftop pool overseen by
the hotel’s sculptural pigs
and monkeys. Closest taco
fix: Creative Plancha Tacos,
on nearby West 3rd Street,
stays open till midnight. Doubles from $309, including

breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.
A little-known fact about
Four Seasons Hotel Los
Angeles at Beverly Hills:
Its poolside Cabana restaurant has a noteworthy
taco menu. Tacos à la chef
Nico include a grilled mahimahi option with shaved
cabbage, chipotle crema,
pickled onion, and queso
fresco. The 285 bright and
contemporary rooms, a favorite of the Hollywood hoi
polloi, are delectable too.
Doubles from $595, including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.
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TO BOOK YOUR ESCAPE,
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

Cruising
Clockwise from
left: The new
Celebrity Apex;
record shopping
on Virgin’s Scarlet
Lady; Greenland,
a highlight of
Hurtigruten’s voyage
from Antarctica
to the Arctic; and
Hammam Ál Andalus,
a wellness excursion
on Oceania’s Mediterranian sailings
that call at Málaga.

HELI-HIKE IN ANTARCTICA

Uncharted Waters
13 things you didn’t know you could do on a cruise.
BY JANICE WALD HENDERSON
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“Heli-hiking, offered on Quark Expeditions’ new Ultramarine, gives
adventurers two experiences in one,”
says Calgary-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Samuel Spencer. “First, the
flight provides spectacular coastal
and mountain views. Next, you get to
trek or snowshoe in remote areas with
glaciers and pure snowfields.” Departures: Multiple dates, November 20, 2021,
through March 3, 2022; from $12,495.

MOVE LIKE JAGGER
Crank the fun up to 11 in the 2,147square-foot Massive Suite – the largest

(BATHHOUSE) JAVIER SANCHEZ MINGORANCE/ALAMY, (GREENNLAND) MATHIAS RHODE/GETTY IMAGES

J

UST WHEN YOU THINK YOU’VE

seen it all on the rivers and high
seas, a new ship or line (or a major vessel makeover) dangles an
irresistible opportunity. Perhaps you
dream of living like a rock star, diving
deep into polar waters, discovering a
new hobby, or making a wish – such as
meeting Broadway stars – come true.
We scanned the horizon and tapped
Virtuoso travel advisors to find out
what’s next at sea. For veteran cruisers and newcomers alike, here are 13
things that have us excited to hit the
gangway and set sail.

The Oyster Box, Umhlanga, South Africa

LUXURY ADVENTURES
REPLETE WITH EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCES
Embark on one-of-a-kind journeys with the best brands in travel. Enjoy after-hours visits to enticing landmarks
and private receptions with legendary locals. These are experiences you won’t find anywhere else.

Set sail with Uniworld, the best and
most luxurious all-inclusive river
cruise line in the world. On Venice &
the Gems of Northern Italy, you’ll be
treated to a special, after-hours lighting
ceremony at the St. Mark’s Basilica.

Join a small group, escorted journey
with exceptional dining and luxury hotel
stays. On Harmony of Central Europe,
join Princess Anita von Hohenberg
at her family home, Artstetten Castle,
for a private reception.

Tailor-make your dream safari with
the world’s best safari outﬁtter.
On Experience South Africa,
enjoy exclusive hideaways, high tea
with local artisans and a luxury
safari in a private reserve.

CONTACT YOUR PREFERRED VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK

Cruising

Divers down: Explore polar waters with
Aurora Expeditions or (inset) in Seabourn’s
six-passenger sub. Opposite: The living
room on Viking Expeditions’ Octantis.
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sensory experience,” says Glencoe, Illinoisbased travel advisor Victoria HardisonSterry. “Age-old Arab bathhouse traditions
prevail, including candlelit soaks in thermal
baths and an authentic massage.” Departures: Multiple dates, March 18 through April 4,
2022; from $1,449.

shipboard pampering with Otium, a novel,
Med-inspired spa concept. Guests can get
treatments in the spa, in their suite, or in
other ship venues,” says Ruth Turpin, a Fort
Worth-based Virtuoso advisor. “A couples
massage set to live music, poolside canapés –
the sky’s the limit.” Departure: November 19;
from $6,500.

PRIVATE-BALCONY BLOWOUT
Live life outdoors in one of the two Sky Suites
on the new, 3,560-passenger Enchanted Princess. The five-person suite has the largest balcony in Princess Cruises’ fleet – more than
1,000 square feet, with a 270-degree view.
Balcony perks include a daybed, bar, and
fridge; a dining table; and seats overlooking
the pool deck and its big screen for movies
under the stars. Inaugural departure: November 10; Sky Suites from $13,999.

VOYAGE BETWEEN POLES
Sail from the Arctic to Antarctica on Hurtigruten Expeditions’ 254-passenger Fram.
The 66-day voyage cruises from Canada’s
Baffin Bay to the Maritimes and Greenland,
traverses the Panama Canal, then traces
South America’s west coast en route to Antarctica. Excursions lean into adventure and
eco-touring; passengers can unwind with
yoga and meditation classes on deck. Departure: September 2, 2022; from $50,143.

SPA WITHOUT BORDERS
Silversea debuts its newest ship, the
596-passenger Silver Dawn, with a 13-day Atlantic crossing from Lisbon to Fort Lauderdale. “Silver Dawn breaks the boundaries of

BUTTERFLY BINGE
Nature lovers on Ponant’s 184-passenger
Le Champlain will find themselves among
200 species of butterflies (and more than

10,000 plant and 300 bird species) on an
excursion in Costa Rica’s Carara National
Park. In collaboration with Smithsonian
Journeys, Matthew Larsen, director emeritus of the Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute, joins the eight-day cruise from
Colón, Panama, to Puerto Caldera, Costa
Rica, for special presentations en route. Departure: January 24, 2022; from $4,410.

MEXICO
R I V I E R A M AYA • L O S C A B O S • P U E R T O VA L L A R TA • R I V I E R A N AYA R I T

Located in Mexico’s most beautiful beach destinations, Velas Resorts offer an incomparable experience in all-inclusive luxury, full of color, culture,
Velas Resorts invite guests to revel in the peace and serenity of spectacular landscapes. Experience revolutionary All-Inclusive features at Casa Velas
(for adults-only), Mar del Cabo (for ages 12 and over), family-friendly Velas Vallarta, and three sumptuous Grand Velas Resorts.
TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.

GRAND VELAS • CASA VELAS • VELAS VALLARTA • MAR DEL CABO

Well Traveled

Court marshal: Hone skills and match
strategy with an intensive tennis retreat.

The popularity of tennis soared
during the pandemic. Here’s
where to perfect your game.
BY CHADNER NAVARRO
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AST YEAR’S LOCKDOWNS MAY HAVE TEMPORARILY SHUT-

tered professional tennis, canceling Grand Slams and leaving
Rafael Nadal, Serena Williams, and other champions tethered to
their living rooms. But the sport itself didn’t draw a bye. In fact,
according to the U.S. Tennis Association, tennis, in all its outdoor, socially
distanced glory, thrived: More than 21 million Americans picked up a
racket in 2020 – and of those, some 3 million were brand new to the sport.
Local courts and racket clubs stayed busier than ever, and as soon as
travel restrictions eased, hotels and resorts with tennis facilities found
themselves mobbed with requests for court reservations and lessons.
Steve Halverson, director of tennis at Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, Golf Club
& Spa, says that while the sport has always been a big draw at the property,

(TENNIS PLAYER) GETTY IMAGES

Net
Gains

More than
21 million
Americans picked
up a racket in
2020 – and of
those, some 3
million were
brand new to
the sport.
in the last year demand has spiked like he’s
never experienced. “Once we reopened, our
team was inundated with lessons,” he says.
Pre-pandemic requests usually had his staff
spending a daily average of seven hours on
court. “This year, especially during spring
break, we were doing 11-hour days.”
The increased interest has spurred hotels
and resorts to expand tennis programs. On
Kiawah Island in South Carolina, The Sanctuary’s Roy Barth Tennis Center has hired
more pros, staged activities later into the
evening, and expanded events to accommodate more people. To wit: One of its annual
tournaments for seniors, which previously
pulled in around 130 players, registered 275
participants in its most recent installment.
“The Sanctuary stands out from other resorts for its extensive variety of daily drills,

clinics, round-robin tournaments, and fantastic pros,” says Atlanta, Georgia-based
Virtuoso travel advisor and avid tennis
player Stephanie Reiner, who has arranged
a series of women’s tennis getaways there
this fall. “I’m most impressed with their
coaching style, which focuses on actionable
techniques to improve my strokes in conjunction with match strategy.”
Director of tennis Jonathan Barth notes
that camps that typically booked out three
months in advance are now filling up six to
nine months ahead of time. Barth feels the
shift is a long-term trend. He’s hoping this
rise in popularity is something resorts all
over the world can sustain and is already
planning on adding even more programs to
accommodate demand. Here are seven resorts set to help you ace your game this fall.
All Tennis, All the Time

Winter
Escape
Package

ANTIGUA
Nine courts tucked between a lush rain forest and blue Caribbean waters make Antigua’s 87-suite Carlisle Bay resort an idyllic
locale for spirited rallies, friendly roundrobin tournaments, and technique clinics.
But if you want your vacation to be as tennis obsessed as you are, resort pros can create a personalized schedule based on your
goals (volleying one day, beefing up return
of serve the next), paired with recoveryspecific spa treatments (such as soft tissue
mobilization and sports massage rehab) to

Stay 5 nights at
Stein Eriksen Lodge,
a Forbes Five Star Property
this winter and receive
25% off.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES
Buf
Buffet breakfast daily
•
$100 Resort credit
•
Early check-in, late checkout
based on availability
•
One catego
category room upgrade
based on availability

C
C

Applies to winter reservations
only and must be booked by
November 1, 2021.
Blackout dates will apply.
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ensure you’re at your best on court. Doubles
from $432, including breakfast and afternoon
tea daily and a cooking demonstration, a twohour boat outing, and a $100 resort credit.
Pack Your Tennis Whites

BAHAMAS
Tennis fans at the 237-room Rosewood
Baha Mar can live out Wimbledon fantasies on a rare resort amenity: an authentic grass court. The nine-court center (six
hard, two clay, one grass) recently brought
in Cliff Drysdale Tennis to oversee its programs, from beginner-friendly 101 classes
and intense drill sessions in the evenings
to private lessons and more. The resort also
hosts the Baha Mar Cup, a multiday tennis
extravaganza featuring some of the sport’s
biggest names. Doubles from $795, including
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
Have Racket, Will Travel

BOCA RATON
Tennis has always been a big deal at the 330room Boca Raton, where 16 palm-fringed
clay courts test guests’ sliding skills, and
star-studded initiatives, such as weekend
clinics with Jimmy Connors, were the prepandemic norm. And according to director
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of tennis Erik Silver, the last year only
amplified the sport’s relevance to the
property. “We have repeat guests staying for ten days at a time just so they can
play tennis daily,” he says, adding that the
club has since expanded its social clinics, such as King of the Court (a speedy
take on doubles) and Ladies’ Night, and
resort pros are now giving 45 hours of
lessons a day. Doubles from $649, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
Southern Strokes

KIAWAH ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA
Players at the 255-room Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort get treated to
more than just Lowcountry hospitality;
they also gain access to one of the world’s
top tennis programs, which started offering
intensive coaching and strength conditioning for competitive juniors when it launched
The Barth-Hawtin Tennis Academy in 2019.
Surrounded by towering palmettos, live
oaks, and fragrant oleander an hour south
of Charleston, the 22 courts (including ten
new Har-Tru clay courts lit for night play)
feel more like a tennis garden, which imparts a relaxing atmosphere to group lessons, stroke-a-day clinics, and demanding

Drills at The Phoenician and
(left) Rosewood Baha Mar.

doubles camps. Doubles from $505, including
a bottle of sparkling wine on arrival, breakfast
daily, and a $100 resort credit.
Island Hustle

LANAI
Last April, Andres Durandegui arrived at the
213-room Four Seasons Resort Lanai as its
latest director of tennis and launched new
activities for its courts. As a tropical paradise with two pools, seven restaurants, and
easy beach access, the resort didn’t focus
much on the sport previously. Under Durandegui’s guidance, along with private lessons,
guests can now also sign up for shot-of-theday drills (each class focuses on perfecting a
specific stroke), cardio tennis (a fast-paced
session geared toward improving footwork),
and a 90-minute junior tennis program for
kids ages 7 to 13. Doubles from $1,100, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
Stretch It Out

SAN DIEGO
Last year, the 327-room Park Hyatt Aviara
Resort, Golf Club & Spa unveiled enhanced
tennis programs and new dining venues as
part of its comprehensive renovation. In addition to clinics and private lessons on its

six courts, Steve Halverson developed new
classes such as Swing Salutation, a 90-minute session split between yoga, led by a certified practitioner, and backhand lessons with
a pro. “We know yoga targets strength, balance, and flexibility, all of which can improve
your tennis,” says Halverson. “It’s a fun way
to keep things interesting, and it’s beneficial
to your game too.” Doubles from $695, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
Drills in the Desert

SCOTTSDALE
Temps at the 645-room Phoenician resort don’t deter tennis diehards: Head pro
Daniel Kilen says the Athletic Club’s seven
courts are usually full from 8 am to 6 pm,
with bookings made months in advance.
On top of private lessons and clinics, Kilen
can also organize round-robin tournaments for traveling pods who want to add
a competitive edge to their vacation. Just
how popular has tennis proved during the
pandemic? “One unexpected thing was
the shortage of balls nationwide,” Kilen
says. “We’ve had to do a lot more sourcing
to keep up with the increased demand.”
Doubles from $459, including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit.
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Quick Escape

Tune Into Catalina
Hop a ferry for beaches and backcountry hiking –
plus a bit of bygone Hollywood glamour –
in California’s Channel Islands.
BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

A yachter rows
out to his mooring
from Avalon.
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DISCOVER BEYOND

CLOSER TO HOME
You don’t have to go far to ﬁnd a remarkable vacation. You can spark curiosity on an
adventure close to home. A world of cultures is yours to discover within the reaches of North
America. From the majesty of the Great Lakes, to the remote wilderness of Alaska,
treasured destinations and immersive experiences await.

$22000

J

2022

GREAT LAKES | ALASKA & THE PACIFIC COAST | CANADA & NEW ENGLAND
SOUTHEAST USA | MEXICO & THE YUCATAN PENINSULA

OUR ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES INCLUDE:
• 1-NIGHT PRE-CRUISE HOTEL STAY
with FR
ground transfers between
the hotel and the vessel

• UNLIMITED BEVERAGES
including an extensive wine list,
choice spirits, local craft beers and
specialty coffees

• UNLIMITED INCLUDED SHORE
EXCURSIONS curated with your
comfort in mind aboard private,
deluxe motorcoaches

R

IR

XCL

• OPEN BARS AND LOUNGES
throughout the vessel including a
smoothie and juice bar
R morning

I

• ALTERNATIVE DINING featuring fresh
lobster and
D
rime Beef available
R night
• UNLIMITED WIFI
• 24-HOUR IN-ROOM DINING
• LIVE, DAILY ENTERTAINMENT
AND ENRICHMENT

: $50 PER PERSON PREMIUM SHORE EXPERIENCE CREDIT

CALL YOUR VI RTUOSO ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR
V I C T O R Y C R U I S E L I N E S A L L- I N C L U S I V E V O Y A G E .
Bonus Savings shown is per stateroom, on select voyages. Eligible itineraries are capacity-controlled and may be changed or withdrawn at any time. For full terms and conditions,
call your Virtuoso travel advisor. Mention Offer Code: FREEDOM. Book by October 31, 2021. ©2021 Victory Operating Company, LLC. Vessel registry: Bahamas. NA482

Quick Escape

C

ATALINA ISLAND IS EASIER FOR

many Angelenos to get to than
some L.A. neighborhoods. Leave
the city’s notoriously snarled freeways behind in favor of an hour-long ferry
ride toward the horizon, and soon the honking horns “overtown” (island-speak for the
mainland) give way to seagull squawks. Yes,
crowds swell during summers and on weekends, when frat boys and bachelorette partiers loiter late into the night outside Luau
Larry’s or the Marlin Club, Avalon’s oldest bar. Arrive off-season or on a weekday,
however, and it’s hard to believe this beach
town belongs to the nation’s most populous
county. With fewer than 400 cars and trucks
permitted on the entire island, Avalon is
blissfully smog- and road-rage-free – there’s
not even a stoplight. What you will find,
however, is an inviting slice of old California shimmering as bright as the golden garibaldi fish that swim off its shoreline, plus
hiking, biking, and four-wheel-drive fun
just minutes outside the town limits.
Catalina is the most touristed of the eight
Channel Islands strewn along the Southern California coast. It’s been inhabited by
the Gabrielino-Tongva tribe, claimed by
Spain and Mexico, owned by private developers, and frequented by smugglers, bootleggers, and prospectors. But it was in 1919,
when William Wrigley Jr. of chewing gum
and Chicago Cubs fame purchased the island, that Catalina rose to prominence as
a playground for Hollywood filmmakers,
movie stars, and baseball fans (the Cubs
held spring training here for 30 years). Decades later, Wrigley’s heirs established the
Catalina Island Conservancy, a private land
trust that still protects nearly 90 percent
of the island’s 74 square miles of unspoiled
beaches, hidden coves, and craggy hills.
Arriving visitors first spy Catalina Casino
at the north end of palm-fringed Avalon Bay,
but there’s nary a roulette wheel or neon light
inside. Wrigley Jr. had the round, 12-story-tall
building constructed in 1929 as a venue for bigband legends, who kept its 20,000-squarefoot dance hall swinging. These days, guided
tours take visitors into the casino’s nooks and
the main level’s Avalon Theater, a 1,180-seat,
acoustically perfect cinema that hosts the
Catalina Film Festival each September (17
through 26 this year).
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Clockwise from
top left: Naughty
Fox’s ahi poke
nachos, zipping
up to Two Harbors
on the Cyclone,
and Silver Canyon
Tile artwork.

Colorful tiles depicting birds and island
life line the path from the casino to Crescent
Avenue, Avalon’s waterfront walk – a nod to
the now defunct Catalina Island Pottery.
Its hand-glazed tiles are embedded in sidewalks and adorn public buildings, private
homes, and fountains around town. About
half are reproductions, says Robin Cassidy,
a potter and the owner of Silver Canyon Tile,
who works with the city to repair and replace damaged tiles. She also leads two-hour
workshops for visitors to create their own.
Most residents get around on golf carts;
visitors can rent them by the hour at Catalina Island Golf Carts for easier access to
views from the steep hills above the harbor

and attractions farther afield, such as the
Wrigley Memorial & Botanic Garden. But
since Avalon is only four blocks long, it’s
easiest to dip in and out of shops and restaurants on foot. Early arrivals should pop into
Toyon Grill for a latte and avocado toast
with a view. For lunch: shellfish and other
seafood dishes at The Lobster Trap or the
recently opened Naughty Fox, home to a
patio ideal for people-watching over plates
of ahi poke nachos and grilled fish tacos.
The local happy hour call is a Buffalo Milk,
the island’s boozy frozen cocktail of vodka,
Kahlúa, crème de cacao, and banana liqueur.
But in order to discover the beaches and
hidden spots that really make Catalina

WELCOME
TO YOUR

CATALONIA

N OW A N D F O R E V E R ,

YOUR TAILOR-MADE DESTINATION.

Quick Escape

Green Pleasure Pier, the
hub for coastal adventures.

BEST
IN ALASKA

BEST
ALASKA CRUISE

2019 CRUISE CRITIC,
CRUISERS' CHOICE
DESTINATION
AWARDS

2019 AFAR
TRAVELERS'
CHOICE
AWARDS

BEST
CRUISE LINE FOR
ALASKA SAILINGS
2019 TRAVELAGE
WEST WAVE AWARDS
EDITOR'S
PICK

See Alaska
with the Best
Trust the cruise line voted best
in Alaska and make your journey
an incredible value with our
Have It All premium package.

Contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor

We are staying atop health and safety protocols in
our continuing effort to minimize the risk of exposure
to COVID-19, which may impact our voyages and
offerings, including amenities and itineraries. All U.S.
voyages are subject to CDC Cruise Travel Advice which
is available at hollandamerica.com/advisory. Ships’
Registry: The Netherlands.

CRUISE ON OVER
Five ways to put Catalina on your map.

Terranea Resort’s adventure concierge organizes
activities, including day trips
to Catalina Island via the
Catalina Express, which
departs from Long Beach,
just 30 minutes away. Guests
return to the 582-room
resort to dine alfresco at one
of its nine restaurants, relax
at the 50,000-square-foot
spa, or lounge by one of four
pools. Doubles from $575,
including breakfast daily and
a $100 resort credit.
Along the Newport Beach
coastline, the 204-bungalow, 128-villa Resort at
Pelican Hill has ocean
views from its championship
golf course and impressive
Coliseum Pool. Among the
many off-property requests
fielded by concierges: surf
lessons just down the road
or a Catalina Island adventure aboard the Catalina
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Flyer ferry, 20 minutes from
the resort. Doubles from
$795, including a $50
breakfast credit daily and
a $100 resort credit.
Royal Caribbean International sets sail roundtrip from Los Angeles for
the first time in a decade
beginning this November.
The company’s revamped,
3,386-passenger Navigator of the Seas will embark
on five-day cruises, with
a call at Avalon en route
to Ensenada. Departures:
Multiple dates, November
29, 2021, through December
19, 2022; from $229.
Explore Channel Islands
National Park and marine
sanctuary aboard Lindblad
Expeditions’ 100-passenger
National Geographic Venture
or Quest, round-trip from
L.A. The five-day sailings are

filled with paddleboarding,
hiking, and Zodiac excursions and wrap up with a day
on Catalina for wildlife tours
or an afternoon at Island
Spa Catalina or Descanso
Beach Club before returning
to L.A. Departures: Multiple
dates, October 29, 2021,
through November 5, 2022;
from $3,200.
Virtuoso travel advisors can
work with American Excursionist to create custom
Catalina adventures. One
example: a private day trip
from L.A. that begins with a
helicopter flight to Avalon,
followed by a four-wheeldrive tour of the island’s
interior and lunch aboard a
private yacht to spend the afternoon swimming and snorkeling from remote beaches.
Departures: Any day through
2022; from $12,000 for up to
five travelers.

TIP
“An easy escape from the L.A.
area, Catalina is perfect for
families looking for adventure
and couples seeking a bit of
romance for the day or a long
weekend. Make sure to book
golf carts, bikes, and excursions, such as dive boats
and tours, in advance, even if
you’re just day-tripping.”
– Robin Sanchez, Virtuoso
travel agency executive,
Santa Barbara

A Micato safari is unlike any other experience
The World’s Most Awarded Safari Outfitter

special, you have to get out of Avalon. Jutting
from the main beach, the Green Pleasure Pier
serves as the departure point for kayaking,
diving and snorkeling trips in the surrounding kelp forests, and the Cyclone, an open-air
speedboat that zips along Catalina’s impressive coastline to the small outpost of Two
Harbors (population 300) for hiking, swimming, or chaise lounging at the beach club.
Boaters can charter a yacht to sail the coast
and anchor at deserted coves.
The island’s interior is where Catalina
separates itself from your average California beach getaway, whether you’re in search
of Catalina’s endemic gray fox and resident
bison on a four-wheel-drive excursion, helihiking or heli-mountain-biking, or burning
off a Buffalo Milk on moderate hikes on the
island’s hundred-plus miles of trails. Trekkers can set out on a multiday tramp along
the Trans-Catalina Trail, a 38-mile odyssey.
Fifth-generation islander Larina Cassidy,
who owns a local outfitting company with
her stepmom, hauls gear for hikers and sets
up tents on beach campgrounds along the
same rutted roads her great-great-grandfather, Manuel Hernandez, once traversed in a
horse-drawn wagon. What she says she loves
best about life on Catalina is the same thing
visitors who return again and again say too:
“There’s always something different to do.”
Catalina’s biggest surprise by far: the existence, so close to L.A., of an island where
the buffalo literally roam, and where, in the
course of a day, you can hike a mountain,
snorkel in the sea, and be dressed (in flipflops) for a locally caught lobster dinner just
in time for a SoCal sunset.

S E P T E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1

75

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details

Conscious Comeback

Positive Returns
Travel advisors weigh in on how to travel mindfully now.
INTERVIEWS BY JOEL CENTANO

A

S LOCKDOWNS LIFT AND THE PANDEMIC

eases in many parts of the world, it’s the perfect
time to reexamine the impact our travels can
have on the people and places we visit. And who
better to share insight than travel advisors, the ultimate
industry insiders? From slowing down and thinking small
to tipping with abandon, here’s how to make sustainability a priority on future trips.
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EMBRACE MINDFUL TRAVEL
I recently returned from my first international trip since
the pandemic began. It reminded me of what travel does
best: connect us to our fellow humans and the beauty of
the natural world. Never has the need for slow, intentional,
sustainable travel been more urgent than after the collective trauma we’ve all endured. Mindful travel that benefits
the well-being of ecosystems, cultures, and economies

(TWELVE APOSTLES) CHRISTIANB/GETTY IMAGES

Twelve Apostles
Marine National
Park in Australia
and (opposite)
Amantaka’s library.

offers an antidote to the pandemic’s fear
and isolation. Highly suggested: smallgroup journeys with conscientious companies, such as G Adventures, whose trips let
you connect with like-minded travelers and
focus on treading lightly while providing financial benefits to local communities.
– Rose O’Connor, Granite Bay, California

STICK TO ONE STOP
With restrictions lifting and the pace of life
slowly returning to pre-pandemic levels,
we’re at a critical threshold. My hope is that
we’ll stop simply thinking sustainable travel
is a good idea and truly practice it. One way
to do this is to limit multicountry holidays
and instead go for depth – longer, more
immersive travels in a single destination.
Another is to support responsible travel
providers. Tanzania’s Singita Grumeti lodges, for instance, source most of their food
directly from local farming communities,
and their Grumeti Fund provides technical
training so farmers can grow their businesses. Aqua Expeditions supplies only reusable
water bottles and has refilling stations on
its ships (especially important as plastic
use increased during the pandemic), and in
Peru, onboard paramedics provide healthand-safety outreach to communities on the
Amazon River during cruises.
– Hui-Juan Lim, Singapore

GO WITH THE FLOW
Tourism accounts for one in ten jobs worldwide, and in many areas, travel is the driving force of the local economy. It’s critical
to these destinations that travel resumes,
but at the same time, we must remain patient as individual countries adjust to new
health-and-safety protocols. Keep in mind,
too, that our tourism dollars help support
conservation and sustainability initiatives
around the world. Case in point: At many
African lodges, tourism funds wildlife management and anti-poaching efforts, along
with education, employment training, and
community development.
– Meg North, Birmingham, Alabama

TRAVEL OFF-SEASON
As we move forward, doing our part to limit
mass tourism and overtourism is essential.
If you want to visit a place that’s extremely

popular, such as Venice or Bali, consider traveling in the off-season or shoulder season to
help keep overcrowding down. When you’re
visiting developing countries, I also suggest
bypassing mega-resorts in favor of smaller,
more sustainably minded properties. In
Laos, for example, both the 24-room Amantaka and 34-room Belmond La Résidence
Phou Vao connect guests with surrounding
communities and help sustain local culture.
– Darren Leckie, Beechworth, Australia

TIP DIRECTLY

LIGHTEN YOUR FOOTPRINT

GO WHERE IT COUNTS

As we plan future trips, it’s essential to ask
certain questions: Do we need a rental car
or private driver, or can we use public transportation instead? Can we choose a nonstop
flight, even if it’s more expensive? Is there a
train that could replace a short-haul flight?
Climate change will be a real challenge for
many of our favorite destinations in the notso-distant future, so anything we can do to
lessen our carbon footprint is needed. This
can extend to the providers we support, as
well. One to consider: Lindblad Expeditions
is a carbon-neutral company that offers expedition cruises with fewer than 150 passengers, which allows travelers to explore
intimate environments while minimizing
environmental impact.
– Erin Green, Excelsior, Minnesota

While every country in the world has unfortunately been affected by the pandemic,
a few tourism-dependent destinations have
been particularly impacted. Countries such
as Fiji, Samoa, and Indonesia, where the industry is run by locals, have seen enormous
cuts to livelihoods in their communities.
Morocco and many African countries are
also in a dire situation following the pandemic’s pause in travel. In Australia, we’ve
seen the impact of the devastating bushfires of the 2019-2020 season further exacerbated by Covid. Travelers should consider
destinations like these when planning their
next holiday, knowing that their money will
go a long way toward rebuilding communities and helping locals get back on their feet.
– Yvonne Verstandig, Melbourne, Australia

One of the best ways travelers can immediately strengthen local communities and
families is to generously tip local guides,
drivers, spa therapists, and hotel staff – directly and in local currency. Also, think big
by thinking small: For starters, I’m steering
clients away from crowded destinations to
smaller, lesser-visited – though equally impressive – locations they may not have considered. – Lila Fox, Denver, Colorado
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2 for 1 Cruise Fares
FREE Roundtrip Airfare*
FREE Airport Transfers*

ENDLESS

adventures

plus choose one:

AWA I T

FREE Shore Excursions
FREE Beverage Package
FREE Shipboard Credit

The corners of the world that make your heart sing
– and those you have yet to explore.
It’s all ahead of you.

plus inclusive amenities:

FREE Internet
FREE Specialty Restaurants
FREE Room Service 24 Hours a Day
FREE Shuttles to City Center
FREE Fitness Classes
FREE Still & Sparkling Vero Water
FREE Soft Drinks & Specialty Coffees
FREE Launderette
and more

#RememberTheFuture

BES T PRICE GUAR A N T EE

202 2 FE AT UR ED SAILINGS

PO L AR & PAT AGONIAN QUES T

AEGEAN WONDERS

ARGENTINA to CHILE
20 days | Jan 8, 2022 – MARINA

GREECE to GREECE
10 days | Jul 27, 2022 – RIVIERA

OLife Choice

OLife Choice

Includes:

Includes:

FREE Roundtrip Airfare*
FREE Airport Transfers*

FREE Roundtrip Airfare*
FREE Airport Transfers*

plus choose one:

plus choose one:

FREE 8 Shore Excursions,
FREE Beverage Package or
FREE $800 Shipboard Credit

FREE 6 Shore Excursions,
FREE Beverage Package or
FREE $600 Shipboard Credit

Veranda Stateroom

Veranda Stateroom

from only $

7,899 per person*

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and
ask about Free Pre-Paid Gratuities on select sailings.

E XQ U I SI T ELY C R A F T ED C U I SI N E . C U R AT ED T R AV EL E X PER I EN C E S . S M A LL S H IP LU X U RY.

*TERMS & CONDITIONS: Fares are valid as of 10/121 and are subject to change. Visit OceaniaCruises.com/terms for details.

from only $

5,599 per person*

HOW
WE’RE
TR VELING
NOW
TOLTEK/ISTOCKPHOTO/GETTY IMAGES

TR VEL INSIDERS ON WH T’S CH NGED,
WHERE THEY’VE BEEN, ND WHERE THEY’RE GOING.
The doors to the world are easing open again. And while hope is blossoming, it’s also a time of contemplation
as people at every level of the industry reflect on the pandemic’s impact – personally and professionally. We
asked savvy travelers and industry insiders, from hoteliers to cruise executives, to weigh in on the current
state of travel and share their hopes for the future, tips and tricks for successful travel, and how we can all
help move travel forward. INTERVIEWS BY HEATHER GREENWOOD DAVIS
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SAMANTHA HAHN
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ORL NDO SHFORD
Who he is: Executive chairman of Azamara, which offers
smaller ships and extended stays in ports
Home base: Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Travel takeaway: Go farther, stay longer.

URING THE PANDEMIC, I TRAVELED THE WHOLE
time. There were probably only three or four
months when I didn’t, but all of that travel was domestic. Before the pandemic, I’d do international trips
every other month: Asia, Indonesia, the Philippines – I
used to go to Italy ﬁve times a year! I haven’t been able
to do an international trip in over a year. I’m looking
forward to being able to go back.
I think that anytime you have something taken away
from you, when you get it back, you appreciate it and
cherish it a little bit more. Over the years I’ve been to
some amazing places for meetings, but
never really had a chance to enjoy them.
An Azamara ship
in port in Chile
That’s something I’m never going to do
and (right) Floragain. I won’t ﬂy all the way to China, go to
ence views.
a meeting, and then jump on a plane and
ﬂy home. If I’m going all the way there, I’m
going to stay for a couple of days.
Azamara spends more time in port
with more overnights than any other
cruise line. This really ﬁts with my thinking, especially after the pandemic.
Having more time in ports to truly experience the food, music, and culture of a
city or country is something I’ve always
enjoyed, but I now cherish. Perfectly
appropriate as we begin to travel again
coming out of this pandemic.

D

“ANYTIME YOU HAVE SOMETHING TAKEN AWAY, WHEN YOU GET IT BACK,
YOU CHERISH IT A LITTLE BIT MORE.”
80
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TRAVEL TIP:
My Samsonite
overhead bag can
accommodate two
suits and has a
separate section for
shirts, undergarments, socks, and
a pair of shoes. I’ve
had two of these
bags over the last
25 years.

ROBYN WOODHE D
Who she is: Cofounder of White Desert, a small-group Antarctic adventure company;
executive committee chair of the International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators, which
advocates for and promotes environmentally responsible travel to the region
Home base: Cape Town, South Africa
Travel takeaway: Appreciate close-to-home destinations.

’M SOUTH AFRICAN, BUT I LIVED IN LONDON FOR
20 years. That’s where we grew our business and
where most of my adult years were spent. We moved
back to South Africa three years ago. Ever since, it’s been
a rediscovery of what’s right on my doorstep. During the
pandemic, I was able to visit Zimbabwe with my bubble.
We ﬂew on the charter jet we use to go to Antarctica,
followed all the protocols for testing and masks and secured the appropriate permits, and we were able to have
an incredible experience. We treasured every moment. I
think that’s what travel used to be when I was a kid, but I
guess you sometimes lose sight of that. It’s been a beautiful thing to remember that travel is a privilege.
Because a lot of people have been on a big emotional journey during lockdown, they might be more
conscious of their environmental impact. Maybe
we can galvanize this change in attitude to make
everybody more grateful and aware of their impact in
every aspect of their travel choices. Our White Desert
guests generally go to Antarctica with a thirst for
exploring the seventh continent or going to the South
Pole, but they all come back as ambassadors for the
continent’s conservation. Our trips are also sustainable in that we offer once-in-a-lifetime experiences:
They change people profoundly, and we tend to not
have repeat visitors – but they want to stay connected to the place forever.

I

Southern Africa’s
Victoria Falls and
(above) an Antarctic adventure.

“MAYBE WE CAN
GALVANIZE THIS
CHANGE IN ATTITUDE
TO MAKE EVERYBODY
MORE GRATEFUL
AND AWARE OF
THEIR IMPACT.”

TRAVEL TIP: I check in early, change into my comfy pajamas before takeoff, and drink way more
water than usual. I use Sisley-Paris Black Rose Precious Face Oil before takeoff; it also helps
make your mask smell sweeter.
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N ST SI Y KOUB
“BEING A MORE MINDFUL
TRAVELER COULD BE AS SIMPLE AS JUST SLOWING DOWN,
MAKING EYE CONTACT, AND
SMILING AT PEOPLE.”

TRAVEL TIP:
I love searching
Instagram geotags
when I’m visiting a
new city to ﬁnd out
where the coolest spots are and
where the locals are
hanging out. When
I’m just browsing
Instagram and come
across a place I like,
I use folders to save
photo spots, cafés,
and hotels. Even if I
don’t have immediate plans to go, I have
them saved for later!
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Who she is: Founder of Dame Traveler, an online community
that connects and empowers female-identifying travelers
as they explore the globe; author of
Dame Traveler: Live the Spirit of Adventure
Home base: New York City
Travel takeaway: Keep the planet in mind.

WANT TO BE MORE MINDFUL ABOUT SUStainability and my carbon footprint. It’s always
been important to me, but now even more so. I
feel like, for a lot of people, travel has become just a
photo op. Since Instagram is my largest platform,
I think it’s my duty to remind people to really take
in the places they visit and learn about them. Being
a more mindful traveler could be as simple as just
slowing down, making eye contact, and smiling
at people, even if you
can’t communicate with
them in their language.
Gratitude is important,
and being able to convey
“Thank you. I’m grateful
to be here, and I want
to respect your land” is
important too. People
live in these destinations
we visit – they’re not just
playgrounds for us to run
around and take photos.
I can’t wait until I start
traveling again. I’ll happily
go anywhere at this point.
I just miss the world.

I

NASTASIA YAKOUB

Clockwise from left:
Yakoub at Governor’s
Residence in Yangon;
and her shots of
Suzhou, China, and
Lofoten, Norway.

S LV TORE FERR G MO
Who he is: CEO of Il Borro, a 2,700-acre Tuscan estate that’s home
to a collection of villas and suites in a medieval village;
scion of the famed Italian fashion family
Home base: Tuscany, Italy
Travel takeaway: Celebrate the milestones.
Ferragamo’s Il Borro
and (right) Prague.

T

(IL BORRO) GUGLIELMO DE MICHELI,
(PRAGUE) DA LIU/GETTY IMAGES

HIS SEPTEMBER, I WOULD REALLY LOVE TO
celebrate my father’s birthday at Viesca, the estate
that belonged to our grandmother. It would be a
celebration of his life and his retirement after a career
guiding the Salvatore Ferragamo brand. I’m also looking forward to traveling to Portugal with my family
again, and I would like to take a well-deserved trip alone
with my wife to Prague.
For many travelers, off-the-beatenpath locations will not only bring peace
of mind when it comes to safety, but
also offer privacy and the opportunity
to truly connect with their surroundings. Traveling will now be more
meaningful – we’ll probably still have to
keep a physical distance between each
other but grow closer while learning
the local traditions of a community and
supporting its businesses.
Whether it’s learning about an
ancient way of baking, how to taste
wine, or only ten words in a foreign
language, every trip offers a heritage to
be explored and a chance to bring a bit
of the community you’ve visited back
home with you.

TRAVEL TIP:
I always choose a
window seat. Compression socks help
to improve circulation in-ﬂight, and
Bose noise-canceling
headphones plus ear
plugs keep noise to
a minimum. The combination helps me
reach destinations
well rested so I may
fully appreciate them.

“OFF-THE-BEATEN-PATH LOCATIONS WILL NOT ONLY BRING PEACE OF MIND
WHEN IT COMES TO SAFETY, BUT ALSO OFFER PRIVACY AND THE
OPPORTUNITY TO TRULY CONNECT WITH THE SURROUNDINGS.”
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1
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YVETTE THOM S-HENRY
Who she is: Regional vice president and general
manager of the Four Seasons Resort Nevis, West Indies;
native of Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
Home base: Charlestown, Nevis
Travel takeaway: Go mindfully.

ARRIVED IN NEVIS IN DECEMBER 2019, STARTED
my position in January 2020, and by March we were
in lockdown mode. In the time I’ve been living here,
what I’ve come to love most about the island is the natural beauty, the many beautiful flowers across the resort
and the island, listening to birds chirping in the morning,
and seeing the stars light up the sky at night. The people
are the secret sauce that makes this island special.
This past May, I took my first trip off-island in over a
year, to Medellín, Colombia, for six days. I turned it into
a three-week journey with stops in Miami and Atlanta
to see family before returning to Nevis.
Having come back to the region after many years
working and living in the United States, I can personally identify with the resort’s positioning as a modern
embodiment of the spirit and soul of the Caribbean.
While I never expected to have to deal with a global
pandemic, closed borders, or restrictions on travel,
I’m grateful that this happened while I was on an island
paradise, surrounded by beauty, open spaces filled
with nature, and the Caribbean Sea steps away from
my office. The pandemic allowed me to realize that
we can’t control the world, but we can control our approach to it and choose to do it with grace. I hope that
translates into the way we all travel.

I

“I’M GRATEFUL THAT
THIS HAPPENED
WHILE I WAS ON AN
ISLAND PARADISE,
SURROUNDED BY
BEAUTY, OPEN
SPACES FILLED
WITH NATURE,
AND THE
CARIBBEAN SEA.”

TRAVEL TIP: Get to the airport early, as there are likely to be longer lines and wait times. Both
travelers and travel industry professionals are navigating different levels of comfort, regulations,
protocols, and many other factors that we didn’t necessarily have to worry about 18 months ago,
but if we all have a little grace and patience, we’ll ensure everyone is able to have a good time and
stay safe.
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The Four Seasons
Resort Nevis and
(right) Medellín’s
Plaza Botero.
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Who he is: Pastry chef at the newly opened
Ritz Paris Le Comptoir, a jewel-box patisserie located
inside the storied hotel; winner of the 2019 Valrhona prize
for Best Restaurant Pastry Chef in the world
Home base: Paris
Travel takeaway: Learn something new.

ENJOYED HAVING QUALITY TIME WITH MY FAMILY
during the pandemic, and even taught them how
to cook, but I missed traveling and how it boosts
my creativity. Meeting new people really helps me
find new ways to cook. I’m always researching where
we can find good places to eat. It’s very important
for me to discover the local food and local concepts.
My last trip before the pandemic was to Brazil.
I traveled with the Ritz Paris sales team, and we were
hosted by the famous Brazilian chef Henrique Fogaça
in São Paulo. I cooked with him for three days at his
restaurant and enjoyed
discovering the Brazilian
cuisine. And when I was
traveling in the USA as
part of the Netflix show
The Chef in a Truck, I
discovered la cuisson à
la plancha, cooking on a
large, flat surface. When
I came back to Europe, I
transformed what I had
learned into the pastries
at Le Comptoir.

I

TRAVEL TIP:
I buy a pastry
utensil each time
I go abroad. I love
the beautiful pastry
cutters I found on
a trip to Japan, and
now I purchase them
every time I come
across them on
my travels.

PHOTO CREDIT

“MEETING NEW
PEOPLE REALLY
HELPS ME FIND
NEW WAYS
TO COOK.”
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Who he is: Chairman and CEO
of Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.,
parent company of Royal Caribbean International,
Celebrity Cruises, and Silversea
Home base: Miami
Travel takeaway: Let travel surprise you.

Who he is: Founder of the Southeast Asia-based
Desa Potato Head empire (including Katamama Suites in Bali),
a collection of hotels, restaurants, and beach clubs
focused on sustainability and creativity
Home base: Singapore
Travel takeaway: Give as much as you get.

STOPPED TRAVELING
during the pandemic. Now
that I’m vaccinated, and
people around the world
are getting vaccinated, I’m
aggressively making up for
lost time. I recently attended
a steel-cutting ceremony in
Finland at the Meyer Turku
shipyard, where our revolutionary ship Icon of the Seas
was revealed. It was a quieter,
smaller ceremony than in the
past, but the excitement level
The Celebrity Edge.
among the team was higher
than ever. And I was aboard
the mind-blowing Celebrity Edge, the ﬁrst to sail from the U.S. in
more than 15 months. I wanted to be the ﬁrst one to step on board,
and I couldn’t wait to welcome guests back.
I’ve been fortunate to travel quite a bit and experience many different cultures and places. So, right now, I’m focused on being anywhere
my seven extraordinary grandchildren are. We go somewhere special
every year, but for me, traveling is about who I’m with and the experiences we share. I’m looking forward to seeing something other than
my own home, and once again experiencing different perspectives.

I

I

TRAVEL TIP: Relax! Breathe! Traveling never goes exactly to plan.
Since you can’t change it, go with the ﬂow and accept that it doesn’t
have to be perfect. And I can’t help but remind everyone that if you
take a cruise vacation, your chances of something going wrong drop
precipitously. Now there’s an idea: Take a cruise for pure bliss.

TRAVEL TIP: I never turn on the internet on a plane. I spend most of
my time reading, enjoying a meal, and resting when I’m tired. I enjoy
the quietness; it’s time for me to just read, think, reﬂect, or purely
relax. And I always take melatonin for jet lag at bedtime for the ﬁrst
two days when I’m in a different time zone.

V I RT U O S O L I F E

’VE SPENT A YEAR IN AN APARTMENT WITH MY FOUR KIDS DOing home schooling. It’s been challenging, but I have to admit that
I’m getting used to turning off the phone and enjoying quality time
with the family. My last trip pre-pandemic was to L.A. in February
2020. It’s incredible to think about. Destinations seem farther now.
When I return to travel, I want to travel with purpose, not just to
get to know the destination, but actually getting to know the community better and with a deeper integration. I wish we could all
change our mindset when traveling. Instead of just taking from a
destination, let’s contribute and leave something behind – a more
immersive and regenerative tourism.
This is where our idea of residencies for the Potato Head Studios
came from. Desa means “village.”
Our desa was designed as a creative
village, a place to share, to be part of
our family. The studios include event
spaces and hospitality offerings that
are open and accessible to locals.
We offer an art and design library for
working, sustainable workshops for
inspiration, a recording studio, Balinese experiences, or a simple beach
A Katamama
sunset. We want everyone to escape
Suites room.
and regenerate. We all need it.

GET REINVIGORATED
After staying home to keep ourselves and others safe, the world is getting
around to getting around again. We’re traveling responsibly to get back
in touch with the people and the places we love. Allianz Travel Insurance
gives travelers the added security to step back into the world without
worrying about the unexpected. It’s how today’s travelers travel safer.
Ask your travel advisor about Allianz Travel Insurance.

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company or Jeﬀerson Insurance Company. AGA Service Company is the licensed producer and
administrator of these plans. Plans include insurance beneﬁts and assistance services. Contact AGA Service Company at 800-284-8300 or 9950 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233
or customerservice@allianzassistance.com.
400009620_072021

THE NATURE CURE
A search for healing – and leopards –
in Botswana’s wide-open spaces.

BY KIM BROWN SEELY
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOOK

Greeting a
new day: At
Mombo Camp
and (opposite)
impalas and
lala palms on
an Okavango
floodplain.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1

89

From left: A prized
perch at DumaTau, an
elephant grazing on water
lilies in the Linyanti's
Osprey Lagoon, afternoon
tea at Mombo Camp, and
a zebra sighting during a
Mombo game drive.

YOU EVER HAPPEN TO FIND YOURSELF ON SAFARI

in Botswana, in a landscape so beautiful it seems like
a dream, you’ll quickly learn that afternoons are for
relaxing. But if it’s been a long time – say a year or two
of lockdown – since you’ve set foot in a faraway place, let alone a tripof-a-lifetime destination, relaxing can be a challenge. You might, for
instance, find yourself transfixed by a tiny frog scaling your luxurious safari tent’s outdoor shower. Ah, nature! you’ll think, admiring
the frog’s translucent limbs while water slides down your back.
I didn’t have long to contemplate my new amphibian friend, however, because as I stepped from the shower to my balau wood deck
with its daybed and plunge pool perched over a lagoon, I heard a rustle. And there just below, like he was trying to hide without knocking
over the timber-slat shower, stood a huge bull elephant flapping his
enormous ears and devouring a small tree – leaves, branches, and all.
Jesus, I wondered, dripping wet, could anything be more awesome
than this?
Why, yes. Somehow each day on safari in Botswana unfolds a surprise. But just then, I was in the moment, the elephant’s wrinkled
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skin and expressive ears mapping a country unto itself, his white
tusks glinting in the sun. And I was humbled and awed after months
of planetwide disruption: two creatures, eye to eye, the elephant just
doing what elephants do, looming as large as a baobab.
Botswana is home to the largest population of elephants left on
earth, and one of the highest concentrations of these majestic creatures can be found in northern Botswana’s Linyanti Wildlife Reserve.
My husband and I had come to see elephants (and lions and leopards
and hopefully even wild dogs), as well as to finish a safari interrupted
by the pandemic in 2020. Fortuitously, our return coincided with the
reopening of Wilderness Safaris’ newly rebuilt DumaTau Camp, set
on the Linyanti between two ancient “elephant highways” at the end
of the Great Rift Valley. Since 1997, DumaTau has had a mission to
protect these migration routes so wildlife – especially endangered
elephants and wild dogs – can move freely.
“At DumaTau we’re extremely proud that we’re still focusing on
the sustainability of wildlife corridors,” says Kim Nixon, managing
director of Wilderness Safaris Botswana. “Now it’s more imperative
than ever to protect large, connected, natural tracts of wilderness.”

LINYANTI RESERVE

I’d been hearing about Botswana from travel insiders for years:
how the country, thanks to its stable government and progressive
social policies, is one of Africa’s biggest success stories. And how its
low-volume, low-impact approach to tourism sets it apart as more
conservation-minded than some of its neighbors. I’d also heard Botswana has some of the most exclusive camps in southern Africa,
camps with an incredible sense of remoteness (and a lack of fences),
meaning up-close encounters with wildlife. Even in peak season,
word was that you’d often be riding in the only safari vehicle in sight.
“When I’m designing a safari in southern Africa, Botswana is a
must,” says Mexico City-based Virtuoso travel agency executive
Fernanda Martín del Campo. “It’s the true wildlife experience, as
the areas along the Okavango Delta are so large and animals roam
freely. So exploring this region is wild, exclusive, and more private
than any other safari adventure in Africa. And in Botswana you can
experience both savanna and water.”
After two nights in the Linyanti, my husband and I planned to spend
three more in the nearby Okavango Delta. With two camps as our
bases – and lots of savanna and water – we set out on a six-day trip.

DumaTau, which means “roar of the lion,” stands out for its safarichic design, light footprint (it’s 100 percent solar powered), and gorgeous setting on the edge of the Linyanti’s Osprey Lagoon. Each of its
eight tented suites has airy, uninterrupted views of sweeping plains
where mega-herds of elephants enter and exit as if from a vast stage.
Light dances over the water, and the grass glows emerald green.
To get there, we’d boarded a Cessna Grand Caravan with eight
other passengers in Maun, Botswana, then flown over the floodplains of the Okavango, the world’s largest inland delta. As we made
stops at dirt airstrips, dropping off guests at camps along the way,
the landscape glimmered with ponds and streams, and the green
scrub turned greener.
DumaTau’s airstrip was awaiting repairs after the rainy season,
so we landed two hours away, a tiring turn of events after having
flown halfway around the world. But then we met Rogers Kesietswe,
our guide, who was waiting beside the airstrip with a rugged Toyota
Land Cruiser. The four of us remaining passengers climbed in; Rogers offered us cold beers, wine, even gin and tonics, and turned the
trek into an unexpected evening game drive. As we bounced along in
the open air, it soon became apparent that it was a privilege to spend
even two minutes with Rogers, let alone two hours.
“Duck!”
We all ducked in unison as rogue branches tried to scalp us from
both sides of the track.
“We have much work to do with the machetes,” Rogers said, glancing back.
In the year since the pandemic shut down the world, the bush has
begun reclaiming itself – a wondrous thing to see. The roads were
smothered with grasses. The scrub had filled in, covering some
of the dirt tracks so thoroughly that if you didn’t know where they
were, you’d never find them. Bouncing through the dusk as the air
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cooled, taking tentative sips of beer while trying not to knock my
teeth out, I realized happily that nature hadn’t missed us. Not one bit.
“Look, a hamerkop with a tadpole,” said Rogers, pointing. We
swerved around a long-legged brown bird high-stepping through
a puddle.
“A what?” I yelled over the roar of the engine, scribbling Hammer Cop in my notebook. Rogers explained that the hamerkop is a
medium-size wading bird, and that the shape of its head resembles a
hammer. Coolest of all, it constitutes a family and genus all its own.
“Now we’ve seen our first kill, hehe … a tadpole, hehe.” Rogers said.
There was a softness to the evening, and as the night grew darker,
the scents of the bush grew stronger.
“Ah, wild basil,” Rogers said, and we all breathed in the delicious
minty dusk.

WILDERNESS SAFARIS OPERATES CAMPS AND SAFARIS ACROSS SEVEN

DumaTau’s
lagoonside lap
pool and (opposite) a coffee
break and an
elephant parade
on a Mombo
game drive.

African countries, but began in Botswana 38 years ago when friends
and bush guides Colin Bell and Chris McIntyre fell in love with Africa’s remote, wild places. Their vision was to protect those places by
enabling people to visit them, and at the same time, earn a living for
themselves as well as families living in nearby communities.
Today, the outfit is known for its pioneering conservation initiatives: among them, reintroducing black and white rhinos to the Okavango in partnership with Botswana’s government after the species
was declared extinct in the wild in the country. Since tourism revenue directly supports each camp’s conservation projects and serves
as a deterrent to poachers, travelers contribute directly to these
efforts. This past year, when many among the staff had to be sent
home, sustainable tourism’s role in supporting local communities
and conservation efforts became painfully clear.
All of this made being among the first guests to experience the
just-reopened DumaTau a profound delight. Pulling up that evening with Rogers, we were welcomed into a terrific open-air canvasand-timber bar, living room, and library before being guided down
elevated wooden walkways to our tented suites. Ours had a private
plunge pool, a bed draped with terra-cotta-hued linens and white
netting, and a separate living room filled with thoughtful touches
such as a coffee station on the back wall alongside an artistic “curiosity box” containing photographs and sketches of the endangered
local elephant and wild dog populations. The canvas walls opened to
waterfront views.
Mornings quickly became my favorite time at camp. As the sun
rose over the dim lagoon, we’d join a handful of other guests for a
fireside breakfast – fresh fruit and yogurt, pleasantly smoky grilled
flatbreads, and rich, dark coffee – around the lovely boma, a sandfilled fire pit on a platform floating over the water. By 6:30 we were
in the Land Cruiser with Rogers at the wheel, plus blankets, binoculars, and more coffee, about to enter a place vibrating with birds
and animals.
There was so much to see, I couldn’t keep up: Cooing, chirping,
warbling… coo, coo, coo. Crocodiles! my scribbled notes read.
Elephants! Matriarchal society. Pachyderms!
Giraffes. Troop of baboons.
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Twenty-one hippos. Rogers claims related to whales? Whales’ closest
cousins? Wow. The sound of their breath. Phhh. Phhh. Phhh.
There’s nothing like coming from a noisy world to a quiet one, I
thought. A world where you’re reminded of the natural order of things.

MOREMI RESERVE
After two days at DumaTau, a short flight over the Okavango’s
wandering river and green islands delivered us to Mombo, set on
Chief’s Island, smack in the middle of the wildlife-rich Moremi
Game Reserve. Eight “tents” on raised platforms, outfitted with
canopied beds and copper tubs, overlooked the game-filled floodplain. When it opened as Wilderness Safaris’ first luxury camp in
the 1990s, Mombo set a new bar in the design of sustainable safari
camps. Since then it’s been reimagined four times and is still considered one of Africa’s most classic tented safari experiences.
Our animal encounters at Mombo were the highlight of the trip.
It didn’t hurt that we were riding with Sebonta “Zee” Thekiso, a
veteran guide of 21 years whose name means “the boss.”
“My father worked in mining and wanted me to have a powerful
name,” he explained the first morning as we drove through thick
vegetation: shrubs, tall grasses, palms, baobabs, giant vachellia
trees (formerly known as acacia). We spent time watching a pride
of 11 lions finish off an elephant carcass while dozens of vultures
perched overhead in the branches. By 8:45 am, Zee had found a female leopard at the base of a tree guarding a kill.
“Ah, the leopard. The loner. It is very good to be a loner,” Zee said
philosophically. I wanted to ask why, but never did because – wow! –
all of a sudden he spotted two baby leopard cubs hidden deep in
the scrub. They were so small. Maybe two and a half months, Zee
thought, with tiny ears and quizzical eyes. “Look! They still have
their curiosity,” he said, as excited as I was.
We held our breath while the mother leopard leaped up, dragged
what was left of an impala she’d stashed in a tree to a higher branch –
how exhausting! – then, tragically, dropped it to the ground. She
dragged it into the bush and went back to nursing one baby while
the other hid. She looked utterly content, albeit tired, licking her
tiny spotted cub all over, then dozing while it nursed.
Zee, my husband, and I sat quietly and watched the leopards
for an hour. There was only one other family at the lodge this early
in the reopening. Their vehicle came and went. But I could have
stayed with that mother leopard all day, it felt so healing after everything the world had been through. So we sat and watched nature confidently doing what it does. The leopard caring for her tiny
cubs; the elephants in the distance, so huge, with room to roam;
and all around us a hum, the sounds of herbivores grazing and
doves cooing and swirls of snow-white egrets lifting like clouds
into the sky.
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An Okavango resident and (opposite)
at Mombo, Tefho
Karyn Ralekgobo
with tags bearing
the names of rhinos
reintroduced into
the concession.
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SAFARI STARS

Where to stay and how to see Botswana.

GO The camps of Virtuoso on-site tour connection Wilderness Safaris
At Mombo Camp, from left:
Botswana beef fillet; a leopard,
spotted; veteran guide Zee
Thekiso; and craft gins.

Botswana are scattered in the Central Kalahari, Linyanti, and Okavango Delta regions, just a short bush-plane hop apart. Most guests stay
at two camps over a week or more. Located in vast tracts of wilderness,
all the camps are miles from other lodgings; even in peak season, you
never encounter another group. That’s the appeal of Botswana’s lowimpact, high-conservation tourism.
In northern Botswana, set within the private Linyanti Wildlife Reserve, recently reopened DumaTau Camp has eight inviting tented
suites with private decks, daybeds, and plunge pools overlooking the
Linyanti River. On Chief’s Island in the Okavango Delta, eight-suite
Mombo Camp commands a spectacular perch overlooking a floodplain teeming with wildlife and is considered one of Africa’s best gameviewing areas. Rates vary depending on safari length.
There’s no shortage of respected safari operators who offer a range of
group or private itineraries in Botswana. Among them: African Travel,
Inc.; Big Five Tours & Expeditions; Intrepid Group; Ker & Downey;
and Micato Safaris.
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STAY Recently opened Xigera Safari Lodge lights up the Okavango
Delta with art: 12 individually designed suites and a campwide collection of furniture and decor from 82 renowned African artists – the
largest collection of African design anywhere in the world. Guests can
spend a night under the stars in the sculptural Baobab Treehouse and
keep an eye out for Motalepula, the “lodge leopard.” While the lodge is
fully solar powered now, it aims to eventually generate enough power
for its game-drive vehicles as well. From $2,630 per person, including
all meals and beverages, laundry service, park fees, and activities. For
more on Xigera, see page 18.

Billowing Bedouin-style tents in rich ocher bring a breath of Morocco to
the Kalahari at Jack’s Camp. The campaign-style property was renovated
in 2020, with nine enormous tents with private decks and plunge pools.
The Persian-style tea tent opens to the surrounding Makgadikgadi Salt
Pans, where endangered brown hyenas and black-maned Kalahari lions
live. From November through March, Africa’s second-largest migration of
zebras and wildebeests passes through the area (which is also the world’s
best place to view habituated meerkats). From $1,450 per person, including all meals and beverages, laundry service, park fees, and activities.
Each of Belmond’s three Botswana camps offers a different angle on
the country. Savute Elephant Lodge has 12 tents with front-row seats
for the pachyderm action of Chobe National Park. Guided walking safaris at the 15-room Khwai River Lodge reveal the power of the “big five”
as well as the wonder of the smallest creatures. And 12-room Eagle
Island Lodge offers helicopter and horseback safaris. From $1,500 per
person, including all meals and beverages, laundry service, park fees,
emergency insurance, and two game-viewing activities per day.
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Western exposure:
Moss-covered lava
formations and
(left) the drive to
Dynjandi waterfall.
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Meadow buttercups and (left) all
alone at Dynjandi.

ICELAND’S SMOLDERING BEAUTY
appears, at times, indistinguishable from
magic. Fresh coats of molten lava flow from
the earth amid clouds of sulfurous smoke.
Glaciers melt into subterranean pools, then
return to the surface in scalding geysers.
Eruptions dot the landscape with jet-black,
volcanic-stone sculptures resembling fairytale creatures. Perhaps that’s why the country’s stories of elves, hidden folk, trolls, and
charms have endured for so long. Even in
recent decades, a majority of Icelanders
have professed a belief that elves, at the very
least, might be real.
“When in Iceland,” I decided. So along
with a map and hiking boots, I packed a
book of Icelandic folklore for a weeklong
June road trip to the Westfjords, a peninsula
at Iceland’s northwestern edge. At first, I’d
considered driving the two-lane Ring Road
that circumnavigates the country, but then
I spoke with Erling Aspelund, cofounder of
Virtuoso on-site tour connection Iceland
Encounter. “It’s a remote area in every sense
of the word,” he said, describing the Westfjords’ wind-whipped cliffs, beaches, and
waterfalls. In summer, near perpetual sunshine illuminates wild landscapes; by fall,

the northern lights flicker after dark. Only
about ten percent of travelers to Iceland
visit the Westfjords at all. Far from southern Iceland’s population centers, it seemed
like just the kind of place where old stories
might thrive.
Also intriguing: a newly established 590mile route called the Vestfjardaleidin – the
Westfjords Way. Tracing a path between
deep fjords and steep mountains, it winds
through the crevices of a region stretching
nearly to the edge of the Arctic Circle. Last
year a new tunnel, Dyrafjardargong, burrowed under a high pass there, making the
area’s natural charms easier to navigate.
The landscape promised to be spectacular,
even by Iceland’s already lofty standards.
“It’s these tall mountains rising up from
the water – the scenery is quite amazing,”
Tietse Stelma, CEO and cofounder of 50
Degrees North, a tour operator that specializes in Nordic countries, told me. Even some
main roads between settlements remain
unpaved, he warned, and driving is slow. But
taking the time to explore would bring me
to soaring bird cliffs and waterfalls with few
visitors in sight.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 2 1

101

TO REACH THE WESTFJORDS, I DROVE
due north from Reykjavík, following the
Ring Road, then steering onto smaller and
smaller tracks. My map folded on the seat
beside me, I traced a zigzag path up and
down fjords that tumbled straight to the
sea. Even main roads in Iceland look like
country lanes back home; in some parts of
the Westfjords, the pavement gives way to
narrow dirt tracks.
Circled on the map was Raudasandur
Beach, reputed to be one of the Westfjords’
most arresting sights. To reach it, I made
my slow way down a steep dirt lane in the
car, descending in switchbacks. The sand
below me, unusual in a country known for
jet-black beaches, morphed in the changing
light from bright gold to henna red. Shallow pools of seawater reflected the morning’s cornflower sky. But even if I returned
to the beach for a midnight stroll, a gentle
glow would pervade the landscape: At this
latitude, around the summer solstice, night
doesn’t fall for weeks.
Here and across the far north, that generous allotment of sunlight sparks frenzied
activity. At Raudasandur, great drifts of
wildflowers bloomed in seaside meadows,
and seabirds streaked past on their way to
nearby nests. But in Iceland, the power of
Midsummer Eve goes beyond the natural
world. According to local folklore – and
my clothbound book of stories – this day is
charged with enchantment too.
Elves might be spotted at crossroads, I
read, where they’ll try to tempt you with
gifts and delicious foods. Cows gain the
power of human speech. Midsummer is
celebrated on June 24, a few days after the
summer solstice, and it’s a time when the
natural and supernatural begin to mingle,
explained Terry Gunnell, professor of folkloristics at the University of Iceland.
“The gates open between two worlds,”
Gunnell told me, words that returned as
I trained binoculars far down the beach.
There, a cluster of fat gray seals sunned on
the sand. Gunnell said that, according to
Icelandic mythology, some seals may shed
their skins on the beach at midsummer,
briefly assuming human form. Old tales recount besotted farmers stealing seal women’s skins, in order to prevent their return to
the sea, and spiriting them home.
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Elves might be spotted at crossroads, where
they’ll try to tempt you with gifts.

Far reaches:
A puffin at rest
and (left) Raudasandur Beach.
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“There’s a lot of stories about trolls and
elves here too,” said my guide for the day
at Raudasandur, a young German woman
who’d settled down in a nearby fishing village. One was a kind of just-so story about
the island-strewn bay we were gazing at
from the beach. “Long ago, there were three
trolls who wanted to keep the Westfjords
for themselves,” she said. “They decided to
dig a channel and turn the peninsula into an
island.” The trolls worked at night, chiseling
away at bedrock. Each time they threw loose
stones into the sea, they created dozens of
new islands in this very bay, called Breidafjordur. But one night, the trolls kept digging
past dawn and turned into stone, their project unfinished. “That’s why the Westfjords
are still part of Iceland,” she said, smiling.
Part of Iceland, but a place apart. And for
the birds that nest at the towering Látrabjarg cliffs, another of the Westfjords’
scenic highlights, this region is a haven.
Stepping out of the car, I heard the cliffs
before I saw them. Wind whistled up over
the edge, bringing with it the sounds of seabirds. Atlantic puffins poked their brightorange beaks above the cliff band, primping
for visitors’ cameras. The eight-mile band
is one of the largest bird nesting areas in
all of Europe, and puffin nests burrowed
deep into the earth beneath my feet. By July,
they’d be filled with fluffy, black-and-white
chicks, adorably called pufflings.
On the day I visited, pairs of puffins were
enjoying their pre-baby downtime. Glossyfeathered couples rubbed beaks and took

Iceland Road Rules
 Don’t rush. Narrow, winding routes
with plenty of photo ops mean driving can be slow.
 Stay on track. Choose a rental
with GPS navigation. For most trips,
two-wheel drive will do.
 Timing is everything. November
through March brings snowy conditions best left to experts.
– Tietse Stelma, CEO and cofounder,
50 Degrees North tour company
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The Bjargtangar
lighthouse at
Látrabjarg cliffs
and (right) Icelandic summer style.

turns gliding to the water to fish. It had
started spitting light rain. During my week
in the Westfjords, clouds often clotted the
sky; when they cracked open, rain streamed
from the high cliffs that flank narrow,
always-winding roads.
THE NEXT DAY, I SHELTERED FROM THE
weather at the Icelandic Sea Monster Museum in Bíldudalur, which gathers tales of
creatures spotted in the surrounding fjords.
In grainy videos, craggy Icelandic fishermen wearing hand-knit sweaters recounted
long-ago sightings of monsters from the
deep, such as the dragonlike merhorse.

Wild and brooding, the Westfjords themselves make it easy to credit such stories.
Outside, a summer storm had turned the
nearby fjord opaque. That afternoon I headed to the Dynjandi waterfall, a stepladder
of cascades hemmed in by lush greenery. It
was still raining when I got there, and water from the surrounding peaks swelled the
falls into a torrent.
Southern Iceland’s waterfalls can draw
blockbuster crowds, but that day, just a few
other hikers were trekking to Dynjandi’s
base. Glowing pale yellow by the side of the
trail, arctic poppies swayed with each gust
of wind. Pert and pretty mountain avens,

spectacles barely peeked above the restaurant’s high counter. Heydalur was my final
stop before leaving the Westfjords peninsula. A calendar on the wall behind her read
June 23: Midsummer Eve.
“One wish if you roll in the dew at midnight,” she repeated. “But you can’t tell
anyone what you wish. And you have to be
naked.” Walking outside the restaurant, I
saw the sun had dipped below the lip of the
valley. A shadow swelled up the facing wall.
Shaggy Icelandic horses grazed nearby, and
patches of snow lingered high on the slope.

For the last week, I’d watched for elves at
every crossroad, monsters in the fjords, and
seal people each time I passed a beach. On
the other side of the valley’s shallow river,
a quiet meadow lay at the foot of a gentle
slope. After days of gusty rain, the landscape
had turned suddenly quiet, as if by magic. I
glanced once more at the clock, and at the
sky that was still bright above me. I set out
walking through the flowers, headed for the
opposite side of the valley. No one seemed
to be around, and just a few hours remained
until midnight.

Ways to the Westfjords
How to explore Iceland by land or sea.

STAY Soak up Iceland’s
chic design with a pre- or
post-trip jaunt to the
world’s northernmost
capital city, where The
Reykjavik Edition opens
in late 2021 by the Old
Harbor. With 253 rooms
and suites, the hotel is
steps away from the
glimmering Harpa concert hall; clear days bring
water views stretching
to Snæfellsjokull glacier.
Doubles from $400,
including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit.
Iceland’s national flower, foamed up out of
the soaking moss.
Even Icelandic plants take on special
powers at midsummer. According to old
stories, you could dream of a future spouse
by picking seven wildflowers and slipping
them under your pillow. Herbs gathered
then would have extra potency, I read, when
hung to dry for the coming winter. And as
the proprietress of a farm restaurant in
Heydalur, an idyllic property surrounded
by meadows and pasture, told me, “If you
roll in the dew on Midsummer Eve, you get
one wish.” She was slight – elfin, even – and
her white-crowned head and half-moon

GO Experience Westfjords wonders (and let
a guide take the wheel)
on a privately escorted,
eight-day driving tour. Virtuoso advisors can work
with on-site tour connection Iceland Encounter
to plan an itinerary with
stops to spot puffins,
catch the spray from
Dynjandi waterfall, and
paddle a kayak through
remote fjords. Departures: Multiple dates,

June through September; customizable tours
from $1,000 per person
per day.
For a solo exploration, try
50 Degrees North’s 11day self-drive tour of the
Westfjords region. Travelers begin in Reykjavík,
then drive the popular
Golden Circle for visits
to Gullfoss waterfall and
Thingvellir National Park,
before heading west to
take in the bird extravaganza at Látrabjarg cliffs,
Dynjandi waterfall, and
the Westfjords town of
Isafjordur. Side trips to
geothermal springs and
other natural attractions
round out the itinerary.
Departures: Any day,
May through September;
customizable tour from
$4,482.

CRUISE Trace the Westfjords’ jigsaw coast
before sailing across
the Arctic Circle to
Greenland aboard the

128-passenger Ocean
Adventurer on Quark
Expeditions’ 14-day
round-trip cruise from
Reykjavík. Departures:
September 8 and 20,
2022; from $9,445.
Hiking excursions and
Zodiac tours showcase
Iceland’s natural beauty –
including Westfjords
highlights – on Lindblad
Expeditions’ 11-day Iceland circumnavigation
from Reykjavík on the
148-passenger National
Geographic Explorer or
the 126-passenger Resolution. Departures: June
20, July 12, and July 21,
2022; from $11,460.
Aurora Expeditions lingers in the Westfjords for
two days of wildlife-spotting and adventures on
an 11-day cruise around
Iceland from Reykjavík
aboard the 132-passenger Greg Mortimer.
Departure: August 1,
2022; from $9,495.
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Need to Know

HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER

Hanauma Bay, now with
two-thirds fewer snorkelers.

THE TRAVEL TIPS,
INSIGHT, AND ESSENTIALS
YOU NEED NOW.

CRUISE CONTROL Italy has

WE’RE
OBSESSED WITH
Hard-side luggage legend
Rimowa’s new Essential Neon
Cabin collection lends a pop of
color to baggage carousels and
overhead bins. The transparent
polycarbonate carry-ons come
in pink or lime green and have a
zippered interior compartment to
keep contents tucked out of view.
$820, rimowa.com.
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declared the Venetian Lagoon
a national monument and
banned large cruise ships
from entering its waters. The
policy, which went into effect
August 1, was reportedly fasttracked to avoid the possibility
of Venice landing on UNESCO’s
World Heritage in Danger
list. It’s a move numerous
destinations are considering to
combat overtourism as travel
ramps up: Last November, Key
West voted to ban vessels with
more than 1,300 passengers
from its port. Florida governor
Ron DeSantis recently overturned the law with a bill that
prohibits local authorities from
regulating maritime trafﬁc in
the state; cruises may now call

at the Conch Republic as early
as September.
PASSPORT DELAYS Planning
a trip next year? Check your
passport to ensure it will be
valid – and, if necessary, start
the renewal process now. The
State Department advises that
routine renewals are running
18 weeks out (plan on 12
weeks for expedited service by
mail). Citizens traveling internationally within 72 hours still
have the option for in-person
processing, but appointments
are very limited.
CLEAR VISION Marine life is

getting a breather at Oahu’s
Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve. During a nine-month

pandemic closure, researchers at the popular snorkeling
spot on Honolulu’s Koko Head
noticed a marked improvement in water quality – and
saw ﬁsh and turtles swimming
closer to shore. Upon reopening, the parks department
implemented new policies
designed to protect the area,
keeping the park closed on
Mondays and Tuesdays, capping visitors at 1,000 per day
(pre-pandemic, it averaged
around 3,000 per day), and
doubling fees to $25 per
person (Hawaiian residents
and active U.S. military visit
for free). Online reservations
open two days in advance at
7 AM local time and often sell
out within ﬁve minutes.

(HAWAII) YIDO KUM/GETTY IMAGES

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

Welcome
COCKTAIL CONNOISSEURS
Come raise a glass and discover what’s new in Florida’s
shimmering playground, from world-renowned hotels to
cosmopolitan dining and nightlife. Plan your adventure at
VisitLauderdale.com/Welcome.

Need to Know

ASK THE EXPERT

BACKGROUND
RESEARCH

IN THE BAG

IF YOU’RE GOING ...

H. Savinar Luggage Co. has helped Southern Californians
pack better for more than 100 years. Mark Stern,
owner of the Canoga Park location, gives tips on what makes a
great suitcase – and what he takes on every flight.

What should we look for
in a suitcase? The main
thing is a manufacturer
that’s been around a long
time and not one of these
new companies promoted
on the internet. My go-tos
are Briggs & Riley and
Bric’s, which are both
family run and have great
customer service.
Are you a hard-shell or
soft-side guy? A lot of
people love the hard side.
You pack half and half.
But the disadvantage is it
takes up more space when
open. Soft suitcases fit on
luggage racks when open –
plus they have exterior
pockets for convenient
access to documents and
travel necessities.
If we’re buying one bag,
make it … Depends on
your trip. For cruises, I’d
say, take two big suitcases. But if you’re driving
around Europe or traveling by rail, go smaller.
Our most popular bag is
Briggs & Riley’s Domestic
Carry-On Expandable
Spinner. It has the most
deluxe expansion system
on the market, and the
telescoping handle is on
the outside, which
means the interior is
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completely flat for moreefficient packing.
Top luggage tips: Worry
less about looks and
more about function, and,
if you’re up for it, avoid
black bags: It decreases
the chance of someone
accidentally walking off
with yours. If you’re set
on black, add a ribbon or
custom luggage tag that
stands out.
Favorite in-flight
accessory: An Airplane
Pocket. It covers the tray
table to give you a clean
surface to work or eat on.
And it has pockets to store
your iPad, water bottle,
magazines, and whatnot
when the tray table is in
the upright position.
Packing essential:
A nice toiletry kit that
you can hang over a
towel bar, the robe
hook, or in the closet.
Even if you’re staying in
a large suite, you don’t
want the bathroom
counters cluttered.
Tell us about Bags of
Hope. I started Bags of
Hope about eight years
ago with an acquaintance who works with

foster kids in L.A., as a
way to help customers
give old bags a new life.
Typically, when foster kids
move between homes,
they transfer their clothes
and possessions in garbage bags. I asked customers to donate gently
used bags, which we clean
and make sure are in good
working order, then pass
on to the kids. It gives
them a sense of ownership and dignity. We’re at
around 1,400 bags so far.
If anyone wants to donate
a bag – customer or not –
I’ll find it a good home.
Virtuoso Life readers can
mention this interview in
person or on the phone to
receive exclusive discounts on Airplane Pockets (below) at Savinar’s
Canoga Park store.

TO PARIS
(“Style Central,” page 36) Pick
up Timeless Paris, French artist
Marin Montagut’s deep – and
gorgeous – dive into the City of
Light’s specialty shops, from
the pastel-purveying Maison
du Pastel to Passementerie
Verrier, maker of decorative
curtain tassels.

TO ICELAND
(“A Midsummer Night’s Drive,”
page 98) Watch Eurovision Song
Contest: The Story of Fire Saga,
the ridiculous but adorable
Will Ferrell and Rachel McAdams comedy that garnered an
Oscar nomination for the song
“Husavik,” named for the tiny
North Coast town that’s home to
the film’s main characters.

ANYWHERE OUTSIDE
(“On a Lark,” page 110) Read On
Flowers, a beautiful ode to flowers and the many places they
grow, by writer and floral
stylist (and Virtuoso Life
contributor) Amy Merrick.

An experience unlike any other.
2022 Event Voyages.

7 nights w New York to London
May 15, 2022 w M213

7 nights w New York to London
Aug 28, 2022 w M226

7 nights w New York to London
Oct 25, 2022 w M234

Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits include:
Specialty Dining Dinner in Steakhouse at The Verandah (Balcony and above)*
Private Car Transfer to and from ship in New York and London (Grill Suites)*

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions.
We are currently assessing enhanced health and safety protocols in light of COVID-19 and looking at how these may affect each voyage. Our actual cruise offerings and itineraries may vary from the descriptions
provided and images displayed throughout. © 2021 Cunard. Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. The Cunard logo and logotype are registered trademarks of Carnival plc, an English Company trading as Cunard Line.
Queen Elizabeth is a trademark owned by Cunard. All rights reserved in the United States and other countries.

First Person

ON A LARK
A DETOUR INTO THE DEPTHS
OF ROMANIA.

BY AMY MERRICK
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SARA SINGH

R

OMANIA WAS CALLING: GENTLY WHISPERING OF
needle-topped castles rising from the mist, jauntily carved
wooden churches with folk-painted murals, wildflower
meadows dotted with shaggy haystacks, piles of antique
embroidered textiles and blouses drawn from a gypsy fable. I steeled
my nerve and lugged my battered bag to the train station.
I hadn’t planned to go at all, and I had no itinerary to speak of, curled
up in a navy-blue velvet sleeping car on the overnight train from Budapest, with only one night booked in a spartan yet serviceable hotel in
the heart of Transylvania. It was a time of limitless possibility, unburdened and untethered, when a simple sentence could swerve a trip off
its tracks, to a new city or country or continent entirely.
The previous weeks had been spent louching around Hungary with
my sister, soaking our way through tiled bathhouses along the Danube
and sampling Sacher tortes in Viennese cake parlors. She’d invited
me to join her there on a whim, as I’d been nearby in France for a brief
spell of work that would keep me going, humbly, for at least another
trip or two. I traveled then, and now, for the lure of the traditional, the
obscure, the charm of architecture and craft, and for a spark of natural
beauty. Romania had these in spades, as romantic and remote a place
as I could imagine, still cloaked with a certain European ease.
Blearily arriving in Bras‚ov after a 13-hour night train, I blinked at my
bravery. A sober, Saxon, red-roofed Transylvanian city blinked back,
spiked with Orthodox cathedrals that hurled their spires into the
overcast sky, the Carpathian Mountains rising precipitously upward
on all sides of the valley. Tucked away in the distant, cloudy peaks
was Bran Castle, Bram Stoker’s inspiration for the ominously beautiful home of Count Dracula, perched on a stone-faced cliff.
“We have no cars with the navigational system,” the man behind
the counter proffered apologetically. “But don’t worry. Romania has
not so many roads.” With this benediction, my card was swiped and
my fate was sealed: a solo road trip returning to the capital city of
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at Southern California’s hidden gem.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR RESERVATIONS.
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First Person
Bucharest in two weeks’ time. If the cracks
and crevices of the Romanian countryside
were to be explored, public transport would
never do.
I motored north through Transylvania,
plotting my route as I went, stopping at gas
stations for Wi-Fi and questionable mayonnaise triangle sandwiches, which, while
unappealing in themselves, gave me a sense
of comfort. Along the two-lane highway,
tractors, trucks, and horse carts jockeyed
for position. Fields of sparkling wildflowers
rushed past, interrupted by small villages
tenderly planted with hollyhocks and roses,
dusty cottages occasionally punctuated by
long-vacant Soviet-style concrete apartment blocks. Romania was not a soft-focus
idyllic fantasy, but instead a patchwork of
modern life, manual agriculture, folklore,
history, community, and the ravages of a
postcommunist decline.

THE WELL-PRESERVED CITY OF SIGHIs‚oara shone, splashed in chalky colors of
canary, cherry, pistachio. The UNESCO
walled center was unfathomably cheerful, knotted with medieval alleys that led to
cafés, hotels, and antique shops stuffed with
the kinds of Romanian delights I longed to
find: ceramics encircled with large handpainted flowers, crisp hemp linens. A kind
shop owner suggested a gorgeously rustic
private farmhouse in Mes‚endorf for the next
several nights, instead of the cheap but
clean motels where I’d been bunking. She
also passed me a Post-it with the address
of someone she knew who might have more
antique textiles, which were rapidly capturing my heart and suitcase.
Maramures‚, nestled along the border of
Ukraine, capped the northern pinnacle of
the trip. Studded with enchanting wooden
churches whose vertical, thrusting bell
towers felt as if plucked from the pages of a
dark fairy tale, it’s the last remaining place
in Europe with seemingly more horse-drawn
carts on the road than cars, where residents
wear the same style of clothing they have
for several hundred years – dirndl skirts
and kerchiefs knotted under chins. The only
signs of the twenty-first century were the
spiked heels and shortened hemlines of the
fashionable youth. As I inched my way toward the village of Breb, I happened upon a
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“WE HAVE NO CARS WITH
THE NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEM,”
THE MAN BEHIND THE COUNTER
PROFFERED APOLOGETICALLY.
“BUT DON’T WORRY. ROMANIA
HAS NOT SO MANY ROADS.”

folk-dance competition with crowds as large
and raucous as any football game’s.
Romania’s spell wasn’t simply the physical
beauty of distant orchards heavy with glaucous plums, the meadows of freshly shorn
hay stacked into hand-sculpted mounds
instead of mechanized rolls, or flocks of
enormous white cranes beating in the treetops and barn eaves, but also the raw and
tenuous beauty of communities still clinging
to a way of life that is fast disappearing.
In Sic, on my way back down south, I
gulped and knocked on the door of the
textile dealer whose address was scribbled
on the Post-it. Zsuzsanna welcomed me
into her home and insisted on installing me
in her milky-blue plaster cottage, despite
my half-hearted protestations. The next
morning she walked me through her peerless collections of antique textiles, some
rustic, some refined – embroidered, striped,
knobbly runners, tea towels, tablecloths,
napkins, pillowcases – their ilk sitting
starched, unused, and forgotten in painted
dowry chests across Romania. The younger
generations didn’t want these handmade
things, woven by mothers and grandmothers for brides who had long since moved on,

hurtling toward the modern age and away
from Romanian customs.
My suitcase heaved with treasures, a
growing dowry of my own that I would save,
carefully ironed and folded, for a future
home in a city and country, which at the time
was utterly unknown to me and still several
adventures yet down the road. A treasure chest to be unpacked one day, when
spontaneous solo road trips to far-flung
countries would feel like a distant dream,
when the ache for comfort would wear away
the sharper pangs of wanderlust. Lovely,
domestic souvenirs to not only remind me
of a Romania rapidly vanishing into the present, but that also recall a past self and the
fearless spirit of adventure.

Gallery

FINE FEATHERS
PAPER ART THAT CELEBRATES THE NATURAL WORLD.

Salmon-Crested Cockatoo
Paper sculpture

Bristol, UK-based Colombian artist Diana Beltrán Herrera transforms ordinary paper into strikingly realistic sculptures
drawn from the natural world. Rendered with delicate textures, her subjects include flowers, butterflies, frogs, and birds,
including this cockatoo, part of her Southeast Asian birds series. Prints of her sculptures are available
at dianabeltranherrera.com. @dianabeltranherrera
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THE WORLD
AWAITS
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY.

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customized just for you. And the peace of mind
that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before.
Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.

Your trusted travel resource.
Virtuoso travel advisors customize each trip with extras and perks,
and act as your advocates every step of the way.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

