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Welcoming Travelers to the World of Virtuoso

Gourmet getaways 
in Italy, Australia, 

South Africa, 
Morocco, and more

Destination Spas 

12 
Tasteful 
Travels

Relax and recharge at our favorite wellness retreats, 
from Florida to Arizona



Enjoy this issue of VIRTUOSO INSIGHTS brought to you by

The Virtuoso® Network of 300+ Worldwide  
Member Travel Agencies

ARE YOU A VIRTUOSO TRAVELER?
Virtuoso® Travelers want custom experiences and itineraries perfectly suited to their preferences, 
and use a Virtuoso travel advisor to deliver just that. Virtuoso Travelers know the Internet 
isn’t enough, not when it comes to their vacations. They prefer the peace of mind of having a 
professional handle all the details, someone who is their editor of information, their sounding 
board, and their advocate. 

There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service, so  
call on a Virtuoso travel advisor to handle anything from a weekend  
getaway to a trip of a lifetime. 

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel  
advisor, contact us at (800) 953-4274 or travel@virtuoso.com,  
and we’ll introduce you to one. Ask about all the advantages  
of being a Virtuoso Traveler. 

I prefer customized vacations based on my individual preferences

I’d love to have a travel advisor who really knows me

I want in on the perks, benefits, and upgrades available only to Virtuoso Travelers

✓

✓

✓

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Travel and tourism make up one of the largest industries in the world, employing more than 220 million 
people worldwide and generating nearly ten percent of global GDP. Virtuoso is proud to be a member 
of the World Travel & Tourism Council, which works to raise awareness of the importance of this industry.
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Cover photo: Soaking it in at Canyon ranch hotel & Spa, 
Miami Beach; cover/above, third from left ©Canyon ranch.

The Virtuoso 
Traveler  

introducing a few of 
our favorite traveler 
types. What’s yours?

Fit to a Tea  
Brew the perfect 

Asian vacation around 
this refreshing, 

restorative drink.

Peace Out  
relax and recharge 
at these renowned 

destination spas from 
Florida to Arizona.

Tasteful Travels  
Gourmet getaways 
around the globe: 

Mexico, italy, 
Morocco, and more.

14 34 4424 
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Always wanted to be an astronaut? For those who propelled Virgin Galactic  
into the top ten “trips of a lifetime” in Virtuoso’s 2011 Travel Dreams Survey, 
Richard Branson is here to help — as are your Virtuoso travel advisors, of course. 

A foray to the final 
frontier. Spaceship 
Enterprise’s flight tests 

continue to progress 
 — it completed its 
first “feathered” flight 
on May 4 — as do 
Virgin Galactic’s 
plans to blast everyday 
travelers into the stratosphere 
soon. Launching from New Mexico’s 
Spaceport America airfield, passengers will 

rocket to 360,000 feet at three times the speed of sound for about 
five minutes of zero gravity before descending back to terra firma. 

Preparing for your journey involves a medical qualification and 
several days’ instruction at the New Mexico spaceport. Those who 
can’t wait (or want to get a taste without the $200,000 ticket) can 
try one of the exclusive NASTAR (National AeroSpace Training and 
Research) experiences that Virtuoso’s Joshua Bush helped design — 
some of which include Zero-G flights. 

Virgin Galactic’s future astronauts receive invites to VIP parties, hosted trips to Branson’s 
private playground on Necker Island and other exotic locales, the chance to run on Virgin’s 

London Marathon team, and unique access to other aviation-oriented 
events (past events include Spaceship Enterprise’s rollout and the grand 
opening of San Francisco’s Terminal 2).

Virgin Galactic flights from $200,000, exclusively through Virtuoso.

Why not do it yourself? Because you can’t.

TAG IT Seeing is believing: To watch Spaceship Enterprise’s first 
“feathered” flight on your smartphone, download Microsoft’s 
free Tag Reader on your phone at www.gettag.mobi; launch the 
application; then scan this tag.

SPACE TRAVEL

Why Do It Yourself?

Virtuoso AdvAntAge relying on a Virtuoso travel advisor for your vacation planning makes 
a real diFFerenCe in the way you experience travel. 

Advisor Tip: 
“NASTAR is a combination of 
cockpit, wraparound visuals, 
and true g-forces that make the 
simulator an exact representation 
of the launch and re-entry. The 
countdown begins, you’re thrust 
back in your seat, and the g-forces, 
excitement, and noise build until 
the motor stops. Then, utter silence. 
Your muscles relax and you feel 
weightlessness.” 

– Joshua Bush, Virtuoso  
Accredited Space Agent

The experience

TraininG

Special perkS

Grand ToTal

BoTTom line

Advisor Tip: 
“Everyone will enjoy all the perks, 
parties, and add-ons. Virgin 
knows how to treat people.” 

– Michael Broadhurst, Virtuoso  
Accredited Space Agent

From left: Enterprise’s 
wings “feather” (which will 
allow gentle, heat-free 
re-entries) on a May 4 test 
flight; and mother ship Eve 
with Enterprise in tow.



savor… 
IT’S ALL INCLUDED.

Savor extravagant gourmet cuisine prepared by our celebrated chefs, paired with 

exceptional complimentary wines and spirits and presented with impeccable service. 

Dine in elegant surroundings whenever, wherever and with whomever you choose 

in any of our open-seating restaurants at no additional charge. Savor … it’s all included.

BARCELONA TO ISTANBUL | April 30, 2012 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner
2-for-1 Fares from $5,499 per person including $2,500 Bonus Savings 

ROUNDTRIP FT. LAUDERDALE – EASTERN CARIBBEAN

March 8, 2012 | 11 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Navigator
2-for-1 Fares from $5,399 per person including $900 Bonus Savings

Featured Voyages Include: Voyager Club Host, Private Cocktail Reception and Exclusive Shore Event

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Fares are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include all savings. All fares and o� ers are for new bookings only, subject to availability, may not be 
combinable with other o� ers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Air Inclusive Program applies to economy, roundtrip fl ights only 
from select U.S. & Canadian gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, DEN, DFW, EWR, HNL, IAD, IAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MIA, MSP, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YVR and YYZ. 
Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Business Class Air from Honolulu requires surcharge. Government fees and taxes of up to $17 
per person, per day are additional. Advertised fares include all air-related government taxes surcharges and fees. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors 
or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply and can be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ 
Registry: Bahamas and Bermuda. ©2011 Regent Seven Seas Cruises
  MK_FL_11824

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY CRUISE EXPERIENCE

Elegant Ships With All Ocean-View 
Suites, Private Balconies and 

No More Than 700 Guests 

♦  2-for-1 Fares plus additional bonus 

savings of up to $5,000 per suite  

♦ FREE Roundtrip Air 

♦ FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions 

♦ FREE Luxury Hotel Package  

♦   FREE Beverages including 

fi ne wines and premium spirits

♦ FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

♦ FREE Ground Transfers

♦  FREE In-suite mini-bar 

replenished daily

♦  FREE 24-hour room service 

and no additional charge for 

specialty restaurants

MK_FL_11824_OctVirtuosoInsights.indd   1 8/10/11   4:12 PM
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Sanctuary in the City
Find bliss amidst the bustling streets of Toronto at the aptly named Urban Sanctuary 
at The Ritz-Carlton Spa, located within the new 53-story Ritz-Carlton, Toronto. 
Floor-to-ceiling windows let you watch the world go by while you savor signature 
treatments using Niagara Lavender, Québec Sage, and other Canadian ingredients. 
Your Virtuoso Exclusive Spa Package features a CAD300 (approx. US$310) spa credit, 
along with a guaranteed upgrade at time of booking to a Club Level One-Bedroom 
Corner Suite with views of Lake Ontario. (Take advantage of the 20th-floor Club 
Lounge, with its continuous food and beverage service.) Other Virtuoso amenities 
include daily continental breakfast for two, and a CAD100 hotel credit per room,  
per stay. Valid through March 31, 2012. For up-to-the-minute pricing, contact your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

TusCan DELights           
Just beyond Florence lies Castello del Nero, an enchanting boutique hotel situated 
on 700 rolling acres in the Tuscan hills. Within its fresco-covered walls you’ll find 
an exclusive, ESPA destination spa — the area’s first — while the former stables have 
been magically transformed into La Torre restaurant. (The terrace views overlooking 
the Chianti valley are canvas-worthy.) Delight in this three-night, 
Virtuoso Exclusive package highlighted by an afternoon cooking 
class for two with the executive chef, followed by a delicious 
Tuscan repast. Also includes a room upgrade upon arrival, if 
available; daily buffet breakfast included in rates; special 
welcome amenity in room; an EUR50 (approx. US$70) per 
person, per room spa credit (max. EUR100 per room); 
courtesy shuttle to Florence; and much more. Valid 
through December 29, 2012. From EUR1,629 (approx. 
US$2,282) per couple, per three-night package.

The sT. regis Bal harBOur   
Let your private butler carry your 

bags from the prestigious Bal 
harbour Shops — they lie just 

across the street from this 
magnificent, Miami Beach hotel 

opening January 2012. The 
shopping rivals Beverly hills, while 
your refined accommodations with 

“smart” technology and glass-
enclosed balconies vie with the 
world’s finest. Lounge on the 
gorgeous beach in oceanfront 

cabanas complete with flat-panel 
TVs and mini bars. And you’re just 

minutes from seductive South 
Beach. Virtuoso guests enjoy a 
room upgrade upon arrival, if 

available; continental breakfast for 
two daily; and a uS$100 resort 
credit per room, per stay. For 

up-to-the-minute pricing, contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

NEW HOTEL

The city-view swimming pool and (right) 
co-ed relaxation lounge at the Urban 
Sanctuary at The Ritz-Carlton Spa.

Suite Dreams Enjoy special pricing, complimentary amenities, and a host of exClusiVe enTiCemenTs 
when you book your hotel stay through a Virtuoso travel advisor.
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COzY in 
COzumel         
While many travelers simply pass through 
San Miguel on their way to Cozumel’s 
posh resorts, this quaint little city offers a 
wonderful introduction to the island’s 
Mayan community. While cruising the 
Caribbean with Regent Seven Seas 
Cruises, you’ll have a chance to explore 
San Miguel’s charming central zócalo, or 
plaza, and impressive church during your 
full-day excursion with Virtuoso Voyager 
Club. Afterward, pass by Cozumel’s 
celebrated beaches as you head inland to 
ancient San Gervasio; Mayan women 
would make a pilgrimage to this sacred 
archaeological site, dedicated to the 
fertility goddess Ixchel. Then it’s on to 
Pancho’s Backyard for a luncheon of 
regional Mexican dishes complemented 
by margaritas and live marimba music. 
Round-trip Ft. Lauderdale aboard Seven 
Seas Navigator. Eleven-day voyage departs 
February 6, 2012. Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor for up-to-the-minute pricing.

Bangkok Blend         
An eclectic mix of soaring skyscrapers and serene temples, floating markets and  
famous boutiques, gilded palaces and pulsating nightlife, Bangkok’s electric energy is 
not to be missed. Virtuoso Voyager Club ensures you don’t overlook a thing during a 
daylong adventure on your Southeast Asia voyage with Crystal Cruises. Begin at the 
dazzling Grand Palace and its Wat Phra Kaew chapel, home to the Emerald Buddha.  
The most sacred Buddha image in Thailand, it’s carved from a single piece of jade. Board 
a private, long-tailed boat for a scenic cruise along the city’s klongs, or canals, as you 
make your way to the Royal Barges Museum, which houses the elaborate barges used for 
royal ceremonies. Downriver, a feast of Thai specialties awaits at the Mandarin  
Oriental, Bangkok hotel. Singapore to Hong Kong aboard Crystal Serenity. Seventeen-
day voyage departs February 26, 2012. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for up-to-the-
minute pricing.

Virtuoso Voyager Club®

Enjoy the benefits of our premier cruise 
enhancement program, including:

• The company of a dedicated onboard host
• A private shipboard cocktail reception
• The camaraderie of like-minded travelers
• An exclusive, cultural shore excursion

it’s all gratis, simply for booking select cruises 
through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Cruiser’s delight: 
Crystal Serenity at sea.

A peaceful passageway 
in San Miguel.

smooth SAiling You’re entitled to the unrivalled PriVilege, PresTige, and Camaraderie that come 
with being a member of Voyager Club, Virtuoso’s premier cruise advantage program.



TIMELESS DESTINATIONS

*Conditions Apply: Prices do not include airfare. Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations. Tour
and land packages do not include meals unless otherwise indicated. Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Availability is limited. Rates are subject
to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the full price
paid depending on the package and when it is cancelled. Government imposed hotel and resort taxes and fees
may not be reflected in the advertised price and may be payable directly to the hotel and resort. Other restrictions
may apply and vary by resort. Europe valid for travel thru 4/30/12. CST#2007207-30 ADV#582 SS 8/11

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Hotel Ritz Madrid FROM $599*

INCLUDES 3 nights. FEATURES buffet
breakfast daily & Flamenco & Tapas at
Florida Park. EXCLUSIVE 3rd night free.

InterContinental
Paris Le Grand FROM $989*

INCLUDES 3 nights. FEATURES buffet
breakfast daily & Reims & Champagne Tour.

Rocco Forte
Hotel de Russie FROM $1559*

INCLUDES 4 nights. FEATURES buffet
breakfast daily & Cooking Lesson in the Roman
Countryside. EXCLUSIVE 4th night free.

MADRID - 5-star PARIS - 5-star ROME - 5-star

Additional hotels & longer stays available. Prices do not include airfare. Ask about air-inclusive rates from your city.

ADV 582:ADV 4822/23 8/2/11 10:33 AM Page 1
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GoinG green Virtuoso travel providers are taking the helm of susTainaBle TraVel 
to help preserve our delicate environment.

the root Cause
The commitment to sustainable travel grows deep at Fairmont Hotels & Resorts. The company was one of the first in the industry 
to implement environmentally conscious practices with its Green Partnership program, and its joint Eco-Innovations projects with 
local communities help bring awareness to such vital issues as protecting our coral reefs. 
 In celebration of UNESCO’s International Year of the Forest campaign, Fairmont recently unveiled its 2011 collection of green 
experiences at select properties around the globe. These Take Root at Fairmont vacations offer socially responsible travelers the chance 
to explore nearby parks, forests, and fragile landscapes while learning to be good stewards of our planet. At the Fairmont Kea Lani 
in Maui, for example, guests can join the Pacific Whale Foundation in maintaining ocean-side trails and removing invasive plants 
from Haleakala National Park. Even urban hotels such as London’s Savoy are getting into the act, with a special package that includes 
airport transfers via a hybrid vehicle, organic meals, and a “Green Butler” to help arrange nature walks and cycling tours. Ask your 
Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

saVe ThE WAvES
Ever aware of our fragile oceans, Azamara Club Cruises continues to expand its 
important Save the Waves program. Established in 1992 to help protect the world’s 
seas and marine life, this innovative initiative features crew-wide practices in the 
“Three Rs” — reduce, reuse, and recycle — and novel ways to go beyond compliance 
with industry regulations. What’s more, the cruise line’s charitable arm, The Ocean 
Fund, provides financial support to a variety of marine conservation organizations 
such as Island Dolphin Care and The Nature Conservancy. For more information on 
cruising with Azamara Club Cruises, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Towering bamboo 
plants line the 
Pipiwai Trail in 

haleakala National 
Park, Maui.

Atlantic 
spotted 
dolphins 
swim the 
ocean blue.
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A land 
so culturally 
rich, even the
cuisine reaches 
World Heritage status.
 
So, you say you’ve tasted every Mexican dish from 
ceviche to chilorio. But have you tried avocado ravioli 
stuffed with shrimp picadilo? Or filet of branzino served 
with mango-jicama salsa?
 
Satisfy your appetite for adventure while savoring some of 
the world’s finest gastronomy in Mexico. Here traditional 
cuisine of corn, chili, and beans is such an integral part of 
the lifestyle, it was recently declared an Intangible Cultural 
Heritage by UNESCO.
 

Michoacán Soul
Often called “the soul of Mexico,” the western state 
of Michoacán claims culinary roots that stretch back 
more than a millennium. Nearly 40 different languages 
are spoken here, with each indigenous group relishing 
their own unique recipes. Corn is key here, and you’ll 
find all varieties of tamales, corundas and uchepos, as 
well as the masa-based drink, atole. Morixqueta, a hot 
dish made with rice and chorizo, is among Michoacán’s 
most famous, while chefs such as Rubi Silva are earning 
raves for their eclectic fare. Try her Jahuácatas pork at 
Los Mirasoles restaurant in Morelia, followed by a sweet 
treat such as ates (fruit jellies).

guanajuato

MICHoaCán

MoRELoS YuCatan

CaMPECHE

QuIntana Roo

RivieRa
maya

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor 
to create a custom itinerary for your 

taste buds in Mexico.

Mexico_Insights_final.indd   2 9/2/11   9:14 AM



MoreloS Magic
Minute in size, Morelos looms large with
attractions: Xochicalco archeological site,
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, 
modern upscale resorts, natural hot springs, 
and an ideal climate. Stop by Reposado for 
nouvelle Mexican such as huitlacoche fondue 
and salmon in adobo. For more indigenous 
flavor, head to one of the nearby Nahua villages 
such as Tlayacapan, famous for its hand-
decorated earthenware, or Hueyapan, where 
streets are adorned with succulent fresh fruits 
and some 15 species of mushrooms that grow 
wild. Food is a ritual in these parts, and many 
festivals revolve around culinary offerings.

Mexico_Insights_final.indd   3 9/2/11   9:14 AM



Youthful
Yucatan PeninSula
Situated in southeastern Mexico along its 
namesake peninsula, Yucatan is one state that 
really has it all — from major archaeological 
sites such as Chichen Itza and charming colonial 
towns like Valladolid to romantic haciendas, 
fascinating underground caves and stunning 
beaches. Yet Yucatan offers a plethora of 
gastronomic attractions, as well, mixing Mayan 
staples such as chicken, pork and seafood with 
influences from Europe and nearby islands. 
(Think bursts of lime, banana, orange and chile.) 
Learn the local secrets at Los Dos Cooking School, 
headed by acclaimed Chef David Sterling and 
lauded by the likes of Martha Stewart and 
Mexicophile Rick Bayless. 

Mexico_Insights_final.indd   4 9/2/11   9:14 AM



colorful 
caMPeche
Westernmost of the three Yucatan states,
Campeche invites with its ancient cities
like Edzna and Calakmul, and its beautiful
colonial namesake capital. It was here 
where the Spanish first landed on Mexican 
soil, making contact with the local Mayan 
and changing their cuisine forever.  Today 
Campeche’s cuisine is a combination of the 
regional ingredients and European flavors. 
The wide variety includes seafood, panuchos 
(cornmeal cakes), empanadas (turnover 
pies), tamales and pickled vine shoots, crab 
legs, the delicious papaché which grows in 
mangroves, different recipes for octopus 
and calamari, the world’s tastiest shrimp 
and a variety of fish.

riviera
MaYa DreaMS
Blessed with miles of perfect white sand Caribbean 
beaches and bordered by the Mesoamerican Coral 
Reef, the Riviera Maya is a world class destination 
with a unique combination of attractions. Here 
you’ll find some of the most spectacular cenotes 
formed by the world’s largest underground river 
system, the Sian Ka’an biosphere reserve and the 
Maya sites of Tulum and Coba. Mayan influences 
can still be found in flavorful dishes such as the 
traditional Tikin Xic fish and the freshest Conch 
Ceviche. The local flavors and a wonderful fusion 
of international fare await the most demanding 
palates in surprising settings that go from beach 
palapas and quaint bistros, to award winning 
luxury restaurants.

Mexico_Insights_final.indd   5 9/2/11   9:14 AM



Everyone has a go-to vacation when it’s time 
to recharge. When we pored over the results 
of Virtuoso’s 2011 Travel Dreams Survey, 
personalities emerged based on destinations 
and activities you prefer, gender, and even 
the ages of your kids. Our findings could fill 
an entire issue, but we’d like to introduce a 
few of our favorite traveler types. 
What’s yours? 

INTERVIEWS BY
DAVID HOCHMAN

The 
Virtuoso 
Traveler

The adVenTurer

The Family

The BeaChgOer

The CulTure seeker

The Cruisers

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s14



“I hate the gray cubicle,” Eleanor Dickinson says. An artist, 
dreamer, and adventure traveler extraordinaire, Dickinson 
has tried advertising and graphic design. “Life is too short 
not to do something more rewarding,” she explains. The past 
few years, she’s planned far-flung journeys with Virtuoso 
travel advisor Ellison Poe of Little Rock to spark ideas for 
photography, painting, and a new boutique she’s starting. 
You can view some of her work at www.eleanordickinson.
dphoto.com. 

Where have you traveled recently?
“In the past five years, I’ve summited Kilimanjaro, trekked 
the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu, hiked the Annapurnas in 
Nepal, explored South Africa and the northern parts of  
India, and gone off the map in the Caribbean.” 

What does “off the map” look like?
“It’s very flat, but it’s something else! Anegada [the 
northernmost of the British Virgin Islands] is the quirkiest 
place I’ve ever been. Ten days there and nothing to do or see 
other than watch flamingos and sheep. And cows! I came 
home painting purple cows because that’s how the ones on 
the beach looked to me.”

What’s the joy of adventure travel? 
“It’s everything the status quo is not: Climbing Kilimanjaro, 
for instance, is like being on another planet. Nothing is 

alive. It’s just black lava rock. The night sky is unfathomably 
beautiful. Being there is thrilling, reassuring, peaceful, and a 
little bit scary. Nothing is more intriguing or invigorating.” 

How do you translate your travels into art? 
“By collecting things — I keep every receipt, sugar packet, 
even trash off the ground. I create scrapbooks as I go and 
take as many as 2,000 photographs to remember every step 
along the way.” 

Pick your top travel splurge. 
“The Singita Sabora Tented Camp in Tanzania. I don’t usually 
go fancy, but this place was out-of-control amazing. You’re 
in the middle of a game preserve in a gorgeous tent with 
campaign furniture, old chests, and Persian rugs. Lions pass 
your door. Masai warriors escort you everywhere. You can 
even play tennis out there as giraffes stand around staring 
at you.” 

What’s the power of an expert travel advisor?
“You don’t want to mess around in places like Africa and 
Nepal. Ellison finds me the most reputable guides, the safest 
camps, the most trusted accommodations. I love going 
remote, but I want to come back alive and happy.” 

Eleanor 
Dickinson, 38 
liTTle rOCk, arkansas

drawn to: Antarctica, Kenya, and new zealand. Love communing 
with nature, hot-air ballooning, and sustainable travel.

Tend to skip: France and italy. Avoid Michelin-star restaurants, 
cruising, and, surprisingly, whale-watching.

The adVenTurer

Adventurers

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s 15
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A 12-day jaunt around the Caribbean in 1993 hooked Judi 
and Scott Dalton on cruising. The retirees have since taken 
many more on some 11 different lines — including this 
year’s 145-day around-the-world journey aboard Regent’s 
Seven Seas Voyager, on which we caught up with Judi between 
Oman and Jordan. Virtuoso travel advisor Phyl Andersen 
of San Clemente, California, keeps the Daltons’ itineraries 
shipshape. 

What do you love most about cruising? 
“It’s as hassle-free as travel gets. There’s no packing and 
unpacking, no checking in and out of hotels. The service is 
five star, and you know it’s going to stay that way. We’ve 
traveled extensively by car, train, and plane  — we just like 
cruising better.” 

Do you ever get seasick? 
“Scott does, but he’s managed to avoid it on the last few 
cruises. Today’s vessels minimize turbulence — plus, our 
cruise time has resulted in pretty good sea legs.”

What’s one of your favorite ports of call?
“Chennai, India. While it’s not a typical tourist destination, 
Phyl helped get us there to visit the town of Salem, where 
we sponsor a child. It was our first face-to-face meeting 
after knowing Nisha, a beautiful 11-year-old, only through 
photographs and letters for seven years. It was so inspiring 
to see that we’d made a difference in her life.” 

Ever miss a boat?
“We almost did in Santorini, when the mules we had to ride 
down the steep slope to the dock decided to retire for the day. 
We made it just as the ship blew its final warning whistle.”

Where’s the best shopping?
“The Dubai Mall has more than 1,000 stores — and not a 
Dollar General among them.” 

How do you stay in touch with friends and family? 
“It’s difficult. Our family calls us ‘the gypsies.’ Our blog 
[www.daltoncruisers.wordpress.com] sometimes gets 125 
hits a day, which I suspect means people back home are 
checking in on us.” 

Has it all been smooth sailing? 
“No! On our around-the-world trip, we’ve sailed near 
the devastating earthquake in Christchurch; the floods 
in Brisbane, Australia; a cyclone near Cairns, Australia; 
the horrible Japanese earthquake and tsunami; a border 
dispute between Cambodia and Thailand; pirate activity 
near Somalia; and political unrest in much of the  
Middle East. For a while, we thought we were sailing on the 
Flying Dutchman.”

Name something that’s always in your cabin.
“A small clock that remains on ‘home’ time. We will go 
home one day.”   

The Daltons: 
Judi, 69, and Scott, 70 
hudsOn, OhiO

The Cruisers

drawn to: Long vacations (three or more a year). The Mediterranean (under 
35 years old), Alaska (ages 35 to 49), and world voyages (50 and older).

Tend to skip: Weekend getaways, active vacations, and independent travel.
Cruisers
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For those who enjoy wining and dining as much as the adventure of small-ship travel, Silversea offers a

mouth-watering choice of ultra-luxury voyages featuring L’École des Chefs, the only Relais & Châteaux

cooking school at sea. These epicurean odysseys combine some of the world’s most flavourful destinations

with a hand’s-on curriculum created exclusively for Silversea by the Grands

Chefs Relais & Châteaux. Watch culinary demonstrations that reveal the

secrets of signature dishes. Join the chef on a provisioning trip to a local

market (itinerary permitting). Enjoy an escorted outing to a local restaurant or

even a Relais & Châteaux property where an eminent chef reveals his talents. 

These beautiful journeys are a feast for foodies, luxurious voyages aboard

intimate ships that meld fascinating destinations with an enriching array of

entertaining and enticing events. Choose your favourite course and enjoy!
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For years, Gina and Russ Wilcox dreamed of taking a 
’round-the-world journey with their kids, but life kept 
interfering — work, school, soccer practice. Then in 2009, 
Russ sold E Ink, a company that makes screens for Amazon’s 
Kindle reader, and it was time to hit the road. Austin-based 
Virtuoso travel advisor Samantha McClure was ready with 
a global game plan. 

How many countries in all?
Russ: “Thirty-two total. We started in Athens in July 2010 
and ended a year later in The Seychelles. We called it 365 
Saturdays because we wanted to feel the freedom of a 
perpetual weekend.” (Read about their endless weekend at 
www.365saturdays.org.) 

What’s the best part of traveling this way? 
Gina: “We focused on deep experiences. Instead of just 
visiting the required museums and monuments, we took 
calligraphy from the head of the calligraphy museum in 
Xi’an, China, where calligraphy was invented. Or learned 
to make curry in India. Or discovered Turkey in a hot-air 
balloon over Cappadocia.” 

What was the rockiest moment?
Russ: “Tokyo Disney during the earthquake. Carter and I 
were waiting to get onto a ride, and we thought the shaking 
was part of the attraction. But then everyone around us 
fell to their knees and went pale and silent. We were stuck 
overnight with 40,000 at the park.” 

Gina: “That’s when Sam McClure stepped in.” 

How did she help? 
Russ: “We managed to get a flight out to Korea immediately, 
and Sam juggled our entire itinerary while we were in the 
air to Sydney. We couldn’t have done it without her.” 

How does a family pack for a year? 
Russ: “Great luggage is essential. We each have Eagle Creek 
Hovercraft upright rolling bags, JanSport AirLift backpacks, 
99-cent nylon bags in different colors to keep our laundry 
separate, and REI’s collapsible nylon duffel for souvenirs. 
If that bag gets full, it’s time to ship the contents home.” 

What was most surprising about life on the road?
Gina: “How expensive it is to ship souvenirs.” 
Russ: “Watching the kids get up and do their homework — 
on their own.”

How did you motivate them? 
Gina: “The payoff for finishing would be a trip that day  
to the Pyramids or the Great Wall or the temples of  
Angkor Wat.” 
Russ: “We called it Road School. The idea was to learn 
about the world by reading about it and experiencing it. 
And that wasn’t just for the kids, but for Gina and me 
too. Religions, art, language, transportation, sociology, 
psychology. In short, it was how to be a map ninja.” 

The Wilcoxes: 
Gina, 42; Russ, 43; Katherine, 10; Carter, 13
naTiCk, massaChuseTTs

drawn to: Beach resorts (especially hawaii’s), national parks, and European 
villas. Theme parks.

Tend to skip: river cruises, romantic holidays, and theme parks — when 
asked what they honestly prefer.

Families

The Family
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You’ll go from mountains to lakes to green forests to glaciers, 
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destinations in the region, South America is closer than ever. 

LAN. Fly South America’s best network.
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NATURAL SKYSCRAPERS
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Road warrior Harvey Lewis travels more than six months a 
year for Caprice Textiles, the venerable family business he 
runs in Australia. So when it comes to vacations with his 
wife, Janette, he expects to get it right. His genie? Virtuoso 
travel advisor Suzanne Duzenman of Melbourne, who 
bases Lewis’ time off mostly around white sand, turquoise 
waters, and not worrying about a single thing. 

Why beaches?
“Beach resorts offer a place and time to switch off from 
the world and recharge. Peace, sun, and water provide the 
ultimate way to relax.”

Describe the perfect resort.
“A place where you’re known by name, where someone is 
never too far with a menu or fresh towel, where the food 
is first-rate, and where nothing is an issue. At night, if 
you have a button missing on your swimsuit, you come 
back and find it replaced. That’s why I tend to stay at Four 
Seasons beach resorts.” 

When does the value of a great travel advisor 
become clear?
“Often, but particularly in an emergency. In 2005, I was 
sitting by the beach in Krabi, Thailand, when the tsunami 
hit. My wife and two kids were with me. We had to run 
to get away from waves. It was a pretty scary experience, 
but we were grateful because we had originally planned to 
be in Phuket. Suzanne managed to get us out quickly and 
safely when everyone else was still scrambling.” 

Harvey Lewis, 52 
melBOurne, ausTralia

drawn to: Australia, Greece, French 
Polynesia, and italy. Often found playing 
sports or at the spa.

Tend to skip: China, new zealand, and 
group tours. Least likely to show up on 
expedition cruises or in foreign language 
immersion programs.

The BeaChgOer

Richard Rossi favors “offbeat cultural immersion” over 
the well-trod path for his frequent trips with his wife, 
Lisa, 50, and teenage children, Will and Anna. As CEO 
of Envision EMI, Rossi creates conferences on leadership 
and success for high-achieving young people. He’s a high 
achiever himself, even on vacation. Virtuoso travel advisor 
Anne Morgan Scully of McLean, Virginia, keeps the Rossis 
off the straight and narrow.  

What’s unusual about the way you travel? 
“We figure out where the tourists go. Then we head 
somewhere else.”

Interesting. For example? 
“In Accra, Ghana, there’s no tourist culture worth 
mentioning, but we spent two weeks there with our kids. 
We met with folks who run AIDS clinics, families growing 
cocoa, tribal leaders of various villages. Too often travel 
ends up being a sanitized experience. We prefer seeking 
out the real deal.”

So, you never just go sightseeing?
“We do, but we don’t like feeling herded. In Vatican City, 
for instance, Virtuoso secured permission for us to visit 
a mosaic workshop normally closed to the public. Our 
kids were able to observe and even assist in creating these 
magnificent works of art. It was a way to really dive into 
the art experience.” 

Richard Rossi, 56  
greenwiCh, COnneCTiCuT

drawn to: hiking vacations, checking off 
all seven continents, and foreign language 
immersion. Dream of China and France.

Tend to skip: Fishing. Also, Australia. 
happy to leave beaches to others unless 
they’re historically significant.

The CulTure seeker

Beachgoers Culture Seekers
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Make your plans now for the 2nd annual Barbados Food & Wine and 

Rum Festival on November 18-21, 2011. Taste magnifi cently prepared 

cuisine and sip from the fi nest wines and Bajan rums. It’s the most 

delicious fun you’ll ever experience. To start planning your visit, go to 

FoodWineRum.com or call 1-866-280-4482 for ticket information.

TAKE EIGHT WORLD-CLASS CHEFS

ADD ONE ACCLAIMED WINE EXPERT

SPLASH GENEROUSLY WITH RUM

MIX WELL WITH BEAUTIFUL ISLAND SCENERY AND SUGAR SOFT BEACHES

SCAN FOR DETAILS
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*According to the over 6,000 travel advisors of Virtuoso Travel Network, and readers of both Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to 
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2011-2012 DATES ITINERARY DAYS FROM/TO FARES FROM

SEABOURN PRIDE

NOV 10 WONDERS OF EGYPT & ARABIA  18 Athens to Dubai $4,799

NOV 28 JEWELS OF INDIA & ARABIA II 16 Dubai to Singapore $4,299 

NOV 10 EGYPT, ARABIA & INDIA 34 Athens to Singapore $7, 999 

FEB 1, MAR 14 VIETNAM & THAILAND 14 Hong Kong to Singapore $4,999 

JAN 18, FEB 29 THAILAND & VIETNAM 14 Singapore to Hong Kong $4,999 

FEB 15 ANDAMAN SEA ADVENTURE 14 Round-trip Singapore $4,999 
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DEC 9 BELIZE, PANAMA & COSTA RICA 14 Fort Lauderdale to Puerto Caldera  $4,299 

DEC 23, JAN 20 COSTA RICA, PANAMA & BELIZE 14 Puerto Caldera to Fort Lauderdale $4,499 

FEB 17, 24 CARIBBEAN HIDEAWAYS 7 Round-trip Charlotte Amalie $2,899 

SEABOURN LEGEND

DEC 2 KINGDOMS OF THE SUN III 18 Athens to Dubai $4,799 

DEC 20 INDIAN OCEAN HOLIDAY 14 Dubai to Mumbai $6,499 

JAN 3 INDIA & ASIAN WONDERS 12 Mumbai to Singapore $3,999 

JAN 15, FEB 6 GEMS OF THE JAVA SEA 10 Singapore to Bali $4,799 

JAN 25, FEB 16 BALI & BEYOND 12 Bali to Singapore $5,599 

JAN 15, FEB 6 BALI & JAVA ADVENTURE 22 Round-trip Singapore $9,499 

SEABOURN ODYSSEY

DEC 20 PANAMA CANAL HOLIDAY 16  Fort Lauderdale to Los Angeles $6,999 

SEABOURN SOJOURN

DEC 5, JAN 3 PATAGONIAN PASSAGE EAST 14 Valparaiso to Buenos Aires $4,999

NOV 21 PATAGONIAN PASSAGE WEST 14 Buenos Aires to Valparaiso $4,999

JAN 31 TREASURES OF THE INCA COAST II 17 Valparaiso to Fort Lauderdale $6,599

DEC 19 PATAGONIAN HOLIDAY 15 Buenos Aires to Valparaiso $6,999

FEB 17, 27 CARIBBEAN SOJOURN 10 Round-trip Fort Lauderdale $3,999
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Fit to aTea
Brew the Perfect Asian Vacation 
      Around This refreshing, restorative Drink

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s24

In China, organic tea 
gardens embellish the town 

of Enshi and (opposite) 
tea time in Shantou.



For such a tiny plant, 
tea has played a titanic 
role on the world 
stage. Central to sacred 
ceremonies and social 
rituals for thousands of 
years, its leaves have 
predicted the future, built 
empires, and been the 
catalyst for revolutions.
 revered since China’s second 

Celestial Emperor, Shen nung, is said 

to have discovered it when loose 

leaves blew into his hot water, tea 

is the ultimate tonic. it can pick one 

up, or calm one down. A hot cup 

soothes upset stomachs, and aids in 

recovery from a cold or flu; secret 

blends are said to cure everything 

from depression to diabetes. Even 

medical science has recognized the 

value of antioxidants in green and 

black tea for fighting free radicals, 

lowering cholesterol, and reducing 

the risk of cancer.

 Today you can find thousands 

of varieties of tea, some of which 

fetch up to $1,500 per pound. Many 

are produced in Asia’s so-called 

“Tea Belt,” which stretches from 

the Assam state in india to the 

Chinese province of zhejiang. 

Whether you want to experience a 

traditional Japanese tea ceremony, 

or sample all the teas in China, your 

Virtuoso travel advisor can create a 

personalized vacation that fits 

you to a ‘T.’

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s 25
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China
The Chinese literally wrote the book on tea — at least, the Chinese monk Lu Yu did. The sage devoted his life to 
studying the beverage, and his definitive tome, written around AD 800, elevated him to near living sainthood. Tea was so 
prized in ancient China, generals often preferred payment in rare leaves than in landholdings. And the preparation and 
drinking of it became a symbolic ritual for contemplating the meaning of life.
 The country held a global monopoly on tea until the 19th century, when 
India and Ceylon began to grow the plant. Yet China still remains the world’s 
largest supplier of all varieties except for black. (The Chinese themselves 
consume mostly green tea.) The majority of tea crops are concentrated in 
the provinces of Sichuan, Fujian, Yunnan, Anhui, Hunan, and Zhejiang. 
Zhejiang’s capital, Hangzhou, is famous for its Longjing tea as well as its 
natural beauty, particularly ethereal West Lake. An ancient Chinese saying 
humbly states: “In heaven there is paradise; on Earth, there are Hangzhou  
and Suzhou.”

doing it: Sit down to a 
sacred Longjing tea ceremony 

as you explore heavenly 
hangzhou with imperial Tours. 

Visit the city’s tea museum, 
tour West Lake by gondola, 

visit an historic Buddhist 
temple, and savor an exquisite 

banquet featuring some of 
China’s finest cuisine. Arranged 
by private basis only; ask your 

Virtuoso travel advisor 
for details.

Clockwise from left: All 
the tea in China; steeped 
in tradition; and high tea 
at the Taiji Teahouse in 
hangzhou. 
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Japan

India

China may be the birthplace of the tea ceremony, but the 
Japanese elevated it to an art form. The drink was introduced 
to the island nation in 1191 by another Buddhist monk, Yeisei. 
Studying in a Chinese monastery, Yeisei — called the “Father 
of Tea” in Japan — witnessed the role tea played in religious 
practices; after he brought this magical elixir to his homeland, 
it quickly was adopted by Japanese high society. The elegant 
ritual soon became an integral part of the culture; even Samurai 
warriors and feudal lords would negotiate over the liquid liturgy.
 By the 16th century, the Japanese “Way of Tea” had evolved 
into the formal ceremony we know today. While the country 
once grew most varieties, nearly all of the tea now produced in 
Japan is green. The major growing regions 
include Kagoshima, Mie, and Shizuoka 
Prefecture, the “Kingdom of Green Tea.” 
Besides traditional tea rituals, Shizuoka 
invites with its beautiful Izu Peninsula, 
ancient castle ruins, onsens (natural 
hot springs), and charming ryokans, or 
traditional inns.

Tea has been cultivated in northeastern India for thousands of 
years, growing indigenously in Upper Assam. (Its medicinal use in the 
Himalaya is mentioned in the Ramayana, an ancient Sanskrit epic.) Yet 
commercial production didn’t begin here until the early 1800s, when 
the East India Company began growing the crop in the then-British 
colony. The country’s first tea estate was established in 1836; by 1900, 
almost the entire Assam Valley was dedicated to growing tea, along 
with cultivable land in the Himalayan foothills and even South India. 
 Tea is still the second largest industry in India, although today 
nearly three-quarters of the brew is consumed within the country 
itself — perhaps because many blends, including the gourmet-favored 
Darjeeling, are unique to India. Besides its namesake tea, Darjeeling has 
long lured adventurers with its stunning treks, famous Tiger Hill, and 
World Heritage–designated Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, a miniature 
steam engine affectionately known as the “Toy Train.”

doing it: Thanks to the experts at Boutique 
JTB, Virtuoso guests are privy to an exclusive tea 
ceremony at a Kyoto temple closed to the general 

public. in this serene setting, sipping from your 
personally chosen, handcrafted Kiyomizu-yaki cup, 
you’ll be immersed in the very essence of Japanese 

culture. Arranged by private basis only; ask your 
Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

doing it: Spend three nights at the unique 
Glenburn Tea Estate outside Darjeeling as part of 

your private, 12-day Eastern himalayan exploration 
with greaves Tours. inspired by the world’s great 

vineyards, this fifth-generation tea plantation offers 
guests a rare chance to experience tea from crop to 
cup. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

A traditional tea ceremony in 
Kyoto and (below) harvest season 

in Shizuoka Prefecture,  
the “Kingdom of Green Tea.” 

Tea reapers in 
Darjeeling and (below) 
pick your potion.



Your pampering treatment begins with champagne 
on your balcony while your butler unpacks your 
luggage. Your concierge will help plan each day, from 
scheduling rejuvenating spa treatments to arranging 
romantic dinners. Take in ever-changing views from 
your suite’s dramatic floor-to-ceiling windows, relax 
in the private courtyard, and drift off each night into 
the most comfortable sleep at sea.

Offer valid for Villa or Suite reservations on select sailings nine months or greater prior to departure. Onboard credit and fares are shown in U.S. dollars. Fares are cruise only, per person, based on double occupancy. Onboard 
Credit amount is per stateroom, based on cruise length booked and will be applied to the first two guests in the stateroom. Mini-Suites are excluded. Onboard Credit has no cash value and is not transferable. Government 
taxes and fees are additional. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for additional details, fees, terms and conditions that may apply. Offers are based on availability, are capacity controlled, and combinability with other offers 
is subject to change or cancellation at any time per NCL discretion. Promotion ends December 31, 2011. Norwegian and Virtuoso are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2011 NCL Corporation

Experience The Haven

NorwegiaN jade • 7-day Greek Isles
round-trip Venice • Departs 8/4/12 – 10/6/12
Suite fares from $2,409

NorwegiaN ePiC • 7-day Western Mediterranean
round-trip Barcelona • Departs 8/5/12 – 10/14/12
Suite fares from $2,709

NorwegiaN gem • 9-day Eastern Caribbean
round-trip New York • Departs 10/20/12 – 12/31/12
Suite fares from $1,919

NorwegiaN jade • 10-day Eastern Mediterranean
round-trip rome • 10/31/12 – 12/12/12
Suite fares from $2,089

NorwegiaN ePiC • 7-day Eastern Caribbean
round-trip miami • 11/3/12 – 12/29/12
Suite fares from $1,949

Enjoy up to $300 onboard 
credit when you book your
Suite or Villa with your 
Virtuoso travel advisor.

NCLInSights571110_final.indd   1 8/30/11   9:32 AM



Although it claims more than 150 tea gardens and produces exceptional Pekoe and Fanning blends, Bangladesh has struggled to make 
a name for itself on the world tea stage. The industry here dates back to the 1840s; the first commercial garden in Sylhet was established 
in 1857. Yet after Bangladesh’s war for liberation in 1971, tea cultivation suffered dramatically; today the tiny country produces two 
percent of the world’s tea, although very little is exported. The Sylhet region is worth a visit not only to taste fine brews (including 
the popular “five-color tea,” which layers five different varieties in 
one cup), but also for its wonderful cuisine. Its hilly countryside 
produces ingredients found nowhere else, including the citrus fruit 

shatkora, which adds a 
tangy twist to delicate, 
freshwater lake fish. 

While tea now plays a major role in the Sri Lankan economy —  
it accounts for more than 15 percent of the island nation’s GDP — it 

didn’t appear here until 1824. That year, a member of 
the East India Company brought the strange plant from 
China to then-Ceylon, where it was displayed in the Royal 
Botanical Gardens in Peradeniya. Another 40 years would 
pass before the first tea estate was established, yet the 
crop soon exceeded coffee production on the tiny island. 
The unique rainfall and weather patterns in the central 
highlands — most notably the Kandy District — are ideal 
for nearly year-round cultivation of high-quality teas, 
including the rich-flavored Ceylon black tea. The town 
of Nuwara Eliya, with its lush, terraced hills and birder-
favorite Victoria Park, is particularly appealing.
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Bangladesh

doing it: Pluck tea like a local at a nuwara Eliya plantation, just one 
of the highlights of your personalized, eight-day Sri Lanka experience with 

absolute Travel. Visit an elephant orphanage, stroll the beautiful Peradeniya 
Botanical Garden, and explore the ancient ruins at Sigiriya with its formidable 

“Lion rock” fortress. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

doing it: Get off the beaten track — in 
bespoke style, of course — on a Bangladesh 

tour with remote lands. Bike and hike through 
Sylhet’s terraced tea fields, stopping to visit with 
an estate owner and taste his flavorful product. 

Sample “five-color tea,” a local specialty, and visit 
the informative Bangladesh Tea research institute. 

Arranged by private basis only; contact your 
Virtuoso travel advisor for details. VI

Sri Lanka 
(formerly Ceylon)

Tea leaves foretell a tasty 
future in the fields and (above) 
storehouses of Nuwara Eliya. 

"Five-color tea" and 
(right) fresh produce 
on display at a 
market in Sylhet.



†$50 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only, expires at the end of that voyage and is not redeemable for cash. Onboard credit is quoted in 
U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. Chocolate covered strawberries are subject to availability. *$1590 fare is based on category BE on Crown Princess® sailing 4/28/2012. $1990 fare is based on category BB on Emerald 
Princess® sailing 4/26/2012. $1590 fare is based on category BE on Ruby Princess® sailing 4/22/2012, on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy 
and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. Government fees and taxes of up to $120.00 per person are additional, are subject to change and 
may be higher for Canadian residents. Princess reserves the right to impose a Fuel Supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already 
been paid in full. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including shipboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of 
the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Ask about our optional air add-on program. Please refer 
to the applicable Princess Cruises’ brochure or princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. ©2010 Princess Cruises. Ships of Bermudan registry.

Escape completely® to Europe
with Princess Cruises.®

Exclusive offer: Receive up to $50 onboard credit & chocolate strawberries†

Enjoy the Sanctuary & wellness lectures while cruising the Atlantic Ocean 
before landing in storybook ports to experience & enjoy European wines. 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to escape completely today!

14-Day Roman Passage Cruise
Crown Princess® | Sail from Ft. Lauderdale to Rome | 4/28/12

balcony fares from

$1,590*

16-Day Northern Europe Passage
Emerald Princess® | Ft. Lauderdale to Copenhagen | 4/26/12

balcony fares from

$1,990*

14-Day Mediterranean Passage
Ruby Princess® | Ft. Lauderdale to Barcelona | 4/22/12

balcony fares from

$1,590*

Princess Virtuoso Insgts Ad 0711 Final.indd   1 8/2/11   9:59 AM



PassionPassion
A N  A F F O R D A B L E  L U X U R Y

True passion is born when a team is devoted to 
perfection. Oceania Cruises’ chefs present the 
finest culinary experience at sea as inspired by 
Master Chef Jacques Pépin. Dine whenever you 
wish and with whomever you choose in our 
complimentary gourmet restaurants. Immerse 
yourself in the cuisine and culture of more than 
300 global destinations. Or simply relax with a 
massage in our Canyon Ranch SpaClub®.

*Offers expire December 31, 2011.  Bonus savings are per stateroom based on double occupancy. All advertised fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be 
combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. 
Cruise-related Government Fees and Taxes of up to $17 per guest per day are additional. For itineraries shown with multiple departures, sailing prices may vary and any “Fares From” pricing is based on Category G. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply 
and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1 and Special Offer fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the 
last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” 
promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD, DEN, DFW, EWR, IAH, LAX, MIA, IAD, JFK, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YYC, 
YYZ, YVR. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, 
including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may 
apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. OCT1109

Our passion is Value without compromise.

Africa | Asia | Australia | Caribbean | Europe | South America | South Pacific 

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $8,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,049 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

MEDITERRANEAN TAPESTRY | MAY 2 & OCT 26, 2012
ATHENS TO BARCELONA | 10 DAYS | MARINA - NAUTICA

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $12,198 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$5,099 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

MAJESTIC MASTERPIECES | MAY 24, 2012
BARCELONA TO COPENHAGEN | 16 DAYS | NAUTICA

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $7,998 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$2,749 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

PEARLS OF THE AEGEAN | APR 22 & OCT 4, 2012
VENICE TO ATHENS | 10 DAYS | MARINA - RIVIERA

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $8,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,049 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

GREEK GLORY | MAY 6 & AUG 3, 2012
ISTANBUL TO VENICE | 10 DAYS | RIVIERA

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $10,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$4,799 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE  

EXOTIC LANDS | JUN 5 & SEP 2, 2012
BARCELONA TO LISBON | 12 DAYS | RIVIERA

FULL BROCHURE FARES

FROM  $8,598 PER GUEST*

 

SPECIAL OFFER FARES 

FROM  
$3,049 PER GUEST*

WITH FREE AIRFARE 

AZURE COASTS | AUG 23 & OCT 16, 2012
ROME TO BARCELONA | 10 DAYS | RIVIERA  - NAUTICA

n  UP TO $2,500 BONUS SAVINGS*

n 2 FOR 1 CRUISE FARES*

n FREE AIRFARE*

n VIRTUOSO BENEFIT  
   FREE PRE-PAID GRATUITIES*

2012 European Collection

OCT1109 Virtuoso Insights Spread Ad.indd   1 8/24/11   10:54 AM
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True passion is born when a team is devoted to 
perfection. Oceania Cruises’ chefs present the 
finest culinary experience at sea as inspired by 
Master Chef Jacques Pépin. Dine whenever you 
wish and with whomever you choose in our 
complimentary gourmet restaurants. Immerse 
yourself in the cuisine and culture of more than 
300 global destinations. Or simply relax with a 
massage in our Canyon Ranch SpaClub®.

*Offers expire December 31, 2011.  Bonus savings are per stateroom based on double occupancy. All advertised fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be 
combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. 
Cruise-related Government Fees and Taxes of up to $17 per guest per day are additional. For itineraries shown with multiple departures, sailing prices may vary and any “Fares From” pricing is based on Category G. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply 
and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1 and Special Offer fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the 
last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” 
promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, ORD, DEN, DFW, EWR, IAH, LAX, MIA, IAD, JFK, MCO, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YYC, 
YYZ, YVR. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, 
including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may 
apply. Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. OCT1109
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$3,049 PER GUEST*
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Miami nice: calm and 
relaxed at Canyon Ranch 

hotel & Spa, Miami Beach.

Opposite, from left: health 
food at its finest, served at 
Lake Austin Spa Resort in 

Texas; couples’ comforts at 
Canyon Ranch hotel & Spa; 

and bedroom bliss at 
Arizona’s Enchantment 

Resort and Mii amo Spa.

Peace       
      Out  
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Relax, rejuvenate, and reenergize at these renowned  
                          destination spas from Florida to Arizona.

Peace       
      Out  

racing minds, hurried lives, tired bodies. timeout! You need a real 
vacation, and we know just where to send you. these distinguished destination spas 

across the u.s. offer comprehensive health and wellness programs designed to recharge 

your batteries, renew your spirit, and calm your mind. 

Whether you wish to jump-start a new fitness routine, reduce your stress level, or simply 

succumb to the pleasures of day-after-day spa treatments, you’ll find inspiration and 

nirvana here. Your Virtuoso travel advisor induces additional bliss with exclusive perks 

such as room upgrades and complimentary spa services.
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From Asian poached mahi with mango 
ginger sauce to zahtar-crusted lamb chops 
with pomegranate couscous, this all-inclusive 

Berkshires resort proves that good-for-you food can be 
incredibly delish as well. (You’ll find more than 200 
of their most popular recipes in their latest cookbook, 
Canyon Ranch Nourish – Indulgently Healthy Cuisine.) 
Expect to work up an appetite with outdoor activities 
ranging from hiking and kayaking to cross-country 
skiing and snowshoeing. Or choose from more than 40 
classes designed to improve your strength, endurance, 
flexibility, balance, and cardiovascular health. For 
muscle-relaxing, stress-reducing treatments, head to 
the resort’s 100,000-square-foot spa complex where 
offerings include Ayurvedic body remedies and a special 
gentlemen’s menu of services. 
 Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade upon arrival, 
if available; all meals; and an allowance of up to 
$260 which can be applied to extra spa, sports, and 
integrative wellness services on five- or six-night stays 
(or, stay seven nights or more and receive an additional 
$400 allowance). Doubles from $2,080 per three-night 
stay; singles from $2,640 per three-night stay.

Imagine drifting off to sleep in 
The Treehouse, a two-story cottage 
suspended high in the trees. Or 
curling up, pre-slumber, with a novel in the book-
lined Library with its mezzanine balconette. This 
much is certain: A stay at Winvian will engage 
your imagination as much as your body. A creative 
enclave of 18 unique cottages designed by 15 
different architects, this northwest Connecticut 
charmer is also known for its architecturally 
distinctive spa which has become the it spot for 
private gatherings — from babymoons to mother-
daughter getaways. A prenatal massage and the 
unique Ashiatsu massage are among the spa’s 
signature therapies. Executive Chef Chris Eddy’s 
farm-to-table menus and the eclectic wine list 
have generated rave reviews for Winvian. Just 
offsite, guests enjoy horseback riding, golf, river 
fly-fishing, and hot-air ballooning. 
 Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade upon 
arrival, if available; daily full breakfast for two; 
and choice of $100 spa credit, guided hike for two, 
or horseback trail ride for two. All-inclusive rates 
(includes all meals and most beverages, including 
wine by the glass) from $1,125 per cottage, per 
night; à la carte rates from $585 per cottage, per 
night. (Rates based on double occupancy.)

V i r t u o s o  i n s i g h t s36

Canyon RanCh
Massachusetts

Winvian  
Connecticut

Dive in: The enormous spa 
complex at Canyon Ranch 
in the Berkshires boasts a 
75-foot indoor pool.

Lounging around at 
the Winvian Spa.

©Canyon ranch



Picture-Perfect Paradise
A picture-perfect tropical paradise awaits you in Tahiti. These legendary islands have inspired artists,  

poets, and travelers for centuries. And once you fall under their magical spell, it’s easy to see why.  
Moorea, soaring magically out of the ocean in an explosion of green velvet, is what you would imagine a 

South Seas island to be. Beside a white-sand beach on the north shore, the Moorea Pearl Resort and Spa will 
fill you with peace, delight and a wonderful sense of happiness.  

Offer is valid on new bookings only and is not combinable with other offers. Sample price is land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual price may vary based on travel dates and 
availability. Book by 12/31/11 for travel through 3/31/12. Offer is subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night 
stays, seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees and other restrictions may apply. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.                                                                                                                     489-0711

Moorea Pearl resort & sPa
Beach Bungalow•	
Early Bird reduced room rate•	
American breakfast for two•	
One-category room upgrade at check-in, as available•	
7500XPF spa credit per room, once per stay •	
(approximately $90)

6 nights from $1,159 per person

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor



Nestled in Pennsylvania’s lake region, 
easily accessible from anywhere in the 
Northeast, The Lodge at Woodloch 

recently acquired an additional 76 acres, doubling its 
natural surroundings and expanding its outdoor adventure 
offerings. Kayak down the Delaware River, challenge 
yourself on a trail bike ride, hike among plunging waterfalls, 
then savor a soothing soak in the Aqua Garden with its 
Hydrotherapy WaterWalls. Be sure to try the spa’s Delaware 
River Stone Massage. These particular stones are said to 
have powerful energizing properties.
 A fitting finale to your day in the great outdoors: dining 
in the treetops — at Tree restaurant — on organic gourmet 
cuisine (think seared Jail Island salmon and roasted lobster 
with basil risotto) prepared by Peter Schott, the Lodge’s 
celebrated spa chef. Pick up a few new cooking tips and 
some surprising ingredient alternatives during afternoon 
cooking demos.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if 
available; all meals; a 60-minute one-on-one personal 
training session; and late checkout, if available. For up-to-
the-minute pricing, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

The Lodge aT 
WoodLoCh 

Pennsylvania

Rolling with it in 
Pennsylvania’s lake region.  

14-NIGHT VIETNAM & THAILAND

On Azamara Club Cruises ®, we know it takes time to fall in love with a destination. So we offer longer stays, 
more overnights and night touring around the world to let you tap our vast knowledge of every port and truly 
explore the culture. It’s called Destination ImmersionSM, and it allows our guests to not only visit a port, but 
to experience a destination. Discover the value of an Azamara voyage and fi nd out just how much you’ll love 
Bangkok and everywhere else we take you.

Azamara Club Cruises is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines. 
Activities shown are conceptual, and will change depending on itinerary. ©2011 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 

TO    loveW H E R E  W E  TA K E  YO U
A Z A M A R A  G I VE S  YO U  MORE  T I ME 

OVERNIGHT IN 
BANGKOK, THAILAND

Friday 7:00am:
Look on as the Bangkok skyline 
appears on the horizon

Saturday 11:00am:
Come face to face with 
unexpected friends

Saturday 8:00pm:
Fall in love with Bangkok, Thailand

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

 longer STAYS.    more OVERNIGHTS.    nightTOURING.
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This Greek Revival mansion in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains can be your base for 
a health and fitness vacation centered 

around outdoor adventure — hiking, biking, tennis, 
even luxury camping. Or it can be the setting for a 
host of indoor pursuits, from yoga and swimming to 
fitness classes and wellness workshops. Either way, 
a stay at this all-inclusive resort will do wonders 
to renew your mind, body, and spirit — and, dare 
we say, take years off your face. The spa offers the 
exclusive anti-aging facial developed by celebrity 
dermatologist Dr. Fredric Brandt. Expect over-the-
top service throughout your stay; the staff-to-guest 
ratio is three-to-one.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade at time 
of booking, if available; daily full breakfast for 
two; and one complimentary signature spa service 
(Grandfather Stone or Blue Ridge Body Wrap) per 
stay (signature spa service not applicable to lodging-
only bookings). Doubles from $313 per room, per 
night; singles from $414 per room, per night. (Rates 
are subject to a 20 percent service charge for dinner.)

WesTgLoW 
ResoRT & spa  

North Carolina

Mountain meditation: a lofty 
view of Westglow’s Greek 
Revival mansion.

Tahiti–

LAX Departures. Rate quoted is per person, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rate valid for select travel 11/1/11 – 12/14/11. Rate, terms, conditions, availability and itinerary are subject to change without 
notice. Certain restrictions may apply. Taxes, gratuities, transfers, airfare and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated. Rate includes a roundtrip fuel surcharge on Air Tahiti Nui, but does not include International 
Departure & Immigrations Taxes up to $93, Passenger Facility Charges of $3-$18 or September 11th Security Fee of $2.50 per enplanement (up to a maximum $5 per one-way or $10 per roundtrip). Additional airline restrictions, 
including but not limited to baggage limitations, standby policies and fees, non-refundable tickets and change fees with pre-fl ight notifi cation deadlines may apply. Fees and policies vary among airlines and are subject to change 
without notice. Please contact airline directly for details and answers to specifi c questions you may have. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown 
above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. Copyright © 2011 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL SPECIALIST FOR RESERVATIONS

Tahiti & Moorea ................ 5 NIGHTS FROM 
$1775

VACATIONS INCLUDE: Roundtrip air from Los Angeles on Air Tahiti Nui
• Inter-island transportation and transfers
• 1 night at InterContinental Resort, Tahiti in a Standard Room
 • Daily breakfast
• 4 nights at InterContinental Moorea Resort & Spa in a Lanai Room
 • One FREE night
 • Daily breakfast
Virtuoso Amenity: Includes a complimentary upgrade on arrival, one 
complimentary dinner for two and beverage credit of 6,000FP per room

Immerse your senses with Tahiti’s stunning 
natural surroundings, drinking in the panoramic 

views, captivating sunsets and dramatic 
mountain peaks. Indulge in well-appointed 

accommodations, impeccable service, 
world-class spa treatments and gourmet 

cuisine. Tahiti…a feast for the senses!

satisfy your hunger for the best!
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Think of this intimate resort as a best 
friend’s lake house — albeit one with a 
multi-million-dollar spa attached. A mere 

30 minutes from downtown Austin, the inviting 19-acre 
estate on the shores of cool blue Lake Austin invites guests 
to slow down and discover their inner Zen, whether it 
be in a canoe, kayak, or mindful meditation class. The 
LakeHouse Spa offers more than 100 massage, body, and 
skincare therapies, many incorporating herbs from the 
resort’s prolific garden which also supplies ingredients for 
Executive Chef Stéphane Beaucamp’s French-influenced 
culinary creations. 
 Foodies will want to book a stay during the “Culinary 
Experience” (offered one week each month) featuring 
presentations by guest chefs from around the country. 
Pick up a copy of the resort’s popular cookbook and 
continue the healthy eating at home.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if 
available; daily breakfast; and a 50-minute spa service 
per four-night package (five-night packages include an 
80-minute spa service). For up-to-the-minute pricing, 
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.  

Lake ausTin 
spa ResoRT 

Texas

Bathrobe casual 
at Lake Austin.

Ranch meets beach at 
this ultimate health 
retreat. Enjoy all the 
à la carte services of 
a boutique hotel along with the limitless choices 
of a Canyon Ranch wellness spa. Housed in 
the restored, all-suite Carillon Hotel on an 
uncrowded white-sand beach, this stylish resort 
is just the place to begin a healthy new lifestyle 
or fine-tune an existing fitness program. In the 
70,000-square-foot spa (the largest in Florida), 
select from a plethora of healthy pursuits, from 
abs conditioning classes and boxing circuits to 
yoga and Zumba. Swim laps in the sparkling 
pool, conquer the two-story climbing wall, and 
experience the Aquavana thermal suites where 
you’ll find everything from an herbal laconium 
to an invigorating igloo. 
 Questions about health, fitness, or nutrition? 
Get answers from onsite professionals, including 
board-certified physicians, exercise physiologists, 
nutritionists, physical therapists, and Chinese 
medicine practitioners.
  Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon 
arrival, if available; daily full breakfast for two; 
and a $100 spa service per room, per stay. From 
$295 per room, per night. 

Canyon RanCh 
hoTeL & spa, 
MiaMi BeaCh   

Florida

heavenly coastlines and 
(below) healthy, gourmet 
cuisine call from Canyon 

Ranch in Miami Beach.
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Europe
Four new revolutionary vessels  
will join our award-winning fleet in 
2012 — the Viking Longships. State-
of-the-art Viking Freya, Viking Idun, 
Viking Njord, and Viking Odin allow 
for full-size staterooms with full-size 
verandas and more.

Russia
The fully refurbished Viking Peterhof 
will debut with all-new Suites, Jr. Suites  
and Deluxe staterooms, joining sister  
ships Viking Surkov and Viking Kirov — 
the best fleet in Russia.

China
Sail aboard the newest ship in China, 
Viking Emerald — a state-of-the-art 
vessel with the largest suites in river 
cruising and all-veranda staterooms with  
sliding-glass doors for the best views.

INTRODUCING

FOUR 
NEW SHIPS 

IN 2012

Note: 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer EBD at time of booking 
and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. Valid on new bookings only as of 10/1/11, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Past Guest 
Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right to correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions apply. 
For Passenger Ticket Contract and offer restrictions, contact your travel advisor for complete details. CST#2052644-40

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor for details on Viking’s latest 2012 offers. 
2012 Early Booking Discount 2-FOR-1 Cruise plus International Air Discounts. 

THE WORLD’S LEADING RIVER CRUISE LINE...BY FAR®

Discover the best way to see the world. 
Nothing compares to the river. Where else, but on the river, can you journey into the heart of the world’s greatest 

cities and towns, and discover the true nature of the land? Comfortable and convenient, it offers a greater variety  

of destinations than you could encounter any other way. Spend less time getting there and more time being there. 

Little wonder that river cruising is the fastest-growing segment of the travel industry.



If you need a catalyst 
for a healthy lifestyle 

change, you’ll certainly find it at this 
top-rated, all-inclusive resort. To keep you 
on track: the team of Miraval Specialists, 
including Dr. Andrew Weil, internationally 
recognized expert and pioneer in the field 
of integrative medicine. Revamp your 
mindset, lifestyle, and body with your 
choice of 100 “Clue-In” self-discovery 
activities, programs, and lectures such as 
“Breathwalking for Wellness” and “Mindful 
Stress Mastery.” Wind down with the spa’s 
80-plus “Chill-Out” services ranging from 
“Aqua Zen” to “Oriental Foot Therapy.” 
And discover a healthier approach to eating 
with mouth-watering dishes prepared from 

seasonal local ingredients, including those grown in Miraval’s organic garden.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; daily breakfast; and 
early check-in and late checkout, if available. Package rates also include round-trip airport 
transfers from Tucson; three gourmet meals a day; access to all group programs and 
wellness lectures; and one $130 resort credit per person, per night. For up-to-the-minute 
pricing, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

Arizona has long been a mecca for spa 
goers, due, in part, to its abundance of sun 

and warm, desert air. A standout among the state’s top spas (and the world’s first resort 
destination spa), this Sedona sanctuary has made a name for itself by offering personalized 
“journeys” tailored to each guest’s individual goals. Embark on a path to improve your 
health, reduce your stress level, regain your balance, or explore such passions as dance, art, 
cooking, and organic gardening.  
 The Mii amo Spa offers an extensive menu of traditional and signature therapies 
inspired by Native American culture, including the vigorous Blue Corn Body Polish. And 
the resort’s chefs tempt palates with super-tasty, low-cal, low-fat dishes incorporating 
vegetables and herbs from the onsite organic garden.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; daily continen-
tal breakfast for two; and a $100 spa credit, once per stay. From $332.50 per room,  
per night. VI 

MiRavaL 
ResoRT & spa  

Arizona

enChanTMenT 
ResoRT and 
Mii aMo spa   

Arizona

In balance at Miraval. 

Personally tailored 
“journeys” at the 
Mii amo Spa 
include treatments 
inspired by Native 
American culture.
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Trancoso, Bahia braziltour.com 

Brazil is calling you to be awed by the natural beauty and to enjoy the 
sophisticated structure offered by this paradise. Celebrate life here.

Celebrate life here
Brazil is calling you
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Taster’s choice (clockwise from top left): roasting choclo in Lima, Peru; grape expectations in Napa valley; a fruitful 
exchange in Saint-Antonin Noble val, France; holy guacamole in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico; and vital French fluids.

Opposite: Seaside salad in Cairns, Australia.
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From joining an ancient Pachamanca cooking ritual in Peru to 
stopping for fresh croissants while barging through the French 

countryside, these epic journeys will satiate every epicure. insider 
connections, expert advice, and added perks from your Virtuoso 

travel advisor are like icing on your Japanese sponge cake. 

GOURMET GETAWAYS AROUND THE GLOBE 

Tasteful 
Travels 
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Life is a Cabernet
Savvy sensualists find life in 
California’s Napa Valley to be fine, 
indeed — particularly when it includes 
a smooth cabernet sauvignon, syrah, 
or chardonnay. Beyond the lush 
vineyards lie quaint towns lost in 
time and much-touted restaurants by 
such culinary powerhouses as Thomas 
Keller and Michael Chiarello. 
 What better way to drink in Napa 
Valley’s undulating hills, boutique 
wineries, and tempting cuisine than 
on a private vinicultural vacation 
with Viviani, Inc.? The oldest and 
largest touring company in Northern 
California’s Wine Country, the experts at Viviani have the connections to uncork the essence of this famed region — from 
private sensory tastings to cooking classes in a celebrity chef’s own kitchen. Pedal past rolling vineyards on a leisurely bicycle 
tour, or rise above it all on a helicopter or sunrise balloon ride. You might even test your skills on a racing course behind the 
wheel of an Audi R8 — then sit down to your private candlelight dinner in a vintner’s cellar. Each custom itinerary is tailored 
to meet your individual desires and interests. For a tasteful Napa getaway that’s right for you, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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Savory Sailings
Cruise enthusiasts know just how delectable a voyage with Celebrity 
Cruises can be — and not simply because of Chef Jacques Van Staden’s 
acclaimed cuisine, served in ten distinctively chic restaurants. The cruise 
line just spiced up its innovative enrichment series, “Celebrity Life,” with 
a number of food-and-wine-themed specialty voyages that engage both 
your mind and your taste buds. During each of these “Savor Your 
Destination” departures, you’ll meet guest chefs such as Jordi Valles — 
the new executive chef at The Ritz-Carlton, Cancun — for informal 
cocktail hours and book signings; then watch them demonstrate their 
kitchen moxie in the ship’s theater. Join a hands-on cooking class, 
indulge in exclusive pairing dinners, and even participate in a “Star 
Chef” competition cook-off. Wine-themed cruises include Riedel wine 
glass comparison workshops led by leading experts, as well as special 
shore excursions to local wineries for tastings.
 Upcoming culinary theme cruises include a seven-night Eastern 
Caribbean departure aboard Celebrity Eclipse, departing December 10, 
2011; and an 11-night Ultimate Caribbean voyage, departing December 
12 aboard Celebrity Equinox. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details 
on these and other food and wine specialty cruises. 

       2.
The

Caribbean

       1.
United 
States

hands on: 
harvest season in 

Napa valley.

Dining out — 
Celebrity style.
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Sizzling in San Miguel 
Long a haven for writers and painters, San Miguel de Allende now finds a new generation of artisans in its many kitchens. 
Culinary visionaries such as Eduardo Osuna are bringing international acclaim to this charming 16th-century colonial town 
in Mexico’s Central Highlands. As for tomorrow’s Top Chefs, they can be found at Sazón, the exclusive Mexican cooking 
school housed in a grand, 18th-century casa. The relaxed, hands-on program is led by the chefs at Casa de Sierra Nevada, 
an historic boutique hotel just blocks from the town’s main square. Events change daily; you might discover authentic regional 
cuisines, learn to cook Neuvo Mexican dishes with seasonal ingredients, or make a fresh salsa with items you gather at the 
colorful market.  
 After preparing tamales in banana leaves, pamper yourself with an herbal wrap at the Laja Spa. Then settle into one of 37 
individually designed rooms, spread amongst six Spanish colonial mansions including the former residence of the town’s 
archbishop. Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; full breakfast daily for two; Sierra Nevada snack 
with two margaritas; and late checkout. From MXN2,815 (approx. US$235) per room, per night.

Paying Homage to Pachamanca  
While still relatively unknown on the world stage, Peruvian fare has garnered 
a steady stream of culinary converts. Food has always played an important role 
in the Andes culture; ancient Incan tombs included sacred edibles believed to 
accompany the deceased person into the afterlife. Spanish, African, and other 
influences, along with a proliferation of ingredients that grow in the country’s 
diverse climates, all lend to the cuisine’s deliciously distinct personality.
 Part of the Peruvian culture since Incan times, Pachamanca — which 
translates as “earth pot” — is a dish buried in the ground and cooked over hot 
stones for many hours. More than a mere cooking method, however, 
Pachamanca is a ritual that celebrates the harvest and pays homage to 
Pachamama, or Mother Earth. You’ll take part in this ancient ceremony during 
your ten-day Culinary Peru Experience with Ladatco Tours. Other tempting 
highlights include a private cooking lesson in the charming Spanish town of 

Arequipa, dinner at one of Lima’s finest restaurants, and, of course, must-
sees such as Cuzco and Machu Picchu. Departures available April 
through November. This vacation is completely custom-designed; contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor for all the details.

       
3.

Mexico

       
4.

Peru

Life’s a picnic at 
Casa de Sierra Nevada.

Colonial color 
in Arequipa.
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Relais & Châteaux 
Does Rio
As if South America needed to get any 
saucier, Silversea Cruises is traveling 
there next February with the first-ever 
Relais & Châteaux L’Ecole des Chefs 
cooking school at sea. Designed 
exclusively for Silversea, the school 
includes a special curriculum hosted by 
the cruise line’s Chef and Culinary 
Trainer David Bilsland. A former 
instructor at the prestigious Le Cordon 
Bleu Culinary Arts Centre, Bilsland 
shares his gastronomic vision and skills 
during a series of events celebrating this flavorful region of the world. Join him for interactive workshops and cooking 
demonstrations, along with perfect wine pairings from the head sommelier. Take part in an intimate lunch session, head 
ashore to shop for fresh ingredients at a local market, and watch as Bilsland and his team show their culinary finesse in a 
friendly kitchen face-off. 
 Sailing seven days from Buenos Aires aboard Silver Spirit, you’ll call in flashy Punta del Este, sun-favored Santos, the 
UNESCO-designated colonial town of Parati, and more as you make your way to always-riveting Rio de Janeiro. Departs 
February 12, 2012. For details on this and other select Relais & Châteaux L’Ecole voyages around the world, contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor. 

Barging Bon Vivants
Perhaps no other culture identifies with fine food and wine as does the 
French. Both are central to the concept of joie de vivre — the joy of 
living — shared by all, particularly in the peaceful countryside. There, 
a wonderful meal and lively conversation with friends and family are 
the veritable definition of the good life.
 Those simple pleasures take a distinctly elegant turn aboard a 
French Country Waterways barge cruise. Mornings begin with flaky 
croissants, served on bone china and still warm from the village 
bakery. While you’re touring castles or perhaps a wine estate for a 
private tasting, your chef is off browsing local markets for prime meats, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, and creamy cheeses — all of which you’ll 
savor in delicious repasts that rival those enjoyed at France’s finest 
dining venues. Of course, each meal is complemented by the best 
French wines, most of which boast Grand Cru and Premier Cru labels. 
And one evening during your voyage, you’ll be treated to a celebrated, 
Michelin-starred restaurant in the area. French Country Waterways 
offers barge cruises across the scenic Champagne, Burgundy, Côte d’Or, 
Upper Loire, and Alsace-Lorraine regions; contact your Virtuoso travel 
advisor to find the one that’s right for you. 

       5.
South

America

       
6.

France

Slice of life: a 
live cooking 

demonstration 
with Silversea’s 

Chef David 
Bilsland.

French favorites: 
fresh baked 
bread and jam.



GOURMET

"In the land of the gaucho,
 we tasted an exquisite Argentine asado."

www.argentina.travel
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Tastefully Tuscan
While blessed with beautiful landscapes, 
a riveting history, priceless artworks, and 
some of the finest food and wine in the world, 
the heart and soul of Tuscany lies in its villas. 
Behind their centuries-old walls, one finds that 
time truly stops so you can simply be among the 
area’s glorious bounty. Strolling through rows of 
stately cypress trees, bicycling past rolling, vine-
clad hills, preparing a delicious meal with fresh 
vegetables straight from the garden — such simple pleasures fill your days, and your spirit.
 To fully immerse yourself in Tuscan culture and cuisine, A Season Away offers Virtuoso guests the chance to live like a 
local in a selection of superb villas. From a former Chianti monastery nestled amidst vineyards and olive groves to an historical 
home overlooking the UNESCO-designated Val d’Orcia Valley, each villa experience is carefully crafted with local hosts, who 
joyfully share their homeland with you. Depending upon your interests, you might visit the first Italian oleoteca (olive oil 
factory), tour a mozzarella factory, or join a trifulao and his dog on a truffle hunt. To create your tastefully tailored stay in 
Tuscany, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.  

       
7.

Italy

Vietnamese Verities
Blending Chinese, French, Indian, Russian, and 
American influences, Vietnamese cuisine is the 
definitive fusion fare. The country itself is classified 
by culinary regions — Northern cuisine favors beef 
and black pepper, and uses more noodles than  
rice; Central tastes lean toward chicken and pork, 
salty and pungent; while Southern dishes rely on 
seafood sweetened with fruit and coconut from the 
Mekong Delta. You’ll find a wok in every kitchen 
along with a wide variety of herbs such as mint, 
lemongrass, Thai basil, and Vietnamese coriander. 
Only the freshest vegetables will do, and dipping 
sauces, particularly nuoc mam, or fish sauce, are 
used like salt.
 Savor all the many flavors of Vietnam during  
your personalized, 12-day culinary odyssey with 
Exotissimo. Shop vibrant markets in Ho Chi Minh 
City and Hoi An, and discover cooking secrets 
during hands-on classes with top chefs. Work 
among the villagers of Tra Que, known for harvest-
ing the country’s best vegetables, then sit down to a 
delicious meal with a local family. Take an insider’s 
walking tour of Hanoi with one of the city’s food 
bloggers, and much more. Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor for departure dates and pricing.

       
8.

Vietnam

Treasure hunters: A 
trifulao and his dog show 
off freshly found truffles. 

Local flavor: grilled 
chicken wrapped in 
lemon leaves.
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Cumin and Couscous, 
of Course
The late King Hassan II of Morocco quipped that 
his country was “rooted in Africa, watered by 
Islam, and rustled by the winds of Europe.” Lying just 
across the Strait of Gibraltar, Morocco has long been 
a crossroads of contrasting world cultures — creating a 
cuisine that is equally colorful and captivating. The 
experts at Mountain Voyage Morocco invite you on 
a culinary journey across this fascinating country, 
discovering the Arabic, Berber, Mediterranean, and 
Moorish influences that have helped create its 
distinctively flavorful food.
 Staying in the heart of Marrakech, you’ll join an 
expert chef in her home for a hands-on cooking lesson 
in authentic Moroccan cuisine. Travel with her 
through the local souk (market), then return to her 
kitchen to prepare couscous and tagine. Discover the 
workings of a local eco-farm before creating a delightful 
meal, then head to a desert oasis and the unique 
environs of Ouarzazate. Sleep under luxury Berber 
canvas while learning the art of making mint tea and 
fresh bread. Other highlights include the coastal resort 
of Essaouira, a boutique vineyard, and the classics of 
riad cookery. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for 
departure dates and pricing.

From Kobe Beef 
to Blowfish
As tourism returns to Japan, travelers to this 
resolute island nation thankfully find that its 
rich culture and culinary rituals remain 
unchanged. A heady reliance on seafood, 
seasonal ingredients, and skilled presentation 
has made Japanese cuisine a foodie favorite, 
earning Tokyo more Michelin stars than any 
other city in the world. 
 Discover the delicious secrets of the 
Japanese table on a culinary adventure with 
Orion Expedition Cruises. Traveling 
aboard the private yacht-turned-expedition 

ship Orion II, you’ll delve into the fascinating history and proper preparation of traditional dishes in each port. 
Wander the Shimonoseki Fish Market and gain secrets into the complexities of working with fugu — the infamous 

blowfish that, due to its toxicity, is handled only by highly qualified chefs. Sample a sweet slice of Japanese sponge 
cake called kasutera, a Nagasaki specialty, and learn what makes Kobe beef the most famous in the world. Equally tasty 
highlights include exploring Shimabara and Shuri castles, the primeval Gangala Valley, and the fascinating Shuhodo 
underground cave system. Eight nights; round-trip from Kobe. Departs April 27, 2012. For up-to-the-minute pricing, contact 
your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

       
9.

Japan

     
10.

Morocco

Raw deal: fugu 
(blowfish) sashimi 

served with chives.

Getting steamed: 
Fatima chicken tagine.  



  THERE ARE COUNTRIES THAT 
NURTURE THE SOUL

     www.visitmorocco.com
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Days of Wine 
and Rhinos
The Cape Winelands of South Africa has 
produced great wines since the mid-1600s, soon 
after the Dutch settled in Cape Town. The region’s 
Cape Dutch architecture adds to its breathtaking 
beauty, with stately mountains, fertile valleys, and 
endless rows of lush vines. Equally dramatic, the 
Samara Private Game Reserve offers refuge to the 
Eastern Cape’s endangered cheetah, along with 
aardvark, giraffe, and fleet-footed hartebeest.
 Join Abercrombie & Kent for a tailor-made, 
11-day Wonders of Wine and Wilderness experience in South Africa. Begin in Cape Town, where you’ll ride the cable car to 
the top of Table Mountain, and take the funicular to the Cape Point penguin colony. Your gourmet day in the Winelands 
includes a wine and cheese tasting, as well as a chocolate and wine pairing, at top estates, followed by lunch at Terroir 
Restaurant — Stellenbosch’s finest. Spend three nights at Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve, taking sunset game drives and 
spying ancient rock art paintings. Compare them to the Camdebo cave drawings you find at Samara. Contact your Virtuoso 
travel advisor for dates and pricing, and find out how you can customize this itinerary to fit your desires. 

Decanting Down Under 
From the Outback to the in-crowd on Bondi Beach, Australia’s attractions are too numerous to name. Swain Tours wisely 
pairs two of her best on a 12-night Wine and Wildlife adventure. Spend time in Sydney, enjoying a coffee cruise around the 
city’s famous harbor and getting a taste of its youthful, fusion fare. Then pick up a car for your leisurely drive to the Hunter 
Valley, stopping to stroll through delightful towns lined with galleries, antique shops, and gourmet eateries — and for a wine 
tasting or three, of course.
 Continue to Adelaide, capital of South Australia and home to a sophisticated food scene. From there, it’s just a hop to 
Kangaroo Island; explore Seal Bay with a park ranger, and look for wallabies and koala bears in Flinders Chase National Park. 
Spend a day in Barossa Valley, the area’s deep German roots evidenced in its exalted wines and Bavarian cuisine. Trek through 
Tasmania’s Cradle Mountain-Lake St. Clair National Park, dine aboard the Colonial Tramcar Restaurant in Melbourne, and 
watch animals in the wild on a savannah walkabout. This is only a suggested itinerary; contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to 
create your customized culinary tour Down Under. VI

     11.
South
Africa

     
12.

Australia

Stellenbosch’s historic 
Neethlingshof Wine Estate.

Australia’s fertile hunter valley.



VIRTUOSO INSIGHTS   EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service. As Virtuoso affiliated travel advisors, we are members  
of the most prestigious and established travel network in the world. We are proud to offer insider connections, industry expertise,  
and added value that you can’t find anywhere else. With Virtuoso, your holidays are transformed from do-it-yourself trips to  
customized travel experiences. Rely on us for everything from a quick weekend getaway to the trip of a lifetime.

DeSeRT DECaDEnCE

Located in Scottsdale, Arizona, The Canyon Suites at The Phoenician offers the perks of an 
intimate boutique hotel and the amenities of a 250-acre lush desert resort. Savor the exclusivity  
of a private infinity pool with luxe cabanas, afternoon wine tasting with the master sommelier, 
and chauffeured Mercedes service. Virtuoso guests also receive a complimentary fourth night  
and tickets to the Desert Botanical Garden, Heard Museum, or Musical Instrument Museum. 

Valid through December 31, 2011. FROM $689 per room, per night. Rates include daily 
breakfast and one $100 dining credit.

COSmOpOlITaN STay IN COlONIal MEXICO

Located in Mexico’s colonial heartland, the newly opened Rosewood San Miguel de Allende 
fits into the historic scenery with its colonial architecture and fine Mexican craftsmanship. Stroll 
through the cobblestone streets and discover the sights, sounds, and cuisine of San Miguel. Stay 
three nights and get your fourth night complimentary. Use this extra day to indulge at Sense Spa 
with a $100 spa credit. Plus, enjoy a guided walking tour and tequila tasting with our compliments. 

Valid through March 31, 2012. FROM $295 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests also receive 
daily continental breakfast for two and a room upgrade upon arrival, if available. 

BalI BLISS

A lovely white-sand beach and swimmable turquoise lagoon set the stage for your vacation  
in paradise. But The St. Regis Bali Resort takes the concept of bliss to new heights. Suites and 
villas offer the acclaimed St. Regis Butler Service, Chef Oscar Perez dazzles in Kayuputi, and the 
Remède Spa coddles guests in serene surroundings. Virtuoso guests enjoy a complimentary 
fourth night and a 60-minute Aqua Vitale pool treatment for two.

Valid through March 31, 2012. FROM $600 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests also receive 
airport transfers, daily breakfast, complimentary Wi-Fi, and garment pressing on day of arrival.

BIG TIme IN THe BIg EaSy

W New Orleans – French Quarter wows guests with everything from comfy accommodations 
(think featherbeds dressed with 350-thread-count linens) to its outdoor courtyard and renowned   
lush poolside oasis. Best of all is the hotel’s quiet location, adjacent to historic Jackson Square  
and boutique shops, and just a short walk from galleries, the Riverwalk, and Harrah’s casino.

Valid through December 31, 2011. FROM $239 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive 
daily continental breakfast for two, a bottle of wine, early check-in/late check-out and room  
upgrades, if available.

BalTIC DREaMS

Explore the fairy-tale landscape of Northern Europe at that magical time of year when spring  
ushers in summer. In addition to calls at Oslo, Copenhagen, Helsinki, and Tallinn, Crystal Cruises’ 
11-night Baltic Sea voyage offers three full days in St. Petersburg plus an overnight in Stockholm 
at the end of the cruise. Other incentives to book: 2-for-1 fares, free air with transfers, prepaid 
gratuities, fine wines and premium spirits, and a Virtuoso Voyager Club shore event in Helsinki.

Crystal Symphony departs Hamburg June 16, 2012. FROM $5,890 per person, double  
occupancy. Book by December 31, 2011 for 2-for-1 fare.

VI_Exclusive_8.indd   1 9/7/11   1:20 PM
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PerfeCt ending

vintage Mexico: Maroma Resort and Spa’s 
newest watering hole, La Cantina, serves 

up homemade beer along with traditional 
tequila, mescal, and pulque.

Among the many words in the Spanish lexicon, few have come to symbolize such an integral part of the Mexican culture like 
cantina. It actually is derived from the Italian word for wine cellar or vault, but it was south of the border where the term took 
on its present-day meaning of bar or saloon.
 Of course, the traditional Mexican cantina was no ordinary drinking establishment. This was a lively place where men 
(women weren’t allowed) could gather not only to sip a cool brew, but also to debate issues, play cards, share problems, and 
hatch business schemes. Social status was left at the door, and a sense of camaraderie — along with tasty appetizers called 
botanas — was shared by all.
 Classic cantinas experienced their golden days in Mexico during the 1950s and, sadly, today are disappearing around the 
country. Luckily, Maroma Resort and Spa along the Riviera Maya has revived this gloried tradition with the opening of La 
Cantina. The colorful, intimate setting and festive Mexican music invite both male and female guests to relax and meet new 
friends over traditional beverages such as homemade beer, tequila, mescal, and pulque. Twice each week, you can take part in 
“Noches de Cantina,” a themed dinner based on a traditional botana menu.
 Virtuoso guests enjoy a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; daily à la carte breakfast for two; one 30-minute massage 
per guest, per stay; and late checkout, if available. From $650 per room, per night.
 

¡Viva La Cantina!
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Special Virtuoso Amenity: Join Chef Martha Williams for an exclusive Cape Malay Experience at the Cellars-Hohenort Hotel! Observe Martha in 
action as she invites you to share in a traditional Cape Malay culinary adventure. You will be welcomed by a glass of your favorite South Africa 
wine as Martha explains the origins of Cape Malay food and the major ingredients used - focusing on the vast array of spices that give this cuisine 
its unique character - followed by devouring a 3-course dinner! 

*Prices are from $6,900 per person double occupancy in USD and exclude airfare. Based on travel 08/01/11-12/15/2011 or 5/1/12-9/1/12. Services are sold 
as a complete package and Absolute Travel will not provide a breakdown of trip component costs. All costs quoted are based on availability and subject 
to change.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information. 

7 nights from $6,900*

The Spice of South Africa. Indulge in an exclusive traditional Cape Malay culinary experience alongside a treasured chef;  explore the Cape 
Winelands’ Cape Dutch homes, mountainsides, and vineyards (with a glass of Pinotage in hand along the way, of course!); cruise along 
the Atlantic seaboard in a vintage sidecar from World War II to reconnect with a South Africa of time’s past; hold on for a heart-pounding 
elephant-back safari at Camp Jabulani; and delight in unforgettable wildlife encounters (and complimentary aroma bush massages) at Lion 
Sands River Lodge in the Sabi Sands Game Reserve!  

Dining alfresco was heavenly, but it was the lofty  
welcomes of the locals that made me feel like   
I was the king of the hill.

Eastern Cape



What’s your  
RETURN on LIFETM?

Virtuoso CST: 2069091-50 

Ask the advisors at any Virtuoso® affiliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even yourself is your most valuable investment.  

To ensure you’re spending it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge, expertise, and connections around 
the globe to design your custom travel experiences. There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor, contact  
us at (800) 953-4274 or travel@virtuoso.com, and we’ll introduce you to one.  

Ask about all the advantages of being a Virtuoso Traveler. 

www.virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.


