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Kigali, Rwanda’s Azizi Life studio.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

THE YEAR TO EXPLORE
When you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration  

and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now. 

For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your  
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable vacation.  

Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,  
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com. 



1 Private executive transfers are included in all new bookings on all voyages (exceptions apply). Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full detailed information | 2 Air is not available in all countries and to all destinations. Should
you book your air independently or should the desired air not be available, a non-use credit will be offered that you can apply as extra savings to your cruise fare. Business Class upgrades are available in selected destinations. | 3 On 
selected voyages. | 4 Depending on Silversea’s air programme flight schedule.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to correct
errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including pricing and
availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not accurately reflect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements that modify or limit
these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, and guest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.

RESERVE YOUR SUITE WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL
ADVISOR TODAY TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS 

DESIGNED FOR DISCOVERY

The small size of our all-suite expedition ships — hosting just 144 to 274 guests — allows 
us to sail into the heart of polar regions where larger ships simply cannot go.

PERSONALISED SERVICE 

Let our butlers indulge you — seeing to everything from unpacking luggage and serving 
breakfast on your private veranda, to handling laundry requests and shining your shoes 
before dinner.

ALL-SUITE ACCOMMODATION 

Enjoy one of the highest space-per-guest ratios at sea and the pleasures of finely
appointed suites featuring ocean views and indulgent amenities.

INCLUDED SHORE EXCURSIONS

Prepare for your onshore excursions with the best of the best as our professional 
naturalists, biologists, historians, and geologists provide you with insider information 
on what to expect onshore and in the water. Zodiac landings, kayaking adventures, and 
shore excursions are included on all expedition voyages.

OUR DOOR-TO-DOOR ALL-INCLUSIVE JOURNEY INCLUDES:

Private executive transfers (home—airport)1

Economy Class air/Business Class upgrades 
at reduced rates or Air Credit2

Domestic flights when required3, 4

Pre- & post-cruise hotel nights3, 4

Guided Zodiac, land & sea tours & expert lectures

Multiple restaurants, premium beverages & 
24-hour dining service

Butler service in every suite category

Expedition gear & unlimited Wi-Fi3 

Onboard gratuities

Economy Class air/Business Class upgrades 
at reduced rates or Air Credit

Domestic fl ights when required

Butler service in every suite category

Expedition gear & unlimited Wi-Fi

Multiple restaurants, premium beverages & 
24-hour dining service

THE SILVERSEA DIFFERENCE
Global adventures in bespoke, all-inclusive luxury – this is the world of Silversea

UNRIVALLED 
EXPEDITION

EXPERIENCES
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Come swim in the warm water of a volcanic island in Antarctica. Hike across Arctic landscapes to spot Polar Bears. Snorkel alongside sea lions in the Galápagos. 
No matter where you go or what you do, you’ll enjoy a uniquely immersive experience accompanied by seasoned expedition leaders and naturalists eager 
to share their knowledge of the region.

Whale watching from a Zodiac in Antarctica

IT’S TIME TO GO FARTHER 
Collect a lifetime of discoveries

ANTARCTICA  EXPLORE ANOTHER WORLD
The ice creaks and shifts underneath as Weddell seals roll around in 
pure white blankets of virgin snow. Jagged grey mountains watch over
fjords teeming with wildlife and species you’ll encounter nowhere else.
Silversea welcomes you to Antarctica, the last and most unexplored
continent on Earth. With lots of options, including our newest
Antarctica Bridge packages, where you start your voyage directly in
the South Shetland Islands, you’ll find the right one for you.

ARCTIC FIND YOUR TRUE NORTH
As you float alongside blue-green glaciers in glass-like waters, the
only sounds you hear are the crackling of millennial ice and your
own heartbeat, as the awesome silence of the Arctic speaks right to
your soul. From white Polar Bears to dark brown Arctic Wolves, the
diversity of wildlife in this region is extraordinary. Hundreds of species
of terrestrial and marine fauna roam the varied Arctic landscapes and
seascapes, and you’ll be right in the middle of it, whether hiking across
green tundra or gently floating on icy clear waters in a Zodiac.  

GALÁPAGOS THE ORIGINS OF DISCOVERY
At almost 600 miles from the mainland, the Galápagos Islands are
one of the remotest places in the world. The 19-island-archipelago
was the world’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site and home to an
astonishing 9,000 species of flora and fauna. Experience paradise as
old as time itself and immerse yourself in exhilarating explorations 
from the moment you step aboard, from complimentary Zodiac
tours, snorkelling and kayaking to nature hikes led by our naturalist
experts and certified guides.

SILVER ENDEAVOUR
Travel to the ends of the Earth aboard Silver Endeavour. Sailing to
both poles, she redefines the meaning of ultra-luxury expedition
cruising. Silver Endeavour introduces a new era in ultra-luxury
expedition cruising, and brings the remote and remarkable to you
in hallmark Silversea comfort. Join Silversea for endless possibilities
ashore and aboard Silver Endeavour, the most luxurious expedition
ship at sea.

SILVER ORIGIN
The first destination-specific ship built by Silversea, Silver Origin
is the height of experiential travel in the Galápagos. Never before
have the islands been so superbly presented: a team of Ecuadorian
national expert guides, the highest crew-to-guest ratio in the
Galápagos, 8 Zodiacs, and seamless hybrid spaces that offer an
extraordinary voyage – for extraordinary people.
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When you find your daydreams wandering farther and farther, stretching to shores yet unknown to your eyes, let yourself follow them – with Silversea 
Expeditions. Our polar itineraries perfectly unite your dreams of uncommon discovery with your desire for bespoken luxuries that amplify the experience.

Join us as we head into the world’s most untouched regions, following in the footsteps of foraging polar bears and waddling penguins. Trek across glaciers,
icy tundra, beaches teeming with sunbathing wildlife. Soar over landscapes few travellers have ever witnessed and cruise past glistening ice floes as you 
probe remote shores by Zodiac. Depart Patagonia via the Strait of Magellan, bound for the frozen continent of Antarctica. Or opt for the icy passages of the 
Arctic and Greenland on a journey of inspiring wilderness, proud Innuit culture and the thrill of the sea.

Polar bear jumping on ice blocks in the Arctic

CHASE DISCOVERY TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
Ultimate polar adventures await

NORTHWARD TO THE ARCTIC
The Arctic’s season of ethereal midnight sun beckons the adventurous
toward the Circle – and beyond. Blanketed in uncompromised luxury,
voyage deeply into Far North discovery as our expert Expedition Team
Members introduce you to a world of majestically wild nature and
uniquely isolated cultures. Gaze poleward at Europe’s far northern
edge, explore Svalbard’s monumental sea clif fs, experience the
coasts of Norway, Greenland, Iceland, and Canada’s High Arctic as
only Silversea can present them.

SOUTH TO ANTARCTICA
Journey with Silversea to the closest thing on this earth to another
planet – the vast White Continent. Our purpose-built Expedition ships
make exploring Antarctica an adventure not just in wondrous nature
but in unbridled luxury. Whether by Zodiac, kayak, or on foot, your
expert Expedition Team will lead you thrillingly close to sights rarely
seen and expand your knowledge of this barely-charted world of
unique animals, plant life, geology, and history.

Guests kayaking in Svalbard

A napping sea lion and waddling penguins in Antarctica

POLE TO POLE, SHIP TO SHORE
Experience the extraordinary in the Arctic and Antarctic
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Come swim in the warm water of a volcanic island in Antarctica. Hike across Arctic landscapes to spot Polar Bears. Snorkel alongside sea lions in the Galápagos.
No matter where you go or what you do, you’ll enjoy a uniquely immersive experience accompanied by seasoned expedition leaders and naturalists eager 
to share their knowledge of the region.

Whale watching from a Zodiac in Antarctica

IT’S TIME TO GO FARTHER
Collect a lifetime of discoveries

ANTARCTICA  EXPLORE ANOTHER WORLD
The ice creaks and shifts underneath as Weddell seals roll around in 
pure white blankets of virgin snow. Jagged grey mountains watch over 
fjords teeming with wildlife and species you’ll encounter nowhere else. 
Silversea welcomes you to Antarctica, the last and most unexplored 
continent on Earth. With lots of options, including our newest 
Antarctica Bridge packages, where you start your voyage directly in 
the South Shetland Islands, you’ll find the right one for you.

ARCTIC FIND YOUR TRUE NORTH
As you float alongside blue-green glaciers in glass-like waters, the 
only sounds you hear are the crackling of millennial ice and your 
own heartbeat, as the awesome silence of the Arctic speaks right to 
your soul. From white Polar Bears to dark brown Arctic Wolves, the 
diversity of wildlife in this region is extraordinary. Hundreds of species 
of terrestrial and marine fauna roam the varied Arctic landscapes and 
seascapes, and you’ll be right in the middle of it, whether hiking across 
green tundra or gently floating on icy clear waters in a Zodiac.  

GALÁPAGOS THE ORIGINS OF DISCOVERY
At almost 600 miles from the mainland, the Galápagos Islands are 
one of the remotest places in the world. The 19-island-archipelago 
was the world’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site and home to an 
astonishing 9,000 species of flora and fauna. Experience paradise as 
old as time itself and immerse yourself in exhilarating explorations 
from the moment you step aboard, from complimentary Zodiac 
tours, snorkelling and kayaking to nature hikes led by our naturalist 
experts and certified guides.  

SILVER ENDEAVOUR 
Travel to the ends of the Earth aboard Silver Endeavour. Sailing to 
both poles, she redefines the meaning of ultra-luxury expedition 
cruising. Silver Endeavour introduces a new era in ultra-luxury 
expedition cruising, and brings the remote and remarkable to you 
in hallmark Silversea comfort. Join Silversea for endless possibilities 
ashore and aboard Silver Endeavour, the most luxurious expedition 
ship at sea.

SILVER ORIGIN  
The first destination-specific ship built by Silversea, Silver Origin 
is the height of experiential travel in the Galápagos. Never before 
have the islands been so superbly presented: a team of Ecuadorian 
national expert guides, the highest crew-to-guest ratio in the 
Galápagos, 8 Zodiacs, and seamless hybrid spaces that offer an 
extraordinary voyage – for extraordinary people.
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1 Private executive transfers are included in all new bookings on all voyages (exceptions apply). Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full detailed information | 2 Air is not available in all countries and to all destinations. Should 
you book your air independently or should the desired air not be available, a non-use credit will be offered that you can apply as extra savings to your cruise fare. Business Class upgrades are available in selected destinations. | 3 On 
selected voyages. | 4 Depending on Silversea’s air programme fl ight schedule. 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to correct 
errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including pricing and 
availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not accurately refl ect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements that modify or limit 
these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, and guest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.

RESERVE YOUR SUITE WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL 
ADVISOR TODAY TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS 

DESIGNED FOR DISCOVERY 

The small size of our all-suite expedition ships — hosting just 144 to 274 guests — allows 
us to sail into the heart of polar regions where larger ships simply cannot go. 

PERSONALISED SERVICE 

Let our butlers indulge you — seeing to everything from unpacking luggage and serving 
breakfast on your private veranda, to handling laundry requests and shining your shoes 
before dinner. 

ALL-SUITE ACCOMMODATION 

Enjoy one of the highest space-per-guest ratios at sea and the pleasures of finely 
appointed suites featuring ocean views and indulgent amenities. 

INCLUDED SHORE EXCURSIONS

Prepare for your onshore excursions with the best of the best as our professional 
naturalists, biologists, historians, and geologists provide you with insider information 
on what to expect onshore and in the water. Zodiac landings, kayaking adventures, and 
shore excursions are included on all expedition voyages.

OUR DOOR-TO-DOOR ALL-INCLUSIVE JOURNEY INCLUDES:

Private executive transfers (home—airport)1

Economy Class air/Business Class upgrades 
at reduced rates or Air Credit2

Domestic fl ights when required3, 4

Pre- & post-cruise hotel nights3, 4

Guided Zodiac, land & sea tours & expert lectures

Multiple restaurants, premium beverages & 
24-hour dining service

Butler service in every suite category

Expedition gear & unlimited Wi-Fi3 

Onboard gratuities

Economy Class air/Business Class upgrades 
at reduced rates or Air Credit

Domestic fl ights when required

Butler service in every suite category

Expedition gear & unlimited Wi-Fi

Multiple restaurants, premium beverages & 
24-hour dining service

THE SILVERSEA DIFFERENCE
Global adventures in bespoke, all-inclusive luxury – this is the world of Silversea

UNRIVALLED 
EXPEDITION

EXPERIENCES
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56
Bogotá

Colombia’s tastemaker  

serves up deliciously  

good times.

Preflight
INSPIRATION FOR YOUR WANDERLIST
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112
Haida Gwaii
Spirited adventures  

off the coast of mainland  

British Columbia.
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102
Armenia

The call of

the Caucasus.
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70
El Bajío
Discover vintage  

pairings in Mexico’s 

Guanajuato winelands.

Where do you want to go next? 
Create your own Wanderlist at 

virtuoso.com/wanderlist.



Complimentary Land Package Offer – Enhance your travel experience in the most convenient way and add another city 

or country to your journey for a limited time. For reservations, please contact your preferred Virtuoso Travel Advisor.



Voted Best
River Cruise Line

B Y  V I R T U O S O  A D V I S O R S

2 0 1 2  |  2 0 1 3  |  2 0 1 4  |  2 0 1 5  |  2 0 1 6
2 0 1 7    |  2 0 1 8  |  2 0 1 9  |  2 0 2 2 

Nine Times
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CONTENTS
January  February 2023

90
The Wanderlist
Unexpected spots 

that Virtuoso travel 

advisors love.

102  The A Game
It’s time to start talking 

about Armenia. 

112  To the Edge of the World 
A grounding visit to 

Haida Gwaii.

ON THE COVER

Unlocking travel secrets.  Illustration by Nolan Pelletier.

Páros: The Cyclades’ next 
need-to-know isle.



IT’S YOUR HEART  

THAT TAKES YOU PLACES

We make your travels to the world’s most magical destinations possible. 

But it’s your endless passion for discovery that leads you there.

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with  

exclusive Virtuoso benefits, such as complimentary Shore Experiences 

and Pre-Paid Gratuities.

EXQUISITELY CRAFTED CUISINE. CURATED TRAVEL EXPERIENCES. SMALL SHIP LUXURY. 



14   J a n u a r y  Fe b r u a r y 2 0 2 3

70 8276

(B
IK

E
) 

N
IC

O
L

E
 F

R
A

N
C

O
, (

B
IR

D
) 

K
A

I W
U

L
F,

 (
S

T
O

R
E

) 
B

R
IA

N
 S

IA
M

B
I

CONTENTS
January  February 2023

70  The Wine Route 
Less Traveled 
Sipping through Mexico’s  

El Bajío region.  

76  Walk This Way 
Saba is the Lesser Antilles’ 

hiking gem.

82  Made in Kigali    
Where to shop in Rwanda’s 

cool capital city. 

120  Gallery
An Australian artist reflects 

on home.  

16  Editor’s Note

22  Contributors

27  Passport

38  Cruising

44  Hotel News

48  The Virtuoso Life
Portugal according to Alice 

Russotti and Francesca  

del Balzo. 

56  City Guide: Bogotá
Catch the buzz of Colombia’s 

first city.



FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

B I G  S K Y   |   D E E R  VA L L E Y   |   H E A L D S B U RG   |   K A PA L U A  B AY  

L AG U N A  B E AC H   |   L O S  C A B O S  |   PA L M E T T O  B L U F F  

On Location at Montage Laguna Beach

IT’S THE SHARED MOMENTS WE REMEMBER MOST AND CELEBRATE BEST.

Join us in celebrating 20 years of Life, Well Lived.
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Do You Want to 
Know a Secret?

Editor’s Note

Y
EARS AGO WHEN I WAS LIVING IN MADRID, muddling by in a pre-Google 

travel landscape, a girlfriend’s impossibly glamorous aunt in Barcelona whis-

pered to us about a weekend getaway: a tiny seaside town on the Costa Brava, 

a place out of time where Dalí once cavorted. Without many questions, four 

of us hopped a train from Madrid, then a bus from somewhere else, and eventually 

we were cresting a hill to a scattering of whitewashed buildings tumbling down to a 

pebbly Mediterranean shore. It was perfection. I don’t recall much about what we did 

that weekend, but what sticks with me is the thrill of being let in on a travel secret – a 

feeling devoted travelers know well, and one I’ve chased ever since. 

In this spirit (and in a decidedly post-Google travel landscape), we created our 

Secret Issue to share with you places and experiences that deliver that frisson of 

discovery. Our well-traveled team is lucky to have our own, farther-reaching version 

of my girlfriend’s glamorous aunt: the global network of Virtuoso travel advisors, 

on-site tour companies, and more who dashed to their keyboards when we sent up 

our Bat-Signal in search of under-the-radar Wanderlist destinations and new twists 

on old favorites. 

They delivered everything from an unsung corner of Tuscany to a Japanese region 

with Kyoto-style cherry blossoms but none of Kyoto’s crowds. It’s just a little perk of 

having the world’s foremost luxury travel network on speed dial. (You have this perk 

too – your Virtuoso advisor is your key to unlocking travel secrets of all types.) In 

this issue, we’re also taking you to British Columbia’s wild and remote Haida Gwaii, 

a place steeped in First Nations history and culture, and to Armenia for winetasting 

and hiking to ancient monasteries. There’s a little-known Caribbean island with a 

big outdoors draw, Kigali’s thriving design scene, and much more. 

I won’t spill it all – read on and make your own discoveries. And the next time 

you’re in Spain, take a weekend detour to Cadaqués, a perfect little town on the 

Costa Brava. But shhh – you didn’t hear that from me.

MARIKA CAIN

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

What I learned this issue:
That Rwanda recently banned secondhand-clothing imports to boost its 

textile industry.  Where to find Bogotá’s best flea market.  The length of 

the world’s shortest commercial runway (1,312 feet).  That it’s polite to hold 

a sake cup with two hands when someone is pouring for you.  Which tiny 

European destination has an outsize ski scene. 

Y



PLEASE CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL  ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SPECIAL ISTS  IN  EXTRAORDINARY TRAVEL  TO ASIA ,  S INCE 2006 .

EXCLUSIVELY ASIA





celebrate with

U N F O R G E T T A B L E

moments

You deserve the limitless joy that comes with celebrating  

life’s most precious milestones aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.  

For more than three decades, we’ve specialized in commemorating  

special occasions for our guests and are looking forward to planning your 

own unforgettable moments surrounded in all-inclusive luxury.

UNRIVALED

CELEBR ATIONS

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR  

TO BOOK YOUR REGENT EXPERIENCE TODAY!
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THE MAGAZINE

“Which ship would 
you love to cruise on 

this year?”

Virtuoso® is the leading global travel agency network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 1,200 travel agency locations with more than 20,000 travel advisors in over 50 

countries throughout North America, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with more than 2,200 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, 

airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. Normalized annual sales of (U.S.) $25 to $30 billion make Virtuoso a 

powerhouse in the luxury travel industry. For more information, visit www.virtuoso.com. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and 

restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes 

no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@

virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO, THE MAGAZINE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso, The Magazine Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To 

stop receiving Virtuoso, The Magazine, contact your travel advisor or email help@virtuoso.com. California CST #2069091-50; Washington UBI #601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of 

California. Copyright © 2023 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Virtuoso Life, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Orchestrate Dreams, Journey to Global 

Citizenship, Return on Life, and Wanderlist are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Your Journey Begins With Us, Best of the Best, and Virtuoso Voyages are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd., has a U.S. copyright registration 

for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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“Aqua Expeditions’ Aqua 

Blu to Raja Ampat.”

“The Vista, Oceania’s 

first new ship in 11 

years. I want to cruise 

Italy – la dolce vita!”

“I’m dying to sail on 

Explora Journeys’ 

Explora I, which launches 

this year.”  – T.L.

“Windstar’s Wind 

Surf on the Dalma-

tian Coast. The wind 

in the sails would be 

amazing.”  – J.K.



AWAKEN A JOURNEY 
FILLED WITH WONDER IN EUROPE

Reconnect with each other—and the world—on our revolutionary Edge® Series ships that make 

the journey as incredible as the destination. Lose yourself in accommodations so stunning, you 

won’t want to be found. Dine in restaurants that awaken every sense with menus crafted by our 

Michelin-starred chef. Enjoy intuitive service that’s always one step ahead of your every need. All 

this is just the beginning. Our Europe sailings introduce incredible experiences from discovering 

the blue lagoon of Iceland to exploring Italy’s Amalfi Coast—and everything in between.

ENJOY PREMIUM DRINKS, STREAMING WI-FI, TIPS AND UP TO $500 ONBOARD CREDIT 

PER SUITE WHEN YOU BOOK THE RETREAT WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR.

All Included: Pricing Packages apply to inside, ocean view, veranda, Concierge Class, or AquaClass® stateroom (“Eligible Bookings”). All Included Pricing Package must be chosen and 
provides Classic Beverage Package, Basic Internet Package and Tips Included, and applies to inside through AquaClass® staterooms, excluding Galapagos. All guests in a stateroom must 
choose the same pricing package. All guests in an Eligible Booking who choose the All Included pricing package will receive a Classic Beverage Package, Gratuities (“Tips”) Included, and 
an unlimited Basic Wi-Fi Package. All guests with an Eligible Booking in The Retreat will receive the Indulge Package at no additional charge including Premium Beverage Package, Tips 
Included, OBC and an unlimited Premium Wi-Fi Package, for all guests in the stateroom. OBC amount varies by length of sailing and will be credited to guests’ stateroom folios. OBC has no 
cash value, is applicable to cruise only, non-transferable, not redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used by 10:00 PM on the final night of the cruise. Guests with Internet Packages will 
receive instructions for Internet access in their staterooms on the first day of the cruise. Classic Beverage package, additional charges per drink may apply. Bar staff gratuities included in 
All Included. ©2022 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.
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Contributors

Writer

Wendy Watta

Nairobi

“Made in Kigali,” page 82

“Ethiopia is underrated: 

The Danakil Depression is 

otherworldly, the Simien 

Mountains are breathtaking, 

and in the south, the Surma 

people in Omo Valley have a 

fascinating culture.”

THE REPORT: “I enjoyed the 

neighborhood milk bars all 

over Kigali, where people 

meet and sit at communal 

tables to drink and catch up 

with friends. A cold glass of 

ikivuguto (fermented milk) 

was my go-to.”

 wattaonthego

Artist

Nolan Pelletier

Toronto

Cover and “The Wanderlist,” 

page 90

“Weeki Wachee Springs State 

Park in Florida. It’s a 1940s-

era tourist attraction featuring 

a live mermaid performance 

in an underwater theater. I 

once found a vintage sticker 

advertising the show, and I’ve 

been obsessed ever since. 

Where else can you watch a 

woman in a mermaid tail chug 

a bottle of Coke underwater 

while ‘God Bless America’ 

plays over a loudspeaker?”

THE REPORT: “I wanted this 

cover to be an intricate and 

slightly mysterious depiction 

of the joy and discovery of 

travel. The woman with the 

dog is inspired by an art deco 

poster that I thought captured 

the excitement and glamour 

of hitting the road, but also 

by my desire to draw our new 

sight-hound puppy, Lindy.” 

 nolanphillipspelletier

Writer

Larry Bleiberg

Charlottesville, Virginia

“The A Game,” page 102

“One of my favorite trips took 

me to Chile’s Lake District, 

home to towering forests of 

the ancient monkey puzzle 

tree, which looks like it was 

dreamed up by Dr. Seuss.”

THE REPORT: “My trip to 

Armenia gave me a wonderful 

souvenir: an introduction to a 

new favorite artist. Martiros 

Saryan painted sweeping 

landscapes that led many to 

call him Armenia’s Matisse. 

His studio museum displays 

color-drenched paintings and 

a gift from another fan: John 

Steinbeck. During a 1963 

visit, the Nobel Prize-winning 

author presented Saryan with 

an inscribed book that’s still 

on display.”

 lbleiberg

Writer

Heather Greenwood Davis

Toronto

“Walk This Way,” page 76

“I spent some time on the 

island of Nevis last fall and fell 

in love with Saint Kitts’ little 

sister. From the white sand 

of the aptly named Paradise 

Beach to the Killer Bee rum 

punches at Sunshine’s, I’m not 

sure I’ve ever felt more quickly 

at home in a new place.”

THE REPORT: “I love that, 

until recently, residents of 

Saba regularly had their 

fast food delivered by plane 

from nearby Sint Maarten. 

They’ve managed to keep the 

fast-food chains off their tiny 

island without sacrificing the 

undeniable human need for 

Domino’s and KFC. Win-win!” 

 byheathergd

“What’s your favorite unsung destination?”
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The Ultimate Africa Adventure
with the Luxury Safari Pioneers

Join just 48 like-minded guests on a comprehensive journey across the breadth of 

Africa, travelling on our chartered Boeing 757 with the fi nest Tour Managers and 

local guides in the industry. With our 10 local offi  ces in Africa, no one reveals Africa 

in its full splendor like Abercrombie & Kent, the luxury travel leader since 1962.

To book your once-in-a-lifetime adventure across Africa, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.

Enjoy a $500 luxury amenity 
credit per person for private 

airport transfers, spa services 
and more. Mention promo 

code AKLUXE when booking.

Africa: Across a Continent by Private Jet
22 Days  |  September 29–October 20, 2023

$134,500 per person  |  $29,500 $14,750 single supplement 

Egypt  |  Rwanda  |  Tanzania  |  Botswana 
South Africa  |  Benin  |  Morocco 

Arrives and departs in London, UK

P R I V A T E  J E T

Save 5
0%
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n th

e
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gle
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upple

m
ent

Single supplement discount not combinable with any other discounts. Off ers subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. 



The Hideaway



Icon of the Seas� refl ects current design concepts and may include artistic renderings and/or images of other class ships. All ship features, experiences and itineraries are subject to change without notice. 
©2022 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 22006349 • 11/15/2022

Introducing the best family vacation in the world — the new Icon of the SeasSM.

Get ready for thrills you never dared to imagine. Like Category 6, the largest waterpark

at sea, and a new test of bravery, the Crown's Edge. Take relax to the max at seven

unique pools, a swim-up bar, and more. And bonding doesn’t get better than

at SurfsideSM, the ult imate stay-and-play family neighborhood.

And just steps away from the most incredible suites at sea, discover the exclusive

Suite Neighborhood. Soak up rays on the two-story sun deck or take a tranquil dip in the 

private pool and hot tub. Savor upscale cuisine at two restaurants for suite guests only — 

the casual elegance of Coastal K itchen or al fresco Mediterranean bliss at The Grove.

And at the Suite Lounge, enjoy bites and cocktails over jaw-dropping views right into the 

heart of the revolutionary AquaDomeSM. It ’s t ime you discover just how suite life can be.

This is the Icon of VacationsSM

Sailing from Miami to Perfect Day at CocoCay

January 2024

Contact  your  Vir tuoso Travel  Advisor  to learn about exclusive benefits .

BEST CRUISE LINE

OVERALL     CARIBBEAN
1 9  Y E A R S  R U N N I N G
Travel Weekly Readers’ Choice Awards

AND

IN THE

Icon of the SeasSM

Royal Loft Suite Suite Sun Deck



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

1Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Amenities are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, rate codes, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may 

apply for certain amenities. Please ask for details. Blackout dates may apply.

Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Pleasant Holidays is registered with the State of Florida as a Seller Of Travel ST#37983. Copyright©2022 

Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

GRAND HYATT KAUAI RESORT & SPA

Virtuoso Amenities1:

● Daily buff et breakfast for two adults, value at $90
 per day (excludes gratuities)
● One-category room upgrade based on availability
 at check-in (not combinable with other upgrade
 promotions, capped at 1 King or 2 Queen Beds,
 Club Access)
● Early check-in/late check-out based on availability

ANDAZ MAUI AT WAILEA RESORT

Virtuoso Amenities1:

● Daily breakfast for two at Ka’ana Kitchen
● Early check-in/late check-out based on availability

Experience Hawaii and All It Has To Off er

with HYATT RESORTS HAWAII

Relax and rejuvenate at these resorts in Hawaii and receive EXCLUSIVE amenities:

Room Upgrades, Early Check-In/Late Check-Out and Breakfast Included!

REASONS TO BOOK WITH

PLEASANT HOLIDAYS:

✦ Voted Best Tour Operator Hawaii
 18 Consecutive Years
✦ Most Competitive Private Fares on
 Major Airlines to Hawaii & Inter Island 
 Flights
✦ First Class & Premium Economy
 Seating Flight Options
✦ Award-Winning Customer Support
✦ Real-Time Rates and Inventory
✦ Hundreds of Hawaii Sightseeing Tours, 
 Events & Luaus With Premium Seating
✦ Fresh Flower Lei Greeting at Airport 
 Available

KAUAI

MAUI
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A Breath of Fresh Air
The 60-plus parks, 113 public gardens, 190 miles of bike trails, and eight-mile pollinator highway that make Tallinn  

a pleasure to explore have helped it grab the title of the European Commission’s 2023 Green Capital. The under-the- 

tourist-radar Estonian capital is a favorite of Copenhagen-based Elisa Fabbro, owner of Delta of Scandinavia, an on-site 

tour connection that works with Virtuoso advisors to craft custom jaunts in Estonia and throughout the region. On her  

Tallinn must-list: cycling the seaside Pirita promenade, strolling the reimagined industrial area of Telliskivi (with a tasting  

of artisanal gin at Junimperium Distillery), visiting Europe’s oldest continuously operating pharmacy in medieval Old  

Town, and taking in all that greenery from atop Toompea Hill.  – Joel Centano  

PLACES

TRENDS

CULTURE

STYLE

New year, new adventures  
in Tallinn’s Old Town.
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hope for the planet and each other  

will only magnify over time.  

Any preflight rituals? If someone on the 

ground crew doesn’t say “Godspeed” 

before launch, I will. 

Where next? Back to space! And I’ve 

always wanted to take a sacred swim at 

the exact coordinates of 0.00 0.00, off 

Africa’s west coast. I’ll live on a boat for 

a few days – relax, unwind, and swim. 

Spaceflights from $450,000.  

– Amy Cassell

your moves – your flips and spins and 

Supermans – during training camp.  

Virgin Galactic will break ground soon 

on a complex near Spaceport America 

in New Mexico where travelers will 

spend three days prepping for their 

flight. In space, your move should be 

stillness. Let go of everything and look 

out the window – that’s magic.

Why people should go to space: For 

the perspective shift. If the human 

spaceflight industry can put many, 

many more people into space, we’ll  

all be better for it, and the love and 

Passport

Total trips to space: Two.

Describe space in three words:  

Honestly, it’s indescribable. 

OK, we’ll give you a few more words: 

It’s completely exhilarating when the 

rocket motor ignites. At apogee, when 

you’re looking out at the blackness of 

space and the bright, high-definition 

Earth below, time feels endless. It takes 

your breath away. Space feels sacred.

What’s the go-to move at zero g?  

My recommendation is that you do  

As Virgin Galactic’s chief astronaut instructor, engineer and NASA vet Beth Moses makes sure  
that when future astronauts board their spaceflights (which are currently slated to launch this year),  

they’ll have a smooth, literally out-of-this-world experience.

Person of Interest: Beth Moses 
Astronaut



INTRODUCING 
A BOLD NEW VISION FOR

OCEAN TRAVEL
Explora Journeys, the new luxury lifestyle brand, combines centuries-old seafaring 

experience with superlative European re� nement to introduce a bold 
new vision for luxury ocean travel.

Explora Journeys is set to transform ocean travel through a synergy of the 
chicest ships and the most immersive itineraries that allow guests to discover further, 

travel deeper and linger a little longer at each destination. These are enriching holidays 
for the curious, cosmopolitan traveller who wants to create connections 

that last long beyond the cruise itself. 

With the � rst of six luxury ships sailing in July 2023, remarkable itineraries will blend 
renowned destinations with lesser-travelled ports for a journey that celebrates discovery.

FEATURED JOURNEYS

Fares are cruise only, per person; subject to availability and subject to change at any time;Terms & Conditions apply.

Sailing the Whale’s Highway 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 7,150 pp

EMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA 

JUNE 28, 2024 

DISEMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA 

JULY 9, 2024

Inaugural Alaska Journey – Remote 
Wrangell and Spectacular Sitka

Diamond Beaches and Sparkling 
Private Idylls 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 7,000 pp

USA

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

MIAMI
OCEAN CAY

GRAND TURK

SAMANA
SPANISH TOWN
VIRGIN GORDA

DESHAIES

EMBARKATION

MIAMI, 
UNITED STATES

DECEMBER 13, 2023 

DISEMBARKATION

MIAMI, 
UNITED STATES 

DECEMBER 22, 2023 

Inaugural Caribbean Journey – 
A Yachtsman’s Paradise

Ocean Suites fares from USD 2,950 pp

PUERTO RICO

SAN JUAN
SPANISH TOWN
VIRGIN GORDA

ST. JOHN’S

DESHAIES

USA

MIAMI

KEY WEST

EMBARKATION

MIAMI (KEY WEST), 
UNITED STATES

NOVEMBER 3, 2023 

DISEMBARKATION

SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO

NOVEMBER 10, 2023 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 6,400 pp

VANCOUVER

VICTORIA
BRITISH COLUMBIA

KETCHIKAN
SAILING MISTY FJORD

TRACY ARM FJORD

WRANGELL

SITKA

JUNEAU

SKAGWAY 

USA

CANADA

EMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA

MAY 6, 2024 

DISEMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA

MAY 17, 2024 

ADVERTISEMENT
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CUISINES COVERING ALL CORNERS OF THE GLOBE

A celebration of global culinary talents, cultures, and passions, EXPLORA I will showcase 

sophisticated and varied culinary experiences across six vibrant restaurants*, plus in-suite dining, 

as well as in � ve of the 12 bars and lounges onboard (eight indoor and four outdoor). 

LOUNGING BY 
DAY, 
LOUNGING BY 
NIGHT

An effortless, cosmopolitan 
atmosphere in which to discover, 
enjoy and appreciate diverse 
talents from around the world. 
Reimagining entertainment with 
the right vibe for the right time, 
with the perfect blend of vibrancy 
and privacy across 12 indoor 
and outdoor bars and lounges.

EXQUISITELY 
DESIGNED

Spaces that o� er guests relaxed luxury, creating a 
home at sea. Restoring life’s essential balance with 
a combination of discovery and appreciation for 
wellbeing and nature. Each of our 461 ocean-front 
suites, penthouses and residences – all designed 
with a re ned, European elegance – are created 
to get you closer to the ocean. All suites feature 
private terrace and large � oor-to-ceiling windows. 

WELLBEING, 
INSIDE AND OUT

From treatment rooms to state-of-the-art 
 tness equipment, group workout classes to 
personal training appointments and tailor-made 
programmes, over 1,000sqm of space is dedicated 
to our Ocean Wellness facilities, making keeping 
well while on holiday e� ortless and enjoyable. 
Sleep, relaxation, mindfulness, energy and 
immunity-boosting are addressed holistically, 
producing a deep sense of physical and spiritual 
renewal enhanced by the revitalising in� uence 
of the sea.

Our culinary and beverage experts bring together an 
abundance of experience and artistry to the curation 
of immersive dining experiences, bringing enthusiasm 
for provenance along with a plethora of stories about 
the rare ingredients, which are hand-selected just for 
Explora Journeys.

Throughout the year, wine selections will re� ect the 
regional areas where the ship sails. Sommeliers will 
constantly source boutique wine labels to build an 

inspiring menu with truly interesting choices. An 
exclusive mixology programme has been curated 
including a signature Ocean State of Mind cocktail 
using gin made with seaweed algae. Exclusive wine, 
whiskey and spirit tastings, pairings, cocktail making 
masterclasses and ‘Meet the Winemaker’ events will 
be held onboard, as well as wine-themed destination 
experiences ashore.

*Experience fee applicable to two venues

FIL ROUGE RESTAURANT

ASTERN LOUNGE

OCEAN GRAND TERRACE SUITE

THE CONSERVATORY POOL & BAR

ADVERTISEMENT
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personal training appointments and tailor-made 
programmes, over 1,000sqm of space is dedicated 
to our Ocean Wellness facilities, making keeping 
well while on holiday e� ortless and enjoyable. 
Sleep, relaxation, mindfulness, energy and 
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renewal enhanced by the revitalising in� uence 
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of immersive dining experiences, bringing enthusiasm 
for provenance along with a plethora of stories about 
the rare ingredients, which are hand-selected just for 
Explora Journeys.

Throughout the year, wine selections will re� ect the 
regional areas where the ship sails. Sommeliers will 
constantly source boutique wine labels to build an 

inspiring menu with truly interesting choices. An 
exclusive mixology programme has been curated 
including a signature Ocean State of Mind cocktail 
using gin made with seaweed algae. Exclusive wine, 
whiskey and spirit tastings, pairings, cocktail making 
masterclasses and ‘Meet the Winemaker’ events will 
be held onboard, as well as wine-themed destination 
experiences ashore.
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INTRODUCING 
A BOLD NEW VISION FOR

OCEAN TRAVEL
Explora Journeys, the new luxury lifestyle brand, combines centuries-old seafaring 

experience with superlative European re� nement to introduce a bold 
new vision for luxury ocean travel.

Explora Journeys is set to transform ocean travel through a synergy of the 
chicest ships and the most immersive itineraries that allow guests to discover further, 

travel deeper and linger a little longer at each destination. These are enriching holidays 
for the curious, cosmopolitan traveller who wants to create connections 

that last long beyond the cruise itself. 

With the � rst of six luxury ships sailing in July 2023, remarkable itineraries will blend 
renowned destinations with lesser-travelled ports for a journey that celebrates discovery.

FEATURED JOURNEYS

Fares are cruise only, per person; subject to availability and subject to change at any time;Terms & Conditions apply.

Sailing the Whale’s Highway 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 7,150 pp

EMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA 

JUNE 28, 2024 

DISEMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA 

JULY 9, 2024

Inaugural Alaska Journey – Remote 
Wrangell and Spectacular Sitka

Diamond Beaches and Sparkling 
Private Idylls 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 7,000 pp

USA

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

MIAMI
OCEAN CAY

GRAND TURK

SAMANA
SPANISH TOWN
VIRGIN GORDA

DESHAIES

EMBARKATION

MIAMI, 
UNITED STATES

DECEMBER 13, 2023 

DISEMBARKATION

MIAMI, 
UNITED STATES 

DECEMBER 22, 2023 

Inaugural Caribbean Journey – 
A Yachtsman’s Paradise

Ocean Suites fares from USD 2,950 pp

PUERTO RICO

SAN JUAN
SPANISH TOWN
VIRGIN GORDA

ST. JOHN’S

DESHAIES

USA

MIAMI

KEY WEST

EMBARKATION

MIAMI (KEY WEST), 
UNITED STATES

NOVEMBER 3, 2023 

DISEMBARKATION

SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO

NOVEMBER 10, 2023 

Ocean Suites fares from USD 6,400 pp

VANCOUVER

VICTORIA
BRITISH COLUMBIA

KETCHIKAN
SAILING MISTY FJORD

TRACY ARM FJORD

WRANGELL

SITKA

JUNEAU

SKAGWAY 

USA

CANADA

EMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA

MAY 6, 2024 

DISEMBARKATION

VANCOUVER, 
CANADA

MAY 17, 2024 
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Canal Cover Charge 
As travel to post-lockdown Italy surges, Venice is tackling overtourism head-on. Beginning in the 

middle of this year, travelers will have to register and pay a three- to ten-euro fee for day trips to the 

Floating City. (Overnight guests, who pay city taxes, are exempt from the charge.) It’s a necessary move, 

say government officials, to address and hopefully discourage short visits that can more than triple the 

population of the city of 50,000. To avoid the crowds, Birmingham, Alabama-based Virtuoso travel advisor 

John Skelton recommends visiting between November and March, when you’ll find more locals than 

international guests. For those who do arrive in the summer, Skelton loves the 96-room Cipriani, a  
Belmond Hotel, a five-minute boat ride from the often hectic Saint Mark’s Square. “It’s a little oasis to  

retreat to at the end of the day,” he says.  – Elaine Glusac

Traffic control is coming  
to the Grand Canal. 
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THE HALF KNOWN LIFE 

BY PICO IYER (Riverhead Books)

Subtitled “In Search of Paradise,” 

renowned travel writer Iyer’s latest 

memoir reflects his years in search 

of interior peace. From the California 

coast to deep in the Himalaya, Iyer’s 

journeys find him considering the 

human capacity for stillness, musing 

on why places that are meant to be 

peaceful often spark controversy, 

and wondering if individuals culti-

vating internal peace will result in a 

better world. British-born Iyer, who 

is of South Asian descent and lives in 

Japan, always brings a tender, multi-

cultural perspective to his work. 

THE VILLA 

BY RACHEL HAWKINS (St. Martin’s Press)

Emily and Chess hope to rekindle 

their friendship on a lush Italian get-

away. Unfortunately, Emily’s curiosity 

about a 1970s murder that occurred 

in their villa and the expats who may 

have been involved cast a mysterious 

shadow over their sunny holiday. 

EMPTY THEATRE 

BY JAC JEMC (MCD)

For fans of The Empress, Jemc retells 

an alternate history of Empress Elisa-

beth of Austria – known as “Sisi” – and 

her cousin, King Ludwig II of Bavaria. 

The entertaining tale reads like a 

mash-up of Jane Austen and The 

Great on hallucinogens. 

AGE OF VICE 

BY DEEPTI KAPOOR (Riverhead Books)

New Delhi’s Wadia family has more 

than its share of money and corrup-

tion, which comes to light after a 

shocking crime. Kapoor’s dramatic 

novel follows three people who get 

caught up in the family’s strong 

currents of greed and revenge in the 

aftermath of it all.  – Bethanne Patrick 

Carry-On Companions



Treating You
From Michelin star chef-curated menus to world class entertainment, our exclusively adult voyages 

always include perks that put you at the helm of VIP treatment. Whether you’re sipping from 

your personally-curated, in-room bar in your stunning RockStar Quarters, or relaxing in our 

award-winning spa — our getaways are unrivaled ways to explore the seven seas. 

Wading through Caribbean blues or exploring Grecian island views, 

lock your next vacation in with our most joyful offer of 2023. 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

RESTRICTIONS APPLY. ASK YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
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Passport

Sake 
Starter Kit 
The best sake for you comes down to your personal 

preferences, says Megumi Yamamoto, the Four 
Seasons Hotel Kyoto’s sake sommelier. “I’ve always 

liked mine light, fruity, and crisp, like an easy-to-

drink sauvignon blanc,” she says, “but the more I 

learn, the more I’m into the full-bodied versions that 

change flavor depending on the temperature 10 to 

15 minutes after the sake is served.” When she’s not 

recommending sake flights at Fuju, the hotel’s tea 

lounge, or arranging opportunities for guests to meet 

some of the city’s best sake brewers, Yamamoto is 

growing her encyclopedic knowledge of the Japanese 

rice wine. (Sake classifications – including junmai, 

ginjo, and daiginjo – are based on how polished the 

rice grains are.) These bottles, recommended by 

Yamamoto, provide a solid base for your sake library. 

Stock your bar and save this tip for your next dinner 

party: “Hold the choko, the small cup, with both 

hands when someone pours for you,” Yamamoto 

says. “If you’re serving, use two hands on the tokkuri, 

or carafe. Both are signs of respect.”

  Tamagawa Kinsho 
Daiginjo “Heart of 
Gold.” $56. “This fruity 

and smooth sake is very 

popular at Fuju. Though 

most daiginjo sakes 

taste best chilled, this 

one is good lukewarm.”  

  Kamoshibito Kuheiji 
Junmai Daiginjo “Eau 
du Désir.” $48. “Elegant 

and full-bodied, with a 

slightly bitter aftertaste. 

Drink it chilled in a 

wineglass – its flavors 

change as it warms.”

  Kameizumi CEL-24 
Junmai Ginjo Nama 
Genshu “Eternal 
Spring.” $42. “Sweet 

and sour, with hints 

of pineapple – a great 

choice for beginners, 

thanks to its lower alco-

hol content.”

  Emishiki Kijoshu 
“Monsoon.” $46. “This 

one is super sweet, with 

a ripe banana scent. 

It’s best enjoyed with 

dessert, or even poured 

over ice cream, affogato-

style.”  – A.C.

FROM LEFT: 
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1.  COOL KID: GREENLAND

The world’s largest island is ready for its star turn. An increasing number of expedi-

tion cruises will call on Greenland this season, with sailings from Quark Expeditions, 

Ponant, and Atlas Ocean Voyages among them (and more anticipated once the capi-

tal city, Nuuk, opens its international airport in 2024 for direct flights from Europe and 

North America). Cruisers can look forward to connecting with a thriving Indigenous 

culture in towns and villages whose vivid green, red, and blue houses pop against the 

ice- and granite-ringed coastline. 

Silversea’s 200-passenger Silver Endeavour will spend its inaugural summer in the 

Arctic, departing from Greenland’s Kangerlussuaq, a former U.S. Air Force base at 

the end of a 100-mile-long fjord, to visit remote communities along the country’s west 

coast that are inaccessible by road. Highlights on its ten-night expedition to Pond Inlet 

in Canada’s Nunavut territory include kayaking between icebergs near Uummannaq 

Island and anchoring off Ilulissat, where an active glacier feeds an ice-choked fjord. 

Departure: July 31; from $13,950.

Now 
Trending
Five new and rediscovered 

ports everyone’s talking 

about for 2023.

The village of Aappilattoq in 
Greenland, home to around 

100 people, and a port of call 
for some of this year’s sailings.



Disappear for a while.

No matter what kind of adventure you’re into, everything you love 

is just a scenic drive away in The Florida Keys & Key West. Enjoy 

warm, clear water. Legendary sunsets. Unparalleled fishing and  

diving. An extraordinary array of accommodations. And the world’s 

freshest seafood. There’s never been a better time to call your 

Vir tuoso travel advisor. 
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Cruising

2.  WOW FACTOR: WEST AFRICA

West African nations typically see oc-

casional cruise-ship visits on annual 

grand voyages or as part of transatlantic 

crossings. But Hurtigruten Expeditions 

will delve into the region in a big way this 

year: Its 12-night round-trip itineraries 

aboard the 180-passenger Spitsbergen 

embark from Dakar, Senegal’s swinging, 

baobab-studded capital, where the larg-

est slave-trading center on the African 

coast, UNESCO-listed Île de Gorée, once 

operated. The ship spends four days in 

the Cape Verde archipelago, traversing 

Fogo’s lava landscapes and the sand 

dunes of stark Boa Vista, before moving 

to Guinea-Bissau’s Bissagos Islands – 88 

tropical and rarely toured outposts, home 

to the Bijagós people, along with saltwa-

ter hippos, manatees, and sea turtles. 

Departures: Multiple dates, November 3 

through December 9; from $8,626.

3.  REENTERING THE CHAT: JAPAN

One of the last countries to welcome 

visitors back following the pandemic, 

Japan opens the gangway anew this 

year. A route we’ve got our eye on: 

Viking’s 14-night Hong Kong-to-Tokyo 

sailing aboard the 930-passenger Vi-

king Orion. The cruise crosses the East 

China Sea to Nagasaki, site of haunting 

bomb memorials but also of an intrigu-

ing history of trade with the Dutch and 

Portuguese from the sixteenth through 

nineteenth centuries. An overnight 

in Hiroshima allows time to explore 

beyond the city’s war history with 

trips to Itsukushima’s iconic “floating” 

Shinto shrine or waterfall-fringed Mitaki 

Temple in a steep, forested valley. Roam 

the port town of Shimizu, near the foot 

of Mount Fuji, before disembarking in 

Tokyo. Departures: April 15 and October 

10; from $7,499.

 

4.  FRESH FRONTIERS: ALASKA

Small-ship expedition lines such as Lind-

blad Expeditions and UnCruise Adven-

tures have long favored less-touristed 

ports on Inside Passage sailings; due to 

overtourism concerns at marquee Alas-

kan ports, midsize ships are starting to 

follow. Explore the Last Frontier on Wind-

star Cruises’ 11-night voyages aboard the 

312-passenger Star Breeze from Anchor-

age to Vancouver. Standout excursions 

include brown-bear-watching in the Anan 

Wildlife Observatory off tiny Wrangell 

Island and a float down the Chilkat River, 

where hundreds of bald eagles live and 

fish year-round, in adventure-sports hub 

Haines. In Kenai Fjords National Park – 

which provides habitat for bears, wolves, 

sea lions, and whales – witness glaciers 

fed by the Harding Icefield. Departures: 

Multiple dates, June 9 through August 28; 

from $5,699.  

Clockwise from top 
left: The savanna 
on Orango, the 
largest of the 
Bissagos Islands; 
a pagoda in Tokyo’s 
Ueno Park; and  
Kenai Fjords  
National Park  
in Alaska.
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Cruising

5.  A NEW CLASSIC: TRIESTE, ITALY

With Venice closed to larger ships, Trieste has gained favor as its replacement with Regent Seven Seas 

Cruises and Holland America Line, whose 1,916-passenger Oosterdam makes the city its home port in 

the Med this summer. Travelers can still get a taste of La Serenissima: Sailing the Adriatic’s east coast 

reveals the vestiges of the Venetian Republic’s centuries-long sprawl. On Oceania Cruises’ newly reno-

vated 1,238-passenger Riviera, spend seven nights cruising from Rome (Civitavecchia) to Trieste, stop-

ping at Venetian strongholds such as Corfu, where operas ran at the San Giacomo theater for more than 

a century, and Kotor, Montenegro, where Venetian towers, ramparts, and palaces still stand. Departure: 

April 7; from $1,799.  – David Swanson

The Church of Sant’Antonio 
Nuovo overlooking Trieste’s 

Canal Grande.



LATE MARCH THROUGH EARLY APRIL:

CH  O  G FUCH   O       OKYO

 xperience the magic of cherry blossoms in the heart of  okyo while strolling 

along  do castle’s moat.  he Chidorigafuchi  oat encircles the  mperial 

Palace, and from around the end of  arch to early  pril, hundreds of cherry 

trees tint the walkways around the moat pink.  his magical sight draws 

 okyoites and visitors alike. Lit up at night, you can experience the cherry 

blossoms’ ethereal beauty while afloat on a boat. Or take an exhilarating 

morning jog alongside the moat surrounded by the glowing blossoms.

EARLY TO MID-APRIL:  XQU     LY  OU   

YO H  O         P  F C U  

 ara’s  ount Yoshino is one of the country’s top spots to experience 

cherry blossom season, thanks to the 30,000 cherry trees that blanket the 

mountain and surrounding town in blush-colored blooms. Here you can 

enjoy hiking or driving through the ‘tunnels’ of cherry blossoms. Lit up at 

night, the setting is spectacular.  he mountain’s  himo  enbon (lower), 

 aka  enbon (middle), and Kami  enbon (upper) areas each offer different 

sites, and a path through the surrounding town provides a chance to 

browse local shops and restaurants as you ascend.  ount Yoshino is part 

of the Kii  ountain  ange  acred  ites and Pilgrimage  oute and a 

U   CO World Heritage  ite.

COME EXPERIENCE  H    G C OF CH   Y BLO  O  
    O     J P  . 

Please visit www.japan.travel/en/us to plan your magical spring sakura-

viewing getaway to Japan.

LATE APRIL: H  O  K  C   L      O O   P  F C U  

Hirosaki Castle and Park are one of the country’s best late-season sakura 

viewing spots. Come late  pril, the iconic castle and surrounding grounds 

will be frosted with the blooms of some 2,600 trees.  he annual Cherry 

Blossom Festival, typically held between late  pril and early  ay, offers 

attendees opportunities to paddle rowboats in the castle moat, and savor 

seasonal treats like sakura mochi, a sweet, pink rice cake filled with red 

bean paste and wrapped in salted cherry leaves.  t night, the illuminated 

trees and falling petals are entrancing.

GETTING THERE

 omori is just an hour’s flight away from  okyo.  ara 

is 22 miles south of Kyoto and 17 miles east of Osaka. 

              

JAPAN’S CHERRY 

BLOSSOM WAVE:
There’s nothing like seeing Japan’s cherry trees in full bloom. The delicate sakura, 

as they’re called in Japanese, are the unofficial flower of Japan and bloom for 

only a few weeks each year. Enjoy them from late February in the south through 

mid-May in the north as they march across the country.
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Hotel News

Showstopper by the Sea 
Drama is the byword at Dubai’s Atlantis The Royal, where the 24,294-square- 

foot Skyblaze Fountain greets each evening with a fire-and-water display, signature  

massages include volcanic rocks coated in 24-karat gold, and dolphins splash past 

oceanfront meditation sessions. The 795-room island resort opens in early 2023, 

crowned with a head-turning 22nd-story infinity pool and club. The rooms’ marine- 

inspired designs vary by category, from soft blues and gentle lines in entry-level  

Seascape rooms to pearlescent accents and coral-colored walls (plus terraces and 

private pools) in the penthouses. Dining options, 17 in total, range from Dubai’s first  

cevicheria to chef and television personality Ariana Bundy’s Persian Kitchen. Just be 

sure to save at least one happy hour for Heston Blumenthal’s bar, Resonance, 

where waiters sling modern molecular mixed drinks and 4,000 jellyfish float in the 

aquarium accent wall. Doubles from $750, including a bottle of wine on arrival, 

breakfast daily, and a $100 dining credit.  – Emma Franke
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Reserve your suite today. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor and enjoy exclusive 

Virtuoso Voyages amenities on select sailings.
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Hotel News

Home Sweet Hacienda
Kick back like a media mogul: Now open to travelers, The Hacienda at Armendaris – Ted Turner’s private 

residence on his 360,000-acre southern New Mexico ranch – features four spacious guest rooms, a cozy outdoor 

courtyard backed by the Chihuahuan Desert and Fra Cristobal Mountains, and a full Santa Fe-style kitchen 

(though you’ll likely want to leave the cooking to the private chef). As one of three Land of Enchantment Ted Turner 

Reserves properties, which total more than 1.1 million acres, Armendaris plays a key role in Turner’s rewilding of  

the American West and reintroduction and protection of endangered species. Guests’ daily activities include  

paleontology and petroglyph tours and wildlife outings focused on Armendaris’ successful restoration of 

the bolson tortoise and desert bighorn sheep. Nightlife on the reserve is just as wild: Guides lead 

stargazing sessions and, from May to September, visits to lava caves to watch more than a million 

Mexican free-tailed bats take flight at dusk. From $9,600 per night for up to eight guests, 

including all meals, daily activities, and a $100 resort credit per occupied room.  – J.C.

Clockwise from top left: The primary bedroom and courtyard at Armendaris, 
local oryxes, and a bat cave (no Batmobile in sight).



*Fares are based on Promo(s) VV*. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy (cruise or cruisetours only), are neither transferable nor refundable, have no cash value, are not valid on Grand Voyages or 1- to 5-day cruise voyages, and are subject to availability. Any advertised fare may be changed or revoked at any time. Fare is subject to full terms and conditions, 
available on the Holland America Line website. Signature Beverage Package has a daily limit of 15 beverages. Available only on beverages priced at US$11 or less. Must be 21+ for alcoholic beverages. Management reserves the right to revoke the package and may refuse service for any reason. Package excludes beverages purchased in The Shops, from the mini-bar, or 

through 24-hour room service and beverages on Half Moon Cay. Specialty Dining is based on cruise duration and ship type. Dining options are determined by ship and exclude all events in Pinnacle Grill. Shore Excursion offer is based on cruise duration and is per person, not per stateroom. For Alaska cruisetours and 6- to 9-day voyages, eligible guests will receive US$100 credit 

per person to apply toward their shore excursion purchase(s). For 10- to 20-day voyages, eligible guests will receive US$200 credit per person to apply toward their shore excursion purchase(s). For 21+ day voyages (excluding Grand Voyages), eligible guests will receive US$300 credit per person to apply toward their shore excursion purchase(s). Shore Excursion credit must be used 

pre-cruise when applied toward an Alaska Cruisetour Land Excursion purchase. Shore Excursion credit must be used on corresponding cruise and is non-refundable. Wi-Fi Surf Package: All onboard Internet usage is subject to HAL’s standard policies, which may limit or block browsing/use of some sites or applications due to network security and bandwidth usage. Offerings are subject 

to change without notice. Plan can be used on any device, but only one device can be actively connected at a time. Upgrades are available once on board. Offer applies to 1st/2nd guests in a stateroom only. Wave Offer: Unless otherwise noted, all elements of the Offer are available only on select cruises/cruisetours and exclude Grand Voyages and any voyage lasting 5 days or less 

(“Eligible Cruises”) booked between December 14, 2022, and February 28, 2023 (“Booking Period”). Stateroom upgrades are available in select stateroom categories and ships and are subject to the availability of the staterooms in the higher category. 50% Reduced Deposit is per person and available on select cruises and cruisetours booked between December 14, 2022, and February 28, 

2023. Kids Cruise Free: Guests ages 17 and under (“children”) are eligible to travel free (Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional) when booked as a 3rd and/or 4th guest on select 2023 and 2024 cruises. Limit up to two free children per eligible booking. Kids Cruise Free rates are available only when booked with promotion code Z3* with a 1st/2nd guest booking with promotion code 

VV*. Guests booking with Z3*are ineligible for Have It All (O1). Reduced Deposit is a reduced per-person booking deposit available on new bookings only on select cruises and cruisetours booked outside of the fi nal payment date. Balance is due on fi nal payment of the booking. Offer is available only on select cruises and cruisetours unless sold out or otherwise withdrawn. Standard 

refund and cancellation conditions apply. Onboard Credit Kicker through this offer is available in the following amounts: US$100 per person (US$200 per stateroom) for guests booked on a 6- to 9-day cruise; US$150 per person (US$300 per stateroom) for guests booked on an Alaska cruisetour or 10- to 20-day cruise; US$200 per person (US$400 per stateroom) for guests booked on a 

21+ day cruise. Limit: One (1) Onboard Credit per guest. Onboard Credit is in USD, is neither refundable nor transferable, and has no cash value. Onboard Credit expires at the end of the Eligible Cruise and may not be used in the casino or on any other specifi ed fees or items. Onboard Credit Kicker offer ends January 31, 2023. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands. 

Contact Your Virtuoso Travel Agency
or Advisor to Book Today

Make travel your tradition during our 150th year of cruising! With up to 

30% off  cruise fares, a free stateroom upgrade, and a 50% Reduced 

Deposit plus our Have It All package and more, you’ll have the time of your 

life when you discover the Last Frontier with the cruise line that knows it best. 

Reserve your Holland America Line Alaska cruise by January 31 to receive up 

to $400 Onboard Credit per stateroom.* Book before this off er sails away!

EXPERIENCE ALASKA & SAVE
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The Virtuoso Life

European Connections
Brooklyn boutique founders have one foot on the Continent.

INTERVIEW BY MARIKA CAIN  PHOTOGRAPHY BY BALL & ALBANESE

Francesca del Balzo (left)  
and Alice Russotti.
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N
ATIVE LONDONERS Alice Russotti and Francesca del Balzo, the cofounders 

and creative directors of Porta, a Brooklyn home goods boutique, grew up in 

each other’s orbits. Their parents were friends, and they both went to Brown, 

married Americans, settled in Brooklyn with their families, and found them-

selves looking for a meaningful path forward. “Both of our families had great pride 

when it came to cooking for others, but also preparing the scene of the meals as well,” 

Russotti says of the inspiration for their brick-and-mortar shop, which showcases 

ceramics, linens, and more, sourced by the pair on their European sojourns. The 

duo have undertaken buying missions to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, where they have 

sought out local makers. “Traveling back to Europe always refocuses our attention 

on beauty, detail, and color,” Russotti says. “There’s safety in clean lines and neutral 

color, but where is the fun in that?” On their list currently: the Azores and Tangier. 

ALICE 

1.  Hard-shell Away luggage and a 

soft canvas bag inside for things I pick 

up along the way.

2.  My Timbuk2 backpack has lots of 

pockets to store things in an easy-to-

reach way, and it allows me to have 

free arms to carry anything fragile I 

might be bringing home.  

3.  A necklace made by Hattie Rick-

ards in London with my kids’ finger-

prints etched into little medallions on 

a chain.

4.  Hairstory New Wash. Its easy, 

squashy packaging is perfect for a trip, 

and it’s good for my hair. 

5.  Superga Classic shoes are good 

for walking and versatile enough to 

wear with anything anywhere.

FRANCESCA

1.  I don’t go anywhere without my 

Uniqlo lightweight puffer in a bag. 

We often travel a country from north 

to south and need to be prepared for 

changing weather patterns.

2.  A Positional Dreamer’s notebook 

as we are constantly taking notes on 

the go.

3.  A couple of great playlists. 

Recently we’ve been listening to full 

albums, nostalgic for the times when 

we were restricted to a CD and had to 

experience the entire thing from start 

to finish. 

4.  Gucci loafers in case I want to 

glam it up a little bit, as we start or end 

our trips in the capitals.

5.  A Nalgene bottle to keep hydrated 

on the long car journeys. 

OUR TRAVEL ESSENTIALS

Europe comes to Brooklyn: 
Porta, inside and out. 

N



†Cruise Sales and Onboard Future Cruise Sales are not combinable with each other. © 2022 Cunard. Ships’ Registry: 
Bermuda. The Cunard logo and logotype and Queen Elizabeth are registered trademarks of Carnival plc, an English 
company trading as Cunard. All rights reserved in the United States and other countries.

Summer 2023 Alaska aboard Queen Elizabeth® 

Culinary Highlights
w Taste the best of Alaska with live cooking demonstrations

w Sip local craft beer from Alaskan Brewing Co.

w Celebrate with exclusive cocktails inspired by Alaska

w Explore the waterfront crab shacks in Juneau

w Enjoy the catch of the day in Ketchikan

Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits include:
w Up to $500 Bonus Onboard Credit per stateroom*

w Specialty Dinner in Steakhouse at The Verandah  

   (Balcony and above)*

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions.

13 nights w August 7, 2023 w Q326B
Vancouver > Ketchikan > Juneau > Hubbard Glacier > Skagway >  
Glacier Bay National Park > Sitka > Victoria > Vancouver >  
San Francisco

Combinable with:   
Limited Time Offers   |   Cruise Sales†   |   Future Cruise Sales† 
Military Benefits   |   World Club Member Savings & Benefits
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The Virtuoso Life

ALICE AND FRANCESCA’S  

PORTUGAL TIPS

Portugal was the first official Porta 

trip that we took just after starting 

our business. It’s a compact country, 

which meant that we could cover a 

large portion of it from north to south 

and east to west in our little rental car. 

The people we met were extraordi-

narily welcoming, generous in spirit, 

and can-do in attitude. People we 

knew connected us to people they 

knew, who in turn suggested others to 

get in touch with; we were so grateful 

and it meant that we accomplished a 

lot. There’s also an immense pride in 

artisanal craft, which is deeply tied to 

the country’s history and impressively 

practiced. We met people who were 

committed to not letting traditional 

craft die out with the current older 

generation. It was a magical trip and 

we came back totally excited about 

what we were embarking on with our 

shop and in love with the country.

Lisbon is beautiful, fun, and delicious. 

It’s no wonder that people are moving 

there in droves! Our favorite restaurant 

is Tapisco, a small tapas restaurant in 

the upscale Príncipe Real neighborhood. 

Head to local institution Paris em Lisboa 

for linens, A Vida Portuguesa for a bril-

liant selection of Portuguese products, 

and Caza das Vellas Loreto – the best 

candle shop. Check out Felipa Almeida, 

who runs a creative house in Lisbon’s 

Campo de Ourique neighborhood fo-

cused on objects, ways of life, traditions, 

and the history of art and crafts. If you’re 

lucky enough to be in Lisbon during one 

of her biannual, themed pop-ups, go! 

There are ceramics all over Portu-

gal, but one true gem is São Pedro do 

Corval in the Alentejo. Viana do Castelo 

in northern Portugal’s Minho region is a 

very special place with an extraordinary 

history of embroidery. There’s a wealth 

of information on Portuguese craft on 

the amazing Passa ao Futuro nonprofit 

organization’s website.  

A Lisbon must:  
A Vida Portuguesa.
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In Canada, 
   a world of

coastal wonders             
awaits

At over 150,000 miles long, Canada boasts the longest coastline 

in the world. Surrounded by three oceans — the Pacific in the west, 

Atlantic in the east and the Arctic in the north — the country plays 

host to scores of cruises sailing in and out of its ports each year. 

Increasingly, savvy travelers are taking the opportunity to extend

 their vacations, pre- and post-cruise, to see Canada’s awe-inspiring 

coastal regions. 

Travelers can revel in the energetic nightlife of Montréal, marvel 

at the dramatic landscapes of Vancouver, and rejuvenate in the 

rugged beauty of Halifax. And that’s only the beginning. These 

coastal cities offer the perfect starting point for discovering the 

rich diversity of landscapes, cultures and communities that lie 

just beyond their borders.

Intrigued? Here are a few unforgettable journeys to inspire you.

Planning to set sail? Canada’s vibrant port 

cities invite you to discover the extraordinary 

Ingonish Beach, Nova Scotia

ADVERTISEMENT



Spot 
majestic 
wildlife

on the 
west coast

Nestled within the wilderness of the Pacific Northwest, Vancouver 

never fails to captivate with its vibrant downtown, diverse culinary 

scene and endless opportunities to be immersed in nature.

Adventure-seekers and nature enthusiasts might consider a 

stop in this cosmopolitan city as their chance to see the region’s 

most iconic wildlife. Whales & Bears, a six-day journey offered 

through Entrée Destinations, allows guests to discover the beauty 

of downtown Vancouver as well as Victoria, British Columbia’s 

charming capital, and Desolation Sound, the largest and perhaps 

best-known marine park in the province.  

After landing in Vancouver, you’ll take a one-hour helicopter flight 

to the ultra-secluded Sonora Resort. The Relais & Châteaux 

wilderness retreat offers luxuriously appointed rooms overlooking 

pristine waters, and gourmet all-inclusive dining that celebrates 

local ingredients. The highlight, though, is the guided zodiac tour 

that offers a glimpse of Canada’s iconic wildlife. You will have 

the chance to see grizzly bears, whales, sea lions and more in 

their natural habitat — set against a backdrop of dramatic fjords, 

dense forests and swirling rapids.

Upon returning to Vancouver, check into the five-star Fairmont 

Pacific Rim, which boasts spectacular harbor views, before 

dining in one of the city’s acclaimed restaurants. The next day, 

take a short walk to the seaplane terminal for the 35-minute trip 

to Victoria, where you’ll embark on a three-hour whale-watching 

tour along its breathtaking coastline. Keep your eyes peeled 

for a variety of marine life, including killer, orca and humpback 

whales. Afterwards, you’ll have plenty of time to stroll through 

the capital before hopping on your flight back to Vancouver. 

Port of call: Vancouver

Sonora Island, British Columbia

ADVERTISEMENT



Brimming with vibrant French culture, lively restaurants and bars, 

and stunning architecture, Montréal draws travelers from around 

the world. As soon as you step off the cruise ship, you’ll be eager 

to see the big-hearted province of Québec. 

Consider the Eastern Canada Québec Heart & Soul Road Trip, 

from Canada By Design. After departing Montréal, visit the 

collection of bucolic cities and villages known as the Eastern 

Townships. Stop along the way at the chocolate museum in 

Bromont and L’Orpailleur Winery in Dumham. 

You’ll also spend time in Sherbrooke, the capital of the Eastern 

Townships — taking the time to enjoy its many restaurants, 

museums and galleries. 

For a taste of Europe in North America, your journey will then 

take you to Québec City. Stroll the narrow cobblestone streets 

and admire beautiful buildings of Old Québec, the only walled 

city north of Mexico. A variety of excursions will give you a deeper 

understanding of the history of this storied region. Then, head 

to Saint-Alexis-des-Monts in the Laurentian Mountains and the 

lake at Auberge du Lac-à-l’Eau-Claire for the ultimate escape. 

Embrace 
the beauty

and unique heritage 
             of Québec        

Port of call: Montréal and Québec City

Travelers from around the 

globe are drawn to Canada’s 

cities each year. If you’re 

planning a cruise, consider 

adding additional days onto 

your itinerary to experience 

the country’s diverse and 

unforgettable destinations. 

Old Québec, Québec

ADVERTISEMENT



Tour the        

If your cruise starts or ends in the harbor city of Halifax, you’ll want 

to spend a few extra days to experience this laid-back region’s 

many charms. For example, you could set out on a week-long 

Atlantic Canada Enchanting Islands Road Trip, offered through 

Canada by Design.

Your trip will kick off in Halifax, where you’ll enjoy the capital city’s 

culture, cuisine and famous local hospitality. You’ll then venture off 

to the picturesque fishing village of Peggy’s Cove, visit the colorful 

buildings in Lunenberg, and stroll through the charming shops 

and eateries at Mahone Bay. 

After getting a taste of Nova Scotia, cross the bridge to neighboring

Prince Edward Island, where you’ll spend two days in the seaside 

city of Charlottetown and its surrounding areas. 

Watch a theatre performance or visit one of its National Parks or 

Heritage Sites — like Green Gables Heritage Place, the inspiration

of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables books. 

After a short ferry ride back to Nova Scotia, you’ll make your way 

to Cape Breton Island to stay at the idyllic Bras d’Or Lake for two 

nights. From there, take one of the world’s most scenic drives 

along the Cabot Trail. At 185 miles in length, it will take you past 

rolling verdant hills, stunning ocean vistas and sandy beaches 

— with plenty of opportunities to stop for succulent seafood and 

connect with friendly locals along the way. 

breathtakinG
islands

of Atlantic 
Canada

Port of call: HALIFAX

Louisbourg, Nova Scotia

ADVERTISEMENT
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is Walt going to be 

able to make this so 

the caption reads?

Colombian Cool
How to spend a weekend in Bogotá.

BY DAVID SWANSON  PHOTOGRAPHY BY NATASHA LEE

Streetcar style in  
La Candelaria.
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I 
N BOGOTÁ, a few hundred miles 

from the equator, the seasons 

barely blink. And yet the city is more 

conscious than ever, with vibrant mu-

rals that embrace politics and equality, 

chefs that mine Colombia’s indigenous 

culinary traditions for inspiration, and 

designers who tap a rich handicraft 

heritage to sculpt modern fashions and 

products. The country’s capital sprawls 

across a high, temperate plateau (eleva-

tion 8,660 feet) and bubbles with urban 

vigor that peaks on Sundays at the 

spirited, highly social Ciclovía, when 

cyclists, runners, and yoga enthusi-

asts take over more than 75 miles of 

car-free city streets. Bogotá’s cultural 

hub, cobblestoned La Candelaria, lures 

visitors with the Museo del Oro’s glit-

tering collection of more than 34,000 

pre-Hispanic gold treasures and Museo 
Botero, which showcases the work of 

Colombia’s most beloved artist. After 

exploring the historic core, decamp for 

the tree-lined northern neighborhoods, 

thick with restaurants and bars. 

EAT  Pioneering chef Leonor Espinosa 

embraces Colombia’s epic biodiversity 

at her fine-dining restaurant Leo in 

Chapinero Alto. Ingredients sourced 

from remote corners of the country for 

the 8- and 13-course tasting menus 

range from unusual Andean tubers  

and suckermouth catfish to nutritious 

leaf-cutter ants , aka hormigas culonas  

(“big-booty ants,” a tribute to their  

oversize backsides). 

From its sedate Usaquén townhouse,  

80 Sillas elevates ceviche with imagina-

tive accents such as bacon and pota-

toes, or serves it curried and plated 

with an apple, celery, and onion slaw or 

with sour guava and a sauce of coconut 

water, lemon, and ginger. But don’t miss 

turf options such as lamb kofta with 

quinoa salad and preserved lemons.

Located on what may be Bogotá’s most 

historic and charismatic street, Carrera 2, 

lunch-only Prudencia in La Candelaria 

is a worthwhile pre- or post-museum 

reservation. Its seven-course menu 

changes monthly and draws praise 

for dishes such as braised lamb, pork 

From top: Hay-grilled butternut squash 
with avocado tahini and pepita-harissa oil 
at Prudencia, Plaza de Bolívar, and Café 
San Alberto’s coffee-and-rum pairing.

I

1. Usaquén Market 
2. 80 Sillas 
3. San Alberto’s 
4. W Bogota 
5. Andrés D.C. 
6. Leo
7. Salvo Patria 
8. Museo del Oro
9. Artesanías de Colombia 
10. Museo Botero
11. Prudencia
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venue is a garish funhouse filled with 

flotsam and jetsam. The nightly bands 

are live and loud, with a heavy dose of 

horns and salsa that gets everyone on 

the floor dancing tableside. 

Despite its world-famous reputation, the 

average cup of coffee served in Colom-

bia won’t cut it among today’s aficio-

nados. It wasn’t until the last couple of 

decades that some of the quality beans 

grown here stayed behind, and today 

dozens of Bogotá cafés pour serious 

coffee. One local favorite: roaster San 

Alberto’s trendy café in Usaquén, which 

offers a “coffee baptism” to discover the 

nuances of Colombia’s finest (try the 

brews paired with local rum or honey).

SHOP  Artesanías de Colombia works 

with more than 800 Colombian artisans 

to create sustainable management 

plans for crops such as iraca palm, arrow 

belly, and root vegetables prepared in a 

wood-fired oven, as well as the delicious 

house-made sourdough. 

Laid-back Salvo Patria keeps sustain-

able farm-to-table fare top of mind 

with options such as beet and sesame 

seed hummus, a barley salad topped 

with goat cheese and grilled peaches, 

and fettuccine swaddled in a ragù of 

chicken hearts, pancetta, pecorino, 

and broad beans. The cozy venue oc-

cupies a small house in the fashionable 

Chapinero Alto neighborhood. Bonus: 

The bill is delivered with tiny plastic 

animals as souvenirs.

DRINK  While it’s also a carnivore-

focused restaurant, most Bogotános 

come to Andrés D.C. for the sizzling 

nightlife, ignoring the disorganized 

service in favor of its spirited improv. Lo-

cated in Chapinero, the entire five-story 

80 Sillas and (opposite) 
local baskets in an al-
ley off Plaza de Bolívar.
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cane, balsa, and totumo. The result-

ing crafts include beautifully pat-

terned balay – palm-frond baskets 

woven by Indigenous Cubeo and 

Huitoto people – and powder-soft 

wool ruanas woven on traditional 

looms by 30 families from Boyacá. 

Women in Sandoná transform iraca 

palm into sombreros, the hand-

some symbol of the Pacific coast’s 

Nariño department.

Flea markets are a South American 

tradition, and the Sunday Usaquén 

Market fills a picturesque plaza 

with textiles, antiques, jewelry, 

and leather pieces. Food trucks 

serve empanadas and snacks, and 

numerous inviting cafés surround 

the market.

STAY  Sleek and discreet, W Bogota 

taps into the legend of El Dorado 

with dramatic gold accents in the 

lobby and 168 bright and spa-

cious guest rooms. Located in the 

northern suburb of Usaquén, the 

hotel is flanked by embassies in an 

upscale neighborhood abutting the 

mountains. If it’s Sunday, ask the 

concierge to hook you up with a bike 

for Ciclovía. Doubles from $290, 

including breakfast daily and a $100 

hotel credit.  

OD
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Savor a menu rich in Mediterranean 

flavors that harmonize with ingredients  

from the vegetable garden at 

L’Orangerie. Explore wellness 

services, dive into the swimming 

pool, and sip wine on the terrace. 

Receive a 20 percent discount when 

you stay two nights or more between 

March 31 and May 17, 2023.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food and 

beverage credit per stay.

Experience authentic  

château family life and three 

centuries of history near  

Aix-en-Provence.

LE PUY-SAINTE-RÉPARADE, FRANCE

Château de  
Fonscolombe

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Fairmont  
Copley Plaza

Experience Fairmont Gold, an 

exclusive lifestyle floor offering 

the highest caliber of personalized 

service. Eat in one of Boston’s 

hottest dining destinations, OAK 

Long Bar + Kitchen. Work out in 

the rooftop health club and meet 

the hotel’s black Labrador Canine 

Ambassador, Cori Copley.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay.

This landmark hotel has been 

a symbol of Boston’s rich 

history and elegance since  

its gala opening in 1912.

MALÉ, MALDIVES

Patina Maldives  
Fari Islands

Private villa sanctuaries 

designed by renowned 

architect Marcio Kogan  

blend nature and nurture.

Practice meditation and enjoy 

immersive spa experiences.  

Sample the finest cuisine and fresh 

cocktails at 12 venues. Enjoy 25 

percent off your room rate, plus 

complimentary half board and 

round-trip speedboat transfers  

when you stay four nights or more 

through December 19, 2023.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food and 

beverage credit per stay.

This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers once-in-a-lifetime 

experiences and exclusive amenities you’ll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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LUXURY EUROPEAN VILLAS

 For the utmost in luxury, privacy and comfort, Abercrombie & Kent’s handpicked villas are 

the perfect places to make memories you’ll cherish. Our portfolio features properties of every size – 

from romantic bolt-holes for two to impressive chateaux for multi-generational celebrations, 

and you can enjoy being taken care of by our concierge services.

Contact your preferred Virtuoso Travel Advisor today

EVERY VILLA 

CAREFULLY SELECTED 

BY US

WORLD’S LEADING 

VILLA COLLECTION, 

WORLD TRAVEL AWARDS

24/7 SUPPORT

 BY OUR 

LOCAL EXPERTS



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

E
UROPE’S RIVERS HAVE HELPED CARRY CULINARY TRADITIONS, architectural expertise, and masterful art across the continent for millen-

nia. Today, Viking’s Longships chart similar courses, introducing passengers to historic cities and picturesque towns from the Netherlands 

to Hungary. The line’s Privileged Access shore excursions take the adventure a step further, through a slate of rare and VIP experiences. 

Reach New Heights in Germany 

Kölner Dom, the world’s third-largest cathedral, adds a dose of Gothic grandeur to Cologne’s modern skyline. On a seven-night, Amsterdam-

to-Basel voyage, cruisers can learn about the building’s epic, centuries-long construction and gain exclusive rooftop access with a member of 

the cathedral’s excavation and reconstruction crew. Examine the intricate ironwork and get a rare perspective over the Rhine region’s bona fide 

cultural capital. Departures: Multiple dates, March 31, 2023, through November 19, 2024; from $2,399. 

Meet with Austrian Monks 

Just outside the port town of Krems, Austria, Göttweig Abbey towers above the Danube. Inside, Benedictine monks keep the abbey’s treasures 

under safe watch. Look up to admire Paul Troger’s War in Heaven ceiling fresco above the Imperial Staircase on a private tour of the abbey. Then 

descend into the cellar to learn about modern monastic life and sample sparkling wine and marillenknödel (sweet dumplings), both made with 

apricots from neighboring Wachau Valley orchards. The excursion is just one of many highlights on a seven-night cruise from Budapest to Regens-

burg, Germany. Departures: Multiple dates, March 31, 2023, through November 17, 2024; from $2,399. 

Dive into Franco-German 

Culinary Traditions 

Colorful flower boxes decorate the 

bridges and half-timbered homes 

around Strasbourg, a multicultural 

French town near the France-

Germany border. During a seven-

night, Amsterdam-to-Basel sailing, 

cruisers get an up-close introduction 

to the culinary and cultural mingling 

of the two countries: Join a local 

shopkeeper to listen for the snap of 

the knackwurst – sausages named 

for the sound they make when you 

bite into them – and try a slice of rich, 

yeasty Gugelhupf cake. Afterward, a 

local sommelier pairs aromatic whites 

and bubbly crémants with more locally 

sourced treats before a final stop at a 

Winstub (bistro) to learn how to make 

thin-crusted, pizza-like Flammkuchen. 

Departures: Multiple dates, March 31, 

2023, through November 19, 2024; 

from $2,399. 

PORT PRIVILEGES

On Viking sailings along the Rhine and Danube, travelers unlock exclusive 
access to cultural wonders.

A Viking Longship cruises past 

Cologne’s Gothic Kölner Dom.

SPOTLIGHT ON: VIKING



CST# 2052644-40

EUROPEAN RIVERSPOLAR EXPEDITIONSMISSISSIPPI RIVER

As the small ship experts, Viking is able to deliver your clients 
right to their destination’s doorstep to explore in comfort. 
From river ships in Europe, Southeast Asia, Egypt, and along 
the Mississippi to 930-guest ocean ships that sail the world, we 
offer a tremendous variety of itineraries and departures. And 
our new, purpose-built Expedition ships journey to Antarctica 
and The Great Lakes.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more about Viking

AWA R D W I N N I NG SM A L L SHIPS

E XPLORE ALL  SE V EN CONTINENT S  ON OUR FLEE T  OF

#1 Rivers  &  #1 Oceans
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Discover twin-island, barefoot  

luxury amidst lush tropical greenery, 

along with culinary journeys at 12 

world-class restaurants. Villas offer 

beach and over-water settings with 

private plunge pools. Five-night villa 

stays include a visiting hour with 

Champagne and canapés at Ithaa, the  

world’s first underwater restaurant.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: $100 resort 

credit per stay and a 60-minute 

massage for two.

This Maldivian playground 

offers undersea experiences, 

including a restaurant and 

even a residence.

Dine on regional and international 

cuisine in Market Kitchen, Italian 

dishes at Paper Moon, and sun-

kissed cocktails at Sip @ WET.  

Try sunrise yoga and let the expert 

therapists work their magic in the spa.  

Stay four nights through March 31, 

2023, and save 20 percent.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay. 

Spacious guest rooms, 

duplex suites, and penthouse 

residences offer stunning 

rooftop coastal views from 

large private balconies.  

Nestled where the jungle 

meets the sea, this haven sits 

at the heart of the region’s 

vibrant culture.

Experience lush, untouched nature 

and one-of-a-kind adventures. 

Indulge in rich culinary traditions  

in three venues. Immerse yourself  

in healing traditions. Stay three 

nights or more by March 31, 2023, 

and receive 25 percent off all rooms 

and suites plus up to $500 in total 

resort credit.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay.

ALBUFEIRA, PORTUGAL

W Algarve

PUNTA MITA, MEXICO

Conrad Punta  
de Mita

SOUTH ARI ATOLL, MALDIVES

Conrad Maldives  
Rangali Island

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES AT MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS WORLDWIDE. 
 

Room upgrade, when available • Breakfast for two daily • Early check-in and late checkout,  

when available • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Virtuoso amenity
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SNOW TODAY, SUN TOMORROW  

Nature-bathing, island-hopping, and sauna sessions – Finnish summers are worth 
planning ahead for. Here’s how to soak up three months of fresh air and midnight sun.   

Finnish summer fun, from left: Embrace lakeside life, meet Lapland reindeer, and island-hop along the Small Archipelago Trail.

SPOTLIGHT ON: FINLAND

Helsinki: A Bounty in the City

In Finland’s walkable waterfront capital, head to the design district, where Marimekko fabric and Iittala glassware shops share space with city parks 

and farm stands. Ferries also connect travelers to more than 300 islands dotted with saunas, fortresses, and restaurants. A 35-minute drive north-

west from downtown leads to Nuuksio National Park, where the country’s Everyman’s Rights (the freedom to respectfully roam, forage, and fish in 

natural areas) guarantee the national pastimes of berry- and mushroom-picking are open to all – including visitors. 

Turku: Hit the Ring Road

Finland’s southern and western coasts are lined with adventures. Begin in Turku, a two-hour drive west of Helsinki, with its thirteenth-century castle 

and strong café culture (Finns are the world’s top coffee drinkers per capita). Follow the 125-mile Small Archipelago Trail (by car, bike, kayak, or on 

foot) to spy glaciers and birds. Meanwhile, to Helsinki’s east, colorful medieval buildings line the waterfront in Porvoo, and ferry service connects 

passengers to Kaunissaari, which means “beautiful island.” 

Lakeland: Dive into Nature 

Come summer, Finns flock to the national parks and cozy cottages that line 188,000 lakes in the Lakeland district. Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor 

to arrange a steamboat cruise on Saimaa – the region’s largest lake, where you might spot a rare Saimaa ringed seal – or keep an eye out for 

eagles while hiking in the Kintulammi conservation area. Then settle into the town of Tampere, Finland’s sauna capital, for a restorative break.

Lapland: Arctic Glory

Summer days literally never end in Lapland, where the sun stays above the horizon from May to July. With no snow, dogsled teams add wheels to 

keep energetic huskies moving, and the region’s reindeer farms and Indigenous Sámi communities welcome visitors year-round. Fat-tire bike and 

e-bike rentals grant travelers access to wildflower-ringed meadows and the Arctic’s rugged terrain. 
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From top: Tiger-spotting in Ranthambore National Park, the Taj Mahal, and a 

skyward safari.

AN UNEXPECTED SAFARI 

For your next intrepid wildlife adventure, look to India.

W
HILE THE WORD “SAFARI” may evoke images of lions 

and giraffes in the Maasai Mara or the Okavango Delta, 

India’s Bengal tiger sanctuaries, national parks, and nearly 

91,000 animal species deserve a spot on your game-drive roster. 

Whether you choose a two-week, small group trip or a bespoke itinerary, 

your Virtuoso travel advisor can work with Micato Safaris to weave 

tiger-spotting treks in between city jaunts, complete with private tours 

and overnights in some of the country’s most beautiful accommodations. 

Tiger Territory

Safari-goers in India generally come for the tigers, but finding these 

elusive creatures in their natural habitat isn’t always easy. Fortunately, 

Micato’s local naturalist guides bring their expertise to navigating the 

155-square-mile Ranthambore National Park, three hours southeast 

of Jaipur – it’s the country’s most popular park for spotting Bengal 

tigers. The species was near extinction in the 1970s, but government-

backed Project Tiger conservation efforts have helped revive the 

count to more than 3,000 (70 percent of the world’s Bengal tiger 

population) today. Time your visit around March or April to up your 

sighting odds; the tigers tend to congregate around the park’s bodies 

of water as temperatures start to rise.

So Much to Explore

Bengal tigers aren’t the only wildlife around: During a visit to the 

Kachida Valley, on the outskirts of Ranthambore, keep an eye out for 

marsh crocodiles and large-antlered sambar deer. Take a safari break 

to city-hop through northern India, seeing the Taj Mahal in Agra and 

sampling Delhi’s diverse food scene. Then hop on a 90-minute flight 

south to the state of Madhya Pradesh in pursuit of “the jewel of 

Kanha” – the barasingha (twelve-horned deer) – plus wild boars and 

Bengal foxes in Kanha National Park. 

New Heights 

Bandhavgarh National Park’s grasslands and tropical forests, roughly 

six hours north of Kanha, used to serve as hunting grounds for the 

eleventh-century maharajas of Rewa. Today sloth bears, spotted 

leopards, and fluffy Hanuman langurs roam freely (and safely) throughout 

the grounds. For an unforgettable vantage point, Micato can arrange 

a hot-air balloon ride over the park so you can look for the Bengal 

tigers that prowl this protected wildlife reserve. 

SPOTLIGHT ON: MICATO SAFARIS



The World’s Most Awarded Safari Company.

A safari is unlike any other experience 

and Micato Safaris is unlike any 

other company: For every safari sold,

we send a child to school.

10-TIME

WINNER



WHERE TO SIP NEXT

With more than 250 native varietals across 14 regions, 
Portugal’s terraced vineyards and diverse wineries are ripe for discovery. 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SPOTLIGHT ON: PORTUGAL

P
ORTUGUESE VINHO’S COMPLEX LANDSCAPE is blessed with geographic diversity and a centuries-deep history of innovative 

practices. The offerings stretch well beyond the Douro’s storied cellars: Golden grapes spring from volcanic soil in the Azores Islands, 

while the Alentejo’s fertile ground helps produce well-rounded reds. Wherever travelers venture in Portugal, the pours are fruitful. 

The Stalwart: Douro Valley

Established in 1756, the Douro is the world’s oldest demarcated wine region. Originally known (and still revered) for its fortified ports, northern 

Portugal’s higher-altitude, terraced vineyards have since added crisp white malvasias and bone-dry arintos to their repertoires, as well as supple 

native reds such as touriga nacional, tinta roriz, and tinto cão. Have your Virtuoso travel advisor arrange a tour of port wine cellars dating back to 

the seventeenth century in the town of Vila Nova de Gaia, or taste the region’s best during a wine-themed river cruise along the Douro River.

Island Flavor: The Azores 

Scattered about 1,000 miles off the Atlantic coast of Lisbon, the remote Azores are best known for their natural beauty. Despite less than favorable 

winemaking conditions – black basalt volcanic soil and lashing winds – Pico Island vintners have been producing surprisingly sunny varietals 

since the fifteenth century. Stone walls built to protect these vines now line four- to six-mile trails that wind past windmills and around the island’s 

vineyards. Come spring and summer, travelers can search for dolphins and whales off the coast while tasting the island’s whites and rosés – 

bright with acidity and unexpected salinity, flavored and perfumed by the Atlantic terroir. 

Variety Reigns: The Alentejo

Time seems to move as slowly as an aging vintage in Alentejo, Portugal’s largest wine region, which covers most of the country’s southern half 

from the Atlantic coast to the Spanish border. Travelers can sample bold reds, fruit-forward whites, and elegant rosés while browsing the contem-

porary art gallery at Quinta do Quetzal’s wine estate or head to Herdade do Esporão for vineyard tours, olive oil tastings, and Michelin Green-

starred meals. Embrace this region’s laid-back vibe with a beginner-friendly surf session along Alentejo’s northwest coast, south of Lisbon, or a 

night of stargazing with a glass of sweet vinho in hand.

Above, from left: Terraced vineyards in the Douro Valley, a Portuguese pairing, and sunny afternoons in the Alentejo city of Evora.
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P
EAK PURSUITS ON MOUNTAIN TRAILS don’t always have to 

be breathless, and we’re all for leisurely pedals on vineyard-

lined roads en route to pinot. Tour operator Backroads lets 

travelers set their own pace with Dolce Tempo journeys, an acces-

sible entry point to its wide selection of cycling, hiking, and walking 

tours around the globe. Expect destination expertise and luxe 

accommodations whether you choose to take things slow, go all out, 

or sneak in a weekend trip. Here, three great options in Europe and 

North America.

Bubbles and Bike Rides 

Take a pedal- and battery-powered vacation through France’s 

Champagne and Alsace wine regions on a six-day e-bike tour from 

Reims to Strasbourg. The e-bike kicks in with a little help as you crest 

the hills of Côte des Blancs on the way to a cellar tour and bubbly-

paired dinner at Moët & Chandon. Zip along the quiet, car-free cycling 

routes that follow the Marne River, passing Romanesque churches as 

the Route de Vins approaches the German border. Departures: May 

21, July 23, and September 3. 

Alpine Strolls 

Explore the Canadian Rockies’ glassy lakes and majestic peaks 

with gentle trail walks on a six-day walking tour from Calgary to 

Banff. Crisscross Marble Canyon’s bridges to reach glacier-blue 

waterfalls and share sprawling parks with bighorn sheep, mule deer, 

and maybe even some grizzly bears. After logging a few miles, travelers 

can treat themselves to a foot massage at the Fairmont Banff Springs’ 

spa. Departures: Multiple dates, June 18 through September 10. 

A Wine Country Weekend

Backroads’ weekend cycling getaways are ideal for travelers OK with 

a little more intensity in a shorter time frame. One great example: a 

three-day Healdsburg-to-San Francisco jaunt (biking around 15 to 

30 miles a day) that winds through California’s redwood forests and 

into the Russian River Valley’s pinot noir vineyards. Travelers can roll 

through apple orchards, sip tasting flights at area vineyards, or skip 

cycling segments to spend time shopping, dining, and gallery-hopping 

in the city. Departures: Multiple dates, April 28 through October 27. 

TAKE IT EASY

From the Rockies to Reims, Backroads introduces travelers to 
beautiful destinations at their preferred speeds. 

From top: Pedal through wine country in France, hike the shores of Canada’s Lake 

Louise, and sip California wines along the Russian River Valley.

SPOTLIGHT ON: BACKROADS
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DAY-TRIPPING TO THE BEST TASTING ROOMS 
IN MEXICO’S EL BAJÍO WINE REGION.   

BY LYDIA CAREY  PHOTOGRAPHY BY NICOLE FRANCO

LESS TRAVELED 
THE WINE ROUTE 

Viñedo San Miguel views 
 and (opposite) a proper tasting 

spread at Viñedo Los Arcángeles.
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Dining

M
ESQUITE TREES and wildflower-

dotted pastures line the high-

ways leading from the colonial 

city of San Miguel de Allende in 

central Mexico. Little clusters of grapes 

painted onto the wind-battered road-

side signs let travelers know they’re on 

one of the country’s best wine trails. 

Here, in El Bajío, exits onto meandering 

dirt roads reveal the area’s draws: excit-

ing wineries tucked into centuries-old 

haciendas and low-slung modern spaces 

that blend seamlessly into the region’s 

high-plateau landscape.

Mexican wine has yet to reach the 

international acclaim of its French or 

Argentinean counterparts, but over 

the past 30 years, regions such as Valle 

de Guadalupe, Coahuila, and El Bajío 

have produced some of the industry’s 

most exciting vintages. El Bajío, which 

spans parts of several states, is home to 

fertile soil and a microclimate ideal for 

cabernet, merlot, malbec, and an array 

of other varietals. And while El Bajío’s 

wine trail is well established, it’s still 

intimate enough that there’s nary a tour 

bus in sight, and it’s not uncommon for 

visitors to run into the winemakers in 

their own tasting rooms. Many of the 

area’s innovative and award-winning 

wineries are short drives from San 

Miguel de Allende, making day trips 

into this wine country an easy – and 

tasteful – endeavor.

The Grande Dame

CUNA DE TIERRA 

At the entrance to Cuna de Tierra, a 

massive stone archway reveals a long, 

dusty road with rows of vines on ei-

ther side and olive trees standing like 

sentinels in the median. The white-

washed Del Señor de la Divina Miseri-

cordia chapel serves as a backdrop to 

El Bajío’s oldest winery, established in 

1989. Cuna de Tierra’s simple and styl-

ish open-air dining room overlooks 45 

acres of vines and pairs elegant small 

plates of burrata salad and tacos árabes 

with pours of bright rosé. Across the 

patio, in a rustic, narrow tasting room, 

visitors sip velvety Pago de Vega, a bold 

blend of the vineyard’s oldest vines and 

a leading contender for the title of the 

region’s best bottle.

Bajío Glam

TRES RAÍCES

One crisp, citrusy sip of Tres Raíces’ 

sauvignon blanc and it’s clear why this 

winery, started by three friends from 

Chihuahua in 2015, has become one of 

the area’s most celebrated. Situated in 

a low dip in the Mexican altiplano, Tres 

Raíces’ expansive outdoor patio offers 

spectacular views, especially as the 

sun sets behind the vineyards. A little 

more glitz greets visitors here: There’s 

striking metal and stone architecture, 

a low-lit dining room set with crystal 

tableware, and a bevy of tours and tast-

ings. The vineyard’s newest vintages 

(nebbiolo-sangiovese, cabernet franc-

merlot, and a 100 percent sangiovese) 

are now on shelves across Mexico, and 

in Texas and California – a rare feat for 

a small Mexican winery. 

Rooted in Tradition

DOS BÚHOS

On land that was once a peach orchard 

and organic vegetable farm, Dos Búhos, 

owned by the same family for three 

generations, is one of only a few Mexi-

can vineyards that can claim an organic 

distinction. The winery’s sustainable 

ethos reaches from its eco-friendly 

construction to its mission to support 

the local community, making a visit 

here feel as good as the wine tastes. In 

a nod to a Baja California trend, Dos 

Búhos recently partnered with chef 

Emiliano Ayala from the city of Santi-

ago de Querétaro to offer fine dining – 

expect everything from rib eye and wild 

mushrooms to prickly pear sorbet. All 

of Dos Búhos’ natural wines are made 

using spontaneous fermentation, and 

the winery also recently started experi-

menting with sparkling wine, increas-

ingly in vogue in the region.

Fresh and Fancy 

VIÑEDO SAN MIGUEL

Though new, Viñedo San Miguel is al-

ready the region’s largest winery, with 

128 acres planted with 13 grape varietals. 

There’s nary a tour 
bus in sight, and it’s 

not uncommon for 
visitors to run into the 

winemakers in their 
own tasting rooms.

Clockwise from top left:  
Viñedo San Miguel, natural 

charm at Dos Búhos, Cuna de 
Tierra blends, and a modern 

welcome at Tres Raíces.



GO  Make San Miguel de Allende your home base for day trips to 

some of El Bajío’s best wineries – most are within an hour’s drive 

of the city. Your travel advisor can work with Journey Mexico to 

arrange guided winery-hopping excursions, including a private, 

sommelier-led vineyard tour and tasting at Cuna de Tierra and a 

six-course lunch at Dos Búhos. 

STAY  Settle into the heart of San Miguel de Allende at the 37-

room Casa de Sierra Nevada, a Belmond Hotel, a cluster of six 

colonial mansions surrounded by lush gardens and courtyards. 

Guests stay busy taking salsa-making classes at the Sazón 

cooking school, crafting their own mojiganga puppets with artist-

in-residence Hermes Arroyo, and sipping wine pairings during 

dinner at Andanza. Doubles from $345, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 dining credit. 

The menu at the Rosewood San Miguel de Allende’s rooftop 

tapas bar includes plenty of pours of Mexican varietals. Pair cock-

tails – and some of the best views of downtown San Miguel – with 

dinner at 1826 Restaurant before retiring to one of the hotel’s 67 

rooms and suites. Doubles from $320, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 resort credit.

For a contemporary splash in colonial San Miguel, check into the 

150-room Live Aqua Urban Resort. Guest rooms are sexy (glass-

walled bathrooms and shady terraces), while spa treatments 

inspired by Indigenous Otomí rituals are well worth a mini-retreat. 

Doubles from $328, including a welcome bottle of wine, breakfast 

daily, and a $100 resort credit. 

Grape Escapes 
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cabernet and slices of pizza made with 

grape flour. This rising star started out 

as a food engineer, but after winemak-

ing stints in France and the U.S., he’s 

crafted a collection of “minimal inter-

vention” vintages under the Canto de 

Sirenas label. “The wine makes itself,” 

Ruiz Mariño says. “I just guide it.” 

While he downplays the importance 

of flashy awards, his 2020 sauvignon 

blanc, with grassy undertones and hints 

of strawberry, won a Grand Gold in the 

2021 Concours Mondial de Bruxelles.  

slow-roasted pork ribs, and stay for a 

bonus taste of la dolce vita: Viñedo San 

Miguel’s proprietors also own Tusca-

ny’s Villa Petriolo and stock Petriolo’s 

wines in the boutique.

Intimate Sips

VIÑEDO LOS ARCÁNGELES 

On the weekends, winemaker Ulises 

Ruiz Mariño can be found hosting 

guests at the backyard picnic tables 

or in the dining room at Viñedo Los 

Arcángeles, serving pours of earthy 

Must-tries include the Piedra de Oro, 

a blend of cabernet and malbec with 

hints of pepper, caramel, and berries, 

and the ruby-hued Latiendo, which 

sits nicely in the middle of the rosé-red 

spectrum. Viñedo San Miguel’s strik-

ing production cave is carved into the 

hillside, and while the tasting rooms 

are chic, they can’t compete with the 

rooftop restaurant and its views of the 

surrounding hills dappled with high-

desert sunlight. Come for a leisurely 

weekend lunch of braised octopus or 

Dining

Wine’s best friend:  
Viñedo Los Arcángeles’ 

Ulises Ruiz Mariño.



E                                             E                                             

Set sail to beautiful destinations aboard Sun Princess® and enjoy a new level of luxury. 

The fi rst-in-class ship from Princess Cruises® features expansive venues and elegant 

Reserve Collection accommodations. Relax in resort-style staterooms that offer deluxe 

balconies and private cabanas for the best views at sea. And enjoy exclusive access to 

the Reserve Collection restaurant to make your vacation even more memorable.

Sun
Princess

®

Fall in love
with the new

©2022, Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Princess,® MedallionClass,® and the Princess logo are trademarks of 
Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. or its affi  liates. All rights reserved. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

Please contact your Virtuoso Advisor for more details.
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Outdoors
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LOS ANGELES’ SIGNATURE DISH ISN’T JUST STREET FOOD –
 IT’S A WAY OF LIFE.  BY DAVID HOCHMAN

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

WALK THIS WAY 

SABA IS THE LESSER ANTILLES’ HIKING GEM.   
BY HEATHER GREENWOOD DAVIS 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY KAI WULF

Windwardside, one of  
two towns on Saba,  

blends into the foliage.
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Outdoors

I  
AM NOT A HIKER, a fact that’s be-

coming increasingly obvious as I 

tread a well-worn path on the Dutch 

Caribbean island of Saba. My shoes 

are muddy, my knees are sore, and my 

shirt is soaked. My guide, however, 

looks like he’s fresh off the pages of an 

outdoor magazine. His hiking boots, 

backpack, and aviator glasses appear as 

natural on him as my fatigue does on 

me. It makes sense. I’m a novice when it 

comes to Caribbean hikes, and he’s done 

this all his life.

Five-square-mile Saba, just off the 

coast of Sint Maarten (the two are so 

close that, until a few years ago, pizza 

was delivered via scheduled commuter 

flights), has more hills than flatlands, 

which makes hiking any of its 20-plus 

trails a popular day-trip option for trav-

elers looking to put a bit of pep in their 

vacation’s cabana-to-pool-bar step. 

While Saba has a population of just 

under 2,000, dozens of visitors arrive 

daily, many with trekking poles in hand, 

to explore the island’s five forest tiers 

(scrubland, primary, secondary, rain, 

and elfin cloud).

There are only seven local guides, who 

are trained and certified by the Saba 

Conservation Foundation to lead hikes. 

Although I’m told they’re all equally 

qualified, many visitors come specifi-

cally looking for the man I’m following 

now: James “Crocodile” Johnson, who 

started guiding hikes on Saba when he 

was 14. Now 71, he continues to bound 

up the mountainside as easily as if we 

were strolling on the beach.

Johnson is always several strides 

Hiking the North Coast Trail to Mary’s Point, and (inset) an Antillean crested hummingbird.

ahead of me, his legs taking the steps he 

helped lay from repurposed telephone 

poles two at a time. Every so often he 

stops to point out the medicinal value of 

a plant. Still, it’s clear that he would hap-

pily jog the route if we could keep up.

Today’s adventure is what he describes 

as “an easy climb” compared to the is-

land’s most popular trail – a steep as-

cent to the nearly 2,900-foot summit of 

Mount Scenery. (Fun fact: Since Saba re-

mains a municipality of the Netherlands, 

the peak ranks as the highest point in all 

of the kingdom.) Our trail cuts through a 

seemingly endless sea of elephant ears, 

tree ferns, and moss-covered rocks that 

cascade to a bright-blue bay below. The 

goal: Mary’s Point, home to one of the is-

land’s first European settlements, dating 

to the early seventeenth century, which 

was evacuated in 1934 due to erosion and 

now lies in ruins. (Johnson estimates 

that Saba’s Indigenous people, including 

Arawaks and Caribs, predated the Euro-

peans by about 3,000 years.) 



when the world really is yours.

Intimate, ultra-luxury, all inclusive ships with 

just 250-600 guests offering all ocean-front 

suites, luxurious amenities and exceptional 

experiences, all while exploring idyllic 

harbors and destinations worldwide. Our 

captains know the best places to anchor and 

deploy the ships’ unique, retractable Marina 

platform, treating you to an unforgettable 

afternoon of stunning beaches, watersports, 

and special events.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor 

to book your Seabourn experience. 
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The North Coast Trail traces a his-

toric route that some of Johnson’s an-

cestors once took. Back then, they’d 

head down to Wells Bay to collect wa-

ter in buckets and tubs, and then carry 

those gallons up to the settlement. On 

the climb up to the ruins, I stop often –  

mostly to catch my breath, but also to 

take in views of the lush valley and Sint 

Maarten in the distance. 

When we arrive at Mary’s Point, 

Johnson shows us where the homes of 

the village’s ten families once sat and 

the cisterns where the small communi-

ty collected rainwater. He encourages 

us to keep an eye out for pottery shards 

that might still remain. Signs erected 

by the Saba Conservation Foundation 

share more history and photos of some 

of the artifacts (including rare coins) 

that have been found at the site. De-

spite the speed of his climb, Johnson 

slows down here, clearly happy to lin-

ger in the place his predecessors once 

called home.

After a rest and a photo session, we 

start our descent. My fatigue has given 

way to hunger by the time Johnson leads 

us to the van, so we head into town for 

a bite at one of his favorite restaurants. 

Over ginger-infused lemonade, bur- 

gers, and fries on Island Flavor’s deck –  

no gorp or Luna Bars here, thanks – he 

notes that it isn’t just the trails that 

lure day-trippers across the water. 

Many come to snorkel at Cove Bay or 

dive around Diamond Rock – the latter, 

named for the way it glistens in the sun-

light, is popular for sightings of barra-

cuda and sharks. 

One thing they don’t come for: the 

beach. In a region where pristine sand 

reigns supreme, Saba missed out. Wells 

Bay’s tiny “disappearing beach” is one 

of the island’s few sandy stretches that 

form at the winter swells’ whims – and 

sometimes not for years on end. Shortly 

after, they dissolve with the tides. 

As Johnson shares stories of the lands 

his forebears toiled on and traversed, 

his love for Saba is infectious, and the 

tales of hills that remain to be explored, 

tempting. Who knows: There might even 

be more treks in this nonhiker yet.  

Outdoors

GETTING THERE  Twin-propellor planes make the 12-minute flight between Sint Maarten 

and Saba four times a day (with a nail-biting landing on the world’s shortest commercial 

runway – 1,312 feet long). Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, ferry service 

departs Sint Maarten in the morning, returning in the afternoon; the 90-minute passage 

comes with a chance to see dolphins en route.

STAY  Villas of Distinction has more than 135 homes on Saint-Martin/Sint Maarten,  

ranging from two-bedroom hideaways to 14-bedroom estates. One pick for the family that 

hikes together: six-bedroom C’est La Vie, overlooking Plum Bay on the island’s French side, 

with a deck for alfresco dining, a Jacuzzi, and a heated pool with a pool bar. Virtuoso travel 

advisors can arrange guided hikes on Saba through the Saba Conservation Foundation. 

C’est La Vie from $6,286 per night with a seven-night minimum stay, including a one-way 

airport transfer, a private chef, housekeeping, and a $200 concierge credit for pantry stock-

ing and activities. 

Highlights of Belmond’s 83-room, eight-villa La Samanna on Saint-Martin include its can-

dlelit spa and local art gallery, as well as its new Amalfi-inspired beachfront restaurant, La 

Spiaggia. The concierge can assist in arranging transportation and guides for hikes on Saba. 

Doubles from $1,500, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

GO  SeaDream Yacht Club’s seven-night cruise from Saint-Martin’s capital, Marigot, to 

Charlotte Amalie, Saint Thomas, aboard the 112-passenger SeaDream I spends a day at 

Saba, with additional calls in Saint Bart’s, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and the British Virgin Is-

lands. Departures: Multiple dates, February 4, 2023, through February 17, 2024; from $3,999.  

Set Your Compass for Saba

Saba rises from the  
Caribbean off Sint Maarten.

Our trail cuts through a sea of elephant  
ears, tree ferns, and moss-covered rocks that 

cascade to a bright-blue bay below.



Shift Your Latitude

 Join the leader in sustainable adventure travel on a storytelling journey as 

we explore the people, places, wildlife, food, myths, and legends north of 

the Arctic Circle.

Travel to Alaska, Greenland, Iceland, the Northwest Passage, Norway, and remote Svalbard on  

small-ship adventures with Hurtigruten Expeditions. With a focus on active exploration, a legacy 

dating back to 1893, and an emphasis on science and education, you’ll discover the Arctic as a 

modern-day explorer, in the most sustainable way.

TO BOOK YOUR HURTIGRUTEN ARCTIC ADVENTURE, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!
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MADE IN KIGALI
BRIGHT, BOLD, AND CUSTOM FINDS IN RWANDA’S COOL CAPITAL CITY. 

BY WENDY WATTA PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN SIAMBI
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Style

M
ANY TRAVELERS come to Rwan-

da in search of gorillas in Volca-

noes National Park – but before 

you head to the rain forest, 

don’t miss the treasures hiding in plain 

sight in Kigali. Tucked into the slopes 

of lush green hillsides (Rwanda is the 

land of a thousand of them), the sleek 

high-rises, red-roofed buildings, and 

tidy, palm-lined avenues of the coun-

try’s capital city showcase a collec-

tive, homegrown creative scene that,  

despite its growing international ac-

claim, still feels like a discovery. 

A recent government initiative en-

couraging citizens to shop locally – 

including a restriction on imports of 

mitumba (secondhand clothing) – has 

empowered a crop of innovative design-

ers putting contemporary spins on lo-

cal weaving, beading, and embroidery 

traditions. Their shops share real estate 

with bold galleries supporting social 

justice causes and concept stores part-

nering with some of the country’s best 

sustainable makers. Pass by a brunch 

party in the Kacyiru neighborhood or 

a crowded wine bar in Kimihurura and 

you’ll see stylish locals embracing the 

city’s creative ethos. A piece of eco- 

conscious, found-only-in-Kigali flair 

makes for a stellar souvenir.  

The Pioneers

INEMA ARTS CENTER

Artists and brothers Emmanuel Nkuran-

ga and Innocent Nkurunziza opened 

the Inema Arts Center a decade ago to 

create a laid-back space for spotlight-

ing emerging African artists. Today, 

their collective in Kacyiru is the unof-

ficial hub of Kigali’s creative landscape. 

The collection is eclectic and modern: 

a gorilla sculpture by Nkuranga made 

from repurposed computer parts; ka-

leidoscopic mixed-media paintings by 

Timothy Akimanzi, whose abstract 

work is inspired by the sea and Rwanda’s 

topography. The brothers support Art 

with a Mission, a Rwandan organiza-

tion that teaches orphans how to paint 

and dance, and some of the gallery’s 

best finds are in the room that displays 

the kids’ work. The adjacent Inema Cafe 

Shopping sustenance: 
Haute Baso’s café.



W I N D Y A C H T S S T A R P L U S  Y A C H T S

C A R I B B E A N

W I N D S T A R K N O W S T H E W A Y

You often catch yourself dreaming of remarkable cruises yet to come, imagining the joy and wonder of discovering places 
still unknown to you. But why wait for your dreams to become reality — why not make that someday today?  

On Windstar, you’ll feel genuinely at home aboard our sailing or all-suite yachts. You’ll be among 148 to 342 guests, 
attended to by our hospitable and friendly crew who address every little detail to ensure your happiness. Choose from 

All-Inclusive or Cruise Only Fares to tailor the vacation of your dreams. Windstar knows the way to a private yacht style 
cruise that can change both how you see the world and how you spend time with your loved ones and friends.  

To find your way to Windstar Cruises, call your professional Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for All-Inclusive Fares and Exclusive Amenities.
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black-and-white imigongo-inspired pat-

terns, intricate hand-beaded cardigans, 

and a modern spin on the umushanana,  

a sari-like women’s ceremonial dress 

that Turahirwa has transformed into a 

contemporary men’s garment.  

Tailor-Made Finds 

KIMIRONKO MARKET

Housed in an open-air warehouse near 

the Remera neighborhood, Kigali’s larg-

est market is a sprawl of handmade items, 

including agaseke (Rwandan peace bas-

kets), beaded sandals, wooden trinkets, 

and fresh grains and produce. It’s easy 

to leave with a canvas tote full of souve-

nirs (Rwanda was one of the world’s first 

countries to ban plastic bags, in 2008), 

but the prize is bespoke clothing made 

from kitenge, a colorful cotton fabric 

worn across Africa, seen in everything 

from shirts to totes and patches sewn 

onto denim jackets. Many Kimironko 

vendors have been in business for gener-

ations, selling ready-to-wear kitenge and 

offering on-site tailoring services. Cus-

tom pieces take a day or two, and most 

vendors will deliver them to your hotel. 

Follow the Buzz

AZIZI LIFE STUDIO

In Kimihurura, a trendy suburb just 

northeast of downtown, this cheerful 

art studio doubles as a boutique host-

ing a rotating collection of fair-trade 

and ethically sourced goods from lo-

cal artisans. Shoppers will find an ar-

ray of authentic and easily packable 

goods: beeswax skincare products and 

candles shaped like mountain gorillas 

from a social enterprise that partners 

with the country’s rural beekeepers, 

woven sisal baskets from a women’s 

cooperative, and earthenware candle-

holders from a local ceramic artist. 

While you’re browsing, an art class will 

likely be in session; shoppers can watch 

guests paint imigongo or sign up for a 

lesson themselves.

Sustainable Style 

HAUTE BASO

Slow fashion is the focus at Haute Baso, 

Linda Mukangoga’s airy concept shop 

serves Rwandan coffee and hosts lively 

happy hours with drumming and cul-

tural dance performances.

Minimalist Cool 

MOSHIONS

Model-turned-designer Moses Tura-

hirwa has dressed Rwandan president 

Paul Kagame in his sleek menswear 

inspired by imigongo, Rwanda’s sig-

nature geometric pattern (originally 

made using cow dung) that appears 

on everything from clothing to home 

decor. When he launched Moshions 

in 2015, Turahirwa and his tradition-

meets-modernity aesthetic paved the 

way for today’s crop of emerging Rwan-

dan designers. His flagship shop in the 

Kiyovu neighborhood is filled with 

racks of beautifully crafted men’s and 

women’s garments showing off his dis-

tinct, minimalist aesthetic – tops with  

The country’s capital 
city showcases a  
collective, homegrown 
creative scene that still 
feels like a discovery.

Handmade fashion 
at Moshions.
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Baso’s ethos extends beyond what’s in 

stock: Customers can bring in cast-off 

clothing purchased at the shop and tai-

lors will use the fabric to create new cus-

tom items. Fair-trade Rwandan coffee 

and fresh cinnamon rolls from the on-

site café fuel shopping sprees.  

GO  Travelers coming to Rwanda for gorilla treks, safaris, and stays in remote lodges usually 

spend at least a day in Kigali before venturing farther afield. On a four-day gorilla-trekking jaunt 

in Volcanoes National Park with Abercrombie & Kent, for example, a night and morning in 

Kigali can include private food-market tours, shopping trips, or a lesson in basket weaving at the 

Nyamirambo Women’s Center. Departures: Any day through 2023; from $7,569.

Guests on Wilderness’ eight-day Rwanda deep dive can spend a night in Kigali (and tour the 

moving Kigali Genocide Memorial) before heading to Volcanoes and Bisate Lodge for gorilla- 

trekking and other eco-friendly adventures. Departures: Any day through 2023; from $22,088. 

Virtuoso travel advisors can also work with tour operators that offer customized itineraries in the 

country, including Big Five Tours & Expeditions and Artisans of Leisure, to make sure travelers 

have ample time for gallery-hopping and souvenir shopping in Kigali.  

Kigali Overnights 

A Kimironko  
Market kitenge stall.

in the Gacuriro neighborhood. Mu-

kangoga works with more than 400  

artisans across Rwanda, curating an 

exciting collection of clothing, acces-

sories, and home decor, including bold 

Tencel dresses, beaded lampshades, 

and statement-making jewelry. Haute 

OCEAN VIEWS.

MAGICAL SUNSETS.

A LUXURY RESORT

LIKE NO OTHER.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR 

VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 

FOR RESERVATIONS.



Located in the heart of the city
of lights, Samaritaine has been 

a rendez-vous for Paris’ shoppers 
from as early as 1870. 

Now part of LVMH and after a 16-
year refurbishment, Samaritaine 
has regained its original lustre and is 
now a temple of the French Art de 

Vivre. 

Once known as the French capital’s 
largest department store, it is now 
the smallest but most luxurious one. 
You should, however, not be fooled 
by its size. Many surprises are to 
await during your visit. 

A historical building with many art-
nouveau gems, 600 luxury brands 
from established ones to upcoming 
designers, an exclusive French food 
offer all around the store, the biggest 
beauty floor in Europe, a spa and a 
beauty studio are all available to 
offer you the best possible shopping 
experience. 

And when you think you have seen it 
all, here comes the best-kept secret : 
hidden on the 1st floor of the 
department store is Samaritaine’s 
Prestige Lounge «L’Appartement» 
which offers to all Virtuoso clients: 

- Access to the intimacy and
refinement of a Parisian-like
apartment
- A dedicated and customized
welcome
- A multi-skilled and multilingual
staff
- Welcome drink and snacks
- A gift upon arrival
- On-demand Personal Stylist for
exclusive shopping sessions
- On-site priority tax refund
- Delivery of purchases to your hotel
- Transfer back to your hotel in Paris

Everything for you to discover a new 
way of shopping. 

Contact your travel advisor for more 
information and bookings. 

Samaritaine Paris 

The New ParisiaN  DesTiNaTioN 

ADVERTISEMENT
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Wander this way: The Zen 
Buddhist Zuiganji Temple in

Japan’s Tohoku region. 
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Don’t call it the next Cabo – this town 
has an atmosphere all its own.

Just north of Cabo San Lucas lies an 

enclave for artists and surfers with white-

sand beaches and formidable offshore 

swells. Todos Santos’ population numbers 

only a few thousand, which can leave visi-

tors feeling as if they’ve discovered a spot 

untouched by outsiders. “Todos Santos is 

a magnet for those wishing to escape the 

crowds of more-touristed destinations 

in Mexico,” says Zach Rabinor, founder 

and CEO of Journey Mexico, a Virtuoso 

on-site tour connection. “It’s an enchanting 

town with a slower and more community-

centered pace.” With a thriving local art 

scene, an afternoon spent gallery-hopping 

among pastel-colored colonial buildings in 

the town center belongs on any itinerary, 

as does a trip to the mountains, where 

Rabinor recommends hiking, biking, and 

horseback riding. Just be sure to save a 

day or two to get out on the water: The 

waves at nearby Cerritos Beach are con-

sidered ideal for novice surfers year-round, 

while the pros can access challenging 

breaks up and down the coast. 

Get There: At the recently opened adults-

only Rancho Pescadero, 103 suites and 

villas decorated in neutral tones overlook 

the Pacific Ocean or the Sierra de Laguna. 

Guests can discover local flora and fauna 

at the botanical garden and bird sanctuary 

when they’re not at the hotel’s secluded 

beach. Doubles from $875, including 

breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

Todos Santos, Mexico
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Todos Santos style: One of 
the town’s many galleries. 

(T
O

D
O

S
 S

A
N

T
O

S
) 

N
A

T
A

S
H

A
 L

E
E

, 
(M

A
R

E
M

M
A

) 
M

A
S

T
E

R
 1

3
0

5
/

G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S



vi r t u o s o.co m   93

Holiday like the Italians in a corner 
of Tuscany only locals know. 

Maremma, a less-trodden stretch on 

Tuscany’s southern end, is beloved by 

Italians, who may or may not want to let 

the rest of the world in on their secret. 

Inland, winding roads flanked by vineyards 

and cattle farms lead to Etruscan ruins, 

thermal hot springs, and medieval villages. 

On the coast, pine- and rosemary-covered 

hills cascade down to rocky swimming 

coves and wild beaches. “The proximity of 

the countryside and the sea creates plenty 

of opportunities for a truly immersive 

Italian experience,” says Simone Amorico, 

co-owner of Access Italy, a Virtuoso on-site 

tour connection. “You really have the best 

of both worlds in Maremma.” 

Spend a few days crisscrossing the 

region (bonus if you’re in a vintage Alfa 

Romeo with the top down), exploring the 

Parco Regionale della Maremma, sipping 

Bolgheri Sassicaia cabernet at Tenuta San 

Guido, and trying a nonna’s secret recipes 

at a family-owned seaside restaurant. 

Virtuoso advisors can work with Access 

Italy to arrange these experiences, plus 

guided hikes, village tours, and sails on the 

Tyrrhenian Sea. “Chartering a boat is very 

popular,” Amorico says, “but not everyone 

knows the secret spots in and around Isola 

d’Elba and Isola del Giglio like we do.” 

Get There: Live like royalty at 57-room 

L’Andana, once the estate of Leopold II, 

the former grand duke of Tuscany. Guests 

can relax in the ESPA before a meal at the 

Michelin-starred Trattoria Enrico Bartolini. 

Doubles from $445, including breakfast 

daily and a 50-minute massage for two. 

Maremma, Italy 

Your own private 
Italy: Isola d’Elba.  
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All aboard for an unexpected 
safari experience. 

Namibia is a country of superlatives: the 

world’s oldest desert (the Namib) and 

tallest sand dunes (Sossusvlei), plus 

Africa’s largest canyon (Fish River) and 

one of its most extensive collections 

of rock art (Twyfelfontein). And it’s all 

easy to see in one captivating trip. “For 

travelers who have been to Africa and 

want something different, Namibia is 

fabulous,” says Louisville-based Virtuoso 

agency executive Eleanor Flagler Hardy. 

“Its beauty is completely different than 

East Africa’s. A real sense of timeless-

ness suffuses the whole region – the 

vastness is completely otherworldly.”

 The country is also one of the few 

safari destinations you can explore by 

luxury train, spying the Namib’s quiver 

trees and dusty savannas from a wood-

paneled suite, sipping sundowners on 

the open-air deck, and hopping off for 

game drives and overnights in Etosha 

National Park and Sossusvlei. “It’s a 

great combo of life on and off the train,” 

Hardy says. “Plus, traveling across the 

stark landscape in the comfort of your 

suite is much better than driving.” 

Get There: Ker & Downey can arrange 

the ten-day train journey from Pretoria, 

South Africa, to Walvis Bay, Namibia. (In 

2024, the trip is 11 days.) Departures: 

Multiple dates, April 4, 2023, through April 

30, 2024; from $13,500. 

Namibia
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Worth the climb: Hiking the 
Sossusvlei sand dunes. (N
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Take a bullet-train time machine 
to old Japan.

While locals frequent Japan’s Tohoku 

region for fall-foliage sightseeing, fresh-

powder skiing, and cherry blossoms that 

rival Kyoto’s famous blooms, tourists have 

yet to descend en masse upon the quiet 

northern prefectures once known as “the 

rice granary of Japan.” Take the bullet train 

through a landscape dotted with traditional 

homes and endless rice paddies to rove 

Hirosaki Castle’s grounds during the late-

spring cherry blossom season or hike an 

ancient, pristine beech forest during the 

region’s mild summers. 

“The hustle and bustle of modern 

Japan is a must-see for first-timers, but 

in Tohoku, travelers can relax and take in 

the traditions and nature of old Japan,” 

says Reeka Ninomiya, a Virtuoso advisor 

based in San Jose, California. “Visit during 

the summer festival season, when lantern 

floats bob in the water and traditional 

dancing and food stands fill the streets.” 

Get There: Tohoku’s famed trio of cultural 

festivals occur each August. Remote 
Lands’ private, 12-day Tokyo-to-Tsuruoka 

tour stops at each one, with hiking and 

castle visits too. Departures: Any day 

through March 1, 2025; from $24,300.

Tohoku, Japan 

High drama at the 
Kuromori Kabuki 

festival in Tohoku.



Indulge your natural curiosity on an 
island primed for adventure.

Come for the beef noodle soup, stay for the 

mountains. “Taipei is vibrant and modern, 

but it’s still close to hot springs and stun-

ning scenery,” says San Francisco-based 

Virtuoso travel advisor Anna Luquingan. 

“Taiwan is actually a hiking paradise.” Case 

in point: Taroko National Park, just south 

of Taipei on the small island’s east coast, 

where the Liwu River carved a sheer marble 

gorge over millions of years and travelers 

find mountain vistas, waterfalls, and a Bud-

dhist shrine. Popular treks include the Tun-

nel of Nine Turns, a hollow trail carved into 

the marble cliffside, and Swallow Grotto, 

which is speckled with natural-potholes-

turned-swallow-nests and culminates in 

impressive river gorge views.

Beyond the park, trips to whiskey 

distilleries, tea plantations, and historic 

towns lift the veil on Taiwan’s Indigenous 

cultures and Chinese and Japanese oc-

cupations. At Sun Moon Lake, traditional 

home of the Thao people, travelers can 

visit the Wenwu Temple before touring 

the lake on a private boat and ending the 

day with a cup of locally grown tea – it’s a 

proper juxtaposition of the multicultural 

country’s bounty of offerings.

Get There: Abercrombie & Kent’s new ten-

day tour of Taiwan stops at Taroko National 

Park, Sun Moon Lake, a bustling night mar-

ket in Tainan, and more. Departures: March 

3 and October 20; from $11,595.

Taiwan
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Mountain magic: Taiwan’s 
Taroko National Park. P
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For Full Virtuoso Hosted and Virtuoso Amenity terms and conditions, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
*Open to new, individual, and non-contracted group bookings created until 03/31/233. Applicable to select sailings and stateroom categories. Limited Combinability. 

Open for purchases made in US & Canada. For complete terms and conditions of offer, visit Azamara.com/Save40.

©2022 Azamara. Ships registered in Malta
 “Change the Way You Sea” is an international service mark of SP Cruises OpCo Limited.

We’ll cut right to the chase; this is Our Best Offer Yet.
If you’ve been dreaming of exploring Europe, let us make
it a reality. 

We’re offering you 40% savings and a $300 onboard credit*
to use for once-in-a-lifetime shore excursions, indulgent spa 
treatments, onboard shopping… it’s up to you. Live out your 
wildest dream. 

Have time to watch the drastic tide change at Mont-Saint-
Michel where this wonderous abbey seems to float on the sea 
during high tide. Or lift off into the Icelandic skies and fly to 
one of the northernmost points in the world, the Arctic Circle.

Plus, on select sailings, enjoy the benefit of a knowledgeable 
host, an invitation to a private cocktail reception, and an 
exclusive excursion or $200 Per Stateroom!

Of course, your Azamara voyage always includes gratuities, 
exclusive cultural events, complimentary beverages and 
more. Come on board and let us take care of the rest. 
Book by March 31, 2023 and visit destinations you’ve only 
dreamed of. 

TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
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Find your own beach on this seriously 
stunning Greek isle. 

Classic whitewashed buildings; quiet 

bougainvillea-draped lanes; and calm, pine-

fringed beaches: Páros, a lesser-known 

Cyclades gem, has all the classic allure 

of Mykonos or Santorini, but far fewer 

crowds. “Páros feels local, with an ener-

getic town, amazing food, and fabulous 

outdoor activity,” says New York City-based 

Virtuoso travel agency executive Jack Ezon. 

“I was surprised at how chic and vibrant it 

is, without being too touristy.” 

The island, reachable via plane or ferry 

from Athens or an hour’s ferry ride from 

Mykonos, has more than a vacation’s 

worth of activity on offer, from its buzzing 

port town of Parikia to the laze-all-day 

scene at Monastiri and Aliki beaches and 

the charming tavernas and churches in the 

inland village of Lefkes. To embrace its laid-

back-but-still-glam vibe, make for Naoussa, 

a traditional fishing village that’s home to 

a slate of restaurants, beach clubs, and 

boutiques. A few of Ezon’s favorite spots: 

Mario Restaurant for fresh seafood, the 

Moraitis Winery for rosé, and Barbarossa 

for its sushi and A-list scene.

Get There: A few Greek Isles cruises call 

on Páros, including a seven-night, Athens-

to-Istanbul voyage on Ponant’s 184-

passenger Jacques-Cartier. (Departure: 

July 6; from $4,800.) To spend more time 

on the isle, stay at the 33-suite Parilio, a 

minimalist beauty just outside Naoussa. 

Doubles from $341, including breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining credit.

Páros, Greece

Pause for reflection – and 
great seafood – in Naoussa. 
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The European slopes you 
haven’t skied – yet.  

You might have to squint to see it on a 

map, this tiny, 181-square-mile independent 

principality tucked along the France-Spain 

border. Andorra is so small, it doesn’t 

have its own airport (most travelers arrive 

via a three-hour drive from Barcelona or 

Toulouse), but what it lacks in size, it makes 

up for on the slopes. Andorra’s peak loca-

tion in the Pyrenees Mountains allows for 

some impressive beginner and intermedi-

ate runs. And while the area attracts plenty 

of Europeans, far fewer international fans 

have caught on. “I’m really excited about 

Andorra,” says San Juan, Puerto Rico-based 

Virtuoso agency executive Carmen Teresa 

Targa. (Tour operator Ski.com also cited a 

recent uptick in interest in the principality.) 

“New hotels have been opening lately, and 

it’s really been growing from an unknown 

ski destination.” 

Choose between two ski areas: sprawling 

Grandvalira (which this season became 

part of the multi-resort Ikon Pass), with 

more than 130 miles of trails, or the family-

friendly Vallnord, comprising three smaller 

ski resorts connected by a gondola and 

cable car. A low-key, Catalan-influenced 

après-ski scene ups the appeal – don’t miss 

the national dish, hearty escudella stew with 

sausage, pasta, and veggies – while quirky 

perfume and automobile museums and 

modern spas draw travelers to the compact 

capital, Andorra la Vella. Add a pre- or post-

trip stay in Barcelona and you’ve got our 

new favorite ski getaway.   

Get There: Virtuoso advisors can work 

with Ski.com and Alpine Adventures
to create custom itineraries in Andorra 

that include skiing, of course, plus guided 

sightseeing, dogsledding excursions, and 

hot-springs soaks. One Alpine Adventures 

example: six days on the slopes, fol-

lowed by three post-trip nights exploring 

Barcelona. Departures: any day between 

December and March; from $4,000. 

Andorra
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The Pas de la 
Casa ski area at 

Andorra’s Grand-
valira resort. 
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Onboard credit and value is in USD. ^Buy an air ticket and the 2nd guest flies for free.    11/22 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO 

TRAVEL AGENCY TO PLAN 

YOUR NEXT VACATION

Barcelona, Spain

EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF EUROPE ON  
PORT-RICH ITINERARIES WITH NORWEGIAN
Now is the best time to book your cruise to Europe with Norwegian. Explore the sights, sounds and flavors of different cultures – all on 

your own terms with an average of 9 hours in port and many overnights. Plus, you will enjoy the incredible value that’s included your cruise 

fare with Free At Sea All-Inclusive! Plus, enjoying spectacular onboard activities, entertainment, and no set dining times. Whether it's your 

first or fifth time in the Mediterranean, there is always something new and beautiful to discover in this stunning part of the world. 

French RivieraCinque Terre, Italy

WHEN YOU BOOK YOUR 
NORWEGIAN CRUISE WITH US
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It’s time to start  

talking about Armenia.

BY LARRY BLEIBERG
Photography by Stefan Fuertbauer
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Free-ranging the Mount 
Dimats highlands.
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EGEND HAS IT THAT Noah’s Ark 

came aground on Mount Ararat – a 

16,945-foot peak looming over Ar-

menia from just across the border in 

Turkey – and that one of his first tasks 

as the waters receded was to plant a 

vineyard. As I sip a red wine made just 

a few miles away from what research-

ers call the world’s oldest winery, I 

raise a glass to his foresight. 

“Wine has always been part of our 

culture,” says Narine Ghazaryan, 

who, along with her husband, tends a 

vineyard in the tiny Armenian village of 

Areni, which began making wine 6,000 

years ago. “On all of our churches, you 

see grapes carved into the stone. Even 

in our pagan temples.”

We’re chatting on the porch of the 

couple’s stylish wood-and-steel tasting 

room at Momik Wines. Perhaps it’s a 

stretch to call their village Armenia’s 

Napa, but it has high hopes. Dusk 

settles in, the modern trappings fade 

away, and the surrounding mountains’ 

silhouettes dissolve into the darkness. 

Maybe it’s the wine made from the 

ancient Areni grape, but it seems like it 

could be the twenty-first century, the 

tenth, or some other long-ago era.

This feeling of timelessness perme-

ates Armenia, a Maryland-size West 

Asian country that manages to remain 

a bit of a mystery in these world-at-

our-fingertips times. It’s a land of 

L

Tenth-century Sanahin Monastery 
and (right) the Symphony of Stones, 
a formation of octagonal basalt col-
umns near the pagan Temple of Garni. 
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Yerevan delights (from 
left): Martiros Saryan 

Street’s café scene, and 
dried fruits and sweets 

at GUM Market.
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surprises: grandmothers in traditional 

black dresses selling pastries outside 

churches and stylish crowds packing 

cafés and wine bars; hulking Soviet 

Modernist buildings and deep gorges 

and precipitous mountain ranges. Its 

melting-pot cuisine is a mix of Middle 

Eastern and European flavors, and 

everywhere signs swirl with the Arme-

nian alphabet’s unfamiliar script.

I first became interested in Armenia 

precisely because of how little I knew 

about any of this. It’s one of those 

increasingly rare places that hasn’t 

been overexposed by tourism. After 

looking into it more, I decided to 

spend a week wandering the nation, 

from its busy capital of Yerevan to 

its isolated highland villages, natural 

wonders, and sites such as the pagan 

Temple of Garni. I wanted to experi-

ence a country before seeing it through 

travel-show lenses and to connect with 

a place steeped in history. I’ll tell you 

what: Armenia delivers.

Montréal-based Virtuoso travel 

advisor Catherine Karamanoukian, 

who has traveled the country and has 

distant relatives there, says Armenia 

always impresses her clients. “Armenia 

is one of the world’s oldest countries,” 

she says. “For someone who loves his-

tory, it’s a beautiful place to visit. My 

clients are always happy to discover it 

and see how welcome they are.”

With longevity, of course, come chal-

lenges and triumphs. Over the millen-

nia, Armenia has been occupied by the 

Mongols, Persians, Ottomans, and Rus-

sians, and the latter eventually absorbed 

it into the Soviet Union. Armenians 

also suffered what’s widely considered a 

genocide – 1.5 million lives lost – by the 

Ottoman Turks in 1915, an event detailed 

at a moving memorial and museum that 

overlooks Yerevan. And the country is 

still in conflict with neighboring Azer-

baijan, although popular tourist sites 

remain safe and untouched.

The country has just 3 million resi-

dents, with another 7 million Armenians 

living abroad. Twenty years ago, a U.S. 

philanthropist launched Birthright Ar-

menia, a program that offers a chance for 

people with Armenian ancestry to vol-

unteer in the country and connect with 

their roots. Many have stayed. For some 

it was the lure of religion – Armenia is 

considered the world’s oldest Christian 

nation, having adopted the faith in the 

year 300. Others liked what they saw and 

wanted to help shape a country that’s off 

the radar but on the rise.

ARMENIA HAS BEEN seeing an uptick 

in tourism, partly due to its burgeoning 

popularity with lovers of the outdoors. I 

find out why one morning on a five-mile 

hike between two UNESCO-listed mon-

asteries, Sanahin and Haghpat, which 

are separated by a gorge with hillsides 

dotted with plum and hazelnut orchards. 

After crossing a footbridge built in 

the thirteenth century, hikers follow a 

steep path up to Haghpat, which stands 

resolutely after more than a millennium. 

Stepping inside, it takes a moment to 

adapt to the dimness. The floor is cov-

ered with tombstones, the final resting 

places of monks, monarchs, and priests. 

On another day, about 60 miles south, 

near Dilijan National Park, I settle into a 

Alpine pastures loom 

above the road, and 

wild horses break into 

a gallop when  

we pass.
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Jeep for a bouncy ride through a village 

of stone homes clinging to the side of 

a hill. Towering mountains and alpine 

pastures loom above the road, and wild 

horses break into a gallop when we pass. 

From a promontory on Mount Dimats, 

the slope drops abruptly for hundreds of 

feet – it looks for all the world like we’ve 

wandered into a slick SUV commercial.

On the way down, a woman waves 

and we stop to talk, which seems to 

happen often here. At 72, she lives in the 

highlands four months a year, tend-

ing her family’s livestock and making 

cheese and yogurt. “It’s a hard life,” she 

says without complaining. “But still to 

this day, I’m amazed by the mountains.”

I think of her a few days later as we 

drive up a twisting highway that had 

once been part of the Silk Road. On the 

ridgetop, we pull over at a fourteenth-

century caravansary, the medieval 

equivalent of a Holiday Inn. A network 

of these wayside shelters across Asia 

and Europe offered safety at night, with 

sleeping nooks for travelers and room 

for animals. “A thousand years ago, 

people came through from China and 

India on horseback or camel,” says the 

current caretaker, who looks after the 

landmark with his wife for the Ministry 

of Culture and sells snacks and souve-

nirs under a canopy.

A few hours down the road, I get a 

chance to view the land from above, 

soaring over mountains on a gondola 

called the Wings of Tatev, the world’s 

longest reversible aerial tramway. The 

3.5-mile ride leads to the Tatev Monas-

tery, an ancient center of learning that 

crowns the ridgetop like a chess piece 

protecting its board. 

WHILE THE countryside offers story-

book scenery, Armenia’s cities present 

a more modern face. Although it was 

founded nearly 3,000 years ago, Yerevan 

has spent the last 30 since gaining its 

independence from the Soviet Union 

catching up with the rest of the world. 

Russian-influenced structures now give 

way to glass office buildings and hotels. 

Still, the city is easily walkable and 

navigable. During the heat of the day, 

visitors might head to the Museum of 

Folk Arts to browse its collection of 

brightly colored woven clothing and 

intricately carved stonework or break for 

fresh juices at the numerous cafés near 

the Cascade, an elaborate arts complex 

built into a hillside. In the evenings, 

families drift to Republic Square for an 

illuminated fountain show set to music, 

while couples head to wine bars on Mar-

tiros Saryan Street. Night owls will find 

clubs featuring Armenia’s soulful jazz.

One highlight of the Soviet-era hold-

overs is the cavernous GUM Market, 

packed with produce, meats, cheeses, 

and, in one corner stall, sheets of 

lavash, the country’s staple bread, piled 

on tables like stacks of Arabian carpets. 

In a section devoted to dried fruits and 

sweets, I’m greeted by a smiling woman 

“Of Armenia’s four 
national parks, Dilijan 
is famous for its wolves, 
bears, healing mineral 
springs, and beautiful 
Lake Parz, which means 
‘Lake Translucent.’ ”

– Catherine Karama-

noukian, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Montréal

FYI
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From left: Making gata, 
Armenia’s traditional 
coffee-cake-like pastry, and 
a tasting at Momik Wines.
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Tatev Monastery and   
(opposite) an Armenian herds-

woman on Mount Dimats.

A private driver and guide 

lead day trips from Yerevan on 

Exeter International’s five-day 

Armenia exploration. The mu-

seum- and monastery-packed 

itinerary includes a tasting at 

the Ararat brandy factory after 

a tour of Khor Virap Monastery, 

a pilgrimage site where Saint 

Gregory the Illuminator was 

imprisoned in a dungeon for 

13 years. Departures: Any day 

through 2023; from $3,300.

Spend five days in Armenia on 

Abercrombie & Kent’s 13-day 

tour from Tbilisi, Georgia, to 

Yerevan. Highlights include a 

lavash bread baking class and 

a vocal performance in the 

ancient Geghard Monastery. 

Departure: Multiple dates,  

May 3 through October 11;  

from $6,595.

Intrepid Travel’s ten-day food-

focused tour through Georgia 

and Armenia features a brandy 

tasting and a class on making 

tolma, a dish of grape-leaf-

wrapped rice, herbs, lentils, and 

tomato. Departures: Multiple 

dates, May 21 through October 

15; from $2,065.

Travelers on G Adventures’ 

eight-day Georgia-Armenia 

trip visit Lake Sevan, one of the 

world’s largest freshwater, high-

altitude lakes, as well as the 

Roman pagan Temple of Garni. 

City tours and an overnight near 

the Haghpat Monastery, over-

looking Debed Canyon, round 

out the trip. Departures: Multiple 

dates, May 13 through October 

14; from $1,649.

Cross the Caucasus on Ker &  
Downey’s journey through 

Azerbaijan, Georgia, and 

Armenia. The 14-day customiz-

able trip goes deep on culture: 

Zoroastrian sites and ancient 

rock art in Azerbaijan, food 

and wine tastings and fortress 

visits in Georgia, and a tour of 

Yerevan’s cave complexes and 

Etchmiadzin Cathedral, widely 

believed to be the world’s oldest 

Christian cathedral. Departures: 

Any day April 1 through October 

15; from $12,000.

 Armenian Adventures 



offering a candied walnut. I hesitate, 

but she persists. “This is for you, Broth- 

er,” she says. “You are in Armenia – you 

have to eat.” 

Who’s to argue? I thank her, and dur-

ing my time in the city I snack my way 

through grilled meats and pilafs, try 

traditional gata pastries, taste wines, 

and visit the historic Yerevan Brandy 

Company distillery to sip its silky, 

smooth liquor that Winston Churchill 

proclaimed his favorite brandy. Before 

my trip, I’d read that Armenian culture 

is tightly knit, with strong family ties. I 

wasn’t sure how I would be treated as an 

outsider. But I didn’t need to worry.

Early in my visit, I went out for a 

walk and met an elderly woman who 

stopped me. “Where are you from?” she 

asked. When I told her, she broke into 

a broad smile. “Welcome to our land!” 

We spoke for a moment, then waved 

goodbye and continued on our ways. 

Armenia awaited, and I intended to 

discover it all.  

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL

YACHTING THE CARIBBEAN

2023-2025

AWARD-WINNING SERVICE · 95 CREW   

UP TO 56 COUPLES · 5-STAR CUISINE

INCLUSIVE PRICING
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A toem pole at Gwaii Haanas 
and (opposite) Haida Gwaii’s 

lush coastline.
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Northwest seclusion: Haida 
Gwaii accommodations.
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Skipper and First Nations guide James Cowpar greeted me with this nugget of seafaring wisdom, but I was run-

ning late and attempting to buckle my life vest as I boarded his boat, which was anchored in a small harbor in the 

village of Daajing Giids. “We have a tight window,” he said, further emphasizing the deadline. Minutes later, the 30-

foot vessel cut a path through British Columbia’s Skidegate Narrows, which separates Graham Island to the north 

from Moresby Island to the south. 

As we rounded the horn, traveling at 25 knots, Cowpar surveyed the swells, the low-lying clouds, and the sockeye 

salmon catching some air above the surf. “Welcome to our territory,” he said. We had reached the wild west coast of 

Haida Gwaii. 

For a time known as the Queen Charlotte Islands, the fabled Haida Gwaii archipelago has been described as iso-

lated, magical, even mysterious. For many, a trip here is a lifetime event, thanks to its remote location and reputation 

as one of the world’s best places to experience and learn about Northwest Coast Indigenous culture. 

This is a land of contrasts: wide-open seas and calm, secluded bays; fierce winter storms and idyllic summer days; 

North America’s largest black bears, but one of its smallest species of deer. Just south of Alaska, it’s a place where the 

stunning scenery is juxtaposed with a backdrop of human tragedy, and where it’s sometimes hard to find an open res-

taurant, but you can still enjoy a dinner worthy of a Michelin star. 

Cowpar navigated the aluminum craft to a stretch of coastline partially exposed to Buck Channel and the open  

Pacific. One by one, we hopped onto the beach, maneuvered past drift logs lounging like sea lions on the shore, and fol-

lowed him into his ancestral home of Ts’aahl.

From the beach, our small group ascended into a world of spruce and cedar – a short, steep path into a giant green 

dome. He pointed out depressions in the spongy, wet moss where a longhouse once stood. “At one time, Ts’aahl had 35 

houses and over 500 inhabitants,” said Cowpar, who owns and operates a cultural and fishing outfitter called Haida 

Style Expeditions with his twin brother, Shawn. 

Soon, and without any forewarning or fanfare, we were standing next to a national treasure: a monumental pole carved 

in old-growth cedar that was once set in front of a home. Also known as a house frontal pole, or simply a totem pole, it 

stood more than 30 feet tall and was overgrown in spots, sprouting branches and weeds. The carved crests of a frog, raven, 

eagle, and an eye on its west-facing side, peered down upon us. At the top crouched three human figures called watchmen, 

wearing hats with high crowns.

“You are looking at living history, and we get to enjoy it in its natural state,” said Cowpar, who explained that the 

pole before us and another a few hundred yards away were the last two frontal poles left standing in Haida Gwaii. 

(There are other places on the islands where you can see monuments; however, they’re mainly the type known as me-

morial or mortuary poles.) “It’s pretty rare,” he said. “The rest were either sold or you can find them in museums in 

Chicago or London.”

Either of those cities is easier to reach than Haida Gwaii. There are two main ways to travel to the archipelago, which 

is located between 34 and 78 miles off the mainland of British Columbia: by air or by ferry. Flights (about two hours) run 

year-round from Vancouver, while BC Ferries operates a six- to eight-hour crossing from Prince Rupert, a port city along the 

“THE 
TIDE 

WAITS 
FOR 
NO 
ONE.”
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North Coast. Both run daily during peak season (late spring through early fall), but less frequently during the rest 

of the year. No matter how you get there, reaching Haida Gwaii is a journey – and one worth making. 

This year, Virtuoso on-site tour connection Entrée Destinations is offering a new Haida Gwaii itinerary – crafted  

around the stories of the region – that gives travelers access to the area’s people and experiences. Entrée developed 

the trip in partnership with Indigenous Tourism BC and the Council of the Haida Nation, as well as the provincial 

and federal governments. It offers exclusive access to artists and elders who aren’t typically available to the pub-

lic, such as master carver Christian White, whose work in argillite is on display at major museums throughout the 

Pacific Northwest. 

“Travelers will get a real appreciation for Haida culture and the Indigenous culture of Canada,” Entrée presi-

dent Marc Télio says. “They’ll come away with a connection to the people, a connection to the land.” The goal, 

he says, is for guests to explore and understand Haida culture before European contact and to comprehend that 

contact’s impact on the Haida Nation. 

The first Europeans to visit Haida Gwaii and make contact were the Spanish, starting with explorer Juan 

Pérez, who traded with the Haida from his ship, Santiago, near Langara Island in 1774. Prior to contact, the 

Haida – who have lived on these islands since time immemorial – numbered in the tens of thousands in several 

dozen villages dispersed throughout the archipelago and southern Alaska. 

A smallpox epidemic in 1862 decimated the Northwest Coast tribes and was particularly devastating for 

the Haida, reducing their population to mere hundreds. Decades of colonial rule and state-sponsored abuse 

followed, including the Canadian government’s banning of ceremonial potlatches from 1884 to 1951. Most 

Haida villages, including Ts’aahl, became uninhabited, and the forest reclaimed them. Today, Haida people 

make up about half of the roughly 5,000 people living on the islands, with a large population of Haida also 

living in nearby urban areas. 

“As Haida, we have always said that we don’t own the land – the land owns us,” Cowpar explained as we 

looked up at the totem pole. “Someday Mother Earth will reclaim this pole, but the cedar is quite resistant, 

so hopefully it won’t be too soon.”

“CREATOR, FOR THE FOOD, AND FOR YOU, I THANK YOU.” Eighty-one-year-old Roberta Olson, who has 

been opening the doors to her waterfront home in Skidegate to tourists for more than 23 years, delivered 

the traditional Haida blessing. She then announced, “Haalaga taaw” (“Come and eat”), introduced her 

family, and explained our appetizer: dried sockeye salmon, herring roe on kelp, and seaweed, served on 

white scallop shells.

Officially called Keenawaii’s Kitchen, Olson’s home-turned-restaurant bears her Haida name and has 

gained a reputation for serving traditional foods in a distinctive atmosphere with million-dollar views 

of Jewell Island and Hecate Strait. 

“I was raised as a food gatherer,” said Olson, who has been foraging and feasting in Haida Gwaii since 

she was a child. “In the summer, my parents used to take us to gather food for the whole winter. My life 

was lived around low tide. I didn’t even know what a pizza was until I was 27.”

Originally, Olson’s cooking was a local secret. Then, in 1985, she took part in logging blockades 

on Athlii Gwaii (Lyell Island), joining community members, tribal leaders, and even elders as they 

obstructed loggers, who had begun to cut one of the last remaining old-growth forests in the south-

ern part of the Haida Gwaii archipelago. While the protest raged and a worldwide news audience 

watched, Olson kept everyone fed. “It was intense,” she recalled, “but that’s when I realized I had the 

gift to make everybody happy with food.”

“AS HAIDA WE HAVE ALWAYS SAID THAT WE DON’T 
OWN THE LAND ̅ THE LAND OWNS US.”

Clockwise from top left: Carving tools in a Haida artist’s studio, an ancient house 
frontal pole, Haida dancers, and First Nations art and artifacts at the University of 
British Columbia’s Museum of Anthropology in Vancouver. (T
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The Stand at Athlii Gwaii, as it’s usually referred to by members of the Haida Nation, also indirectly led to the 

creation in 1993 of the descriptively named Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, National Marine Conservation 

Area Reserve, and Haida Heritage Site, which encompasses the southern half of Moresby Island and more than 100 

smaller islands. Gwaii Haanas is renowned for its ancient monumental poles and uninhabited Haida villages set 

against lush rain forest and rock-strewn beaches. 

Tracy Chapman’s emotive voice provided the musical backdrop for our main course, fresh sockeye served two 

ways: baked and smoked. Vegetables, rice with wild sea asparagus, and potatoes grown in Olson’s yard appeared as 

sides. There was tea brewed from nettles, mint, and Labrador, a perennial shrub. And the grand finale, a nectarine 

upside-down cake, ranked as one of the most delicious desserts I’ve ever eaten. The best travel memories are often 

the ones we don’t see coming, like this meal at the edge of the world, in a Haida community of about 700 people. 

 

HAIDA MYTHOLOGY CENTERS AROUND the powerful forces of the North Coast. Playing a major role in the 

nation’s carvings, paintings, and sculptures is the Raven, or Yáahl. According to one of the most famous Hai-

da legends, Raven was perched on a mountain overlooking a dry strip of sand, now known as Rose Spit, at the 

northern tip of Graham Island. It was a bountiful spot, bordered by waters teeming with clams, mussels, crabs, 

oysters, sea scallops, sea urchins, and all kinds of fish. One day, Raven was bored and restless after eating his 

fill, when he heard voices coming from a clam shell, half buried in the sand. As he looked in the shell, he saw 

many little creatures dwelling inside. Raven encouraged them to emerge from the shell and join the world, 

thereby becoming the first Haida people. 

“This place is the cradle of our creation,” says David Vanderhoop, who founded eco-tour company Haida 

Tide Cultural Tours in 2021, renting electric bikes to tourists to explore Rose Spit at low tide. “It has a special 

place in my heart and many people’s hearts on the island.”

I decided to rent a bike and spend my last day on Haida Gwaii at this sacred spot, which is located about 

a 30-minute drive northeast of the village of Masset, at the end of a dirt road shaded by old-growth Sitka 

spruce and western hemlock in Naikoon Provincial Park. 

Locals like 34-year-old Vanderhoop represent the potential for Haida Gwaii’s future, in which tourism 

emerges as a driver of the island economy, along with fishing and forestry. His approach is refreshing, with 

one foot in tradition and the other in what’s ahead. “After first contact 

with European traders and colonizers, Haida Gwaii’s economy was 

based in resource extraction, from the fur trade to fishing, mining, 

and logging,” Vanderhoop says. “But Haida Tide celebrates the land 

and does not take from the land. With the growth of tourism on Haida 

Gwaii, there’s a need to provide more eco-friendly and culturally re-

spectful visitor experiences.” 

I clicked into gear on my bike and sped off for the wild stretch of coast-

line, with the wind at my back and only sea and sand ahead. I whizzed 

past dunes and driftwood stacked like mangled chopsticks along the tree 

line. Waves crashed to my left. In the distance, I could see the faint out-

line of Alaska. I slowed down to inspect the barnacle-covered skeleton of 

a shipwreck and stopped to admire some glassy agates. 

The ride to the end of Rose Spit takes about an hour by e-bike. The 

closer I got, the more powerful the winds became. I felt an energy, as 

if I’d entered a realm between the physical and supernatural worlds. I 

wasn’t tired, yet I was out of breath. 

I’d hoped to reach a place called Naii Kun, a finger of sand at the 

land’s end where it’s said you can feel the intensity of two great cur-

rents converging. But I was cutting it close – the waves were picking up, 

threatening to hem me in, and I imagined the powerful Raven urging 

me back. Nature rules here; the locals respect that. And the tide waits 

for no one. 

Haida elder Roberta Olson and (right) scenic Haida Gwaii.
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If your trip to Haida Gwaii 
starts in Vancouver, 
don’t miss the University 
of British Columbia’s 
Museum of Anthropology, 
which showcases tradi-
tional and contemporary 
art from the Northwest 
Coast First Nations and 
other cultures around the 
world. Among its many 
treasures is Haida artist 
Bill Reid’s massive sculp-
ture The Raven and the 

First Men, which depicts 
a Haida creation story at 
Rose Spit. The stunning 
piece was carved from a 
single block of yellow ce-
dar and is displayed in its 
own rotunda, along with a 
selection of Reid’s other 
works in gold, silver, argil-
lite, and wood. 

FYI
GO  Vancouver, B.C.-based Entrée Destinations offers a seven-day private trip to Haida Gwaii as 

part of its Stories of Canada collection. The tour starts and ends in Vancouver and focuses on daily 

explorations of cultural destinations. Highlights include a visit to an ancient village site with a Haida 

guide, traditional food at the home of an elder, stops at Tow Hill and Rose Spit in Naikoon Provin-

cial Park, and an intimate conversation with master carver Christian White in his studio in Masset. 

Guests stay in oceanfront cabins at the exclusive Haida House at Tllaal. Departures: February 18 

through March 4 (summer departures available on request); from $10,500 per person, based on two 

guests. Includes round-trip airfare from Vancouver.  

The first company with ships carrying more than 22 guests to be granted permission to visit parts 

of Haida Gwaii, Lindblad Expeditions includes four days there as part of a 13-night voyage to Alaska 

and British Columbia on the 62-passenger National Geographic Sea Bird and Sea Lion. Meet Haida 

artists and see their workshops, travel by Zodiac to Gwaii Haanas and the UNESCO World Heritage 

site at SGang Gwaay (in Ninstints), and visit the home of a local carver for a feast of traditional foods 

and dance. Departures: May 2 and 4 and September 3 and 5; from $12,160. 

Before their trip, all visitors are asked to take the Haida Gwaii Pledge to respect Haida Gwaii and 

Haida ways of being. This includes following all Covid-19 protocols, being mindful of your environ-

mental footprint, and supporting local businesses and giving back where possible. For more infor-

mation, visit haidagwaiipledge.ca.  

HOW TO SEE HAIDA GWAII
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Gallery

Australian landscape artist Belynda Henry seeks inspiration around her rural New South 

Wales studio, among “tall trees, in a lush, remote valley filled with dams reflecting the 

surrounding landscape, sky, and water,” as she puts it. In her large-scale work The Haven, 

she captures a towering eucalyptus gum amid dappled forest light. Her next muse: the  

California coast, from Big Sur to Ojai, which she plans to visit this year to begin a new  

series. Original work available at gruingallery.com.   belynda__henry

Fresh Air
Meditative interpretations of life down under.

The Haven

Oil and wax on canvas
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