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Where You’re A Star
THE BEST OF BEVERLY HILLS VILLA STAYS ULTIMATE ESCAPES

are you a virtuoso traveller?
Virtuoso travellers expect more. They want custom experiences
and itineraries perfectly suited to their preferences, and have
a Virtuoso member travel specialist who delivers just that. They
know the Internet isn’t enough, not when it comes to their holidays.
They prefer the peace of mind of having a professional handle
all the details, someone who is their editor of information, their
sounding board, and their advocate. Our agency is a proud
member of Virtuoso, and being our valued client is all it takes to
make you a Virtuoso traveller.
Enjoy this issue with our compliments, and be sure to check out
the story about a true Virtuoso traveller’s experience on page 14.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.
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iS name was ernesto

and I’ll never forget him.
We met on holiday in
Mexico and immediately
clicked. He was with me the entire
trip, from the morning when I
awoke until long after the sun set
on another gorgeous day. He had
an uncanny ability to anticipate
my every wish or need, and would
magically appear at just the right
moment. It was difficult to
leave, and we parted with a long
hug goodbye.
I’m talking, of course, about
the personal butler who tended to
my party of four last summer at
One&Only Palmilla in Los Cabos,
Mexico. I’d stayed at hotels that
offer butler service before, and,
frankly, misunderstood the concept as elevated housekeeping.
But thanks to Ernesto I now realize it can be so much more than
that. From delivering our favourite
snacks to personally arranging an impromptu al fresco dinner under the
stars, the butler did it all. Perhaps the
best part was taking him up on his offer to pack our belongings so we could
stay by the pool just a little bit longer.
It was such a treat – and isn’t treating
ourselves part of why we travel? To be
sure, travel is a cultural and educational experience, but you choose a
luxury hotel for the surroundings,
amenities, and service – the cornerstone of any good hotel.
Every hotel is a good one (to say the
least) in the pages of this, our annual
Hotels Issue. We’ve packed it with more
than 60 of the best hotels and resorts
around the world, noting the stellar
service and those amazing VIP perks
and amenities you can only get by booking through your travel specialist.
From welcome bottles of Champagne
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enjoy ...
IT’S ALL INCLUDED

EXPLORE THESE EXCITING EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS
Here are just a few of our exciting and exclusive voyages to the world’s most longed for locations, all with every luxury
you can imagine including unmatched onboard amenities. Plus, our FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions and our newly
added FREE Luxury Hotel Package. Enjoy ... it’s all included.

Seven Seas Voyager | Seven Seas Mariner
700 GUESTS, ALL-SUITES, ALL-BALCONIES

MONTE CARLO TO ATHENS
OCTOBER 9, 2011 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager

Fares from US$4,499 per person including US$1,000 Bonus Savings

enjoy …

• Additional bonus savings
of up to US$6,000 per suite
• FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions
• FREE Luxury Hotel Package

VENICE TO ROME
NOVEMBER 10, 2011 | 10 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner

Fares from US$3,839 per person including US$700 Bonus Savings

• FREE Beverages Including
Fine Wines and Premium Spirits
• FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

BARCELONA TO DUBAI
NOVEMBER 28, 2011 | 21 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager

Fares from US$7,199 per person including US$3,000 Bonus Savings

All Featured Voyages Include:
VOYAGER CLUB HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL
RECEPTION AND EXCLUSIVE SHORE EVENT

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL SPECIALIST
BOOK BEFORE JUNE 30 — PRICES SUBJECT TO INCREASE JULY 1
Fares are subject to increase on July 1, 2011, are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include all savings. All fares and offers are for new bookings only, subject to availability, may not be combinable
with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. Advertised fares include government taxes. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to
change any and all fares, fees, and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions apply and can be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas and Bermuda. ©2011 Regent Seven Seas Cruises.
IS_FL_11467
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PAssPort
destInatIons, trends, culture,

and style

NATURAL
LOOKER
As the former head couturier for
Givenchy and the designer who
incited the trend to low-rise
jeans, Alexander McQueen
influenced fashion from class to
mass. In Alexander McQueen:
Savage Beauty, the Costume
Institute of New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art assembles a 19-year
retrospective of the late British designer,
best known for his darkly romantic
vision. McQueen often deconstructed
clothes and exaggerated women’s
shapes in theatrical shows that,
captured on video, supplement the exhibition, which
runs 4 May until 31 July.
www.metmuseum.org.

sØLvE sUNdsbØ

alexander mcQueen’s 2007
sarabande dress.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY
MichAEL frANK, ELAiNE GLUsAc, frAN GoLdEN,
EMMA sLoLEY, ANd LisA WoGAN
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PASSPORT
FOOD & SPIRITS

toast this

Perfect Pairing

Toast California’s finest at the 261-room ritz-carlton,
half moon Bay’s vintner series. Guests begin with a
complimentary glass of wine at check-in, followed by
Friday-through-Sunday tastings in the wine bar and a
monthly vintner-hosted dinner in Navio restaurant. Silver
Oak Cellars and Stage Left star on 6 May and 17 June, respectively, with Alpha Omega and Far Niente soon to come.

SPEcIalISt tIPS

we asked some of VIrtuoso’s saVVIest

toname theIr faVourIte nyc hotel. the general resPonse: too many
great oPtIons to loVe Just one! an aBBreVIated surVey:

“the greenwich. The more i travel, the more i crave personality in a hotel room;
i’m so bored with beige on beige. Junior suites give you a huge bathroom with a
Moroccan mosaic-tile ﬂoor, plus a comped minibar.”
– Jack S. Ezon
“the ritz-carlton central Park features a spectacular view and location and
perfect service. room 2214 has a great top-ﬂoor view of the park and more
closet space than other rooms.” – Frederico Fajardo
“The st. regis new york is a particular favourite. i love its staff – most have
been there for years and treat returning guests like family – and that butler
service is offered to nonsuite guests too.”
– Kathy Burns Lamphier

Va-Va-Vroom
Style icons that turn ralph Lauren’s
head: European sports cars. running
until 28 August at the Musée des Arts
décoratifs in Paris, The Art of the Automobile: Masterpieces of the Ralph Lauren Collection showcases models from
the 1930s through 1990s, including one of
only four 1938 Bugatti 57 SC Atlantic Coupés ever
built (right) and a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing
Coupé. The auto-to-apparel analogy resounds in the ultra-sexy
1958 Ferrari 250 Testa rossa – “redhead” in Italian – the vehicular
equivalent of a siren’s red dress. www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr.

hobart’s new mona.

hot In hoBart
“You should know that the most
important forces behind me and this
museum stem from my dark side,”
says museum of old and new art
founder David Walsh. Provocative
and ambitious, Hobart, Tasmania’s
newest draw features some 2,200
works ranging from Young British
Artist Damien Hirst to Australian icon
Sidney Nolan. MONA caps off the waterfront city’s already lively art scene,
spearheaded by the renowned henry
Jones art hotel, which features
artworks by emerging and established
Tasmanian artists.
“MONA is particularly exciting in the
way it presents an encounter between
key works of antiquity alongside major
statements by contemporary artists.
This compelling experience is heightened by the brilliance of Nonda Katsalidis’ architecture. It is an amazing new
development for Tasmania and for
contemporary art in Australia.”
– frances lindsay, deputy director,
national gallery of Victoria, australia

“Over the years I have seen guests
change their attitude, lose their fear
of the art world, and even consider
art as something they can integrate
into their daily existence. People travel
intelligently these days … they want
a different experience, and they certainly get it now in Hobart.”
– christine scott, art curator,
the henry Jones art hotel

“Hobart is such a surprise package … a tiny city with laid-back
Australian hospitality and jawdropping scenery. It somehow
manages a sophistication in
food and the arts comparable to both Melbourne
and Sydney.”
– cher roscoe,
Virtuoso travel specialist

g’day, dallas: Beginning 16 may, Qantas aIrways will launch direct flights from sydney to dallas
four times each week, with a stop in Brisbane en route to sydney on outbound service from the texas hub.
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(cAr) MichAEL fUrMAN

Celebrated sommelier
Estelle Touzet guides a new winetasting series in
the clubby Bar 228 at Paris’ 160-room le meurice.
The near-monthly events, les nocturnes du 228,
focus on Touzet’s tasting trips, including Languedoc
(2 June), as well as single varietals such as syrah (8
September), riesling (3 November), and cabernet
sauvignon (8 December), each paired with canapés from triple-Michelin-starred
chef Yannick Alléno. 228 rue de Rivoli; 33-1/4458-1066.

T h e c h a r ac T e r of L on d on

for reservations,
please call your
Virtuoso travel specialist.

Nothing like a spot of
shopping before lunch.

{

}

Book the Hemingway Wing Safari between February and June
and receive AUD$250 (NZD$325) per person gift credit in the
Micato Safari Shop. And we’ll take care of the shipping costs.

T HE M ICATO A DVANTAGE…
Winner, “World’s Best Tour Operator” by Travel+Leisure. ( A record seven times. )
Winner, two “World Saver Awards” by Condé Nast Traveler. Educational Initiatives and Overall Winner.
The Micato One for One Commitment: For every booking, we send an African child to school.
Superbly-outfitted travellers and wildlife.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist for details.
Voted “The World’s Best Tour Operator & Safari Outfitter”
Travel+Leisure “World’s Best Awards” Seven-Time Winner

PASSPORT
HOTEL VILLAS

why do It yourself?
sometimes you just need space to spread out, a little extra privacy, perhaps a fridge to stash snacks
and the makings of a few meals – but you still crave hotel service and amenities. hotel villas
blend the best of both worlds. here are a few of our favourites – plus those coveted virtuoso perks.

HOTEL HIGHLIGHTS

CASTIGLION DEL BOSCO

PERKS

Breakfast daily, plus a wine tour
and tasting.

MoNtALciNo, itALY

One of the largest private estates in
Tuscany, this 32-room retreat boasts a
spa, restaurants and bar, a golf course,
and a culinary academy. Nine villas
range from three to five bedrooms,
each with heated swimming pools
and covered terraces; some have pool
houses and private tennis courts.

SPEcIalISt tIP:

“it’s in a fantastic location, and so i always
remind clients that they must tear themselves away from the property for a little bit
to see the fabulous towns and vineyards in
the area.”

SHEEN FALLS LODGE KENMArE, coUNtY KErrY, irELANd

Outdoor adventures await at this eighteenthcentury fishing lodge nestled on Kenmare Bay,
from horseback riding to clay pigeon shooting, golf,
and, of course, fishing. The villas at this 85-room
property range from a two-bedroom, two-story
thatched-roof cottage (equipped with a La Cornue
stove in the kitchen) to a five-bedroom home with a
children’s playroom.
HOTEL DEL CORONADO coroNAdo, cALiforNiA

Set away from the 757-room main hotel – a
historic tourist attraction in its own right –
Hotel Del’s Beach Village is a private enclave
of 78 ocean-view rooms and suites with private
pools and a separate front desk and concierge.
One- to three-bedroom suites have kitchens,
fireplaces, and plenty of space – plus access
to all the Del has to offer.

Breakfast daily, a bottle of
wine and a hamper of fresh
food on arrival, complimentary
parking, and an excursion in the
hotel’s 1936 Buick Roadmaster
convertible.

Breakfast and a US$50 resort
credit daily.

SPEcIalISt tIP:

“i prefer the units behind the
oceanfront villas with a partial
ocean view. though the oceanfront views are better, a public
path in front of those units
means less privacy.”

CUISINART RESORT & SPA
rENdEzvoUs bAY, ANGUiLLA

The whitewashed one- to five-bedroom villas
set off from the 93-room main hotel have private pools (in most), wood floors, full kitchens,
and huge living rooms. The beach is one of the
island’s most beautiful, the spa is expansive,
and the restaurant’s menu features vegetables
from the world’s only resort hydroponic farm.

Breakfast daily and one
50-minute spa treatment.

SPEcIalISt tIP:

“don’t miss caribbean Night on friday:
feast on all the grilled lobster you want.”

THE VERANDA
ProvidENciALEs, tUrKs & cAicos

A residential-style resort on Grace Bay Beach, The
Veranda has 168 studios and one- to four-bedroom
villas. We like the eight beachfront cottages, spacious
homes with private pools, barbecue grills, and white
picket fences that allow direct access to the beach.
The hotel has a spa, restaurants, and a kids’ club,
among other offerings.

Breakfast daily and a US$100
resort credit (guests can also
donate the $100 to the Grace Bay
Resorts Community Foundation).

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 1
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PASSPORT SUITE TALK
Lofty aspirations:
The Barn at
Temple Guiting.

Play pampered
pioneer at the
Resort at Paws Up.

Outdoor Adventure
A pioneer in glamorous camping, western
Montana’s Resort at Paws Up expands its plushin-the-wild offerings with the new six-tent Pinnacle
Camp on the Blackfoot River. Opening in June,
the seasonal accommodations include four twobedroom family tents and two one-bedroom
options. Each features log furniture, downy linens,
decks, and comforts such as electricity, fans,
and en suite bathrooms with jetted tubs. A chef
and butler staff the compound, which shares
the resort’s 37,000 acres with 28 homes and
18 other tents in three separate camps.

Home Base

Abercrombie & Kent Villas has added
16 homes across Great Britain. Among
the options: London town houses, a
15-bedroom castle on Scotland’s Loch
Ness, and The Barn at Temple Guiting, a
restored five-bedroom cottage set on a
14-acre Cotswolds estate.

PREVIEW

Rue Saint-Honoré gets a touch more fashionable this year when Mandarin Oriental,
Paris joins fashion houses between place
Vendôme and the Tuileries Gardens. Highlights of
the light-filled property include 138 rooms promising
floor-to-ceiling windows (some with balconies
opening onto the interior courtyard), two Thierry
Marx restaurants, and a two-floor spa.
NEW
HOTEL

Coworth Park suite guests can borrow one of milliner Stephen Jones’ creations for Ascot Ladies Day on 16 June
(ask the hotel to secure tickets for you). To celebrate the Royal Ascot’s 300th anniversary, the property is hosting
a special hat-themed tea 11 until 19 June.
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Sibling
Rivalry

AP 1-2page OK.qxd:Mise en page 1

Two hotels in Singapore newly salute the republic’s colourful
history. Housed in the landmark 1928-vintage post office, the
400-room Fullerton Hotel Singapore recently debuted the
Fullerton Heritage
Gallery, a 74-squaremetre exhibit of maps,
photographs, and
artefacts dating back to
the seventeenth century.
Across the street, the
new 100-room Fullerton Bay Hotel includes
four suites honouring
Singapore’s largest
ethnicities – Chinese,
Malay, Indian, and
Peranakan – and
another in tribute to
its colonial era, using
sophisticated design
motifs such as silk wall
Fullerton Bay Hotel’s
panels and contempoClifford Suite.
rary artwork.
8/03/11

11:01

Page 1

HOTEL

ESPRIT SAINT GERMAIN
PARIS

FEEL AT HOME ON PARIS LEFT BANK, FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

PASSPORT CITY TO GO
mushroom ragout and close
to 70 wines by the glass.

DRINK Though a

Head to Boston for
fair-weather pursuits.
By HUNTER HOLCOMBE

Go FOR Boston’s

Bask in Boston’s glow
(clockwise from top): The
Commonwealth Shakespeare
Company’s summer
show and actors,
Bin 26 Enoteca’s charcuterie,
and XV Beacon’s rooftop.

12
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iconic blend of chic living and
rich Revolutionary war-era
history is at its best in the
tony Beacon Hill neighbourhood, famed for its gas-lamp
and brick-sidewalk ambience.
Before getting intentionally
lost down quaint side streets,
invest a few hours in the
adjacent Boston Common
and Public Garden. Take a
paddle on the 130-year-old
swan boats and stroll the
manicured gardens. From 27
July until 14 August, the Commonwealth Shakespeare
Company (539 Tremont

Street; 617/426-0863)
stages free performances of
All’s Well That Ends Well in
the Common.

EAT Peeking out from
below street level in an
1840s brownstone, The
Hungry I (71½ Charles
Street; 617/227-3524) serves
French fare such as venison
au poivre noir, flamed with
cognac and splashed with
Burgundy and sour cream.
Entering its 26th year,
Toscano (47 Charles Street;
617/723-4090) turns out
traditional Tuscan cuisine
surrounded by hand-painted
chandeliers and Italian stone
walls. In Italy, an enoteca
serves simple foods to harmonize with the main attraction: wine. Bin 26 Enoteca
(26 Charles Street; 617/7235939) nails the concept with
cocoa tagliatelle with porcini

SHOP

A Room with
a Vieux (20 Charles Street;
617/973-6600) is stuffed
with pristine eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century French
antiques, from hulking
armoires to sprawling chaise
lounges. For carry-on-friendly
items, try The Ruby Door
(15 Charles Street; 617/7202001), an esteemed purveyor
of new and vintage jewellery
and antiques.

STAY

Steps away from
Beacon Hill, the park-facing,
273-room Taj Boston has
set a standard of luxury since
1927. Its Sunday Champagne
brunch, with panoramic
views of the city, is a must.
Also on the park, the 273room Four Seasons Hotel
Boston invites lingering at
the clubby Bristol Lounge
and in rooms with views onto
the Public Garden. Nearby,
in the heart of downtown,
the boutique 62-room XV
Beacon has four-poster
beds, fireplaces, and white
marble bathrooms. Take
advantage of complimentary
Lexus service and the exceptional private dining venue,
The Wine Cellar.

(Actors) T. Charles Erickson

SWANNING ABOUT

tourist hive, the Bull & Finch
(84 Beacon Street; 617/2279605) – the inspiration for
American TV sitcom Cheers
– is a requisite stop for many
fans. Contrarians can steal
away to the sleek Alibi (215
Charles Street; 857/241-1144)
for handcrafted cocktails
such as The Brig (spiced rum,
walnut liqueur, brandied cherries) or the Boy Named Belle
(pear brandy, apple cider,
cinnamon). 21st Amendment
(150 Bowdoin Street; 617/2277100) is a beloved local bar –
a great place to soak up Boston culture and a cocktail.

It’s a case of “culture shock” you won’t mind a bit...
on a North American holiday with Tauck.
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America’s Canyonlands
Australia’s got a Grand Can
yon, too... but peering into Ari
zona’s
version with a geology expert,
staying inside-the-park at
Bryce
Canyon and Zion, and mo
re are just half a world away
with Tauck.

California’s Gold Coast
Not the region in Queensland,
but California’s Pacific coast
from
San Francisco to L.A. – featuri
ng a guided walk in Yosemite,
redwoods
at Big Sur, Hollywood glitter
and more… as only Tauck doe
s it!

e
New York: Family Fun in the Big Appl
“Steak and Kidney,” both
Yanks love the “Big Apple” like Aussies love
ver NYC with your family
big, brash cities brimming with life. Disco
derman” on Broadway!
on a Tauck Bridges trip that includes “Spi

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.

INTERvIEW

The Virtuoso
Traveller
Kay and Paul Latta’s travel
specialists open doors around
the world.
iNtErviEWEd bY dAvid hochMAN

K
Venice from the hotel
cipriani, and with the
lattas by canal.
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aY aND PauL LaTTa DiDN’T aLwaYs TraVeL

as well as they do now. Long before she became a
successful accountant and he a dentist, the couple from Tyler, Texas, saw the world like many
Texans do: Kay from the back of her parents’ truck and
Paul on family car trips as far as Galveston, TX. Today,
travel is priority one for the early-50s couple and their two
sons, Andrew, 12, and Matthew, 17. “We always want to go
places, and we love the anticipation of the trip as much as
being there,” Paul says. To help them plan, they rely on Virtuoso travel specialists Sharon Howell and Tammy Jones.

Q:

You recently returned
from the Mediterranean.
What was that like?

Kay: “We took a 12-day cruise on
regent’s Seven Seas Mariner for our
25th anniversary and then went on to
several days in Italy, where we stayed
at some incredible hotels: the Hotel
Cipriani overlooking Saint Mark’s in
Venice and the Hassler roma’s Villa
Medici Suite in rome overlooking the

Spanish Steps. When you see
postcards of the Spanish Steps,
you actually see our seventh-floor
suite and deck chairs in the background. The wow factor was beyond!”
What word best describes
the type of travellers you are?

Paul: “Detailed! In Italy, for instance,
we wanted to see Pompeii and the
island of Capri but only had a day. Our
sage guide from Pallenberg Bros. Travel
Service was stealthy and organised
down to the minute. He picked us up
early from our Sorrento tender, drove
us to Pompeii, and took us literally
behind the ropes on a private tour
before the tourist hordes came. Then
it was a hydrofoil to Capri, private cars
up and down the coast, and we got it
all done in a day.”
Do you ever relax?

Kay: “Why would we? There’s too
much to see! I’m always flipping
through 1,000 Places to See Before
You Die and Virtuoso’s Best of the Best
hotel directory saying, ‘Gotta go here,
gotta go there.’ ”
Paul: “As Leonardo da Vinci once said,
‘Life well spent is long.’ ”

(KANGAroo isLANd) iAiN MAstErtoN/ALAMY, (NEW zEALANd) siME/EstocK Photo

Never travel without:

Kay: “Ziplocs and garbage bags. We
love to follow the Texas Longhorns
[American football team]. We were at
a pregame picnic before the rose Bowl
Championship Game a few years ago.
It had rained the day before, and the
ground was really wet. We used garbage
bags to keep the ground dry. Ever since,
we stash them in our luggage.”
Paul: “A luggage scale. We keep one
at home so we can pack our bags to be
right under the weight limit.”
What can travel specialists
like Sharon and Tammy do that
the Internet can’t?

Kay: “So many things. They can
connect you with the right people,
that’s for sure. I like to do research
and made the mistake of trying to
book a limo company to get us from
the airport to New york City. I spent
hours online for a family trip with
grandmothers involved. Ooowee!

kangaroo Island’s
remarkable rocks.

What’s the next
“gotta go there”
holiday?

the l att
as
in Jerusa
lem.

Kay: “New Zealand and Australia.
Pre-cruise, we plan to see some of the Great Barrier
Reef and may also visit Kangaroo Island. We use
our cruise trips to see where we’d like to visit on
a second trip to the area. I don’t think we’ll ever
lose the travel bug.”
The company I chose was terrible!
That will teach me to book something myself. Virtuoso opens doors
to amenities and benefits you cannot
provide yourself.”

cape reinga lighthouse on
new Zealand’s northern tip.

Name a hotel perk
worth splurging on.

Paul: “Club-level privileges. I like to
pay a good price for a room and have
most things included, so I like the club
lounge. you can have a drink at the end
of the day and a snack or meal. Just a
little extra comfort on the road.”
Love your travel specialist? Tell us about
your favourite trips and experiences
(vleditors@virtuoso.com), and you could
be featured in a future issue.
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SEABOURN
THE DESTINATION IS EVERY BIT A S IMPORTANT
A S THE JOURNEY.

To begin your journey on the World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line,*
contact your Virtuoso travel specialist.

2011 DATES

ITINERARY

DAYS

FROM/TO

FARES FROM

SEABOURN PRIDE
AUG 7

MAJESTIC FJORDS & NORTH CAPE

15

Round-trip Copenhagen

USD

$6,199

OCT 1

IBERIAN AUTUMN

14

Lisbon to Rome

USD

OCT 15

AEGEAN AUTUMN

12

Rome to Istanbul

USD

JUL 22, AUG 5, 19, SEP 2, 16, 30, OCT 14, 28

GEMS OF THE ADRIATIC

7

Round-trip Venice

USD

JUL 29, AUG 26, SEP 9, 23, OCT 7, 21, NOV 4

DALMATIAN DISCOVERIES

7

Round-trip Venice

USD

AUG 26, OCT 21

FLORENCE & BELLA ITALIA

7

Monte Carlo to Rome

USD

AUG 5, SEP 2, 30, OCT 28

ITALIAN IDYLL

7

Round-trip Rome

USD

AUG 19, SEP 16, OCT 14

RIVIERA & SPANISH SPLENDORS

7

Round-trip Monte Carlo

USD

JUL 15, AUG 12, OCT 7, NOV 4

YACHTSMAN’S RIVIERA

7

Rome to Monte Carlo

USD

JUL 25, AUG 22, SEP 19, OCT 17

DALMATIAN COAST & GREEK ISLES

7

Venice to Athens

USD

$4,999
$3,999

SEABOURN SPIRIT
$2,499
$2,499

SEABOURN LEGEND
$2,799
$2,499
$2,499
$2,499

SEABOURN ODYSSEY
$2,999
$2,999

JUL 18, AUG 15, SEP 12, OCT 10, NOV 7

GREEK ISLES & DALMATIAN COAST

7

Athens to Venice

USD

AUG 1, 29, SEP 26, OCT 24

GREEK ISLES & TURKISH DELIGHTS

7

Athens to Istanbul

USD

JUL 11, AUG 8, SEP 5, OCT 3, 31

TURKISH DELIGHTS & GREEK ISLES

7

Istanbul to Athens

USD

JUL 22, AUG 14

NORWEGIAN FJORDS

9

Round-trip Copenhagen

USD

JUL 31

ST. PETERSBURG & THE BALTIC

7

Copenhagen to Stockholm

USD

JUL 15, AUG 7

ST. PETERSBURG & THE BALTIC

7

Stockholm to Copenhagen

USD

SEP 30

AUTUMN MARITIMES II

9

New York to Quebec City

USD

AUG 15, SEP 12, OCT 10

TURKISH DELIGHTS & GREEK ISLES

7

Istanbul to Athens

USD

$2,999
$2,999

SEABOURN SOJOURN
$3,995

$3,999
$3,799

$4,799

SEABOURN QUEST
$2,999
$2,999

JUL 25, AUG 22, SEP 19, OCT 17

GREEK ISLES & DALMATIAN COAST

7

Athens to Venice

USD

AUG 8, SEP 5, OCT 3

GREEK ISLES & TURKISH DELIGHTS

7

Athens to Istanbul

USD

AUG 1, 29, SEP 26, OCT 24

DALMATIAN COAST & GREEK ISLES

7

Venice to Athens

USD

$2,999
$2,999

*According to the over 6,000 travel advisors of Virtuoso Travel Network, and readers of both Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy,
and subject to availability. Some suite categories may not be available. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without notice. Government
fees and taxes are included. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2011 Seabourn.
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Choices, choices: Poolside cocktails served
with a smile at The Beverly Hills Hotel.

Beverly Hills
Beauties
From legendary to cutting edge, the city’s
best hotels offer both service and style.

By sally horchow

PHOTO CREDIT TKTKTK

T

he Beverly
Hills that we
all know and
love – that
glamorous assemblage of wide boulevards, unparalleled concentration of
the world’s best retailers, and opulent
homes of the rich and famous – holds
a unique place in its heart and history
for its storied hotels. The oldest of the
group, The Beverly Hills Hotel, not
only predates the incorporation of the
city by two years, but was constructed
in 1912 to stimulate development. It
succeeded: Beverly Hills quickly built
up around it. A centre of community
life to this day, the legendary “Pink

Palace” set the stage for the 1920s’
wave of movie star mansion-building,
TV and movie shoots, and for Beverly
Hills to become the mythical adult
playground that it is today.
All the hotels built thereafter have become central to the city in their own way.
Though subtly distinct, they each possess stellar style and service: The choice
comes down to personal preference.
Proximity to your favourite shopping street? Rolls or Maybach house
car? A doorman who remembers your
name? The grand porte cochere? Unlike much in the land of Hollywood, all
of these Beverly Hills hotels live up to
their hype.

The historic Beverly Hills Hotel.

Palatial Princess

«The Beverly

Hills Hotel

A trip to Beverly Hills is incomplete
without at least a stop at The Beverly Hills Hotel – although we recommend an overnight in one of its
204 guest rooms or 21 one-of-a-kind
bungalows. Better yet, go for one of
the two brand-new Presidential Bungalows, which have 510 square metres of living space indoors and out
and are nestled among the hotel’s 12
acres of lush banana palms and manicured gardens. Iconic in so many
ways – from the pink Spanish missionstyle facade, to the green palm-leaf
wallpaper, to the Polo Lounge patio
booths dotted with McCarthy salads
and martini glasses – The Beverly Hills
Hotel is Beverly Hills.
Who Stays There: Back in the
day, Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor,
and Howard Hughes were long-term
guests, and today’s stars – from Sandra
Bullock to Mick Jagger – follow suit.
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STAR SERVICE: The VYV (Very Young
VIPs) programme gives visiting kids
special arrival amenities and “credit
cards” to use during their stay.
Claim to Fame: The Pink Palace is literally older than the Hills: It was built in
1912, before Beverly Hills was even a city.
The Sultan of Brunei currently owns it.

choose from – the original Wilshire
Wing and the more contemporary
Beverly Wing – offer something for
every aesthetic. And the Michelinstarred CUT restaurant by Wolfgang
Puck, designed by L.A.’s own Richard
Meier, invites you to dine among the
glitterati.
Who Stays There: Elvis slept here

The Grande Dame

« Beverly Wilshire,

A Four Seasons Hotel

Completed in 1928 as the Beverly
Wilshire Apartment Hotel, the Beverly Wilshire has been the hotel of
choice for a range of dignitaries – from
foreign diplomats on down to celebrities – since its inception. Its situation
at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard
and Rodeo Drive gives the 395-room
Beverly Wilshire a unique advantage:
Guests can walk to Rodeo’s designer boutiques (or slip into the house
Rolls-Royce for a quick drive there).
Two buildings of room styles to

in the 1950s, which reportedly hastened John Lennon to follow in his
footsteps during a split from Yoko
Ono. More recent check-ins: U.S. President Obama, the British royal family,
and Oprah Winfrey.
STAR SERVICE: The hotel’s expert

Jewelry Ambassador provides complimentary consulting services and offers guided personal shopping at the
renowned jewellery houses in the area.
Claim to Fame: It’s the hotel from

the American film Pretty Woman. Its
grand Italian Renaissance-style building

From left: Sitting pretty at the Beverly Wilshire
and Rodeo Drive.

presides over the base of Rodeo Drive,
its striped awnings beckoning.
Destination: Discretion

«L’Ermitage Beverly

Hills

“Uncomplicated comfort” perfectly
describes L’Ermitage Beverly Hills.
From the moment you arrive on a treelined street in Beverly Hills (at any
hour: the hotel boasts 24-hour in-room
check-in, as long as you notify them of
your arrival time), you’ll feel as if you’re
staying at a sophisticated private club.
And unless it’s Thursday night, when
locals and guests gather in the lobby
lounge for live jazz performances, it’s
often very quiet, with only a few Hollywood deals being struck in corner vignettes. The 117 guest rooms will get an
upgrade in the coming year, but their
layout – set back from the hallways to
allow for optimal privacy and quiet –
will stay the same. The rooftop pool
continues the laid-back but exclusive
feel. Ask for one of the Premier rooms
on the sixth through eighth floors on
the mountain side for the best view.
Who Stays There: The hotel’s sepa-

rate, underground entrance and keyed
elevator makes it the hotel of choice for
privacy-seeking celebrities, particularly
those in the music industry.
star service: The Best Friends

programme offers visiting pups transportation to Healthy Spot, a premium
eco-friendly dog store in the neighbourhood, for spa treatments such as blueberry facials and blowouts.
CLAIM TO FAME: Although the jury is
still out about the change in management, L’Ermitage’s Viceroy label promises to uphold the hotel’s well-regarded
reputation for consistently refined, discreet guest treatment.
The New Establishment

«Montage Beverly

Hills

The Montage Beverly Hills, a grand,
Spanish colonial and Mediterraneanstyle hotel smack in the middle of
Beverly Hills’ Golden Triangle of shopping streets, opened at the worst possible moment of the recession of 2008.
But on the wings of the fine reputation
of the company’s first resort in Laguna
Beach, California, and with initial interest from travellers curious to try the
new kid on the block, the hotel made
it through its nascent years. Now,
standing on its own two very luxurious feet, the 201-room Montage is easily the neighbourhood sweetheart.
Some of its impressive attributes
include the 1,860-square-metre Spa
Montage, which is largely regarded as
the best in Beverly Hills; the rooftop pool
and Conservatory Grill, with a great

view of the Hollywood Hills; and, most
exciting, chef Scott Conant’s Scarpetta restaurant, which has attracted
celebrities and foodies alike since
it opened last fall (shhh! – most hotel
guests don’t know they can order from
Scarpetta for in-room dining).
Who Stays There: The Montage has
won over many fans of other established
Beverly Hills hotels. It’s also a favourite
for regular business travellers, who love
how the room butlers unpack sentahead luggage and remember where
everything goes.
Star Service: A certified shoe butler

and an old-fashioned barbershop make
for unique men’s offerings.
CLAIM TO FAME:
As the most
recent addition to Beverly Hills’
luxury hotel array, the Montage’s
arrival caused the other hotels to
step up their game, renovate, and upgrade services.
Design Darling

« SLS Beverly Hills

The SLS sits on the outskirts of Beverly
Hills, literally and figuratively: The only
truly design-oriented luxury hotel in the
area, this US$230 million collaboration
between celebrated French interior and
product designer Philippe Starck and LA
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A chic suite at SLS Beverly Hills
and L’Ermitage’s rooftop pool.

nightclub and restaurant owner Sam
Nazarian introduced a younger, hipper
profile when it opened its eclectic doors
in November 2008. Other twenty-firstcentury boldfaced names with outposts
in the hotel – Spanish-born chef José Andrés of molecular gastronomy fame and
celebrity hairstylist Sally Hershberger –
haven’t hurt its rep either. Said design

specialist TIP
“You must have a drink at the Polo
Lounge in The Beverly Hills Hotel – you
are sure to have a ‘star sighting’.”
– Ellen Markus

is Alice in Wonderland-esque, from the
gigantic mirrors around the rooftop pool
to the candy jars in the white-lit
restaurant tearoom, with an emphasis
on “wonder.”
Who Stays There: The young and
hip, or those who want to be. The 297room SLS attracts Wallpaper* magazine-loving creative businesspeople
and Starwood loyalty programme
members who seek a little whimsy and a
genuinely happening bar scene in their
luxury hotel.
Star Service: Attention to detail
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extends to the hotel’s complimentary
house car: a US$300,000 MercedesBenz Becker JetVan outfitted
with private-plane-type bells and
whistles, such as almost two metres
of standing room, a large LCD
video screen, reclining seats with
electric leg-rest extensions, and
high-speed Internet.
CLAIM TO FAME: The Philippe Starckdesigned interior sets it apart from not
only the other Beverly Hills hotels, but
just about every other L.A. option. Ditto
chef José Andrés’ inventive restaurant,
The Bazaar.

Crystal Cruises. A Perfect Choice.
When your every wish is fulfilled, you know you’ve made a perfect choice.
SpeCial SavingS
and aMenitieS
availaBle only FroM
CryStal CruiSeS:
• new Fall Fare Sale
• uS$2,000 “all-inclusive.
as You Wish.” spending
credits per couple
• new open dining
By reservation™

From award-winning service to world-class cuisine, exceeding your
expectations is our pleasure. Set sail aboard the World’s Best and enjoy
special values including our new limited-time Fall Sale Fares on Crystal’s 2011
Mediterranean voyages.
Date

Days Voyage

To/From

Per Couple
Shipboard Credits

Fall Sale Per
Person Fares From

26 Aug 12

1317

Barcelona to Venice

US$2,000

US$5,790

7 Sep

12

1318

Venice to Istanbul

US$2,000

US$6,885

19 Sep

12

1319

Istanbul to Venice

US$2,000

US$5,975

1 Oct

12

1320

Venice to Barcelona

US$2,000

US$5,235

13 Oct

12

1321

Barcelona to Athens

US$2,000

US$4,760

24 Oct

12

1322

Athens to Istanbul

US$2,000

US$5,985

5 Nov

11

1323

Istanbul to Venice

US$2,000

US$4,480

Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Specialist to book your cruise
aboard the World’s Best and
receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyager Club amenities.

every voyage includes up to uS$2,000 “all-inclusive. as You Wish.” shipboard credits to spend as you wish — in the spa, on fine wines, on
Crystal adventures Shore excursions, shopping in our boutiques or a one-of-a-kind vintage room experience, just to name a few. Book with
your virtuoso travel Specialist and you will also receive exclusive virtuoso voyager Club amenities on select sailings, including:
• Competitive cruise fares
• Onboard welcome reception
• Pre-paid onboard gratuities

• Personable onboard host
• Full day shore event or credit for customised options or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist for customised options

New Fall Fares apply to new bookings only as of 20/01/2011. Fares listed are per person, in U.S. dollars, based on double occupancy for category C on Crystal Serenity, subject to availability, capacity-controlled and include port, security and
handling charges and do not include airfare. The US$2,000 “All-Inclusive. As You Wish.” spending credit (based on double occupancy, US$1,000 per person) applies to the first two full-fare guests only, is non-transferable, cannot be used in
the casino or for Bingo, redeemed for cash or credit and cannot be applied as a deposit toward a future cruise. All promotions are capacity-controlled, subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn or changed at any time. Fuel
surcharges may be added at any time to defray fuel cost increases, even if the Fare has been paid in full. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on select sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to
change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. Contact your Virtuoso
Travel Specialist for more details. All fares, itineraries and shore excursions are subject to change. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2011 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ship’s registry: The Bahamas

Farm to

Fabulous
Haciendas, Mexico’s great
plantations of yore, cultivate
utterly relaxing getaways.
By Aaron Gulley

Lush life: Hacienda de San
Antonio's courtyard gardens.
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W

ho says
time travel
isn’t possible?

On the ride from the Mexican state capital of Colima to Hacienda de San Antonio, my driver and I left behind Telcel shops
and apartment blocks, jostled down rudimentary cobbled
lanes, and eased to a stop beneath a two-story-tall volcanic rock
aqueduct that fed a stone-and-tile coffee plantation. We’d driven only 30 minutes, but it felt like we’d travelled two centuries.
Joaquín Serrano, the sanguine manager of the estate, met
me on the leafy front terrace with a chilled towel for dabbing
my brow, then showed me past the gilded columns of the sparkling little chapel to a lush inner courtyard. I must have looked
totally flummoxed – sure, I’d chosen a hacienda holiday over
the standard Mexico beach getaway for some peace and quiet
with a touch of opulence, but this was way beyond my imagination – because he suddenly asked, “Is everything OK for you?”
The question nearly made me spit my welcome punch across
the veranda. Sure it’s OK – much the way Machu Picchu was an
OK little summer getaway for the Incas.
Hacienda de San Antonio is just one of a growing number
of historic Mexican estates restored as hotels. These living
monuments are becoming a fashionable holiday experience for
those seeking a touch of adventure with a healthy dose of colonial elegance. With gardens inspired by the Alhambra, stables
full of the finest quarter horses, and an irresistible history, San
Antonio is arguably the mother lode.

specialist TIP

On day one, I missed my first hike. It happened like this:
Enchanted by my suite, Aguila (named for the eagles that spiral over the hillside to the north), I lit a quiet fire and buried
my nose in a novel till late in the night, then fell into a heavy,
meaningful sleep, not bothering with an alarm as I always
wake at first light. When I came to, the room smelled faintly of
wood smoke and was black behind the drapes’ substantial heft,
the clock read 10:23 am, and I felt as groggy as Rip Van Winkle.
It was unequivocally the best night’s sleep I’d had in months,
perhaps years.
I thought of rushing to try and squeeze in the hike, but over
a breakfast of eggs redolent with the spicy, red oil of chorizo
and freshly rolled corn tortillas, I simply couldn’t be hurried.
I could have eaten on the restaurant’s balcony or in my grandiose room, but I chose the second-story Mirador Terrace
and watched a spire of smoke rise from the cinder cone of
4,100-metre Volcán de Fuego (aka Volcán de Colima) while I
ate. Below, manicured gardens with dancing fountains and
blooming citrus trees stretched as far as I could see. Why
hurry, I decided, and ordered another cappuccino. “The hacienda has a peace and serenity like no other place I’ve found,”
Alix Marcaccini, the force behind San Antonio’s renovation,
told me. “It draws you in.”
Completed in 1890 by Don Arnoldo Vogel, a German

“This is without a doubt the most sophisticated hacienda in Mexico and
a true representation of the country’s culture. Suites with direct views of
the volcano (1 through 6, 15 through 17, and 19) are the most special.”

Adam wiseman

– Enrique R. Felgueres Jr.

I’d brought a raft of ambitions with me, perhaps because I’d
read that “hacienda” comes from the verb hacer, Spanish for “to
do.” Never mind that the reference was to the sisal, sugar, coffee,
mescal, or other cash crops these grand plantations once produced – I was escaping a sudden cold snap back home and dead
set on savouring some warmth. I wanted to hike, mountain bike,
visit the farm, play a few sets of tennis, climb the volcano, and
sun by the pool. Heck, though I hadn’t been on a horse in years,
I was even considering saddling up for a ride – it seemed like the
thing to do at one of these places. Joaquín listened to my list, his
delicate lips pursing into a thin, knowing smile, and said simply,
“Let’s take it day by day.”

immigrant who speculated that these highlands a few hours
inland from the Costa Alegre would produce quality coffee,
the estate established itself quickly and soon exported arabica
to the German imperial family and the Waldorf Astoria hotel
in New York. After the land reforms of the Mexican Revolution, the property was divvied up and then fell into disrepair
until the late billionaire financier James Goldsmith purchased
it in the 1970s.
Goldsmith and his daughter Alix renovated and added to the
building to mimic the traditions of a Mexican hacienda, but
with the soul of a family home. Alix travelled across Central
America to commission artisans and purchase antiques to fill
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the 25 suites. “I remember the first time Daddy came to see it, I
was so nervous,” she recalls of her work redecorating. “He was
pleased, but he said the beds were too small.” Out went two
dozen king-size beds, replaced by bigger custom ones, along
with a mile of bespoke linens. The renovation is so exquisite
that a few times, while sitting in the central river-stone-paved
courtyard, I expected the next visitors to come galloping in
on horseback. Alix still tinkers with the design and decor on
frequent visits from her London home – she calls San Antonio
“a lifetime endeavour” – but after her father passed away she
opened the property to the public, first as an iconic Amanresort and now operated by the family.

Later that afternoon

I finally went mountain biking, a scenic cruise up meandering dirt roads on Rancho Jabali. Part of the 5,000-acre
parcel of land owned by the hacienda, the ranch runs 250
head of cattle and 20 dairy cows and cultivates 250 acres of
coffee. One of the most charming facts about San Antonio
is that it still hace, producing all the organic coffee, meat,
dairy, honey, and vegetables (as well as fruit, sugar, and
other staples cultivated at its nearby beach resort, Cuixmala)
that guests eat during their stay. My guide and I spun around
the sprawling ranch, past powerful fig trees and stands of
woody prickly pears called cuija. Eventually we rolled up
to the coffee-roasting factory and dairy farm, where a tour

of the facilities ended with, in this order, espresso, a cheese
plate, and a mouthy glass of malbec to rinse it down. If it
hadn’t been downhill all the way back, I’d have called for a
ride home.
The next morning brought the scheduled hike up the
flanks of Volcán de Fuego. Though the walk was a satisfying huff to a crackling pasture of black lava boulders
and head-high maguey plants, all I could really think of
was getting back to the estate. It wasn’t that I had any big
aspirations there – unless you consider swilling a limey
house margarita on the gabled veranda an activity. Rather, I’d
begun to realize that the allure of haciendas lies not in all the
to-ings and fro-ings that so closely resemble busy life back
home, but in the sheer blissful tranquillity of being in such a
grand and pastoral place. When else do you get the chance to
play at being a plantation owner, complete with plated feasts
for two at oversize tables with candelabras and fine linens,
strolls through gardens of citrus and bougainvillea, and fine
tequilas served at sunset on the rooftop terrace? It’s gentry life
for the rest of us, and I’d already squandered a few days of my
stopover in the life of leisure.
To his credit, Joaquín never mentioned my laundry list
of aspirations again. But one evening, when I asked him to
book me a massage and then deliver to my room another
bottle of mangrappa, the house-made mango brandy, he
just smiled that shrewd smile. Score another one for hacienda life.

(TEQUILA, GARDENs, and woman ON TERRACE) Matthew Hranek/Art + Commerce,
(suite) Geoff Lung/f8 photo library

Quiet Down Living la vida hacienda.
Whether you’re lunching on pork tacos
in the poolside gazebo or chatting over
a margarita under the Yellow Bar’s
stunning domed brick ceiling, at some
point you will stop and think, “There
really isn’t a bad spot in Colima’s entire
Hacienda de San Antonio.” Read up
on Mexican history in the cosy library,
play a few sets of tennis on the clay
court beside the formal gardens, and
sample some of the country’s finest
tequilas from the 25-suite property’s
extensive selection.
A livestock and sisal plantation in
1655, Hacienda Temozon’s fortune
followed the boom-and-bust fate of the
plant it produced, but fell into extinction following the Mexican Revolution.
Starwood Hotels rescued the opulent

estate from ignominy, transforming the
decrepit property into 28 suites (even
the pharmacy and schoolhouse became rooms) with period-appropriate
antiques. Hidden in the thick jungles
of the Yucatán Peninsula about 40
kilometres from Mérida, the hotel has
its own cenote, a limestone sinkhole
filled with fresh water that the spa uses
for signature treatments.
Another Yucatán sisal plantation,
Mérida’s eighteenth-century Hacienda
Xcanatún fell into disrepair. But the
18-room estate has been revived and
reconstructed so faithfully that it’s even
more beautiful than it was 300 years
ago. Take a stroll through the nine acres
of tropical gardens and lawns. And don’t
miss a meal at its renowned Mexican

fusion restaurant, which wins praise
from former President Vicente Fox.
Villa Montaña Hotel & Spa presides
on a hill above the well-preserved colonial town of Morelia, in the central state
of Michoacán. Thirty-six villas filled
with mission-style furnishings and
brick and Saltillo-tile finishes scatter
across the lushly landscaped property.
Named a UNESCO World Heritage site
in 1991 for its Spanish facades and
endearing plaza, Morelia is worthy of
at least a day of exploration. Farther
afield, there’s plenty to see at the
fifteenth-century ruins of Tzintzuntzan,
with unique rounded pyramids, as well
as the remains of the ancient town of
San Juan Parangaricutiro, which was
destroyed by the volcano in 1943.

Opposite: Hacienda de San Antonio’s formal gardens, bar, terrace, stables, and a suite. The chapel (middle, right) was built in 1913 after the plantation
survived one of Volcán de Fuego’s eruptions.
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AwAY
FrOM
IT ALL
A private peninsula on the Med, a far-flung
five-bungalow safari lodge, luxe tents on an
Indonesian nature reserve: At these 9 ultimateescape resorts, solitude is luxury number one.
BY JENNI AVINS

Just you and the view at
molori safari lodge.
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SOUTH AFRICA

under african skies

Under canvas at Amanwana and
(below) Flores Sea-side loungers.

INDONESIA

The tent, Elevated
In the turquoise Flores
The Hook:
Sea off Bali’s
Plush, private dwelleast coast lies
ings with unparalMoyo Island, a
leled access to a
tropical wilderwildlife reserve.
ness reserve
20 tents
inhabited by
macaques, sea
eagles, and rare rusa deer. Set on the
edge of a secluded cove, Amanwana, the
island’s single resort, is an assembly of
“tents,” but most tents have never had
it this good: canvas ceilings, hardwood
floors and walls, and air conditioning,
plus picture windows and king-size
canopy beds. Nearby cliffs and waterfalls beckon hikers, and tamarind forests spill onto the beach, shading the
open-air spa. For the most spectacular
alone time, head out to sea: Tour the
Spice Islands on Amanwana’s custombuilt teak vessel, scuba dive among the
parrot fish and rays, or simply swim
off the beach to “Turtle Street,” where
the only traffic you’re likely to find is
hawksbills cruising by.
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Molori’s Metsi Suite,
complete with a Fendi daybed.

The Molori
Safari Lodge
The Hook: Natuin South Afral surroundings star
rica’s North
at this intimate safari
West province
lodge with a private
began as a
observatory.
private geta5 bungalows
way, and today
the staff still
strives to make it feel like home – a home
where you might look up from breakfast
to see an elephant dipping its trunk in
a watering hole in the nearly 200,000acre backyard. Greg Lederle, one of the
continent’s premier bush guides, takes
travellers through the mountains and
valleys of the surrounding Madikwe
Game Reserve on foot, providing rare
proximity to the sights, sounds, and
smells of the grassy plains. Armed guide

or not, if the thought of a walk among
lions, rhinos, and leopards gives you
the shivers, you can always snuggle up
with a cashmere blanket in the safety of
a Land Rover.
Back at the homestead, watch the
sun sink from your private infinity
pool or your bed: Each freestanding
bungalow has retractable windows, so
vistas of the valley below become
the wallpaper, complemented by
Fendi-designed furniture and African
artefacts. After a cooking class, a cigar
from the humidor, or a candlelit outdoor braai (a traditional South African
barbecue), take a nightcap to Molori’s
observatory. There, one of the world’s
largest privately owned telescopes provides a last starry, intimate encounter
with nature.

The only way to arrive at Six Senses
Yao Noi is by motorboat or helicopThe Hook:
ter – which is to say, quickly and noisRice paper-rolled
ily. But once guests set foot on the
prawns served
lush jungle island in Phang Nga Bay,
alongside your prithey acclimate to a quieter pace. The
vate infinity pool.
resort’s eco-luxe trappings include
56 rooms
thatched-roof villas that blend with
the surrounding mangrove forests,
private infinity pools with seamless views of the turquoise
sea, and local specialities such as rice paper-rolled prawns
with fresh mint and sweet chili. The main house boasts sunken bars, pools, and a wine cellar. And a personal butler will
deliver a Champagne breakfast or barbecue beneath the stars
for those who prefer seclusion and the sounds of the jungle.

thailand

Utter seclusion

Padding around at Six
Senses Yao Noi’s spa.

Rich history: Laucala
formerly belonged to
Malcolm Forbes.

FIJI

SOUTH SEAS STORYBOOK

Peter Pan’s Neverland, a jungle island with “astonishing splashes of
The Hook:
color here and there, and coral reefs
Wake up in your
and rakish-looking craft in the offoverwater villa and
ing,” exists only in the imagination.
take a dip in the
But 25-room Laucala Island, in
South Pacific.
the
Fiji archipelago, sounds pretty
25 villas
close, right down to that “rakishlooking craft” – actually a private
terraced villa on stilts over the island’s emerald lagoon. There,
wake up with tropical fruits, coffee, and honey from Laucala’s
240-acre farm and slide straight into the South Pacific to explore soft coral reefs and rocky outcroppings. In the storybook version, growing up meant exile for a Lost Boy. Anyone
feel a bout of Peter Pan syndrome coming on?

CANADA

FOR THE WILD CHILD

Untamed excellence at British
Columbia’s Sonora Resort.

Who says you aren’t
a nature lover? EmThe Hook:
brace your inner
This lodge reinvents
adventure traveller
the adventure of outat British Columdoor discovery for
bia’s Sonora Regrown-up appeal.
sort, where outdoor
88 rooms
discovery is recalibrated for luxury
tastes. Think arrival by helicopter, posh accommodations, and plenty of ways to pass the
picturesque days. The resort’s wild Inside Passage setting makes Sonora perfectly suited to
fishing for record-size salmon, spotting grizzly bears and orcas, and hiking through lush
coastal rain forests. Or you can just take in
nature at the spa with a balsam oil massage or
sea kelp scrub.
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Water, water everywhere:
The aqueous vista from
Blanket Bay’s spa pool.

The vista from
the soaring
stone-andtimber lodge at
Blanket Bay:
Lake Wakatipu’s crystalline
waters and the
12 rooms
Southern Alps.
While the sprawling couches in the Great
Room, heated pool overlooking the lake,
and terrace warmed by a vast outdoor fireplace all provide privileged vantage points,
these scenes are merely the backdrop
for adventure-thirsty travellers. Bungee
jumping was born in this region, as was the
jet boat – a craft that whooshes over roiling rivers (which also lend themselves to
fly-fishing). But perhaps the most exclusive way to take in the extreme landscape
is from a helicopter, flying over fjords and
alpine rain forests, swooping along the island’s wild west coast, or landing for a solo
skiing trip in the Southern Alps.
For those who prefer to sip, rather than
gulp, their mountain air, the foothills surrounding Blanket Bay are dotted with pinot
noir and sauvignon blanc vineyards and
pretense-free tasting rooms. The bounty
of these vineyards, neighbouring orchards,
and farms fills the menus at the lodge’s
secluded Wine Cave, grand dining room,
and outdoor terrace. Have an adrenalinefueled morning in the mountains, a mellow
afternoon amid the grapes, and an easygoing evening beside the fire. Then finish the
day with a hot soak under the stars outside
your private chalet.
The Hook: This
stone-and-timber
South Island lodge
provides a home
base for travellers
thirsty for adventure
and pinot noir.

NEW ZEALAND

EXTREME indulgence

For more than a century, guests such
as Greta Garbo, the Beatles, Catherine
The Hook:
Deneuve, and members of U2 have hidHigh-profile types
den out behind the wrought-iron gates
love this private
of this five-acre private peninsula,
peninsula on the
situated on an emerald bluff above the
Mediterranean.
aquamarine Mediterranean – and it’s
18 rooms
no wonder. The Champagne-coloured
mansion at Cap Estel, with its white
colonnades, marble floors, and sun-soaked terraces, would
make any A-lister feel right at home. The beach is accessible only
by boat or via the hotel’s gardens, where even the most soughtafter starlet couldn’t help but unwind, soaking in a Jacuzzi beneath an ancient ficus tree. For those who miss life in the fast
lane, Monaco is less than eight kilometres north.
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FRANCE

RIViERa seclusion

Close to Monaco, but a world away.

Casitas del Colca perks:
Fireplaces, plunge pools,
and (below) abundance.

There’s no denying the majThe Hook: Unesty of Machu
trammeled Incan
Picchu, but
ruins and peaceful
in the area
hiking in southern
surrounding
Peru’s Andes.
Las Casitas
20 rooms
del
Colca,
in southern
Peru’s Andes, you’ll also find Incan ruins, mountain villages, and spectacular
hiking trails, though you’re more likely
to encounter a rare Andean condor than
a crowd. Twice as deep as the Grand
Canyon, Colca’s gentler inclines make
it better suited to hiking and horseback
riding. Work up an appetite and head to
the resort’s restaurant, provisioned by
its organic farm. Happy hour happens
three times each day, when guests are
invited to bottle-feed the baby alpacas.
The last feeding takes place at 14:30,
leaving plenty of time for a pisco sour in
your private heated pool.

PERU

Ruins Less Travelled

Nestled in the Scottish Highlands, Inverlochy Castle is a fortress literally
The Hook:
fit for a queen. Several of its stone towRelax at this nineers and walls were reinforced in prepateenth-century
ration for an 1873 visit from Queen
castle with fit-forroyalty activities.
Victoria, who remarked she “never
saw a lovelier or more romantic spot.”
17 rooms
Today, Queen Elizabeth still enjoys
the 17-room castle, along with Hollywood royalty. Less renowned guests may find themselves feeling
rather regal too, while partaking in a pheasant shoot or deer hunt
at the foot of the British Isles’ highest peak, meandering through
the mist and rosebushes of Inverlochy’s 500-acre gardens, or savoring a fireside Scotch under the frescoes of the Great Hall.

Royal pastimes reign
at Inverlochy Castle.

SCOTLAND

Hideout in the Highlands
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Palm sun days:
Lose an afternoon, or
three, at Soneva Kiri’s
private South Beach.

Take a Shine
to Thailand

Southeast Asia's oasis is back. DAVID HOCHMAN checks
his shoes at the villa and discovers “island time" truly exists.
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S

omewhere on a sandy crescent in
Thailand right now, a debate rages,
guaranteed: the knobby islands off
Bangkok or the emerald splendour of Phuket? Five-star splash on
Ko Samui or Ko Kut’s sophisticated
desolation? East coast? West coast?
Beach town? Resort? With 3,200
kilometres of crinkly coastline, Thailand’s best beach is anyone's guess.

(BEACH)
Katherine
Wolkoff/Art + Commerce
PHOTO CREDIT
TKTKTK

Shrines and
stalactites await at
Railay Beach's Phra
Nang Cave in Krabi.

Hotelier Anthony Lark can’t decide, and he’s been in Thailand most of his career.
“Take your pick,” he says with a laugh. “Do you like limestone cliffs jutting out of
mangroves or perfect white sand – or both? Do you want diving or romance or nightlife? It’s endless.”
We’re clinking triple-berry smoothies at Trisara, the luxuriously relaxed Phuket
hotel Lark dreamed up after years overseeing properties for Amanresorts. In 1988, he
was the first general manager at Amanpuri, the nearby beach resort that initially lured
travelling starlets and billionaires to Thailand. The dapper Aussie went on to open Bali’s Amandari, Amanusa, and Amankila, as well as The Strand in Burma, yet Thailand
kept drawing him back. His wife is from Phuket, and they’ve raised four sons on this
tourist-mad island. “For the Balinese, the gods exist in the mountains and the devils
exist in the sea,” he says. “The Thai see it completely differently. They find their bliss
when their toes hit the sand.”
It’s clear why. The view from Trisara’s hillside spot over the Andaman Sea is like
a screen saver come to life. Golden sand tapers into sequin-bright waters, and those
tall, skinny palms practically mock you for living anyplace else. Why do I live in a city?
Then again, if there’s one thing I’m learning on this extended trip to Thailand with
my wife and son, it’s to breathe out second-guessing and breathe in peace. Or as the
Thai so often say, “Mai pen rai” – “It’s nothing.” Worry not. Let it go.
That mind-set is essential for travellers in a country where so many beach destinations outshine superlatives. Yes, Phuket’s waters are “breathtaking,” but what about
the “sun-kissed” stretches of Ko Mak or the “jaw-dropping” islets of Mu Ko Ang
Thong National Park, inspiration for Alex Garland’s novel The Beach? Closer to Bangkok, there’s fashionable Hua Hin, where beach spas like Chiva-Som turn pampering
and health into high art. And travel mavens are always happy to nominate the “next
Phuket”; lately, stylish, toned-down Ko Samui gets the most votes.
You’d need years to experience it all. My family and I started with several remarkable days on Ko Kut – our barefoot days. The cultivated nonchalance of
Soneva Kiri, an hour’s flight across the Gulf of Thailand from Bangkok,
announced itself the moment the resort’s private Cessna lowered
its stairs onto the red dirt tarmac. A team of beaming attendants offered humble wai’s – the palms-together Thai greeting – as staff collected our footwear and slipped it quietly into
canvas bags marked “No News, No Shoes.” We wouldn’t see as
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much as a sandal (or a headline) for nearly a week. Then they
informed us that time itself had been moved forward – only at
the resort and simply for pleasure – so we might enjoy an extra
hour of tropical daylight.
Husband-and-wife hoteliers Sonu and Eva Shivdasani don’t
lack for soul-stirring hotel ideas, that’s for sure. Awe-inspiring
photos of Soneva Kiri’s nestlike dining pod, perched high up a
eucalyptus tree and served by ziplining waiters, made all the
travel magazines when it debuted. And yet the pictures honestly can’t touch the goose-bumps-inducing experience of
sitting down with loved ones to freshly caught lobster while
dangling over the sea. It makes you want to hug someone.
Launched in late 2009, Soneva Kiri is the third Soneva
property in the couple’s Six Senses Resorts & Spas portfolio. Like its sister Sonevas in the Maldives, Kiri takes a
playful approach to beachfront opulence while treating
environmental issues very seriously. Its 36 villas across
102 palm-dotted acres are mostly solar powered and constructed with local woods, but the furnishings are more like
Robinson Crusoe meets Louis Vuitton. Our 483-square-metre
Cliff Villa Suite had bamboo roofs, spacious sun loungers,
open-air showers, a gym and massage room, and minipools
within the 564-metre private plunge pool. There was even a
speed-dial button on our phone marked “Friday,” our 24-hour
personal relaxation enabler.
Girl Friday’s real name was Auy – “It’s pronounced ooey, as in
‘oops,’ ” she said, as if she could have made a mistake – and her
goal was to help us do nothing, which is what beach holidays
are about, right? Happy indolence by way of coconut sipping,
massage getting, and siesta-ing, while perhaps working in a
major life event – say, something involving flippers and a mask
and your 7-year-old?
Or chocolate. One morning, my wife, a budding pastry chef,
sharpened her truffle- and bonbon-making skills in the resort’s extraordinary organic chocolate kitchen, alongside a
chef who trained at Spain’s El
Bulli, no less. Our son, meanwhile, spent numerous giddy
hours in the kids’ den.
Shaped like a giant manta
specialist TIP
ray among the treetops, it’s
a marvel of tropical design
“I hadn’t been to Phuket
for 20-plus years and was
by Dutch architect Olav
hesitant to return. When I
Bruin – there’s even a drawwent last year, I found the
beach surprisingly private,
bridge to keep out parents. As
with clean water. Trisara’s
for me, I hid away at Cinema
service was impeccable –
book a pool villa and you’ll
Paradiso, an outdoor movie
feel like a movie star. They
house that shows a selecare very private, and you
can fall out of bed into a
tion of classics under moonlit
huge pool with a view to
skies. It’s the only thing that
die for."
– Fay Cohen
made me grateful for the sun
going down on another day in
Shangri-la.
Living the charmed life
at Soneva Kiri, it’s easy to
forget how much Thailand
From top: Soneva Kiri’s elevated
has struggled to attract visidining and a Beach Villa Suite.
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Clockwise from top left: Trisara’s oceanfront
saltwater pool and four-bedroom villa,
shrimp curry, and monks preparing
for a water blessing at the resort.
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tors in recent years. The global economic crisis, bird flu, the
tsunami, an Asian ash cloud, and last year’s political unrest
took a collective toll on trillions of tourist baht, not to mention the soul of the country itself. Today, Thailand feels safe
and peaceful, and travellers have returned. Phuket, for instance, bears no sign of the destruction from the 2004 tsunami. Forests have been replanted, and the “anything goes”
feeling has returned to seedy seaside Patong town. Off the
coast, things have actually improved: Former presidents
Bush and Clinton helped inaugurate a new early-warning
detection system so waves will never again catch the area by
surprise. That’s comforting as you sink into a lounge chair on
a chic, tranquil beach.

At Trisara in Phuket, we settle

into our immaculate 232-square-metre pool villa. One morning after breakfast Anthony Lark organizes a cruise aboard
the resort’s private vessel. In addition to the main populated
beaches, Phuket’s west coast has pristine spots requiring a
boat and an experienced captain to access. There’s Nui Beach,
tucked away behind steep hills at the southern tip of the island,
and crystal-white Freedom Beach in a remote forestry preserve. A longer charter would take guests to Krabi’s coast off
Phuket’s eastern edge, home to jagged, eye-popping Ko Hong,
one of a group of limestone islands. We head instead to Laem
Sing Beach for some livelier action. The Thai who find their
bliss in the sand also find endless ways to savour moments in
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the sun. There’s a row of women giving Thai foot massages
under lazy palms, and strolling vendors are selling just about
everything – elephant key chains, postcards, ice pops, laser
pointers – all at “very nice price.” There’s Jet Skiing and banana boating and chair after plastic beach chair of sun-starved
Russians in need of a little vitamin D.
It’s someone’s idea of paradise, to be sure, but we’re happy to
keep moving. That’s how it works with Thailand’s beaches: If
it’s not one cove, it’s another. If Laem Sing Beach is too packed,
simply head over to Nai Thon or Ao Sane or maybe out to Phi
Phi Don. Inevitably, you will find that One Perfect Spot.
Or maybe the search itself is the point – after 25 years, Lark’s
still looking. Back at Trisara, he’s telling me about his latest
discovery, way up near the Thai border with Burma. “There’s
a place at the bottom end of the Mergui Archipelago called Mu
Ko Surin National Park,” he says, and you can tell it pains him
to give up the secret. “The beaches are protected and dazzling,
the water’s pristine, and there’s no hotel, so you’ll need a yacht.
But it’s heaven, absolute heaven.”
Lark finishes his berry drink and gazes out to sea. He’s radiating with excitement. “If you go ashore and have someone
with you who speaks Thai,” he says, “the wife of the chief of
the village will cook you the most incredible piece of fish with
ginger and chili you’ve ever eaten. The air is so fragrant. The
people so gentle. Oh, and the snorkelling! The diving!”
He sees the desperation in my eyes. Must. Get there. Now.
Then he laughs, and I laugh back, remembering, mai pen rai,
my friend. Mai pen rai.

(KO HONG ISLAND) Jose Fuste Raga/Corbis

Isolationist outpost, Ko Hong.

Finding That
One Perfect Spot

Embark on your own search for Thailand's best beach.

From left: Amanpuri, Banyan Tree Phuket, and Chiva-Som International Health Resort.

GETTING THERE Qantas
Airlines offers nonstop daily
flights to Bangkok from both
Sydney and Melbourne.
STAY A quick private flight
from Bangkok, Ko Kut’s
Soneva Kiri by Six Senses
is castaway chic at its finest,
from its soaring bamboo architecture to brilliant touches
like a boutique ice cream parlor with 60 exotic flavors (OK,
they have strawberry too). All
36 villas come with private
pools and all the chocolate
and ice cream you can eat.

Aman’s first resort remains
a beacon of tropical sophistication in Phuket. High on a
hill over the Andaman Sea,
Amanpuri commands the

choicest views and draws
savvy clientele seeking
exclusivity. Inspired by
Thai temple architecture,
the resort features 40
pavilions with outdoor
salas and 32 larger villas,
each with a private
plunge pool.
Nestled on a private bay overlooking Phuket’s underdeveloped northwest coastline,
Trisara sets itself apart from
the island’s buzzy motorbike
and Jet Ski culture. Lodgings consist of 39 sleek pool
villas, suites, and rooms, and
most have teak sundecks,
outdoor showers, and huge
bedrooms. Even the AC was
designed to be silent. Banyan
Tree Phuket sprawls over an

expanse that includes lakes,
spa pavilions, and an 18-hole
golf course, but most guests
rarely leave the wondrous
worlds of the 174 private
villas. Especially desirable:
the palatial 1,300-squaremetre double-pool villa
compounds, with lush
gardens and perhaps the
largest private infinity-edge
pools in Thailand. Good
thing there’s a 24-hour
butler assigned to fetch
fresh towels.
Overlooking the Gulf of Thailand from the resort town of
Hua Hin near Bangkok, ChivaSom International Health
Resort is Thailand’s ultimate
destination spa by the sea.
With 58 spacious suites and

70 treatment rooms, the
property features healthy
spa cuisine, fitness consultations, and daily yoga classes
included in the rates, as well
as more intensive detox and
weight-loss programs.
Go Trails of Indochina’s
Southeast Asia holiday pairs
Thai beaches with some of
Vietnam’s best. The nine-day
trip begins with a private tour
of Bangkok before three days
of sun and fun at Ko Kut’s
Soneva Kiri. Travellers hop
across the Gulf of Thailand for
a guided tour of Ho Chi Minh
City, then move on to Con
Son, part of the protected
Con Dao archipelago about
an hour’s flight out into the
South China Sea.
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HIGH SEAS
SOCIETY
6 cruise lines‚ countless amenities and perks.
We asked Virtuoso travel specialists what they
love about today’s fleet — and which
cabins they most recommend.
BY FRaN gOlDeN

CRYSTAL Cruises

A+ Engagement
Crystal Cruises hosts the
most comprehensive
onboard educational
program at sea, the
Creative Learning Institute. Guests on the
1,080-passenger Crystal
Serenity can learn foreign
languages with Berlitz,
compose music on
Yamaha keyboards, hone
computer skills such as
digital photo retouching,
fine-tune their golf swing
in clinics hosted by PGA
pros, and more.

Specialist FAVOURITE:

“Crystal’s shows are like
having a Broadway theatre
at sea, and the enrichment
program brings in outstanding speakers,” says Virtuoso
travel specialist Ruth
Turpin. “I’ve heard Walter
Cronkite and Barbara
Walters, among others.”
CABIN TO BOOK:

“Category B has some great
cabins beginning at
8024/8025 and forward that
have larger verandas than
others in its class, for the
same price,” Turpin advises.
“You’ll love the extra space.”

PAUL GAUGUIN CRUISES

ISLAND STYLE

Tahiti’s welcoming ambience
hits the sea on Paul Gauguin
Cruises’ 322-passenger namesake ship. The Gauguines,
a half-dozen local women
clad in pareus with flowers in
their hair, serve as the ship’s
friendly hostesses, sing, play
instruments, and perform
ancient Tahitian dances. They
also lead classes in Tahitian
language, dance, lei making,
and pareu tying, for those
seeking cultural immersion.

Specialist FAVOURITE:

“I like the Paul Gauguin’s
laid-back atmosphere –
quiet elegance but nothing
over the top – that’s a
perfect match with the
natural beauty of Poly‑
nesia,” says specialist
Helene Singer.
CABIN TO BOOK: “Category C, balcony,” recommends Steve Lawson
from Sarasota, Florida.
“It’s your overwater bungalow that travels between
the islands.”

The Gauguines on Motu
Mahana, the line’s private island.

Crystal
composition.

Regent Seven Seas Cruises

(PORTHOLE) Paul Fleet/VEER, (ICEBERG) Jupiter images/GETTY IMAGES

FREE TIME

Complimentary shore excur–
sions on Regent Seven Seas
Cruises are one of the best
perks at sea. Consider a few
options on the 700-passenger
Seven Seas Voyager’s European
itineraries: day trips to the
ruins of Pompeii, tours of
Rome’s top sights, and visits
to the islands of Murano and
Burano from Venice. There’s
at least one excursion offered
free at most ports.
Specialist FAVOURITE: “My
favourite part of Regent ships
is the staff’s welcoming personality and thoughtful

extras,” says Herb Kramer.
“On one memorable voyage,
the cruise director called all
passengers into the hallway.
Suddenly staff appeared, passing out Champagne glasses
filled with fine bubbly. The
cruise director announced,
‘Guests, meet your neighbours
and clink glasses with them.’
Everyone smiled.”

Pool time on the
Seven Seas Voyager.

CABIN TO BOOK: “Penthouse Suites 1054 and 1055,
as well as 877 and 878, have
particularly spacious balconies,” says Kramer. Consider
it a bonus to standard Penthouse Suite amenities such
as butler service, Hermès
toiletries, and more.
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BeSt
OF tHe
Fleet

seabourn

DROp ON iN

the solarium, a favourite feature of
seabourn’s wintergarden suite.

seadream

NigHt OUt
Cush daybeds for two
are popping up on more
ships these days, but only
112-passenger SeaDream
yachts let passengers book
Balinese Dream Beds for an
overnight under the stars.
Turndown service includes
feather pillows and cozy
duvets. Tip: For the most
privacy, reserve the daybed
on the bow.
SpecialiSt FaVOURite:

“I love the ships’ marinas:

Seabourn Square on Seabourn’s 450-passenger Odyssey-class ships – including
the Seabourn Quest, which
debuts in June – is a spacious,
free-flowing, living-roomlike space that combines the
ship’s reception area with
a coffee bar (with snacks
and gelato too), library, and
Internet café. It’s a daylong
hit with passengers, who look
out on the sea from comfortable chairs and couches or
consult with on-site concierges about activities and
shore excursions.

retractable water-sports
platforms from which
guests can kayak, sail, or
just go for a swim,” says
Carol T. Forrester. “My
favourite experience was
diving off the back of the
yacht into the sea.”
caBiN tO BOOK: “The
Commodore Club staterooms on Decks 2 and 3
can connect, creating
a suite with two bathrooms,” says Gary Johnson. “It’s a better
value than taking two
separate cabins.”

StaR attRactiON
Dinner and a show at its best:
Silversea Cruises’ late-night
Stars Supper Club on the
540-passenger Silver Spirit
combines decor inspired by
New york’s rainbow room
with live jazz and a menu of 15
amazing one-bite plates. Dive
into a classic martini while
sampling a spoon-size taste of
foie gras, a petite frog’s leg, or
crème brûlée.
SpecialiSt FaVOURite:

“The cuisine on the Spirit is
absolutely exquisite,” says
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caBiN tO BOOK: rosiak
favors the Wintergarden
Suite, midship on Deck 7:
“It’s not as large as some of
the suites, but the enclosed
solarium with a Jacuzzi has
a very private view of the
ocean. What a joyous way to
watch the world go by.”

silversea’s stellar cuisine.

silversea cruises
sleep beneath a blanket
of stars with seadream.

SpecialiSt FaVOURite:

“There’s a lovely whirl–
pool forward on Deck 6,”
says Shirley rosiak, a
Virtuoso travel specialist.
“It feels like your private
deck out there.”

Jay Johnson. “As is the level
of service in the dining room.
The attentive staff was always
a step ahead of me – just how I
like it.”
caBiN tO BOOK: “Silversea
hit a home run with its Silver
Suites,” Johnson says. “At 69
square metres, they’re larger
than most grand suites on
other lines, but at a fraction
of the price for comparable
accommodations. Located on
the upper decks, away from foot
traffic, they’re perfect for an
executive who wants to have a
relaxing vacation, but may still
need to check in with work.”

Seaside Escape
Laguna Beach

City Style
Beverly Hills

Whether you dream of days strolling on an idyllic beach or on glamorous Rodeo Drive,
Montage offers the perfect way to make them come true. Virtuoso clients enjoy exclusive
amenities such as complimentary guestroom upgrades, daily breakfast for two,
dining and spa credits, welcome amenities, late checkouts and more.
For reservations, contact your Virtuoso travel specialist.
L agu na Be ac h

B e V e R Ly h i L L s
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CORE PURSUITS GO GREEN

Culture
Club
Hotels where a sense
of place surrounds you.
BY COSTAS CHRIST

F

or years, many hoTEL DESIGNERS SEEMED
more bent on conquering the local character than

enhanceing it. That’s now changing. In addition
to nice rooms and excellent service, travellers want a
hotel to reflect the local culture, in order to better experience
and learn about its people, food, history, and traditions.
Here’s a “guest test”: Upon first entering a hotel, pretend for
a moment that you have no idea where you are. By looking
around the lobby – its art, ambience, design – can you guess
what country you’re in? Or even what continent? If the
answer is no, then you’ve landed in the generic world of
“hotel anywhere” – and it’s time to bolt for the door.
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Three core principles define susSavour the surroundtainable tourism: environmentally
ings at Dar Ahlam.
friendly practices, support for the
well-being of local people, and the
preservation of cultural and natural heritage. But in the
quest to go green, the cultural side often gets overlooked.
These hotels stand out as icons of sustainable tourism’s
lesser-known pillar: preserving cultural heritage. Whether
echoing the past or paying tribute to the present, they each
capture an authentic sense of place. And in today’s increasingly homogenised world, that may be the single greatest
travel luxury of all.

Undeniably British. Impeccably stylish. The Dorchester will always be a destination for the discerning,
especially if you like a little high society with your high tea.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel specialist.

An Extraordinary Collection
The Dorchester

The Beverly Hills Hotel

Le Meurice

Hôtel Plaza Athénée

Hotel Principe di Savoia

The New York Palace

Hotel Bel -Air

LONDON

BEVERLY HILLS

PARIS

PARIS

MILAN

NEW YORK

LOS ANGELES

Coworth P ark
ASCOT (2010

45 Park Lane
LONDON (2010
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Escape Beijing’s heat at
Aman at Summer Palace.

Skoura, Morocco

Dar Ahlam
Heritage: A restored nineteenth-century casbah nestled in a lush oasis at the
edge of the southern Moroccan desert,
Dar Ahlam was originally constructed
from mud and straw according to ancient North African methods.
Culture Cue: Dar Ahlam’s large handcarved wooden doors and intricate meandering corridors, connecting nine
suites and three villas – each with a
fireplace for cool winter nights – reflect
age-old design. This attention to historical detail has also resulted in a renewed
sense of cultural pride among neighbouring villages, leading to the restoration of other abandoned casbahs. The
nearly all-local staff share their traditional way of life with guests, includ-

ing how to harvest olives from trees in
the hotel’s gardens, just as people here
have done for centuries.
Highlight: Learning how to make Moroccan flatbread by hand over an open
fire and then joining villagers in pressing fresh olive oil to drizzle over it,
washing it all down with surprisingly
good local wine.
Beijing

Aman at Summer Palace
Heritage: To escape the heat of the city,
in 1750 the Qing emperor Qianlong created the Garden of Clear Ripples beside
a large lake, 14 kilometres from the Forbidden City. Destroyed during the Second Opium War, it was rebuilt by the
empress dowager Cixi and renamed the
Summer Palace.

Culture Cue: The old Pekingese saying,

“See the Summer Palace and you will
have seen all that China has to offer in
art and architecture,” still holds true.
And at Aman at Summer Palace, guests
don’t just see the imperial retreat, they
stay there: Some of the hotel’s pavilions
originally hosted visitors awaiting an
audience with the empress herself. All
51 rooms and suites reflect Ming Dynasty-era design – part of Aman’s commitment to a continuation of China’s
ancient cultural aesthetic.
Highlight: Walking in the earlymorning light to the Garden of Harmonious Interests, where traditional
musicians sing love songs and grayhaired elders paint water calligraphy
on the ground.
La Antigua, Guatemala

Four Seasons
Hotel, Prague
sits on the
Vltava River.

Cocktail hour at
Aman at Summer Palace.

48

VIRT U OSO L IF E

Hotel Casa Santo Domingo
Heritage: The grounds date back
to 1542, when stone buildings sheltered followers of Santo Domingo de
Guzmán; Casa Santo Domingo eventually became one of the most important convents in the Americas before
a series of earthquakes left it buried
in ruins.
Culture Cue: When construction for
a new hotel on the same site uncovered a trove of Dominican artefacts
in 1989, the bulldozers halted and
archaeologists moved in. Today, the

Casa Santo Domingo’s
historic grounds.

129-room hotel is registered with the
Guatemala Department of Cultural
Patrimony. Staying here is like sleeping in a private museum – historic relics abound at every turn.
Highlight: At night, hundreds of candles line the stone walkways, creating
a heightened atmosphere of beauty and
romance, and the Casa’s restaurant
turns out some of the country’s best
Guatemalan dishes.

Prague

Four Seasons Hotel, Prague
Heritage: For more than a thousand
years, Prague has been a European
centre of art and culture, anchored
by the spectacular ninth-century Prague
Castle.
Culture Cue: When Four Seasons
searched for a hotel location in Prague, the
famed Vltava River, right in the historic
city’s epicentre, proved picture perfect

The outcome? A 161-room hotel that
restored and connected three heritage
buildings paralleling Prague’s own rich
history, offering guests the choice of a 1568
baroque villa, the 1827 neoclassical wing,
or the 1883 neo-Renaissance section.
Highlight: An evening stroll to see the
city’s fifteenth-century Astronomical
Clock; it’s the only clock in the world to
track Babylonian, old Bohemian, stellar,
and central European time.

Virtuoso 4th N i gh t F r e e Pac kag e
Overlooking the breathtaking waters of the San Francisco Bay, Fairmont Heritage Place, Ghirardelli Square allows you to experience
the city from the most luxurious residential-style accommodations. Starting from 850 square feet, each of the one-, two-, and
three-bedroom residences offer all the comforts of home with the elegance of Fairmont that discerning travelers have come to expect.
As a valued Virtuoso guest, it is
our pleasure to offer you a
complimentary 4th night when
you book 3 consecutive nights at
Fairmont Heritage Place,
Ghirardelli Square, in addition to
the following Virtuoso amenities:

• $100 Ghirardelli Square gift card per night, for use in our retail shops and
restaurants, or towards your final bill.
• Complimentary continental breakfast daily in our Club Lounge, located on the
Lobby Level (served 7:00 – 10:00 am on weekdays; 7:00 - 11:00am on weekends).
• Welcome amenity in-room on arrival day.
• Complimentary upgrade, upon availability.
Packages start at $1900.00USD and are inclusive of all taxes and gratuities.

For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel specialist and ask to book the “4th Night Free Package.”
4th Night Free Package valid for travel through December 31, 2011. Offer is valid for new bookings only and must be booked as the Virtuoso 4th Night Free Package.
Offer may not be combined with any previous or future promotions and does not apply to group bookings.

CORE PURSUITS GIVING BACK

Travel with Meaning
Micato Safaris wants to ensure that a safari won’t just be a life-changing experience for
you, but for the women and children of Kenya too.
Interviewed BY COSTAS CHRIST PHOtography by KEVIN J. MIYAZAKI

Who: Dennis Pinto, managing director,
Joy Phelan-Pinto and Anna Pinto,
executive directors

are deeply moved by interacting with orphaned and vulnerable children at our community center in Nairobi.”

Most important thing we’ve learned: “How generous
The cause: “AmericaShare assists underserved women
and children, with education as its core mission,” explains
Dennis. “We operate myriad programs, from school
sponsorships to women’s-empowerment handicraft
groups to youth computer training. With Micato’s One
for One Commitment, for every safari sold, we send a
child to school. We pay all fees, buy all required items,
find the school, and make the arrangements. Every child
deserves an education, and we’re overjoyed to be working
toward making this a reality.”

travellers can be. Such generosity renews our faith in the
world on a daily basis.”

Why travelers should give back: “Just imagine what a
positive difference we could make if every traveler
donated even as little as $1 for every day traveled.”
Best thing about doing good: “Changing and improving lives. As Winston Churchill said, ’We make a living by
what we get, but we make a life by what we give.’ ”

Most rewarding part: “Meeting children like
Justus Omondi Okeyo who have attended school
through Micato’s sponsorship program. At age 9,
Justus couldn’t read or write. Now, at age 16, he
speaks perfect English and is a top-performing
student. Knowing that through the gift of
education we have helped hundreds of
children like Justus – that’s the best part
about doing this work.”
Unexpected outcome: “The positive
effect of AmericaShare’s work on
American teenagers. We have
countless examples of how they

GO

Back, left to right: Anna, Joy, and Dennis
Pinto. Front: Tristan and Sasha Pinto
(Dennis and Joy’s children) flank Justus
Omondi Okeyo, a beneficiary of Micato’s
school sponsorship program in Kenya.

Experience East Africa’s
top wildlife parks with
style and substance on
Micato’s 15-day safari, with
an opportunity to visit an
AmericaShare project in
Nairobi. Departures: Weekly
throughout 2011.
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PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
There’s simply no substitute for expert advice and personal service. As your Virtuoso-affiliated
travel specialist, we are members of the most prestigious and established travel network in the world.
We are proud to offer insider connections, industry expertise, and added value that you can’t find
anywhere else. With Virtuoso, your holidays are transformed from do-it-yourself trips to customised
travel experiences. Rely on us for everything from a quick weekend getaway to the trip of a lifetime.
CRUISE + TOUR

WORLD OF WONDER Sometimes it seems like the world is so vast that you’ll never
see every corner you’d like to. Let Silversea Cruises be your guide. Depart on a 52-day cruise aboard
the Silver Spirit and visit stunning European ports like Santorini, Monte Carlo, Barcelona, and Lisbon
before relaxing on the six-day journey across the Atlantic. You’ll arrive rested, rejuvenated, and ready to
explore Antigua, St. Bart’s, and Puerto Rico. What’s more, enjoy a US$500 shipboard credit per person
and extra-long calls in some of the world’s most beautiful port cities.
Departs Istanbul 23 Sep. 2011. FROM AU$29,060 (NZ residents pay in US dollars, from US$26,309) per person,
double occupancy.

PATAGONIAN PASSAGE EAST

Cruise the southern half of South
America on Seabourn’s 14-day voyage that departs Valparaiso (Santiago) and rounds Cape Horn
before heading to Buenos Aires. Marvel at Chile’s scenic Lake District and adjective-defying fjords.
Call at Ushuaia, the southernmost city in the world, and Port Stanley, a sliver of English soil in the
South Atlantic. Conclude with a stop in Montevideo, the “Switzerland of South America,” en route to
Buenos Aires, “the city that never sleeps.”

Departs Valparaiso 7 Nov. 2011. FROM US$5,999 (approx. AU$5,600/NZ$7,505 at press time) per person,
double occupancy.

ADRIATIC AND AEGEAN ODYSSEY An overnight in Venice wraps up a
beautiful voyage from Regent Seven Seas Cruises that starts in Athens. Sailing aboard the 700-guest
Seven Seas Voyager, stroll Dubrovnik’s cobbled streets and marble-paved squares. Explore UNESCOlisted Kotor and Homer’s legendary Corfu. Hit the beach in Zakinthos and the Plaka in Athens. Soak up
sunshine in Santorini and fascinating history in Ephesus. Look forward to free unlimited shore excursions; a
pre-cruise luxury hotel package included; free prepaid gratuities; and free beverages, including fine wines
and premium spirits.
Departs Athens 19 Sep. 2011. FROM US$6,799 (approx. AU$6,347/NZ$8,506 at press time) per person, double occupancy.

CLASSIC RUSSIA

One of Cox & Kings’ most popular European journeys, this package takes in the highlights of Russia’s two most enticing cities. Experience the rich history, vibrant urban
culture, and world-class architecture of Moscow before heading to stunning St. Petersburg, home to
some of the continent’s most spectacular baroque palaces and neoclassical buildings. The highlight
of the tour is a full day at St. Petersburg’s incredible Hermitage Museum, which boasts more than three
million works of art and cultural artefacts from all over the world.

Departs 30 Sep. until 2 Dec. 2011. Eight-day group tour from AU$2,082 (approx. NZ$2,790 at press time) double
occupancy. Price includes 7 nights’ accommodation; some meals; entrance fees; highly trained tour manager or local guides; and more.

SOUTH AFRICA CITY & SAFARI ADVENTURE

With its
dramatic landscapes, sophisticated cities, unparalleled game viewing, renowned winelands, and compelling
history, South Africa reigns as one of the world’s most fascinating destinations. Tauck World Discovery’s
12-day South Africa: An Elegant Adventure trip allows you to to see and do it all. You’ll explore Cape Town
and Johannesburg, tour UNESCO-listed Robben Island, venture to the Cape Peninsula, track the Big
Five on safari, experience the grandeur of Victoria Falls, and visit a penguin colony and elephant sanctuary.

Departs Cape Town May, Aug., Sep., and Dec. 2011 FROM US$6,090 (approx. AU$5,685/NZ$7,619 at press time)
per person, double occupancy. Includes accommodation; most meals; sightseeing; airport transfers; taxes
and gratuities.

TOUR + HOTEL

LUXURY THAILAND TOUR Nowhere on earth are the people more genuinely
friendly than in Thailand, “the land of smiles.” Experience Thai hospitality first-hand – along with the
country’s rich culture, impressive architecture, glorious beaches, and acclaimed cuisine – on a fully
customised 15-day tour with Remote Lands. Discover cosmopolitan Bangkok, the resort island of
Phuket, the cultural riches of Chiang Mai, the Similan Islands and their superb diving, the outdoor paradise
of Krabi, ancient Ayutthaya (optionally by helicopter), and Chiang Rai, capital of the Golden Triangle.
Departs Bangkok until 31 Dec. 2011. FROM US$15,000 (approx. AU$14,000/NZ$18,765 at press time) per person, double
occupancy. Includes luxe accommodation; daily car/driver and guide; many meals; daily activities; and special experiences.

LA DOLCE VITA ON THE PORTOFINO COAST

For sheer
romance, nothing tops the 84-room Grand Hotel Miramare on the Italian Riviera. This is, after all,
where Laurence Olivier and Vivian Leigh once honeymooned. Located in pretty Santa Margherita
Ligure between the blue sea and a lush Mediterranean garden, the Liberty-style manse is the ideal
base from which to explore glitzy neighbor Portofino and the Mount Portofino Park, one of the most
outstanding protected areas in all of Italy. But, chances are, you’ll have trouble tearing yourself away from
the Miramare’s private beach, eSpace wellness center, and open-air heated seawater swimming pool.
Boasting panoramic views of the Tigullio Gulf, the elegant Les Bougainvillées restaurant hosts haute
cuisine cooking classes during the autumn and winter season. Le Colonne offers after-dinner wine
tastings, and the Barracuda piano bar is a chic venue for cocktails.
The two-night package includes upgrade upon arrival (if available); welcome fruit basket; daily buffet
breakfast; one “table d’hôte” lunch per person (beverages not included); Portofino Nature Park trail
map and one boxed lunch per person; one 45-minute Aroma massage per person; and an after-dinner
sweet Italian wine tasting at Le Colonne.

Valid until 22 Dec. 2011. FROM EUR 228 (approx. AU$310/NZ$415 at press time) per person, per day,
double occupancy.

SEA AND CITY IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

From seaside
serenity to city sophistication, Montage offers two ultra-chic So-Cal destinations in which to extend
holiday. Enjoy sun and sand (plus golf and art) in Laguna Beach, and world-class shopping in Beverly Hills.
For the ultimate sea-and-city getaway, fly into Orange County and out of Los Angeles – or vice versa. At the
Montage Laguna Beach, you’ll even receive a complimentary fourth night when you book a three-night stay.

Virtuoso rates FROM US$779 at Montage Laguna Beach and FROM US$564 at Montage Beverly Hills (approx.
AU$728/NZ$975 at press time for Montage Laguna Beach and approx. AU$527/NZ$706 for Montage Beverly Hills)
per room, per night. Complimentary night and rate valid at Montage Laguna Beach until 30 Jun. 2011. Rate valid at
Montage Beverly Hills until 30 Jun. 2011.

LUXE ROOMS IN BROOME

Located in Australia’s spectacular Kimberley
region, the five-star Pinctada Cable Beach Spa Resort offers generously sized guestrooms with private balconies or courtyards and original works of art. Swim laps in the pool (there’s a designated lap
lane), then retreat to the LI’TYA Spa for an Aboriginal-influenced treatment. For dining, there’s the
award-winning Selene Brasserie featuring produce from the resort’s own garden and a signature menu
designed by Melbourne chef Greg Malouf.
FROM AU$320 (approx. NZ$429 at press time) per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade (if
available); cocktails and canapés; and a US$100 spa credit when staying three or more nights.

HEAVENLY HONG KONG RETREAT

Above the energetic din of Hong
Kong, a peaceful retreat at The Upper House awaits. Relax in an ultra-spacious Harbour View Upper
Suite, relishing the enormous spa-inspired bath with walk-in rain shower and tub overlooking the city
skyline. Book a three-night stay and enjoy a fourth night “on the house.” Included: daily breakfast for
two at Café Gray Deluxe, complimentary WiFi, in-room bar, espresso machine, selection of teas and
infusions, and local calls.
Valid until 31 Dec. 2011. FROM HKD7,150 (approx. AU$859/NZ$1,151 at press time) per room, per night.

HOTEL

FLORENCE CITY SANCTUARY

A former Medici palace resplendent with
original frescoes and sculptured reliefs, the Four Seasons Hotel Firenze delights art lovers in Italy’s
Renaissance capital. It also boasts several amenities that are extremely rare in Florence: an on-site spa,
an outdoor pool, and an 11-acre, centuries-old private park – all relaxing venues after days exploring the
Uffizi and Duomo, which are just a few steps away.
Accommodations include the Coventino, once a sixteenth-century convent, and the fifteenth-century
Palazzo della Gherardesca, formerly a palace.
With the arrival of the warm season and thanks to the new fully equipped children’s playground area,
the newly opened Pool Bar and pool side restaurant Al Fresco in the shade of majestic trees, the hotel
becomes even more an urban resort destination for families.
Book a minimum three-night stay in a Four Seasons (or higher) room or suite category, and you’ll
receive an upgrade upon arrival (if available); daily American breakfast for two or a EUR 68 per-room
credit toward breakfast in the restaurant or in-room dining; a EUR 85 spa credit per room; and a fourcourse gourmet dinner for two at Il Palagio, excluding wine.

Valid 1 Jun. until 15 Nov. 2011. FROM EUR 935 (approx. AU$1,273/NZ$1,704 at press time) per room, per night.

CELEBRATE NATURE IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Just minutes from Aspen, Colorado, Snowmass Village is a popular winter ski resort. But come summer,
it’s a sunny paradise offering everything from hiking, mountain biking, and golf to fly-fishing, horseback
riding, and ballooning. Summer also promises rodeos, concerts, music festivals, and the Food & Wine
Classic. Enjoy a free night (with minimum three-night stay) at the classy Viceroy Snowmass, which
features custom-designed residences with private sundecks, fireplaces, and granite-counter kitchens.
Valid 26 May until 30 Sep. 2011. FROM US$130 (AU$121/NZ$163) per room, per night, based on a three-night
stay; room tax and resort fee included. Virtuoso guests receive daily breakfast for two and a US$100 spa credit
per stay.

ARTFUL STAY IN TASMANIA Eat, drink, sleep, and dream amidst 300
original works of art. Located on the Hobart waterfront in a former jam factory, The Henry Jones Art
Hotel offers an evolving art exhibition, 56 uniquely designed rooms and suites, a signature restaurant
showcasing the renowned local produce, and a hip bar favoured by the locals. Virtuoso guests receive
an upgrade upon arrival (if available); complimentary breakfast for two; and bottle of wine.
Valid until 31 Dec. 2011. FROM AU$325 (approx. NZ$436 at press time) per room, per night.

OPPOSITES ATTRACT Everyone’s talking about The Opposite House, the
truly original hotel located in Beijing’s vibrant new Sanlitun Village. Designed by celebrated avantgarde architect Kengo Kuma, it boasts a shimmering emerald-green glass exterior, stainless steel pool,
and 99 apartment-like studios. Guests have a choice of two bars and three restaurants, including Asianinspired Bei. Virtuoso guests can expect an upgrade (if available); full breakfast daily; and one complimentary three-course luncheon for two.
Valid through 31 Dec. 2011. FROM US$325 (approx. AU$304/NZ$407 at press time) per room, per night.

LUXE LIVING IN LONDON

Located in the heart of Mayfair, The Dorchester offers
guests easy access to Bond Street and Knightsbridge shopping, West End theatres, and top art galleries. What’s
more, visit this glamorous hotel in 2011 and experience something truly unique. In celebration of the hotel’s 80th
anniversary, they are partnering with the international charity, Trees for Cities, to plant 80 new “Future Great
Trees” in London. Fifteen of these will be planted within Mayfair to create what will be called "The Dorchester
Anniversary Walk". Be part of history by visiting this year, and even toast the occasion with a commemorative
Dorchester of London 80th Anniversary cocktail at the see-and-be-seen Bar at the Dorchester.

FROM 344 GBP (approx. AU$530/NZ$710 at press time) per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive upgrade
(if available); daily Continental breakfast; and a 70 GBP spa credit. Valid until 31 Dec. 2011.

SKI HOLIDAYS IN ASPEN/SNOWMASS,
THE UNITED STATES’ MOST BELOVED
MOUNTAIN DESTINATION

SUMMER ON THE SLOPES
Cross the hemisphere for an exclusive getaway at Viceroy
Snowmass, the Colorado destination celebrated by Australian
Gourmet Traveler as a high-glamour must-stay.
Indulge in ski-in/ski-out residential accommodations,
innovative dining and lounging, and a native American-inspired
wellness spa experience, just moments from world-class
skiing and snowboarding.
For a limited time, Virtuoso clients who stay four nights can
enjoy a complimentary fifth night. Please contact your Virtuoso
travel specialist for reservations.
Virtuoso Exclusive Amenities include Full American Breakfast
for two daily and a US$100 spa credit per stay.

ANGUILLA • BEVERLY HILLS • MALDIVES • MIAMI • PALM SPRINGS • SANTA MONICA • SNOWMASS

Fifth Night Free package offer is available from 4 January to 15 April 2012. Reservations must be booked by 31 August 2011. Subject to availability, may not be combined with other packages or promotion.
Normal deposit and cancellation policy applies.

FINISHING TOUCH

Big Time

The experience: Spotting bathing elephants
from your private deck.
MALILANGWE WILDLIFE RESERVE, ZIMBABWE

WHAT On this 130,000-acre private reserve, massive baobab trees are still studded with climbing
pegs installed by long-ago hunters-in-residence, the once-threatened rhino population is booming,
and the rest of the “big five” – as well as duiker, sable antelope, and more than 400 bird species –
roam free. WHERE Southeastern Zimbabwe, about 250 kilometres from the South African border.
STAY Singita Pamushana, the only lodge on the reserve, occupies sandstone cliffs far above
Malilangwe’s lake, where crocodiles swim and elephants bathe. Just six suites and one five-bedroom
villa – all with private viewing decks, Swarovski spotting scopes, plunge pools, and outdoor showers –
ensure minimal cameos from fellow humans in this natural spectacle.
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specialist TIP
“Don’t miss a
visit to the local
Malilangwe community, where
profits from the
lodge feed 20,000
children a healthy
meal every day. In
my 30 years visiting safari lodges,
this was undoubtedly the best:
incredible warmth,
hospitality, biodiversity, and value
for money.”
–Judy Udwin

All to yourself: Singita
Pamushana is the only
lodge on the reserve.

What’s your

RETURN on LIFE?

Ask the specialists at any
Virtuoso afﬁliated travel agency.
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends, and even yourself is your most
valuable investment. To ensure you’re spending it wisely, take advantage of our personal knowledge,
expertise, and connections around the globe to design your customised travel experiences.
There’s never been a better time to invest in your life.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.
If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist,
contact us at info@virtuoso.com.au, and we’ll introduce you to one.
Ask about all the advantages of being a Virtuoso Traveller.

www.virtuoso.com.au

Are You a Virtuoso Traveller?
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

I enjoy the peace of mind that comes with relying on true professionals
I prefer customised holidays based on my individual preferences
I realize that the Internet isn’t enough
I’d love to have a travel specialist who really knows me
I want in on the perks, benefits, and upgrades available only to Virtuoso travellers
Read about a real Virtuoso traveller in this issue on page 14.
If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel specialist,
contact us at info@virtuoso.com.au, and we’ll introduce you to one.
Ask about all the advantages of being a Virtuoso Traveller.

The world’s finest travel agencies and specialists are Virtuoso.

