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GO BIG,
GIVE BIG

10 trips that make
a difference
page 127

A WORLD OF

WOW

Travel Experiences
That Take You Far and Away

GRAND ENTRANCE:

Shangri-La Al Husn
Resort & Spa
Muscat, Oman

On Safari in Zimbabwe, Biking Istria, Cruising Japan + Hotel Awards and Hot Properties

T H E W O R L D O F C R Y S TA L ®

ILLUMINATES
E V E RY J O U R N E Y

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS

EXPLORE WITH THE WORLD’S
BEST SHIPS
Aboard the inimitable Crystal Symphony™ and Crystal Serenity™,
our journeys are more than a collection of incredible destinations.
They’re the finely spun thread that weaves together every incredible
experience that inspires awe and appreciation as well as countless
tales of wonder and adventure. Emerging from their longest-ever
makeovers, Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity will feature
more innovative dining options with expanded specialty venues and
open-seating, more state-of-the-art technologies including free,
unlimited Wi-Fi, and spacious new suites and penthouses. Replacing
existing staterooms, the newly added accommodations will reduce
guest capacity to further increase the ships’ already generous
service and space ratios to be among the loftiest in luxury travel.
Complement the day’s explorations across Hawaii with an evening
of Nobu Matsuhisa’s signature creations at his new onboard Umi
Uma restaurant. Witness ancient lands along the Mediterranean Sea
or wander the vineyards of Bordeaux, returning to the welcoming
luxury and state-of-the-art amenities of your Crystal home at
sea. With hundreds of ports in dozens of countries across seven
continents, every great journey begins and ends with Crystal.

BOOK YOUR SELECT CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE WITH YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND ENJOY
THESE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS:
• Services of an onboard host
• Welcome aboard reception
• Choice of either an exceptional Shore Experience with a festive
dining opportunity, a Custom Credit to create a unique,
personalized shore adventure, exploration with a Private Car
& Driver (where available), or a Shipboard Credit.

NOBU MATSUHISA’S UMI UMA

LOS ANGELES, USA

RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
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F E ATUR E D 2018 CRYSTAL CRUI SES SAI LI NGS
DEPARTURES

DAYS

REGION

ITINERARY

SHIP

FARES FROM

Nov 21

16

Caribbean

Fort Lauderdale to Los Angeles

Crystal Serenity

$4,240

Dec 2

13

Caribbean

Fort Lauderdale to New Orleans

Crystal Symphony

$3,445

Dec 7

14

North America – West Coast

Los Angeles Roundtrip

Crystal Serenity

$3,635

Dec 22

14

Caribbean

New Orleans Roundtrip

Crystal Symphony

$5,000

F E ATUR E D 2019 CRYSTAL CRUI SES SAI LI NGS
DEPARTURES

DAYS

REGION

ITINERARY

SHIP

FARES FROM

Jan 5

19

Caribbean & Brazil

New Orleans to Rio de Janeiro

Crystal Symphony

$4,445

Jan 6

7

Pacific West Coast

Los Angeles Roundtrip

Crystal Serenity

$1,925

Feb 19

16

South Pacific

Valparaiso to Papeete

Crystal Symphony

$3,680

Mar 7

16

Polynesia & New Zealand

Papeete to Auckland

Crystal Symphony

$3,805

2018

THE UNPARALLELED ALL INCLUSIVE
CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE® FEATURES

•
•
•
CRYSTAL CRUISES —
CRYSTAL SYMPHONY & CRYSTAL SERENITY

•

Complimentary select fine wines, champagne, premium spirits,
non-alcoholic beverages
Complimentary gratuities for housekeeping, dining and bar staff
Complimentary evening of specialty restaurant dining in Prego
and at least once in Nobu Matsuhisa’s Silk Road or The Sushi Bar
(additional reservations or visits available for a modest fee.)

Free unlimited Wi-Fi and Internet access

FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS:
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and enjoy exclusive
Virtuoso Voyages benefits.

All fares and savings are per person, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only and do not include taxes, fees, and port charges of $250-$943 per person. Your
Crystal Savings are subject to availability at time of booking. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. For complete Cruise Fare and Promotional Information and General Ticket Terms and Conditions, visit crystalcruises.com. Crystal Cruises,
LLC reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and change any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time without notice. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without
notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be
eligible for Voyages amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com
for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2018 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registries: The Bahamas

FL AT TS VI L L AGE

YO U M AY N EVE R M A KE I T B AC K HO ME
THE SAME.

SA IL THE WOR LD’S GR E AT R I V ER S.

Only with Viking

Destination focused.
Award-winning small ships.
Serene Scandinavian spaces.
Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.
The Thinking Person’s Cruise.®

Grand European Tour
Amsterdam to Budapest

•

15 Days

Rhine Getaway
Amsterdam to Basel

•

8 Days

Romantic Danube®
Nuremberg to Budapest

•

8 Days

Ask about Viking’s 2019 Early Booking Discount.
To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

CST#2052644-40
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Malta.
More than we could ever tell.

To discover Malta, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

LEGEND

has it,

other-worldly

© VISIT NAPA VALLEY

and down to earth can
live in stunning harmony

Take a journey to a valley veiled in grape vines—where hidden gems are meant to be stumbled upon,
and starry skies put on breathtaking shows. Here, beautiful places meld with beautiful meals and
sparkling wine pairs exquisitely with bubbling springs. Just beyond the sunrise, adventure is waiting.
LEARN MORE AT VISITNAPAVALLEY.COM

#VISITNAPAVALLEY

LET
US
STAY
WITH
YOU.®

Elevate your vacation. Ski-in/ski-out at the height of perfection.

Conquer the heights of the Rocky Mountains or glide down the slopes of the
Sierra Nevada with unparalleled mountain access matched with a collection of
winter activities, including snow-shoeing, ski valet and evening après.

THE RITZ-CARLTON

THE RITZ-CARLTON
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LA
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Moroccan oasis: The
pool at La Mamounia
in Marrakech.

On the Cover
ROYAL WELCOME: The lobby of the new Shangri-La Al Husn Resort & Spa in Muscat, Oman.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARKUS GORTZ.
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Where the memories they make
last inﬁnitely longer.

On Location at Montage Kapalua Bay

Whether your plans call for a family adventure, a romantic retreat or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the legendary
shores of Hawaii to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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exclusive safari concessions.

Lakefront charm and heartpumping pursuits in
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That Floating Feeling
Pristine nature and a dose
of fitness buoy a cruise in Baja.
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Carménère Country
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This Chilean wine region is
ripe for exploring.
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Our Travel Essentials
Truffle cofounders Sarah
Cusumano and Maria
Harrington make TSA
compliance look good.

ON THE TABLE
Where the Wild
Things Are
Kangaroo Island’s triple
threat: Sip, shuck, safari.

76
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92

LOCAL CULTURE
Steeped in Tradition
Samovars and sumptuous
spreads highlight teatime
in Russia.

98

250 POINT OF VIEW
Return Visits
Three very different travelers
on places they go back to.

GLOBAL CITIZEN
Study Abroad

252 NEED TO KNOW

Zander Galli’s far-reaching
gap year opened his eyes
to a world of wonders.

How to Travel Better
The travel tips, insight, and
essentials you need now.

104 FAMILY TRAVEL

86

Stronger Together
Teachable moments
abound in multicultural
Kuala Lumpur.
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104

260 SOUVENIR
Just Back from Cuzco, Peru
A lively stopover en route to
Machu Picchu.

(SWIMSUITS) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (WOMAN) ULF SVANE, (BOUTIQUE) LOTTIE HEDLEY,
(FAMILY) LAURYN ISHAK, (OYSTERS) JOSIE WITHERS

Eyes Wide Open
Seeing familiar places through
a newcomer’s lens.

The World’s Most Awarded Safari Company.

A safari is unlike any other experience and
Micato Safaris is unlike any other company:
For every safari sold, we send a child to school.

Editor’s Note

Find Your Wow

W

HEN IT COMES TO HIGH-END TRAVEL, IT’S

not difficult to find examples of over-the-top
trips full of jaw-dropping moments. But over
the last decade, savvy travelers have begun to
seek something more, shifting away from flash and fanciness to purposeful, immersive pursuits. While some may
groan that buzzwords such as “experiential” and “authentic” are overused to the point of losing their meaning, the
movement is about connection – with a place, with a culture,
with other people – and that’s not meaningless at all.
This issue showcases those deeper kinds of “wow” experiences, from trips that make a difference to sustainably
focused hotels and personal reports from staffers on their
own impactful experiences. Our special sustainable travel
feature, “A World of Wow,” starts on page 127.
Wow doesn’t necessarily mean expensive (though some
experiences certainly come with hefty price tags). It can be
an impromptu discovery, a memorable meal, a chance encounter, or even just an incredible view. Here are a few tips
on how to have a wow moment, every time you travel:

1.

JUST DO IT. What are you waiting for? Take the trip.

2.

WORK WITH A PRO. It all starts with a great itinerary.

3.

PUT YOUR PHONE DOWN. Enough said. You can’t

Life is short, and let’s face it, you’re not getting any
younger. “Time is a gift,” says my dear friend Anne Scully,
a Virtuoso travel agency executive in Virginia. “Take your
dream trip now – and if you’re lucky, you can take even more
of them, because your dreams aren’t finite.”

4.

GO WITH THE
FLOW. Spontane-

ous changes of plans –
or having no plans at
all – create some of the
best memories. While
touring a destination,
I’m all in favor of an
unscheduled detour
to a café or bar. Even
rain delays shouldn’t
dampen your spirits:
When I was with friends in New Orleans for Mardi Gras,
an all-day downpour derailed our plans, forcing us to wear
garbage bags as rain gear and ultimately retreat inside.
It’s one of my favorite memories, albeit a little foggy, since
we took cover at the Old Absinthe House, with cocktails,
laughter, and nowhere to go.

5.

HAVE GRATITUDE. This is a good life lesson in general, but particularly when traveling. David Lowy, a
Vancouver, B.C.-based Virtuoso travel agency executive,
has mastered the art of enthusiastic appreciation. When
we’re together, I lose count of the number of times he’ll stop
and exclaim, “Isn’t this the best ever? Isn’t this fantastic?”
Focusing on the positive is contagious: Not only will you be
happier, but so will your traveling companions.

Here’s to a lifetime of wow moments, wherever you go.

Your advisor can help you organize your wish list and
map out a plan – not just for one trip of a lifetime, but a lifetime of travel tailored just for you. Our advisors’ global connections elevate a Virtuoso experience with insider access
and opportunities most travelers don’t even know exist.

appreciate a moment you don’t notice.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT
esrnka@virtuoso.com

A special shout-out to the team who made this 264-page edition happen, from our sales colleagues who book the
ads showcasing our Virtuoso travel partners to our production team, who keep us on print deadline and ensure the
magazine arrives in your mailbox – and, of course, our talented editors and designers. These in-the-know pros take note
of news, trends, and happenings around the world, tapping into their connections to develop, assign, write, edit, and design
every page of Virtuoso Life. Thank you, Melanie, Marika, Justin, Korena, Amy, Annie, and Rebecca (and Walter, Mary, Diane, and
Miriam, our freelance team of contributors) for another incredible issue.
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Delano Penthouse Premier Suite

Bellagio Hotel and Casino

Luxury Limousine Transfers

MGM Resorts is the world’s leading producer of OMG.
Let Virtuoso unlock even more OMG with luxury limousine transfers and exclusive access to select rooms.

To start planning your Vegas Experience,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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Contributors

THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE
IN SPAIN & PORTUGAL

Writer

Senior editor

Pico Iyer

Justin Paul

Nara, Japan, and Santa
Barbara, California

Seattle

“Eyes Wide Open,”
page 248
THE REPORT: “Growing
up a child of Indian
parents, born in England, raised in the U.S.,
on my way to a home
in Japan – I always
hoped I’d been given
four pairs of eyes. The
way the world has
given us so many fresh
perspectives has been
a lifelong blessing.”
MY DREAM ASSIGNMENT: “I’d love to go
to Antarctica. Over 44
years of constant travel, I feel I’ve covered
the terrestrial world,
from North Korea to
Easter Island. But the
extra-terrestrial – the
extremities that the far
south represents – still
beckon, irresistibly.”

Photographer

Jen Judge
Santa Fe, New Mexico

“Rising Thunder,”
page 200
THE REPORT: “My husband – writer Aaron
Gulley – has been telling me about Victoria
Falls since we met: ‘You
have to see them to
understand their magnitude and power.’ With
an 18-year buildup,
the risk of disappointment was real. But on
the falls’ pathway, as
the rain-forest canopy
broke and I got my first
glimpse, the intensity
of the place was beyond comprehension.
It certainly earned its
Seven Wonders of the
World designation.”
MY DREAM ASSIGNMENT: “Crossing the

Drake Passage on
a small boat with
Natural Habitat Adventures to the last of
the seven continents
for me – Antarctica.”

To explore Spain and Portugal with us,
please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
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“Chain Reaction,” page
150, and “Dive into
Cabo,” page 190
THE REPORT: “Even
though you know you
should focus on the
hairpin turn at hand,
sometimes Slovenia’s
Bohinj Valley is so
beautiful, you’ve got
to take your eyes off
the road. Despite the
raves I’d heard, I was
more surprised by its
beauty than I was by
how to pronounce the
name of the country’s
capital, Ljubljana:
lyoo-blee-AH-nah.”
MY DREAM ASSIGNMENT: “I’ve been
eyeing a dogsledding trip through the
wilderness of Swedish
Lapland for years. But
a high-end surf camp
would work too.”

Photographer

Nanna Dís
Brussels
“Going Home,”
page 216
THE REPORT: “While
I was photographing
in northern Iceland, I
met two women selling duvets made with
eiderdown – feathers
from the female eider
duck. They handpick
them from the birds’
nests around the
country, and they told
me they love their jobs
because it doesn’t involve harming the animals. When I touched
the down, my hand
instantly felt warm – it
was wonderful.”
MY DREAM ASSIGNMENT: “Argentina,

to see the Andes
mountain range.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Arequipa Downtown

ENCHANTING
AREQUIPA

© PROMPERÚ

A colonial jewel amid Andean splendor

© Renzo Tasso

ADVERTISEMENT

AREQUIPA
Cradled by three
dramatic volcanoes,
Peru’s second
largest city is host
to ancient cultural
traditions and
abundant natural
beauty.

V

ibrant bougainvillea
perfume the air,
adorning baroque
buildings constructed from white volcanic
sillar rock. They encircle
Arequipa’s illustrious Plaza de
Armas and luminous cathedral,
gleaming beneath ethereal
Misti and brilliant blue skies.

Salinas and Aguada Blanca National Reserve

A CITY WITHIN A CITY

Within the high walls of
sixteenth-century Convent of
Santa Catalina, discover Peru’s
most impressive religious
monument.Twisting cobblestone
streets lead to pretty plazas,
shaded cloisters, and secret
spaces that were once home
to nearly 200 sequestered nuns.

© Gihan Tubbeh / PROMPERÚ

Santa Catalina Monastery

Belmond Las Casitas, Colca Canyon

An art gallery houses
religious relics and wellpreserved Cuzco School
colonial paintings.
THE SPICE OF AREQUIPA LIFE

The ﬂavors and aromas of
Arequipa’s unique culinary
scene are best experienced at
communal
. Sip chicha
de jora (corn beer) while
enjoying c
(creamy crayﬁsh soup) and
(spicy, stuffed red
peppers with melted cheese)
for an authentic arequipeña
tradition.
LIVE THE ALPACA
EXPERIENCE

Learn about Peru’s rich textile
culture with a visit to the
ecological-tourism complex of

Ready to experience the wonders of Arequipa? Connect with your
Virtuoso® travel advisor today!

Mundo Alpaca. Interact with
curious llamas and alpacas.
Watch local weavers transform
vibrant ﬁbers into ﬁnished
pieces using a “waist loom,”
which has been used since
pre-Incan times.
NATURAL WONDERS
ABOVE & BELOW

Journey north, past Inca
farming terraces, remote
villages, and beautiful highland
landscapes full of wild vicuñas.
Arrive at Colca Canyon, a
stunning natural wonder more
than twice as deep as the
Grand Canyon. Soak in the
thermal waters of Chivay, ride
horseback on a Peruvian Paso,
or hike among the stunning
canyon walls.

The Virtuoso Life

Big Shots
Travel advisors showcase inspiring moments around the world in these
award-winning images from Virtuoso’s annual competition.

“Out of Africa”
Lake Manyara, Tanzania
Tony Zhao

“On safari early one morning, these zebras were drinking from the
lake. Suddenly, they started to run as the sun rose, and the reflection
across the water was beautiful.”
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GO WHERE
YOU WANT TO
Modern or classic. Elevated or enriched.
Travel the way you like, and enjoy unique offerings from
our diverse collection of hotels and resorts.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more or explore our portfolio.

THE ST. REGIS SAADIYAT ISLAND RESORT, ABU DHABI

© 2018 MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

The Virtuoso Life
“Suspended in Time”

Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia
Jacqueline Xerri

“Days Gone By”

Havana, Cuba
Nancy Kimbrough

“Downward-Facing Wolf”

Bardu, Norway
Tarquin Millington-Drake

28

V I RT U O S O L I F E

“We were lucky enough to meet
and photograph two lovely
prima ballerinas from the Cuban
National Ballet. We spent an
incredible morning in a beautiful, pre-Castro house and got to
know these talented ladies.”

“The Only Way to

See the Maldives”
Maldives
Chinmoy Lad
“The major attraction of the
Maldives is the marine life below
the surface, but the second
most popular is seeing these
tiny islands from the air. Most
only get a glimpse of this view
during a seaplane ride, but when
you have a drone, anything
is possible….”

The Virtuoso Life

“Cold Morning”
Lofoten Islands, Norway
Christy Campbell

“On the Inside Looking Out”

Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Deborah Trevino
“I love the Milwaukee Art Museum’s architecture
and design by Santiago Calatrava. When open, the
cantilevered roof lets in light and lakefront views.”

30

V I RT U O S O L I F E

“98 Percent”

Volcanoes National
Park, Rwanda
Michael Distler
“Gorillas share approximately 98
percent of our DNA, and there’s
a soulful connection in their eyes.
Following a several-hour trek to
the Sabyinyo group of mountain
gorillas, I took this photo on the
border of a bamboo forest.”

2018

The Virtuoso Life

“Spools of Silk Thread”

Inle Lake, Myanmar
David Ourisman
“Any tour of Inle Lake should
include a visit by longboat to the
small villages at its edges. Each
practices its own craft; in one village, we visited a shop that specializes in silk thread weavings. These
vibrantly colored spools caught my
eye and my imagination.”

“Turkey by Hot-Air Balloon”

Cappadocia, Turkey
Abby Michaud
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DESTINATIONS AS STUNNING
as the ships that bring you there.
TM

how can we make your cruise remarkable?
we have a few ideas.

Our renowned staff lives by the mantra “no request too
large, no detail too small.” It’s just one of the many reasons
why they provide truly exceptional service that goes above
and beyond in every aspect of your river cruise. Take the
highest staﬀ-to-guest ratio in the industry (1:2.7 to be exact),
for example. Another reason? Our crew consists of 100%
Uniworld employees, with an impressive 93% returning from
one season to the next. Plus, our butlers assume the role of
butler 100% of the time and are trained to the same standard
of excellence as required by Buckingham Palace.
When you’re in the company of the most professionally
trained and tenured staff on the rivers, you won’t have to

“The service was top notch. The staff
went above and beyond!
They remembered what I liked to drink
and brought it to me.”

– Holly
Enchanting Danube
“Before I knew what I wanted my wishes
were all anticipated. The staff, in
particular those in the dining room, were
so pleasant and friendly, I felt sad when I
had to part from them.”

– Clara
Castles along the Rhine

“Your staff is thoughtful, caring and
pays attention to detail.
They learned our names the first day
and never forgot them.”

– Judith
Classic Christmas Markets

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise on
the “#1 River Cruise Line” and to receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyages Amenities.

THE WORLD IS YOUR CANVAS. COLOR IT AS YOU PLEASE.

settle for anything less than the best.

The Virtuoso Life

“Church Under the Milky Way”

Lake Tekapo, New Zealand
Bo Liang
“I took this photo at midnight, after
waiting two hours for the clouds to disappear.
The splendid scene of the Milky Way
appeared just like this.”
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“Burj Al Arab Sunset View”

Burj Al Arab Jumeirah,
Dubai, UAE
Sven Goelles

“Mindfulness”
Bagan, Myanmar
Thomas Roost

“Oktoberfest from Above”

Munich, Germany
Keri Forbringer

“It rained the entire time my
husband and I were at Oktoberfest, but it didn’t matter.
We took a Ferris wheel ride
to get a better view, and we
were not disappointed!”

“Hello, Friend”

Marrakech, Morocco
Ioana Brooks
“While walking through
the souk, I caught this moment between two friends
greeting each other. I left
with a beautiful example
of how travel unites.”

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8

37

P RO M OT I O N

®

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
Around the world with Virtuoso: travel advisor adventures, industry events, and more.

Just Back from Cabo San Lucas
Virtuoso’s senior leadership team recently
convened at the new Montage Los Cabos in
Mexico for a few days of off-site meetings –
and a generous dose of sunshine. Montage
Hotels & Resorts’ first property outside
the U.S. received a stamp of approval from
Virtuoso sustainability ambassador Jessica
Upchurch: “The resort preserved more than
40,000 plants during construction, and the
native landscaping really gives the property
an impeccable sense of place,” she reports.
“The private desalination plant was equally
impressive.” Read more about the new Montage Los Cabos on page 190.
From left: Michelle Rashid, Albert M. Herrera,
Steve Kawamura, Terrie Hansen, David Hansen,
Matthew D. Upchurch, Dan O’Brien, David
Kolner, and Mike McCown.

On a hosted
trip through
Peru for
Belmond’s
highestproducing
travel advisors, the group
celebrates at Machu
Picchu and (inset) on
board the Belmond
Hiram Bingham train.

Virtuoso’s Matthew D. Upchurch (right)
and a group of advisors toast a successful
Virtuoso Certified Travel Advisor (VCTA)
Summit. The inaugural event was held
earlier this year at La Cantera Resort & Spa
in San Antonio, Texas.

LET’S

Discover
TOGETHER
Majestic mountains, turquoise waters, white-sand beaches, all-out serenity, sophistication,
and luxury – the Islands of Tahiti lure travelers in search of the very peaks of paradise.
Discover a rich culture all while reveling in the stunning oasis that is the jewel of the
South Pacific. Take advantage of trendsetting and unrivaled spa treatments that you
will find nowhere else. 118 islands span more than two million square miles, half-way
between California and Australia, featuring some of the world’s most luxurious resorts.

This is the epitome of paradise.

TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.

P RO M OT I O N

VIRTUOSO ®
PEOPLE & PLACES

A stop in Seattle by Windstar Cruises’
Star Legend brings out friends. From
left: Windstar’s Gina McGinnis, Virtuoso’s Rachel Grogan, agency executive
Annie Scrivanich, Virtuoso’s Wendy Romanow, agency executive Gary Johnson,
and Windstar’s Steve Simao.

Visitors from AccorHotels soak
up the city views at Virtuoso’s
NYC office. From left: Christian
Hirt, Virtuoso’s Albert M.
Herrera, Leslie Dodson, and
Gregory Wlodarczyk.

IGNITING THE SPIRIT
OF OUR COMMUNITY
THROUGH THE
POWER OF WELLNESS.

Situated on a 700-foot stretch of private beach, Carillon Miami is Florida’s most comprehensive spa and wellness resort.
70,000 sq. ft. Full Service Spa • Thermal Experience with Nine Hydrotherapy Suites • Nutrition • Acupuncture • Energy Healing
Beauty Salon • Private Training • 200+ Weekly Group Fitness Classes • Two-Story Indoor Rock Climbing Wall • Four Resort Pools
One- and Two-Bedroom Suite Accommodations • Event Space • Five Dining Options • 700 Linear Feet of Beachfront

CARILLON MIAMI WELLNESS RESORT | 6801 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33141 | @CARILLONHOTEL #CARILLONLIFE
FOR RESERVATIONS OR SPA APPOINTMENTS, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL CONSULTANT.

P RO M OT I O N

Travel advisors visit Mudbrick Vineyard & Restaurant on Waiheke
Island during a recent trip to New Zealand hosted by Tourism New
Zealand and Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic Development.
Dallas-based Virtuoso agency executive Jim Strong
and his wife, Kay, attend the NYC premiere of
Always at The Carlyle, a documentary about Madison Avenue’s beloved Carlyle, a Rosewood Hotel.
Strong appeared in the film, as did a coterie of
stars, including George Clooney and Sofia Coppola.

To submit photos, please email editors@virtuoso.com.

Now departing...
new Luxury Small Group Journeys
The same premium Cox & Kings experiences,
now available in small groups.

Japan • China • India • Morocco • South Africa
Scotland • Spain • Portugal • Peru
2019 departures now available
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

visitabudhabi.ae

For some, it’s sitting down to the first five-star dinner of the trip, and being transported
by the rich, unexpected ﬂavors awaiting you. For others, it’s sailing into an exotic,
remote port without another ship in sight. And for you, it’s the little things.
Discover your moment.

ENJOY THE FINEST CUISINE AT SE A™ ABOARD OUR INTIM ATE AND LUXURIOUS SHIPS.

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with exclusive Virtuoso benefits,
such as complimentary Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.
SEP1855

PASSPORT

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

Big Sur basking:
Bixby Bridge at
sunset on one of our
favorite fall drives.

BLUEJAYPHOTO/GETTY IMAGES

Start Your Engines
The most scenic road trip in the U.S. is back on: As of July, drivers can once again take in the hair-raising cliffs, calming redwoods,
raucous elephant seal rookeries, and pocket beaches lining the Pacific Coast Highway from Monterey to Morro Bay. For 14 months,
the drive was off-limits after a landslide buried a quarter-mile stretch of highway south of Big Sur – which for most of last year found
itself a coastal “island” due to another landslide that took out a bridge to the town’s north. The reopening couldn’t have come at a
better time: September brings a noticeable drop in RVs clogging lookouts; perfect hiking temperatures; and orcas, humpbacks, and
blue whales swimming offshore. In October, Andrew Molera State Park’s eucalyptus trees fill with monarch butterflies on their annual
migration south. The only drawback? With one of California’s favorite playgrounds back in business, rooms at Ventana Big Sur and
Post Ranch Inn and that table at Nepenthe are hot tickets once again.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Michele Filgate, Michael Frank, Elaine Glusac, Fran Golden, and Chadner Navarro

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8
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WORLD BRIEFS
Inspired by eight Aman resort destinations, the Brazilian beach brand
Frescobol Carioca has launched a new
line of men’s swimsuits in designs that
distill the essence of sun-kissed hot
spots, from the desert to the tropics.
Blue and white waves salute Amanzoe
in Greece, a diamond motif pays
homage to Islamic tiling and Amanjena in Morocco, and traditional
Bhutanese patterns inform Amankora’s popping red and sunflower-yellow
print. $250-$275; frescobolcarioca.com and
select Aman boutiques.

Turkish Delight
When Kauai natives Kelly and Andrew Kakalia – he’s a lifeguard, and the couple have two small,
beach-loving children – sought an eco-friendly alternative to dryer-dependent terry cloth, they
turned to the peshtemal, or Turkish towel. This lightweight, quick-drying cotton sheet was originally
used by fifteenth-century hammam visitors. Now, the Kakalias’ company, Hoa Kai, sells 100 percent
cotton, sand-resistant, sarong-chic towels and beach blankets. Add social sustainability to their appeal, too: The couple has commissioned a sixth-generation family of traditional weavers in southeast
Turkey to loom Hoa Kai’s solid, striped, and tropical-patterned pieces. $33 to $80; hoakaisurf.com.

Team Player
Taking place in the modernist landmark Ciccillo Matarazzo Pavilion,
designed by Oscar Niemeyer, the
33rd Bienal de São Paulo (September
7 through December 9) will shake up
curatorial standards and let artists
nominated by chief curator Gabriel
Pérez-Barreiro select works to exhibit
alongside their own. Swedish painter
Mamma Andersson, for example, will
surround her canvases with works that
have inspired her, from fifteenthcentury Russian icons to films by GuvSofia Borges’ Painting,
nor Nelson, while the mixed-media
Brain, and Face.
pieces of Brazil’s Sofia Borges and the
artists’ works in her exhibit focus on
interpretations of Greek mythology. The group shows complement 12 solo
exhibitions of Latin American artists selected by Pérez-Barreiro. bienal.org.br.
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COP THIS
Swiss architects Herzog & de Meuron
have transformed Hong Kong’s
colonial-era Central Police Station
and Victoria Prison, two of 16 historic
buildings on the Barrack Block, into
Tai Kwun Centre for Heritage and
Arts. The ten-year project, the largest
restoration in city history, adds two
perforated aluminum buildings – one
the main contemporary art gallery;
the other an auditorium – to the
backdrop of modern high-rises. In
addition to exhibitions, the center
offers heritage tours, film series,
and theater performances both indoors and outside on the former
parade ground and prison yard.
A strong selection of Chinese and
French restaurants sustains extended
visits. taikwun.hk.

(SWIM TRUNKS) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS,
(SOFIA BORGES ARTWORK) MICHAEL WEINTROB

ART & CULTURE

Customizing the Travel Experience
For over 30 years, Swain Destinations has been crafting one-of-a-kind journeys throughout the world's
most WOW destinations. Whether you are looking for a leisurely getaway or a thrilling adventure, our
travel experts ensure you not only visit a destination, but truly experience it.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and start planning your WOW adventure today!

Destination Experts

Customized Itineraries

Family-Run Business

Our team is made up of passionate
specialists that have lived, worked and
studied in the countries to where they
tailor travel experiences.

We customize one-of-a-kind
travel experiences that immerse
you into our exotic destinations in
unforgettable ways.

Swain Destinations is family owned and
operated. Our family values remain at
the core of every aspect throughout the
travel planning process.

Australia

New Zealand

Africa

Asia

India

Passport
GEAR UP

Soft Sell
Tough, lightweight, adventure-ready duffels are a key piece in any traveler’s luggage lineup.

1. The stand-up leather straps of WP
Standard’s Weekender are designed to
comfortably slip an arm through. It’s carry-on
compliant when full, with pockets on either
end; a detachable, adjustable shoulder strap;
and all-leather construction that includes a
reinforced bottom and hand-hammered copper rivets. $350; wpstandard.com.
2. Velomacchi creates luggage dedicated to
motorcycling. Its barrel-shaped Speedway
Hybrid Travel Dufﬂe, with a 50-liter capacity, features what it calls a travel harness (aka
backpack straps) and a design that prevents
the compression straps from ﬂapping on the
highway. Even if you don’t ride, it makes for
a tidy setup: The shoulder straps fold away

➊

when not in use, and the entire bag is
watertight; it’s ideal for developing-world
travel. One note: There’s no interior organizing system, so plan to use packing cubes.
$279; velomacchi.com.

3. National Geographic’s new collaboration
with Eagle Creek has yielded some incredibly
versatile and rugged bags. The All Purpose
Duffel 60L has backpack straps for easy
hauling, is made of waterproof PVC-coated
nylon (so you can lash it to the roof of a Land
Rover without fear of damage), and has beefy
compression straps to cinch contents for less
➋
shifting in transit. A clamshell design with a
see-through mesh interior lining means less
ﬁshing around in the duffel void for the right
clothing. $200; shop.nationalgeographic.com.
➌

➎

➊

4. Patagonia uses an environmentally
sustainable process to waterproof its square
Black Hole Duffel Bag 45L, which slides
easily into overhead compartments. You
can carry it as a shoulder bag, a backpack
(the straps tuck away when not in use), or a
briefcase, and there’s an external space for
magazines and a laptop, plus multiple pockets for pens, a passport, a phone, and other
necessities. Its clamshell opening style and
interior mesh barriers let you view contents
and divide smaller items such as socks and
underwear among individual compartments.
$119; patagonia.com.

5. Filson’s USA-made bags come with a
lifetime warranty and gain a patina over
time. Crafted from waxed cotton that
you can re-treat when needed for water
resistance, the Medium Tin Cloth Field
Dufﬂe’s 68-liter capacity is big enough for
a long-weekend escape, and it’s fully lined,
with two interior pockets to keep contents
organized. $195; filson.com.

➍

➋

➎
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SKI REPORT

POWDER DUSTUP
Classic Deer Valley.

How do you top an epic day on the mountain? With an Ikonic one, or so one group of
powder hounds presumes. A decade ago, Vail Resorts thrilled hard-core skiers with
the debut of its Epic Pass, offering unlimited skiing at its resorts, which now number
18, plus days at dozens of partner ski areas around the world. This season, it has toeto-toe competition from the Ikon Pass, with Aspen Skiing Company’s resorts at its
heart. Here’s how they match up:

IKON

BY THE NUMBERS

BY THE MOUNTAINS

BY THE PRICE

EPIC

27 resorts in total, 12 with unlimited access –
including Squaw Valley, Copper Mountain, and
Steamboat – and the remainder, including
Aspen mountains, Deer Valley, and Jackson
Hole, for seven days.

Unlimited access to Vail Resorts’ 18 properties,
including Beaver Creek, Crested Butte, and
Whistler Blackcomb, as well as three or more
days at 47 resorts in Canada, the U.S., Europe,
and Japan.

Aspen Snowmass, Deer Valley,
Jackson Hole.

Vail, Whistler Blackcomb, Les Trois Vallées
in France.

$999 for unrestricted ski dates; ikonpass.com.

$899 for unrestricted ski dates; epicpass.com.

THIS IS

YACHTING

Leave behind the big cruise ships and large
ports to fall in love with the yachting lifestyle.
Personalized Luxury · 112 Guests · 95 Award-Winning Crew
5-Star Cuisine · Inclusive Pricing
5 - 14 Day Mediterranean & Caribbean Voyages

Passport
FOOD & SPIRITS

Central plates,
from left: Scallop with sweet
cucumber and
seaweed, a goat
and tuber dish
representing
Andean slopes,
and cacao with
chaco clay and
coca leaves.

CENTRAL TO THE SCENE
Chef Virgilio Martínez has moved his acclaimed Central restaurant from Lima’s posh Miraflores neighborhood
into a historic home, Casa Tupac, in the bustling Barranco district. While he’s not planning on tinkering with
its 12- and 16-course tasting menus, which highlight indigenous Peruvian ingredients based on elevation, the relocation
allows him to work with his wife, chef Pía León, on Kjolle, a larger spin-off featuring an à la carte menu for
daylong dining. Dos de Mayo 253; centralrestaurante.com.pe.

Hold the Macaron!
Chefs around the world are moving
our favorite pastel almond-flour shells
off the dessert menu, using them to
sandwich everything from caviar to
an oyster and bacon buttercream.

3. Foie Gras Macaron, Zero
Restaurant and Bar, Charleston
A Swiss tonka-bean meringue
brings a twist to Vinson Petrillo’s
macaron shells, which are filled
with foie gras mousse and topped
with tart lucky sorrel and fermented
elderberries. 0 George Street;
zerorestaurantcharleston.com.

➋

1. Onion Macaron with Oyster
and Bacon Buttercream,
Little Donkey, Cambridge
Inspired by an oyster chowder, Ken
Oringer’s macaron is what he calls
an “umami bomb” packing a wild
variety of flavors: creamy, briny,
and smoky. 505 Massachusetts
Avenue; littledonkeybos.com.

➊

4. Caviar Lime and Lemon
Macaron, Amber, Hong Kong
Richard Ekkebus’ open-face macaron employs a traditional lemon
shell filled with lemon custard and
caviar lime gel for a salty kick and
finished with a crunchy lemon
brandy snap. 15 Queen’s Road
Central; amberhongkong.com.

2. Brie and Truffle Macaron,
Blackbird, Chicago
Ryan Pfeiffer pipes a complex ganache of smoked, vermouth-spiked
chestnuts and whipped Brie cheese
➍
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(CENTRAL DISHES) CÉSAR DEL RIO, (PORTRAIT) JIMENA AGOIS

with truffles onto his macaron, which
is served alongside a cup of venison
consommé. 619 W. Randolph Street;
blackbirdrestaurant.com.

France’s sweet little treat
goes savory.

Unchained Eats
Skip the Vino Volos and the blooming onion outposts: Airports around the world are welcoming branches
of locally beloved restaurants and bars, offering a taste of the destination, even if you’re just laying over.

From left: Mikkeller
brews, a sandwich
from the The Bird &
Kissmeyer, Baba Bar,
and Floret’s Bloody
Mary and vibe.
 Copenhagen

Airport debuted 25 shops
and restaurants in its new Terminal 2,
including Tapa del Toro and gourmet toast
and gin specialists The Bird & Kissmeyer
from Tivoli Food Hall, plus a taproom from
microbrewery Mikkeller.

Philadelphia International Airport
recently introduced local Mediterranean
restaurant Baba Bar from Top Chef winner
Nicholas Elmi, sushi and ramen at Noobar
from chef Hiroyuki Tanaka of Zama, the
Philly-themed Germantown Biergarten,
and Neapolitan pizza from Stalin Bedon
of Nomad.


there from your ﬁrst glimpse through the trees – a feeling that there is something
about Adare Manor that goes beyond anything you expected. Beyond the splendour of the
castle itself, perfectly appointed in every detail. Beyond the cherished heritage of Irish
hospitality. Something so magical it is…

Adare Manor, Adare, Co Limerick, Ireland
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to make a reservation

 Diners at the new Floret, an offshoot of es-

teemed vegetarian restaurant Cafe Flora, can
now get the original’s dishes and botanical
decor at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. Arriving soon: Poppa Woody’s burgers,
from Li’l Woody’s, and a food hall featuring
Slate Coffee Roasters, Macrina Bakery, and
Northwest favorite Salt & Straw ice cream.

Passport

PERSON OF INTEREST

Karla Barrera-Morstad
Water-sports enthusiast
A former Olympic windsurfer and

of restaurants and activities, and all

Old San Juan, the oldest city in the

VISIT WHILE THERE: Tortuga Beach

Puerto Rico native, Karla Barrera-

airlines and cruises, have been fully

U.S., then have dinner at Marmalade

on Culebrita, an island that’s only

Morstad provides beginner to ad-

operational for a while. At the same

Restaurant – try the white bean

accessible by boat and is one of the

vanced lessons, camps, and clinics

time, there are still places in the

soup and the Global Warming drink,

most beautiful places in Puerto Rico,

for kiteboarding, surfing, stand-up

countryside that need our help.

which gets spicier by the minute as

with white sand, turquoise waters,

its jalapeño ice cube melts!

and awe-inspiring hikes.

paddleboarding, and more through
Goodwinds, the shop she co-owns

HOW CAN TRAVELERS HELP? By the

with her husband, Phil, at Dorado

simple act of choosing our island

FAVORITE WATER SPORT TO TEACH TEEN-

THREE FEATURES THAT MAKE DORADO

Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve in

as your next destination, you are

AGERS: Anything that makes them

BEACH A WORLD-CLASS WATER-SPORTS

Puerto Rico. The 115-room resort

supporting the local economy and

stop wanting to look at their phones!

DESTINATION: One: high-quality les-

has recovered from Hurricane

providing jobs.
BIGGEST MISPERCEPTION ABOUT

be a bit biased. Two: a beginner-

BEST TIME TO VISIT: November

KITESURFING: People think they have

friendly riding area and advanced

through April for wind and waves.

to be super strong to kitesurf, but

wave riding in one place. Three: a

HOW ARE THINGS IN PUERTO RICO?

For good wind, but calmer, flat

that’s far from true. We’re teaching

beautiful resort with plenty of ame-

The hurricane gave Puerto Ricans

water, come June through August.

our 7-year-old daughter, Stella.

nities for the whole family.

themselves, and it shows in the

YOUR PERFECT AFTERNOON IN SAN

ASIDE FROM YOUR BEACH, ONE

Doubles from $499, including break-

vitality of the tourist areas. A variety

JUAN: Walk the cobbled streets of

STRETCH OF SAND EVERYONE SHOULD

fast daily and a $150 resort credit.

Maria and welcomes guests back
as of October 1.

sons and support on-site – I might

a unique opportunity to reinvent

ANGEL VALENTIN

➍
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RIVIERA
MAYA
PARADISE IS FOREVER
Pristine beaches, glistening turquoise water, fresh local cuisine, exciting nightlife,
and charming beach towns await in Riviera Maya. Striking a perfect balance of
adventure, nature, culture, and relaxation, these 81 miles of coastline stretched along
the Yucatan’s northern Caribbean coast, are packed full of wow-worthy moments.

D I S COV E R M E X I CO : Riviera Maya

ADVERTISEMENT

MAYAN MYSTIQUE

LAND & SEA ADVENTURES

SEASIDE SHOPPING

From the Maya site of Tulum – the only
one overlooking the Caribbean Sea – to
Cobá, home of the Yucatan Peninsula’s
tallest pyramid, Riviera Maya is chock
full of historical and cultural wonders.
Stunning eco-parks such as Xcaret, XelHa, and Kantun Chi are must-sees for
animal and nature lovers. Hike through
Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve and you
might even glimpse a manatee or jaguar.

If lounging by the beach isn’t quite your
style, Riviera Maya’s abundance of
nature delivers countless active pursuits.
Venture into the jungle and try zip-lining
or rappelling, float with sea turtles, take to
the sea for snorkeling and diving along
the Great Maya Reef, and swim in magical
underground caverns at Hidden Worlds
Cenotes. Or, take things up a notch with
a skydiving adventure!

With some of the region’s most exclusive
shopping destinations - La Quinta
Alegría, Calle Corazón, and Paseo del
Carmen, to name a few – you may have
to bring an extra piece of luggage to
carry home your treasures. Browse
Mexican-made art and fashion on 5th
Avenue; or pick up a bottle of Xtabentun
Mayan liquor, locally blown glass, or
colorful tapestries on the many side
streets lined with boutique shops.

FLAVORS OF THE MAYA

A SENSE OF PLACE

Pleasing all palates, Riviera Maya
cuisine is celebrated for its close ties
to its ancestors and Mayan heritage –
also influenced by the many explorers
who passed through the region. Chefs
still follow ancient recipes from the
pre-Hispanic era. Theirs is a distinct
gastronomy, thanks to a seaside location
and easy access to fresh seafood. Look
for traditional Tikin Xic and cochinita
pibil for a taste of local seafood or pork
specialties. Independent eateries may be
found up and down the coast, with some
of the best restaurants at luxury resorts.

Whatever your personal style, Riviera
Maya has the right accommodation
option for you – 47,000 rooms to choose
from, in fact! With renowned service
and warm Mexican hospitality, the
region offers four- and five-star resorts,
all-inclusive getaways, family-friendly
options, boutique hotels, far-flung
locales, and those in the heart of the
action… find the right room, then stay
awhile. The best part? From your hotel
room or balcony, or down on the beach,
sunrises can be enjoyed from any point
on the coast of Riviera Maya.

A PLACE TO UNWIND
The ancient healing methods of the
Maya are still celebrated today –
Riviera Maya boasts several excellent
spas that rely on these age-old
techniques to solve twenty-first-century
ailments. From temazcal sauna
treatments to a traditional Mayan
massage, new techniques and therapies
are complemented by natural local
ingredients, resulting in some of the most
relaxing and rejuvenating spa experiences.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel
advisor to plan your trip to paradise.

CANCÚN
TREASURE OF
THE CARIBBEAN
Recognized worldwide for its powdery, whitesand beaches and stunning azure waters,
Cancún delivers an easily accessible, first-class
tropical getaway. Glamorous resorts, Mayan
culture influences, extraordinary culinary
experiences, and exciting entertainment make
every day sensational.

D I S COV E R M E X I CO : Cancún

ADVERTISEMENT

COOL CARIBBEAN ISLES
Think outside the beach and head to one of
Cancún’s magical nearby islands, each with its
own defining personality. For fishing, stunning
nature, Mayan history, and Caribbean culture,
there’s Isla Mujeres – don’t miss Manchones
Reef and The Cave of the Sleeping Sharks or
Isla Holbox, home to small, charming hotels
and natural wonders. And uninhabited Contoy
Island delights with its intimate, remote feel
and status as one of Mexico’s most important
bird sanctuaries.

FABULOUS DINING
Flavors from all over Mexico are featured
in regional and international specialties at
Cancún’s many award-winning restaurants.
Throughout the hotel zone and downtown,
there is a new, wow-worthy meal for every
night of your stay. From steak to seafood,
Asian to Argentinian, American to Italian, there

are cutting-edge eateries, charming traditional
spots, and highly innovative kitchens, all
offering superlative service. Brave the spicy
habanero, dip into the freshest ceviche, and
indulge in delicious grilled meats in private
beachside settings and fine dining rooms.

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
It’s with good reason that Cancún is famous
for its nightlife – there’s everything from
pulsating nightclubs to quieter lounges with
live, local music. Celebrate local culture,
customs, and traditions aboard colorful
traditional gondolas at the Xoximilco Floating
Fiesta, take in the renowned Cirque du Soleil
show, JOYÁ, or entertain the kids with dinner
and a show on a family-friendly pirate ship.

THIRST FOR ADVENTURE
Sure, there are 14 miles of toe-pleasing, sandy
beaches to lounge on, yet for those who want

Want to experience everything
Cancún has to offer? Connect with
your Virtuoso travel advisor today!

more, Cancún offers a myriad of water sports
and jungle adventures. Snorkel, windsurf,
paddleboard, sail on a catamaran, take a fast
boat through the mangroves, kitesurf, Jet
Ski, parasail, dive, go sportfishing, and so
much more. Swim with whale sharks (May to
September), go birdwatching in the jungle,
try a zip line circuit, swim in secluded cenotes
and caverns, or head out into the tropical
forest by 4x4 or bike.

GLORIOUS GOLF
Join the legions who have teed off on golf
courses designed by the game’s best. There
are – count them – seven spectacular courses
in the region, all boasting mesmerizing
Caribbean Sea views – some even built around
ancient Mayan temples. Come be challenged
by the distinct curves and gentle hills of
courses that have played host to several
important international competitions.

BOOKS

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS


FRENCH EXIT BY PATRICK

DEWITT (Ecco, $26 ) Patrick

deWitt’s fourth novel is the
perfect beach read for Wes
Anderson fans – or anyone
with a soft spot for eccentric
characters and vicious wit.
The book’s protagonist, Frances Price, is a caustic widow
who’s running out of money
and determined to live in excess until she spends it all. Her
adult son, Malcolm, is glued
to her side. The late husband
and father isn’t completely
out of the picture: He inhabits
their cat, Small Frank. When
the family moves to Paris,
this absurd setup spins out of
control, but it’s precisely the
outlandish nature of deWitt’s
storytelling that makes this
book so entertaining.
 ORDINARY

PEOPLE BY DIANA

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

EVANS (Liveright, $27 ) What

happens to love after two
kids and 13 years together?
Sometimes the disintegration
of a relationship is as inevitable
as a house falling apart, but in
Evans’ novel, the London house
where Michael and Melissa live
might be haunted, adding to
the drama. Evans looks at what
time and domestic obligations
can do to relationships: “They
lived in two different houses in
one small house,” she writes.
Set in England right after
President Obama is elected,
Ordinary People serves hope
and sorrow on the same plate.
 HIS

FAVORITES BY KATE WAL-

BERT (Scribner, $22) In this

novel for the #MeToo era, a
teenage girl ﬁnds herself at a
New England boarding school
after she accidentally kills

one of her best friends in a
tragic golf cart accident. She’s
smart and vulnerable, and it’s
exactly for those reasons that
she attracts the attention of a
charismatic teacher who preys
on female students. “For me,
the past is a cool, dark pond in
which I will always stand partially submerged,” the narrator
says. “That’s just the way it is.”
As the relationship plays out,
it becomes clear that this isn’t

just a coming-of-age story; it’s
also a coming-to-rage story.
 YOUR

DUCK IS MY DUCK BY DEB-

ORAH EISENBERG (Ecco, $27 ) In

Deborah Eisenberg’s ﬁfth story
collection, the award-winning
writer explores all the ways a
person can feel uprooted: In
“Merge,” the son of a wealthy
man tries to make it on his own
by stealing from his father;
“Recalculating” follows a man’s

travels to Europe to attend the
memorial service for an uncle
he never met, but who loomed
large in his imagination. “It’s
odd – no matter how you feel
about a place, it’s as though
you exchange something with
it,” one of the characters says
in the title story. “It keeps a
little bit of you, and you keep
a little bit of it.” It’s also an apt
description of what it’s like to
read this singular writer’s work.
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Bon Voyage
Clockwise from top left:
The Blue Eye, Le Lapérouse
interiors, and a ship suite.

In Another League

Read about more
Ponant-fueled
adventure on
page 168.

For passengers on Le Lapérouse – the ﬁrst of six new ships from French line Ponant (sister ship Le Champlain
arrives in October) – expedition cruising comes with complimentary Champagne, Alain Ducasse-inspired cuisine,
and Hermès products. The 184-passenger vessel’s airy contemporary spaces embrace the natural world –
jellyﬁsh-shaped lights here, seaweed sculptures there, and ocean views from nearly everywhere, including the
sauna and the balconies on every cabin and suite. The real pièce de résistance is below sea level: Deck 0’s
Blue Eye lounge is the creation of French underwater habitat designer Jacques Rougerie; it’s a surreal, dimly lit
space where porthole-style screens project live views of passing ﬁsh and other denizens of the deep, and undersea
hydrophones capture underwater audio. You might feel like a modern-day Jules Verne – but with a kir royale in
hand, of course. Eight-day sailings from $3,990.

ON THE MOVE
As demand grows for diverse ways to stay ﬁt while cruising, so do the options at sea.
After recently launching active-traveler-oriented itineraries on the Danube and
Rhine rivers, Avalon Waterways is bringing the action to the Rhône River in 2019.
On a new eight-day, Lyon-to-Arles, France (or reverse), sailing on the 128-passenger
Avalon Poetry II, cruisers can hike through vineyards in Tain-l’Hermitage and canoe
around canyons in the Gorges de l’Ardèche. There’s no pressure to go hard every
day: Other excursions skew more toward relaxation, such as an outing to create a
custom bottle of perfume at Avignon’s Musée des Arômes et du Parfum. Departures:
Multiple dates, May 14 through September 24, 2019; from $2,949.

Fit ship: The Avalon
Poetry II on the Rhône.

DINING DOWN THE RIVER: Trek through the jungle by day, dig into award-winning Peruvian cuisine by night on
Aqua Expeditions’ five-day, Iquitos-to-Nauta Amazon River cruise on the 32-passenger Aria Amazon. Chef
Pedro Miguel Schiaffino (of Lima’s Malabar and Ámaz) will join a few upcoming sailings to lead market tours, cooking classes, and more. Departures: Multiple dates, September 24, 2018, through November 18, 2019; from $4,440.

60

V I RT U O S O L I F E

Voted Best Cruise Line Overall By Virtuoso
Voted Best Cruise Line Overall by Virtuoso, 2017
Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row
2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016
Joining the award-winning AmaWaterways fleet on the Danube in May 2019, the new AmaMagna is
nearly twice the width of traditional river ships, with balcony suites that measure 355-710 sq. ft. Luxurious
amenities include four unique dining venues, a new Water Sports Platform, an Exclusive Concierge Golf
Program and an expansive Zen Wellness Studio offering fitness classes, massage and salon services.

For More Information,
See Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

THE HIGHEST RATED RIVER CRUISE SHIPS

Bon Voyage

NEW SHIP

Squad
Goals
A lively mega-ship makes for
a splashy family vacation.
It’s easy to get your heart rate
up on the Norwegian Bliss, be
it while racing on the longest
go-kart track at sea or shooting
down a double-loop, high-speed
waterslide that begins with a
free fall. But it’s not only about
the adrenaline rush: Norwegian Cruise Line’s newest ship
presents an array of amenities
and activities, making it a solid
choice for all kinds of cruisers.
The 4,004-passenger vessel
aims to please with diverse
dining options, dozens of ways
to wind up (laser tag, anyone?),
and even more ways to wind
down. Virtuoso Life assistant editor Rebecca Ratterman recently
boarded the ship for its christening ceremony in Seattle. Here
are her highlights:
GIMME SHELTER: Luxury refuge

The Haven is like a boutique
hotel on board a cruise ship,
with its own entrance, concierge
desk, restaurant, and private
pool. Each of its 80 staterooms
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Bliss highlights, clockwise from top: The 678 Ocean Place entertainment hub, the ship’s exterior art by Wyland, Dolce Gelato, and a Snickers Bar milkshake from dessert shop Coco’s.
Coco’s

features Bulgari toiletries, a 24/7
personal butler, and a different
gourmet treat delivered each
night, such as Brie with fresh
strawberries. Haven passengers
receive priority embarkation and
disembarkation privileges, plus

access to the two-story Horizon
Lounge and its 180-degree views
off the ship’s bow.
FAMILY TIES: Grab the whole gang

for a trip to the laser tag arena,
a round of mini golf, or a splash

in the Aqua Park. While the
adults take in a performance of
Jersey Boys or Happy Hour Prohibition – The Musical, kids up
to age 12 can hang out at Splash
Academy for games and lessons
on conservation, while teens hit

Unleash the ultimate you ...
immersed in the synergy of healthy living and pure pleasure.
In this energizing haven, athleisure is the norm, farm fare is perfected, and serenity
is a thrill. This is where you can shake things up and launch new dreams.
Go heart-to-heart with health experts, licensed listeners and certiﬁed debunkers.
At Canyon Ranch, nothing comes between you and you.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to plan your stay.

TUCSON, ARIZONA | LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS

Bon Voyage

TIP
“My favorite bar is the modern A-List Bar – it’s the perfect location for
people-watching. La Cucina, my top dining venue on board, sets the
standard for elegant Italian cuisine at sea. Try the osso buco. It’s the
best I’ve ever had, my grandmother’s aside.”
– Rene Schneeberger, Virtuoso agency executive,
San Jose, California

up Entourage, a secluded lounge
with foosball and air hockey
tables, gaming systems, and a
dance floor.
A LITTLE INDULGENCE: After a

customized acupuncture session, passengers can visit the
Mandara Spa’s hydro-massage
pool, one of its saunas, the salt
room, or chill out in the snow
room (yes, that’s real snow
in there). Those who prefer to
recline should claim one of the
17 heated tile loungers that face
the spa’s full-length windows.
MEAL TIME: The ship’s 20 dining
options feature cuisine from
around the globe. Food Republic serves salt-and-pepper
calamari, pork belly and scallion
dumplings, fresh heirloom
tomato and tofu salad, and
more. Texas barbecue restaurant Q fills its menu with Texas
staples, such as brisket, mac
and cheese, and mason-jar
banana pudding, a family recipe
from a Norwegian Cruise Line
executive’s aunt. Sugar junkies
will feel right at home at Coco’s,
a dessert shop with madefor-Instagram hot chocolates,
milkshakes, and sundaes.

BLISS-FUL BARHOPPING: Start
the night at Maltings Whiskey Bar
or at The A-List Bar, named for
Norwegian Cruise Line president
and CEO Andy Stuart. Stuart was
the inspiration for the space’s
signature drink, the Gunners
cocktail, made with Tanqueray
gin, juniper seeds, and citrus
tonic. Oenophiles will enjoy
The Cellars, the ship’s Michael
Mondavi-curated wine bar,
while passengers in the mood
for a good brew should try the
Bliss-exclusive District IPA from
Seattle-based Redhook at The
District Brew House.
HIDDEN GEMS: The Bliss may be
the size of a small city, but cozy,
secluded spots are sprinkled
throughout. Favorites included
the out-of-the-way Dolce Gelato,
a small ice cream shop facing
the ship’s boardwalk on deck
eight, and the two-lane bowling alley near The Local pub on
deck seven.

Norwegian Bliss will head to the
Caribbean for the winter before
returning to its home port of
Seattle for Alaska sailings next
summer. Seven-day cruises
from $1,049.

From top: Ocean Loops, one of two waterslides on the Bliss; electric go-kart
racing on the top deck; and a Courtyard Penthouse Suite in The Haven.
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There are many sides to The Islands of Tahiti.
Yet they are all connected by Mana.
Mana is a life force and spirit that surrounds us.
You can see it. Touch it. Taste it. Feel it.
And from the moment you arrive, you will
understand why we say our Islands are

To discover Mana for yourself, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

HT

Suite Talk

Call It a Comeback
Shuttered since receiving near or direct hits from hurricanes Irma and Maria last year, a cache of the
Caribbean’s finest resorts are set to reopen in October.

Clockwise from top left: The St. Regis Bahia Beach
Resort’s refreshed guest rooms, Necker Island, and the
beach club at Hôtel Le Toiny.

now 22-room Hôtel Le Toiny on Saint
Bart’s added seven new one-bedroom villas
and a two-bedroom one, all on a hillside
overlooking the Bay of Toiny, making it
easy for guests to watch the surf break
below from their private infinity-edge
pools or lushly landscaped terraces. The
resort also plans to update the bar, open
a new pool, and add a fleet of electric cars
to shuttle guests between the hotel and its
trendy beach club, a five-minute ride away.
Doubles from $750, including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit.

 The

 Richard

Branson rode out Hurricane Irma
on his private, 74-acre Necker Island in
the British Virgin Islands. Citing extensive
damage to the property after he emerged,
he vowed to rebuild. The island’s newly restored Great House will fulfill that promise
when it welcomes its first guests with 11
Balinese-style guest rooms, hammocks
and sofas on the wraparound terraces, and
a four-person rooftop hot tub. Exclusive use (for as many as 22 guests) from
$57,500, including breakfast daily and two
complimentary one-hour massages.

PITCH IN: The 181-room Four Seasons Resort and Residences Anguilla reopened post-Irma in March, and much of the
island has recovered from the damage inflicted by the storm. The resort helped establish the Anguilla Stronger nonprofit
organization; guests can take part in weekly volunteer outings to distribute food to locals, repaint and repair buildings,
and more. Doubles from $550, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

66

V I RT U O S O L I F E

(ICON) LUIS PRADO/THE NOUN PROJECT

 Puerto Rico’s St. Regis Bahia Beach
Resort turned storm recovery into a total
aesthetic overhaul, tapping local designer
Nono Maldonado to revamp its 139 guest
rooms with cool blues, bright whites, and
custom glass furnishings. Almost every
amenity was restored and updated during
the $60 million renovation, including the
pool that sits beside the resort’s private
two-mile beach, the spa, and even the
exuberant seascape mural behind the St.
Regis Bar. Doubles from $599, including
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

Read more about
how to plan for
hurricane season in
the Caribbean on
page 252.

Silversands Grenada presents a world in which life’s pace has one setting: unhurried.
Here is an opportunity to experience this undiscovered hideaway.
You feel good here. It’s that simple.

Now accepting Reservations.
Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Suite Talk

Sundowners in style at
Royal Malewane’s Masiya
Bar and (below) Baglioni
Hotel Regina’s Ludovisi Suite.

Safari Redux
TﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂSﬂuﬂﬂﬂAﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ’ﬂ Royal MalewaneﬂﬁﬂﬂGﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂKﬂugﬂﬂﬂNﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂPﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlyﬂﬂﬂbuﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬁgﬂﬂﬂﬂLﬁzﬂBﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂpﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂgﬂvﬁbﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂugﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁquﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfreestanding
tubsﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂl-ﬂﬂylﬂﬂquﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlyﬂ
ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬂpﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂMﬂﬂﬁyﬂﬂBﬂﬂﬂ–ﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂgﬂ’ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂWﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂMﬂﬂﬁyﬂﬂ–ﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬁzﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂyﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁRates from $1,765 per

person, including breakfast daily and a private one-way airport transfer.

Inspired by her travels across Japan,
Buenos Aires-born, NYC-based fashion consultant Sofía Sanchez de Betak
designed a 36-piece capsule collection
for The Luxury Collection’s hotels and
resorts. Chufy for The Luxury Collection features an array of pieces in bright,
Japanese-inspired patterns, from bomber
jackets and eye masks to this colorful
kimono, which looks equally at home in a
Michelin-starred sushi restaurant or poolside at the hotel spa. Kimono, $741,
luxurycollectionstore.com.
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RAREFIED ROME
If you can dream it, there’s a solid chance Rome’s
Baglioni Hotel Regina can do it. The 118-room hotel’s
new very VIP program offers guests staying in its
Signature Suites intimate access to legendary names
in Italian fashion, art, music, and food. Travelers can
order a private en suite concert from opera trio Il Volo,
take a behind-the-scenes tour of Versace’s atelier,
or sit for a session with renowned photographer and
portraitist Claudio Porcarelli. The extra-luxe moments
are part of a custom experience that can also include
shopping trips, spa treatments, and Ferrari tours
through the Lazio countryside. Two-night signature
experiences from $2,929, including suite accommodations, breakfast daily, and a $100 dining credit. Pricing
available upon request for VIP experiences.

(KIMONO) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

THAT’S A WRAP

SO M E TI M E S ,
LI F E C ALL S FOR
A RE TRE AT.

The Retreat Collection at 1 Hotel & Homes South Beach offers the opportunity to relax, recharge
and reconnect with the beauty of nature in private luxury accommodations, ranging from twobedroom suites to five-bedroom penthouses, all situated on 600 feet of pristine oceanfront.
From pre-arrival to departure, Retreat Collection guests are paired with a personal guru to curate
an unforgettable experience centered on total well-being.
Discover your #daylife from 18 stories up with an Ultra Sky Cabana at the 1 Hotel Rooftop Pool,
indulge in a holistic treatment at the first Bamford Haybarn Spa in the U.S., refuel with farm-fresh
Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor to plan
your retreat today.

cuisine, or embrace the Mind and Movement lifestyle at the only Spartan Gym in the world.
Unparalleled service. An exclusive array of personalized amenities. There can only be 1.

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW & NOTEWORTHY
HOTEL EXPERIENCES
This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso-preferred hotels and
resorts offers exceptional experiences and exclusive amenities
you'll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

MALIBU, CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON, D.C.

MILAN, ITALY

Malibu
Beach Inn

The Willard
InterContinental

Palazzo Parigi
Hotel & Grand Spa

Where the waters of the
Pacific Ocean meet the sands
of Carbon Beach, this opulent
seaside haven awaits.

Celebrated for welcoming
the world’s political and social
elite, this 200-year-old
Beaux Arts hotel radiates
historic elegance.

AThis
warm
welcome
awaits
at
sleek,
boutique
hotel
this stunning
palazzobeauty,
in the
reflects
the intrinsic
heart
Milan.
energy,
and of
rich
culture of
downtown
Seattle.
Just steps from the Via Montenapoleone

Rise each morning to the soothing
song of the sea, and watch the waves
glow each evening with the colors of
the setting sun. Browse among the
Mani Brothers’ curated art collection,
book a rejuvenating spa treatment,
and dine on locally-sourced fare
accompanied by world-class wines.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 hotel
credit per stay.

With vintage furnishings, textured
wallpaper, and crystal light fixtures,
the newly renovated guest rooms
and spacious suites radiate a rare
blend of traditional and contemporary
style. Dine on French fare at Café du
Parc, and sip cocktails in the iconic
Round Robin Bar, established in 1847.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food and
beverage credit per stay.

shopping district, guests will be
captivated by the majestic spaces and
the bright rooms and suites with private
terraces and breathtaking city views.
Relax at the Grand Spa, an expansive
oasis that includes a pool and private
hammam, bathed in natural lights. Caffè
Parigi and the Gastronomic Restaurant
await you for fine dining or an aperitivo
in the private garden, shaded by trees.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: Room upgrade
guaranteed at time of booking, if
available (up to Executive Suite).

SPEIGHTSTOWN, BARBADOS

ARMAÇÃO DOS BÚZIOS, BRAZIL

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Cobblers Cove
Barbados

Casas Brancas
Boutique Hotel & Spa

Jumeirah
Al Naseem

Enjoy winter in a haven
of grace and tranquility in
this English country house
by the sea.

Harmony and simplicity
define this boutique hideaway
that offers panoramas of
seaside Orla Bardot.

On the platinum West Coast of
Barbados, celebrate a holiday
filled with endless activities, from
swimming with the turtles, to yoga
on the deck, to cabaret in the garden
at night. Savor rich, island fare, and
relax in an individually decorated
suite that opens to the ocean and
tropical garden surroundings.

Enjoy soothing spa treatments and
retreat to your individually decorated
guest room. Take in sweeping vistas
while dining on fresh seafood at 74
Restaurant, or Italian fare at Deck
Bar and Restaurant. Receive three
nights for the price of two when you
book by October 21, 2018, and travel
May through July 2019.

Amid the tranquil waterways
and tropical landscapes of
Madinat Jumeirah Resort, this
magnificent hotel reflects
the Dubai of today.
Interiors are inspired by sand dunes,
sea breezes, and the exciting energy
of the area’s Arabian roots. Roam
the shops of a traditional souk,
and choose from a dizzying array
of dining options. Experience the
infrared sauna and unwind with
personalized spa treatments.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One 50-minute
massage for up to two people, per
room, per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One 60-minute
massage for up to two people, per
room, per stay.
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TAKE YOUR TRAVEL TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Discover more than 1,300 top hotels and resorts around the world
where Virtuoso travelers enjoy these exclusive amenities:
ROOM UPGRADE, WHEN AVAILABLE • BREAKFAST FOR TWO DAILY •
EARLY CHECK-IN AND LATE CHECKOUT, WHEN AVAILABLE •
COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI • VIRTUOSO AMENITY

CABO SAN LUCAS, MEXICO

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

VALS, SWITZERLAND

The Resort
at Pedregal

The Vista at
Hilton Tel Aviv

7132
Hotel

Overlooking
Jerusalem’s
Situated in the
heart of
ancient
walls,
this
landmark
activity, this secluded
refuge
hotel
lies
in
the
heart
ofare
a
makes you feel as if you
city steeped
in
thousands
of
a world away.
years of history, culture,
Drift in theand
infinity
pool, or enjoy the
tradition.

Unlocking Exclusive Tel Aviv high above the buzz of
the city, on the top floors of
the iconic Hilton Tel Aviv.

Against the rugged alpine
landscape of Vals, enjoy
deluxe comfort amid the
distinctive architecture of this
beautiful Swiss retreat.

thrill of paddleboarding, swimming
with whale sharks, or learning to surf.
Linger over locally-inspired cuisine in
any of the four restaurants. Receive
a $200- or $400-value resort credit,
depending on room category, when
you book your stay from October 1,
2018 through February 28, 2019.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
spa services credit per stay.

The Vista gives an unrivaled
perspective on the Mediterranean
and the striking skyline. Enjoy
superior rooms, exclusive features,
and indulgent, locally-sourced
amenities designed to enhance
your stay. You can expect bespoke,
tailored service, from exclusive
check-in to the private 17th-floor
Vista Lounge where you can take in
Tel Aviv and unwind.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

Finally, the chance to switch off
and have some time to yourself –
and suddenly it all comes together.
The impressive architecture. The
ancient beauty of the mountains
all around. A unique experience for
the mind, body, and senses. Relax in
the award-winning Thermal Baths,
dine in the two-Michelin-starred
restaurant 7132 Silver, or listen to live
New York-style jazz.
VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

Discover a majestic California
where mountai ns meet

coastline

the sea, with

colorful festivals and a storied Spanish
colonial

heritage.

Revitalize

with

a

Channel Islands National Park

delicate, post - spa pinot. The

just beyond. Mingle beneath

American Riviera ® welcomes

distinctive

you with

where
pairs

red - tile

acclaimed

roofs,

unexpected

and leaves you feeling revived.

cuisine

with bold wine, fresh seafood

and handcrafted cocktails. Dive

the

into

Explore more. Relax longer. Miss nothing.
Plan your escape at SantaBarbaraCA.com

Inspired By

1.
LF MARKEY
Tété sunglasses, $158,
lfmarkey.com

3.
FREDA SALVADOR
D’Orsay oxford, $295,
fredasalvador.com

2.

4.

5.
CLAUS PORTO
Banho Citron Verbena soap, $20,
clausporto.com
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Portuguese Azulejos
Taking style cues from walls that speak for themselves.
Throughout Portugal, a single decorative tradition renders even humble
side streets total showstoppers. The craft of azulejo, as the country’s
oramental tile work is known, has roots in the Iberian Peninsula’s Moorish
past, as well as Italian ceramic traditions. But the overall effect – and sheer
volume – of its expression here is distinctly Portuguese, with tile work,
ranging from geometric Islamic-style patterns to elaborate murals, adorning building interiors and exteriors. In Lisbon, the Olissippo Lapa Palace,
tucked away in the quiet residential diplomatic quarter, showcases the art
form throughout the property, including on the walls of the Tower Room –
which also has its own private turret. Doubles from $409, including
breakfast daily, a $100 spa credit, and a split of port.

(FACADE) CHRISTIAN MUELLER/SHUTTERSTOCK, (BRACELETS) CHRIS PLAVIDAL

TORY BURCH
Kira Flora double-strap
mini shoulder bag, $498,
toryburch.com

COREY MORANIS
Rod bangles, $60 each,
coreymoranis.com

PRECIOUS
MOMENTS TO LIVE
——————————

© Kittipong Chaimaneewong.

M O R E T HA N
5 0 V I RT U OSO A D D R ESSES
A R O U N D T HE WO R L D

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL
YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

City to Go

Ready for a Thrill
Lakefront charm and heart-pumping pursuits
in Queenstown, New Zealand.
BY AMY CASSELL PHOTOGRAPHY BY LOTTIE HEDLEY
GO FOR Queenstown comes by

Clockwise from top left: Yonder, Queenstown and Lake Wakatipu,
snapper ceviche with beets at Rata, colorful souvenirs at The
Outpost, and a snack vendor on the waterfont.
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its “Adventure Capital of the
World” title honestly. This is a
place where preferred modes
of transportation include jet
boats, gondolas, helicopters, and
paragliders – and “Would you like
to bungee today?” is standard
hotel concierge small talk. Throw
in the nearby Central Otago wine
region, The Remarkables mountain range, and Fiordland National
Park – home to Milford Sound,
one of New Zealand’s most visited natural attractions – and the
moniker feels like a no-brainer.
The South Island city is more
than just a gateway to the natural
wonders that lie beyond, with a
vibrant, walkable downtown that
packs an impressive amount of
appeal into its few square miles.
Spring (September through November) promises mild temperatures, cherry blossoms blooming
on Lake Wakatipu’s shores, and
fewer crowds – which means
even more wine and bungee
jumping for visitors.

EAT After a stint abroad with
Gordon Ramsay, chef Josh Emett
returned home in 2012 to open
Rata (Te Nuku, 43 Ballarat
Street), the first of his many restaurants in the country. In a small,
woodsy space with giant forest
murals decorating the walls, his
menu showcases slow-cooked local flavors, such as roasted Otago
lamb rack and cured Marlborough Sounds salmon.
Entrees at Botswana Butchery
(Archers Cottage, 17 Marine
Parade) celebrate pristine cuts of
regionally sourced meat – lamb,
rib eye, filet mignon – which
match well with green-lipped
mussels and pours from the restaurant’s New Zealand-focused
wine list.
A 25-minute drive northeast of
Queenstown, Arrowtown’s main
drag is a well-preserved slice of
the 1860s gold rush days, when
both townships were established. Wander through the

City to Go

TIP
“A.J. Hackett Bungy is the
world’s first commercial bungee operation. Shuffling out
to the edge of the Kawarau
Bridge platform and looking
down at the Shotover River is
an experience like no other.
You’ll be well taken care of,
and age is no barrier – people
in their 90s have jumped.”
– Kelly Cruickshank, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Queenstown,
New Zealand
Clockwise from left: A Queenstown road-trip
backdrop, World, Little Blackwood’s Kiwi Verde
cocktail, and Eichardt’s Private Hotel.

former miners’ cottages that
now house galleries and boutiques before heading to The
Chop Shop (44 Buckingham
Street), a favorite for brunch.

DRINK The beer cooler behind the
bar at Yonder (14 Church Street)
invites patrons to “Get Some,”
which sets the tone at this convivial space, opened last August
in a restored 1882 cottage. Past
the baristas serving Auckland’s
Atomic Coffee Roasters beans
up front, snacks such as tofu bao
buns and salt n Sichuan squid
are served, complementing
beers from Dunedin and Wellington; after dark, Yonder becomes
a venue for bands, comedians,
and touring DJs.
Tucked into the Steamer Wharf
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complex – and away from
Queenstown’s backpacker-heavy
watering holes – the cozy Little
Blackwood (88 Beach Street)
pairs lake views from its deck
with standout craft cocktails,
such as the Kiwi Verde (vodka, elderflower liqueur, kiwi, and lemon
juice). On chilly nights, grab a
table by the fireplace inside.

SHOP A place like Outside Sports
(9 Shotover Street) is pretty
much a requirement in a locale
that champions its outdoor
pursuits the way Queenstown
does. Stock up here on skiing
and hiking gear, daypacks and
camping supplies, and merino
wool activewear from New Zealand brand Icebreaker before
hitting the trails or (in winter)
nearby slopes.

Pick up fun, locally made souvenirs at The Outpost (3 Beach
Street), a small shop overflowing
with manuka honey, art prints,
greenstone jewelry, and more.
The Queenstown location of
Auckland fashion house World
(9-11 Marine Parade) feels like
peeking into your most glamorous friend’s spacious closet, with
its thoughtfully curated selection
of New Zealand-made clothing,
Santa Maria Novella soaps from
Italy, and classic French perfumes, surrounded by taxidermy
and other vintage curios.

STAY Queenstown’s grande
dame is the 11-room Eichardt’s
Private Hotel, housed in a white
British colonial-style building
across the street from Lake

Wakatipu. Stately accommodations with fireplaces and
soaking tubs make it easy to
settle in, but head downstairs
early to vie for a coveted table
by the fireplace at Eichardt’s
Bar. Doubles from $895,
including breakfast daily and
one cocktail-making class or
winetasting session.
A seven-minute drive from
the city center, the 13-suite
Matakauri Lodge hosts guests
in chic, Virginia Fisher-designed
lakefront accommodations and
keeps them busy on private
cruises, helicopter tours of
Milford Sound, and South Island
winetasting and photography
excursions. Doubles from $477,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.

Experience
the Transformation of

Half Moon
Offering discerning travellers
elevated experiences from
arrival to departure.

THE LUXURY OF SPACE & PRIVACY
210 well-appointed rooms & suites, 98% of which have ocean views.

NEW GASTRONOMIC EXPERIENCES
Seven dining options from casual beachside dining and vegan
offerings, to award-winning fine dining.

YOUR DAYS ARE YOURS TO DESIGN
Fern Tree Spa oasis with yoga pavilion and wellness programme,
Robert Trent Jones Sr. golf course, tennis, equestrian centre, water
sports and children’s village.

Just 10 mins away from Montego Bay’s airport (MBJ), reward your
sense of discovery at one of Jamaica’s most iconic destinations.

Seat at the Bar

Still life with
a Chilean great.

Carménère
Country
This Chilean wine region
is ripe for exploration.
BY LANEE LEE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS PLAVIDAL
STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS
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T

HE STORY OF CHILE’S MOST FAMOUS

grape varietal is a classic tale of dupedby-the-doppelgänger. For more than a
century, Chilean farmers believed the
distinctive ink-black grapes with green pepper
aromas growing in their vineyards were merlot, or merlot chileno in Spanish.
Then, in 1991, a visiting French ampelog-

rapher (grapevine botanist) discovered that
the “merlot” was actually carménère, a nearextinct grape imported from Bordeaux in
the nineteenth century. The wine world was
stunned – was this really a long-lost varietal?
Chilean winemakers embraced the rare
grape, seeing its reappearance as an opportunity rather than a marketing conundrum.

Can´t skip
the soul of our cities

#CantSkipPortugal
Can´t skip the people, the views, the
movement and the colors. Taste the food,
breathe the history and visit the coolest
shops. Feel the soul and the vibration of all
Portuguese cities and have fun.

CantSkipPortugal.com
#porto #citybreaks #portugal

Seat at the Bar
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Terrace house:
Clos Apalta.

feast at the winery’s restaurant. For premium Bordeaux-style wine, a visit to Los
Vascos, owned and operated by the Rothschild family, is a must. Stop in at Neyen for a
tasting in Apalta’s oldest cellar, dating back
to 1890. Like a theme park for wine geeks,
Viu Manent offers everything from horseback rides to cooking classes, while Laura
Hartwig is the polar opposite – a boutique

operation out of a Spanish colonial abode.
Most wineries here require visitors to
take a tour in order to do a tasting, so allow
more time than you would visiting a wine
region in the States. Wherever you go, make
sure to pair your wine with local specialties,
such as a churrasco sandwich: thinly sliced
grilled meat on fresh bread topped with
mayo, tomato, avocado, or cheese. »

THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE
The lowdown on exploring the Colchagua Valley.

GO Experience wine-making,
tour cellars, and taste wine
in a well-known Colchagua
Valley vineyard such as Viu
Manent, Bisquertt, or Montes
during Avanti Destinations’
three-day tour. Travelers also
visit the Colchagua Museum
adjacent to the Santa Cruz
vineyard, renowned for its
award-winning Chamán wine.

Departures: Any day through
2018; from $1,150 per person.

STAY In Millahue Valley, not far
from Colchagua and perched
on a hilltop on 11,000 acres,
Vik Chile is home to 22 artistdesigned suites, as well as
world-class wines from the Vik
winery and a wine-themed spa.
During the hotel’s new Harvest

Experience, a team of experts
guides participants as they
pick grapes in the moonlight,
taste newly pressed juice,
blend wines, and, of course, eat
and drink well. Doubles from
$1,200, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.
Harvest Experience available
during April and May; from
$3,200 per person.

MATT WILSON

And, as time passed and the learning curve
shortened on proper growing and harvesting techniques, the wine’s quality improved,
balancing the bold vegetal notes typical of a
carménère with more-nuanced, fruit-forward notes. Two decades on, says Rodrigo
Soto, winemaker for Neyen and three other
Chilean wineries, the drinking public is
ready for it: “It coincides with a market that
is curious about obscure varieties, that is
supportive of native or unique varieties associated with specific regions.”
Today, the varietal is a source of national
pride: Chile is at the forefront of global carménère production, turning it out as a single
varietal or as part of a blend, such as cabernet
sauvignon, syrah, or malbec. On the world
stage, carménères are elbowing Argentine
malbecs off menus and shelves as sommeliers and wine-shop owners look for ways to
keep savvy customers stimulated. To boot,
it’s still a relatively budget-conscious pour.
Although quality carménère is available in
the States, Chileans keep much of the good
stuff for themselves. So consider a trip to the
source: The Colchagua Valley, located in the
center of the country roughly a two-anda-half-hour drive south of Santiago and bordering the city of Santa Cruz, has textbook
growing conditions for red grape varietals.
There are Pacific Ocean breezes from the
west, the protective Andes Mountains to the
east, fresh snowmelt runoff from the Tinguiririca River, and mineral-rich, volcanicmeets-granite soil. While it’s not the country’s
oldest wine region (head north to Maipo for
that), the area is the most visitor friendly. It’s
home to Chile’s first wine trail (with 17 stops),
sophisticated boutique hotels, top-notch gastronomy, palatial wineries, and plenty of outdoor adventure, from surfing to cycling.
“It’s like our Napa Valley,” explains Matias Pincheira, winemaker for Casa Silva,
a pioneering winery in carménère clonal
research with an excellent single-varietal
tasting. “[It’s] recognized as the top Chilean
appellation, where most of the country’s
high-end wine brands are located.”
If you go in search of great wine in the
world’s thinnest country, here are a few Colchagua Valley highlights: Check out the futuristic, barrel-shaped architecture at Clos
Apalta, founded by the French family behind
Grand Marnier, and splurge on a wine-paired

Where the waters of Skógafoss are delivered by nature and the
grapes of Champagne are delivered by your dedicated s o m m e li e r.

Intimate ships

Award-winning cuisine

Open bars & fine wines

E X T R AOR DINA RY WOR L DS

All suite

Aegean
Sea
Mykonos
PIRAEUS
Kos
Symi
Rhodes
Ermoupoli

Ionian
Sea
Syracuse
Valletta
Mgarr

Santoríni

Mediterranean
Sea

Seabourn Odyssey | Round-trip Piraeus (Athens)
14 days, Jul 6; Aug 31, 2019

GREEK ISLAND ODYSSEY

From

Ágios Megisti
Nikólaos

$6,999*
Based on July 6 th

Venice
Zadar
Vodice
Dubrovnik
Kotor
Bay of Kotor
Adriatic
Sea
Brindisi
Corfu
Mediterranean
Nydri
Sea
Nafplion
Sámi
PIRAEUS
Katákolon
Gythion
Monemvasia

GEMS OF THE VENETIAN EMPIRE

Seabourn Odyssey | Round-trip Piraeus (Athens)
14 days, Jul 20; Aug 17, 2019

From

$6,999*
Based on Aug 17 th

Portoﬁno
Antibes

Livorno

Bandol
BARCELONA
CIVITAVECCHIA

Palamós
Mediterranean
Sea
Palma de Mallorca

ALLURING ITALY RIVIERA

Seabourn Encore | Civitavecchia (Rome) to Barcelona
7 days, Aug 22; Sep 26, 2019

From

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest
Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities
including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Shore Experience.
*All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expensesof $155 to $370
per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other oﬀer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice.
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2018 Seabourn.

$4,499*
Based on Aug 22 nd

Colchagua in a bottle.

THE BOTTLES
Carménères are full-bodied, with herbal
aromas and black-fruit flavors. They are
best paired with grilled or cured meats,
spicy foods, and pungent cheeses.

Los Vascos Carménère Grande
Reserve 2016, $18
Cocoa and cherry liqueur notes, with
lingering tannins.

Lapostolle Clos Apalta 2012, $119
Vanilla, cassis, and herbs.

Casa Silva Los Lingues
Carménère 2016, $20
Spices and red fruits, with an elegantly
long finish.

TerraNoble Gran Reserva
Carménère 2014, $19
Sensuous dark fruit aromas with a
velvety mouthfeel.

Neyen Espíritu de Apalta 2014, $48
Raspberry, plum, and pepper.

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8
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Clockwise from top left: Pennington Bay, English shorthorn
short ribs at Sunset Food & Wine,
The Oyster Farm Shop, and The
Islander Estate Vineyards.

On the Table

Where the Wild Things Are
Kangaroo Island’s triple threat: Sip, shuck, safari.
BY SARAH TRELEAVEN PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOSIE WITHERS
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HE MAIN ATTRACTION ON KANGAROO ISLAND HAS LONG BEEN THE WILDLIFE: MORE THAN

a third of the 1,700-square-mile South Australia island is protected land. But on the first
morning of my visit, I was ankle deep in warm seawater, squinting out at oyster beds framed
by bobbing sailboats and a clear blue sky. In recent years, a crop of boutique wineries and

forage-to-fork restaurants has popped up,
many scattered within an hour’s drive of
the main town of Kingscote. And with a
population of just under 5,000 residents,
the island has a dining scene that’s small
enough for visitors to gain privileged access – wading into Gulf Saint Vincent before shucking a briny oyster, for example,
or touring a sheep farm and then sampling
its cheeses. The result is a culinary wonderland that blends wild and polished,
making the entire place feel like one big
gourmet open-air picnic.

and olive oil. When I visited during asparagus season in January, Ingram treated
the vegetable with the same reverence
as a prime cut of beef. It’s all paired with
island-produced beer, wine, and spirits
and served on a breezy hilltop overlooking
American Beach. BYOB (bring your own
binoculars) and you may spot a mob of
kangaroos hopping through the adjacent
grasslands. 4564 Hog Bay Road, Kangaroo
Head; sunsetfoodandwine.com.
Aw Shucks

THE OYSTER FARM SHOP
Dinner and a View

SUNSET FOOD & WINE
One of the island’s newest stars, Sunset
opened in late 2016 with a focus on indigenous and seasonal ingredients. The lure
here is chef Jack Ingram, who worked in
several Melbourne kitchens before relocating to Kangaroo Island. Menu standouts at the casual space include greenlip
abalone, marinated octopus, and braised
lamb shoulder with island-sourced honey

This unassuming, bright-blue oyster shop
belongs to Kangaroo Island Shellfish – the
area’s largest commercial oyster farm –
and the operation combines the best of
old and new Kangaroo Island. Business
is ramping up, with a focus on cultivating two varieties of oyster: deep-water
premiums, known for their frilly shells,
and the smoother-shelled coastal creams.
(Both tender bivalve strains are exported widely across Australia and Asia.)

Persiiiirioxo2
The Hartling Group does it again,
as the splendid new Shore Club presents The Shore Club Villas,
offering the ultimate in style and luxury, and conveniently
located within the resort, already hailed as one of the most
exciting new destinations in the Caribbean.

Distillation prep at
Kangaroo Island Spirits.

Take everything you know about The Palms Turks and Caicos –
the award-winning Grace Bay Beach location, sumptuous décor, exquisite
amenities and impeccable service – and transport it a few minutes
away to the trendy chic Long Bay Beach.
And there’s The Shore Club – endless beach, spectacular views, style
to burn and some of the world’s best kiteboarding – all wrapped up in that
singular Hartling Group sophistication.
So there is a way to improve on perfection. Double it.

Write Your Story Here
The Villas at The Shore Club
The Palms
Penthouse Balcony

Tsoooiiiiiiioiiiccissoisooiiillilloriirllisso
Tsoooiiiiiiiiiiicccsssssooooollllllllrrrrrrsss
irthoothllrthoothithiillsorsothi
irthththththththththththththththsssssthth thirithrioosithiooo
ththrrrrrooooooooo

LAID-BACK LUXE

On the Table

Cocktails in the Garden

KANGAROO ISLAND SPIRITS
Spouses Jon and Sarah Lark use local herbs
and juniper to create preservative-free,
small-batch gins, vodkas, and liqueurs. On

TIP
“Southern Ocean Lodge stocks a range of Kangaroo Island Spirits’ gin in its open
bar; make a sundowner – a gimlet or a mulberry gin fizz – and grab a seat
overlooking the beach below.”
– Riya Thanissorn, Virtuoso travel advisor, Adelaide

a rural Cygnet River property that teems
with fragrant herbs and wildflowers, the
couple distill spirits with cardamom, tonka
beans, and wild rosemary; they even make
one liqueur with honey from the island’s Ligurian bees. Guests can sample inside their
small tasting room, adjacent to a copper
still named Mary, or hang out in the garden
with a signature affogato: local ice cream

drizzled with Kangaroo Island’s Honey &
Walnut liqueur and topped with a shot
of espresso. 856 Playford Highway, Cygnet
River; kispirits.com.au.
Down on the Farm

ISLAND PURE SHEEP DAIRY
Much of Kangaroo Island’s food industry
stems from a crash in wool prices in the

Clockwise from top left: Sunset Food & Wine and its kingfish sashimi dish, and Kangaroo Island’s eponymous wildlife.
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(KANGAROOS) ANDREA IZZOTTI/ALAMY

Progress and popularity aside, you can
still roll up your pant legs and stand at the
edge of Eastern Cove, taking in the aquaculture while watching harvesters pluck
shells from the water. Up at the shop, a
tasting menu showcases a variety of sustainable seafood, including abalone, King
George whiting, marron (Australian crayfish), and freshly shucked and smoked
oysters. Tangara Drive, American River.

late 1980s that forced agricultural diversification. Established in 1992, Island
Pure’s thick, rich, and definitely not lowfat dairy is influenced by the old Spanish
proverb, “Cheese from the ewe, milk from
the goat, butter from the cow.” Visitors
can tour the dairy’s grounds on the banks
of the Cygnet River and spy wild turkeys
and baby lambs before heading inside to
see how the handmade cheeses, yogurts,
and butters are prepared. Along the way,
sample creamy manchego and a tangy,
firm haloumi that’s grilled on the spot.
Stop in the farm shop for gelato; a platter
of cheeses, meats, and fresh-baked bread;
and a bottle of wine to create your own
picnic on the grass. 127 Gum Creek Road,
Cygnet River; islandpure.com.au.
Sun-Kissed Vintages

THE ISLANDER ESTATE VINEYARDS
When Bordeaux winemaker Jacques Lurton and his wife, Françoise, visited Kangaroo Island on their honeymoon in 1997,
they fell in love with its natural beauty.

Freshly shucked
treasures from The
Oyster Farm Shop.

On the Table

Clockwise from top left: Island Pure Sheep Dairy and its farm shop’s cheese and charcuterie
platter, and The Islander Estate Vineyards.

5 TH N I G H T ON US
W HE N YO U B OOK A
RO O M O R S U IT E*
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS

Three years later, Jacques returned to his
new part-time home, hunting for a prime
location to capture the island’s cool sea
breezes – optimal conditions for grape
growing. He found it in the hills along
the Cygnet River and started planting;
the vineyard released its first vintage in
2003 and now produces 14 wines from
nine grape varieties. A short drive away
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*Excludes Villa, Waldorf, Governor, Presidential Suites

VIRTUOSO LIFE

in Cygnet River is the winery’s tasting
room, where guests can sample crisp
whites, refreshing rosés, and Burgundylike reds. Add a cheese plate, or plan a
visit around one of The Islander’s pop-up
dining events (in partnership with a local
caterer) for gourmet plates that pair well
with its wines. 78 Gum Creek Road, Cygnet
River; iev.com.au.

HOP ON OVER

DISCOVER JAPAN

Essential details for
Kangaroo Island exploration.

WITH EXCLUSIVE RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL EXPERIENCES IN TOKYO, KYOTO & OSAKA

GO Kangaroo Island stays temperate yearround, but the summers (December through
February) are warm and dry. Kingscote, the
island’s largest town, is a 20-minute flight
from Adelaide or a 45-minute ferry ride from
Cape Jervis.

STAY Occupying a clifftop perch on the
island’s rugged southwest coast, the 21room Southern Ocean Lodge champions
Kangaroo Island’s farm-to-table food philosophy. Its popular Kangas and Kanapes
cocktail hour lets guests pair kangaroo
spotting with snacks at dusk. Doubles from
$1,770, including airport transfers, all meals
and beverages, a $50 spa credit, and a $50
activity credit.

SEE Spend three days restaurant-hopping,
exploring fur seal colonies, and more on
Kangaroo Island during Swain Destinations’ 13-day wine- and nature-focused tour
of South Australia. Other stops include the
Yarra Valley, Mornington Peninsula, and
Melbourne. Departures: Any day through
2018; from $10,195.

Small-batch
goodness from
Kangaroo Island Spirits.
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THE RITZ-CARLTON,
TOKYO

THE RITZ-CARLTON,
KYOTO

THE RITZ-CARLTON,
OSAKA

Capture once-in-a-lifetime Tokyo
memories with curated local
experiences. Here your journey
begins at the hotel’s 45th level,
enticing floor-to-ceiling windows
perfectly framing the skyline
with Tokyo Tower and Mt. Fuji
views. Explore, seven restaurants,
including Michelinstarred Azure
45, Club Level accommodations,
and a floor dedicated to health
and wellness.

Perched along the famous
Kamogawa river, The Ritz-Carlton,
Kyoto offers sublime views of
the river, and walking proximity
to Gion where shopping,
dining and entertainment
await. Blending centuries-old
architecture with luxurious
modernity, guests will be awed
by an intimate arrival experience,
and two main signature
restaurants including Michelinstarred Tempura Mizuki.

Osaka is a culinary dream for
foodies, from street food to
Michelin restaurants, including
the hotel’s Michelin-starred
La Baie restaurant. Set in NishiUmeda neighboring luxury
shopping, local artisans and
cultural attractions. The city is the
gateway to western Japan and a
great base for day trips to Kyoto,
Nara, Kobe and Hiroshima.

Local Culture

From left: A kokoshnik
headdress and traditional
clothing at The Ritz-Carlton,
Moscow, and Shinok’s
samovar tea service.

Steeped in
Tradition
Samovars and sumptuous spreads
highlight teatime in Russia.
BY JEFF KOEHLER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ULF SVANE
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T

EA, RATHER THAN VODKA, IS RUSSIA’S NATIONAL DRINK.

Among the world’s biggest consumers of the beverage, Russians from Saint Petersburg to Siberia gather around large
brass urns on frigid winter mornings, late into the White
Nights on summer terraces, and much of the time in between. The
drink gained widespread popularity here relatively late compared

Sculpted by time.
A desert speaks, the world listens.
A landscape of space, of time, of magnitude.

EAST-WEST / WEST-EAST by Richard Serra,
Brouq Nature Reserve, West Qatar

Local Culture

Clockwise from top left: Cafés and
entertainment venues fill Moscow’s Tverskoy
District; savory dishes at The Ritz-Carlton, Moscow’s
tea include beef piroshki and salmon rasstegai
(center plate); Shinok’s borscht and waitstaff; and
the Kremlin and Red Square.

to many countries, but what began as an
aristocratic luxury grew into a household
necessity and an emblem of daily life by
the 1870s.
The traditional two-step preparation
begins with a pot of robust, concentrated
tea (zavarka) that sits atop a samovar – a
large two-handled urn with a spigot at its
base. A chimneylike tube running through
the samovar’s center is filled with coals,
typically birch chips or pine cones, to heat
the urn’s water as well as the zavarka. Tea
drinkers pour a bit of the concentrate into
a cup, then dilute it with the samovar’s
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water to soften the brew’s intensity to
their desired level.
Outside of dachas (second homes in the
countryside), many people have replaced
samovars with electric kettles, yet they
remain a symbol of Russian culture and
familial intimacy. Devised as a practical
method to prepare tea, the samovar became not just a source of boiling water,
or even heat for a room, but a comforting
object to gather around. The manner of
brewing, though, stayed the same.
With tea comes food, of course, and certainly more than a digestive biscuit. “There

is almost nothing that doesn’t go with tea,”
says Hotel Baltschug Kempinski’s executive chef Maxim Maksakov, before rattling
off dozens of accompaniments he recommends, from the deeply savory – smoked
salmon, herring, and crepelike blini topped
with caviar and sour cream – to decadent
sweet cakes and preserves.
Unlike in other countries, high tea isn’t
solely an afternoon affair: Travelers will
discover generous spreads around a samovar throughout the day. But for the visitor
to Moscow, there are few better moments
to experience this Russian tradition than

after exploring the Kremlin or before a visit to the Pushkin Museum. The most Russian of all pick-me-ups is also the tastiest.

STRONG BREW Four tearooms worth seeking out in Moscow.
Scents of Place

SHINOK

Cozy with a side of
elegance at Shinok.

Afternoon tea in the stylish open loft of
Ukrainian restaurant Shinok begins with
staff spreading a traditional embroidered
runner on your table, upon which they set
a sturdy, antique brass samovar with a column of birch embers. These keep the water
hot for hours, but they also imbue the room
with rustic aromas that recall a bucolic afternoon at the dacha. The service includes
blini with apricot, cherry, and black currant
preserves, plus honey and a favorite topping
during the Soviet era, condensed milk. Don’t
leave without ordering a plate of Elena Nikiforova’s exquisite vareniki, dumplings filled
with juicy cherry compote. 2 Year 1905 Street;
samovar tea service from noon to midnight.

E Komo Mai… Welcome to the new Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua.

Newly reimagined guest rooms and suites including one- and two-bedroom residential suites with enhanced kitchens,
feature fresh, new island modern decor embracing Maui’s natural beauty and rich cultural heritage. This AAA-Five
Diamond resort also recently unveiled an enhanced lobby experience, the new take away market place, Kai Café, and
custom-designed poolside cabanas. Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information.
®

2018 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C.

Local Culture

The Traditionalist

THE RITZ-CARLTON, MOSCOW
Find your way to the hotel’s opulent lobby
bar, a short walk from the Kremlin and
Red Square, for Moscow’s most traditional
Russian tea, served by staff in typical folk
attire of sarafans (long, sleeveless jumper
dresses), blouses, and crest-shaped headdresses. Samovars arrive draped with necklaces of sushki, small round bread rings with
poppy seeds, the first of many delicacies
that include lacquered plates of blini, sweet
and savory stuffed pastries, and a selection
of homemade fruit compotes. Local tip:
Dollop some of the raspberry preserve directly into your teacup. 3 Tverskaya Street;
afternoon tea served from 1 to 7 pm.
Noble Calling

CAFÉ PUSHKIN

Clockwise from top left: Café Pushkin
and its Ivan Chai served with honey,
blini with black caviar and condiments
at the Hotel Baltschug Kempinski
Moscow, Saint Basil’s Cathedral, and
the Pushkin Museum.
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Soft afternoon light floods Café Pushkin’s
second-floor library, casting the refined
table settings and high shelves of antique
books and old globes in romantic tones. Every detail of the baronial mansion recalls
pre-Soviet Russian nobility – especially its
afternoon tea. Along with slices of ninelayer honey cake, waitstaff in nineteenthcentury cravats, waistcoats, and long white
aprons offer a wide selection of teas beyond
classic black. Of note: Ivan Chai, an earthysweet tisane of dried and fermented wild
fireweed (or willow herb) that predates
black tea’s popularity in Russia. Another
is an infusion of sea buckthorn (a local
golden-orange berry) and ginger, a tangy

drink best sweetened with dense linden
honey. 26A Tverskoy Boulevard; afternoon
tea served from noon to 6 pm.
Rise and Shine

HOTEL BALTSCHUG KEMPINSKI MOSCOW
Just across the river from the ancient city
center, the Hotel Baltschug Kempinski rewards guests with perhaps the city’s best
views of the polychrome onion domes of
Saint Basil’s Cathedral. At breakfast, a
gleaming silver electric samovar dominates the lavish buffet. Pair your tea with
syrniki, pancakelike cottage cheese patties
topped with a spoonful of strawberry jam.
Guests can choose to use a samovar or not
for afternoon tea, which brings a Russian
twist to classic accompaniments, such as
a decadent Black Forest cake with cherry
compote and crustless finger sandwiches
made with local smoked salmon and horseradish. Start your morning off with a cup
and return for round two in the afternoon – in
Russia, any time is teatime. 1 Balchug Street;
afternoon tea served from 2 to 6 pm.

Afternoon tea for two at the
Hotel Baltschug Kempinski.

AU DAC I O U S
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Global Citizen

Close encounters
with Magellanic penguins on Argentina’s
Valdés Peninsula.

Study Abroad
Zander Galli’s far-reaching gap year – between
middle school and high school – opened his
eyes to a world of wonders.
AS TOLD TO DAVID HOCHMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ZANDER GALLI
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OR AS LONG AS I CAN REMEMBER, I’VE BEEN FASCINATED

by wildlife and protecting natural habitats. Between eighth and
ninth grades, the opportunity presented itself to take a year off to
travel the world, and I went about as far as I could to turn my passion for the natural world into an unbelievable reality.
I was 14 when I started my gap year in Alaska, then Baffin Island, Iceland, the UK, Japan, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, India, Argentina, Chile,

FEEL FREE TO DISCOVER
YOUR WORLD.
Feel Free to let inspiration guide you on your cruise vacation. That’s the beauty of sailing with
Norwegian. Where unpacking happens once and relaxing, exploring and superb dining can
happen whenever you like – all for one incredible price. Where spectacular entertainment comes
straight from Broadway. Where there’s more sizzling dining choices than days of your vacation.
Where splashes are larger and the thrills are greater. Book today to experience a journey as
exciting as the destinations you’ll explore.
Book now and receive up to $300 in Onboard Credit per stateroom on select sailings plus
Norwegian’s Free At Sea amenities when you book through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
©2018 NCL Corporation Ltd 7/18

HAWAI`I

EUROPE

CARIBBEAN

Only Norwegian visits 4 islands in 7 days
with overnights in Maui and Kaua`i.

Norwegian’s award-winning ships sail
throughout Europe to the Mediterranean,
Northern Europe and the Adriatic & Greece.

Sail from 7 convenient departure ports
including New Orleans to the Eastern,
Western & Southern Caribbean.

Global Citizen

I was
falling asleep
and thought I felt
a snake crawling
up my leg.
That was the
end of sleeping
for the night.

the Falklands, Antarctica, on to South Africa, and back to the Arctic. Next came New
Zealand, Australia, Indonesia, and Brazil.
The final leg was six weeks touring Madagascar, Kenya, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and South Africa. It took roughly
two years to plan the trip. My parents and I
live in Baltimore, and we worked with Virtuoso travel advisor Martha Rhodes, who’s
based in Richmond, Virginia. We met her on
a family trip to the Galápagos when I was 11.
One of my parents traveled with me to
all but one destination, the Canadian Arctic, and over the year I’ve grown in every
possible way. I’ve become more and more
aware of how important it is to engage and
educate local communities about the economic value of ethical ecotourism for wildlife conservation to succeed. Traveling has
transformed my writing and photography
skills and my cultural awareness. I have a
true global perspective now. I’m also taller.
IN INDONESIA, WE SAW THE CRITICALLY

Clockwise from top: Exploring the Nam Nern River in Laos, inspecting moth traps at the
British Trust for Ornithology, a jaguar in the Brazilian Pantanal, visiting a resident of South
Africa’s Kalahari Meerkat Project, and a kaka parrot on New Zealand’s North Island.

100

V I RT U O S O L I F E

endangered Bali mynah, also known as the
Rothschild’s mynah. There are only around
90 of these birds left in the wild. In New
Zealand, we spotted the flightless takahe,
once thought to be extinct, and crawled
through muddy swamps to see wild kiwis.
In India, we were fortunate enough to find
Bengal tigers. Definitely the hardest challenge was seeing polar bear cubs in Canada: 14 hours on a qamutik, a traditional
snow sled, with frostbite on my nose and

the almost impossible task of picking the
bears out from the white landscape. You
have to travel ahead of them and then wait.
We waited six hours in one spot until the
adorable cubs finally arrived.
Initially, I wrote out a big list of countries I thought would be interesting, then
Martha and I narrowed things down and
got into specific wildlife for each location.
In the UK, my mother and I met a scientist
who Martha had connected us with, and he
invited us to visit his meerkat research site
in South Africa’s Kalahari Desert, a trip that
Martha also coordinated. She also met up
with my family and me in Iceland.
Martha was involved with every step of
the planning, and we were in contact almost
every day. Throughout the trip, she introduced me to experts in each place, the top
local guides, and the best people to build
relationships with. One example: Lawrence Blair, an anthropologist and explorer
in Indonesia’s Komodo National Park, who
we spent five days with on a research vessel. In South Africa’s Phinda Private Game

Polar prize: A mom
and her cubs in the
Canadian Arctic.

Authentic experiences.
Breathtaking scenery.
Local flavor.
Experience the very best of Ireland, Scotland,
England and Wales in 2019 with CIE Tours!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW WEEKENDER COLLECTION
Take a city break in London, Edinburgh or Dublin – you’ll get all the freedom
of independent travel with the added bonus of the expert knowledge only
CIE Tours can provide. Or if you’d prefer to visit Ireland’s top scenic highlights,
check out Kickin’ Killarney, a more traditional guided vacation.
PRIVATE DRIVER VACATIONS
• We create customized itineraries with curated experiences – travel
your own way
• Our private drivers are eager to share authentic experiences, in-depth
knowledge and story-telling about our destinations
• Perfect for 2 or a group up to 9
NEW FOR 2019! SPECIAL EVENTS
• Fireworks & Fun: New Year’s Eve 2019 in London
• Tartan & Toasts: New Year’s Eve 2019 in Edinburgh
• The Wearing of the Green: Saint Patrick’s Day 2019 in Dublin

Book now & save 5% up to $800 per couple on
2019 guided vacations in Ireland & Britain!*

To book or for more information on CIE Tours’
Guided, Independent or Private Driver Programs,
contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Killarney National Park, Co. Kerry

* Book by 9/30/18 and pay a $500 per person deposit to save 5% on the land portion of 2019 guided vacations. Promotion Code:
EARLY2019. Not combinable with any other CIE Tours offers or discounts, and not available on Group travel. Tours with stays in Edinburgh
8/2/19-8/24/19 during The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo and tours in Ireland during St. Patrick’s Day week are blacked out. Valid
on new bookings only, may be withdrawn at any time, are subject to availability and other conditions may apply. Call for details.

Global Citizen
Zander and his mom, Cindy,
in Port Lockroy, Antarctica.

Reserve, we helped tranquilize and tag a
rhinoceros to learn about rhino conservation. But I think the highlight was meeting
Charles Darwin’s great-great-grandson
Chris Darwin. He taught me how to think
differently about being anywhere in the
wild. He said you should always ask the
question, “Why?” It’s such a basic thing, but
so important. Why is the climate changing?
Why are certain ecosystems in danger? Why
is saving these animals so critical? Asking
questions takes you deeper than sightseeing
and taking photos. You think about the real
concerns of the places you’re visiting.
SOME DAYS WERE ROUGHER THAN OTH-

ers, and some nights too. We traveled to a
very remote place in a national park in Laos
to see the last remaining tigers of their kind –
they’re on the very edge of extinction. The
journey took us up a river through dense forest in a dugout canoe with two local guides
and a translator. After five hours on the river,
we reached our extremely basic camp in
the middle of nowhere. The only walls were

THE MOMENT “THE GREAT OUTDOORS”
IS JUST OUTSIDE YOUR DOOR.
Towering ponderosa pines. Majestic stands of aspens. And sparkling, trout
filled Gore Creek right in our own backyard. Hotel Talisa, Vail’s newest
luxury hotel, captures your undivided attention with serene,
mountainside beauty and four seasons of activity.
Hotel Talisa is Vail’s only luxury resort with an on-site ski lift. And just five
minutes away are the shops and restaurants of Vail. Rounding
out all of your alpine adventures is easy with elevated spa
and dining experiences – all just inside our doors.
Join us at Hotel Talisa to create moments worth collecting.

EXPLORE THE DESTINATION
by contacting your Virtuoso travel advisor.

mosquito nets. At night it was pitch black, but
we used a spotlight to find monitor lizards and
other nocturnal creatures. At the end of that
long day, I was falling asleep and thought I felt
a snake crawling up my leg. That was the end of
sleeping for the night. In the Kalahari, I actually did step on a snake – a puff adder. Luckily,
it didn’t bite me; it’s one of the most poisonous
reptiles on earth.
Traveling has taught me to be flexible in
places where the rules aren’t the same as
they are at home. You accept that traditions
are different, and so are foods. I ate puffin in
Iceland … Let’s just say it does not taste like
chicken (more like carpaccio). They served
caribou in the Arctic, and, in Japan, they
served shark-fin soup – which I didn’t eat because it’s not sustainable.
On a trip like this, you also get really good
at logistics. I tried packing cubes one time. I
didn’t like them, actually. What works best
for me is a small bag with as few clothes as
you can get away with bringing. Camera
equipment was my main priority – I’d rather
have the cameras than fancy clothes. Even

with a basic set of clothes, my bag weighed
about 50 pounds and was often over the baggage allowance.
In November, I turn 16 and I’ll be back at
school, but I still have so many places on my
list to visit. I’d love to see the snow leopards
in the Himalayas. I would like to go to some
of Siberia’s more remote areas for a different
type of Arctic experience. I want to see other
parts of Antarctica – like the Ross Ice Shelf,
with all the emperor penguins – and the tropical Pacific’s coral reefs.
Travel is the greatest education, I’m convinced of that. It changes you in profound
ways, with memories that will last forever: the
first time a tiger walked by our jeep in India,
seeing dolphins underwater in South Australia’s Baird Bay, and those polar bear cubs. Going into this, I didn’t know that I would want
to focus my life on conservation, but now I do.
I plan to continue learning about wildlife and
traveling as much as I can to really spread conservation messages. I know I’ve seen so much,
but in a way it feels like just the beginning of a
lifetime of adventure.

Zander with his
dad, Joe, and his
mom gorilla-trekking
in Rwanda.

Family Travel

Clockwise from left: Batu Caves’ Hindu shrine, the
Sultan Abdul Samad building, which originally housed
British colonial administration offices, and the Davis
family in traditional Malay dress.

Stronger
Together
Teachable moments abound
in multicultural Kuala Lumpur.
BY JENNY B. DAVIS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LAURYN ISHAK
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ENTURING INTO THE LARGEST OF KUALA LUMPUR’S ANCIENT

Batu Caves, we crossed the uneven ground to the magnificent
Hindu shrine at its center. Monkeys watched us from the craggy
limestone walls as we approached the altar. After we placed a few
ringgit notes onto the offering tray, a bare-chested monk in a marigold
sarong applied crimson and white tilaka marks to our foreheads – first to
me, then to my husband and our teen daughters.

The next day, we visited the modern Masjid Negara mosque, where a guide gave us
sprigs of fragrant ylang-ylang flowers as we
admired the unique triangular folds of the
star-shaped ceiling.
The mosque’s modernity was a complete
departure from our first stop of the day:
the ornate red-and-gold Guan Di Temple
in Chinatown, where we’d stood with Taoist worshippers amid swirls of smoke from
smoldering joss sticks.
Three significant experiences, all completely different, all in and around a single
city. That’s classic Kuala Lumpur. And that’s
exactly what made it such an extraordinary
place for our family to spend spring break.
While our children’s vacation wish lists
center around fun, sun, and uninterrupted
Wi-Fi, my husband and I have a much more
critical consideration: We want our vacations to have meaning.
Frankly, our girls are growing up. The
college countdown has begun, and the
time remaining to directly influence them
is winding down – or at least, the dynamic

is changing. That’s why travel is so important to us. We want our family vacations to
strengthen the way we’re teaching them to
approach young adulthood: with an appreciation of different cultures and religions. At
a time when the fear of foreigners is all over
the news, it seems like an especially valuable
lesson to reinforce.
With only six days to spare, including flight
time, it was an ambitious goal. But travel industry experts agree that, when it comes to
maximizing teachable moments in multiculturalism, Kuala Lumpur is the place.
Kuala Lumpur (KL for short) “is a melting
pot of races and religions – Muslim, ethnic
Chinese, Indians, and a plethora of indigenous tribal groups – and seeing how they live
together in harmony is an important lesson,”
says Victoria Hilley, who lived in Malaysia for
17 years. Hilley is general manager of Remote
Lands, a tour operator that offers luxury adventure expeditions throughout Malaysia.
“You’ll often see a church, a mosque, and a
temple on a single block, which is a really eyeopening experience,” she adds.

Istana Negara, Malaysia’s
national palace.

One of Hilley’s favorite ways to explore
KL’s diversity is through food. “Malaysians
seriously love their food,” she says, “and

ULTIMATE RELAXATION. SERENE ESCAPE.
TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCES. MEXICO.
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Family Travel
with so many heritages to select from, it’s a
culinary smorgasbord.”
Caroline Chandra agrees. The Chicagobased Virtuoso travel advisor is from Malaysia, and she enjoys traveling to KL with
her sons. “For my kids, it’s all about the
food,” she says. “The cuisine is a mix of Malay, Chinese, and Indian, and it’s the most
underrated food in Asia.” When the Chandra family craves a noodle fix, they’ll often
head to Chinatown, and that’s exactly what
we did too.
Known as Jalan Petaling in Malay, KL’s
Chinatown is a bustling pedestrian zone
with shops and market stalls selling everything from electronics to socks to designerish handbags. It’s also home to countless
restaurants, all claiming to make the best
local specialties, including hokkien char mee.
This dish combines chewy yellow noodles
with a thick, dark soy sauce that gets its
richness from pork fat. We ordered our first
helpings from an open-air food stall and
washed it down with fresh coconut juice
served straw-in-shell.

Discover the finest homes and
service all around the world
A beachside estate in California or a
townhouse in one of Europe’s culture capitals
– wherever you’re headed, each one of our
homes is handpicked for space, character
and comfort.
We clean and prepare every home for when
you arrive, and you can tailor your stay
to make your leisure time your own – our
Concierge team is always on-hand to ensure
your stay is spectacular.
-

10,000 Carefully Curated Homes
200+ Destinations
24/7 Support
Year-round Concierge Service

Contact your Virtuoso Advisor for more information.

TRAVELER TIPS
 Bring

socks.
Many of KL’s religious sites, such as Sri Mahamariamman,
the country’s oldest Hindu temple, and the Masjid Negara,
Malaysia’s national mosque, require shoes to be left at the
door. If you don’t want to go barefoot, plan to stash some
socks in your bag.
 Have cash on hand.
It’s helpful to have coins or small bills handy, especially
when visiting religious sites and smaller museums, in case
there’s a fee for shoe storage, an opportunity to leave
a small offering beside an altar, or an entrance fee that
must be paid in cash.
 Dress with common sense.
When visiting religious sites, there’s no need for women to
dress differently than they would in a hot climate at home.
In places where more coverage is called for, hooded robes
or sarongs are available either gratis or for a nominal fee.
 Get the run-around.
Be sure to plan outdoor time, especially when traveling
with younger kids. Head to Merdeka Square to take a
few laps around the flagpole (it’s one of the tallest in the
world) or visit the Kuala Lumpur Butterfly Park for fresh
air, flowers, and thousands of fluttering friends.

From opposite,
bottom left: Offerings at Chan See Shu
Yuen temple, Thean
Hou temple’s lanternstrung courtyard,
inside Masjid Negara
mosque, savory
hokkien char mee
noodles, and sightseeing sisters.

“From

simple to extraordinary
there is something for everyone in

Thailand ”

www.Thailandinsider.com

Family Travel

Leisurely pursuits: An art installation in Chinatown (left) and KLCC
Park, an urban green space that anchors the Petronas Twin Towers.

Another can’t-miss dish is a curry-andsteamed-rice combo called nasi kandar. The
name comes from the way it was once sold,
when hawkers hung containers of rice (nasi)
from the ends of a kandar pole balanced
across their shoulders. It dates back to Malaysia’s days as a British colony, when KL’s
economy ran on tin mining and, later, rubber and palm-oil production.
Today, business and banking have taken
leading roles. Glass-shelled skyscrapers
dominate the downtown, including Telekom Tower, which resembles a sprouting
bamboo shoot, and the iconic Petronas
Twin Towers, the world’s tallest dualspire structure.
Heading to the top of the Petronas Towers is a must, and we went twice, first to
see the views during the day, and again
at sundown. The 86th-floor observation
deck gave us the best vantage point to admire the towers’ steel-and-glass design,
which is based on Islamic art motifs.
From the 41st-floor sky bridge that
spans the space between the towers, we’ll
never forget seeing the city spread out below us in intersecting segments of gray
and green. But it couldn’t compare with
what we’d seen at ground level, where the
beauty of Kuala Lumpur’s intertwined
cultures and customs left an indelible impression on our lives.

KUALA LUMPUR CONNECTIONS
How to do KL right.

STAY Located in the city center
next to the Petronas Twin Towers and a 50-acre park, the 632room Mandarin Oriental, Kuala
Lumpur boasts sublime views
of both glitter and greenery.
Take a look, then take a swing –
there’s an indoor golf range
with 3-D video renderings of
courses all over the world and
outdoor tennis courts where
you can schedule a private lesson as early as 6 am (take that,
jet lag!). Doubles from $155,
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including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.

$313 per person, based on
two people.

GO Perfect for first-time visitors
or cruisers with a day in port,
ShoreTrips’ nine-hour excursion takes you to the top of the
Petronas Twin Towers and tours
the Royal Selangor pewter factory, the Batik Visitor Centre, and
Batu Caves. Customize your tour
with culinary experiences or kidfriendly highlights such as a visit
to an elephant sanctuary. From

With a 12-day adventure
curated especially for families,
Remote Lands showcases
educational and interactive
experiences across Singapore
and Malaysia. Activities range
from learning about wildlife conservation at a turtle
sanctuary in Penang to visiting
futuristic biodomes in Singapore. From $6,400 per person.

A recent itinerary created by
East West Planners took
a family of five on a totally
bespoke ten-day trip that
crisscrossed the country. They
visited top spots in Kuala Lumpur, toured Penang’s historic
and cultural landmarks, then
made a relaxing final stop to
enjoy the beaches of Langkawi,
an archipelago off the country’s
western coast. From $2,000
per person, excluding hotel
accommodations.

ADVERTISEMENT

Exquisitely

AUSTRIAN
Spectacular mountains, gilded palaces,
charming villages – Austria’s beauty is
both old-world and otherworldly. There
is a fairy-tale character to the castles
perched on rugged bluffs and the
sophisticated way of life that evolved
around them. But Austria’s stories of
handsome princes and powerful archdukes are more than fantasy: Discover
them by diving into the country’s
mesmerizing history and nature.
Imperial rule by the Habsburg Empire
gave cities like Vienna a wealth of
cultural wonders. Feel the Baroque
splendor of Austria’s opera houses and
concert halls during a star-studded
classical music performance. Composers
like Mozart, Schubert, Haydn, and
Liszt left Austria with an impressive
repertoire of music that sounds best
when performed in its home country.

The same is true for local food,
which is best enjoyed straight from
the source. Austria’s cuisine follows
farm-to-table principles and sounds
like it was dreamed up by the Brothers
Grimm. Kaiserschmarrn, also known
as “Emperor’s Mess,” is a fluffy, pullapart pancake topped with a sugar
dusting and tart lingonberry preserves.
Salzburger nockerl taste like clouds
of sweet vanilla and resemble windswept soufflé, mimicking Salzburg’s
rolling hillsides.

Vienna Opera Ball © WienTourismus / Peter Rigaud / Couture Vivienne Westwood Vienna;
Dom Kapitelplatz © Tourismus Salzburg GmbH

For proper mountains, visit the western
regions. There, the perennially snowcapped Alps are enigmatic in their own
right. Locals have attached fables and
legends to every peak or Alpine lake to
explain the grace of their surroundings.
Regions like the Arlberg are not just idyllic
nature retreats with mystical flavor;
they also offer exclusive entertainment
in the middle of the mountains. Classic
car rallies, jazz festivals, and international star chefs transform tranquil
villages into cosmopolitan culture
havens in true Austrian fashion.

ADVERTISEMENT

A Fairy-Tale
Night in

VIENNA
The Habsburgs built Vienna to seem
larger than life. Opulent architecture
lines the Ringstrasse boulevard and
store signs remind you that many of
Vienna’s businesses have been around
long enough to supply the emperor.
It is the ideal place to live out your
Cinderella fantasies, not least because
Vienna celebrates 450 balls each year.
The social calendar revolves around
these glamorous dances that transport guests to a time when white
gloves and a live orchestra were
staples on the dance floor.
Attending a ball in Vienna is a magical,
bucket-list experience, especially when
you do it like a local. This means your
preparations start with a private waltz
lesson at one of Vienna’s most renowned
dancing schools. Learn to twirl in
three-four time like the Habsburgs and
get tips on Austrian ball etiquette from
your expert teacher. Of course, a ballroom fairy tale would not be complete
without the right dress or suit, which
you will find at elegant boutiques in

Vienna’s first district. Go on a bespoke
personal shopping tour accompanied
by a Viennese stylist and pick out a
dramatic gown or sleek tuxedo.
A professional makeup application
and elegant updo will ready you for
your unforgettable night.
Before the big event, mingle with
Viennese society over dinner at one of
the city’s Michelin-starred restaurants
and hop in a horse-drawn carriage

to the ball. Season highlights like
the Opera Ball in February and the
New Year’s Eve Ball at the Hofburg
Imperial Palace attract Hollywood
stars, political leaders, and diplomats.
Balls are a delightful way to make new
friends, and the night is not over until
you’re all chatting at one of Vienna’s
iconic sausage stands over a hearty
frankfurter. After a night of waltzing,
even Cinderella and Prince Charming
need a midnight snack.

Attending a ball in Vienna is a
magical, bucket-list experience,
especially when you do it like a local.

Photo credits (all photos this page): Vienna Opera Ball © WienTourismus / Peter Rigaud /
Couture Vivienne Westwood Vienna

Thirty miles of icy
tunnels make up the

Exquisitely

World of Ice Giants.

AUSTRIA

ADVERTISEMENT

Wonders of

SALZBURG
Salzburg’s storybook cityscape charms
you from all angles. Hohensalzburg
Fortress overlooks a sea of church
spires, winding cobblestone streets,
manicured palace gardens, and the
Salzach River that bisects Old Town.
This wondrous setting dates back to
when Salzburg was ruled by the princearchbishops of the Catholic Church, who
used their wealth to build extravagant
landmarks and beautify the city.
Salzburg is most enchanting on a stroll
through its historic heart. Wander the
Getreidegasse, lined with exclusive local
boutiques and the townhouse where
Mozart was born. The entire Altstadt is
a UNESCO World Heritage site and the
stunning backdrop of the Salzburg
Festival every summer. Culture buffs and
society darlings gather for one of the
world’s most acclaimed classical music
and theater festivals to listen to the likes
of Anna Netrebko and Riccardo Muti.

Just outside the city, things are no less
scenic, as you may already know from
The Sound of Music. The Salzburgerland
region is a radiant mix of grassy hillsides,
stunning mountains, and crystal-clear
Alpine lakes. It is a picturesque escape
from the bustle of Salzburg proper and
offers a few marvels of its own, such
as the world’s largest ice cave, located
underground near the town of Werfen.
Thirty miles of icy tunnels make up the
World of Ice Giants, which is a 45 minute
drive from Salzburg. Your visit to its

Photo credits, clockwise from top: Ice Cave Werfen © Werbefotografie Gruber Michael, Eisriesenwelt GesmbH;
Burg Hohenwerfen © SalzburgerLand Tourismus; Salzburg Panorama © Tourismus Salzburg

glacial caverns starts at an ominous
portal into the mountain, yet once you
are inside and your eyes have adjusted to
the dim light, the natural ice formations
will astound you. A guided tour takes
you past magnificent stalactites and
a veritable curtain of tree-size icicles.
Opposite the ice caves, the “Sound of
Music Trail,” which follows original
movie locations, offers breathtaking
views of Hohenwerfen Fortress. These
are just some of the countless wonders
you’ll encounter on an extraordinary
trip to Austria.
www.austria.info

Out & About

Ulusaba’s rangers and
trackers at the base
of Rock Lodge.

The Game
of Life
Behind the scenes at Ulusaba,
one of South Africa’s most
exclusive safari concessions.
BY AARON GULLEY
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T

HE AFRICAN BUSH IS DARK AND ALIVE WITH THE CACKLE

of hyenas when Karl and Llané Langdon wake. Long before the
countryside erupts with the shrill dawn chorus of birdsong,
the couple, general managers at South Africa’s Ulusaba game
reserve, rally their staff to prepare the day’s first coffee and breakfast,
rouse as many as 40 visitors at two lodge areas spread across 33,000
acres, and get everyone loaded into open-air Land Rovers for the morning wildlife drive. That might sound grueling, but on safari, the early riser
gets the game. Most days, by the time the Langdons’ clients would be
firing up their cars back home for the morning commute, they may well

Wanaka

newzealand.com/luxury

NATURAL
RICHES FOR YOUR

EVERY TASTE

Moments away from Wanaka is
a place where time stands still.
The scenery prepared by nature,
your delicious bounty by a chef.
High on the rolling hilltops, take
your place amongst wild grass,
overlooking crystal clear waters
and snowcapped mountains
that’ll leave you lost for words.

Out & About
have spotted the entire “big five” – leopard, lion, elephant, Cape buffalo, and rhino.
“We’re blessed to have a beautiful home
with a lovely garden surrounded by the African bushveld and magical wildlife,” Llané
says. “It’s not just a job; it’s a lifestyle.”
Ulusaba, Richard Branson’s private reserve that abuts South Africa’s Kruger National Park, opened 18 years ago, and the
Langdons have worked there from the start.
Kruger, which marks South Africa’s eastern
boundary with neighboring Mozambique, is
widely considered one of the finest reserves
on the African continent, and Sabi Sands
Game Reserve, the anvil-shaped swath of

couldn’t get him all the way through when
war in Eritrea flared up in his path.
Although he was forced back home by the
unrest almost in sight of the finish line, the
trip forged his desire for a life in the bush.
Karl started as a ranger at Ulusaba for its
1999 opening and quickly moved up to head
ranger, while his wife, Llané, now 43, began
in hospitality. The couple were promoted to
general managers together a decade later
and have been running the property since.
“It was a wee bit difficult to settle down,
but Ulusaba is the exact balance I needed,”
Karl says. “It exposes me to a variety of
people and a good measure of ‘normal,’ in

Once the morning game drive returns,
around 9 am, the day settles into an easy
rhythm. Guests, ravenous and buzzing
from sightings of wild dogs, cheetahs, and
other difficult-to-spot animals, sit down
to a hearty breakfast on the veranda beneath a canopy of umbrella thorns and a
spray of other acacias. Afterward, some
take a guided game walk, where they learn
tracking skills and encounter elephants on
foot – a formidable experience compared
to seeing them from the relative safety of
vehicles. Others head to the spa for a local
intonga stick treatment or a massage with
hot marula oil, known for its antiaging and

From left: Karl and Llané Langdon and the Cliff Lodge’s pool and guest-room setup.

land on the western periphery of the park
where Ulusaba sits, is one of Kruger’s
most prized concessions. “I don’t believe
there’s anywhere else in the world one is
able to see the abundance of wildlife, especially predators, in such close proximity,” says Karl.
Karl, now 45, ought to know. At age 23, he
and a friend walked nearly the length of Africa, 22 months and more than 6,800 miles
through the bush. The goal was to go from
Cape Town to Cairo, and although he carried a handwritten letter from Nelson Mandela as a provision for safe passage, even that
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that I have quite an important job to do, but
with a great escape in that I’m literally surrounded by the African bush and wildlife.”
While they prepare the day’s first game
drive, Karl and Llané get their children,
Teaghan, 13, and Levi, 7, ready for school,
an hour-and-a-half drive from the reserve.
It’s a long way, but the daily trip is a builtin safari. “Their teachers love the ‘I’m late
because …’ stories,” says Llané, noting that
they occasionally come across a lion kill
or a herd of elephants blocking the road.
“We’ve also had to say – no word of lie – ‘A
monkey stole my homework.’ ”

skin-repairing properties. Two pools beckon many for a postlunch nap, gin and tonics,
and shelter from the afternoon heat.
The main lodge, called Safari Lodge, looks
out over a dam, where hippos wallow in the
shallows and crocs prowl the banks. And the
entire property is free range for game, which
means it’s not uncommon to encounter rhinos in the parking lot or elephants drinking from the plunge pools. More than once,
a resident leopard, Makwela, has birthed a
litter under the lower deck at Rock Lodge;
guests ended up sharing deck space with the
cubs for several weeks.

Out & About

A staredown in South
Africa’s Sabi Sands
Game Reserve.

THE GOLFERS DREAM
OLD COURSE PACKAGE

Are you looking to tick that much awaited Old
Course tee time off the bucket list? Well, now
is the time!
Enjoy luxury accommodation, unlimited golf,
warm Scottish hospitality and of course,
that guaranteed tee time on the Old Course!
With guaranteed tee times still available
for 2019, we are confident that you will
experience the best of Scotland in luxurious
surroundings with outstanding service.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Old Course tee time (for 2 players)
Castle Course tee time (for 2 players)
Golf transfers (to/from Old Course and
Castle Course)
Unlimited Golf on Fairmont St Andrews
two championship links courses
Three nights luxury accommodation in
a Deluxe Sea View Suite
Full Scottish breakfast
Dinner on two nights at Fairmont
St Andrews
Airport transfers (to/from Edinburgh
Airport)

FROM

$4850.00 PER
PERSON

BOOK
NOW

Safari life looks easy, but in truth, this is
still wild and remote Africa. While guests
relax, behind the scenes the Langdons are
busy with day-to-day upkeep. Simply procuring food, then ensuring five-star dining
and service, is no simple task in such a farflung location. And the property – including
a fleet of vehicles and a landing strip – needs
constant upkeep. Karl drives the reserve
almost daily, checking fences and helping
with the antipoaching unit’s patrols. He and
Llané occasionally participate firsthand in
programs to save rhinos, including notching their ears with tracking devices and
dyeing the animals’ horns to make them less
appealing to poachers.
If a lion or other predator escapes from
Ulusaba’s fences, which mark Sabi Sands’
western perimeter, as happens occasionally,
Karl coordinates with the field teams, local
vets, and authorities to capture the creature
and return it to the reserve. The couple also
helped launch a charity, Pride ’n Purpose,
which has used donations from guests to
build and maintain 13 schools and six support homes for children orphaned by the
AIDS crisis; Karl often rides his motorcycle
into the bush to check up on these projects.
Despite hectic schedules, the Langdons
manage to carve out personal moments. If
there’s free time of an afternoon, Llané frequents a spot called Python Drive, which
is profuse with half a dozen tree species. “I
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SAFARI IN STYLE
Ulusaba spreads its 21 rooms and suites
among two main camps. The first consists of Rock Lodge, which perches atop
a boulder-strewn hilltop with 360-degree
views from glass-fronted rooms clustered around an outdoor pool that’s cut
straight into the rocky landscape, as well
as Cliff Lodge, a private two-bedroom
suite set off by itself. Farther south, built
along the banks of a dry riverbed, Safari
Lodge’s 11 treehouse-style rooms and
suites look out over the property’s main
watering hole and are linked by raised
swinging bridges. Doubles from $765 per
person, including game drives, all meals,
and a $100 gift shop or spa credit.

love trees, and being amongst these ancient
giants makes me feel like I’m in the presence
of majestic beings,” she says. Meanwhile,
Karl returns to his bush-wandering roots
by sneaking off to find a herd of elephants,
getting ahead of them, and climbing a tree
to view them from above. Once, a herd even
stopped below him for a nap, forcing him to
get comfortable for a few hours and do the
same. “It’s a little bit risky, but that’s part of
it for me,” Karl says. “The freedom to walk
alone in the African bush amongst wildlife is
really the ultimate experience.”

BOOK NOW

Visit Barbados

@Barbados

@visitbarbados

Well Traveled

Pristine nature and
a dose of fitness
buoy a cruise
in Baja California Sur.
BY KIM BROWN SEELY
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Blue heaven: Kayaking
off Isla Espíritu Santo
in the Sea of Cortés.

I

T’S 6 AM SOMEWHERE ALONG THE

coast of Mexico’s Isla Espíritu Santo in
the Sea of Cortés, and I’m pulling on yoga
tights and a T-shirt. In the early-morning
dark, I can barely make out my flip-flops when
I step out on deck. I help myself to coffee in
the lounge and carry it up to the aft bridge, expecting to find the usual handful of early risers – three or four of us, tops, for dawn yoga.
Instead, I spy a grid of purple yoga mats – 30 of

them! – and hear whispered preparations, like,
“I bet we can squeeze in another one here.”
It’s the first morning of my preview of Base
Camp Baja, a new five-day wellness cruise
launching in December aboard Lindblad’s
100-passenger National Geographic Venture,
the latest addition to its fleet. Equipped with
dozens of kayaks and paddleboards, as well
as Zodiacs, the ship is geared toward getting
travelers out into the wild – and get out into

LEON WERDINGER/ALAMY

That
Floating
Feeling

WHERE

STYLE
MEETS NATURE

the wild they do. My fellow expedition cruisers are enthusiastic, fit, and game. I find a
spot just in time and stretch into a series of
downward dogs and warrior twos as our instructor calls out cues and the sun rises over
Ensenada Grande, where we’re anchored in
a beautiful cove.
“Baja is a magical place and has really
good energy. Enjoy it! Breathe it in through
your skin!” says Michelle, one of our trip’s
four wellness specialists, a licensed massage therapist who also leads qigong and
meditation, as we zip ashore in Zodiacs after breakfast. The water is wind rippled,
and I watch a frigate bird soar past on the
breeze. It’s a sparkling day to be exploring
a UNESCO-protected biosphere reserve –
and when 95 percent of the group charges
off for a five-mile round-trip trek to the far
side of Isla Partida, I opt to hang back for the
smaller-group nature walk instead.
Maybe I do feel some of that good energy:
There’s power in the striking contrast of
wind-sculpted cliffs against turquoise-blue
water, brown pelicans diving, canyon wrens

Exploring above
Ensenada Grande on
Isla Partida.

MADRID,
culture and nature

El Retiro Park

Few places offer a combination of
culture and nature as impressive
as that of Madrid’s Paseo del Arte
(Art Walk) and El Retiro Park. The
unique area, located in the heart
of the city, is enjoyed by Madrid’s
residents and tourists alike.

And if you want to have fun in true
Madrileño style, head to El Retiro
Park and stroll down its avenues,
row a boat on its lake or observe
it from above at the lookout point
in the monument to Alfonso XII,
which offers a 360° view.

Highlight the Art Walk and its
three main stops on your map: the
Prado, the Thyssen-Bornemisza
and the Reina Sofía museums.
The route will take you from
Velázquez to Picasso in well under
a mile, with some nice surprises
along the way such as the Royal
Botanical Gardens, CaixaForum
cultural center, the Church of San
Jerónimo el Real and the Madrid
Stock Exchange building.

save it to your favorites
Be sure to read the Art in Madrid
guide so that you won’t miss a
thing. It offers tips on the Art Walk
and some of the other gems that
make up the Spanish capital’s
cultural heritage.

JEFF LITTON

Well Traveled

singing, and, as we make our way up the arroyo, a surprising array of Sonoran Desert
plants thriving in this arid landscape. We
spy vivid-green mangroves, towering cardon cacti – even agave plants in flower. With
the shimmering Sea of Cortés in the background, Michelle leads us in a few minutes
of silent meditation.

REINHARD DIRSCHERL/ALAMY

“WE WANTED TO COMBINE SHORT WELL-

ness trips with the rugged beauty of Baja’s
most beautiful island, Espíritu Santo,” says
Lindblad CEO Sven-Olof Lindblad of his
company’s new Base Camp Baja sailings.
Twenty-two of Venture’s 50 cabins have
step-out balconies, and the dining room
has floor-to-ceiling windows, so you won’t
ever miss a whale sighting. Passengers can
sign up for SUP yoga, yoga on deck, serious
hikes, kayaking, snorkeling, and core-fusion
boot camp – all while exploring a pristine
shore that Jacques Cousteau once famously
described as “the world’s aquarium.”
Wellness travel, once limited to destination spas, is a growing cruise-industry trend –

Flipper contingent:
Sea lions frolic in the
Sea of Cortés.

Bali Romantic Retreat
South Bali & Ubud - 9 Days/8 Nights
It’s no secret that Bali is one of the most intimate island escapes for traveling couples. The picturesque landscape provides an excellent backdrop
as lovers are delighted with feasts for the senses such as luxurious spa
treatments, culinary tours, and languid sun-drenched beaches. Immerse
yourself in the mystical nature of the island, as Balinese hospitality and
culture transforms this itinerary into the perfect romantic getaway.

Featured Inclusions
Private Bali Foodie Heaven Tour | Private Uluwatu, Kecak Dance & Seafood
Dinner | Private Ubud Monkey Forest, Batuan & Tanah Lot Temples | Private
Culture, Nature & Relaxation | Private Romantic Evening with Candlelit Dinner

Well Traveled
Paddleboard yoga on
Bahía Bonanza.

WELLNESS ON THE WATER

Discover the
Villa Lifestyle
Now Available
The Gansevoort Turks + Caicos
Villas represent a new way to
experience luxury island living. Each
of the seven exquisite oceanfront
residences features modern
indoor–outdoor architecture, two
private pools and an over the water
swim platform, plus access to all of
the resort’s signature amenities.
Ask about our great fall
introductory offers by
contacting your preferred
Virtuoso travel advisor

Drift mindfully over
the Sea of Cortés
during SUP yoga
and hit the sunny
Sonoran Desert trails
during a Lindblad
Base Camp Baja
departure. The new
100-passenger National Geographic
Venture keeps
the area’s pristine
beaches and wildliferich snorkeling sites
within Zodiac or
kayak range during a
five-day adventure.
Base Camp sailings will expand to
Southern California’s
Channel Islands
this year, where the
62-passenger National Geographic
Sea Lion shares
the water with blue
whales and orange
garibaldi, swaying
kelp forests and se-
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cret sea caves. Baja
departures: Multiple
dates, December 22,
2018, through January 7, 2019; from
$2,650. Channel
Islands departures:
October 17 and 24;
from $2,490.
AmaWaterways
has long offered
complimentary
bike use on all its
European river
cruises and recently
added wellnessfocused itineraries
to further boost
the fitness factor.
Currently available
on six of the line’s
20 ships, the extra
programming is led
by dedicated “Wellness Hosts” and
includes onboard
cardio classes, yoga,
resistance-band

training, and healthfocused discussion
groups. Stay active
on an eight-day
Nuremberg-toBudapest cruise
aboard the 164-passenger AmaCerto
or AmaSonata: Bike
through the Wachau
Valley, climb to Passau’s hillside Veste
Oberhaus fortress,
or take a break with
a guided tasting of
Bavarian sausage
and beer. Departures: Multiple
dates through 2019;
from $2,999.
In partnership
with physician
and integrative
medicine practitioner Andrew
Weil, Seabourn’s
wellness program –
available on all sail-

ings – tilts toward
the soulful and
cerebral. Daily yoga
and meditation are
at the heart of the
experience, along
with seminars on
topics such as
healthy aging or
anti-inflammatory
foods; book a oneon-one session to
address specific
needs and goals.
Get happy on a seven-day Mediterranean jaunt aboard
the 600-passenger
Encore, setting sail
from Rome and
dropping in on the
Amalfi Coast and
Sicily’s ruins at
Syracuse before
winding along the
Greek coast from
Corfu to Athens.
Departure: October
13; from $3,299.

KYLE FUREY

Three ways to cruise into good health.

TIP

SAILING IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA

“Take a long walk on Bahía
Bonanza’s white sandy beach
on Isla Espíritu Santo, and
make time to sit on the ship’s
bow and watch the moonlight
glisten on the Sea of Cortés
in complete silence. A packing
note: Take something fun
and a bit dressier for evening events – no fancy dress
required, though.”

Complimentary 2-night Hotel
Stay and Tour Package in Bali
when you book a select sailing
on Star Clipper

– Susan Boehnstedt,
Virtuoso travel advisor,
Queen Creek, Arizona

especially aboard smaller expedition ships –
and it’s fascinating to witness these first forays afloat. Lindblad is experimenting with
trips that amp up the activity level, but always with a focus on the natural world.
When I wake early the next day, I skip
dawn yoga and go for coffee on deck instead.
A handful of passengers are sitting hushed on
the bow and, inspired by Michelle’s prompt, I
join them in an attempt to be more mindful.
We’re motoring past Los Islotes, a group of
sheer volcanic islands at the northernmost
point of Isla Partida, with outcrops frosted in
white guano. The rocks are noisy with barking sea lions – arf, arf, arf! – and as the sun
rises, mobula rays start leaping out of the water like popcorn. It’s hard to imagine many
planned activities that could compete with
this scene. But maybe that’s the point of combining wellness and nature.
Coincidentally, the day’s morning activity
does exactly that: We’ll be snorkeling with
sea lion pups. As I pull on my wet suit after
breakfast and dash out to the Zodiac, I can
think of few other ways I’d rather get my wellness. The water looks cold and choppy, but
this is our chance to dive deeper into Baja, so
I strap on my mask and tumble into the sea.
The Sea of Cortés contains more than 900
species of fish, and I’m thrilled to discover
how many of them are here. But the sea lions
steal the show. It’s impossible to resist a sea
lion pup. Especially when he swims up to you
with his big brown eyes, then darts away. My
heart jumps at the encounter. As I float nose
to nose with another pup who circles back for
grins, I shiver in my wet suit, but can’t help
smiling. Wide-eyed wonder, I realize, is a
sure path to wellness.
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Book Your Star Clippers Sailing on select itineraries in Indonesia
Get a complimentary Pre/Post Hotel Stay Including Breakfast
& Transfer and a full-day Spirit of Belimbing Tour
PLUS, Exclusive Virtuoso Voyages $150 Onboard Credit per cabin!
Book by December 31, 2018

To book your next Unique Sailing Adventure,
Call Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
Restrictions apply. © Star Clippers 2018. Ship’s Registry: Malta CST#37231

In My Bag
Cusumano (left) and
Harrington at the Four
Seasons Hotel Seattle’s
Goldfinch Tavern.

CUSUMANO – I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My SteamLine
Editor carry-on: gorgeous design that’s
well made, with lots of
interior functionality.

2.

Lots of Trufﬂes,
of course, especially our
new Clarity Jetset Case,
for all my beauty essentials. I also never leave
home without a Clarity
Tech Clutch – I use it
to store my iPad, pens,
and itineraries.

3. AG jeans, in various
styles and colors. It’s so
satisfying when you ﬁnd
a brand of jeans that ﬁts
your body type.

to add a little color and
texture to my outﬁt.

5.

I use Vintner’s
Daughter Active Botanical Serum on my skin
morning and night; the
bottle happens to be the
perfect travel size.

6.

Beautycounter
Lip Conditioner in
peppermint.

7. My Hydro Flask goes
everywhere with me.

8.

Adidas Adilette
slides, which I happily
wear with any cozy
hotel bathrobe.

4. An Ashley Ashoff
handpainted silk scarf

Our Travel Essentials

6.

Truffle cofounders Sarah Cusumano and Maria Harrington make
TSA compliance look good. PORTRAIT BY AMBER FOUTS

S

ARAH CUSUMANO AND MARIA
Harrington cofounded Trufﬂe
in 2012, much to the delight of
fashion-conscious travelers.
Their line of clear cosmetics and document cases, which has since expanded
to include leather and canvas goods,
makes the stylish most of TSA regulations. “There was nothing fun or inspiring
about pulling out a quart-size Ziploc at
security,” Cusumano says.
Although the duo live in different cities
(Lafayette in the Bay Area and Denver,
respectively), “we’re in constant com-
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munication,” Harrington says. “Not only
do we discuss all things Trufﬂe, but we
also share happenings in our personal
lives,” travel included. Cusumano’s getaways, with her husband and three sons,
typically center around family beach
houses in Del Mar, California, and on
Hawaii Island, with trips to Bordeaux and
Los Cabos thrown in. Harrington’s go-to
vacation spot with her husband, son,
and daughter is Montauk, but she’s also
been on safari in Tanzania, hunted with
Harris’s hawks in Scotland, and attended
cooking school in Chiang Mai.

5.
2.

8.

HARRINGTON – I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. I love the stylish simplicity of the roomy
Paravel Week(ender); its straps easily slip
onto my Tumi roller bag’s handle.

2. Trufﬂe’s Clarity Jetset, Tech Clutch, and
Privacy Jewelry Case Mini in my carry-on
and multiple large Clarity Clutches and a
Privacy Toiletry Case packed in my luggage.

3.

My Olympus Stylus I compact camera
with built-in zoom and Wi-Fi for easy upload
to an iPhone.

4.

Peter Thomas Roth 24K Gold Pure Luxury Lift & Firm Prism Cream is a moisturizer
and highlighter for an instant natural glow.

5.

Goop by Juice Beauty Exfoliating Instant
Facial – the perfect three-minute treatment to
refresh my skin after a long day of touring.

6.

A statement-jewelry piece or two to
liven up my monochromatic travel wardrobe.
My favorite go-to (a gift from Sarah!) is
Annie Costello Brown’s coliseum cuff.

7. CLEAR membership for skipping TSA
lines – just a tap of your ﬁnger or an eye
scan, and you’re off.

3.

AD XXXXX

5.

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
with bleed on all sides for balance
when imported.

Love Your Tr

2.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

or?

Your referrals are the ultimate compliment.
are NO
FOLIOS
Please shareThere
the love
with
friends and family.
for 1/2-page ad pages.

4.
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The world’s ﬁnest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Timeless happ

ere!

Hawaii Island’s legendary Mauna Kea Beach Hotel has welcomed generations of families to relax, reconnect, and rejuvenate for
more than 50 years. Anchored by the natural beauty of pristine Kauna’oa Bay, families gather to create new traditions and enjoy
life’s simple pleasures. Experience spacious guestrooms with large furnished lanais (balconies) featuring inspiring island views
and acres of tropical paradise. Indulge in the moment of a 5-star hotel and enjoy exceptional service and unique amenities with
natural settings offering the perfect backdrop for unforgettable memories.

HAWAII ISLAND I KOHALA COAST
MAUNA KEA BEACH HOTEL
• Air credit
• 7th night free*
• Beachfront room

7 nights from $1,929 per person
Book now through 12/7/2018 for travel through 12/14/2018

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY
*Maximum 1 night free included with a 7 night or more stay. HAWAI‘I AIR CREDIT: Valid on new bookings. Minimum night stays apply for credit to be valid. The credit can vary and increase with length of stay. Each credit is per room booked,
not per traveler. Combinable with select Classic Hawai‘i promotional offers. Booking and travel end dates apply. Additional restrictions and blackout dates may apply. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed
or discontinued at any time without notice. Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly noted otherwise. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum
stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions may also apply. Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Some booking and travel dates may vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which
may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on the free night offers, where applicable. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates
will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations’ control. All prices shown are in USD. Not valid for Group Travel. Classic Vacations CST# 2079429-20.
345-0718
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♥

A longtail boat
excursion with Six
Senses Yao Noi in
southern Thailand.

A WORLD OF

WOW
Sustffffnffblfffftffffvfflffthfft’sfflonffffonffthfffflls.
For our second in a series of special articles dedicated to traveling sustainably, we’ve gathered trips of a lifetime, stellar hotels, and
insight and recommendations from our own staff, as well as travel industry insiders. The ribbon tying the whole globe-trotting package
together: good works. Each of these “wow” experiences gets a boost from sustainable travel mainstays: protecting the environment,
celebrating cultures, and supporting local economies. In short, a trip that leaves a lasting impression can also have a lasting impact.

BYffCOSTASffCHRISTffANDffBROOKEffPORTERffKATZ
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GO BIG, GIVE BIG
10 momentous trips that make a positive impact.

Dive time in the
South Pacific.

1

Go deeper in French PolyneSia.

Kids get more than a sunny tropical escape during Paul Gauguin Cruises’ weeklong Tahiti and Society Islands journey. The round-trip sailing
from Papeete aboard the 332-passenger Paul Gauguin includes snorkeling in Bora-Bora and dolphin-watching in Moorea, but families with
kids ages 7 to 17 can also participate in the Stewards of Nature program, developed with the Wildlife Conservation Society. Naturalists lead a
schedule packed with hands-on activities focused on marine life and the efforts being taken to protect it. Educational art projects, scavenger
hunts, and a visit to a sea turtle rehab facility round out the environmentally conscious – and unforgettable – trip. Departures: Multiple dates
during the summer and Christmas holidays; from $5,845. Stewards of Nature program from $349.
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A SANCTUARY FOR THE SENSES
The only all-pool villa Resort in the Riviera Maya committed to creating a positive environmental
impact with a sustainability program certified by the Rainforest Alliance and EarthCheck.
A breathtaking getaway for relaxation, rejuvenation, romance and world-class dining.

Sanctuary for the Senses
Mayakoba, Playa del Carmen
México

Polar positions:
Surveying the Arctic
scene and (below) the
Stella Australis in the
Southern Hemisphere.

Quark Expeditions, long a leader in North Pole journeys, is adding a special 14-day cruise in partnership with Polar Bears International, which works to eliminate threats facing the world’s largest land carnivore in the wild. Up to 128 passengers sail roundtrip from Helsinki aboard an ice-breaking vessel, where they’ll hear lectures from PBI experts and scientists, and help them with
projects such as polar bear identification; spend a day at the Pole, complete with a hot-air balloon ride (weather permitting); and
search for other animals, including walrus and whales, via the ship’s helicopter. Departure: June 12, 2019; from $29,995, plus
transfer package, $1,995.

3

WitneSS wildlife
and glacierS.

A five-day expedition cruise through Tierra del Fuego in Chile with
Patagonia specialist Australis feels like a trip to the edge of the
world. Along the journey from Punta Arenas to Ushuaia, the ecofriendly, 210-passenger Stella Australis – which has systems for
treating sewage, organic waste, and gray water, plus less pollutive
four-stroke engines – plies the Strait of Magellan and various narrow channels, all for the sake of bringing travelers close to natural
elements, from epic glaciers to thousands of penguins. And since
protecting the environment is key to keeping the region pristine, the
company gives back by hosting scientific researchers and investing
in planet-friendly infrastructure, such as wooden walkways on Cape
Horn. Departures: Multiple dates, September 26, 2018, through March
30, 2019; from $1,800.
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(ARCTIC) JOHANNA CARLO

2

Make a polar bear pilgrimage.

THE CRUISE FOR PEOPLE
WHO AREN’T ESPECIALLY
INTO CRUISES.

A thousand-year-old village. A river of lights. A memory time can’t extinguish.
Leave the crowds behind on a small, lovely ship, and lose yourself in the wonders
of an authentic culture. We can take you places other ships can’t. Contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.
Star Legend, Hoi An Village, Vietnam.

5

A mosque in Casablanca and (left) a
Mardi Gras Indian in
full Carnival regalia.

Anyone can visit a farmers’ market in New Orleans –
but travelers with Virtuoso on-site connection Royal
Insider are accompanied by a James Beard Awardwinning chef, who will then prepare a private lunch for
them in a restaurant. Thanks to long-standing relationships with local culture bearers, the company’s eightday immersive itinerary provides access to activities
that go far beyond traditional tourist fare, including
learning to dance and drum with a Mardi Gras Indian –
a member of a traditional African-American club
known as a “tribe,” dedicated to creating elaborate
hand-made costumes – and going behind the scenes
at a jazz club with a musician. Royal Insider donates a
portion of the trip’s cost to local schools, preservation
organizations, and other nonprofits. Departures: Any
day through 2019; from $24,494 for two people.

INSIDER INSIGHT
Moises Perez Iglesias, paramedic, Aqua Expeditions
“My responsibility is the health of guests and crew during
Aqua Expeditions’ Amazon River cruises, and also assisting
remote villagers who don’t have access to a doctor. While guests are
on their guided excursions exploring the jungle, I head to local villages
and provide medical care. My most gratifying moment was when I
assisted a worried mother in labor to give birth to a beautiful baby
in Contamanillo Village, near the Pacaya Samiria National Reserve.
Today, the boy is 2 years old and in good health. I can see
the positive impact we’re having reflected in the villagers’
warm welcome each time we visit.”
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Take a deep dive into the past – with an eye toward supporting local
communities’ futures – on a private 13-day Moroccan adventure
from Heritage Tours, which includes stops in Casablanca, the ancient acropolis of Chellah, Marrakech, the dunes of the Sahara, and
the High Atlas Mountains. Along the way, visit the American Fondouk in Fez, which provides free veterinary care to labor animals,
such as mules and donkeys; the UNESCO-recognized Arganeraie
Biosphere Reserve, where women’s cooperatives harvest argan oil;
and a location of Project SOAR, a nonprofit in the mountains that
empowers young women to pursue their educations. Departures:
Any day through 2020; from $10,525.

V I RT U O S O L I F E

(DANCER) JIM WEST/ALAMY, (MOSQUE) PETER NIESEN/GETTY IMAGES

4

Go beyond
Bourbon
Street.

Seek out innovation
in Morocco.

Discover a
Different World
The otherworldly beauty of the
Tateyama Kurobe Alpine Route
The rugged magnificence of Japan’s
Northern Alps has long drawn
mountaineers and tourists alike.
Experience their stunning enormity and
enjoy awe inspiring vistas as you traverse
through the “Roof of Japan” and become
mesmerized by a rarely seen example of
Japan’s native splendor.
Japan. Experience the uncommon.

facebook.com/visitjapan

twitter.com/visit_japan

instagram.com/visitjapan.us

http://us.jnto.go.jp

6

Break
for Borneo.

Few places in the world are as ecologically diverse as Borneo’s jungle. A private ten-day
journey with National Geographic Expeditions takes place mostly in the rain forest,
where travelers might see leopard cats, pygmy elephants, and maroon langurs. Also
on the itinerary: visits to the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre and Bornean Sun
Bear Conservation Centre. The trip’s final two nights are spent on Gaya Island, where a
marine biologist shares information about conservation efforts and invites travelers to
lend a hand through activities such as diving into the sea to help restore coral. Departures: Any day through 2019; from $9,995.

A Borneo vista and (above)
a male orangutan.
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STEPS AWAY FROM VAIL MOUNTAIN

LUXURY AWAITS YOU
Experience Vail’s European-inspired, pedestrian village with nightly entertainment,
engaging restaurant choices and a dream mountain lifestyle. The Arrabelle at Vail Square
and The Lodge at Vail offer best-in-class hotel rooms, residences and chalets so there’s
always a place for you to relax and enjoy all that Vail has to offer.

To book your vacation of a lifetime, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

7

Live in a
Peruvian village.

The Piaggio Museum
and (top) a Quechua
woman weaving cloth
in Mullak’as-Misminay.

8
136

Embrace la dolce vita, authentically.
The Franco Zeffirelli International Centre for Performing Arts, the Piaggio Museum (home to rare Vespas and other iconic motorcycles),
and an open-air theater in Monticchiello are just a few of the culture-focused stops on a five-day escape to Tuscany from Florencetown,
a Virtuoso on-site tour connection in Italy. At the European headquarters of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights
in Florence, visitors have the chance to discuss how tourism and human rights go hand in hand. And then there’s the food – in the town
of Lari, watch pasta being made at the artisanal Pastificio Famiglia Martelli factory, where eight employees (all Martellis) use only vintage
machines and their hands. Departures: Multiple dates year-round; from $15,852 for two.
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(PERU) GREG VAUGHN/ALAMY, (MUSEUM) ARCO IMAGES GMBH/ALAMY

Two days of quality time in the community of Mullak’as-Misminay – an hour-anda-half drive north of Cuzco – yield a truer understanding of real life high in Peru’s
Sacred Valley. Thanks to Condor Travel (and its nonprofit, Wings), visitors stay
in a local’s home and have the chance to participate in everyday activities, such
as harvesting with ancestral tools, weaving on a backstrap loom, making adobe
bricks by hand, and preparing a meal. Larger groups can organize volunteer
projects – planting a vegetable garden, say, or building bathrooms or systems to
harvest rainwater. The village experience makes a meaningful addition to time in
Lima or Cuzco. Departures: Any day through 2019; Mullak’as-Misminay experience
from $282.

LIVE
AUTHENTIC
BEAUTY
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER TO THE
MAJESTIC BEAUTY OF ALASKA AND THE ARCTIC.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your Silversea
voyage today and enjoy exclusive Virtuoso Voyages benefits.

Silver Cloud

WHAT’S INCLUDED
• Intimate ultra-luxury ships for
100 to 608 guests
• Spacious suites, most with private
verandas
• Open seating and specialty
restaurants
• Free WiFi for every guest
• Gratuities always included
• Butler service for every guest, every
suite category
• Champagne, wines and spirits served
throughout the ship
• In-suite bar with your preferred
beverages
• Lecture and enrichment programs
• Zodiac® adventures ashore
(Silversea Expeditions only)
Totem poles in Stanley Park,Vancouver

Select sailings displayed feature the added value of Virtuoso Voyages. Create wonderful memories
with other Virtuoso guests and enjoy the following benefits, courtesy of your Virtuoso travel
advisor: Onboard Host, Welcome Aboard Reception and Custom Curated Shore Experience.

Embark in one of these northern wonders and enjoy Free Roundtrip Economy Air and 10% savings with Early Booking Bonus
on select voyages if you book by October 31 , 2018. But hurry before these breathtaking journey’s sell out.

BUSINESS CLASS AIR

FREE ROUNDTRIP
ECONOMY AIR

UPGRADE FROM $750 ROUNDTRIP
PRICES VARY PER SELECT VOYAGE

PLUS SAVE 10% WITH EARLY BOOKING BONUS

ON SELECT SAILINGS. BOOK AND
PAY IN FULL BY OCTOBER 31, 2018

2019 FEATURED VOYAGES
DATE

VOYAGE

DAYS

FROM/TO

SHIP

FARES FROM

27 May

6911

10

Seward to Vancouver

Silver Muse

$6,200

06 Jun

6912

11

Roundtrip Vancouver

Silver Muse

$6,000

17 Jun

6913

10

Roundtrip Vancouver

Silver Muse

$5,800

22 Aug

6922

7

Vancouver to Seward

Silver Muse

$4,700

26 Aug

1920

16

Roundtrip Kangerlussuaq

Silver Cloud

$17,400

29 Aug

6923

7

Seward to Vancouver

Silver Muse

$4,300

05 Sep

6924

7

Vancouver to Seward

Silver Muse

$6,000

05 Sep

7917

15

Tromso to Reykjavik

Silver Explorer

$14,700

11 Sep

1921

14

Kangerlussuaq to Quebec City

Silver Cloud

$11,300

20 Sep

7918

15

Reykjavik to St John's

Silver Explorer

$14,300

Venetian Society Benefits

Silversea Expeditions voyages

Early Booking Bonus: Book and pay in full by
October 31, 2018 and save 10%

LIMITED TIME
OFFERS

Exclusive Air Offers:
Book by September 30, 2018

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: All Package Fares are available in US/Canadian dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite and include Free Roundtrip Economy Class flights. Fares are capacity controlled and
subject to change at any time without notice. Promotional Free Economy Class is offered from select U.S. and Canadian gateways. Promotional air offer is only applicable to specified voyages. Silversea reserves the right to
select the air carrier, routing and departure airport from each gateway city. Airline baggage fees are not included. This will be available for booking at an additional charge. Deviations to air travel dates are accepted at a charge
of USD 150 / CAD 200 per request plus all additional air costs. In the event Economy Class air is not available (determined at Silversea’s sole discretion) or for guests not utilizing the promotional air offer or for non-US/Canadian
guests, a non-use Air credit in the amount of USD 750 / CAD 1000 per person may be applied. Offer applies to new bookings made between August 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018. Bookings made before or after the
promotional period will not qualify for the savings. In case of succeeding voyages made by the same customer (combo or multiple bookings) the non-use credit can be only applied once. Other restrictions apply. Early Booking
Bonus valid on new, individual bookings made between September 1, 2018 and October 31, 2018 on voyages departing from March 1, 2019 onwards. Guests will receive 10% savings on the Silver Privilege fare for select voyages
if full payment is received no later than October 31, 2018.Bookings made before or after the promotional period will not qualify for the savings. Other restrictions apply. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information
on the Arctic All-inclusive package and complete terms and conditions on all offers. NA180734

9 INTIMATE SHIPS • 7 CONTINENTS • OVER 900 DESTINATIONS • INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

A Silversea voyage takes you beyond typical sightseeing and above standard expectations to dig a little deeper. The rugged
personality of Alaska. The cool cultures of Canada, and New England’s rich history. Our ultra-luxury ships not only transport you
there but also indulge you in the finest of everything — comfortable suites, gourmet dining, and superb service — while our
expedition ships offer active adventures in off-the-trail locales. With Silversea, you’ll experience the true essence of North America.

9

Safari
with a
purpoSe.

Travelers have the chance to spot the
“big five” on a seven-day Tanzania safari
with G Adventures – but spying lions and
elephants isn’t the only goal. Part of the
company’s Jane Goodall Collection and
National Geographic Journeys line, the trip
also takes adventurers to see scientists and
researchers at work at the Serengeti Wildlife
Research Centre, as well as to the village of
Mto wa Mbu – where the Planeterra Foundation (established by G Adventures’ founder)
helps to employ locals as farmers, artisans,
and more. Guests visit the farmers’ market
and fields, connect with local artisans, see
how huts are built, and share a meal with
villagers. The trip also includes a stop at a
Maasai village to meet women who build
fuel-efficient stoves in order to combat
deforestation and the unhealthy effects of
indoor smoke. Departures: Multiple dates,
October and December, 2019; from $4,199.

A group of Maasai
clean-cookstove installers and (inset)
a leopard at rest.
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(WOMEN) MAASAI STOVES & SOLAR PROJECT

INSIDER INSIGHT
Brett Tollman, CEO, The Travel Corporation and cofounder, TreadRight Foundation
“Growing up in South Africa, nature loomed large around my family,
which is why we’re passionate about protecting the planet. This year, we launched two new
conservation initiatives. One is the Bushmans Kloof Cape Leopard
Project, where we work closely with local communities in the Cederberg Mountains
to reduce human-wildlife conflict, helping secure a brighter future for one of Africa’s imperiled
big cats. We’re also continuing our campaign against plastic waste: 17 of our
Red Carnation Hotels and 20 Uniworld river cruise ships have already eliminated the
purchase of all single-use plastics. And as of July 1 this year, we’ve also banished single-use
plastics from all of our 35 offices globally.”

Outstandingly beautiful,

Experience the elegance &

truly wild & abundant wildlife,

Grandeur of

Elewana Loisaba Tented Camp is

Elewana The Manor at Ngorongoro.

exquisite beyond measure.

As unique in character as its idyllic locale, this Cape-Dutch style

Designed to capitalize on unhindered views across Laikipia’s

homestead - Elewana The Manor at Ngorongoro, with its luxurious

mottled landscape all the way to Mt Kenya. Elewana Loisaba Tented

cottages and magnificent Manor House, brings “old-world”

Camp enjoys a breathtaking vantage point over an expansive

grandeur to a green and lush setting on the outer slopes of the

panorama, home to a range of exciting African wildlife.

Ngorongoro Crater.

For more information or to book, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

10

Break the ice
in Greenland.

When Hurtigruten’s new hybrid-powered, 530-passenger Roald Amundsen launches in
2019, it will cut fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions by 20 percent – a feat
that’s especially important when navigating the fragile polar regions for which the expedition ship was designed. (Hurtigruten also recently did away with single-use plastics.)
Passengers on a 16-day journey departing from Reykjavík will travel through the Denmark Strait and the iceberg-filled waters around Greenland’s fjord-lined tip, with excursions to Viking-era sites and natural hot springs, before disembarking in the small town
of Kangerlussuaq. Departure: August 6, 2019; from $6,445.

KARSTEN BIDSTRUP

Greenland’s Uummannaq
Island and (top) hiking
in Iceland.
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Ultimate Family S uite — S ym ph ony of th e S e as SM

L U X U R Y I S F A M I LY T I M E R E D E F I N E D
There aren’t many places you can host an oceanfront celebration without lif ting a finger. Spend family time front row at one of
Broadway’s greatest hits. Or enjoy VIP access to the tallest slide at sea. But when you’re a Royal Caribbean ® Star Suite Guest, your
Royal Genie makes all this happen and more. And in bet ween adventures, retreat to the most expansive suites at sea, from the
t wo-stor y Ultimate Family Suite, to the four bedroom Villa Suite. This is Royal Suite Class. Only on Royal Caribbean ®.

Contact your Vir tuoso Travel Advisor to learn about Vir tuoso Exclusive Benefits.
2018 VIRTUOSO

®

Best Multi-Generational
Program - Cruise

NOMINEE

Royal Suite Class is available on Oasis Class ships, Anthem and Ovation of the Seas. Program beneﬁts, amenities and services vary by suite category, ship and itinerary, and are subject to change without notice. Additional program terms apply.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details. ©2018 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 18063084 • 6/28/2018

HOTEL HEROES

OCEANS OF CHANGE
IN BORA-BORA
The InterContinental Bora Bora
Resort & Thalasso Spa draws inspiration – and innovation – from
the sea. The 80-room overwater
resort pioneered the world’s first
deep-seawater air-conditioning
system, a 100 percent renewable,
fossil-fuel-free, sustainable technology that’s also free of harmful
hydrofluorocarbons, chemicals linked to global warming.
Fittingly, it also opened French
Polynesia’s first seawater therapy
spa, where massages come with
a complimentary view of reef
sharks and stingrays swimming
beneath a glass-bottomed treatment room. Doubles from $1,254,
including breakfast daily and one
dinner for two.

CAPE TOWN FLORAL WARRIORS
At The Twelve Apostles Hotel &
Spa, overlooking a wild stretch of
the south Atlantic off Cape Town,
guests can spot humpback and
southern right whales on their
seasonal migration (May through
November) during morning tea
and then set out on one of the
hotel’s backyard trails leading
to Table Mountain, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. There,
they’ll learn about the fynbos –
a flowering shrubland found no
place else on the planet – which
the 70-room property is helping
protect. The area is part of the
Cape Floral Kingdom, the smallest and most biodiverse of the
world’s plant kingdoms. Doubles
from $373, including breakfast
daily with freshly harvested oysters and sparkling wine, and one
afternoon tea for two.

HEALING GARDENS IN ITALY
About a two-hour drive east of
Milan, Lefay Resort & Spa, on
a hillside laced with olive groves
beside Lake Garda, is a nature
sanctuary, wellness retreat, and
culinary haven. Guests recharge
in therapeutic energetic gardens –
hidden enclaves for contemplation amid ancient healing symbols
in Lefay’s protected forest. The
93-room resort also produces
most of its energy from renewable
sources, collects rainwater for
irrigation, and used eco-architecture principles to integrate the
property into the natural landscape. Local farmers provide the
ingredients for authentic dishes
such as spelt-and-wheat pasta
with asparagus and chanterelles.
Doubles from $400, including
breakfast daily, one lunch or dinner
for two, and a $100 spa credit.

INSIDER INSIGHT
Cécile Gaspar, chief sustainability officer, The Brando
“Even one resort committed to sustainable tourism best practices can have a big impact. We’ve been spearheading green sea turtle conservation
on Tahiti’s Tetiaroa Atoll, where The Brando resort is located. In 2007, our research partner, Te Mana o Te Moana Foundation – cofounded by The
Brando’s owner, Richard Bailey – documented only 25 sea turtle nests on Tetiaroa. In 2018, we counted an increase of 1,300 nests, which have
resulted in more than 50,000 hatchlings making their way into the ocean!”
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(RED FLOWER) SURETHA ROUS/ALAMY, (YOGA) PAUL SPIERENBURG

Properties leading the industry in sustainability – and good times.

Watching a blue-footed booby high-step and whistle.
Witnessing his performance lure a mate.
That’s the exhilaration of discovery.

It’s taken us 50 years to sum up simply what we so uniquely provide:
the exhilaration of discovery. Our ﬂeet of authentic expedition ships goes
to the planet’s most awesome places. Our expedition teams do whatever
it takes to ensure unforgettable encounters with the wild, unexpected, rare
and beautiful. But that is what you get with us—again and again and again.
TM

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION

MAINE POINTS
Maine’s lobster fishery has long
been recognized as a model for
sustainability and is certified by
the Marine Stewardship Council
for its efforts. While most visitors to the state’s rocky coast
indulge in the celebrated crustacean, guests at Inn by the Sea
near Portland can delve deeper
into the local lobstering culture
by hopping on a boat with the
lobstermen who haul traps in
scenic Casco Bay, then enjoying their fresh catch onshore
at Portland Lobster Company.
The 61-room inn’s oceanfront
restaurant specializes in sustainable seafood, in partnership
with the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute. Doubles from $399,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.

MANGROVE PROTECTORS
IN THAILAND
Surrounded by limestone karst towers
rising from Thailand’s Phang Nga Bay,
Six Senses Yao Noi is a Swiss Family
Robinson-like hideaway of wooden
walkways and thatched-roof villas that
peek discreetly from the jungle’s edge.
The 56-room resort is a leader in restoring the island’s mangrove forests,
which serve as nature’s marine-life
nursery for species such as grouper,
as well as habitat for the endangered
dugong (an elusive marine mammal
related to the manatee). A trip through
the surreal seascape of Pa Koh –
“Forest of Islands” – on a traditional
longtail boat allows travelers to experience these sparkling waters in local
style, with plenty of time to stop and
explore along the way. Doubles from
$1,100, including breakfast daily and
a 50-minute massage for two.

VIVA GREEN VEGAS
While Las Vegas’ calling card
is excess – Cher shows, Cirque
du Soleil, high-rollers’ suites – the
city isn’t exactly renowned for its
environmental stewardship. One
green exception among the glitz:
the 4,004-room Aria Resort,
part of CityCenter, the largest
privately financed LEED Goldcertified construction in the world,
with sustainable touches ranging
from nontoxic paints to advanced
technology for water and energy
conservation. Pools and showers
use recycled heat, cooking oil from
Aria’s 16 restaurants is converted
into biofuel, surplus food is donated to food banks, and leftovers are
diverted from landfills to a local pig
farm. Doubles from $299, including
two $30 breakfast credits daily and
a $100 dining credit.

INSIDER INSIGHT
Bruce Simpson, managing director, North Island and Noah’s Ark Project
“Some 250 years ago, with the arrival of the first humans to settle in the Seychelles, a biodiversity crisis of invasive species unfolded. The Noah’s Ark
Project was launched in 2001 to restore North Island to its original natural state. The result today is a sanctuary for some of the planet’s rarest wildlife,
including the Aldabra giant tortoise and the Seychelles white-eye, a tiny bird once thought to be extinct. Guests staying in one of our resort’s 11 sustainably designed villas can experience an archipelago that early British explorers believed was the true Garden of Eden – and, in doing so, help protect it.”
Ramiro Astudillo, tour guide, Casa Gangotena
“At Casa Gangotena in Quito’s Old Town, we believe tourism can be good for local people and for visitors, which is why we launched our
Live Quito Like a Local tour. Starting on the hotel’s terrace, overlooking Plaza San Francisco as the city awakens, we make our way down
cobblestoned streets to neighborhood shops, starting with Rosa Lagla, an Andean healer, who cleanses negative energies. From there we
continue – walking, talking, and sitting with other local shopkeepers. We exchange stories and learn about their products and crafts.
In this way, we’re also helping them continue their traditional trades.”
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FOUR PACIFIC ISLANDS,

ONE GREAT
GETAWAY.
Set a course for The Islands of Tahiti.
Tahiti, Tetiaroa, Moorea and Bora Bora offer an amazing world of relaxation, adventure
and romance — from snorkeling and canoeing to Polynesian spa treatments and sunset
cruises. With a flight and hotel package, you can enjoy all this and more.
Plus, SkyMiles® Members earn up to 2,000 bonus miles per person,
in addition to credited flight miles, with a flight and hotel package.

CONTACT YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

All SkyMiles Program rules apply. To review the rules, please visit delta.com/memberguide. Bonus miles do not count towards
Medallion® Status or Million Miler™ Status. Offers void where prohibited by law. ©2018 Delta Vacations DV32021

A FAMILY AFFAIR
Virtuoso sustainability ambassador Jessica Hall Upchurch,
affectionately known as “Mother Earth with a lasso,” shares how
purpose-driven travel can make the world a better place.
The Upchurch family
at Vermejo Ranch with
Rutherford Seydel and
Laura Turner Seydel.

antelope graze! We’d go back in a heartbeat. Our boys also really enjoyed the
fishing, target shooting, and archery.
How is Vermejo helping lead the way?
For the Turner family, there’s no stone
unturned, no question that can’t be
asked, no answer beyond reach when it
comes to creating a more sustainable
future for our planet. They have restored
entire ecosystems, helped bring the
American bison back from the brink of
extinction, and are demonstrating how a
great vacation can go hand in hand with
caring for our planet.
Is sustainable travel here to stay?
Absolutely! This is increasingly evident,
as we read and hear about it almost daily
in the travel media. There’s immense
good to be done – how fortunate we all
are to be a part of it.

Over the past two years, your family has
embarked on a series of holidays with
companies committed to sustainability.
Has this changed your view on travel?
We quickly realized how positive we felt
about taking a vacation connected to a
greater purpose. Sustainable travel has
enhanced each of us individually and as
a family – the experiences are deeper
and more meaningful. Our two boys
were particularly inspired to learn about
different ways they can help protect the
planet. They’ve told us that they like going
to places that are committed to sustainability more than those that are not.
Is sustainable travel the new normal for
the Upchurch clan? Unequivocally, yes!
It’s phenomenally fulfilling and delightfully
fun – in fact, traveling with this mind-set
feels like we’re weaving a web of connectedness with people across the planet who
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love to travel, care about nature, and want
to give back in positive ways.
What do you hope your kids take away
from these experiences? How we humans all live on one planet, breathing the
same air, desiring the same basic needs,
and wanting love for our families. And how
they can undoubtedly do their part, with joy
and ease, to make the world a better place.
Tell us about your recent family trip
to Vermejo Park Ranch in New Mexico
with Ted Turner Expeditions. If you like
nature, you’ll love this place. Vermejo is
more than half a million acres of wilderness that Ted Turner has restored and
protected. It’s like having a national park
to yourself. They organized a surprise
Champagne picnic for us on a rock outcrop overlooking a valley where the buffalo really do roam and the deer and the

KID LOGIC
Tips for meaning ful travel
from the youngest Upchurches.
“Make it a goal to see some new places,
be sure you spend time outdoors, swim
in the ocean, walk in the forest. Nature
can talk to you.” – Benji, 10
“Try going on a service-based trip,
request a behind-the-scenes sustainability tour, and when you arrive at
your destination, ask how you can
help.” – Clay, 13

Sco and
f
Adven ure

MY WOW MOMENT
Virtuoso Life staff members recall
how making a difference made their trip.

Lives changed in (from left) Indonesia, the Maldives, and Kenya.

“Indonesia’s Nihi Sumba resort has changed
life for the Sumbanese, who live in some of
the most impoverished conditions in the
world. The resort’s Sumba Foundation aims
to alleviate poverty and eradicate malaria by
providing locals with access to clean water,
education, and health care. At a local village,
we met a group of kids – all recipients of
the foundation’s education initiatives – who
stole my heart with their smiles. We bought
crafts from the villagers – another chance to
help support the local economy. Later, at the
spa, my masseuse praised Nihi for not only
providing her with a job, but also for teaching
English to her and 500 other staff members.
I left paradise with the biggest sense of gratitude – thankful for time with my family, as
well as for what the resort and its guests have
given back to the locals in this unforgettable
place.” – Melanie Fowler, design director
“Close encounters with sharks, turtles, and
schooling fish among the Maldives’ coral
formations instill a deep appreciation for the
building blocks of ocean life: reefs. On a dive
trip to the Ari Atoll and Baa Atoll, a UNESCO
World Biosphere Reserve, it was great to
help secure a brighter future for marine life
through Reefscapers’ partnership with the
Four Seasons Resort Maldives at Landaa
Giraavaru. After opting to sponsor a coral
frame, I got to attach live coral fragments

to the metal dome, which on-staff marine
biologists planted along the resort’s reef.
Twice-yearly photo updates let me follow its
growth.” – Justin Paul, senior editor
“Our family safari in Kenya ten years ago
changed our lives. We traveled with Micato
Safaris, and through its charitable arm,
AmericaShare, we spent the last day of our
trip at the Harambee Community Centre, with
children from Kenya’s Mukuru slum. Our kids
joined them, playing soccer, serving lunch, and
handing out food for them to take back to their
families. It was a tremendous experience that
impacted us far more than them. But most
importantly, we met Felix, the boy we sponsor
through Micato’s AmericaShare program. He
was an adorable 6-year-old, with a wide grin
and huge dark eyes. He spoke very little English, but managed to tell us how much it meant
to him that our family sponsored his boardingschool education. We fell in love. We’ve traded
letters and photos with him for the past
decade, watching in amazement as he took
command of the English language, learned
other subjects, and grew into a healthy, happy
young man. My son is now 18, and for years
he’s referred to Felix as his brother. Our family has booked a return trip this fall, and the
highlight of the safari will be the time we get to
spend with Felix.” – Terrie Hansen, senior vice
president, marketing
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Experience the perfect
Scottish golfing adventure with
exclusive Virtuoso pricing and
guaranteed tee times
for the Old Course

Create St. Andrews
Memories
Stay at the luxurious, five-star
Old Course Hotel & Spa
There is still time to plan your
2018 adventure, or start
planning for 2019 now
Virtuoso rates from $4,998
(based upon four golfers sharing)

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor

CCACAAO
CCAAA
REACCCOO

Take the slow road into
Slovenia’s Julian Alps.
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PRIMOZ SUTAK

Dramatic mountains and coastlines, dueling cultures,
and the ever-present wind in your hair link up for a great bike ride
through Slovenia and Croatia . BY JUSTIN PAUL
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THERE’S A T-INTERSECTION
AUSTRIA
HUNGARY
SLOVENIA
CROATIA

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

way to your first glimpse of the
blue Gulf of Trieste, which the
Adriatic grabs hold of and runs
with to the horizon. Speeding
past in a car, you’d likely miss
it. But on a bike, as you place
foot to ground for an engine
winding up around the bend,
it’s exactly the type of moment
you notice.
Bike touring is full of such
discoveries, cogs that link up
to power a more intimate and
visceral appreciation of place.
Cycling sharpens your focus
out of necessity – the tire-hungry
crack or hissing badger (?!)
mid-lane, the bark of a dog
in pursuit, a thunderhead’s
march off your flank, subtle
topographical changes under
wheel and in the distance.

PRIMOZ SUTAK

ITALY

in Slovenia where you can
feel the climate shift. It’s
a few hours’ ride from the
Lipica Stud Farm’s oak-lined
pastures, home of the famed
Lipizzan horses, along a less
trafficked two-lane through
one-gas-station towns, where
truck drivers transferring
beehives fuel up with diesel
and espresso.
The change happens gradually, of course – the trees growing more scrubby and squat in
deference to burly bora winds
as you approach the ridge – but
it’s here that you fully turn a
corner. The breeze blows a bit
warmer and carries a tinge of
salt. Sunlight reflects back a
touch more brightly, and the
terrain trends downhill all the
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STIPE SURAC

In this heightened state of
awareness, you’re ready to capture the smallest of pleasures
when nature winks.
Day three of Backroads’ new
cycling tour of Slovenia and
Croatia is transition day, from
mountains to coast. We awoke
in the resort town of Bled in the

shadow of the Julian Alps, and,
after a shuttle to Lipica and a
tour of the horse farm, mounted
our titanium steeds, scattering
across the windswept Karst
Plateau toward that ridgeline
near fourteenth-century Socerb
Castle, where things grew
warmer by the pedal stroke.

The six-day trip kicks off in
Slovenia’s capital, Ljubljana
(lyoo-blee-AH-nah), and
spends two days in the rugged
mountains and foothills near
the country’s northern border
with Austria before jumping
south to Istria, the diamondshaped Adriatic peninsula it

Clockwise from
top: Alpine life in
Triglav National
Park, a cheesemaker with a wheel
of Bohinj cheese,
and Lake Bohinj’s
bronze of Goldenhorn, a mythical
chamois buck from
the region. Opposite: Lake Bled’s
island church.
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shares with Italy and Croatia.
I’d been angling to see more of
Croatia ever since a Dalmatian
Coast road trip a decade ago,
and I’ll hop on a bike for nearly
any reason – year-round commuting, family outings, fitness,
century rides in the Pacific
Northwest. How inspiring is
the pairing of Slovenia’s widely
varied terrain with a less touristy side of Croatia? Ask the guy

who was smiling at 6 am spin
classes in the run-up.
“I DON’T CALL MYSELF A

cyclist, but I like to ride a bike
on these trips,” says Virtuoso
travel advisor Mary Walker of
Keller, Texas, who frequently
recommends Backroads to active clients and families. That’s
the kind of line I heard from a
few in our fit group of 15, who

ranged in age from 26 to early
70s, go-getters to sunny-day
riders. It was the first multiday
cycling outing for some, and a
preferred way of traveling for
others: One, a New Orleans attorney and grandfather, had 15
trips in the saddle with the tour
company – which is impressive,
but he was bested by a retired
tech entrepreneur and rock
climber who counts his in the

(CYCLISTS) PRIMOZ SUTAK, (LAKE AND ACCORDION PLAYER) STIPE SURAC

Clockwise from
top: Lake Bohinj’s
700-year-old Saint
John the Baptist
church, home to
fifteenth-century
frescoes; all smiles
after a steep descent
in Triglav; and village
entertainment.

Hong Kong Luxury Tour — 4 nights*

Hong Kong & Vietnam Luxury — 10 nights*

Extraordinary food, exciting nightlife,

Experience the magic of Hong Kong’s shimmering

world-class shopping and ancient culture await you in

skyline, complemented by an unforgettable journey through

Hong Kong. Experience the unique contrast where a thriving

Vietnam’s ancient cities, coasts and world heritage wonders. Includes

metropolis meets lush green mountains and geological

4 nights at The Mandarin Oriental Hong Kong, 3 nights in the Hanoi

wonders. Includes 4 luxurious nights at The Peninsula Hong

Sofitel Legend Metropole with a private tour of Ha Long Bay. Plus 3

Kong and a private tour of Hong Kong Island. Enjoy full

nights in Hoi An at the Four Seasons with a private tour of the My Son

breakfast daily, round trip private transfers and more.

ancient ruins. Enjoy full breakfast daily, round trip private transfers
from airports to hotel and more.

From

$1,799

From

$4,599

and encouraged everyone to
ride as much or as little as they
wanted, which for most of us
averaged between 30 and 50
miles daily. Or none at all – on
day five in Croatia, one rider
opted to take a break from the
road for more pool time, a walk
to the beach, and a massage.
Once ready, everyone set off at
their own pace, meeting up for
lunch, coffee breaks, a trufflehunting demonstration, and
other activities. Some then
called it a day; others snapped
helmets back on and struck out
for the evening’s hotel. The one
constant throughout the week:
It takes a few miles after a big
midday meal for things to click
back into gear.

Kranj
Ljubljana
SLOVENIA

Lipica
Trieste
Piran and
Portoroz

CROATIA

Bale

Pula

“HOW DID THEY PUT THIS

route together?” someone
asked on the first day. After
starting a few miles outside
Ljubljana, we’d made our way
to Bled via a series of smaller
and more out-of-the-way roads
through meadows rippling with
lanky wildflowers and cattle
lowing on hillsides out of view.
Makeshift shrines marked the

TAKE
THE LANE
DAY 1
Kranj to Bled
15-34 miles

DAY 2
Lake Bohinj loop
16-83 miles

DAY 3
Lipica to Portoroz
25-45 miles

DAY 4
Portoroz to Bale
30-65 miles

DAY 5
Bale to Pula
22-56 miles

DAY 6
Setting out from Socerb
Castle, which has commanding views of Istria.
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Bale Loop
16 miles
Shuttle to Trieste, Italy

This year, Backroads
rolled out a new
custom fleet for its
cycling itineraries
with titanium frames,
carbon forks, and
electronic shifters.
Without spinning too
far into bike nerd-dom,
just know that they’re
light and a pleasure
to ride, right down to
the saddles, designed
to keep you comfortable that fourth and
fifth day on the road.
A couple of travelers
on my trip opted for
e-bikes for the week
to help keep up with
stronger partners and
pack in more miles.
They’re tanks, but look
mighty nice breezing
past on hills with a
soft whirl.

(CYCLISTS) PRIMOZ SUTAK

20s. Uniting us all was a love of
the outdoors, the confidence
to take on a crowded café while
clad in Lycra, and a belief that
the best vacations involve
breaking a sweat.
“You don’t have to be Joe
Biker,” says Walker, whose fifth
cycling vacation is coming up.
Want to attack days like you’re
on Le Tour? Have at it – there’s
likely at least one other person
ready to hammer it too. But
for many, bike touring with
Backroads, Butterfield & Robinson, and others is a chance
to ease off life’s frenetic pace
for a week. “In Provence, I’ll be
digging into southern French
culture, drinking great wine,
learning about lavender aromatherapy, and exploring clifftop
villages,” Walker says.
Throughout the week, days
rolled along with a familiar
cadence, with flexibility as a
main theme. After breakfast,
team leaders Ted and Primoz
explained each segment’s
mileage, elevation gains, and
scenic highlights; passed out
Garmin bike computers with
preprogrammed directions;

Bled

Triglav
National
Park

A rare 22-day journey where we witness the Great Migration across the Savannah,
trek in search of mountain gorillas, navigate the Nile and float over otherworldly landscapes.

THE
ULTIMATE
SAFARI
BY
PRIVATE
JET
Cape Town – Rovos Rail – Victoria Falls
Chobe National Park – Gorillas In Rwanda
Serengeti – Lalibela – Luxor – Cairo

Departing 30 January, 29 September & 13 October 2019
Numbers limited. Enquire now.

A warm welcome to Istria:
Piran’s Old Town.

STIPE SURAC

WITH YOUR PHONE TUCKED AWAY,
YOU COULD MARK TIME BY
THE HOURLY TOLLING OF VILLAGE
CHURCH BELLS.
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SMALL SHIP CRU IS ING
It’s a big world. But sometimes, it takes a small ship to see it clearly.
To find its heart, hidden away in unexplored coves,
distant islands and old-world villages.
So step onboard, and discover the joy of traveling small.

Unforgettable... the Joy of Traveling Small.
Go where the big ships can’t go... Tauck Small Ship Cruising combines 90+ years of award-winning travel
expertise with unique destination experiences in Europe, Latin America, Asia and Antarctica. For 2019, to meet
increasing guest demand, we are adding more space and dates on our most popular cruises plus introducing
new destinations. Guests travel effortlessly, knowing that every aspect of their trip is already paid for –
and taken care of – from shore excursions to gratuities, with no options sold.

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS
For additional information on Tauck’s 2019 small ship sailings, please contact your preferred Virtuoso advisor.
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a thigh-burning 2,500 feet.
About half of the group took
advantage of the shuttle to the
top of the pass; along with an
e-bike option, “boosts” like
this are one of numerous ways
Backroads ensures families
and couples with different
riding abilities can enjoy days
together. Triglav opens with
Bohinj Basin, one of the most
beautiful valleys I’ve ever
ridden through. A few months
earlier, more than ten feet of
snow buried the road, but in
late spring, as the Julian Alps
jacked up around us, sunbeams
filtered across a spectrum of
greens that would set the most
stoic Irishman’s heart aflutter.
On the far side of one meadow,
a deer cautiously picked its
way down the tree line, while
in others, open-air hay racks
and wood cabins’ steeply
pitched roofs announced
alpine settlements of as few as
a dozen residents. With your
phone tucked away, you could
mark time by the hourly tolling of village church bells until
you arrived at the country’s
largest natural lake, Bohinj,

STIPE SURAC

Clockwise from top
left: Socerb Castle and
Trieste, Italy, in the
distance; the Lipica
horse farm; and coffee
in Piran.

intersections of lanes that led
between farmhouses, where
grill smoke and kids’ laughter
seeped through the fences.
Stretches with heavier traffic
inevitably cropped up, but one
of the best discoveries throughout the week was just how backroads things were.
That first night at dinner,
the group buzzed about the
ride and the freedom of supported cycling. Out on the
road, one team leader rides,
while, in vans, the other and
a third support-staff member
hopscotch among the front and
rear riders, setting up refueling stations and checking in on
the group. You hop off the bike
for lunch, and a spread of local
specialties arrives. At hotels –

which, on this trip, ranged from
one of former Yugoslav dictator
Tito’s summer residences (still
a bit spartan and communist in
style) to the stately Kempinski
Palace Portoroz and a Relais &
Châteaux wine estate – you
hand your bike off to the
guides, who clean and tune it
if needed, and head straight to
your room.
One thing on everyone’s
mind was the next morning’s
journey into Triglav National
Park, the most challenging ride
of the trip, and whether anyone
planned to tackle the longest
option: 80-plus miles and three
imposing mountain passes.
“We’re not going to talk miles
and elevation gain at dinner,”
Primoz finally said with a smile
after some persistent peppering. “But I’ll say this: Of 100
people I’ve taken on the big
loop, only two completed it.”
That, in recreational-cyclingguide circles, is what you call a
conversation stopper.
The approach to Triglav,
Slovenia’s sole national park,
starts with an eight-mile climb,
the latter half of which rises
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which proved even more scenic
and peaceful than Bled’s.
A cold rain set in as we
regrouped beneath a cheesemaker’s hay rack for hot soup,
salads, “a friend’s” sausage, and
homemade cheese that were
typical of our lunches at agriturismos – family establishments
licensed to serve regional
dishes such as handmade pasta
with truffles or wild asparagus
and pancetta, home-cured
meats and pickles, pâtés and
rillettes, and true “house” wine
from ingredients the family
grows or produces. After a tour
of the one-room cheese factory,
we headed out on the downvalley cruise along a river, villages tucked hard against cliffs
leading the way back to Bled.
THE CONTRAST BETWEEN IS-

tria and inland Slovenia comes
at you like a train. Within a
few hundred feet’s descent of
the Karst Plateau’s face, the

traditional border between
Italians and Slovenes, the Mediterranean takes over. Once
off the plateau, we hugged the
coast south to join up with a
repurposed railroad bed that
disappeared into a stone tunnel. Sunlight flooded the exit,
which, eyes adjusted to the
dark, I blindly burst through
to find myself coasting along
a narrow valley of microfarms
planted in olive, fig, and fruit
trees, and tidy rows of sweet
peas, cabbages, and tomatoes.
“I’m Slovenian, but I consider myself Istrian,” Primoz,
who was born about a few miles
from this point, had mentioned earlier in the trip. We
were discussing how, socially
and culturally, he has more
in common with neighboring
Croatians than with his inland
countrymen: a shared official
second language (Italian),
seafood and pastas in place
of potatoes and hearty meat

stews, coastal traditions, a
warmer climate, better wine.
We confirmed this last fact that
evening with a tasting in his
hometown, the fishing village
of Piran, whose more than 500
years under Venetian rule are
still clearly evident today. In a
courtyard above an old cistern
used to store water during
sieges, a winemaker from
Steras Vineyards shared
vintages that included a rosé (a
bit sweet) and two reds, which
some of the group ordered by
the case for delivery, while
tourists walked by with looks of
“How do we get in on this?”
Piran is one of the few spots
on the trip where groups are on
their own for dinner. Among the
ten or so recommended restaurants, take Primoz’s advice and
head to his friend’s place, casual
Pirat, where eight of us ordered
double portions of nearly half
the menu to share: calamari;
mussels in a garlicky white-wine

TIP
“Piran feels like a secret
alternative to Venice,
without the crowds. It’s
an easy walk along the
coast from the center
of Portoroz, which is
especially beautiful
at sunset.”
– Shawn Kirschenman,
Virtuoso travel
advisor, Seattle

(CYCLISTS) PRIMOZ SUTAK, (MOTOVUN) STIPE SURAC

Hilltop Motovun
and (inset)
cyclists taking
in the abandoned Croatian
village Zavrsje
from afar.
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sauce; pasta with grilled lobsters; a fish platter with shrimp,
squid, and whole sea bream
and sea bass; and more – hands
down one of the best and most
fun meals of the trip.
The next morning, aside
from an on-bike passport
check, you’d be hard-pressed
to know you’ve crossed into
Croatia for the final two days.
Terraced vineyards and tall
Italian cypresses line the way
to fortified medieval hill towns
such as Motovun and the
artists’ enclave of Groznjan.
The hard mark of history pops
up in unexpected locations,
such as the tumbledown ruins
of Dvigrad, a ninth-century
town abandoned in the 1700s
and now nearly consumed by
forest, and, more dramatically,
in the heart of industrial Pula,
where we ended the ride in the
shadow of the world’s bestpreserved Roman amphitheater, built around ad 80.
Hours later, we gathered
at sunset on a patio carved
into the rocks a few feet above
the Adriatic in Rovinj, which
stands out in a region flush
with scenic towns. Plates of
caprese, prosciutto and cheese,
and the day’s catch landed on
tables, while some patrons sat
on bare rock, glasses in hand,
their toes dipping down toward
the sea. A crisp breeze slacked
off, conversations grew louder,
and, as the stars brightened,
Venus and a crescent moon
worked their way down to the
horizon. It was one of those
big-picture moments when
quiet Istria shouts, “Hey world,
top this!” – a silent pronouncement, of course, but no one,
cyclist or not, could miss it.

STIPE SURAC

Clockwise from top: Groznjan is known for its
galleries and concerts, Rovinj, and Puntulina’s
terrace, site of the farewell dinner.

MORE IN VIEW.
MORE TO DO.
IF YOU WANT TO SEE THE WORLD, cruise down its legendary rivers. If you want to see more of the world,
look no further than Avalon Waterways. Our Suite Ships® feature one-of-a-kind Panorama Suites,SM with
the widest opening windows in river cruising, the industry’s only Open-Air Balcony,SM and beds facing the
incredible views.
Beyond our wall-to-wall, floor-to-ceiling windows is a world waiting to be explored—your way. Whether you
want to enjoy a guided walking tour of one of Europe’s great cities, join a cooking class or paddle a canoe,
our Avalon Choice® selections of Classic, Discovery and Active excursions offer a wide range of possibilities.

Save up to $2,000 per couple on Europe River Cruises*
To book your Avalon Waterways River Cruise, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.
*Restrictions apply.

ADVENTURE’S ON
Action-packed trips in Croatia and Slovenia.
 Backroads

leads fully supported cycling trips in 37 countries, including the U.S. The six-day
Slovenia-Croatia itinerary from Ljubljana to the Julian Alps and the coastal Istrian Peninsula
falls in the middle of the company’s trip-intensity scale, with climbs each day. More easygoing
European options include Holland or the Loire Valley, while for diehards, there’s Mallorca.
Departures: Multiple dates, September 14, 2018, through October 1, 2019; from $4,398.

 Active

travelers hike, bike, and tour caves on Butterfield & Robinson’s private eight-day trip
from Ljubljana to Pula, Croatia. Lake Bled and Bohinj highlight interior Slovenia before a detour
for winetasting in Italy. In Istrian Croatia, parties explore the artists’ village of Groznjan and
Roman Porec and enjoy a seaside dinner in Rovinj. Departures: Any day through 2019; from
$7,995 per person for a group of four.
 Exeter

International’s privately chauffeured, nine-day trip from Croatia’s capital, Zagreb, to
Ljubljana is filled with city and museum tours, wine and olive-oil tastings, and light adventure
such as biking in Rovinj and a cable-car ride in the Julian Alps. One highlight of the customizable
itinerary: a tour of Croatia’s Plitvice Lakes National Park, home to 16 pristine lakes connected by
waterfalls. Departures: Any day through 2019; from $4,500.
 Virtuoso’s

on-site tour connection Luxury Slovenia works with travel advisors to craft
custom itineraries throughout the country and in Istria. For a complete introduction: a nine-day,
privately chauffeured journey that kicks off with coastal Piran and Portoroz and features visits
with winemakers, a cave tour, Bohinj Valley adventures, and a guided walk through Ljubljana’s
Old Town. Departures: Any day through 2018; from $4,190.

STIPE SURAC

Hay racks in
Slovenia’s Julian
Alps and (below)
Pula’s Roman
amphitheater.
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Mpumalanga
Kruger National Park

CHANCE
MEETING ON
THE DRIVE
HOME
Explore more at
southafrica.net

#MeetSouthAfrica
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Maples in Okayama’s Edo-period Korakuen
Garden and (opposite) L’Austral heads into
port at Uwajima.
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Under French sail.
Opposite, clockwise from
top left: Students visiting
Hiroshima’s Peace Memorial Museum, a stateroom,
a neighborhood of former
samurai homes and gardens in Chiran, and dinner
on L’Austral.

tHe Water Was blue
and the torii gate standing knee deep in it
was red. We walked toward it on a sandy
path. My sister and I could hear the rustling
of the forest to our left and the whispering of the sea to our right. The moment felt
ephemeral, yet eternal. Young students in
navy-blue sailor uniforms schooled around
us, and the scent of pines drifted past, invigorating after the ship’s climate control.
But then all of it was invigorating: the rustic simplicity of the iconic red shrine – arms
raised to the sacred island it’s faced for hundreds of years – and the sleek cruise ship and
cabin we were sharing for a week, a floating microcosm of French chic bumping up
against the rarefied beauty of Japan.
It was the second day of our sailing along
the country’s southern coast, and we were
just beginning to grasp that each time we
stepped ashore, our senses might lead us
somewhere exquisite. The day before it had
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been a classical seventeenth-century garden with a simple teahouse and a soothing
stream flowing through its raised wood
floor. Now we were walking toward the
vermillion-roofed pavilions of this ancient
Miyajima Island temple, designed to draw
your gaze not just outward but inward. With
each step I tried to feel a little more Zen. But
mostly I thought about how, in a chaotic
world, Japanese culture is full of experiences that invite you to access something deep
and unchanging. Traveling between them
by sea is an elegant way to go.
On a Ponant ship, style is what strikes you
first. Unabashedly French, the 264-passenger Austral has a steel-gray hull and minimalist interiors reminiscent of a Parisian
boutique hotel. It feels like a mega-yacht outfitted by Emanuel Ungaro (in fact, Ponant
is owned by French billionaire François
Pinault’s holding company, which also owns
Saint Laurent, Gucci, Boucheron, and other
luxury brands). Everything inside is taupe,
cream, and white, with sexy accents of
smoky brown. Our cabin, No. 314, was deeply
calming, with wood accents, closets and
drawers trimmed in creamy white leather,
a balcony, and a marble bath stocked with
so many Hermès toiletries that even two
sisters could share. From the moment Kristen and I stepped aboard in Osaka and were
greeted – “Bonjour!” – by the buffed and polished crew handing out flutes of Veuve Clicquot, we realized we’d be cruising Japan on
very French terms.
I’d always longed to visit Japan, so when
the opportunity arose to bring my sister,
Kristen, on an eight-day sail around the
southernmost of the country’s main islands, from Osaka to Maizuru, we promptly
cleared our calendars. It was the fanciest
thing we’d ever done together. Dinner in the
white-on-white dining room was fancy; getting dressed for drinks in the clubby sixthfloor lounge was fancy; and waltzing up to
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Osaka by night and
(opposite) crew
members on board
in Tamano.
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The torii gate and (below)
handwritten wishes at
Itsukushima Shrine, a
UNESCO World Heritage
site on Miyajima Island.

breakfast and ordering a perfect latte for her
and cappuccino for me, before slathering
our fresh-baked baguettes with individually
wrapped pats of artisanal beurre imported
from Brittany, was fancy. As one of our fellow passengers put it: “There are cruises,
and then there are cruises.”
The vast majority of travelers to Japan
focus on Tokyo and Kyoto, never venturing
past the country’s central core, but this was
a chance to explore rarely visited coastal
towns, spend time in cities with World
War II significance, and ply the waters past
myriad tiny islands in the Inland Sea. “This
itinerary is interesting because it’s a different side of Japan – traditional Japan, the real
Japan,” Phoenix-based Virtuoso travel advisor Toshiko Suzuki told me. “It’s not a firsttimer’s trip; you’ll see a part of the country
very few travelers get to see.”
Japan is one of those places that feels like
a conduit to what actually matters. It has
an almost spiritual draw. Maybe that was
the reason the Itsukushima Shrine’s iconic
torii gate moved us so. Many of Japan’s loveliest shrines face the sea, and this one, a
UNESCO World Heritage site first built
around the sixth century off forested Miyajima Island, is a Shinto shrine. Shintoism, the millennia-old animistic Japanese
religion, ascribes a spiritual essence to all
things – objects, places, creatures. Nature,
in particular, is revered.
As Kristen, a philosophy professor, later
explained to me, “Without even touching
the sacred island, it expresses honor to it.”
It’s a shrine meant to be experienced outdoors, and the path, the forest, and the scent
of the sea felt elemental. All we had to be
was there – and there felt like everything at
that moment. And yet, Itsukushima is also
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an ancient shrine, which makes you think
about the passing of time. We were so lucky
to be here! Yet even this beautiful moment
is a fleeting moment! Just like the seasons.
These were the kinds of thoughts we found
ourselves having, suddenly, in Japan.
As seaborne pilgrims, we returned to the ship for
lunch most days between optional morning and afternoon excursions. It seemed
odd to travel all the way to Japan and eat
French food, but it was also nice to shed
our sneakers for chic little sandals and relax at a table on the sundeck between trips
to the Mediterranean buffet while Julien,
the cute French sommelier, tried to pour
us more wine. After the first few days, we

On the bridge: Bringing
L’Austral into port
in Nagasaki.
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realized that if we stuck mainly to salads, we
could save more room for dessert: a luscious
cheese course followed by a daily parade of
mousse au chocolats, crème caramels, pastries, cakes, tarts, and a dreamy concoction
called îles flottantes (floating islands), clouds
of poached meringue on a vanilla custard
sauce. Heaven.
Our fellow passengers turned out to be a
well-traveled, sophisticated bunch. In a lifetime of dinner parties, I’ve never sat next
to horse breeders from Australia, a couple
with a daughter who’d skied in the Sochi
Olympics, a metallurgist, a sheep-ranching
couple from Melbourne who hilariously explained to us how you could tell if a sheep

was gay, and a retired French CEO who’d
spent more time traveling around the States
than we had.
Hailing from 16 different countries, we
were a third French, a third American, and
a quarter Australian, plus a mix of Belgians,
Brazilians, Canadians, Austrians, Italians,
and Swiss. Fearing a looming wardrobe
crisis, Kristen and I had compared notes
on what to pack for weeks before our trip.
(Ponant’s website emphasized French elegance and suggested there might even be
an “all-white dress night.” There wasn’t.)
But once on board, the two of us had to
laugh with our new girlfriends: We’d all felt
the pressure to step up our wardrobes, and
everyone had packed so many scarves!
The resulting dress was smart casual
with a few notably French exceptions: the
mysterious widow who wore patent-leather
Ferragamo pumps everywhere, even on
shore excursions; men in Parisian red and
Riviera blue trousers, and lots of crisp white
polo shirts.
That said, Kristen and I turned out to be
the only two passengers who had lugged

Park Hyatt Sydney

Enrich your travel experience and surround yourself in
expertly curated art, meaningful design and the finest
in local culinar y expression. Discover rare and tailored
experiences at 40 exquisite Park Hyatt hotels and
resorts worldwide.
FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe Harbour

Hyatt ® and Park Hyatt ® and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. © 2018 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

along the unabridged Tale of Genji (at 1,320
pages, it consumes a quarter of a carry-on).
Murasaki Shikibu’s delicious story of eleventh-century Heian court life is not only
seductive, but it’s believed to be the world’s
first novel. That, and Donald Richie’s classic
travel memoir, Inland Sea, proved invaluable
to our nascent understanding of Japanese
history and culture. In this complex country, many of the excursions were historically
intense (especially those in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki). The only thing I missed having
on board was the typical expedition-cruise
roster of evening lectures over cocktails to
help process them.
One afternoon after lunch we caught a
shuttle from the ship to Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Museum. The first city in history
destroyed by a nuclear weapon – the United States dropped an atomic bomb on it in
1945, near the end of WWII – Hiroshima is
today a municipality of 1.2 million people.
We passed Mazda’s main assembly plant,
block after block of concrete apartment
buildings, a huge armory-like brick structure with rusting shutters that survived
the blast, and uniformed school kids riding
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The Only COlOrs, sHE said,
were blaCk, brOwn, and red.
There wasn't a single green thing left,
nOt even a leaf.
bikes along immaculate sidewalks.
The Peace Museum’s main exhibit displays a black-and-white landscape photo
of ground zero taken after the Enola Gay
dropped that bomb, code-named “Little
Boy.” The entire city, block after block after block, is annihilated. Nothing is left
but twisted metal, blackened rubble, and
scorched tree trunks.
We learned that some 140,000 lives were
lost. It’s difficult to imagine anything surviving that kind of destruction, but the most
moving part of the memorial was video testimony of a dozen survivors grown old. Each
told their story: where they were when they

The Hiroshima National
Peace Memorial Hall for
the Atomic Bomb Victims
and (right) the Nagasaki
Atomic Bomb Museum.

Town & Country Cruise Awards Winner
Best Overall Expedition Cruise
Best On-Shore Activities
Best Food

Explore the Northwest Passage with the Leaders
in Luxury Expedition Cruising
Join A&K’s award-winning Expedition Team on a fascinating voyage through the Arctic’s legendary
Northwest Passage, discovering a show of pristine landscapes, wildlife and rare culture. Sail with the
longtime leaders in polar expedition cruising, returning to the Northwest Passage for a fourth season on
luxury ‘Le Boreal,’ exclusively chartered by A&K to offer unparalleled amenities that include all-balcony
accommodations, an intimate guest capacity of just 199 and A&K’s own brand of all-inclusive cruising.

The Northwest Passage: From Greenland to the Bering Sea
24 Days | Aug 26–Sep 18, 2019 | From $29,995 (was $32,995)
NEW! Alaska Post-Tour Extension | 4 days from $3,295
Book early and save up to $6,000 per stateroom.
For more information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Early booking discount is limited to double
occupancy bookings only in cabin categories 1-3. Offer is
not valid for single bookings, is subject to availability and
may be withdrawn at any time. Other restrictions may apply.
©2018 Abercrombie & Kent USA, LLC CST#2007274-20

Setsuko Mori pours local
green tea for visitors to
her home and garden in
Chiran. Mori’s ancestors
were samurai, living in
the district with other
samurai families.

TIP
“A few etiquette pointers: If you’re
not comfortable going barefoot, be
sure to bring socks when you visit
temples – you’ll need to remove your
shoes. Try the real Japanese food:
simple ramen noodles, for instance.
It’s also fun to step into a supermarket
and try a snack and juice – although
walking and eating in public is frowned
upon. If someone offers you a business card, hold it in both hands when
receiving it and say thank you –
arigatou gozaimasu!”
– Toshiko Suzuki,
Virtuoso travel advisor, Phoenix
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saw the bright flash, and what happened
next. One woman described the city in the
days after, how every living thing had been
erased. The only colors, she said, were black,
brown, and red. There wasn’t a single green
thing left, she said, not even a leaf.
The contrasts – visiting a peaceful shrine
by morning and reliving the destruction
of the first nuclear bomb that afternoon –
were extreme. My sister and I walked part
of the way back to port, and when we got
there, boarding L’Austral felt oddly jarring. That night, the Hiroshima Junior Marimba Ensemble joined us and played their

hearts out. There was an origami lesson
(“geisha bookmark”) in the main lounge
and, after dinner, a Folies Bergère-inspired
show, Paris Express.
One of the best parts of the cruise, we
found, was how international it was. Although I missed having onboard experts
and guides (Ponant’s cruises lean more
toward lounge singers, dancers, and musicians), this was one of many evenings when
engaging in lively, thoughtful conversations
with our fellow cruisers from Australia and
Switzerland and France over filet de veau
and voiles chocolat et praliné was a welcome
end to a thought-provoking day.
The elegant ship could have been all the
world we needed, but our shore excursions
took us to parts of Japan we’d never have
seen otherwise. At the far end of Kyushu, the
southernmost of Japan’s four main islands,
we visited the town of Chiran, strolling a
preserved samurai district with traditional
houses still owned by samurai descendants.
Each residence maintains a landscaped garden dating back to the Edo period (1615 to
1868). Contemplating these Zen gardens,
it struck us that the serene landscapes occupied an odd part of the fierce samurai
psyche, but that’s what’s so fascinating
about Japan: It’s complicated.
A line of 1,036 concrete lanterns edged the road as we
continued to our next stop: Chiran’s Peace
Museum for Kamikaze Pilots. Each lantern
represents a young pilot who embarked on
a suicide mission against Allied vessels in
WWII; 439 of those pilots trained here. It
was sad winding up the road; entering the

At the Chiran Peace
Museum for Kamikaze
Pilots and (right) the ship
sails into Osaka.

museum we weren’t sure what to expect,
but there was no glorifying the war. If anything, the museum makes a quiet, eloquent
appeal for peace.
Photos of young kamikaze pilots line the
walls, along with their final thoughts, letters they wrote home the night before their
flights. The goal is to put names and faces to
these very young men so that nothing like
this happens again.
“Here the cherry blossoms have already
fallen. The young green leaves you love so
much will soon usher in a new season of
spring. It seems silly to talk like this at such
a time, but I feel like being a bit greedy at
the moment.” – Toshio Anazawa, April 12,
1945 (age 23).
When we emerged into the sunlight, we
heard in the distance, thankfully, sounds of
everyday life: people laughing, insects buzzing, the bus waiting. We rolled on.
As Japan struggled to rebuild after the
war, the government sought to preserve the
nation’s cultural legacy, including masters
of specific arts or crafts. On our last day, we
visited the Abe Eishiro Memorial Hall, dedicated to one of the country’s former Living
National Treasures, a master of the centuries-old art form of washi papermaking.
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Abe Eishiro passed away in 1984, but in his
humble, light-filled studio, his son taught us
something about the devotion required to
hand-make paper.
For my sister and me, a professor and a
writer, dipping a small framed screen into
a vat of pulpy water, draining it, and peeling
off a peach-colored postcard felt almost religious. We dried our wet postcards on pieces of linen, admired the paper peace cranes
suspended from the ceiling.
I hoped I’d remember the feeling once I
got home to the States. Japan seemed everywhere a land of refined essences. And each
one expressed a deeper message about how
perfecting details can reveal something
profound: Call it clarity or truth. Either way,
as we drove back to the ship through hills
lush with cedar and pine, I knew I’d treasure
this time. We hadn’t even left yet, and already I wanted to return.

I HOped I’d
remember the feeling
OnCe I gOt hOme
tO the States.
Japan seemed
everywHere a land
Of refined essenCes.

IMAGINE A NEW WAY TO
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

Discover an exclusive collection of unique tours, offering
incredible encounters, hands-on exploration, and the
freedom to roam – all within the structure and security
of travelling in a small group.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
for more information.

A view of the town of
Sakaiminato from the ship.

eastern expOsure
Cruise Japan your way.

CRUISE Ponant’s nine-day journey
in southern Japan aboard the
264-passenger Soléal or the new
Lapérouse (October), explores
Shinto shrines and the famous
Korakuen Garden. During the
sailing from Maizuru to Osaka
(or the reverse), the ship calls
in Kagoshima for a visit to a
lava observatory beside an active volcano and continues to
Hiroshima to wander UNESCO
World Heritage sites. Departures:
Multiple dates, April 15 through
May 9, and October 10 and 18,
2019; from $6,700.
During eight days aboard the
4,180-passenger Quantum of the
Seas, Royal Caribbean International’s round-trip voyage from
Shanghai ventures to key cities
in Japan. While cruising to Kyoto
museums, Kobe hot springs, and
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Tokyo neighborhoods, travelers
can take a leap in the first at-sea
skydiving simulator; unwind at
the Bionic Bar, staffed by robot
bartenders; and watch aerial
artists and laser shows in the
evening. Departures: March 21
and May 24, 2019; from $2,402.
Princess Cruises’ 2,670-passenger Diamond Princess sails
round-trip from Tokyo for eight
days with stops at Kochi’s Cape
Muroto, Yokkaichi’s Ise Shrine,
the fish market in Busan, South
Korea, and a vine-woven suspension bridge (a kazurabashi) 45
feet above the Iya River valley.
On board, cruisers can peruse
the ship’s art gallery, recharge
in the Lotus Spa Fitness Center,
and play mini golf. Departures:
March 26, and April 3, 11, and
19, 2019; from $2,889.

Travelers aboard Regent Seven
Seas Cruises’ 700-passenger
Seven Seas Mariner check off
nine ports of call in Japan and
South Korea during a 13-day
round-trip voyage from Tokyo.
Ascending stairs to the Ni-no-Torii, they enter the Omi Shrine in
Hyuga and, later, soak in therapeutic benefits from a steaming
volcanic sand bath on Ibusuki
Beach. In South
Korea, there’s a
chance to meet
the “Mermaids of
Jeju,” female divers who descend
to great depths
without oxygen
to collect conch
and abalone.
Departure: April
15, 2019; from
$15,299.

STAY Many Japan cruises depart
from Osaka, where The St.
Regis Osaka makes for a soft
pre-cruise landing pad, with
160 rooms on ginkgo-tree-lined
Midosuji Avenue, butler service,
and, from May through September, a rooftop “Champagne
Garden.” Doubles from $265,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.
The St. Regis
Osaka’s Fuji Suite.

become more

brez

Travel should be an easygoing experience.
Allianz Travel Insurance can give you peace of mind by protecting you and
your travel budget—so you can soak up every moment of your vacation.
Contact your Virtuoso Advisor to book and protect your next trip.
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CHECK IN, PLEASE

Montage
Los Cabos.

Around the world via
12 striking new hotels.

LUIS GARCÍA

WE’RE ALWAYS EXCITED ABOUT DEBUT ACCOMMODATIONS, BUT WHAT’S REALLY THRILLING IS WHEN ONE
pops up and totally changes the game: It provides access to a less explored corner of the world, for example, or brings
an entirely new vibe to an already beloved place. We’re checking out where travelers should be checking in next (it’s
kind of our job), and the properties on the following pages officially make our list.

BY ELAINE GLUSAC
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An Inn-to-Inn Trek in Bhutan
Encompassing 82 suites and villas across five separate lodges, Six Senses Bhutan is set to open its first three lodges (in
Thimphu, Punakha, and Paro) in November and the other two (in Gangtey and Bumthang) early next year, with the aim of
taking guests on a journey through the famously happy Buddhist kingdom’s most distinctive regions. Stays are designed to
be progressive – and typically around two weeks total – and are guided by the lodges’ Guest Experience Makers, or GEMs,
who craft custom activities and help arrange passenger transfers between properties. Here’s what the adventure looks like.

Punakha

Bumthang

Thimphu
Paro

Gangtey

A Lodge Suite at Six
Senses Thimphu and
(right) students
in Bumthang.

Six Senses Punakha looks
like one of the bridges that
span the agricultural terraces of the verdant valleys



in Bhutan’s rice-farming
region – and the sleek building cantilevers over a pool.
Trek through the forest to the
seventeenth-century Chorten
Ningpo, a Buddhist shrine associated with the unconventional monk Drukpa Kunley.
Overlooking a valley that’s
an annual stop on the migration route of the black-necked
crane, Six Senses Gangtey
resembles a stone bridge that’s
vaulting a stream in the middle of a meadow. Plant seeds,



plow fields, and learn about
traditional harvesting practices at a local farm, then take
a tranquil break in the spa’s
meditation room.
Head to the spiritual heart
of Bhutan – marked by lavish
monasteries and increasingly rugged terrain – at Six
Senses Bumthang, which
was carefully constructed in
a pine forest. (Pine trees grow
through the middle of an interior courtyard.) Dinner at the
lodge’s tree-house restaurant



highlights Bhutanese cuisine.
Fit for a finale, Six Senses
Paro is in Bhutan’s most famous
valley, home to the dramatic
mountainside monastery
known as Tiger’s Nest. Windows frame Himalayan views
from stone- and wood-clad
suites, and the spa’s treatment
rooms overlook fifteenthcentury fortress ruins.


Doubles from $1,500, including
breakfast daily and two complimentary 60-minute massages.

TIP
“Weaving is a core component of Bhutan’s culture, and any traditionally woven garment makes
a great souvenir. The National Textile Museum in Thimphu is a must-see – I brought home a beautiful
book on the country’s Thagzo textile weaves.”
– Kay Merrill, Virtuoso travel advisor, Larkspur, California
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(MAP) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Start at Six Senses Thimphu
in Bhutan’s capital, where a
stone foundation, horizontal
lines, and whitewashed walls
mimic the region’s dzongs (fortresses). Hike to local monasteries and return to meditate
at the prayer pavilion set amid
the lodge’s reflecting ponds,
which overlook a giant Buddha
statue across the valley.


The Dazzling Dozen
Clockwise from top
left: Tuna tartare at
Marea, Montage’s
lobby and pool area,
paddleboarding in
Santa Maria Bay,
and postbeach libations at Mezcal.

Dive Into Cabo

Doubles from $625, including breakfast daily and a
$100 resort credit. – Justin Paul

190

V I RT U O S O L I F E

LUIS GARCÍA

Santa Maria Bay sparkles with Imax intensity from
the sleek open-air lobby of the 122-room Montage
Los Cabos, which opened in May. It’s a scene you’ll
find yourself drawn to time and again, whether
from the resort’s two restaurants, three pools, or
any lounge chair or cabana. Mezcal takes a starring role here as well – in welcome drinks; blended
into essential oils for treatments in the peninsula’s largest spa; at bars, which serve 54 varieties;
and, most prominently, in Mezcal restaurant’s
nouveau-Mexican dishes, such as lobster ceviche,
Baja hamachi with smoked dashi and cracklings,
and tuna tostadas with dried chili ashes. Montage
designed its first resort outside the U.S. with a
minimalist feel befitting Baja’s breezy desert landscape. Travertine, copper and dark wood accents,
and woven wall hangings soften guest rooms,
which are set in low-slung blocks of four among
elephant cacti, desert rose, and other indigenous
plants on the 39-acre property. Inside, beds, sitting
areas, and expansive patios and terraces – nearly
every guest-room feature, save the outdoor showers – focus on the bay, which offers one of the few
safely swimmable beaches on the entire coastline
between Cabo San Lucas and San José del Cabo.
Best of all: Aside from the odd yacht or snorkeling
group, guests have it all to themselves.

Expect the Exceptional.
Cunard White Star Service – setting the standard.
®

Virtuoso Voyages available through 2019.
Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for a quote on a legendary Cunard voyage.
Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. © 2018 Cunard.
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Blissed Out in Vietnam
Expect plenty of peace and quiet at the 26-villa
Anantara Quy Nhon Villas, set to open in November. Overlooking a private South China Sea
cove in south-central Vietnam (between Hanoi
and Saigon), the resort is the first luxury property
in this largely untouristed area.
LAY OF THE LAND: The resort’s one- and two-

bedroom, butler-staffed villas each come with
their own pools and sundecks; at Bai Xep beach, a
bar adjoins an oceanfront pool. Shrouded by rain
forest on a cliff overlooking the sea, the spa sets a
harmonious tone with sunrise yoga, Vietnamese
martial arts lessons, guided meditation practices,
and indoor and outdoor spa treatments.
WHO’S CHECKING IN: Beach buffs meet wellness pilgrims here, the former drawn to some of
Southeast Asia’s most pristine coastline – a place
where golden beaches stretch uninterrupted
between small fishing villages. The holistic spa

will play host to a roster of visiting wellness practitioners, from yogis to aestheticians.
TASTE THE PLACE: Healthful options season the

culinary program, which features fresh-pressed
juices and raw veggie dishes made from indigenous produce. Guests can fish for their own
dinners alongside a local in a small wicker
coracle. Butlers will ferry trays of iced Vietnamese coffee and street-food bites to guests as
poolside pick-me-ups.
DAY TRIP: The Quy Nhon region is rich in Bud-

dhist pagodas and 1,000-year-old tower ruins
from the Cham civilization. Visit the Quy Nhon
town market to shop for handwoven beach bags,
purses, and baskets that resemble local fishing
boats in miniature.
Doubles from $560, including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

Seaside escape:
Anantara Quy Nhon’s
Hillside Pool Villa.
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ADVERTISEMENT

WELCOME TO

A region of incredible treasures and contrasts.
Located at the westernmost tip of France, with 1,700 miles of coastline,
Brittany’s heart beats in time with the tides. It is a land of nature and
spectacular scenery, where the air is filled with the scent of sea spray
and fragrant gardens, and is a haven for carefully protected biodiversity.
France's second-largest national heritage region, Brittany is proud
of its Celtic background, historic buildings, monuments, castles, and
towns full of character. Thanks to a mild ocean climate, it offers an
ideal place to recharge your batteries: Go hiking, cycling, golfing, or
simply relax as you wish.
The fine flavors of Brittany await, including seafood platters with
oysters and fish, sweet crêpes, and savory galettes. Breton chefs
renew the region’s classics by enhancing local products with spices,
exotic flavors, and a stroke of genius. Visit Brittany and experience the
true essence of an unforgettable destination.
www.brittanytourism.com

Photographs by Emmanuel Berthier

BRITTANY, FRANCE
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Clockwise from
left: The Bulgari
Spa, La Terrazza,
a guest room, and
The Lobby Lounge.

shanghai’s new jewel

Doubles from $567, including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.
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TIP
“The Bulgari Shanghai
is a true design hotel –
the attention to detail
is second to none. Don’t
miss the rooftop bar:
Easily overlooked, the
small elevator from
the top-floor restaurant whisks you away
to spectacular views
and chic cocktails. It’s
perfect for relaxing and
taking selfies.”
– Joshua Bush, Virtuoso
agency executive,
Villanova, Pennsylvania

SETH POWERS

A few months after the debut of its Beijing outpost, Bulgari has added another property to its Chinese
portfolio. The Bulgari Hotel Shanghai opened in June, framing some of the city’s best views from the
tallest building in the waterfront Bund district. Its 82 rooms, located on floors 40 through 48, bear the
polished marks of Milan-based design firm Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel: black-stained wood floors,
Italian furniture, and, in Roman-inspired suites, marble jetted tubs. (The tiny bottle of Bulgari perfume left at turndown is a fittingly lavish touch.) Head to Nanjing Road’s designer shops in one of the
hotel’s chauffeured Maserati house cars, or settle in at the 21,500-square-foot spa – there’s an indoor
pool, yoga and Pilates studios, and a Workshop Gymnasium, modeled after the brand’s popular London
location. Culinary choices honor Italy and Shanghai: Behold the 500-label wine list at banquette-ringed
Il Ristorante – Niko Romito, or venture next door to the 1916 building that once served as the city’s
chamber of commerce for chef Justin Tan’s Cantonese fine dining at Bao Li Xuan. Bartenders shake up
nightcaps at the rooftop Terrazza bar, where potted palms and breezy cabanas channel a bit of la dolce
vita in the middle of China’s biggest city.

Age-old tradition lies beneath this modern metropolis.
Be immersed in the grace of the old and new.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to plan your visit.

Aman Tokyo
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KEEP ’EM COMING
Eight more new or soon-to-open hotels we love.
Reconnect with
Nature in Utah
Here’s a solid ratio of humans
to wide-open spaces: Guests
of 46-room The Lodge at Blue
Sky, outside Park City, Utah,
will have access to 3,500 acres
of ranchland. Accommodations
at the Western-focused retreat,
opening next spring, include
rooms built into hillsides or on
stilts above wetlands. Get ready
to learn horsemanship, practice
aerial yoga, and try your hand at
fly-fishing. Doubles from $700,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.

With blond-wood walls and
white-curtained beds, the 43
minimalist suites at Silversands Grenada will play it cool
in the tropics. The sophisticated
resort, opening in November,
pivots around a 330-foot infinity
pool, and its Asian-influenced
restaurant draws on Grenada’s
reputation as the region’s “spice
island.” Doubles from $800, including an upgrade (if available)
at time of booking, breakfast
daily, and a $100 hotel credit.

High Style in Hong Kong

From top: Horseback
riding on The Lodge
at Blue Sky’s land,
Silversands Grenada,
and a digital rendering of Rosewood
Hong Kong.
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When it opens this winter, the
413-room Rosewood Hong
Kong will tower over the city’s
new Victoria Dockside arts
district – occupying 43 stories
in a Salisbury Road high-rise.
Eight restaurants and a holistic
spa are also in the works. Rates
to be announced, including
breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.

(HORSEBACK RIDING) THE LODGE AT BLUE SKY, AUBERGE RESORTS COLLECTION

The Caribbean’s
Hippest New Hideaway

A resort so exclusive,
it doesn't even have
an address.

Introducing Celebrity Edge, a revolutionary new ship designed to leave the
future behind. Featuring The Retreat, a private sanctuary with sun deck, pool
and pool bar, 24/7 lounge with dedicated concierge, and restaurant with unique
menus. All indulgent. All complimentary. All exclusive to Suite Class guests.
Where every detail takes living the high life to even greater heights.
Bookings now open. Availability limited.
To learn more, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

All images of Celebrity Edgesm are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice.
Celebrity Edge and Edge are trademarks of Celebrity Cruises. ©2018 Celebrity Cruises. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador.

The Dazzling Dozen

Clockwise from left: ShangriLa Al Husn Resort & Spa, Villa
La Coste, Bürgenstock Hotel
and Alpine Spa, Shinta Mani
Angkor, and Nopsi Hotel New
Orleans’ rooftop pool.

From Desert
to Sea in Oman

Modeled after an ancient Arabian castle, the Shangri-La Al
Husn Resort & Spa overlooks
the Bay of Al Jissah from a
clifftop perch. Tucked between
the mountains and the sea in
Muscat, the 180-room resort
keeps activity options varied,
from scuba diving and yacht excursions to desert adventures –
and there’s a L’Occitane spa for
guests to retreat to afterward.
Doubles from $298, including
a welcome amenity, breakfast
daily, daily afternoon tea and
predinner cocktails, and a
$100 resort credit.

A Sophisticated French
Countryside Retreat
Villa La Coste overlooks the
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biodynamic Provençal vineyards of the art-filled Château
La Coste winery, with 28 whitewashed, one- and two-bedroom
suites that feature marble soaking tubs and private terraces.
An on-site organic garden
supplies its locavore restaurant, helmed by renowned chef
Gérald Passedat. Doubles from
$1,117, including breakfast daily,
a winery tour, and one complimentary lunch or dinner for two.

All-Out Wellness
in Switzerland
From the shores of Lake Lucerne, guests take a restored
1888 funicular up 1,640 feet to
reach the dramatic Bürgenstock
Hotel and Alpine Spa. Upon
arrival, there’s little reason
to leave the 102-room forest-

and mountain-ringed modern
getaway, home to a sprawling 107,000-square-foot spa,
three pools, a nine-hole golf
course, and 43 miles of hiking
and biking trails. Doubles from
$654, including catamaran and
funicular transfers, breakfast
daily, and a $100 hotel credit.

A Stunner for the
Senses in Cambodia
Designer Bill Bensley distills
Khmer style into luxe retreats
at the ten-villa Shinta Mani
Angkor in Siem Reap, 15 minutes by tuk-tuk from Angkor
Wat. Each walled villa features
a garden, its own private pool
(scattered with lotus flowers on
request), and a rooftop deck,
where dedicated butlers will
arrange a bed under the stars

come sundown. Doubles from
$570, including round-trip
private airport transfers,
breakfast daily, and a $100
dining credit.

An Exciting New
Orleans Restoration
The city’s 1920s power and
transit bureau building is
now home to the Nopsi Hotel
New Orleans, and the space’s
reclaimed original terrazzo
floors and vaulted ceilings
are best ogled over Sazeracs
in the grand lobby bar. After
a dip in the rooftop pool and
a locally sourced dinner at
Public Service restaurant, plan
to power down in one of 217
refined rooms. Doubles from
$229, including breakfast daily
and a $100 hotel credit.

(VILLA LA COSTE) RICHARD HAUGHTON

ON THE
COVER

NEW TO V IRT UOSO: PRESTIGE AT THE PAL A ZZO

®

You may know The Venetian® and The Palazzo in Las Vegas for its Italian grandeur and spacious
all-suite accommodations. We invite you to experience the impressive Prestige at The Palazzo.
Found on the 23rd floor, Prestige features upscale amenities like a Prosecco check-in
and suites located on high floors, making your stay a supremely comfortable one.
•

Daily enhanced continental breakfast

•

Stunning views of Las Vegas

•

Afternoon coffees, teas, and
non-alcoholic beverages

•

Prestige Business Center with copying,
printing, and internet availability

•

Hot and cold appetizers every evening

•

•

Evening cocktail reception with
complimentary alcoholic beverages

Reserved Pool Chairs
(reservations required – limited availability)

•

Private concierge

Enjoy a complimentary upgrade to Prestige at The Palazzo
exclusively through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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New leadership, an upbeat outlook, and wildlife that’s virtually untouched
after years of seclusion have Zimbabwe ready to reclaim its mantle as one of Africa’s
most promising destinations. Go now to beat the rush.
BY AARON GULLEY PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEN JUDGE

Victoria Falls at high water, with the
Zimbabwean viewpoints in the foreground.
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8
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on the Zambezi River, steam rises like gauzy apparitions as the night’s cold air seeps
onto the water. Squadrons of Egyptian geese skim across the surface, and hippos
wheeze throaty grunts from the papyrus along the banks. I’m taking it all in from
the deck of a Treehouse Suite on Kandahar Island, seven miles upriver from Victoria Falls, the first stop on an eight-day safari through Zimbabwe. This chilly water
world, with temperatures hanging at 35 degrees that first morning, isn’t what most
people imagine when they think of an African safari. Then again, thanks to the country’s ruinous politics, it’s been years since many travelers, concerned over safety and
the idea that their money might be funding an autocratic regime, have thought of
Zimbabwe as a destination at all.
The country’s obscurity isn’t for lack of potential: Zimbabwe has 11 national parks, and though wildlife counts declined in the mid-2000s as economic woes increased, game numbers have risen steadily
since. Hwange National Park, the country’s largest game preserve, has healthy populations of wildlife,
including the “big five.” Elephants have thrived so successfully here that Zimbabwe is now home to nearly
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20 percent of the animals remaining on the continent. The country’s smaller parks are profuse with other
species, including a few with stable reserves of endangered rhinos and cheetahs. Crowning it all is Victoria Falls, one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World.
With a lineup like this, Zimbabwe should be a tourism powerhouse, but its history has been more crushing than the thunder of the Zambezi over the falls. Considered one of the shining lights of Africa at its
independence in 1980, the country had much of its potential stolen by corrupt leaders, first and foremost
Robert Mugabe. Having bankrupted his nation, “Uncle Bob” or “Mr. Robert,” as citizens know him, was
finally ousted last November after 37 years following a series of widespread protests and a bloodless military coup. The interim president has declared the country “open for business,” and, for the first time in
decades, there’s a feeling that the southern African nation could finally seize its promise.
“In the post-Mugabe era, Zimbabwe has become more desirable,” says Sherwin Banda, president of
African Travel Inc., which led our safari and operates others like it throughout Africa’s top destinations.
With almost two decades of experience in hospitality service on the continent, Banda, who hails from
Cape Town, says his company expects a surge of interest in Zimbabwe as its politics reshuffle. Because of
its complicated history, the country is more untouched by tourism than the rest of the safari world. “It’s a
place where you can experience Africa at its rawest and truest,” Banda says.
The popular falls might seem an unlikely start to a safari, but once the first fiery-orange spears of daylight pierce the fog, river life surfaces. From the front deck of my Victoria Falls River Lodge suite, I can
make out the zigzag of crocodile backs patrolling the shallows and hippo heads rising and falling from
the water like slow-moving whack-a-moles. An elephant mother and her calf poke through the green understory on the far shore for a drink. Downstream, a massive plume of spray from the falls rises into the

From left: Hippos on the
Zambezi River, sunset near
Victoria Falls, and safari
guide Leo Mutsvangwa with
kudu antlers in Hwange
National Park.
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“Heading to Victoria Falls between March
and August? Pack a raincoat and open-toed
shoes that can get wet: The falls are at their
peak, and the spray encompasses the walkways
and all visitors. Since morning game drives can
be cold, I always bring a balaclava and gloves
to keep the chill at bay.”

Hippos graze belbelowow the main dining area,
and, more than once, elephants whisk past
our tents en route to the river.
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brightening blue sky like smoke from a wildfire. The only thing louder than the cacophony of birdsong is
that falling water, a constant purr even at this distance. It sounds a little like the heart thrum of a country
coming back to life.
IN 1855, WHEN SCOTTISH MISSIONARY DAVID LIVINGSTONE, ONE OF THE EARLY AFRICA EXPLOR-

ers, first encountered Victoria Falls, he wrote, “No one can imagine the beauty of the view ... but scenes so
lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.” When I first saw the falls, at age 20, I probably
said, “Whoa!”
I visited Zimbabwe in 1994 on a Christmas vacation from our home in Nigeria, where I was born and
raised. Compared to West Africa, the country felt as orderly as England and as efficient as Switzerland.
Roads were well paved (though everyone drove on the wrong side), stores were stocked, hotels gleamed,
and everyone we met was well spoken. Mugabe was in power, but he’d yet to begin bleeding the country.
And Zimbabwe, which sparkled compared to much of the Africa I’d seen, came to symbolize in my mind
what the continent could be.
Victoria Falls, the first stop after the morning’s deck-front wildlife viewing, looks as if it hasn’t changed
in the ensuing two decades. At 16 viewpoints on the walking path along its western rim, thick, woolly caper bushes have been cut away to reveal the wall of water. Its power is shocking, especially up close. The
Zambezi is running at a ten-year high, which means 144 million gallons of water per minute make the 355foot plunge past me, and a good portion of that erupts back into the sky as a clamorous spray, giving the
falls its traditional name, Mosi-oa-Tunya, “the smoke that thunders.”
A Zimbabwean once told me that you haven’t really seen the falls if you wear a jacket or carry an umbrella, so at the closest viewing spots, I stand and soak in the experience – literally. It feels as if someone is
hurling bucket upon bucket of water over me. If there’s a single reason for tourists to return to Zimbabwe,
this is it: There’s wildlife all across Africa, but nowhere else also offers this kind of immersion.
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From left: A Treehouse
Suite at Victoria Falls River
Lodge and a tall drink of
Mana Pools water.

They likely fed in the morning and are now
as indolent as house cats, lazing on their backs
and yawning at us with eyes shut.
Except for my wife, photographer Jen Judge, and me and our guide, the path is virtually empty. Back at
the hotel that night, I ask Peter Dunning, the Zimbabwean manager who has worked in the industry for
more than 30 years, about the lack of visitors. He says that tourist numbers plummeted after 2008 over
concerns about economics and security. “But this country has never been unsafe for tourists,” he says.
“Never.” Dunning says he’s heartened that the new government is opening up and courting international
investment. “You live in this part of the world,” he concludes, “you have to be optimistic.”
IN AFRICA, WHERE DISTANCES ARE GREAT AND TARMAC IS OFTEN POOR, BUSH PLANES ARE LIKE

From left: Zebras,
Linkwasha Camp’s
airstrip, and lions of
lineage in Hwange
National Park.
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taxis. Zimbabwe’s main arteries are smooth enough for overland travel, but with a packed itinerary, we
hop a Cessna 206 for the hour-and-a-half flight from the falls to Hwange National Park, a mostly dry
savanna reserve about the size of Rhode Island and Connecticut combined.
Although Jen and I arrive in the late afternoon, and our driver, Leo Mutsvangwa, promises to take us to a
scenic spot for sundowners, he first wants to check a side road where lions have been spotted in recent days.
Within half an hour of landing, having passed roan antelope and kudu and Cape buffalo, we find the pride.
Actually, we damn near drive over the animals, which are stretched out in the two-track like speed bumps.
They likely fed in the morning and are now as indolent as house cats, lazing on their backs and yawning at
us with eyes shut. Leo says that the two males are the grandsons of Cecil, a claim that’s later corroborated.
Cecil the Lion, many wildlife enthusiasts will recall, was the alpha male who, in 2015, was lured from

See you on the other side.

Step beyond the arch and find a world where tourist becomes traveler.
Where every day becomes extraordinary.
And where laid-back luxury becomes a way of life, not just a promise.
–
For more inspiration about Los Cabos, visitloscabos.travel
or contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Hwange onto a private game reserve and trophy hunted by a Minnesota dentist. The incident became an
international sensation and a flash point for conservationists, so sitting five feet from his offspring feels
a little like hobnobbing with movie stars. In busier parks, half a dozen Land Rovers would roar up within
minutes of us radioing in the find, yet we have the lions to ourselves for 30 minutes. Even Leo fumbles out
his phone for some footage of the arm’s-distance beasts. It’s not until we leave the pride at dusk that I realize I never got that cocktail. Sundowners, I guess, are for drivers who strike out.
Our two days at Linkwasha Camp unfold in a flurry of similar close encounters – 500 Cape buffalo at
the house watering hole at dawn; crossing tracks with rare brown hyenas, twice – but it’s the guides who
really impress. With a toothy grin and the charisma of Jim Carrey, Lovemore Nowakhe, who guides us for
most of our stay at Hwange, knows more about his country than Google. No matter the question, Lovemore has an answer: a typical elephant tusk weighs 50 to 75 pounds; the gestation period for hippos is
eight months; that soft trilling we hear, like a cassette tape on rewind, is the call of a pied kingfisher, not
the giant variety.
It’s seemingly harder to become a guide in Zimbabwe than a doctor or lawyer in many countries. The
certification – the strictest on the continent – involves two years of coursework and a series of practical
exams that can cost some $10,000 and take five to ten years to complete. Any working guide is a veritable
PhD in the bush. And it’s not only credentials, but attitude. “I love my job,” Lovemore, the last of 23 siblings, who got his name after his 80-year-old father cheated on his third wife to conceive him, says half a
dozen times each day. Such knowledge and enthusiasm, which I witness in almost everyone I meet here,
set Zimbabwe apart from some of my prior safari experiences. “The politics threatened even our jobs in
the park,” he tells me. “So every day working is another great day in Africa.”
TWO BUMPY CESSNA HOPS CARRY US TO OUR FINAL DESTINATION, MANA POOLS, WHERE THE

packed-dirt landing strip is as crenellated as elephant hide. Clinging to Zimbabwe’s northernmost stretch
of the Zambezi River, this national park, which is closed during the rainy season because of flooding and
mud, is less than half the size of Hwange and has much smaller animal stocks. Yet the lush, green croton
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Cape buffalo at Linkwasha’s
watering hole.

Sun, sand and an
engineering marvel
Embark on a journey encompassing two
oceans, two continents, tropical rainforests,
sun-kissed Caribbean islands, and
one legendary engineering marvel.
On a Holland America Line Panama Canal
cruise, enjoy the comforts of a well-appointed
ship and authentic encounters in fascinating
lands. Cross the Panama Canal as an
onboard expert narrates the Canal’s
incredible history, ingenious design and
profound effect on the world.

15-Day Panama Canal
San Diego, CA to Fort Lauderdale, FL
Volendam
OCEAN-VIEW FARES FROM

March 4, 2019

2,099

$

Taxes, fees and port expenses are an additional $440
Virtuoso Exclusive: $75 onboard spending money per stateroom

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor Today

Terms & Conditions: Fares are based on Promo LG. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings
amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional at $440. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite
descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to travel professional or the appropriate Holland America Line brochure.
Offers have limited space, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

From left: Sundowners are
a safari tradition in the
field, Linkwasha’s bar and
lounge, and local beadwork
at Little Ruckomechi Camp
in Mana Pools.
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trees along the riverbanks beckon the animals and make spotting game here almost more reliable than in
Hwange. At Little Ruckomechi Camp, which opens onto the water, hippos graze below the main dining
area, and, more than once, elephants whisk past our tents en route to the river.
Over the course of our stay, we canoe down the Zambezi, slaloming between rafts of hippos in the water
and scrums of elephants on land, and take a walking safari, where we get within 70 yards of two lions. We
spot leopards and lions almost every time we go out. But my favorite activity is the night drives, when our
guide, Engilbert Ndhlovu, flashes a red light into the black wilderness in search of eyes. It’s flabbergasting how good he is at driving and spotting at once, and we see almost more wildlife after dark than in the
daylight: catlike animals called genets, with stunning spotted coats, and their larger counterparts, civets;
fist-size primates with bat ears called bush babies; porcupines; more leopards; and even a pair of honey
badgers. The breadth of wildlife and geography highlights Zimbabwe’s diversity.
One night, as we’re bouncing down a dark track, I ask Engilbert what he thinks of the current state of
the country. Taciturn and intent on his work, he’s reluctant to talk politics, but he allows this: “All that the
people want is some basic industry coming back to the country. We need some jobs, and we need some
money.” I ask him if he thinks the new government will bring those changes. “It’s difficult to know,” he
says. “But I hope so.”
I hope so too. The country is still flush with potential, and somehow, miraculously, its past hasn’t
robbed it of hope. Livingstone famously said, “I am prepared to go anywhere, provided it be forward.” If
all goes well, Zimbabwe might finally be ready to follow suit.
Before I can press him further, Engilbert kills the engine, dangling his red light to the side as he strains
to listen. Far off, the gruff paroxysms of barking baboons echo through the canopy. The animals only
sound that alert when predators are near, Engilbert says. Maybe lions or a leopard. He fires the engine,
and the truck clambers into the night, our light pulling the golden eyes of impalas and bushbuck from the
slender black silhouettes of leadwood trees. Like the country’s future, there’s plenty out there looming.
The question is what will materialize from the obscurity.

GO
ACTIVE
Immerse yourself in the life
of a place while traveling under your own
power and at your own pace. You’ll travel
in style and in great company with our
expert Trip Leaders—with van support
when and where you need it. At day’s
end, indulge in the region’s best lodging
and cuisine.

Biking | Multi-Adventure | Walking & Hiking | Family
Active Culinary Adventures | Active Ocean & River Cruises | Private & Custom Trips

WE ARE YOUR ACTIVE TRAVEL EXPERTS
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for details & reservations.

GO WILD
Hotels and safaris to discover the best of Zimbabwe.

STAY Originally consisting of 13 glamping-style tents with en
suite bathrooms and waterfront decks on the Zimbabwe
shore of the Zambezi, Victoria Falls River Lodge last year
added five Treehouse Suites just upstream on Kandahar
Island. With glass walls fronting the river, large bathrooms
with soaking tubs, and decks as big as the rooms, the
stilted units connect to the main lodge via elevated walkways that hippos and elephants freely wander beneath.
Doubles from $595 (Treehouse Suites from $880), including breakfast daily and a $160 spa credit.
Built in 1904 as accommodation for workers on the Capeto-Cairo Railway, the palatial 161-room Victoria Falls Hotel
overlooks the Second Gorge and the bridge connecting
Zimbabwe to Zambia. Turn-of-the-century antiques fill the
hotel, including four-poster beds and leather travel-trunk
desks in the rooms, making it a place for history buffs and
connoisseurs, but still sophisticated by today’s standards.
Doubles from $455, including breakfast daily and one-way
airport transfers.
The 173-room Royal Livingstone Hotel by Anantara brings
colonial grandeur to the eastern, Zambian side of the falls.
Rooms are decorated in Victorian style and open onto quiet
verandas, where guests can watch zebras, warthogs, and

elephants occasionally wander past. Doubles from $755,
including breakfast daily and water-taxi transfers from
the airport.

GO African Travel Inc.’s ten-day Zimbabwe safari takes in
the country’s trio of top destinations, with river cruising
and hiking at Victoria Falls, profuse herds of elephants and
Cape buffalo at Hwange National Park, and hippos and
canoe trips on the Zambezi at Mana Pools National Park.
Departures: Any day through 2018; from $8,995.
Cox & Kings’ 11-day adventure also visits Zimbabwe’s big
three spots and adds two nights at Matusadona National
Park, home to water-adapted elephants that frequently
swim and frolic on the banks of the Zambezi. Departures:
Any day through 2018; from $8,725.
The compact nine-day safari offered by Kensington Tours
packs in Zimbabwe’s waterfalls and wildlife, with less travel
time. The journey starts at Victoria Falls, makes a quick hop
to Hwange, and then beelines eastward to the less-visited
Matobo National Park, where granite-domed hills hide both
endangered black and white rhinos. Travelers can also opt
to visit a Matebele village for insight into traditional life.
Departures: Any day through 2018; from $5,382.

From left: The bridge connecting Zimbabwe and Zambia at Victoria Falls,
a lilac-breasted roller in Hwange National Park, and the Victoria Falls Hotel.
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Stay Exquisite
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in Puerto Rico and Punta Mita. Escape to a never ending paradise and enjoy a complimentary night
with Sunsational Savings, giving you more time to relax.
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GOING HOME
An Icelandic photographer revisits an off-the-beaten-path corner
of her native country.
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DíS

Old-school insulation: Historic turf
houses in Laufás, north of Akureyri.
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orthern Iceland is dear to my heart. I have roots in Reykjadalur (between Akureyri and Mývatn),
where my great-grandfather Jörger was
born. As a kid, I spent a few summers at my
aunt’s farm, close to Lake Mývatn. It was a
great time for me as a city child: to be free
in nature, interact with animals, and run
around the outdoors. I recently returned
to the area and spent time photographing
in and around Eyjafjörður fjord, along the
northern portion of the country’s famous Ring Road.
Visiting this part of Iceland is worth the five-hour
drive from Reykjavík. (You can also fly from the city
directly to Akureyri, known as the “Capital of the North.”)
Most visitors don’t travel that far north, so there are
fewer tourists there.
Driving the Tröllaskagi (Troll Peninsula) between the
fjords of Skagafjörður and Eyjafjörður is a great day activity. There are steep cliffs and high mountains – some of
which have snow at the top, even in summer – and few
people on the road. Start your morning with a little dip at
Hofsós thermal swimming pool to enjoy the breathtaking
views over Skagafjörður. Drive up to Siglufjörður, a fish-
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ing village, and have lunch at Hannes Boy restaurant in a
yellow house along the harbor. Then head down Eyjafjörður, through mountain tunnels and villages, and stop
at Bruggsmiðjan Brewery for an early dinner or to take a
beer bath at Bjórböðin Spa.
I visited Siglufjörður twice. The first time, in the early
evening, I saw not a single person while walking through
the town. The second time, I came through during the
day, and it was packed with people, the sun was shining,
and families and friends were there to take part in the
five-day Folk Music Festival. In Iceland, the mood comes
with the weather, which can be extremely unpredictable
all year round. When the sun comes out, people do too.
Farther northeast, don’t miss Lake Mývatn, the Krafla
crater, and the Dimmuborgir lava fields. The best place
to stop for food is Vogafjós Cowshed Café, which offers
homemade local treats, such as smoked trout, mozzarella, and their own Geysir rye bread, baked in the ground
using geothermal heat. If you go in the winter, you have
to use the short daylight hours wisely. I would definitely
recommend visiting the Mývatn Nature Baths – nothing
compares to sitting in the hot geothermal water with
your hair and eyebrows frozen.

Fire, ice, and pancakes,
clockwise from top left:
The Icelandic Emigration
Center in Hofsós, home
of the country’s only flag
factory; Héðinsfjörður,
a fjord, near the village
of Siglufjörður; Gréttislaug, a hot spring pool
in Skagafjörður; on the
road between Húsavík
village and Lake Mývatn;
and a traditional Icelandic
pancake filled with cream
and rhubarb jam at Sólvík
Restaurant in Hofsós.
Opposite: Krafla caldera.
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Clockwise from top left: Kirkja (church), a cave shaped by lava flows at Dimmuborgir, east of Lake Mývatn; Icelandic horses; Hannes Boy restaurant in
Siglufjörður; and roaring Dettifoss, the largest of several waterfalls in Jökulsárgljúfur, Vatnajökull National Park’s northernmost area.
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GREECE: Land of Legends

Peloponnese, Epidaurus ©GNTO/K. Vergas

Peloponnese, Monemvasia ©GNTO/EFili

According to myths, the celebrated Peloponnese, the heart of
ancient Greece, is where gods once walked the earth, and where
Hercules slew the Nemean lion. The Argonauts set sail from
these fabled shores in search of the Golden Fleece, and this is
where Paris of Troy eloped with Helen, Queen of Sparta, igniting
the Trojan War.
Layered in history and connected to mainland Greece by the
spectacular Rio–Antirrio Bridge, a modern marvel spanning the
Gulf of Corinth, the renowned archaeological sites crowning this
enchanting peninsula are waiting to be explored: Olympia, home
to the first Olympic Games; the sanctuary of Asklepios, god of
medicine, at Epidaurus; the Temple of Apollo Epicurius; the ruins
of Mycenae and Tiryns in the north, and of Mystras in the south
– UNESCO World Heritage sites all.
Land of classical temples, Mycenaean palaces, Byzantine cities,
and Venetian fortresses, the Peloponnese is a rich tapestry of
mountains and forests, rivers and caves, Kalamata olives and citrus
trees – all surrounded by the sea and beautiful beaches. Discover
the Mani Peninsula to the south, its varied scenery ranging from
the snow-tipped Taygetos mountains to pristine coastal coves,
and the romantic city of Nafplio, with its picturesque Bourtzi
fortress on the rocky islet of Agioi Theodoroi.

Peloponnese, Messina, Voidokoilia ©GNTO/P. Matsoyaka

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor to plan your
trip to Greece.

A solitary abode
outside the
seaside town
of Dalvík.

Ring Road Rules
Icelanders take these tenets seriously;
travelers should too.

Eyjafjörður
Siglufjörður

Skagafjörður
Húsavík


 Rent a good vehicle – preferably with four-

Hofsós

wheel drive – and drive carefully. Sheep roam
freely in the summer, and they tend to stay close
to the roads. Never, ever stop on the Ring Road (it
can lead to collisions) and never drive off-road – it
damages fragile vegetation.

 Respect the country and leave nothing behind but footprints. – Nanna Dís
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Lake
Mývatn

ICELAND
Ring Road

road.is website instead.

ming pools (it’s mandatory).

Dalvik

Akureyri
Tröllaskagi

 Don’t trust Google Maps for Iceland – use the
 Be prepared to shower naked at public swim-

Jökulsárgljúfur/
Vatnajökull
National Park
 Krafla




Reykjavík


Barranquilla

WOW

THE
OF COLOMBIA,
LAND OF SABROSURA
Colombia’s world record diversity in nature has captivated the attention of wildlife lovers. Its cultural wealth inherited by a legacy
of 87 millenarian indigenous communities blended with the African and Spanish influences of the colonial times translates into the
fascinating expressions of architecture, gastronomy, arts and MUSIC.
It is not a secret that music is a powerful force capable to communicate at different levels. It has the capacity to enhance any
experience turning it into a personal journey that connected to travel becomes the perfect companion extending in time to
experience a destination before, during and after.
If you thought that being the number 1 country worldwide in bird species or orchids was spectacular, try enjoying more than
1,000 rhythms that Colombia holds throughout its 5 regions and expose yourself to how the county looks, tastes and sounds like,
all year long:
JANUARY
•
•
•
•

APRIL

THE MANIZALES FAIR
B L A C K S A N D W H I T E S C A R N I VA L
C A R TA G E N A C L A S S I C M U S I C F E S T I VA L
H AY F E S T I VA L

•

F E S T I VA L

FEBRUARY
THE

BARRANQUILLA

C A R N I VA L

•
•

DETAILS

LEGEND

THE FLOWERS FAIR
P E T R O N I O A LVA R E Z

ABOUT

THE

F E S T I VA L S

WORLD

VISIT

SALSA

•

MOMPOX

JAZZ

F E S T I VA L

DECEMBER

MUSIC

F E S T I VA L

• J AZ Z AT THE PARK (BO G O TA), BARRANQ UI J AZZ
( B AR R ANQ UI LLA), PASTO J AZZ (PASTO ), AJ AZZG O (CALI ),
M E DE J AZZ (MED ELLI N)
•

MORE

VA L L E N AT O

SEPTEMBER

I N T E R N AT I O N A L F I L M F E S T I VA L
STEREO PICNIC BOGOTA
I B E R O A M E R I C A N T H E AT E R F E S T I VA L

FOR

THE

AUGUST

MARCH
•
•
•

OF

OCTOBER

F E S T I VA L

COLOMBIA.TRAVEL

VISIT

LAND OF

SABR OSUR A

• CALI FAIR
• CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN DECEMBER VISITING
M E D E L L I N , C A L I , C A R TA G E N A A N D B O G O TA

Clockwise from top
left: Húsavíkurkirkja,
a church in Húsavík;
handmade eiderdown
comforters for sale at
a local market; and the
landscape between
Hofsós and Siglufjörður.
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Faroe Islanders
sing harborside
at Siglufjörður’s
annual Folk
Music Festival.

Fire and Ice
Find your Icelandic adventure.

Feel the thunder of Goðafoss
waterfall’s 98-foot-wide cascade
and cruise past cliffs filled with
seabirds on an 11-day Lindblad
Expeditions circumnavigation
of Iceland aboard the 148passenger National Geographic
Explorer. Sailing round-trip
from Reykjavík, see Hverarönd’s
bubbling-hot mud pools or get
personal with sapphire icebergs
in Djúpivogur and Iceland’s
smallest timber church on Heimaey Island. Departures: July
15 and 24, and August 2 and 11,
2019; from $10,290.
Sail to an island of trolls and
Vikings with International
Expeditions. During the nine-day
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round-trip voyage from Reykjavík, spot humpbacks in Iceland’s
whale-watching capital, Húsavík,
or sip Icelandic schnapps in
Skjálfandi Bay. Departure: May
31, 2019; from $6,149.
Tread where Game of Thrones’
Jon Snow walked in Thingvellir
National Park as you trace the
Golden Circle route during the
off-season in search of local
spas and the northern lights. On
a seven-day, self-guided winter
tour, 50 Degrees North leads
travelers up the Sólheimajökull
ice field and to Lake Mývatn to
unwind in a geothermal bath.
Departures: Any day, January
1 through April 15, 2019; from

$3,582, including accommodations, breakfast daily, flights to
and from Akureyri, and some
guiding and activities.
Travel advisors can customize a
private exploration of Iceland with
Virtuoso on-site tour connection
Iceland Encounter. On an eightday tour, for example, travelers
spy the rainbow over Europe’s
most powerful waterfall, Dettifoss;
spot gyrfalcons and merlins on
rocky cliffs; and hop a 25-minute
flight to the tiny island of Grimsey,
the only area in Iceland bisected
by the Arctic Circle. Departures:
Any day, June 1 through August
31, 2019; from $20,000 for two,
including accommodations,

breakfast daily, and a guide and
four-wheel-drive vehicle.
Another Virtuoso on-site tour
connection, Luxury Beyond Iceland, works with travel advisors
to curate dream Iceland trips. One
example: a six-day independent
tour that takes in the Krafla volcanic area, blue-green Askja caldera,
and more. After riding Icelandic
horses in the countryside, travelers return to the town of Akureyri
for a guided tour of Iceland’s first
microbrewery. Departures: Any
day; from $7,000 for two, including accommodations, vehicle,
and a three-hour whale-watching
tour in Akureyri.
– Colby Lamson-Gordon

MEMORABLE GETAWAYS that

WOW the Senses

ENJOY TROPICAL LUXURY ON THE WORLD’S BEST BEACHES

Grand Wailea
1
from $1208

Montage Los Cabos
2
from $1675

The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba
2
from $2903

Terrace View King.
Includes reduced rate
PLUS Kids 17 & younger stay FREE!

Coastal View King.
Includes 4th night FREE, welcome
amenity, non-motorized sports and more.
Virtuoso Amenities3: Complimentary
room upgrade, daily breakfast, $100 resort
credit, one-way airport transfer, early/late
check-out and FREE Wi-Fi.

Club Coastal View Queen.
Includes personal concierge, EXCLUSIVE
Club Lounge access, welcome drink,
non-motorized watersports and more,
PLUS Kids 11 & younger stay FREE!
Virtuoso Amenities3: Complimentary
room upgrade, daily buffet breakfast and
$100 resort credit.

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nights’ accommodation, taxes and more.
Ask about complete vacation packages with convenient flights, exciting activities and more!

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!
1

Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 12/3/18, in room categories shown. Requires full payment at time of booking and is 100% non-refundable if canceled.
Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 12/3/18, in room categories shown.
Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Inclusions are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may apply for certain amenities.
Please ask for details.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily
resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies
subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-flight notification
deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10.
Copyright©2018 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
2
3

Where luxury
is a virtue
Wherever your travels take you,
elevate the experience with our bespoke
collection of IHG® hotels and resorts
around the world. From the heart of
dynamic cities to idyllic tropical beaches,
an out of this world welcome awaits.
Receive your exclusive Virtuoso amenities at our
collection of luxurious InterContinental® Hotels
& Resorts and discover our newest addition to
the Virtuoso Hotel Program:
Kimpton Seafire Resort + Spa

Explore our InterContinental Hotels
& Resorts portfolio:
Amstel Amsterdam | Buckhead Atlanta | Bora Bora
Resort Thalasso Spa | Bordeaux - Le Grand Hotel |
Carlton Cannes | Presidente Cozumel Resort Spa |
Danang Sun Peninsula Resort | Davos | Estoril |
Fiji Golf Resort & Spa | Hong Kong | London Park
Lane | Los Angeles Century City | Madrid | Malta |
Marseille - Hotel Dieu | Moorea Resort & Spa |
New York Barclay | Paris - Le Grand | Porto Palacio das Cardosas | Sydney | Sydney Double
Bay | David Tel Aviv | The Brando | The Willard
Washington D.C.

For reservations, please contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Kimpton Seafire Resort + Spa

Ireland’s renovated
Adare Manor claims
Hotel of the Year honors.

The Best OF the Best
Virtuoso travel advisors voted on the top wellness program,
dining experience, newcomer, and more in our 12th annual hotel awards.

By KIMBERLEY LOVATO
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8
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Sitting pretty: Adare
Manor’s Lady Caroline Suite
and its river views.

HOTEL OF THE YEAR
Adare Manor, limerick, ireLAnd

S

et on 840 acres along the River Maigue, the
storied castle hotel reopened last fall
after an 18-month closure for renovations that left not a nook or cranny
untouched. “Inside and out, Adare Manor
has maintained her regal self and gracefully
moved into the present,” says Julie Smothers, a Virtuoso travel advisor from Montgomery, Alabama. Among the highlights: a
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new 42-bedroom wing, built with local limestone to mirror the original manor house,
bringing the room count to 104; an expansive
new ballroom, complete with a gold-leaf ceiling and river views; and The Carriage House,
which debuted in May with a cocktail bar,
all-weather terrace, and restaurant serving salt-crusted sea bass, dry-aged beef, and
Irish classics in an art-deco-inspired setting.

In The Oak Room, new head chef Michael
Tweedie – who, at just 30, has worked in
some of England’s and Ireland’s finest kitchens – brings a welcome verve to the castle’s
fine-dining restaurant. Tee up Tom Fazio’s
redesign of the estate’s 18-hole golf course
and you’ve got a hotel at the top of its game.
Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and
afternoon tea for two once during stay.

The Best OF the Best

Best Achievement in Design
The Silo Hotel, Cape Town, South Africa

T

he wow factor starts at the hotel’s facade,
where rows of multifaceted windows
bow outward like jewels in concrete
settings. Industrial designer Thomas
Heatherwick of London’s Heatherwick Studio masterminded the transformation of
this former grain silo building into an eye-

Clockwise from left: The Silo
Hotel, its Granary Café,
and a Deluxe Superior Suite.
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catching, 28-room hotel, occupying six floors
above the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary
Art Africa. Inside, guests discover whimsy,
glamour, and relaxed elegance through jewel
tones, eclectic furnishings, and industrialchic decor. A well-planned mismatch of
patterns and prints assembled by interior

designer and Royal Portfolio founder Liz
Biden elevates this architectural curiosity
to what Manhattan-based Virtuoso agency
executive Valerie Wilson aptly describes as
“one of the sexiest contemporary buildings in
the world.” Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a 50-minute massage for two guests.

The Best OF the Best

Best
Dining
ExpeRIence
The Restaurant at Meadowood,
Meadowood Napa Valley,
Saint Helena, California

I

t might have an ordinary name, but The Restaurant at 250-acre Meadowood Napa Valley
is anything but average, thanks to chef
Christopher Kostow and his threeMichelin-star team. A table at the hillside
establishment is a sought-after destination
for culinary pilgrims, who come for Kostow’s ever-changing eight- to ten-course
tasting menu (20-plus for the Chef’s Counter tasting menu), which he often dreams up
the night before. It’s as much of a love letter
to cooking as it is to California’s bounty,
revealed through the prose of fresh produce, herbs, and flowers plucked from the
85-room hotel’s three-acre garden, alongside locally sourced meat, fish, and game in
a firelit dining room with redwood walls.
Virtuoso travelers receive a $50 breakfast
credit daily, a $100 spa credit, and a box of
Napa Valley Chocolates.
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The Restaurant’s beans-and-caviar
course and (above) foyer.

the most exclusive address at sea
T H E M O S T I N C L U S I V E LU X U RY E X P E R I E N C E T M

Behind the doors of the Regent Suite aboard Seven Seas Explorer® is an impeccably designed
palace that is enveloped in an immaculate view of the horizon — the same one as your ship’s captain.
Unwind in your private Jacuzzi with a glass of Veuve Clicquot, delight in body treatments in your
personal in-suite Canyon Ranch® spa and stretch out in your hand-crafted Savoir bed.
When you do feel inclined to explore ashore, a private car and guide await you in port.

Virtuoso Voyages Benefits on a wide array of voyages:
ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Ship's Registry: Marshall Islands. © 2018 Regent Seven Seas Cruises.

The Best OF the Best

Clockwise from left:
The Flower Power cocktail, bar manager Maurizio
Palermo, and The Donovan's
sophisticated new look.

Best Bar
The Donovan Bar, Brown’s Hotel, a Rocco Forte Hotel, London

T

ucked inside London’s oldest hotel,
the intimate Donovan was recently
glammed up with a pleasing palette of
gold, pale blue, white, and British racing green. “It’s a great mix of contemporary
and traditional English,” says Atlanta-based
Virtuoso advisor Miriam Geiser (the space
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also displays black-and-white images by
celebrated fashion photographer Terence
Donovan, the bar’s namesake). The renovation added a side-street entrance separate from the 115-room hotel and doubled
the bar seats from four to eight. Belly up to
Salvatore Calabrese’s renowned cocktails;

among his tasty tricks are classics such
as the negroni and Salvatore’s martini,
as well as only-at-The Donovan originals,
such as the Humadorita, a cocktail based
on tamarind-infused Cenote tequila. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.

The Cove at Atlantis

Discover

THE WORLD

Whichever destination you choose, as a Virtuoso guest you are guaranteed an unforgettable luxury travel experience.
Plus, there’s still time left to enjoy Exclusive Virtuoso Amenities at select hotels for 2018 travel.
Flawless beaches and sparkling cobalt waters of the Dominican Republic are nature’s gift to visitors on vacation. Casa de Campo in La Romana
offers a room upgrade on arrival, $200 spa services credit, daily full American breakfast for two and early check-in/late check-out.
Exotic Bora Bora in French Polynesia, an idyllic getaway from the stresses of the modern world with palm-fringed beaches
and striking coral reefs. Let InterContinental Bora Bora Resort & Thalasso Spa welcome you with daily American breakfast,
a three-course dinner for two once during stay and a room upgrade on arrival.
In the Bahamas, Paradise Island’s world-class resorts line vibrant beaches teeming with evening activities.
The Cove at Atlantis will keep you wrapped in Bahamian warmth with daily Continental breakfast for two, room upgrade
on arrival, $100 food & beverage credit and early check-in/late check-out.
Extraordinary natural beauty, fascinating culture, rich history and endless activities, are just a few reasons to say Aloha to a dream
Hawaii getaway. Book a stay at Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort and receive daily breakfast for two and early check-in/late check-out.

Casa de Campo

InterContinental Bora Bora Resort & Thalasso Spa

Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE GREAT OFFERS!
Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Most amenities valid for travel through 12/31/18. Blackout dates may apply. Amenities are subject to availability and vary by resort. Amenities not applicable in all room
categories. Room upgrades are subject to availability upon check-in and are not applicable in all room categories – call for details. Spa services credit and food & beverage credits are per room, per stay. Early
check-in/late check-out is subject to availability. Gratuities are not included on daily breakfast. Additional restrictions and exclusions may apply. Information is accurate at time of publication and is subject to
change. Not responsible for errors or omissions in the publications of this ad. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, Washington UBI #602 425 801. LF20446-18_VK_7.9.18

The Best OF the Best

The Crillon’s
Marie-Antoinette Suite.

Best ViRTuoso Newcomer
Hôtel de Crillon, a Rosewood Hotel, Paris

A

s iconic as the city itself, the 124-room
Hôtel de Crillon reopened last year after a $300 million renovation – modernized and redecorated, but with all
the gilded Frenchness of a landmark originally commissioned by Louis XV. One of
the newest additions to Virtuoso’s Parisian
portfolio, it features notable suites such as
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two Karl Lagerfeld-designed Grands Appartements, which can be combined as one
three-bedroom suite, complete with an
original marble sink from the Palace of Versailles and a high-tech bookcase that reveals
a secret dressing room with the push of a
button. Marie-Antoinette’s namesake room
has a 400-square-foot terrace overlooking

the Place de la Concorde (ironically, where
the young queen met her demise in 1793).
Take a dip in the new subterranean swimming pool, bedecked in gold tiles, and linger
in the inviting lobby, where a new cocktail
lounge allows visitors to sip and peoplewatch with ease. Virtuoso travelers receive
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

The Best OF the Best

Best Family Program
The Ranch at Rock Creek, Philipsburg, Montana

N

o one, young or old, roughs it at the
6,600-acre, all-inclusive Ranch at
Rock Creek. For smaller cowpokes,
the 29-room working cattle ranch’s
Little Grizzlies Kids Club provides guests
ages 4 through 12 with a taste of the Wild

West through wildlife viewing, treasure
hunts, chaperoned pony rides, and more.
Teens and their adult family members
can practice their fly-fishing skills in
mountain streams with a trained guide,
take workshops with professional nature

photographers, and tackle adventures on
miles of biking, hiking, and horse-riding
trails, before mingling with wranglers at
the weekly summer rodeo. Virtuoso travelers receive a bottle of wine on arrival and a
$100 ranch credit.

Horseplay encouraged:
Dude-ranch fun in Montana.
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discover europe
with Princess
®

baltic heritage
14-day | roundtrip Southampton
Sapphire Princess® Jun 1, 2019
mini-suite
fares from

4,999

*

$

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of $215 are additional.

grand western mediterranean
11-day | Barcelona to Rome
Emerald Princess® Oct 13, 2019
mini-suite
fares from

3,499

$

*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of $120 are additional.

receive up to $75 onboard spending money^
and chocolate covered strawberries
PLUS
3rd and 4ths receive Virtuoso Exclusive of Soda and More
Package † when booking a mini-suite and above

Don’t miss Princess’ 3 For FREE sale for added value
Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor Today
*$4999 fare is based on category MD on Sapphire Princess® sailing 6/1/19, $3499 fare is based on category MD on Emerald Princess® sailing 10/13/19 on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based
on double occupancy and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including
onboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Please refer to your travel agent for
terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Offer may combine with other offers such as group onboard credits, limited time offers and Military benefits. ^Up to Up to $75 Onboard Spending Money per stateroom. Offer is applicable to first/second-berth
guests only. Third/fourth-berth guests are not eligible. Onboard spending money may be used on a single voyage only, is not redeemable for cash, cannot be used in the casino and expires at the end of that voyage. Offer is not transferable and may not be combinable with
other select offers or other onboard credits. Onboard spending money is quoted in U.S. dollars and is based on the ship’s onboard currency. Void where prohibited by law. Four fresh strawberries dipped in both white and dark chocolate per stateroom. Subject to availability
and may be substituted for an item of equal or greater value at the ship’s discretion.†Free Unlimited Soda & More Package is applicable to select September 2018 - December 2019 voyages only, is valid for bookings made through Virtuoso affiliated agencies only and applies
to the 3 & 4 guests booked in a mini-suite or suite stateroom. The Unlimited Soda & More Package includes tumbler with straw, fountain soda by the glass, hot chocolate, fruit juices and mocktails, with pre-paid 15% gratuity included for these items. The Unlimited Soda &
More Package does not include souvenir items (other than the tumbler), canned soda, room service, vending machine or mini-bar items. The package may be used on a single voyage only, is not redeemable for cash at any point during the cruise and expires at the end of
that voyage. Offer is not transferable, is not combinable with other select offers or other onboard credits and does not follow guests who change promotions prior to cruising. In the event that a guest does not want the Unlimited Soda & More Package, no substitutions will
be offered. Offer is combinable with Cruise Sales, Standard Groups (including amenities and counts toward TCs) and Captain Circle Savings. Offer is not combinable with Casino Discounts, Recipient-Only, Air Promotions, Flash, Interline, Travel Agent and Friends and Family
rates. This offer is not combinable with Princess Saver Fares. This promotion is not applicable to incentive groups. The promotion will be subject to capacity control and is not transferable. This offer is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico,
Bermuda and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older. Guests may book through their preferred Travel Consultant. Princess Cruises may modify, amend or update the terms and conditions of the Unlimited Soda & More Package at any time with or without
notice to guests. The terms and conditions as published on princess.com on the date of sailing will apply. ©2018 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.
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Sustainable
TouRIsm
Leadership
Six Senses Douro Valley,
Portugal

L

ocated on 19 acres in Portugal’s Douro
Valley, a wine lover’s mosaic of historic vineyards and villages, this Six
Senses celebrates the traditional architecture and lifestyle of the region’s quintas,
centuries-old family estates. Guests arrive
to a restored nineteenth-century manor
house overlooking the Douro River, a section of which the resort has adopted, cleaning the riverbank, monitoring water quality,
and protecting nearby woodlands. “We
believe that a great vacation can go hand
in hand with caring about the planet,” says
general manager Nick Yarnell. The 57-room
property eliminated the use of plastic
water bottles on-site and pours proceeds
from its own purified bottled water into
local community projects. An organic garden and partnerships with nearby farmers mean fresh, local ingredients appear
daily on the menu. Activities range from
guided hikes paired with winetastings to
a treasure hunt that reveals the property’s
history, among other options for experiencing the Douro’s cultural and natural
draws. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 resort credit.
– Costas Christ, global strategist, sustainability
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Future-focused: Six Senses
Douro Valley’s estate and
(above) organic garden.

©Jens Wegener, DZT

ADVERTISEMENT

Söl'ring Hof Sylt

Gourmet
Germany
From the Alps to the North Sea, and all
diverse regions in between, Germany is a veritable feast of
flavor and sensory discovery. Take your palate on a culinary
journey and discover Germany one delicious bite at a time.

©TMBW, Tourismus Marketing GmbH

©Jens Wegener, DZT

Beyond the Bratwurst and Spätzle, Germany features 13
unique wine growing regions, more than 5,000 types of
beer, 600 different cheeses, 3,200 specialties of bread, and
even a 460-mile path devoted to white asparagus. And who
would've thought that Germany is home to 300 Michelinstarred restaurants, and comes second in Michelin 3-Star
restaurants after France.

Restaurant Alexander Herrmann, Wirsberg

Maultaschen

Add to that 150 different Scenic Routes – themed roads
winding throughout Germany, past castles and countryside,
and you’re set for a true culinary adventure. Explore the
pastoral charms and delicacies along the German Alpine
Road, delve into history via the German Limes Route, or
take off to discover the social drinking spots and good food
on the Beer and Castle Route through Bavaria – home to
the original Oktoberfest.
Follow your wanderlust to explore Germany’s regional
flavors, from Berlin’s famed Currywurst to BadenWürttemberg’s Maultaschen. Savor the Pinot Noirs of the
UNESCO-designated Upper Middle Rhine and the crisp
Rieslings of the Moselle on wine walks combining hiking
and history.

©Jens Wegener, DZT

Come discover Germany,
a foodie haven steeped in the flavors
of tradition with a modern twist.

Weingut am Stein, Würzburg

The Best OF the Best

Best
WeLLness
PROgram
BodyHoliday, Saint Lucia

C

ustomization is key to BodyHoliday’s regimen of exercise,
good diet, restorative beauty treatments, and relaxation,
delivered against the backdrop of Saint Lucia’s forested
mountains and white-sand beaches. Each traveler crafts a
personal wellness plan that includes daily massages, facials, and yoga
sessions – or more-active endeavors such as fitness classes, scuba diving, sailing, and snorkeling in the clear Caribbean. Calm imbues the
all-inclusive resort’s 155 luxurious, TV-free rooms, while its five restaurants serve fresh organic fare, seasoned with the ethos that nurturing
a healthy lifestyle starts with good fuel for the body and mind. Virtuoso
travelers receive a $100 resort credit, a 50-minute spa treatment, a nutrition and lifestyle consultation, and a 30-minute fitness session.

BodyHoliday’s calm
Cariblue Beach.

Art and culture in Zurich:
Zurich is the birthplace of the
Dada art movement, from here
classic designs conquer the
world, and institutions such as
the Opera House, the
Kunsthaus or the Museum für
Gestaltung present a highcaliber cultural program.
Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor to plan your
trip to Zurich.

#visitzurich zuerich.com

Culture,
Zürich,
Switzerland

Best
Virtuoso Hotel
Ambassador
Andrea Filippi, Belmond

I

talian charm, industry knowledge, and strong
relationships with Virtuoso advisors have
made Andrea Filippi an integral unsung
component of travelers’ vacations. In his
role as vice president of global sales, Filippi
works behind the scenes to ensure that the
company’s collection of 47 hotels, trains,
and river cruises in 24 countries delivers
Virtuoso clients – you – personalized service and the best experience in some of the
world’s most fascinating destinations.

Belmond La Samanna, which
reopens in Saint-Martin on
December 10, and (right) brand
executive Andrea Filippi.

EXPERIENCE

WHATEVER YOUR DREAM SAFARI MAY BE,

AFRICAN TRAVEL, INC. IS DEDICATED TO CRAFTING

THE EXTRAORDINARY

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE COMPLETE WITH
LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS AND FIVE-STAR SERVICE.

WE ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL
AND BELIEVE TO

LOVE AFRICA

IS TO REINVEST IN IT.

FOR EVERY SAFARI BOOKED A DONATION IS MADE
TO SUPPORT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND
THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN.

TO
O BOOK YOUR DREAM SAFARI CONTACT A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
CST #2071444-20
PHOTO: SINGITA, KRUGER NATIONAL PARK | SOUTH AFRICA

The Best OF the Best

Clockwise from left: Patrizio
Cipollini, the Duomo, and the
hotel’s Presidential Suite.

HoteLIer
of
the YEAr

S

ince beginning hotelier school in Hamburg
at the age of 15, Patrizio Cipollini’s
dream was to open a Four Seasons
hotel in Italy, though he never imagined he’d have the opportunity to make
that dream come true in his birthplace of
Tuscany. Cipollini’s career spans 40 years
(27 with Four Seasons) and has taken him
from humble beginnings as a pot washer to
management roles at luxury hotels in Sardinia, London, Switzerland, and Australia.
Fun and lighthearted, with a great sense of
humor, he has built a legacy as a mentor to
many throughout the industry along the
way. Back home in Italy, Cipollini brings a
hands-on approach to the hotel, welcoming guests with impeccable service and
working tirelessly as one of the most active
ambassadors for the renaissance city of
Florence. Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.
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(PRESIDENTIAL SUITE) MATHIAS HAMEL/FOUR SEASONS, (DUOMO) RICHARD WAITE/FOUR SEASONS

Patrizio Cipollini,
Four Seasons
Hotel Firenze

The Greatest Boat Show on the Seven Seas

OCTOBER 31ST - NOVEMBER 4TH
SKIP THE LINES, TICKETS AVAILABLE AT FLIBS.COM

1,500+ BOATS ON DISPLAY
VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE
NEW CULINARY EXPERIENCE
7 LOCATIONS CITYWIDE
CLOSE TO ALL SOUTH
FLORIDA AIRPORTS
(FLL, MIA, PBI & FBO)

First Person

EYES WIDE OPEN
SEEING FAMILIAR PLACES THROUGH
A NEWCOMER’S LENS. BY PICO IYER

ROWING UP IN ENGLAND’S POSTCARD TOWN OF
Oxford, I always knew what I didn’t want to see: everything
that the excited tour groups were clamoring to inspect as
they thronged through our overcrowded streets. The library
that, for archaic reasons, was known as a “Camera.” Our makeshift
local version of the Bridge of Sighs. The dodo in the Pitt Rivers
Museum. I’m a local, I used to think; I know secrets far beyond the
standard sights of short-time visitors.
But then, seven years ago, I had a speaking engagement in England, and I wondered where to take my Japanese wife, Hiroko, as we
recovered from the long ﬂight over. The easiest choice was the hometown I knew inside out. I could lead her around those grimy streets,
I thought, with my eyes closed. Yet as we settled into tea-stained
rooms at my old university and as I guided Hiroko around the grungy
playing ﬁelds of the Dragon School, where I’d studied as a boy, and
all the chill, stony cloisters I’d been so happy to forget, my wife could
barely contain her excitement. Soon she was urging me up before
dawn to take long walks along the river and snapping photos of the
40 deer grazing just outside the building where I’d spent my sophomore year. Suddenly, I was seeing my monochrome boyhood
in Technicolor.
I’d never noticed how beautiful England can look in midsummer,
when the golden evenings stay light until 10 PM. I’d never spared a
second thought for thirteenth-century pubs
and cobbled streets. Most of the town
was just a sludge of grim memories
for me – months of homesickness at boarding school, an
ill-judged college romance. But
for a newcomer accustomed to
sumo wrestling, even inscrutable

ANNE BENTLEY

G
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games of cricket were an exotic delicacy.
After a few days, able to see the town where
I’d spent my formative years through an
outsider’s wondering eyes, I was starting to
appreciate why so many people from across
the globe were pushing their way through its
narrow streets.

FOR ME THE WHOLE POINT OF TRAVEL
has always been to open the eyes that
routine too often closes. And I’m generally
conﬁdent I can do that when wandering
among the blue-tiled mosques of Isfahan, or
stepping out under cobalt skies on a whitewashed terrace in Tibet. But when it comes
to those familiar places obscured by layers
of complicated memories, it can be harder
to come upon fresh vision. Who hasn’t felt
his eyelids grow heavy when a friend arrives
from out of town and asks if we’ll show her
the local guidebook sights we’ve taken such
pains to avoid?
Yet one great blessing of our
age of movement is that so many
of our friends these days – and even
our partners – come from the far side of
the globe. Which means that the things we
take for granted are double amazements to
them. Suddenly, in Oxford, my sweetheart
was leading me into ﬁsh-and-chips shops
not far from my primary school that were
as exotic to her as fried-octopus stalls in her
hometown of Kyoto might be to me. The hospital where I was born looked like a backdrop
from Downton Abbey, I now saw, and sweeter
memories began to rise up as she asked me
about the back garden where I used to play
with the neighbors.
Before long, in fact, we were returning to
Oxford every summer, and the street along
which my dentist used to live, the ducks
in the local park, even the boyhood candy
store that necessitated constant trips to the
dentist – all were remade for me through Hiroko’s unhardened gaze. When we traveled
to Japan, quite wonderfully, I found I could
do the same in reverse for her.
Now, as we wander around the backstreets of Kyoto, I usher Hiroko into my
favorite tatami tearoom, with giant carp
in its pond, and she gasps; she’d always
been more taken with the French and Italian
restaurants nearby. I drag her out to the
full-moon festivities that once she might

I’D NEVER NOTICED
HOW BEAUTIFUL
ENGLAND CAN
LOOK IN MIDSUMMER. I’D
NEVER SPARED A
SECOND THOUGHT
FOR THIRTEENTHCENTURY PUBS
AND COBBLED
STREETS.

have spurned as I do Buckingham Palace
parades. And I can show her imperial villas
that, through a quirk of protocol, open their
gates much more readily to foreigners than
to locals.
The explosion of global travel means that
ever more destinations today are jampacked; Kyoto sees 55 million domestic and
international visitors a year – it’s said to be
the most-visited city in the world outside
of Mecca – and what I now think of as its
Western cousin, Oxford, seems barely able
to support the busloads that descend every
morning. But then I watch newcomers from
Japan exulting over the Oxford dining hall
where I used to endure boiled vegetables
(key scenes from the Harry Potter movies
were shot there), and I recall how I marvel
at the cherry-blossom-lined walk beside a
Kyoto stream known as the “Philosopher’s
Path.” Tourists can be liberating viewﬁnders.
At the moment, Hiroko’s planning our trip
back to Oxford next summer, complete with
attendance at Evensong, the breath-held,
candlelit free concert I worked so hard not
to attend as a student. And in November I’ll
be taking her, I hope, to the temple down the
street from her parents’ home, which throws
open its gates after nightfall, so we can walk
amid illuminated stands of bamboo. The
simplest part of travel is exchanging pounds
sterling into yen and Fahrenheit into Celsius;
the deeper joy is swapping one pair of eyes
made tired with familiarity for another wide
open enough to bring everyone delight.

Voted a top hotel in
New York City in
Travel + Leisure’s
World's Best Awards

New York City's only
Relais & Châteaux
hotel

Michelin-starred Café Boulud
Private Roof Garden
Renowned Collection of Modern Art
Cornelia Spa
Madison Avenue Shopping
Steps from Central Park

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO
S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8
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TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR DETAILS.

Point of View

Lisa Holladay
Global brand leader, The
Ritz-Carlton and St. Regis
Hotels and Resorts

RETURN
VISITS
THREE VERY DIFFERENT
TRAVELERS ON PLACES
THEY GO BACK TO.

INTERVIEWS BY MARIKA CAIN
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WHEN I WAS YOUNGER, I THOUGHT, “WHY WOULD YOU
go back anywhere?” The more I travel, the more I appreciate
going back to places I’ve been before. I’d planned to be a high
school English teacher. When I finished my undergraduate
degree and realized that wasn’t my calling, my second grand
plan was to be a Shakespearean actress. So I went over and
studied at Stratford-upon-Avon in England. Now I go back to
London for business reasons, and anywhere in England is really special for me because that was my first international trip
and it sparked my love of travel.
When you go somewhere for the first time, you check the
boxes and see all the famous sights. On your first trip to Paris,
you have the Louvre and the Champs-Élysées and all the
places you’re supposed to see. I love Paris. I go there at least
twice a year; the architecture, the energy, the fashion, the
food, the people – it’s at the top of my list. Part of what I love
about going back to destinations is that I don’t feel rushed.
You have the time to visit favorite shops that weren’t on any of
the lists and create your own list for friends.
I might go somewhere on a business trip where I just have
a few days. Those are often the places that make my list of
where I want to go back to. I just returned from a [business]
trip to Langkawi. It almost feels the way to me that Bali must
have felt before it became as developed, so I’m really hoping
to go back.
It’s the people who travel with you that make a destination
different each time. Returning to a destination, I can have
such a different experience, [depending on] whether I’m with
my husband or my sister or my colleagues. I recently took my
nephew and niece to New York City for their first visit. I lived in
New York for five years and go back almost once a month for
work. Taking a teenage boy and a 9-year-old girl, it became a
whole different experience.

Geoffrey
Kent
Founder, chairman,
and CEO, Abercrombie
& Kent

I’VE BEEN TRAVELING ALL MY LIFE. I WAS BORN IN
Zambia and grew up in Kenya. My father would take us on a
safari every holiday. We’d go to Lake Baringo, to the northern
frontier of Kenya, to Gambia, to – in those days – the Belgian
Congo. At 16 I took my motorbike and drove from Nairobi to
Cape Town, which was about 5,000 miles by the time I’d done
my detours. I became the first person in the world to ever do
that trip with no support. Then I started Abercrombie & Kent
with my mom and dad in 1962.
I travel 250 days a year. I’ve been to 140 countries. I really
don’t like to go back to too many places. If I go back to a place,
that means I haven’t gained anything new. I like to think I’m
a visionary. I’ve taken Abercrombie & Kent from one lonely
Land Rover in 1962 and built it to what it is today. “I always go
there first” – that’s the rule. I go there first, and then I can tell
other people whether or not they should go there. If I’ve got a
week free, I choose a new country if I can.
If I have to go back, where would I like to go back to? My
wife, Otavia, is Brazilian. We have a lovely house in a place
called Florianópolis in southern Brazil. All I do there is read
books and relax. Everybody speaks Portuguese and I don’t,
so it’s perfect.
I love Kenya. It’s my home. We have a place at Malindi on
the beach. And also, we go on safari a lot. Animals are always
different – they’re never the same. If you go to the pyramids,
the pyramids are always the same. If you see them 100 times,
they’re the same every time. But you must see them at least
once in your life.
I don’t plan to go back to the North Pole. I went in this Russian atomic-powered icebreaker in 2000. Then, the ice was
really thick, and it took like two weeks to get there. Every day:
BA-boom-boom-boom-boom. We broke our way all the way to
the North Pole, and it was agony.
We’re going to the South Pole in December. It’s one of my
Inspiring Expeditions by Geoffrey Kent tours. I’ll take my wife
and five other couples. Money is no object. We do everything
by private plane, and we have caviar and beautiful Champagne, huge adventures by day and luxuries by night. They’re
always sold out well in advance. I live all these different lives.
One minute I’m with crocodiles in Gabon, and the next minute
I’m sitting by Lake Como at the Villa d’Este.

Wende Zomnir
Founder, Urban
Decay cosmetics

MY PERSONAL TRAVEL IS WITH MY FAMILY. WE TRAVEL
together because we love to surf together. When my kids were
younger, we used to go to this island in Fiji over and over because it was a known quantity. I could go diving, my husband
could go surfing, there were always other families around.
The kids got to know the people who worked on the island.
As my kids have gotten older, our philosophy has been:
“Go see something you’ve never seen before. Go experience
something different.” Last year we went surfing in Nicaragua.
The year before we went to the Maldives. To have my son, who
was 10 at the time, see a giant sea turtle that was as big as he
was and see dolphins and sharks and eels was really amazing.
Right after college I met this guy. I was completely opposed
to learning to scuba dive – I was scared! He talked me into it. I
went on this two-week trip to Palau, Truk, and Yap. I did all this
amazing scuba diving. That was the thing that set me off on
loving adventure. I’m not really scared of much anymore.
Every year my husband and I go to Alaska to go helicopter
skiing. It’s off the grid in the Tordrillo Mountains. You stay on
a frozen lake, you land in a ski plane, and every day you take
a helicopter out and go scare the daylights out of yourself on
these super-steep, crazy runs.
I hit Paris a lot because that’s where [our parent company]
L’Oréal is based. I never say no to French food. I love staying
in the Marais because the Urban Decay store is right there.
There’s a spice shop, Maison Brémond 1830, where I get
truffle salt, the number one item my family requests that
I bring home. That and macarons. Preferably from Pierre
Hermé, but they’ll accept Ladurée. This, from kids who have
never been to France.
The first trip you discover the things you like. The
second, third, and fourth time you get to dive more deeply
into those places. When I go back to that spice shop in Le
Marais, the guy knows me now. It’s cool to have that feeling
of, “not only do I travel here and it’s an adventure, but also,
I belong here.”

S E PT E M B E R | O CTO B E R 2 0 1 8

251

Need to Know

HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER
THE TRAVEL TIPS,
INSIGHT, AND
ESSENTIALS YOU
NEED NOW.
Cool, calm, Caribbean:
A secluded beach in the
Dominican Republic.

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

WHERE WE’RE GOING
“I’m headed to PERU for my
30th birthday. While Machu Picchu
will surely be the highlight of my trip,
I’m just as excited to see the pink
salt mines of Maras and the Sacred
Valley’s Pisac Market.” – Veronica
Rosalez, graphic designer
“I’m getting married in September at
the stunning, wellness-focused Park
Hotel Vitznau on Lake Lucerne in
SWITZERLAND, near my soon-to-behusband’s hometown.” – Annie
Fitzsimmons, digital editor
“I’m taking a minibreak with my family
in VICTORIA, B.C., where we’ll stay
at the newly remodeled Fairmont
Empress, visit Alice Munro’s bookshop, and revel in a car-free vacation.”
– Marika Cain, managing editor
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which are the best resources
for understanding each policy.
IS NOT LOST Rest easy
the next time you check your
luggage. For a one-time $5-perpassenger fee, Blue Ribbon
Bags will track and expedite
delayed or lost bags for up to
96 hours postflight. If the luggage is still MIA after 96 hours,
the company reimburses
travelers a minimum of $1,000.
(Higher levels of coverage are
available for an additional fee.)
No, it’s not too good to be true,
but don’t overlook the fine
print: Travelers (or their travel
advisors) must let Blue Ribbon
know directly that a bag has
gone missing within 24 hours,
and they must show proof that
they’ve submitted a lost luggage claim with the airline.
● ALL

● AIRPLANE

MODE, UPGRADED The Google Translate

app’s artificial-intelligencepowered algorithms have
helped travelers decode foreign
languages abroad – reading
menus in German, for example,
or telling Chinese cab drivers
where to drop them off. Google
recently made 59 languages in
the Translate app available to
download for use offline, which
is good news for travelers with
limited international data.
FEE A record-breaking
3.7 million international travelers visited New Zealand last
year, and the tourism influx
doesn’t look to be slowing
down. To help fund conservation and infrastructure projects,
the country’s government has
proposed an up-to-NZ$35
(about US$25) per person
tourist tax with visa applications. If approved, the levy
would go into effect next year.
Australians will be exempt.
● KIWI

(LLAMA) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT, (BEACH) ISTOCK/GETTY IMAGES

CALLING The
2018 Atlantic hurricane season
is currently in effect through
November 30, and while memories of last year’s devastating
storms are still fresh, travelers
shouldn’t avoid the Caribbean.
“I tell people that I don’t let
[the season] stop me from
traveling there,” says Atlantabased Virtuoso advisor Lindsey
Epperly. “It’s a big region and
a long season, so it’s very rare
that you’re going to be on the
exact island at the exact time
a hurricane hits. Plus, this time
of year offers the best value.”
She always recommends travel
insurance, specifically a “cancel
for any reason” policy, which
usually must be bought within
21 days of the first trip-related
purchase. “Standard hurricane
policies can be finicky,” Epperly
says. She suggests travelers
work with their advisors to
contact insurance companies,
● CARIBBEAN

THE FUTURE OF
EXPEDITION CRUISING
IN ANTARCTICA
Top 7 Reasons to Choose
Hurtigruten for Your
Expedition Cruise to
Antarctica

4. MORE OPTIONS TO EXPLORE

1. LEADER IN POLAR CRUISES

5. ANTARCTICA AND BEYOND

With 125 years of experience sailing in
polar waters, our captains and crew have
deep knowledge of navigating the waters
of Antarctica and beyond.

2. EXCELLENT EXPEDITION TEAM

From kayaking by icebergs or night
camping under the Antarctic sky to
photographing astounding concentrations
of wildlife, we offer you more ways to
connect with your inner explorer.

Hurtigruten offers unique itineraries to
Antarctica, along with options to combine
your expedition with explorations of
South Georgia, the Falkland Islands,
Patagonia, and the Chilean fjords.

Our highly-experienced and inspiring
expedition teams share their expertise
of the region’s landscapes and wildlife,
ensuring you have an authentic and
immersive Antarctica experience.

6. COMMITMENT TO ANTARCTICA

3. YOUR BASE CAMP AT SEA

7. EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

Our purpose-built expedition vessels are
speciﬁcally designed to navigate in polar
waters and will serve as your base camp
at sea for your adventure to Antarctica.

Hurtigruten’s unrivaled Antarctica
expeditions are an outstanding value that
provide an abundance of memorable and
life-affirming experiences.

Hurtigruten is an industry leader in
sustainability with a deep commitment to
preserving the waters of Antarctica and
its marine life.

ANTARCTICA | ARCTIC CANADA & NORTHWEST PASSAGE
GREENLAND | ICELAND | NORWAY | SVALBARD

A NEW ERA OF POLAR
EXPLORATION IS HERE
The world’s first hybrid
electric-powered cruise
ship, MS Roald Amundsen
will join the Hurtigruten
fleet in 2019!

BOOK TODAY!
Contact your Virtuoso
Travel Advisor

Need to Know

BACKGROUND
RESEARCH

ASK THE PROS
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE LUGGAGE?

IF YOU’RE GOING TO …

➋
➍
QUEENSTOWN, NEW ZEALAND

➊

(“Ready for a Thrill,” page 76):
Prep for dramatic landscapes
with the ultimate movie marathon: The Lord of the Rings and
The Hobbit trilogies.

➎

JAPAN (“Bonjour, Japan,” page

168): Read Donald Richie’s
travelogue The Inland Sea, about
his time spent on the Japanese
islands in the 1960s.

➌

➊ “The 22-inch Rimowa
Topas Cabin Multiwheel
IATA Trolley has been
my dream suitcase for as
long as I’ve worked in the
travel industry, and its
multiwheel system and
lightweight but sturdy
design do not disappoint.” – Korena Bolding
Sinnett, associate art
director, Virtuoso Life

➋ “For the price point,
you can’t beat Away

luggage. It’s designed
to maximize efficiency
and be stuffed to the
gills.” – Brooke Lavery,
Virtuoso agency executive, New York City

even looks like a purse,
so it works well to carry
around once you arrive.”
– Amie O’Shaughnessy,
Virtuoso agency executive, Piedmont, California

➌ “The well-priced, per-

➍ “My Arc’Teryx

fectly configured O.G.
Overnight Bag from Lo
& Sons is big enough to
hold my laptop, DSLR
camera, iPad, and plane
essentials such as a
wrap and moisturizer. It

Mantis 26 backpack
serves a dual purpose:
It’s comfortable for
trekking along the Great
Wall of China, but
still sleek enough to
carry into Italy’s J.K.

Place Roma.” – Kyle
Seltzer, Virtuoso travel
advisor, New York City

➎ “The G-Ro Carry-On
Classic has tons of interior space and doubles
as my mobile office – I
pack everything that
doesn’t need a hanger
in it. People ask me
about it all the time.”
– Tony Logan, senior
manager, global cruise
programs, Virtuoso

GREATER GOOD
REEF-SAFE SUNSCREEN.

Earlier this year, Hawaii’s government passed a bill banning sunscreens that contain oxybenzone and
octinoxate – chemicals that contribute to the destruction of coral reefs. The law goes into effect in
2021, but why wait? The zinc sunscreen from Hawaii brand Kokua Sun Care is infused with spirulina,
plumeria extract, and other island botanicals. $30, kokuasuncare.com.
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NORTHERN ICELAND
(“Going Home,” page 216): Listen
to Ágaetis Byrjun, the ethereal
1999 album from Icelandic
rock band Sigur Rós.

853 feet
The new record for the world’s
tallest bungee-jump experience, which is set to open this
year on China’s Zhangjiajie
Grand Canyon Glass Bridge.
The structure, which debuted
in 2017, is no stranger to records – it’s already the world’s
tallest glass-bottomed bridge.

THE VIEWS ARE
DIFFERENT IN
CANADA’S
DOWNTOWN

Experience a different kind of luxury destination. Where a diversity of people, culture and cuisine
fuel a vibrant, welcoming energy. From monumental museums to luxury hotels atop
bright bustling boulevards, the views are different here.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• BEST OF BOSTON
When in Boston, it’s a bonus to be in historic Back Bay – and that’s just where you’ll find
Fairmont Copley Plaza, just steps from storied Beacon Hill, the Freedom Trail, and upscale
Newbury Street. Opt for a Fairmont Gold room to enjoy private lounge privileges and
exclusive amenities. Downstairs, don’t miss one of the city’s hottest dining rooms, OAK
Long Bar + Kitchen.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 food and beverage credit;
breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• MORE TIME IN MONTRÉAL
Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth has been transformed to match the effervescence of the city
of Montréal. Guests who stay in this downtown gem have access to the city’s most notable
landmarks. Check into one of its well-appointed suites, toast your free time at bar Nacarat,
cozy up with a coffee at Kréma Café, people-watch at Rosélys bistro, and shop at Marché
Artisans, a one-of-a-kind urban market. Your fourth night is complimentary.

Virtuoso rates from CA$300 per room, per night. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100
dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• 125TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
The icon of Québec City – Fairmont Le Château Frontenac – celebrates its 125th anniversary
throughout 2018 with special activities and much pomp and circumstance. Named Hotel of
the Year for 2017 by Fairmont Hotels, the city’s most prestigious address welcomes Virtuoso
guests with their fourth night free, allowing more time to enjoy updated guest rooms, three
distinguished restaurants, and a new Spa du Château.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until October 31, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include
a $100 dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• PARADISE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
Imagine a getaway that offers relaxation, adventure, and culinary creations by celebrity chef
Marcus Samuelsson. This is Hamilton Princess & Beach Club in Bermuda. Stay over on a
Friday or Saturday and every fourth night is free. Take the extra time to sunbathe at the
exclusive Princess Beach Club, lounge by the infinity pool, or indulge in treatments at the
serene Exhale Spa.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 31, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a $100 resort credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• GOLF AND SPA IN THE PARKS OF PORTUGAL
With the Sintra Mountains and the beaches of Estoril and Cascais as a backdrop, Penha
Longa Resort, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel is the jewel of a 545-acre national park. Once a Portuguese
royal family retreat, today the resort is a timeless escape from the everyday. Virtuoso guests
enjoy a guaranteed upgrade at time of booking, if available, and have access to championship
golf, a remarkable spa, exceptional dining, and more.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available through December 23, 2018; book by October 31, 2018.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include one dinner for two per stay; breakfast daily; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.

• PARIS’ MOST FASHIONABLE STAY
Save more when you spend more nights in a suite at Sofitel Paris Le Faubourg, inspired by the
elegance of the rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré and the beautiful Champs-Élysées, and itself a
showcase for all things fashionable in the City of Light. Celebrated designer Didier Gomez has
crafted a hotel in haute couture style, extending to the bar, restaurant, garden, and terraces.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until April 30, 2019; book by December 27, 2018. Virtuoso
exclusive amenities include a $100 dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• PEARL OF LAKE COMO
The Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni strikes an impressive pose, reflecting as it does off the iconic
Lake Como. This has been the premier getaway for discerning travelers for more than a
century. This renowned hotel exudes the essence of the lake, with its Italian-style gardens,
nearly year-round sunshine, and oasis of peace at the water’s edge. Today’s guests join the
legions of cognoscenti before them who have marveled at the exquisite salons (such as the
Royal Hall, where a buffet breakfast is served daily), thoughtfully appointed guest rooms, fine
cuisine (including the formal Michelin-starred Mistral Restaurant, as well as the informal La
Goletta, with a focus on traditional Italian regional specialties), indulgent spa treatments, and
the revered shopping and dining in the town of Bellagio. Days might bring boat rides for local
sightseeing – including the nearby historic azalea gardens – or simply sipping a cool cocktail
next to the pool. The hotel is open April through October.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
EUR 75 or EUR 50 credit (depending on room category) for lunch or dinner for two or one spa beauty treatment per stay;
a welcome bottle of spumante; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• TAHITI’S ONLY TRUE ALL-INCLUSIVE GETAWAY
Former president Barack Obama’s choice for respite when starting his memoir, The Brando is
a singular French Polynesian experience. As dedicated to preserving its exquisite setting as it
is to hospitality perfection, the resort is set on one of a dozen small islands that surround a
three-mile-wide lagoon. It has been awarded LEED Platinum certification for its substantial
efforts to conserve and protect its special location. Thirty-five welcoming villas each feature
a private beach, plunge pool, and alfresco bathtub, allowing for complete immersion in
tropical paradise. Naturalist-led tours and photo safaris introduce guests to the surrounding
biodiverse nature sanctuary, while myriad land and water activities – bicycling, snorkeling,
diving, paddleboarding, bird-watching, and lectures on Polynesian culture in the Library and
Explorer Center – invite discovery. Fresh, locally inspired meals are menu highlights at the
resort’s two restaurants; both feature the award-winning cuisine of Guy Martin of the twoMichelin-starred restaurant Le Grand Véfour in Paris.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a EUR
100 resort credit; breakfast daily; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.

• SUITE STYLE IN SOUTH FLORIDA
Save 15 percent on your entire stay at Conrad Fort Lauderdale Beach when you stay three
nights. This new beacon of style on exclusive North Beach boasts all-suite accommodations
with gourmet kitchens and deep soaking tubs, jaw-dropping views of the Atlantic Ocean and
the Intracoastal Waterway, and four inventive dining venues from market-fresh Terra Mare to
handcrafted cocktails at Atlas.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until October 31, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include
a $100 hotel credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• DOING DALLAS RIGHT
Don’t overlook downtown Dallas, home to The Joule and the internationally acclaimed Dallas
Arts District. This revitalized 1920s building boasts top-name original artwork, sumptuous
food and drinks, incredible personal service, and an exceptional spa – the cantilevered, glassfront swimming pool is a dream. Boutique shopping can be found at Traffic LA, Le Labo, and
Forty Five Ten, all located on the property.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
$100 hotel credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• SUITE SANCTUARY
Elevate your Arizona vacation with a third night free and a complimentary suite upgrade at
Sanctuary on Camelback Mountain Resort & Spa, allowing more time to revitalize, rejuvenate,
and discover this tranquil haven. Farm-fresh cuisine by Food Network star Beau MacMillan,
Asian-inspired spa treatments, and spectacular sunsets provide a fresh spin on luxury.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates and mention the Suite Sanctuary offer. Available until October 31, 2018.
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 resort credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• CHARMS OF CABO
Enter The Resort at Pedregal through a magical private tunnel carved into the center of a
seaside mountain, in the town of Cabo San Lucas. The stunning resort boasts an awardwinning spa; four decadent eateries; and inviting guest rooms, each with a private plunge
pool, fireplace, and outdoor terrace with awe-inspiring Pacific views. Venture out for surfing,
snorkeling, and paddleboarding.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
$100 spa credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• HOLIDAYS IN VAIL
In the heart of Vail Village, Sonnenalp Hotel brings a touch of Europe to the Rockies. Coziness
surrounds you, thanks to the fireplaces, beamed ceilings, and overstuffed chairs. Hearty
après-ski dining is just the ticket after a day on the slopes. Getting to Vail has never been
easier, with the Eagle County Regional Airport located a mere 35 miles from the hotel.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available November 17, 2018, through March 31, 2019; book by October
31, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 resort credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• LET THE GOOD TIMES LAST
You’ll never get too much of a good thing at Palácio Tangará – in fact, when you stay longer
at this São Paulo gem, your third night is on the house. Surrounded by Burle Marx Park,
famous for its Atlantic Forest, the hotel seamlessly blends chic sophistication, elegant art, and
the soothing sights and sounds of nature. Don’t miss the city’s best chef’s table at the hotel’s
Michelin-starred restaurant.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 30, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities
include a $100 dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• PRIVATE COUNTRY HOUSE GETAWAY
Included on the 2018 Condé Nast Hot List, Troutbeck continues a 250-year legacy of hospitality,
respite, romance, and exceptional locally sourced dining. Carefully updated, this Hudson Valley
estate maintains contemporary ease overlying historic details. Two hours from Manhattan, in
Amenia, New York, Troutbeck offers wellness services, an outdoor pool with bar and grill, tennis,
fly-fishing, and access to myriad year-round outdoor pursuits.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
$100 dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• TAKE YOUR TIME ON THE BLUE TRAIN
Savor more of the quintessential elegance of South Africa’s Blue Train with its new two-night
itineraries. This longer schedule allows more time to experience the line’s lavish hospitality
between Pretoria and Cape Town, while guaranteeing a half-day excursion in Kimberley and
limiting delays – all good news for those who want to relish every minute aboard this iconic
rail line.

Virtuoso De Luxe Suite rates from ZAR 18,405 per person. Available until December 1, 2019. Includes suite accommodations,
butler service, all meals and beverages, sightseeing, and a Virtuoso amenity of sparkling wine and a gift.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• PARADISE FOUND
Swim with dolphins, dive with kaleidoscopic sea life, and have a drink at the bar in the infinityedge pool – at InterContinental Moorea Resort & Spa, life revolves around the water, whether
you’re immersed in it or gazing out at it. The resort, home to the first spa in French Polynesia,
sits in a sheltered bay on a clear, turquoise lagoon between mountains and sea – a true
tropical paradise. Nature lovers are wooed by jagged volcanic peaks, a vast stretch of South
Pacific waters teeming with rainbow-hued fish, and gardens in bloom with more than 200
species of tropical foliage. The Hélène Spa boasts a traditional river bath (facing the sunset,
of course), rain showers for one or two people, and floral baths filled with fragrant petals.
Signature treatments rely on Polynesian healing techniques, passed down through the ages,
and ingredients from the South Pacific, including virgin oils, Tahitian vanilla, red papaya, and
other fragrant indigenous flowers and fruits.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include an
approximately $70 beverage credit; one dinner for two; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade, if available; early
check-in and late checkout, if available; and complimentary Wi-Fi.

• SAVE $500 ON 2018 JOURNEYS
Whether your idea of an amazing adventure is a fly-in safari to Namibia’s national parks, a
desert drive at sunset, visiting the Taj Mahal at sunrise, wandering the pyramids of Egypt,
seeing the mosaics and minarets of Iran up close, learning to cook in Malaysia … shall we go
on? With Ker & Downey, these and so many more rich cultural experiences become lifechanging, magical moments. Perhaps you’re longing to share invaluable time with your
children, away from everyday stresses. If so, arrange for gallivanting in the Galápagos, where
you can commune with friendly sea lions and enormous turtles. Or, make your way to Mongolia
for horseback riding through untamed valleys and mountains, tracing the history of explorer
Marco Polo. Give back in Ecuador with a hacienda stay that benefits local library and education
programs. Ker & Downey is dedicated to providing unparalleled travel experiences and takes
great pride in helping guests discover a new place for the first time. Book any destination for
travel in 2018 and receive $500 off per booking.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Book by October 31, 2018. Virtuoso guests receive a welcome bottle of
wine and a spa credit on their customized journey.

• UNVEILED WONDERS—COSTA RICA & PANAMA CANAL
Receive a $50 shipboard credit and save $200 per couple with UnCruise Adventures as you
sail from Costa Rica to Panama City. Transit the Panama Canal; search for scarlet macaws,
howler monkeys, and sloths at two wildlife refuges; stroll through a private butterfly botanical
preserve; and snorkel at Panama’s Granito de Oro. Hike, kayak, paddleboard, and skiff your
way to off-the-beaten-path gems.

Virtuoso fares from $4,595 per person. Safari Voyager departs November 2018 through April 2019. Virtuoso exclusive
benefit is a $50 shipboard credit per person.

• LIVING THE LAGOON LIFESTYLE
With one of the Maldives’ largest lagoons as its own backyard, Taj Exotica Resort & Spa,
Maldives is sitting pretty indeed. Flit from the Jiva Grande Spa and its myriad Indian wellness
treatments to blissful seaside meditation sessions. Enjoy scuba diving or sailing all morning,
followed by a romantic lunch of local seafood for two on a private stretch of beach.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
shared sunset cruise for two; welcome drink; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

Souvenir

CUZCO, PERU
A LIVELY STOPOVER EN ROUTE
TO MACHU PICCHU.

Cuzco finds from Kuna (scarf),
Textiles Pomataylla (pom-pom),
Centro Artesanal (key chain), and
Gato’s Market (Peruvian pink salt
and cacao paste).

TIP: Passports are required to visit Machu Picchu, but that coveted Lost City stamp requires a little extra legwork; there’s a separate line
for stamps just past the main entrance gate at the citadel.
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Most travelers visit Cuzco
before venturing to the Sacred
Valley or boarding a train for
the two-hour ride to Aguas
Calientes and Machu Picchu –
a day or two in the city, which
sits 11,000 feet above sea
level, lets visitors adjust to the
higher altitude before trekking
in the ancient citadel. But this
gateway is a destination in its
own right: Head to the alwaysbuzzing Plaza de Armas, where
passersby will likely include humans and llamas, and colonialstyle buildings house colorful
textile stores and traditional
Peruvian restaurants. Standard,
no-frills souvenir stalls prevail
at the Centro Artesanal (who
doesn’t love a little kitsch?), but
I found sophisticated knitwear at
Cocoliso and handmade silver
jewelry at Iya Mayta. All that
fresh air will aid in altitude acclimation, but experts say cacao
helps too. Translation: You’ve
earned dessert. – Melanie
Fowler, design director

My luxury is

being a global citizen.

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler Julie Floyd

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.

The best travel experiences uniquely reflect
you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s being a global
citizen or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every
client, every detail, every time.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Client-Only Perks
You can count on a Virtuoso travel advisor for extras such
as hotel credits, complimentary upgrades, and personalized
touches. Whether for a weekend escape or longer itinerary,
they’ll ensure all your travels are extraordinary. Find one who’s
right for you in the advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

