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The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Ever considered using a travel advisor?
If you’ve been planning vacations on your own, there’s another option. 

Virtuoso travel advisors combine knowledge, personal experience, and 

industry connections to design highly customized trips, handling all the 

details to save you time and stress. 

Looking for more value? Virtuoso travel advisors provide their clients 

with VIP perks, upgrades, and amenities, often at the same cost or  

even less than doing it on your own. Whether you already know where 

you want to go, or are looking for inspiration, they’d be delighted to  

work with you.

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for everything from simple weekend 

getaways to the most complex itineraries. 

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor,  
you can meet your match at www.virtuoso.com.

Enjoy this issue of VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso® Network of  
300+ Worldwide Travel Agencies
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family escapes for two budgets.
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Virtuoso® is the industry’s leading luxury travel network. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 350 travel agencies with nearly 9,000 advisors in 25 countries in North and South America, the Caribbean, Europe, Australia, and New Zealand, as well as 1,700 

of  the world’s best travel providers and premier destinations. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless 

stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of  the publisher. CST# 

2069091; TA# 808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI # 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of  travel does not constitute approval by the State of  California. Copyright ©  2015 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, VIRTUOSO, 

the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of  Travel, Voyager Club, Virtuoso Traveler, ORCHESTRATE DREAMS, and RETURN on LIFE are registered trademarks of  Virtuoso, Ltd. BEST OF THE BEST, EXPECT THE WORLD, VIRTUOSO, TRAVEL DIFFERENTLY, and THE 

TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO INSPIRED PURSUITS are trademarks of  Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside of  the U.S., these marks are the property of  Virtuoso, Ltd., and are registered with the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office, as well as numerous national trademark registries around the world. All rights reserved.

ABOUT VIRTUOSO TRAVELER 

Published six times per year, this magazine 

introduces you to the benefits of  working 

with a Virtuoso travel advisor: custom travel 

experiences with exclusive perks and VIP 

access – created just for you.

From top: Star-struck at the Jean-

Michel Cousteau Resort Fiji, the 

GoVinci Trolley, and commencing a 

sunset torch-lighting ceremony at 

The Fairmont Orchid.

4

Turn traveling with your 
kids into child’s play.



ENTER BY MARCH 31, 2015 AT 

WWW.VIRTUOSO.COM/TRAVELDREAMS

1ST PRIZE ........................ $10,000

2ND PRIZE ......................... $5,000

3RD PRIZES (4) ................. $2,500

SHARE THE REASONS YOU TRAVEL IN THE 

2015 VIRTUOSO TRAVEL DREAMS CONTEST

Whether you write about getting away, reconnecting, or for the 

sheer joy of experiencing new places and people, Virtuoso will 

award $25,000 to six lucky winners with the most inspiring 

“why I travel” story. Plus, you can upload a photo.

The entry form also includes a few questions that 

create your travel bucket list to save and share.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. THIS IS A SKILL-BASED CONTEST AND CHANCE PLAYS NO PART IN THE SELECTION OF WINNERS. Open to all individuals age 21 or older at time of entry (excluding residents of Quebec, individuals on any blocked persons list 
maintained by the U.S., residents of any embargoed/sanctioned country — including Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria, and residents of any country where this Contest is prohibited or otherwise restricted by law). Persons associated with Sponsor and its aff liated 
entities are also excluded. Entry limit one per person. Prize limit one per person, family, and household. Contest begins February 1, 2015 at 12:00 a.m. U.S. CT and ends March 31, 2015 11:59 p.m. U.S. CT. ARV of all prizes: $25,000 USD. Sponsor and Administrator: Virtuoso, 
Ltd. 505 Main St., Suite 500, Ft. Worth, TX 76102. To enter, visit http://www.virtuoso.com/traveldreams and follow the instructions. Off cial Rules available at http://www.virtuoso.com/traveldreams. Conditions and restrictions apply. Void where prohibited.

T E L L  U S  Y O U R  T R A V E L  D R E A M S  A N D  W I N

Y O U R  S H A R E  O F  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  I N  C A S H  P R I Z E S .

WWW.VIRTUOSO.COM/TRAVELDREAMS
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IPV
The perks and privileges of  using a Virtuoso travel advisor + Our picks for where to go and what to pack

EXCLUSIVE HOTEL STAYS 4  |PRIVATE SHORE EXCURSIONS 6  |TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS 10  |GOODS & GADGETS 14

Royal 
Babymoon

VIP IS REPORTED BY
SUSAN HANSON, VIIA BEAUMANIS, 

AND ANITA CARMIN

Oh, baby! London’s Milestone 

Hotel is spoiling parents-to-be.

As William and Kate prepare to welcome 

their second child, The Milestone Hotel 

in London is giving soon-to-be parents 

the royal treatment. Couples staying 

two nights in a Deluxe Room are treated 

to round-trip transfers from Heathrow 

Airport, a private tour of Kensington 

Palace (which the 62-room hotel over-

looks), royal afternoon tea, and a $150 

shopping voucher for designer baby goods 

at The Little White Company. A 90-minute 

spa treatment helps expectant mothers 

relax – ideal before a complimentary table 

d’hôte dinner at Cheneston’s Restaurant 

and a concert at Royal Albert Hall (tickets 

based on availability). Available through 

April 30, 2015. Doubles from $2,745 per 

package; Virtuoso guests also receive a room 

upgrade, if available, and breakfast daily.
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VIP Check-In

Sailing rafts in the South Pacific, noshing around Nassau, 
and staying fit in Palm Beach.

EXCLUSIVE HOTEL STAYS 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY FIJI
Son of the world’s most famous undersea voyager, French explorer 
Jean-Michel Cousteau learned early on about the fantastical and fragile 
nature of our marine environments. Today, a new generation of eco-
adventurers can discover the ocean’s wonders, thanks to the Jean-
Michel Cousteau Resort Fiji. Through its complimentary children’s 
program, a marine biologist leads younger kids on glass-bottomed boat 
rides and other outings, while teens can go paddleboarding or bamboo 
sailing on a raft they help make. Set on 17 acres of a former coconut 
plantation, the 25-bure (Fijian bungalow) resort also offers a family pool 
and cultural programs to complement its many recreational pursuits. 
Doubles from $790; Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available; 
breakfast daily; and a $100 resort credit.

PALM BEACH BUFF
Filled with the most advanced equipment and featuring Spin classes on an oceanfront terrace, 

the newly unveiled, 6,000-square-foot fitness center at the 540-room Breakers Palm Beach lets 

guests stay beach-body ready – or send their drives farther on the resort’s two recently redesigned 

golf  courses. Doubles from $419; Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; 

and a $100 resort credit.

Beyond its 1,000 acres 

of prime beachfront, the 

Baha Mar resort maintains 

a private island just above 

Nassau. A 15-minute boat 

ride and you’re on your own 

piece of paradise – perfect 

for a wedding ceremony or 

anniversary picnic.

Paddleboarding a traditional 

bamboo raft and (above) getting 

that personal touch at the Jean-

Michel Cousteau Resort Fiji.

CULINARY CARIBBEAN 
The spring grand opening of  

Baha Mar, the Bahamas’ newest 

gaming resort and complex of  

hotels, promises to satisfy both 

beach lovers and bon vivants. The 

recently announced list of  its more 

than 40 signature restaurants 

includes Commonwealth, a farm-

to-table eatery at the 190-room 

Rosewood at Baha Mar. The hotel 

also boasts a private beach with 

plush cabanas and dedicated 

butler service, plus a Sense 

spa with treatments featuring 

indigenous Bahamian ingredients. 

Doubles from $695; Virtuoso guests 

receive a room upgrade, if available; 

breakfast daily; and a $100 spa credit.

NASSAU

Cable
Beach

Lynden Pindling
Intl. Airport

Love Beach

Paradise Island

New Providence

Rosewood 
at Baha Mar
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TM 

Our expeditions in places like Galápagos, Alaska, Baja California, 

Costa Rica and more create the perfect context for families. 

Share experiences daily as you share the pleasures of life aboard 

our well-equipped expedition ships. Discover how time spent in 

pure wildness can add meaning and magic to your memories.

ASK YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR DETAILS.

EXPEDITION TOGETHER

Share the magic of the planetÕs wild places
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VIP Bon Voyage

HOT SPOTS 
Iceland’s history began at Thingvellir, where Viking chieftains 
established laws and gathered for ancient games and celebrations. Now 

a national park and UNESCO World Heritage site, Thingvellir  
(which translates to “Parliament Plains”) is the fi rst stop 
on a daylong Reykjavík exploration for Virtuoso guests 
sailing with Seabourn Cruise Line. The excursion 
continues at a family farm that uses geothermal energy to 
heat its tomato greenhouse; after lunch, head to the stables 

to learn about the Icelandic horse, a small, sturdy breed 
famed for its fi ve gaits. Other stops include Strokkur geyser 

(it erupts every ten minutes) and the two-tiered Gullfoss waterfall. Cruise 
24 days between Copenhagen and Montréal aboard the 450-passenger 
Seabourn Quest. Departure: August 8, 2015; from $16,299. Celsus Library, built in 117 AD.

PRIVATE SHORE EXCURSIONS + CRUISE NEWS Voyager Club events in Iceland and Turkey, sweet treats for 
chocolate lovers and solo travelers, and an insider’s look at 
Seven Seas Mariner.

ROAD TO EPHESUS
Cleopatra and Mark Antony rode in 

procession along Ephesus’ Marble 

Road, which runs between the Great 

Theatre and renowned

Celsus Library. Virtuoso 

travelers can visit 

the ancient city from 

Kusadasi via their own 

chariot – in the form 

of  a private car and 

knowledgeable driver – when 

they join Silversea Cruises for a nine-

day voyage. Have your Virtuoso travel 

advisor book the experience at least 46 

days before the 540-passenger Silver 

Spirit sails from Venice to Istanbul. 

Departure: June 10, 2015; from $4,850.

It’s Virtuoso’s free cruise-enhancement 

program, with benefits that include:

WHAT IS VOYAGER CLUB?

» Your choice of  an exclusive cultural shore excursion, a private 

    car and driver on select sailings, or a shipboard credit

» The company of  a

   dedicated onboard host

» A welcome-aboard

   cocktail receptionCELEBRATING

YEARS

25

Clockwise from top left: 

Thingvellir, Strokkur geyser, 

Gullfoss waterfall, and 

an Icelandic horse. 
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Dining, food or beverage credits are not combinable, not valid on room rate and there is no cash value if not redeemed in full. Rates, schedules, 

Virtuoso exclusives, events and amenities are subject to availability and blackout dates and may change without notice. Restrictions may apply. See 

your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Virtuoso is not responsible for any errors in pricing. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, 

the Globe Swirl Logo and SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, 

Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, ©2000. All rights reserved. California CST# 2069091; 

TA# 808 – Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI # 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of travel does not 

constitute approval by the State of California.

Discover the natural beauty and vibrant culture of Puerto Rico.  

You’ll enjoy world-class accommodations and bespoke service 

at these luxurious Virtuoso resorts. Contact your Virtuoso travel 

advisor for the best available rates and exclusive amenities. 

Whimsical and Wonderful

W Retreat & Spa – Vieques Island
Receive your 4th Night Free
Available through December 16, 2015

This secluded sanctuary fuses Caribbean aesthetics with a 

touch of urbanity.

Virtuoso Exclusive Experience Includes:

• Upgrade upon arrival, subject to availability
• Full breakfast for two daily
• $100 dining credit to be enjoyed during stay 
• Early check-in/late checkout, subject to availability

Book by March 6, 2015

A Caribbean Gem

The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort
 Receive your 4th Night Free
Available through August 31, 2015

Set on 483 remarkable natural acres, it’s the only resort 

recipient of the distinguished AAA Five Diamond rating in 

Puerto Rico.

Virtuoso Exclusive Experience Includes:

• Upgrade upon arrival, subject to availability
• Full breakfast for two daily
• $100 dining credit to be enjoyed during stay 
• Early check-in/late checkout, subject to availability

Book by August 24, 2015
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VIP Bon Voyage

CHOCOLATE 
BUZZ

Princess Cruises’ guests are 

getting sweet on the line’s 

new sensory experience, 

created in partnership with 

lauded chocolatier Norman 

Love. His creations are served 

at dessert and with wine 

pairings; a special cocktail 

menu includes chocolate chili 

margaritas and a chocolate- 

and bacon-infused bourbon 

concoction. The industry-

first program, available 

on board all 18 Princess 

ships, also offers cooking 

demonstrations and chocolate 

spa treatments.

ROOM FOR ALL
The new 2,650-passenger 

Koningsdam from Holland 

America Line will be ready 

for every type of  passenger 

when it debuts in February 

2016. The much-anticipated 

new build will feature 32 

family ocean-view cabins 

with two baths, along with 

12 single ocean-view 

staterooms to accommodate 

a rising tide of  solo trav-

elers. Reservations have 

already opened for her 

inaugural season in 

the Mediterranean.

SHIP SHAPE

Novato, California-based travel advisor Kelli Surdell sizes up 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ Seven Seas Mariner.

RECENT REFURB

“The ship is so fresh 

and elegant looking. 

The Mariner Lounge 

has been reconfigured 

with a more spacious, 

open floor plan and 

luxurious, super-

comfortable chairs. 

And the Stars Lounge 

has a gorgeous new 

stone-topped bar.” 

SWEETEST SUITES

“Book a Horizon Suite 

and you’ll feel like 

you’re on your own 

private yacht. I also 

love the Penthouse 

Suite with its expansive 

living room – perfect 

for entertaining guests 

before dinner. Both 

suites have very large 

private balconies.”

DECADENT DINING

“Prime 7 is amazing. 

My favorite meal: the 

harvest salad, followed 

by the restaurant’s 

signature surf-and-turf  

dish. Be sure to save 

room for the 14-layer 

Valrhona chocolate cake 

– to share, of course, 

with your tablemates.”

TREAT YOURSELF TO 

“A Tension-Zone 

massage for neck and 

shoulders in the Canyon 

Ranch SpaClub. It’s a 

great way to work 

out the kinks after 

a long flight.” 

DREAM CRUISE 

“The 72-night 

circumnavigation 

of South America 

sailing round-trip from 

Miami on January 13, 

2016. It’s a fabulous 

itinerary!” 

Chocolate Bacon Bourbon Bliss

GUESTS
700

STAFF-TO-GUEST RATIO
1 to 1.6

CLAIM TO FAME
World’s first all-suite, 

all-balcony ship

TIP
Book spa 

treatments 
60 days prior 

to sailing.

From top: Seven Seas Mariner’s 

Penthouse Suite and Stars Lounge. 
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Book Now, Save Later!

Offer is valid on new bookings only and is not combinable with other offers. Sample price is land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual prices may vary based on travel dates and availability. 
For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fuctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations 
control. Offer is subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees and other  
restrictions may apply. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.           656-1214

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii is a 32-acre oceanfront luxury AAA Four Diamond resort located on the 

Kohala Coast of the Island of Hawaii featuring a white sand lagoon, Hawaiian Spa Without Walls, golf, 

tennis, six restaurants, extensive meeting and event facilities, and year-round children’s program. 

®

2014 VIRTUOSO
®

Best FIT/Custom
Tour Operator

WINNER

HAWAII
BIG ISLAND

The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii

•	$250 Air credit

•	Ocean Front 

5 nights from $1,129 per person
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VIP On Tour 

Making rounds in Scotland, South African monkey 

business, and seeing the light in Canada. 

TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS 

SCOTLAND YARDS
Countless generations have played St Andrews, Europe’s largest golf 
complex and the sport’s birthplace. The Old Course Hotel, Golf Resort & 
Spa oversees its most famous links, and Adventures in Golf has arranged 
four nights at the 144-room property with a round of golf on both the Old 
and New Courses, as well as a private whisky tasting. This personalized 
package also features a round at Kingsbarns and two nights at Gleneagles, 
a 232-room hotel offering three championship courses, along with such 
nongolfng diversions as falconry, horseback riding, and off-roading. The 
seven-day tour includes private transfers, as well as two full days with a 
private driver/guide. Departures: Multiple dates April 1 through October 10, 
2015; from $6,181 (based on group of four); Virtuoso guests receive a room 
upgrade, if available, at Gleneagles and a customized travel gift.

CURIOUS GEORGE
A popular stop along South Africa’s Garden Route, George, in the Western Cape province, is also 

home to Monkeyland, the world’s first primate sanctuary, where lemurs, gibbons, capuchins, and 

other species roam freely in a high-canopy forest. Adventures by Disney stops there for a walking 

safari during a ten-day, Cape Town-to-Johannesburg tour customized for your family. Departures: 

Multiple dates March 28 through December 23, 2015; from $7,619 per adult and $7,239 per child.

Scenic drives: 

Hitting the links  

at St Andrews’ Old 

Course and (inset) 

off-roading at 

Gleneagles hotel.
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Scientists monitoring the 

aurora borealis forecast that 

peak solar flare activity should 

continue through 2015. To get 

the best photographs of  the 

phenomenon, use:

• A digital SLR camera with 

manual focus

• A fast, wide-angle lens

• A long shutter speed (30 

seconds or more)

• A remote or timed shutter 

release and tripod 

• An ISO setting between 100 

and 400 and an aperture of  

at least f/2.8

TRIP THE LIGHTS FANTASTIC
Those traveling with Natural Habitat Adventures can now watch the northern lights from the com-

fort of  the company’s custom-built Aurora Pod, a heated structure featuring reclining chairs and 

geometric glass construction for unobstructed, 360-degree views. The dancing skies are particularly 

brilliant in Churchill, Manitoba; six- and eight-day tours traveling round-trip from Winnipeg can be 

personalized and are accompanied by experienced naturalists and, on some departures, a nature 

photographer. Departures: Multiple dates February 6 through March 21; from $4,795. 

CAPTURE IT

The northern lights illuminate an 

Inuit inukshuk (stone landmark) 

in Churchill, Manitoba. 

family memories for a lifetimeherishC
Discover The Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman, a luxury resort where sparkling turquoise waters 

blend seamlessly with the cerulean sky to create a perfect Caribbean oasis for your family. 

Guided by playfulness and a sense of wonder, Ritz Kids delights and engages children to 

interact with their surroundings in a fresh and exciting way. A multitude of recreational 

activities will keep the entire family entertained. For a little shade and relaxation, escape in a 

private beach cabana and enjoy the cool ocean breeze.

Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Information is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the printing of this ad. Travel 
Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall not be used, reproduced, transmitted or distributed in any 
way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, NEVADA #2004-0029, Washington UBI #602 425 801. TG213-14_VK_12.4.14

Call your virtuoso travel advisor for reservations.P R E F E R R E D  T O U R  O P E R A T O R
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VIP Arts & Culture

PAINT BALL
Celebrating the start of  spring 
and the triumph of  good over 
evil, India’s Holi Festival (Festival 
of  Colors) is great, silly fun for 
the whole family, with massive 
bonfires, singing, dancing, and 
everyone dousing each other in 
colorful paints. Held annually the 
day after the March full moon, 
Holi occurs nationwide, though 
northern India (particularly Delhi, 
Jaipur, and Agra) hosts the more 
flamboyant events. March 6; www.
holifestival.org.

EAST MEETS WEST
Commemorated worldwide with spectacular parades and fireworks, Chinese 

New Year is perhaps the country’s biggest and best-loved festival. Marking its 

16th year, New York’s annual Chinatown Lunar New Year Parade will herald the 

Year of  the Sheep with an extravagant procession of  marching bands, floats, 

dancers, magicians, and acrobats, along with an outdoor cultural fair in Sara 

D. Roosevelt Park. Find the best parade views along Allen Street between Canal 

and Grand. February 21; www.chinesenewyearblog.com.

INDIA

NEW YORK CITY

Holi moley! Family fun in Rajasthan.  

SOMETHING RACY 
With “Serious Fun!” as its offcial 

motto, the St. Maarten Heineken 

Regatta mixes high-spirited sailing 

and socializing with concerts by 

major musical acts from the Black 

Eyed Peas to the Marley Brothers. 

Now in its 35th year, the Caribbean’s 

biggest regatta welcomes participants 

from 40 countries for four sunny days 

of races, shows, and parties during 

spring break. March 5 to 8; www.

heinekenregatta.com.

SINT-MAARTEN

Starboard at the St. Maarten  

Heineken Regatta. 

Scenes from 2014’s Chinatown Lunar New Year Parade.
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VIP Goods & Gadgets

VIP On the Fly

KEY-FREE
Skip the front desk and head 

straight for your room with the new 

Starwood Preferred Guest app, 

SPG Keyless. An industry first, the 

wireless entry system lets guests 

check in online and, furnished with 

their room number, use their mobile 

device as a room key. Starwood 

aims to install the technology, 

already featured in ten hotels from 

New York to Doha, in all of  its 

properties worldwide by the end of  

this year. www.spgpromos.com. 

SAFE TRAVELS
From allergies to accidents, 

parents can prepare for medical 

travel calamities with Kinsights, 

a secure website that stores 

pediatric health records for easy 

access via smartphone, wherever 

you are, around the clock. What’s 

more, it’s free for any parent in 

the U.S. www.kinsights.com.

CHILD’S PLAY
Lufthansa’s new family check-in counters in its Frankfurt and Munich hubs 

cater to parents traveling with children up to 12 years old. Lu and Cosmo, 

the airline’s mascots, equip kids with boarding passes for themselves and 

any cuddly toys they may be flying with, while parents are armed with a 

guide filled with details about airport play areas, baby changing facilities, 

restaurants with children’s menus, and discount vouchers. Inflight perks 

include onboard games and low-sugar snacks. www.lufthansa.com. Fresh air: Lufthansa’s family check-in counter.

GETTING CREATIVE
This easy-to-clean, hard-case wheelie is sturdy enough for kids to sit on 
during long airport waits and doubles as an on-the-go drawing table with 
a clear outer display frame to showcase their artwork. Available in green, 
pink, or blue, the compact GoVinci Trolley also slides easily under an 
airplane seat. $60; www.ben-bat.com.

GoVinci’s colorful carry-ons are ideal 
for kidding around in airports.
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It’s how you get there.

On an AmaWaterways river cruise, you don’t just pass through a destination - you experience it. Our ships feature 

plush balcony staterooms, a fl eet of free-use bicycles and a sundeck with a pool so our guests can see Europe’s most 

captivating sights from a unique perspective. Because it’s not just about where you go. It’s how you get there that matters.

LEADING THE WAY IN RIVER CRUISING

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Three Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014
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VIP Table Talk

GASTRO GLORY
Showering the InterContinental 

Hong Kong with laurels, this 

year’s Michelin Guide recently 

awarded four stars to the hotel’s 

diverse dining rooms: two for 

the Cantonese restaurant Yan 

Toh Heen and one each for 

Spoon by Alain Ducasse and  

The Steak House Winebar + 

Grill, which boasts the city’s only 

charcoal grill. www.hongkong-ic.

intercontinental.com.

FINE WINE 
Longtime wine director at 

New York’s Le Bernardin, 

Aldo Sohm was named “Best 

Sommelier in the World 2008î 

by the Worldwide Sommelier 

Association. Now, backed by 

the famous Midtown dining 

room, the Austrian expat has 

just opened an eponymous 

boîte nearby. The jaunty Aldo 

Sohm Wine Bar on West 51st 

blends a casual menu of  

charcuterie plates, short ribs, 

and truffle pasta with an au 

fait wine list that runs from 

$30 to $2,000 a bottle. www.

aldosohmwinebar.com.

CANAL CARNIVAL
With spectacularly costumed 

revelers flocking to Venice to 

celebrate Carnival (January 

31 to February 17), the city’s 

Aman Canal Grande is hosting 

a pair of  gourmet banquets in 

its grand palazzo, which served 

as the backdrop for the Clooney 

wedding. On February 7, an 

opera-themed fete features 

a lavish dinner followed by 

an operatic mise en scène 

performance in the ballroom. 

On the 13th, the resort’s 

“searching for loveî-inspired 

soiree caps a baroque dinner 

with dancing in the reception 

hall. All the while, Aman’s 

concierge will be on hand to 

provide guests with access to 

the city’s most fabulous galas. 

www.amanresorts.com.

Seeing stars (from left): IC Hong Kong’s Yan Toh Heen and Spoon by Alain Ducasse.

New York City’s  

Aldo Sohm Wine Bar. 

Aldo Sohm’s 
baby beet 
skewers. (A
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*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in US dollars, cruise only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of $169.51 to $351.99 per 
person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2015 Seabourn.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the 
World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager Club 
amenities including an onboard cocktail reception, shore event or 
shipboard credit on select sailings.

Dardanelles

Mediterranean
Sea

Aegean
Sea

Myrina

ISTANBUL

Izmir

Molyvos

Kos
Marmaris

Santoríni

Sète

Mediterranean
Sea

Ligurian
Sea

Le Lavandou

Bonifacio

Antibes
MONTE CARLO

Portovenere

Palamós

Delight is the world
at extraordinary savings.

YACHTSMANÕS MEDITERR ANEAN  from $3,999
Round-trip Monte Carlo  •  7 days  •  Jun 20 ; Aug 15; Sep 12; Oct 10*, 2015

TURKISH & AEGEAN DELIGHTS  from $2,999
Round-trip Istanbul  •  7 days  •  Jul 4; Aug 8*, 2015
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Space Tourism

Future Focused

O
n October 31 last year,  Virgin Galactic’s 

SpaceShipTwo suffered a tragic accident 

during its fourth rocket-powered test 

fight, killing copilot Michael Alsbury. 

Pilot Peter Siebold miraculously survived – and 

even managed to give a spotter plane thumbs-

up while parachuting, signaling that he was alive 

after initially being knocked unconscious at 

nearly 50,000 feet.

“Space is hard, and today was a tough day,” said 

Virgin Galactic CEO George Whitesides at a 

press conference at Mojave Air and Space Port 

that afternoon. “We are going to be supporting 

the investigation as we fgure out what happened. 

We’re going to get through it. The future rests in 

many ways on hard days like this.” 

Virgin Group founder Richard Branson 

outlined the next steps: “We owe it to our test 

pilots to fnd out what went wrong, and once we 

fnd out, if we can overcome it, we will make sure 

that the dream lives on.” 

“Whether or not [the] crash was preventable, 

it was far from pointless,” former New York Times 

bureau chief Sam Howe  Verhovek wrote in an op-

ed for the paper, explaining why Virgin Galactic 

and upstart spacelines are more than joyrides for  

millionaires. “The criticism of ‘space tourism’ 

today echoes the scoffng of a century ago that 

greeted the arrival of powered fight. … But if we 

are ever to reach Mars, or colonize an asteroid or 

After a recent test-flight accident, Virgin Galactic’s community  
coalesces around the next steps to space.

Virgin Galactic’s mother 

ship, WhiteKnightTwo, at 

Spaceport America.

“There’s a 
reason why 

test pilots are 
respected as 

some of the most 
brave members 
of our society. 

They are putting 
themselves in 
harm’s way to 
make vehicles 

better for the rest 
of us, safer for 
the rest of us.” 
– Virgin Galactic 

CEO George 
Whitesides



EXHILARATING

*Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person, may vary by sailing date, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled and are subject to change without prior notice, 
cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $99.78 TO 
$224.44. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, 
please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modifed or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions 
may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

spacious, elegant ships ■ gracious, award-winning service 

worldwide itineraries ■ extensive activities and enrichment 

programs ■ sophisticated five-star dining

Explore a world  
that’s uniquely  
Holland America Line

We take you to extraordinary places
in incomparable comfort

7-Day Bermuda
ms Veendam                              Ocean-view from

6/27/15 $1,249
Roundtrip Boston 

Amenity– up to $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom

7-Day Explorer via Glacier Bay
ms Westerdam                           Ocean-view from

7/4/15 $1,399
Roundtrip Seattle 

Amenity– up to $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom

7-Day Canada & NE Discovery
ms Maasdam                             Ocean-view from

7/25/15 $1,299
Montreal to Boston 

Amenity– up to $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom

7-Day Viking Sagas
ms Ryndam                                Ocean-view from

7/25/15 $1,199
Roundtrip London 

Amenity– up to $50 Onboard Credit per stateroom

Contact your  

Virtuoso Travel Advisor

meet  SOOTHING
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Space Tourism

fnd new minerals in outer space, today’s 

work will prove to have been a vital link 

in the chain.”

Virtuoso has been Virgin Galactic’s 

exclusive retail travel partner in the 

Americas since 2007. Virtuoso CEO 

Matthew Upchurch, who was one of 

the frst people to buy a ticket, says, 

“I’m considered a ‘Founder’ passenger 

and will be one of the frst 84 people 

to go up. My plans haven’t changed; I’m 

still going, and I fully support Virgin 

Galactic. After all, I believe that one of 

the most important aspects of travel is 

being able to get out of your comfort 

zone and see things from a different 

perspective. Everything I’ve ever read by 

anyone who has gone to space says that 

it’s life changing. For me, the ultimate 

reason to go is because of what it does 

to our perspective.”

While the National Transportation 

Safety Board conducts its independent 

investigation, Virgin Galactic is 

moving forward with plans to finish 

building its second spacecraft – which 

was under construction and about 

two-thirds complete at the time 

of the accident – and resume test 

flights. Mother ship wo 

was unaffected, and preliminary 

information indicates no fault with 

the spaceship’s new rocket motor. 

Though Branson has offered full 

refunds, only a handful of Virgin 

Galactic’s 700-plus ticketed passengers 

have requested them. Instead, many 

future astronauts have reaffrmed their 

interest. “I’m still just as committed as 

ever,” prospective astronaut Josh Resnick 

of Brentwood, California, told NPR. 

“When I signed up I knew there were 

going to be a lot of risks involved. The 

key thing is that they keep testing and 

do what they need to do to get it right.”

From what Virtuoso travel advisor Jay 

Johnson has seen, that’s a feeling shared 

by many of those interested in space 

tourism. “Two days after the accident, I 

received a call from a well-known Napa 

Valley chef asking to reserve a seat for his 

father, who has always dreamed of going 

to space,” he says. “To date, not one of 

the clients I’ve booked has asked about 

canceling their reservation. These future 

astronauts have all shown their support 

during this diffcult time.” 

Michael Alsbury, 39, spent 15 years as a test pilot 

and aerospace project engineer, much of  it flying 

experimental aircraft, and flew SpaceShipTwo’s 

first rocket-powered test flight on April 29, 2013. 

His wife and two children, ages 7 and 10, survive 

him. A memorial fund for the family has been set 

up at www.gofundme.com/MikeAlsbury.  

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL ALSBURY

Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson (left) and George Whitesides address the press in Mojave. 

Below: Their second spacecraft under construction.



Golden Princess® | Roundtrip San Francisco | 07/21/15

10-Day InsIDe Passage Balcony fares from

$2,679*
Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $225 are additional and subject to change

Balcony fares from

$1,869*Coral Princess® | Anchorage  to Vancouver | 08/12/15

7-Day Voyage of the glacIers

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $185 are additional and subject to change

Balcony fares from

$2,129*Star Princess® | Vancouver to Anchorage | 07/11/15

7-Day Voyage of the glacIers

Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to $195 are additional and subject to change

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor 
to plan your vacation today!

Receive up to $75 onboard credit 

The gReaTesT 

show is  eaRTh.

*$2,679 fare is based on category BD on Goden Princess® sailing 07/21/15, $1,869 fare is based on category BD on Coral Princess® sailing 08/12/15, $2,129 fare 

is based on category BC on Star Princess® sailing 07/11/15, on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares are per person, 

non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the frst two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth 

passengers. This ofer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Ofer 

is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older 

and receive this ofer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars.  Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and defnitions that apply to all bookings. Up to $75 onboard 

credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and is not redeemable 

for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. ©2014 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

Some days it will make you feel impossibly big. Some days it will 

make you feel crushingly small. But whether you dogsled along misty 

mountains, glimpse a bear in the wild or sail by majestic glaciers, in 

the Alaskan wilderness you will always, always feel.



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R  |  V I R T U O S O . C O M2 2

(S
A

N
T

IA
G

O
) 

L
A

U
T
A

R
O

/
A

L
A

M
Y

SANTIAGO or SAN DIEGO? 

Travel Two Ways

SANTIAGO
4-day, $23,000 splurge

SAN DIEGO
4-day, $2,500 steal

TOTAL: From $22,943 per family of four TOTAL: From $2,478 per family of four

Two family escapes  
for two budgets.

Splurge for a jaunt to Chileís capital, sparkling against the snowcapped Andes, or 
save with a stay in sun-soaked Southern California.  By Chaney Kwak

Life’s a beach at Hotel  

del Coronado and (left) 

parking it in Santiago. 

Arrive fresh in the morning when you fly LANís 

overnight service from Dallas/Fort Worth to 

Santiago, operated by American Airlinesí newly 

retrofit 777-200, which boasts fully lie-flat seats 

in business class. Round-trip airfare from $18,170 

(including taxes) per family of four.

Taking family cooking lessons and sampling local 

seafood specialties at Mercado Central are just two 

possibilities available on a bespoke guided tour of  

Santiago crafted by your travel advisor and one of  

Virtuosoís on-site experts in Chile. From your base at 

The Ritz-Carlton, Santiago, your clan can also explore 

city parks and museums; visit KidZania, where children 

between 4 and 12 get to act out grown-up professions; 

and even venture farther afield to bike new tourist routes 

in Valparaíso. Departures: Any day through December 31, 

2015; four-day tours from $4,773 per family of four.

The Ritz-Carlton, Santiago welcomes little guests with a 

special check-in, arts and crafts programs, and a kid-

friendly food-and-beverage amenity. Families also love 

the hotelís indoor heated swimming pool, which offers 

views of  the Andes Mountains. Included in stay.

Watch family-friendly entertainment on your 

individual seatback screen and order a childrenís meal 

box filled with healthy snacks and puzzles when you fly 

economy class with Virgin America from Dallas Love 

Field to San Diego via San Francisco. Round-trip airfare 

from $1,085 per family of four.

From surfing lessons to beach bonfires and treasure 

hunts, families have ample activities to choose from at 

the seaside Hotel del Coronado. At the Kidtopia activity 

center, guests between 4 and 12 can dig for dinosaur 

fossils, make (and star in) short films, or take cooking 

classes. Older kids can indulge in “teen treats” spa 

treatments such as sugar scrubs and frosting massages. 

The Delís diversity of  dining options, from California 

coastal cuisine served at an haute beachside setting to 

artisan pizzas at an outdoor fire pit, will keep everyone 

well fed. Three-night stays from $1,287 per family of four.

Set sail on a one-hour tour of  San Diego’s harbor 

with Travel Bound. Admire the cityís skyline, spot 

sea lions, or salute a Navy fleet along the way. 

Departures: Any day through August 31, 2015; from 

$106 per family of four. 

FLY

PLUS

EXPERIENCE



Adventures by Disney Travel Services, Inc. CST# 2082519-20
As to Disney logos/properties: ©Disney   CS-15-38949

Join Adventures by Disney® on an epic vacation to Norway — and see the places, meet the people 
and experience the beauty that helped inspire Disney’s comedy-adventure, Frozen.

8 Days  |  7 Nights      Bergen, Flam, Geiranger & Oslo

Be enchanted by the 
storybook village of Bergen, 
a real-life inspiration for the 
kingdom of Arendelle.

Visit stave churches that 
inspired the architecture in 
the film. 

Bask in the natural beauty of 
Norway’s stunning waterfalls, 
glaciers and fjords. 

Norway
Guided Group Vacation inspired by:

For more information, please contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor today!



SET SAIL FOR THE  EXTRAORDINARY 
AND UPGRADE YOUR EXPERIENCE IN  THE HAVEN 

B

Burn the Floor is one of several captivating 
performances waiting on board.

Breakaway Class ships have the fi rst-ever 
spa Salt Rooms at sea.

Chef Zakarian invites 
you to indulge at his � rst 
restaurants a� oat.

M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  W H A R F   S T.  T H O M A S   T O R T O L A   N A S S A U   M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  WA R F  

Book with your 
Virtuoso travel 

advisor to receive 
$50 per stateroom 

onboard credit!

BERMUDA

7 Days • Norwegian Breakaway
Departs 5/17/15, 7/19/15, 8/16/15

New York • King’s Wharf, Bermuda 
two overnights • New York

Balcony fares from $1,309
Haven Suite fares from $3,069

WESTERN 
CARIBBEAN

7 Days • Norwegian Getaway
Departs 11/22/15, 12/6/15, 12/20/15

Miami • Great Stirrup Cay, 
Bahamas • Ocho Rios, Jamaica • 
George Town, Grand Cayman • 
Cozumel, Mexico • Miami

Balcony fares from $799
Haven Suite fares from $2,539

reakaway Class has been a runaway success 

and it’s time you join in the fun. Norwegian 

Breakaway and Norwegian Getaway present the 

unique atmospheres of New York and Miami through 

revolutionary dining, activities and entertainment. 

Get ready for dinner with a view on The Waterfront, 

exclusive clubs for kids and teens, multi-story 

waterslides, Broadway performances and a spectacular 

� reworks display on each cruise.



FOR AN INCREDIBLE

FAMILY VACATION

IT’S TIME

nce you start, you’ll always want to cruise like a Norwegian. With Freestyle 

Cruising®, everyone in your family can do what they want, when they want. 

Choose from a multitude of dining options, from delicious snacks to gourmet 

� ne dining. Entertainment options range from stellar Broadway performances to 

Nickelodeon™ activities. It’s an unforgettable experience with something for all ages.  

A balcony stateroom means you can start enjoying 
your destination without leaving your room.

Thrilling AquaParks bring everyone 
together to splash and play.

Even the most picky eaters will be looking 
forward to the next dining experience.

Offer is based on availability, is capacity controlled, applies to select sailings and may not be available for new bookings within 
120 days of the departure date. Combinability with other offers is subject to change or cancellation at any time per Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s discretion. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time 
of printing. Onboard Credit is in U.S. Dollars, per stateroom, applies to the 1st and 2nd guest on the reservation and may 
not be used towards service charges. Offer is available for all categories, including Suites and Villas. Onboard Credit is non-
refundable, non-transferable and has no cash value. Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. 
Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible for typographical errors 
or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2015 NCL Corporation Ltd.

Book with your 
Virtuoso travel 

advisor to receive 
$50 per stateroom 

onboard credit!

M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  W H A R F   S T.  T H O M A S   T O R T O L A   N A S S A U   M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  WA R F  

nce you start, you’ll always want to cruise like a Norwegian. With Freestyle 

CruisingO



he Haven by Norwegian® is such an 

exceptional experience, you may never want 

to leave. Not only does your keycard access your 

stateroom – one of the largest Suites or Villas at 

sea – but also an enchanting courtyard where 

every need is met by a dedicated staff. Should 

you decide to venture out, you’ll enjoy exclusive 

onboard privileges and priority tendering to shore.

T

The Haven Courtyard is the perfect 
place to relax with your loved ones.

A Deluxe Owner’s Suite gives you 
room to entertain.

Haven guests enjoy exclusive access 
to an onboard specialty restaurant.

Exclusively for The Haven
• Pre-Cruise Concierge that will 

arrange requests before you 
set sail

• VIP priority access on and off 
the ship

• Private Concierge and 24-hour 
Butler service

• Exclusive access to The Haven 
Courtyard with private pool, 
sundeck, hot tub and � tness area

• Private lounge and gourmet 
specialty restaurant 

• Priority reservations in the ship’s 
specialty restaurants, spa, award-
winning shows and more

EXTRAORDINARY WITH  BREAKAWAY CLASS
THE HAVEN BY NORWEGIAN 

M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  W H A R F   S T.  T H O M A S   T O R T O L A   N A S S A U   M I A M I   G R E AT  S T I R R U P  C AY   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   C O Z U M E L   N E W  Y O R K   K I N G ’ S  WA R F  



TO EXPERIENCE

NORWEGIAN ESCAPE

BE THE FIRST

orwegian Escape takes the best of Breakaway Class to a whole new level. 

Discover the wonders of the Caribbean and a brand-new onboard experience, 

featuring exclusive family activities including our biggest ropes course yet, new zip 

tracks called “Sky Rails” that take you out over the side of the ship, Nickelodeon 

themed mini golf starring the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and much more!

Dining on The Waterfront continues, including 
the � rst-ever Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville at Sea.
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EASTERN CARIBBEAN

7 Days • Norwegian Escape
Departs 11/14/15, 11/28/15, 12/12/15, 12/26/15

Miami • St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands • Tortola, 
British Virgin Islands • Nassau, Bahamas • Miami

Balcony fares from $869
Haven Suite fares from $2,929
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Traveler’s Tale
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Clockwise from bottom left: Julie La Barba 
Miggins and her husband, Robert, in Capri; 
Taormina, Sicily; Julie’s parents, Carla and 
Sherman La Barba; and Da Adolfo’s menu.

An Italian homecoming with Julie La Barba Miggins.  
As told to David Hochman

All in the Family

M
y dad turned 70 last year. He’d never 
visited the birthplace of his family in 
Sicily, and I knew it was time. You 
always think about doing these trips 

“one day,” but I didn’t want to wait. We just 
don’t know what the future holds. 

My parents aren’t big travelers and pre-
fer turnkey vacations rather than on-the-fl y 
adventures, so I wanted everything to be perfect 
– comfortable fl ights, beautiful hotels, and 
delicious food. We work hard: My husband is 
in the tech business in San Antonio, and I’m a 
pediatrician. We have four children, but this trip 
was about celebrating my parents, so we put our 
kids in good hands, pooled resources, and set 
out for 11 days as a group of four. It was like 
going away with friends. 

To put the trip together, I researched quite a bit 
and collaborated with Mylen Gagnon, a Virtuoso 
advisor in British Columbia, who completely 
got it: drivers waiting, special amenities in the 

rooms, everything centered on making this trip 
super memorable and happy. Seeing my parents 
on the plane in leather seats, with headphones 
on, playing with all the adjustments, it struck 
me – this was really happening!

When my father’s grandfather came from 
Italy, he had a little produce cart that the family 
grew into a successful food-and-wine business. 
In other words, my dad’s life revolves around 
food, so we focused the vacation on that. On 
one of our fi rst days in Positano, we went to 
a beach shack called Da Adolfo for lunch. You 
take a boat to get there. Everybody’s in fl ip-
fl ops and bathing suits, but it’s quite chic. This 
precious older gentleman called Nonno, which 
means “grandfather,” catches your seafood as 
you watch from a rented lounge chair. Inside, 
it’s the most wonderful sort of chaos – barefoot 
waiters race each other up the stairs to get 
the last sea bream for their tables. Fabulous, 
fabulous! My dad never swims, but he got in 

Clockwise from bottom left: Julie La Barba 
Miggins and her husband, Robert, in Capri; 
Taormina, Sicily; Julie’s parents, Carla and 
Sherman La Barba; and Da Adolfo’s menu.

La Barba Family Trip
Days 1-4: Positano
Savor some of Amalfi’s best 
restaurants, learn to prepare 
local specialties at a private 
cooking class in Ravello, and 
take a water taxi to casual 
Da Adolfo for lunch – don’t 
forget sunscreen for a 
postmeal dip.

Days 5-7: Capri
Skip the ferry hordes 
and get a taste of 
Mediterranean yachters’ 
life with a boat charter for 
a day. Explore the island by 
trail and chairlift, gourmet 
picnic included. 

Days 8-11: Sicily
Set out with a chauffeur 
for private touring and a 
visit to Chiuse del Signore 
wine estate. Rest up at the 
pool for a day on your own 
before the big family reunion.

Untitled-4   1 1/6/15   9:31 PM

Adventures by Disney Travel Services, Inc. CST# 2082519-20
As to Disney logos/properties: ©Disney   CS-15-38949

Join Adventures by Disney® on an epic vacation to Norway — and see the places, meet the people 
and experience the beauty that helped inspire Disney’s comedy-adventure, Frozen.

8 Days  |  7 Nights      Bergen, Flam, Geiranger & Oslo

Be enchanted by the 
storybook village of Bergen, 
a real-life inspiration for the 
kingdom of Arendelle.

Visit stave churches that 
inspired the architecture in 
the film. 

Bask in the natural beauty of 
Norway’s stunning waterfalls, 
glaciers and fjords. 

Norway
Guided Group Vacation inspired by:

For more information, please contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor today!



Tracing 

La Barba 

lineage in 

Campofelice 

di Fitalia 

and (right) 

sunbathing 

on Capri.

the water afterward, then relaxed on a beach 

chair with his headphones on, jamming out to 

Motown. Pretty soon, it was time for cocktails 

at Le Sirenuse’s Champagne and Oyster Bar, 

followed by dinner at La Sponda, the hotel’s 

Michelin-starred restaurant. 

I wanted to surprise my parents with 

something really special to celebrate their 

recent 45th anniversary, so Mylen used her 

connections to charter us a boat to Capri. We 

met at the pier near Le Sirenuse, where the 

captain waited with a sign beside his 38-foot 

yacht. We toured the coastline and stopped for 

lunch at La Conca del Sogno in Nerano, my dad 

in his pink polo shirt and white fedora sipping 

white wine with fresh peaches, watching the 

yachts pull in. I’ve never seen him happier. 

Finally, we headed south to Sicily to meet 

the family in the tiny town of Campofelice 

di Fitalia. I had phoned ahead to a cousin’s 

cousin’s cousin who has a house there, and a 

chauffeur drove us up into the hills. The cousin 

must have told everybody, because after we 

met him at city hall, he took us to a house 

where we found 40 distant relatives waiting. 

I speak Italian pretty well, but they speak a 

Sicilian dialect, which meant communicating 

with a lot of gesturing and hugging and sharing 

photographs. There’s a street in Dallas named 

ADVISOR SAYS
“Julie came to me for a trip that would 

be a memorable thank-you for all the 

support she’d received from her parents 

throughout her life, so my goal was to 

create the experience of a lifetime for 

them – an exciting itinerary, effortless 

transfers, and impeccable hotels with 

surprises such as VIP welcomes and 

special amenities in their rooms.”

– MYLEN GAGNON

Vancouver, British Columbia

after our family, La Barba, and I showed them 

the sign. They were awestruck: “ ero! ” 

they said. “Daverre?” (“This can’t be true! For 

real?”) We stayed for hours, laughing, hugging, 

eating an incredible meal and fresh ricotta 

they’d made that day, and just smiling – my dad 

especially.  They were shocked that we were 

only staying a few hours and wanted us to stay 

for weeks. My dad is about to retire, and this 

gave him real perspective on where he came 

from and how much he’s achieved. A trip of a 

lifetime, all the way. 
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Travel+Leisure World’s Best

Nine Time Winner

Condé Nast Traveler Winner

Five World Savers Awards

Safari
brings

families
closer.
{Here’s proof.}

Contact your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor for details.

YOUR FAMILY

ADVENTURE

AWAITS IN

MICATO'S AFRICA.
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Ask the Advisors

What are your tips for keeping everyone 
happy on a multigenerational trip?Q A&QQ AA

Un-Cruise Adventures sails Mexico’s Sea of Cortés and (inset) 

a hands-on lesson at Ashford Castle’s falconry school.

• During the Great Migration, zebra 

and wildebeest amble by the thou-

sands through Serengeti National 

Park, just one stop on Micato 

Safaris’ 16-day family journey 

in Kenya and Tanzania. Kids can 

check out Swahili pop music in the 

Masai Mara and even join in a soc-

cer game at a Nairobi community 

center. For every safari sold, Micato 

sends a Kenyan child to school. De-

partures: Any day through December 

31, 2015; from $18,320 (including 

internal air transfers) per adult; chil-

dren under 16 from $15,920.

• Jacques Cousteau called Mexico’s 

Sea of Cortés the “aquarium of  

the world.” Un-Cruise Adventures 

reveals why during an eight-day 

voyage that includes a hike on Isla 

Cerralvo, where the famed explorer 

led numerous expeditions. Kayaks, 

inflatable skiffs, and even a hydro-

phone for listening underwater are 

found aboard the newly refurbished 

Safari Endeavour, which travels 

round-trip from San José del Cabo. 

Departures: Multiple dates February 7 

to December 26, 2015; from $2,995.

• Let your Virtuoso travel advisor 

craft a tailor-made tour in Ireland

that includes a stay at the 82-room 

Ashford Castle, which reopens this 

April after a full refurbishment. 

Once the country estate of  the 

Guinness family, the thirteenth-

century castle overlooks Lough Cor-

rib, Ireland’s second-largest lake. 

Doubles from $280; Virtuoso guests 

receive a room upgrade, if available; 

breakfast daily; and one complimen-

tary aroma massage. 

Three Ways the 
Generations Can Play

“There are a lot of 

dynamics involved with 

multigenerational travel, 

so it’s important to 

start planning 

early, because 

quite often you’re 

working around school 

holidays and some of the 

busiest travel times. Cruises 

are an obvious choice, but 

Un-Cruise Adventures offers 

some fantastic itineraries 

that are unique and a bit 

more adventurous. Imagine 

cruising Mexico’s Sea of 

Cortés on an 84-guest yacht, 

educating the kids with daily 

nature tours, snorkeling 

with whale sharks and sea 

lion pups, and spending the 

afternoon on a desert burro 

ride. Now that takes spring 

break to a whole new level!” 

– REBECCA WESLEY LANE

Savannah, Georgia  

“Usually a multi-gen 

vacation celebrates 

somebody’s milestone, 

so it’s important 

to prioritize and 

focus on that 

person’s wish list 

fi rst. That said, an 

African safari is a great 

way to bring generations 

together with long-lasting, 

magical memories: the 

Great Migration, Victoria 

Falls, hiking in mystic cloud 

forests, the rich cultures. 

Micato Safaris does a 

fabulous job of creating 

experiences that engage and 

entertain the entire family, 

including Swahili mask-

making and stargazing.” 

– REGGY CHEE

San Francisco, California

“For a multi-gen vacation 

fi lled with soft-adventure 

options, it’s tough to beat 

Ireland, beginning 

with its Wild 

Atlantic Way, the 

world’s longest 

coastal touring route. 

The Ballyhoura Mountains 

are also perfect for families, 

offering activities from 

pleasing forest walks to 

mountain biking on 60 

miles of trails. And who 

wouldn’t love staying in a 

castle? Ashford Castle has 

spectacular grounds, fi shing, 

a falconry school, and 

archery. Plus, Skellig Michael, 

a UNESCO-designated island 

off the County Kerry coast, 

serves as a location in the 

upcoming Star Wars: The 

Force Awakens.”

– PASCALE LEJEUNE 

Sammamish, Washington



A u s t r i a .
A  s i n g u l a r  j o u r n e y,  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  m e m o r i e s .

Austria has long been a destination of choice for sophisticated travelers, 
music lovers and history buffs—lately families have found Austria’s attrac-
tions and sights appeal to all ages. Discover spectacular national parks, 
majestic Alpine regions, and beautiful castles and baroque monasteries. 
Whether exploring the historic cities and towns of Austria or discovering  
an Alpine village nestled in the mountains, your family will have experiences  
to last a lifetime.

For booking your dream trip to
Austria, please contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor

To plan your unique vacation
visit austria.info/bliss

Connect with us
facebook.com/austriatravelinfo

1 _ 1 5 0  Ye a r s  R i n g s t r a s s e
Vienna’s elegant circular tree-lined boulevard is a treasure trove of 
architectural detail. On the Ringstrasse, you will fnd the Imperial 
Palace, Vienna State Opera, Kunsthistorisches Museum and  
Natural History Museum, City Hall and Parliament and famous  
Viennese mansions. Beautiful statue-flled parks, including Mozart  
in the Burggarten and Johann Strauss in the Stadtpark, are ideal 
for ‘selfes!’ Along the way, stop at the iconic Café Prückel, Café 
Schwarzenberg or Café Landtmann for lunch or refreshments.  
www.vienna.info

3 _ F a m i l y  Tr a v e l 
Families biking along the Danube 
will fnd castle ruins, abbeys 
and picturesque villages around 
every corner. In Salzburg, the 
Hellbrunn Trick Fountains are a 
must see, while Fräulein Maria’s 
Bicycle Tour lets you experience 
the locations of “The Sound of 
Music” in a unique way. Graz 
is home to the largest historic 
armory in the world, the 17th

Century Landeszeughaus.  
Innsbruck, capital of the Alps, 
has a new ‘Mountaincart at  
Muttereralm’ toboggan rental  
for cruising down the mountains. 
www.austria.info/us 

2 _ V i e n n a  w i t h 
K i d s 
During summer, active kids will 
love the Danube Island’s activ-
ities: swimming, inline-skating, 
skate-boarding, street soccer, 
beach volleyball, basketball,  
soccer, trampolines, boating,  
biking and water-ski lift adven-
tures. The Prater Amusement 
Park has over 250 attractions, 
including roller coasters, merry-
go-rounds and the Giant Ferris 
Wheel. The entire family will enjoy 
exploring the historic palaces, 
Schönbrunn and the Hofburg, 
and seeing the Spanish Riding 
School’s Lipizzaner stallions. 
www.vienna.info
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11
YEARS
RUNNING

BEST CRUISE

LINE OVERALL

Travel Weekly 

Readers’ Choice Awards

2003 – 2013

A Royal Caribbean family vacation is more than just a getaway. It’s a get-a-WOW. Lots of wows, 

actually. Like the moment the kids see an ocelot for the fi rst time in Belize (it’s like a cool, tiny 

leopard). Or when Dad hits a mud puddle in the 4x4 while of -roading in Jamaica, and everyone 

yells, “Do it again!” Vow to WOW your family with these new experiences and more. From sharing 

breakfast onboard with Shrek to ice skating in the middle of the Caribbean, there’s only one way to 

make every moment of your vacation count. Don’t just live it. Live for the WOW.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details and information about Virtuoso exclusive 

suite amenities including a complimentary spa treatment and specialty dining for Junior 

Suites and above.
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KIDS’ TAKE

F
amily vacations create some of life’s fondest 

memories. Yet when it comes to traveling with 

children, we often forget to consult the best 

experts: the kids themselves. Here, three of Virtuoso’s 

youngest travelers share their insights on what to 

pack, what to see – and why ice cream is essential. 

“I wasn’t seasick, silly!I loved the Mickey boat!”

“The view was so amazing, it 
kept my mind off the height. ” 

“They were

enormous, ve
ry slow

, 

and really tame.”

By Susan Hanson

Sonoran Desert

Disney’s Castaway Cay

Santa Cruz Island
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BAKER MORTON GOES  
WILD IN ECUADOR

ach year, Baker Morton and his 

mother, Kim, expand their horizons 

by visiting a new country. Recently, 

10-year-old Baker started studying 

Spanish, so the San Francisco natives have 

focused their travels on Central and 

South American countries. In April 2013, 

the two decided to visit Ecuador and the 

Galápagos Islands, for, as Kim explains, 

“their rich culture, biodiversity, and 

stunningly beautiful wild countryside.” 

Working with Virtuoso travel advisor 

Courtney Regan, the duo designed a 

vacation that found them wandering 

Quito’s Old Town, horseback riding 

at a working hacienda in the Andes, 

and swimming with playful seals on a 

Galápagos cruise aboard the expedition 

yacht . Regan, who has created 

trips with the Mortons since 2012, says the 

family has “a wonderful sense of adventure, 

an appreciation of new cultures, and a 

great respect for travel. I’m so grateful to 

contribute to their experiences.”

What to Pack

“I brought my iPhone to take Instagram 
photos and play games like FIFA soccer 
and NHL hockey. Some sports magazines, 
my journal to write and draw in, and the 
book I was reading, A Wrinkle in Time. I 
always bring a Mophie phone charger. Music 
makes the time go by faster, so I packed my 
headphones. I also have some puzzles and a 
book of riddles that trick my mom.”

Foods to Try

“The ranch we stayed at in the Andes had 
its own dairy and cheese factory, so we ate 
fantastic yogurt, cheeses, and ice cream every 
day. I loved all the empanadas, especially the 
sugared ones. Also, in celebration of Easter, we 
had a delicious Ecuadorean soup called fanesca, 
made only once a year during Holy Week.”

Andes Highlight

“ ust as we began our frst horse ride into 
a valley with ancient Caranqui pyramids, it 
started to downpour. Fortunately, our guide 
had brought leather Ecuadorean ponchos, so 
we kept warm and dry, and the saddles 
were lined with soft sheepskin. The horses 
were Zuleteño, a sturdy breed that’s a mix of 
Andalusian, thoroughbred, and quarter horse.”

Baker
AGE: 10

Baker’s Tips

Clockwise from top right: A view of Quito from Casa Gangotena, Ecuadorean 

empanadas, and Baker and Kim Morton horsing around in the Andes.
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DO IT

Your Virtuoso advisor can craft a custom-made tour of Ecuador that includes 

Andean adventures, cruising the Galápagos, and a stay at Quito’s 31-room boutique 

hotel Casa Gangotena. Doubles from $400; Virtuoso guests receive a room 

upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; and a chef’s six-course tasting menu with wine.

ADVISOR SAYS
“When crafting a family trip, I always try to take the children’s interests into 

consideration, as well as how much activity they are up for. It’s important 

to strike the right balance between rest and play, which is unique for each 

family. That’s why discovering as much as possible about my clients is critical.”  

– Courtney Regan

San Francisco, California

Impressions of the Ship

“Our cabin was small, but had everything 
you might need. There was a hot tub and 
all kinds of supplies, like wet suits, snorkels, 
and expedition rafts. There were movies for 
kids at night and several fun families on 
board. The staff, especially the guides, were 
really fun, friendly, and informative.”

Best Animal Encounters

“On Santa Cruz Island, there was a 
meadow where giant Galápagos tortoises 
were grazing; they were enormous, very slow, 
and really tame. While picking passion fruit, 

we came across a nesting barn owl in a 
shed with its babies. We also snorkeled with 
Galápagos sharks, rays, and multicolored 
fsh; on hikes, we saw blue- and red-footed 
boobies, and even spotted one of the world’s 
only diurnal (daytime) owls!”

Life Lessons to Share

“Sometimes when you travel, things don’t 
go the way you expect, and you have to be 
patient and open minded. But there are 
great surprises too, like unexpected animal 
viewings, making new friends, and doing 
things you didn’t think you could do.”

Hannah’s Tips

What to Pack

“I carry my phone, iPad, headphones to watch 
movies, candy, gum, pens, and a notepad. A 
book to read, maybe a puzzle book.”

Favorite Part of the Trip

“Whale-watching in San Diego.”

Least Favorite

“The car ride to the Grand Canyon.” (Note 
fro essica: “We were in a private van with 
a friendly and fun driver, and we stopped for 
ice cream and watched a movie on the way 
back – geez, Louise!”)

On the Private Safari-Park Tour

“It was cool to go ‘backstage’ and see all 
the animals in their natural settings. There 
weren’t a lot of other people around, so it 
wasn’t crowded. We also did a ropes course 
they had there – it was very challenging, 
and fun too!”

On the Hot-Air Balloon Ride

“It was really hot and very early in the 
morning. I was a little nervous to be going up 
that high, but the view was so amazing, it kept 
my mind off the height. I could see a lot of 
animals down on the ground. At the end we 
had a fun breakfast with fake Champagne.”

On Documenting Your Travels

“We make a scrapbook on all our family trips. I 
pack a mini-printer and scrapbooking supplies, 
then we print pictures each night and add 
them in, along with stickers, brochures, etc.” 

Life Lessons to Share

“Traveling teaches me about how other 
people live and different climates, types 
of food, and various atmospheres. We met 
some Native Americans on a reservation and 
bought some handmade crafts from them.  
I know a lot about the Grand Canyon now; 
many of my classmates have never been 
there. The trip helped me on my school 
geography bee too.”

HANNAH
AGE: 10

A seal strikes a pose for Baker 

and (below) La Pinta sails the 

Galápagos Islands.
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ADVISOR SAYS
“Once you’ve got the destination 

and agenda determined, make 

sure that your child is the 

centerpiece of the vacation. 

This includes the itinerary, travel 

times, tours, transportation, and 

so on. With two kids of my own, 

and having planned countless 

family and multigenerational 

trips, I’ve learned that this focus 

defnitely has a strong effect on 

the end results.” 

– Jesse Taylor

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

hile planning their 2014 summer 

vacation, 10-year-old Hannah Locke 

and her parents, Jessica and Shane, had a 

grand idea – as in Grand Canyon. The 

Windermere, Florida-based family of three had 

never seen the world’s greatest gorge, so they 

decided to create a two-week vacation that also 

included meeting friends in California. 

Knowing they’d need help with the logistics, 

Jessica turned to Virtuoso.com and advisor Jesse 

Taylor, who’d received rave reviews on the site.

The itinerary evolved over a six-week 

period (“We changed everything at least 

once,” laughs Jesse) and eventually included 

stays at Sedona’s Enchantment Resort, The 

Phoenician in Scottsdale, and San Diego’s 

Grand Del Mar. A few highlights: hiking 

through Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve, a 

private tour of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, 

and a hot-air balloon fight over the Sonoran 

Desert. “We worked really well together,” 

Jessica enthused. “Jesse communicates very 

well and is effcient and reliable; I trust his 

recommendations completely.” 

DO IT
Sedona’s aptly named Enchantment Resort offers 218 casitas with red-rock views in close proximity to the Grand Canyon. Doubles from $395; 

Virtuoso guests receive a $100 spa credit. • Arizona adventures abound at the 583-room Phoenician in Scottsdale, set at the foot of Camelback 

Mountain in the Sonoran Desert. Doubles from $350; Virtuoso guests receive a $100 dining credit. • Horseback riding and hiking through Los 

Peñasquitos Canyon are just a few reasons why families keep returning to the 249-room Grand Del Mar in San Diego. Doubles from $495; 

Virtuoso guests receive a $100 activity credit.

HANNAH LOCKE’S GRAND ADVENTURE

Clockwise from top left: The sky’s the limit for Jessica, Hannah, and Shane 

Locke in the Sonoran Desert; the Lockes at the Grand Canyon; and an aerial 

shot of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park. 
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aving a baby in the house can sure 

change family dynamics. Just ask 

Genevieve Jones, age 4, whose younger 

brother, Dallas, was born in 2012. The 

Joneses – headed by parents Nikki and 

Jeremiah – hadn’t traveled from their Miami, 

Florida home in a few years and, except to 

visit other family members, had never been 

on vacation together. 

So Nikki contacted Virtuoso travel 

advisor Lisa Reich, who recommended a 

fve-night Caribbean cruise aboard 

Magic that departed from Miami and 

featured a day on Disney’s private island, 

Castaway Cay. “We wanted to have time as a 

couple, but also with the family,” says Nikki. 

“After speaking with Lisa, we knew the 

activities for both children and adults were 

all top-notch with Disney. We especially 

loved that the ship offered a kids’ club 

as well as a nursery where we felt secure 

leaving our children when we wanted to 

spend some time alone in port or relax at 

the spa and adults-only pool. Besides,” she 

adds, “my daughter loves princesses. Need 

I say more?” 

DO IT
Join Cinderella in the Caribbean aboard the 2,700-passenger Disney Magic, sailing six 

days round-trip from Miami. Disney Cruise Line’s Deluxe Family Oceanview Staterooms 

with Verandah are particularly spacious, sleeping up to fve with a split bath. Departures: 

Multiple dates October 4 through December 18, 2015; inside cabins from $1,404.

ADVISOR SAYS
 “I try to plan experiences 

that will appeal to the 

children as much as 

possible. A happy child 

means much less stress 

for the parents. In addition, 

I believe it’s important to 

fnd an experience that will 

allow the parents to spend 

time together – whether on 

a balcony with room service 

when their children are 

sleeping, or at the spa when 

their children are in the care 

of the kids’ club.” 

– Lisa Reich

 Hollywood, Florida

Genevieve’s Tips
What to Pack
“I packed my [Fisher-Price] Little People 
and [Disney] princesses. Also my Ariel 
costume, and my Winnie-the-Pooh blanket.”

Favorite Onboard Activities
“I loved everything. I knew all the 
characters on the ship and liked dressing 
up and having my picture taken with 
them. I really loved the kids’ club – 
although I didn’t like when Mommy took 
too long to pick me up!” 

Favorite Foods
“I liked eating the colorful cereal – it was so 
yummy. The pizza too, and everything else.”

On Dealing with Seasickness
“I wasn’t seasick, silly! I loved the  
Mickey boat!”

On Being a Good Big Sister
“I helped my little brother to not be crazy. 
We had fun in the pool together. I put 
him in the water and told him it’s OK, it’s 
just water.”

Favorite Things about Castaway Cay
“The ice cream and the floaty circle at  
the beach.”

Advice for Families Taking a Cruise
“It’s the best fun ever! (Can we go back 
there, Mommy?)”  VT

FOR GENEVIEVE JONES, A 
CRUISE FIT FOR A PRINCESS

Genevieve
AGE: 4

Genevieve Jones makes a splash aboard Disney 

Magic; and (right) Nikki, Dallas, Genevieve, and 

Jeremiah pose with Mickey on Castaway Cay.



Embrace the rhythm of 

the Dominican Republic
With a vibrant culture, rich 

history and impeccable beaches, 

the Dominican Republic is an 

ideal spot for a relaxing escape 

from the ordinary.

Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for departure 9/21/15. Rates for other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary are 
subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rates shown include government-imposed fees and taxes. Rates do not include a $10 per person Tourist Card fee payable upon arrival in the Dominican 
Republic. Rates are current as of 12/11/14; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be higher.  For current prices, please see http://www.pleasantholidays.com. Advertised rates do not include any 
applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts 
only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2015 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Paradisus Punta Cana Resort
All-Inclusive

from 
$808

Junior Suite.

Virtuoso Amenities:

Complimentary room upgrade, 
10% spa discount, welcome amenity 

and early/late check in/out.

Casa de Campo

from 
$986

Includes 5th night FREE

Virtuoso Amenities:

Complimentary room upgrade, 
daily buffet breakfast for two, 

$100 golf credit, in-room welcome 
amenity and early/late check in/out.

Eden Roc at Cap Cana

from 
$2103

Junior Suite. Includes 4th night FREE!

Virtuoso Amenities:

Complimentary room upgrade, 
daily breakfast for two, complimentary 

roundtrip airport transfers, 
$100 food & beverage credit and 

early/late check in/out.

VACATIONS INCLUDE:  5 n igh t s ’  accommodat ion  and taxes .

All-Inclusive includes all meals, drinks, activities and more!
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ver wonder how travel advisors plan their own vacations? 

As a writer married to Boston-based advisor Lisa Leavitt, 

I was asked by Virtuoso Traveler to observe my wife at 

work during our family trip to Hawaii last summer.

I’m the benefciary of having someone research our 

options, tailor each trip to our family’s every whim, secure special 

pricing and perks such as complimentary room upgrades and 

private shore excursions, and create indelible moments – like a 

dinner on a secluded beach beneath the stars. Fortunately, though, 

you don’t need to have a spouse who’s a Virtuoso advisor to enjoy 

those benefts. Here’s what you can expect when you call on one 

to craft your next vacation.

How to vacation like a Virtuoso  
travel advisor – and why any trip  
is better when you work with one. 

BY STEVE JERMANOK

MAKING 
MEMORIES 

ON THE

F E B R U A R Y  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 5
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Personalized Planning
When crafting a trip for multiple people, it’s essential 

to take into account everyone’s different interests and 

personalities. In our family, my son Jake, age 18, likes 

relaxation and fne dining. Daughter Melanie, age 16, 

prefers shopping and snorkeling. Yours truly cherishes  

the outdoors and downtime with my wife and kids, who 

are rarely in the same place at the same time these days. Lisa 

enjoys healthy food, yoga, and making lasting memories  

for the whole family. 

To accommodate all of our desires, Lisa suggested Hawaii, 

a classic destination we’d always wanted to show the kids. 

She investigated, and presented three options: a weeklong 

Norwegian Cruise Line voyage 

that sailed to four of the Hawaiian 

islands, a six-day multisport tour 

with Backroads, or a seven-day va-

cation staying at two of the Big 

Island’s best resorts, the 243-room 

Four Seasons Resort Hualalai 

at Historic Ka’upulehu and the 

540-room Fairmont Orchid. Our 

family had cruised the Galápagos 

Islands the previous summer and I’d 

biked around the Big Island with 

Backroads on a prior visit, so we 

selected the third option. 

Lisa booked the two properties, 

with fights and our car rental – a 

process that sounds simple, but 

which involved a lot of thought 

and attention to detail. “We chose 

Hawaii after long discussions about 

other locales, including Greece and 

Tanzania,” she explains. “I arranged 

fights with an overnight hotel stay 

in San Francisco to lessen our jet lag. 

And I didn’t just book those hotels – I 

was able to secure the best, and most 

economical, rooms for our budget, 

thanks to complimentary upgrades 

and Virtuoso-exclusive amenities.”

Ah yes, the advantages of using 

a travel advisor. They know the 

perfect places to visit based on 

your personal interests and design 

vacations suited to your budget, all 

while saving you that most precious 

modern commodity: time. 

Beachside at Four 

Seasons Hualalai; 

and (inset) the  

author with his 

children, Melanie 

and Jake, and wife, 

Virtuoso travel ad-

visor Lisa Leavitt.



Global Connections
When we got to the Kona airport, we picked up our rental car 

without waiting in line – thanks to a VIP booking arranged by 

Lisa – our excitement building on the 20-minute drive to our 

hotel alongside the island’s ubiquitous black 

lava rock. We arrived to an emerald oasis of 

towering palms, lush ferns, and vibrant orange 

fame trees leading up to the beachfront Four 

Seasons Hualalai. In the lobby, an attendant 

greeted us with cool towels and mai tais for 

mom and dad, along with fresh guava juice for the kids. Then we 

strolled to our lodging: two spacious adjoining rooms overlooking 

King’s Pond, an ancient fshing hole where you can snorkel amid 

spotted eagle rays and 75 varieties of tropical fsh. The highlight 

for me was our room’s outdoor shower, brought to life with live 

orchids, a ftting welcome to the Big Island.

Lisa has a personal relationship with Hualalai’s director of sales, 

having reserved rooms and suites for numerous clients there. So I 

expected the rooms to be exceptional – and they were. Virtuoso 

travel advisors ensure that all their clientele receive VIP service 

by contacting the resort before their arrival. Unlike online travel 

consortia such as Expedia, Priceline, Travelocity, and Orbitz,  

Virtuoso uses its person-to-person relationships to its full advantage. 

“If you’re celebrating a special occasion such as an anniversary 

or birthday, or have special needs like a food allergy, your advisor 

will also share this important information with the resort, only 

enhancing your stay,” adds Lisa. 

Virtuoso uses its person-to-person 
relationships to its full advantage.

Sunrise at King’s Pond  

and Four Seasons Hualalai.

SEE EUROPE IN WAYS YOU’VE 
NEVER EXPERIENCED BEFORE
2015 marks our 90th year in enriching travel and the 25th anniversary of our first trip along the Yellow 

Roads of Europe. Proud to be recognized as the “World’s Best River Cruise Line” by Travel + Leisure 

for the third time in four years, we are continually inspired to keep raising the bar in innovation, 

quality, service and value on all our trips to places old and new. In 2015, look for exciting new trips 

to Puglia in the hidden heel of Italy’s boot... Rome as 

the insiders know it... Paris, never more in fashion... and 

Great Britain, greater still... along with a family holiday in 

Italy, France and England and a fabulous year-end Tauck 

Event in Vienna featuring a New Year’s Eve ball at the

Hofburg Palace... 
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Perks and Privileges 
At The Fairmont Orchid, where we later 

concluded our vacation, we stayed in an 

executive suite on the sixth foor, an exclusive 

“hotel within a hotel” where a complimentary 

breakfast is served every morning in a large 

lounge next to a dedicated concierge. While 

the kids ate fresh papaya and pineapple on an 

outdoor balcony overlooking swaying palms, 

Lisa and I reviewed our plans – which included 

exploring the North Kohala coast and visiting 

the art galleries and ukulele shops in the village 

of Hawi – with our concierge to ensure the day 

would be seamless. 

Our upgrade to this enclave, known as the 

Fairmont Gold Floor, is just one perk the hotel 

provides guests who book their stay through 

a Virtuoso travel advisor. (Other resorts in the 

Virtuoso network also provide free upgrades, 

as well as amenities such as spa treatments, 

dining credits, and tickets to local museums.) 

Lisa notes that VIP benefts for Virtuoso 

travelers “also include exclusive access to sites 

and events, insider tours, and special Voy- 

ager Club cruise itineraries [see page 6 for 

more information], which feature small-group 

shore excursions or a private car and driver for 

independent exploration in port. Depending 

on the situation, we know how to secure 

special treatment for our clients.” 

From top: A sunset torch-lighting at The Fairmont 

Orchid, the hotel’s Gold Floor lounge, Hawaii 

Volcanoes National Park, and a traditional 

outrigger canoe ride. Opposite: Melanie and  

Jake enjoy a seaside serenade during a private 

family dinner at Four Seasons Hualalai. (L
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Firsthand Knowledge 

While at Four Seasons Hualalai, we enjoyed a 

special evening where family and friends can 

sip cocktails and then tuck into a private dinner 

overlooking the sea. This proved to be the most 

memorable outing of our vacation. A golf cart 

took us to a secluded stretch of sand, where 

a ukulele player was strumming Hawaiian 

tunes. Sitting on cushy sofas, Lisa and I drank 

Champagne while the kids downed coconut 

lemonades. As the red orb of the sun started 

to set, I reveled in this magical scene and the 

opportunity to share it with my family. Soon we 

were dining on grilled lobster tails and rib eye, 

cooked by a personal chef.  The stars twinkled, 

the service was stellar, and I felt blessed. 

Lisa learned of this experience during her 

last trip to the resort and vowed that if she 

ever returned with her family, she’d splurge 

and give us this opportunity. It’s just one 

example of how Virtuoso travel advisors do 

the research in person to garner frsthand 

knowledge about the hotels, cruises, and tours 

they recommend. 

The stars twinkled, the service 
was stellar, and I felt blessed. 

*Amenities vary per resort. Valid for individual bookings only. All myTime offers are 

provided by our third party suppliers to myTime customers and are subject to availability. 

myTime and any third party supplier may (in their sole discretion) substitute any of the 

offers for any other offer that is available for similar or no face value. All offers have no 

cash value, are not combinable with any other offers and are not transferable. Any offers 

not used have no surrender value and are not redeemable for cash. GG#0187 SS 1/15

It’s myTime to receive*...
•  My own private check in area & special wristband to 

  signal VIP status

•  Preferential seating & reservations at on site restaurants

•  Pre-reserved sun beds, just for me

•  Up to $100 in resort & spa credits and so much more!

myTime is a unique experience that invites you to enjoy 

your vacation more than ever before, all at no extra cost.

Contact your VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 

to book your exclusive myTime vacation today!

VACATION LIKE A VIP
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Family adventures  
on the Big Island.

STAY

Learn to hula, craft leis on the beach, and 

play glow-in-the-dark golf  at Four Seasons 

Resort Hualalai at Historic Ka’upulehu. 

Families can also plant an indigenous 

koa tree on the slopes of  Mauna Kea, 

thanks to the resort’s partnership with 

Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods, which is 

working to plant half  a million trees on 

the Big Island. Doubles from $645; Virtuoso 

guests receive a room upgrade, if available; 

breakfast daily; and a $100 dining credit.

The Fairmont Orchid offers a year-round 

family adventure program, complimentary 

cultural-exploration hikes, and “turtle 

talks” and canoe rides with its Hui Holokai 

Beach Club ambassadors. All of  the hotel’s 

restaurants feature kid-friendly menus 

and a separate kid-size breakfast buffet. 

Doubles from $329; Virtuoso guests receive 

a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; 

and two Fun & Sun activity passes.

TOUR

Snorkeling with sea turtles, hiking across 

a caldera with a volcanologist, and biking 

along the crater rim highlight a six-day family 

multisport journey with Backroads, which 

provides private outings for groups of  family 

members and friends. Departures: Multiple 

dates February 15 through December 29, 

2015; from $2,998, with special kids’ pricing. 

CRUISE

Visit the Big Island, Oahu, Maui, and 

Kauai on Norwegian Cruise Line’s 

seven-day voyage sailing round-trip from 

Honolulu. Shore excursions include 

a tour of  Pearl Harbor and visiting 

Maui’s Haleakala Crater. On board the 

2,186-passenger Pride of America, kids 

can keep busy with a video arcade, inter-

active youth programs, magic shows, and 

more. Departures: Multiple dates March 7 

through December 26, 2015; from $899.

Destination Expertise
On our last morning at Four Seasons 

Hualalai, we had to be in the lobby by 

7:30 am for a guided paddle on a Poly-  

nesian-style outrigger canoe. The kids 

weren’t thrilled to rise so early on vaca- 

tion, and for a moment we considered 

sleeping in, but Lisa wouldn’t let us, be-

cause the paddle was part of our dream 

itinerary, a detailed daily trip plan she’d 

crafted for us after visiting the Big Island 

on three previous occasions. This included 

touring the Hawaii Tropical Botanical 

Garden in Papaikou, visiting Hawaii 

Volcanoes National Park at night to see 

the expansive Kilauea Caldera glow a 

vibrant red, swimming with  (green 

sea turtles) in the lagoon at The Fairmont 

Orchid, dining on steak at Merriman’s 

in the Wyoming-like cowboy town of 

Waimea, and going on this outrigger ride. 

Five minutes into our paddle, heading to 

a sheltered bay, we spotted dolphins leaping 

out of the water. “They almost never come 

this close to shore,” said our guide, a local 

who seemed just as amazed as we were. He 

handed us snorkeling gear, and the next 

thing you know, we were swimming next 

to a pod of dolphins. One zipped right by 

Melanie and me. When we lifted our heads, 

the dolphins were fying above the water, 

doing fips in the air. Incredible! The moral 

of the story? Virtuoso travel advisors are 

among the best-traveled people in the world, 

which helps them craft a perfect itinerary 

that’s uniquely tailored to each client.

Lasting Relationships
and Peace of Mind
Virtuoso travel advisors form enduring 

friendships with their clients. This means 

that their job isn’t over when your vaca-

tion begins – or even after it ends. Instead, 

they are available 24/7 before and during 

your trip to ensure that everything goes 

smoothly. Just as important, they check  

in with you afterwards to see what 

worked, what didn’t, and how they 

can refne their planning for future 

vacations. For us, it’s on to Turkey to see 

Istanbul’s Blue Mosque, Cappadocia’s 

underground cities, and the Roman 

ruins at Ephesus. My trusted travel 

advisor is already busy at work so that 

our family can reap the rewards.  VT

Spinner dolphins swimming near the Big Island.



Alaska • Asia • Australia/New Zealand • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Galapagos • South America 

 Contact your Virtuoso advisor.

©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 14041751 • 11/2014

We were fnally all together, and I thought to myself: remember this. 

Remember discovering that pizza made in the Caribbean can be just as good as pizza made  

in Italy. Getting reacquainted with my best friend. And watching my baby take, well, 

much more than a baby step. 

It’s funny; I don’t remember a single thing from our Celebrity cruise—I remember everything.



EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE SAN FRANCISCO
San Francisco is home to some of the country’s most enduring icons: the Golden Gate Bridge, Fish-

erman’s Wharf, Alcatraz, and zigzagging Lombard Street, just to name a few. Experience all this 

amazing city has to offer on a four-day package from Yankee Holidays. With your hotel accommo-

dations, a hop-on/hop-off sightseeing tour, a CityPASS—good for cable car rides and prepaid admis-

sion to numerous attractions—and more, this is the best value you’ll find in the “City by the Bay.”

Available throughout 2015. Rates from $669 per person.

BERMUDA FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Bring everyone along for a sun-splashed Bermuda break at Elbow Beach Bermuda, where you’ll 

receive half off your second room of the same category. Kids are kept busy at the creative children’s 

club, allowing parents some well-deserved time to visit the holistic spa, go kayaking, or enjoy a 

quiet meal under the glittering stars. 

Available until April 30, 2015. Virtuoso rates from $455 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a room 

upgrade, early check-in, and late checkout, if available; breakfast daily; and a $100 resort credit. Does not apply 

to Seagrape Cottage or Suites.

KICK BACK IN NEVIS, 5TH NIGHT FREE
The island is yours to enjoy at Four Seasons Resort Nevis. Surrender to this West Indies trea-

sure as you relax at the spa and savor delectable Caribbean cuisine at one of four restaurants. Take 

a tennis lesson or play a round of golf on the Robert Trent Jones II–designed course. Choose to be 

active or unwind completely with three seaside pools, long golden beaches, complimentary Kids 

For All Seasons program, monkey-spotting tours, and nonmotorized watersports.

Available until April 11, 2015. Virtuoso rates from $620 per night. Virtuoso guests also receive a $100 resort 

credit; a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; and breakfast for two daily.

TURKS AND CAICOS TREAT, EVERY 4TH NIGHT FREE
Receive every fourth night free, plus a $50 resort credit daily at Regent Palms Turks & Caicos, 

one of the islands’ best-kept secrets. Revel in stylish accommodations, take in boundless ocean 

views, and explore everything from golf and boating to international dining and award-winning 

spa services. 

Available until December 18, 2015. Virtuoso rates from $1,300 per night for a 1-bedroom Pool View Suite. 

Virtuoso guests receive an additional $100 resort credit; breakfast daily; and a room upgrade, early check-in, and 

late checkout, if available. Blackout dates apply.

$100 DINING BONUS IN HISTORIC CARTAGENA
Get to know Colombia’s top travel destination, Cartagena, hanging your hat at the magnificent 

Sofitel Legend Santa Clara. Originally a 1621 convent, the hotel now wows its guests with excep-

tional service, a world-class spa, and highly acclaimed dining, including the brasserie-style 1621 

Restaurant. Make sure to  try their divine Colombian Coffee Body Wrap Massage in the So Spa.  

Available throughout 2015. Virtuoso rates from $625 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a room 

upgrade, early check-in, and late checkout, if available; breakfast daily; and a $100 dining credit. Also, ask 

about a fourth night free April 19—May 3, 2015.

LINGER IN LONDON LONGER
With this royal offer from Taj 51 Buckingham Gate Suites and Residences, you’ll stay three 

nights and pay for just two—just steps from the Queen’s residence. You’re gifted with tickets  

to the Queen’s Gallery at the Palace, followed by afternoon tea for two. Be sure to visit nearby  

St James’s Park and Westminster Abbey.

Available until March 31, 2015. Virtuoso rates from GBP 600 (approx $916) per room, per night. Virtuoso 

guests receive a room upgrade, early check-in, and late checkout, if available; breakfast daily; spa and shopping 

discounts; and more.

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER     EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PROMOTION



SEEK SANCTUARY WITH A FOURTH NIGHT FREE
Renew yourself and reconnect with each other at Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Resort & 

Spa in Scottsdale, surrounded by 53 acres of lush desert beauty, with a fourth consecutive night 

free. Savor renowned dining by Food Network star chef Beau MacMillan and unwind with  

signature treatments at the Asian-inspired spa, where you’ll receive a complimentary 30-minute 

treatment or half off a 60-minute treatment.

Available through May 31, 2015. Rates from $397 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests also receive a suite 

upgrade upon arrival, if available; continental breakfast for two daily; and more.

EUROPEAN PANACHE ON THE UPPER EAST SIDE
Reminiscent of an elegant European townhouse, Hotel Plaza Athénée New York is your home 

away from home in Midtown Manhattan. Have the complimentary house car drop you off to shop 

at nearby Barneys and Bergdorf Goodman, then return to use your $100 credit at the celebrated 

Arabelle restaurant. With every third night free, you’ll have plenty of time to relax at the Spa  

Valmont and take the kids to the Central Park Zoo with their complimentary tickets.

Available through March 31, 2015. Rates from $397 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests also receive an 

upgrade upon arrival, if available; continental breakfast for two daily; and more.

$400 SAVINGS ON COLUMBIA AND SNAKE RIVER CRUISE
Follow the epic journey of Lewis and Clark on a seven-night Legacy of Discovery voyage along the 

Columbia and Snake Rivers with Un-Cruise Adventures. Traveling aboard a replica coastal 

steamer, the SS Legacy, you’ll retrace history with visits to the Columbia River Gorge National  

Scenic Area, Victorian Astoria, and pioneer-era forts. Book a Legacy of Discovery departure by 

February 28 for $400 savings per couple along with a $50 per person onboard credit.

Departs April 4 through August 8 and September 12 through November 21, 2015. Virtuoso fares from $3,195.

REVOLUTIONARY RIVER CRUISING
With more space, bigger views, and more comfort, Avalon Waterways brings Europe to life in 

ways that will expand your horizons and your level of luxury. Set sail from Paris next fall, bound for 

Normandy’s Landing Beaches, an incredible experience as you visit Vernon, Caudebec, Rouen, 

and Conflans. On Avalon’s Suite Ships®, giant wall-to-wall windows and Open-Air Balconies®  

provide spectacular vistas. 

Avalon Tapestry II departs October 31, 2015. Virtuoso fares from $2,599 per person. Virtuoso guests receive 

prepaid gratuities on select 2015 sailings. 

CHOOSE YOUR 123GO OFFER OR GO ALL-INCLUSIVE
Choose from three incredible offers when you set sail with Celebrity Cruises. Options include a 

complimentary beverage package, free gratuities for two, and up to $300 to spend on board per 

stateroom.  For the first time ever, this popular 123go!SM offer is all-inclusive, meaning you’ll get all 

three when you book a Concierge Class stateroom or higher. Plus, FREE companion airfare for 

suites on 2015 Alaska and Europe sailings. 

Book by February 28, 2015. Valid for sailings departing April 1, 2015 , through April 30, 2017. Contact your 

Virtuoso advisor for more information.

FREE NIGHT IN THE CITY OF LIGHT
Intimate and inviting with a distinctive French flair, Esprit Saint Germain on Paris’ Left Bank 

embraces its guests like dear friends. Stay three consecutive nights and your fourth is on the 

house—which means more time to relax in the cozy living room with an always-open bar. Flowers 

and fresh fruit are delivered  to your room daily; breakfast and WiFi are included.

Available through March 2015. Rates from EUR 1,350 (approx $1,612) for four nights, double occupancy, in 

Superior Room. Virtuoso guests also receive an upgrade upon arrival, if available; special welcome and departure 

gifts; and more.

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER     EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PROMOTION
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The Big Picture

Monumental moment: 

Young travelers take 

in the Taj Mahal.

FEW PLACES ON EARTH EVOKE 
AS MUCH EMOTION AS THE 
TAJ MAHAL, the white-marble 

mausoleum built by the Mughal 

emperor Shah Jahan in the 

seventeenth century to honor his 

deceased wife. “I got misty eyed 

when I first saw it standing tall 

and proud in the beautiful morning 

light,” recalls Virtuoso traveler 

Alexandra Patsan of New South 

Wales, Australia. “I didn’t expect 

it to take my breath away.” Nor 

did Patsan expect her two children 

(pictured here) to be similarly 

enchanted. “They were wide eyed 

and enthralled the entire time,” 

she says. Clearly, arranging a 

family trip to India is no easy 

feat. Patsan credits Virtuoso 

travel advisor Ariana Wong for 

organizing her family’s trip of a 

lifetime – one that “opened our 

eyes to the most spectacular sights 

we’ve ever seen.”  

Travelers share favorite vacation 
photos from around the world. Here, 
awestruck in Agra. By Anita Carmin

VIRTUOSO 
COMMUNITY

Send your best travel shots to 
editors@virtuoso.com for a chance to 

be featured in Virtuoso Traveler. 

ADVISOR TIP
“See India in style with 

a Virtuoso-preferred tour 

provider such as Abercrombie 

& Kent, whose journeys 

include stellar guides, insider 

access to places in and 

around the Taj Mahal, and 

confirmed stays at some of 

the world’s most impressive 

hotels, including the Oberoi 

Amarvilas in Agra and 

Udaipur’s Taj Lake Palace.”

– ARIANA WONG

Neutral Bay, New South 

Wales, Australia



That’s the difference with Monograms. Wouldn’t it be nice if you could spend your time enjoying 

your vacation, and not worrying about your vacation? When you take a Monograms vacation, 

you’ll spend your time tasting wine, riding bikes, shopping for treasure, and enjoying the 

sights. You don’t spend it worrying about how you’re going to get out of the airport, or how 

you’re going to fnd your hotel, or how you’re going to get from one town to the next. All of 

that is taken care of by Monograms and your Local Host® who is at your beck and call throughout 

your trip. It’s your choice how you vacation.

Choose wisely. Choose Monograms.

Why dream of the world’s greatest sights

when you can wake up right next to them?

A better way to travel.

To book your Monograms package, call your Virtuoso travel advisor today.

* Book a 2015 Monograms Europe vacation through a Virtuoso agency and receive free airport transfers in the destination city 

between airport and hotel.  Offer is not applicable to extra night transfers. Booking must be made and under deposit between July 

22, 2014 and December 31, 2015 for travel commencing by December 31, 2015. Valid with other offers, on FIT and Group bookings, 

and applies to new 2015 bookings only. Must mention code FREE T. Offer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to custom 

tours. Discount will apply to individual members of groups adding a name and non-refundable per person deposit WITHIN the 

promo window. Not applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

FREE 

TRANSFERS 
ON ALL 2015 

EUROPE  

VACATIONS*



Helping you plan a lifetime  
of extraordinary trips.

......................2013...........................2014...........................2015...........................2016..........................2017.........................

www.virtuoso.com

Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso® travel advisor ensures  
your RETURN on LIFE®. From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your  

travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor,  
you can meet your match at www.virtuoso.com. 

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Virtuoso®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE®.


