YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

MARCH | APRIL 2022

ON T H E

C O A S TA L
CALI FO RN IA

S

XT IN C

RU

NE

ISING

W H AT ’

BOHO-CHIC
SRI LANKA

CARIBBEAN
B E AC H B A R S

Malliouhana resort, Anguilla.

DIVE IN
When you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration
and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now.
For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable vacation.
Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

ADVERTISEMENT

WHAT LIES
BEYOND
THE EDGE?
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER TO THE
AUTHENTIC BEAUTY OF THE POLAR WORLD

Antarctica, by Steve McCurry

THE SILVERSEA DIFFERENCE
Global adventures in bespoke, all-inclusive luxury -this is the world of Silversea
SUPERIOR EXPEDITION EXPERIENCE
In polar waters, experts make the expedition – and Silversea’s top-notch team of biologists, ornithologists, geologists,
historians, photographers and other experts will draw you in with their extensive knowledge and enthusiasm.
From enriching your experience during active explorations to providing relaxed one-to-one chat opportunities, to
providing informative daily Recap & Briefing lectures, our array of onboard professionals reflects Silversea’s ongoing
commitment to maintaining one the highest expedition personnel-to-guest ratios in the industry.

INTIMATE SHIPS, ALL-SUITE ACCOMODATIONS
Our state-of-the-art Expedition ships really do break the ice between adventure and luxury. Designed to cruise the
planet’s most remote regions in civilised comfort, they offer a beguiling sense of open space in their public areas
while at the same time fostering an intimate atmosphere. A range of gourmet international and locally inspired
dining venues satisfy even the most ambitious cravings. And spacious all-suite accommodations offer sweeping sea
views, many from their own private veranda, all complemented by exquisite amenities.

PERSONALISED SERVICE
Our Silversea Expedition ships accommodate anywhere from 100 to 274 guests depending on the vessel, which
allows us to guarantee a level of service well beyond what you may have experienced before. Surrender to the joys
of dedicated, around-the-clock butler service in your suite, with no request too big or too small. For an even more
indulgent experience, allow us to customise your suite with individualised toiletries, stationery, and favourite bar
beverages. Our aim is to make this truly feel like your home away from home – only better.

“ALL-INCLUSIVE” NOW BEGINS FROM YOUR DOORSTEP
Take your Silversea all-inclusive experience to new heights. Start your cruise the moment you depart your door, thanks to our new chauffeur service. Escorting you from home to your
domestic airport and back again, this luxurious service is included as part of our Door-to-Door All-Inclusive fares on new voyage bookings starting Spring 2022.

OUR DOOR-TO-DOOR JOURNEY INCLUDES:
Private executive transfers (home-airport)1

Pre- & post-cruise hotel nights3 4

Butler service in every suite category

Economy Class Air/Business Class upgrades
at reduced rates or Air Credit2

Guided Zodiac, land & sea tours & expert lectures

Expedition gear & unlimited Wi-Fi3

Multiple restaurants, premium beverages &
24-hour dining service

Onboard gratuities

Domestic flights when required3 4

RESERVE YOUR SUITE WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL
ADVISOR TODAY TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to correct
errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including pricing and
availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not accurately reflect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements that modify or limit
these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, and guest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.
1 - Private executive transfers are included in all new bookings on voyages starting on or after 30 March, 2022 (exceptions apply). Find detailed information on http://www.silversea.com/terms-and-conditions | 2 - Air is not available
in all countries and to all destinations. Should you book your air independently or should the desired air not be available, a non-use credit will be offered, that you can apply as extra savings to your cruise fare. Business Class upgrades
are available in selected destinations. | 3 - on selected voyages | 4 - Depending on Silversea’s air programme flight schedule. NA2201064228

CHASE DISCOVERY TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
Ultimate polar adventures await
When you find your daydreams wandering farther and farther, stretching to shores yet unknown to your eyes, let yourself follow them – with Silversea
Expeditions. Our polar itineraries perfectly unite your dreams of uncommon discovery with your desire for bespoken luxuries that amplify the experience.
Join us as we head into the world’s most untouched regions, following in the footsteps of foraging polar bears and waddling penguins. Trek across glaciers,
icy tundra, beaches teeming with sunbathing wildlife. Soar over landscapes few travellers have ever witnessed and cruise past glistening ice floes as you
probe remote shores by Zodiac. Depart Patagonia via the Strait of Magellan, bound for the frozen continent of Antarctica, or opt for the icy passages of the
Arctic and Greenland on a journey composed of inspiring wilderness, proud Inuit culture and the thrill of the sea.

Polar bear jumping on ice blocks in the Arctic
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POLE TO POLE, SHIP TO SHORE
Experience the extraordinary in the Arctic and Antarctic
NORTHWARD TO THE ARCTIC

SOUTH TO ANTARCTICA

The Arctic’s season of ethereal midnight sun beckons the adventurous
toward the Circle – and beyond. Blanketed in uncompromised luxury,
voyage deeply into Far North discovery as our expert Expedition Team
Members introduce you to a world of majestically wild nature and
uniquely isolated cultures. Gaze poleward at Europe’s far northern
edge, explore Svalbard’s monumental sea cliffs, experience the
coasts of Norway, Greenland, Iceland, and Canada’s High Arctic as
only Silversea can present them.

Journey with Silversea to the closest thing on this earth to another
planet – the vast White Continent. Our purpose-built Expedition ships
make exploring Antarctica an adventure not just in wondrous nature
but in unbridled luxury. Whether by Zodiac, kayak, or on foot, your
expert Expedition Team will lead you thrillingly close to sights rarely
seen and expand your knowledge of this barely-charted world of
unique animals, plant life, geology, and history.

Guests kayaking in Svalbard

A napping sea lion and waddling penguins in Antarctica
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when you finally come up for air.

Go ahead take a nice, deep breath.
Because we intend to make every
moment of your voyage a Seabourn
Moment. Enjoy all ocean-front
suites, nearly one team member for
every guest, and ships carrying just
264-600 guests. So you can take in
just how far you’ve come, and start
imagining where you will go next.

Editor’s Note

A New Wave

NA

OT LONG AFTER I STARTED AS AN EDITOR

at Virtuoso, I found myself thrumming up the
east coast of New Zealand’s North Island in a
helicopter, looking down at blue-green waves
and ribbons of sand en route to lunch at a far-flung,
fancy lodge and thinking, Is this real?
Discovering Virtuoso felt like finding a secret passage to the travel industry’s top shelf: the world’s
most revered hotels, cruise lines, and tour operators –
and the well-connected travel advisors who weave
them into Is this real? experiences. Two decades (and one pandemic) on, that
feeling of good fortune to be among the best in travel remains. As does the
joy of creating a magazine that showcases it. I’m thrilled to now be leading
Virtuoso Life, alongside our wildly talented, well-traveled creative team, who
are dedicated to making this publication fresh, fun, insightful, and, most of
all, inspiring.
To wit: this issue, devoted to travels on and near water (yes, hotel pools
count). From Sri Lanka’s poised-to-boom boho beach scene (page 84) and
the beauty of a good toes-in-the-sand Caribbean bar (page 60) to the latest in cruising (page 95) and women who are making the best kind of waves
in travel (page 74), it’s filled with stories to spark your next adventures.
I hope you’ll enjoy diving in.

EVA SEELYE

MARIKA CAIN
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
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IT’S YOUR HEART
THAT TAKES YOU PLACES
We make your travels to the world’s most magical destinations possible.
But it’s your endless passion for discovery that leads you there.

EXQUISITELY CR AF TED CUISINE. CUR ATED TR AVEL EXPERIENCES. SM ALL SHIP LUXURY.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and ask about our
FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities and Virtuoso Voyages on select voyages.
Visit OceaniaCruises.com/terms for details. NOV2117193

Contributors

Writer
Elaine Glusac
Chicago

TAHITI
FRENCH POLYNESIA | FIJI | SOUTH PACIFIC

Two cocktails and a movie past Hawai’i
... you’ll ﬁnd authentic Polynesia.
Immerse yourself in lagoons teeming
with color. Learn to crack open a
coconut from a local. Sink your toes
into two private beach experiences,
one in Bora Bora—the other
oﬀ the coast of Taha’a. Best of all, do it
while reveling in all-inclusive luxury
aboard the newly-renovated,
award-winning small-ship
m/s Paul Gauguin.

Writer
Sarah GreavesGabbadon
Miami

“In Praise of the
Caribbean Beach
Bar,” page 60
THE REPORT: “I’m
convinced that Jost
Van Dyke’s Soggy
Dollar beach bar exists
beyond the space-time
continuum. When I’m
there, waist deep in
warm water with a cold
Painkiller in hand, time
is irrelevant and living
in the now has never
been more appealing.”
FAVORITE SECRET
BEACH: “Anguilla’s

Little Bay is a tiny cove
that the adventurous
reach by rappelling
down a cliff – and the
less adventurous (me)
access by boat. Either
way, the reward is the
same: a dreamy scallop of white sand that
you’ll likely have all
to yourself.”
@jetsetsarah
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Passport, page 23,
and “The New World
of Cruising,” page 95
THE REPORT: “Cruise
lines are matching
travelers’ enthusiasm
for getting out there
with itineraries that
go farther, stay longer,
and explore deeper –
Russia’s Wrangel Island is now on my list.”
FAVORITE SECRET
BEACH: “I like my
beaches wild, which is
why I love Sandfly Bay
at the bottom of New
Zealand’s South Island,
where New Zealand
sea lions and yelloweyed penguins gather.”

@eglusac

Photographer
Carley Rudd
Maine
Photographer
Stefano Tripodi
Amalfi Coast, Italy

“Florence for Locals,”
page 52
THE REPORT: “While
photographing Florence for this story, I
found myself face-toface with magnificence
in the form of Vasari’s
painting The Last
Judgment, having been
given access to a part
of Florence Cathedral’s
dome that’s closed to
the public.”
FAVORITE SECRET
BEACH: “Maratea’s

Black Beach, in southern Italy’s Basilicata
region. I spent my
childhood in the village
every summer, on a
boat every day. I don’t
think there could be
anything more beautiful and delicate than
this stretch of coast.”
@stefanotripodi_ph

“Golden State,”
page 104
THE REPORT: “I’ve lived
and worked around
the world as a nomadic travel photographer
for the past five years.
This Southern California photo essay pays
homage to a place I
will always hold dear –
somewhere that feels
like home, where I
began my career as
a photographer.”
FAVORITE SECRET
BEACH: “For Southern

California, the hidden
beach at Point Dume
in Malibu. It’s only
accessible at low tide
and typically requires
a short climb through
the rocky canyon.”
@carleyscamera

©2022 Abercrombie & Kent, USA, LLC CST #2007274-20

Explore All Seven Continents with the
Unrivaled Experts at Sea
Join A&K for a thrilling 2023–24 season of Luxury Expedition Cruises, now featuring five new voyages
and adventures to every continent from Antarctica to the eastern coast of Africa. Backed by more than
30 years of experience, every A&K voyage is led by our acclaimed Expedition Team on an exclusively
chartered — and luxuriously all-inclusive — small ship, each featuring all-balcony accommodations,
a fascinating enrichment program and an intimate guest capacity that never exceeds 199.
Ready for the ultimate adventure at sea? Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.

EXCLUSIVE AMENITY
Receive a $200 shipboard
credit on all cruises.
Credit is per booking on Luxury Expedition
Cruises only and has no cash value.

®

Discover 16 Luxury Expedition Cruises to the World’s Most Inspiring Destinations
®
Antarctica | Arctic | Northeast Passage | Japan | Australia | Indonesia
| French Polynesia & Easter Island
Seychelles & Tanzania | Portugal, Spain & France | Italy | Greece | Croatia & Montenegro | Baltic Sea

E L E VAT E Y O U R
B E A C H D AY

Floa t i n g C a b anas — C o co B e ach Club SM

Perfect Day at CocoCay

S uite Sundeck — Wonder of the Seas

Wonder of the Seas

Sail to private destination Per fect Day at CocoCay and discover how ever y
moment is elevated at the exclusive Coco Beach Club ® . Drift along the finest line
bet ween poolside and seaside, in an infinit y pool overlooking the ocean. Savor
new flavors, or don’t lift a finger to refuel with complimentar y concierge ser vice
in a private cabana. And for the ultimate beach day upgrade, indulge in the first
Floating Cabanas in The Bahamas, where it’s just you and endless blue. Your
family can spread out across plent y of comfor table lounge seating, unwind in
your over water hammock and splash into the sea on your own slide.
And when the day is done, the adventure’s just begun onboard the world’s most
incredible ships, including the new Wonder of the Seas SM . Experience unbelievable
moments at ever y turn — like tranquil treelined strolls through Central Park ® ,
high-diving AquaTheater spectaculars and luxur y that’s any thing but boring —
from the big gest, boldest Ultimate Family Suite yet to a dedicated neighborhood
just for Suite guests. Come Seek ® the Royal Caribbean ® .

Contact your Vir tuoso Travel Advisor
to learn about exclusive benefits.

BEST CRUISE
LINE
AND
IN
THE
OVERALL
CARIBBEAN
19 YEARS RUNNING
Travel Weekly Readers’ Choice Awards

Perfect Day and CocoCay are registered trademarks of Royal Caribbean. Images and messaging for Wonder of the SeasSM reﬂect current design concepts and may include artistic renderings and/or images
of other Oasis Class ships. All ship features, experiences and itineraries are subject to change without notice. ©2022 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 22002055 • 01/20/2022

Just Back

French Connections

From left: Domaine
de Primard, a Monet
break at the Musée de
l’Orangerie, Sarah Attaway makes a wreath at
Primard, and (opposite)
springtime in Paris.

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA-BASED
Virtuoso travel advisor Sarah Attaway recently spent a few days with a group exploring Paris and relaxing at an opulent estate
outside the city. Her first pandemic-era trip
to Europe proved hassle-free and inspiring. Here, a few of her insights for travelers
contemplating a French sojourn.
HEALTH PASS EASE After checking into my hotel,

I went to the pharmacy across the street
to get my health pass (now called the pass
vaccinal), which travelers need for entry to
most public venues. Securing and using it is
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incredibly easy for fully vaccinated visitors
and shouldn’t be viewed as a barrier to travel.
FASHION FIX IN PARIS We visited the newly
reopened Samaritaine department store to
try out the personal-shopping experience
that Virtuoso advisors can provide to our
clients. There are four exclusive dressing
rooms in the Prestige Lounge and a personal
stylist who will preplan your visit and follow
up afterward.
REMEMBERING MUGLER To keep with the day’s
fashion focus, we visited the Musée des Arts

Décoratifs with a private docent (highly recommended), who truly brought the exhibit
on Thierry Mugler to life. It’s open through
April 24. If you’re in Paris, don’t miss it.
COUNTRY LIVING Just over an hour west of

Paris is Domaine de Primard, a newly
opened, 39-room eighteenth-century estate. Its proximity to Paris makes it an easy
addition to any itinerary. The house itself
feels French and homey, but it’s also impeccably well appointed, from the custom Gien
china and Pierre Frey fabrics to the art and
photography handpicked for each room.

(PRIMARD AND L’ORANGERIE) SARAH ATTAWAY, (PARIS IN THE SPRING) ENCRIER/GETTY IMAGES

Parisian explorations and a cozy and chic country getaway.

ALL-SEASON APPEAL Primard changes with the
seasons. It was rainy when we visited, which
made the house cozier – great weather for
visiting the Susanne Kaufmann spa. In the
spring and summer, the gardens will be in
bloom, and guests can bike around the property and lounge by the pool.
SUITE TO BOOK Request the Signature Suite,
with large windows looking out to the Eure
River behind the house and the surrounding
gardens. I preferred being in the main manor
house, La Maison sur l’Eure (rooms are
scattered among La Maison sur l’Eure, La
Maison du Lac, La Maison du Verger with its
two restaurants, and the Barn), and enjoying
a glass of wine before dinner by the living
room fireplace.
COUNTRY CASUAL Primard is a country estate,
so there’s no reason to get very dressed
up. I forgot outdoor shoes, but luckily the
property has a room full of rain boots for
guest use.

SOAK IT
IN

Discover the good life in Monterey County. With stunning five-star
accommodations and one-of-a-kind experiences, Monterey County
has an elevated side that can be tailor-made just for you. When
you visit Monterey, you’re in a whole new world of luxury.

INTRODUCING
A BOLD NEW VISION
FOR OCEAN TRAVEL

Explora Journeys combines centuries-old seafaring
experience with superlative European refinement
to deliver enriching ocean journeys that inspire
exploration in all its forms.
Designed in partnership with the world’s foremost
superyacht specialists, EXPLORA I – the first of four ships
in the Explora Journeys fleet – sets sail in May 2023.

For more details, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

OM
HIDE IN PLAIN SIGHT
gives travelers like you the added conﬁdence to
x

A k
p
c

g

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company or Jefferson Insurance Company. AGA Service Company is the
licensed producer and administrator of these plans. Plans include insurance benefits and assistance services. Contact AGA Service Company at 800-284- 8300 or
9950 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233 or customerservice@allianzassistance.com.

Passport

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
STYLE

NITISH WAILA/GETTY IMAGES

Higher
Calling
Take a step toward enlightenment on the Trans Bhutan
Trail. Until 60 years ago,
Buddhist pilgrims bound for
sacred temples in Bhutan and
Tibet followed this 250-mile
route connecting mountain
fortresses, or dzongs, through
the remote eastern Himalaya.
Established in the sixteenth
century and outmoded in the
1960s with the construction
of a highway, the trail reopens
this spring after a two-year
restoration of its stairways,
bridges, and footpaths, historically used by trail-running
couriers known as Garps.
The sole operator chosen
to guide groups along the
trail, G Adventures kicks off
tours with an 11-day off-thebeaten-path trek through
Himalayan villages. Up to 15
travelers will hike the peakframed route, stopping at
stupas and dzongs, lunching
at farmhouses, and sleeping
largely in prearranged tents.
A 12-day option favors hotels
and homestays, and both
save a visit to the cliff-clinging
Paro Taktsang, better known
as Tiger’s Nest Monastery,
for last. Departures: Multiple
dates, May 15 through October
2; from $3,149.

Bhutan’s seventeenth-century
Punakha Dzong, one of many highlights on the Trans Bhutan Trail.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY:

Joel Centano, Elaine Glusac,
and Bethanne Patrick
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Elevated Switzerland

Lofty endeavor: Switzerland’s Path of the Dragon.

FIDO FRIENDLY With a new outdoor dog park and pet-themed murals throughout terminals, Nashville International Airport recently became the first airport to earn pet-friendly certification from Mars Petcare’s Better Cities for Pets program.
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(WALKWAY) FLIMS LAAX FALERA/PHILIPP RUGGLI

Switzerland’s treetop walkway, Senda dil Dragun (Path of the Dragon), snakes nearly a mile along a canopyheight bridge connecting the villages of Laax Murschetg and Laax Dorf in the alpine Graubünden region.
Debuting last summer, just as travel halted during Covid’s Delta surge, the attraction welcomes visitors with
augmented-reality content devoted to animals, plants, geology, and more. For unplugged strollers, the
pathway offers panoramic views and elevated forest bathing.

Norwegian Fjords

Explore the World
Like Never Before

Discover a fleet capable of navigating Norway’s meandering fjords, sailing up the Chao Phraya River to Bangkok’s
doorstep, and delivering you to the heart of Amalfi, Italy. The newest addition to our fleet- Azamara OnwardSM is perfectly
sized to cross oceans, sail into intimate rivers, cruise along scenic waterways, and dock at marquee ports as well as lesscrowded locations. With over half of these itineraries being Country-IntensiveSM Voyages, Azamara Onward makes it
easy to experience a single country’s iconic destinations as well as its hidden gems — especially with longer stays and
more overnights at ports. Book early and earn 20% off your fare and a complimentary Experience More Essentials
Package, including a $300 onboard credit, unlimited WiFi service for one device, and Premium Beverage Package for two
guests. Take advantage of this offer when you book a Veranda stateroom or Suite on voyages between March 23, 2023
and April 3, 2024. On top of that, Virtuoso members can also book selected 2023 voyages and enjoy the benefit of a
knowledgeable host, an invitation to a private cocktail reception, and an exclusive excursion. Whether it’s shoreside or
at sea, Azamara experiences open the door to deeper connections between you, a place, and its people.

TO BOOK YOUR VOYAGE, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
*Early Booking Bonus (Offer): For select sailings departing March 23, 2023–November 14, 2023, offer applies to new bookings created before August 31, 2022 (“Offer Period”). For select sailings departing November 18,
2023 – April 3, 2024, Offer applies to new bookings created before December 31, 2022. Offer provides 20% off cruise fares of all stateroom categories. Offer also provides a complimentary Experience More Essentials
Package (inclusive of $300 USD Shore Excursion Onboard Credit [OBC], Unlimited WiFi for one device, and a Premium Beverage Package for Two) per stateroom, for guests booked in Veranda and Suite stateroom categories.
The Shore Excursion OBC portion of the Experience More Essentials Package will be applied to the booking as an individual component, with the option to spend pre-cruise. The balance of any pre-cruise spend of Shore
Excursion OBC, will be reconciled once onboard. Experience More Essentials Packages have no cash value, are not redeemable for cash, and are not transferable. Limit one Offer per stateroom. All other charges, including,
but not limited to, cruise taxes, fees, and port expenses, are additional and apply to all guests. Offer is combinable with Back to Back Benefits, onboard booking savings and Azamara Circle Quarterly Savings, National Account
Hosted and Amenity Programs, and one other OBC or value add. Unless stated otherwise, offer is not combinable with any other offer or promotion, including, but not limited to, Last Minute Voyages, Closed User Rates,
Employee Rates, Interline Rates, Travel Agent Rates, and Net Rates. Offer is not applicable to 3rd and 4th guests in a stateroom. Offer is not applicable to incentive or contracted groups. After the Offer Period, the offer will be
removed from the booking if the guest cancels and reinstates the booking, applies a fare change, or changes the ship or sail date of the booking, even if sailing date is within the sailing periodnhighlighted above; certain other
changes to the booking may also result in removal of the offer. Offer is subject to availability and change without notice and may be withdrawn at any time. Single occupancy guests paying 200% cruise fare are eligible for the
full amount of the offer; single occupancy guests paying less than 200% cruise fare are eligible for a prorated amount of the offer. This offer is applicable to U.S., Canada, and select global markets only. Refer to Azamara.com/
bookearly and the Cruise Ticket Contract for additional terms and conditions. ©2022 Azamara. Ships registered in Malta.
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BOTTLE
SERVICE
Herschel Supply Co ’
C

E

E

5 22
Backpacks from $70;
duffels, $100, herschel.com.

Sustainably
Suited
Putting sizzle in sustainability,
Swiminista crafts its sexy
swimsuits from fabric made from
millions of ocean-polluting plastic
bottles. The line’s new collection,
in classic black and tropical prints,
includes Christian Lacroix’s
Peaceful Onepiece collaboration
(above), a high-cut 1990s
throwback with open circles
on the sides. $87 to $198,
swiminista.com.

LOVE THE
LONG HAUL
U
Kailu Silk’’

T

$165, kailusilk.com.
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Smart Bag Tag
Bellroy’s Leather Sleeve for AirTag
discreetly secures Apple’s tracking device to bags with a key ring or lanyard
to keep tabs on when they’ll arrive on
luggage carousels – or where they are
if things go awry. $35, bellroy.com.

W I N D YA C H T S

S TA R P L U S YA C H T S

M O N E MVA S I A . T R A PA N I. T H E C O R I N T H C A N A L .
Small-port European destinations few truly know, and fewer still have visited. Discover them in a way only a Windstar
cruise can offer: Small, uncrowded sailing or all-suite yachts serving just 148 to 342 guests, guided by a welcoming crew;
unique shore excursions from local perspectives; and Cruise Only and All-Inclusive fare options to suit your style.
It’s a cruise experience that’s 180 degrees from ordinary.
Contact your professional Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for All-Inclusive pricing and exclusive amenities.

Passport
BOOKS

Carry-On
Companions



FRENCH BRAID

BY ANNE TYLER (Alfred A. Knopf)

The titular hairstyle involves three sections of hair
woven to form a tight pattern, and that’s how Tyler
structures her 21st novel. Alice, Lily, and David grow up
in 1950s Baltimore with parents so mismatched that
their mother, Mercy, moves to her painting studio once
the kids leave home. Her decision has future implications for the kids and their father, Robin, who struggle
with feelings of abandonment. From a present-day
vignette to Mercy’s decamping and Robin’s attempt at
a reunion, the strands of Tyler’s latest form a touching
portrait of family change.



THE RESTING PLACE

BY CAMILLA STEN (Minotaur Books)



WHEN WE FELL APART

BY SOON WILEY (Dutton)

When Min discovers his girlfriend, Yu-jin, has
died by suicide, he’s puzzled: She had everything going for her in Seoul, from good looks
to a great education. As a biracial American
transplant, Min feels like an outsider, but
he strives to untangle Yu-jin’s secrets. The
more he finds out about her father, a government official, and about her self-destructive
roommate, the more dangerous things become, and the less sure Min is about Yu-jin’s
identity – let alone his own.
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Sten’s 2021 debut, The Last Village, introduced a new
feminist voice in Scandi-noir fiction, and her latest
thriller proves just as pulse elevating. Protagonist
Eleanor suffers from prosopagnosia, or face blindness, which makes her unable to recognize faces,
even familiar ones – thus, when she witnesses her
grandmother’s murder, she can’t describe the killer to
authorities. Worse, Eleanor inherits the house in which
the murder took place, and it’s filled with other unsettling family secrets. Suspense builds as each revelation brings her closer to identifying the murderer or
results in a far darker turn.



YOUNG MUNGO

BY DOUGLAS STUART (Grove Press)

Protestant Mungo and Catholic James are born and
meet in Glasgow, falling into friendship, then love
through meetings in a dovecote. This gay Romeo and
Juliet saga has difficulties, of course – chief among
them Mungo’s gang-leader brother Hamish and
a horrible country weekend orchestrated by their
mother. Stuart’s follow-up to his Booker Prize-winning
debut, Shuggie Bain, builds on authentic portrayals
of working-class Scots, complete with their fears and
flaws, but also with their beauty, love, and strength.

CELEBRITY
BEYOND
SM

MORE SPACE. MORE LUXURY. MORE CONNECTED.
Welcome to a place where you can experience all the things you’ve been missing for
so long. Only now, those things are even better than you’ve imagined. This is a place
where the possibilities are as endless as the views. Where you can disconnect entirely
while you reconnect with each other—and the world. This place is Celebrity BeyondSM.
The third ship in our revolutionary Edge® Series takes our innovative outward-facing
design further than ever, creating an even closer connection between you, the sea,
and every exciting place on the horizon. Unwind in expanded open-air spaces.
Savor fine dining that rivals anything you’d find on land. And discover even more
ways to relax and renew.

ICONIC
EDGE SERIES
EXPERIENCES
While Celebrity BeyondSM is designed to redefine luxury travel again, it wouldn’t
be complete without the visionary spaces that make our Edge® Series ships
destinations in themselves. In fact, Time magazine named Celebrity Edge®
one of the “World’s Greatest Places” of 2019.
Soar above the open sea on the cantilevered Magic Carpet. Surrender
to the unexpected pleasures of the Rooftop Garden. Discover the multi-sensory
wonders of our ever-evolving Eden. Get a taste of the good life at the Grand Plaza.
Discover new ways to look and feel your best at The Spa. All this and more make
Celebrity Beyond the world’s newest greatest place.

RESORT DECK
Celebrity Beyond’s stunningly redesigned main pool
area will make you feel like you’ve arrived at one of
the world’s best resorts. But what other resort offers
views like these? The larger outward-facing pool deck
means you never have to take your eyes off the ocean
while you replenish your vitamin D levels and restore
your sanity in this asymmetrical, terraced oasis. Kelly
Hoppen’s brand-new design, combined with the
creativity of architect Tom Wright, make the main pool
the ultimate sun-soaked destination.
Float the day away in the 25-yard lap pool, complete
with in-pool loungers. Relax above it all in a signature
Edge® Series wonder—our two-story, martini glassshaped hot tubs. Get social with friends under the
sun at the new sunken circular seating areas. Hide
away in one of our eight newly redesigned Cabanas,
now elevated slightly above the pool deck and
repositioned to give you an even better perspective.

MAGIC CARPET
No rush can compete with the endless views 13 stories
above the sea on our cantilevered Magic Carpet®.
First, you might wonder how we made the impossible
possible, but then, you’ll simply surrender to the
feeling of floating across the endless horizon as you
drink, dine, or simply relax. But the Magic Carpet
isn’t just one magical venue—it’s several—and each
transformation it undergoes brings an entirely new
way to experience this amazing place.

THE RETREAT
A place so exclusive it has no address, The Retreat®
is the ultimate luxury vacation experience. Every
guest not only enjoys stunning suite accommodations
but also private dining, an exclusive lounge and
sundeck, and a long lineup of services and amenities.
Kelly Hoppen enhances this already unrivaled
resort-within-a-resort with stunningly reimagined
spaces that are now brought together in one area.

To give you more space to relax in the ocean air,
The Retreat Sundeck now offers you two levels
of outdoor bliss. Kick back poolside with a cocktail
delivered by a dedicated attendant. We’ve even
added a second hot tub, so you have more room
for a soothing soak. Escape to a secluded cabana
or one of Kelly Hoppen’s chic new seating areas
with a calming Zen garden vibe. Make new friends
over drinks at The Retreat Bar.

Bon Voyage

First Looks
Three Virtuoso travel advisors report on their most recent ship previews.

STRIKE A CHORD

Virgin Voyages’
Scarlet Lady
First impressions of the
2,770-passenger Scarlet
Lady: With no kids allowed,
I loved its 18-and-older “come
as you are” casual vibe – for
both passengers and crew –
as well as its restaurants and
bars that wouldn’t feel out
of place in London, New York,
or Miami.
If this ship were a celebrity,
it would be: Rihanna – young,
talented, edgy, bold, brash,
and beautiful.

From top: The
Dock House
bar and the
2,147-squarefoot RockStar
Massive Suite’s
living room.

Who’s it for? Open-minded
adults who like to detox and
re-tox with great wellness
programs and imaginative
meals and cocktails, and who
also appreciate avant-garde
entertainment – a fast-paced
acrobatic show inspired by
Romeo and Juliet, for example,
or the one-woman Never Sleep
Alone cabaret show from the
ship’s resident sexologist.
One dish to write home
about: How about one tasting
menu? The Test Kitchen’s
vegetarian tasting menu is
beautifully presented and
wonderfully executed, and
can be paired with wine, beer,
cocktail, or mocktail flights.
Happy-hour hot spot: The
outdoor terrace near The
Dock House, overlooking the
ship’s wake, for craft cocktails served with mezze and
grilled bites.
Staterooms that deliver
the most bang for the buck:
XL Sea Terraces. Worth the
upgrade for a bit more space,
your own hammock, and access to almost everything on
the ship.
… and ones for a splurgeworthy occasion: There are
quite a few options in the
RockStar Suite category. They
come in different sizes and locations, but all have access to
Richard’s Rooftop sundeck on
the ship and a private beachclub area on Bimini.
– Rob Clabbers, Chicago
Scarlet Lady sails five- to
seven-day Caribbean itineraries
round-trip from Miami.
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TOP OF THE FLEET

Celebrity Cruises’
Celebrity Apex

First impressions of the 2,910passenger Celebrity Apex:
The Retreat, its separate area
for suite guests, is a ship within
a ship. Throughout Apex, the
decor is so fun and yet so classy
– you take photos of everything
from the artwork to the chairs
(which also look like artwork).
The ship is like nothing I’ve
experienced in my 76 cruises.
If this ship were a celebrity, it
would be: Sophia Loren – sleek
and beautiful.
Who’s it for? I’ll recommend
it to clients who sail on Regent
and Silversea and reserve them
a suite in The Retreat.

From left: Iconic Suite
views and and The
Retreat’s sundeck.

One dish to write home
about: The entire Le Petit Chef
meal at Le Grand Bistro, in

which the table comes to life
with 3D animated chefs who
prepare each course before the
diners. When the dish is complete, the animation stops and
servers appear with the real
dish. I’m still showing friends
my photos and videos.
Happy-hour hot spot: Eden,
for one of its delicious cocktails made with apple puree
and spices, served in appleshaped crystal glasses with a
crystal straw. I loved its plants
and hanging baskets, and the
ocean views.
Most pleasant surprise: The
nightly entertainment was
much better than I expected,
especially Crystalize, an energetic acrobat- and contortionist-filled show set before the

theater’s 20-by-110-foot 4K
LED screen.
Stateroom that delivers
the most bang for the buck:
Celebrity now offers all-inclusive
cruises with beverages, Wi-Fi,
and gratuities in all categories,
but I’d still upgrade to a Sky Suite,
as they’re part of The Retreat.
… and one for a splurgeworthy occasion: The
1,892-square-foot (plus a
689-square-foot veranda)
Iconic Suite, a two-bedroom,
two-bath oasis with floor-toceiling windows.
– Tina Vitolo-Kester,
Gig Harbor, Washington
Celebrity Apex cruises Iceland
and northern Europe on 8- to 15day sailings this summer.
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NORTHERN EXPOSURE

Viking’s Viking Venus

From top:
Evening in
the Explorers’
Lounge and an
Explorer Suite.

First impressions of the
930-passenger Viking Venus:
I loved its clean lines. There
are many cozy, quiet nooks
on board where you can relax
while enjoying the views.
If this ship were a celebrity,
it would be: Ingrid Bergman –
beautiful and Scandinavian.
Who’s it for? Cruisers who
love to learn new things, want
excellent food and service,
and who appreciate a complimentary shore excursion in
each port.
One dish to write home
about: The beef Wellington –
it was the best meal of my
life. I’m still thinking about it
months later.
Happy-hour hot spot:
Definitely the Explorers’
Lounge. The views and service
were amazing, not to mention
the cocktails.

Most pleasant surprise: The
crew delivered the best service
I’ve received anywhere. In the
restaurants, servers knew our
names and genuinely seemed
very happy.
For quiet time with a good
book, head to: The upper
level of the Explorers’ Lounge,
which feels like you’re in a
beautiful living room with
incredible ocean views. (Don’t
tell anyone; I was usually the
only person there!)
Stateroom that delivers the
most bang for the buck: I
chose a Veranda Stateroom,
the least expensive category
on the ship. Loved it! It was
spacious and had a balcony
and a roomy bathroom.
… and one for a splurgeworthy occasion: An Explorer
Suite. Located on the bow
and the stern, these roughly
1,000-square-foot beauties
have wraparound verandas
with 270-degree views and
floor-to-ceiling windows –
plus separate sleeping and
sitting rooms. Some of my
clients recently cruised in one
and they raved about it.
– Molly Reidel, Cincinnati
Viking Venus sails 8- to 15-day
voyages in northern Europe
through September, rounding
out the year in the Med.
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ADVERTISEMENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH VISIT LAUDERDALE

TAKE A SHINE TO FORT LAUDERDALE
From lush city parks to superyacht cruising and sportfishing,
the South Florida destination is all about fun in the sun.
Laced with a web of canals and rivers

Boat Show (October 26 through 30 this

you’re bound to find locals casting into

that stretch from the edge of the Ev-

year). As the world’s largest in-water boat

the surf. Lakes and canals teem with

erglades all the way to Atlantic Ocean

show, the gathering draws an impressive

largemouth and peacock bass, bluegills,

breakers, Fort Lauderdale serves up a

lineup of yachts, the latest water toys,

clown knifefish, and other species.

natural playground with water at every

and their owners for parties and outings.

turn. As the “Yachting Capital of the

Year-round, visitors can charter yachts or

PARK IT HERE

World,” Greater Fort Lauderdale is home

cabin cruisers to explore the surrounding

Numerous state parks protect largely

to more than 50,000 registered yachts,

waterways or hop the Fort Lauderdale

undeveloped beaches within minutes

as well as eight cruise lines that set sail

Water Taxi to make the most of the bou-

of the city. Just north of downtown Fort

from Port Everglades. Along more than

tiques and restaurants around Las Olas

Lauderdale, Hugh Taylor Birch State

300 miles of inland waterways here,

Boulevard and Riverwalk.

Park lies between the Intracoastal Wa-

you’re just as likely to cross wakes with

terway and the Atlantic Ocean; gopher

helicopter-equipped yachts as you are

FISH ON!

tortoises dwell in its scrub, and you

with a family on SUPs.

Anglers know Fort Lauderdale as one

can access a pristine beach through

of Florida’s top spots to head offshore

a pedestrian tunnel under A1A. Head

DOCKSIDER DRESS CODE

for mahi-mahi, wahoo, grouper, and

south to Hollywood to explore estuar-

Come autumn, Fort Lauderdale’s many

snapper all year long. Seasonal species

ies at West Lake Park and rent a kayak

marinas, meticulously landscaped and

such as sailfish, marlin, and swordfish

or paddleboard for quiet bird-watching

mansion-lined finger islands, and yacht-

lure sportfishers from around the world

and to discover more of the wildlife and

filled canals provide the backdrop for

too – and you needn’t board a boat to

nature that make this stretch of coast

the annual Fort Lauderdale International

get hooked. Walk out on any pier and

one of Florida’s favorite playgrounds.

Clockwise from left: Fort Lauderdale Beach, the daily catch, and the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show.

Suite Talk
Night-light:
The Connaught’s
Red Room.

Rosy Affair
Connaught hotel owner Paddy
McKillen curated works by major
female artists – all in hues of red –
to set a sultry tone for the new
Red Room bar. The salon resides
behind velvet curtains, theatrically parted to reveal pieces by
Louise Bourgeois and Jenny
Holzer alongside those of newer
artists. A companion to the 122room London hotel’s celebrated
Connaught Bar, the Red Room
specializes in cocktails featuring
wines – especially reds – from
the 30,000-bottle cellar. Doubles
from $837, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.

TIE ONE ON
Start each day with a blissed-out vacation vibe in Four Seasons’
new kimono-style sleeveless robes. Crafted from Italian wool, they
have two pockets and a tone-on-tone embroidered Four Seasons
tree logo for effortlessly chic lounging. Children’s sizes, $499; adult
sizes, $699, shop.fourseasons.com.
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THE BEST WAY TO EXPERIENCE
ALASKA IS WITH NORWEGIAN
Book an unforgettable Alaska cruise in 2022 with Norwegian Cruise Line
It’s time to get away to a place where you can finally be free. Free to zoom past majestic blue-lit glaciers
on the only race tracks at sea—no meeting request required. Free to dine out, like way out, beside
the sea and under the stars on The Waterfront, our quarter-mile oceanfront promenade. And free to
explore authentic Native American culture and unique wildlife in untouched Icy Strait Point. With five
award-winning ships offering diverse 2022 itineraries, you can take your vacation from awe to awesome
with Norwegian Cruise Line.

©2022 NCL Corporation Ltd. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas and USA. 299484 1/22
*70% Off second guest but the promotion will be reflected as 35% off the price of the cruise fare for all guests booked in the stateroom. Take
All value based on 7-day cruise for Two. 20% Gratuities Apply on: Free Open Bar, Free Specialty Dining, Free Extra Guests on select cruises.
Restrictions apply. See full terms and conditions for offer end dates at ncl.com/fasoffer. Some exclusions apply.

Suite Talk

Four Seasons Hualalai’s
Makaloa Villa and (below)
a Stanly Ranch guest room.

Island Upgrades
Hawaii Island’s 243-room Four Seasons Resort Hualalai expanded its top three villas with second levels and private
plunge pools as part of its property-wide $100 million renovation. The primary bedroom in the beachfront, four-bedroom Hawaii Loa Presidential Villa claims the entire upper floor, providing unobstructed views of the migratory path
of humpback whales. The secluded five-bedroom, family-friendly Makaloa Villa gained spacious lanais for lounging
and dining on the upper and ground levels, as well as a pool, daybed swing, and firepit. Guests of the three-bedroom
Ho’onanea Villa can dine and lounge on both levels of the house and cool off in its new lava-rock outdoor shower. Villas from $13,196 to $24,295 (five-night minimum stay), including round-trip airport transfers, packing and unpacking
services, breakfast and a $500 dining credit daily, and numerous complimentary resort activities.

DIVE IN The new PADI center at Mexico’s 122-room Montage Los Cabos offers beginner and advanced scuba certification
courses, as well as dive trips along the Baja California coast from Cabo Pulmo to Gordo Banks. Doubles from $1,275, including
breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit. Scuba certification courses, $1,090 to $1,595. (For a firsthand report on diving around
Los Cabos, turn to page 68.)

THE TOAST OF NAPA
Farmhouse-inspired villas and streamlined cottages with solar-paneled roofs create
a guest village amid 700 vine-planted acres at Auberge Resorts’ new Stanly Ranch,
opening this spring in southern Napa Valley. Most of the 135 suites reside in freestanding cottages with outdoor terraces, firepits, and views of the Mayacamas Mountains.
From the grab-and-go picnics at Gavel to meals at the restaurant, Bear, dining showcases local growers, while Halehouse spa brings in wellness-focused visiting therapists
and coaches. On-property, guests can take vineyard tours and sign up for hilltop yoga,
but the ranch distills the best of the region in outings to harvest oysters in Tomales
Bay, bike with a pro cyclist, or flight-see in a vintage World War II plane. Doubles from
$1,259, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.
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FEEL FREE TO DISCOVER THE
TREASURES OF EUROPE
Unpack once and wake up to a new European city nearly every day with Norwegian, voted Europe’s Leading Cruise Line
14 years in a row by World Travel Awards. Envision the ancient battles that once took place as you enter the Colosseum in
Rome. Sit down – or dance around – at a Santorini restaurant and enjoy traditional Greek cuisine, wine and music. And with
your overnight stay in St. Petersburg, you can take in the vivid onion domes atop churches, explore the immense Hermitage
Museum and spend an evening at the Russian Ballet. Whichever European cruise you choose, you’ll experience the best of
both worlds on shore and on board our award-winning ships.

©2022 NCL Corporation Ltd. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas and USA. 1/22
*70% Off second guest but the promotion will be reflected as 35% off the price of the cruise fare for all guests booked in the stateroom. Take
All value based on 7-day cruise for Two. 20% Gratuities Apply on: Free Open Bar, Free Specialty Dining, Free Extra Guests on select cruises.
Restrictions apply. See full terms and conditions for offer end dates at ncl.com/fasoffer. Some exclusions apply.

UNR IVALED
SPACE AT SEA™
The luxury of personal space is central to the promise of An Unrivaled Experience®
with Regent Seven Seas Cruises®. It provides the extravagant freedom guests need to
explore and relax to the fullest. As the preeminent luxury cruise line on the ocean, we pride
ourselves in offering some of the largest balconies and most spacious suites at sea. Our wide
range of specialty restaurants, al fresco and in-suite dining options, exquisite lounges, bars
and expansive spaces are perfect to rest and celebrate in, knowing there is never a queue
or a crowd and that every detail is taken care of and every amenity is included.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO BOOK YOUR REGENT EXPERIENCE TODAY!

F
*V

,

RSSC.com/HealthSafetyProtocols

EVERY

LUXURY
INCLUDED

Sustainable Travel

Floriade

Flower-Bombing the Future
What will the city of the future look like? Perhaps a lot like Almere – the Netherlands’ youngest metropolis, flush with biking
paths and natural elements, and host of Floriade Expo 2022. From April 14 through October 9, the nation’s once-every-decade,
six-month-long horticultural exhibition explores the theme of “Growing Green Cities.” Visitors can tour its vast flower gardens,
pavilions representing 30 different countries, and an arboretum filled with 2,500 trees. Urban-centric exhibits will focus on
renewable energy, sustainable food production, and how a clean environment promotes good health. Virtuoso advisors can arrange a six-hour VIP Floriade visit through on-site tour connection The Dutch Travel Advisor. The outing includes a private car,
driver, and guide, along with a ride in the expo’s cable car and lunch in a secluded location. From $1,907 for two.

STATUS MOVES
Being green garners added benefits for members of Qantas’ frequent-flyer program. The airline’s first-of-its-kind Green-tier status now
rewards members for living sustainably, at home and when traveling. Those who achieve the standing, attained by completing five qualifying eco-activities each year (walking to work, installing solar panels, and staying at environmentally friendly hotels, for instance), earn
points or status credits toward benefits such as flight upgrades and lounge access. When the program launches, members may also
opt to have Qantas purchase carbon offsets and sustainable aviation fuel on their behalf.
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LANDMARK SAILING
“Climate – the changing climate – affects everything we care about: our
health, our security, our economy, our very existence,” says marine
biologist, oceanographer, and conservationist Sylvia Earle, aka the
“mother of the world’s oceans.” But if we don’t act promptly, she adds,
“opportunities that are now possible will be lost.” Cue Aurora Expeditions’ February 2023 Antarctic Climate Expedition, a 12-day sailing
aboard the aptly named Sylvia Earle, where a brain trust of conscientious cruisers, scientists, economists, business leaders, and environmentalists will join Earle to help the planet “move to a time of recovery,
and find an enduring place for ourselves within the natural systems
that shape the Earth.” Look for exhibitions, a documentary, and future
climate-summit cruises to follow, though the sailing’s primary goal
is more profound: Expedition members will develop 23 resolutions
meant to decrease global emissions to net zero by 2050.

GO Although the Antarctic
Climate Expedition sailing is
fully booked (there is a wait
list), travelers can follow its
path on Aurora Expeditions’
Antarctica sailings from Santiago to Punta Arenas, Chile,
aboard the 132-passenger Greg
Mortimer. Cruisers can partake
in the line’s hands-on science
program – led by scientists,
naturalists, and researchers – to
learn how everyone can help
contribute to saving our planet.
Departures: February 4 and 28,
2023; from $10,876.

The Landing from
above and (inset)
its five-suite Cooper Residence.

Winning Numbers
Located in the Bay of Islands, The Landing recently became New Zealand’s first luxury lodge to achieve Toitu Envirocare’s carbonzero
certification, and for good reason: Over the past 20 years, it has planted some 1.2 million trees and plants across its 1,000-acre spread,
creating a carbon sink that absorbs more than three times as much carbon as the lodge produces. Travelers can let the numbers sink in
while touring adjoining Maori cultural sites, taking nighttime treks to spy one of New Zealand’s densest populations of vulnerable North
Island brown kiwis, sipping sustainably made syrahs in the lodge’s vineyard and winery, or simply taking in sublime coastal views from
one of just four eco-friendly residences. Doubles from $4,576, including a $100 lodge credit; private-chef-prepared breakfast, lunch or
picnic, and dinner daily; a winetasting; and cultural, vineyard, boat, and kiwi tours.
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Blanket Statements

ROUTE AUSE
Southwest Portugal’s Rota Vicentina, a 280-mile trail network
wending through small villages and fishing harbors, follows anything
but the beaten path. Local authorities also direct trekkers away from
vulnerable coastal ecosystems and work to spread tourism dollars
throughout the entire route, a growing imperative given the financial
toll the pandemic has taken on remote communities, says Intrepid
Travel’s environmental impact specialist, Susanne Etti. Travelers can
join the cause on the tour provider’s new eight-day, small-group journey highlighting Rota Vicentina’s Fishermen’s Trail. The trip is
designed to minimize carbon footprints and support small hotels
and restaurants from Porto Côvo to Sagres. Additional,
similarly themed tours in Intrepid Travel’s new Great
Walks of Europe collection include Spain’s Camino
de Santiago and Turkey’s Lycian Way. Departures:
Multiple dates, April 16 through October 1; from $2,110.
PORTUGAL

Along the way: Pedralva
village in Aljezur on
Portugal’s Algarve coast.
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The future of
Arctic exploration
is here

The new, fully stabilized National Geographic Endurance and National Geographic Resolution combine
expedition excellence with elegance, enabling adventurous guests to comfortably go where few have or
can. Join our expert team of photographers, naturalists, underwater specialists and historians for a thrilling
discovery of the arctic – from towering Scandinavian fjords to Greenland’s iceberg-studded waters.
Experience ancient cultures, incredible ice formations and stunning encounters with diverse wildlife—
including polar bears, whales and puffins—on 18 unique expeditions.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information
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VIRTUOSO

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

PROVIDENCIALES, TURKS AND CAICOS

PROVIDENCIALES, TURKS AND CAICOS

Burj Al Arab
Jumeirah

The Shore Club
Turks and Caicos

The Palms
Turks and Caicos

Experience an unforgettable
stay at Dubai’s most iconic
hotel, as you bask in the
warm Arabian sunshine.

Soak up breathtaking
views at your retreat on the
shimmering sands of
secluded Long Bay Beach.

This all-suite resort spans 12
acres of sugar-white sands,
lapped by the turquoise
waters of Grace Bay Beach.

Savor unparalleled flavors at seven
restaurants and indulge in Talise
Spa treatments. Duplex suites offer
world-class butler service and Hermès
amenities, plus unlimited entry to
Summersalt Beach Club and Wild
Wadi Waterpark™. Save up to 20
percent on suite bookings through
September 30, 2022.

Lounge among four pools, play
tennis and take a spin on a
complimentary bike. Enjoy playtime
among the waves with included use
of snorkeling equipment, sea kayaks,
paddleboards, and Hobie Cats.
Luxuriate and rejuvenate at Dune Spa.
Dine at the three restaurants, and
sample carefully crafted cocktails
at the three bars.

Take a dip in the state-of-the-art
infinity pool, and relax with
wellness treatments in the spa.
Browse among the upscale on-site
boutiques and Harmony Art Gallery.
Try water sports and the nighttime
bliss of moonbathing. Enjoy unique
fusion fare and an array of flexible
dining options.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: 50-minute
massage for two, once per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers once-in-a-lifetime
experiences and exclusive amenities you’ll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

RAS AL KHAIMAH,
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA

W
South Beach

InterContinental Ras Al
Khaimah Resort & Spa

Fairmont Miramar
Hotel & Bungalows

A vibrant experience awaits
at this newly renovated hotel
inspired by the dynamic
energy of Miami Beach.

Enjoy the hospitality of modern
Arabia and experience island
living amid the mountains,
desert, and sea.

Stroll on the Santa Monica
beach and sip cocktails
by the pool in the warm
California sunshine.

Redesigned guest rooms feature
expansive ocean views and spacious
balconies unlike any other hotel
in Miami. Unwind at AWAY Spa
and dine in two venues, including
the acclaimed Mr. Chow. Stay by
December 31, 2022, to enjoy 20
percent off for three nights or save
25 percent for four nights or more.

Lounge on a private beach by the
glistening waters of the Arabian Gulf.
Indulge in unique culinary experiences
at six restaurants, including Levant
Cuisine, with its 360-degree gulf views.
Get in your workout at the fitness
center, and relax afterward with a
spa treatment. For an ultra-luxury
“resort within a resort” experience,
reserve a private villa or Club
InterContinental suite.

Enjoy the resort’s sumptuous farmto-table fare alfresco on the beautiful
terrace. Get a relaxing massage at
the full-service spa or try an outdoor
fitness class. Stay three nights in an
ocean-view or higher-category room
between now and December 30,
2022, and receive a complimentary
fourth night.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food
and beverage or spa services credit
per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: $100 food
and beverage or spa services credit
per stay.

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES AT MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS WORLDWIDE.
Room upgrade, when available • Breakfast for two daily • Early check-in and late checkout,
when available • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Virtuoso amenity

VIRTUOSO

COZUMEL, MEXICO

PLAYA DEL CARMEN,
QUINTANA ROO, MEXICO

DORADO, PUERTO RICO

Presidente InterContinental
Cozumel Resort & Spa

Banyan Tree
Mayakoba

Dorado Beach,
a Ritz-Carlton Reserve

Soak up incredible ocean
views at this intimate, natural
island paradise with its own
private beach.

Savor Caribbean breezes
at this Asian-inspired
hideaway in the heart of
the Riviera Maya.

Discover the enchantment
of this secluded sanctuary
perfectly located on the
Caribbean coast of Puerto Rico.

Enjoy curated experiences for all ages
amid an arcadia of untouched nature.
Sample international culinary options
at 14 venues. Take a swing at the
PGA golf course, and refresh with
signature spa treatments. Stay between
now and December 15, 2022, and
receive up to 20 percent off the
best available rate.

Suites and villas include private
plunge pools and the discreet,
individualized service of a personal
Embajador, providing the ultimate
luxury ambience. Savor five-star
culinary experiences and play at two
TPC golf courses. Recharge with a
rejuvenating treatment by Manos
Santas at the majestic Forbes
Five-Star Spa Botanico.

Dive and snorkel along the world’s
second-largest coral reef system.
Experience the magic of Mayan
culture with a visit to Ikal Spa.
Swim in the outdoor pool and dine
at any of four venues. Through
December 23, 2022, enjoy a
complimentary fifth night with a
four-night stay or a double upgrade
for seven nights.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food
and beverage or spa services credit
per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 to $200
resort credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $150 resort
credit per stay.

This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso Preferred Hotels & Resorts offers once-in-a-lifetime
experiences and exclusive amenities you’ll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

CANNES, FRANCE

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

Waldorf Astoria
Beverly Hills

Hôtel Barrière
Le Majestic Cannes

The David Kempinski
Tel Aviv

Experience the California
lifestyle at this urban respite
tucked into the center of
Beverly Hills.

Disappear into a world
of effortless living at
this coveted haven in
sun-drenched Cannes.

Embrace the spirit of
the Mediterranean at this
brand-new urban beachside
retreat in Tel Aviv.

Spacious accommodations offer
state-of-the-art tech, private
balconies, and floor-to-ceiling
windows. Enjoy sweeping vistas of
the city skyline while taking a dip
in the rooftop pool. Refresh mind,
body, and soul with a La Prairie
wellness treatment. Savor fine dining
at Jean-Georges Beverly Hills.

Tempt your palate in nine indoor,
outdoor, and seaside dining venues.
After a dip in the outdoor pool, try
stand-up paddleboarding or snorkeling.
Join a yoga session and spoil yourself
with spa treatments. Let children
have fun in the kids’ club, while
parents relax and reconnect.

Personalized white-glove service,
sumptuous accommodations, and
sleek interiors are complemented by
expansive seascapes. Enjoy kosher
dining experiences, including the
Whiskey & Cigar Bar. After a busy
day of exploring wonders of the
ancient city, lounge poolside or
indulge in a wellness treatment.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 hotel
credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: Choice of
sun lounge access at the private
beach club or a EUR 85 food and
beverage credit.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food and
beverage credit per stay.

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES AT MORE THAN 1,400 TOP HOTELS AND RESORTS WORLDWIDE.
Room upgrade, when available • Breakfast for two daily • Early check-in and late checkout,
when available • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Virtuoso amenity

City to Go

Florence for Locals
Authentic Italy in and around the Tuscan
capital’s Oltrarno neighborhood.
BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEFANO TRIPODI

Clockwise from top left: Fashion-forward shopping
at Bjork, the Arno River and the city, and crafting
Italian-sourced cocktails at Manifattura.
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GO FOR The Tuscan capital
roared back to life last summer,
eagerly welcoming tourists to
its myriad museums, gardens,
and historic sights. This year,
the birthplace of the Renaissance remains on the radar with
an extraordinary art exhibition,
Donatello, The Renaissance,
which will span two of the city’s
premier museums, the Palazzo
Strozzi and Museo Nazionale
del Bargello, from March 19
through July 31. Those seeking
Florentine culture on a smaller
scale can follow locals strolling
through the Oltrarno, a vibrant
neighborhood on the south
side of the Arno River – the
name translates to “beyond
the Arno”– where narrow lanes
are packed with atmospheric
cafés and wine bars, trendy
boutiques, and antiques shops
brimming with treasures.

“Panificio” (“Bakery”). Inside,
the shelves are always filled with
biscotti, tempting cakes, glistening fruit tarts, and fresh loaves of
bread and focaccia. Arrive early
to sample seasonal specials,
such as soft raisin-rosemary
rolls stuffed with mortadella
and Brie-like Tuscan galaverna
cheese, or pizza topped with
prosciutto, figs, and walnuts.

EAT To find S.forno, a beloved
corner bakery in the Oltrarno,
look for the sign reading simply

On Piazza della Passera, one
of Oltrarno’s prettiest piazzas,
sits Gelateria della Passera, an

Bistecca alla Fiorentina, the very
thick, very rare T-bone steak
for which the city is known, is a
must for meat lovers in Florence. And with the opening of
Regina Bistecca, a restaurant
near the Duomo dedicated to
the specialty, diners can indulge
in a perfectly grilled Tuscan
Chianina bistecca in a plush
dining room that was previously
home to one of the city’s oldest
rare-book dealers.

Clockwise from left: Temptations at S.forno, Luca
Rafanelli in his workshop,
and Florentine steak at
Regina Bistecca.

artisanal gelato shop scooping
some of the neighborhood’s
tastiest flavors, from ricotta-andfig gelato to pomegranate sorbet.
DRINK “Made in Italy” is the driv-

ing ethos at Manifattura, a craft
cocktail bar on the Piazza di San
Pancrazio (on the north side of
the river), where every bottle
and ingredient on the menu is
Italian. Swing by for an earlyevening aperitivo, such as a classic Negroni mixed by bartenders
in crisp white jackets and ties.
Serving coffee in the morning and cocktails after dark,
Ditta Artigianale is a favorite
Oltrarno haunt at any time of
day. Go for a creamy cappuccino or an herbal gin and
tonic served Spanish-style in a
bulbous wine glass.
SHOP The Oltrarno is still home
to many antiques dealers, but
today fashionable boutiques
and art galleries have popped
up amid the pricy vintage finds.
At Bjork, browse the covetable
assortment of clothing, jewelry,
and magazines from niche
brands, such as Our Legacy and
Studio Nicholson.

A few blocks away, seek out the
spellbinding showroom of Luca
Rafanelli, an antiques dealer
and artist who can often be
found working in the back-room
studio, where he crafts beautiful
wood sculptures and installs
his oil paintings of bikes, red
umbrellas, and Tuscan trees in
antique frames.
STAY Guests arrive to pan-

oramic views of the Arno and
the medieval Ponte Vecchio at
the 37-room Portrait Firenze, a
sophisticated property owned
by the Ferragamo family, where
Italian heritage infuses every
well-considered detail. Doubles
from $625, including breakfast
daily and entrance for two to the
Salvatore Ferragamo Museum.
Steps from the Ponte Vecchio in
the Oltrarno, the 63-room Hotel
Lungarno is a destination for
Florentine food lovers, thanks to
Borgo San Jacopo, its Michelinstarred restaurant helmed by
chef Claudio Mengoni, known
for his refined riffs on Tuscan
cuisine. Doubles from $521,
including breakfast daily and
entrance for two to the Salvatore
Ferragamo Museum.
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Chill Factor
I scream, you scream, we all scream for gelato!
BY ADAM ERACE

Cone of plenty: Italy’s
sweet sight of spring.

54

V I RT U O S O L I F E

(GELATO CONE) STEFANO TRIPODI, (ROME) NICOLA FORENZA/GETTY IMAGES,
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ROWING UP IN THE SHADOW OF

Mount Etna in the 1970s, no month
seemed as sweet to Giovanna “Gio”
Musumeci as February, the season of
Carnevale. “For me, that was the moment of
celebration,” she says. “Not so much dressing in a mask, but knowing from then on I
would eat gelato.”
Her father, Santo Musumeci, ran a renowned eponymous pastry shop and gelateria in their medieval town of Randazzo on
Sicily’s east coast, where each year the approaching Carnevale festivities signaled it
was time to start making gelati and sorbetti
again. “I still remember a Carnevale party
when I was dressed as a fairy with spots of
chocolate and cream all over,” Musumeci
says. Now an apron has replaced the fairy
costume, and the spots of chocolate and
cream have been joined by tangerine juice,
wild mulberry puree, and pistachio paste.
She took over the shop from her father a
decade ago, taking her place not only in the
family business but also in what she calls the
“cultural heritage” of her country. “In Italy
we grow up eating sorbets and gelato,” she
says. “It belongs to our diet.”
Whether you’re visiting a cosmopolitan
city such as Milan, a fishing village with no

From top: Rome’s
Fountain of Neptune and a
gelateria’s daily lineup.
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“I don’t know if I made the best
choice ten years ago, but I know that
when I make gelato I am happy and
I make people happy.”

SNORKEL

IS

waiting

Contact your Virtuoso
Travel Advisor today to
book your small ship
adventure

internet in Calabria, or somewhere in between, you rarely need to venture far off the
main piazza to find gelato, the denser, typically eggless cousin of French and American
ice creams. It wasn’t always like that. Once,
only the wealthy who could afford ice storage – or servants to dash up the mountains
to fetch ice on demand – enjoyed the ancestors of this frozen treat. According to Bologna’s Carpigiani Gelato Museum, Cosimo
Ruggieri, astrologer and alchemist to the
French queen Catherine de’ Medici, invented
fior di latte gelato sometime in the mid1500s. Its dairy-free cousin, sorbetto, whose
origins lie in Sicily, dates to the first century ad,
when Moorish conquerors brought their
love for ice doused in syrups called shrb,
from which the words “sorbet” and “sherbet” are derived.
Gelati and sorbetti became widely available in the 1700s, and up until about 50 years
ago, according to Katie Parla, the Romebased author of Food of the Italian South
and The Joy of Pizza, they were made from
all-natural flavorings and ingredients you
could pronounce. Mass production changed
that. “Most shops use industrial bases because they’re way cheaper than sourcing
fresh fruit or using high-quality chocolate,”
she says. “But there has been a shift in the
last ten years and a greater demand for natural gelato.”
Rome, the gelato-consumption capital
of Italy, is the logical epicenter. You’ll find
Parla at ingredient-obsessed Otaleg! in
Trastevere, where Marco Radicioni’s scoops
include organic Madagascar vanilla gelato
and brittle-flecked almond sorbetto sweetened with acacia honey, Stefano Ferrara
GelatoLab (ricotta-and-fig, coconut-sugared vegan chocolate), and Gori Gelateria
Artigianale (port-poached pear, ginger).
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But the movement toward Slow Food-conscious gelati and sorbetti has expanded
countrywide. Down in Puglia, outside Ostuni, the most interesting flavors come not
from a gelateria, but the kitchen of Masseria Moroseta. There, chef and Something
Sweet author Giorgia Eugenia Goggi serenades guests with frozen poems of Apulian
terroir: wild fennel pollen, sheep’s yogurt,
and honey; vanilla-scented peach, plated
with pickled nectarines and hazelnut crumble; and vivid satsuma with saffron and
ginger, drenched in a chocolate and olive oil
ganache. Goggi considers gelato the best
way to end a meal – sometimes it’s better to
end lightly than with heavier sweet desserts.
Over the boot’s arch, down the toe, and
across the Strait of Messina, Musumeci
keeps her father’s tradition alive while
putting her own signature on the family pasticceria’s gelati and sorbetti. “I am
quite different from my father,” she says.
“I don’t have his wonderful palate and his
experience.” She describes her gelato as
less sweet than his, but made with an eye
toward sourcing the best seasonal ingredients. “In our shop, you’ll never find strawberry in December.”
Fortunately, the fertile volcanic soil that
makes Sicily the fruit bowl of Italy grows exquisite ingredients year-round, from fuchsia prickly pears and fat lemons to yellow
raspberries, Bronte pistachios, and electricorange tangerines – the last two of which
Musumeci spins into the shop’s famous Oro
Verde di Sicilia gelato, with a touch of candied toasted pistachios. “It’s all that this
wonderful land gives me every day,” she
says. “I don’t know if I made the best choice
ten years ago, but I know that when I make
gelato I am happy and I make people happy.”
Two scoops of that, per favore.

Masseria Moroseta’s
Apulian perch and
(right) persimmon and
bergamot sorbet.

Here’s the Scoop
GO Rome claims many of
Italy’s gustatory specialties,
and Family Twist’s culinary
tour of the city covers several,
including pizza bianca, supplì,
and of course, gelato. Any day
through 2022; from $622 for
up to six guests.
Intrepid Urban Adventures’
gourmet tour of Florence
winds its way through citycenter alleys in search of
truffles, salumi, and extravirgin olive oil, among other
delicacies. Travelers taste
some of the city’s best gelati
at the 83-year-old Perchè No!
The name translates to “Why
not!” – a great response
when maestro Ciro Cammilli offers another taste of
pomegranate or persimmon.
Any day through 2022; from
$152 for two.

For gelato fans who want
to go deeper, Virtuoso onsite Italian tour connection
IC Bellagio arranges behindthe-counter visits to Giolitti,
Rome’s legendary gelateria by
the Pantheon, where travelers
learn how the artisans have
made pistachio, fig, dark
chocolate, and other flavors
here since 1900. Any day
through 2022; from $1,035 for
up to ten guests.

TASTE When in Rome, don’t
miss Otaleg!, the ne plus ultra
of gelati and sorbetti in Trastevere, run by Marco Radicioni
with a Slow Food maven’s attention to ingredients.
Local (Calabrian licorice, Roman hazelnuts) and faraway
(Tahitian vanilla, Tanzanian
chocolate) ingredients flavor

scoops at the Eternal City’s
Stefano Ferrara GelatoLab,
which also churns out alternative-sugar, reduced-sugar, and
vegan options.
Brother and sister Enrico and
Francesca Gori’s unassuming
Gori Gelateria Artigianale
draws a line on warm days in
Rome’s Monte Sacro quarter.
Chef Giorgia Eugenia Goggi
forages Puglia’s countryside
and draws on her farmhouse
garden for the tasting menu
finale of gelati and sorbetti at
Masseria Moroseta.
Relationships with Sicilian
farmers are on display at
Gio Musumeci’s vintagelooking Santo Musumeci on
Randazzo’s central piazza, just
inland from Taormina.
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Did you KNOW?
VIKING TAKES YOU TO THE HEART OF THE PLACES YOU WANT TO EXPLORE

The size of our vessels—with just 930 guests—enables us to dock where mega-liners simply cannot.
From our prime, central berths in great cities like Venice, London, and Sydney, to seldom-visited ports like
Montenegro’s Kotor and Scotland’s Shetland Islands, enriching cultural discoveries are just a short walk
from our ships.
FEATURED OCEAN SAILINGS

ICONIC WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN

VIKING HOMELANDS

I C E L A N D ’ S N AT U R A L B E AU T Y

ROME TO BARCELONA

STOCKHOLM TO BERGEN

ROUNDTRIP REYKJAVÍK

8 DAYS • 5 TOURS • 5 COUNTRIES

15 DAYS • 11 TOURS • 8 COUNTRIES

8 DAYS • 6 TOURS • 1 COUNTRY

Ask about the latest offers from Viking by contacting
your Virtuoso travel advisor.

CST# 2052644-40

Did you KNOW?
VIKING INCLUDES AN ONSHORE EXCURSION IN EVERY PORT

Viking was founded to provide value to our guests. With inclusive cruises that offer all the things you
need—an excursion in every port; beer and wine with lunch and dinner; free Wi-Fi; all port taxes and fees;
bottled water; and many other amenities—you won’t be nickeled and dimed. We call it Viking Inclusive
Value; our guests call it delightful.
FEATURED RIVER SAILINGS

D A N U B E WA LT Z

G R A N D E U RO P E A N TO U R

R H I N E G E TAWAY

PASSAU TO BUDAPEST

BUDAPEST TO AMSTERDAM

BASEL TO AMSTERDAM

8 DAYS • 6 TOURS • 5 COUNTRIES

15 DAYS • 12 TOURS • 4 COUNTRIES

8 DAYS • 6 TOURS • 4 COUNTRIES

Ask about the latest offers from Viking by contacting
your Virtuoso travel advisor.

CST# 2052644-40

Seat at the Bar

Sunny outlook: Leon’s at Meads Bay at Malliouhana, Anguilla.

In Praise of the
Caribbean Beach Bar
How do we love these island oases?
Let us count the ways.
BY SARAH GREAVES-GABBADON
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B

EACH AND BAR. HAS THERE EVER BEEN A MORE PER-

fect pairing? Windex-blue water, sugar-fine sand, and a
carefree “What day is it, anyway?” vibe are the essential
ingredients at hundreds of watering holes across the Caribbean, spots responsible for thousands of lost afternoons and
twice as many wicked-but-worth-it hangovers.
I love a good beach bar, but let’s face it, they’re pretty easy
to love. With your toes in the sand and a drink in your hand, all
seems right with the world. That piña colada you wouldn’t dream

Fall in love with the world again on a season of over 150 voyages celebrating iconic destinations loved
throughout the globe. Bask in the sunshine of the Mediterranean, the Iberian coast, and the Caribbean.
Experience the beauty of Norwegian Fjords, Alaskan glaciers, and Icelandic geysers, or fall for the
enduring charms of Canada, New England, and The Baltics. The World Awaits.
Ic
7 nights w New York to London
Apr 30, 2023 w M311A

10 nights w Roundtrip Vancouver
Jun 20, 2023 w Q321

ritish Isles

14 nights w Roundtrip London
Jul 2, 2023 w V318

e:
w Up to $500 Bonus Onboard Credit per stateroom*
w Specialty Dining Dinner in Steakhouse at The Verandah (Balcony and above)*

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete Terms and Conditions.

Combinable with:

Limited Time Offers | Cruise Sales† | Future Cruise Sales† | Military Benefits | World Club Member Savings & Benefits
†Cruise Sales and Onboard Future Cruise Sales are not combinable with each other. We are currently assessing enhanced health and safety protocols in light of COVID-19 and looking at how these may affect each voyage.
Our actual cruise offerings and itineraries may vary from the descriptions provided and images displayed throughout. © 2022 Cunard. Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. The Cunard logo and logotype are registered trademarks of
Carnival plc, an English Company trading as Cunard Line. Queen Elizabeth is a trademark owned by Cunard. All rights reserved in the United States and other countries.

You want to go where everybody knows
your name, they say. But let’s also raise
our glasses to places where the rum punch
is potent and our names are irrelevant.

The Soggy Dollar, birthplace
of the Painkiller
(top), and Floyd’s
Pelican Bar in Jamaica. Opposite:
A Rose on the
Rocks at Grace
Bay’s Infiniti Bar.

62

V I RT U O S O L I F E

of ordering at home is somehow perfectly
appropriate on a sun-drenched island, its
lemon-colored froth a fitting contrast to
the shimmering aqua expanse that forms
its backdrop. And that hot-pink paper umbrella piercing the fast-melting frozen
swirl? A master stroke of embellishment.
Even a beer – whether it’s a Caybrew on
Grand Cayman, a Red Stripe in Jamaica, or
a Kalik in the Bahamas – goes down decidedly better here, despite the heat that takes
it from frosty and crisp to tepid and flat in
near nanoseconds.
So why do we love beach bars? The obvious draw is, of course, the beach. The
island beauty tempts us to linger until the
sun drops, hoping to witness the green
flash that’s rumored to guarantee an eventual return.
Sometimes, however, it’s food that provides the just-right foil to the drink du jour.
Grilled Anguillan crayfish, aka spotted
spiny lobster, pairs beautifully with a rum
punch the color of sunrise, as served on
Sandy Island, an idyllic sandbar minutes
offshore. At Da Conch Shack on Providenciales in the Turks and Caicos Islands – where
picnic tables line the beach mere steps from
where conchs are kept in underwater baskets – deep-fried cracked conch tastes best
washed down with a Turk’s Head beer ferried from the oceanfront bar.
And let’s not discount the appeal of the
company, the like-minded, sun-seeking
souls who join us at the bar to debate the superiority of white rum over dark or the Cowboys over the Saints, spirited discussions
adjudicated by the most affable of bartenders. You want to go where everybody knows
your name, they say. But let’s also raise our
glasses to places where the rum punch is potent and our names are irrelevant.
Then again, perhaps it’s the music that
draws us to beach bars. The rhythms of reggae or soca, reggaeton or zouk, comprise the
playlist that, years from now, will evoke that
day life was at its sweetest. As palm fronds
wave and sailboats sway in sync, there will
inevitably come a moment when Bob Marley
asks, “Is this love that I’m feeling?” And you
will look over the rim of your tropical drink,
inhale the salty tang and tropical beauty
of your surroundings, and answer with a
resounding yes.

(FLOYD’S PELICAN BAR) AROL KOZLOWSKI/ALAMY

Seat at the Bar

Drink In the Vibes
Chat ‘N’ Chill, Stocking
Island, Bahamas
Hop a water taxi to this
beach bar and restaurant five minutes from
George Town, Great
Exuma, where you can
sip a cold Kalik and
paddle with wild stingrays in the shallows
just offshore. (Don’t
miss the made-to-order
conch salad.)
Floyd’s Pelican
Bar, Jamaica
This south-coast staple
stands on stilts over
the sea, less than a mile
offshore from Parrotee, near the village of
Treasure Beach. Made
almost entirely of driftwood and embellished
with license plates from
all over the globe, the
cash-only drinkery is

lovingly rebuilt after
every storm.
Infiniti Bar at
Grace Bay Club,
Turks and Caicos
A sleek marble countertop stretches 90
feet toward the sea and
seemingly all the way to
the horizon at this chic
hotel beach bar, which
has pride of place on
Providenciales’ marquee
strip, Grace Bay.
Leon’s at Meads
Bay at Malliouhana,
Anguilla
Sip a Sunny Lemonade
(coconut rum, lemonade,
pineapple juice) under a
sunshine-yellow parasol
as you soak up the island
vibes at Leon’s, the
newest bar at this classic
Anguilla resort.

Soggy Dollar,
British Virgin Islands
This laid-back, legendary
spot on the sands of Jost
Van Dyke’s White Bay
Beach is where the oftimitated Painkiller cocktail (rum, coconut cream,
pineapple and orange
juices) was invented. You
can’t say you’ve been to
the BVI until you’ve tried
(at least) one.
Sunshine’s Beach
Bar & Grill, Nevis
A five-minute amble
down Pinney’s Beach
from the Four Seasons
Resort Nevis, West Indies, this rustic watering
hole is famous for two
things: its potent Killer
Bee rum punch and its
charismatic, ever-smiling owner, the eponymous Sunshine.

SEE ALASKA
WITH THE BEST
*

Trust the cruise line voted best in Alaska and journey to
the Great Land while enjoying unrivaled experiences in
food, wine and spirits.

Contact your Travel Advisor

*Available on select cruises 6 days or more, excluding Grand Voyages. Restrictions apply, see hollandamerica.com for details. Holland America Line cruises are available for guests who have received their final dose
of an approved COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days prior to the cruise and have proof of vaccination, and have a negative viral COVID-19 test result taken within 2 days of embarkation. Details at hollandamerica.com.
Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands

Great Outdoors

Wild West
Accessible wilderness and laid-back luxury on Vancouver Island’s western edge.
BY JEN ROSE SMITH

G

REEN FLANKS OF RAIN FOREST SOARED UPWARD WHEN MY TINY SEAPLANE DIPPED

toward Bedwell Sound, where Clayoquot Wilderness Lodge sits by a waterway carved into
Vancouver Island’s shattered west coast. The scenic flight was a fitting prologue for arrival
at the luxe – and newly renovated – tent camp within the UNESCO-listed Clayoquot Sound
Biosphere Reserve, accessible only by air and sea. Mountains swelled on the horizon, bears prowled
beaches, and whales patrolled feeding grounds just offshore. “We call everything out there ‘the other
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Pristine scene:
A bird’s-eye view
of Vancouver
Island’s coast.

enjoy a change
of scenery
w th

Stand before majestic
mountains, sail past brightblue glaciers and pinch
yourself when you see a
whale. Share moments like
these with Princess, the
cruise line that more people
choose in Alaska. Enjoy
the effortless, personalized
service of a MedallionClass®
vacation, and with Princess
Plus^, get the best value fare
with drinks, Wi-Fi and crew
appreciation included for
only an extra $40 a day!

MedallionClass® — your vacation, your way
The latest cruise technology now on all ships
Call your Virtuoso Advisor for more details.

Great Outdoors
C y q
:

side,’ ” said general manager Sarah Cruse,
who meets arriving seaplanes at the resort’s
floating dock. Sweeping her arm in a gesture
encompassing the big sea and sky, she added, “This right here is the real world.”
Though Vancouver Island’s west coast is
less than an hour by seaplane (or a half-day’s
drive via car ferry) from the international
airport in Vancouver, BC, coming here feels
like touching down at the ends of the earth.
A refuge for dreamers, artists, and cold-water surfers from around the world, the west
coast is sparsely populated and full of bohemian verve. In the travelers’ hub of Tofino,
a 35-minute boat ride away from Clayoquot,
chefs craft gourmet meals using ingredients drawn from forest and ocean. Long a
summer escape, Tofino has now become a
year-round destination for travelers keen
to watch storms transform this landscape,
where a scattering of pewter-bottomed
clouds lends moody romance.
Mainland life indeed seemed distant as
our small party of travelers gathered each
day for pre-dinner drinks in Clayoquot’s
glass-enclosed Ivanhoe bar. The coastline
glittered in the ample summer sun, but generous showers sustained the temperate rain
forest on these western slopes. One rainy

^Please refer to your travel advisor for additional terms,
inclusions and restrictions that apply to Princess Plus.
©2022, Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Princess®, MedallionClass®, and
the Princess logo are trademarks of Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. or its
affiliates. All rights reserved. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.
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afternoon, between sips of a cocktail made
with foraged blackberries, I trained a brass
spyglass on a bald eagle sitting sentinel on a
Douglas fir outside the bar.
Australian luxury purveyors Baillie
Lodges acquired Clayoquot in 2019, and
tents redesigned for the 2021 season radiate cozy serenity in any weather. “It’s like
summer camp,” said another guest as we
stood by a blazing hearth in the Cookhouse,
where dining room windows frame a living
portrait of the sea. Lingering over meals and
wine, we swapped tales of bespoke outings.
Mornings meant horseback trail rides or
canyoning by paddleboard in clear-running
streams. Bundling into a Zodiac, we cruised
open ocean alongside gray whales and cavorting otters.
With no city lights to blur the velvety sky,
evening brought the most spectacular show
of all. On my final night at Clayoquot, moonlight drew me outdoors, where stars reeled
bright over an ebbing tide. Tents glowed in
the forest. A fish jumped and disappeared.
Somewhere out in the darkness, a barred
owl hooted back at the night. For travelers
seeking fresh air and fresh perspectives,
Vancouver’s west coast is a reminder that
wilderness is just a seaplane away.

Coastal Canada, Up Close
STAY Seasonal Clayoquot
Wilderness Lodge tucks
25 safari tents into estuary,
waterfront, or forest, some
with open-air showers so
you can suds among towering red cedars. Wine pairings
and gourmet meals in the
Cookhouse offer top-flight
cuisine on an intimate scale,
while daily outings are tailored to each traveler. Tents
from $1,100 per person per
night for a three-night stay,
including all food, drinks,
and activities, and one
60-minute massage. Open
for the 2022 season May 12
through September 25.

GO Black bears appear from
Vancouver Island’s west
coast forest to hunt seafood
on the rocky shoreline, and
the best way to see them
is by boat. Bear-viewing
and marine wildlife cruises

depart from Tofino, taking
in the orcas, gray whales,
otters, and dolphins swimming offshore. Canada By
Design offers either cruise
option on a seven-day selfdrive road trip, beginning
and ending in Vancouver
with a hop to the island via
car ferry. Departures:
Multiple dates, May 20
through October 13; from
$2,806 per person, including accommodations.
Historic Victoria is British
Columbia’s capital city, an
elegant counterpoint to the
rugged coast. Browse its art
galleries or take afternoon
tea at the Fairmont Empress hotel on G Adventures’ outdoorsy, 14-day
Canadian Rockies national
parks trip, which includes
stops in Victoria and Tofino.
Departures: Multiple dates,

E N J OY T H E

June 4 through September
12; from $2,599.

e
r

Virtuoso advisors work with
on-site connection Entrée
Canada to design custom
west coast itineraries that
might feature a trip to Clayoquot Wilderness Lodge by
boat or seaplane. Or, for trips
with a home base in Tofino,
outings might include fishing
trips and chef-prepared
alfresco barbecues, but even
town days reward a traveler’s
sense of wonder. “When you
go to Tofino, you’re walking
along these endless beaches,”
says Entrée Canada’s Caitlin
Rodgers. “You can access
the rain forest easily, seeing
ancient cedars, Douglas
firs, Sitka spruce – there’s
a ton of beautiful flora and
fauna.” Departures: Any day
through 2022; pricing varies
per trip.

SUNSHINE

Clayoquot’s glam
tent setup.
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PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
FOR RESERVATIONS.

Conscious Comeback

Afloat off Baja
California Sur and
(below) life beneath the surface
in Cabo Pulmo.

Diving into family adventure at Mexico’s
eco-friendly Cabo Pulmo.
INTERVIEW BY LISA WOGAN
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the pandemic, Virtuoso vice-chair and sustainability strategist Jessica Hall Upchurch had three criteria. The destination, of course, had to be open to visitors, and it also had to
offer a chance to scuba dive in a beautiful place and have a track
record of benefiting the local community. Cabo Pulmo, a village
and national marine park on the southeast coast of Baja California,
Mexico, ticked all the boxes. Once perilously overfished, the only
coral reef in the Sea of Cortés has been reinvigorated as a flourishing
ecotourism spot by resident fishers-turned-divers. Jessica, with her

(BOAT) FOUR SEASONS

A New Reef

LANNING HER FIRST FAMILY TRIP SINCE THE START OF

WE’RE
SETTING
A BOLD
NEW
COURSE.
Discovery separates the faint of heart from those
who yearn for something deeper.
We invite you to discover North
America — places where tradition comes alive.

YO U R V I R T U O S O E XC L U S I V E : $ 5 0 P E R P E R S O N P R E M I U M S H O R E E X P E R I E N C E C R E D I T

OUR ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES INCLUDE:
1-Night Pre-Cruise Hotel Stay with FREE ground transfers
between the hotel and vessel

VANCOUVER TO SITKA
Ocean VictoryTM
June 17, 2022

Unlimited Included Guided Tours designed with your
comfort in mind aboard private, deluxe motorcoaches

PER GUEST FARES FROM

Unlimited Beverages including an extensive wine list,
choice spirits, craft beers and specialty coffees
Open Bars & Lounges throughout the vessel including a
smoothie and juice bar EVERY morning
Acclaimed Cuisine for breakfast, lunch and dinner served
in multiple venues

$4,699

LOUISVILLE TO PITTSBURGH
American Queen®
July 31, 2022
PER GUEST FARES FROM

$2,699

Gourmet Selections featuring freshly prepared lobster
and USDA Prime Beef available EVERY night
All-Day In-Room Dining Available
Unlimited WiFi
Bicycles* & Hiking Sticks
Live, Daily Onboard Entertainment & Enrichment

NASHVILLE (CLARKSVILLE)
TO LOUISVILLE
American DuchessTM
Aug 13, 2022
PER GUEST FARES FROM

$2,499

C A L L Y O U R V I R T U O S O A D V I S O R T O B O O K Y O U R A L L- I N C L U S I V E V O Y A G E .
Eligible itineraries are capacity-controlled and may be changed or withdrawn at any time. For full terms and conditions, call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
© American Queen Steamboat Operating Company, LLC. *River Cruises Only. NA896

Conscious Comeback

Clockwise from left: Family football on the beach, a deep encounter
at Cabo Pulmo, Four Seasons Resort Los Cabos at Costa Palma, and
Jessica Upchurch in a solitary moment undersea.

It was like swimming in an aquarium.
You know the famous pictures where you
have a wall of fish behind you? That’s what
it was. It was magical how much underwater
life was happening. We saw dolphins swimming. We saw rays jumping. We saw schools
and schools of bright, colorful fish.
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“I couldn’t stop talking about it for days,”
Evan said about the dive. “I thought I would
have been more nervous being in the water
with so many sharks, but once I was down
there, I felt so calm and at peace. I’ll never
forget everyone’s reaction when we reached
the surface – a mix of shock and excitement.”

When we were diving, we could hear
humpbacks singing underwater. They
were there to calve. It was euphoric.

When you dive at Cabo Pulmo, because
it’s a protected UNESCO World Heritage
site, you can only go with boats that are allowed in the area through a local company.
The family who owns the company started
this business long ago and became the
guardians of the space. They’ve been there
for generations; they are tasked with protecting the area.

Matthew, Clay, Evan, and Andrés dove
with 25-plus bull sharks – that was a reality check.

You’re not allowed to anchor around the
reef, and divers are continuously reminded
to stay off the bottom and be mindful of the

V I RT U O S O L I F E

“You’re reminded that
we’re so minuscule in
comparison to the greater
purpose of this.”
coral. Guides are adamant about not touching the sea life, really respecting their space,
because we are in their world.
People who dive get a unique perspective.
You look at the blue ocean, and you’re reminded that we’re so minuscule in comparison to the greater purpose of this.
The Four Seasons Resort Los Cabos
at Costa Palmas north of Cabo Pulmo

(FAMILY) EVAN UPCHURCH, (RESORT) FOUR SEASONS

husband, Virtuoso CEO Matthew Upchurch; daughter Evan, 26; teenage sons
Clay and Benji; and Evan’s boyfriend, Andrés, took the plunge recently. Here are
her sustainability takeaways.

was an awesome family resort. We went
paddleboarding and kayaking. We played
everything you could think of: pickleball,
basketball, four square. We even played
our traditional family football game on the
beach. It’s 100 yards wide and sandy, with
swimmable water and easy surf.
We went fishing, and what we caught,
the chef prepared. Because the boys
caught plenty of mackerel and skipjack, we
shared fish with the boat crew to take home
to their families. We also asked the chef to
share with his staff, and he happily did.
We love to be outdoors, so if we can be, we
do it. They have quite a mountain range, the
Sierra de la Laguna, about two hours north
of Los Cabos, and one day we hiked in the
hills at El Refugio, a remote, beautiful place,
and jumped in waterfalls.
The hike was Evan’s idea. As she said,
“There’s no cell signal, so that forces you to
be in the present and revel in the immense

natural beauty that surrounds you. The giant boulders are perfect for stretching out
under the sun, and the water always seems
to cure everything.”
At the Four Seasons, they’re continually
opening their awareness, looking at how
to improve and reduce their water waste and
plastic use, examining their water sources,
and evaluating how they’re utilizing food.
They’re educating their staff to be more
mindful. They have a holistic perspective.
To me, that’s refreshing.
People are happy and grateful to have
travel and hospitality back. During the
car ride en route to our hike, our local driver
told us, “We are so happy to have people
like you back. We were suffering here without tourism.”
Every trip, our boys come away with
more appreciation for the beauty that’s out
there, and the power of travel and hospitality when it’s done right.

be an explorer,
not a tourist
Explore Antarctica in the
most sustainable way
Antarctica has a pristine and fragile
environment, and we take the utmost
care to keep it that way. We leave
nothing behind but boot prints and take
only the cherished memories of some
truly amazing experiences.
You can sail on MS Roald Amundsen or
MS Fridtjof Nansen, ice-classed expedition
ships using state-of-the-art hybrid electric–
power, giving us the lowest possible carbon
footprint of all expedition cruises to Antarctica.
Our Antarctica expedition cruises are active
and immersive, complete with kayaking among
icebergs, hiking to penguin colonies, and more.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today to book your life-changing adventure
to Antarctica with Hurtigruten Expeditions!

In My Bag

RAE DOESN’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. The Leatherology

6. An extra sweatshirt

Kessler Weekender is
my go-to travel bag. It’s
roomy, chic, zippered,
and ﬁts over my shoulder
and under the seat in
front of me.

and socks. I’m terriﬁed of
getting cold on the plane.

2. I use the Leatherology Medium Train Case
as my toiletry bag. It ﬁts
in my carry-on tote and
allows me to store my
toiletries upright.

3. Innisfree Hydrating
Cleansing Foam – my
face doesn’t feel clean
without it.

8.

A small crossbody
bag. I always want
a hands-free option for
walking around.
My current favorite is
the Leatherology
Medium Willow.

9. If my children are with

Floodgate Hyaluronic
Acid Serum.

me, a fully loaded iPad
and headphones for
each of them with Osmo,
Epic books, Disney+, and
simple coding games.

5.

10. A Neutrogena sun-

4. Ghost Democracy
True Botanicals Clear
Pure Radiance facial oil.

Our Travel Essentials

7.

An Anker charge pack
and a squid cable, so I can
be ready to charge with
any type of USB port.

screen stick.

3.

Sibling entrepreneurs Rae and David Liu travel well together.
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narrate the trip –
he called it ‘budget
airlines.’ ” Today, David,
who loves Tokyo and
has climbed Kilimanjaro,
is still the planner. He
enjoys researching and
organizing trips – with
room for spontaneity –
while for Rae, who has
two young kids, it’s all
about recharging. “I’m
totally OK never leaving

the property if it’s relaxing enough,” she says.
Both siblings have their
sights on dream destinations – Sri Lanka and
Kyrgyzstan for David,
South Africa and New
Zealand for Rae – but in
the near future, they’re
looking forward to family
travel and visiting loved
ones they haven’t seen
during the pandemic.

4.

2.

(RAE AND DAVID LIU) JUSTIN CLEMONS

L
T

HE COFOUNDERS
of Dallas-based
accessories
company Leatherology have traveled
together their entire
lives. “David is our family’s travel guru,” Rae
says. “When he was 7 or
8, he used to sit in the
middle back seat of any
vacation rental car and
pretend to drive it and

6.

8.
10.

DAVID DOESN’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. I use a Rimowa Essential Sleeve Cabin
carry-on suitcase.

The World’s Most Awarded Safari Company,
Voted #1 World’s Best Safari Outfitter by
Travel+Leisure for a record-breaking 10th time.

2. My Leatherology Parker Backpack is
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details

perfect for weekend getaways, work trips,
and extended vacations.

3. Uniqlo’s Ultra Light Down Vest
is compact and great for a variety of
weather conditions.

4. Ghost Democracy Lightweight Daily
Face Sunscreen.

5.

The Headspace app for when I need
a moment of mindfulness to de-stress.

6. The Leatherology Nested Travel Organizer. I love multipurpose packing cubes and
organizers for toiletries, tech accessories,
and the like.

7.

Downloaded podcasts. My current favorites are SmartLess, Slow Burn, and Talk Art.

8.

Veja Condor 2 sneakers are comfortable
enough to wear all day and great for a quick
workout while traveling.

9.

An Anker PowerCore Portable Charger.
I tend to travel with a lot of devices, so I always
keep a portable battery pack on hand.

10.

Aesop Immediate Moisture Facial Hydrosol to stay refreshed before, during, and after
long ﬂights.
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TRAVELING AS A KID, I’D LOOK AT
the in-flight magazine and I’d never see anyone who looked like me.
Now I know the value that people
of color bring to the industry. In
2019, Black leisure travelers in the
U.S. spent $129 billion on travel.
There’s a massive gap between
value and representation that
doesn’t make sense, and that’s
why I’ve made it my life’s work to
do something about it. In the beginning, it was a lot of knocking on
doors and explaining the issues,
but after the summer of 2020 and
the amplification of the justice and
equality movement, the industry
is knocking on our door.
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My advocacy isn’t limited to
the industry; it’s about individual
travelers too. That’s the goal of
The ABC Travel Green Book – to
tell Black people where they can
find the sense of community that
comes from connecting with
people who look like you. That
ranges from finding Black-owned
restaurants or accommodations
to connecting with Afro-Peruvians
in Peru or attending the Memre
Waka march, which commemorates the abolition of slavery in
the Netherlands. These are things
they don’t tell you at the official
tourism offices, but they’re important narratives to share.

FAVORITE DESTINATION
I love Amsterdam. There are
huge Surinamese, Aruban,
and Guyanese communities there, but the city is also
filled with references to the
Dutch slave trade, including
the busts of enslaved Black
people on the facades of
many historic buildings.

TRAVEL MUST-HAVE
A happy-hour kit!
I travel with little tins that let
me make my favorite cocktails
on the plane.

( MS ERD M) IV NN G82/GE Y IM GES
(MONUMEN ) CHRIS OPHE C PPE I/
MY S OCK PHO O (KI ) W&P

x

H
Heritage beyond golf:
Scotland’s Fairmont
St Andrews.
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RAVEL MUS -HAVE
A lot of women love a big tote,
but I can never find anything in them.
My Tumi backpack has several zippered compartments, and I always
pack everything in the same spot.
This organization takes the stress
out of traveling.

AS A WOMAN, A WOMAN OF COLor, an immigrant, and a mother,
I have a unique perspective on
hospitality that I bring to my job
every day. I’m always thinking
about hospitality and what that
means to different people: a
family traveling together; a business traveler; people traveling
alone, with friends, or with colleagues. I want to make people
feel welcome, but I also want to
open their minds. Creating an
authentically local experience is
important. From hula dancing

and ukulele classes at our
properties in Hawaii to guided
archaeological and foraging
tours on the Scottish coastline at
Fairmont St Andrews, the culture
of the destination is embedded
in the DNA of a true Fairmont
experience. The ability to provide
an escape is important, but it’s
also about bringing a new cultural understanding to people, a
new perspective from the part of
the world they’re visiting. That’s
something unforgettable they
can take home with them.

CARRY-ON HACK

(TEC

BAG) STACKERS, (BACKPACK) TUMI

A nice shawl-size scarf has saved me
time and time again. I’m always
chilly on planes, and there’s something
about having a thick wool wrap that
makes me feel secure and warm.

RAVEL
As women, we take all this time putting together our toiletry bag, but
we tend to forget the tech bag. We end up rummaging through our
purse looking for that bloody cable or searching for the dongle. I’ve
learned to focus more on my tech needs: I pack a tech bag and make
sure I have every charger, every adapter.

MARC
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TRAVEL TIP
When you’re doing your
research before you go,
be sure to speak with
someone who’s been there.
I never ask, “Where should
I go to eat?” I ask, “Where
do you go to eat?”

FAVORITE DESTINATION
Thailand. My trips revolve around
food, and I like to start in the north
and work my way south. I love the
spices in the north, which are different from the kind you usually find in
Thai food. In Bangkok, you can find
great street food everywhere. And
at the beaches in Phuket and Hua
Hin, the seafood is incredible.

H

TRAVEL MUST-HAVE
Correct cords and plugs.
You don’t want to be in a foreign country
and unable to charge your phone.
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MY GRANDMOTHER IS FROM
Baton Rouge, and when she
moved to Beaumont, Texas, she
brought her cooking traditions
with her. This is what I grew up
eating. As a new chef, I was fascinated by different cuisines around
the world – there were so many
flavor profiles that blew my mind. I
spent a month in France and have
traveled across Europe, Thailand,
and China. I brought things from
those places to the food I was
creating. As I got older, though, I
started to miss the foods I grew up
on. Southern food is the first true
cuisine of America, but it’s often
misconstrued as unhealthy.
To truly understand Southern
cuisine, you have to understand
the roots of the cultures that

come together in the region. For
example, Louisiana has Spanish
roots, and jambalaya is a version
of Spanish paella that’s similar to
jollof, a popular West African rice
dish. Southern cooking also uses
a lot of black-eyed peas and okra.
Both came to the U.S. because African women who were captured
and transported to America to be
enslaved hid the seeds in their hair
so they’d have something familiar
to eat. I use black-eyed peas
in a hummus I created for the
Admirals Club. I start with a basic,
delicious hummus and top it with
a black-eyed pea salad with a
black-eyed pea fritter on the side.
The flavors come together in a
way that’s not just Southern – it’s
also American.
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The International
Space Station
and (below) Virgin
Galactic’s Unity.
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DREAM DES NA ON

and helping them experience
a God’s-eye view of Earth. It’s
an experience that’s hard to
describe. The view from the
apogee is totally enthralling:
You’re still, weightless, hovering, and soaking in our brilliant, clear, colorful, sparkling,
majestic home planet. It sticks
in your soul. You can’t help
but be transformed into a
healthier, more connected,
more caring person.

FAVOR E DES NA ON
Space! In a more terrestrial
sense, I travel for spas and
live music. My favorite band
is Snow Patrol, and I love
going to see them in any
city where they’re playing.

RAVEL
Just go. People have so many excuses why they can’t travel: “It’s
too last minute.” “I didn’t plan it.” “I haven’t packed.” But I’ve never
heard anyone say they regretted going somewhere – they just regret
not having gone somewhere.
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(
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RAVEL MUS -HAVE
My bikini – it’s amazing
how often you use
a swimsuit if you have
it with you.
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I DON’T REMEMBER A TIME
when I wasn’t fascinated by
space. I grew up watching the
space shuttle program, and I
always knew I wanted to work
in this field. I’m fortunate that
there were women who were
early pathfinders – in the
shuttle program and at NASA.
When Virgin Galactic’s Unity 23
takes its first paying customers into space this year, I’m
going to be flying with them

The International Space
Station. I helped build
the core segments before they launched into
space for final assembly.
I would dearly love to
slowly float through the
ISS and lay my hands
along the mechanisms, connectors, and
fluid lines and feel the life
humming through them.

Iceland’s Jokulsarlon Lagoon and
(below) McCue
checks on the
Celebrity Beyond.
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Mindful moments
on Maui and (below) sea life in Raja
Ampat, Indonesia.
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Pristine beaches and medieval castles.
Panoramic hikes and cascading hilltops filled
with sun-bleached and pastel-colored homes.
Summer evenings spent sipping local wines,
with electric nights in Ibiza and Mykonos. We’re
setting sail around the Mediterranean Sea to
some of Europe’s most iconic ports, with itineraries
full of late stays and overnights.
Voyage with Valiant Lady from Barcelona
beginning in spring 2022, and with Resilient Lady
from Piraeus (Athens) in summer 2022.

S
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All our voyages are Adult-by-Design—that means
no kids(!)—and include over $600 in extras, like
dining at 20+ unique eateries, WiFi, essential
drinks, tips, and group fitness classes.

C O N TA C T YO U R V I R T U O S O T R AV E L A D V I S O R T O L E A R N M O R E
* P R O M O T I O N A L O F F E R S A P P LY T O N E W I N D I V I D U A L B O O K I N G S A N D VA R Y B Y D E PA R T U R E D AT E A N D C I T Y
S A I L I N G S H I P A N D S TAT E R O O M C AT E G O R Y A N D A R E S U B J E C T T O AVA I L A B I L I T Y M AY C H A N G E W I T H O U T
N O T I C E A R E C A PA C I T Y C O N T R O L L E D M AY N O T B E C O M B I N A B L E W I T H O T H E R O F F E R S A N D M AY B E C H A N G E D
O R W I T H D R AW N AT A N Y T I M E . A D D I T I O N A L R E S T R I C T I O N S M AY A P P LY. A S K YO U R T R AV E L A D V I S O R F O R F U L L
D E TA I L S . © 2 0 2 1 V I R G I N V OYA G E S .
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PHOTO CREDIT

Pickup cricket on Galle’s Court Square and
(opposite) stilt fishers in Ahangama.
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Sun, surf, safaris, and
Ceylon tea make Sri Lanka
one of Southeast Asia’s last
undiscovered gems.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CHRIS SCHALKX
MARCH | APRIL 2022
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)

“MY“

ZOOM MEETING FINISHED EARLY; I’LL COME CATCH ANOTHER WAVE,” I

overheard the girl at the neighboring table say, presumably to her surf buddy
on the other end of the line. She wore her blonde locks in a salt-frizzled bun
and shoved her laptop into a tote that read “Create Your Own Sunshine.”
We hardly needed to. The Sri Lankan sun beamed down on my shoulders,
while a whisper of sea breeze rustled the leaves overhead. From my seat at a cliffside café
in Hiriketiya, a buzzy south-coast surfers’ hideout lined with coconut trees and candystriped umbrellas, I looked out over a Rothko of blue on blue: a cloudless sky on top, the
Indian Ocean below. After almost two years cooped up at home in Bangkok, it was exactly what I needed.
I last visited Sri Lanka in February 2020, right before the pandemic forced the world
into lockdown. I fell in love with the country all over again: the welcoming people, the
spectacular landscape, the giddy fact that I could eat breakfast “hoppers” – lacy coconut
crepes served with curry and sambol – with my bare hands.
I’m far from the only one to fall under its spell. “Sri Lanka’s diverse scenery and serenity make me want to return time and time again,” says Denver-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Elli Beck, who last visited in 2019. “There are gorgeous beaches on the one hand,
mountains and beautiful lakes on the other – all sprinkled with wildlife sightings, tea
plantations, ancient fortresses, and lots of hiking trails.”
On an island a bit larger than West Virginia, Sri Lanka packs in a lot. Yet it doesn’t hit
travelers with sensory overload like its northern neighbor, India, often does, and it delivers more mental stimulation than a sun-and-sand break in the Maldives to the southwest.
So for my first post-lockdown holiday, I took an eight-day road-trip adventure, organized
with the help of The Fabulous Getaway, one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour connections in the
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Beach time in
Hiri. Opposite,
clockwise from
top left: Lotus
blooms, Trax
founder Ravi
Bandaranaike
(second from
right) and friends,
Smoke & Bitters’
chai-infused
mai tai, and an
elephant in Yala
National Park.

country. The route, a leisurely loop from Colombo along the south coast and back through
the Hill Country, provides an excellent way to sample Sri Lanka’s highlights.
AFTER LANDING IN COLOMBO, IT’S BEST TO SET OUT FOR GALLE THE SAME DAY.
Roughly a two-hour drive from the capital, Galle’s seventeenth-century fort, National
Museum, and former hospital (now home to a cluster of trendy restaurants) stand as
relics of the country’s Dutch colonial past and provide a more walkable and less hectic
setting to recover from long flights. Kids play cricket in the shade of twisting rain trees
on its Court Square, while the odd peacock looks on from branches overhead. A tangle
of lanes weave from its fortified corners past bistros and galleries in fixed-up godowns
(warehouses). On my last visit they heaved with tourists, but this time, young Sri
Lankan couples, dripping in jewels for wedding photo shoots, outnumbered visitors.
From Galle, it’s a 30-minute drive east to Ahangama, a palm-tufted beach town
where waves teem with surfers at dawn, and where stilt fishers take over at sunset to
catch herring and mackerel with rods made from the spines of toddy palm trees. Away
from the main road’s buzzing tuk-tuks, frangipani-scented lanes snake inland to rice
paddies and patches of untamed jungle. Here, nine-to-five escapees from Colombo
and expats from abroad have transformed gingerbread-trimmed villas into yoga salas,
vegan bistros, and surf boot camps.
Ahangama clings to its cusp-of-discovery vibe, reminiscent of Bali or Australia’s
Byron Bay before they became boho boomtowns. “People here haven’t broken the law
yet,” Colombo transplant Ravi Bandaranaike explained over Lion lagers in the lush
garden of Trax, the café and music venue he and industry friends from the capital city
opened last year. The comment was in reference to the Sri Lankan law against highrise construction. Elsewhere along the south coast, he said, local authorities have succumbed to bribery and the profits of overdevelopment. Sure, Ahangama’s community
of downward-dog-stretching, wave-chasing – and now, remote-working – residents has
grown exponentially over the past five years, but there’s still a welcome absence of souvenir kitsch and megaresorts.
THE STRAIGHT SHOT FROM AHANGAMA TO TANGALLE TAKES A COUPLE OF HOURS.
Realistically, plan for at least half a day – to stop for fresh coconuts from roadside stalls,
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tip
“The two- to three-hour Blue
Train ride from Kandy to Ella
is amazing for its mountain
scenery, waterfalls, and tea
estates. Friendly food vendors
hop on and off selling fresh
baked goods, small hot meals,
and coconut water.”
– Elli Beck, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Denver

Breakfast hoppers
with all the fixings
at Amangalla.

Ahangama’s waves teem
with surfers at dawn; at
sunset, stilt fishers take
over to catch herring
and mackerel with rods
made from the spines of
toddy palm trees.
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for rice and curry at holes-in-the-wall overlooking the ocean, for walks on
some of the countless caramel-colored beaches strung along the coast like
shells on a surfer’s bracelet. One don’t-miss recommendation: Dondra, a quiet
settlement on the island’s southernmost tip, where a nineteenth-century
lighthouse stands sentinel on a rocky headland and stealthy macaques nab
fruit from front yards, and where a troupe of friendly fishermen invited me
on a day out at sea. (I still regret declining.)
Roughly ten miles east at Smoke & Bitters in Hiriketiya, London-born Sri
Lankan Don Ranasinghe shakes up cocktails from house-made orgeat, calamansi liqueur, and chai rum infused with cardamom, clove, and cinnamon
from his neighbor’s backyard. (Along with Botanik in Colombo, it was the
first Sri Lankan bar to make it onto Asia’s 50 Best Bars list.) Five years ago,
Hiri, as the beach town is affectionately called, was still a whisper in surfers’
circles. Now, coworking spaces and boutiques have opened, and it feels a few
years ahead of Ahangama on the Bali-Byron curve.
Sri Lanka’s southern coast lays claim to two Aman resorts: Amangalla in
Galle channels the town’s colonial past through antiques and stately dining
rooms, while Tangalle’s beachfront oasis of Amanwella takes a more contemporary turn. Its villas, with designs inspired by the tropical modernism
movement that blossomed out of Sri Lanka, come with private pools and
airy bedrooms, where guests (at least this one) can watch fireflies light up
the surrounding palms as they doze off to the roar of restless surf. Tangalle
is do-nothing territory; there’s a bird-rich lagoon and nature reserves, but
people really come here for the beaches. Guests at Amanwella needn’t look
far: The resort hugs a crescent of near-deserted sand, with a private beach
club serving Mediterranean-tinged lunches and homemade ice cream beneath skinny coconut trees.
WHILE BEACHES ARE THE MAIN DRAW IN SRI LANKA’S SOUTH, YALA

National Park, roughly 50 miles east of Tangalle, attracts travelers for wildlife and day-trip safaris. Sri Lanka’s second-largest wildlife reserve occupies
much of the island’s southeastern plains, an expanse of low-slung jungles
and boulder-strewn grasslands where dirt tracks are often more potholes
than road – I had to cling to my seat to avoid being launched through the
Toyota Land Cruiser’s canvas roof.
“Buffalo,” said my guide, Sunil, nodding at a herd in the distance. He spotted a family of wild boar hidden in the jungle fringe and crocodiles lurking in
its murky ponds, and pointed out a crested serpent eagle almost invisible in
a treetop ahead. Suddenly, Sunil slammed on the brakes: An elephant mother
and her tuk-tuk-size bambino emerged from the thicket just a trunk’s length
ahead of us – two of some 300 Sri Lankan elephants that roam the park.

CRUISE BACK INTO TRAVEL
on the World’s Best River Cruise Line
One-of-a-kind award-winning ships | The most all-inclusive amenities
Exceptional quality | Highest service standards | Outstanding cuisine

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your
cruise and receive Virtuoso Voyages benefits.

SRI LANKA SOJOURNS
GO Virtuoso’s Colombo-

Urban oasis:
Amangalla’s pool.

based tour connection
The Fabulous Getaway crafts custom
journeys throughout Sri
Lanka that are enhanced
by their contacts with local historians, architects,
photographers, and others. Travelers can retrace
this story’s south coast
road trip with a guide and
driver throughout for an
excellent primer on the
island nation, with the
option to add an extra
day to ride the train from
Ella to Kandy and see
city highlights such as
the Temple of the Sacred
Tooth Relic. Departures:
Any day through 2022;
from $6,530 for two.
Artisans of Leisure’s
private seven-day
exploration of Sri Lanka
combines Hill Country
hikes and tea plantation
tours with a toes-in-thesand stop in Tangalle and
a deep dive into the past
at Galle Fort. Optional
detours range from
traditional-mask-making
workshops to visits to
the private estate of
the country’s most renowned architect, Geoffrey Bawa. Departures:
Any day through 2022;
from $9,750.
Get to know Colombo’s
colorful markets before
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exploring Sri Lanka’s
Cultural Triangle, tea
plantations, and southern beaches during Remote Lands’ ten-day
trip around the island.
Highlights include a visit
to the fifth-century hilltop
fortress of Sigiriya and
a scenic train journey
through the Hill Country. Departures: Any
day through 2022; from
$11,200 per person.
STAY Housed in a

300-year-old landmark
building in the heart
of Galle Fort, Amangalla’s 29 rooms come
with four-poster beds and
creaky wooden floors,
while its small library is
a trove of colonial-era
tomes and artifacts. On
the colonnaded veranda,
Sri Lankan breakfast
hoppers arrive on crockery inspired by the New
Oriental Hotel, which
called the building home
in the 1860s. Doubles
from $725, including
breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.
Cascading down a
secluded palm grove in
Tangalle, Amanwella hugs
one of Sri Lanka’s most
beautiful beaches. Its
30 suites, designed by
the late Kerry Hill, stand
as textbook examples
of tropical modernism:

straight-lined, airy, and
furnished with dark wood,
sand-toned fabrics, and
locally woven accessories. Doubles from $900,
including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit.
South-coast surf crashes
against the steep cliffs
below Cape Weligama, a
terra-cotta-roofed
clifftop enclave of 39
suites and villas set
among tropical gardens
and manicured lawns.
The resort doesn’t have
direct beach access, but
the crescent-shaped
infinity pool and secluded
lookout lend an air of
exclusivity. Doubles from
$772, including breakfast
daily and one 50-minute
massage for two.
Perched on a palmstudded outcrop between
Tangalle’s coconut plantations and a quiet, honeyhued beach, Anantara
Peace Haven Tangalle
Resort welcomes guests
with 120 rattan- and
batik-wrapped rooms and
32 secluded villas with
private plunge pools. If
the timing is right, guests
can spot nesting sea
turtles on guided walks
with the resort’s naturalists. Doubles from $180,
including breakfast daily
and a cooking class with a
private lunch or dinner.

Tarpaulin-covered stalls
brimmed with backyardgrown beans, chard,
radishes, and curly kale,
and everywhere, troupes
of sari-ed tea pluckers
dotted the hillsides like
Funfetti on a matcha icecream scoop.

Pre-pandemic, they’d be tracked by a
handful of Jeeps (on busy days, up to 700 safari vehicles passed through the gates). Now
it was just us and them, in blissful silence.
The mother stopped, threw us half a stare,
and vanished back into the bushes. The small
one, however, curiously inched closer. I asked
Sunil if mom could become dangerous, with
us so close to her offspring. “Not really,” he
said. “Unless you meet her in a bad mood.”
While our car’s shadow lengthened, Yala
kept on giving: a bigger herd of elephants
crossing the road, a couple of great hornbills
playing hide-and-seek in a tree overhead,
and, at the end of the day, the star of the park:
a leopard soaking up the last rays of sun.
RATHER THAN DOUBLING BACK ALONG

the coast to Colombo, from Yala, head inland to the Hill Country, the island’s undulating, jungle-covered heart. This is the
cradle of Ceylon tea, imported from China
by British colonizers in the mid-1800s and
now one of the country’s main export commodities. On my last visit, I traversed this
mountainscape on a rickety local train from

Ella to Kandy, two charming hill stations
surrounded by rolling tea plantations. The
journey is known as one of the world’s most
iconic rail trips, but for comfort, this time
around I followed a similar route by car.
From roads as twisting as the Sinhalese script, the views are no less enticing.
Around me, swollen waterfalls poured from
cliffs, and plants emerged from every crack
and crevice. In villages, tarpaulin-covered
stalls brimmed with backyard-grown
beans, chard, radishes, and curly kale. And
everywhere, troupes of sari-ed tea pluckers
dotted the hillsides like Funfetti on a matcha ice-cream scoop.
Pulling back into Colombo, I reflected
on the week of surfing, safari-ing, and
sauntering through tea plantations – a
proposition few destinations can deliver.
Still, so much more awaits on return visits, like chasing waves along the east coast
or exploring kaleidoscopic Hindu temples
up north in Jaffna. And therein lies Sri
Lanka’s appeal: After three trips to the
tiny island country, it seems like I’ve only
scratched the surface.

Connection.
It’s what makes us feel seen and heard. It fosters
understanding, compassion and learning.
At G Adventures, we believe that travel can spark
a connection that ignites a flame!
With tours that visit women-run businesses, we
understand the power of supporting and uplifting
female entrepreneurs and the far-reaching
effects that many of these businesses provide
to their communities. G Adventures is proud to
provide fuel for women-led projects that invoke
social change and enable our travelers to make
connections that last a lifetime.

To learn more, contact your preferred
Virtuoso travel advisor today.
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Situated along elegant beaches of soft sand,
The Ritz- arlton Resorts in the aribbean are the ideal escape

GRAND CAYMAN
THE RITZ-CARLTON, GRAND CAYMAN
from

4,3641

$

Club Resort View King Room
Virtuoso Amenities3:
✦ Daily Buffet Breakfast for two
in SEVEN restaurant
✦ Early check-in/late check-out,
subject to availability
✦ $100 Resort Credit per room

TURKS & CAICOS
THE RITZ-CARLTON, TURKS & CAICOS
from

4,8902

$

Club Deluxe Oceanfront King Room
Virtuoso Amenities3:
✦ Daily Buffet Breakfast for two
in Coralli Restaurant
✦ $100 Resort Credit per room
✦ Early check-in/late check-out,
subject to availability

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nights’ accommodation and taxes.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY
1

Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 11/01/2022, in room category shown.
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 08/01/2022, in room category shown.
3
Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Amenities are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may apply for certain
amenities. Please ask for details. Blackout dates may apply.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable
daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/
conditio ns & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change
fees with pre-flight notification deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour
providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Pleasant Holidays is registered with the State of Florida as a Seller Of Travel ST#37983. Copyright©2022 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
2

The new world of

C rUISING
Hunt woolly mammoth fossils on Wrangel Island. Dive with Galápagos penguins.
Call on the Caribbean island of Bequia. After navigating two years of choppy seas, cruising
has returned with voyages that go farther, stay longer, and explore more deeply.
Here, Virtuoso travel advisors preview what’s new in cruising.

ACACIA JOHNSON

STORY BY ELAINE GLUSAC Illustrations by Angelo Dolojan

Peekaboo: Cruising
Uunartoq, Greenland.
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Pole to pole, expedition cruises are booming. Small enough to access
shallow-draft ports, expedition ships visit wilds otherwise difficult to
explore by land. “Expedition cruises are the new river cruises,” says
NYC-based Virtuoso advisor Sue Bradley. “They’re poised to explode
as people discover their unique focus on the destination.”

From top:
The Galápagos’
South Plaza Island
and Le Commandant
Charcot approaching
the North Pole.

 Two naturalists guide excursions via Zodiac from Aqua
Expeditions’ 16-passenger yacht Aqua Mare, launching in
the Galápagos in May. Guests can snorkel with hammerhead sharks, hike to the world’s largest colony of red-footed
boobies, and swim with Galápagos penguins and sea lions.
Eight-day sailings alternately ply the east and west areas of
the national park. Departures: Multiple dates, May 6 through
2022; from $9,450.
 Hurtigruten Expeditions’ new nine-day Ecuador trip
spends a week aboard the 90-passenger Santa Cruz II on a
carbon-neutral Galápagos cruise. Guests visit the Charles
Darwin Research Station – breeding center for baby tortoises and Darwin’s famous finches – and spy the undersea
aquarium from a glass-bottomed boat. Departures: Multiple
dates, March 2 through December 21, 2022; from $10,722.

PHOTO CREDIT

 Quark Expeditions’ new 199-passenger Ultramarine

will spend nine days exploring Greenland from 20 Zodiacs,
by air – the ship carries two eight-seat helicopters for flightseeing – and by land, including during a series of pioneering
off-ship adventures such as alpine kayaking and overnight
camping. Departures: July 16 and 23; from $7,995.

 From Nome, Alaska, Aurora Expeditions’ new 140-

passenger Sylvia Earle heads to Russia’s Wrangel Island, a
nature reserve the size of Crete that’s home to the world’s
highest concentration of polar bear dens and largest Pacific
walrus population, as well as nesting grounds for 100 migratory bird species – including snowy owls. Cruisers on the 16day voyage can also search for woolly mammoth fossils on
tundra walks. Departures: July 19 and August 1; from $13,945.
 Ponant’s new 245-passenger hybrid-electric Comman-

dant Charcot counts a voyage to the North Pole among its 11
Arctic cruises this season. Sixteen-day polar sailings leave
Spitsbergen’s remote glaciers and mountains for ice floes
and pack ice at the top of the world, with opportunities to
spot polar bears, whales, and seals – and take a true polar
plunge, with or without a dry suit. Departures: Multiple dates,
July 8 through August 22; from $40,730.
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After a curtailed 2021 season, “Alaska will have a huge
comeback,” says advisor Jessica Griscavage of McLean,
Virginia. The state’s vast wilderness and open spaces are
just what many travelers are craving. “Alaska fits the bill
for so many people, whether you want to tour by train, hike
a rain forest, take a fishing trip, or float feet from a whale.”
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Windstar Cruises 312

Extended
Voyages
Longer itineraries are growing in popularity. In addition to making up for a year or two of abbreviated
travel, cruisers can relax as cruise lines smooth the
transition from country to country. “People want to
get into different cultures, eat different food, and
hear different languages, to open all the senses,”
says Phoenix-based advisor Jonathan Phillips, who
recently booked a client on a 34-day Jeddah-toDublin Silversea sailing. Multi-month and multi-leg
voyages are proving popular with cruisers who can’t
commit to the world-cruise timeline.
 Among new lengthy options, Regent Seven Seas’ 732passenger Seven Seas Explorer traces the Spice Route from
Istanbul to India on a 74-day odyssey that continues through
Micronesia, then down Australia’s east coast to Auckland, New
Zealand. Departure: October 31; from $51,999.
 Spend 24 days in the Mediterranean exploring antiquities

in Ephesus and Rhodes, as well as Jerusalem and Nazareth,
aboard Oceania Cruises’ 684-passenger Nautica. The
seven-country trip includes overnights in Istanbul and Venice.
Departure: June 6; from $5,399.
 Along with a 54-day northern Europe sailing and a
38-day Mediterranean odyssey, Silversea’s extended
voyages include a new 32-day cruise from Colombo, Sri Lanka,
to Darwin, Australia, that explores the Andaman Islands,
Palau, Komodo Island, and Australia’s Kimberley region.
Departure: May 2; from $21,700.

From top: Arriving in Sorrento
and Jerusalem's old city. Opposite: Denali National Park.
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Islands For All
We could use a bit of sun on our faces and windswept beachcombing
right now – all the more reason to go island-hopping by ship, from the
familiar to the far-flung. “You can’t beat unpacking once and getting
to so many destinations,” Griscavage says. In the Caribbean, she
recommends lines such as Royal Caribbean and Norwegian, which
call on their respective private islands for a day of beach clubs, water
parks, and other attractions.

From top: Paddleboarding
in Greece, colorful Bequia, and
Macquarie Island penguins.
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 Lindblad Expeditions returns to New Zealand on a

22-day sailing between Auckland and Dunedin that hits
not just the highlights of the North and South Islands –
including two days in Fiordland National Park – but also the
country’s subantarctic islands. Cruisers on the 102-passenger National Geographic Orion explore Enderby Island and
the Snares chain, as well as the UNESCO World Heritage
site Macquarie Island, to spot sea lion colonies, prolific bird
varieties, and millions of penguins. Departures: December 27,
2022, and January 14, 2023; from $29,370.
 Star Clippers sails the 166-passenger Star Clipper tall

ship along Central America’s Pacific coast, with a call at
Panama’s San José Island, one of the Pearl Islands, known
for its beach idylls and sportfishing. The eight-day cruise
from Balboa, Panama, to Puntarenas, Costa Rica, also
anchors at Parida Island in Golfo de Chiriquí National
Marine Park for snorkeling and sea kayaking. Departure:
December 3; from $4,450.
 At various times ruled by Greece, Venice, and Russia,

the Turkish island of Bozcaada is the overlooked gem on

SeaDream Yacht Club’s ten-day cruise from Athens to Istanbul. Disembark the 112-passenger SeaDream II to wander
cobblestoned streets that connect whitewashed houses,
a fifteenth-century castle, and surrounding vineyards.
Departure: June 2; from $8,799.
 “Seabourn has been crafting itineraries that take people

to smaller, off-the-beaten-path places big ships don’t reach,”
says Calgary-based Virtuoso advisor Samuel Spencer. Case
in point: the line’s Windward Islands itineraries in the
Caribbean. Sailing round-trip from Barbados, the 600-passenger Ovation hits rugged Dominica, chic Bequia, and diver
favorite Bonaire, among others, on a 17-day island-hopping
holiday. Departure: December 10; from $9,499.
 Azamara’s May launch, the 704-passenger Azamara

Onward, will spend eight days in Turkey and Greece, visiting ancient Ephesus and pastoral Patmos. Three 10 pm
departures – from Mykonos, Rhodes, and Santorini – allow
for sampling ouzo after sundown. Five-night pre- or postcruise land tours explore Athens, Olympia, and Delphi.
Departures: May 21 and 28 and June 4; from $1,749.
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 Viking’s first American river ship, the 386-passenger
Viking Mississippi, sails the Great River’s southern stretch
from Memphis to New Orleans over eight days year-round
to explore Cajun country, former cotton plantations, and
Vicksburg’s Civil War battlefield. In summer, the ship plies
the entire route north to the river’s origin near Saint Paul,
Minnesota, on 15-day voyages that navigate the wild upper
reaches, edged by towering palisades where bald eagles nest.
Departures: July 9 and 23 and August 6; from $9,999.

River
Cruising
River-cruising itineraries are multiplying through
longer sailings, less-traveled rivers, and new seasons.
“Even experienced river guests have new options,”
Samuel Spencer says. “New river combinations and
longer itineraries allow for in-depth visits and more
opportunities to explore ashore.”

 This year, Uniworld Boutique River Cruises
expands its popular sail-and-rail journeys to Hungary,
Italy, Switzerland, Turkey, and beyond. A 16-day
Venice-to-Istanbul trip floats the Po River to Bologna
aboard the 126-passenger La Venezia, then boards the
Golden Eagle Danube Express train for nine days en route
to Istanbul, stopping in Croatia, Serbia, and Bulgaria.
Departures: July 24 and August 6; from $16,199.
 AmaWaterways dives into Egypt this year with the new

72-passenger AmaDahlia. Cruisers spend eight leisurely
days on the Nile visiting the temples and sites between
Luxor and Aswan – with special access to Queen Nefertari’s
tomb – as part of a 12-day tour of the country. Departures:
Multiple dates, March 4 through December 30; from $4,782.

From left: The AmaDahlia on the Nile
and the Moselle’s castle country.
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 There’s more to Danube River cruises than castle
visits and riesling tastings: Avalon Waterways has
introduced two new itineraries with active and culturally
immersive excursions, such as canoeing on the Moselle River, hiking along the Danube, and learning to make Chantilly
cream. Departures: Multiple dates, April 25 through August 29;
eight-day Danube cruise from $3,499.

Set Sail at Yacht Club
T H E B O C A R AT O N YA C H T C L U B H A S B E E N T O TA L LY R E I M A G I N E D ,
B R I N G I N G A N E W P E R S P E C T I V E O N A D U LT S - O N LY L U X U R Y . S T R E T C H O U T
I N Y O U R S U I T E W I T H P E R S O N A L B U T L E R S E R V I C E , O N LY S T E P S A W AY
F R O M P R I VAT E G O L F, T E N N I S , P O O L , A N D B E A C H E X P E R I E N C E S .
T H E W AT E R I S C A L L I N G Y O U — F O L L O W I T S C A L L T O YA C H T C L U B .
F O R R E S E R VAT I O N S , P L E A S E C O N TA C T YO U R V I R T U O S O T R AV E L A D V I S O R
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WHEN
M VED
S U HERN
CAL F RN A
from the East Coast after graduating from
college, I fell in love with the soft light and
captivating scenery. The smell of jasmine
and salty air, the tinge of 1970s surf-life nostalgia, kids wearing Vans riding by on longboards, and surfers lining up barefoot and
sandy to get their coffee after a morning session. Sky-high palm trees lined the streets
where California poppies and wild succulents bloomed in front of little bungalows. It
was the embodiment of endless summer.
I was also swept up by the creative energy and entrepreneurial spirit of Los Angeles and took the leap from my nine-to-five
job to become a full-time travel photographer. I’d get coffee and stroll to the Venice
Beach pier to photograph the surfers in the
morning light.
I could walk to the beach from my apartment. I spent as much time there as I could.
My typical beach day would include packing farmers market goodies into my bag
and heading out to set up a spot for the
afternoon. Like any Southern California
beach day, mine would be filled with sun,
sand, and swimming. I’d read a good book.
Listen to music. Meet up with friends. Play
the occasional volleyball game (although
I was never part of the super-dedicated
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sand-volleyball circuit). And I always enjoyed taking a bike ride down the boardwalk from Venice to Santa Monica for some
amazing people-watching.
When I wanted to escape the crowds, I’d
head out to Point Dume or El Matador State
Beach in Malibu to find more-secluded
coves and would often get a friendly visit
from the local seals. Farther south, Laguna
Beach has a whole different laid-back atmosphere, and even though it’s just a short
drive from L.A., it feels like a world away. It
became one of my favorite relaxing weekend getaways.
As a fine-art travel photographer, I’m
drawn to minimalist compositions; soft,
natural beauty; and tranquil scenes. I
want my images to convey the freedom of
the place, the mellow vibe, and a sense of
peace. Southern California’s beauty is no
secret and has attracted crowds of people
from all over the world. That said, it’s still
possible to find the idyllic version of it that
my work portrays, although sometimes you
have to adjust your perspective and look a
little deeper. As you practice being present
and finding stillness within yourself, you’ll
notice more peaceful scenes and beauty unfolding all around you.

SoCal icons, clockwise
from top: A beachside tableau, a lifeguard station on
Santa Monica Beach, and
warm-weather flora.
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SKY-HIGH PALM
TREES LINED THE
STREETS WHERE
CALIFORNIA POPPIES
AND WILD SUCCULENTS
BLOOMED. IT WAS THE
EMBODIMENT OF
ENDLESS SUMMER.

Clockwise from left: Surfers wrapping up a morning session, Laguna Beach palms,
poolside essentials, and a lone swimmer at Malibu’s Point Dume State Beach.

SOUTHERN
STAYS
An hour’s drive south of L.A., the 400-room
Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach Resort &
Club is a favorite with families, thanks to its
dedicated family pool, splash pad, and cabanas, and a kids’ club that offers surf lessons,
lawn games, and more. The resort’s blufftop
perch provides statement-making sunset
views, while the private beach club is a sevenminute tram ride away. Doubles from $599,
including an upgrade at time of booking,
breakfast daily, and a $100 resort credit.
The 260 oceanfront rooms and suites at
Montage Laguna Beach are swathed in
plush creams and whites, a palette that lets
the sparkling Pacific pop. Guests can catch a
ride in the resort’s chauffeured house Cadillac
to go gallery-hopping in town or get out on
the water during a private yacht excursion.
Doubles from $995, including an upgrade at
time of booking, breakfast daily, and a $100
resort credit.
A stay at the Oceana Santa Monica feels like
spending the night in your coolest friend’s impeccably furnished beach house. The 70 guest
rooms come with velvet sofas, four-poster
beds, and Bottega Veneta toiletries, and many
overlook the olive-tree-lined courtyard pool.
There are Peloton bikes in the gym, hibiscus
spritzes at the rooftop bar, and complimentary
cruisers for the quick bike ride down to the
Santa Monica Pier. Doubles from $771, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.
The tatami mats, shoji screens, and gorgeous
teak soaking tubs at Nobu Ryokan Malibu
are authentic nods to a traditional Japanese
ryokan, but the Carbon Beach view and
Pacific Coast Highway address are decidedly Southern California. The ultra-exclusive
16-room sanctuary is a beloved hideaway
for A-listers, who come for the privacy, the
Zen-inspired spaces, and the room service,
courtesy of Nobu Malibu next door. Doubles
from $2,000, including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.
The sprawling, 582-room Terranea Resort
sits on a 102-acre coastal preserve at the tip
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula, a 30-minute
drive south from LAX. Accommodations range
from ocean-view guest rooms to three-bedroom villas with full kitchens, while a slate of
sustainable experiences – including marinebiologist-led kayaking excursions, tide-pooling
adventures, and sea-salt-harvesting workshops – celebrate the ocean. Doubles from
$595, including breakfast daily and a $100
resort credit.
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How to Travel Better
THE TRAVEL TIPS, INSIGHT, AND ESSENTIALS YOU NEED NOW.

Travel Intelligence
PASSPORT NEWS

U.S. travelers will
soon be able to renew their passports
online. President
Biden signed an
executive order in
December calling
for the creation of
a digital system for
passport renewals,
and it could be live by
the end of the year.
In the meantime,
passport ofﬁces
are nearly back to
normal processing
times after months
of pandemic-related
delays. Your travel
advisor can always
work with CIBTvisas
on expedited renewals, visa applications,
and other tricky,
time-consuming
passport matters.

Easier entry:
Andaz Maui at
Wailea Resort.

TEENAGE DREAM
TRIP Here’s a com-

We’re
Obsessed With
Sidecar brings us an elegant,
hands-free solution for traveling with a hat.
The 24-karat-gold-plated clip hooks onto
a leather carrying strap – or a belt, tote, or
handbag. $150, sidecarlove.com.
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pelling reason to
miss biology class:
new tours in Africa
and South America
from andBeyond,
created speciﬁcally
for teens (and their
parents). Itineraries are packed with

conservation-minded
activities designed to
keep older kids interested and inspired,
from sandboarding
in Mozambique’s
Bazaruto Archipelago to attending
photography workshops in Chile and
joining a wild-dog
research team in
Botswana. The ﬁveand six-day itineraries take place this fall
and next spring.
SMART KEYS Hyatt

Hotels & Resorts is
rolling out technology that lets Apple
users save digital
room keys in their
Apple Wallets. Currently, guests can
use their iPhones or
Apple Watches to
unlock their guest
rooms – plus spas,
gyms, and other
common areas – at
six Hyatt hotels in
the U.S., including
the Andaz Maui at
Wailea Resort. Hyatt
has plans to soon
expand the program
to more hotels in the
U.S. and beyond.

BACKGROUND RESEARCH
IF YOU’RE GOING TO ...

INTERVIEW

The Love Boat
Not long ago, Ryan Ciresi of Gaithersburg, Maryland, kicked off a four-day family cruise on Royal
Caribbean International’s Freedom of the Seas with a bang: He proposed to his girlfriend, Dominique Lee, on night one. Boynton Beach, Florida-based Virtuoso travel advisor Lisa Reich helped
guarantee smooth sailing for the big moment – and the celebrations that followed.

Proposing on the cruise was a last-minute
decision. I’d originally planned on a proposal
in Cancún, then Jamaica, but both ended
up falling through due to Covid. Lisa was
quick to line up a close-to-home sailing to
the Bahamas. It was a plus to have my mom,
stepdad, and brother there to celebrate.
Dominique had absolutely no idea what
was happening. I scheduled a massage for
her to give me the time to set everything
up and meet with the ship’s photographer. I
proposed on the ship’s helipad at sunset. We
went up there to take pictures, just the two
of us. Dominique was very surprised!

(GREAT BARRIER REEF) SUPER JOSEPH/GETTY IMAGES

We celebrated after with dinner on
board at Chops Grille. There was a slight

SRI LANKA
(“Spellbound,” page 84): Read Sri
Lankan-born Nayomi Munaweera’s
saga, Island of a Thousand Mirrors,
which follows the lives of one Tamil
and one Sinhalese woman against the
backdrop of the country’s civil war.

miscommunication with the message on the
dessert, and it arrived with “Will you marry
me?” written on the plate. We called it the
secondary proposal.
Lisa made sure everything was in place.
She arranged for us to have a floating
cabana during our day at CocoCay, Royal
Caribbean’s private island, which was our
favorite part of the cruise. I’d been thinking
about having her plan my bachelor party on
the ship, but right now we’re leaning toward
Las Vegas.

CALIFORNIA
(“Golden State,” page 104): Pick up
the late Joan Didion’s essay collection
Slouching Towards Bethlehem, a lucid
and deftly written encapsulation of
1960s California.

Our dream honeymoon? Australia, to
snorkel and scuba dive the Great Barrier
Reef and see all the wildlife the continent
has to offer.

FLORENCE
(“Florence for Locals,” page 52):
Watch America’s favorite Negronimixing actor chef-kiss his way
through Italy’s culinary regions in
Stanley Tucci: Searching for Italy.

39
Honeymoon hopes:
The Great Barrier Reef.

Number of spa treatment rooms at the
new 68-villa Joali Being private-island
resort in the Maldives – that’s nearly
one for every two guests, more than any
other resort in the country.
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Gallery

Beach Threads
THE SOUTH OF FRANCE, STITCHED IN GRACEFUL RELIEF.

Retour de vagues
Embroidery on fabric

Sandrine Torredemer, who goes by “La Filature” as an artist, taught herself to embroider at age 5. Now, based in the South of France
(where she was born), she wields a needle and thread to render everyday landscapes and scenes inspired by the work of artists
such as Jean-Michel Basquiat and David Hockney, among others. Beyond a creative outlet, her art is a meditation: “Embroidery is
@ameliemaisondart and @la__filature
my oxygen,” she says. Original works available at amelie-paris.com.
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THE WORLD
AWAITS
VIRTUOSO ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY.

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customized just for you. And the peace of mind
that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before.
Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.

Your trusted travel resource.
Virtuoso travel advisors customize each trip with extras and perks,
and act as your advocates every step of the way.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO®.

