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ADVENTURE CALLS
LIFE-CHANGING TRIPS ON EVERY CONTINENT

Get Wet 
and Wild on 

Kauai

DESERT STARGAZING, 
STREET ART IN BOGOTÁ &  
TIPS FOR TRAVELING GREEN+



The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Check out the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com to find the  
one who’s right for you. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso Network of  
770+ Agency Locations

Virtuoso Connects Travelers to  
The World’s Best Travel Advisors

Virtuoso travel advisors have the firsthand knowledge, global expertise,  

and industry connections to get you more value — upgrades, private  

access, and added touches — to really make you feel like a VIP.  

Whether you already know where you want to go, or are looking  

for inspiration, they’ll help you plan unforgettable luxury experiences. 

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for every trip, near or far.



THE MOST ADMIRED VENUES LOOK A LITTLE DIFFERENT 
when you’re the only ones there. 



VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVES
Virtuoso guests receive $200 per person shipboard credit on ALL 
new 2017 and 2018 bookings. 

Plus, if guests choose one of several Uniworld departures, they’ll 
receive a complimentary Virtuoso Voyages custom excursion and 
the services of an onboard Virtuoso host (cruise portion only).

FEATURED VOYAGES
Timeless Wonders of Vietnam, Cambodia & the Mekong
Ho Chi Minh City to Hanoi  |  15 Days  |  Mekong Navigator
Starting from $5,699 per person 

India’s Gold Triangle & the Sacred Ganges
New Delhi to Kolkata  |  13 Days  |  Ganges Voyager II
Starting from $8,099 per person

Castles along the Rhine
Basel to Amsterdam  |  8 Days  |  S.S. Antoinette
Starting from $2,999 per person

Legendary Rhine & Moselle
Amsterdam to Basel  |  13 Days  |  River Queen 
Starting from $4,999 per person

European Jewels
Budapest to Amsterdam  |  16 Days  |  River Duchess
Starting from $6,499 per person

Bordeaux, Vineyards & Châteaux
Bordeaux to Bordeaux  |  8 Days  |  River Royale
Starting from $2,699 per person

Gems of Northern Italy
Milan to Venice  |  10 Days  |  River Countess
Starting from $3,339 per person

All fares and shipboard credit are per guest, in US dollars, based on double occupancy unless otherwise noted. Fares are for cruise or cruise/tour only for travel in the lowest 
category stateroom/suite on select itineraries and departure dates. Featured fare of $5,699 applies to voyage on Mekong Navigator departing on 1/12/18; $8,099 applies to 
voyage on Ganges Voyager ll departing on 1/12/18; $2,999 applies to voyage on S.S. Antoinette departing on 3/25/18; $4,999 applies to voyage on River Queen departing on 
4/18/18; $6,499 applies to voyage on River Duchess departing on 5/2/18; $2,699 applies to voyage on River Royale departing on 3/18/18; and $3,399 applies to voyage on River 
Countess departing on 3/30/18. Fares do not include airfare (for all itineraries) or port charges (for Vietnam & Cambodia). All fares, itineraries, shore excursions and policies 
are capacity controlled, and are subject to change at any time without notice. Availability of all suite categories cannot be guaranteed. Fares for single guests are available 
upon request. Exclusive Amenities and Virtuoso Voyages off ers are combinable with all current Uniworld promotions, and the American Express Cruise Privileges Program 
for Platinum and Centurion card members; if forfeited, no cash reimbursement will be given. Off ers are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time. Additional 
restrictions may apply. For complete details, general information, and terms and conditions applicable to all Uniworld voyages, please visit Uniworld.com. CST #2075415-20

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 
TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE AND RECEIVE 
EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.



STEP INTO OUR WORLD. 
Then step out into the rest of it. 

Our unique, award-winning ships are just the beginning. Each day of your voyage presents you with a 

choice of several adventures to enjoy onshore, including our more than 80 Exclusive Experiences. These 

excursions are completely unique to Uniworld guests, like a private “Morning at the Masters” tour of 

the Vienna Art History Museum or a visit to a Provence tru�  e farm in search of the “black diamond.”

Or for a higher-energy experience, you can head out on one of several “Go Active” excursions, taking 

you on guided bicycle rides, vineyard hikes and golf outings.  

Adventure seekers of all types will fi nd a home on an exotic Uniworld itinerary to Asia or India. This 

spiritually soothing area of the world is both ancient and modern, and includes many opportunities to 

travel off  the beaten path, taste the native delicacies and explore like a local. And just like your cruise, 

these nations are anything but cookie cutter. 

COLOR YOUR WORLD BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL ON A UNIWORLD VOYAGE. 

STEP INTO OUR WORLD.
Then step out into the rest of it. 



Our work-of-art ships are each one-of-a-kind, complete with 

handcrafted furniture commissioned exclusively for Uniworld, 

carefully curated artwork and antiques (including originals by 

Matisse, Picasso and Miró), and a bespoke design scheme. 

Come add some extra fl air and elegance to your travel plans—

because you deserve an original masterpiece.

“CREATIVITY TAKES COURAGE” 
– Henri Matisse

DISCOVER WHAT SETS UNIWORLD APART ON YOUR NEXT CRUISE.
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Virtuoso® is the leading international travel agency 

network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. This 

by-invitation-only organization comprises more than 770 

travel agency partners with more than 15,200 elite travel 

advisors in 44 countries throughout North America, Latin 

America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and 

the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships 

with 1,700 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise 

lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, 

the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive 

amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. For a 

subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All 

pricing and travel described herein are subject to change 

and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are 

per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do 

not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. 

Publisher assumes no liability for the representations 

contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for 

unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing 

may be reprinted in whole or in part without written 

consent of the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.

com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. 

VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO TRAVELER 

CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso 

Traveler Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, 

Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To stop receiving 

Virtuoso Traveler, contact your travel advisor or email 

gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST#2069091; 

TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington 

UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not 

constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright 

© 2017 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the 

United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists 

in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso 

Voyages, Virtuoso Traveler, Journey to Global Citizenship, 

Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered 

trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the Best and Expect 

the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. 

has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, 

© 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of 

Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with 

numerous national trademark registries around the world. 

Senior Vice President/Publisher  

Terrie L. Hansen

Editorial Director Elaine Srnka

EDITORIAL/DESIGN

Editor Joel Centano  

Designer Veronica Rosalez  

Associate Editor Amy Cassell

Digital Content Editor  

Annie Fitzsimmons

Copy Editor Diane Sepanski 

Researchers Amanda Ogle,  

Natasha Racco, Mary Risher 

Coordinator Denise Rodriguez

MARKETING/ADVERTISING

Managing Director, Marketing and  

Communications Sharon McGrath 

Managing Director, Marketing Products 

Laura Sport

Managing Director, Global Public Relations 

Misty Ewing Belles

Director, Virtuoso.com Matt Elliott

Senior Manager, Public Relations  

Betsy Goldberg

Senior Marketing Manager 

Kim Bradshaw

Director, Marketing Products and Programs 

Robert Duncan 

Senior Manager, Digital Marketing  

Pam Morton 

Global Marketing Manager  

Gena Wooten 

Marketing Services Specialist  

Molly Mayfield

PRODUCTION 

Director Kathy Terrell 

Senior Production Manager Jona Cherry 

Production Manager Martin Nogueira 

Photo Production Walter Kelly 

Layout Production Marcia Friedman

Coordinator Natalie Sherman

CIRCULATION/DATABASE SERVICES

Lanecha White, Amy Hyde, 

Gaylynn Magers, Kim Stutzman

ACCOUNT SALES

Kevin Abell, Amy Bailey, Beth Butzlaff, Carol 

Coleman, Cece Drummond, Cricket Ducat, 

Xabier Eguren, Arllys Filmer-Bennett, Trisha 

Foresman, Audra Fuest, Christine Gilbert, 

Karen Goldberg, Stephanie Lee, Tony 

Logan, Karyn McCarthy, Gregg Nielsen, 

Wendy Romanow, Daniela Trotta, Annabel 

Yost, Mary Kaye Zanatta

Virtuoso connects travelers to the world’s top travel advisors, along with a coveted 

portfolio of nearly 1,700 top hotels, cruise lines, tour operators, destination specialists, 

tourism boards, and more. It’s a curated group of the best the travel industry has to offer.

What Is Virtuoso?

WHY WORK WITH A 
TRAVEL ADVISOR? 

Virtuoso travel advisors elevate every trip. A great advisor …

• Takes It from Ordinary 

to Extraordinary: Virtuoso 

advisors can assist with 

everything from big-picture 

aspects (including knowing 

where to go – and when) 

to the details that matter 

(think booking hotel rooms 

with the best views).

• Makes You a VIP: Ex-

pect customized itinerar-

ies and insider access all 

over the world. Virtuoso 

advisors are also able to 

secure special benefits 

you can’t get on your 

own, including exclusive 

hotel amenities such as 

preferred rates and avail-

ability, room upgrades (if 

available), and extras like 

spa treatments and dining 

credits. Perks on “Virtuoso 

Voyages” sailings often in-

clude cocktail parties with 

an onboard host, special 

shore excursions, a private 

car and driver in port, or 

shipboard credits.

• Knows the World: 

The best advisors travel 

the globe – scouting out 

hotels, deepening relation-

ships with tour guides, 

and gleaning firsthand 

knowledge of destinations 

for you.

• Knows Your Travel Style: 

Virtuoso advisors under-

stand what’s most impor-

tant to you, whether it’s 

taking private cooking 

classes or simply loung-

ing by the pool. 

• Expands Your Horizons: 

Your advisor will help you 

think creatively about 

where to go and what to 

do. Count on recommen-

dations for hot new desti-

nations, plus new ways to 

experience those places 

you’ve already visited.

• Can Handle Anything: 

When problems occur 

away from home, con-

sider your advisor your 

personal help line and 

“fixer” who knows how to 

quickly turn things around 

for the better.



Cuesta del Obispo, Calchaquies Valley

Salta Province, Argentina Northwest





The newest member of the Silversea family is here and it’s pure artistry in motion. The epitome of inspired Italian design 

and exceptional craftsmanship, she will be the author of your dreams as they voyage from one picture-perfect port to 

the next. Eight superb dining venues featuring bespoke gourmet menus from around the world, spacious suites that 

can be combined to make family travel effortless, intimate cozy nooks, elegant lounges, a state-of-the-art theatre, 

a jazz club, three whirlpools and an impressive spa are just some of the comforts you can enjoy on board.

TO RESERVE YOUR SUITE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR

9 INTIMATE SHIPS  •  7 CONTINENTS  •  OVER 800 PORTS  •  INFINITE POSSIBILITIES



T H I S  I S

C H A L L E N G E  C R A V I N G

A D V E N T U R E  B R A V I N G

Venues, activities and itineraries vary by ship. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details. ©2017 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas  17056272 • 4/12/17

Contact Your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor to learn about Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits.

Rock Climbing Wall and Ultimate AbyssSM — Harmony of the Seas®

Gravity defying on a skydiving simulator. Tide taming on the FlowRider®. Summit seeking atop the 

Rock Climbing Wall. Experience all this and more without even leaving deck onboard the most 

revolutionary ships at sea — Anthem®, Oasis®, Allure®, Harmony of the Seas® and the newly announced 

Symphony of the SeasSM. All between island hopping adventures and recharging in the most incredible 

suites at sea. This is not a cruise. And this is not the Caribbean — this is the Royal Caribbean®.

2016 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Resort/Contemporary 
Cruise Line

WINNER
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NEWS ON NAVIGATING THE WORLD + THE PERKS AND PRIVILEGES OF USING A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

COMPASS

STAR POWER An adventure to a remote destination has its perks – wide-open spaces, powerful landscapes, and time to 

recharge. But one of its best benefits doesn’t emerge until after sunset, when millions of stars blanket the sky. Wyoming’s 

158-room Four Seasons Resort and Residences Jackson Hole takes its stargazing seriously: In-house astronomer Ryan  

Hennessy leads nightly treks to nearby Grand Teton National Park and other great viewing spots. His two-hour constellation 

crash courses are elevated, thanks to wine, cheese, and a pair of Schmidt-Cassegrains – the Rolls-Royce of telescopes. The 

resort hosts occasional pop-up events to celebrate outer space, including one for the total solar eclipse on August 21. (Rooms 

are sold out, but tickets for the resort’s viewing event were still available at press time.) Other summer adventures at the resort 

include wildlife safaris, guided hikes, and fly-fishing field trips. Doubles from $779; Virtuoso travelers receive a welcome amenity, 

a bottle of wine, and breakfast daily. Stargazing excursions from $1,275 for up to six people. Solar eclipse event, $375 per person. 

COMPASS IS REPORTED BY COSTAS CHRIST, ELAINE GLUSAC, SUSAN HANSON, AND JEN LYONS.

BIKING TOURS 18  |  FARM-TO-MESA DINING 21  | CUBA CALLING 22  | STYLISH GOLF GEAR 24

Turn the page 

for more star-

studded summer 

adventures.
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Compass

Head to the desert and look up for astronomy 

adventures at these Virtuoso properties. 

THE RITZ-CARLTON, 
DOVE MOUNTAIN
Marana, Arizona 

Star Search: Warm weather 

year-round makes Arizona’s 

Sonoran Desert a prime night-

skies destination. Guests at 

the 253-room Ritz get in on 

the celestial action during 

complimentary weekly  

stargazing sessions on its 

Camor Lawn. Learn how to 

identify a few constellations, 

and search for them again 

later with the desktop tele-

scope in your guest room. 

Daytime Diversion: The 

Turquesa Pool and its fun-for-

all-ages 235-foot waterslide. 

Doubles from $159; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 resort credit.

LONGITUDE 131̊
Red Centre, Australia 

Star Search: Admiring the 

Milky Way is practically a pas-

time at this 16-tent lodge near 

Australia’s Uluru-Kata Tjuta Na-

tional Park. Every other night, 

the resort’s astronomy team 

joins guests for stargazing after 

a sunset dinner atop the dunes, 

and sleeping under the stars is 

encouraged: Staff set up king-

size swags (sleeping bags) on 

your veranda’s daybed. 

Daytime Diversion: An early-

morning excursion to the  

otherworldly Walpa Gorge. 

Doubles from $2,101; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily 

and a $50 activity credit. (The 

lodge is closed for renovations 

and reopens on August 1.)  

AWASI ATACAMA
San Pedro de Atacama, Chile

Star Search: The ten-suite 

Awasi Atacama lodge shares 

a town with one of the world’s 

most powerful observatories, 

if that says anything about the 

area’s astronomy cred. Awasi 

has its own modest observatory 

15 minutes away – guests hop 

in a private four-wheel drive 

with their guide and join an as-

tronomer there, who points out 

constellations with a laser torch 

before showcasing the night sky 

through the dome’s telescope.

Daytime Diversion: A drive 

through the Atacama Desert 

to search for llamas.

Three-night, all-inclusive 

stays from $2,290 per person; 

Virtuoso travelers receive a 

private cooking class. 

ANDBEYOND SOSSUSVLEI  
DESERT LODGE
Namib Desert, Namibia

Star Search: Set within Af-

rica’s only certified Dark Sky 

Reserve (an exceptionally 

starry area that is kept free 

of artificial light pollution), 

this ten-room lodge sees its 

fair share of twinkling skies. 

A resident astronomer leads 

nightly stargazing sessions, 

which take place in an on-site 

observatory on the edge of 

the Namib Desert.  

Daytime Diversion: An early-

morning hot-air balloon ride 

over the sand dunes.

Doubles from $738 per 

person, including all meals, 

drinks, and game drives; Virtu-

oso travelers receive a private 

desert stargazing dinner.

STELLAR SUMMER 
VACATIONS

Seeing stars at andBeyond 

Sossusvlei Desert Lodge and 

(below) Longitude 131°.
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newzealand.com/luxury

Cecil Peak

A short helicopter ride away is the 

top of the world, with a personal 

tour guide to help you explore a 

land like no other. 

Enjoy an experience most can only 

dream of in a picturesque setting 

that feels unreal.   

See the whole story at

newzealand.com/luxury

    PERFECTION  

EVER Y  
FROM

PERSPECTIVE
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5 REASONS TO LOVE: SHEEN FALLS LODGE

THE COUNTRYSIDE IS CALLING  
Fairfield, Connecticut-based Virtuoso travel advisor Kelly Millington shares her favorite 

ways to play at this 71-room retreat in Ireland’s County Kerry.

 FISHING. “The estate has 15 miles 

of river and a resident fly-fishing 

instructor. Guests can leave their 

catches in the smokehouse and en-

joy them for dinner the next day.” 

 NATURE. “A guided trek to Glen-

inchaquin Park is worth it for the 

waterfalls and magical views of 

Kenmare Bay in the distance.”

 FALCONRY. “For guests with children, 

this activity is a must for the hands-

on experience with hawks and owls. 

Take photos, because they will defi-

nitely end up on a holiday card.”

 DAY TRIPS. “I always recommend 

a visit to the Beara Peninsula [a 

45-minute drive], which is much less 

touristy and crowded than the Ring 

of Kerry, but just as beautiful.”

 VIRTUOSO PERKS. “The lodge recently 

restored its 1936 vintage Buick, and 

all Virtuoso travelers receive a ride in 

it to Kenmare, an adorable town with 

great shops, restaurants, and pubs.”

STAY: Doubles from $511; Virtuoso 

travelers receive a bottle of wine on 

arrival, breakfast daily, and a private 

Buick excursion to Kenmare.

BRB, GOING TO CUBA: Key West, Florida’s 40-cottage 

Sunset Key Cottages has introduced private-jet day trips to 

Havana. The super-luxe splurge is available for groups of up to 

six, and itineraries can be completely customized – join a histo-

rian for an architectural tour and then visit a cigar factory with 

a local cigar sommelier, for example. Day trips from $16,000 

for six people, including all visas, activities, and private-jet 

transfers. Cottages from $695; Virtuoso travelers receive  

breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit. 

ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN 
ZEN
At Canada’s Fairmont  

Chateau Lake Louise, days 

spent hiking and horseback 

riding in Banff National Park 

can now include a little inner 

adventure too. The 555-room 

hotel’s new transformational 

travel series taps experts 

such as wellness consultant 

and author Dr. Eva Selhub 

and yoga instructor Tracey 

Delfs for a series of  

consciousness-raising 

retreats packed with daily 

meditation, yoga classes, na-

ture walks, wellness talks, and 

healthy meals. The goal: to 

help guests recharge and re-

connect while learning to live 

in a more balanced, authentic 

way. Three-day retreats from 

$580 per person, including 

all accommodations, meals, 

yoga classes, and wellness 

programs; Virtuoso travelers 

receive a professional pho-

tography session.

For more 

on Cuba, 

turn to 

page 22.
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CONSCIENTIOUS CRUISING

Marine conservation scientist Dr. Alex-

ander Tewfi k shares his insights about 

recovering coral reefs and community-

based conservation during a 12-day sail-

ing to the Cook and Society 

islands. Tewfi k comes 

aboard Paul Gauguin 

Cruises’ 332-passen-

ger Gauguin as part 

of a new wildlife 

lecture series cre-

ated in partnership 

with the Wildlife 

Conservation Society. 

Departure: October 7, 

2017; from $6,145.

MIND GAME Norwegian Cruise Line brings the escape room phenomenon to the high seas with Escape the Big 

Top, an adventure experience in which guests, “locked” in an onboard venue after a carnival act goes awry, must 

solve clues that will help them break free before time runs out.

The world’s second-largest reef and plenty of intriguing wrecks make the Caribbean a 

top spot to hit the water. Dive enthusiasts cruising the region are now able to brush up on 

their scuba skills – and even become certifi ed – right on board their Royal Caribbean In-

ternational ship. The cruise line recently teamed up with the Professional Association of 

Diving Instructors (PADI) to create fully equipped and professionally staffed dive centers

on ten vessels in its fl eet. Courses range from a half-hour overview to a full-on certifi ca-

tion program that includes four open-water dives in the deeps off Saint Croix, Cozumel, 

CocoCay, and other popular ports of call. PADI courses from $29 to $599.

Deadliest 
Ketchikan
Fans of Discovery Chan-

nel’s Deadliest Catch can 

join the captain and crew 

of the heralded crabbing 

boat Aleutian Ballad as 

they fi sh the calm waters 

off Ketchikan. The day’s 

catch is displayed in a live 

tank before being released 

back to the Bering Sea. 

Oceania Cruises offers 

the shore excursion on a 

series of seven- to ten-day 

Alaska sailings aboard the 

684-passenger Regatta. 

Departures: Multiple dates, 

June 10 through September 

10, 2017; from $1,399. Excur-

sion from $269.

CAMBODIA BY 
COUSTEAU
Ocean conservationist Jean-Michel

Cousteau turns his sights on the Me-

kong River when he hosts three envi-

ronmentally focused cruises aboard 

Aqua Expeditions’ 40-passenger

Aqua Mekong. The famed explorer 

also travels to the Peruvian Amazon 

for two voyages on the 32-passenger 

Aria Amazon. Eight-day Mekong

departures: September 15, 2017, and 

February 23 and September 14, 2018; 

from $8,995. Eight-day Amazon

departures: February 9 and October 5, 

2018; from $8,505.

CARIBBEAN DEEP

True destination immersion.True destination immersion.
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NEW SHIP

More Newcomers Making Waves

Adventure cruising takes a decid-

edly more sophisticated turn with 

the arrival of the 100-passenger 

National Geographic Quest. The 

first purpose-built expedition ship 

built entirely in the U.S., Lindblad 

Expeditions’ latest comes loaded 

with Zodiacs, kayaks, and paddle-

boards, along with cool research 

tools, among them a remotely 

operated vehicle to help record 

underwater videos and a hydro-

phone to broadcast vocalizations 

of marine life, along with a live 

cam on the open bow specially de-

signed for wildlife viewing. Nearly 

half of its 50 nautically hued cabins 

feature French balconies; 12 adjoin-

ing cabins accommodate adven-

turesome families. Quest launches 

later this month in Alaska’s Inside 

Passage and will go on to explore 

the tropical coasts of Costa Rica, 

Panama, and Belize. 

VIKING HILD

Viking River Cruises 

Launched: March 18

Passengers: 190 

Destinations: Europe’s 

Rhine and Moselle rivers 

What You’ll Love: Suites 

with full verandas and 

French balconies; a 

sundeck with a shaded 

sitting area, herb garden, 

and 360-degree views

Be Sure To: Watch the 

sunset from the indoor/

outdoor lounge at the 

ship’s bow

JOIE DE VIVRE  

Uniworld Boutique River 

Cruise Collection

Launched: April 2

Passengers: 128

Destination:  

France’s Seine River

What You’ll Love: 

Handcrafted furnishings  

and fine antiques, an 

onboard spa and wellness 

center, the Parisian-like 

sidewalk café

Be Sure To: Catch live 

music and classic French 

films at Claude’s, a glitzy 

supper club

SILVER MUSE

Silversea Cruises

Launched: April 10

Passengers: 596

Destinations: Central 

America, Northern Eur- 

ope and the British Isles,  

and beyond

What You’ll Love: The 

apartment-style, two-

bedroom Owner’s Suites; 

Asian fusion cuisine at 

Indochine; the Silver Note 

jazz and blues club

Be Sure To: Cook your own 

meal at the only lava stone 

restaurant at sea

Vision Quest

Artist renderings of the soon-to-

launch National Geographic Quest 

and (below) a Category 4 cabin.

outdoor lounge at the 



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R1 8

Compass

(G
E

R
M

A
N

Y
)
 C

H
R

IS
T

O
P

H
E

R
 M

IC
H

E
L

/
B

A
C

K
R

O
A

D
S

, 
(C

A
N

A
D

A
)
 S

É
B

A
S

T
IE

N
 L

A
R

O
S

E
/

B
U

T
T

E
R

F
IE

L
D

 &
 R

O
B

IN
S

O
N

, 
(
G

U
L

E
T

)
 M

U
H

U
R

/
G

E
T

T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S

, 
(
A

S
S

O
S

)
 T

E
G

M
E

N
/
G

E
T

T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S

Talking Turkey
While safety concerns have kept some Westerners from 

visiting Turkey recently, “security around the country is 

high, while risks in tourist areas remain low,” notes Russell 

Glasheen, a Virtuoso travel advisor from Jacksonville, 

Florida. Curious travelers willing to follow their wanderlust 

can do so in style along the Aegean coast aboard a tradi-

tional Turkish gulet (wooden sailboat), part of a customiz-

able 13-day experience from Turkey at Its Best that includes 

touring Assos’ impressive ruins and kite-surfi ng off the coast 

of Cesme. Departures: Any day through October 31, 2017; from 

$6,450 (per person, based on a party of eight).

GERMANY
Von Drais rode his wood-

en velocipede through 

the German countryside, 

but he could have never 

imagined cycling on a 

custom titanium cruiser. 

Grab yours on Backroads’ 

six-day ride from Berlin to 

Dresden, which stops for 

winetastings, a Michelin-

starred meal, and a tour 

of Potsdam’s gardens. De-

partures: Multiple dates, 

June 18 to October 1, 2017; 

from $4,298.

CANADA
Cycling a converted 

railroad line outside 

Montréal, tasting cheese 

in pastoral Charlevoix, 

and sampling chocolate-

dipped ice cream cones 

on the Île d’Orléans add 

a decidedly new spin 

to Québec’s old-world 

appeal. Explore the 

Canadian province with 

Butterfi eld & Robinson

on a private seven-day 

journey designed for 

families. Departures: Any 

day through September 

30, 2017; from $4,895 

(per person, based on a 

party of four).

THAILAND
Villagers in remote north-

ern Thailand seldom see 

tourists, especially ones 

pedaling past the region’s 

rice paddies and peaceful 

temples. Working with 

your travel advisor, Vir-

tuoso’s local tour provider, 

EXO Travel, can craft a 

personalized seven-day 

trip that visits Doi Luang 

National Park and Wat 

Si Khom Kham, home to 

a 52-foot-high Buddha 

statue. Departures: Any 

day through December 31, 

2017; from $1,115.

It may have lacked a drivetrain, but the Laufmaschine

(running machine), created in 1817 by German inven-

tor Baron Karl von Drais de Sauerbrun, would go on 

to propel a transportation revolution. The bicycle’s 

bicentennial is a great reason to get pedaling on one 

of these freewheeling adventures.

Two-Wheelers Turn 200

Cycles of life: Biking through (clockwise from top) Derwitz, 

Germany; Canada’s Île d’Orléans; and the Thai countryside.

Gulets glide along the 

Aegean Sea and (inset) 

Assos’ Temple of Athena.



Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015   |   2016

For more information, see your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

a river cruising experience like no other

Terms & Conditions: All rates are per person in USD for cruise only. Promotional rates are valid on select 2017 and 2018 sailings only, based on double occupancy. Promotions are valid for new 
bookings and may not be applicable toward Group bookings. Offers are not combinable with any other promotions/discounts, are limited to  availability, are  capacity  controlled and are subject 
to change or termination without notice. Other  restrictions apply. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. CST#2065452-40

SAVE UP TO $1 ,500 PER STATEROOM ON SELECT  2017  &  2018  DEPARTURES

TAKE YOUR DISCOVERY OF EUROPE TO ANOTHER LEVEL. Let AmaWaterways 

 introduce you to a world where dramatic sights are met with innovative and luxurious ships — your 

 beautiful home away from home. Savor our award-winning, chef-prepared cuisine with the freshest  

local ingredients. Enjoy included shore  excursions, guided hiking and biking tours and exciting new 

Special Interest Tours — bold adventures as active as you choose to be.
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An American college student finds her wings while studying in Europe.

Send your best travel shots to editors@virtuoso.com 

for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Traveler.

HIGH-FLYING 
ADVENTURE

IN THE MOMENT
“I’ve never felt more weightless 

or thrilled in my life,” says Denver, 

Colorado, native Nikki Naiman of her 

paragliding exploit over Interlaken, 

Switzerland. “The whole experience 

of studying abroad made me more 

adventurous, and I’m so glad I was 

brave enough to try paragliding, be-

cause I loved it.”

THE TRIP 
After fi nishing a semester in Flor-

ence, Italy, Naiman joined her mom 

on a ten-day tour through Switzer-

land, France, and the Netherlands

crafted by Virtuoso travel advisor 

Kayla Zeigler of Columbus, Ohio. 

“Kayla has planned several vacations 

for my family, and every one of them 

has been fantastic,” says Naiman. 

“This trip was so incredible, because 

it was just my mom and me travel-

ing to places that looked like we’d 

walked into a photograph.” 

WHERE NEXT?
While Naiman doesn’t have any travels 

planned for the immediate future, 

Europe defi nitely left a lasting impres-

sion. “I’d love to visit Spain, Portugal, 

and Greece, or even return to Switzer-

land – it’s the most beautiful place I’ve 

ever seen,” she says.  

Winging it: A Virtuoso traveler 

and her paragliding guide soar 

over Switzerland.

TIP

“Consider bringing an

action camera [such as a 

GoPro] on your next adven-

ture. They’re small and high-

def, and can be mounted to 

all kinds of equipment.”

– Virtuoso traveler

Nikki Naiman

• An Instagram project turned global 

phenomenon, Everyday Africa: 30 Pho-

tographers Re-Picturing a Continent 

showcases the rarely seen daily life of 

ordinary Africans. Its striking photos and 

the commentary they inspired from the 

project’s followers go far in combating 

hackneyed perceptions (read: poverty 

and war) while exploring our intercon-

nectedness. $40, amazon.com.

• Neo-Expressionist artist Hunt Slonem 

celebrates his avian obsession in a new 

coffee-table book, Birds. His winged 

subjects – some encountered during his 

travels, as well as the roughly 60 rescue 

birds that share his Brooklyn studio – 

seemingly fl utter about the canvases in a 

vivid display of color and texture, setting 

the eye in motion as if they were still in 

nature. $95, glitteratiincorporated.com.

• Travelogue, craft project, and puzzle 

book all in one, Paint by Sticker: Travel

re-creates vintage travel posters one 

sticker at a time. Artists, crafters, and 

coloring-book enthusiasts simply pick, 

peel, and place stickers on the num-

bered templates to fashion such roman-

tic images as the gondolas of Venice, 

Japan’s cherry blossoms, and the Taj 

Mahal. $15, workman.com.

Three titles for creative exploration.

ART OF TRAVEL

Winging it: A Virtuoso traveler 

and her paragliding guide soar 

over Switzerland.



California casual meets Mexican 

kitchens in a series of restau-

rants strung along the Baja 

Peninsula that highlight outdoor 

dining and homegrown produce. 

Get a taste at the following trek-

worthy spots. 

• In a garden behind the Lomita 

vineyards in the Valle de Guada-

lupe wine region near Ensenada,

TrasLomita serves tacos de 

lechón, tres leches cake, and 

more from a patio-based kitchen 

run by chef Sheyla Alvarado. 

Linger over long lunches at tables 

arrayed under canopies of drying 

herbs. lomita.mx. 

• Surfer/chef Javier Plascencia’s 

new open-air Jazamango lies in 

the surf town of Todos Santos, an 

hour’s drive from Cabo San Lucas. 

Its continually changing menu 

might include fl ash-marinated yel-

lowfi n, heirloom tomato salad, and 

wood-grilled lamb, with ingredi-

ents gathered from its own farm, 

local ranches, and the nearby sea. 

jazamango.com.

• Flora Farms near San José del 

Cabo encompasses everything 

from orchards and fi elds to a 

bar, grocery, and centerpiece 

garden-set restaurant, Flora’s 

Field Kitchen, which showcases 

the harvest. Menus are highly 

seasonal, but bread and Nea-

politan-style pizzas always issue 

from the wood-burning oven. 

fl ora-farms.com.

FARM-TO-MESA, BAJA-STYLE

Clockwise from top: Flora Farms and its Neapolitan-style 

pizzas, TrasLomita’s ceviche verde, and Jazamango’s chef 

Javier Plascencia and his grilled chocolate clams.

WE ARE YOUR ACTIVE TRAVEL EXPERTS
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for details & reservations.

GO 
ACTIVE

BIKING 

MULTI-ADVENTURE

WALKING & HIKING 

FAMILY 

PRIVATE TRIPS

AND MORE
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Cuba lies just 103 miles off the 

southeastern coast of the U.S., but 

for most Americans, including 

Florida-based Virtuoso travel advi-

sor Alex Dalton, the island neigh-

bor has been an enigma. So last 

year, when the U.S. loosened travel 

restrictions to the country and a 

number of cruise and tour provid-

ers began visiting, he jumped at 

the chance to travel there. Though 

many Cubans don’t speak English, 

Dalton – who planned his trip with 

Virtuoso provider Rico Tours to 

“avoid any hiccups” – was struck 

by the hospitality he encountered. 

“I’ve been to many places, but I 

think the warmest welcome I’ve 

ever received was while walking 

around Havana,” he says. Here, 

he shares his observations on this 

lively, intriguing hot spot. 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC

Bring your dancing shoes, because 

Dalton found a band playing 

everywhere he went. “At every city 

bar and street corner,” he says, 

“every hotel lobby, even bars out 

in the country, you’ll find some 

form of great live music.” He also 

recommends the elaborate cabaret 

shows at Havana’s historic Hotel 

Nacional de Cuba. 

HAVANA HOLDOVERS

Dalton enjoyed the “colonial feel” 

of the nightly cannon ceremony at 

the eighteenth-century San Carlos 

de la Cabaña fortress, during 

which soldiers in period dress fire 

the weapon over the harbor. Much 

has been written about the capital’s 

coches americanos (aka “Yank 

tanks”), yet the travel advisor was 

still surprised by these restored 

classics, which he calls “a truly 

amazing testament to the Cuban 

people’s will to keep these ancient 

automobiles moving.” You can 

hire one for a tour, but the best 

way to explore Havana is on foot, 

he says, adding that visitors will 

find the cobblestoned streets to 

be incredibly safe. “I walked alone 

into the wee hours and never felt 

threatened.” 

GREAT OUTDOORS

Dalton’s expectations for outdoor 

adventure were easily met, espe-

cially because Cuba “does a good 

job protecting its natural habitat.” 

He gives the area around the 

Viñales Valley, located on the 

island’s western end, high marks 

for hiking and trekking, with 

numerous trails in the surround-

ing mountains. It’s also a favorite 

spot for birders, who can spy more 

than 25 endemic species. Though 

touristy, Varadero, a resort on the 

north shore’s Hicacos Peninsula, 

offers beautiful stretches of unin-

terrupted beaches, Dalton says. 

Visitors to the region can also 

explore the lush trails and cave 

paintings found in nearby Varahi-

cacos Ecological Reserve.  

NOW’S THE TIME

While he appreciated Cuba’s au-

thentic character, Dalton notes that 

the recent influx of U.S. visitors has 

already begun to affect its culture. 

He encourages travelers to visit 

as soon as possible, given the in- 

evitability of change. “I know that 

when I return,” he muses, “it will 

be a different place.”

CUBA LIBRE
Hospitality flows freely on this warm Caribbean isle.

 “I’ve been to many places, but I think the warmest welcome  

I’ve ever received was while walking around Havana.”

Clockwise from top: “Yank tanks” cruise Havana’s Malecón,  

palm-fringed Varadero Beach, Viñales Valley, and Cuba’s capital is 

alive with the sound of music.



Explore more at 
southafrica.net          

#wowSouthAfrica

There is little that can compare to watching a leopard 
stalk his prey or seeing a herd of elephants silhouetted 
against the sunset. South Africa is home to some of the 
world’s most spectacular wildlife and our safaris offer 
you an unforgettable experience.
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Stylish golf gear that’s guaranteed to up your game.

A Swinging Affair

COURSE CLASSIC

Ideal for links play, Seamus Golf’s hand-

made-to-order Fescue Sunday Bag in 

Blackwatch waxed canvas is sure to be 

an instant conversation piece. $599, 

seamusgolf.com.

TAKE THE SHOT

Swing Snap Golf’s SELF-V Fairway 

Headcover cleverly combines a club head 

cover with a smartphone mount, allowing 

you to capture video of your swing. $35, 

swingsnapgolf.com.

BEST FOOT FORWARD 

A favorite with the pros, the Adidas 

TOUR360 Prime Boost golf shoes

are lightweight, fl exible, and water 

resistant for year-round golfi ng. $230, 

adidasgolf.com. 

 PUTT & POUR

A stainless-steel fl ask with a leather 

case is the classiest way to say “cheers” 

on the course. National Geographic’s

Scottish Golf Flask Set stores golf tees 

too. $60, shop.nationalgeographic.com. 

 PICK YOUR PLAID

Choose from dozens of Seamus Golf’s 

Scottish and Irish tartan head covers, 

all of which can be customized with a 

monogrammed leather label. From $55, 

seamusgolf.com.

KICKS CASE 

Squeezing in one last round before your 

fl ight home? Toss the Jones Classic 

Shoe Bag in your suitcase and keep 

the rest of your clothes clean. In seven 

colors, $45, jonesgolfbags.com. 

TIP
“Before you leave for 

your next golf getaway, 

send your clubs ahead with 

Luggage Free. The luggage-

shipping service guarantees 

they’ll be waiting at your hotel 

when you arrive.” 

– Stacy Small, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Los Angeles
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THE SOUTH PACIFIC CONTAINS EPIC WONDERS 

fffifial fiff fifffffiff fff Afffiaffcfifica, fiffff Affcfific, 

Galáfiafifffi affff fiffff fffiffffff cffafffifimafific fffffififffffi 

wff’fiff bffffff fffifilfffffifffi fffff 50 yffafffifi Wff ffafiff 

fffffifffiffff fffiff kffffwlfffffiff affff fifififfffffaffy fffffifififf 

fikfillfi, filfifi fffiff filffbal fffffiwffffk fff fffififffffifi 
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100-fififffifi National Geographic Orionfi

Book by July 31, 2017 to enjoy FREE  International Air from Los Angeles. 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR MORE INFORMATION.

FORGET WHAT YOU 

THINK YOU KNOW: 

BE SURPRISED

BY POLYNESIA
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Adventure travel can be transforma-

tive. That’s our takeaway from a re-

cent study by the Adventure Travel 

Trade Association, which polled 

vacationers on the topic. Here are a 

few key fi ndings.

SURVEY SAYS
• Their most-cited phrases 

related to adventure travel 

were “being in a natural 

environment,” “learning,” and 

“meaningful experiences.”

• Five activities respondents 

most associated with adven-

ture: hiking, backpacking, trek-

king, kayaking, and rafting.

35%
TRANSFORMATION

26%

EXPANDED 
WORLDVIEW

22%
LEARNING

17%
OTHER

Of 1,017 respondents 

polled, more than a 

third (359) named 

“transformation” as 

their top incentive 

for adventure, fol-

lowed by “expanded 

worldview” (260) and 

“learning” (222).

Travelers today are seeking out not just memorable trips, but also ways to help protect the planet and the communities they visit. 

Where to begin? Try these seven easy eco-travel tips, shared by Costas Christ, Virtuoso’s global strategist for sustainability.

Vacation with Values

Say no to plastic water bottles. 

Bring a reusable water fl ask from 

home or ask your tour operator or 

hotel to provide one for you. Such 

requests send the message that 

travelers care about stopping the 

plastic waste that clogs landfi lls and 

pollutes our seas – and may also 

spur more travel companies to move 

away from plastic.

Skip the shrimp: Most of it comes 

from aquaculture ponds bulldozed 

out of tropical mangrove forests and 

doused with chemicals. Download 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s free 

Seafood Watch app to help you 

choose sustainable seafood.

When dining out, always go local 

and, when possible, organic.

Patronize hotels and tour 

companies that include a 

sustainability commitment

statement on their websites. Sure, 

some might be “greenwashing” 

– talking without doing – but 

most will provide a good idea of 

how they’re going green, and a 

statement puts them on record as 

being open to your questions about 

those practices.

Carry a reusable shopping bag. 

It’s one of the easiest things we can 

do for the environment, to avoid 

contributing to plastic-bag pollution.

Take the train, bike, and walk 

when you can. It’s environmentally 

friendly and will help you embrace 

the slow travel movement – which 

emphasizes experiencing a place, 

rather than just seeing it. When you 

do fl y, use a reliable carbon-offset 

provider such as Myclimate to 

offset your air travel, and opt for 

nonstop fl ights instead of connec-

tions – fewer fl ights, less emissions.

Never buy wildlife products.

Ever. From sea-turtle bracelets in 

the Maldives to Kazakh fur hats 

and pretty Vietnamese shells, no 

matter where you are, the odds are 

overwhelming that such items came 

from killing wild animals. Just say 

no – and send a powerful message 

that travelers do not support the 

illegal wildlife trade.



THE VIEWS ARE 

DIFFERENT IN

CANADA’S 

DOWNTOWN

Choose an adventurous destination. Where energy 

runs the streets and the views leave you breathless. 

Where a collective passion inspires artistry in all 

forms, from deliciously crafted cuisine to an acclaimed 

cultural landscape. Choose Canada’s Downtown. Start 

by contacting your Virtuoso travel advisor today. 
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Ask The Advisors

CULTURAL CONTEXT

“Before traveling to a 

destination, always read up 

on the culture to 

be aware of any 

sensitivity toward 

photos. Smiling is 

universally understood – if 

you ask to take someone’s 

picture with respect and 

kindness, people will tend 

to respond favorably. Take 

time to engage with your 

subjects too. It will show in 

your photographs.”

– Sekita Ekrek, 

travel advisor, New York City

POINTS FOR  

ORIGINALITY 

“Strive to capture unex-

pected scenes, focusing 

your attention 

on small details 

found around 

the typical shot. 

And remember: There’s 

no perfect place for great 

pictures; every corner of 

this world has something 

special if you keep your 

eyes open.”

– Andrea González, 

travel advisor, Mexico City

UNDERWATER PHOTOS

“Select a camera with a ded-

icated housing, along with 

two types of lenses: 

a wide-angle 

and a macro. For 

wide-angle photos, 

shoot with ambient light, 

angling your lens up toward 

the surface on sunny days 

for best results. For macro 

shots, a strobe is a neces-

sity. You’ll be taking pictures 

of tiny subjects, often under 

ledges or in holes, so you’ll 

also want an extender to 

position the strobe above 

your subject.” 

– Ryan Dandy, 

travel advisor, Garden 

Grove, California

AFRICAN SAFARI

“For sweeping, wide-angle 

shots of the savanna, a 

14mm to 24mm 

lens is ideal. For 

wildlife, the longer 

the lens, the better: 

I’d recommend a zoom that 

extends to at least 300mm. 

And remember: The most 

dramatic photos occur early 

in the morning and in late 

afternoon. Try to avoid a 

midday session, as the light 

will be flat.” 

– Rocio Zamora, 

travel advisor, Lima, Peru

IN THE MOMENT

“Have your camera ready 

at all times and always take 

multiple pictures. 

The beauty of the 

digital age is that 

we can easily de-

lete what we don’t want and 

keep only the best shots.”

– Annette Sordoni, 

travel advisor, Sherman 

Oaks, California

How Can I Take  

Magazine-Worthy 

Photos on Vacation?
Virtuoso travel advisors share their trip-tested 

secrets for getting that perfect shot.

Sekita Ekrek

Abu Dhabi

Andrea González

Wyoming

Ryan Dandy

Indonesia

Annette Sordoni

Paris

Rocio Zamora

Botswana

Annette Sordoni

Paris



©2017 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

With more than 12 years in the Galapagos, 

we’ve expanded our vacation experiences  

to include two new ships—the 16-guest 

Celebrity XplorationSM and the 48-guest 

Celebrity XperienceSM. With our state-of- 

the-art 100-guest Celebrity Xpedtion®,  

we’re now offering adventures that appeal  

to every type of traveler. New ships.  

New itineraries. New ports. It’s only  

natural for you to discover this amazing  

destination with us.

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

LET’S EVOLVE 

YOUR IDEA OF 

A VACATION.

©2017 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

With more than 12 years in the Galapagos, 

we’ve expanded our vacation experiences  

to include two new ships—the 16-guest 

Celebrity XplorationSM and the 48-guest 

Celebrity XperienceSM. With our state-of- 

the-art 100-guest Celebrity Xpedtion®,  

we’re now offering adventures that appeal  

to every type of traveler. New ships.  

New itineraries. New ports. It’s only  

natural for you to discover this amazing  

destination with us.

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

LET’S EVOLVE 

YOUR IDEA OF 

A VACATION.
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The Layover

Toronto Pearson 
With numerous traveler-friendly enhancements that include a new train linking its 
international hub to downtown, Canada’s largest airport is a welcome waypoint. 

GET MOVING EAT DRINK SHOP

For $15, GoodLife Fitness

offers nonmembers access to 

its 10,000-square-foot, full-

service gym. A nine-station 

circuit-training area works all 

major muscle groups in 20 

minutes. No workout gear? 

Rent it for $10.

Head to Lee Kitchen for dim 

sum and Asian specialties 

from local chef Susur Lee. 

Standouts at Twist by Roger 

Mooking include short-rib 

empanadas, roasted cod with 

pea tendrils, and chile-dusted 

fried chicken with crunchy 

basil. The city’s favorite Jew-

ish deli, Caplansky’s dishes 

lox and bagels and hefty 

Reuben sandwiches.

Skip the Molson for nearly 

any pint from Beerhive’s 15 

taps, many of them local 

brews, such as Great Lakes’ 

Canuck Pale Ale. Nearby, Tap 

& Pour serves locally brewed 

Mill Street beer.

Stock up on ribbed knit 

hats, cuddly sweaters, and 

signature striped blankets 

from Hudson’s Bay Com-

pany Trading Post, repre-

senting Canada’s oldest 

department store. The Lolë

boutique has everything 

from yoga pants to ski 

jackets from the Canadian 

activewear brand.

TIP “GoodLife is one of the coolest things I’ve seen in an airport,” says NYC-based Virtuoso travel agency owner Todd 

Bliwise. “Getting a full workout with weights, treadmills, etc. is a great way to spend a layover.”





V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R3 2

Travel Two Ways
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Galápagos Islands or Alaska?
Snorkeling in Darwin’s Eden goes up against whale-watching in America’s Last Frontier.  By Susan Hanson

TWO ADVENTUROUS CRUISES FOR TWO BUDGETS

SPLURGE
Thirteen days, $25,500

STEAL
Seven days, $2,400

CRUISE: Ecuador’s Galápagos Islands captivat-

ed Darwin in 1835, and the isolated archipelago 

has drawn nature lovers ever since. Snorkel 

with sea turtles and watch the mating rituals 

of blue-footed boobies on Silversea Cruises’ 

seven-day Galápagos Islands expedition on 

the 100-passenger Silver Galapagos. The line 

gives classic expedition cruising a luxe spin, 

with butler service and fi ne dining. Upgrade to 

a Veranda Suite, which has a private balcony. 

Departures: Multiple dates, June 3, 2017, 

through December 29, 2018. Veranda Suites 

from $9,750 per person, including air transfers 

between mainland Ecuador and the Galápagos.

PLUS: Spend six pre-cruise days exploring 

Ecuador’s Andean region on a guided tour 

that includes visits to Quito and Cotopaxi 

National Park, and an exhilarating train ride 

through the “Devil’s Nose” in the Andes 

Mountains. From $2,919 per person.

SOUVENIR: Quito’s Galería Latina (Juan León 

Mera N23-69) showcases work by Andean folk 

artists, from metal iguana sculptures to these 

handwoven baskets. Baskets from $150. 

TOTAL: From $25,488 per couple

CRUISE: Alaska’s prime humpback whale-

watching season falls between May and 

September. Look for the gentle giants (and 

admire icy peaks and fjords as you search) 

while cruising through Glacier Bay Na-

tional Park on Princess Cruises’ seven-day, 

round-trip-from-Seattle voyage aboard the 

3,080-passenger Ruby Princess. The Inside 

Passage sailing also includes port calls in the 

gold rush town of Skagway and Ketchikan’s 

fi shing village, plus plenty of entertainment 

on board. Departures: Multiple dates, June 3, 

2017, through September 15, 2018. Oceanview 

staterooms from $1,149 per person.

PLUS: Incredible photo opportunities abound 

in Alaska, but the most adorable one may be 

when the Ruby Princess docks in Skagway 

and a pack of sled-dog puppies embark. The 

pups’ handlers share stories about dogsled-

ding and its local history. Complimentary.

SOUVENIR: Alaska summers can still get chilly. 

Grab a sweatshirt featuring the witty designs 

of pop artist Ray Troll, sold at Ketchikan’s Soho 

Coho Art Gallery (5 Creek Street). $30 each.

TOTAL: From $2,358 per couple

the 100-passenger Silver Galapagos. The line 

3,080-passenger Ruby Princess. The Inside 



Motu M� day
Explore the islands of French Polynesia, including our own private beach 

retreats on Motu Mahana, an islet off  the coast of Taha'a, and Bora Bora.

Our all-inclusive pricing off ers an exceptional value, with 

50% off  standard cruise fares on all sailings of our luxury small ship 

plus included roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles.

For more information or to make a reservation, 

contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. Ask about 

special Virtuoso hosted sailings and shipboard credits!

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  SOUTH PACIFIC
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Traveler’s Tale
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Why I Travel
Scandal actor Joshua Malina and his family know that balance makes a great vacation.   

Interviewed by David Hochman

“I step onto every 

plane with my 

right foot first. I 

don’t know where 

it came from, but 

I force everybody 

to do it and they 

think I’m crazy.”  

– Joshua

J 
oshua Malina is 

best known for his 

roles as Will Bailey 

on The West Wing 

and David Rosen on Scandal 

(which wraps up its sixth 

season on ABC this month). 

His wife of 20 years, former 

costume designer Melissa 

Merwin-Malina, owns Isarose 

flower boutique near their 

home in Los Angeles. They 

love to travel, but with two 

teenagers – a son in high 

school and a daughter away 

at college – vacations are 

typically about juggling 

agendas and expectations. 

That’s where Virtuoso advi-

sor Nancy Little comes in 

with planning that includes 

something for everyone. 

Joshua: “Who enjoys what?” 

That’s always question 

number one. I’m happy on 

the beach with a book and 

a cocktail. Mellie loves a 

spa or a city. Our daugh-

ter’s an art history major, 

so museums work for her. 

Our 15-year-old is a skate-

board nut who doesn’t like 

anything that’s not action-

related – he’s not a tour kid 

or a sitting-down kid. After 

one Mexico trip, we had a 

joke: “You ruined the ruins!” 

He laughed, at least. 

Melissa: We travel because 

every new place stimulates 

you, it teaches you, it opens 

your eyes to new foods and 

smells and ideas. Traveling 

is a leveler. It erases the dis-

tance between cultures. Plus, 

I can shop for inspiration. 

Joshua: We’ll talk to anyone 

who’ll talk to us. As much 

as Mellie and I have enjoyed 

our 25-year conversation, 

we like to bust things open 

by meeting locals or talking 

to people at the next table 

or getting tips from fellow 

travelers. People are what 

make the trip. 

London is very big on West 

Wing, so I’m recognized by 

lots of superpolite Wingnuts 

there. Scandal was the game 

changer. People everywhere 

say, “Aren’t you that guy?” 

I don’t mind it. Most places 

are fine. 

Melissa: Vegas is the only 

downside. People won’t 

leave him alone.

Paris is everything that’s 

good in the world. You don’t 

have to plan anything. Walk 

out your door and it’s on. I 

love the Ritz – and not just 

because Coco Chanel lived 

there. It’s glorious. 

Joshua: I’m a London 

guy. Nancy put us up at 

the Corinthia, which is 

so elegant and beautiful. 

Berners Tavern restaurant 

has a supercool vibe. My 

favorite might be tea at 

The Dorchester – I don’t 

know if they keep records 

of “most finger sandwiches 

consumed,” but I gave it a 

good run. 

From the archives: 

Isabel and Avi Malina  

in Claviers, France.

Beach time in Tulum.



The beach isn’t travel. It’s vacation. 

For me, the ultimate is Hotel Esencia 

on Mexico’s Riviera Maya. You get 

ocean, jungle, Mayan tradition and 

history, style, and incredible food. 

Everybody’s happy.

Melissa: Sometimes it’s easier split-

ting up the group. This summer, Joshua 

needs to be in Israel and our son is at 

skateboard camp, so my daughter and 

I will spend time in France, seeing art 

and doing mother-daughter things. 

Joshua: My son loves soccer, and when 

we were in England, Nancy arranged 

for us to see a Tottenham Hotspur 

match. The seats were incredible – 

practically on the field. It turns out 

they were someone’s season tickets. 

We’re rule followers and were sweat-

ing because we felt like we weren’t 

supposed to have them, but we loved 

every second of it. 

Melissa: I’m a decide-what-you’ll-

wear-on-the-other-end traveler, which 

humiliates our children. They don’t 

stand near my luggage because they’re 

embarrassed by how much I have. My 

daughter is a minimalist. 

Joshua: If it’s just Mellie and me, we’ll 

go to Ashland, Oregon, to see theater 

in the summer. I get really jazzed by 

theater. We’ll see two plays a day – it’s 

not just Shakespeare. We’ll see Into 

the Woods this summer: The shows 

start before sundown, and you sit 

outside and watch the stars come out. 

It’s magical.

WHERE NEXT? 

Melissa: India is on our empty-nest 

vacation list. We want to go back to 

Amsterdam, even if it’s just to see the 

flowers. Norway. And we haven’t been 

to Italy since our honeymoon and 

would love to re-create it.  VT

Boating in Belize and 

(right) the Paris Metro.

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR  

TRAVEL ADVISOR TO PLAN YOUR  

UPCOMING VACATION.

12:37PM 

The moment every note mattered.

A lazy afternoon strumming ukuleles with the kids. 

That unforgettable look of awe on their faces after 

seeing sea turtles lounging on the beach. The 

sunset providing an idyllic backdrop for the perfect 

family selfie. Discover the true meaning of “Ohana” 

at Fairmont Orchid.

STAY AND PLAY WITH A 

FIFTH NIGHT FREE
WITH BREAKFAST AND A $200 RESORT CREDIT
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Culture Stop

1. A Rodez and Guache collaboration adds color to La Peluquería, a barber-

shop-cum-creative space/café/music venue. 2. Colombia’s fauna, including 

hummingbirds, toucans, and frogs, is a recurrent motif in Crisp’s works.

Paint the Town
Urban artists boost Bogotá’s street appeal.

Story and photography by Joel Centano 

I 
n Colombia’s buzzing capital, urban art is booming. 

Thanks to Bogotá’s tolerant laws and businesses that often com-

mission works, accomplished artists, both local and global, have 

converged on the city, transforming its calles into bold open-air 

galleries that lend insight into the country’s aesthetic and soul. 

 “There are a host of potent issues that inspire graffiti and street art 

here,” says the artist Crisp, an Australian native who relocated to Bo-

gotá in 2009 and who serves as one of the scene’s unofficial ambas-

sadors. Consider, he says, Colombia’s long-running civil conflict and 

recent peace process, the war on drugs, and “so much natural beauty 

found in the country’s jungles, mountains, and coasts.” What’s more, 

he notes, the movement represents art in its most democratic form: 

“It’s a free space of expression, communication, and interpretation.”

Visitors to the city who want to explore its exhibits have myriad 

options. In fact, “it’s almost impossible to find a street in Bogotá with-

out some form of urban art,” Crisp says. But a good place to start is 

with an art walk he helped launch in the creative La Candelaria dis-

trict – your travel advisor can arrange the tour as part of a customized 

Colombia trip. Here are a few highlights found along a path where 

one modern masterwork follows the next. 

» For more on Bogotá’s urban art scene, visit bogotagraffiti.com and read our 

extended Q&A with the artist Crisp at blog.virtuoso.com/category/arts-and-culture.
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GO BOLDLY 
IN BOGOTÁ

Creative ways to explore 
Colombia’s capital. 

3. A seminal work from Barcelona-born El Pez (The Fish) that helped define the artist’s self-

described “Happy Style.” 4. This portrait of an indigenous woman by Carlos Trilleras is one 

of La Candelaria’s most iconic – and indelible – images. 5. A mighty mural from L.A.-based 

grafitero Kiptoe. 6. Recalling Aztec imagery, Malegria’s art often utilizes a single punch of 

metallic color and focuses on fantastical creatures with pronounced eyes.

SHOP

Head to the Dibs by Culture Shock Co-

lombia gallery in La Candelaria, then hop 

a cab to nearby Visaje Graffiti Colombia 

and Beta Galería, recommends Crisp. 

“These places help support local artists  

by selling their pieces and exhibiting  

their work.”

SEE

Big Five Tours & Expeditions works 

with your advisor to craft tailor-made 

Colombia experiences that include creat-

ing urban art in the capital with local 

grafiteros. A must for art enthusiasts: the 

company’s 16-day graffiti-focused journey 

that also visits Guatemala and Argentina. 

Departures: Any day through December 

31, 2017; from $9,600. 

STAY

Mix with city hipsters at W Bogota 

Hotel’s W Lounge, which serves cocktails 

infused with indigenous ingredients and 

fresh beats spun by a resident music 

curator. Located in the Santa Barbara 

business district, the 168-room hotel also 

features Jean-Georges Vongerichten’s 

greatest hits in its farm-to-table Market 

Kitchen. Doubles from $150; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a 

$100 spa credit.

Sidewalk bistros and upscale shopping 

surround the 64-room Four Seasons 

Hotel Bogotá in pedestrian-friendly Zona 

T. Inside, an oxygen-infused fitness center 

helps guests acclimate to the city’s alti-

tude – and build an appetite for Japanese 

dishes with a twist at Kuru (try the bluefin 

tuna tostadas). Doubles from $399. “G” is 

for gastronomy in nearby Zona G, home 

to top restaurants and the 62-room Four 

Seasons Hotel Casa Medina Bogotá, a 

cultural monument with a tapas bar, a 

leafy courtyard, and native spa treat-

ments (think Colombian green coffee 

wrap). Doubles from $419; Virtuoso travel-

ers at both hotels receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 hotel credit.  VT
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To Your Health

W 
hile we could all benefit from a few weeks at 

a hideaway in the Maldives, tended to by per-

sonal trainers, nutritionists, spiritual guides, and 

aestheticians, real life sometimes only gives us a 

long weekend – or an afternoon. 

“Many of my clients are in a stage of life where they are 

juggling work and kids, and may also be taking care of elderly 

parents,” says Washington, D.C.-based Virtuoso travel advisor Sari 

Greene. “But even just a few nights away focusing on themselves 

makes a huge difference to their mental and emotional well-being.”

Busy schedules and increasing responsibilities at home have 

travelers seeking wellness programs on their own terms – an 

abbreviated version of the traditional spa retreat, a quick three-day 

detox, or a simple afternoon escape during a vacation – and spas 

have taken note. Wellness travel spending will exceed $678 billion 

this year, according to the Global Wellness Institute, and spas are 

varying their offerings a lot more than they used to. Here, a few 

new options to fit into your upcoming travel plans – and your life.

Retreats within Reach
The classic spa getaway finds a little flexibility.  By Tanvi Chheda

Bamboo forest bliss at Southern 

California’s Golden Door resort.



Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E2 on Crystal Symphony and category C3 on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings and do not include additional taxes, 
fees and port charges of $590-$935. Optional Personal Select Air program is available to purchase for full-fare, full-cruise guests whose travel originates from a U.S. or Canadian airport, and includes all government fees and taxes. All 
offers and fares may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Virtuoso 
Voyages amenities are available on select sailings on Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities 
vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be eligible for Voyages amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions 
are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2017 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

TA K E S  L U X U R Y  T O  N E W  H E I G H T S .

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO® TRAVEL ADVISOR 

TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE ABOARD THE 

WORLD'S BEST AND RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE 

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

INTRODUCING THE NEW CRYSTAL CRUISES,
®

WHERE ALL INCLUSIVE IS ALL EXCLUSIVE.

Join us aboard the illustrious Crystal Symphony® and Crystal Serenity® and discover how The World’s Most 

Awarded Luxury Cruise Line™ has taken ocean travel to entirely new levels. And soon, our new Crystal 

Exclusive Class™ ships will refi ne every exquisite pillar—service, space, quality and choices—of the celebrated 

Crystal Experience.® These standards of perfection give discerning travelers all the reasons they need to set 

sail for the world’s most spectacular destinations. Remaining the World’s Best requires nothing less than this 

continued commitment. Welcome to the new Crystal,® where all inclusive is All Exclusive.

     Brochure Book Now
Date Days  Destination Itinerary Ship Fares From Fares From

Oct 27, 2017 24 Carib./Amazon River Round-trip Ft. Lauderdale1 Crystal Serenity $15,790 $5,895

Nov 22, 2017 17 Middle E./Indian Ocean Dubai to Mauritius2 Crystal Symphony $10,900 $3,995

Dec 6, 2017 14 Caribbean Ft. Lauderdale to Charleston3 Crystal Serenity $10,390 $3,695

Dec 9, 2017 13 Africa Mauritius to Cape Town1 Crystal Symphony $9,390 $3,695

Jan 22, 2018 14 Indian Ocean/Australia Mauritius to Perth Crystal Symphony $10,500 $3,750

E NJOY ���� & ���8 VOYAGES ABOARD CRYSTAL SYMPHONY & CRYSTAL SERENITY

Theme Cruises: 1 Crystal Wine & Food Festival     2 Fashion & Style     3 Crystal Society Sailing
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To Your Health

YOU’VE GOT: 30 MINUTES
Take a break from wine tasting in 

California and visit the 306-room 

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa’s So-

madome, a cocoonlike meditation 

pod that uses light waves, color 

therapy, and binaural beat head-

phones (which play multiple sound 

frequencies at once to increase 

concentration) to guide guests 

through a 20-minute meditation 

session aimed at aligning the body 

and mind and promoting stress re-

lief.  $45. Doubles 

from $389; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast dail t credit.

Many Eastern cultures believe in 

the power of a solitary moment, 

and that sound therapy facilitates 

shifts in brainwaves that lead to 

a calmer state. Connecticut’s 30-

room Mayflower Grace backs 

this through its 30-minute Sound 

Healing session, in which guests 

are guided in breathwork, medita-

tion, and intention setting while 

listening to the sounds of live heal-

ing bowls.  

$130. Doubles from $675; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast dail

$100 spa credit.

YOU’VE GOT: 3 HOURS
Journal, color, and relax at Man-

darin Oriental spas as part of the 

hotel’s new brandwide digital well-

ness initiative, aimed at giving guests 

a break from their electronic devices. 

Participants are encouraged to sur-

render their phones upon arrival at 

the spa and take part in a mindful-

ness activity, such as writing inten-

tions on a notecard or meditating in 

silence. After an 80-minute digital 

wellness treatment – which includes 

a bath soak and a massage focused on 

the head, eyes, neck, and shoulders – 

phones are returned with clean sur-

faces and in a protective bag. Digital 

Tune out the rush of the city dur-

ing a guided meditation session at 

Park Hyatt New York. The 210-

room hotel’s new collaboration with 

meditation studio MNDFL adds 
Clockwise from top: Trail time at the Ranch Malibu, Mayflower Grace sound therapy, 

and Ojai Valley Inn & Spa’s Somadome.



SEA OF CORTÉS | LOS CABOS

THE RESORT AT PEDREGAL 

 

• Reduced room rate

N E W !

• Add an Experience Package for as little as $195 per person

3 nights from $1509 per person  
in an Ocean View Room* 

*Optional experience package not included

Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly noted otherwise. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be 
changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions may also apply. 
Individual offers may require purchase of Travel Smart Plan or travel waiver. Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Book now through 9/03/17 for travel through 9/06/17. Some booking and travel dates may 
vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes, tour taxes, and fees, where applicable. For those 
properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. 
Classic Vacations CST# 2079429-20.   207-0417

Beyond the Beach

Authentic Experiences in Baja

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

From marine life to mountain trails, this curated collection of spontaneous experiences offered through The Resort 

at Pedregal, will reveal the magic of Baja’s diverse land, wildlife and people. These itineraries are to inspire exploration 

beyond our gates and can be customized to your tastes, all with our signature style of luxurious comfort.

Stand up Paddleboarding to Los Arcos 
from $195 per person

Experiences

Swim with Whale Sharks   
from $595 per person

ExperiencesExperiences Experiences
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To Your Health

three weekly 45-minute group 

sessions to its roster. Follow up 

with the 120-minute Nalai 

Signature Treatment, a clay and 

green tea wrap and massage on 

a table covered in heated quartz 

sand, lauded for its healing prop-

erties. Group , 

$30, Treat-

 $399. Doubles from $795; 

Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast 

dail

YOU’VE GOT: 3 DAYS
Head to Miami for a three-

night metabolism reboot at the 

150-suite Carillon Miami 

Wellness Resort.  The person-

alized program includes all meals, 

two nutritionist consultations, a 

personal training session, and a 

detoxifying massage. Full access 

to the hotel’s 70,000-square-foot 

spa means you can squeeze in 

a session or two in the Finnish 

sauna and cold-therapy igloo 

between scheduled activities. 

 

Suites from $375; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast dail  

hotel credit.

Texas’ 40-room Lake Austin 

Spa Resort takes advantage of 

its namesake body of water with 

a new collection of fitness class-

es and excursions that take place 

in the pool or lake. During a 

three-day stay, guests can sign 

up for aqua-jogging sessions, 

afternoon kayaking trips, or 30-

plus other options. Doubles from 

-

mum stay),  

activities; Virtuoso travelers receive a 

$100 spa credit.

YOU’VE GOT: 
A LITTLE LONGER
The 16-room Ranch Malibu’s  

popular and intense fitness  

retreats (hours of hardcore hik-

ing and exercise, plus a strict 

1,400-calorie-a-day diet) ex-

pand north this fall, as the resort 

plans to open a new outpost in 

Sonoma. The programs at the 

new location will be similar to 

those at its SoCal counterpart, 

with weeklong sessions limited 

to 24 guests. (The Ranch’s ab-

breviated four-day Ranch 4.0 

retreats remain a popular option 

for travelers with less time.)

Southern California’s Golden 

Door pioneered the classic 

seven-day retreat, so it was big 

news last year when the 40-

room resort began offering a 

few five-day stays. The abbre-

viated program resumes again 

this summer, with daily per-

sonal training sessions, moun-

tain and meadow hikes, fitness 

classes, and plenty of restor-

ative spa treatments. Five-day 

progr  
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Paddleboarding at  

Lake Austin Spa Resort 

and (below) the Park 

Hyatt New York’s spa.

Paddleboarding at  

Lake Austin Spa Resort 

and (below) the Park 

Hyatt New York’s spa.Hyatt New York’s spa.



live life luxuriously

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included —

from flights to excursions and from gourmet dining to WiFi throughout the ship. Allow us to take care of every

detail as you sail aboard our luxuriously appointed, perfectly-sized ships to more than 425 destinations in the company  

of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

Additional Virtuoso Voyages Amenities on a wide array of voyages:
ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Terms & Conditions.

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM
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Afloat in Queen’s Bath near 

Princeville and (right) Kauai’s 
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WILD

H
ibiscus blooms along the banks of Kauai’s Wailua 

River and meadowlarks sing as my wife and 

I kayak in dappled sunlight beneath towering 

mango trees. As we glide through the water, the 

river narrows and overhanging vegetation forms 

a canopy, shielding us from the tropical sun. Soon we’ll 

beach our boats and hike to a hidden waterfall.

This half-day excursion, recommended by travel ad-

visors for outdoor enthusiasts like us, showcases some 

of the best of what Kauai has to offer. Home to white-

sand beaches with gentle waves on the south shore and 

the Bali Hai spires made famous in South Pacific to the 

north, the Garden Isle abounds with activities on, in, 

and near the water that range from hiking a wilderness 

trail along the Pacific to tubing the irrigation canal of 

an old sugarcane plantation. 

“For such a small island, Kauai has it all – its topography 

changes at every turn,” says Suzanne Perun, a Virtuoso 

travel advisor from Hollywood, Florida. “Expect tranquil 

shorelines that are ideal for relaxing, along with superb 

snorkeling and diving spots where you can swim with 

 (green sea turtles) and see monk seals sunning them-

selves on the beaches.”

Your travel advisor can craft a customized Kauai adven-

ture suited to your interests and skill level, but following 

are a few worthy ways to get your feet wet. 

When it comes to 
water-themed 

adventure, 
Kauai makes a 
serious splash.

BY MICHAEL SHAPIRO
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TUBING IN THE FORMER LIHUE 
SUGARCANE PLANTATION 
In Kauai’s fertile interior, 

visitors can float down a ca-

nal while learning about the 

island’s rich history of sugar 

production. “I’ve tubed the 

plantation and loved it,” says 

Perun. “You can’t help but 

smile as you rush through the 

fast-paced water in such a gor-

geous natural setting.” 

The tour starts with a col- 

lection of what look like 

giant floating Froot Loops. 

These colorful inner tubes 

serve as the craft for navigat-

ing the 2.5-mile-long canal 

that once supplied the planta-

tion with the vast quantities 

of water required for grow- 

ing sugarcane. 

Claim a tube and begin 

pinballing down the hairpin 

turns, following guides who 

are known to strum Hawaiian 

songs on waterproof ukuleles. 

The journey traverses five 

tunnels, one so long (three-

quarters of a mile) that you 

can’t see the light at the end 

until you’re roughly half-

way through. Headlamps are 

provided, though our guides 

encourage us to float through 

the darkness of the final tun-

nel. Our reward: Upon exiting, 

daylight appears brighter and 

the vegetation more vivid.

KAYAKING & JUNGLE TREKKING 
IN THE HIDDEN VALLEY 
Just a few miles from Lihue on 

the island’s eastern side lies the 

put-in for the Wailua River 

and a portal to Kauai’s Hidden 

Valley. When Kauai was still 

ruled by royalty, this setting 

was reserved for the elite. It’s 

understandable, given the natu-

ral splendors found here (for 

example, the fragrant awapuhi-

kuahiwi plant, or wild ginger, 

used by Hawaiians even today 

as a shampoo and conditioner). 

Now the valley is open to 

all.  Visitors can paddle for two 

miles, then leave their kayaks 

on a shaded bank and begin a 

1.5-mile hike through moist 

tropical forest. The mostly flat 

trail includes a swampy stretch 

but leads to a boardwalk that 

keeps hikers above the mucky 

depths. The destination is 

worth the trek: thunderous 

Uluwehi Falls (aka Secret 

Falls), which plunge nearly 

100 feet into a deep pool. 

TIP
“The waterfall hike can

 get muddy, so sturdy water 

shoes are a must; you’ll be glad 

to have good footing.” 

– Suzanne Perun, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Hollywood, Florida

Gently down the stream: Kayaking Wailua 

River and (below) tubing a calm stretch of 

Lihue’s former sugarcane plantation. 



Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor to plan your  
next adventure and receive up to $300 onboard credit.

CANADA & NEW ENGLAND

7 Days • Norwegian Gem

Departs 9/9, 9/23/2017

New York, New York • Halifax,  

Nova Scotia • Saint John,  

Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick •  

Bar Harbor, Maine • Portland,  

Maine • New York, New York

Balcony fares from $1,229
Haven Suite fares from $3,849

EASTERN CARIBBEAN 

7 Days • Norwegian Escape

Departs 10/7 – 12/16/2017

Miami, Florida • St. Thomas,  

U.S. Virgin Islands • Tortola,  

British Virgin Islands • Nassau,  

Bahamas • Miami, Florida 

Balcony fares from $949
Haven Suite fares from $2,799

SCANDINAVIA, RUSSIA & BALTIC

9 Days • Norwegian Getaway

Departs 9/1, 9/28/2017

Copenhagen, Denmark • Berlin  

(Warnemünde), Germany •  

Tallinn, Estonia • St. Petersburg,  

Russia overnight • Helsinki,  

Finland • Stockholm, Sweden •  

Copenhagen, Denmark 

Balcony fares from $1,499
Haven Suite fares from $3,399

The Haven by Norwegian is the perfect place for your family  

to spend quality time together and enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime  

cruising experience. You’ll receive access to a secluded  

courtyard with pool and sundeck, exclusive dining  

options, pre-cruise concierge service, and much more.

Offer is not applicable to categories OX, BX, or MX, to studio or inside categories and is for new individual FIT reservations only. Offer is applicable for SKY/Cuba  
4 day sailings starting June 2017 - December 2017. Reservations cannot be included into a group, are not combinable with existing groups and cannot be held  

as group block. Onboard credit amount is per stateroom, in U.S. dollars, and will be applied to the 1st and 2nd guest in the stateroom. Onboard credit has no cash  
value and is not transferable. It may not be used toward onboard service charges or pre-purchased activities. Singles paying 200% of the rate are eligible.  

Government taxes, port expenses and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Offer and combinability with other promotional offers is based on availability,  
capacity controlled, and subject to change or cancellation at Norwegian’s discretion. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian Cruise Line  

and Virtuoso are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ship’s registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2017 NCL Corporation Ltd.

The Haven by Norwegian is the perfect place for your family  

to spend quality time together and enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime  

cruising experience. You’ll receive access to a secluded  

courtyard with pool and sundeck, exclusive dining  

options, pre-cruise concierge service, and much more.

Experience Personalized  
Luxury with Norwegian 
Tucked away at the top of the ship, The Haven by Norwegian  

is perfect for those looking for a secluded area to unwind after 

adventure-filled days. Enjoy exclusive access to a courtyard  

with pool and sundeck, private in-suite dining, 24-hour  

concierge service to plan your time aboard and ashore,  

a Virtuoso-exclusive ship tour, and more.
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HANGING TEN IN HANALEI BAY 
Surfing was a favorite Polynesian pastime 

before Europeans arrived on the islands in 

the late eighteenth century, and it remains 

one of the most popular ways to enjoy the 

ocean. For beginners, Hanalei Bay is the 

ideal spot – the surf is calm, water tem-

peratures are comfortable most of the year, 

and the easygoing instructors are intimately 

familiar with the bay. Beginners learn three 

simple rules: Face the shore, keep your feet 

in position, and don’t look down. 

I’m in my 50s and had never surfed, but 

during a two-hour lesson in Hanalei Bay, I 

learn you’re never too old to catch a wave. 

After about an hour in the water, I’m up 

on my board and riding one all the way  

to shore, a thrilling moment. “You had  

a rough start, but you came a long way,” 

my instructor tells me. “I don’t feel  

satisfied unless you get a good run in.”  

Most first-timers, he adds, have at least  

a couple of good runs, and many say 

I’m in my 50s and had never surfed, 
but during a two–hour lesson in Hanalei Bay, 
I learn you’re never too old to catch a wave. 

TIP
“An excellent way to see Na Pali is by  

helicopter. Mornings are the best time to 

view this magnificent coastline.”

– Suzanne Perun

As a counterpoint, our advisor suggested 

a brief hike on Na Pali’s Kalalau Trail, 

where lookout points offering panoramic 

vistas are located at the trail’s quarter- and 

half-mile marks. After two days of sailing, 

we take her advice and set out from Ke’e 

Beach. Steady rain, a frequent occurrence 

on the lush north shore, makes it a different 

kind of watery adventure, but we watch 

our steps as we ascend. When we arrive at 

the half-mile lookout, a double rainbow 

arcs over the sea, a lasting image that we’ll 

remember long after we’re home and dry.  

surfing is one of the highlights of their 

time on the island.

SAILING & HIKING THE NA PALI COAST 
There’s no place quite like the Na Pali 

Coast, a series of verdant cliffs and clefts 

sculpted by rain and the incessant pounding 

of the sea along Kauai’s north shore. (Imag-

ine a 4,000-foot-high accordion at an angle 

covered in vibrant green vegetation.)  

One of the best ways to see and access Na 

Pali, which means “the cliffs” in Hawaiian, is 

on a sailing tour that includes opportunities 

to snorkel. In winter, excursions often leave 

from Port Allen Harbor, a short drive from 

Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa at the 

island’s south end; in summer months, you 

can depart from Hanalei near The St. Regis 

Princeville Resort.  Vibrant sea life (look for 

big blue parrot fish, purple triggerfish, and 

long slender needlefish) highlights snor-

keling sessions. Dolphins and  often 

frequent coves along the coast as well. 

Hiking the Na Pali Coast’s Kalalau 

Trail and (right) surf’s up.





V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R5 0

SEE

Your travel advisor can work with 

Virtuoso’s on-site tour provider, Luxe 

Travel Hawai’i, to craft customized 

Kauai experiences – everything from 

seaside vow-renewal ceremonies to 

surfing and kayaking excursions to 

helicopter tours. Highly suggested: 

the company’s private, six-hour Na 

Pali rafting expedition that includes 

a landing at a remote beach (based 

on ocean conditions) with a guided 

tour, a gourmet picnic lunch, and 

opportunities to snorkel in secluded 

coves. Departures: Any day June 1 

through October 31, 2017; from $3,845 

per couple. 

STAY

On the island’s north shore, the 251-

room St. Regis Princeville Resort 

features two championship Robert 

Trent Jones Jr.-designed golf courses, 

a 10,000-square-foot spa, and prime 

snorkeling spots along its soft sand 

beach. Rent a kayak and paddle up 

the nearby Hanalei River, then return 

to watch the sun set over Hanalei Bay 

at The St. Regis Bar (arrive a half hour 

early for its Champagne sabering, 

when a bartender opens bottles of 

bubbly with a sword). Doubles from 

$520; Virtuoso travelers receive a room 

upgrade (if available), breakfast daily, 

and a $100 hotel credit.

The 602-room Grand Hyatt Kauai 

Resort and Spa on Kauai’s sunny 

southern shore is close to the popular 

Poipu area, but offers so many options 

for recreation and dining you might 

find it hard to leave. Take professional 

tennis lessons, swim in the meandering 

river pool to a 1.5-acre saltwater 

lagoon, and soak in the Anara Spa’s 

Float Pod, an enclosed Epsom salt 

bath that soothes tired muscles. 

Doubles from $1,299; Virtuoso travelers 

receive a room upgrade (if available, 

and capped at Club Ocean View rooms), 

breakfast daily, and complimentary daily 

spa access.

SAIL

Norwegian Cruise Line’s seven-day 

round-trip Honolulu voyage overnights 

on the Garden Isle and also calls 

on Maui and Hawaii Island. Kauai 

excursions from the 2,186-passenger 

Pride of America will have you zip-

lining over jungle canopies and tubing 

at the former Lihue sugar plantation. 

Departures: Multiple dates, June 3 to 

December 30, 2017; from $899. Tubing 

and zip-lining excursions from $179 and 

$189, respectively.  VT

ISLAND TIME 
Our picks for how to immerse yourself in Kauai.

Water worlds: Poolside at St. Regis 

Princeville Resort and (right) Grand 

Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa.

Al aska Your Way!

C a l l  y o u r  
Vi r t u o s o  Tr a v e l  Ad v i s o r 
t o d a y  a n d  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g 

y o u  d r e a m  v a c at i o n ! 

ALASKA! The destination is too 

grand not to explore on your own 

terms.  Your Virtuoso travel advisor 

and Knightly Tours know there is no 

“one” way to explore Alaska, just your 

way! That is why we offer over 60 ideas 

on how to vacation in the great land.

  If you have your own ideas of your 

vacation, Knightly Tours and 

your Virtuoso travel advisor will 

customize your vacation so you get the 

most value for your vacation time and 

money.

 Whether you are visiting for the first 

time or planning to visit again our 

dynamic team will ensure you see it 

all.  From cruising the Inside Passage 

to travelling north of the Arctic Circle, 

from Nome to the Wrangell St. Elias 

National Park there are as many 

options for your vacation as you have 

ideas.  

 Virtuoso and Knightly Tours 
have been customizing great 
vacations to Alaska and the Canada 
Rockies for over 40 years.  Put this 
experience to work for you crafting 
the best vacation for your time and 
money.  

Let Virtuoso and
 Knightly Tours guide you!



The small ship experts.

Elegant & state-of-the-art.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Destination-focused dining.

Award-winning service.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The Thinking Person’s Cruise.TM

Ask about Viking’s 2018 Early Booking Discount.
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Romantic Danube 

8 Days; Nuremberg to Budapest 

Rhine Getaway 

8 Days; Amsterdam to Basel 

Grand European Tour   

15 Days; Amsterdam to Budapest 

S A I L  T H E  WOR L D ’ S  GR E AT  R I V E R S .

                Only with Viking®

 CST: #2052644-40
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BY SUSAN HANSON

CHOOSE

YOUR OWN

ADVENTURE

7 expedition styles,

7 continents,

and 7 questions to set your course 

Chilling out in Antarctica.

V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R5 2

BY SUSAN HANSON

Chilling out in Antarctica.
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Expedition travel comes in many forms. 
Which is right for you, and where will your wanderlust lead? 

Take this quiz, then turn the page for your perfect trip.

URBAN 
RENEWAL

EXTREME 
EXPERIENCE

CULINARY 
QUEST

CULTURAL
IMMERSION

ROAD
TRIP

INNER
JOURNEY

NATURE 
TREK

YOUR FAVORITE TRAVEL SHOW?

HOW DO YOU LIKE 
TO SOCIALIZE WHEN 

YOU TRAVEL?

The Amazing Race

I like to 

meet new 

people

From a rooftop bar

Dinner and a movie

A seven-course 

chef’s-table 

tasting menu

I’m OK off 

the grid

In a convertible 

with the top down

I like to 

be alone

On a mountain peak

A sunset hike

A seven-hour 

guided village tour

I like to be 

connected

Meditating in 

a meadow

Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown Planet Earth

YOUR FAVORITE VIEW?

YOUR IDEAL DATE NIGHT?

YOUR PREFERRED 
VIP EXPERIENCE?

YOUR TECH 
REQUIREMENTS 

ON A TRIP?

HOW DO YOU LIKE TO 
FEEL THE BREEZE?

page 54 page 55 page 56 page 58 page 60 page 62 page 64
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URBAN RENEWAL | EUROPE

ICELANDIC COOL
Iceland is hot right now, and for good reason. Along with the country’s fjords, ice 

fields, geysers, and geothermal pools, the capital of Reykjavik is a hip little city 

with a thriving culinary scene, funky shopping along Laugavegur Street, and year-

round festivals, including Yoko Ono’s annual lighting of the Imagine Peace Tower. 

You’ll find craft shops and museums, cutting-edge street art, and music ranging 

from symphonies in the honeycombed-glass Harpa concert hall to unplugged folk 

at Café Rosenberg. With near 24-hour sunlight during the summer, the nightlife (or 

“jammith,” as the locals call it) never seems to end. Hit the City: Working with your 

travel advisor, Virtuoso’s on-site tour provider, Iceland Encounter, can create a 

customized, seven-day trip featuring glacier treks and visits to Gullfoss waterfall, all 

bookended by centrally located stays in the capital. Departures: Any day through 

March 22, 2018; from $6,440.

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

Hone your photography skills 

on National Geographic Ex-

peditions’ long-weekend photo 

workshop in San Francisco, led 

by National Geographic pho-

tographer Catherine Karnow. 

Departure: November 2, 2017; 

from $1,665.

Sydney touts its iconic land-

marks, Melbourne takes the 

title of “Australia’s cultural capi-

tal,” and both offer world-class 

shopping and dining. Azamara 

Journey visits the two Aussie ur-

ban centers when Azamara Club 

Cruises sends the 686-passenger 

ship on a 19-day sailing between 

Bali and Sydney. Departure: 

January 21, 2018; from $5,319.

Hong Kong’s fashionistas 

flock to downtown’s Blanc de 

Chine boutique for prêt-à-porter 

with an Asian twist. Try on a chic 

cheongsam during a city spree 

with a local personal shopper, 

offered through the 501-room 

Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong. 

Doubles from $450; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 spa credit.

“Reykjavik’s vibrant dining scene claims so many wonderful small cafés and restaurants. 

Try Icelandic Fish and Chips (Tryggvagata 11) for its namesake dish with a healthy, bistro-

style twist. Other favorites include the sustainability-focused Fish Market (Adalstraeti 12) 

and Dill (Hverfisgata 12), which serves New Nordic cuisine at its finest.”

– Gary Johnson, Virtuoso travel advisor, Seattle

TIP

In tune: Touring Reykjavik’s  

Harpa concert hall.

cheongsam during a city spree 
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EXTREME EXPERIENCE | AFRICA

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

The narrowest section of 

Utah’s Zion Canyon – aptly 

named The Narrows – ranks 

among the world’s best slot- 

canyon hikes. Adventurous fami-

lies can slosh their way through 

the Virgin River under the watch 

of thousand-foot-high walls on 

Backroads’ five-day multisport 

adventure to Zion and Bryce Can-

yon national parks. Departures: 

Multiple dates, June 6 through 

August 29, 2017; from $1,898. 

During spring, the Canadian 

Arctic is home to pods of nar-

whals, the “unicorns of the sea.” 

Experienced divers can hit the 

icy waters with these mystical 

creatures on Arctic Kingdom’s 

eight-day Baffin Island dive 

safari. Departure: Early June, 2018 

(exact date not available at press 

time); from $12,500.

Nearly two miles of hanging 

bridges crisscross the dense 

canopy of Costa Rica’s Arenal 

Volcano National Park. Enjoy the 

view before soaking in volcano-

heated thermal pools during 

Lindblad Expeditions’ 15-day 

voyage aboard the 100-passen-

ger National Geographic Quest. 

Departures: Multiple dates, 

December 9, 2017, to March 19, 

2018; from $10,410.

TANZANIA’S ROOFTOP
Ever since German geologist Hans Meyer’s first recorded summit of Mount Kili-

manjaro in 1889, thrill seekers have dreamed of scaling the “roof of Africa.” The 

continent’s highest peak seduces climbers from across the globe, who willingly en-

dure weeks of training and the risk of altitude sickness for bragging rights at 19,341 

feet. On the ascent, they get to experience four different climate zones: rain forest, 

low alpine, high alpine, and glacial. Rise to the Occasion: The mountain has seven 

official routes that cater to different fitness levels; an exclusive, ten-day Lemosho 

climb with Kensington Tours takes a more leisurely yet still invigorating pace to 

the crown. You’ll be led by a team of professional guides, who set up comfortable 

camps each night, while a logistics team at the base monitors every step of the 

journey. Departures: Any day through January 31, 2018; from $8,940.

“How to tell if you can climb Kilimanjaro? You must be able to withstand terrain hiking of 

six to nine miles per day. I recommend a sustained period of increased training (walking, 

running, stair climbing, swimming) to build endurance. For those who summit the mountain, 

the experience is overwhelming and unforgettable – literally a view of a lifetime!”

– Josh King, Virtuoso travel advisor, Overland Park, Kansas

TIP

Top of the morning: Sunrise from  

Mount Kilimanjaro’s Uhuru Peak.
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CULINARY QUEST | OCEANIA

DRINKS  
DOWN  
UNDER
Sauvignon blanc, which propelled 

New Zealand onto the international 

wine scene in the 1980s, now ac-

counts for 85 percent of the coun-

try’s wine exports. Yet New Zealand 

wine is about so much more than 

its fruity flagship. There are small-

batch merlots on tiny Waiheke 

Island across from Auckland, 

multilayered pinot noirs in Martin-

borough, and bold, spicy pinot gris 

from Hawke’s Bay. Say Cheers: On 

a 16-day private journey with Swain 

Destinations, foodies can travel 

through top terroirs on both the 

North and South islands, discover-

ing the country’s wines, eclectic 

dining scene, and epic sights along 

the way. Bonus: The trip is custom-

izable – you might, say, head east of 

Wellington for lunch in the Victorian 

village of Greytown, home to film 

director James Cameron’s organic 

store and café. Departures: Any day 

through December 31, 2017; from 

$15,340 (including tax). 

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

There’s nothing quite like Southern cooking, particularly when it’s 

prepared at a prestigious Relais & Châteaux inn. One of our favorites: 

North Carolina’s 98-room Old Edwards Inn & Spa in the Blue Ridge 

Mountains, whose restaurants feature farm-fresh ingredients from local 

growers. Doubles from $310; Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily, 

along with one lunch or round of golf at the nearby Old Edwards Club. 

Sicilian cuisine takes Italian 

traditions, mixes in Greek and 

Arab influences, and adds a dash 

of French and Spanish flavor 

for good measure. Butterfield & 

Robinson teamed up with Saveur 

magazine to create a private, 

seven-day tasting tour that fea-

tures the best of the Mediterra-

nean island. Departures: Any day 

through December 31, 2017; from 

$6,995 (per person, based on a 

party of four). 

Helsinki’s kauppahalli (covered 

markets) and kauppatori 

(open-air markets) overflow with 

such Nordic favorites as reindeer 

sausage, cloudberry jam, and 

savory Lapland cheeses. Tour 

them with an Oceania Cruises’ 

chef, then take a cooking class 

in The Culinary Center aboard 

the 1,250-passenger Marina on 

a 20-day London-to-Stockholm 

sailing. Departure: May 23, 2018; 

from $4,499. 

“If you’re visiting Hawke’s Bay between November and May, take a trip out to the 

gannet colony on Cape Kidnappers. An estimated 6,500 pairs of the seabirds return 

there every year to hatch and raise their chicks. You can’t help but fall in love with the 

little bundles of fluff, and the views from the sea cliffs are stunning.”

 – Susan Moynihan, Virtuoso travel advisor, Orlando, Florida 

TIP

Grape expectations on New 

Zealand’s Waiheke Island. 

North Carolina’s 98-room Old Edwards Inn & Spa in the Blue Ridge 



SYDNEY

Melbourne

Geelong

Oban
Port Chalmers

Akaroa

Wellington 

Picton
Kaikoura

Tauranga

Fiordland
National
Park

Tasman
Sea

Bass
Strait

AUCKLAND

Queen
Charlotte
Sound

PANAMA CANAL SOJOURN From

Los Angeles to Fort Lauderdale

18 days, Nov 15, 2017

NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIA From

Auckland to Sydney

16 days, Jan 5*; Feb 6, 2018

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest

Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities

including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Shore Experience.

*Fares based on these sail dates. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses 

of $4 3 to $ 00 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice. 
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2017 Seabourn.

LOS ANGELES

Cabo
San Lucas

Santa Cruz
Huatulco

Puerto Chiapas
Puerto Quetzal

Puntarenas

Portobela

Panama Canal

Cartagena

MIAMI

Pacific
Ocean

EXTR AORDINARY
 WORLDS™

S E A B O U R N ’ S

E l e g a n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  l u x u r y  u n b o u n d .

$6,999 $7,999

EXTR AORDINARY
WORLDSWORLDS™™

S E A B O U R N ’ SS E A B O U R N ’ S

E l e g a n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  l u x u r y  u n b o u n d .E l e g a n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  l u x u r y  u n b o u n d .



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R5 8

(
E

C
U

A
D

O
R

)
 K

S
E

N
IY

A
 R

A
G

O
Z

IN
A

/
G

E
T

T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S

, 
(
T

A
O

S
 P

U
E

B
L

O
)
 J

A
C

O
B

H
/

G
E

T
T

Y
 I

M
A

G
E

S
, 

(
S

A
M

B
U

R
U

)
 B

A
R

T
O

S
Z

 H
A

D
Y

N
IA

K
/
G

E
T

T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S

CULTURAL IMMERSION | SOUTH AMERICA

INDIGENOUS  
ECUADOR
Mainland Ecuador is often overlooked by adventure 

travelers, who simply pass through on their way 

to the Galápagos. A closer look, however, reveals 

a mélange of cultures as diverse as the islands’ 

famous wildlife. While the majority of Ecuador’s 

population identifies as mestizo, with a mix of indig-

enous and Spanish ancestry, the country is home to 

more than a dozen distinct native peoples, including 

two groups of Afro-Ecuadorians. Immerse Yourself: 

Artisans of Leisure takes the culturally curious on 

a private 15-day exploration that visits an indig-

enous river community during a cruise along the 

Amazon Basin, as well as local markets and artisan 

workshops while staying in a historic hacienda in 

the Otavalo region. Departures: Any day through 

December 31, 2017; from $18,745. 

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

New Mexico’s Taos Pueblo tribe have 

inhabited their adobe settlement – which 

is both a UNESCO World Heritage site and 

a National Historic Landmark – continuously 

for more than seven centuries. The 350-room 

Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort & Spa offers 

guided visits there, along with other important 

native sites in the area. Doubles from $169; 

Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and 

a $100 resort credit. 

African Travel’s eight-day Kenya program 

pairs community experiences with the Ma-

sai and Samburu tribes with explorations of 

the Laikipia and Masai Mara wildlife regions, 

plus visits to local conservation projects. De-

partures: Any day through December 31, 2017; 

from $7,865.

Just a few highlights of Abercrombie 

& Kent’s 11-day customizable Myanmar 

journey that includes a four-night Irrawaddy 

River cruise: visits to local villages and mar-

kets, a longyi cloth demonstration, and a 

personal reading from a traditional Burmese 

astrologer. Departures: October 9, November 

6, and December 4, 2017; from $5,995.

“If possible, plan your trip around one of Ecuador’s many famous festivals. Interacting with locals during events such 

as Otavalo’s San Juan celebration will leave lasting memories of the beautiful bright colors, the people adorned in 

traditional handwoven regalia, and native dances, music, and food.”

 – Natasha Rhodes, Virtuoso travel advisor, Calgary, Canada

TIP

Andean artistry at  

the Otavalo Market.

& Kent’s 11-day customizable Myanmar 



INSTEAD OF SEARCHING FOR THINGS 

TO DO, YOU’LL FIND YOURSELF 

ROAMING THROUGH HISTORY.

©2017 Visit San Antonio

On some vacations, the closest you’ll get to historic trails and diverse ecosystems is the local 

museum. But in San Antonio, you can spend a day hiking Texas’ only World Heritage Site, 

kayaking the same waterways our settlers did or navigating ancient cave systems. Then if you 

want to wander local museums, we’ve got plenty of those to explore too.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today 

for more information to Visit San Antonio.
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ROAD TRIP | NORTH AMERICA

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
Inland states make up the vast majority of the total land mass of the continental 

U.S., yet coastal dwellers often dismiss the region as “flyover country” – which is a 

shame, says Birmingham, Alabama-based Virtuoso travel advisor Beth Flowers. “A 

road trip takes you through America’s true heart, for a well-rounded perspective 

on the diversity of its citizens and the variety of its topography. It’s actually the 

subtleties of the experience, such as the restaurants and roadside attractions along 

the way, that capture the flavor of the red, white, and blue.” Hit the Road: A 23-day 

guided trip with G Adventures delivers an authentic slice of Americana as you 

wend your way from San Francisco Bay to Broadway. Small, active groups camp 

in national parks, see Ansel Adams’ photos come to life on Yosemite treks, party 

along Bourbon Street, and honor those fallen in war at Arlington National Cem-

etery. Departures: Multiple dates, June 3 to September 9, 2017; from $2,919. 

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

Hitting the highway in a 

Porsche 911 or Ford GT 

makes Colorado’s Red Rock 

Country even more color-

ful. Rent one at the 72-room 

Gateway Canyons Resort to 

visit nearby Grand Junction and 

Colorado National Monument. 

Doubles from $319; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 adventure credit.

Norway’s Trollstigen (Troll 

Road) is famous for its scenic 

switchbacks, while UNESCO-des-

ignated Geirangerfjord lends it-

self to Nordic walks and waterfall 

excursions. Exeter International’s 

ten-day self-drive experience 

comes with preprogrammed 

GPS and a personalized itinerary. 

Departures: Any day through 

October 21, 2017; from $4,000.

The 150-mile-long Great Ocean 

Road along Australia’s south-

eastern coast allows for plenty of 

surf breaks and visits to seaside 

villages. Virtuoso’s on-site tour 

provider, The Tailor, can work 

with your travel advisor to create 

a customized, five-day self-drive 

tour that includes winetastings 

along the Mornington Peninsula. 

Departures: Any day through 

March 31, 2018; from $1,160.

Peak experience: Taking in  

Yosemite National Park

from Matthes Crest.

Norway’s Trollstigen (Troll 



Terms & Conditions *Fares are based on Promo LG. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings 
amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $375 to $620. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom 
categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America 
Line brochure. Offers have limited space, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

FEEL RIGHT 

AT HOME IN A 

FARAWAY PLACE

Which far-off land is calling your name?  

With Holland America Line, you can sail to 

more than 400 destinations — from Antarctica 

to Bora Bora. Savor the comforts of a well-

appointed ship. Encounter fascinating places and 

cultures.  And make memories to last a lifetime. 

18-Day Inca Discovery 
San Diego to Valparaiso (Santiago) 

ms Zaandam  

OCEAN-VIEW FROM

9/28/17
 $2,099

Exclusive: Virtuoso Voyages Amenities

16-Day South America Passage 
Valparaiso (Santiago) to Rio de Janeiro

ms Zaandam  

OCEAN-VIEW FROM

10/16/17
 $2,299

Exclusive: $75 onboard credit per stateroom

30-Day Amazon Explorer 
Roundtrip Fort Lauderdale

ms Prinsendam  

OCEAN-VIEW FROM

11/18/17
 $5,799

Exclusive: Virtuoso Voyages Amenities

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor  

to book your cruise today!
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INNER JOURNEY | ASIA

INDIAN 
INSIGHTS
Buddhists consider Bodh Gaya in 

the Indian state of Bihar to be the 

holiest place on earth, for it was 

here that the young Siddhartha 

Gautama became the Buddha 

while meditating beneath a bodhi 

tree. Making a pilgrimage to this 

spot “is perfect for anyone search-

ing for acceptance and happi-

ness,” says Laura Cole, a Virtuoso 

advisor from Charlotte, North 

Carolina. “What better way to 

find yourself than by walking the 

sacred path to enlightenment?”  

Follow Your Bliss: Meditate in 

Bodh Gaya during Cox & Kings’ 

private 12-day journey that ex-

plores holy sites across India and 

Nepal that are central to Bud-

dhist culture. Seekers can visit 

Sarnath, the site where Buddha 

first preached, and pay homage in 

his birthplace of Lumbini. Further 

awakening comes with a morning 

flightseeing tour of Mount Ever-

est and time wandering through 

the Boudhanath temple complex, 

home to some 10,000 Tibetan ref-

uges. Departures: Any day through 

March 31, 2018; from $4,210.

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

Research has shown that 

regular meditation reduces 

stress and increases happi-

ness. A great place to start: the 

meditation garden at the 158-

room Canyon Ranch in Tucson, 

Arizona, where practitioners are 

on hand to help you quiet the 

chatter. Doubles from $867 per 

person (three-night minimum 

stay), including all meals, taxes, 

and tips; Virtuoso travelers re-

ceive a $155 resort allowance.

Once home to 3,000 Bud-

dhist monks, China’s Lingyin 

Temple is one of seven monas-

teries located in Hangzhou, the 

“City of Heaven.” Amanfayun’s 

46 rooms lie within walking 

distance of five of them, and 

are just a short drive from the 

peaceful bridges and pagodas 

of UNESCO-designated West 

Lake. Doubles from $687; Vir-

tuoso travelers receive breakfast 

daily and one lunch for two.

Practice your pranayama 

breathing in the fresh Carib-

bean air – Star Clippers offers 

complimentary yoga, medita-

tion, and fitness classes on 

select voyages, led by certified 

instructors on the sail-topped 

decks of all three of its tall ships. 

Cruise to consider: an eight-day 

sailing round-trip from Barbados 

aboard the 227-passenger Royal 

Clipper. Departure: December 9, 

2017; from $2,220. 

Buddhist monks amass beside Bodh Gaya’s  

Mahabodhi Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage site.



T H E  E X P LO R E R S  C L U B  C O L L E C T I O N 

BY  K E N S I N G T O N  T O U R S

TRAVEL MADE FOR EXPLORERS BY EXPLORERS

KENSINGTON TOURS IS PROUD TO INTRODUCE The Explorers Club Collection: exclusive privately 

guided experiences in amazing destinations, inspired by the expeditions of the world’s foremost  

society of explorers, scientists and adventurers.  

Trek Central Africa in search of gorillas with a naturalist guide; discover the Angkor Empire with a 

noted scholar; visit a Mayan site with the archaeologist who discovered it. The Explorers Club  

Collection makes the extraordinary possible.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

THE KENSINGTON ADVANTAGE

· Tailor-made itineraries to more than 90 countries.

· Privately guided tours led by experienced local guides.

· Award-winning customer support, 24/7 

TM

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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NATURE TREK | ANTARCTICA

CIRCLE OF (WILD)LIFE 
ON THE WHITE CONTINENT 
“Antarctica has gone from an exotic ‘someday’ destination to a bucket-list item 

for many travelers, resulting in an increasing number of cruise-based options and 

price points,” says Menlo Park, California-based Virtuoso advisor Ken Neibaur. 

“Your travel advisor can recommend the experience that best suits your stamina, 

style, and interests.” While the majority of visitors venture only to the tip of the 

Antarctic Peninsula, for a small group of adventurers, crossing the Antarctic 

Circle – thereby following in the footsteps of the elite group of explorers who 

first set foot so far south – is the goal. Reaching the icy milestone is well worth 

the extra distance involved, if only to see the large pods of minke and humpback 

whales that migrate there during the austral summer months. Chill Out: Zegrahm 

Expeditions sends the 100-passenger Island Sky across the circle on a 14-day 

voyage. Other boast-worthy highlights: riding a Zodiac past a huge gentoo 

penguin colony in Neko Harbour and visiting the Ukrainian-operated Vernadsky 

Research Station. Departure: January 22, 2018; from $12,980. 

YOU’LL ALSO LIKE

Several troops of black howler 

monkeys make their home along 

the biodiverse Monkey River in south-

ern Belize. Guests at the 25-room 

Turtle Inn can join a guided boat tour 

before stopping at a local village for a 

Creole lunch. Doubles from $339; Vir-

tuoso travelers receive breakfast daily 

and their choice of a batik sarong and 

shirt or two 30-minute Thai massages.

After a century of decline, India’s 

Bengal tiger population is on the 

rise, thanks to government con-

servation efforts. Natural Habitat 

Adventures’ 12-day safari takes you 

to three of the country’s tiger-rich 

yet less-traveled parks: Bandhavgarh, 

Kaziranga, and Kanha. Departures: 

Multiple dates, November 1, 2017, to 

December 19, 2018; from $9,295.

Norway’s remote North Cape is 

a prime spot to spy the northern 

lights. A seven-day expedition with 

50 Degrees North has you aurora 

hunting by reindeer sled and being 

dazzled by the lights while sleeping 

in a glass igloo. Departures: Any day, 

December 1, 2017, to April 20, 2018; 

from $3,329.  VT

A bird’s-eye view   

of Antarctica.

lights. A seven-day expedition with 

A bird’s-eye view   

of Antarctica.



ADVENTURE 
AWAITS IN THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Distinctive resorts with exclusive amenities

Ask about complete vacation

packages with convenient flights, 

exciting activities and more!

1 Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 2/5/18, Elite Patio Room.
2 Virtuoso Amenities: Inclusions are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, minimum night stays and advance reservations may be required for certain amenities. Please ask for details.
3 Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 12/1/17, Ocean View Junior Suite.
4 Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 2/5/18, Luxury Pool Junior Suite.
5 Age restrictions may apply.
6 Rates do not include a $10 per person Tourist Card fee payable upon arrival in the Dominican Republic.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort 
or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject 
to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-fl ight notifi cation deadlines, & 
blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2017 Pleasant 
Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Casa de Campo  ELITE PATIO ROOM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $1678
1

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary room upgrade, $200 spa credit per 

booking, welcome in-room amenity and early/late check-in/out.2

To� uga Bay  OCEAN VIEW JUNIOR SUITE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $2646
3
 

Kids 12 & younger stay FREE!

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary room upgrade, daily breakfast for two, 

30-minute Six Senses Signature massage per adult, $50 food & beverage 

credit per room, nightly VIP turndown service with Dominican sweets, fruit 

pla� er and bo� led water in room upon arrival, VIP arrival service, roundtrip 

airpo�  transfers and early/late check-in/out.2 

Eden Roc at Cap Cana Boutique 
Suites & Beach Club  LUXURY POOL JUNIOR SUITE . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $3818

4

Includes daily full American buff et breakfast.

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary room upgrade, $100 food & beverage 

credit per room, bo� le of champagne5 and fresh fruit pla� er welcome 

amenity and early/late check-in/out.2

To enjoy these exclusive amenities, connect with your VIRTUOSO travel advisor. 

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 
5 nights’ accommodation 

and taxes.6

ADVENTURE ADVENTURE 





PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• HIKE & TRACK THE STILL-WILD WORLD
At the remote Fogo Island Inn – on an island off the coast of Newfoundland – you’ll 

hike with a knowledgeable community host through resettled communities such as 

Cape Cove and Lion’s Den, and track caribou as they graze, following paths that are 

“their way,” which often intersects with “our way.” 

Virtuoso rates from CAD 1,675 (approx. US$1,226) per room, per night. A bonus guided caribou tracking hike is 

available September 1–November 15, 2017; book by August 16, 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room 

upgrade, if available; US$100 equivalent hotel credit; and more.

• THE TEMPLE HOUSE 
Chengdu comes alive – with its storied past and exciting future – from your home 

base at The Temple House Hotel, part of the conservation effort of the thousand-

year-old Daci Temple. Entering through a bamboo-lined archway, you will find 142 

modern guest rooms that complement the traditional architecture. Don’t miss Mi 

Xun Spa and Tivano Italian restaurant.

Virtuoso rates from CNY 1,699 (approx. US$246) per room, per night. Available throughout 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities 

include a room upgrade, if available at time of booking; breakfast daily; $100 dining credit; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.

• TURKS AND CAICOS TREAT
There’s much to love about Gansevoort Turks + Caicos, where the final two nights 

of your seven-night stay are complimentary. Take the extra time to snorkel along the 

third-longest barrier reef in the world, right off Grace Bay beach; try a Core Fusion 

movement class or vinyasa yoga at Exhale Spa; dip into the huge infinity pool; and 

dine on local seafood specialties at Stelle.

Virtuoso rates from $489 per room, per night. Available June 1-October 31, 2017. Virtuoso exclusive amenities  

include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; $100 hotel credit; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.

• IN SEARCH OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
Set sail for six unforgettable days with Hurtigruten in search of the aurora borealis 

and receive an exclusive $50 credit toward an exciting excursion. Apply your  

excursion credit toward a thrilling ride on a husky dogsled across the open plains of 

Tromsø, or join a real Sámi guide for reindeer sledding and discover Sámi culture. 

You may even choose to venture out on a snowmobile safari to the Lyngen Alps.

Virtuoso fares from $921 per person. Select ship departures from November 2017-March 2018; book by August 31, 2017.

• THE MAGIC OF MYANMAR 
Each day is a tapestry of exotic flavors, captivating panoramas, and bustling river 

activity when you sail through Myanmar and along the alluring Irrawaddy River with 

Avalon Waterways. Gratuities are included for Virtuoso guests on this two-week 

voyage, during which you’ll visit a monastery and present alms to the monks,  

interact with village school children, and be welcomed into a local farmer’s home to 

learn more about his work and life.

Virtuoso fares from $6,709 per person. Myanmar℠ departs December 18, 2017; book by July 31, 2017.

• DISCOVER JERUSALEM THIS SUMMER 
Fragrant summer breezes fill the air as you explore the modern Mamilla Hotel in the 

heart of Jerusalem. This memorable holiday includes a meal for two at the Happy 

Fish restaurant (up to $100) and a drink at the Mirror Bar. Children stay free in  

their parents’ elegantly appointed guest room, which comes with a chef’s delight 

upon arrival.

Virtuoso rates from $420 per room, per night. Minimum three-night stay. Available July 15-September 19, 2017.  

Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a room upgrade, if available; breakfast daily; complimentary Wi-Fi; and more.
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READY TO ROCK 
A fresh look at our favorite places. Here, a stunning 

natural wonder in the U.S. Southwest. 

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, ARIZONA

“My favorite Grand Canyon viewpoints are located along 

the South Rim, which has great vistas of the Colorado 

River. If you’re planning to hike, don’t attempt to make it 

from the rim to the river and back in one day – weather 

conditions in the summer are extremely hot and dry.” 

– Susan Morley, Virtuoso travel advisor, Flagstaff, Arizona 

DO IT: Only a small percentage 

of the park’s 5 million annual 

visitors venture below the 

rim. Your travel advisor 

can work with Virtuoso’s 

on-site tour operator, National 

Parks Revealed, to create a 

trek that’s tailored to your 

adventure level.



IMAGINE A NEW WAY TO
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for details.

Discover a world of possibility through hands-on 
exploration, insider access to projects supported by 
National Geographic, and the freedom to roam – all within 
the structure and security of travelling in a small group.



If luxury travel
were your dream home,

we’d be your 
architect.

If luxury
were your dream home

we’d be’d be’
architect.

Your Virtuoso travel advisor provides the value, expertise, and connections 
you expect from all of your trusted professionals. Put them to the test. 

They’ll make your next travel experience a custom design.

We make a world of difference in the way you experience travel.

Virtuoso

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com The world’s fi nest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.
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