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W H E R E L U X U R Y I S P E R S O N A L™

Paris, France

EXPLORE WITH
THE WORLD'S BEST SHIPS
Discover an unrivaled way to experience the majestic
glaciers, fjords and wildlife of spectacular Alaska or
a study in art and architecture in the Mediterranean
with the World’s Most Awarded Luxury Cruise Line™.
Enjoy all-inclusive amenities as you journey into the
heart of the Mediterranean and the wonders of Alaska.
With hundreds of ports in dozens of countries, every
great journey begins and ends with Crystal.
CRYSTAL SIGNATURE HALLMARKS
 Michelin-inspired cuisine
 Open-seating dining
 Nobu’s only sea-going restaurants*
 Spacious staterooms and butler-serviced suites
 Acclaimed service
 Complimentary wines, champagnes and spirits
 Free, unlimited Wi-Fi
 Included gratuities
 Award-winning entertainment and enrichment
 Complimentary fitness programs
 Optional spa indulgences
 Complimentary Destinations of Discovery
in every port of call**
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BOOK YOUR SELECT CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE®
WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND
ENJOY THESE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS:
 Services of an onboard host
 Welcome aboard reception
C
 hoice of either an exceptional Shore Experience
with a festive dining opportunity, a Custom Credit
to create a unique, personalized shore adventure,
exploration with a Private Car & Driver (where
available), or a Shipboard Credit

2018

CRYSTAL SERENITY
CRYSTAL PENTHOUSE (CP)

CRYSTAL SYMPHONY

CRUISE THE WORLD ABOARD THESE FEATURED SAILINGS.
BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE FARES.
FEATURED 2019 SAILINGS
DATE

DAYS

DESTINATION

SHIP

FARES FROM

Aug 27

7

Anchorage to Vancouver

Crystal Symphony®

$2,120

Sept 3

7

Roundtrip Vancouver

Crystal Symphony

$1,920

Sept 7

7

Rome to Venice

Crystal Serenity®

$2,285

Oct 23

13

Athens to Barcelona

Crystal Serenity

$4,365

Aug 31 – Oct 10

10

Roundtrip Vienna

Crystal Mozart®

$4,299

Aug 8 – Oct 11

16

Amsterdam to Budapest*

Crystal Mahler®

$11,580

*Itinerary also operates in reverse.

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES
WATERSIDE

FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND ENJOY
EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS.
*Crystal Cruises only. **Crystal River Cruises only. From Travel + Leisure Magazine, August 2018 ©Time Inc. Affluent Media Group. Travel + Leisure® and ‘World’s Best Awards’ are trademarks of Time Inc. Affluent
Media Group and used under license. Travel + Leisure and Time Inc. Affluent Media Group are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of, Crystal Cruises, LLC. All fares and savings are per person,
in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only and do not include taxes, fees, and port charges. Your Crystal Savings are subject to availability at time of booking.
All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without
notice. For complete Cruise Fare and Promotional Information and General Ticket Terms and Conditions, visit crystalcruises.com. Crystal Cruises, LLC reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and change
any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time without notice. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants.
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be eligible for Voyages amenities. Additional reservations or
visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate
at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2019 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registries: The Bahamas & Malta.

G A L E R I ES L A FAY E T T E PA R I S H AU S S M A N N

LA DESTINATION MODE*
Located in the heart of Paris nearby the Opera, the 70,000 square-meter flagship store, symbol
of the Parisian elegance, of fers more than 3,500 brands from af fordable to the most prestigious references
amongst which Chanel, Christian Dior, Cartier, Saint Laurent Paris, Dolce & Gabbana, Fauré Lepage, Messika,
Céline, Bulgari, Rolex, Fendi, Gucci, Ralph Lauren, Hugo Boss, Boucheron…

EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO
SHOPPING AMENITIES

BRAND NEW
EXPERIENCES

VIP
SERVICES

Galeries Lafayet te opens its doors to a world
of prestige and sophistication.

Make the most of your time in Paris to experience
some magic moments in a unique location in
the heart of the Opera district. Whether you love
fashion, gastronomy or history, Galeries Lafayette
will certainly have an event for you to experience.
Af terwards, take a break and drink in the incredible
v i e w f r o m L a Te r ra s s e, t h e r o o f t o p t e r ra c e o f
the department store, and enjoy a peaceful moment
far from the hustle and bustle of the boulevards
below.

Our experts in French fashion and lifestyle are here
to provide you with unique experiences. They make
your shopping trip unforget table: valet parking,
a multilingual team and VIP areas...Come and meet
the team who are ready and waiting to give you
their full attention and do their utmost to provide
you with a “bespoke” service.

To make your day unique, you can enjoy access to the
“Le Concierge” lounge area and a stress-free tax
refund ser vice. On top of that, when you spend
€500 or more, you will be of fered a drive -home
service** and from €1000 or more, a free Le Pliage
Longchamp ** bag.
For more information, please contact your
Virtuoso travel advisor

GALERIES L AFAYET TE PARIS HAUSSMANN: 40, BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN, 75009 PARIS

METRO: CHAUSSÉE D’ANTIN - L A FAYET TE

Open every day from 9.30 am to 8.30 pm and on Sunday from 11 am to 8 pm. Ouvert tous les jours de 9h30 à 20h30 et le dimanche de 11h à 20h.
*The ultimate shopping destination. ** See conditions in store.
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AN ENDLESS SUMMER AFFAIR
FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

3201 COLLINS AVE. MIAMI BEACH

TA H I T I

LOS ANGELES

PA R I S

TOKYO

Welcome
to Travel
Inspired
by Tahiti.
Onboard our new ﬂeet of Tahitian Dreamliner’s,
you’ll be immersed in pure luxury. Full lie-ﬂat
seats in Poerava Business. Spacious 2-3-2
seating in the truly Premium Economy cabin.
And all-inclusive Moana Economy that will
remind you of the glory days of air travel.
Make your dreams come true on Air Tahiti Nui.
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It’s not every day,
you can get so far from the everyday.

On Location at Montage Deer Valley

Whether your plans call for a romantic retreat, a family adventure, or an urban escape,
we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From the year-round
beauty of Park City to a legendary bay in Los Cabos, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides
the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
B E V E R LY H I L L S
L AG U N A B E AC H

|

|

D E E R VA L L E Y

LOS CABOS

|

|

K A PA L UA B AY

PA L M E T T O B L U F F

CONTENTS
14
18
22

EDITOR’S NOTE
CONTRIBUTORS
THE VIRTUOSO LIFE

27

PASSPORT

38

BON VOYAGE

ISSUE 111
May | June 2019

64
78

New Alaska voyages,
a summer sailing in Hawaii,
and more.

40

78

The National Park
No One Knows

SUITE TALK
Gorgeous hotel cocktails
and goods, plus new escapes
in Rome and Utah.

48

Crowd-free outdoor adventure
reigns in Grand Teton.

84

CITY TO GO

FAMILY TRAVEL
Montenegro on a Mission

Shanghai is remaking itself,
fast and fabulously.

52

OUT & ABOUT

An American family explores
its immigrant roots in the
Balkan country deemed “the
next Croatia.”

THE RADAR
Vote of Approval
D.C. chefs are getting personal, with delicious results.

60

88

IN MY BAG
My Travel Essentials
Mogul Sheila C. Johnson likes
her luxury comfortable.

INTERVIEW
Why We Travel
Judy and Scott Phares
commit to a life of neverending adventure.

To All the Pools I’ve
Loved Before

68

INSPIRED BY
Hotel Baths

Sometimes getting below
the surface means jumping
in feet first.

The most relaxing way to
soak in a little culture.

68

130 POINT OF VIEW
The Future of Hotels

ON THE TABLE

Three hotel-world heavyweights on where high-end
stays are going.

Dim Sum Revolution
The chefs reinventing
Hong Kong’s traditional
Cantonese cuisine.

74

132 NEED TO KNOW
How to Travel Better

SEAT AT THE BAR

The travel tips, insight, and
essentials you need now.

Clear Favorite
Warsaw’s vodka bars power
Polish nightlife.

52

12

V I RT U O S O L I F E

74

138 SOUVENIR
Just Back from Singapore
Shopping sprees and
hawker stalls in Asia’s
multicultural metropolis.

(FLY-FISHING) TAYLOR GLENN, (BOAT) LAURYN ISHAK,
(BARTENDER) NANNA DÍS, (PLATE) SCOTT SUCHMAN

64

128 FIRST PERSON

Where the oasis of Singapore’s Gardens by the Bay meets the serenity
of The Retreat on Seabourn Ovation and Seabourn Encore.
Intimate ships

Award-winning cuisine

Open bars & fine wines

All suite

E X T R AOR DINA RY WOR L DS

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the World’s Finest Ultra-Luxury Resort at Sea. Book today to take
advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities including a dedicated onboard host, welcome reception and custom shore experience.

Editor’s Note

Trendspotting

T

O CREATE THIS MAGAZINE

every issue, our editorial
team stays abreast of noteworthy news, openings, and
other happenings around the world.
Over the course of a year, we receive
countless press releases and conduct
hundreds of meetings with publicists and travel-industry executives,
enabling us to identify trends on the
rise, on the wane, or here to stay. This
issue happens to showcase at least
two that have been gaining steam
over the last decade:

 Hotels are more than merely a place to stay. Ten years ago,
when the editors would meet with
hoteliers to learn what was new or
notable at their properties, we’d inevitably hear about the opulence
of their marble bathrooms. While
I unapologetically love a good hotel bath (on my phone, a dedicated
photo album catalogs my favorite
tubs) and believe the bathroom says
a lot about a brand, that’s not usually

why anyone books a room. In fact,
affluent travelers likely have their
own luxury baths at home, making
high-end amenities and design an
expectation, not a surprise. So when
hoteliers began telling us about the
experiences they can offer guests,
we took appreciative notice. Today,
they woo us not with details of their
hotels, but instead with vivid descriptions of what we can do there.
Hotels large and small now engage guests with ever-changing
programs that range from meeting
with a kilt tailor and a Scotch master at an Edinburgh hotel to driving
a Rolls-Royce Ghost at a Miami resort, curated tours of a property’s
art collection, chef-led market excursions, and the like. The same
movement is also happening with
cruise lines and, in fact, transcends
the travel industry as part of what’s
called the experience economy,
where businesses offer their clients
memorable events – and the memory
itself becomes the product.

 Sustainability is sexy. This topic
is near and dear to Virtuoso, and it’s
not just about eco-friendly practices;
it’s also about preserving cultures
and supporting local economies.
Such news is always on our radar, and
we’re noticing, again, that the buzz
extends beyond tourism to everything from music festivals to fashion.
We combine both hot topics in our
cover feature, “Staying Power” (page
90). It showcases hotels that are
elevating the sustainable experience, including people who make
a difference, programs that invite
guests to join in, and meaningful
souvenirs to bring home.
Stylish properties that offer immersive experiences and strive to
make the world a better place? That’s
a trend anyone can get behind.

HIS OTHER SHIP IS A SPACESHIP: I attended a media event in New York
for Virgin Voyages, Sir Richard Branson’s “rebellious luxury” cruise venture that bills itself as an adults-only festival at sea. The Scarlet Lady is
set to sail in April 2020. Left: Virtuoso travel advisors and staff celebrate
the new line with “high” tea at the top of One World Trade Center.
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Experience a different kind of luxury destination. Open up and be curious again in a city with acclaimed worldly
cuisine, iconic attractions and elegant Virtuoso hotels. Because why watch when you can participate?
Why eat when you can taste? Why unplug when you can engage? Let Yourself In to Canada’s Downtown.
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Three extraordinary journeys, expertly curated for the discerning traveler.
A style of travel where everything is included and nothing is everyday.

OUR
PRIVATE JET
IS ONLY
THE BEGINNING
Wonders of the World – 22 days departing 4 April 2020
Ultimate South America – 23 days departing 3 May 2020
The Silk Road – 20 days departing 27 May 2020

Numbers limited. Enquire now.

Contributors
LIVE
U N F O R G E T TA B L E

INTRODUCING ATL ANTA BUCKHEAD

Writer

Kimberley Lovato
San Francisco

“Wish You Were
Here,” page 102
THE REPORT: “My
husband is Italian,
and the one thing that
really surprised me
on our trip was how
many Italians recognized my daughter,
Chloe, as ‘their own.’
Not a day went by
that someone didn’t
ask if she was Italian
or start speaking to
her in the language.”
MEMORABLE HOTEL
CELEBRITY SIGHTING: “I
have a gift for missing
celebrities at hotels by
a day or two – Anthony
Bourdain in Croatia,
Morgan Freeman in
Panama, Jennifer Aniston in L.A. If you want
to run into a celebrity, find out where I’m
staying, then book for
the day after I’ve left.”

C O N TA C T Y O U R V I R T U O S O A D V I S O R
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Photographer

Photographer

Lauryn Ishak

Scott Suchman

Singapore

Washington, D.C.

“Dim Sum Revolution,”
page 68
THE REPORT: “I don’t
work in Hong Kong
often, but I’m very
familiar with the city
as I lived there when
I was younger. Returning is like falling
back into step. It was
interesting to see the
diverse Cantonese
cuisine at restaurants
that didn’t exist when
I was growing up.”

“Vote of Approval,”
page 52
THE REPORT: “It was
a joy to reconnect
with chef Tim Ma
of American Son. I
remember photographing him seven
or eight years ago at
his first restaurant – a
modest 20-seater in
the Virginia suburbs. It
pleases me to no end
to see his rise on the
D.C. dining scene.”

FIRST THING I DO IN
A HOTEL ROOM: “Find

all the light switches,
because I’ve been in
some rooms where it
takes 20 minutes to
locate a tiny hidden
switch that shuts off an
unnecessary light.
And coffee – I’m
always pleased when
there’s good coffee
in my room.”

Writer

Elaine Glusac
Chicago

“Passport,” page 27,
“Montenegro on a
Mission,” page 84, and
“World Cruising 101,”
page 113
THE REPORT: “Montenegro was a real
flashback. Everyone
looked vaguely like my
aunts and uncles, and,
like my family, waiters
insisted we eat all our
food. We spent many
hikes picnicking on
leftover lamb – until
we realized restaurants sell dishes by the
kilo, and the full ‘feeds
four people’ sizes are
just the default.”
MEMORABLE HOTEL
CELEBRITY SIGHTING:

“Whenever I go to The
Peninsula Chicago, I
see someone. The last
was Giada De Laurentiis. She’s as warm as
she seems on TV, but –
if possible – even tinier.”

FIRST THING I DO IN A
HOTEL ROOM: “Unpack
completely, even if
it’s just for one night.
I hate living out of a
suitcase, so everything
goes into the drawers
and onto hangers. I
feel much more settled
that way.”

YOU DIDN’T COME ALL THIS
WAY FOR THE BURGERS.

As the Official Cruise Line of the James Beard Foundation, Windstar’s onboard
dining options are tempting and tantalizing, and deliciously capture the ﬂavor of
the local culture, whether it’s lunch al fresco at Veranda, ﬁne dining in Amphora,
or dessert in Candles all with open seating. Carrying less than 350 guests,
Windstar’s ships take you to the heart of old-world cities, pristine tropical
islands, and places few will ever see.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor Today.

A WORK OF ART ON WATER.
Our ships showcase the best in luxury river cruising.
TM

The one-of-a-kind, award-winning river ships in our
fleet are inspired by the colors, amazing detail and
voyage. Not only is every ship unique, complete with
handcrafted furniture commissioned exclusively
for Uniworld, carefully curated original artwork
and antiques, and a bespoke design scheme, but
each room onboard the ship is as well.

ORIGINALITY IS THE FINEST FORM OF LUXURY.

“Luxury, comfort and service
in all aspects. The decorated
suites, heated bathroom floors,
electronic window-screenings
and smaller lounge bar/coffee
rooms were lovely.”

— Eric —
European Jewels

“S.S. Maria Theresa is a
beautiful ship and we thoroughly
enjoyed our cruise.”

— Kim —

Castles along the Rhine

“The S.S. Joie de Vivre is very
beautiful. The cabins are very
comfortable. We did not have
one complaint the whole time
we were on the ship.”

— Jamey —
Paris & Normandy

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise on
the “#1 River Cruise Line” and to receive exclusive Virtuoso
Voyages Amenities.

37 ITINERARIES ACROSS EUROPE, RUSSIA, ASIA, EGYPT & INDIA • 17 WORK-OF-ART RIVER SHIPS • ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY

eclectic style of the destinations visited on each

The Virtuoso Life

Just Back
BOTSWANA AND ZAMBIA
Helicopter rides, local interactions, and unplugged adventure on a family safari.

HAPPY CAMPERS We stayed at three Wilderness Safaris camps in Botswana and one
in Zambia. Although they differed in size
and style, each welcomed us with its own
personality and friendly vibe. The camps
are built to have a minimal impact on the
environment – no permanent structures
with concrete are allowed. At Abu Camp
in the Okavango Delta, we had our own
private plunge pool in front of our tent.

WILD ENCOUNTERS Each day featured morning
and afternoon game drives. We went on a
walking safari with a herd of elephants at
Abu Camp, gaining a deeper understanding
of elephant conservation, and another one
with white rhinos at Zambia’s Toka Leya. We
also watched a pack of hyenas take down a
young water buffalo and spied on lion cubs
learning how to hunt.
SCENIC SURPRISE During a morning game drive
at Jacana Camp in the Okavango Delta,
a helicopter landed about 50 yards in front
of us. We thought the pilot was lost or having mechanical issues, but he told us he
was there to take us on a flight – we were
absolutely blown away. We saw so many
animals that we wouldn’t have seen from
the safari vehicles.

GIVING BACK In Zambia, we brought supplies
to kids at a school run by Children in the

Wilderness, a nonprofit supported by Wilderness Safaris. The company is huge on sustainability and gave us trees to plant with the
children, who came to meet us even though
they were on a holiday break. Spending time
with them was the highlight of our trip.

TECH-FREE TIME A safari is one of the most
amazing vacations you can take with your
family. Two of the camps didn’t have Wi-Fi,
which forced us to put our phones down and
focus on each other. Our kids told us they
really enjoyed being “unplugged.”
Clockwise from left: Volunteering in
Zambia, a hippo sighting on the Zambezi River, and the Zanatta-Brown clan.
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(SCHOOL AND FAMILY) WILDERNESS SAFARIS, HIPPO (DECLAN BROWN)

The Zanatta-Brown family’s winter break
was one for the books: Mary Kaye Zanatta,
a member of Virtuoso’s Destinations &
Experiences team; her husband, Chris; and
their kids, Declan, 15, and Gigi, 13, traveled
to Botswana and Zambia on a 12-day trip
with Wilderness Safaris. “It seemed like the
right time to take our kids to Africa, and it
turned out to be the trip of a lifetime for all of
us,” Mary Kaye says. She shares her family’s
highlights with Virtuoso Life:

IT’S ISLAND TIME
Some of the Caribbean’s best hotels and resorts are back in action.

KAREN GOLDBERG

Virtuoso’s managing director
of hotels and resorts, Karen
Goldberg, recently set sail
on a seven-day Barbadosto-Sint Maarten cruise on
Seabourn’s 458-passenger
Seabourn Odyssey. She
visited several hotels that are
back in action after sustaining damage from hurricanes
Maria and Irma in late 2017,
including a few in some classic Caribbean outposts. Here, her
hot list from the trip.

with an enticing array of
fresh facilities.

SINT MAARTEN Our final port of

From left: Belmond La Samanna’s beach, Virtuoso’s Karen Goldberg
on board the Seabourn Odyssey, and Le Sereno.

SAINT BART’S The recently reopened Le
Sereno hotel showcases new rooms, plus
a completely rebuilt restaurant, beach bar,
boutique, and fitness center and spa. Cheval
Blanc St-Barth Isle de France debuted

eight to-die-for Beach Suites, plus a new
bar area and restaurant concept. (The
hotel will close at the end of May to finish
updates and reopen this fall.) Hotel Le
Toiny, Le Barthélemy Hotel & Spa, and
St. Barth Properties have all reopened

EFFORTLESSELEGANCE

MEETS CONTEMPORARY

DESIGN

For reservations or more information please
contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

call was Philipsburg, on the
island’s Dutch side. We took
a 30-minute taxi ride over to
the French side to visit the
newly reopened Belmond La
Samanna and its seemingly
endless sandy beach and
refreshed beach bar.

AND MORE Puerto Rico’s
Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve
and St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort,
Anguilla’s Belmond Cap Juluca and
CuisinArt Golf Resort & Spa, and Dominica’s Secret Bay have also recently
reopened, just in time for summer.

P RO M OT I O N

®

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
Around the world with Virtuoso: Travel advisor adventures, industry events, and more.
Virtuoso’s senior
leadership team
convenes for
a few days of
strategic planning meetings at
Mexico’s Rosewood San Miguel
de Allende.

Virtuoso’s
sustainability
ambassador,
Jessica Hall
Upchurch, and
her children,
Benji (left) and
Clay, attend WE
Day Texas. The
Upchurch family cochairs the
charity event.

On a tour of Peru
hosted by Abercrombie & Kent,
travel advisors
meet local farmers and weavers
during a visit to
the Village of
Flowers in the
Sacred Valley.

Forum guests,
from left: Agency
executives Keith
Waldon and Troy
Haas, and advisor
James
Jame
s Strong Il.

Virtuoso agency owners and managers (including, from left, Anne
Scully, Ruth Turpin, and Sharon Fake) attend Virtuoso Forum US &
Canada – an annual networking, collaboration, and professionaldevelopment conference – held earlier this year in Austin, Texas.

Travel advisors
and Virtuoso
partners meet
for networking
sessions at Virtuoso Forum.

SEVEN SOUTH
AT THE RITZ-CARLTON, GRAND CAYMAN

Poised on the entire top-ﬂoor wing of the Ocean Tower at The Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman, a unique luxury
experience awaits at Seven South. With an ultra-exclusive, one-of-a-kind experience, Seven South features the
largest luxury hotel suite conﬁguration in the Caribbean. The lavish Grand Cayman Penthouse suite includes its
own private theater, a breathtaking Italian marble Master Bathroom with oceanfront views, an expansive and fully
furnished outdoor terrace, and more.
The Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman is an oasis of inﬁnite luxuries featuring a collection of unique culinary experiences,
including Blue by Eric Ripert – the only AAA Five Diamond Restaurant in the Caribbean; lavish amenities;
memorable activities featuring Jean Michel Cousteau’s Ambassadors of the Environment, The Ritz-Carlton Golf Club
and more; a magniﬁcent La Prairie Spa and breathtaking views overlooking Seven Mile Beach. Discover an
unmatched collection of experiences at the top luxury resort in the Cayman Islands.

For more information, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

The Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman

@ritzcarltongrandcayman
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WE WELCOME THOMPSON HOTELS
TO THE HYATT FAMILY
You can now earn and redeem points at these participating Thompson Hotels, now a proud part of World of Hyatt.
Whether it’s a quick weekend excursion or the elaborate getaway you’ve been planning for years, World of Hyatt
is committed to giving you more unforgettable places to travel. Book your next big trip today.

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor

THE CAPE

THE BEEKMAN

THOMPSON ZIHUATANEJO

THOMPSON NASHVILLE

Hyatt and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. © 2019 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

THOMPSON SEATTLE

PASSPORT

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

Desert
Bloom

IWAN BAAN

French architect Jean Nouvel’s cantilevered,
petal-like roof conjures a crystallized desert
rose at Doha’s sprawling new National
Museum of Qatar, which surrounds the
restored nineteenth-century Palace of
Sheikh Abdullah bin Jassim Al Thani. Inside,
exhibits tell the story of more than 700
million years of regional history, from bedrock geology to modern Qatari identity.
Displays incorporating music and scents add
context to costumes, photographs, manuscripts, and treasures, such as the Pearl
Carpet of Baroda, an extraordinary piece
woven with emeralds, diamonds, sapphires,
and 1.5 million Basra pearls harvested from
the Persian Gulf. qm.org.qa.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Susan B. Barnes, Michael Frank, Elaine Glusac, Jeff Koehler, and Bethanne Patrick
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ART & CULTURE

THE MAKINGS
OF MIRÓ
For 65 years, Spanish artist Joan Miró spent nearly
every summer at his family farmhouse in Mont-roig del
Camp, Tarragona. Set among olive, almond, and carob trees
just inland from the Mediterranean and some 75 miles from
Barcelona, the site was the wellspring and center
of his creative world, and remains a working organic farm
today. “All my work is conceived in Mont-roig,” Miró once
said. Visitors can now explore the whitewashed farmhouse
depicted in his masterpiece The Farm, its private chapel,
and, most interestingly, the artist’s luminous studio, where
he worked on summer mornings in complete silence.
A paint-splattered blue smock hanging over a wicker chair,
chipped cups of dried paint, and bric-a-brac that fired his
imagination remain just as he left them on his final visit
in 1976. Various must-see subjects that Miró painted are not
far away, including the church of Mont-roig and an ancient
hermitage perched atop red rock cliffs. Barcelona’s Majestic
Hotel can arrange privately guided tours of Mas Miró and
Mont-roig, as well as before-hours visits to the Fundació
Joan Miró in Barcelona that include access to an archive
of drawings and illustrations that’s closed to the public.
Doubles from $395, including breakfast daily and a $90 dining
credit. Privately guided museum tour and Mas Miró excursion,
$1,805 for two, including lunch.

Flexibility is the hallmark of The Shed in New
York City’s newest neighborhood, Hudson
Yards, a 28-acre riverside development complete
with residences, shops, parks, and a school.
Its groundbreaking arts center features a
120-foot-tall telescoping shell that expands to
cover a 17,000-square-foot plaza, creating a
temperature-controlled concert hall. Artistically, the nonprofit Shed is expansive too,
devoted to commissioning original theater,
dance, literature, and film works, as well as music
ranging from classical to hip-hop. Inaugural
programming includes Reich Richter Pärt, pairing
paintings by Gerhard Richter with choral music
by Steve Reich and Arvo Pärt, through June 2;
and the futuristic kung fu musical Dragon Spring
Phoenix Rise, with songs remixed by Sia, June
22 through July 27. theshed.org.
From top: Renderings of The Shed and Miró’s Mont-roig studio.
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(THE SHED) LAWRENCE WEINER, (MIRÓ STUDIO) ARCHIVES FUNDACIÓ MAS MIRÓ

PLAY
IN THE YARDS

© 2019 Cunard. Ships’ Registry: Bermuda.

Expect the exceptional.

Contact your professional Virtuoso Travel Advisor now for expert advice and great value.
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BOOKS

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS
Great Britain’s ancient and strange
“green man” mythology. Lanny is
a young boy whose parents have
moved the family to a country
village after some years in London.
Between local artist Mad Pete and
ancient spirit Dead Papa Toothwort,
there’s no shortage of ideas about
why and how Lanny disappears.
Was he abducted? Did he run off to
the woods? Was one of his parents
involved? The suspenseful end is
beyond nearly every reader’s guess.

 NIMA BY ADAM POPESCU
(Unnamed Press, $28) Raised in
the Himalayas, Nima once believed
her landscape’s vastness was the entire world. But after their brother dies
and their alcoholic father betroths
both Nima and her sister to the same
man, she escapes. Hair chopped,
breasts bound, she disguises herself
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as a male Sherpa and finds work for
a group climbing to one of Mount
Everest’s base camps. For his debut
novel, Popescu draws on his journalism experience covering tourism’s
impact on the region to present a
portrait of a woman, a place, and a
country constrained by traditions,
politics, and extremes.

 LANNY BY MAX PORTER (Gray-

wolf Press, $24) In his follow-up
to the critically acclaimed Grief
Is the Thing with Feathers, Porter
once more uses experimental
structure and unusual characters to investigate the seemingly
mundane, including playing with
text and fonts, and incorporating

 MOSTLY DEAD THINGS BY
KRISTEN ARNETT (Tin House
Books, $25) The Mortons are a
family of Floridian taxidermists.
When oldest sibling Jessa-Lynn
walks into the shop one day to find
her father dead, a suicide, she tries
to keep the business going despite
some familial high jinks, such as
her mother’s lewd photos of dead
animals, her brother’s anomie, and
her sister-in-law’s disappearance –
the last happens to be the only
person Jessa-Lynn has ever loved.
Anyone who has felt desire will find
something of themselves in this
weird paean to families, the ones
we fit into and the ones we don’t.

(PHOTOGRAPHY) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (STYLING) HEIDI ADAMS

 ROUGH MAGIC: RIDING THE
WORLD’S LONELIEST HORSE RACE
BY LARA PRIOR-PALMER (Catapult, $25) After discovering the
Mongol Derby online, 19-year-old
Prior-Palmer set out from her home
in Hampshire, England, to wrap up
a gap year by taking part in what
is generally known as the world’s
longest, toughest equestrian event.
Designed to mimic Genghis Khan’s
postal system, the derby covers
more than 600 miles of steppe,
which riders race across on 25 wild
ponies, swapping for a fresh steed
every 40 clicks. Many never finish.
Not only did Prior-Palmer accomplish the feat, she won, becoming
the youngest person and the first
female to do so. Her warm, wild account of endurance and athleticism
on horseback is unlike any tale
you’ll find.

A place to be yourself.
Or someone else.

One&Only is proud to have Virtuoso representing its collection in
Australia, Dubai, Maldives, Mauritius, Mexico and South Africa.

To ma e a reservation, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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FOOD & SPIRITS

➊

Hook, Line, and Linger

➋

A new tide of sustainable-seafood restaurants
is rising across the country.

Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi chef Edgar Beas has
moved from Santa Fe to
Dune, which draws inspiration from its beachfront
setting in dishes such as
raw-bar yellowfin crudo
with pomelo, mango, and
avocado, and octopus
a la plancha with sofrito.
A charcoal oven turns out
succulent whole roasted
branzino, with eye candy
on the side: ocean views
from inside the glasswalled dining room and
on the expansive terrace.
2200 N. Ocean Boulevard;
dunefl.com.

➌

➍

➎

➏

NEW ORLEANS Long a private
chef for Will and Jada
Pinkett Smith and other
A-listers, Marlon Alexander goes public with Cru
in the Creole-accented
Marigny neighborhood.
Fish, shrimp, and other
seafood get the Southern
treatment in dishes such
as pecan-smoked trout
dip, fish and grits, and pappardelle with mussels. Enjoy crab cakes with a side
of sass during Sunday’s
colorful drag-queen-hosted
brunch. 535 Franklin Avenue; crunola.com.

SAN FRANCISCO Chef Joshua

➑

➐

32

V I RT U O S O L I F E

Skenes of the threeMichelin-starred Saison
baits seafood lovers at
Angler on the Embarcadero waterfront. Views of
San Francisco Bay serve
as a backdrop for elegant

dishes issued from a
32-foot, wood-burning
hearth. Local fishermen
and foragers provide spot
prawns and purple sea
urchin, California king
crab and abalone. Expect
a Los Angeles spin-off
soon, and a suburban
Seattle locale to land in
2021. 132 The Embarcadero;
anglersanfrancisco.com.

TUCSON The Flores clan,
which operates El Charro,
the oldest family-run
Mexican restaurant in
the country, aims to make
a case for the bounty of
the Sea of Cortés with its
new Charro del Rey. Line
up for classic ceviches,
seafood cocktails, and
branzino Veracruz, as well
as inventive hybrids, such
as tamale-stuffed lobster.
178 E. Broadway Boulevard; charrodelrey.com.
WASHINGTON, D.C. In an
1890s stone and heart
pine warehouse overlooking Georgetown’s C&O
Canal, Dyllan’s Raw Bar
Grill divides its focus
between oysters, sushi
rolls, and other uncooked
items and tinned seafood,
including Portuguese
cockles and Galician
mussels at the bar. The
omnivore-enticing grill
turns out delicious limeglazed salmon, cioppino,
and seared Arctic char (as
well as steaks and chops).
1054 31st Street NW; dyllans
rawbargrill.com.

1-2. Dune’s private tasting room and octopus a la
plancha. 3. Oysters at Dyllan’s. 4. Charro del Ray.
5-6. Angler’s open kitchen and purple sea urchin.
7-8. Lobster ceviche and courtyard dining at Cru.

(DYLLAN’S RAW BAR GRILL) TIMOTHY M. YANTZ, (CRU COURTYARD AND LOBSTER CEVICHE) RANDY P. SCHMIDT

FORT LAUDERDALE Former

PRECIOUS
MOMENTS TO LIVE
——————————

© Kittipong Chaimaneewong.

M O R E T HA N
5 0 V I RT U OSO A D D R ESSES
A R O U N D T HE WO R L D

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT
YO U R V I R T U O S O T R AV E L A DV I S O R
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PERSON OF INTEREST

Kornél Magyar
Music Director
Budapest native and multi-instrumentalist
Kornél Magyar learned to play piano as a
child. At age 14 he found a love of percussion, which he went on to study in Southeast Asia. His current gig: ensuring the
music-themed Aria Hotel Budapest hits
all the right notes with guests. He accomplishes this through everything from elevator soundtracks to daily performances by
local musicians – even if it means pulling a
harmonica out of his pocket to join pianists
in the hotel’s Music Garden.
MUSICIAN WHO BEST CAPTURES BUDAPEST’S SPIRIT: Béla Szakcsi Lakatos, aka
“Sa-Chi,” a Roma jazz pianist celebrated
across genres from classic to jazz to pop.
FAVORITE MUSICAL FEATURE AT THE HOTEL:

Our famous Hungarian-made Bogányi
piano. It’s visually stunning – some say it
looks like a black Ferrari or Darth Vader’s
helmet – and it sounds magical during our
daily wine and cheese reception.
ROUGH ESTIMATE OF HOW MANY SONGS
PLAY THROUGHOUT THE HOTEL IN A DAY:

Around 3,000 – and that was rough, as I
listened to all of them in their entirety when
making the playlists.
THE KEY TO CREATING A GREAT ELEVATOR
SOUNDTRACK: Realize this isn’t the place
to expose claustrophobic people to your favorite avant-garde music. You’re supposed
to help them survive.
ON WEEKENDS, WE’LL ALWAYS FIND A FUN
CROWD AT: The ruin bar district for the

party/dance scene. For local jazz, Budapest
Jazz Club holds hot jam sessions every
Friday and Saturday.
WHERE CAN GUESTS HEAR YOU PERFORM?

In February, I played at the Béla Bartók
National Concert Hall, but it’s rare, due
to my other duties. Sometimes I play chillout improvisations on percussion and live
electronics for our hotel yoga sessions.
WHEN YOU’RE OUT ON THE TOWN, WE’LL

or the Palace of Arts for vocalists and classical and world music, or Budapest or Opus
jazz clubs.
Doubles from $350, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.
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STEFAN FUERTBAUER

LIKELY FIND YOU AT: The Music Academy

PRESTIGE AT THE PALAZZO

®

The Palazzo in Las Vegas is known for its Italian grandeur and spacious all-suite
accommodations. We invite you to experience the impressive Prestige at The Palazzo.
Found on the 23rd floor, Prestige features upscale amenities like a Prosecco check-in
and suites located on high floors, making your stay a supremely comfortable one.
•

Daily enhanced continental breakfast

•

Stunning views of Las Vegas

•

Afternoon coffees, teas, and
non-alcoholic beverages

•

Prestige Business Center with copying,
printing, and internet availability

•

Hot and cold appetizers every evening

•

•

Evening cocktail reception with
complimentary alcoholic beverages

Reserved Pool Chairs
(reservations required – limited availability)

•

Private concierge

Enjoy a complimentary upgrade to Prestige at The Palazzo
exclusively through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Passport
GEAR UP

Now You Hear It, Now You Don’t

1

Sony’s WH-1000XM2 headphones win for longest battery
life (30 hours) and cool features
such as an “attention mode” option for chatting without removing
the headset, and technology that
senses motion, such as walking,
to adjust noise-canceling levels.
$350; sony.com.

Our favorite wireless, noise-canceling headphones, plus a lightweight earbud
that excels in sound, features, and ﬁt.

2

Hands down the most comfortable option in the lineup, Bang &
Olufsen’s Beoplay H9i headphones
feature an 18-hour battery life and
auto-playback/pause when removing them for conversations. $500;
bang-olufsen.com.

3

The Bose QuietComfort 35 II
dual-level headphones last 20
hours on a full charge and provide
access to Siri, Google Assistant, or
Alexa. $350; bose.com.

➋

4

➌

➊
➍

Sennheiser’s Momentum
True Wireless earbuds provide
exceptional sound and passive
noise canceling, ﬁt snugly for
jogging and gym workouts, and
pair with users’ preferred digital assistant. As with other wireless buds,
running time (four hours) can be an
issue on long hauls, but in a neat
twist, the carrying case doubles
as a battery pack, storing two full
charges. $300; sennheiser.com.

GOODS TO GO

Business-class-only, boutique airline La Compagnie, which shuttles between New York and
Paris, will launch new, seasonal 74-passenger ﬂights between Newark and Nice from May through
October. French Riviera travelers can pass the time in fully reclining seats with personal iPads
and meals from Michelin-starred chef Christophe Langrée. Round-trip fares from $1,500.
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(HEADPHONES) CHRIS PLAVIDAL/STYLING BY HEIDI ADAMS

Hat Trick
CalPak updates the traditional hatbox to modern utility with a lightweight,
hard-shell piece designed to hold essentials such as headphones, chargers,
and eye masks. With its buckled faux leather handle, the Baye Mini Hat Box
straps onto a roll-aboard case in transit and smoothly transitions from carryon companion to going-out clutch upon arrival. $32; calpaktravel.com.

Redefining
THE RIVER CRUISE EXPERIENCE

uise with complimentary beer & wine during lunch and dinner, Wi-Fi and a variety of shore excursions
om $3,299* per person

AMAMAGNA
DEBUTING ON THE DANUBE THIS MAY
Twice as wide as traditional river cruise ships, the AmaMagna offers more

Voted
Best River
Cruise Line
7 Years in a Row
by Virtuoso

than 50% luxurious suite accommodations. Plus, with five bars, four
unique dining experiences and a variety of leisure opportunities,
AmaWaterways’ latest innovation will far exceed expectations.
7-night cruise with complimentary beer & wine during lunch and dinner,
Wi-Fi, a variety of shore excursions and much more
Starting from $3,299* per person

2018 VIRTUOSO

®

®

Best River Cruise Line

WINNER

SPECIAL OFFER FOR VIRTUOSO GUESTS: Complimentary Shore
Excursion on Select Itineraries or $100 Onboard Credit Per Stateroom
For More Information, See Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Terms & Conditions: Cruise fare is per person, based on double occupancy in a Cat. E and based on availability. Virtuoso Amenity is applicable to individual reservations and groups. Optional tour is limited to
one per passenger/cruise. When optional excursions are unavailable, guests will receive $100 onboard credit in USD per stateroom. Onboard credit is $50 USD per person ($100 USD per stateroom). Optional
tours are subject to availability and itinerary and may not be offered. Subject to change and other conditions apply. Combinable with other promotions in the marketplace. To redeem, must ask for Virtuoso
Amenity at the time of booking. CST#2065452-40

Bon Voyage

AK All the Way
Some 1.3 million passengers are expected to set sail for Alaska in 2019, according to the Cruise Lines International
Association. Two lines will soon make their debuts in the Last Frontier, while another makes a long-awaited return.

 Azamara Club Cruises’ 686-passenger
Azamara Quest will sail from Seward to Vancouver (or reverse) on several 9- and 11-day
itineraries that emphasize destination immersion. During a call in Icy Strait Point, passengers
prep the catch of the day with a local fisherwoman, and in Haines – a small port that larger
ships can’t access – they’ll kayak, bird-watch,
or knock back a few beers at Haines Brewing
Company. Departures: Multiple dates, May 25
through July 30; from $1,299.

Cunard is back in Alaska for the first time
in two decades, with 11-day, round-trip-fromVancouver itineraries on the 2,092-passenger
Queen Elizabeth. And there’s more big news: the
launch of a new spa concept, Mareel Wellness
& Beauty, in partnership with Canyon Ranch. A
Last Frontier-themed treatment includes guided
meditation and stretching, an Alaskan glacial
mud bath, a massage, and a facial. Departures:
Multiple dates, May 21, 2019, through August 29,
2020; from $999.



Visit Ketchikan, Sitka, and six more ports on
Viking Ocean Cruises’ 11-day Vancouver-toSeward sailing. Classic Alaskan experiences
include cruising the Inside Passage and Yakutat Bay, and digging into fresh Dungeness crab
at local restaurants. During at-sea time on the
sleek, 930-passenger Viking Orion, passengers
can spot wildlife from the Explorers’ Lounge or
chill out in the spa’s snow grotto. Departures:
Multiple dates, May 26, 2019, through August 14,
2020; from $5,299.



NEW SHIPS ON THE BLOCK: Debut vessels embarking on their maiden voyages in May will make it easier to explore the Galápagos (Celebrity
Cruises’ 100-passenger Celebrity Flora), soak up culture on the Danube (the 196-passenger AmaMagna from AmaWaterways), and journey to
Antarctica (Hurtigruten’s 500-passenger Roald Amundsen). Get your cabins booked now, cruisers.

Aloha, Summer Break
Small-ship line UnCruise Adventures is well known for its Hawaiian expeditions,
and while the line’s passengers have been paddleboarding and viewing wildlife
around the islands for years, 2019 brings UnCruise’s first summer itineraries. On
an eight-day, round-trip-from-Molokai voyage on the 36-passenger Safari Explorer,
passengers snorkel with manta rays off the island of Hawaii, hike up Lanai’s Sweetheart Rock, and take part in a traditional paina (feast) on Molokai. Departures:
Multiple dates, July 6 through August 10; from $5,195.

38

V I RT U O S O L I F E

Kayakers set off from
the Safari Explorer near
the island of Hawaii.

(ICY STRAIT POINT) AARBOIS/SHUTTERSTOCK, (BALD EAGLE) JUNE JACOBSEN/GETTY IMAGES

From left: Icy Strait Point, Cunard’s Queen Elizabeth, and a bald eagle sighting near Sitka on Baranof Island.

An Iconic Return.
A Legendary Welcome.
August 2019

Rafﬂes Hotel Singapore, 1 Beach Road, Singapore 189673

Suite Talk

Stylish spirits, clockwise from top left: The Versace-inspired cocktail flight at Fairmont Pacific Rim,
gin tasting at Ashford Castle, and big-batch goodness at The London Edition.

RAISE THE BAR
 Learn the art of creating a cocktail punch
during a master class in the 173-room London
Edition’s clubhouse-inspired Punch Room
bar. During the two-hour session, held every
Friday and Saturday afternoon, guests learn
about punch’s seafaring origins, sample five
signature versions (the Punch Room menu
features 30 specialty varieties), and whip up
their own big-batch concoctions to enjoy
under a mixologist’s guidance. Doubles from
$743, including breakfast daily and a $100
hotel credit. Master class, $65.

40

V I RT U O S O L I F E

 A rotating exhibition of vintage couture
dresses at Vancouver, B.C.’s 367-room Fairmont Pacific Rim has inspired a companion
cocktail program in The Lobby Lounge. Up
now: gowns by Gianni Versace and a threedrink flight that includes the Bombshell (Calvados, lemon, rhubarb, grenadine, and sparkling wine), the High Noon (rye, vermouth,
and allspice), and the Pop Art Cosmo (vodka,
mezcal, and raspberry liqueur). Doubles from
$417, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining or spa credit. Cocktail flight, $26.

 Gin is having a moment in Ireland, and at the
83-room Ashford Castle a new tasting experience showcases the country’s acclaimed
Drumshanbo Gunpowder Irish Gin, distilled
at The Shed, a two-hour drive northeast in
County Leitrim. Green tea leaves rolled into
pellets (known as gunpowder tea) mix with
Asian botanicals to give the distillate its distinct notes, highlighted in a series of gin cocktails prepared by bar manager Noli Alngohuro.
Doubles from $765, including breakfast daily
and a $100 dining credit. Gin tasting, $74.

(GIN) THIRD MIND

Hotels are elevating happy hour with boozy seminars, multisensory experiences, and cocktails
that are almost too beautiful to drink. (Just kidding: bottoms up.)

W H AT I F T H E R E W E R E A
R E T R E AT S O E X C L U S I V E ,
IT HAD NO ADDRESS?
On the revolutionary Celebrity Edge®, you’ll experience just that.
We’ve taken the suite life through the roof with The Retreat, featuring
a sundeck and pool, 24/7 lounge, private restaurant, and unparalleled
services and amenities—exclusively for every suite guest. With two
new suite categories, our first two-story Edge Villas and our largest
ever Iconic Suites, traveling the world has never been so luxurious.
Exploring the sparkling Mediterranean May 2019.
Book now.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

©2019 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. All renderings of The Celebrity RevolutionSM represent current design concepts and are subject to change.
Design enhancements will vary by ship and are subject to change. The Celebrity Revolution is a trademark of Celebrity Cruises. 3/2019

Suite Talk

Check In,
Go Shopping
Our new favorite retail amenities:
gorgeous partnerships between
designers and hotels.

1.

3.

1. Oetker Collection’s Eden Being brand fea-

2. Christian Louboutin’s take on the Mo-

3. Skip the robe and throw on loungewear

tures collaborations between luxury companies
and the hotel group. A favorite: the Globe-Trotter
suitcase made for the 37-room Eden Rock – St
Barths. The trunk and hotel drawing inside the
lid bring an island-getaway feeling to every trip.
$1,592, at Eden Rock and edenbeing.com.

roccan babouche – created for the 53-room
Royal Mansour Marrakech – brings the
hotel’s elaborate geometric tilework patterns
to the foot and the designer’s signature red
to the soles. $900, available exclusively at the
Royal Mansour Marrakech boutique.

from La Ligne at The Mark in NYC. The cotton
tee and silk charmeuse pants (with a pattern
inspired by the 150-room hotel’s signature tile
floors) are ready for purchase in the hotel’s 46
suites. Varsity tee, $115, and boudoir pant, $275,
The Mark and leshop.themarkhotel.com.

The 25-suite Huka Lodge’s riverfront perch on New Zealand’s North Island already sets the scene for a romantic proposal – but
when a set of 18-karat pink-gold bands by French jeweler Chaumet is waiting in the in-room safe, a stay gets even dreamier.
Engagement experience from $3,550 per person, including a welcome bottle of Champagne, two nights’ accommodations, all
breakfasts and dinners, and a pair of his and her Chaumet rings.
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2.

For some, it’s sitting down to the first five-star dinner of the trip, and being transported
by the rich, unexpected ﬂavors awaiting you. For others, it’s sailing into an exotic,
remote port without another ship in sight. And for you, it’s the little things.
Discover your moment.

ENJOY THE FINEST CUISINE AT SE A™ ABOARD OUR INTIM ATE AND LUXURIOUS SHIPS.

Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with exclusive Virtuoso benefits,
such as complimentary Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.
MAY1090133

Suite Talk
FIRST LOOK

Roman Holiday
We know where we’ll be sipping spritzes this summer.

F
A Hotel de la Ville Deluxe
Room with a terrace (above),
and Piazza di Spagna, just
around the corner.
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OR ROCCO FORTE
Hotels’ second Rome
property, the brand secured prime real estate:
an eighteenth-century palazzo
atop the Spanish Steps. The 104room Hotel de la Ville opens in
May after a three-year restoration by designer Olga Polizzi
and architect Tommaso Ziffer.
The design channels the Grand
Tour era of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries – when artists and broad-minded travelers
sought cultural enlightenment
and convened at the hotel’s

Via Sistina address, which was
apartments then, later becoming the Hotel de la Ville in the
1920s. Polizzi and Ziffer have
filled guest rooms with contemporary furniture, classic art, bold
patterns, and rich tapestries.
The two-level Studio Junior
Suites are dreamy Italianate
hideaways, and the Presidential
Suite is the city’s largest, with
nearly 1,900 square feet of outdoor terraces. It’s those alfresco
spaces (and their views) that
truly grab you: It feels like Rome
is at your fingertips from many

of the guest rooms, the sixthfloor restaurant, and the chic
rooftop bar. Four more food
and wine outlets are downstairs,
and the hotel will debut the
Irene Forte Skincare spa, a new
wellness concept and Italian
beauty line from Rocco Forte’s
daughter. “It’s a glamorous,
exciting, and fun space,” says
Francesco Roccato, Hotel de la
Ville’s general manager. “Here
you’ll be able to experience the
real Rome.” Doubles from $535,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

BELL AGIO

ADVERTISEMENT

Nothing Short of Unforgettable
Introducing the AAA Five Diamond Bellagio Resort
& Casino. Nestled in the middle of The Strip, Bellagio
attracts travelers from across the globe looking to immerse
themselves in luxury, from our exquisite amenities to
award-winning restaurants to breathtaking views of the
unforgettable Fountains of Bellagio™.

Michael Mina Restaurant & Raw Bar

AFTER DARK: NIGHTLIFE
Bellagio has transformed entertainment on
The Strip, from our spine-tingling smash hit
“O™” by Cirque du Soleil® to a collection of
chic bars and a singular club experience in
Hyde. Hyde is a 10,000-square-foot spectacle
inspired by a seductive Italian Villa. Come early
for cocktails and small plates; stay for the
late-night DJs and live music.

UNRIVALED SUITES
POOLS AND SPA
Bellagio’s one- and two-bedroom suites
are a testament to our commitment to luxury.
We strive to strike a balance between high style
and high tech, offering innovative conveniences
with a touch of warmth – and it’s all provided by
a diligent staff dedicated to your every need.
Suite guests receive an exclusive arrival
experience, including private registration,
pre-arrival concierge services, limo transport
to and from the airport and even access to
the famed Chairman’s Lounge – a private space
offering gourmet refreshments and
botanical garden views.

At Bellagio, we know your Las Vegas escape
is more than suites, dining and entertainment.
That’s why you’ll find boutiques from top
names, luxurious poolside cabanas, barber
services and a 65,000-square-foot spa to
balance your body and mind. From the hotel’s
Euro-inspired design to the sensory experiences
waiting within, we continue to elevate Las Vegas
hospitality. Come discover the jewel of the
Las Vegas Strip.

For reservations, please contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor
Penthouse Suite

WORLD-CLASS DINING
Savor the best in Las Vegas dining. At Bellagio,
globally acclaimed restaurateurs showcase
their culinary masterpieces. Experience
creations from legendary chefs such as
Jean-Georges Vongerichten, Michael Mina,
Julian Serrano and Sirio Maccioni amidst the
stunning backdrop of the iconic Fountains or
the magnificent Conservatory. Celebrity chef
Wolfgang Puck recently brought his signature
style back to Las Vegas with the return of his
flagship restaurant Spago.

Chef Wolfgang Puck, Spago

Suite Talk
FIRST LOOK

Western
Exposure
From the saddle to the
slopes at Utah’s new escape.

O

NE TO 38: THAT’S
the ratio of guests to
acres at The Lodge
at Blue Sky, which
opens this month near Park City,
Utah. The expansive 3,500-acre
Wasatch Mountains retreat
keeps the focus on the great
outdoors year-round, from
fly-fishing during the spring
hatch and horseback riding at
daybreak to heli-skiing down
untracked slopes in winter. Once
guests meet the day’s Wild
West quota, they can repair to
the open-air pool at the Edge
Spa or the private terrace of
their creekside accommodations. (The lodge’s 46 rooms
also make nature the star, with
sleek stone and wood interiors,
and outdoor spaces showcasing
uninterrupted vistas.) Of course,
there’s an antique tavern –
complete with a weekly cowboy
campfire breakfast – and the upscale main restaurant in the Sky
Lodge specializes in wood-grilled
entrees. The proper nightcap: an
old-fashioned from High West
Distillery, where the whiskey is
as good as the outdoor fire pit’s
starlit views. Doubles from $975,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.

Clockwise from top: The
Blue Sky compound,
cocktails at High West,
and an Earth Suite.
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STEP INTO
A WORLD
OF LUXURY

City to Go

Shanghai’s Shift
China’s French-inflected megacity is remaking itself,
fast and fabulously.
BY BARB SLIGL PHOTOGRAPHY BY PATRICK WACK

Clockwise from top left: Shanghai style in
Tianzifang, the Bund, YY bar, the Power Station of
Art, and dumplings at Nanxiang Mantou Dian.
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GO FOR Shanghai is the proverbial
head of China’s dragon, roaring
and massive. With a population
that tops 24 million, China’s
largest cosmopolis rivals any
other. The city’s mutable spirit is
reflected in ancient temples, the
colonial architecture of the Bund
and the former French Concession, futuristic skyscrapers in
Pudong, and a vibrant art scene
that has blossomed in abandoned buildings and manufacturing wastelands. A once-industrial
strip of the Huangpu River has
been transformed into the
Shanghai Corniche, a waterfront
park and promenade stretching to the Bund, and the West
Bund Culture Corridor. There,
the Long Museum showcases
part of China’s largest private art
collection in a facility built around
a revamped coal hopper (that attracts a constant stream of selfietaking influencers), while the Yuz
Museum, founded by another
billionaire collector, occupies a
converted airplane hangar. The
Power Station of Art, China’s

first state-run contemporary art
museum, is housed in a decommissioned power plant (where
Shanghai’s most recent biennale
took place). And opening this
year are the Centre Pompidou
Shanghai, in the West Bund Art
Museum, and Tank Shanghai, an
arts-and-recreation complex that
incorporates giant repurposed
oil tanks.

DRINK Have a cocktail with a view
at Sir Elly’s Terrace at The
Peninsula Shanghai. From the
14th-floor rooftop bar, you can
see the Bund’s art deco sweep,
the neon spread of Pudong
across the Huangpu River, and
most of Shanghai’s almost 1,000
skyscrapers – from the twisty
128-story Shanghai Tower (the
world’s second tallest) to the
bulbous Oriental Pearl Tower.
In the former French Concession, the basement bar YY (125A
Nanchang Road) is a boho lounge
accented with red velvet, wood
paneling, and Mao posters, and

City to Go
ubiquitous soup dumplings.
Savor the steamed “XLB” (xiao
long bao) version at morethan-a-century-old Nanxiang
Mantou Dian (85 Yuyuan
Road), the pagoda-like (and
most touristy) bao spot by
scenic Yuyuan Garden. Local
favorite Yang’s Fry-Dumpling
(97 Huanghe Road) serves
them fried (sheng jian bao) in
an upscale mall in the trendy
Jing’an district. Pro tip: Hold
the broth-filled bao (bun) with
chopsticks over a wide Chinese spoon, nibble a hole in its
side, and slurp the goodness
from within.
For an upscale experience, go
luxe just off the Bund at Bao Li
Xuan in the new Bulgari Hotel
Shanghai, where the dim sum
dumplings are steamed, fried,
or baked.

SHOP City-block-size Tianzifang
(Taikang Road) in the former
French Concession is a maze of
longtang (alleyways) and shikumen (traditional “stone gate”
houses) lined with boutiques,
galleries, restaurants, and streetsnack vendors. Have your name
engraved on a jade chop, pick up
a vintage Buddhist singing bowl
and mala beads, or buy a pair of
Feiyue, the beloved Shanghainese
sneakers created in the 1920s and
used for martial arts practice (the
name means “flying forward”).
Clockwise from top: The Long
Museum, M50 art district, Feiyue sneakers, and a dish at Bao
Li Xuan in the Bulgari Hotel.

steeped in stories of modern-day
Shanghai and the laowai (expats)
who have been coming here for
the past two decades.

EAT No one should leave Shanghai without sampling the city’s
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Wander the M50 art district (50
Moganshan Road), a network of
galleries and studios amid artists’
graffiti in a onetime textile mill
by Suzhou Creek, just north of
Jing’an. ShanghART, a pioneer
in the Shanghai contemporary
art landscape, showcases bigname Chinese artists, but work
by emerging local talent and
artisans (from photography and
furniture to clothing and leather

TIP
“Among Shanghai’s 34
Michelin-starred restaurants,
YongFoo Élite is the only one
that serves Shanghai cuisine.
It’s located in the former
British Consulate, built in
1930. Don’t miss the braised
pork in brown sauce, a classic
Shanghai dish.”
– Alex He, Virtuoso travel advisor, San Francisco, California

goods) also fills the many nooks
and crannies here.

STAY Capella Shanghai Jian Ye Li
enfolds guests in a heritage
shikumen block in the former
French Concession, where
French expats and then hundreds
of Shanghainese families lived in
the 1930s-era stone-gate townhouses. Its 55 villa suites showcase a mix of classic French and
chinoiserie design, and the hotel
has a boulangerie and comptoir
by three-Michelin-starred chef
Pierre Gagnaire. Villas from $563,
including an upgrade (if available)
at time of booking, breakfast daily,
a complimentary minibar, and a
$100 hotel credit.
Amanyangyun, on the city’s
outskirts, features Ming and
Qing dynasty houses transplanted from inland China,
along with 1,000-year-old camphor trees, to save them from
destruction when a dam was
built. This old-meets-new sanctuary with 13 villas and 24 suites
offers calligraphy lessons, tea
ceremonies, and incense-making classes. Suites from $745,
including breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.

Co co Beach C lub SM — Perfect Day at CocoCay

A REFRESHING
CHANGE OF PLACE

This isn’t vacation time spent. It’s ever y moment refined and redefined. Like the ultimate beach day at Coco Beach Club, an
exclusive enclave of Per fect Day at CocoCay, opening in December. Kick back and cue the views in the first over water cabanas
in The Bahamas. Find per fect ten zen at the beachfront infinit y pool. Plus savor new Mediterranean flavors at The Grille. And the
adventure star ts before you even arrive, onboard the boldest ships at sea — with personalized Royal Suite Class amenities and
incredible accommodations where luxur y is any thing but boring. Only on Royal Caribbean ® .

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more about Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits.
2017 & 2018 VIRTUOSO

®

Best Multi-Generational
Program – Cruise

WINNER

Royal Suite Class program beneﬁts, amenities and services vary by suite category, ship and itinerary, and are subject to change without notice. Additional program terms apply. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details. Coco Beach Club and overwater cabanas are scheduled to open December 2019.
All destination features and experiences, and related delivery timing for these features, are currently in development and are subject to change without notice. Images and messaging for Perfect Day at CocoCay reﬂect current design concepts and may include artistic renderings.
Perfect Day and CocoCay are trademarks of Royal Caribbean. ©2019 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 19067103 • 3/13/2019

The Radar

VOTE OF APPROVAL
D.C. chefs are getting personal, with delicious results.
BY ADAM ERACE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT SUCHMAN

S

OMETIMES RESTAUrants drop a gift with
the check: a couple of
truffles, thimbles of
herbal amaros, tropical tiles
of pâte de fruit shimmering
with sugar. At American Son in
Washington, D.C., you get a fish.
The restaurant, which
opened last October, is chef
Tim Ma’s tribute to his upbringing by Chinese parents in rural
Arkansas. Inside the menu’s
front cover, a handwritten note
from Ma to his parents reads,
“You taught us a language you
did not know, fed us food you
could not cook, and immersed
us in a culture you did not
understand. And with that we

became American, though we
looked worlds apart.” When
Ma’s parents would introduce
him to other Chinese people,
they would call him their “American son,” the note continues,
“to explain why I couldn’t speak
Chinese, why I didn’t know our
culture, or why I didn’t like our
food, but I am proud of who you
allowed me to become.”
Like Ma, chefs all around D.C.
are telling their personal stories
through food. For Javier Fernandez at Kuya Ja’s Lechon Belly
in Rockville, Maryland, that’s
slow-roasted Filipino-style pork
belly and spring-roll-like lumpia
as thin and crisp as pirouette
cookies. For Sebastian Oveysi at

From left: Kith/Kin’s
Kwame Onwuachi
and his king crab
curry with plantain
chips. Above: The
Jefferson Memorial.
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Amoo’s Restaurant in McLean,
Virginia, it’s four different Iranian styles of rice, plus tahdig,
the golden, buttery, bottom-ofthe-rice-pot specialty. Daniela
Moreira at Timber Pizza Co., a
pizzeria with a cultish following in
D.C.’s Petworth neighborhood,
makes flaky empanadas based
on a dough recipe and technique
her grandmother taught her in
Córdoba, Argentina.
And for Ma, it’s a pastiche
of Asian and American culinary traditions that converge
in dishes such as spaghetti
squash ssam – a nest of roasted
squash threads served with
ssamjang and peanut sauces,
fried garlic and shallots, “everything” bagel and togarashi
seasonings, limes, and butterlettuce cups for DIY wrapping –
which I devoured at American
Son’s bustling bar. The dish
references Korea, Malaysia,

The Radar

Japan, and Jewish deli tradition,
all in one frilly green bundle.
Down at The Wharf, a slick
real estate development on
a channel of the Potomac,
chef Kwame Onwuachi charts
the African diaspora at Kith/
Kin. In a dining room as broad
shouldered and corporate as
a Brooks Brothers suit, the
florid cooking comes across
in Technicolor. Hunks of king
crab bathed in buttery yellow
curry sauce were spiked with
fermented habaneros and finger
lime. Tender oxtails rode in on
a cushion of perfectly cooked
jasmine rice. Green seasoning,
a Trinidadian marinade whose
aromatics include cilantro,
scallion, ginger, and Scotch
bonnet peppers, lit up a braised
goat shoulder whose morsels
gathered in a ceramic bowl with
bubbly roti. “This is the food of
my people,” says Onwuachi. “I
always joke with my guests that
this is just my Thanksgiving on
a menu.”
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On the opposite side of the
Mall, in a discreet town house
just off the U Street Corridor,
father and daughter Hiroshi
and Cizuka Seki have been running Izakaya Seki since 2012.
I passed Hiroshi, 72 and still
crushing counter service at the
first-floor bar, while heading to
the cozy upstairs dining room
for ethereal fried oysters, rice
balls with salted-plum centers,
and crackly skinned hamachi
collar. I washed the snacks
down with highly floral Oze no
Yukidoke junmai daiginjo from
the interesting sake list Cizuka
curates with helpful, succinct
descriptions such as, “If you like
Chartreuse, you’ll like this.” I felt
seen, and ordered a carafe.
Back at American Son, I balanced the sake consumption
with a B-Complex, an effervescent zero-proof cocktail made
with lemon juice, sparkling
water, and toasted-rice orgeat
syrup. The citrus Rice Krispie
treat balancing on the rim, I

saved for dessert, which I ate
as the bartender passed the bill
and the aforementioned fish
across the counter.
The Taiwanese toy comes
packaged in a plastic envelope.
Per its instructions, you place
the red cellophane fish in your
palm, and it tells your fortune
based on the way it reacts to

Clockwise
from top left:
American Son’s
Tim Ma, his
magret duck
breast with
roasted squash
and pumpkin
puree, The
Wharf, Izakaya
Seki’s sake and
fried oysters,
Timber Pizza
Co. chef Daniela
Moreira, and
diners at Timber.

your skin: A moving head means
jealousy, a moving tail means
indifference, and so forth. After
a moment, my fish stretched
its head skyward. Its tail began
waving. I consulted the legend,
thinking of all the food stories I’d
consumed in D.C. “Moving Head
and Tail… In Love,” it said. But I
could have told you that already.

TIP
Redefining
Caribbean
Luxury

“There’s no shortage of places to eat and drink at D.C.’s new Wharf. In nice weather,
head to La Vie’s waterfront terrace for cocktails with a view, or, if you’re at Kith/Kin,
save dessert for gelato at local favorite Dolcezza.”
– Beth Washington, Virtuoso travel advisor, McLean, Virginia

ROLL CALL

The Wymara Villas

Our yeas on where to dine and sleep in D.C.

EAT
Son: Creative American cooking
from one of D.C.’s sharpest young chefs. 1201 K
Street NW; americanson1978.com.
 Amoo’s Restaurant: Soulful, herbaceous
Iranian cooking just across the border in
McLean, Virginia. 6271 Old Dominion Drive;
amoosrestaurant.com.
 Izakaya Seki: Excellent sushi, fried snacks,
and noodles, with a killer sake library. 1117 V
Street NW; sekidc.com.
 Kith/Kin: Electrifying cooking inspired by the
chef’s family heritage in New Orleans, Nigeria,
Trinidad, and Jamaica. 801 Wharf Street SW;
kithandkindc.com.
 Kuya Ja’s Lechon Belly: Filipino roast pork
and more in a Rockville, Maryland, strip mall.
5268-H Nicholson Lane; kuyajas.com.
 Timber Pizza Co.: Nighttime pizza – and
morning bagels on weekends – with a devoted
following in Petworth. 809 Upshur Street NW;
timberpizza.com.
 American

Elevate your ordinary vacation at one of

STAY
Coffee-brined boar, ’nduja-spiced oyster
stew, and foie mousse with caramel apple
praline are just a few dishes on the menu at
the Michelin-starred Blue Duck Tavern, which
anchors the lobby of the Park Hyatt Washington D.C., home to 220 rooms with Craftsmanstyle furniture, natural-stone baths, and pops
of denim and gold. Doubles from $350, including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.


our seven exquisite and private oceanfront
Villas in Turks + Caicos. Wymara Villas are
the ultimate in luxury with contemporary
indoor and outdoor architecture, two private
pools and an over-the-water swim platform
with direct ocean access. Each villa provides
the perfect backdrop for large gatherings or
intimate evenings.
Located just minutes from the main resort,

Welcoming guests in style since 1928, the
145-room Hay-Adams is one of the capital’s
grande-dame power-player hotels. Dinner at
The Lafayette features continental classics such
as Dover sole and beef Wellington, while scarlet
lounge Off the Record keeps it casual with sliders
and cheese plates. Doubles from $339, including
breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.


indulge in an array of amenities including
the beach club on Grace Bay Beach,
two on-site restaurants and more. Discover
the getaway that will keep you coming
back for years to come.

Contact your preferred Virtuoso Travel
Advisor for additional details and to book
M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 9
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your Wymara getaway.

We’re bringing the world
closer together

One vacation at a time.
CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW & NOTEWORTHY
HOTEL EXPERIENCES
This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso-preferred hotels and
resorts offers exceptional experiences and exclusive amenities
you'll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

BUONCONVENTO (TUSCANY), ITALY

SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Borgo
Finocchieto

Four Seasons Hotel
São Paulo at Nações Unidas

The NoMad Hotel
Los Angeles

This private
luxury village
sleek, boutique
hotel
sits atopthe
sixintrinsic
acres ofbeauty,
rolling
reflects
Tuscan
hills
near
Brunello
energy,
and
richthe
culture
of
wine-growing
district.
downtown Seattle.

Enter a world of attentive
service and sumptuous
spaces, splashed with
vibrant Brazilian color.

Formerly the Bank of Italy,
this neoclassical landmark
blends seamlessly into the
vibrant tapestry of L.A.

Custom-tailored experiences await at
this impeccably restored 800-year-old
village. Enjoy exclusive use of the entire
property by booking the Manor House,
which accommodates 18 guests; up to
26 additional guests can be lodged in
village houses. For group reservations,
contact your Virtuoso advisor to
access an exclusive promotion.

Relax and have a signature drink
at the hotel’s Caju Bar. Retreat
to accommodations that evoke
sophistication and melt away stress
with an invigorating massage at the
spa. Work out at the high-end fitness
center and dine on classic Italian
dishes with Brazilian flair. This is
São Paulo at its best!

Elegant decor draws inspiration from
Italy in the custom-furnished rooms
and suites. Beneath the building’s
original 1920s ceiling, world-class
wines are served with dishes
made from fresh local ingredients,
envisioned by chef Daniel Humm.
Soak up skyline views over cocktails
in the Rooftop Bar and by the pool.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food and
beverage credit per stay.

PERTH, AUSTRALIA

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

Crown Towers
Perth

Shangri-La Hotel,
Sydney

Hotel
Californian

Experience personalized
service and a hotel unlike any
other, showcasing world-class
design and unprecedented
resort facilities.

Nestled within the historic
Rocks District, soak up vistas
of Sydney Opera House and
Sydney Harbour Bridge.

Within its original 1925
facade, this seaside
destination celebrates the
“American Riviera.”

Savor an award-winning dining
experience at Altitude, the hotel’s
signature restaurant on the 36th floor.
Exercise in the gym, and swim in the
heated indoor pool. Rejuvenate with
ancient Asian healing treatments
at CHI, The Spa, and retreat to your
spacious, elegantly appointed guest
room or suite.

Located steps from the beach,
Union Station, and the city’s vibrant
Funk Zone. Indulge in Turkishinspired spa treatments or take a
dip in the rooftop pool, savoring
panoramic views. Bite into freshbaked pastries, sip cocktails with a
Moroccan twist, and enjoy distinctive
dining options.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 hotel
credit per stay.

From fine dining to quick bites to
stylish bars, enjoy a wide array of
dining and nightlife options. The
multitiered pool area features
expansive heated lagoon pools and
plush daybeds, while the indulgent
La Prairie treatments at Crown Spa
will transport you to another world.
VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: $100-value
hotel credit per stay; and access to
Crystal Club Lounge.

ADVERTISEMENT

TAKE YOUR TRAVEL TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Discover more than 1,300 top hotels and resorts around the world
where Virtuoso travelers enjoy these exclusive amenities:
ROOM UPGRADE, WHEN AVAILABLE • BREAKFAST FOR TWO DAILY •
EARLY CHECK-IN AND LATE CHECKOUT, WHEN AVAILABLE •
COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI • VIRTUOSO AMENITY

MERANO, ITALY

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

IBIZA, SPAIN

Castel
Fragsburg

The Jaffa, a Luxury
Collection Hotel, Tel Aviv

Nobu Hotel
Ibiza Bay

Experience the alchemy of
body, mind, soul, and voice
during a transformational
sacred arts retreat.

Discover modern comforts
within nineteenth-century
grandeur in the city’s most
fashionable neighborhood.

Settle
intoboutique
the soothing
This
sleek,
hotel
rhythms
of islandbeauty,
life
reflects
the intrinsic
in this
energy,
and ultimate
rich culture of
seaside
playground.
downtown
Seattle.

This historic hunting lodge is tucked
away on a sun-drenched mountainside
where crisp alpine air mingles with
glorious Mediterranean sunshine.
Gourmet fare is transformed into
award-winning culinary art. Lose
yourself to harmonizing body
treatments, the power of nature,
and life in its purest form.

Choose a room or suite in the
contemporary building, or historic
wing boasting arched windows and
lofty ceilings. Dine on a blend of
Italian, American, and Mediterranean
fare, and sip cocktails under stainedglass windows in the one-of-a-kind
Chapel Bar. Take in a sauna, massage,
or beauty treatment in the spa.

Enjoy the tantalizing cuisine served
at three restaurants and a pool bar.
Let spontaneous days transform into
spirited nights. And turn back time
with anti-aging treatments. Book
a three-night stay by May 31, 2019,
and receive a complimentary spa
treatment per person, per stay on
travel through October 19, 2019.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: 50-minute
massage for two, once per stay; and
one sound medicine ritual.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value
food and beverage credit per stay.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: Lunch for two
at Chambao, once per stay.

Interview

Why We Travel
Judy and Scott Phares commit to a life of never-ending adventure.
INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN
Europe and then, after graduate school, through India, Thailand, and Indonesia, and that
opened up the world for me.
When I first met Scott,
through a mutual friend,
we bonded over travel. He
was talking about taking his
13-year-old daughter to Disney
World, and I had just taken my
12-year-old son. We were on the
same plane: FastPasses, Space
Mountain, and all that stuff.
We decided a few years ago
that we would travel full-time.
Scott’s 67. I’m 57. We’ve been
married seven years. He was
in tech. I worked in advertising,
Clockwise from left: Honeymooning
on Bora-Bora, on safari in Kenya,
and the big day down under.

J
60

V I RT U O S O L I F E

up with her just before a trip
to Cuba – they’re also hitting
Baja California, Montréal,
Tahiti, Tonga, and Australia
this year, before a Caribbean New Year’s cruise
with SeaDream Yacht Club.
Virtuoso travel advisor Rhona
Wendler of Baltimore, Maryland, keeps the couple moving,
moving, moving.

My number is 81 – a few more
new countries this year, and I’ll
be up to 90.
I didn’t grow up traveling. I
grew up in the Midwest and
learned to speak French. I
became fluent while studying
abroad in Paris and Barcelona,
where I learned Spanish. After
college, I backpacked through

Diving in Mozambique
and (above) hiking near
Minaret Station on New
Zealand’s South Island.

JUDY AND SCOTT PHARES

UDY PHARES GETS
so enthusiastic when
talking about travel,
you sometimes need to
slow her down. She and her
husband, Paul Scott Phares,
who split time between homes
in Connecticut, Baltimore, and
Manhattan, visited all seven
continents in 2018, and there’s
no letup in sight. We caught

Interview

“We went to
the market
in Hong Kong
where they make
snake soup.
Fortunately
for me, it
wasn’t snake
soup season!”

banking, and marketing.
Retiring to see the world, and
learning as much as we can
about people, animals, food,
and geography – it’s the best
decision we ever made.
My travel advisor laughs
because I read Virtuoso Life
and rip pages out and text
her immediately and say,
“I was thinking about Russia.
Or Lizard Island. Or going back
to Antarctica.” She’s very good
at staying calm.
Scott and I are both scuba
divers and love to snorkel too.
We’re spending a few nights this
spring in Bora-Bora at the Four
Seasons. Then we’ll do National
Geographic’s expedition cruise
on the Orion from Tahiti to the
Marquesas. It’s off the beaten
path and photo-focused – my
husband’s into nature photography – and absolutely gorgeous. Then we’ll go to The
Brando for five days. In August,
we’re going back to Laucala in
Fiji, where we spent our honeymoon. We love everything
about that place.
Our kids now are 22, 24, and 31.
One’s in Philly, one’s in Chicago,
one’s in L.A. It’s hard to pin
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The Romance Museum on
Trinidad, Cuba’s Plaza Mayor
and (left) birding on South
Georgia island.

down three adults, especially
with significant others in the
mix. But we find that a cruise
works really well for a family
like ours. We love SeaDream –
the suites, the personal attention – it’s paradise.
In early 2018, we spent 24 days
on a National Geographic/Lindblad Expeditions cruise to the
Falkland Islands, South Georgia, and Antarctica. On board,
we met an amazing couple,
Sharon and Tom. Flash forward
to September: We walked into
a Wilderness Safaris camp in
Botswana, and there they were!
It can be a very small world.
Food tours are probably my
favorite trip activity. We’ve
done them in London, Manila,

and Dubai. Rhona arranged
one in Marrakech, and we were
eating things like snails that
I never thought I’d eat. Last
spring, we went to the market
in Hong Kong where they make
snake soup. Fortunately for me,
it wasn’t snake soup season!
On our first trip with Micato
Safaris, my mother died after
a short illness while we were
away, which was a shock.
Micato helped us make a
donation to AmericaShare,
its charity, in my mother’s
honor, and they had a condolence card in our room the
next morning. When we got to
Franschhoek in South Africa’s
Western Cape, we stayed at
La Residence, where Rhona
and the hotel manager helped

us coordinate a tree-planting
ceremony at the local elementary school. My mom was
a social worker, and I knew
honoring her with a tree at a
school would be really meaningful. We went back last fall,
and the tree was starting to
flower a little bit. It means so
much to me.

WHERE NEXT? We’re going to
see polar bears in Churchill,
Canada, this year. I’m obsessed
with going to Papua New
Guinea, both for the diving and
the culture, and I also want to
go to Brazil’s Pantanal to see
jaguars. Oh, and I’ve never
been to China, but my nephew
is starting to work there in
June, so we’ll definitely go.

E V E RY

LUXURY
S T ROLLI NG THE
MEDIE VAL STREETS…

IN C LU D E D

Along the waterfront, my eye catches the shimmer of Monte Carlo.
I can hardly believe we were there last night, gallivanting through the glitz
and glamour. Now we’re heading to charming Èze for what we are told
will be an unforgettable experience — a gourmet meal prepared
by the Master Chef at the legendary La Chévre d’Or.

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS,
PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

ENJOY VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS ON A
WIDE ARRAY OF SAILINGS: Onboard host, private
welcome reception and an exclusive shore experience

Inspired By

1.
OLIVIA VON HALLE

Coco Ivy silk pyjama, $525,
oliviavonhalle.com

2.
AROMATHERAPY ASSOCIATES

3.

Polishing body brush, $32,
nordstrom.com

SEED TO SKIN BY
BORGO SANTO PIETRO

Bath Nectar, $118,
seed-to-skin.com

Hotel Baths
The most relaxing way to soak in a little culture.
For certain travelers, the biggest thrill of check-in is the bathtub reveal. And
no wonder: Nothing says “I’m on vacation” quite like a soak in a superlative
tub – be it a sleek, freestanding 65th-floor number with glittering views
of a metropolis below, an alfresco copper vessel at a safari lodge, or this
classic claw-foot at Borgo Santo Pietro in Tuscany. These are the tubs
that could make bath lovers out of even the most die-hard shower purists,
the fanciful flourishes that make hotel living a little more decadent than
real life and a lot more fun. So break out the bubble bath – and the bubbly,
if that’s your thing – and immerse yourself in the suite life. Borgo Santo
Pietro doubles from $640 and Dina Ferri Garden Suite (shown) from
$2,175, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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SILVERSEA’S ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE
• Spacious, ocean-view suites

• Inclusive room service

• Butler service in every suite

• Complimentary Wi-Fi for all suites

• Onboard gratuities

• Enrichment lecturers

• Personalized service – nearly one crew
member for every guest
• Multiple restaurants, diverse cuisine
and open seating dining

• Beverages in suite and throughout
the ship, including champagne,
select wines and spirits

FREE ROUNDTRIP ECONOMY AIR OR BUSINESS CLASS AIR FOR $1,499 EACH WAY
WHEN YOU BOOK BY MAY 31, 2019

GET POLARIZED
LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER
TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY OF THE
ANTARCTIC PENINSULA.

Polar beauty has never been for everyone. Silversea Expeditions take you to the edge of the world with all the comforts you
love. Aided by a team of world-class experts, our ultra-luxury ships are modern gems of design, excelling in both ﬁne living and
exploration. #ThisIsSilversea

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your Silversea expedition
and enjoy exclusive Virtuoso Voyages beneﬁts.

On the Table

Dim Sum Revolution
The chefs reinventing Hong Kong’s traditional Cantonese cuisine.
BY SARAH TRELEAVEN PHOTOGRAPHY BY LAURYN ISHAK

From left: Food prep at Bo Innovation; gold-dusted charcoal custard buns, a sweet
potato bun, crispy wontons, and the dim sum platter at Social Place; and a traditional
Hong Kong junk boat in Victoria Harbour.

B

O INNOVATION IS THE KIND OF PLACE WHERE

a waiter might wince if a single drop of sparkling water falls from the bottle onto the table.
But this Hong Kong institution still manages to
pull off a playful vibe. Antique toys line the walls, and the
restaurant’s tasting menu is ambitious yet cheeky: A few
minutes after I sit down, the Child’s Play dish arrives, and
I bite into a savory egg waffle stuffed with spring onion
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and jamón ibérico. It’s an homage to a classic Hong Kong
food (the egg waffle), with a decidedly liberal twist.
Hong Kong’s culinary scene has long been famous for its
ritzy international offerings and traditional dim sum, but
over the last several years, it has quietly undergone a renaissance. Local chefs across the city are modernizing many
of the cuisine’s most classic dishes and breaking free of
Cantonese conventions, which tend to favor seafood, rice,

On the Table
and braised meats prepared in highly specific ways. What’s more, these restaurants
represent the emergence of distinct Hong
Kong creations, which have sometimes been
brushed aside by a legacy of colonialism and
traditional Chinese influence. Hong Kong’s
new Cantonese cuisine belongs exclusively
to itself, and it showcases the diverse details
of life in this subtropical city.
Clockwise from top:
Social Place, Hong
Kong’s Central district, Bo Innovation’s
Everything Lotus
dessert, and South
Australian scallop,
grouper, caviar, and
egg white dumplings
at Mott 32.

The Trailblazer

BO INNOVATION
Self-taught chef Alvin Leung – known as
the “Demon Chef” – paved the way for modern Cantonese cuisine when he opened
this three-Michelin-starred restaurant in
2003, using molecular-gastronomy techniques to add levity, texture, and intrigue
to familiar dishes. Leung’s food (he calls it
“X-Treme Chinese”) offers an elaborately
presented dining experience in the form of
an 18-course tasting menu featuring dishes
that lean heavily on nostalgia, including
tributes to Bruce Lee, former fishing villages now full of skyscrapers, and personal
childhood favorites. Leung transforms everyday dishes, from a beef brisket noodle
soup enlivened by strips of tender beef in a
rich broth to “chicken congee” in the form
of risotto topped with abalone and sharp
spring onions. In a city teeming with options, this is a contender for the premier
dinner-as-theater experience. Shop 8, 1/F
The Podium, J. Senses, 60 Johnston Road, Wan
Chai; boinnovation.com.
Subterranean Magic

MOTT 32
Taking the escalator down to this space
in the basement of the Standard Chartered Bank Building in Central feels like
descending into an intimate lair that Bond
villains might favor for a power lunch. The
food, however, is all goodness and light,
the air fragrant with sizzling garlic. The
honeyed char siu – a classic barbecued pork
dish that’s omnipresent, with some small
tweaks, across the city – is tender, with fabulous caramelized bits. Chef Lee Man Sing,
who earned two Michelin stars while at The
Landmark Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong
(and also recently opened Mott 32’s sister
restaurant, John Anthony), balances flavors
expertly: Dumplings bursting with grouper
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FEEL FREE TO LIVE IT UP.
Feel like having a butler unpack your luggage? Feel Free. Welcome to The Haven by Norwegian ®, an
exclusive enclave at the top of the ship accessible by private keycard with our most luxurious accommodations.
Bask in tranquility in The Haven Courtyard with a private pool and sundeck. Indulge in the unparalleled personal
service of a certified butler and concierge, who will make all your arrangements on board and on shore, so
you can focus on spending quality time with loved ones. Plus, you’re just steps away from unique specialty
restaurants, award-winning shows and the exciting activities your ship has to offer. Experience true luxury at
sea on a vacation you’ll never forget with Norwegian Cruise Line.

BOOK AND RECEIVE UP TO $300 IN ONBOARD
CREDIT PER STATEROOM ON SELECT SAILINGS.
PLUS, ENJOY ALL OF NOREWEGIAN’S FREE AT SEA
AMENITIES WHEN YOU BOOK THROUGH YOUR
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.
©2019 NCL Corporation Ltd. Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and USA

CERTIFIED BUTLER

38715 03/19

LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS

THE HAVEN RESTAURANT

On the Table
when pricey meats were fried in an oil that
was then used as a condiment to stretch the
flavor. Cocktails incorporate local ingredients such as chrysanthemum and pandaninfused fernet. UG/F, 52-56 Staunton Street,
Central; happyparadise.hk.
The New Dim Sum

SOCIAL PLACE
Dim sum is Hong Kong’s iconic meal, and
the city is full of options, ranging from
Michelin-starred fine dining to cheap and
cheerful neighborhood joints with birdcages hanging from the ceiling. The mission
for Social Place (part of a three-restaurant
chain started three years ago in Hong Kong)
was to create a hip atmosphere for a younger clientele less interested in stodgy food
traditions. On a recent Saturday, the Tsim
Sha Tsui location was full of multigenerational families enjoying a style of dim sum
that incorporates in-vogue ingredients
such as pickled ginger and black truffles.
The black charcoal buns filled with custard
and swiped with gold taste like egg tarts,
and were clearly created with Instagram in
mind, and the fiery and tender Szechuan
fried chicken introduces a bright, refreshing
mango sauce served in an eggshell that elevates the dish’s flavor and cools the palate.
Shop 303, Silvercord, 30 Canton Road, Tsim
Sha Tsui, Kowloon; socialplace.hk.
Dinner Party

HO LEE FOOK
Clockwise from top left: Happy Paradise’s
sweet-and-sour spin on the pork chop, manekineko (fortune cat) decor at Ho Lee Fook, and the
Happy Paradise bar. Opposite: Lamb dan dan
noodles at Ho Lee Fook.

are topped with tiny dunes of black caviar,
and cumin-heavy lamb is served alongside
white fungus and okra. 4-4A Des Voeux Road,
Central; mott32.com.
Bright Lights, Big Cuisine

HAPPY PARADISE
The dominant decor feature at this hip diner
that opened in 2017 is neon lighting – bright
rays fan out across walls covered in mintgreen and dusty-pink tiles, and multicolor
sculpture art glows over the well-stocked
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bar. May Chow – named Asia’s Best Female
Chef in 2017 – likens her restaurant to a
Wong Kar-Wai movie, influenced by Hong
Kong’s teahouses, massage parlors, and
mah-jongg rooms. The menu is full of fun,
lighthearted references, swapping familiar ingredients for surprising alternatives,
such as Hong Kong’s ubiquitous sweet and
crispy egg waffles – but made with sourdough and served with bottarga (salty fish
roe) whip. Char siu arrives at tables atop rice
doused with pork oil, a throwback to times

The first thing diners see when they walk
into Ho Lee Fook is a bright, open kitchen
where chef Jowett Yu and his hyperfocused
team prepare the evening’s meals. The dusky
subterranean dining room is more convivial:
Loud, old-school hip-hop competes with
conversation from an animated crowd, and
light boxes covering the walls illuminate art
depicting classic Hong Kong city scenes. The
menu offers a range of reinvented familystyle dishes: Shrimp toast draws sweetness
from creamy mayonnaise, and generous
hunks of lamb and chili oil complement dan
dan noodles coated in sweet peanut sauce.
Save room for the “Breakfast 2.0” dessert –
the sweet cornflakes, walnut oatmeal, cocoa
coffee crumbs, and ice cream present a delightful twist on sugar cereal in milk. Ground
floor, 1-5 Elgin Street, Soho; holeefook.com.hk.

TIP

EAT, SLEEP, REPEAT
Hong Kong hideaways with meals as satisfying as the views.

“At Man Mo Dim Sum in the Sheung Wan
neighborhood, the chefs respect Cantonese tradition
but reinvent dim sum: They use beef instead of pork
in barbecued buns, and Nutella makes its way into
dessert, which is popular with local children.”
– Gwen Leung, Virtuoso travel advisor, Hong Kong

 The

312-room RitzCarlton, Hong Kong
occupies floors 102
to 118 of the city’s
tallest building, in
West Kowloon; guests
drop their bags
and head straight
up to the futuristic
Ozone rooftop bar. If
you’re going to have
traditional Cantonese, do it here at the
two-Michelin-starred
Tin Lung Heen, or go
for Italian at Tosca,
which holds its own
Michelin star. Doubles
from $468, including
breakfast daily and a
$100 hotel credit.

 Opened in March

reigns at the Michelinstarred Summer
Palace in the 565-room
Island Shangri-La,
Hong Kong in the
Central district. Light
fills the guest rooms
(complete with crystal
chandeliers and bright
wallpaper) through
floor-to-ceiling windows, and seven other
restaurants showcase
seafood, Japanese
cuisine, and more.
Doubles from $408,
including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining
credit or private oneway airport transfer.

in the city’s Kowloon
district, the 413-room
Rosewood Hong
Kong adds eight new
outlets to the city’s
culinary landscape,
including Chinese cuisine at Holt’s Café and
The Legacy House, and
experimental cocktails
at DarkSide. Other
reasons to check in:
the multilevel Asaya
wellness outpost and
spacious outdoor garden spaces. Doubles
from $550, including
breakfast daily and
a $100 dining or
spa credit.

THE PALMS

THE PALMS

THE SHORE CLUB

 Cantonese also

THE SHORE CLUB

H OW D O YO U L I K E YO U R LU XU RY ?

THE VILLAS AT THE SHORE CLUB

The sumptuous Villas at The Shore Club are
open and ready to receive guests.

EFFORTLESS? OR BRILLIANTLY UNCONVENTIONAL?
The reﬁned sophistication of The Palms on Grace Bay Beach, consistently honored by travel publications
for its sense of elegance and easy atmosphere. The savvy chic of The Shore Club, the stunning game-changer
on Long Bay Beach. Where whimsy rules and magic awaits around every corner. Each with a style and a vibe
all its own. Both singular destinations, part of the Hartling Group’s stellar portfolio of luxury resorts which also
includes The Villas at The Shore Club. Your call.

THE COOL SIDE OF CLASSIC

WRITE YOUR STORY HERE

Seat at the Bar

From left: The Long Bar
at Raffles Europejski and
Klar’s passion fruit, prosecco, and vodka cocktail.

P
Clear
Favorite
Warsaw’s vodka bars power Polish nightlife.
BY TIM JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY NANNA DÍS
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ULL UP A BARSTOOL IN WARSAW, AND YOU

will quickly discover a bona fide vodka cocktail
boom sweeping the Polish capital. Along with
Russia, the country has always claimed to be
the spirit’s birthplace. But while Russians drink their
vodka neat – no exceptions – Poles prefer to play with
their national beverage, as seen in the wave of young
distillers and bartenders mixing up barrel-aged and
strange and wonderfully infused vodkas across the city.
Last year, the Polish Vodka Museum opened inside what was once the country’s largest distillery. It
was here, back in 1915, that the sidewalks flowed like
a river with the good stuff, when retreating Russian
soldiers spilled 10 million liters into the streets, aiming to strike a blow at the heart and soul of the nation (wódka means “little water” in Polish). With the
spirits now spilling into shakers and shot glasses,
nights on the town unfold at diverse and still largely
inexpensive drinking dens, from the cobblestones
of Old Town to the back alleys of Praga, a formerly
hardscrabble and dangerous neighborhood that’s
transforming with lofts and coffee shops – and holein-the-wall bars.

TIP

Grown-Up Choice

THE ROOTS BAR & MORE
This snug bar on Warsaw’s most stylish
street grows chamomile, bison grass, and
numerous other herbs to infuse its vodkas, which include a horseradish-spiked
option perfect for Bloody Marys. For connoisseurs, there’s a smoky, earthy threemonth barrel-aged vodka cocktail. Elixir,
Root’s “vodka atelier” and restaurant next
door, stocks hundreds of varieties and
serves shot pairings with dinner. Make
sure to check out the old Polish cocktail
shakers and the first-edition Jerry Thomas cocktail manual (one of just six in the
world) in its small vodka museum. Wierzbowa 11; therootsbar.com.

“The cozy, candlelit restaurants in Warsaw’s Old Town make you feel like you’re in
a wonderful time warp, and their value does too. Try Zapiecek for delicious traditional cuisine – we had an amazing dinner for three, with drinks, for about $50.”
– Jerry Mocerino, Virtuoso travel advisor, Chicago

Hot Spot

WODA OGNISTA
With a name that translates as “firewater”
in English, this subterranean space with
pressed-tin ceilings, Polish oak walls, an
old brick furnace, and banquettes feels a
bit speakeasy, which is just about right:

Warsaw’s Castle Square marks
the entrance to Old Town.

Seat at the Bar

Clockwise from top left: A first-edition Jerry Thomas cocktail
manual at The Roots Bar & More, Old Town architecture,
Woda Ognista co-owner Emil Oponowicz mixes a rose syrup
and beetroot-infused drink, and the Polish Vodka Museum.

Woda Ognista celebrates Poland’s interwar years (the 1920s and ’30s), a time of
freedom and intellectual ferment in Warsaw. Every element nods to this era, from
the resurrected drink recipes to the servers’ period uniforms. Rotating seasonal
cocktails draw inspiration from interwar
poetry, songs, famous figures, and more.
Wilcza 8; wodaognista.com.
Must-Do

WUWU
All glass and neon, this bar attached to the
Polish Vodka Museum is a highlight of the
Praga neighborhood’s reinvention. Order a
shot from the list of 60-plus on the wall and
match it with a spirit-friendly meal. Local
celebrity chef Adriana Marczewska’s dishes
put a gourmet twist on Polish staples, from
roasted marrow with pickled shallots to
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dumplings with truffle butter and shallots,
and even “pork luncheon” – a Communist
holdover cooked in its own tin and topped
with jelly. Plac Konesera 1; wuwu.bar.
Social Science

rhubarb. The bar offers live music most
nights in the summer, and you can book
ahead to take one of its cocktail classes to
learn how to make the house vodka sour
and three more drinks. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 41; klarcocktailbar.com.

KLAR
Crowds spill out onto one of the best patios in town at this small hole-in-the-wall
on a café-lined street across from Herbert
Hoover Square. The attraction: vodka
cocktails heavy on homemade infusions
and tinctures – about 50 in total, lined up
behind a backlit bar that looks a little like
a mad medicine cabinet. Each infusion
is made from ingredients gathered in local villages and farmers’ markets, and can
take months to fully steep. Try the bestselling beetroot vodka infusion – or something with smoked pepper, dill pickle, or

Classic Import

LONG BAR
Seek out one of 50 seats at Raffles Europejski’s lengthy marble bar, backed by a tile
mural created by Polish artist Jaroslaw Flicinski, who has a number of works in the
national Museum of Modern Art. Order the
triple-distilled potato vodka, created exclusively for the hotel by Chopin, as a shot
or in creative cocktails such as the Warsaw sling, an Eastern European version of
the classic Singapore cocktail. Krakowskie
Przedmiescie 13.

NIGHTCAPS
Toast to comfort and refined taste at
these two historic hotels.

Restored to its 1920s glory and reopened
last summer, Raffles Europejski Warsaw
welcomes guests with one of Poland’s
largest private art collections (featuring
120 Polish artists) and 106 rooms with
creative touches such as libraries and
marble collages of the city skyline. Doubles from $260, including breakfast daily,
an art tour with the hotel’s art concierge,
a $100 hotel credit, and private round-trip
airport transfers.
Next to the Presidential Palace, the
landmark Hotel Bristol, Warsaw features
206 rooms with art nouveau decor and
mahogany-framed windows, and Café
Bristol, a social and cultural hub of the
city since 1901. Doubles from $164,
including breakfast daily and a private
one-way airport transfer.

From left: Marrow, parsley, and pickled shallots paired with a shot at WuWu, and The Roots Bar & More.

AMPLIFY YOUR STAY
STAY LONGER & INDULGE MORE

Perched at the oceanfront, just steps from
the energy of Collins Avenue, W South
Beach is a singular hotel getaway where
Whatever/Whenever® service is yours at
the touch of a button.

BOOK TODAY
Enjoy your 5th night free by booking
the E-WOW Penthouse or the
E-WOW Ocean Escape Suite.

Connect with your Virtuoso
Travel Advisor for more
information.

2201 Collins Avenue
Miami Beach, FL, 33139

Out & About

The
National
Park
No One
Knows
Crowd-free outdoor
adventure reigns in Grand
Teton, the Serengeti of
North America.
BY JILL K. ROBINSON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAYLOR GLENN

T

Scenery on point: A
mule deer pauses in
front of Teton peaks.

78

V I RT U O S O L I F E

HE FIRST ROSE GLOW

of morning light illuminated the jagged
peaks of the Teton
Range, their base still awash in
blue and purple. At the Snake
River Overlook, a spot that’s especially spectacular at sunrise
and sunset, the river wound
through the valley in the foreground as pink light turned to
gold. There, nine miles north
of the town of Moose in Grand
Teton National Park, the only
sounds were the breeze in
the lodgepole pines, the trill
of the song sparrow, and the
shimmering clicks of insects.
And, in contrast to sunrise at
many national parks, I had the
soundtrack all to myself.
This vista has been captured countless times by the
likes of Ansel Adams and other
landscape photographers. By
all rights, it should draw hundreds daily, with the light show

TUCSON, ARIZONA | LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS

Out & About
changing every morning, depending on the
clouds or seasons. But at that moment, I was
the only human standing there. Later in the
day, when the sun warmed the air, the nature-loving masses would arrive. It’s one of
the park’s more popular spots, but those who
leave the cocoon of their beds to spy the sunrise are rewarded with solitude and majesty.
Unencumbered by foothills, the Teton
peaks rise dramatically from the prairie,
forming spectacular granite pinnacles that
tower 7,000 feet above the valley floor. The
park, established in 1929, initially included
only the peaks and a string of glacial lakes set
tightly against the mountains’ steep base. In
1950 the adjacent valley floors were incorporated, as well as Jackson Hole National Monument, establishing the current footprint.
Grand Teton National Park is joined to Yellowstone by the 24,000-acre John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway. Visitors often
combine the two on their itineraries, but the
extreme popularity of the latter results in
a much more peaceful experience at Grand
Teton. Kasey Austin, vice president of operations for tour company Austin Adventures,
has planned and led many trips in the park.
“It isn’t quite as loved by the general public
as Yellowstone because they just don’t know
how special and amazing it is,” she says.

The town of Jackson (“One of the coolest
towns ever,” Austin says) blends cowboy culture and an outdoorsy ethos – and is within
an easy drive of the park. As for the park itself,
the most popular times to visit – heading out
late morning and returning late afternoon –
will, predictably, mean getting caught in traffic. But if you adjust your adventure to avoid
the main attractions at peak hours, you’ll
have the park (almost) to yourself, and plenty

of non-extreme adventure options with it.
Here’s a guide to a few of its highlights – no
ropes required.

WATER FEATURES
The Snake River, one of the West’s great
waterways, begins its journey in southern
Yellowstone National Park near the Teton
Wilderness, eventually flowing west into
Idaho, the Columbia River, and, finally, the
Pacific Ocean. This designated National
Wild and Scenic River meanders through
Grand Teton National Park and provides a
variety of choices for those wanting to get
closer, from wildlife viewing to world-class
fishing to mild rapids, depending on the
time of year.
The Snake isn’t the park’s only liquid
heart: For many visitors, the region’s lakes
exert as much pull as its rugged peaks. From
one of the largest and deepest mountain
lakes in the country (Jackson Lake) to tiny
high-alpine tarns, there are plenty to provide quiet respite, a spot for a refreshing
plunge, or hours of boating enjoyment.

TRAIL MIX

Adventure for all, clockwise from top left: An ascent of the park’s Exum Ridge, fly-fishing in Flat
Creek, and surfers and white-water rafters in Snake River Canyon south of Jackson Hole.
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The park has more than 200 miles of hiking
trails, for everything from easy day hikes
to multiday backpacking trips. A big draw
for mountaineers is to “climb the Grand,”
the Tetons’ highest peak, at 13,770 feet. But
those who want a little exhilaration without
committing to ropes and harnesses can opt
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Out & About

TIP
Biking Antelope Flats Road
and (below) a great gray owl
and bison in the park.

for day excursions that blend outdoor fun
with spectacular beauty.
Glacier-carved Cascade Canyon, off the
west shore of Jenny Lake, provides views
of towering Grand Teton flanked by Mount
Owen and Teewinot Mountain – together
called “the Cathedral Group” for their resemblance to church spires.
For beginners, Austin suggests the threemile round-trip jaunt to Taggart Lake, one
of the park’s more popular hikes, and String
Lake’s four-mile loop. For those who want
more of a challenge, she says, “There are any
number of longer hikes where you won’t see
a soul,” including the aptly named 15-mile
round-trip Lake Solitude trek (most people
shave five miles off this one by taking a boat
across Jenny Lake).

WILDLIFE IMMERSION
One of my most cherished moments in
Grand Teton National Park was watching
three gray wolves play in the valley in front
of the dramatic mountain backdrop. The
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, one of the
largest – and last – nearly intact temperate ecosystems in the world, is called the
“Serengeti of North America” due to a higher wildlife concentration than anywhere
else in the Lower 48. Pro tip: For your first
day, ask your travel advisor to organize a
wildlife tour. The right guide, with scopes
and binoculars, can help you spy wild creatures and get the lay of the land.
Bison and moose often appear right
alongside park roads, eagles and ospreys
perch near the river and lakes, river otters
play on riverbanks, and patient viewers may
even see wolves and bears. In the quiet, pink
moments of that early morning, when I was
the only person at the Snake River Overlook,
a rustle in the brush proved I wasn’t truly
alone: A coyote joined me for the sunrise.

82

V I RT U O S O L I F E

“People don’t know that Grand Teton National Park has
the most paved trails of any U.S. park, which makes it an amazing
place for biking. There are 20 miles of trails that connect with
a greater 60-mile network that goes over to Jackson. You can rent
bikes in Moose if you don’t bring your own, and you don’t
really even need to reserve ahead.”
– Kasey Austin, vice president of operations,
Austin Adventures

WILD, WILD WEST
Get the best of summer in Grand Teton National Park.

GO Discover the Tetons’
craggy peaks and Yellowstone’s geothermal
activity on Austin Adventures’ six-day family tour.
Bond with your junior
rangers while kayaking,
rafting, biking, and racking up wildlife sightings.
Departures: Multiple
dates, June 16 through
August 18; from $3,298.
Take in the Serengeti of
North America on Tauck’s
nine-day trip through Yellowstone and the Tetons.
Geology walks, interpretive
hikes, white-water rafting,
and horseback rides bring
the Wild West to life. Departures: Multiple dates,
June 9 through September
21; from $5,290.

STAY On the crest of East
Gros Ventre Butte, Amangani’s 40 suites have
large picture windows, as
well as terraces or balconies to enhance views
of the Tetons and Snake
River Valley. In-house naturalists lead private tours
of nearby Grand Teton
and Yellowstone national
parks. Suites from $800,
including breakfast daily
and one lunch for two.
Tucked in Teton Village, the ski-resort
valley a short distance
away from Grand Teton
National Park, Caldera
House has eight luxury
suites that cater to discerning adventurers and
a variety of house-

arranged excursions
such as dogsledding,
snow trekking, whitewater rafting, and flyfishing. Two-bedroom
suites from $2,500,
including breakfast
daily, one dinner for
two, and round-trip
airport transfers.
Also in Teton Village,
Four Seasons Resort and Residences
Jackson Hole offers
158 plush rooms as well
as naturalist-guided
experiences that range
from wildlife safaris to
fly-fishing to stargazing.
Doubles from $667, including a welcome amenity of cheese and wine,
and breakfast daily.
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Family Travel

Montenegro on a Mission
An American family explores its immigrant roots in the
Balkan country deemed “the next Croatia.”
BY ELAINE GLUSAC

H

E SMOKED KENT CIGARETTES, PLAYED PI-

nochle, and in broken but endearing English
called me Jelena, with a silent J, the closest he
could get to “Elaine.” But mostly I remember
my grandfather as an avid reader – an irony, given that
he didn’t learn to read until he emigrated to the United
States from Montenegro.
Sheepherding kept Mitar Glusac, the youngest son of a
tenant farmer, from attending school until age 16, when
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the teacher turned him away as too old. That year, 1910, he
walked down the rugged mountains from the central village of Grahovo, caught a train to Germany, sailed from
Bremerhaven, and wound up working on the wharfs of
Galveston, Texas; mining coal in Youngstown, Ohio; and,
finally, stoking the blast furnaces on the original Ford
auto assembly line in Detroit.
Mitar surely couldn’t have imagined that, just over
a century later, his Jelena and her family would be

DOUG PEARSON/GETTY IMAGES

The Church of Our
Lady of Remedy,
with the Bay of
Kotor as a backdrop.

compelled to seek him out in modern Montenegro. The country, newly a member of
NATO and flush with foreign investment in
tourism and infrastructure, is now touted as
“the next Croatia,” an Adriatic gem blending
history and style in seaside retreats such as
Aman Sveti Stefan, which occupies an entire
island village, connected to the mainland via
a causeway, with three pools and open-air
restaurants. New roads link the increasingly
developed coast with the mountainous interior. Large cruise ships navigate the fjordlike
Bay of Kotor, disgorging exhilarated passengers at Kotor, where medieval walls climb up
a hillside to panoramic bluffs.
“Montenegro has so much history and
beauty, but you can approach it with kids in
a very engaging way by hiking, biking, and
kayaking,” says Pascale LeJeune, a Seattlebased Virtuoso travel advisor who took
her teens to Croatia and Montenegro a few
years ago. “The welcome is genuinely warm,
especially beyond the main tourist areas.”
Though I grew up eating sarma (stuffed
cabbage) and grilled lamb and engaging in

“Pursuing your
heritage is a
quest that’s
relevant to kids,
to who they are.
It gives a new
level of meaning
and purpose
to a trip.”
conversations peppered with Serbo-Croatian, Montenegro was a mystery to me. I had
visited with my parents, brother, and sister
in the 1980s, but then I was more interested
in my future than my family’s past. We approached it from neighboring Croatia, home
to sparkling Adriatic strands, restored
walled villages, and cobblestoned streets
smoothed by centuries of foot traffic. In
contrast, Montenegro was scruffy, with
concrete ledges in place of beaches, legacies

of the brutalist building practices of the former Yugoslavian government. The switchbacks into the mountains toward Grahovo
were dizzying, and several of us got carsick.
I WAS 18 THEN, THE SAME AGE AS MY

son was last summer, when my husband
and I decided to take a family trip to Montenegro. “Pursuing your heritage is a quest
that’s relevant to kids, to who they are,”
says Nora Nowaczyk, a Virtuoso advisor
based in Leesburg, Virginia. “It gives a new
level of meaning and purpose to a trip.” As
travelers, we’d spent nearly two decades exploring destinations friendliest to children,
including Europe, Latin America, and the
Caribbean. As our son grew older, we journeyed for adventure, skiing in Chile, climbing glaciers in Alaska, and trekking in New
Zealand. When he turned 18, we decided it
was time to do some personal excavation
before looming college and work schedules
interfered. We counted on Montenegro’s
outdoor appeal – its Dinaric Alps, for example, are home to the deepest river canyon in

Where
will your
curiosity
lead you?
Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor to plan
your journey to the
Kingdom of Bhutan.

Family Travel

Montenegrin majesty, from left: Sheep in Durmitor National Park, the Tara River, and the Ostrog Monastery, built into a cliff face.
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We arrived at my grandfather’s village
of Grahovo, set amid amber wheat fields
and dark pine forests about an hour’s drive
east of the coast, hungry for lunch. But we
found no restaurants. A dog slept in the
middle of the hushed main street, and a
few men nursed bottles of Nikšić ko beer
on a tobacco-shop patio. If it was hard for
Mitar to scratch out a living in Grahovo
in the early 1900s, things only got worse,
according to a weedy but grand hilltop
monument to hundreds of locals killed in
World War II. That war divided royalists
from socialists and propelled families, including mine, to neighboring Serbia and
as far away as Venezuela, ripping apart
what remained of the social fabric. We
used a translation app on the tombstones,
which were engraved in the Cyrillic alphabet, to search for Glusacs. When we failed,
we turned back to the main street, where
the dog still slept and the men continued
their impassive watch.
At a nearby bar, with chairs spilling foam
from split vinyl seats, an accommodating
waitress who spoke no English dashed to
a shop down the street to fetch Coke and
mineral water. We tried our limited SerboCroatian on her, asking for crkva (church)

and Glusacs. Flustered, she shook her head
and disappeared. We were left to reflect on
Mitar, who once said, when several of his
nine children begged to take him back to
Montenegro, “Nema niceg osim kamena,” or
“There is nothing there but rock.”
WE KNEW WHY MITAR EMIGRATED LONG

before we visited. But the journey provided
a setting for the script we sketched out over
meals, mining the depth of desperation that
would propel a 16-year-old to walk away
from his family, his culture, and his language, and risk the unknown on a rumor of
education and decent wages. We imagined
prospects so bleak as to filter the beauty
from the landscape and felt grateful for inheriting the opportunity Mitar had given
to us and more than 50 other American
Glusacs, who became lawyers and doctors
and musicians and teachers. Would our son
understand this, two generations removed,
without this journey into a past we can only
imagine now, cued by hand-raked haystacks
and flocks of sheep?
“To Mitar,” he offered a few evenings later, over samples of inky vranac wine as the
sun set on a beach of pink granite pebbles.
“He must have had some vision.”

(DURMITOR) TPOPOVA/GETTY IMAGES, (TARA RIVER) IMAGE BROKER/ALAMY, (OSTROG) MAYLAT/GETTY IMAGES

Europe – to captivate him first, and hoped
that would allow the family background
story the time and space to flourish.
Most of the development taking place
in the country, slightly smaller than Connecticut, is squeezed into the apron of
Adriatic shore edging the coastal mountain
range that gives Montenegro – meaning
“black mountain” in Italian as dubbed by
passing sailors – its name. Where newly restored historic towns originally built by the
ancient seafaring Venetians and rival Ottomans string out along the shore, the interior is a step back in time, to hearty dishes
of kajmak, a casserole of cheese and potatoes meant to fortify highland shepherds.
Five-hundred-year-old virgin ash and elm
trees green Biogradska Gora National Park,
mysterious standing stones scatter across
sheep pastures near alpine Durmitor National Park, and pilgrims climb to the sacred Ostrog Monastery, built high on a cliff
with seventeenth-century mosaics set into
cave walls. We rafted the roiling Tara River
below snowcapped peaks, and generally
acclimated to Montenegrin life, which includes speeding on winding roads, drinking
muddy coffee, and learning that one order of
kajmak feeds four.

MONTENEGRO THREE WAYS
Tour, cruise, or settle into a seaside resort to explore the Balkan beauty.

GO Exeter International’s sixday private trips to Montenegro
visit an olive oil estate and the
coastal walled cities of Kotor
and Budva, as well as Dubrovnik
in neighboring Croatia. Departures: Any day through 2019;
from $4,750.

spends a full day in Kotor, with
optional excursions to the cultural
capital of Cetinje and Turkish kilim
shops in Budva, as well as the
walled city of Dubrovnik. Departure: October 28; from $1,499.

STAY The coastal fishing village
of Sveti Stefan has attracted

celebrities since Elizabeth Taylor
was in her prime. Aman Sveti
Stefan turned the village into a
resort ten years ago, polishing
its allure with a clifftop pool, a
private pink-sand beach, and 50
rooms tucked along the lanes.
The hotel can arrange visits to
national parks, wineries, and

STIPE SURAC

Virtuoso advisors can work with
on-site tour planner Calvados
Club to craft custom itineraries that have travelers making a
circuit of the coastal mountains,
winetasting at Lake Skadar, and
exploring the country’s art-rich
Orthodox monasteries.

CRUISE Oceania Cruises’ seven-day
Venice-to-Rome itinerary aboard
the 1,250-passenger Marina

An alfresco
moment at Aman
Sveti Stefan.

the country’s ancient capital
of Cetinje, home to museums
and a treasure-filled monastery.
Doubles from $908, including
breakfast daily and one lunch
for two.
Glamming up the mountainbacked Bay of Kotor, the 149room Regent Porto Montenegro channels the style of the
Venetian palazzos that dot the
coast. Its fittingly water-focused
spa features a Finnish sauna,
Turkish hammam, steam room,
and outdoor pool, and the hotel
offers charter ships to sail along
the shore from the adjoining
marina. Doubles from $268,
including breakfast daily and
one lunch for two.

Global Yachting
A NEW ERA OF LUXURY IS HERE

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to receive $200 Virtuoso Spa Credit

In My Bag
Sheila C. Johnson
at home on her
farm in The
Plains, Virginia.

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Loro Piana dufﬂe
bag is the most practical
bag I’ve ever owned.

2. An Audemars
Piguet, a gift from my son
to help me keep track of
time, because I’m always
on the go.

3. I’ve used Natura
Bissé skincare products for years; they’re
hydrating and keep me
looking youthful.

4. Carolina Ritzler and
Loro Piana jumpsuits and
two-pieces are comfortable and have a luxurious
look and feel.

5. Classical music. I
love listening to violinist
Joshua Bell, jazz pianist
Keiko Matsui, and Sergey
Rachmaninoff’s sympho-

nies. Music is a constant
companion in my life.

6.

Jo Malone Velvet
Rose & Oud perfume
is a clean, fresh, lightweight scent.

7. Custom diamond
stud earrings made in
New York are the staple of
my travel wardrobe.

8.

Rothy’s are the best
travel companions for
your feet because they
pack well and are machine
washable. No matter
where I go, I love to walk!

9. A Sheila Johnson
Collection scarf. The
photos on the scarves
are images I’ve taken
during my travels, and
they hold a special place
in my heart.

9.

My Travel Essentials
Mogul Sheila C. Johnson likes her luxury comfortable.

6.

PORTRAIT BY STACY ZARIN GOLDBERG

A

T AGE 70, SHEILA C. JOHNSON
has established a formidable
résumé: cofounder of BET, owner of three professional sports
teams (including the NBA’s Washington
Wizards), ﬁlm producer, philanthropist,
and hotel group founder. The latter began with Salamander Resort & Spa in
Middleburg, Virginia. “From the moment
I stepped foot on the property’s 340
acres, I was inspired to build a worldclass resort and spa that honored the
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surrounding community,” she says of
the equestrian-centric retreat. Recent
trips have taken her to London to watch
her Wizards play the Knicks and to Paris
with chef Patrick O’Connell to celebrate
his third Michelin star. She’s got a Milan
trip in the works to visit the showroom
of her son, designer Brett Johnson, and
has her sights set on Sicily – her paternal
grandfather’s home. “The way I travel,”
she says, “is the way I like to describe my
hotels: comfortable luxury.”

8.

3.

T A K E

A

B R E A K

F R O M

T H E

O R D I N A R Y

It’s time for a great escape. Leave the everyday behind to immerse yourself in paradise. Unwind
in Hawaiian nature as you lounge in one of Grand Hyatt Kaua’i’s saltwater swimming lagoons or
freshwater pools. Perhaps you’ll indulge in CuisinArt’s “Farm to Spa” program, powered by the
Anguilla resort’s Hydroponic Farm…organic facial or body treatment, anyone? Or, let one of Le
Blanc’s personal butlers cater to your every whim in Los Cabos. Get ready for some major relaxation.

PHOTO: Le Blanc Spa Resort Los Cabos

TO BOOK, CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY.
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KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Renewal in action: The
grounds at England’s Heckfield Place and (opposite)
eggs from its on-site hens.

SUSTAINABLe travel

STAYING

POWER
In large and small ways,

hotels are making
the world a better place.
BY LISA WOGAN

WE

EXPECT A LOT FROM THE
world’s finest hotels: gorgeous
settings, exceptional food, sterling service. And more than ever, we’re
adding the requirement that our memorable travels not come at the expense of
the places we visit or the people who live
in them. Enlightened establishments comprehend this in a deep way, and go beyond
a simple “do no harm” dictum. They find
new ways to support local communities,
preserve culture and traditions, and protect natural resources. From on-staff turtle whisperers and soap makers to on-site
bee boxes and cat sanctuaries, hotels and
resorts are giving sustainable travel new
meaning – and giving travelers even more
reasons to love it.

M AY | J U N E 2 0 1 9
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PEOPLE

Hotel-industry denizens who make a difference.

ON
THE
COVER

heckfield place, ENGLAND

Skye Gyngell:
The English Country Weekend
Goes Green
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Gyngell eschews food fads
(looking at you, coconut water)
in favor of using produce grown
nearby in healthy soil. “Food
that’s grown close to home
tastes better,” she says. “I’ve
been working in that way for
probably the last 20 years.”
Most of the ingredients for
dishes at Gyngell’s on-site restaurants Marle and Hearth (as
well as flowers for the house) are
sourced from Heckfield’s fiveacre organic, biodynamic garden. Some 400 laying hens range
freely on the estate and produce
all the eggs the hotel needs, and
a dairy will be up and running
by next year, providing milk and
cream not only to the restaurant,
but also to a nearby cheesemaker.
There are sheep and lambs, pigs
and piglets, a new orchard, and
ambitious plans for a test kitchen,
pub, and more. “Our health depends intrinsically on the health
of the planet,” Gyngell says. “We
cannot separate the two.”
Good luck trying to find more
than a scrap of single-use plastic
on the property – or a paper napkin. Starched linen coasters replace paper ones in the minibar,
which is replenished daily with
complimentary snacks baked inhouse, as well as reusable glass

Skye Gyngell at
Heckfield Place’s
Marle restaurant.

bottles of still and sparkling water, and house-made ginger beer
and cordials for mixing drinks.
And while the food program is
sustainable, it’s far from the only
earth-friendly effort at Heckfield, where plantings encourage
birds to nest, honeybees buzz
around ten on-site hives, three
on-staff arborists care for an

impressive arboretum, and the
in-house Wildsmith beautyproduct line incorporates ingredients from the land and pays
homage to the estate’s progressive nineteenth-century gardener, William Walker Wildsmith.
Doubles from $395, including
breakfast daily and one lunch for
two. – MARIKA CAIN

KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

I

T TOOK NINE YEARS TO
renovate and open Heckfield Place, the 1760 Georgian house-turned-hotel on a
438-acre Hampshire estate, and
when you check in, you realize
why. Transformed from a spare
events venue into a plush 45room retreat designed by Ilse
Crawford protégé Ben Thompson, the house is now tastefully
resplendent with restored original marble fireplaces, Persian
carpets on English oak floors
and a muted palette, teacups
with handles as delicate as
sweet-pea tendrils, and owner
(and biotech-company founder)
Gerald Chan’s gorgeous contemporary art collection. But
the real revelation on arrival is
not only what’s there now, but
also what will be someday.
Perhaps the best distillation
of the estate’s potential is on the
plate. Chef Skye Gyngell, former
head chef at London’s Michelinstarred Petersham Nurseries and current lead at Spring,
oversees the culinary program,
bringing to it her commitment
to sustainability. Raised amid
the 1970s health-food revolution and inspired by the back-tothe-land ethos of chefs such as
Alice Waters and Thomas Keller,

SINGITA, SOUTH AFRICA
Tsakane Khoza:
Recipe
for ImprovemenT

TSAKANE KHOZA, KNOWN
as “TK,” grew up in a village just
outside Kruger National Park
in South Africa. “As a child,”
she says, “I was always helping
my mother cooking. She was
the breadwinner, and I wanted
to be like her.” So when Khoza
learned about the Singita Community Culinary School, she
applied straightaway.
Launched in 2007, the school
is part of a community-develop-

ment initiative to assist families
who live around the reserves
where Singita lodges are based,
helping them to thrive. Each year,
just ten out of hundreds of young
applicants are accepted into
the rigorous training program,
which includes hands-on experience in Singita kitchens.
After earning her Professional
Cookery qualification in 2014,
Khoza quickly rose through the
ranks, gaining the respect of her
peers and landing an internship
at New York’s acclaimed Blue
Hill at Stone Barns. Now a chef at
Singita’s Lebombo and Sweni
lodges, she supports her two
children, as well as aunts, nieces,
nephews, and three siblings.

(TSAKANE KHOZA) KARIN SCHERMBRUCKER

EACH year, JUST ten out of hundreds
of young applicants are accepted
into the rigorous training program,
which includes hands-on experience
in Singita Kitchens.

ACCOR HOTELS, paris

Arnaud Herrmann:
Pairing Big Ideas with Grassroots Intel
WITH A GLOBAL FOOTPRINT
comes a lot of responsibility –
and a lot of opportunity. That’s
Arnaud Herrmann’s sweet spot.
As sustainable development director for the Accor hotel group,
Herrmann sets forward-thinking policies for 4,800 properties
in 100 countries, where 280,000
employees serve millions of
guests every year.
He steers the company with
a comprehensive sustainability plan called Planet 21 – Acting
Here; implementation, however,
varies by place. “If there’s a lesson
to be learned from our achievements, it’s to combine global
goals with local know-how,”
Herrmann says. In practice, that
looks like honeybee apiaries at
Fairmont Hotels from Mount
Kenya to Montréal; nearly 100

percent organic fruits and vegetables at Sofitel properties in
France; and an annual cleanup of
the Siem Reap River, organized
by Raffles Grand Hotel d’Angkor.
“Customers are increasingly
looking for experiences that are
deeper and more meaningful,”
he says, and drawing them into
green efforts is one way to satisfy that desire.
Herrmann believes the most
successful program during his
tenure is probably Plant for the
Planet. Since 2009, Accor has
encouraged guests to reuse
their towels during multinight
stays. In return, the company
uses half of the savings (from
water, energy, and detergents)
to fund tree planting. As a result, 7 million trees have taken
root in 28 countries.

Bees at the
Fairmont Olympic
Hotel in Seattle
and (above)
Arnaud Herrmann.

Singita chef
Tsakane Khoza.
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REVITALIZATION

Hotels where long-term, fundamental change is written into the business plan.

The Four Seasons and
(left) the Upchurch
family in Hawaii.

FOUR SEASONS RESORT LANAI, HAWAII

A Luxe Engine for an Old-School Aloha Renewal

S

IX YEARS AGO, ORACLE
founder and billionaire
Larry Ellison purchased 97
percent of Lanai, Hawaii’s leastpopulated inhabited island. The
former pineapple plantation’s
transition to tourism in the
early 1990s had been rocky: By
2012, infrastructure had fallen
into disrepair, and prospects for
maintaining the island’s relatively undeveloped status seemed
dim. Now, though, thanks to a
stewardship plan guided by sustainable principles and underwritten by a vast fortune, things
are looking up for Lanai’s more
than 3,000 citizens, its endemic
plants and animals, and the Four
Seasons Resort Lanai.
“There’s a lot more optimism
for the future because [residents] see the level of commitment and the passion for getting
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the island to reach a sustainable
point,” says Lanai native Kurt
Matsumoto, who is charged
with spearheading changes as
the chief operating officer of
Pulama Lanai, Ellison’s Hawaiibased management company.
Initiatives range from tackling
deferred maintenance to species
protection and water conservation. The privately owned water
company, for example, installed
smart meters in every home and
business on the island, engaging locals in the effort to reduce
consumption. Today, Lanai consumes far less water than during
its plantation era, despite supporting a larger population and
more robust economy.
Staff conservationists, biologists, and botanists work to protect endangered and endemic
species. They’ve built enclosures

to keep rats away from endangered tree snails and moved
hundreds of feral cats to a no-kill
sanctuary (also a destination for
visitors) so Hawaiian petrels can
hatch and mature in peace.
At the center of the action – and
the engine for the island’s economic sustainability – is the Four
Seasons Resort Lanai. Reopened
in 2016 after a meticulous multiyear renovation, the 213-room
property boasts lagoon-style
pools and lush gardens, a Nobu
outpost with the unheard-of option of same-day reservations,
and a 90,000-acre “backyard.”
Virtuoso sustainability ambassador Jessica Hall Upchurch,
who visited the island with her
family recently, says, “Part of
Larry Ellison’s approach was to
help bring back the culture and
heritage, and bring a business

component alongside it to provide jobs.” During her family’s
stay at Four Seasons Lanai, Upchurch listened to stories, participated in a hula lesson, and joined
a few women who were weaving
in a small group. “It was relaxed
and welcoming,” she says. “It was
really beautiful.”
Lanai’s remoteness has helped
preserve the qualities that make
it feel like Hawaii 80 years ago.
Playing the ukulele, making leis,
preparing poi, and blowing the
conch shell are integrated into
the day’s flow at the resort. New
Orleans-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Lila Fox says, “Lanai feels
private, exclusive, and quiet –
very under the radar. Not many
folks know about it. I tell clients
it’s old-school Hawaii.” Doubles
from $1,150, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

Uxua Casa Hotel
& Resort Spa.

MAMA Trancoso to foster a generation of
activists working for the community. The annual course of study for 11 local teens focuses
on environmentalism, civics, and communications, using film, music, art, events, social
media, and more. Uxua guests are encouraged
to attend a class. One-bedroom casa from $580,
including breakfast daily, a tasting-menu lunch,
and a one-way airport transfer.

GOLDENEYE, JAMAICA

Instruments for Change

UXUA CASA HOTEL & SPA, BRAZIL
Eco-influencer Incubator

IN THE CENTURIES-OLD FISHING VILlage of Trancoso in southern Brazil, Uxua
Casa Hotel & Spa offers vivid proof of the
value of protecting natural and cultural treasures. In 2017, the 11-casa hotel cofounded

CHRIS BLACKWELL KNOWS A THING
or two about making a lasting impact. As the
founder of Island Records, he helped bring
reggae to the attention of an appreciative
world. As a hotelier and founder of the Oracabessa Foundation, he works to improve the
communities around his boutique hotels, including the 45-room GoldenEye. In addition
to tourism-centered vocational programs
and outreach for at-risk youths, the foundation supports efforts to replenish fish stocks

and replant coral in waters that are among the
world’s most depleted. Hotel employees donate hundreds of volunteer hours every year
to nearby schools, beach cleanups, and – often
along with guests – helping the island’s “turtle
whisperer” protect hawksbill nests and hatchlings. Doubles from $315, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.

VICEROY RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO
Clean Living on the Yucatán

A SIGN THAT THINGS ARE DIFFERENT
at the Viceroy Riviera Maya is the soap concierge. In 41 thatch-roofed villas along the Yucatán Peninsula, guests select from seasonal
formulations sliced off blocks made by Mayan
community members using local, organic ingredients. What’s more, the resort uses gray
water for irrigation, an on-site garden provisions the kitchen, and an herb garden provides
elements for the resident shaman’s spa treatments. Villas from $469, including breakfast
daily and a $100 hotel credit.

Experience world-class luxury in the Great Barrier Reef
A unique Australian expression of luxury, qualia is nestled in the most pristine and secluded position on Hamilton Island. Feel time
unravel in exquisitely appointed pavilions that sit in perfect harmony with the rare, natural beauty of the Great Barrier Reef.
Start your qualia experience with the Retreat Package, inclusive of one complimentary night of accommodation. Indulge in four
nights’ accommodation from $4,200 AUD per person, twin share,* with à la carte breakfast daily.
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

*Rate is based on the package price per person, twin share, staying in a Leeward Pavilion,
for travel until March 31, 2020. Blackout dates and conditions apply.

PRODUCTS

Meaningful souvenirs that support local makers.

Luxe loungewear
at Hotel Emma in
San Antonio.

Sustainable
seating from
Fogo Island.

FOGO ISLAND INN,

HOTEL EMMA, TEXAS

Wrapped in Tradition

S

URROUNDED BY SINGUlar shops and restaurants
that operate as incubators
for young chefs, Hotel Emma
is the jewel in the crown of San
Antonio’s riverside Pearl District. The formerly lost-cause
neighborhood has been completely reimagined, thanks to
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the 15-year renovation of an
abandoned nineteenth-century
brewery complex. Every detail
in the hotel is just right, from
its pressed-tin ceilings and
cast-iron spiral staircase to the
signature Guayarobes hanging
in each of its 146 guest rooms.
An homage to the city, the blue-

and-white seersucker robe features the distinct pleat of traditional Mexican guayaberas
and was designed and created
by celebrated local guayabera
maker Dos Carolinas. Robe,
$180. Doubles from $350, including breakfast daily and one lunch
or dinner for two.

HOUSED IN NARROW RECTangular structures and resting
on off-kilter stilts atop rocks
pummeled by the North Atlantic, Fogo Island Inn, off the coast
of Newfoundland, puts striking
design to good use. In each of its
29 rooms, handmade rockers,
benches, nightstands, quilts, and
rugs manage to be both sleek and
charming – a result of their cooperative conjuring by international designers working alongside
Fogo Island craftspeople. The
furniture is for sale, and travelers can feel good about bringing
it home because, as at the inn
itself, a percentage of the profits is reinvested in the community by Shorefast, a foundation
charged with creating economic
and cultural sustainability in a
region hard-hit by the collapse
of the cod-fishing industry in
the 1990s. Rocking chair, $3,650.
Doubles from $1,471, including all
meals and a $100 hotel credit.

(HOTEL EMMA) BUFF STRICKLAND

CANADA
Rocking Woodworks

A pinch of
Portuguese flavor.

VILA MONTE FARM HOUSE,
PORTUGAL
Slow Salt

TAP INTO THE EBB AND FLOW OF TRAditional rural life in Portugal’s eastern
Algarve during a visit to the 55-room Vila
Monte Farm House, and take a taste of the
region home. Vila Monte’s small grocery
is thoughtfully stocked with small-batch

staples produced just minutes away, including olive oil, honey, and Salmarim flor de sal.
Hand-gathered from ponds in the marshes
of a bird sanctuary, the flor de sal is created
when time, air, sunshine, and human patience meet the Atlantic Ocean – and it’s
considered by many chefs to be the best salt
in the world. Flor de sal from $20. Doubles
from $260, including breakfast daily and one
50-minute massage for two people.

fields, and bamboo forests around the resort;
and even talented local children. Art prices
vary. Doubles from $730, including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit.

AMANFAYUN, CHINA

A PORCUPINE WITH STRIPED QUILLS,
a floral anteater, a polka-dotted monkey:
These are the stuff of dreams at the 539-suite
Grand Velas Riviera Maya. Carved from copal wood and painted by Oaxacan artisans in
what is often a family enterprise, one of these
small folk-art sculptures, known as alebrijes,
is delivered at turndown on guests’ final
night in Grand Class suites. Larger alebrijes
available from the resort’s gift shop for up to
$200. Doubles from $414 per person (Grand
Class suites from $594 per person), including
all meals and beverages, a bottle of mezcal, a $50
spa credit, and a one-way airport transfer.

Noble Art

BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY INFUSES THE
calligraphy, landscape paintings, and photography on the walls of the 46-room Amanfayun resort in Hangzhou, China – just as
it permeates the village next door and the
UNESCO World Heritage site down the road.
The art is available for purchase, so guests
can bring home touchstones by artists who
include a former monk from inner Mongolia;
a near-hermit who paints the mountains, tea

FIND YOURSELF AT THE CENTER
OF ST YLE AND INDULGENCE

VIRTUOSO SPECIAL: Fourth night complimentary when reserving a suite

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book now.

GRand velas riviera
maya, mexico
dream catcher

EXPERIENCES

Good works are as much a part of these stays as turndown service.
Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort,
SRI LANKA
Pick YOUR Lunch

I

T’S GOOD NEWS FOR THE
earth that vegetable gardens
are becoming de rigueur
at future-minded resorts and
hotels. The 52-room Anantara
Peace Haven Tangalle Resort
on Sri Lanka’s southern coast
grows its own vegetables, herbs,
and rice, plus Ceylon cinnamon
and tea on a patch in the forest. Executive chef Chaminda
Pathirana leads guests on

Anantara Peace
Haven Tangalle
and (above) its
rice paddies.
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garden tours, educating them
about age-old farming methods
and inviting them to pitch in
gathering ingredients for lunch,
which is served in a tree house
overlooking organic rice paddies. Doubles from $250, including breakfast daily and a cooking
class with a market tour and private lunch or dinner. Four-course
seasonal lunch for two to four
guests, $195 per couple.

CHATHAM BARS INN

RESORT & SPA, MASSACHUSETTS
Follow the Fin

Shark-spotting
base: Chatham
Bars Inn.

FEAR BECOMES ADMIRATION WHEN A
research-driven tour illuminates the pivotal
role sharks play in keeping oceans healthy
and balanced. Guests of Cape Cod’s 217room Chatham Bars Inn Resort & Spa can
shadow Atlantic White Shark Conservancy
scientists as they seek to identify and potentially tag individual great whites, with
the twin goals of protecting the public and
inspiring conservation. Doubles from $495,
including wine and fruit on arrival, breakfast
daily, and a spa gift. Shark tours offered July 3
through October 19; $2,500 for up to five people.

The World is Waiting
With more than 25 years of unmatched expertise,
we're proud to offer a portfolio of 2,500+ luxury
villas with over 50 destinations worldwide. Whether
for romantic escapes, family getaways, or beyond,
we help you discover a world without limits – backed
by our world-class concierge services.

Experience the Difference

Canoe Cove, Jamaica

Sunwatch, Barbados

Beach House, Anguilla

Sandy Bottom, Turks & Caicos

Sirena Blue, Dominican Republic

EXPERIENCES

Sonora’s pristine
setting and (inset)
famed predator.

SONORA RESORT, CANADA
BEAR WITNESS

MEMBERS OF THE HOMALco First Nation have lived alongside the Orford River on British
Columbia’s coast for generations,
so they make ideal guides for a
grizzly-viewing expedition here.
Guests listen to Homalco stories
and learn about local ecology as
they watch bears feed on spawning salmon from platforms along
the river – close enough to make
hearts race but far enough away
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to ensure the safety of watchers
and watched. The outing, offered
to guests at the 88-room Sonora
Resort on Sonora Island, is part
of the property’s collaborations
with its indigenous neighbors.
Doubles from $730, including all
meals and beverages and a complimentary ecotour for two. Threehour grizzly expedition, $549 per
person, including boat transportation and bear viewing.

The bear-watching outing
is part of the property’s
collaborations with its indigenous
neighbors, the Homalco
first nations people.

ANDBEYOND PHINDA PRIVATE

GAME RESERVE, SOUTH AFRICA
TOUCH A WILD RHINO
NEARLY POACHED TO EXTINCTION FOR
their horns, rhinos are benefiting from antipoaching efforts in South Africa. Be part of
the movement during a conservation safari
at 56-room andBeyond Phinda Private Game
Reserve. A veterinary team searches via helicopter for a specific rhino, while travelers in a
safari vehicle, led by an expert ranger, follow.
Once the animal is located and darted, guests
assist the team as they notch the sleeping
rhino’s ear for research, place microchips in
the horn and body for identification, and take
measurements, horn shavings, and skin samples for DNA analysis. All proceeds go toward
the cost of running Phinda’s rhino conservation and management project. Lodge rates
from $595 per person, including breakfast daily
and a private dining experience. Four-hour
rhino-notching experience from $4,000.

AndBeyond’s Phinda Homestead lodge and (inset) rhino
conservation efforts.

DISCOVER JAPAN
WITH EXCLUSIVE RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL EXPERIENCES IN TOKYO, KYOTO & OSAKA

THE RITZ-CARLTON, TOKYO

THE RITZ-CARLTON, KYOTO

THE RITZ-CARLTON, OSAKA

Capture once-in-a-lifetime Tokyo memories with
curated local experiences. Here your journey
begins at the hotel’s 45th level, enticing floorto-ceiling windows perfectly framing the skyline
with Tokyo Tower and Mt. Fuji views. Explore,
seven restaurants, including Michelinstarred
Azure 45, Club Level accommodations, and
a floor dedicated to health and wellness.

Perched along the famous Kamogawa river,
The Ritz-Carlton, Kyoto offers sublime views
of the river, and walking proximity to Gion
where shopping, dining and entertainment
await. Blending centuries-old architecture with
luxurious modernity, guests will be awed by
an intimate arrival experience, and two main
signature restaurants including Michelin-starred
Tempura Mizuki.

Osaka is a culinary dream for foodies, from
street food to upscale restaurants, including the
hotel’s own Michelin-starred French restaurant
La Baie as well as newly renovated Chinese
restaurant Xiang Tao. Set in the city center
neighboring luxury shopping, local artisans and
cultural attractions. The city is a great base for
day trips to Kyoto, Nara, Kobe and Hiroshima.

(ITALIAN FLAG) SUSAN WRIGHT, (SISTINE CHAPEL) ANTONINO BARTUCCIO/ESTOCK PHOTO,
(FLORENCE AND VENICE GONDOLA) SUSANNE KREMER/ESTOCK PHOTO

Portraits of Robinson
Liriano, surf instructor at
Amanera Resort.

Wish
You
Were
Here
An empty-nest
mom, her
college-age
daughter,
and a whirlwind tour of Italy with a
coach full of strangers: La
dolce vita or a cautionary
family-travel tale?
BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO

{ Annotated by Chloe Lovato }

Clockwise from top left: The
Sistine Chapel’s Creation of Adam,
Roman pride, exploring Venice, and
Florence’s Piazza del Duomo.

Illustrations by Zara Picken
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“Yes!!” my daughter said,
without hesitation, when I asked her to join me on a
trip to Italy. She’s no fool. A traveler since the age of
3 months, when I booked her first flight, Chloe has
since developed insatiable wanderlust, just like her
mother. Then I dropped the other shoe: “It’s a 12-day
guided tour. On a bus. With 18 strangers.”
This gilded crisscross of the boot would begin in Rome and crescendo in Venice, with stops in Florence, the Cinque Terre, Perugia,
Capri, and a few other postcard-worthy Italian outposts in between,
I told Chloe. We’d enjoy posh hotels; guided tours of historic sites
such as Pompeii, the ancient Roman city whose people and buildings
were buried under the ash of an angry Mount Vesuvius in AD 79; and
fantastic meals, including Michelin-starred dining en route. Many a
college kid might have balked at spending two weeks of her summer
sharing a hotel room and bus aisle with Mom, but not mine. She said
yes, again. I’d like to believe it was the idea of 24/7 time with me, but
I’m pretty sure I had her at “posh hotel” and “Michelin star.”

}

Run by Luxury Gold, the tour would be far from the typical bucketlist slog. “What makes Luxury Gold stand out from other group tours
is the VIP service and attention to detail, including private transfers
and unique excursions, smaller group size, and relaxed start times,”
says Virtuoso travel advisor Kay McGarity of Charlotte, North Carolina. “I’ve booked several clients on Luxury Gold tours, and they love
to tell their friends that this is the way to travel.”
Six weeks after my phone call, Chloe was still all in after putting
her college Italian classes to good use shopping for shoes in Rome,
ordering ice cream in San Gimignano, and securing another round of
spritzes on the island of Capri. The strangers? They’d become kindred
spirits: On our last night in Venice, we all gathered at a bar and sang
the chorus of “American Pie,” before saying a final arrivederci to one
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(VATICAN MUSEUMS) MAURIZIO RELLINI/ESTOCK PHOTO,
(LABORATORIO GIUDITTA BROZZETTI AND DOGE’S PALACE) SUSAN WRIGHT

{

Chloe: Mom, of course I was excited about time together. I won’t
lie, the fancy hotels and the restaurants sealed it – don’t tell me
you didn’t look them up on the Internet too!

Clockwise from top
left: The Vatican
Museums, the Doge’s
Palace in Venice, and
weaver Marta Cucchia
in the Laboratorio Giuditta Brozzetti workshop near Perugia.

another. The trip not only improved Chloe’s language skills and provided a trove of mother-daughter bonding moments and inside jokes,
but it also changed our perception of group travel on the whole.
ON A SWELTERING JULY EVENING IN ROME, NEAR THE
Spanish Steps, we met our fellow travelers for the first time. Full
confession: I’d unfairly prejudged them. I expected a busload of
sexagenarians and was happily proved wrong. One couple from
Alabama had gifted their 18-year-old daughter the trip for her
high-school graduation. A 50ish couple from Ohio who were plenty
adventurous chose it because they had no desire to navigate Italian
roads (and drivers) in a rental car. An Italian aunt from New Jersey
wanted to introduce her 19-year-old niece to the motherland. Sure,
we met a few couples from Australia pushing their late 60s, but have
you ever traveled with 60-year-old Aussies? Curious and witty – not
to mention always up for a cocktail.

Chloe: OK, I had to use the dictionary: I’m so glad “sexagenarians” means 60- to 69-year-olds and not something gross. It was
nice to have some young people around, but the sexagenarians
were so fun.
What, on paper, looked like a checklist of highlights came to life
through experiences and perks, such as front-of-the-line access to
the Vatican, where waits can be hours long; an exclusive evening tour
of the magnificent Doge’s Palace in Venice; and access to Niccolò
Machiavelli’s former house and the office where he famously wrote
The Prince, which was opened just for us.
Local characters also popped up along our journey, adding a
deeper texture to the trip. At the Laboratorio Giuditta Brozzetti,
one of Italy’s few remaining traditional hand-weaving workshops,
we met Marta Cucchia, an effervescent fourth-generation master
weaver who continues the work her great-grandmother started. Located in a thirteenth-century church outside Perugia, the workshop
is supported by grants from The TreadRight Foundation, the nonprofit arm of Luxury Gold’s parent company that supports sustainable tourism projects worldwide. The last in her family who knows
the craft, Cucchia gave us a private demonstration on eighteenthand nineteenth-century jacquard looms that clacked and clattered
as she maneuvered thousands of thread-wielding bobbins to create
intricate patterns.
Perhaps the trip’s most indispensable asset, however, was the travel
concierge who accompanied us from A to Z. Full confession number
two: I’d envisioned an authoritarian drone shelling us with names,
dates, and places that would splat against our brains like the bugs on
the bus’s front window. I was delighted to find I was wrong, again.
Her name was Karen Gower, but we came to call
her “Mama Karen.” Her mellifluous voice, fluent
Italian, and encyclopedic knowledge of the country and its culture were the soundtrack of our days.
With her hair perfectly pulled back, and often in a
dress and heels, Gower shepherded us across streets and through
sun-beaten villages, all while keeping us on schedule and without
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From top: Summer
refreshment on Capri
and the Papal Basilica
of Saint Francis of
Assisi in Umbria.

ever wagging a finger. While we sat back and let the trip happen,
she pulled behind-the-scenes strings to make sure it did so seamlessly, whether calling ahead to confirm reservations or notifying our impeccably dressed driver of our whereabouts so he could
crank up the air-conditioning.
ORGANIZED GROUP TOURS REMOVE THE HASSLE, TIME
suck, and confusion of planning and logistics. But a schedule dictating when to eat, sleep, and explore often costs travelers flexibility and spontaneity. It was an about-face from the “wing-it” style of
family travel we were used to, and I was worried about feeling constrained by a planned-to-the-hour itinerary.

“Everything is included, but not obligatory,” Gower said early on,
which relieved some anxiety. As long as we put our bags outside on
schedule and turned up at the designated departure time, we were
free to break off on our own, which fed our independence and kept
grumpiness at bay. On Capri, we opted out of a group
walk to the Augustus Gardens to wander the narrow
streets, sip lemon granita, and poke around the local
shops. In Florence, we skipped the guided city tour
to sit by the hotel pool and indulge in a spa treatment.

Chloe: Our time on Capri was one of my favorite moments and
where I felt most relaxed – a perfect slice of vacation heaven.
In Umbria, Chloe and I had talked about passing on a visit to the
Papal Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi, but we didn’t. After a tour of
the frescoes and the crypt that holds the saint’s remains, our guide
sat us in pews and explained how the space between the upper and
lower church hid Jewish citizens during World War II. The townspeople protected them by creating fake identity papers. A German
medical doctor and army colonel named Valentin Müller, who was
also a devout Catholic, had Assisi declared a hospital city, keeping
it safe from Allied bombers. Rumor has it that he knew about the
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(LEMON GRANITA STAND) MATTEO CARASSALE/ESTOCK PHOTO,
(BASILICA OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI) SUSANNE KREMER/ESTOCK PHOTO

Chloe: There’s something relaxing about having a plan every
day. Let’s be honest: Winging it has led to some serious familyvacation arguments and wasted time figuring out what to do.

Pack a
Sense of Wonder
Only Holland America Line combines
enriching journeys with cruising in the
classic style. Choose from an unrivaled
selection of itineraries with stops in
400+ ports of call, and enjoy authentic
encounters with fascinating peoples,
places and cultures the world over.
30-Day Australia Circumnavigation
Roundtrip Sydney
OCEAN-VIEW from

Maasdam

5,399

10/17/19

$

(taxes, fees and port expenses additional at $730)

Virtuoso Exclusive: Book April 15 – June 30, 2019
and receive prepaid gratuities and $75 onboard
spending money per stateroom!*

35-Day Incan Empires
Seattle to San Diego
Amsterdam

9/23/19

OCEAN-VIEW from

3,699

$

(taxes, fees and port expenses additional at $795)

Virtuoso Exclusive: Book April 15 – June 30, 2019
and receive prepaid gratuities and $75 onboard
spending money per stateroom!*

Terms & Conditions: *Fares are based on Promo LG. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts
are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $730 to $795. Prepaid Gratuities: Holland America Line pre-pays room gratuities on behalf of
guests. Gratuities for bar, dining room wine accounts, or spa/salon services are not included. Capacity controlled. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories
and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America Line brochure.
Offers have limited space, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

hiding place too, but chose not to reveal it to his commanding officers. Though we were only in Assisi for a few hours, the visit and
stories of compassion created an indelible memory.

Chloe: I wasn’t looking forward to this. “Another old church,”
I thought. I’m glad you made me go.
It should come as no surprise that a bus trip
through Italy involves a lot of bus. While a coach
marked with the name “Luxury Gold” lumbering
into a small Italian village is about as subtle as a
neon sign, I came to look forward to the rides – some
short, and others four to six hours long. We eased into our reclining
seats with loads of legroom and sporadic Wi-Fi, and the rumble of
the road was somehow rejuvenating.
On board, Mama Karen never stopped doting, passing around
Italian candies and panforte, a chewy Italian fruitcake. She shared
historical and statistical data in small doses, but also weaved in stories about life in Italy, including her own love affair with the country,
which began in her 20s when she came to study Italian after college

From top: The Leaning Tower of Pisa and
Riomaggiore, the Cinque Terre’s easternmost
and largest village.

and never returned to England. She even coached us on the proper
coffee-ordering technique at the busy rest stops – like crossing the
street in Florence or Rome, it requires some aggression.

We also learned some Italian words: buongiorno, arrivederci, and
other basics, of course. But the one that stuck with me was campanilismo. It comes from the word campanile, meaning “bell tower,” and
is the idea of belonging to a certain village, a home. It’s a pervasive
sentiment throughout the country. “Traditionally, people don’t tend
to move far from their bell tower,” Gower told us.
I connect with this concept. My father-in-law was born in a small
village near Venice. He was the rare bird who fled his bell tower with
his wife and young children after WWII in search of new opportunities in North America, while his four brothers and one sister stayed
in Italy. Now, many of his cousins still live in that same village, in
the same houses and apartment buildings. One came to visit several
years ago when she was about 20, and we asked her if she was planning to move out soon. “Why would I?” she said, legitimately perplexed. She got married recently and did move, though – two floors
up to her own apartment.
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(PISA) SUSANNE KREMER/ESTOCK PHOTO

Chloe: Mama Karen was the most patient person I’ve ever met. She
never seemed to get mad or tired. (You couldn’t do that job, Mom.)

A NEW LENS
ON LUXURY

An eye for perfection with a distinctly refined vision for the distinguished,
our portfolio of iconic properties and brands set the global standard for quality,
luxury and a world of unforgettable experiences.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more or explore our portfolio.

THE RITZ-CARLTON BACARA, SANTA BARBARA

© 2018 MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. MARRIOTT REWARDS, THE RITZ-CARLTON REWARDS, SPG, PREFERRED GUEST, AND ALL
OTHER NAMES, MARKS AND LOGOS ARE THE TRADEMARKS OF MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, INC., OR ITS AFFILIATES, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

From top: Gelato at Rome’s
Trevi Fountain and a stylish
arrival at Capri Palace.

It’s a striking cultural difference from the States, where leaving
home is a rite of passage, a symbol of adulthood. I left when I was
18, and I never thought much of its impact on my mother until two
years ago, when I dropped Chloe off at her university dorm room in
Vancouver, British Columbia, a two-day drive and a country border
away. I cried for months, and I still hate my empty nest.
It turns out that, while Italy was everything we’d expected,
the best parts were the ones Chloe and I created together: taking
goofy pictures against the Leaning Tower of Pisa,
getting caught in the rain in the Cinque Terre,
singing “Volare” at the top of our lungs on a gondola in Venice, blushing at the flirty waiter on Capri, and beating our pasta dough into submission
during a cooking class. I relished every second.
On our final Venetian taxi ride, a boat to Marco Polo Airport,
Chloe stood the entire way, looking ahead with an ear-to-ear grin
and letting the wind whip her hair. At one point, she reached back
to squeeze my hand. I thought again of that word, campanilismo. For
some, a bell tower is a village, a fixed place on a map. But our family has moved too many times – and will probably move too many
more – to feel attached to a single address. Our campanile is wherever
we’re together. The sweet salve that soothes me whenever I let Chloe
go is knowing that we’re just a plane ticket, or maybe a bus ride, away.

Check-In, Please
As dreamy as they come,
Capri Palace tempts guests
with two-Michelin-starred
L’Olivo (and one-Michelinstarred Il Riccio at its
beach club), the Capri
Beauty Farm by Mytha (aka
the spa), and many other
reasons to stay put, including Gulf of Naples or Mount
Solaro views from its 72
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rooms. Doubles from $505,
including breakfast daily and
a sunset aperitif.
In Perugia’s historic center,
Sina Brufani’s 94 antiquefilled rooms, underground
pool, and close proximity to
cafés and shopping make
it an ideal pied-à-terre for
Umbrian relaxation and

exploration. The property
can arrange truffle hunts
and private winetastings
exclusively for Virtuoso
guests. Doubles from
$205, including breakfast
daily and lunch or dinner
once during stay.
In a privileged position
on the Grand Canal near

Piazza San Marco, 191-room
Bauer Palazzo exudes La
Serenissima opulence, with
modern touches such as a
revitalizing Turkish bath and
a vast outdoor terrace from
which to sip spritzes and
watch the gondolas ﬂoat by.
Doubles from $515, including breakfast daily and a
$100 dining credit.

(GELATO) HOCUS FOCUS/GETTY IMAGES

Three Italian hotels that create memories of their own.

Cool and the Gang
Your ticket to the best group tours of Italy.

GO Luxury Gold’s 12-day Italy tour from
Rome to Venice elevates the VIP experience,
from no-wait access at Florence’s Accademia
Gallery to a personalized pasta-making
class with a local chef in a villa near Pisa
and a 24/7 travel concierge for assistance
en route. Departures: Multiple dates, May 5
through October 6; from $7,175.

Luxury, breathtaking surroundings, unsurpassed
service. Whether dining like royalty in India or
overnighting in Africa’s most sumptuous lodges
and tented camps it’s clear at every turn…
… it’s different in Micato’s Africa (and India)

Whether by yacht, private jet, or overland
expeditions, Captain’s Choice dives deep
into some of the world’s most sought-after
destinations, such as northern Italy on a
21-day epicurean-focused journey that leads
travelers to the vineyards and kitchens
of Venice, Lake Como, Verona, and Milan,
among other tasty stopovers. Departure:
June 1; from $25,300.
G Adventures’ small-group tours through
Italy include a 14-day road trip from
Venice’s canals and Rome’s historic sites
to the Cinque Terre’s colorful villages and
the renaissance architecture of Florence.
Departures: Multiple dates, May 19 through
November 3; from $2,899.
Family-owned Globus’ nine-day Italy tour,
round-trip from Rome, includes welcome
and farewell dinners, a glass-blowing
demonstration in Venice, and scenic rides
through the olive tree- and vine-covered Italian countryside. Departures: Multiple dates,
May 4 through October 12; from $2,431.
Travelers on Insight Vacations’ ten-day
journey from Rome to Venice explore Vatican
City, visit the tomb of Saint Francis in Assisi,
and spy Juliet’s balcony in Verona, among
other highlights, with plenty of free time built
in along the way. Departures: Multiple dates,
May 5 through October 13; from $3,425.
2018 VIRTUOSO

®

®

Most Engaged
Community Partner

WINNER
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#1 RIVER CRUISE LINE

#1 OCEAN CRUISE LINE

Did you know?
The world’s leading river cruise line is also
rated the world’s best ocean cruise line.

BY R I V ER & BY SE A
Only with Viking, the small ship experts.

ELEGANT SCANDINAVIAN DESIGN

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT

SERENE SPACES

AL FRESCO DINING

SPACIOUS BATHROOMS

Ask about the latest offers from Viking.
To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

From Travel + Leisure Magazine, August 2018 © Time Inc. Affluent Media Group. Travel + Leisure ® and ‘World’s Best Awards’ are trademarks of Time Inc. Affluent Media Group and
are used under license. Travel + Leisure and Time Inc. Affluent Media Group are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of, Viking Cruises. CST: #2052644-40

pre-cruise
checklist
The logistics
to take care of
before boarding
the ship.

on the
home front
How to keep
your house
secure while
you’re away.

WORLD CRUISING

PACKING
pro tips
Trust us: You
don’t need as
many clothes as
you think.

cruise
call
An overview
of upcoming
around-theworld sailings.

Our g uide to the ult imate at-sea advent ure.
BY ELAINE GLUSAC

dispatch
Soaking up life
at sea with Virtuoso traveler
Jeannine Holt.

IT’S A DREAM TRIP: sailing around the globe on a cruise ship, unpacking only once, and embarking on a three- to
six-month continent-hopping, ocean-crossing jaunt. A world cruise can check dozens of countries off a wish list in
one go, and while travelers are exploring, they’re also settling into a new onboard life (call it a second home), making
friends, picking up new hobbies, and never worrying about what’s for dinner.
“There are many, many reasons to get excited about a world cruise,” says Fort Worth, Texas-based Virtuoso travel
advisor Ruth Turpin. “Not only do you see some of the most interesting places in the world, but you do so in luxury,
while making lifelong friends. These cruisers have a special camaraderie that only gets stronger throughout the trip.”
Booking a world cruise is usually no spontaneous decision – it’s an investment, with a laundry list of logistics that
includes everything from securing visas to fitting four months into two suitcases. But for many, the payoff – setting
sail and waking up in a new place every day – is worth it. We asked Virtuoso travel advisors for their expert worldcruise insight; the following pages are packed with their best planning, prepping, and packing advice, plus a dispatch
from a veteran world cruiser and a look at which line is best for you. Before you know it, you’ll be ready to embark on
the trip of a lifetime.
Cunard’s Queen Mary 2.
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Countdown to Departure
Leaving town for several months requires a little forethought. Here, an expert-vetted
timeline for getting ready to set sail.

TO

YEARS OUT

9

68

MONTHS OUT

TO

BOOK IT
“World cruises have become so
sought-after that you need to start
booking up to two years in advance,”
says CJ White, a Virtuoso advisor
based in McLean, Virginia. And,
naturally, the best cabins go ﬁrst.
This is going to be your home for
several months, so consider a suite
upgrade or even taking two adjoining
cabins. Says White: “You can use one
as a dressing room – and you’ll have
two bathrooms.”

2
1 14

WEEKS OUT

Research visa requirements
and travel insurance

Get vaccinated
Depending on the itinerary,
inoculations may be required.
Share travel plans with your physician and set up any necessary
vaccination appointments.

0

Many countries require entry visas,
and obtaining them involves sending in your passport or ﬁlling out
electronic applications. “Each visa
has its own timeline, so I keep a calendar checklist to discuss with my
clients in order to make sure they’re
taken care of,” says travel advisor
Ruth Turpin. Now is also the time to
look into travel insurance, if it’s not
already mandated by the cruise line –
your advisor can help.

Penthouse Suite
perks on Oceania
Cruises’ Insignia.

BON V
OYAG
E

DAYS OUT

Download communication apps

Relax!

With Wi-Fi included in most world
cruises, many travelers take advantage of Internet-based apps such
as Skype and WhatsApp to stay in
touch with loved ones back home.

“It’s a job to get ready,” says Carlo
Hilliard, a travel advisor from Hilton
Head, South Carolina. “Now it’s
time to board and be pampered,
entertained, and spoiled.”

V I RT U O S O L I F E

MONTHS OUT

PHOTO CREDIT

12

TIP
“World cruises
are a great value. Many
itineraries offer businessclass air, thousands of dollars in
shipboard credits, and amenities
not available to other cruisers, such
as luggage shipping, gala dinners,
and complimentary Wi-Fi.”

The Suitcase
Chronicles

(SUITCASE) ANTPKR, (STETHOSCOPE) PONGASN68, (VISA STAMP) THANEE HENG, (PILLS) MICHAEL
BURELL, (FRAGILE STICKER) PHOTO MELON, (BON VOYAGE TAG) KEV303/GETTY IMAGES

– Jonathan Phillips, Virtuoso travel advisor,
Phoenix

3

1

MONTHS OUT

MONTH OUT

Ship luggage
Some cruise lines offer free luggage shipping before sailing; if they
don’t, your advisor can help you ﬁnd
a luggage-shipping service. “This
is also a way to send clothes home
during the cruise, to make room for
purchases,” Turpin says.

Review your prescriptions
Most doctors will only prescribe 90
days’ worth of medication; to secure
prescriptions for longer, travelers
must work with their insurers to
extend the timeline.

Every advisor we spoke with recommended
packing light (most world cruises offer
complimentary self-service laundry). “I
have two big suitcases and a carry-on,”
says Liz Nixon, a San Marcos, Californiabased Virtuoso travel advisor who has
taken two world cruises. “Nobody pays
much attention to whether you’re wearing a new outfit every night.”

Coordinate clothing. “I recommend
basics such as black silk pants that can
be paired with various tops,” Turpin says.
“Country-club casual is generally universally
accepted on ships now, so you don’t need
dressy dresses or tuxedos.” Leave expensive
jewelry at home.
Pack layers. “It’s about comfort, really,”
says Jonathan Phillips, a Phoenix-based
Virtuoso advisor. “Prepare for all kinds of
climates and bring sensible walking shoes.”
Don’t forget essentials. Have enough

Take Care of Home Too
Leaving your house for several months requires just as much prep as getting ready
for the actual cruise. Make sure to take care of these tasks before jetting off:
Discontinue or freeze
newspaper delivery.
Suspend mail delivery
and arrange to have it
picked up from the post
office monthly.

Find a place to board
pets or secure in-home
pet sitters.

Install a lighting system
that will alternate turning
lights on and off for security.

Arrange for a friend or
service to check on your
home periodically.

Notify the police of your
absence if you’ll be gone for
five or more months.

vitamins, beauty products, and other toiletries to last the duration of the cruise, and
pack extra prescriptions in case of loss. It’s
not a bad idea to bring a few extra electronics chargers too: “We recommend taking a
replacement charger and cord, as they may
be hard to replace,” Turpin says.

Think about entertainment. “Believe it
or not, you can bring things such as sewing
machines,” White says. Be sure to download
plenty of movies and books onto an e-reader
or tablet; Wi-Fi at sea is getting better, but it’s
still not quite up to superspeed-streaming.
Carry cash. It’s good to have some money
on hand for tipping guides on shore excursions. Otherwise, debit and credit cards will
be fine: ATMs are readily available in ports for
obtaining local currency. Sign up for a credit
card with no foreign transaction fees.
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Which World Cruise
Is Right for You?
Choosing the best itinerary and ship for your style
is key for no-regrets, around-the-world enjoyment.
A knowledgeable travel advisor can be a great
matchmaker, but here’s a quick glimpse of what sets
some of the most popular sailings apart.

You need options –
lots of them.

You’re allergic to
large crowds.

Afternoon tea makes your
heart go pitter-patter.

You want to maximize
your time – and your budget.

Holland America Line’s
1,380-passenger Amsterdam
keeps passengers busy – there
are cooking workshops, a casino,
and ﬁve restaurants to hop
among. Its 128-day, round-tripfrom-Fort Lauderdale voyage
lets cruisers check Antarctica,
the South Paciﬁc, Australia, and
Africa off their lists. Departure:
January 4, 2020 (wait-list only);
from $21,999.

With just 458 passengers,
Seabourn’s Sojourn ventures
where many bigger vessels
can’t, including into the intimate harbors of Lanai’s Manele
Bay, New Caledonia’s L’Île-desPins, and Madagascar’s remote
Nosy Be. See them all on a 146day, Miami-to-San Francisco
sailing. Departure: January 4,
2020; from $66,999.

British line Cunard has been
taking guests on around-theworld journeys since 1922.
The east-west voyage on the
2,691-passenger Queen Mary 2
sails for 100 days round-trip
from Southampton; highlights
include South Africa, Australia, the Persian Gulf, New York
City, and a classic transatlantic
crossing. Departure: January
10, 2020; from $15,699.

Princess Cruises’ Los Angelesto-Fort Lauderdale voyage on
the 670-passenger Paciﬁc Princess hits 33 destinations in 96
days. There’s a new port each
day in New Zealand, safaris in
South Africa, dreamy beaches
in the Seychelles, and prime
souvenir shopping on Saint
Bart’s. Departure: January 20,
2020; from $21,849.

PRINCESS
CRUISES

CUNARD

REGENT SEVEN
SEAS CRUISES

Holland
America Line

CRYSTAL
CRUISES

SEABOURN

96
33
21
670

100
30
15
2,691

118
60
29
700

128
47
29
1,380

139
55
32
980

146
62
36
458

DAYS
PORT
CALLS
COUNTRIES
VISITED

PASSENGERS
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Princess Cruises’
Pacific Princess in
Sydney Harbour.
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TIP
The best cabins
and suites go fast – while
there may still be some limited
availability for 2020 world cruises,
many travelers are already
looking ahead to 2021.

(LEMURS) ENJOYLIFE2/GETTY IMAGES

Spot ring-tailed lemurs on
a Seabourn excursion in
Nosy Be, Madagascar.

The Viking Sun
will call on BoraBora for a day.

You have a History
Channel addiction.

You’re a city mouse
at heart.

You’ll take a VSOP with
that Cohiba.

Three months at sea?
Make it a double.

Set sail with a resident historian
on Viking Ocean Cruises’ 161day Miami-to-London voyage,
which visits 75 ports on six
continents. The 930-passenger
Viking Sun will make the line’s
maiden call in Hawaii before
venturing to the South Paciﬁc,
Asia, the Middle East, and the
Mediterranean. Passengers can
expect frequent cultural lectures and insider experiences in
port. Departure: December 14,
2020; from $59,995.

Crystal Cruises’ 139-day world
cruise on the 980-passenger
Crystal Serenity sails from Miami to London, hitting Hawaii,
Australia, Indonesia, Egypt, and
the Mediterranean along the
way. There’s plenty of time to
wander during 21 city overnights in Sydney, Singapore,
Lisbon, and other metropolises.
Departure: January 5, 2021;
from $51,489.

See the world in style on
Regent Seven Seas Cruises’
newly refurbished 700passenger Seven Seas Mariner.
The sleek, all-suite, all-balcony
ship will spend 118 days sailing
from Miami west to Barcelona,
with at-sea diversions that
include ﬁne dining, a Canyon
Ranch spa, and a cognac and
cigar bar. Departure: January 5,
2021; from $61,999.

Fulﬁll all your life-on-the-water
fantasies on Oceania Cruises’
180-day, Miami-to-New York
City sailing, which calls on 44
countries across six continents
and three oceans aboard the
684-passenger Insignia. Two- to
four-day land tours in Australia,
Cambodia, India, and Egypt
provide some off-ship respite.
Departure: January 9, 2021;
from $38,499.

You crave adventure.

VIKING
OCEAN CRUISES

161
75
33
930

SILVERSEA

OCEANIA
cruises

167
107
30
254

180
98
44
684

Silver Cloud passengers in Antarctica.

Comb South Paciﬁc beaches
and watch for polar bears in
Norway’s Svalbard region
during Silversea’s expeditionstyle world cruise on the
254-passenger Silver Cloud.
The ﬁrst-of-its-kind voyage
emphasizes active excursions
during 107 port calls on a
167-day journey from Ushuaia,
Argentina, to Tromsø, Norway.
Departure: January 30, 2021;
from $99,000.
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SHIP LIFE
Virtuoso traveler Jeannine Holt, who works with travel advisor Liz Nixon, sails often with Crystal Cruises. When shipboard
friends discussed taking a world cruise together, the 80-year-old from San Marcos, California, readily signed on. “It sounded like
a once-in-a-lifetime experience, so the adventure began,” she says. A year later, she’s currently on her second around-the-world
voyage with Crystal, an 86-day Los Angeles-to-Monte-Carlo voyage on the 848-passenger Crystal Symphony. Here, her thoughts
on keeping busy and staying healthy, and why she’d definitely consider another world cruise.

On avoiding cabin fever:

Port highlights:

It’s impossible to be bored. I
attend lectures and shows,
play bridge and trivia, and
occasionally take a computer
class. That’s only the tip of the
iceberg: There are art classes,
yoga, Pilates, and more. I love
to read and do needlework, but
sometimes it’s hard to ﬁnd the
time because the ship has so
many activities.

Busselton, Australia, and
Réunion Island, so far. My
favorite ports are those in which
I can experience local life. I’m
not interested in shopping at
big-city malls.

What potential worldcruisers should consider:
I have macular degeneration,
for which I get an injection every
six weeks. Last year, I made
arrangements to see a doctor
in Singapore, but it was very expensive. This year, it didn’t work
out, so I’m taking my chances.
One certainly has to weigh these
considerations before booking a
long cruise.

Why it’s worth it:
With continuous Internet access, I can talk to my family via
WhatsApp, so homesickness
hasn’t been a problem. And the
relationships you develop on
board are a major impetus for
booking future cruises.

TIP
“World cruises
offer so much cultural
enrichment: There are often at
least three lectures on at-sea days,
plus art programs, knitting groups,
and more. Some people learn piano,
and some make movies on their iPads.
If you’re bored, it’s your own fault.”
– Liz Nixon, Virtuoso
travel advisor, San
Marcos, California

The Crystal
Symphony in
Monte-Carlo.
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UNIQUE TRAVEL EXPERIENCES
Travel with Tauck along the scenic Yellow Roads of Europe and become part of the places you’re invited to
discover. Explore the Louvre and the Vatican during visits for Tauck guests after hours. Make yourself at home
in royal castles, restored convents, country châteaux, Spanish paradors, chic Alpine resorts, grand hotels, and
charming inns. Meet chefs, artists, dancers, equestrians and royalty who inspire you with their passions and
perspectives. Wine and dine with the locals in their homes, palaces, pubs, and vineyards. And return home with
a real sense of what life is like wherever you travel with Tauck.

For full details on 2020 Europe departures, please contact your preferred Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

PHOTO CREDIT

CLOUDS
IN THE
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CITY STYLE, VIBRANT NATURE, AND PERHAPS
THE WORLD’S TASTIEST POTATOES MARK THE TRAIL
TO A HIGHER CALLING IN PERU.

PHOTO CREDIT

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY
BY KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

Our guide explained how locals have
mined salt in Maras since the days
of the Inca. Opposite: Thousands of
salt pans dot a hillside outside of town.
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I’D ALWAYS WANTED TO SEE MACHU PICCHU,
to feel the clouds drifting through its jagged peaks and take in its enormity and the physicality of
those crazy Inca stairs in person. My architect husband had long been enthralled with the Inca
citadel too. We take a trip every fall, and when it came time to plan our most recent adventure, a
classic Peru itinerary – Lima, the Sacred Valley, Machu Picchu, then Cuzco – topped our list.
Lima, our first stop, serves up big, modern-city energy with surfing culture and a side of
seriously legit ceviche. I loved exploring the Barranco neighborhood and shopping for local
jewelry and accessories in its stylish boutiques. Cuzco greeted us with its typically cooler,
sunnier climate, colonial buildings, and laid-back vibe. You can sit on its Plaza de Armas and
people-watch for hours. One evening, a large group of schoolchildren paraded through with the
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Machu Picchu, with Huayna Picchu
right behind it. Opposite (left to
right, from top): A Pisac market
vendor, ceviche at Cala in Lima, the
entrance to Inkaterra Machu Picchu
Pueblo Hotel, Belmond Hotel Monasterio’s courtyard in Cuzco, Inca
stonework at Machu Picchu, Lima’s
Barranco district in bloom, blocking
the trail at Machu Picchu, dawn at
Inkaterra Hacienda Urubamba, and
Peruvian weaving.

PHOTO CREDIT
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TIP
You have to present your
passport to enter Machu
Picchu; for a great memento,
look for the self-serve (and
unofficial) passport stamp on
a table near the entrance.

police band; the next day, we watched a wedding party celebrate at one of the square’s
beautiful churches.
Roughly an hour northwest of Cuzco, the
Sacred Valley is a must-see spot en route to
Machu Picchu. Its landscapes are like nothing I’ve ever experienced: The Andes rise up
to form a masterpiece backdrop for the color
palettes of the salt pans and terraced crop
circles at Maras and Moray. Also like nothing
I’ve experienced: the creamy, buttery, superdelicious potatoes from Inkaterra Hacienda
Urubamba’s organic farm in the valley. Peruvians grow more than 3,000 varieties of
potatoes – I’m convinced they keep all the
good ones. Everything about that hotel feels
steeped in a sense of place. My favorite memory is of sitting on our patio under a heavy
Peruvian blanket at dawn and watching the
fog move across the mountains.
Machu Picchu blew my expectations out of
the water: The scale is truly unbelievable. And
those stairs are no joke for someone who’s
five-one – some were waist high on me! I worried about crowds, but our guide reserved an
afternoon time slot, which typically yields
better weather and fewer tourists (most rush
to get in first thing). We stayed until closing
and had the place almost to ourselves. The
next day, we hiked Huayna Picchu, the sheer
peak in the background of many Machu Picchu photos. It was one of the most physically
demanding things I’ve ever done – it’s so steep
that, at times, you have to bear-crawl up the
trail – but I don’t believe I’ve ever heard a silence as pure as we did at its top.
Peru’s colors, textures, and flora are a
photographer’s dream. I think about the
women’s outfits a lot. And their braids. And
I’m still in awe of the civilization that once
thrived here.
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We spent an afternoon
with Christian Puklla’s
family in the Sacred
Valley; after lunch, his
mother and grandmother
showed us how they weave
traditional patterns.
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PLANS
FOR PERU
BUILDING BLOCKS FOR ADVENTURES
IN THE LAND OF THE INCA.

GO Virtuoso travel advisors can work with Peru
Empire Co. to create custom tours throughout
the country. The eight-day trip featured in
this story included privately guided outings
in Machu Picchu and to the Pisac market and
Maras salt pans in the Sacred Valley, as well as
an afternoon with Andean weavers to create a
personal pattern. Departures: Any day through
2019; from $7,105.
Explore Machu Picchu with private guides
and visit Pisac’s market and Ollantaytambo’s
ruins in the Sacred Valley with Ladatco Tours.
A ten-day itinerary features city tours of
Cuzco and Lima, as well as three days in
the Amazon’s Tambopata National Reserve
for nocturnal wildlife-spotting and other
rain-forest adventures. Departures: Any day
through 2019; from $7,500.
Clockwise from top left:
A bright start to the day at
Belmond Hotel Monasterio,
Palacio del Inka’s lobby,
and natural paint pigments
at Pisac’s market.
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STAY In an upscale suburban district of Lima,
Belmond Miraflores Park offers peerless
city and Pacific coastline views from its 89
suites and the rooftop’s pool and Observatory

restaurant. Guests can check out complimentary bikes to explore adjacent Domodossola
Park and the six-mile-long Malecón. Doubles
from $475, including breakfast daily and a
$100 spa credit.
Set on 100 lush acres, Inkaterra Hacienda
Urubamba’s 36 casitas provide a welcoming home base for exploring the Maras salt
pans and other Sacred Valley sites. Guests
can harvest giant corn, red and black quinoa,
and several varieties of potatoes from the
on-site organic farm for chef-prepared meals.
Doubles from $420, including breakfast daily
and a 25-minute massage for two.
Discover a jungle hideaway of 83 adobe
cottages and gurgling waterfalls at Inkaterra
Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, just outside the
UNESCO World Heritage site. More than 370
orchid species and 200 bird species thrive
on its 12-acre grounds. Doubles from $249,
including an aromatherapy welcome kit, breakfast daily, and a 25-minute massage for two.
Inca mysticism extends beyond Machu Picchu at the 62-room Sumaq Machu Picchu
Hotel. After shaman-led tours through the
citadel, guests can return to the family-run
property overlooking the Urubamba River
for a traditional pachamanca lunch, cooked
in an underground oven. Doubles from $608,
including breakfast daily and a 50-minute massage for two.
Housed in a sixteenth-century former monastery, Cuzco’s 122-room Belmond Hotel
Monasterio features one of the city’s best independent art collections. Take a private tour
led by an expert in religious art and Peruvian
history or relax by the courtyard’s 300-yearold cedar tree with a pisco sour. Doubles from
$485, including breakfast daily and a $100
spa credit.
In Cuzco’s historic city center, the 203room Palacio del Inka channels its previous
life as a Spanish conquistador’s mansion
through colonial-era artworks and bold
Peruvian textiles. Complimentary oxygen
treatments at its Andes Spirit Spa help
guests adjust to the altitude. Doubles from
$227, including breakfast daily and a $100
spa credit.
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THE NEW GENERATION
OF LUXURY

First Person

TO ALL
THE POOLS I’VE
LOVED BEFORE
SOMETIMES GETTING BELOW THE SURFACE
MEANS JUMPING IN FEET FIRST.

BY DAVID HOCHMAN

T

RUE STORY: I ONCE MOVED ACROSS THE COUNTRY
for a hotel pool. Splashing around under jasmine and jacarandas one February afternoon at the Fairmont Miramar in
Santa Monica was all the convincing I needed to finally give
up on slushy New York City winters. By October of that year, my
bathing suit and I were full-time residents of Los Angeles.
An exceptional pool can transport you like that, which explains
why I continue seeking them out even with my own place in the sun.
On trips away from home, to float is to be suspended in the experience you’ve come for. Others may kick off a stay by trampolining on
a hotel bed or donning a terry-cloth robe; I head for a dip. It doesn’t
matter whether it’s a jungle resort or a corporate monolith – there’s
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no there there until I’m dunking feet first
(I’ve never been a diver) into the deep end.
The true stunners – my mental screen
savers, so to speak – come to mind first.
The Olympic-size colossus worthy of its
location opposite Saint Mark’s Square at
Venice’s Belmond Hotel Cipriani. The cantilevered pool with its glass side atop The
Joule that peeks out over downtown Dallas.
The iconic infinity-edge soaks above the
clouds at Big Sur’s Post Ranch Inn. Trust
me, there’s no need for a big-toe test before
any of those immersions.
A hotel pool can be a secret salve, awash
with restorative power for body and mind.
Twenty years after our honeymoon in Bali,
my wife and I still joke about the nearly
instantaneous recovery she made from a
nasty cold upon seeing the private outdoor
plunge on the deck of our thatched-roof
villa. We dubbed it the “Amandari pool
cure,” in honor of that legendary property,
and we’ve relied on similar submersions
to heal us ever since. Running around in a
Paris heat wave at the end of an extended
trip last summer, my family – now with our
teenage son in the mix – unanimously voted
to skip the Louvre (“Let’s not tell anyone,
please,” I whispered) in favor of the elegant,

GIVING OVER TO
WATER FORCES YOU
TO SLOW DOWN, TO
LOOK INWARD, TO
PUSH AWAY THE DISTRACTIONS OF EVERYDAY LIFE, AND ISN’T
THAT WHAT TRAVEL’S
REALLY ALL ABOUT?

hidden basement “lagoon” at Hôtel Barrière
Le Fouquet’s. You could melt a croque
madame on the Champs-Élysées outside
the place, but down below we were like
three happy koi in an aquatic circuit of jets,
bubbles, waterfalls, and countercurrents.
Best of all, the mosaic walls around us were
dotted with museum masterpieces, so we
weren’t even missing our culture fix. (OK,
they were reproductions, but still.)
Thinking on it now, I can picture my whole
life through various waters I’ve floated upon

as a guest. My father never learned to swim,
but he managed to out-“Marco” and -“Polo”
my brother and me at roadside motels
from Maine to Miami. Rewarding myself
with a pool pass at The Balmoral hotel in
Edinburgh during my junior year abroad
was somehow all the incentive I needed to
push through finals week. And that oasis in
Santa Monica that had me calling the moving truck soon got me in deeper water than
that: A month after arriving in California,
I met my future wife two blocks from the
Miramar hotel.
For me, something about the weightlessness and warmth of hotel swimming
elevates as much as it refreshes. We come
into the world floating like that, and there’s
comfort in a good 20-minute bob when surroundings are unfamiliar, when jet lag has
thrown you for a whirl or you’ve spent the
day rattling around in a tuk-tuk or dugout
canoe somewhere. Giving over to water
forces you to slow down, to look inward, to
push away the distractions of everyday life,
and isn’t that what travel’s really all about?
Maybe you bring your phone to the pool on
vacay, but I almost always leave mine in the
room. Underwater, nobody needs to see
you tweet.
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Point of View

THE FUTURE OF HOTELS
THREE HOTEL-WORLD HEAVYWEIGHTS ON WHERE HIGH-END STAYS ARE GOING.

INTERVIEWS BY ADAM ERACE

Chris Norton
CEO, Equinox Hotels

I’VE ALWAYS BEEN A GYM RAT. MY
former job as COO of Four Seasons was
repositioning the brand for tomorrow’s
luxury customers, part of which was always
a push to build bigger fitness facilities. Great
hotels without great fitness offerings can be
depressing. It messes with your routine, your
lifestyle. It’s a big deal. Especially with how
people live today. Back in 2016, there were
conversations around Four Seasons partnering with Equinox [as managers of the new
Equinox Hotel]. A few weeks later, Equinox
called and asked me to come run the hotel
in-house. Arguably, I had one of the best jobs
in the hotel business, but it was difficult to
say no. How often do you get the chance to
launch a new luxury lifestyle brand that corresponds to your own value system and that
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resonates with the way the world is going?
This new generation is resetting the bar
on what’s important and where luxury is
moving. It’s a huge shift, and I think we
have a great opportunity to do something
that’s virtually impossible to copy. All of
the hospitality guys are trying to find their
way into the fitness and wellness industry.
We’re creating a completely new category of
luxury hotels.
When it opens in June, our first Equinox
Hotel in NYC’s Hudson Yards will have a
60,000-square-foot facility, between the club
and the spa. With 4,500 members, you’ll have
1,000 to 1,500 locals going into that club every
day. And now, as a hotel guest, not only do you
have access to a really nice fitness facility, but
also to a community of like-minded people.
Our philosophy around the guest room
is that it’s really a sleep chamber. It’s
pitch-black, totally quiet, and cool. We
spent nearly two years developing our
sleep system, with a latex, horsehair, and
coconut-fiber mattress that breathes
and two Canadian goose-down duvets so
you and your partner don’t need to fight
over one. Instead of M&M’S, the minibar
will have CBD cream for your joints and a
charcoal mask. With room service, guests
will be able to order IV drips: A medical
professional will come to your room and
give you an IV to alleviate hangovers and
jet lag, or boost energy. Luxury today is all
about convenience.

Adam D. Tihany
Hospitality designer

I’VE BEEN DESIGNING HOTELS SINCE
the mid-90s, and the evolution of the hotel
from a place to sleep to a place to be happened pretty quickly. When a hotel becomes
a center of the community, it has multiple
layers of guests and users, because it’s not
just for the traveler. The Beverly Hills Hotel,
for example, is the epicenter of the entertainment and movie business. At any given
time, you go for breakfast at the Polo Lounge
and you can see the movers and shakers of
Hollywood. Those are not people who are
sleeping in the hotel at night; they just come
there for breakfast.
There’s a timelessness to places like The
Beverly Hills Hotel and The Breakers in Palm
Beach. Each of these venues has its own
DNA, its own cultural substance and historical references developed through years of
very hard work to make them places where

you come back after so many years and you
find the same charm, the same attitude, the
same ethos that you left 10 or 15 years ago.
And that is the secret of timelessness. The
design is just one part of it. It’s the backstage,
the three-dimensional stuff that we put there
to let the actors perform.
When we’re renovating iconic hotels for the
future, like the Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park
in London, what’s essential to me as a designer is to make sure it’s not just a conservation-style renovation. The renovation has
to move the dial forward. People yearn for the
good old days, but what they really want are
the good old days with their iPhones. The Ritz
Paris, which was just renovated, looks almost
exactly the same as before, except that by
your bedside you have the USB plug and
all the comforts of the twenty-first century
masquerading in nineteenth-century decor.
Now, if I would have put you in the nineteenthcentury decor without any of this stuff, you
would have stayed for exactly 15 minutes.
Design plays a very important role in shaping how we consume, what we consume, how
we see things. I think everybody’s eyes are
wide open and they’re demanding design,
and they’re judging things by design. We get
more and more sophisticated, and we want
it better and better. This is good news for
designers and good news for the hoteliers
because they don’t have to reinvent the services; they can reinvent the design.

Michael Fuerstman
Cofounder and creative director,
Pendry Hotels

MY FIRST JOB WAS AS A TOWEL BOY
at the pool at the Bellagio in Las Vegas. My
dad, who’s now the founder and CEO of

“In the future,
you’re definitely
going to see better
product and much
more interesting
brands coming into
secondary cities.”

Montage, was the opening general manager
there. That hotel just had so many different
things going on, from the Chihuly glass flowers in the ceiling to the fountains in the front
to just the best collection of restaurants – it
stayed with me. I’m 35 now, and I’m squarely
the guest we’re after at Pendry Hotels: the
rising luxury customer, the millennial, who’s
connected to what’s happening culturally today, but has had the experience of staying in
nice hotels with their parents and the benefit
of having traveled the world.
I was fortunate enough to grow up on the
first generation of lifestyle hotels and was
turned on by “Wow, I didn’t think I could
experience this type of design or this type of
bar or this type of lighting” – all this sort of
version-1.0-lifestyle cool things that were
happening. Our guests want a hotel with
adults in the room in terms of systems and
standard operating procedures behind the
scenes, but they also want to be able to
interact with a team that can send them to a
hole-in-the-wall Thai food place.
Our first two locations for Pendry were
San Diego and Baltimore. Our plan was to
take a product that would typically be in a
New York or L.A. and execute it really well
in a cool, upcoming secondary market, in
an unbelievable neighborhood within that
market, and create something special that
can be a community hub that locals are
incredibly proud of. We were able to create
a greater affinity for what we were doing
because the hotels mean more to those
cities. You’re definitely going to see more of
this in the future, with better product and
much more interesting brands coming into
secondary cities. It’s on brand with how the
next wave of luxury customer is traveling
and experiencing the world. They want a
sense of pioneering and discovery.
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The world’s most l
t luxurious hotel group is n
s now on Lake Como.
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Need to Know

HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER
THE TRAVEL TIPS,
INSIGHT, AND ESSENTIALS
YOU NEED NOW.
São Miguel Island, aka
“the Green Island,”
in the Azores.

“I’ll be making my first trip to IRELAND
in late May, a whirlwind adventure to
explore some of the country’s great
hotels – and distilleries.” – Marika Cain,
managing editor
“I’m headed to sunny SAN DIEGO on
my first-ever solo trip, where I’ll check
out the renowned craft beer scene and
eat all the Mexican food I can get my
hands on.” – Veronica Rosalez,
graphic designer

2,500
The maximum amount, in euros, that
the Cinque Terre National Park Authority can fine travelers caught wearing
inappropriate footwear (flip-flops,
sandals, heels) on its famous Italian
coastal trails. The rules will apply this
summer – pack your sneakers!
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TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE
A HEARTWARMING
RETURN Montecito, Cali-

●

fornia’s San Ysidro Ranch
reopened this spring, more
than a year after devastating mudslides damaged the
property. The secluded retreat
focused on restoring cottages
to their original state (although
it upgraded bathrooms) and replanting mature trees. Returning guests will find the same
cozy style that has defined the
ranch for decades. “We’ve had
many tearful reunions over the
past months while reopening
slowly,” says San Ysidro’s resort
manager, Maxine Rutledge.
“Tears of joy, of course.”
●

BRAVO, PORTUGAL The

Regional Government of the
Azores – a Portuguese archipelago in the mid-Atlantic –
recently designated 15 percent
of its coastal waters as marine

protected areas. “The Azores’
remote location and nutrientrich waters have already made
these islands a mecca for diving
and snorkeling,” says Denverbased Virtuoso advisor Susan
Bruce. “This bold move to
further protect these beautiful
ecosystems, corals, and abundant marine life will help ensure
their long-term health.” Explore
the Azores (and Spain’s Canary
Islands) on a 12-day, round-tripfrom-Southampton voyage on
Celebrity Cruises’ 2,886passenger Celebrity Silhouette.
Departures: September 22 and
October 13; from $1,869.
● GOLDEN TICKETS With
major sporting events on the
horizon – the FIFA Women’s
World Cup this June in France
and the 2020 Tokyo Summer
Olympics, for example – it’s a
good time for a reminder that

your travel advisor has access
to Events 365, powered by
Ticket Evolution, a service that
secures tickets to sold-out
concerts, sporting events, and
more. Events 365 can also work
with advisors on an array of
custom VIP experiences, from
a meet and greet with NBA star
Stephen Curry to an on-stage
table at a Lady Gaga concert.
THE RUMORS AREN’T TRUE
No, American citizens will not
soon need a visa to travel to Europe – though they’ll have to fill
out a new online application and
pay a seven-euro fee. The ETIAS
(European Travel Information
and Authorization System) visa
waiver applies to all 26 countries
in Europe’s Schengen Area, and,
once completed, it’s good for
three years. Don’t worry, you’ve
still got time: The change goes
into effect in 2021.

●
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WHERE WE’RE GOING

Advertisement

Kyoto
Basics
By Richard S.,
Swain Destinations

Tales from our Travels
Kyoto is an amazing city with a rich history
that keeps anyone who visits captivated.
Explore the beautiful palace and grounds of the
Nijo Castle, or follow the trails lined with torii
gates up to Fushimi Inari-taisha, one of Kyoto’s
most famous shrines. I also recommend visiting
the Arashiyama District, which offers a great
variety of historic temples and shrines, lots
of small shops and restaurants and of course,
the famous Bamboo Grove. Much quieter
than central Kyoto, this area feels like a small
getaway within the city.
We chose to stay at a machiya—a traditional
Japanese townhouse. It was a simple, warm
space with tatami mats on the floors and
furniture designed for use while kneeling or
sitting on the ground. We quite enjoyed our
time relaxing and taking in the experience of
simply being in the house.
Among many great food options, I recommend
Menbakaichidai Ramen, where the dish is served
with one big twist: fire! The fire ignites when the
chef pours a small amount of hot oil onto green
onions piled on top of the bowl. The process
releases a unique flavor, and the spectacle is
every bit as entertaining as it is delicious.

Throughout our Japanese adventure,
which included visits to Fukuoka,
Osaka, Kyoto and Tokyo, we found
ourselves saying “if only we had
another day here” as we left each city.
This was most true of Kyoto; home to
many famous historic landmarks in the
country. It is a must-see destination to
include in your journey through Japan.

About Swain Destinations
For over 30 years, Swain Destinations has
been creating personalized adventures
to the world's most unique destinations.
Whatever your interests and style may be,
our travel experts ensure you not only visit a
destination, but truly experience it.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and start planning today!

Need to Know

ASK THE ADVISORS
WHAT’S YOUR SECRET TRICK FOR BEATING JET LAG?

“It’s all about a regimen: no coffee or alcohol on the
plane, and a vigorous cardio workout on arrival to tire

yourself for eight hours of sound sleep.” – Gennady
Podolsky, Chicago
“If you feel jet-lagged on arrival, take a short nap – but
set an alarm and don’t sleep for too long. Another good
idea: Try to book flights that arrive in your destination at night. I always aim to do that, and then I can go
straight to bed and wake up the next morning feeling
refreshed and ready to go.” – Amber Kimble, Denver

We know: The jet-lag
struggle is real.

BACKGROUND RESEARCH
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PERU (“In the Clouds,” page 120):
Watch The Motorcycle Diaries, the
2004 biopic starring Gael García
Bernal and based on Che Guevara’s 1952 motorcycle expedition
across South America.

CONSERVATION AT
40,000 FEET

Qantas is taking sustainability
to new heights, recently announcing plans to become the
world’s first airline to reuse,
recycle, and/or compost at
least 75 percent of its waste by
the end of 2021. The move will
include introducing recyclable
or compostable coffee cups,
making boarding passes completely digital, and ditching all
single-use plastics.

FREEZE-FRAME

IF YOU’RE GOING TO …

ITALY (“Wish You Were Here,”
page 102): Read See You in the
Piazza: New Places to Discover in
Italy, a recently released travelogue and recipe collection from
Under the Tuscan Sun author
Frances Mayes.

GREATER
GOOD

GRAND TETON NATIONAL
PARK (“The National Park No

One Knows,” page 78): Admire
Ansel Adams’ black-and-white
landscape photography in the
coffee-table compendium Ansel
Adams in the National Parks.

“Patience pays off when it comes
to travel photography. So many
elements can shift in an instant
and drastically change your composition. When I first arrived at
Machu Picchu, I could barely see
anything. I waited in the same spot
for 20 minutes, and as soon as
the clouds parted, I started taking
photos. Within minutes, the ruins
were completely hidden again.”
– Korena Bolding Sinnett, from
“In the Clouds,” page 120

(CLOCKS) GETTY IMAGES, (MACHU PICCHU) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

“No matter how tired I am when I arrive in a new time
zone, I stay awake until bedtime. I also drink warm
lemon water throughout the flight and have more after
landing. And sleep on the plane as much as possible, so
you’re ready to start your day on arrival.”
– Renee D’Avirro, Santa Ana, California

Luxury in Hawaii
Experience the finest accommodations and impeccable service

OAHU

MAUI

The Kahala Hotel & Resort

The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua

from

1225

$

1

Scenic Room.
Includes complimentary shuttle service to Waikiki Beach.
Virtuoso Amenities2:
Complimentary room upgrade, $100 resort credit, daily buffet breakfast,
welcome card, macadamia nut welcome amenity and
early/late check-in/out.

from

$

18541

One-Bedroom Garden View Residential Suite.
Virtuoso Amenities2:
Complimentary room upgrade and
welcome amenity.

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nights’ accommodation, taxes and more PLUS Kids 12 & younger stay FREE!

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY
1Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 10/1/19, in room categories shown.
2Virtuoso Amenities: Applies to new bookings only. Amenities are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may apply for certain amenities. Please ask for
details. Blackout dates may apply.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility
fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without
notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-flight notification deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies
vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2019 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• SLIP AWAY TO SÃO PAULO
Been to Rio? Try a change of pace in São Paulo at the inviting Palácio Tangará hotel, a
heady mix of modern design, fascinating art, and ample opportunities for relaxation, all
surrounded by Burle Marx Park. Lounge by the two pools, indulge in a Sisley spa treatment, and dine on Jean-Georges Vongerichten cuisine at the signature restaurant.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 30, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience
includes one night free when booking a three-night stay; a $100-value food and beverage credit; breakfast for two daily;
a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• SAVORING SAVANNAH
Just steps from Savannah’s iconic Forsyth Park, Perry Lane Hotel invites guests to
immerse themselves in its fair city – or to simply relax and discover the hotel’s quiet
nooks. Voted one of the best hotels in the world, it offers three dining options, an expansive art collection, and one-of-a-kind city tours.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available June 16 through August 29, 2019; book by August 28, 2019.
Virtuoso exclusive experience includes 50 percent off an interconnecting or adjacent room with a two-night stay, if
available; a $100 resort credit; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• ENDLESS ISLAND NIGHTS
The only thing better than a getaway in sun-splashed Bermuda is a night free – extending
your stay in paradise. Use your extra time at Fairmont Southampton to golf at the awardwinning Turtle Hill Golf Club, indulge in massages at the serene Willow Stream Spa, wiggle
your toes in the pink sands of the resort’s private beach, and hop the complimentary
ferry to downtown Hamilton.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes a
third or fourth night free; a $100-value resort credit; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• MONTRÉAL INDULGENCE
Experience two of Montréal’s great attractions: the Grand Prix of Canada in June (pictured
– credit Formule Peel) and high-end shopping. Formula One fans can enjoy the excitement of the race and stay in comfort at Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth. The expanded
Fairmont Gold offerings, a mixology bar with a fabulous outdoor terrace, and a wellness
center make the hotel a focal point of Montréal’s culture.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 31, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes
a fourth night free; a $100-value food and beverage credit; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more.

• BEACHSIDE IN SANTA BARBARA
Located just steps from one of the most beautiful beaches in California, overlooking the
Pacific Ocean and the Channel Islands, Four Seasons Resort The Biltmore Santa Barbara
feels like your own personal haven. Now, with a generous resort credit, you’ll be able to
experience even more, from oceanfront dining at Bella Vista and sunset tapas at Ty
Lounge to pampering spa treatments.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until July 31, 2019; book by June 30, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive
experience includes two nights’ accommodation, a resort credit up to $300, and more.

• ROYAL ROMANCE AT THE BLUE CITY
Live out the traditions of Rajput hospitality at Umaid Bhawan Palace, a Taj hotel, once the
sole preserve of maharajas and maharanis. This restored palace has been the principal
residence of the royal family of Jodhpur since 1943 and boasts incredible views of the
historic Blue City and colossal Mehrangarh Fort.

Virtuoso rates from INR 33,500 per room, per night. Available until September 30, 2019; book by September 26, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes two nights’ accommodation; breakfast in bed for two daily; one afternoon tea for two; a
visit to the palace museum; a private dining experience for two, once per stay; a massage for two, once per stay; and more.

PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
• PARADISE BECKONS
Treat your loved ones to a vacation they’ll never forget at The Cove, Paradise Island. You’ll
soon be on island time, your days spent relaxing to the rhythm of the sea. Spread out in a
spacious suite, with a full or a French balcony with water views, a step-down living room,
and even a customized in-room bar with out-of-the-ordinary culinary treats. When the
outdoors call, stroll along two spectacular beaches, Cove and Paradise Beach. Adult
guests of The Cove have exclusive access to The Cove Pool, offering 20 private oceanside
cabanas with dedicated butler service, outdoor gaming, and beachside dining at Sip Sip.
For those who want adventure, Atlantis, Paradise Island is yours to explore, with its 141acre waterscape, thrilling waterslides, and the largest open-air marine habitat in the world.
Savor fresh Bahamian seafood at master chef José Andrés’ Fish at The Cove, or dine in
one of 20 other restaurants at Atlantis, including Nobu Matsuhisa’s Nobu and Todd
English’s Olives.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2019. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a
$100-value food and beverage credit; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; and more.

• EXOTIC OMAN AND JORDAN
A treasure trove of ancient sites and celebrated landscapes await on this 13-day
multicountry discovery with Ker & Downey through Muscat, Jabal Akhdar, Amman, Petra,
Wadi Rum, and the Dead Sea. Staying in extraordinary hotels along the way, you’ll be
immersed in the sights and history of the Middle East and accompanied by an expert
guide. In Oman, embark on an exploration of Muscat, between the Arabian Sea and the AlHajar Mountains, visiting a dhow shipyard and the Bait Al Zubair museum. Drive through
the mountains and learn about rich Omani traditions in small villages, meeting local
artisans in Wadi Ghul. In Petra, Jordan, go back in time – to the twelfth century, no less – at
Karak Castle, a relic of the Crusader age, and the incredible Nabatean rock-carved city at
Petra. Venture to Wadi Rum by four-wheel drive with a Bedouin driver, setting off to find
the sites from Lawrence of Arabia’s experiences in the dunes. End your journey at the
magical Dead Sea, with its dramatic sunsets and legendary healing waters.

Virtuoso rates from $11,790 per person, per package. Book by July 31, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes most
meals (excluding beverages), local transportation and services of a private guide, a welcome bottle of wine, and a spa
services credit.

• LIVE THE FRENCH WAY
Sofitel Legend The Grand Amsterdam has so many stories to tell. Located in the heart of
the city, this five-star hotel boasts a rich history: from a fifteenth-century convent to royal
lodgings and Dutch Admiralty headquarters to the city hall of Amsterdam. Today,
resplendent in its French grandeur, the hotel effortlessly blends sleek, modern design and
amenities with odes to its fairy-tale past through architectural details and timeless
elegance. Check into one of the 52 lavish suites, complete with butler service; visit the
indulgent, bi-level spa and its Turkish hammam; dine at the Michelin-starred restaurant,
Bridges; spend time in the Library “Or” with its extensive collection of books; or take a
break on the colorful garden terrace. Just outside the doors are two of the city’s finest
canals – Oudezijds Achterburgwal and Oudezijds Voorburgwal. In need of retail therapy?
The concierge is happy to arrange a personal shopper to guide you through the boutiques
of Amsterdam.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2019. Virtuoso exclusive experience includes a
complimentary pre- or post-cruise pickup or drop-off transfer between the river cruise terminal and the hotel; a
$100-value food and beverage credit; breakfast for two daily; a room upgrade at time of booking, if available; and more.

Souvenir

Singapore finds from
Eighty Two Tales (shoes),
Hygge (book, luggage tag,
and coaster), 313@Somerset
(postcard), Jia (earrings),
Robinsons (patch), and
Kikki.K (stationery).

SINGAPORE
There’s no doubt last year’s film Crazy Rich Asians put Singapore on many travelers’ wish lists, but the island nation was an appealing getaway long before Hollywood arrived. The compact city is super clean and modern, with an easy-to-navigate subway
system that makes hopping from Orchard Road’s luxe department stores to Haji Lane’s indie boutiques (don’t miss Hygge and
Jia) a breeze. Singapore’s diverse ethnic makeup – a mix of Chinese, Malay, Indian, Eurasian, and Peranakan – feels most evident
in the array of dishes sizzling at hawker centers across the city, from the Maxwell Food Centre to Lau Pa Sat. Hainanese chicken
rice and Hokkien prawn mee were hits with my family. Another favorite: Gardens by the Bay, a nature park with horticultural
displays and whimsical, 160-foot artificial supertrees that twinkle against the Singapore skyline. – Melanie Fowler, design director

TIP: For some of Orchard Road’s best shopping – and dining – head to the ION Orchard complex, home
to Louis Vuitton, Prada, and a food hall full of must-try hawker stands.
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SHOPPING SPREES AND HAWKER STALLS IN ASIA’S MULTICULTURAL METROPOLIS.

Life is short.

AREN’T YOU GLAD YOU HAVE
A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR?

Paris, France

Your time matters, and you deserve the best. From weekend getaways to longer
Your time
matters and
youyou
deserve
the best.us
From
getaways
itineraries,
thank
for entrusting
withweekend
your travel
dreams.to longer
itineraries, thank you for entrusting us with your travel dreams.
If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.
The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Only the Best
Virtuoso puts a premium on personalized travel. That’s why
Virtuoso travel advisors don’t just plan trips, they perk them up –
with hotel credits, complimentary room upgrades, and customized
touches to make every experience exceptional. Find one who’s
right for you in the advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

