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 WELCOME

Dear Virtuoso Traveler,
Ever since my childhood, I’ve been eager to explore the world. Guided 

by curiosity, I love to travel to new places where I can discover different 

cultures and perspectives. But for me, travel is also about enjoying the 

finest creature comforts. If you’ve ever dreamed of journeying in luxury 

and comfort to magical places that evoke wonder – places of authentic 

beauty – then it would give me great pleasure to welcome you to the world 

of Silversea. Here, travel and luxury are perfectly paired in the pursuit of 

awe-inspiring moments.

With our fleet of nine elegant, all-suite ships, we are devoted to venturing 

far and wide in search of remarkable experiences for our discerning guests. 

This has been our mission since my family, led by my father, Antonio, 

launched Silversea Cruises in 1994. Since then, we have been rewriting the 

rules of luxury cruising with such innovations as offering expedition sailings 

as well as ocean voyages, enabling us to visit the most remote harbors and 

secluded coves on all seven continents.  

This year, we are celebrating a decade of luxurious expedition cruising to 

the most inspirational places on the planet – from the Bay of Bengal and the 

Russian Far East, the Arctic and Antarctica, to Australia’s Kimberley coast 

and the Galápagos Islands. And our intimate ocean ships continue to visit 

traditional favorites, as well as lesser-known ports in the Caribbean, Medi-

terranean, South America, Asia, and beyond. In total, Silversea visits more 

than 900 amazing destinations.

No matter where our ships sail, our guests enjoy genuine Italian hospital-

ity and impeccable attention to detail. From the moment you arrive, our 

friendly staff indulges you with highly personalized, attentive service. Your 

suite’s butler quickly reveals an uncanny ability to anticipate your wishes. 

Your waiter remembers your preferences as if you were a lifelong friend. 

Each and every staff member offers a style of service that is warm and 

friendly, so you always feel right at home – as if among family.

I invite you to come aboard and become a member of the Silversea family!

Warmest regards,

Manfredi Lefebvre d’Ovidio
Chairman of Silversea 
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EXPLORERS HAVE  
NEVER HAD IT 

SO GOOD

1. In its first year, Silversea overturned the precedent that 

travel to Antarctica had to be tough, with a stately cruise to the 

spectacular continent.

2. The cruise line dedicates extensive resources and time –  

sometimes years – to scout for destinations captivating enough 

for a Silversea expedition. 

3. Silversea was the first to launch luxury cruises to the  

Russian Arctic and along the west coast of Africa. 

4. Passionate, knowledgeable expedition leaders are nearly 

as interesting as the places, cultures, and history they bring to 

light. (Turn the page to see for yourself.)

5. A collaboration with the Royal Geographic Society, which 

boasts ties to Charles Darwin, David Livingstone, Sir Edmund 

Hillary, and others, enriches itineraries with expert speakers 

and researchers.

6. In 2014, Silversea expanded into new territories, including 

the Russian Far East and the Northwest Passage, where the  

Silver Explorer was one of the only ships to successfully navi-

gate the season’s particularly icy conditions.

7. That same year, the line introduced its expeditions to the 

Galápagos Islands with local guides steeped in the Silversea 

way for maximum authenticity.

8. In anticipation of the reimagined Silver Cloud – a crossover 

vessel that combines exquisite service with go-anywhere at-

titude – Silversea added another world-first destination to its 

lineup: Bangladesh.

9. Silversea recently announced nine new itineraries following 

the routes of famous expeditions and explorers, including Sir 

Ernest Shackleton, with onboard lectures from elite historians, 

archaeologists, and explorers; menus designed to capture the 

spirit of historic journeys; and more.

10. The newest destination for adventure lovers: the Philip-

pines. Plan for days of snorkeling with whale sharks and 

zipping among lush terraced rice paddies in a jeep. 

This summer marks ten years since  
Silversea launched its first expedition 
voyage, a trail-blazing trip to Norway’s 

isolated Svalbard archipelago. Here 
are ten reasons to celebrate a  

decade of Silversea firsts and bests in 
far-flung corners of the world.

Big deal: Expedition cruisers 
have a chance to snorkel or 
dive with whale sharks in  
the Philippines.

Exploring the Antarctic 
Peninsula by Zodiac.
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THREE SHIPS MAKING WAVES ON THE SEAS

Room in the Middle

 FLEET FEATS

From top: The Silver Spirit’s Italian makeover, 
and the expanded ship back at sea.

59 days in dry dock 

Work hours: 450,000
1,000 skilled workers

Miles of new cable: 56  
Added weight: 39,519 tons

34 new staterooms (for a total of 608)

2 new restaurants (for a total of 8) 

Increase in outdoor seating: 20 percent 

11 cargo containers’ worth of replaced furnishings, 
computers, and more donated to hospitals, nursing 

homes, and schools in Chania, Crete

From the “Did You Know They Could Do This?” files: Last 

year, expert shipbuilders in Trieste, Italy, hauled Silversea’s 

Silver Spirit from the water, cut it in half like an enormous 

steel wedding cake, and added 49 feet to its midsection. A 

look at this immense effort, by the numbers:
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Last fall, the Silver Cloud steamed out of 

Malta’s Palumbo Shipyards, refurbished and 

reimagined for cruising polar waters. After more 

than 20 years as the first vessel in the classic  

Silversea fleet, Silver Cloud’s graduation to 

expedition cruising is a source of pride. 

• STRONGER THAN EVER: Silver Cloud’s  

extensively steel-reinforced hull, replacement 

ice-class bow, and underwater sonar make easy 

work of navigating ice-clogged passages, while 

new cold-resistant windows keep passengers 

warm and cozy. 

• MORE INTIMATE: A maximum capacity of 200 

passengers means high-touch service and no 

waiting to disembark.

• PRO PICS GUARANTEED: The new photo studio 

allows passengers to hone digital-photography 

skills and use advanced editing tools, so they 

can capture all the high-def drama of breaching 

whales and polar bears.

When it debuted last spring, the Silver Muse in-

spired great reviews and passenger loyalty. Silver-

sea’s first entirely new ship in seven years and its 

largest, the 596-passenger, all-suite, all-balcony 

vessel wins praise for its easygoing comfort and 

luxurious touches that don’t overdo it. With eight 

restaurants and no main dining room, some of the 

largest cabins at sea, more midrange suites, and 

finely tuned public spaces, Silver Muse has a spirit 

that’s taken hold across the fleet, inspiring renova-

tions to other ships and two near-replica sister 

ships, currently under construction.

Alfresco dining on 
the Silver Muse and 
(below) the new face 
of polar expeditions.

Ripple Effect

Second Coming
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With an interest in discovery nurtured during her child-

hood in Bavaria, Nicki D’Souza matured into a full-fl edged 

wanderer. When she’s not trotting the globe for work, she’s 

traveling for fun, helped along by her ability to speak En-

glish, German, and French. Her fi rst experience on a ship was 

a cruise to Easter Island. For the past ten years she’s led expedi-

tion cruises for Silversea around the world.

CURRENT HOME BASE: Germany and India

SPECIAL INTERESTS: An advanced open-water diver, I love underwater 

exploration, as well as hiking and horseback riding.

THREE FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS: The vastness of the 

landscapes, the fact that it’s still one of the earth’s uninhabited places, 

and the unpredictability and excitement of seeing wildlife.      

DESCRIBE A FAVORITE MEMORY FROM A PAST CRUISE: One day we were pushing 

through the pack ice and saw a polar bear mother with two cubs. Just 

observing the little ones interacting with one another, with the mother 

carefully watching, was precious.

BEST TIP FOR FIRST-TIME VISITORS: An iPhone will not do photos justice in 

the Arctic! 

WHAT EXCURSION SHOULD VISITORS ABSOLUTELY NOT MISS? Any early-morning 

or late-evening landing, when the light is at its best. Northern light, late in 

the season and especially in Greenland, is absolutely spectacular. 

D’SOUZA’S PACKING MUSTS: 

• Quality binoculars 

• Camera with a good zoom

• Waterproof pants – essential for Zodiac excursions (Expedition gear in 

this article, like the pants featured at left, is available through Silversea.)

We asked four expedition leaders what they love most about 
cruising the polar regions, Oceania, and the Galápagos.

FIELD REPORTS
 EXPEDITION: THE ARCTIC

Exploring Svalbard, Norway.

GO  Explore the high Arctic during a 16-day round-trip cruise from Kangerlus-
suaq, Greenland. The 254-passenger Silver Cloud charts a course through fjords 
and glacier-capped mountains, visiting settlements steeped in Inuit tradition 
and Viking history, with a great chance to spy narwhals, harp seals, and Atlantic 
puffi ns. Cultural bonus: an excursion to a Baffi n Island community that’s home to 
more artists per capita than any other place in the world. Departure: August 26, 
2019; from $13,770. 

Men’s waterproof 
White Sierra Traba-
gon Pants, $32.

Greenland and the 
Northwest Passage deliver 
big on natural wonders.

Top of the World
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GO  Cast off from Tierra 
del Fuego – the “Land at the 
End of the World” – bound for 
Antarctica, where icebergs, 
chinstrap penguins, and at 
least fi ve types of whales are 
all in a day’s discovery on the 
254-passenger Silver Cloud’s 
ten-day cruise, round-trip from 
Ushuaia, Argentina. Survey the 
epic scale of the continent’s 
geography from a kayak or 
Zodiac, and earn bragging rights 
when you set foot on Antarctica 
or sail into an active volcano’s 
caldera on Deception Island. 
Departure: February 25, 2019; 
from $10,260.

 EXPEDITION: ANTARCTICA

Strike out for the mysterious seventh continent’s penguins, 
leopard seals, and massive glaciers.

Bottom’s Up

Kit van Wagner grew 

up in Japan, Norway, 

and England, and holds a 

master’s degree in ma-

rine science education, a U.S. 

Coast Guard 100-ton captain’s license, and 

divemaster certifi cation. She’s worked on 

expedition ships since 1999, the last four 

years with Silversea. 

CURRENT HOME BASE: Newport, Rhode Island

SPECIAL INTERESTS: Marine conservation, 

sailing, scuba diving, kayaking

FAVORITE THING ABOUT CRUISING HERE: The 

kindred spirit of fellow travelers and encoun-

ters with the ghosts of intrepid explorers, 

who long ago dressed in scratchy wool and 

frozen leather to trek the length and breadth 

of Terra Australis.

WHAT SURPRISES PEOPLE MOST? The stark 

contrast of the steep, mountainous, black 

volcanic landscape against the bright white 

of the snow. The lack of greenery, grasses, 

and moss is startling to the eye at fi rst, but 

it’s part of what makes this area of the world 

so different.

ONE ACTIVITY EVERY VISITOR SHOULD TRY: 

Take advantage of each chance to walk 

among hundreds – if not thousands – of pen-

guins in their raucous colonies. While species 

diversity here is relatively low compared 

with a tropical rain forest or coral reef, the 

biomass is great, and the sheer number of 

animals is hugely impressive.

ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR FIRST-TIME VISITORS: 

Life is simple down south. The mantra is: 

Stay warm, eat your fi ll, sleep when you can, 

and, above all, stay alert and absorb like a 

sponge the experience of a lifetime. 

VAN WAGNER’S POLAR PACKING MUSTS:

• A simple fl eece neck gaiter, which slips on 

and off easily to help regulate your tempera-

ture during excursions.

• Strong sunscreen for your face and lips, 

which burn quickly in the southern sunshine. 

• A bathing suit for the polar plunge! Monarch 7 8x42 binoculars, $480.

Cruising Antarctica.
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Wigmen, wallabies, and the world’s most pristine reefs fill expeditions 
from French Polynesia to the Indian Ocean.

South Pacific, Australia, and New Zealand

Snorkelers wanted: The  
call of the South Pacific.

 EXPEDITION: OCEANIA

Louis Justin grew up in Normandy and found 

a way to spend years exploring Australia, 

New Zealand, and the Pacific as a young man. 

Now, with a master’s degree from Melbourne 

Business School, a fascination with maritime 

exploration, and certifications from the United Kingdom’s Royal 

Yachting Association, he’s a well-rounded expedition leader with 

34 years of experience in the South Pacific.

CURRENT HOME BASE: England

SPECIAL INTERESTS: The voyages of the Vikings, Normans, and 

Polynesians; early European high-seas ventures; the discovery 

of unknown oceans, continents, and maritime routes; and  

polar conquests.

WHAT MOST EXCITES YOU ABOUT TRAVELING IN OCEANIA? The South 

Pacific is vast and diverse, from its natural heritage – high 

islands, atolls, active volcanoes, spectacular calderas, pristine 

jungles, white-sand beaches, and rocky coasts – to the cultures 

of ancient Melanesia and sprawling Polynesia, which were trans-

formed by European explorers, traders, missionaries, scientists, 

pirates, and mutineers.

YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY FROM A SOUTH PACIFIC CRUISE: 

Visiting a very remote island in the Solomon Is-

lands’ Santa Cruz Archipelago, where Melanesian 

villagers shared stories, passed down through the 

generations, of eighteenth-century shipwrecks, 

and then taking guests to snorkel on the outer 

reef, where 200-year-old wrecks are clearly vis-

ible: the best maritime museum in the world!

THREE EXCURSIONS NO ONE SHOULD PASS UP:

Hiking in the jungle to overgrown Polynesian tem-

ples, witnessing a volcanic eruption, and exploring 

coral reefs’ underwater world.

WHEN YOU’RE NOT LEADING AN EXPEDITION CRUISE, WE’LL 

FIND YOU: Continuing my research in Normandy 

or Polynesia, flying small planes, or traveling to 

photograph volcanic eruptions. 

IN JUSTIN’S SOUTH PACIFIC KIT: 

• Snorkeling gear

• Hiking shoes

• Plenty of sunscreen
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• Highlights of the 596-passenger Silver Muse’s cruise from 

Singapore to Hong Kong include three days in turbocharged 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, where wide boulevards and crowded 

alleys simmer with action, street food, and an endlessly intriguing 

history. Onboard performances by international star ballet solo-

ists offer a sublime counterpoint to busy days. The 13-day voyage 

calls at Koh Samui and Bangkok, Thailand, and Da Nang, Vietnam, 

among other ports. Departure: March 21, 2019; from $6,300. 

• From the futuristic, minaret-pierced skyline of Malaysia’s capi-

tal, Kuala Lumpur, to simple coastal fi shing villages on Phuket and 

Langkawi, the Malay Peninsula and the Andaman Sea serve up 

deeply satisfying spiritual and cultural contrasts. Gain a fi rsthand 

appreciation of the mix during two nights in Yangon, Myanmar, 

during the 382-passenger Silver Shadow’s 12-day round-trip 

cruise from Singapore. Departure: March 21, 2019; from $5,400.

• Ring in the Year of the Pig during Tet (Vietnamese New Year) 

aboard the Silver Shadow’s seven-day cruise in the South China 

Sea. The round-trip sailing from Hong Kong includes Vietnam’s 

karst-studded Ha Long Bay; Sanya in China, where the Li and 

Miao ethnic minorities maintain their traditions; and an overnight 

in Chan May, Vietnam, gateway to the picturesque historic cities 

of Hue and Da Nang. Departure: February 1, 2019; from $4,050.

Kuala Lumpur’s rocket-
like Petronas Towers 

and KLCC Park.

GO  Explore Polynesia’s lush volcanic outcrops, 
crescent beaches, turquoise lagoons, and snorkel-
friendly reefs during the 144-passenger Silver Ex-
plorer’s 13-day voyage from Tahiti to Fiji. Adventurous 
cruisers can swim with rays and sharks and join locals 
for a traditional kava ceremony. Departure: March 30, 
2019; from $9,090. 

Dramatic waterfalls, spectacular gorges, and red 
sandstone cliffs meet Aboriginal culture (4,000-year-
old rock paintings, smoking ceremonies) and 
Australian wildlife (wallabies, crocodiles, red-headed 
honeyeaters) on Australia’s Kimberley coast. The 
116-passenger Silver Discoverer takes it all in, and 
more, on a ten-day cruise from Broome to Darwin. 
Departure: April 15, 2019; from $6,930.

CLASSIC FOR A REASON

Papua New Guinea’s 
Asaro mud men. 

Vivobarefoot Ultra II 
water shoe (women’s), $85.

While Silversea has staked out the top end of expedition 
cruising, its classic ships and itineraries are still some of 
the most sought out in the industry. Case in point: These 
three Asian sojourns, which blend exotic destinations with 
ultra-luxurious accommodations, sterling service, engaging 
entertainment, and sumptuous cuisine on board.

LEGENDARY LENS: Famed photographer Steve 
McCurry has partnered with Silversea to 

document its expeditions around the world.
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Daniel Arteaga grew up on San Cristóbal in 

the Galápagos Islands, where he joined his 

mother, a local tour operator, on many adven-

tures. A marine biologist, Daniel joined Silversea 

with the launch of the Silver Galapagos in 2013 and is now 

studying for his master’s in environmental sustainability. 

CURRENT HOME BASE: Ottawa, Canada

SPECIAL INTERESTS: Photography and ornithology

WHY SHOULD EVERYONE VISIT THE GALÁPAGOS?

It’s a place that looks so inhospitable from afar, but holds 

such great biodiversity. Plants and animals from so many 

regions of the Americas have found a haven there. Their 

adaptations, physical and behavioral, are exciting to see.  

DESCRIBE A FAVORITE MEMORY FROM A PAST CRUISE:

Spotting a Galápagos fur seal nursing her pup on the sandy 

trail of North Seymour Island. These seals are hard 

to fi nd, as they live on rocky coastlines that get a 

lot of wave action. I’d never had the opportunity to 

observe them for an extended amount of time.

WHAT SURPRISES PEOPLE MOST ABOUT THE ISLANDS?

How tame and even extroverted the wildlife is. 

Although visitors are asked to keep a distance of 

six feet from animals, there are places, such as 

Genovesa Island, where the birds are so curious it’s 

impossible to follow that rule!

THE ONE ACTIVITY YOU’D PUT AT THE TOP 

OF VISITORS’ LISTS:

Snorkeling. The rocky reefs are full of life, and, 

depending on the area, you can swim with penguins 

or even spot hammerhead sharks. 

ARTEAGA’S PACKING PRIORITIES: 

• Quick-dry clothes

• Shoes with good traction, as the terrain is often 

rocky and uneven

• Hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen for protection 

from the strong equatorial sun

One-of-a-kind wildlife makes science lovers of us all.

Natural Wonder
EXPEDITION: GALÁPAGOS

GO  Carry on Charles Darwin’s legacy of discovery during a 
seven-day cruise from San Cristóbal to Baltra Island in the 
Galápagos. The 100-passenger Silver Galapagos is specially 
designed to get the most from the remote archipelago, where 
blue-footed boobies, fl ightless cormorants, giant tortoises, 
and land iguanas changed the course of science. Kayak, 
snorkel, and ride Zodiacs for close-up views of creatures you 
can’t see anywhere else. Departures: Multiple dates through 
December 28, 2019; from $5,940.

Patagonia Stretch 
Wavefarer Board 
Shorts, $33.

Meet blue-footed 
boobies in the Galápagos.
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GRAND PLANS
Four months-long sailings to put on your dream cruise list.

The Mediterranean has seduced po-

ets, artists, and more than a few con-

querors over the centuries. Write your 

own odyssey there with Silversea’s 

47-day voyage throughout the region, 

from the French Riviera’s glittering 

rosé-and-yacht scene to medieval ruins 

and famed truffl es on the Croatian 

coast to the whitewashed villages of 

Greece’s Patmos Island. During this 

round-trip sailing from Barcelona, the 

382-passenger Silver Shadow calls on 

39 ports (including Venice, Rome, and 

Athens) in nine countries. Departure: 

June 10, 2019; from $21,480.

On Silversea’s grand, fi rst-ever Asia 

Pacifi c extended route, the 596-

passenger fl agship Silver Muse makes 

some big leaps in 74 days – from New 

Zealand’s lush, unpeopled fjords to the 

densely populated skyscrapers of 

Singapore, Hong Kong, and Shanghai 

to a little-known island in the Philip-

pines where fi refl ies light the night. 

Starting in Sydney, the cruise visits 39 

ports in 12 countries to fi nish in Tokyo, 

right on time for Japan’s renowned 

cherry blossom season. Departure: 

February 2, 2019; from $33,600. 

South America is a continent so 

varied and inspiring, it creates its own 

mixtape soundtrack. Let samba, tango, 

bossa nova, panpipes, and drums 

provide the backdrop as you plumb 

the Inca empire, catamaran among 

Chilean glaciers, sip pisco sours on 

the beach, embrace gaucho life, and 

stay up way past bedtime in the land 

of Carnaval. Your fl oating hotel: the 

Silver Shadow, which sails the 64-day 

route round-trip from Fort Lauderdale, 

calling on 31 ports in 17 countries, with 

overnights in Cartagena, Guayaquil, 

Lima, and Buenos Aires. Departure: 

January 24, 2019; from $23,000.

Circumnavigate the planet in 140 

paradigm-shifting days aboard the 

382-passenger Silver Whisper’s long-

way-around journey from Fort Lauder-

dale to Amsterdam. Silversea’s 2020 

world cruise plies all fi ve oceans, 

tags seven continents, and calls on 62 

ports in 32 countries. A taste of the 

global perspective: Buenos Aires, Val-

paraíso (with a zig south to spy seals, 

whales, and icebergs on the Antarctic 

Peninsula), Tahiti, Sydney, Singapore, 

Mumbai, Civitavecchia (Rome), and 

Dublin. Departure: January 6, 2020; 

from $62,000.

ON THE HORIZON Following in the wake of the lauded Silver Muse, which quickly became a fl eet favorite after its 2017 debut, come 
two new Silversea Muse-class ships. The 596-passenger, all-suite, all-balcony vessels (with butler service for every cabin) draw 
inspiration from their Muse on every level. The Silver Moon rises in 2020; expect the Silver Dawn to break in late 2021.

The French Riviera, one 
of many highlights on 

Mediterranean voyages.

 EXTENDED VOYAGES



Unlearn Asia,
to discover it again.

LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER
TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY OF THE WORLD.
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Get ready to rethink Asia from scratch. Immerse into a completely new perspective; one that brings you 
closer to the authentic beauty of our destinations. 

Asia doesn’t get any closer than this. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to discover our offers.


