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A BOUTIQUE HIDEAWAY:

Canaves Oia Hotel,  
Santorini, Greece

 +  SAINT BART’S DINING • MONTE CARLO’S ETERNAL GLAM • INSIDER’S STOCKHOLM

SPECTACULAR SMALL HOTELS 
AROUND THE WORLD

STEP INSIDE

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US



LIVING THE SUITE LIFE

Whether you prefer intimate boutique hotels or sprawling 
resorts, a secluded location or one in the heart of the action,  
the Virtuoso portfolio of more than 1,200 preferred luxury 
properties worldwide never disappoints. Inside you’ll 
discover the reasons we love these hotels, including the 
exclusive amenities you receive each time a Virtuoso travel 
advisor designs your stay. In addition to your custom-fit 
accommodations, you receive things like complimentary 
upgrades, credits for dining, spa, or golf, and even completely 
unique experiences such as learning the art of martini making 
from a master. The suite life extends to cruise accommodations, 
too, so you’ll also find fresh ways to set sail in this issue.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to  
find the one who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor 
catalogue on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.
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Editor’s Letter

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

Virtuoso is the industry’s leading luxury travel network. This by-invitation-only organisation comprises more than 770 travel agency partners with 
more than 15,200 elite travel advisors in 44 countries throughout North America, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and the 
Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with 1,700 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and pre-
mier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. For a subscription, 
please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibil-
ity for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-
quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We 
Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso Voyages, Virtuoso Life, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered trade-
marks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the Best, and Expect the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Printed in Australia at Pegasus Print 
Group. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING OFFICES: 1001 SW Klickitat Way, Suite 105, Seattle, WA 98134; 817/334-8631. SALES OFFICE: Suite 
2, Mezzanine Level, 210 George Street Sydney, NSW, Australia 2000, +61400733765, VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POST-
MASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. California CST# 2069091; TA# 
808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI# 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of 
California. Copyright © 2017 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. All offers and pricing are subject to change, availability, alteration, and internation-
al currency fluctuations without notice. Offers may be withdrawn at any time. Restrictions apply. Exchange rates are verified at press time. Virtuoso 
is not responsible for errors in pricing. All prices in Exclusive Offers section are per person, based on double occupancy, including taxes, and do not 
include airfare, unless stated otherwise. Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor for details, including optional insurance programmes that are available. 
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OTELS ARE AN IN- 
tegral part of travel.  
They can be the focal 
point of an itinerary, 

or simply a place to lay your head 
after a day of sightseeing or the 
night before you set sail on a cruise. 
While some hotels promise a  
comfortable home away from home,  
others entice with the opportunity 
to leave everything behind for a few 
days of exciting escape. Regardless 
of what you’re looking for, there’s a 
hotel for you. Virtuoso’s Hotel and 
Resort programme – celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year – now includes 1,200 
properties around the world, large and small. 

While the mantra “Go big or go home” 
has its merits, this issue focuses on the 
diminutive aspects of hospitality. In “Small 
Wonders,” featuring 20 hotels with 20 rooms 
or fewer (page 35), assistant editor Amy Cassell 
shines a spotlight on the lesser-known gems in 
our vast network of properties. And “Revved-
Up Riviera” (page 18) reveals the large-living 
appeal – and big-ticket draws – of the decidedly  
diminutive destination of Monte Carlo. 

There’s much more in this issue,  from a 
trip to Paraty, Brazil (page 28) to a tour of 
Stockholm’s neighbourhoods (page 46) and 
other inspiring trip ideas to write home about – 
preferably on  
hotel stationery. 
 

Take Note

H

2 VIRTUOSO LIFE

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com
#virtuosotravel
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Just Back
DISPATCHES FROM VIRTUOSO INSIDERS

What cruise trend are you seeing?  
ASK THE ADVISORS

A private pool on Laucala Island and Vir-
tuoso agency representatives in Fiji (top 
right, left to right), Grant Bevin, Sharon 
Martin, Sue Johnson, Nicola Thomas, and 
Jacquie Holland.

Good news! Travellers at Sydney Airport can now tweet their flight number to @flySYD to receive real-time flight updates via 
Twitter. The service is also available at Melbourne Airport (@Melflights). 

LUXURY CRUISING’S
NEWEST ADDITION

Tales of rest and relaxation 
from this holiday hot spot.

 LAUCALA ISLAND, FIJI

“Guests are trending younger 
on longer itineraries,  

such as world cruises.  
Internet access 

is much less expensive, 
so it is easier to work  

from the ship.”

– Mark and Cyndi Worgan

“For seasoned passengers looking to 
visit new and different ports, river 
and expedition cruises are now 

a popular option. They still expect 
exceptional service and well-appointed 
accommodations, and cruise lines are 

delivering, like Crystal’s Mozart riverboat.”

– Nancy Borzino

“I see more bookings from 
multigenerational groups. They want 
more-spacious suites and connecting 
cabins to entertain the whole family. 

With large families, these turn into group 
bookings, which offer travellers added 

value and amenities.” 

– Brigitte Feinberg

Christchurch-based Virtuoso agency di-

rector Jacquie Holland recently returned 

from a two-day trip to private Laucala 

Island with four other New Zealand-based 

Virtuoso agency members. Here, some of 

her favourite highlights. 

WHY GO: I shared a two-bedroom planta-
tion villa, which was fantastic. We had 

our own pool out front and then our own 

beach in front of that. In all honesty, I 

don’t think it matters where you stay on 

the island, as every villa is so private.

BEST BITES: Our seven-course degustation 
dinner with produce from Laucala, prepared 

by Jean Luc Amann, the clever executive 

chef at the Plantation House Restaurant. My 

favourite course was the baked pumpkin 
flower – so different and tasty. 

LOCAL FLAIR: I loved the Fijian welcome 

song “Bula Maleya Laucala” and the 

goodbye song “Isa Lei,” which the staff 

sang on our arrival at the jetty and then 

on our departure at the airport prior to 

us boarding the Laucala private aircraft. 

FAVOURITE HOTEL AMENITIES:  The jandals, the 

sunhats, the sunscreen, and, of course, 

the after-sun lotion, which had a lovely, 

fresh smell. 

NEXT TIME:  I would like to go horseback 

riding along the beach, learn to play golf, 

or perhaps even learn to dive.

TIP: Try to stay a minimum of four days; 

otherwise, you just won’t have the time 

to experience what the island has to 

offer. This was a highlight of my nearly 
30-year travel career. 

Australian advisors 
with Virtuoso CEO 
Matthew Upchurch 
(third from left) and 
Virtuoso’s Cristina 
Magni (second from 
right) in Marseille 
during the debut of 
Silversea’s new Silver 
Muse. Right: The ship.



For more information on our 2018 trips, please
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

It’s a big world. But sometimes, it takes a small ship to see it clearly. 

To find its heart, hidden away in unexplored coves, 

distant islands and old-world villages. 

So step onboard, and discover the joy of travelling small. 

SMALL SHIP CRUISING  

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS

Unforgettable... the Joy of Travelling Small. 
Go where the big ships can’t go. Tauck Small Ship Cruising combines 90+ years of award-winning travel 

expertise with unique destination experiences in Europe, Latin America, Asia and Antarctica. Travel 

with Tauck Directors who take every moment of your holiday personally. Enjoy a sophisticated, intimate 

atmosphere onboard... and travel effortlessly, knowing that every aspect of your trip is already paid for – 

and taken care of – from shore excursions to gratuities, with no options sold.



EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISING  

For more information on our 2018 trips, please
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Welcome aboard...

where the ambiance is congenial...

the exclusive shore excursions go beyond the ordinary...

and if it means a better travel experience, it’s included. 

DISTINCTIVELY INCLUSIVE RIVER CRUISES

Inspired by the Destination
Delivering truly inspirational travel experiences has defined Tauck for the past 90+ years. Deep 

destination knowledge and longstanding local relationships create exclusive and authentic cultural 

experiences ashore. Every Tauck river cruise is well-choreographed to connect you with people, 

places and daily life along Europe’s great rivers. This is the Europe you’ve dreamed of... with you at 

the very heart of it.



TA-086-330-1632-02. The trademarks Andaz® and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation. © 2017 

   
WHAT’S YOUR  ANDAZ? 
Seek sanctuary at a hidden gem along the coast of a world-famous island destination. 

Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort is an experience unlike any other, redefining luxury with 

a non-traditional approach. This beachfront resort situated on Maui’s premier destination 

of Wailea on Mokapu Beach, is tailored for the discerning island traveler featuring 

guest rooms, suites and oceanfront residential villas that captures the spirit and feel 

of today’s modern day Hawai’i.

Virtuoso Amenities

 Daily breakfast for two in Ka’ana Kitchen

 $100 Spa treatment credit in Awili Spa & Salon

 Early check-in, late check-out, & upgrade based on availability

6TH NIGHT FREE:

 Guests enjoy every 6th night free on stays now through December 15, 2017, inclusive of full  

 Virtuoso amenities. Available on all standard guest rooms and suites.

     FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
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PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Ali Brownrigg, Elaine Glusac, and Fran Golden

Famed for its pink-sand beaches and British history, Bermuda is experiencing a sexy new awakening as host to the 35th America’s Cup 
yacht race. Qualifying races start on 26 May on the Great Sound; the top challenger will take on defending champ Oracle Team USA 
beginning on 17 June. Don’t forget to dress the part: Pick up your bold-coloured Bermuda shorts and racing-print swim trunks from the 
America’s Cup collection at the cheerful TABS f lagship store (45 Reid Street, Hamilton; tabsbermuda.com).

Host hotel Hamilton Princess & Beach Club recently capped a multiyear remodel with a renovation of Marcus Samuelsson’s res-
taurant overlooking Hamilton Harbour. (Shoot the breeze over a Darker and Stormier, his version of Bermuda’s classic cocktail.) The 
property is offering five-night stays that include passes to the finals and a visit to the America’s Cup village (five-night minimum). Race 
fans at Rosewood Tucker’s Point can reserve spots on the elegant 1926 Mariner III, an 80-passenger yacht that provides prime view-
ing with hotel-catered cuisine and cocktails. 

Defending America’s Cup 
champion Oracle Team 

USA practises in Bermuda.BERMUDA’S BIG MOMENT
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Passport

Not to be outshone by the UK’s 
fashion frenzy, the Met’s Costume 
Institute is spotlighting one of the 
world’s most unconventional de-
signers with Rei Kawakubo/Comme 
des Garçons: Art of the In-Between. 
The show explores the duali-
ties that fascinate the Japanese 
designer – clothes/not clothes, 
high/low, self/other – through 
roughly 150 of Kawakubo’s gar-
ments, dating from the early 1980s 
to the present. 4 May through 4 
September; metmuseum.org.

MEANWHILE, 
IN MANHATTAN …

 ART & CULTURE 

Dressy Occasions
England’s museums have never been more fashionable.

This year, England plays 
host to four exhibits 
focused on designers, 
couture, and iconic style:

 Diana: Her Fashion Sto-
ry at Kensington Palace 
displays many of Lady Di’s 
most memorable looks –  
such as the strapless 
velvet dress she wore 
while dancing with John 
Travolta at the White 
House in 1985. Through 
2017; hrp.org.uk.

 Chatsworth, a grand 
estate in the Peak District 
owned by the Cavendish 
family, has debuted House 
Style: Five Centuries of 

Fashion at Chatsworth. 
The exhibit, sponsored 
in part by Gucci and cu-
rated by Vogue’s Hamish 
Bowles, features sartorial 
gems ranging from the 
costumes of Tudor-era 
doyenne Bess of Hard-
wick to the personal ef-
fects of John F. Kennedy’s 
sister Kathleen “Kick” 
Kennedy and 1990s 
supermodel Stella Ten-
nant. Through 22 October; 
chatsworth.org.

 The World of Anna Sui 
at the Fashion and Textile 
Museum marks the first  
UK retrospective of an 
American designer’s 

work. Sui, whose career 
launched in the early 
1990s, is known for her 
raucous bohemian-
meets-Victorian prints  
and rock ’n’ roll ethos.  
26 May through 1 Octo-
ber; ftmlondon.org.

 The Victoria and Albert 
Museum exhibits Cristóbal 
Balenciaga’s exquisite de-
signs. Balenciaga: Shaping 
Fashion includes more than 
100 garments and hats, 
commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the influ-
ential Spanish couturier’s 
fashion-house opening. 27 
May through 18 February, 
2018; vam.ac.uk.

Clockwise from 
top: Fit for a 
princess, Cris-
tóbal Balenciaga’s 
“envelope dress,” 
Anna Sui, and the 
dowager duchess 
of Devonshire with 
Stella Tennant  
at Chatsworth.  
Far right: Fashion 
from Rei Kawaku-
bo’s show at  
the Met.
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 PERSON OF INTEREST 

Manuel Jaquez
Street-Cart Vendor 

A Manhattan native, Jaquez serves 
New York’s best deal on a gour-
met lunch: hot dogs from chef 
Jean-Georges Vongerichten’s cart 
outside Upper East Side hotel The 
Mark, through September. 

WHY HOT DOGS AT A FIVE-STAR HOTEL?  

The Manhattan staple has always 
been an easy grab-and-go lunch for 
busy New Yorkers and travellers.  
Ours are elevated by chef Jean-
Georges’ ingredients. 
 
A PROPER DOG IS ALL ABOUT …   
Creativity and precision when apply-
ing the condiments – rather than a 
standard squirt of ketchup, mustard, 
and mayo, I like to take the time to be 
a bit more artistic. 
   
YOUR PERSONAL FAVOURITE:   
The grass-fed beef frank loaded with 
sauerkraut, kimchi, and yuzu pickles, 
then perfectly drizzled with ketchup, 
mustard, and sriracha mayo.
 
TRUE OR FALSE: YOU’D ORDER THAT 

FROM A CORNER CART AND KEEP YOUR 

STREET CRED.

True – and false. I can’t think of many 
places where you can get a gourmet 
lunch for a good price, especially if 
you are looking for something or-
ganic. It’s Michelin-starred street 
food, a class of its own.  
 
MOST COMMON QUESTION YOU’RE ASKED:

“What’s so special about these hot 
dogs?” See above.
 
SO, WE’RE ORDERING THE ORGANIC 

CHICKEN OR A BEEF FRANK?  Dietary 
restrictions aside, it depends on your 
preferred taste and texture: Beef 
franks have that classic “crunch”; the 
chicken dogs are supremely tender.
 
EATING-WHILE-STANDING SKILL TO  

MASTER: Proper bite size keeps the 
toppings on the dog and off the 
ground. You shouldn’t need more 
than five to finish it.
 
RECOMMENDED NUMBER OF NAPKINS 

PER HOT DOG?  At least four (two 
paper towels and two serviettes).
  
THE ONE OTHER NYC FOOD EVERY  

TRAVELLER SHOULD TASTE:  A really 
good slice of New York-style pizza – 
try Joe’s Pizza, Prince Street Pizza,  
or Roberta’s. 
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Passport

Made of lightweight, stain-
proof, and waterproof cotton 
canvas, Paravel’s retro-
inspired luggage ranges from 
packing cubes to leather-
trimmed carry-on duffels. A 
favourite: the Stowaway suit-
case, which folds flat within 
larger bags as a standby for 
holiday shopping successes. 
Make a statement with the 
Causes line, hand-painted by 
Harlem graffiti artist Shaun 
Crawford – a portion of its 
proceeds go to support the 
ACLU. tourparavel.com.

British accessory line Stow’s 
Hester Leather Jewellery 
Box is a square, Spanish-
made, zippered box that 
conceals a goat-suede draw-
string pouch for loose pieces. 
The company will personalise 
the lid or the small leather 
envelope inside, intended for 
rings. stowlondon.co.uk.

 GOODS TO GO 

CARRY-ON COOL

 WELLNESS 

Swiss Bliss
Spa lovers in Switzerland: It’s time to stop and smell the ros-
es – along with the lavender, cornflower, and chamomile – at 
the Jardin de Monts, an organic farm and sustainable 
beauty line producer on the slopes of Mount Dessous above 
Rossinière. Guests of the fairy-tale-like Gstaad Palace can 
now explore the gardens on an exclusive day trip arranged by 
the hotel, on which a 30-minute hike through alpine slopes 
and meadows leads to a preserved 1830s chalet.  

Inside at the Herboristerie des Montagnes, a kind of low-
tech pharmacy, visitors sip herbal syrups before embark-
ing on a tour of terraced gardens 
blooming with thyme, edelweiss, 
mint, and more – all hand-harvested 
by a band of photogenic farmers. 
There’s even a herd of (very fit) goats, 
whose milk is used in soaps. After de-
scending the mountain, guests return 
to the hotel in time for a massage using 
one of the farm’s specially blended range of organic oils. Jardin de Monts and (inset) its Edelweiss Body Balm.  



D R E A M S
California

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO PLAN A LUXURY HOLIDAY IN CALIFORNIA

Unwind with dramatic desert vistas, spectacular golfing, and luxurious suite amenities in Rancho Mirage. 

Join the rich and famous in Beverly Hills for renowned shopping and posh surroundings. Take in endless 

ocean views from your opulent villa in Orange County. Dine at a Michelin-starred restaurant in San 

Francisco before returning to your landmark hotel atop Nob Hill. Discover why Santa Barbara is known 

for laid-back luxury at a hillside ranch, hidden bungalow, or oceanfront resort. Find your bliss in Napa  

or Sonoma, with rejuvenating spa treatments and world-class wine country tours. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Rancho Mirage



 

 
 



THE  MOST  INC LUS IVE  LUXURY EXPER IENCE™
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Bon Voyage 

 You get a cruise! And you 
get a cruise! To kick off a new 
partnership between O,  
The Oprah Magazine and  
Holland America, Oprah 
Winfrey will join a seven-
day round-trip-from-Seattle 
sailing on the 2,104-passenger 
Eurodam. Expect inspirational 
seminars, healthy cooking 
demos, and, yes, an onboard 
book club. Departure: 15 July.

 It’s been 15 years since  
Seabourn visited Alaska, and 
the line is making up for its ab-
sence with new naturalist-led 
excursions. The highlight: an 
11-day Vancouver-to-Seward 
cruise on the 450-passenger 
Seabourn Sojourn, which fea-
tures a Zodiac trip into the re-
mote Glacier Bay Wilderness. 
Departures: Multiple dates, 1 
June  through 15 August. 

 After becoming the first 
luxury line to sail the North-
west Passage in 2016, Crystal  
Cruises is ready for round 
two. The 32-day Anchorage-to-
New York City voyage on the 
1,070-passenger Crystal Seren-
ity includes helicopter tours 
and polar bear safaris aboard 
Zodiac crafts, which are led by 
tour operator Arctic Kingdom. 
Departure: 15 August. 

HERE COMES THE (MIDNIGHT) SUN
This year’s Alaska cruise season may be the biggest yet: More than 1 million people plan  

to voyage north, according to the Alaska Cruise Association. Here’s how three lines  
are planning to keep passengers entertained. 

See the Amazon and Me-
kong rivers through the 
eyes of conservationist 
and filmmaker (and son 
of Jacques Cousteau) 
Jean-Michel Cousteau 
on five upcoming Aqua 
Expeditions voyages. 
Cousteau will host 
evening lectures and 
film screenings on the 
eight-day cruises aboard 
the 32-passenger Aqua 
Amazon or the 40-pas-
senger Aqua Mekong. 
Departures: Multiple dates, 
15 September 2017, through 
5 October 2018.  

THE COUSTEAU SHOW

Uniworld’s newest ship is a floating ode 
to Paris. Almost every element of the 
128-passenger Joie de Vivre – which 
debuted earlier this year and sails  
eight-day, round-trip-from-Paris  
itineraries along the Seine – embraces 
the French “joy of living.” Handcrafted 
furniture and colourful artwork sur-
round the lobby’s grand wrought-iron 
staircase, inspired by the Hôtel Plaza 
Athénée. Cuisine skews French at Le 
Restaurant Pigalle and the charming 
Bistrot café – think generous wine pours 
with meals and cheese courses to cap 
off the experience. By day, sunbath-
ers head to Le Club l’Espirit’s pool, but 
come evening, the space transforms 
into Claude’s, a supper club with live 
jazz and movie screenings. Uniworld’s 
reputation for spacious, ornate 
staterooms continues: Most cabins 
have French balconies (floor-to-ceiling 
windows that slide open), Pierre Frey 
textiles, and marble bathrooms; the 
eight Junior Suites include sitting areas; 
and a pair of one-bedroom Royal Suites 
can each connect to a second bedroom 
next door. Departures: Multiple dates,  
7 May through 5 November.

French ConnectionParis-inspired opulence in 
Joie de Vivre’s lounge. 



. . .others are unforgettable

Some moments are worth remembering

 HALEKULANI PAST, PRESENT, FOREVER...

For reservations and information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. 
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Suite Talk

 Shangri-La’s 
Le Touessrok 
Resort & Spa, 
Mauritius 
gets top marks 
for presenta-
tion: Artist in 
residence Gael 
Froget – aka 
the “Mauritian 
Andy Warhol” – 
 has teamed 
up with chef 
Filippo Abisso 
to create a viv-
id five-course 
meal served  
at the 203-
room resort’s 
beachfront 
grill. Each 
course is 
presented with 
an image from 
Froget’s graf-
fiti-inspired 
portfolio. Din-
ers get to keep  
the reproduc-
tions, which 
have the eve-
ning’s recipes 
printed on  
the back.

 Sofia Arsuaga 
taught sculp-
ture, painting, 
and ceramics 
at the National 
Museum of 
Puerto Rican 
Arts and Culture 
before joining 
Dorado Beach, 
a Ritz-Carlton 
Reserve, to 
head its art pro-
gramme. She 
now leads tours 
of the 115-room 
resort’s collec-
tion (featuring 
pieces from Luis 
Torruella and 
John Balossi) 
and hosts 
cocktail hours 
to introduce 
guests to local 
artists. Arsuaga 
also conducts 
painting and 
pottery work-
shops, and ar-
ranges visits to 
some of Old San 
Juan’s private 
art studios. 

  Southeast 
Asian contem-
porary art spe-
cialist Roger 
Nelson curated 
the new collec-
tion – span-
ning ancient 
and modern 
Cambodian 
culture – and 
a complemen-
tary library 
selection of 
art books at 
Siem Reap’s 
Belmond La 
Résidence 
d’Angkor, 
which recently 
reopened after 
a six-month 
overhaul. The 
59 revamped 
suites, each 
with a private 
terrace, show-
case locally 
made hand-
woven silks, 
hardwood fur-
nishings, and 
hand-turned 
ironwork. 

Statement Pieces
These hotels have tapped local artists to  

conceive (and even cook up) ingenious 
fine-art experiences.

Colour therapy, from top: Sofia Arsuaga with her artwork in Dorado Beach’s  
Livingston Library, Belmond La Résidence d’Angkor’s new pool, and a Gael 
Froget print from Shangri-La’s Le Touessrok Resort & Spa, Mauritius. 

BRACELET YOURSELVES 
The legacy of haute couture Paris embroidery house Maison Lesage threads through his-
tory, from the court of Napoleon III to collections by Chanel and Yves Saint Laurent, and 
to the contemporary headboards and wall coverings in suites at the 138-room Mandarin 
Oriental, Paris. Hotel guests now have an entrée to the maison’s prestigious school, Ecole 
Lesage, for a private two-hour class that covers the Lunéville stitch technique. Students 
leave with a souvenir bracelet like those pictured here. Available through 15 October.



Windstar Cruises o� ers you a choice of 13 new departures
 

Explore the lush landscapes of north and east Asia as only Windstar can bring them to you. Nowhere else will 
you � nd such a stunning juxtaposition of the ancient and modern, and Windstar’s small ships take you where 
larger vessels cannot reach. Venture into the heart of cosmopolitan marvels and the tranquil shores of small 
villages and unspoiled islands. Windstar Cruises o� ers a variety of itineraries, each individually curated to 

enhance your speci� c travel interest.

To learn more please contact your local Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Experience Asia’s 
exotic shores in 

private yacht style
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Clockwise from top left: Port Fontvieille, seen from the 
Prince’s Palace; the Casino de Monte-Carlo; Le Bar Améri-

cain; Monaco’s main harbour, Port Hercule; and the 
Automobile Club de Monaco’s boutique.

Revved-Up 
Riviera

GO FOR In the coastal king-

dom of Monaco, which 

is virtually synonymous 

with the glamorous mu-

nicipality of Monte Carlo, 

multimillion-dollar yachts 

jockey for harbour space, 

impeccably coiffed women 

in sunglasses and stilet-

tos strut the shop-lined 

Cercle d’Or, and bronzed 

beautiful people bask at 

exclusive beach clubs. Visi-

tors come to try their luck 

at the legendary Casino 
de Monte-Carlo, where, 

surrounded by crystal 

chandeliers and gold-fleck-

ed mosaics, you can get in 

on roulette for five euros 

(plus a ten-euro admission 

charge). Royal-watchers 

might climb to the hilltop 

palace to see the changing 

of the guard and perhaps 

catch a glimpse of Prince 

Albert II and his wife,  

Princess Charlene, whiz-

zing by in a motorcade. 

And the high-octane 

adrenaline rush of the 

Formula 1 Grand Prix de 
Monaco marks its 75th 
edition 25 through 28 May, 

when some fans will shell 

out thousands of dollars to 

watch competitors speed 

through city streets from 

a prime position on the 

harbour’s edge. 

EAT Monte Carlo’s top 

hotels house a constel-

lation of Michelin stars, 

including three-star Alain 

Ducasse institution Le 
Louis XV (Hôtel de Paris), 

two-star Joël Robuchon 
Monte-Carlo (Hotel Metro-

pole), and one-star Le 
Vistamar (Hôtel Hermit-

age). Beyond the big-name 

dinner-as-theatre spots, 

there are freestanding 

In Monte Carlo, glam never goes out of style.  
BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DÍS

City to Go



I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  N E W  A L L  E X C L U S I V E 
C R Y S TA L  C R U I S E S .

Join us aboard the illustrious Crystal Symphony® and  

Crystal Serenity® and discover how The World’s Most Awarded 

Luxury Cruise Line™ has taken ocean travel to entirely new 

levels. With a revolutionary collection of uncommon travel 

experiences, Crystal’s elegant journeys are defined by  

stunningly stylish ships, epic land adventures and a level  

of six-star service simply unrivalled in luxury travel today. 

Welcome to the new All Exclusive Crystal.

E NJOY WOR L DW I DE VOYAGES A BOA R D C RYSTA L C RU ISES

Date Days Voyage Destination From / To Ship Fares From (US$)

11 Aug 14 7217 British Isles Explorer Honfleur To London Crystal Symphony $6,995pp

25 Aug 12 7218 Across the Bay of Biscay London to Lisbon Crystal Symphony $5,230pp

16 Sep 10 7323 New England Delights New York City to Quebec Crystal Serenity $3,585pp

06 Dec 14 7332 Caribbean Impressions Fort Lauderdale to Charleston Crystal Serenity $4,285pp

09 Dec 13 7225 Around the Cape of Good Hope Port Louis to Cape Town Crystal Symphony $4,410pp

*Book Now Fares are cruise only, apply to new bookings only, are per person in US dollars based on double occupancy and include taxes, fees and port charges. Solo Traveller Fares are available upon request. 
Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor 
for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be eligible for Voyages amenities. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests 
in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to availability, and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Crystal Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to 
change any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time with or without notice. For complete terms & conditions visit crystalcruises.com ©Crystal Cruises LLC. 2017. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL
ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE ABOARD
THE WORLD’S BEST AND RECEIVE
EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

ALL
E X C L U S I V E
T U R N S  A N Y  D E S T I N AT I O N  I N T O  A  R E V E L AT I O N .
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dining options worth explor-

ing. Cipriani Monte Carlo 

(1 avenue Princesse Grace) 

embodies retro elegance, with 

polished mahogany panelling 

and waiters in white jackets 

and bow ties serving Italian 

classics. Try the homemade 

baked tagliolini or veal chop 

alla Milanese. 

Nearby, feast on the city’s 

first fine-dining dim sum while 

seated on a green velvet ban-

quette at Song Qi by Alan Yau 

(7 avenue Princesse Grace). 

DRINK Drink in Monaco’s buzzy 

vibe on place du Casino, 

Monte Carlo’s most famous 

square. Grab a seat on the 

sidewalk terrace fronting 

Café de Paris (across from 

Hôtel de Paris), where you 

can peer over your bubbly 

and caviar blini at the sophis-

ticated parade of passersby. 

Lose yourself in a Lazy Tears 

(Ardbeg Scotch, vermouth, 

and bitters) in the wood-

panelled Le Bar Américain 

(Hôtel de Paris), and end 

your evening dancing at the 

strobe-lit Buddha-Bar (place 

du Casino) with an Aperol-

inflected Asian Spritz. 

SHOP Bag previously owned  

designer fashions for a bar-

gain at Le Dressing (2 rue  

des Orangers and 1 rue Prin-

cesse Florestine). 

At Isabell Kristensen (18 rue 

Princesse Marie de Lorraine), 

buy prêt-à-porter evening 

wear or splurge on your own 

bespoke frock. 

Shop for baby clothes, fine 

linens, china, and accesso-

ries at The Princess Grace 

of Monaco Foundation’s 

La Boutique du Rocher (1 

avenue de la Madone), where 

proceeds benefit ill children. 

For racing-themed gear, 

including hats, jackets, polo 

shirts, and shoes, visit the 

Automobile Club de Mona-
co’s Boutique Officielle  

(46 rue Grimaldi). 

       

STAY Hotel Metropole Monte-
Carlo, with views of the 

Grand Prix’s most danger-

ous turn, has gardens and 

a heated seawater pool 

designed by Karl Lagerfeld, 

plus a new Givenchy spa, 

a book-lined bar, and 126 

rooms and suites.

Belle epoque Hôtel Hermit-
age Monte-Carlo extends 

across five wings, with a 

conservatory designed by 

Gustave Eiffel and three bars 

and restaurants. Among its 

278 rooms and suites, the 

Pierre-Yves Rochon-designed 

Diamond Suite Duplex has a 

terrace with a Jacuzzi, per-

gola, and dining area. 

Hôtel de Paris Monte-Carlo, 

which shares the Thermes 

Marins Monte-Carlo spa with 

Hôtel Hermitage, is undergo-

ing a major renovation. The 

nineteenth-century landmark 

remains open while craftsmen 

create a new garden courtyard, 

a rooftop spa and pool area, 

and more-spacious rooms and 

suites. The big reveal is sched-

uled for next year.  

Clockwise from left: The Hotel 
Metropole’s lobby, fine-dining 

Chinese at Song Qi by Alan Yau, 
Cipriani Monte Carlo, and pretty 

things at Isabell Kristensen.

City to Go



For more information on these luxurious resorts, contact your Virtuoso Advisor

Resorts who exude privilege and indulgence. Who offer an unsurpassed holiday experience 
in every aspect of their function and location. They are for clients who by life’s good fortune 
and hard work, have the means to surround themselves with the best of everything, whether 
at home or abroad. Resorts where details matter and the guest experience is paramount. 
Island Escapes has handpicked a selection of Fijian resorts that fall into this category.  
We ensure that our Virtuoso Advisors are provided with the best advice and exclusive 
amenities for you, their valued client, which are not offered to any other travel group. 

VOMO ISLAND RESORT   I   JEAN MICHEL COUSTEAU RESORT   I   ROYAL DAVUI ISLAND

LAUCALA ISLAND RESORT   I   DOLPHIN ISLAND RESORT   I   INTERCONTINENTAL FIJI GOLF RESORT
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Island Escapes 
presents a new level 
of Fiji luxury.
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On the Table

HAT’S YOUR FAVOUR- 
ite destination?” As a 
travel editor, I’m asked 
this almost weekly, 

and yet I’ve always faltered in  
responding. How to choose? Dif-
ferent destinations appeal for dif-
ferent reasons, depending on why 
you’re going and who you’re with. 
Plus, I tend to be a passport-stamp 
collector – so many places, so little 
time – and rarely return to the same 
spot. But last year, I finally found a  
definitive answer to that recurring 
question: Saint Bart’s. 

I fell in love soon after our plane 
landed on the French Caribbean is-
land’s legendary airstrip – a routinely 
dramatic event, as the narrow tarmac 
is surrounded by steep hills on three 
sides. Even though it’s 6,400 kilome-
tres from Europe, this overseas col-
lectivity of France is très chic, with 
lithe, laid-back residents (many of 
whom traded the motherland for the 
isle’s perpetually sunny climes), a jet-
setting celebrity crowd, stylish hotels 
and shops, and, remarkably, a sophis-
ticated food-and-wine scene that 
would make a Parisian proud.

Unlike fly-and-flop beach holiday 
destinations, Saint Bart’s beckons 
you to explore its mountainous ter-
rain, thanks to its compact, accessible 

Rosé All Day
Playing favourites on Saint Bart’s. 

BY ELAINE SRNKA
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIVAN ASKAYO

Clockwise from 
left: Seared sea 
scallops with 
truffle-leek fondue 
at Bagatelle,  
Le Guanahani’s  
Cocktail Planteur, 
and a rosy perch  
at Hôtel Le Toiny.

W



#MYHOUSTON

WWW.VISITHOUSTON.COM
HAVE A

PICNIC AT
MENIL PARK

Houston is a city that is constantly innovating – whether it is with 
food, art, culture, or outdoor spaces. Contact your Virtuoso advisor 
to discover how to live like a local – start your US tour in Houston!
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shock, even in the off-season – it takes a 
few days to embrace 25-euro cocktails. 
(Tip: Stretch those euros by picking up 
sandwiches from one of Saint Bart’s 
many boulangeries and picnicking on 
the beach.) 

Dining options abound, from new-
comers such as Shellona on famed Shell 
Beach to long-time classics like Le Se-
lect, with its cheeseburger in paradise. 
Here are just a few of our favourites. 

Joie de Vivre

BAGATELLE
This opulent waterfront venue doubles 
as a bacchanal, often hosting late- 
night dance parties. Donning powdered  
wigs and elaborate eighteenth-century  

costumes for one evening’s theme, at-
tentive wait staff served bouillabaisse, 
seared scallops, and marinated veal 
chops with lemon confit and gamely 
amped up the energy for a fun night 
ahead. Rue Samuel Fahlberg, Gustavia; 
bagatellestbarths.com.

Haute Beach House

BONITO 
Even on a weeknight, a lively crowd 
packs this hilltop restaurant overlook-
ing Gustavia. At a communal table in 
the bar, we sampled lobster risotto, 
rock-shrimp ceviche, and foie gras 
with mango-ginger chutney, paired 
with elaborate cocktails such as the 
negroni with caramelised pineapple. 

On the Table

size – you can drive the entire 21-square-
kilometre island in under an hour. Every 
day, staff at Le Sereno, the hotel where 
my husband and I were staying, packed 
our convertible Mini Cooper rental with 
a cooler, beach chairs, umbrellas, and 
towels, and sent us on our way. With the 
wind in our hair and Europop on the ra-
dio, we followed winding, narrow roads 
past arid scrub and sandy beaches, a 
roller coaster of a ride that rewards with 
hilltop views. 

While dining may take a back seat at 
other Caribbean destinations, here we 
planned our schedule by our meals and 
never had a bad one. By day, we browsed 
boutiques in the main port town of Gus-
tavia, beach-hopped (bathing suits op-
tional), and lingered over long lunches 
in the sand with bottles of rosé, Saint 
Bart’s libation of choice. At night, we 
dined by candlelight at open-air restau-
rants and then danced into the wee hours  
at sultry clubs. 

A word of warning: Prepare for sticker 

Clockwise from above left: Pizza by the metre at L’Isoletta, lucky passengers just about to land, Tamarin’s garden setting,  
a meringue-topped mango and passion-fruit sorbet at Santa Fe, and dinner with a DJ at Bonito.  

TIP
“Especially during high season, book reservations well in advance at restaurants, bars, 

and discos, so you can ensure the best seats in the house.” 

– Tomas Perez, agency executive 



2016
 Best for Dining
 Mid Size Ship
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On the Table

STAY  Elegant 40-room 

Cheval Blanc St-Barth 
Isle de France holds 

court on Flamands 

Beach, one of the 

island’s most beautiful. 

Head to the beach bar 

for a table in the sand 

and lunch on Niçoise 

salad and truffled 

croque monsieur while 

leggy models put on a 

fashion show from the 

hotel’s tiny boutique. 

For a reprieve from  

the sea, stay in a 

garden bungalow sur-

rounded by blooming 

foliage. Rumour has 

it the hotel will be 

expanding soon.

Sexy 34-room Eden 
Rock – St Barths 

indulges glam guests 

with a location in the 

heart of the action  

in Saint Jean. Splurge 

for an epicurean meal  

at On the Rocks,  

the island’s most  

dramatic setting. 

Situated on 17 hect-

ares high in the hills, 

14-room Hôtel Le Toiny 

continues to thrive 

under new owners, with 

a renovation that in-

cludes a popular beach 

club, a boutique, and 

more villa suites (each 

with a kitchenette and 

private pool). Foodies 

flock here for its Relais 

& Châteaux status. 

A family-friendly  

67-room resort,  

Le Guanahani wows 

with colourful, pretty 

rooms; multiple  

dining options; and 

wide stretches of 

beach. Don’t miss its 

spa, the largest on  

the island. 

Tucked into a cove, 

36-room Le Sereno 
emanates a chilled-out, 

serene vibe, thanks to 

understated decor 

that plays backdrop 

to the vivid blue ocean 

just steps away. For the 

best views, opt for the 

one-bedroom suite with 

private pool. 

For even more pri-
vacy, consider one of 

St. Barth Properties’  

225 villas, ranging  

from one-room flats to 

11-bedroom estates.  

The open-air space exudes an 
easy Caribbean charm, while 
a DJ spinning Euro tunes en-
hances the see-and-be-seen 
ambience. Rue Lubin Brin, 
Gustavia; ilovebonito.com.
 
Meter Made
L’ISOLETTA
The casual sister to upscale 
Italian hot spot L’Isola (33 
rue Oscar II) lacks a view, 
but fans only have eyes for 
its authentic Roman-style 
pizza, sold by the metre. 
Settle into a low table on the 
upstairs balcony and cross 
your fingers that your server 
offers you freshly shaved 
truff le as that night’s special 
to top your pizza. Rue du Roi 
Oscar II, Gustavia.
 
Plane-Spotting
NIKKI BEACH
Infamous as a racy beach-
club spectacle, the chain 
outpost is worth a stop to 
say you did. Sip Champagne 
while watching planes land at 
Gustaf III Airport, a favourite 
island pastime, especially on 

weekends. Plage de Saint-Jean; 
nikkibeach.com.

Hilltop Hit
SANTA FE
A sleeper recommendation, 
this simple spot offers in-
credible bird’s-eye views 
from its mountaintop perch. 
You can tell it’s the owner’s 
labour of love, from the fresh 
mahi-mahi with coconut to 
the langoustine club sand-
wich to the artful tomato 
tart. Route Lurin.

Secret Garden
TAMARIN 
Don’t let its seemingly re-
mote locale deter you – a   
romantic dinner here is a 
must. Tamarin’s expansive, 
lush grounds set a dreamy 
stage, and its French-Asian 
menu includes lobster with 
vanilla coconut oil, shrimp 
tempura with ginger-lime 
tartar sauce, and other sub-
lime picks. Find a fashionable 
memento at the well-edited 
boutique. Route de Saline; 
tamarinstbarth.com. 

Clockwise from top: A day at the beach  
at Le Guanahani, Le Sereno’s pictur-
esque pool, and its Anya Hindmarch 

tote for villa guests.
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How to stay in style.



Indulge your senses with the Spa qualia Indulgence Package  
Located on the secluded northern-most tip of Hamilton Island, qualia is a unique expression of 
world-class luxury, where everything has been meticulously considered to relax the mind, and yet 
completely spoil the senses. For the ultimate experience, treat yourself to the four night Spa qualia 
Indulgence Package from $5,208 AUD per person, twin share*. This package includes one of Spa 
qualia’s signature treatments, the Driftaway Ritual, for two people, a la carte breakfast daily and a 
gourmet dinner at qualia on one evening. Book now to receive your exclusive Virtuoso amenity. 
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel specialist. 

*  Rate is per person, twin share, based on a Leeward Pavilion, for travel from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018.  
Minimum two guests required for this package. Selected travel dates and exclusions apply.
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Out & About

Under the 
Radar in Brazil
Low-key coastal Paraty grows its dedicated following. 
BY JILL K. ROBINSON  PHOTOGRAPHY BY YADID LEVY



THE WORLD IS YOUR CANVAS. 
Colour it as you please.

The world is a big, vibrant, beautiful place, complete with authentic culture, some of the 
best wine you’ve ever tasted, and masterfully designed architecture. No two destinations 
are exactly alike, and no two Uniworld river cruises are either. Come craft your masterpiece.

YOU DESERVE THE BEST.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR INFORMATION
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Out & About

VEN DURING A TROPICAL CLOUD- 
burst, Paraty’s beauty prevails. 
The rain pools in the cobble-
stoned streets, reflecting elegant 

white buildings with fanciful, multihued 
borders. Amid this architectural beauty, 
set between lush jungle and white-sand 
beaches fronting the island-dotted tur-
quoise ocean, residents mix with visitors 
in two-storey shops, cafés, restaurants, 
and pousadas (locally owned boutique 
hotels). The town of about 36,000 feels 
intimate and laid-back – as if everyone 
has all the time in the world. 

Tucked along the Atlantic coast be-
tween Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, Para-
ty flourished as a port at the end of the 
seventeenth century with the discovery 
of gold in the mountains of nearby Minas 
Gerais. After the gold ran out, the town 
fell into decline. More recently, though, 
Paraty has developed a dedicated follow-
ing among Brazilians – during the Rio 
Olympics last year, its lodgings clocked 
a bustling 95 per cent occupancy rate as 
city-dwellers skipped town for a beach 
break. Yet it still remains off the radar of 
most other travellers. 

“Nowhere else in the country do you 
find such a perfect match of history and 
culture, with fantastic boating, beaches, 

and forest all in one place,” says Martin 
Frankenberg, managing partner of São 
Paulo-based tour company Matueté. 
“Paraty is also rich in many other ways: 
It has become a hub for artists and other 
creative types who have chosen to live 
outside the main urban centres. As a re-
sult, despite being a small town, it has a 
unique flavour and vibe, which so many 
tourist towns lack.” 

Exquisitely preserved centuries-old 
architecture fills the town’s colonial 
centre, from churches to warehouses 
and the homes of Portuguese colo-
nists. Beyond the town, a backdrop of 
steep, jungled mountains reveals a 
wealth of enticements. 

JUNGLE ROAD
About 20 minutes outside town, the 1,130- 
kilometre-long Gold Road (Caminho do 
Ouro) was built by slaves during the area’s 
gold days in the seventeenth and eigh-
teenth centuries to connect Minas Gerais 
to Paraty’s port. Walking in the filtered, 
emerald light of the jungle, I’m initially 
surprised to see that the trail is more than 
merely a clearing among the trees. Neatly 
placed moss-covered stones form a green 
path that leads into the shadows. Brome-
liads and orchids drip from trees, and an 

occasional flash of blue in the jungle is the 
seven-coloured saíra, a bird that resembles 
a six-year-old’s colouring project, with tur-
quoise, ultramarine, pale blue, bright blue, 
dark blue, orange, and black plumage.

CHASING WATERFALLS
A guided Jeep tour (your travel advisor 
can arrange one) is another good way to 
get to the Gold Road – and to visit water-
falls that lie only about 15 minutes east of 
Paraty. At the Pedra Branca waterfalls, 

From left: The Pedra Branca water-
falls, Santa Rita church and Paraty’s 

harbour, and eye-catching facades.

TIP
“The importance of Paraty cachaça 

in the eighteenth century was so 
great that the city became synony-
mous with the drink. Paraty once 

had more than 100 distilleries, but 
now just seven are operating. It’s 

possible to taste cachaça at shops 
in town, but visiting one of the 
stills allows you to learn about  

the distillation process.”

– Flávio Géo,  
Virtuoso travel advisor

E



newzealand.com/luxury

Bay of islands

The Bay of Islands New Zealand, 
where the seafood is as fresh as 
the idyllic scenery. While nature 
abounds, luxury is certainly not 
forgotten. Inside and out, our 
luxury lodges are designed to 
offer a unique perspective of 
our incredible vistas from every 
angle. Yours to share or savour 
alone as you dine alfresco on the 
tantalizing bounty, caught fresh 
and prepared to your taste.
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twin cascades that plunge into natural 
pools, I pick my way along the rocks on 
the bank, find a dry spot for my belong-
ings, and step into the cool water in my 
swimsuit. Bracing at first, the water 
slowly begins to feel warmer, providing 
relief from the humid jungle. But another 
falls awaits, so I pull myself away with the 
promise of a very different experience.

The Tobogã waterfall already has a 
crowd when my guide and I reach it at the 
end of a marked trail. Here, a huge slab of 
rock occupies most of the view; the water 
tumbles down it towards a small pool. The 
crowd watches the few brave enough to 
surf down the face of the rock. Some play 
a cautious game and slide sitting down, 
while the more adventurous approach the 
waterfall standing up. 

BEACH-SEEKING
White-sand beaches that line the coast 
near the border of the state of São Paulo 
are the only division between the ocean 
and the rain forest that spills down the 
mountains straight into it. A day trip from 
Paraty to the small fishing village of Trin-
dade (30 minutes south) allows travel-
lers to visit several beaches, from surfer 
favourites Praia do Cepilho and Praia 
Brava (considered one of the most beau-
tiful beaches in the state of Rio, due to its 
wide curve of sand bounded by turquoise  
water and deep green jungle) to Caixada-
ço, where huge rocks form shallow pools.

After your adventures, enjoy some 
downtime on another Trindade beach, 
Praia do Meio, with easy access to beach-
front restaurants. Grab a table on the 
beach, dig your feet into the sand, and 
watch passersby while you drink cold 
cerveja and taste some of the freshest 
moqueca (a fish stew with onions, garlic, 
tomatoes, and fresh coriander) in the 
state of Rio de Janeiro.

SPIRITED DISCOVERY
Closer to Paraty, a cachaça excursion ap-
peals to those interested in learning how 
the national spirit is made and tasting 
the bounty from area distilleries. Two 
local favourites, Engenho D’Ouro and 
Pedra Branca, provide insight into the 
town’s history as one of colonial Bra-
zil’s most important regions for cachaça 
production. Buy your favourite direct 
from the source, or choose from an even 
larger variety in one of the small tasting 
rooms back in Paraty.  

GETTING THERE Paraty 

is a four-hour drive 

west from Rio de 

Janeiro. “It’s perfect 

to combine with 

Rio,” says Belo Hori-

zonte, Brazil-based 

Virtuoso travel advi-

sor Flávio Géo, who 

suggests spending 
three days in Paraty.

DAY-TRIPPING Matueté, 

Virtuoso’s on-site 

tour company in 

Brazil, can work 

with travel advisors 

to organise cus-

tomised outings in 

and around Paraty, 

from a daylong Jeep 

and bike excursion 

to Pedra Branca to 

kayaking through 

mangroves followed 

by a bay cruise with 

a picnic.  

STAY Set in Paraty’s 

historic centre, 

Pousada Literária 
de Paraty is an 

ideal base for walks 

to restaurants and 

nightlife. Its 23 

spacious rooms and 

suites have wood 

floors, hessian rugs, 

and colourful tex-

tiles. A new two- 

bedroom villa 

rounds out the 

options. On the 

grounds: a swim-

ming pool, pool bar, 

sauna, spa, and 

library. Indulge in 

breakfast served 

all day; modern 

Brazilian cuisine at 

the hotel’s adjoining 

restaurant, Quintal 

das Letras; or lunch 

aboard the private 
schooner, Maria 

Panela, during a tour 

of Mamanguá Bay. 

The whens, hows, and wheres for a top-notch getaway. 
PARATY PERFECT

Flambéed fish with 
banana and vegeta-

bles at Casa do Fogo 
and (left) an artist at 

a local workshop.



Intimate 200-Guest Expedition Ship s Expedition Team of Expert Guides and Lecturers s Ocean-View Suites With Butler

For more information or a copy of the  
Silver Cloud brochure, please contact  
your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. 

BREAKING  
THE ICE

BETWEEN LUXURY AND ADVENTURE

WITNESS THE RARE & UNIQUE 
Silver Cloud will offer more gilt-edged refinements than you 
would ever expect on an ice-clad Expedition ship in Antarctica. 

Along with five dining options, her service and space ratios are 
the highest in expedition cruising. She is superbly designed to 
capture the magnificent scenery with panoramic public spaces, 
broad decks, and verandas in most suites so that breaching 
whales or cavorting penguins are never far from view.

ALL-INCLUSIVE 
ANTARCTICA 

PACKAGE  
CHARTER FLIGHTS,  
PRE-CRUISE HOTEL  

& TRANSFERS

Antarctica All-Inclusive Package applies to new full-fare bookings from 15 Feb 2017 only. Included in the Package are charter flights to/from Ushuaia plus one night pre-cruise accommodation in Santiago at the 
Grand Hyatt and applicable transfers. Hotels are subject to change. Guests opting to make their own travel arrangements will receive savings of AU$400/US$300 on the Package fare. No credit of any kind will be 
given for unused components of the Package. Cancel/re-books do not qualify. Applicable Virtuoso voyages: 1721 (Ushuaia Roundtrip, 1 Dec 2017) and 1722 (Ushuaia Roundtrip, 11 Dec 2017). Other restrictions 
apply. Visit Silversea.com for complete terms and conditions.



Barcelona is a modern, dynamic, cosmopolitan city. A relaxed Mediterranean city, best seen 
by strolling through it. Full of talent and dynamism, design can be encountered everywhere 

and the architecture, above all the modernist buildings, really stand out.
Cruises from Barcelona make for some of the most unforgettable vacations you can imagine, 

not for nothing it has become Europe’s leading cruise port.

Welcome to Barcelona, a city ready to make the wishes of the most demanding come true.

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to arrange a custom itinerary today.
www.barcelonapremium.com

THE BARCELONA COLLECTION
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SMALL 
WONDERS Pikaia Lodge 

in the Galápagos Islands.

U N D E R

TWENTY INTIMATE HOTELS, VILLAS, AND LODGES WORTH ADDING TO YOUR SHORT LIST.  
Nothing feels more special than checking into a boutique hotel, like you’re being invited into an undiscovered 

little slice of the world: a dreamy room inside a Moroccan casbah, a coastal villa with a bird’s-eye view  
in New Zealand, or a tree house fronted by its own private beach in Mexico. These 20 hotels – each with 

fewer than 20 rooms – prove that sometimes less really is more.  

EDITED BY AMY CASSELL
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY ELAINE GLUSAC
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Play Robinson Crusoe 
on this 5.5-hectare 
private island with 
intuitive staff who 
deliver cocktails to 
your hammock, sync 
your playlist with 
the sound system, or 
catch fish from shore 
on request. In the 
evening, while guests – 
no more than eight at 
a time – are distracted 
by the sunset, the 
staff quietly place 100 
lanterns around the 
grounds, which makes 
for an ethereal walk 
back to the handsome, 
secluded bures – tradi-
tional Fijian wood and 
straw huts. 

DOLPHIN 
ISLAND     

Fiji  

TIP
“Ask the staff to serve you 

Champagne and dessert in the 
resort’s beautiful open-air bure, 
across the island from the guest 
accommodations. It’s the perfect 

spot for a romantic retreat.” 

– Leah Winck,  
Virtuoso travel advisor

4
BURES 

A rare land-based option in the 
pristine Galápagos Islands, this 
eco-lodge practises the sustainability 
it preaches. Guest rooms showcase 
local materials (lava stone, teak, 
bamboo), and solar power feeds the 

island’s electricity grid. Environmen-
tal bans on food imports have forged 
a clever kitchen that produces its own 
cheese, vinegar, and baking yeast, 
and serves Pikaia-grown coffee. 
There’s a good chance you’ll see a 

giant tortoise amble by outside 
during breakfast: After seeding the 
reclaimed cattle station with 12,000 
endemic trees, the lodge established 
a reserve to protect the island’s 
unofficial mascot.

PIKAIA 
LODGE 
Santa Cruz Island, 

Ecuador

14
ROOMS 

Views for days from Pikaia’s Sumaq  
Spa and (left) an island resident.

At Dolphin Island, meals are served wherever  
guests want – including on this pontoon.

U N D E R
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This palm-fringed oasis near 
the Sahara, a five-hour drive 
from Marrakech, is no mi-
rage – owner Thierry Teyssier 
prefers the word “fantasy.” 
Staff fulfil wishes with style: A 
rest stop with cushioned kilims 
surprises hikers, a massage 
awaits in an olive grove, and a 
picnic spread is laid out next to 
nearby ruins. Guest rooms in 
the nineteenth-century casbah 
are ornate and whimsical, 
bedecked in bright Moroccan 
textiles and tiles – fitting given 
that Dar Ahlam is Arabic for 
“house of dreams.”

DAR AHLAM  
Skoura, Morocco

14
ROOMS 

This North Island resort caters to the five-star hermit in all of us. 
The ridgeline estate drinks in the Bay of Islands’ gorgeous glory, 
all turquoise water and green gumdrop islands (the largest villa, 

Rahimoana, even has sliding-glass walls and 300-degree views). But the thrill 
here, beyond the location, is in the gobs of privacy and beck-and-call service 
it affords. Each of the one- to four-bedroom villas is isolated from the oth-
ers on the property’s 30 subtropical hectares. I was spoiled beyond reason 
with a multicourse seafood feast whipped up by a private chef in my kitchen, 
my own infinity pool and wraparound deck, and even nighttime songs (well, 
squawks, really) from resident kiwis. More freeing still: the abandon of doing 
as I pleased when I wanted – the staff stocked the refrigerator with breakfast 
fixings, delivered Thai takeout from town one evening, and generally adopted 
a “no job too big or too small” attitude. A resident trainer and spa therapist are 
on hand, one villa comes with a loaner Porsche Cayenne, and the kiwi songs 
are always complimentary.  – Marika Cain, managing editor

EAGLES NEST   
Russell, New Zealand  

5
VILLAS 

EDITOR’S 
PICK

Modern seclusion: The four-bedroom  
Rahimoana villa at Eagles Nest.

A Dar Ahlam suite and 
(above) the hotel’s pool.
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Our new favourite way to whale-watch: while sipping café con leche on one of 
the balconies of Imanta’s three-storey, pagoda-like Tree House. All rooms 
at the secluded resort on Mexico’s Pacific Coast are set in the jungle, but the 
Tree House, which can sleep a family of four, is the only one with a private 
beach, reached via a trail hidden beneath a spreading fig tree. Take a detour 
to one of three waterfall-fed private pools on the way to the shore.

IMANTA 
RESORTS    

Punta de Mita, Mexico  

13
ROOMS 

Imanta Resorts’ far-from-
primitive Tree House, complete 

with satellite TV and Wi-Fi.

Seasonal pursuits are abundant 
at this property in the Green 
Mountain National Forest: 
après-snowshoeing evenings 

THE 
PITCHER 

INN   
Warren, Vermont 

11
ROOMS 
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in front of the wood-burning 
fireplaces in winter, Mad River 
canoe paddles and posthike 
picnics come summertime. 
Individually designed rooms cap-
ture the gamut of New England 
design, from colonial farmhouse 
to fisherman’s cabin, but the 
inn’s rugged facade gives way to 
refined dining. Vermont’s culi-
nary bounty (think quail, artisan 
cheese, and wild mushrooms) 
shines at 275 Main, and the wine 
cellar’s private table is popular 
for proposals, any time of year. 

Clockwise from top left: 
Happy hour at The Pitcher 
Inn, seared scallops at 275 

Main, and the Trout Room’s  
tree-trunk bed frame.

The decision to leave Anchorage and open a remote f ly-fishing lodge in 
1982 has evolved into a rewarding family business for wilderness guide 
Carl Dixon and his wife, chef and cookbook author Kirsten Dixon.  
They own and operate the remote Winterlake Lodge near Denali 
National Park, and Tutka Bay Lodge, a coastal escape near Homer. 
Kirsten passed her love of cooking to daughter Mandy Dixon, who 
returned home in 2008 after a stint with chef Thomas Keller in Napa. 
(The pair’s older daughter, Carly, teaches yoga and leads fishing excur-
sions at the lodge.) Kirsten and Mandy oversee Tutka Bay’s culinary 
programme, which includes a team of chefs and a cooking school. 

Your cooking philosophy? 
KIRSTEN: We combine global 

techniques with local and organic 

ingredients. For example, we spent 

a month in Morocco last year and 

found many similarities between 

Moroccan and Alaskan cooking … 

we just use salmon instead of lamb. 

The first family recipe you learned?

MANDY: A smoked-salmon carda-

mom spread my mom always made. 

When I left for col-

lege, it became my 

go-to party dip.

What are a few 

favourite ingredients 

culinary students 

might find during 

summer foraging 

outings? 

KIRSTEN: Salmon-

berries, hedgehog 

mushrooms, and sea 

lettuce – a seaweed 

that looks like green 

cellophane when 

it’s dried. We put 

it in everything; I’ll 

even sprinkle it 

on popcorn. 

The best way to work 

up an appetite at 

Tutka Bay? 

KIRSTEN: Kayak over to our oyster 

farm, a couple of kilometres  

away, and harvest your own oys-

ters for dinner.

The perfect wine to pair with this 

bivalve bounty? 

MANDY: I like New Zealand’s

Oyster Bay Wines, which is  

fitting. Standing outside with  

a good rosé is nice in the  

summer too.

TUTKA BAY 
LODGE   

Kachemak Bay, Alaska 

5
ROOMS 

Kirsten and (left)  
Mandy Dixon.

Tutka Bay guests arrive by 
boat from nearby Homer.



On game drives at this lodge near Botswana’s Okavango Delta, guests 
can spot African wild dogs, Angolan giraffes, and nearly 500 species 
of birds. The wildlife watch continues from the riverfront compound’s 
Khwai Suite, home to perhaps the dreamiest outdoor bathroom in the 
bush, complete with a copper soaking tub, an open-air shower, and a 
plunge pool with prime views of hippos bathing nearby.

1 “Room 23, Glen Nevis, sits alone on 

the third storey and is reached via  

a private staircase. A stay here feels  

like you’re hidden away in your own 

luxurious world.”

2 “Ben Nevis, the UK’s tallest moun-
tain, is the castle’s backdrop. A walk 

around the grounds, no matter what 

time of year, never fails to bring me joy.”

3 “Dinner at Albert and Michel Roux 
Jr is a memorable experience in a 

wonderful country-house setting. If you 

want to dine at 8 pm, make your reserva-

tion for 7:30 so you can enjoy canapés 

and aperitifs with fellow guests before 

being seated in the dining room.”

4 “General manager Jane Watson 

has been at Inverlochy for 36 years. 

When I visit, she’s often there to greet 

me. She treats guests like treasured 

visitors in a well-loved home.”

5 “Take the hotel’s Rolls-Royce 
Phantom out for a tour or have your 

travel advisor book it for one of your 

transfers. Nothing else makes you feel 

quite like a queen or a king.” 

David Copperfield’s private 
archipelago is no illusion. 
The luxe, exclusive-use re-
treat maxes out at 24 guests, 
housed in five villas rang-
ing from a two-bedroom 
beachfront bungalow to a 
900-square-metre mansion 
with a pair of kitchens, a 
private sauna, and a wrap-
around porch. The retreat 
is popular for weddings and 
family reunions, with plenty 
of options for celebrating: 
Spread out on one of 40 
private beaches, set sail on 
an 8.5-metre catamaran, or 
enlist the staff to create a 
treasure hunt for the kids.

BELMOND KHWAI 
RIVER LODGE     

Moremi Game Reserve, Botswana 

15
TENTS 

MUSHA 
CAY  

The Exumas, Bahamas 

5
VILLAS 

Virtuoso travel advisor 
Claire Schoeder shares why 
this nineteenth-century 

Scottish Highlands castle is one of her 
favourite places to visit. 

INVERLOCHY 
CASTLE HOTEL    

Fort William, Scotland 

5 THINGS 
I LOVE

17
ROOMS 

Tub envy: The Khwai  
Suite’s outdoor bathroom.

Seeing green at Scotland’s 
Inverlochy Castle Hotel.

Beachfront bungalows  
at Musha Cay.

40 VIRTUOSO LIFE

U N D E R
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As luxury homestays continue to grow in popular-
ity, La Réserve elevates the pied-à-terre – literally – 
ensuring that each of its one-to four-bedroom flats 
on place du Trocadéro offers unobstructed views of 
the nearby Eiffel Tower. Savour them over a bottle 
from the wine cellar (each apartment has its own), 
stocked with vintages from the owner’s vineyard in 
Bordeaux. Leave other provisioning to the butler, 
who’s on call 24/7, and take advantage of access to 
Roland-Garros’ famed clay tennis courts, home of 
the French Open. 

8 AM: Awake to kingfisher 

calls in a Moghul-in-

spired tent; your butler 

will soon be along with 

masala omelettes. This 

morning’s excursion: a 

trip to the Ranthambore 

Fort, an eighth-century 

fortress complex with 

ancient pavilions, 

temples, and mosques. 

11 AM: Refresh with a dip  

in the bawadi (desert) pool, 

designed to resemble In-

dia’s traditional stepwells.

12:30 PM: Lunch is served 

under a shade tree – 

order the Rajasthani thali, 

which incorporates fresh 

produce from the on-site 

organic garden.

2 PM: Hit the spa tent for 

a Poornvandana mas-

sage, a traditional 

Ayurvedic treatment 

that employs several 

warm oils to boost 

circulation and encour-

age relaxation.

4 PM: Take a sundowner 

tiger safari into Ranth-

ambore National Park. 

The former royal hunting 

ground is one of the best 

places in the country to 

see the animals in the wild.

7 PM: Recount the day’s 

adventures beside the 

fire pit. A camp staff 

member will be happy 

to point out the constel-

lations above.

LA RÉSERVE 
PARIS 

APARTMENTS    
Paris

10
FLATS

On the outskirts of one of India’s largest 
national parks, Aman elevates the classic wilderness 
camp from basic to beautifully equipped. Here, an 
ideal way to spend the day:

A PERFECT DAY

AMAN-I-KHAS    
Sawai Madhopur, India 

10
TENTS 

Aman-i-Khas tent perks: Six- 
metre canopy ceilings, sitting 

areas, and marble bathtubs. 

Live like a Parisian  
at La Réserve.

041_551705_VL_AUNZ_May_17_FinalR1.indd   41 6/5/17   3:05 PM
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Rome, of course, is filled with ruins, but only 
guests of La Posta Vecchia have access to the 
treasures at the hotel’s private museum. On 
display: hundreds of relics and mosaics recov-
ered from the 200 bc villa that used to exist 
where La Posta sits today. The other treasure at 
this seaside estate – a 40-minute drive west of 
the Eternal City – is the cuisine of chef Antonio 
Magliulo, who grows most of the produce for 
The Cesar restaurant in his organic garden. 
Guests can combine artefacts and antipasti 
with a private dinner in the museum. 

LA POSTA 
VECCHIA    

Palo Laziale, Italy 

19
ROOMS

Old-school seaside charm  
at La Posta Vecchia.

Venture two hours north of Buenos Aires and 
you’re in gaucho country, where Argentine 
cowboys populate the estancias (stations) of 
the area’s Pampas. Martin Tatta  grew up near 
Estancia La Bamba de Areco, a colonial-style 
former private home, learning the gaucho 
ropes and honing another skill that’s gained 
him notoriety beyond the station: Tatta is a 
bona fide horse whisperer, meaning he can 
tame a horse without using a whip or other 
aggressive methods. He showcases his work 
during daily performances for guests – an 
impressive series of graceful manoeuvres and 
commands that the animals respond to calmly. 

How did you learn 

to work so well with 

horses? I grew up on the 

farm with my father. No 

one taught me this; I just 

started interacting with 

the horses. 

How do guests react 

to your performance? 

Some are surprised, 

some quiet, and some 

even cry. They have a 

lot of questions: “How 

do you do it?!” “Where 

did you get the con-

fidence?” “How long 

does it take to train 

a horse?” 

How long does it take? 

Usually about a year and 

a half per horse.  

The best way for guests 

to experience gaucho 

culture: Take a guided 

horseback ride across 

the grounds. Before 

heading out, we show 

guests how we take care 

of the horses and get 

them saddled up and 

ready for riding.  

When you’re not at 

La Bamba, we’ll find 

you: At a local pulperia 

[bar], drinking Fernet 

and Coke with other 

gauchos and singing 

traditional songs.

TIP
“An estancia visit is a great day trip from Buenos Aires and a wonderful  

opportunity to experience gaucho culture. I recommend going on a weekday; week-
ends can get crowded with other travellers. Be sure to try some yerba  

maté tea and have a delicious asado [barbecue] lunch.” 

– Paula Lanusse, Virtuoso travel advisor

ESTANCIA 
LA BAMBA 
DE ARECO   

San Antonio de Areco, Argentina 

11
ROOMS 

San Antonio de Areco’s horse 
whisperer, Martin Tatta.

Polo, a national pastime, at 
Estancia La Bamba de Areco.
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There’s plenty of room to 
explore at this 1,600-hectare 
escape, a combination laid-
back beach lodge and all-out 
nature reserve. Start the day 
at the property’s working 
farm, collecting eggs and 
pressing homemade tortillas 
for breakfast, then head out 
on a monkey safari or kayak 

tour through the estuary. 
Daybeds hung from ropes 
underscore the tree-house 
feel of the resort’s rustic 
bungalows and villas,  
which are perched above  
a 1.5-kilometre-long pri- 
vate beach. After sunset,  
the surf often sparkles  
with phosphorescence. 

MORGAN’S ROCK 
HACIENDA & ECOLODGE   

San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua 

18
BUNGALOWS

Handcrafted cocktails  
and (right) homemade break-
fast at Morgan’s Rock.

The Morgan’s Rock pool over-
looks the lodge’s private beach, a 
protected sea turtle nesting site.

EDITOR’S 
PICK

When I’m lucky enough to breathe 
(or gulp, somewhat greedily) crisp 
Swiss mountain air, one phrase 

comes to mind: rarefied atmosphere. I find 
it in the heart of French-speaking Swit-
zerland, two hours from Geneva, where 
Richard Branson’s private lodge matches the 
ambience of the alpine village it inhabits – 
vibrant, clever, and elite. This typical Swiss 
chalet is an exclusive-use rental for up to 18 
guests in the winter, with an indoor pool, in-
door and outdoor hot tubs, and ski-in access. 
Ski season brings serious off-pisters who 
also appreciate a jet-setting social scene: 
After a few hours at Casbah, Carve, or Farm 
Club, they can dance the night away under 
the chalet’s own disco ball – the bar never 
closes. The lodge’s rooms can be booked 
separately in the summer, a season close to 
my Swiss-loving heart, for long hikes past 
blooming wildflowers and leisurely stops at 
mountain restaurants stocked with fondue 
and local wine. Take in the lofty views at 
Chez Dany or La Marlenaz before returning 
to the lodge – by now, it will feel like your 
very own. Thanks, Sir Richard.
 – Annie Fitzsimmons, digital editor 

THE LODGE, 
VERBIER    

Verbier, Switzerland 

9
ROOMS 

Richard Branson’s  
winter wonderland.
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The first time we tried to find Palazzo Margherita, the 
driver missed it completely. Slowly cruising back down 
Bernalda’s main corso (avenue), we peered out the car 

window searching for clues, finally stopping to inquire at a tiny 
outdoor café where a couple of locals sipped espressos beneath red 
umbrellas. “Sì, sì, sei qui,” they said, motioning to a pair of discreet 
blue doors, devoid of signage. We had, in fact, arrived. The hotel is 
the sentimental passion project of movie director Francis Ford Cop-
pola, whose grandfather hailed from this fifteenth-century town in 
Basilicata, an underappreciated southern Italian region. Those lucky 
enough to enter the 1892 palace discover a walled courtyard with 
an archway framing a garden dotted with fountains, trellises, and a 
stone path that leads to a glamorous black-bottomed pool. Above, 
iron balconies wrap around suites adorned with Murano chande-
liers, hand-painted frescoes, elaborate tilework, and claw-foot tubs. 
After a day exploring the nearby cave city of Matera, we wanted 
nothing more than to stay cloistered behind the hotel’s doors, order 
pizza and vino, and watch an Italian film in the salon turned screen-
ing room upstairs.  – Elaine Srnka, editorial director

There are some striking views of Mount Wellington here, if you can take your eyes off the interiors. A stay at this 1847  
Regency-style property may feel like a slumber party in a museum, albeit one with custom-made beds and a wine cellar.  
From Picasso, Warhol, and Hockney paintings to Han dynasty porcelain and eleventh-century Buddhist statues, art fills 
every room, including some of the private guest spaces. An adjoining glass conservatory opens onto the gardens, a sunny  
setting for tasting local Coal River Valley pinot noirs.  

PALAZZO 
MARGHERITA    

Bernalda, Italy 

9
ROOMS 

ISLINGTON HOTEL     
Hobart, Tasmania 

11
ROOMS 

EDITOR’S 
PICK

Coppola’s Italian hideway, clockwise from top: The reception area, the North 
Africa-inspired Francis Suite, and the hotel’s pool and walled garden. 

Islington’s conservatory and (right) one of 
the hotel’s many fine-art installations.

U N D E R
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Joan Bailey, a Virtuoso travel advisor, loves this relaxed escape 
for its bright design and easy beach access.

1 “The hotel is located on 

the Quadrado [square] of  

Trancoso, a 500-year-old  

fishing village full of restored 

buildings and artisan shops.  

I’ve never experienced a pro- 

perty so integrated with its  

surroundings in such a  

meaningful way.”

2 “Guest rooms, aka casas,  

make you feel like you’re  

sleeping over at a hip relative’s  

home. For Quadrado views,  

book the one-bedroom  

Seu Pedrinho.”

3 “I love the vibrant, colourful flow-
ers – hibiscus, bougainvillea, na-

tive orchids, and more – that bloom 

around the hotel’s bright courtyard.” 

4 “The hotel’s Barra do Rio  

Trancoso beach is an eight-

minute walk away. For the best views, 

post up for the day in one of Uxua’s 

private cabanas.”

5 “You’ll find Uxua Praia, the hotel’s 

laid-back beach bar, in an old fish-

ing boat that washed ashore nearby 

years ago. Fresh, fruity cocktails are 

juiced and mixed right in front of you.” 

5 THINGS 
I LOVE

UXUA CASA 
HOTEL & SPA

Trancoso, Brazil 

11
ROOMS 

Who isn’t mesmerised by photographs of Santorini, 
where whitewashed Cycladic buildings and blue-
domed churches cascade from the volcanic island’s 

cliffs towards the Aegean Sea? What those pretty pictures don’t 
show: hordes of tourists who crowd the streets of Fira, the capi-
tal city, when cruise ships pull into port. Upon arrival, I must ad-
mit feeling a slight pang of disappointment in my illusory dream 
destination – until I retreated to Canaves Oia Hotel in the village 
of Oia (pronounced ee-ah). Owned by Markos Chaidemenos 
and his family, it’s exactly the idyllic escape I’d imagined, with a 

spare, contemporary design that would please any minimalist. 
The bright-white buildings dazzle against the sky and sea, and 
many rooms are literally built into caves, where the white-on-
white theme continues. As you explore the property via winding, 
stepped paths (leave the high heels at home), passing through 
dramatic doorways and bougainvillea-draped terraces, every 
turn brings that caldera view into focus. It’s the perfect setting 
to stare into the sea, a glass of local white wine in hand, and  
ponder the lost city of Atlantis. Dream destination delivered –  
no Photoshop required.  – Elaine Srnka  

CANAVES OIA 
HOTEL     
Santorini, Greece 

18
ROOMS 

EDITOR’S 
PICK

Open-air reception area and 
(left) our cover model:  

Canaves Oia Hotel’s pool

Uxua’s sunny  
Seu Pedrinho casa.
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BEYOND ITS TOURIST CORE, THE  
SWEDISH CAPITAL BRIMS WITH INTRIGUE. 

BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAN KULLBERG

Design destination:  
Svenskt Tenn in Östermalm.
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 CAN’T REMEMBER MY FIRST 
visit to Stockholm, but I’ve seen 
the photos. It was summertime, 
and I was just a few months old, 
bundled up by my mother in 
yellow-striped jumpers and knit 

bonnets on what would be my first jour-
ney to her native country. 

As the years passed and my interests 
evolved, summer visits took me to dif-
ferent parts of the city. As a child, I raced 
my Swedish cousins down the winding 
cobblestoned lanes of the Old Town, or 
Gamla Stan, dodging tourists along our 
way to devour sticky cardamom buns 
at old-fashioned cafés. As a teenager, I 
spent my pocket money in the vast gal-
lerias of Norrmalm, the busy city-centre 
district where H&M (the Swedish fast-
fashion chain) seems to have an outpost 
on nearly every block. 

Today, I call Södermalm my home. 
The trendy neighbourhood south of 
the city centre was off-limits when I 
was growing up, burdened by a danger-
ous reputation that’s hard to imagine 
now. These days on Söder, as locals call 
the island district, you’re apt to run 

into one of the nation’s pop stars shop- 
ping for groceries at the gourmet market  
Urban Deli (“Hej, Veronica!”) or spot a 
podcast anchor with a cult following from 
across the bar at the Nytorget 6 bistro. 
This is where Stockholm cultivated its 
reputation as a city synonymous with ef-
fortless Nordic cool. 

But Södermalm represents just a small 
part of what makes Stockholm such a 
compelling place to visit right now, espe-
cially since every neighbourhood across 
this beautiful city has developed its own 
distinct personality. Some are bastions 
of fine dining, where the red-hot New 
Nordic culinary trend ignited the world’s 
interest in foraging for native ingredients, 
pickling vegetables, and smoking fish. In 
other districts, fashion and design trends 
are being born daily. And sprinkled into 
the mix are enough hip bars and night-
life to buoy you through the protracted 
summer nights – all in one compact city. 
Välkommen till Stockholm.

FEAST IN THE EAST
ÖSTERMALM
This eastern enclave encompasses the 

city’s most exclusive residential areas, 
with stately fin de siècle buildings and 
handsome brick facades. After mid-
night, red velvet ropes corral the young, 
blonde, and beautiful outside the clubs 
and members-only lounges that ring 
Stureplan, a large square associated with 
Stockholm’s nightlife.  

Despite this concentration of night-
clubs, the area as a whole was long 
viewed as buttoned-up and a bit boring. 
Not so these days: The country’s top 
young chefs have flocked to the neigh-
bourhood, opening exciting new restau-
rants. And the area’s unrivalled design  
offerings range from timeless eclecti-
cism to modern minimalism. 

Östermalms Saluhall
A restoration of Saluhallen, the city’s 
premier food hall, which opened in the 
1880s, has shuttered the historic build-
ing until 2018. In the meantime, ven-
dors have set up shop across the street 
in a modern temporary market on  
Östermalmstorg. This airy space is 
a food lover’s dream: aged Swedish 
cheeses at Tysta Mari, fresh cardamom 
buns at Vete-Katten, pickled herring at  
Melanders Fisk & Vilt. Linger at one 
of the on-site restaurants serving fresh-
from-the-market meals, from open-faced 
sandwiches at Nybroe Smørrebrød to 
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Clockwise from left: 
Sven-Harrys mu-

seum, an Östermalm 
view, and brunch at 

Pom & Flora.

seafood platters at Lisa Elmqvist, an  
official purveyor to the royal family.  
Östermalmstorg; ostermalmshallen.se.

Adam/Albin
Following a string of pop-ups, dinner 
series, and dining clubs, the chef duo 
of Adam Dahlberg and Albin Wessman 
opened their long-awaited first restau-
rant to critical acclaim. A multiuse space 
next door offers cooking classes, casu-
al lunches, and private dinners. But the 
young chefs now focus on the ambitious 
restaurant, where diners seated around 
long ash-wood tables eat creative five-
course menus featuring flavourful 
plates such as South American-inspired 
halibut with cilantro, ginger, and avoca-
do. Rådmansgatan 16; adamalbin.se.

Gastrologik and Speceriet
These side-by-side restaurants – the 
first a Michelin-starred fine-dining 
room, the other a cosy “back-pocket” 
bistro – share a kitchen and a New Nor-
dic culinary philosophy. “We’re always 
adapting to the produce,” says Jacob 
Holmström, one of two chef-owners 
and the former executive chef at Math-
ias Dahlgren’s lauded Grand Hôtel 
Stockholm restaurants, Matsalen and 
Matbaren. Understated, copper-accent-
ed Gastrologik serves superb seasonal 

tasting menus, while a recent expan-
sion at Speceriet created more space for 
the convivial communal tables where 
à la carte menus have included crisp 
Swedish pork loin with cabbage and an-
chovies. Artillerigatan 14; gastrologik.se, 
speceriet.se.

Asplund
One must-see for design-minded visi-
tors: the f lagship store of Asplund, a 
contemporary design company that 
produces instant classics. Peek into 
any stylish Stockholm apartment and 
you’ll likely spot one of the company’s 
signature bureaus, patterned car-
pets, or marble-topped sideboards. 
Rounding out the shop’s collection 
are exclusive products from collabo-
rations with stars of the Scandinavian 
design world, from printed textiles by 
the Swedish architect Thomas San-
dell to sculptural brass candlesticks 
designed by Claesson Koivisto Rune. 
Sibyllegatan 31; asplund.org.

Svenskt Tenn
The decadent riot of colour and pat-
terns on display at this classic interior 
design emporium is the stylistic oppo-
site of Nordic minimalism. Art teacher 
Estrid Ericson founded the company 
in 1924; today, the shop occupies a 
mesmerising labyrinth that includes 
a design concierge and a second-f loor 

tea salon. Best known for its bold tex-
tiles, Svenskt Tenn stocks a seemingly 
endless collection of whimsical, artistic 
prints and furniture by beloved design-
er and artist Josef Frank. Strandvägen 5; 
svenskttenn.se.
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FIKA AND ART
VASASTAN
Visitors often overlook this northern 
neighbourhood, with its wide avenues 
and quiet, residential side streets. But 
therein lies the appeal: Vasastan is dense 
with corner cafés and neighbourhood 
restaurants frequented by discerning 
locals. Its peripheral location also allows 
space for artists, and a former industrial 
zone has established itself as the city’s 
gallery district. 

Kaffeverket
You can’t visit Sweden without partak-
ing in fika, the custom of slowing down 
for a coffee break, typically with some-
thing sweet to eat, such as a kanelbulle 
(cinnamon bun). An integral part of 
the social fabric, fika with colleagues 
at work or with a friend or date at a 
café is an everyday activity for most 
Swedes. This top-notch café – one of 
the city’s most popular fika destina-
tions – serves excellent espresso, mat-
cha lattes, smoothies, and cold-pressed 
juices. Fresh kanelbullar, hearty sand-
wiches, and tempting baked goods, such 
as banana-pecan cake or gluten-free 
chocolate cake with Nutella frosting, 
fill the display case. Sankt Eriksgatan 88; 
kaffeverket.nu.

Pom & Flora
“I just serve here what I prefer eat-
ing, or what we as a family prefer eat-
ing,” says owner Anna Axelsson, who 
opened the first Pom & Flora in 2013 
in Södermalm. Inspired by Australian 
breakfasts, Axelsson adds Swedish 
ingredients to the equation, using rye 
bread for avocado toast and compos-
ing chia puddings with local fruit, from 
pears to lingonberries. Food bloggers 

flock here to snap the colourful plates, so 
arrive early to claim a seat during week-
end brunch at the spacious Vasastan  
location. Odengatan 39; pomochflora.se.

Gallery District and Designgalleriet
Stockholm’s Gallery District spans Hu-
diksvallsgatan, an industrial lane on 
the northwestern edge of the city with 
a cluster of contemporary art galler-
ies. Exhibitions feature up-and-coming 
Scandinavian artists and well-known 
international names (a well-received 
Robert Mapplethorpe retrospective at 
Christian Larsen, for example). For 
design, look south to Designgalleriet, a 
gallery dedicated to promoting young 

TIP
“Take an afternoon fika at Sturekat-
ten, a charming eighteenth-century 
teahouse in Östermalm. Its ornately 

decorated rooms are perfect for 
drawn-out lunches and coffee 

breaks. At Nytorget 6, a warm and 
lively neighbourhood restaurant in 

the heart of Södermalm, cosy up for 
a plate of traditional meatballs and 
don’t miss the signature cocktails 

and delicious homemade desserts.”

– Nancy Little,  
Virtuoso travel advisor
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GETTING THERE Swedish 
efficiency begins at 
Stockholm Arlanda 
Airport, where the 
Arlanda Express 
train whisks visitors 
to Stockholm’s cen-
tral train station in 
20 minutes. To cross 
town quickly, hop 
on the underground 
(tunnelbanan). The 
three main lines (red, 
green, and blue) are 
easy to navigate, and 
many stations double 
as large-scale art 
installations (don’t 
miss the mosaics at 
Kungsträdgården 
on the blue line). 
Otherwise, get 

around on foot or by 
bike; the City Bikes 
programme lets you 
borrow a bicycle for 
up to three hours at a 
time from some 140 
stations around the 
city (April through 
October only). And 
don’t worry about 
navigating the lan-
guage: Swedes speak 
excellent English. 

GO Time a trip be-
tween April and Sep-
tember to enjoy long 
days of sunshine; the 
city sees upwards of 
20 hours of daylight 
in June. Many restau-
rants and businesses 

close for holiday in 
July and early August, 
which is when Stock-
holmers flee the city 
for a few weeks in the 
countryside or the 
nearby archipelago. 

STAY On the water-
front, the Grand 
Hôtel Stockholm, 
the city’s 280-room 
grande dame, faces 
the Royal Palace. Its 
New Nordic restau-
rants are helmed by 
Mathias Dahlgren, 
a founder of the 
culinary movement; 
at Michelin-starred 
Matbaren, counter 
seats come with a 

show as chefs – usu-
ally including Dahl-
gren himself – work 
culinary magic. His 
brand-new venue,  
Rutabaga, a vegetar-
ian restaurant, de-
buted in the hotel just 
a few months ago. 

With less than a 
decade in its current 
location, the Lydmar 
Hotel is a relative 
newcomer to the 
harbourside strip an-
chored by the Grand. 
The 46-room boutique 
property also trades in 
luxury but, as the hip-
per neighbour, brings 
in DJs to spin on the 

patio, where the scene 
peaks come summer. 

Ett Hem means “a 

home,” and that’s 
precisely the ethos 
at this northern 
Östermalm town-
house that star 
designer Ilse Crawford 
transformed into an 
eminently stylish, 
12-room hideaway. 
Embrace the cosset-
ing do-as-you-please 
atmosphere: Grab 
some cake from the 
kitchen, pour cocktails 
in the parlour, settle 
into a courtyard chair, 
or curl up beside a 
crackling fireplace. 

NORDIC  
KNOWLEDGE

A practical guide to Stockholm.

local artisans and designers, as well as 
established firms. Kammakargatan 52; 
designgalleriet.com.

Sven-Harrys Konstmuseum
This unmissable structure – six storeys 
high and sheathed in shiny brass – calls 
itself a museum but has the soul of a 
gallery. Temporary exhibitions have 
featured fashion and films, but tend to 
focus on Nordic artists, as in a current 
show of work by renowned belle epoque 
painter Anders Zorn, on loan from the 
Zorn Museum. This creative complex 
also exhibits sculptures on the rooftop, 
as well as a penthouse replica – furnish-
ings and artworks included – of the  
former home of founder and art collector 
Sven-Harry Karlsson. Eastmansvägen 
10-12; sven-harrys.se.

SHOPS AND SIPS
SÖDERMALM 
This southern island has evolved from 
a scruffy working-class neighbourhood 

to a hub for the city’s creative class, 
particularly the area known to locals 
as SoFo (due to its location south of the 
main thoroughfare Folkungagatan). It’s 
easy to understand the comparisons 
of this part of Södermalm to Brooklyn,  
especially on weekends, when sidewalks 
and cafés fill with young stroller-push-
ing families. Excellent coffee shops, 
bars, and independent boutiques line 
the streets around Mariatorget (Maria 
Square). And as the weather warms, so 
does the ambience, as storefronts throw 
open their doors and alfresco seating 
packed with Swedes soaking up the sun 
takes over the streets. 

Nytorgsgatan
Shops from Swedish brands large and 
small occupy this main artery in SoFo. 
At Pärlans Konfektyr, a candy store 
plucked from the 1930s, shop girls in 
pinafores and pin curls wrap boxes of 
caramels. Swedish Hasbeens stocks 
trendy 1970s-style wooden clogs. At 

Clockwise from left:  
Bar Hommage, Pärlans 
Konfektyr goodies, and 
Mini Rodini beachwear.



VIRTUOSO LIFE52

Mini Rodini, kids’ clothing comes in eco-
friendly fabrics with cute illustrations 
from founder Cassandra Rhodin. And 
an outpost of Acne Studios, the cult 
fashion brand known for its androgy-
nous style and must-have denim piec-
es, stands on the corner. Nytorgsgatan  
36-38; parlanskonfektyr.se, swedishhasbeens.
com, minirodini.com, acnestudios.com.

Brandstationen
Local stylists seek inspiration at this ev-
er-changing interior design store, which 
feels like stepping inside an enchanted 
greenhouse. Amid climbing plants and 
cacti, find a well-curated collection of 
vintage and new furnishings: teak bar 
carts, indigo velvet couches, and grand 
chandeliers. The beautiful chaos in-
cludes cases filled with fine antique 
watches and midcentury and antique 
jewellery, walls crammed with mirrors 
and framed estate art, and shelves dis-
playing brass candlesticks, modern table 

lamps, and designer soaps. Hornsgatan 
64; herrjudit.se/brandstationen.

Punk Royale and Punk Royale Café
Bringing a sense of humour to food 
brought chefs Joakim Almqvist and  
Kalle Nilsson many critics. But since 
opening their first restaurant, Punk 
Royale, in 2015, the acclaim has been 
deafening. “Sweden can be so boring 
sometimes,” says Almqvist, who seeks 
to turn every meal into a party at the 
restaurant and the newly opened Punk 
Royale Café next door. Nab a hard-to-
get reservation or just walk into the 
café, where you’ll find a rollicking at-
mosphere and fun-to-eat food, such as 
creamy pucks of foie gras topped with 
jam smiley faces. Folkungagatan 128; 
punkroyale.se.

Bar Hommage
Located in a historic building that once 
housed a fire station, this establishment 

feels like a hazy Parisian hangout, with 
candles f lickering on the bar, wooden 
bar-stools, and a cocktail list favouring 
concoctions made with Champagne 
and pastis. The adjoining bistro serves 
well-prepared French fare. Krukmakar-
gatan 22; bar-hommage.com.

Omnipollos Hatt
This one-of-a-kind beer bar from Omni- 
pollo, a local gypsy brewer, is known as 
much for its bottle art as for its beers, all 
made in collaboration with established 
breweries. The bar, which also serves 
wood-fired pizzas, reflects the ethos of its 
founders, Henok Fentie, a home brewer, 
and Karl Grandin, an artist and cofound-
er of the Swedish fashion brand Cheap 
Monday. Grandin’s psychedelic art in-
forms the bar’s interior, but the beers are 
just as memorable, including a vanilla-
marshmallow stout, served topped with 
toasted marshmallows. Hökens gata 1A;  
omnipolloshatt.com.  

THIS SOUTHERN 
ISLAND HAS EVOLVED 

FROM A SCRUFFY 
WORKING-CLASS 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

TO A HAPPENING HUB 
FOR THE CITY’S 

CREATIVE CLASS.

Clockwise from top: 
Nordic home goods at 
Asplund, fika with a smile 
at Kaffeverket in Vasastan 
and seventies chic at 
Swedish Hasbeens.
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Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest
Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities

including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Event.

*All fares are in Australian dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Fares are current as of 17 Mar 2017. Some suite categories may not be 
available. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without notice. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are included.  
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PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• ULTIMATE ROMANCE IN THE COOK ISLANDS
Your fifth night is free and you will receive a NZ$250 (approx. AU$231) food and 
beverage credit, a dinner for two, and round-trip airport transfers at Pacific Resort 
Aitutaki, a collection of 27 beachfront bungalows and villas. Be as active or as  
lazy as you wish – snorkel the resort’s Aquatic Eco Trail, sip cocktails poolside, 
indulge in world-class cuisine at Rapae Bay Restaurant, and visit the spa. 

Virtuoso rates from NZ$2,300 (approx. AU$2,123) per person, for five nights, double occupancy. Available 
until 31 March 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; US$100 (approx. 
AU$132/NZ$143) spa credit; à la carte breakfast daily; and more. 

• SPA GETAWAY
Relax and rejuvenate with a spa journey for yourself and your loved ones at  
The Fullerton Hotel Singapore’s The Fullerton Spa. Enjoy a 60-minute massage 
of your choice as well as a 30-minute Bespoke Skin Polish. This award-winning 
river-view hotel, built in 1928, is close to the city’s top attractions. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until 29 December 2017. Room rate includes 
daily breakfast; a Fullerton Merlion cocktail; dining and spa discounts; use of a Handy phone; historical 
hotel tours; and more. 

• A HOLIDAY UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
The magic of the season is even brighter under the northern lights – a lofty 
goal made easily accessible by 50 Degrees North and a luxury Norwegian 
lodge, set high above the Arctic Circle. You will travel for six days, enjoying 
accommodations and all meals, a memorable Christmas Eve dinner, activities 
(dogsledding, snowshoeing, ice fishing, and a northern lights guided tour), 
and more. 

Virtuoso rates from AU$5,050 (approx. NZ$5,468) per person, per package. Departs 23 December 2017; 
book by 30 September 2017. 

• MAKE MORE MEMORIES IN VANCOUVER
With your third night gratis at Rosewood Hotel Georgia, you will have more 
time to partake in Vancouver’s sophisticated vibe. Dine at the award-winning 
Hawksworth Restaurant, or find your happy place at Sense, a Rosewood  
Spa®. Venture into the city for shopping and sightseeing, including verdant 
Stanley Park. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until 30 September 2017. Virtuoso exclusive 
amenities include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; US$100 (approx. AU$132/NZ$143) hotel 
credit; and more. 

• A ROYAL RECEPTION IN PARIS
French imperial Prince Roland Bonaparte (grandnephew of Napoleon 
Bonaparte) once called Shangri-La Hotel, Paris home – it was originally built 
for him in 1896. Today, the iconic Palais Iéna has been lovingly restored and 
welcomes Parisians and world travellers with its discreet royal treatment. 
Ascend the grand staircase to your elegant guest room, where you will be 
transfixed by Eiffel Tower and River Seine views and, inside, the Pierre-Yves 
Rochon style, a commingling of Empire and minimalist luxury. Shop for the 
perfect outfit at the exclusive fashion boutiques of Avenue Montaigne and 
Avenue George V, just around the corner, then dine at the one-Michelin-
starred Shang Palace or two-Michelin-starred L’Abeille. Located in the former 
stables of Prince Roland is the Chi spa and health club, which includes a 
swimming pool bathed in natural light, a fitness centre, and two serene spa 
treatment rooms. 

Virtuoso rates from EUR 795 (approx. AU$1,122/NZ$1,215) per room, per night. Available throughout 2017. 
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; early check-in and late checkout, if 
available; breakfast daily; US$100 (approx. AU$132/NZ$143) hotel credit; Wi-Fi; and round-trip private 
airport transfers for Duplex Eiffel Tower View Suite guests and higher.



PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF TOKYO
Rising high above Japan’s cutting-edge capital, The Ritz-Carlton, Tokyo 
occupies the city’s tallest building, with jaw-dropping 360-degree views. 
Outside, the Roppongi District teems with trendy food, fashion, and upscale 
shopping. The adjacent Tokyo Midtown complex features luxurious shops, 
restaurants, a cooking studio, spa wellness centres, jazz nightclub, and 
entertainment such as illumination shows, Cherry Blossom Lounge, and an ice 
rink in winter. The guest rooms have recently been renovated and were 
inspired by intricate Japanese details and natural elements for a contemporary, 
local aesthetic. Views range from the Tokyo skyline to the Tokyo Tower, Mount 
Fuji to the Imperial Palace Garden. In particular the view of Mount Fuji from 
the Club Lounge – an exclusive hideaway for Club Level guests, with a private 
bar and library – is awe-inspiring. Dine at Hinokizaka, where traditional cuisine 
is handcrafted daily, or the Michelin-starred Azure 45, one of the city’s finest 
French restaurants, helmed by award-winning chef Shintaro Miyazaki. For a 
modern Tokyo experience, enjoy a Japanese whisky tasting at the bar.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and availability. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include 
a complimentary fourth night; room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; US$100 hotel credit; compli-
mentary Wi-Fi; and more. 

• FIND YOUR ZEN IN KYOTO
The cultural heart of Japan, Kyoto – “the city with 10,000 shrines” – is known 
for its Zen temples, palaces, and gardens. There are 17 World Heritage sites 
here, as well as time-honoured tea ceremonies and world-renowned kimonos. 
In the centre of it all, find The Ritz-Carlton, Kyoto, with a picture-perfect 
setting in full view of the Kamogawa River. Outside, lush Japanese gardens 
invite quiet strolls. Guests of the Suite TSUKIMI can turn their gaze heavenward 
for magical moon-viewing from their own private deck with panoramic vistas 
of the Higashiyama mountain range. Immerse yourself in local culture and 
partake in the hotel’s curated Kyoto Art of Craftsmen activities, ranging from 
kimono and samurai experiences to Japanese cooking and crafts. Dining 
brings a tantalising choice: the pinnacle of Japan’s gastronomic art at Mizuki, 
with four styles of Japanese cooking, or fine Italian at La Locanda. Later, 
celebrate at The Bar, with customised Japanese cocktails or a sake tasting. 
Everywhere, look for the hotel’s extensive art collection, themed around  
The Tale of Genji, the classic eleventh-century novel by Murasaki Shikibu.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and availability. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include 
a complimentary fourth night; room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; US$100 hotel credit; compli-
mentary Wi-Fi; and more. 

• GASTRONOMIC DELIGHTS, CASTLES & RIVERSIDE WALKS 
Known for all of the above – and so much more – Osaka is the gateway to 
western Japan and is conveniently located next to two of Japan’s ancient 
capitals, Kyoto and Nara. From here, it is also easy to access Hiroshima, 
Miyajima, and Mount Koya. And there is no better home base than  
The Ritz-Carlton, Osaka, in the heart of the prestigious Nishi-Umeda business 
and shopping district and close to the city’s cultural centre. Bring your 
appetite – this city of culinary legacy is a dream for foodies, from street food 
to Michelin-starred restaurants. The hotel itself offers Japanese, French, 
Chinese, and Italian restaurants. Hanagatami serves the freshest sushi at a 
seven-metre cypress sushi counter, and sumibiyaki is fired over high-grade 
ubame oak charcoal from Wakayama. Outside, discover the famous Dotonbori 
and Namba districts, as well as Universal Studios Japan. Later, retreat to the 
heated indoor pool, spacious gym, or spa for massages and personalised 
treatments. And when you’re ready to rest your weary head, consider one of 
the fully refurbished Club Level guest rooms or the Club Lounge experience, 
with exclusivity and customised services. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and availability. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include 
a complimentary fourth night; room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; US$100 food and beverage 
credit; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more. 
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Souvenir

TIP: Before boarding your return flight at Cape Town International Airport, pick up last-minute gifts at Out of Africa, a two-storey shop in the 
international terminal. The store features regional goods, many of them made by South Africans through community outreach programmes.

Local finds, clockwise from top left: Original T Bag  
Designs tote made from recycled tea bags, Master Wires 
and Beadcraft bowl, Franschhoek’s Maison Estate shiraz, 
a porcupine quill, South African rand, African Rock Candy 
agate-slab necklace, and hand-beaded salad servers.

Cape Town
Mementoes from South Africa’s  
“Mother City.” 

If only Cape Town were closer, 
it would be my go-to getaway. 
This port city has it all: gor-
geous scenery, a rich cultural 
history, a vibrant food and 
wine scene – and incred-
ible value. Even the nicest 
restaurants are affordable, so 
go ahead and order another 
bottle of pinotage. To burn off 
those calories, rappel down 
Table Mountain or cage-dive 
with great white sharks. 
(Less-adventurous types 
can ride the cable car to the 
top for sweeping views of 
the Cape Peninsula or watch 
penguins play on Boulders 
Beach.) Plan a day trip to the 
winelands, where wineries 
will ship purchases home for 
you. For distinctive African 
treasures, Watershed at the 
revitalised Victoria & Albert 
Waterfront houses 150  
vendors selling clothing, 
jewellery, home decor, and 
handicrafts. My Cape Town 
souvenirs serve as fond  
reminders that some places 
are worth the trek.   
– Elaine Srnka, editorial director



My luxury is

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveller Dianna Unis

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.  The best travel experiences uniquely reflect  

you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s the views in 

Positano or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every 

client, every detail, every time.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 

who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue on virtuoso.com.



The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one  

who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalogue on virtuoso.com.

The Perks of Being Our Client 

With us, you can expect upgrades, special touches,  
and true Virtuoso treatment. Whether for a weekend  

escape or a longer, more complex itinerary, we’ll  
ensure all of your travels are extraordinary.




