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WHERE TO 
GET AWAY NOW

COULD 
YOU BE A 
CRUISER? 

(The answer might 
surprise you.)

PLUS: CHILE’S LAKE DISTRICT BY BIKE, FAMILY-FRIENDLY VENICE,
FLOATING BREAKFASTS IN BALI & MYKONOS BY LAND OR BY SEA

EXPECT THE WORLD

LOUNGE ACT: 
Lazing the 

day away on 
the Dominican 

Republic’s 
Juanillo Beach.



The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Check out the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com to find the  
one who’s right for you. 

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso Network of  
800+ Agency Locations

Virtuoso Connects Travelers to  
The World’s Best Travel Advisors
Virtuoso travel advisors have the firsthand knowledge, global expertise,  

and industry connections to get you more value — upgrades, private  

access, and added touches — to really make you feel like a VIP.  

Whether you already know where you want to go, or are looking  

for inspiration, they’ll help you plan unforgettable luxury experiences. 

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for every trip, near or far.



LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE 
on the world’s best luxury river cruise line. 



when it was crafted just for you.
a moment becomes a masterpiece



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE AND 
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.

Every Uniworld river cruise is one of a kind and 

features a selection of more than 80 included once-

in-a-lifetime opportunities, created exclusively for 

Uniworld guests. Step off  the ship and into a world 

of wonder, with small-group private concerts in 

incredible venues, bespoke wine tours and tastings 

and after-hours visits to esteemed museums, minus 

the crowds. 

A TRAVEL EXPERIENCE BEYOND COMPARE 
IS JUST A CRUISE AWAY.

“The shore excursions are incredibly 
well organized and managed, and 

the offered tours and tour guides are 
amazing and probably unmatched.”

– James,
A Portrait of Majestic France

“Uniworld advertises that they will do 
‘whatever it takes’ to make their guests 
happy. We experienced this attitude 

several times during our cruise.” 

– Patrick, 
Castles along the Rhine

“The crews are superb, 
the ships are beautiful and the 

excursions are top notch.”

– Kenneth and Marie,
Legendary Rhine & Moselle



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO RECEIVE 
EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO AMENITIES ON THE GROUNDBREAKING NEW 
RIVER CRUISE FOR 21-45 YEAR OLDS.

PART BOUTIQUE HOTEL.
PART YACHT. PART RESORT.   

AND A BRAND NEW WAY TO EXPERIENCE EUROPE.
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Virtuoso® is the leading international travel agency 

network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. 

This by-invitation-only organization comprises more than 

800 travel agency partners with over 16,000 elite travel 

advisors in more than 45 countries throughout North 

America, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-

Pacific, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its 

preferred relationships with 1,700 of the world’s best 

hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, 

and premier destinations, the network provides 

its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare 

experiences, and privileged access. For a subscription, 

please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and 

travel described herein are subject to change and 

availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per 

person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not 

include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. 

Publisher assumes no liability for the representations 

contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility 

for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. 

Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without 

written consent of the publisher. EDITORIAL: editors@

virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@

virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO 

TRAVELER CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER 

INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Traveler Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 

Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.

com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Traveler, contact your 

travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California 

CST#2069091; TA#808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; 

Washington UBI#601554183. Registration as a seller of 

travel does not constitute approval by the state of 

California. Copyright © 2018 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights 

reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe 

Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate 

Dreams, Virtuoso Voyages, Virtuoso Traveler, Journey 

to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate 

Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best 

of the Best and Expect the World are trademarks 

of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright 

registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside 

the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., 

and the applicable marks are registered with numerous 

national trademark registries around the world. 
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Virtuoso connects travelers to the world’s top travel advisors,  

along with a coveted portfolio of 1,700 top hotels, cruise lines,  

tour operators, destination specialists, tourism boards, and more.  

It’s a curated group of the best the travel industry has to offer.

What Is Virtuoso?

WHY WORK WITH A 
TRAVEL ADVISOR? 

Virtuoso travel advisors elevate every trip. A great advisor …

PICTURE THIS:

Private pools 

come with 

Piton peaks 

views at Saint 

Lucia’s Jade 

Mountain 

resort.

• Knows the World: The best advi-

sors travel the globe – scouting out 

hotels, deepening relationships with 

tour guides, and gleaning firsthand 

knowledge of destinations for you.

• Makes You a VIP: Expect custom-

ized itineraries and insider access all 

over the world. Virtuoso advisors are 

also able to secure special benefits 

you can’t get on your own, includ-

ing exclusive hotel amenities such 

as preferred rates and availability, 

room upgrades (if available), and 

extras like spa treatments and dining 

credits. Perks on “Virtuoso Voyages” 

sailings often include cocktail parties 

with an onboard host, special shore 

excursions, a private car and driver 

in port, or shipboard credits.

• Knows Your Travel Style: Vir-

tuoso advisors understand what’s 

most important to you, whether it’s 

taking private cooking classes or 

simply lounging by the pool. 

• Takes It from Ordinary to  

Extraordinary: Virtuoso advisors 

can assist with everything from big-

picture aspects (including knowing 

where to go – and when) to the 

details that matter (think booking 

hotel rooms with the best views).

• Expands Your Horizons: Your advi-

sor will help you think creatively about 

where to go and what to do. Count on 

recommendations for hot new desti-

nations, plus new ways to experience 

those places you’ve already visited.

• Can Handle Anything: When 

problems occur away from home, 

consider your advisor your personal 

help line and “fixer” who knows how 

to quickly turn things around for 

the better.
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All ship features, experiences, and itineraries are subject to change without notice. 
©2018 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 17059848 • 12/11/2017Our pr ivate dest inat ion,  Labadee®

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor 

to learn about exclusive benefits.

2017 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Multi-Generational 

Program – Cruise

WINNER

This is not a cruise. 

This is a serenit y savor ing journey

to your own exclusive paradise. 

At CocoCay®, unwind in plush loungers,

beach beds and bungalows at the 

newly restored South Beach. Sip a 

cocktail from the floating pool bar. Or 

discover a colorful world of marine life 

at Snorkel Beach. And luxury knows no

bounds at Labadee®, where overwater

cabanas at Nellie’s Beach and suite 

guest exclusive Barefoot Beach 

elevate VIP to a whole new level. 

Two private destinations. Limitless 

adventure. This is not the Caribbean — 

this is the Royal Caribbean®.



There are many sides to The Islands of Tahiti. Yet they are all connected by Mana. Mana is 

a lifeforce and spirit that surrounds us. You can see it. Touch it. Taste it. Feel it. And from 

the moment you arrive, you will understand why we say our islands are Embraced by Mana.

Your bliss is out here. 
Come fi nd it!

Your bliss is out here. 
Come fi nd it!
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MORNING GLORY  The most important meal of the day is also the most blissful at The Ritz-Carlton, Bali. At this 

313-room Nusa Dua resort overlooking the Indian Ocean, butlers serve beautifully prepared “floating breakfasts” to 

guests as they soak in their suite and villa pools. The immersive culinary experience encourages lingering, but for those 

who do eventually peel themselves away, more water-based activities – aqua-stretching classes, surfing lessons, and 

swan neck showers in the spa’s Hydro-Vital Pool – await. Doubles from $255; Virtuoso travelers receive private airport 

transfers, a $100 resort credit, and breakfast daily in Senses restaurant. Upgraded floating breakfasts (served in all villas 

and suites with private pools or pool access), $40.

COMPASS IS REPORTED BY ELAINE GLUSAC, SUSAN HANSON, JEN LYONS, AND AMANDA OGLE

NEWS ON NAVIGATING THE WORLD + THE PERKS AND PRIVILEGES OF USING A VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

COMPASS

HAUTE HOTEL BOATS 12  |  CULTURAL RIVER CRUISES 16  |  ITALY’S LAKE COMO 24  |  SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD 27
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Jacques Cousteau called Palmarola “the most beautiful island in 

the Mediterranean.” The rocky, grotto-dotted isle off Italy’s west 

coast is a favorite of Relais Borgo Santo Pietro owners Claus 

and Jeanette Thottrup, who recommend a stop there during a 

weeklong cruise on the 20-room Tuscany hotel’s new 136-foot 

yacht, Satori. The hand-built wooden schooner accommodates 

private charters of up to ten and comes with plenty of perks, 

including suites with marble bathrooms, three sundecks, a 

wine cellar, Jet Skis, and electric bikes for shore excursions. 

Passengers cruise the Tyrrhenian Sea at their leisure, exploring 

seaside villages, catching fish for dinner (a chef from the hotel’s 

Michelin-starred restaurant is on board to prep all meals), or 

getting a massage in Satori’s wellness suite. Itineraries are 

completely customizable and can include pre- or post-voyage 

stays at Borgo Santo Pietro. Satori private charters available 

between June and October; contact your Virtuoso travel advisor 

for pricing. Relais Borgo Santo Pietro doubles from $593; Vir-

tuoso travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit. 

Out to Sea

MORE HOTEL BOATS 

MAKING WAVES

 • Bangkok’s history revolves around Chao 

Phraya, the river that cuts through the 

Thai capital city. Along its shores sit 

Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn), the Grand 

Palace, and The Siam, a 39-room retreat 

tucked amid three acres of gardens. 

See the Bangkok skyline light up at 

sunset from one of the rooftop day-

beds on The Golden Naga, the hotel’s 

refurbished teak rice barge. The boat, 

which holds up to eight passengers, 

sails the Chao Phraya nightly. Doubles 

from $579; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit. 

Private charters from $917 for two.

 • One of many reasons to love spring in 

NYC: afternoons on the Hudson. The 

Mark guests have exclusive access to 

the hotel’s 70-foot sailboat for private 

charters around New York Harbor. 

Take in the Manhattan skyline and snap 

photos with Lady Liberty in the back-

ground while noshing on lobster daikon 

rolls from chef Jean-Georges Vonger- 

ichten, who oversees the 152-room 

hotel’s restaurant. The 25-passenger 

vessel is available for half-day charters 

in spring and summer. Doubles from 

$725; Virtuoso travelers receive break-

fast daily and a Jean-Georges picnic 

basket. Sailboat charters, $3,500.

The yachting life aboard Relais Borgo Santo Pietro’s private schooner, Satori.



Motu M� day
Explore the islands of French Polynesia, including our own private beach 

retreats on Motu Mahana, an islet off  the coast of Taha'a, and Bora Bora.

Our all-inclusive pricing off ers an exceptional value, with 

50% off  standard cruise fares on all sailings of our luxury small ship 

plus included roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles.

For more information or to make a reservation, 

contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. Ask about 

special Virtuoso hosted sailings and shipboard credits!

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  SOUTH PACIFIC
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For a few weeks each spring, Washingtonians trade politics for hanami, the 
Japanese practice of cherry blossom viewing. (The city’s 3,000 cherry trees 
were a gift of friendship from Tokyo in 1912.) The Ritz-Carlton Georgetown, 

Washington, D.C. gets in on the action with a seasonal package that includes a 
private pedicab ride to Hains Point in East Potomac Park (one of the best viewing 
spots), a picnic, and, back at the 86-room hotel, cherry-themed snacks, cocktails, 
and treatments in the newly renovated spa. Cherry blossom package (available 
early March through mid-April) from $795 per night for two; Virtuoso travelers 
receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit. 

D.C. Zen

 ROMANCE. “Imanta is a great place for  

intimacy, introspection, and stimulation  

of the senses.”

 SUITES THAT LET NATURE IN. “Accommodations 

are simple yet elegant, with large windows and 

sliding doors. The two Jungle Deluxe suites 

were built around a giant granite boulder and 

have these amazing bathtubs carved out of the 

rock. I was in awe when I laid eyes on them.”

 ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS. “Kayaking along the 

hotel’s two miles of shoreline is rejuvenating. 

Pelicans fly by, and you can spot dolphins 

and even whales in season, from December 

through March.”

 NATIVE CUISINE. “Imanta is the only Relais & 

Châteaux property in the area that offers au-

thentic Mexican food. Fresh seafood is caught 

by local fishermen right off the shore.”

 LOCALLY INSPIRED WELLNESS. “The jungle spa 

has a temazcal [indigenous sweat lodge] set 

next to a crystal-clear creek. The traditional 

detoxifying ritual, led by a shaman, will make 

you feel reborn.”

STAY: Suites from $950; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and one dinner for two.

5 REASONS TO LOVE: IMANTA RESORTS PUNTA DE MITA

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE 
A go-to getaway for Los Angeles-based Virtuoso travel advisor Chad Rodarme is Imanta Resorts Punta de Mita, a lush 12-room 

eco-resort on Mexico’s Riviera Nayarit. Here, five reasons why it’s his favorite place to unwind.

Clockwise from top: King of the jungle, Imanta Resorts Punta de Mita; 

bathtub bliss; and sea-to-plate ceviche.

Compass | CHECK-IN

Japanese practice of cherry blossom viewing. (The city’s 3,000 cherry trees 



Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses ranging from $80 to $105 per person are additional and subject to change.

† Free Upgrade Offer. Queens Grill Upgrade offer is based on reserving a Queens Grill Suite (category Q6) for the price of a Princess Grill Suite (category P1). Princess Grill Upgrade offer is based on reserving a Princess Grill Suite 
(category P2) for the price of a Club Balcony stateroom (category A1). Balcony Upgrade offer is based on reserving a Balcony stateroom (up to category BZ on Queen Mary 2; category BF on Queen Elizabeth or Queen Victoria) 

for the price of an Oceanview stateroom (category EF on Queen Mary 2; category FC on Queen Elizabeth or Queen Victoria). Upgrade offers are not available to third/fourth berth guests and are subject to availability.

‡ Reduced Deposit refers to guests paying 50% of the standard required deposit.  Deposit is required within 3 days of reservation or sooner.  Bookings are subject to cancellation if deposit amount is not received within the 
option period.  Reduced deposit is not combinable with other reduced deposit offers and does not apply to bookings made within final payment.  

w The Free Drinks offer applies only to guests reserving a Princess Grill Suite or Queens Grill Suite on voyages in this promotion. The Free Drinks offer includes all drinks $12 and under purchased on board during the cruise. 
Only guests booked on this promotion may purchase and consume Free Drinks. Guests under 18 years of age (21 years of age in United States ports or territorial waters) may only purchase non-alcoholic Free Drinks. Paying 

the difference between the threshold and the higher price is not permitted. The standard 15% service charge on all bar orders is included under this promotion for eligible Free Drinks. Free Drinks ordered on this promotion 
will be credited back to the guest folio on a nightly basis. This promotion does not apply to drinks ordered as room service or in-room mini-bar (except Queens Grill), bottles of wine or drinks packages. Cunard operates a 

Responsible Service of Alcohol Policy. Offer is not available for third/fourth berth guests, is not transferable and may not be combinable with other offers. No cash value.

^ Virtuoso Voyages Program amenities and events are subject to change without notice, require a minimum/maximum number of participants and may not be combinable with other offers. Space is limited, black-out dates and 
restrictions may apply. See your Virtuoso traveler advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Private car transfers in New York and Southampton apply to Grills Suite guests only.

* New bookings only. Fares apply to minimum lead-in categories on a space-available basis at time of reservation. Fares for other categories not shown may vary. Fares are per person, do not include air travel, are cruise only, 
based on double occupancy and apply to the first two guests in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth berth guests. Offer only applies to voyages advertised in this promotion. This offer has limited 
space, is nontransferable, subject to change, and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past guest discounts. Offer is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Bermuda, Puerto Rico, Mexico 

and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars and are subject to change at any time. Please refer to the applicable Cunard brochure or Cunard.com for terms, conditions and 
definitions that apply to all reservations. Ask about our applicable air add-on program. This offer expires February 28, 2018. Please reference promo code: R2A / N2A. Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. ©Cunard 2018. The Cunard 

logo and logotype are registered trademarks of Carnival plc, an English company trading as Cunard Line. Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria are trademarks owned by Cunard. All rights reserved in the United 
States and other countries. Note: For assistance reserving a wheelchair-accessible stateroom, please contact customer service at 1-800-728-6273. 

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your voyage today.

Queen Mary 2® 

7 nights  w  Oct 25, 2018 

Balcony fares from $1,699*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $80 per 
person are additional and subject to change.

r

Queen Mary 2® 

7 nights  w  Nov 11, 2018

Balcony fares from $1,699*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $80 per 
person are additional and subject to change.

Wes

Queen Mary 2® 

7 nights  w  Dec 15, 2018

Balcony fares from $1,699*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $105 per 
person are additional and subject to change.

Upgrades on Us
Free Upgrades†  |  50% Reduced Deposit‡  |  Free Drinks in Grill Suitesw

so V  

Enjoy private transfers in New York and London, a private cocktail party, specialty dining in The Verandah restaurant.̂
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CULTURAL CRUISES
From art to ancient wonders, 

three more special-interest 

voyages for 2018. 

In northern France, an art-focused 

cruise along the Seine aboard Avalon 

Waterways’ 128-passenger Tapestry 

II features a tour of Monet’s garden in 

Giverny and visits to towns that inspired 

such icons as Van Gogh. Eight days, 

round-trip from Paris. Departure: July 

28, 2018; from $2,499.

Viking River Cruises’ 52-passenger  

Ra takes guests on the Nile to experience 

Egypt’s pyramids, temples, and spice 

markets. Twelve days, round-trip from 

Cairo. Departures: Multiple dates, June 1 

through December 21, 2018; from $5,399.

Guests of Abercrombie & Kent’s China 

and Yangtze tour spend three nights 

on the 124-passenger Sanctuary Yangzi 

Explorer to cruise the “Long River” 

while learning about traditional Chinese 

medicine and boarding “pea pod” boats 

poled by Tujia boatmen. Thirteen days, 

Beijing to Shanghai. Departures: Multiple 

dates, March 16 through October 26, 

2018; from $5,995.

Gliding along the mighty Rhine, 

river cruisers get an intimate per-

spective on medieval castles, lush 

vineyards, and historic villages. But for 

those also hoping to trace the region’s 

extensive Jewish roots, Uniworld’s 

new-for-2018 Rhine itinerary features 

themed Jewish-heritage excur-

sions at nearly every port. Don’t-miss 

experiences include visits to Basel’s 

Great Synagogue, Israel Park, and sites 

significant to the Zionist movement’s 

inception; the Museum Judengasse in 

Frankfurt, featuring the foundations of 

five homes from Europe’s first Jewish 

ghetto, Judengasse (Jew’s Alley), and an 

adjacent Holocaust memorial; Amster-

dam’s former Jewish Quarter, where 

Rembrandt lived – the Dutch painter’s 

works often depicted local Jewish citi-

zens, and his house, now a museum, is 

one of the few originals still standing in 

the area; and Strasbourg’s Old Town 

to tour the Alsatian Museum’s Jewish 

collection and model prayer room. 

Traveling through the Netherlands, 

Germany, France, and Switzerland, 

cruisers have the opportunity to mix 

and match shore excursions as they 

please, and all ports offer plenty of 

non-Jewish heritage options as well. 

Just a few suggestions: Join a local 

guide for an insider’s tour of Speyer 

to glimpse its UNESCO-designated 

Romanesque cathedral; hike to Bacha-

rach’s twelfth-century Stahleck Castle; 

head into Cologne for a Kölsch beer 

tasting; and bike along the Rhine in 

Basel before stopping at the Fondation 

Beyeler to view works by Cézanne, 

Klee, and other masters. The sailing 

also provides special access to art 

collections in multiple countries, along 

with a family program for travelers 

ages 4 to 17 designed to spark a desire 

for lifelong learning.

GO: All-inclusive, nine-day sailings 

from Basel to Amsterdam (or reverse) 

aboard the 130-passenger River Em-

press include transfers, onboard meals, 

guided shore excursions, and more. 

Departures: Multiple dates, March 14 

through November 5, 2018; from $2,199.

Living History
A new Rhine River cruise brings western 

Europe’s rich Jewish heritage to life. 

Uniworld’s River Empress along Europe’s Rhine River.



S O M E  S E E  T H E  O L D  P O R T .

W E  S E E . . .

the chance to take the skyline for a spin.

dishes that haven’t even been invented yet.

the dream factory that reinvented the circus.

N E V E R  G R O W  U P
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SHIP REVIEW

After a total redesign in 2016, Queen 

Mary 2 reclaimed her throne, look-

ing fresher than ever. While there 

are plenty of new players at sea, 

Virtuoso travel advisor Fran Kramer 

of Rochester, New York, declares her 

devotion to Cunard’s 2,961-passenger 

flagship, which she describes as “the 

epitome of gracious living,” following 

her recent cruise. Here, a few features 

worth hailing.

GLAMOUR GIRL

After its makeover, QM2 exudes a Hol-

lywood-heyday allure. Stepping foot in 

the redesigned public spaces “is almost 

like being on a movie set waiting for the 

stars and director,” says Kramer, adding 

that the sweeping staircases, brilliant 

chandeliers, and exotic fabrics are 

reminiscent of backdrops for The Great 

Gatsby. Despite the formal ambience, 

however, the ship never feels intimidat-

ing or stuffy. Besides, Kramer notes, 

“Don’t we all have party clothes in the 

closet that we rarely get to show off?”  

AT YOUR SERVICE

The glamour is even more enhanced 

in the Grills accommodations, with 

gorgeous decor and white-gloved 

butlers who unpack luggage, deliver 

canapés each evening, make dinner 

reservations – and even assist with 

pesky bow ties. Kramer lauds the 

Grills-exclusive dining room, where 

guests can linger for the entire eve-

ning and enjoy a number of tableside 

preparations. She finds the reserved 

area for afternoon tea more intimate, 

as well: “It overlooks the water and 

has a relaxed atmosphere – no rush, 

no crowds.”

A DAY IN THE LIFE

For Kramer, the ideal sea day aboard 

QM2 begins with a walk around the 

polished decks, fresh-made cinnamon 

breakfast bread, and an “always out-

standing” lecture before a nap on her 

cabin’s private balcony. After lunch, 

she recommends the fencing lessons 

(“as many laughs as Saturday Night 

Live!”), followed by a surf-and-turf din-

ner and a theater show, preferably in 

one of the private boxes.

PREMIER PURSUITS

“The quality of Cunard’s enrichment 

programs is top notch,” says Kramer. 

During her many sailings on the line’s 

three ships, she’s attended talks by 

everyone from a Royal Family butler to 

a former Concorde pilot to a U.S. dip-

lomat involved in the Iraq War. Aboard 

QM2, guests can browse the well-

stocked library and explore the skies  

in the only planetarium at sea. 

ROYAL WAVE

Cunard’s classic transatlantic sailings 

offer the perfect way to experience the 

great expanse and gentle lull of the 

ocean, Kramer observes. “We forget 

that before planes, trains, and auto-

mobiles, it was the seas and rivers that 

connected us all.”

Hail to the Queen
Some classics keep us coming back – and for good reason.

Queen Mary 2’s stately 

atrium and (inset) the 

grande dame at sea. 



Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row
2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015   |   2016

Voted Best Cruise Line Overall by Virtuoso, 2017

For more information, see your Virtuoso travel advisor

Terms & Conditions: Promotional rates are valid on select 2018 sailings only, based on double 
occupancy. Promotions are valid for new bookings and may not be applicable toward Group bookings. 
Offers are not combinable with any other promotions/discounts, limited to  availability,  capacity 
 controlled and subject to change or termination without notice. Other  restrictions apply. Registration 
as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. CST#2065452-40

JOIN US ON A UNIQUE
WINE CRUISE EXPERIENCE

Nothing turns an occasion into a celebration, sparks a conversation, or elevates a meal from ordinary to  elegant quite 

like fine wine. That’s why AmaWaterways offers expertly curated Wine River Cruises that add a unique,  epicurean 

 dimension to our standard itineraries. Not only do you enjoy  sightseeing in grand  capitals and  charming  villages alike, 

you’ll be treated to special wine-related excursions in some of  Europe’s most  renowned wine regions.  Whether you are 

a wine connoisseur or simply  indulge in a sip here and there, these cruises make for an  exceptional e xperience. 

save up to $1,500 per stateroom on select 2018 departures



By sea, river, land and air, we have redefined the way the world views luxury travel.

For more information, Please contact your Virtuoso® travel advisor.

ALL
EXCLUSI V E

™

H E L P S  YO U  P L A N  T H E  P E R F E C T  G E TAWAY.



OCEAN  |  RIVER  |  YACHT EXPEDITION  |  PRIVATE JET JOURNEYS 
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 LAKE LLANQUIHUÉ

The Setting: Chile’s second-largest lago 

sits at the southern tip of the country’s 

famous Lake District. Towering above it, 

conical Osorno Volcano provides peak 

dramatic effect.

The Experience: German colonial archi-

tecture, dairy farms, ski resorts, and nature 

preserves surround the 330-square-mile 

glacial lake.

The Culture: After leading cyclists along 

Llanquihué’s shores and into Villarrica 

National Park, a new tour from Back-

roads takes them inside a local Mapuche 

home for dinner and insight into Chile’s 

indigenous people. 

The Details: Seven days. Departures: 

Multiple dates, February 23 through 

December 30, 2018; from $5,598.

Peaceful canoe rides, hikes through pristine forests, and interactions with indigenous cultures – 
these vacations set on iconic lakes offer something to everyone’s liking. 

AS YOU LAKE IT

 LAKE LOUISE

The Setting: Silt deposits from glacier 

runoff give an emerald glow to this Rocky 

Mountain lake in the heart of Canada’s 

Banff National Park.

The Experience: An overnight stay at The 

Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise offers Tauck 

guests the chance to go canoeing, hiking, 

horseback riding, and rock climbing.

The Culture: Learn about the history and 

culture of Banff National Park’s original 

inhabitants at the Buffalo Nations Luxton 

Museum (1 Birch Avenue, Banff).

The Details: Seven days. Departures: 

Multiple dates, July 26 through August 13, 

2018; from $5,990.

 LAKE BAIKAL

The Setting: Southeast Siberia is home to 

the oldest (25 million years) and deepest 

(5,387 feet) lake on earth, which holds 

nearly a quarter of the world’s unfrozen 

fresh water.

The Experience: Boating, fishing, and 

diving are popular activities, as is upscale 

camping along Akademicheskaya Bay. The 

Great Baikal Trail encircles the lake with 

hundreds of miles of hiking paths.   

The Culture: Working with one of Vir-

tuoso’s on-site tour connections, Delta 

of Scandinavia, your travel advisor can 

arrange lunch with a Russian family in their 

dacha and encounters with the nomadic 

Buryat people, including a shamanic ritual.

The Details: Nine days. Departures: Multiple 

dates, July 21 through September 30, 2018; 

contact your Virtuoso advisor for pricing.

Treasure Island 
Indonesia’s first water-based airport for seaplanes has opened up tourism to the remote Anambas 

archipelago, beginning with Bawah Island. The new private retreat, comprising five isles stretched 

across a mile of turquoise seas, offers the conservation-conscious more than a dozen untouched 

beaches, virgin forest, overwater safari-style tents, and thriving corals in three lagoons. Remote Lands 

can now add a stay there to any custom-designed Singapore or Bali journey. 

guests the chance to go canoeing, hiking, 



Compass | POSTCARD

F E B R U A R Y  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 8 23

A seasoned traveler enjoys a secluded setting in Thailand. 

PALM SWING

IN THE MOMENT 

Whenever Brookfi eld, Wisconsin-

based traveler Jessica Kirchoff visits 

a country for a second (or third, or 

fourth) time, she always seeks out 

places that are well-kept secrets. “My 

husband took this photo of me one 

morning on Koh Kood, Thailand,” she 

says. “I was feeling serene, all alone 

on a beautiful beach in the shadow of 

a single palm tree” on this unspoiled 

island in the country’s far south.

THE TRIP

Jessica and her husband, Nate, 

journeyed to Myanmar, Cambodia, 

Nepal, and Thailand on a 2017 tour 

planned with expert guidance from 

Virtuoso travel advisor Peggy Purtell 

of Milwaukee. “No matter how many 

times we vacation in Thailand, we’re 

always enamored by the vibrancy 

of the culture, the spiciness of the 

food, and the kindness of the smiling 

locals,” says Jessica. 

WHERE NEXT? 

The couple are avid adventurers, 

traveling about four months of the 

year, every year. “We’re always plan-

ning another trip. The more loca-

tions we cross off our bucket list, 

the more we add,” Jessica declares. 

Recent additions include Egypt, 

Bhutan, Rwanda, and Madagascar, 

to name just a few. 

TIP

“There are so many benefi ts 

to visiting a place during the 

shoulder season or off-season. 

Sure, it might be rainy or colder, 

but with fewer tourists, you get 

the chance to have wonderful 

interactions and see destinations 

in a different light.” 

– Virtuoso traveler 

Jessica Kirchoff

Hanging around on 

Koh Kood, Thailand.

245 Front Street 
Key West, FL 33040 

PREPARE FOR AN 

experience that inspires

Discover an exquisitely intimate 

enclave of charming individual 

bougainvillea-laced cottages, 

an exclusive beach, idyllic spa, 

and delicious waterfront dining.

ISLAND LIFE...
redefined
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ON LAKE TIME
Haute springs eternal on Italy’s Lago di Como.

“You imagine how gorgeous it is, and then you arrive 
and see that it’s even better.”

The tree-lined shores of Lake 

Como have been a fashionable 

retreat since Roman times. It’s 

easy to understand why, says 

Virtuoso travel advisor Damien 

Martin of Leawood, Kansas, who 

calls the resort area, set in the 

foothills of the Alps in northern 

Italy, an “amazing combination 

of natural and human-made 

beauty.” The key to the Como 

lifestyle, Martin says, is to slow 

down, given that “it’s impossible 

to go anywhere without having 

to stop and marvel. You imagine 

how gorgeous it is,” he adds, “and 

then you arrive and see that it’s 

even better.” Following his recent 

visit with Italian Dream, one of 

Virtuoso’s on-site tour connec-

tions, we asked Martin to share 

a few of his favorite ways to dive 

into the destination. 

CONSUMMATE COMO

For Martin, the perfect day 

on the wishbone-shaped lake 

starts with a hike around the 

hamlet of Cadenabbia for a 

view of Bellagio, the famous 

silk center known as Como’s 

“pearl.” Then it’s time to get 

out on the water: “A boat tour 

is a must,” he says, “so you can 

gawk at the Alps soaring into 

the sky and stop to visit one of 

the lavish lakeside villas, such 

as Villa Carlotta, with its famous 

botanical gardens.” (Virtuoso 

guests staying at Grand Hotel 

Tremezzo enjoy complimen-

tary entrance.) Finally, head 

to Isola Comacina, the lake’s 

lone island, for dinner at iconic 

Locanda dell’Isola Comacina, 

which has served the same 

menu since 1947.

MANGIA, MANGIA 

Speaking of dining, risotto is the 

dish in northern Italy; Lombardy 

locals prefer the rich and creamy 

alla Milanese version with saf- 

fron. The fish is always fresh 

and fantastic, notes Martin, who 

favors two venues in the village 

of Lezzeno: Ittiturismo da Abate 

and Crotto del Misto, with its 

eighteenth-century wine cellar. 

Il Gelato di Zoe in Argegno is a 

must for dessert, he adds.     

DAY-TRIPPING

If you can peel yourself away from 

Como’s posh shores, head to Lake 

Lugano and the Swiss city of the 

same name. Nearby you’ll find the 

famous FoxTown outlets, where 

you can shop for Versace, Dolce 

& Gabbana, Fendi, and more top 

labels. Saint Moritz and other Al-

pine towns are within easy reach, 

as is the fashion capital of Milan 

(also the capital of the Lombardy 

region), which, Martin notes, is 

“criminally overlooked by most 

American travelers.” 

THAT’S AMORE

“It’s difficult to find a more ro-

mantic setting than Lake Como,” 

muses Martin, who suggests the 

area to honeymooners and cou-

ples in general. For “the epitome 

of old-world opulence,” he recom-

mends a stay at Villa d’Este in 

Cernobbio, in a lake-view room in 

the intimate Queen’s Pavilion. 

With waterfront dining, a floating 

pool built atop the lake, and 25 

acres of parkland, the hotel invites 

guests to relax and indulge in la 

dolce far niente (“the sweetness of 

doing nothing”). 

Lake Como luxe: Villa d’Este’s 

floating pool and (below) Villa 

Carlotta’s botanical gardens.
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Street Snaps

Three destination photo books that zoom in on icons of everyday life.

When the U.S. embargo made it impossible 

to get parts for their cars, Cubans got cre-

ative. The resulting fleet of cleverly preserved 

automobiles fills the pages of Cuba Cars: 

Classic Cars of the Caribbean by Rainer 

Floer and Harri Morick. Gorgeous imagery of 

these “Yank tanks,” along with street scenes 

and landscapes, provides a snapshot into the 

island’s colorful culture. $27, amazon.com.

Raquel Puig’s Doorways of Paris pays 

homage to the Instagrammer’s adopted 

home by focusing her camera lens on its 

most enchanting entryways. Francophiles 

can embark on an imaginative journey 

through the City of Light via hundreds of 

beautifully photographed doors, thought-

fully organized by arrondissement. $17, 

barnesandnoble.com.

After cataloging vintage signs around Italy 

and Paris, graphic designer Louise Fili turns 

her sights to the labyrinthine streets of Bar-

celona’s ancient Barri Gòtic (Gothic Quarter) 

in Gràfica de les Rambles: The Signs of 

Barcelona. The travelogue offers a loving 

look at the Catalan city’s most imaginative 

signage, from intricate mosaics to embel-

lished placards. $40, papress.com. 

For more information, contact

your Virtuoso travel advisor. 

Float down the Amazon, the Ganges, the Mekong, and 

the canals that feed France’s wine country aboard small, 

intimate riverboats and barges, and disembark to explore 

the riverside towns and remote villages on foot or by bike.

RIVER CRUISING

Smaller is better.
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ART & CULTURE TRAVEL INTEL

TRAVEL PREP

SAFE AND SOUND: Albuquerque-based Virtuoso travel advisor Alfred Volden has always purchased travel insurance for 

his family. “It’s seriously a must-have,” he says. Now that Medjet’s MedjetHorizon air medical transport service has added 

natural disasters and pandemics to its enhanced security coverage, Volden is even more emphatic. “The plan was already 

comprehensive,” he notes, “but given the disasters of 2017, the extra protection makes membership even more valuable.”

Once every ten years, locals from the Bavarian village of 
Oberammergau gather to perform the Passion Play. The 
centuries-old tradition – a vow made by villagers should 
they survive the plague, which they’ve honored since 1634 –  
has evolved into one of the world’s great cultural spectacles, 
with more than 2,000 actors, singers, and musicians re-
creating the final days of Jesus Christ. Tickets are already in 
high demand for 2020 performances, so now is the time 
to contact your travel advisor, who can work with Virtuoso’s 
on-site tour connections to secure premier seating as part of 
a custom-crafted trip to Germany.

TALK ABOUT 
THE PASSION

ON THE ALERT

News to know before you go.

 • Brazil’s a Breeze  

Visiting Brazil is easier than ever, thanks to 

a new program that allows travelers from 

the U.S., Canada, and other select coun-

tries to obtain their visas online. The new 

e-visa costs $40 and is valid for two years. 

vfsglobal.com.

 • That Smarts

Both American Airlines and Delta Air 

Lines recently banned passengers from 

checking smart luggage unless they can 

remove the lithium-ion batteries. Look for 

other carriers to implement similar policies 

in the near future. High-tech suitcases are 

still allowed as carry-ons, although batter-

ies must be removable.

 • Shop Hops

Paris, New York, and Florence top Vir-

tuoso’s Luxe Report list of best places in 

the world to shop. Our trend predictor 

with intel from expert travel advisors also 

offers pro tips: Visit resort shops for goods 

made by local artists, for instance, and hire 

a local shopping guide in places that are 

new to you. Contact your Virtuoso advisor 

for additional ways to be a savvy shopper 

while traveling.

Oberammergau gather to perform the Passion Play. The 
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SEA CHANGE

CHARLOTTE

The recently opened Hay-

maker restaurant uses 

North Carolina shrimp 

in locally inspired dishes 

such as shrimp a la plan-

cha, served with grits, 

Manchego cheese, brown 

butter, and pickled chilies. 

Chef William Dissen has 

addressed Congress on 

sustainable foodways, 

and the restaurant is 

located in a LEED Silver 

building. 225 S. Poplar 

Street; haymakerclt.com.

DENVER

Newcomer Urban Farmer 

obtains its arctic char 

and other ecologically 

sound selections from 

New York’s historic Fulton 

Fish Market, a champion 

of healthy stocks. Try the 

charred octopus with

mussels and black garlic

or the seared sea scallops 

with kumquat and wild 

rice. 1659 Wazee Street; 

urbanfarmerdenver.com.

MIAMI

The Strand Bar & Grill, 

a recent addition to the 

Carillon Miami Wellness 

Resort, fittingly focuses 

on seasonal, organic 

ingredients. Executive chef 

Stephen Ullrich extends his 

careful sourcing to items 

such as the sea scallops, 

served with artichokes, 

black truffles, and pome-

granate, and Kampachi

crudo with asparagus. 

6801 Collins Avenue; 

thestrandmiami.com.

In 1999, California’s Monterey Bay Aquarium launched its Seafood Watch program to 

call attention to the depletion of fish stocks and other marine environmental concerns, 

and recommend ocean-friendly alternatives. Now, nearly 20 years later, the message has 

reached the masses as new – and even landlocked – restaurants highlight their marine 

cred. Here, three sustainable seafood stars that are well worth the trip. 

The recently opened 

such as 

Manchego cheese, brown 

butter, and pickled chilies. 
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EXPLORE THE EXOTIC INDONESIAN ISLANDS BY SAIL WITH STAR CLIPPERS 

FROM BALI AT AMAZING SAVINGS! 

Air credit $800 per cabin • $500 onboard credit per cabin 

PLUS 15% additional savings on back to back sailings

 

Star Clipper • 7, 10, 11 & 14 Nights

May – October 2018

Air credit promotional fares 

starting from $1,285 per personAsk about our Land Tours!  Book by March 31, 2018 

Rates are in US Dollars per person, based on double occupancy and do not include port charges or gratuities. Advertised $1,285pp rate is for Cat.5 cabin. 

Valid for new bookings only. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. Other restrictions may apply for this offer. Star Clipper GSA, Inc. dba Star Clippers 

America acts only as a sales and marketing agent for Star Clippers, Ltd. for purpose of booking travel arrangements on Star Clippers vessels. Star Clippers, 

Ltd. operates the vessels on which you will be sailing. © Star Clippers 2017. Ship’s Registry: Malta. ST#37231.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

such as shrimp a la plan-

charred octopus with

mussels and black garlic

granate, and Kampachi

crudo with asparagus. 
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LINKS LAYER

Featuring moisture-wicking fabric and a 

UPF 50+ rating, Coolibar’s Merino polo is 

a stylish, low-key way to protect yourself 

from the sun during 18 long holes. In two 

colors. $78, coolibar.com.

 CHIC SHADES

With polarized lenses and 100 percent UV 

protection, these Kate Spade Ayleen full-

coverage sunnies are the perfect poolside 

accessory. $180, nordstrom.com.

 COOL COMFORT

Sunbathe too long? Herbivore’s After Sun 

Soothing Aloe Mist cools and refreshes skin 

with mint and lavender. Keep it in the fridge 

for extra relief. $20, herbivorebotanicals.com.

 SEASIDE SIPPER

Stay hydrated with a stainless-steel water 

bottle from Hydro Flask. The double-

walled design keeps your water cool for 

up to 24 hours, and there’s a color to 

match every beach bag. In four sizes. From 

$25, amazon.com.

 HATS ON

Functional and fashionable, Wallaroo Hat 

Company’s UV-blocking Savannah sun hat 

has a dramatic fi ve-inch brim and rolls up 

to fi t in your suitcase. In two colors. $52, 

wallaroohats.com. 

NATURAL DEFENSE

Lather’s Daily Defense facial sunscreen

offers the UVA/UVB protection you need, 

without all the chemicals and synthetic 

fragrance you don’t want. $24, lather.com. 

PINT-SIZE PROTECTION

Shade Critters’ two-piece girls’ swimwear 

sets block 98 percent of harmful UV rays 

without sacrifi cing kids’ sunny style. From 

$52, shadecritters.com. 

While there’s nothing better than a sunny winter escape, sunburn makes a bad souvenir. 
Get smart (and stylish) about sun protection on your next trip.

BRIGHT IDEAS

Sunbathe too long? Herbivore’s After Sun Company’s UV-blocking



Book your voyage today and enjoy exclusive

Virtuoso Voyages benefi ts. Call your Virtuoso® Travel Advisor.

DISCOVER
OUR CARIBBEAN

Island paradise like only we can deliver

English Harbor, Antigua

Plus

ENJOY A FREE SHORE EXCURSION IN EVERY PORT

 $ 1,000 PER SUITE 

ONBOARD CREDIT

ONE-CATEGORY

SUITE UPGRADE



UNSPOILED HAVENS READY TO BE RELISHED

We invite you to discover hidden harbors and explore all the beauty in the Caribbean Sea. Join us as we sail through secluded 
ports and remote coves that other ships cannot reach. Small islands like Bequia in the Grenadines or Martinique’s charming 
Anses’Arlet. Escape frigid temperatures for lush tropical landscapes and rich flavors as you embark on an unforgettable 
Silversea voyage in the Caribbean. What better way to get to experience this incredible destination than by enjoying of our 
Free Shore Excursion offer and our all-inclusive lifestyle. These carefully selected shore excursions allow you to immerse 
yourself deeper in the islands’ culture on every port you’ll visit. What’s more, on select voyages, you can take advantage of  
our exclusive Last Minute Savings and choose between $1,000 shipboard credit or one category suite upgrade – ensuring 
your experience will be as luxurious and pampering as you would want it to be.

Silver MuseGustavia, St. Barts

ROUNDTRIP SAN JUAN 
SILVER WIND – 7 DAYS
MAR 11, 2018 VOYAGE 2809

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 San Juan, Puerto Rico 10pm

 2
Spanish Town, Virgin 
Gorda

8am 9pm

3 Basseterre, St. Kitts 8am 7pm

4
St. John’s, Antigua  
and Barbuda

8am 5pm

5 Philipsburg, St. Maarten 9am 11pm

6 Gustavia, St Barts 8am 10pm

7 Road Town, Tortola 8am 10pm

8 San Juan, Puerto Rico 8am

Basseterre

Road Town

Spanish Town

San Juan

St. John's

Philipsburg

Gustavia, St Barthelemy

Philipsburg

Basseterre

Gustavia, St Barthelemy

Les Saintes

San Juan

St. John's

Castries

ROUNDTRIP SAN JUAN 
SILVER WIND – 7 DAYS
MAR 23, 2018 VOYAGE 2811

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 San Juan, Puerto Rico 6pm

2 Gustavia, St Barts 8am 11pm

3 Basseterre, St. Kitts 8am 6pm

4
St. John’s, Antigua  
and Barbuda

8am 5pm

5 Castries, St Lucia 8am 9pm

6
Les Saintes, French West 
Indies

8am 6pm

7 Philipsburg, St. Maarten 8am 5pm

8 San Juan, Puerto Rico 8am

Basseterre
Road Town

Fort Lauderdale

Fort-de-France

St. Thomas

St George's

Grand Turk

San Juan

St. John's

Bequia

Gustavia, St Barthelemy

Bridgetown

FORT LAUDERDALE TO SAN JUAN 
SILVER MUSE – 13 DAYS
MAR 22, 2018             VOYAGE 6806

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 6pm

2 Day at Sea

3
Grand Turk, Turks and 
Caicos Islands

9am 6pm

4 Day at Sea

5 Road Town, Tortola 8am 7pm

6 Basseterre, St. Kitts 8am 6pm

7 Fort-de-France, Martinique 8am 6pm

8 Bridgetown, Barbados 8am 7pm

9 St. George's, Grenada 8am 11pm

10
Bequia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines

8am 3pm

11 St. John's, Antigua 8am 11pm

12 Gustavia, St. Barts 8am 11pm

13 St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 9am 6pm

14 San Juan, Puerto Rico 8am

FARES FROM: $2,900

FARES FROM: $6,100

FARES FROM: $2,800

 Venetian Society benefits Last  Minute Savings

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES
Onboard Host, Welcome Reception 
and a choice of shore experience,  
shipboard credit or custom credit

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES
Onboard Host, Welcome Reception 
and a choice of shore experience,  
shipboard credit or custom credit

COMPLIMENTARY  

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFIT: 
$150 per person Shipboard credit or 

$175 custom credit

Basseterre

Road TownRoad TownRoad TownRoad TownRoad TownRoad Town

Spanish TownSpanish Town

San JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan Juan

St. John'sSt. John's

PhilipsburgPhilipsburg

Gustavia, St BarthelemyGustavia, St Barthelemy

PhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburgPhilipsburg

BasseterreBasseterre

Gustavia, St BarthelemyGustavia, St Barthelemy

Les SaintesLes Saintes

San JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan Juan

St. John's

CastriesCastries

Basseterre
Road TownRoad Town

Fort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort Lauderdale

Fort-de-FranceFort-de-France

St. ThomasSt. Thomas

St George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George's

Grand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand Turk

San JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan Juan

St. John'sSt. John's

BequiaBequia

Gustavia, St BarthelemyGustavia, St Barthelemy

BridgetownBridgetown



MULTIPLE SHORE EXCURSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM IN EACH PORT

Horseback Ride & Swim  

The idyllic, white-sand beaches of Grand Turk are ideal for 
a scenic and relaxing horseback-riding experience. Your 
horseback-riding excursion includes an island tour en route to 
the Grand Turk Indigenous Horse Shelter. Once mounted on 
your horse, take a walk on the beach, admire the ocean views, 
and stop to relax and swim. 

Rainforest Safari 

Experience the exquisite flora and fauna of St. Kitts during this 

picturesque, half-day rainforest safari. Your half-day excursion 

features Carib Rock Drawings at the Old Rock Village, a tour of 

the Romney Gardens and Caribelle Batik Studios at Wingfield 

Estate, and an incredibly scenic rainforest trek with refreshments.

GRAND TURK, TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS

Voyages 6806 & 2812 Voyages 6806 & 2811

Road Town

Fort Lauderdale

Grand Turk

San Juan

Samana

Key West Gustavia, St Barthelemy

SAN JUAN TO FORT LAUDERDALE 
SILVER WIND – 7 DAYS
MAR 30, 2018          VOYAGE 2812 

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 San Juan, Puerto Rico 6pm

2 Gustavia, St. Barts 9am 11pm

3 Road Town, Tortola 8am 4pm

4
Samana, Dominican 
Republic

11pm 6pm

5
Grand Turk, Turks  
and Caicos Islands

8am 1pm

6 Day at Sea

7 Key West, Florida 9am 4pm

8 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 8am

Basseterre

Road Town

Fort Lauderdale

Fort-de-France

Grand Turk

Bridgetown

St. Thomas

St George's

San Juan

St. John's

Bequia

Gustavia, St Barthelemy

Bridgetown

FORT LAUDERDALE TO BRIDGETOWN 
SILVER MUSE – 7 DAYS
MAR 22, 2018           VOYAGE 6806A

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 6pm

2 Day at Sea

3
Grand Turk, Turks and 
Caicos Islands

9am 6pm

4 Day at Sea

5 Road Town, Tortola 8am 7pm

6 Basseterre, St. Kitts 8am 6pm

7 Fort-de-France, Martinique 8am 6pm

8 Bridgetown, Barbados 8am 7pm

BRIDGETOWN TO SAN JUAN 
SILVER MUSE – 6 DAYS
MAR 29, 2018            VOYAGE 6806B

DAY ARRIVE DEPART

1 Bridgetown, Barbados 8am 7pm

2 St. George's, Grenada 8am 11pm

3
Bequia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines

8am 3pm

4 St. John's, Antigua 8am 11pm

5 Gustavia, St. Barts 8am 11pm

6
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands

9am 6pm

7 San Juan, Puerto Rico 8am
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FARES FROM: $2,815
FARES FROM: $2,900FARES FROM: $3,285

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR  
TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: All Fares are cruise-only, available in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite and include select free shore excursions. Fares are capacity controlled and subject to change at 
any time without notice. Offer applies to bookings made through March 31, 2018. Select excursions will be offered on a complimentary basis on Voyages 2809, 2711, 2812, 6806, 6806A, 6806B. Depending on tour timing, one free 
shore excursion may be taken per day. Additional shore excursions are available for purchase; standard cancellation penalties apply. Capacity is limited on all shore excursions including free shore excursions and guests’ first choice 
may or may not be available. Silversea reserves the right to cancel any shore excursions including free shore excursions. No credit or other compensation will be given if free shore excursions are canceled or not utilized. All shore 
excursions including those offered on a complimentary basis are operated by independent operators over whom Silversea has no control. Last Minutes Savings offer valid on new, individual bookings on eligible voyages made 
between December 29, 2017 and March 15, 2018. Guests will receive a US $1,000 shipboard credit and one-category suite upgrade (up to Deluxe Veranda on Silver Cloud and Silver Muse; up to Veranda on Silver Galapagos; up 
to Veranda 4 on Silver Shadow and Silver Whisper; up to Veranda 6 on Silver Spirit; up to Mid Veranda on Silver Wind; and up to Vista on Silver Explorer and Silver Discoverer). If the one-category upgrade is not available guests 
will instead receive an additional US $500 onboard credit per suite. Guests travelling on combination voyages will be eligible for the upgrade and shipboard credit on the qualifying segment, but not on those segments that are 
not part of the Last Minute Savings promotion. To reserve a Silversea cruise under the Last Minute Savings promotion, a 50% deposit of the total booking cost is required within two (2) days of booking. Full payment is due no later 
than 120 days prior to departure. All advertised fares, savings, offers, programmes and itineraries are correct at time of printing, are subject to availability and may change at any time. Other restrictions may apply. For full terms 
and conditions and details on all promotional offers visit silversea.com. NA171346

COMPLIMENTARY  

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFIT: 
$150 per person Shipboard credit or 

$175 custom credit

COMPLIMENTARY  

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFIT: 
$150 per person Shipboard credit or 

$175 custom credit

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES
Onboard Host, Welcome Reception 
and a choice of shore experience,  
shipboard credit or custom credit

Road Town

Fort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort Lauderdale

Grand TurkGrand Turk

San JuanSan Juan

SamanaSamanaSamanaSamana

Key WestKey WestKey WestKey WestKey WestKey WestKey WestKey WestKey West Gustavia, St BarthelemyGustavia, St BarthelemyBasseterre

Road TownRoad Town

Fort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort LauderdaleFort Lauderdale

Fort-de-FranceFort-de-France

Grand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand TurkGrand Turk

BridgetownBridgetown

St. Thomas

St George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George'sSt George's

San JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan JuanSan Juan

St. John'sSt. John's

BequiaBequia

Gustavia, St BarthelemyGustavia, St Barthelemy

Bridgetown



CLOSER IN: “My nod goes to Bar-

bados for its eye-popping beauty, 

vibrant culture, and thriving culinary 

scene. The beaches are 

gorgeous, and the Bajans 

(locals) welcome you like 

family. Sandy Lane resort, 

just minutes from the trendy new 

restaurant Cin Cin by the Sea, is tops 

for hospitality.” 

FARTHER FLUNG: “The Galápagos 

Islands are a nature lover’s dream. 

A small-ship expedition cruise is the 

best way to immerse yourself, but 

for stays on terra firma, Santa Cruz 

Island’s Pikaia Lodge offers an inti-

mate perspective on this Ecuador-

ian paradise.”

– Tiffany Layne, 

New York City

CLOSER IN: “While most travelers 

hear ‘island’ and think ‘tropics,’ one of 

our favorite destinations is Vancouver 

Island in British Columbia. 

Arriving by cruise ship 

is particularly enjoyable; 

choose one that docks in 

Victoria to explore Butchart 

Gardens and indulge in 

high tea at the Fairmont 

Empress hotel.”

FARTHER FLUNG: “Besides the magi-

cal islands of Tahiti, Moorea, and Bora-

Bora, every Paul Gauguin Cruises’ 

voyage to French Polynesia visits 

the line’s private islet, Motu Mahana. 

Guests can swim, snorkel with color-

ful fish, or simply soak up the day on 

white-sand beaches.” 

– Mark and Cyndi Worgan, 

Austin, Texas

CLOSER IN: “I like Aruba for its mix 

of Dutch history, Latin culture, and 

atypical flora and fauna. It’s worth-

while to go beyond your 

resort and experience the 

local food and shopping; 

the excellent transporta-

tion system is an added bonus.” 

FARTHER FLUNG: “Hawaii Island’s 

primal topography, black-sand 

beaches, lava tubes, and waterfalls 

make this isle as close to Eden as 

I can imagine. Look for sea turtles 

basking on rocks and surfers com-

muning with nature, and don’t miss 

Banyan Drive’s enormous trees and 

Old Hollywood flair.”

– Cheri Ramberg, 

Ancaster, Ontario, Canada
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Ask The Advisors
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AFTER THE STORMS: Both Barbados and Aruba were unaffected by hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

For our extended update on travel to the Caribbean, turn to page 52. 

What’s Your Favorite 

Island Escape?
There are thousands of isles scattered across the planet’s oceans, with almost as many 

ways to experience them. Here, Virtuoso travel advisors share a few of their top 
getaways, both nearer to, and distant from, their homes.

FARTHER FLUNG: “The Galápagos 



All images are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice.  
Celebrity Flora and Celebrity Edge are trademarks of Celebrity Cruises. ©2018 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador. 

As we sail into 2018, we’re taking modern luxury travel to a whole new level with 
new ships, makeovers, sailings, partnerships, and more.

• Celebrity EdgeSM will transform the way you experience the world.
• Celebrity FloraSM, the first ship to be designed and built just for the Galapagos. 
• The Celebrity Revolution, a $400M modernization of our entire fleet.
• Exciting new sailings, ports of call, and experiences for our 2019/20 season.
• Culinary cruises featuring star chefs from Moveable Feast with Fine Cooking.

And, this is just the beginning.  

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

New Year.
New Celebrity.
Get ready for the best premium cruise  
line’s biggest year ever.

The Magic Carpet on Celebrity Edge

Celebrity Flora



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R3 4

Travel Two Ways
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Mykonos: By Land or by Sea? 
Ifi’fififihfifigfififififiGfififififiIfififififidfibfifififi–fififififififififififidfififififififififififihfififi.fifiBy Amy Cassell

STAY

fihfifi30fififififififiBill & Coo Mykonos Suites and 

Lounge fifififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififi

bfififififififipfifichfifififififififigfifififiAfififififiBfififififififififififififififidfi

fififififififififififihfifibfififififi.fififififififififififififififidfifififififififififi

fififificfififififififihfiprivate balconiesfifififidfifihfifififififi’fififi

fififidfifififififixpfifififififihfififififififidfifipfifififififififidfififififififififififijfifififi

fificfifififififififi.fiDoubles from $400; Virtuoso travel-

ers receive breakfast daily and private round-trip 

airport transfers.

CRUISE 

Ifi’fififififififibfififififihfifiAfigfififififififiRoyal Caribbean 

International’fifififighfifidfifififififififidfifififipfifififififiRfifififi

fifififigfifififififihfifiGfififififiIfififififififififihfifi2fi702fipfififififigfififi

Jewel of the Seas.fifififififififififififipfifidfififidfififififififififififi

fifififififififihfifififipfififififiSfifififififififififiAfihfififififififidfiKfififififififififi

fififififififififihfififififififififififi.fiAfipfifififififififififififififidfifififipfififififififi

pfifififififififififififififififififispa treatmentsfififificfificfififibfifigfifi

fifidfifipfififififififififififififififighfifififififibfififid.fiDeparture: 

August 26, 2018; from $1,048.

G
REECE’SfifiOSfifiGLAfiOROUSfiISLEfififiYKONOSfi

cfifififififidfififififijfififififififififififififififififififififihfifi1960fifififihfififiGfificfifi

KfififififififififififififiBfififidfififififidfiJficfifififiKfifififidfififififififififidfi

fifififififififihfifififi.fiSfififififififififififlficfifififififihfififiCficfifidficfigfififififififi

fifififiidyllic beachesfififififififififibfififififififidfifificfififififififidfififififidfifififidficfifififi

fififififidfi.fi“fifififififififififififififififififififi”fifififififiKfififififififififixfififibfififidfiVfifififififififi

fifififififififidfifififififiRfififififiFfifififigfifi.fi“fihfififififififififififififififislow, relaxed, and 

simplefififififihfififififififififificfififififidfifififidfidfificfifigfififififififififi.”fiAfififififipfifififi

fixpfifififififififififififififififififififififififidfifififififififififififififificfifififififififififififidfififififififififififi

fihfififififififififipfifififififififififififififififififififipfififififififififififiGfififififiIfififififififififififigfi.fi

Bfifihfifififidfififidfifififififififififififihfififififihfififififidfififififigfifi:fiOfififificfifififififififififi’fififi

gfifififififififififififififififififiGfifificfififififificfififififififififidfifififififififi’fifififififififififififi

fifififibfififififihfififificfibbfififififififidfififififififififififidfiwhitewashed buildingsfifi

fififififiqfificfififihfifififififififififififihfifipfififi.fiAfififififififififififififififihfififififihfifififififififififififi

fififififififififififihfififififififid’fififibfififififififififififififififififififidfififififififippfififififififififififi

fififidfificfififififififififififixpfifififidfibfifichfififififidfifififigfifififififififififizfifipfifififififi

fifidfifresh seafoodfifififibfifichfifififififififififififififififififi–fifififihfifihfifififificfifificfi

fififififififififififififififififififififibficfidfifip.fiSfifififiFfifififigfifi:fi“fififififififififififififififi

fihfififififififififififififififififififificfififififififihfipfififififififififififififififigfififibfififidfififififihfifififi

fififififififififihfififififififidfififififififihfififififififififififififififififi.”

fihfifi30fififififififiBill & Coo Mykonos Suites and 

Lounge fifififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififi

Ifi’fififififififibfififififihfifiAfigfififififififiRoyal Caribbean 



FEEL FREE TO JOURNEY TO
ENCHANTING LANDS.

Set sail with Norwegian to unforgettable destinations – from the glacier-carved wilderness of Alaska to Europe’s 
awe-inspiring ancient ruins. Journey back in time to legendary landscapes as you enjoy the freedom and flexibility 
to vacation your way. Where unpacking happens once and relaxing, exploring and superb dining can happen 
whever you like on our award-winning ships. Book your cruise today and receive up $300 Onboard Credit per 
stateroom plus our Free At Sea Amenities. Take to the sea with Norwegian and learn what it means to Feel Free.

©2017 NCL Corporation Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and USA       32012  11/17

NORWEGIAN EPIC
7-DAY WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
FROM BARCELONA

4/22/2018, 8/26/2018, 9/9/2018, 10/21/2018  

Barcelona, Spain; Naples, Italy; Rome, Italy; Florence/Pisa, Italy;

Cannes, France; Marseille, France; Barcelona, Spain

NORWEGIAN PEARL 
7-DAY GLACIER BAY FROM SEATTLE

4/29/2018, 5/20/2018, 9/2/2018, 9/23/2018  

Cruise Glacier Bay; Ketchikan, Alaska, British Columbia;

Seattle, Washington

From the wilds of Alaska to Europe’s ancient ruins.

Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information
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Good Going

T
HE SUN IS CASTING ITS FIRST 

rays of gold and crimson as I 

dip my kayak paddle into the 

tranquil Caribbean Sea. I’m on 

a dawn mission to circumnavigate Coral 

Caye, Francis Ford Coppola’s private 

island not far from the sleepy fishing 

village of Placencia in Belize. Brown 

pelicans flying in perfect formation skim 

the shimmering surface while keeping a 

sharp eye out for sprat, the small silver 

fish that are a mainstay of their diet. Once 

endangered, the pelicans thrive in this 

tiny English-speaking Central American 

country, nearly half of which is protected 

wilderness, including mist-shrouded 

jungle, remote mountains, and the 

world’s second-largest barrier reef – in 

other words, an ecotourism paradise.

“When I was making Apocalypse Now, 

I became infatuated with the tropics. I 

read an article about Belize and learned 

that it was home to vast reefs and rain 

forests. I thought it would be a great 

place to take my kids,” says the legend-

ary filmmaker. Coppola’s love affair with 

Belize, spanning more than 30 years, also 

led him to become the country’s most 

celebrated hotelier – by accident. What 

started as a small inland jungle cottage, 

“where I could have a quiet place to 

write,” grew into his first ecolodge, 

the 20-dwelling, riverfront Blan-

caneaux, in central Belize’s 

Mountain Pine Ridge Forest 

Reserve. That was followed by 

Turtle Inn, a collection of 25 

beachfront dwellings with Maya 

Mountain views just outside Placencia, 

and now Coral Caye, a postage-stamp-

size hideaway 25 minutes by boat from 

the inn (you can add a Caye stay on to 

your Turtle Inn holiday).

As I glide my kayak over coral gardens, 

a hawksbill sea turtle pokes its head up 

for a closer look, while below, schools of 

green and purple parrotfish dart by. It 

takes less than an hour to paddle around 

the island, and when I beach my craft, 

Martin Krediet, the general manager of 

Turtle Inn and Coral Caye, tells me that 

they’re working in partnership with SEA 

Belize, a local conservation organization, 

to help protect the country’s underwa-

ter treasures. The lodges have already 

undertaken myriad sustainable 

tourism initiatives, from eco-

design and water conservation 

to renewable energy. Which is 

precisely why I’ve come here 

to celebrate my birthday with a 

small group of eco-minded friends: 

Coral Caye is our kind of place. Sure, it 

has a private chef and access to Coppola’s 

wine cellar, but the guest experience is 

more Robinson Crusoe than Lifestyles of 

the Rich and Famous: Two beach cottages 

join an open-air thatched palapa, which 

does triple duty as a bar, restaurant, and 

hangout. It’s all about simplicity – and in 

our fast-paced, high-tech world, that may 

be the greatest luxury of all.  

Simply Serene
In Belize, less is more on Francis Ford Coppola’s private hideaway, Coral Caye.  By Costas Christ

For more on 

where to stay 

and play in the 

Caribbean this year, 

read our roundup 

on page 52.

Paradise now: Coral Caye and 

(right) its seaside palapa.



BOOK TODAY!

ANTARCTICA 
CRUISES
Contact your Virtuoso 
Travel Advisor today!

We take you to the most remote 
destinations in Antarctica.
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YOUR BASE CAMP
AT SEA

Our skilled chefs off er premium dining 
inspired by our Norwegian heritage.

Our varied schedule of landings are all 
designed to create unforgettable memories.

© MADIS SARGLEPP
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PENINSULA

All our explorer ships are custom built to serve 
as perfect base camps for your adventure.

© ARNAU FERRER

in Antarctica

Travel aboard the cozy 
and comfortable MS 
Midnatsol, carrying a 
maximum of 500 fellow 
explorers. On these epic 
cruises, we’ll explore the 
deep fj ords of Chile. Take 
a front-row seat for the 
spectacular landscapes 
and stark natural beauty 
of Patagonia and enjoy 
the vibrant cultures of 
South America, all before 
experiencing the wild 
and spectacular beauty of 
Antarctica.

This enormous continent 
of ice has no permanent 
human residents, but 
is home to millions of 
penguins, seals, whales 
and birds. Antarctica is 
diff erent from anything 
you have ever experienced 
and is the perfect 
destination for adventure, 
the ideal place to connect 
with your inner explorer.

Our professional explorer 
team and crew are here 
to help create a journey of 
extraordinary experiences 
and lifelong memories.
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in Antarctica
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Traveler’s Tale
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Why I Travel
Opera and action-packed itineraries lure Mary Jo Gartner around the world. 

Interviewed by David Hochman

Mary Jo and Jay Gartner 

in Québec City and (inset) 

with their children in Peru.

M 
ARY JO GARTNER’S FA-

ther worked for Pan Am, so 

she grew up flying standby, 

taking whichever seat was 

empty. She’s still hopping on planes at 

56, but her travel standards are slight-

ly higher: Now it’s first class, Michelin 

stars, and lavish corner suites. Dallas-

based Virtuoso travel agency owner 

Nancy Strong does the advance work 

for Mary Jo, a retired technology and 

business consultant, and her husband, 

Jay, a retired physician. 

The best trips are like time travel. 

I love when a tour guide brings the 

events of a particular epoch to life 

in a personalized way. That’s why 

we always request private guides. 

In Florence, we didn’t just see the 

David at Galleria dell’Accademia – our 

guide showed us the city through the 

worlds of the powerful Medicis, as 

well as young Michelangelo and his 

conflicts with Leonardo da Vinci.

I like a complete itinerary, and by 

complete, I mean something sched-

uled every minute of the day: mu-

seums in Europe, canoe adventures 

on the Amazon, climbing a glacier in 

Alaska. I want to be exhausted com-

ing back to the hotel. 

My hobby is “restaurant-touring,” 

especially Michelin-starred restau-

rants. We just came back from Pujol in 

Mexico City – fantastic! In Stockholm,  

Nancy got us into the kitchen of 

Mathias Dahlgren’s two-star Matsalen, 

and we watched him tweeze tiny 

leaves onto the plate. As far as truly 

jaw-dropping experiences, that would 

be Ikarus in Salzburg – white-glove 

service in a private airplane hangar 

surrounded by Red Bull founder Diet-

rich Mateschitz’s art collection. 

A trip isn’t a trip unless I’ve seen 

an opera. The most memorable was 

The Magic Flute at La Scala. It’s quite 

bizarre – Mozart must have been on 

something. We were right there in 

the first row, and it was one of those 

“Wow, we’re in Italy!” moments. That’s 

what Nancy does for us.

Once during the Grand Prix in Monte 

Carlo, we had dinner in the magical 

town of Èze, at La Chèvre d’Or. Tiny 

restaurant, handful of romantic tables. 

One was all distinguished men in 

suits. Afterward our driver said, “What 

did you think about having dinner 

with King Gustaf of Sweden?” I had 

no idea. He wasn’t wearing a crown!

Mary Jo and Jay Gartner 

in Québec City and (inset) 

with their children in Peru.
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I want a concierge who gets you what 

you need, and there’s no staff better 

than at The St. Regis Mexico City. Even 

when we’re staying somewhere else, 

their concierges will get us tickets or 

reservations if we need them. That’s 

service above and beyond. 

Big trips, small trips, guides, trans-

portation, dinners: Nancy does it all. 

We’ve worked with her agency for 

15 years – it’s impossible to imagine 

traveling without her. She trans-

forms touring into adventures and 

adventures into memories that last a 

lifetime. And if there’s ever a change 

or a problem, we know we can call 

anytime and be cared for in the most 

hospitable way. 

I don’t travel anywhere without my 

Simplehuman makeup mirror. It’s 

foldable and unbreakable, and has a 

little light that’s even better than the 

best hotels’. 

Being Jewish, we have a ritual of 

visiting synagogues. We did an in-

depth trip with Abercrombie & Kent 

to Italy, Switzerland, and Austria 

with emphasis on Jewish history. In 

Split, Croatia, our guide invited us to 

meet her father, who was in charge 

of the synagogue.

Three pairs of shoes (running, walk-

ing, evening). Three pairs of jeans 

(blue, black, white). Three jackets 

(casual, dressy, weatherproof). 

Some silk shirts. A few wrinkleproof 

dresses. One purse for day, one for 

night. That’s basically all I need for 

ten days. 

 

I want to be at hotels where the 

answer is “Yes, of course!” I have a 

strong preference for historic hotels, 

such as the Four Seasons in Budapest 

and Lisbon’s Olissippo Lapa Palace.

WHERE NEXT? 

We’re heading to Morocco and Spain 

with Heritage Tours for a Jewish-his-

tory-focused trip. On our final night, 

we’ll experience the opera Carmen at 

Madrid’s Teatro Real. The trip wouldn’t 

be a trip otherwise.  

Cruising Venice  

and (below) opera  

in Budapest. “Afterward 
our driver said, 
‘What did you 

think about 
having dinner 

with King Gustaf 
of Sweden?’ ”

A sleek boutique property 

unlike any other on the island, 

Gansevoort Turks + Caicos boasts 

91 rooms and suites with stunning 

views of Grace Bay Beach. 

Debuting summer 2018 are six

exquisite ocean view villas, 

each featuring two private pools 

and an over the water swim 

platform with ocean access.

Travel + Leisure  |  World’s Best 

The Top 25 Resort Hotels in 

the Caribbean,  Bermuda, 

and the Bahamas

A Contemporary 

Caribbean 

Hideaway 

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO 

TRAVEL ADVISOR 

FOR RESERVATIONS.

Cruising Venice  

and (below) opera  

in Budapest.
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B 
RINGING YOUR FAMILY TO 

Venice is a guaranteed memory 

of a lifetime, and it starts the 

moment you and yours first 

glimpse the Grand Canal. 

“With such a rich history, so much 

character, and those glittering ‘streets’ 

of water, it’s a place that kids especially 

don’t forget,” says Laurel Perry, a Virtuoso 

travel advisor from Clearwater, Florida, 

who lives half the year in Italy with her 

husband and three children. 

Two to three nights are plenty, but the 

key is to have a plan. For families, here’s 

an approach that won’t leave you scream-

ing “Mamma mia!”

Stir Some Excitement

Since anticipation is half the joy of travel, 

build enthusiasm at home with stories 

and books about the magical water 

world. For younger children, pick up 

This is Venice, a classic picture book that 

introduces the major sites. Zoe Sophia’s 

Scrapbook: An Adventure in Venice 

follows a 9-year-old and her dachshund 

as they tour museums, shop for masks, 

and ride a gondola. Daughter of Venice 

is a historical novel set in 1592 for young 

adult readers. 

Kid-Friendly 

Venice
For family fun and cultural immersion, the “Floating City” 
makes a serious splash.  By David Hochman 

Fun for all (clockwise from top): 

The Grand Canal, gelato, and 

exploring via gondola.
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Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages  

with exclusive Virtuoso benefits, such as complimentary 

Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.

For some, it’s sitting down to the first five-star dinner of the trip, and being transported  

by the rich, unexpected flavors awaiting you. For others, it’s pulling into an exotic,  

remote port without another ship in sight. And for others, it’s the little things.  

Discover your moment.

ENJOY THE FINEST CUISINE AT SEA™ ABOARD OUR INTIMATE AND LUXURIOUS SHIPS.
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Seek Perspective

Venice covers six neighborhoods, or 

sestieri, though visitors typically stick 

to three or four. In the center of Piazza 

San Marco, take the elevator to the top 

of Saint Mark’s bell tower, the Campa-

nile, for a panoramic overview from the 

outdoor loggia. Dorsoduro, across the 

Accademia Bridge, is chic and entertain-

ing, and home to the Peggy Guggenheim 

Collection of art in Mrs. Guggenheim’s 

former palazzo (Dorsoduro 701). Fea-

turing colorful Calder mobiles and fan- 

tastical Dalí dreamscapes, the gallery 

is irresistible, even for short attention 

spans. Farther along the Grand Canal 

is the sixteenth-century Rialto Bridge, 

with its countless souvenir shops, pizza 

stands, and Instagram possibilities. In 

Cannaregio, stroll the narrow lanes of Il 

Ghetto, the storied Jewish precinct made 

famous by Shakespeare’s Merchant of 

Venice (hey, extra credit!).

Lose Yourself

“Getting lost happens to everyone in 

Venice, so enjoy the adventure,” says 

Perry. Keep a close eye on the little ones, 

DATE NIGHT  Nothing beats Venice after dark for romance, with moonlight rippling off the water and endless canals to stroll. Harry’s Bar (Calle 

Vallaresso 1323) is where Hitchcock and Hemingway sipped the evenings away, and it somehow still feels like a find. Afterward, there’s no 

grander place on earth to take in an opera or dance performance than the landmark Teatro La Fenice (Campo San Fantin 1965). The gilded 

ceiling alone is worthy of a standing ovation. 

but consider letting older children take the 

lead, particularly between San Marco and 

Rialto (arrows pointing to both landmarks 

are everywhere). It’s wise to snap phone 

pics to remember key turns, though it’s 

hard to get too far off track on an is-

land this compact. “Venezia is all about 

interesting sidetracks – tucked-away 

shops, hidden bridges, tiny neighborhood 

trattorias,” Perry notes. “You want kids to 

go, ‘Where the heck are we? This is fun!’ ” 

One tip: Have children “collect” sightings 

of winged lions, the ancient symbol of 

the city – they’re mounted, painted, and 

carved all over town. 

Hit the Water

Venice has 177 canals, splitting the city 

into 118 separate islands. It’s impossible 

to experience the place without hopping 

TIP

“With kids, start the 

day early. Arrive at the main 

attractions in Piazza San Marco 

by 8:30 am, when it’s still cool enough 

to function, and before the big crowds 

and cruise ships show up. By early 

afternoon, everyone will be ready for a 

gelato break; Suso Gelatoteca (Calle 

della Bissa 5453) in San Marco is 

always a family pleaser.” 

– Laurel Perry, 

Virtuoso travel advisor, 

Piedmont, California

Clockwise from top: Piazza San Marco, Venice’s feline finds include carved winged lions, 

and Alexander Calder’s Arc of Petals at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection.



OVERWATER BLISS
IN THE ISLANDS OF TAHITI

#1 VACATION COMPANY TO TAHITI WORLDWIDE

1Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for select travel 11/1 – 12/15/18, in room categories as noted.
2Age restrictions may apply.
3Virtuoso Amenities: Subject to availability. Some restrictions apply.
Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do 
not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, 
surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage 
limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-fl ight notifi cation deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline directly for any details or 
questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2018 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

MOOREA

Hilton Moorea Lagoon Reso�  & Spa
Meal Plan Available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $1749

1

Overwater Bungalow. Includes daily breakfast.

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary room upgrade, welcome bo� le

of wine2 and early/late check-in/out.3

TAHA’A

Le Taha’a Island Reso�  & Spa
Meal Plan Available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $1833

1

Taha’a Overwater Villa. Includes daily breakfast.

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary villa upgrade, 75 Euro spa services 

voucher per room, one complimentary cocktail voucher2 per person, 

chef’s sweet treats upon arrival, welcome note from the General 

Manager and early/late check-in/out.3 

BORA BORA

InterContinental Bora Bora Reso�  & Thalasso Spa 
Meal Plan Available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $2869

1

Emerald Overwater Junior Suite Villa. Includes one FREE night

and daily breakfast.

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary villa upgrade, complimentary beach 

towel with hotel logo and one complimentary 3-course dinner for two.3

The St. Regis Bora Bora Reso� 
Meal Plan Available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FROM $3357

1

Overwater Superior Villa. Includes one FREE night and daily 

breakfast.

Vi� uoso Amenities: Complimentary villa upgrade, 20% spa services 

discount and early/late check-in/out.3

To enjoy EXCLUSIVE amenities, connect with your VIRTUOSO Travel Advisor. 

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nights’ accommodation, transfers and taxes.

OVERWATER BLISS
IN THE ISLANDS OF TAHITI
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on a boat. You’ll feel like a local on the 

public water-buses known as vaporetti, 

though it’s worth noting that they can 

be hot and crowded. Private water taxis 

aren’t cheap, but they almost double 

as guided tours since most drivers will 

point out the sights. The ultimate thrill, of 

course, is a gondola ride, but buyer be-

ware, Perry advises: A popular bait-and-

switch is for a charismatic pitchman to 

lure you into the vessel, only to pass you 

off to someone less experienced, whose 

personality and language skills aren’t 

as great for kids. “It’s better to have your 

travel advisor book a gondola with a city 

tour – perhaps even a spooky ghost tour of 

‘haunted’ sites – in advance to avoid that 

common but expensive mistake,” she says. 

Get Out of Town

The nearby island of Murano is a world 

unto itself, with a thousand-year-old 

glassblowing heritage (and, at some 

shops, pressured sales spiels nearly as 

old – just walk away). The Murano Glass 

Museum (Fondamenta Marco Giustin-

ian 8) there tends to be a hit with teens. 

Venice’s classic seaside resort, the Lido, is 

a narrow, seven-mile-long barrier island 

just south of the city. Bikes are the ride of 

choice, and families love pedaling along 

the seafront promenade, or lungomare. 

Just west of Venice, off-the-tourist-path 

Villa Pisani (Via Doge Pisani 7) has what 

some consider to be the world’s most 

challenging garden maze – a trip high-

light for many families. 

KIDDING AROUND

Our picks for a memorable Venice visit.

STAY

Each of Virtuoso’s ten hotels in the 

city will make your family feel at 

home, including this worthy option:

With its own private dock off Saint 

Mark’s, Baglioni Hotel Luna is an 

oasis from the bustling city. Its views 

to San Giorgio Island and the San 

Marco Basin are among Venice’s 

most romantic, but young ones are 

also well cared for. A weekend family 

package in the Goldoni Family Suite 

(for up to two adults and two chil-

dren) includes tickets for the Natural 

History Museum and the Peggy Gug-

genheim Kids’ Experience. Available 

year-round; from $1,425 per night 

(based on a family of four). Doubles 

from $370; family rooms (based on 

a family of four) from $950. Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily for 

two and a $100 dining credit. 

EXPLORE

Abercrombie & Kent’s ten-day family 

tour of Italy, limited to 24 guests, 

spends two days in Venice to take 

in Saint Mark’s Basilica, the medieval 

Doge’s Palace, and Murano’s glass-

works. Additional highlights include 

battling Roman gladiators in mock 

combat and crafting handmade 

pasta in Bologna. Departures: June 

26, July 17, and August 7, 2018; from 

$7,995 (minimum age is 6). 

 

CRUISE

Princess Cruises’ 13-day Classic 

Italy cruise-tour commences with 

a two-night stay in Venice and a 

guided half-day walking tour of the 

city. Following additional over-

nights in Florence and Rome, board 

the Crown Princess for stops in 

Salerno, Montenegro, and Greece. 

The 3,080-passenger ship recently 

reimagined its facilities for kids and 

teens, with dance classes, competi-

tions, an onboard beach house, and 

plenty of mocktails. Guests ages 18 

to 20 are invited to Club 1820 (no 

parents, no siblings, please), where 

a secret handshake is needed to get 

in. Departures: Multiple dates, June 

3 through August 26, 2018; from 

$3,599 (third and fourth guests in the 

same stateroom from $3,449).   

Great escape: Villa Pisani’s garden maze.

Simone Cenedese’s 

Comet Glass Star 

shines on Murano.



*$2,249 fare is based on category BD on Caribbean Princess® sailing 05/01/18 on  on a space-available basis at time of booking. Fares for other dates may vary. Fares apply to minimum lead-in categories on a space-available basis at time of 

booking.  Fares for other categories or sail dates may vary. Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth 

passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, 

Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. Please refer to princess.com for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Offer may combine 

with other offers such as group onboard credits, limited time offers and Military benefits. Up to $50 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only,  is not redeemable for cash, 

cannot be used for the casino and expires at the end of that voyage. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void where prohibited by law. ©2018 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor Today

The sun-kissed shores of the Caribbean are calling, and it’s time you 

indulge in this carefree tropical playground. Discover the timeless 

treasures of fascinating Mayan history, or relax on a gorgeous beach 

surrounded by crystal clear waters. How you come back new® is up to you.

unwind , 
i s land  s ty le

Plus, receive up to $50 onboard spending money!

eastern caribbean voyager 

$2,249*

10 days  |  Caribbean Princess®  |  Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale  |   5/1/18

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses up to $130 are additional.
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High Adventure

I 
T USED TO BE THAT TRAVELERS 

planning upscale ski vacations prized 

slopeside location and easy access to 

trails and lifts above all else. But the 

ski industry hasn’t escaped the current 

global luxury-hotel boom, and rivalry 

among properties, along with the trend 

toward experiential travel, has forced the 

best to up their ante. Now it’s special or 

exclusive touches that make a stay at one 

premier ski hotel more memorable than 

its neighbor next door. 

“There’s been such an influx in luxury 

ski resorts that, in order to stay compet-

itive, they truly have to go above and 

beyond the traditional selling point of  

‘ski-in/ski-out’ to differentiate them-

selves,” notes Vickie Love Greenlee, an 

avid skier and Virtuoso travel agency 

owner based in Ridgeland, Mississippi. 

Greenlee cites examples ranging from 

private skiing with Olympians to caviar 

tastings and stargazing sessions as the 

type of extras that are now available. 

Here, five hotel picks for this season or 

the next with signature experiences as 

fresh and fun as the powder.  

Whistler for All

Four Seasons Resort and Residences  

Whistler | British Columbia, Canada

“Travelers today are looking for more 

than just skiing, and that’s the top reason 

I’m sending people to Four Seasons 

Whistler this winter,” says Shawna Huff-

man Owen, a Virtuoso advisor from 

Chicago. The 273-room resort offers a 

delightful way to bask in the beauty of 

BC’s Coast Mountain Range beyond the 

chairlift. Its Glacier Romance Experience 

drops couples off via helicopter atop 

an ice field, where they spend the day 

snowmobiling, playing “glacier golf,” and 

sipping cocktails handcrafted by a Four 

Seasons mixologist – chilled with glacier 

ice that’s more than 12,000 years old. 

The resort’s Ultimate Whistler Residen-

tial Package is ideal for family vacations 

or trips with large groups. Highlights 

include private luxury transfers and a 

choice of a private, customized ski expe-

rience with an Olympian (for up to four 

guests) or a three-course, in-residence 

dining experience with a renowned chef 

(for up to six guests). 

STAY: Doubles from $325 (from $256 in 

summer); contact your Virtuoso advisor 

Off-Piste
Today’s top ski resorts tempt travelers with exclusive experiences that go way beyond ski-in/ski-out.  

By Larry Olmsted

Peak experience: Chilling out atop 

an ice field with Four Seasons 

Resort and Residences Whistler. 

Peak experience: Chilling out atop 

an ice field with Four Seasons 

Resort and Residences Whistler. 



†Pricing is per person, based on double occupancy, land/cruise only and is subject to change.

NEW! 2018 ACTIVE  
DISCOVERY RIVER CRUISES ON  

THE RHINE & THE DANUBE
Avalon Active Discovery is an exciting type of cruise that 

introduces you to the people and places of Europe in the 

most active, engaged, and fun ways imaginable. Hike, cook, 

paddle, and experience the Old World in a whole new way!

Active Discovery on the Rhine
8 Days  |  Frankfurt to Amsterdam

From $3,399†

Active Discovery on the Danube
9 Days  |  Linz to Budapest (and reverse)

From $3,439†

BIKE, HIKE, COOK, CANOE, PAINT, LEARN,  
AND ENGAGE YOUR WAY THROUGH EUROPE.

To book your Avalon Waterways river cruise, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.
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High Adventure

for pricing and availability of experiences 

and packages. Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

Olympic Dreams

Waldorf Astoria Park City | Utah

With its own gondola at the base of 

Park City, the 175-room Waldorf Astoria 

Park City provides access to the nation’s 

largest ski resort. (Bonus: More world-

class skiing at Deer Valley is just minutes 

away.) But for those who want to up their 

game – and who’ve wondered what it’s 

like to actually be in the Games – the ho-

tel’s Taste of the Winter Games packages 

take advantage of its proximity to facilities 

from the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympics, 

letting you ski or bobsled at the source. 

Even better: Your guides are former 

Olympians. Freestyle skier (and Park 

City native) Nate Roberts, winner of ten 

World Cups, who competed in the 2010 

Vancouver Games, shows you around the 

mountain where he grew up skiing and 

shares stories and tips. If you’d prefer 

to bobsled, teammates Valerie Fleming 

or Shauna Rohbock, who won the silver 

in Torino, whisk you on a private ride 

through the 15 turns of the nearly mile-

long course at Utah Olympic Park, hitting 

speeds up to 80 mph. 

STAY: Doubles from $699 (from $299 in 

summer); contact your Virtuoso advisor 

for pricing and availability of experi-

ences and packages. Virtuoso travelers 

receive $60 toward breakfast daily and 

a $100 spa credit.

GEAR UP

Stay cozy on and off the slopes.

 LESS IS MORE

A superlight, warm, and packable 

midlayer, Patagonia’s new feath-

erweight Micro Puff Hoody uses 

PlumaFill insulation and has won 

over the entire outdoor industry, 

including Outside Magazine, which 

gave it a 2018 Gear of the Year 

award. $299, patagonia.com.

 HOT HANDS

Cold fi ngers have long been the 

bane of skiers and snowboarders, 

but Chaval changed all that – the 

company makes nothing but state-

of-the-art heated gloves, such as 

the new SuperNova, which will keep 

hands toasty even in subzero tem-

peratures. $440, chavalusa.com.

 WOOL FOR ANY WEATHER

Colorado’s Voormi is a science-driven 

wool specialist that has reengineered 

merino fi bers to be waterproof, wind-

proof, and durable, resulting in its 

Core Construction line of single-layer 

jackets that outperform synthetic 

shells. From $399, voormi.com. 

 APRÈS-SKI STYLE

After a day on the slopes, slip out of 

your ski soles and into a pair of cozy-

chic Vera Suede shearling boots

from Cougar. $240, cougarshoes.com.

 TOUCH BASE

Your base layer is the most impor-

tant clothing decision of the day, 

and Norway’s Helly Hansen – which 

invented wicking underwear – now 

seamlessly marries a Lifa wicking 

layer to 100 percent merino wool in 

its comfy, insulating HH Lifa Merino

line. From $40, hellyhansen.com.

Go for the gold: Bobsled-

ding in Utah Olympic Park.

Go for the gold: Bobsled-

ding in Utah Olympic Park.



 YEAH, WE’RE 

 JUST ANOTHER

 CRUISE LINE.

 THE WAY GOATS IN TREES

 ARE JUST ANOTHER 

 TOURIST ATTRACTION.

Sailing on an elegant ship into a hidden harbor. Immersing yourself

in a local, exotic culture. Bringing back memories that stay with 

you forever. We can take you places bigger ships can’t.

Contact your local Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
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Winter Wonderland

Carlton Hotel St. Moritz | Switzerland

While even the best ski hotels might have 

just one or two special offerings, this classic 

60-room property in the Upper Engadine 

boasts a slate of them. “The Carlton truly 

knows how to do VIP activities,” says 

Greenlee. She recommends the hotel’s 

luxury package with private lounge and 

betting-window access for the legendary 

White Turf horse races on Saint Moritz’s 

frozen lake (February 4, 11, and 18), 

snowkiting lessons on Lake Silvaplana, 

group and private  courses with nature 

photographer Roland Hemmi, a caviar 

tasting, and a train trip from Saint Moritz  

to Zermatt on the Glacier Express. 

For its Day on the Slopes with a Pro 

package, the Carlton (open annually from 

December to late March or early April) 

has partnered with five-time Swiss cham-

pion Dani Mahrer and 13-time Ski World 

Championships medalist Marc Girardelli 

to offer what Greenlee calls “a dream 

come true for ski fans: the unique op-

portunity to spend an entire day with a 

real professional, getting to know him in 

person and as your pro on the slopes.”

STAY: Doubles from $720; contact your 

Virtuoso advisor for pricing and availabil-

ity of experiences and packages. Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 

spa credit.

Family Fun 

Four Seasons Resort and Residences  

Jackson Hole | Wyoming

As if its setting in one of the world’s best 

ski-in/out areas were not enough, Four 

Seasons has steadily rolled out exclu-

sive extras over the years, including 

family-friendly activities such as a private 

winter stargazing excursion in Grand 

Teton National Park with desserts and 

hot beverages; an expert guide leads the 

viewing through two Schmidt-Cassegrain 

telescopes. (By day, the hotel offers pri-

vate naturalist-led wildlife safaris.) Kids 

can explore the hands-on exhibits at the 

Jackson Hole Children’s Museum, or the 

nearby Kids’ Ranch will pick them up for 

ski and snowboard lessons.

Freed to hit the slopes, parents will 

appreciate the 158-room hotel’s new-

this-season Winter Bowls experience, an 

exclusive partnership with the ski resort 

that lets Four Seasons’ guests choose first 

tram or first gondola and then privately 

explore Jackson Hole’s eight bowls with 

pro guides (former Olympians, action-film 

stars, and extreme champions) – plus they 

get front-of-the-line access all day. 

STAY: Contact your Virtuoso advisor for 

nightly pricing, along with pricing and 

availability of experiences and packages. 

Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast daily 

and a Western welcome amenity (a selec-

tion of artisanal cheeses, a bottle of wine, 

and more). 

From left: Swiss bliss at the Carlton Hotel St. Moritz and a winter safari at Grand Teton National Park with Four Seasons 

Resort and Residences Jackson Hole. Opposite: Time for a rest at Rifugio Città di Fiume.
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Fine-Dining in the Dolomites

Hotel & Spa Rosa Alpina | 

San Cassiano, Italy

A UNESCO World Heritage site, the 

Dolomites comprise one of the largest 

interconnected ski areas on earth. But as 

good as the powder is, Italy wouldn’t be 

Italy without its famed food, even at 7,000 

feet. The area’s legendary, family-owned 

52-room Rosa Alpina hotel is home to 

Restaurant St. Hubertus, which garnered 

a third Michelin star this year. If you can’t 

get a reservation at one of its 11 tables, try 

dinner at one of the Dolomites’ rifugios, 

classic Italian mountain inns famous for 

their hospitality, excellent cuisine, and 

rustic elegance. 

For the adventurous, Alpina can arrange 

a multiday, privately guided ski tour with 

one or more nights in a rifugio, bookended 

by stays at the hotel. “The hut-to-hut skiing 

available in the Dolomites is unique,” says 

Atlanta-based Virtuoso advisor Laura Ma-

drid, who made the trip last winter. “The 

tours take you from village to village and 

through national parks,” she notes. “You’ll 

have a cappuccino in one village, a bom-

bardino [a hot cocktail of brandy and egg 

liqueur] in the next, and a Michelin-starred 

lunch in another – just a typical day!” 

STAY: Doubles from $730 (from $553 in 

summer); contact your Virtuoso advisor 

for pricing and availability of experiences 

and packages. Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily, a 15-minute back and 

neck massage, and a gourmet aperitif 

experience.  

Find the laid-back luxe you crave at The Palms Turks & Caicos. An intimate 

escape with 72 exquisite suites, The Palms spans 12 acres upon the flawless 

white sands of Grace Bay Beach, ranked one of the best beaches in the world. 

Indulge in exclusive experiences, such as moonbathing - a nighttime event 

where guests receive mini spa treatments, after-dinner cocktails, and snacks on 

the beach under the stars. Coupled with refined restaurants  and a world-class 

spa, The Palms Turks & Caicos welcomes you to delight in ultimate pampering.

4 NIGHTS FROM

$1119*

Stay at 5-star The Palms Turks & Caicos and

 receive the 4th night free and breakfast daily.

The Cool Side of Classic

Contact your VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
*Conditions apply: Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Contact GOGO Worldwide 

Vacations for further details. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations. 

Land packages do not include meals unless otherwise indicated. Savings reflect land prices only 

and vary by resort and travel dates. Resort credits are not redeemable for cash. Availability is 

limited. Rates and/or package prices are subject to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, 

and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the full price paid depending on the package 

and when it is cancelled. Government imposed hotel and resort taxes and fees may not be re-

flected in the advertised price and may be payable directly 

to the hotel and resort. Other restrictions may apply and 

vary by resort. Valid for travel thru 12/19/18. GOGO 

Worldwide Vacations does not assume responsibility for any

 errors or omissions in the content of the offers displayed. 

CST#2088177                               GG#1561 SS 11/17



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R52

To a fine point: Gros Piton peak 

backs the palm-fringed beaches  

of Soufrière, Saint Lucia.
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This winter’s bone-chilling temperatures have many 

eager to escape to the tropics. For Virtuoso travel advisor Linda 

Allen, the go-to destination is still the Caribbean, where “the 

allure of the area’s warm waters, beautiful beaches, and gentle 

people continues to entice those seeking relief from the cold.” 

It’s welcome news, of course, considering that only a few 

months ago a string of record-shattering hurricanes made 

landfall in the area. While many islands suff ered widespread 

devastation, the Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association reports 

that nearly three-quarters of the diverse region – which spans 

more than a million square miles – was completely unaff ected, 

and many destinations that sustained mild damage were back to 

business soon thereafter.

More than 40 of the 70 Caribbean hotels and resorts in the Vir-

tuoso portfolio are once again welcoming guests, and even more 

are planning to reopen later this year. Many popular cruise ports 

are fully operational as well. Allen, who’s based in Harrison, Ar-

kansas, notes that none of her clients who had planned Caribbean 

vacations over the recent holidays canceled due to storm concerns, 

and upon returning home, all relayed positive experiences. Best of 

all, she adds, traveling to the Caribbean is an important way to sup-

port ongoing relief eff orts. Here, an update on select islands – some 

unscathed, and some damaged but undeterred.

After a challenging 2017, 

the region looks forward to 

recovery and rebirth.

BY SUSAN HANSON

CarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraaCarrrrraa
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Of those Caribbean destinations that 

recovered quickly and didn’t sustain lasting 

damage to their major tourist areas, New York 

City-based Virtuoso advisor Judy Stein raves 

about Turks and Caicos. 

“Th e archipelago appeals to many travelers 

looking to escape the winter doldrums,” says 

Stein. “It has magnifi cent beaches, an array 

of luxurious hotels [all six Virtuoso-affi  liated 

properties on the isle of Providenciales are 

open], and a low-key vibe for those seeking 

quiet and privacy – yet it still off ers a plethora 

of restaurants and plenty of action for those 

who want to party.” With numerous nonstop 

fl ights from the U.S. East Coast, sunseekers 

can quickly be basking on famous Grace Bay 

Beach and dining at off -the-beaten-path 

Bugaloos Conch Crawl: “Th e restaurant is 

located right on the beach and serves conch 

in every way imaginable,” says Stein.

Be There: Coconut-marinated conch 

ceviche is among the popular menu items at 

Th e Palms’ signature Parallel23 restaurant; 

a variety of residential-style accommoda-

tions, steps from Grace Bay Beach, make the 

72-room hotel a top spot for families. Doubles 

from $850; Virtuoso travelers receive break-

fast daily and a $100 resort credit. • New 

private oceanfront villas and fresh Peruvian-

Japanese fusion cuisine now greet guests at 

the 148-room Shore Club, the fi rst and only 

hotel on Providenciales’ secluded Long Bay 

Beach. Doubles from $925; Virtuoso travel-

ers receive breakfast daily and a $100 resort 

credit. • Holland America Line’s 1,350-pas-

senger Veendam calls in Grand Turk during 

a seven-day eastern Caribbean voyage this 

spring. Departure: April 11, 2018; from $599. 

Th e line is supporting regional relief eff orts 

by doubling donations made through its 

charitable foundation.
Things are going swimmingly at Long Bay Beach's Shore Club.

Turrr r raaaar

Proceeds from the 2017 Caribbean Food and Wine Festival benefi ted Turks and Caicos’ damaged educational institutions. 

The region’s premier culinary event, hosted by the Grace Bay Club resort on Providenciales, will serve up more good works 

and good eats over three days this November. (
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Fortunate to be out of the storms’ 

paths, Jamaica welcomed a number of 

cruises that were diverted to its ports, 

which remained open throughout the 

hurricane season. (In fact, a record num-

ber of cruise passengers came ashore in 

2017, to scale the 180-foot-high Dunn’s 

River Falls and go bobsledding à la Cool 

Runnings at Mystic Mountain, among 

other activities.) Th e same is true for the 

country’s airports and hotels, including 

all fi ve in the Virtuoso network. Birming-

ham, Alabama-based Virtuoso advisor 

Margie Hand received only positive feed-

back from clients who recently visited: 

“Th e couple spent a week in Ocho Rios 

and said everything was great.”

Donnie Dawson, Jamaica Tourist 

Board’s acting director of tourism, 

confi rms that all the island’s major 

events this year – including Reggae 

Sumfest, July 15 to 21 – will proceed 

as scheduled. Traveling to unaff ected 

countries such as Jamaica, Dawson 

adds, will help “get the word out that the 

great majority of the Caribbean is open 

for business and remains a wonderful 

destination to visit.”

Be There: Turning 60 this year, the 

52-room Jamaica Inn plans to celebrate 

with a series of parties and special 

events. Th ree new private Beach Bun-

galows share a tranquil cove with the 

hotel’s spa, which just added a saltwater 

sea bath to its organic off erings. Doubles 

from $339; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a boat ride for two 

to Dunn’s River Falls. • Donations from 

guests at the 49-room GoldenEye resort 

help tree planting and other sustainable 

development eff orts in the local town 

of Oracabessa. Complimentary glass-

bottomed boat excursions reveal some 

of the 400-plus fi sh species found just 

off shore. Doubles from $425; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit. • Falmouth and Ocho 

Rios are featured on a variety of voyages 

from Norwegian Cruise Line, which is 

working toward its goal of raising $2.5 

million to help reconstruct schools and 

critical infrastructure throughout the Ca-

ribbean. One cruise to consider: the six-

day western Caribbean voyage aboard 

the 4,200-passenger Norwegian Escape. 

Departure: April 14, 2018; from $749. 

From left: In the flow at Dunn's River Falls and beachside refreshments at Jamaica Inn.

JamaaaaJamaaaa



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R56

(
B

A
V

A
R

O
 B

E
A

C
H

)
 W

A
L
T

E
R

 B
IB

IK
O

W
/
E

S
T

O
C

K
 P

H
O

T
O

, 
(
W

H
A

L
E

)
 W

A
T

E
R

F
R

A
M

E
/A

L
A

M
Y

Magaly Toribio, a representative for 

the Dominican Republic’s Ministry of 

Tourism, notes that, despite some dam-

age, the hurricanes had no major impact 

on the country’s tourist destinations. All 

its cruise ports – including the new $85 

million facility in Puerto Plata – were 

operating normally within days, and Vir-

tuoso’s fi ve hotels there are all open.

Indeed, tourism in the country is trend-

ing this season, with an increasing number 

of travelers visiting, although the island still 

remains relatively unexplored. Beneath 

its azure waters lies a diver’s oasis, and 

Toribio says the best way to explore the 

capital of Santo Domingo, home to a bur-

geoning gastronomy scene, is “with a fork 

and knife.” Los Haitises National Park, 

accessible only by boat yet close to North 

Coast resorts, is one of the best spots in the 

world to see humpback whales during the 

spring. Located within the exclusive Cap 

Cana community, trendy Juanillo Beach 

(featured on our cover) is the hot spot to 

see and be seen.

Be There: Puntacana Resort & Club hosts 

the DR’s fi rst-ever PGA Tour event, from 

March 19 to 25. Recent renovations at the 

resort’s Oscar de la Renta-designed, 30-

room Tortuga Bay added a new bar, wine 

cellar, and kitchen in Bamboo Restaurant. 

Doubles from $795; Virtuoso travelers 

receive breakfast daily and one 30-minute 

massage. • Th is summer, a Michelin-

starred chef pairs up with golf fans for Eden 

Roc at Cap Cana’s Golf & Gastronomy 

Weekend on the Caribbean’s top-ranked 

course. New beachfront suites are perfect 

for families with kids attending the 86-room 

resort’s Barcelona Football Camp in July 

and August. Doubles from $750; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a $100 

dining credit. • Samaná is a featured stop 

on Oceania Cruises’ ten-day southern 

Caribbean voyage aboard the 684-passen-

ger Regatta. Departure: April 26, 2018; from 

$1,299. Th e line partnered with All Hands 

Volunteers, matching up to $1.25 million in 

guest donations for the region.

mpublmm 

Clockwise from top: Punta Cana's Bavaro Beach, a swinging affair at Eden Roc at Cap 

Cana, and a humpback whale in Los Haitises National Park.

Dommmmmmm mmpublmm 



In a world of great escapes, The Florida Keys & Key West 

stand alone. With hundreds of miles of warm, clear water, 

endless watersports, world-class fishing and diving and a 

thriving cultural scene, you’re free to run off and explore. 

Then again, with luxury accommodations and f ine  

island cuisine, don’t venture too far. 

fla-keys.com  1.800.fla.keys

Leave your phone and answer  
the call of the wild.
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Situated well to the south of the 

paths of both Irma and Maria, Saint Lucia 

made it through the 2017 hurricane season 

intact, and the island’s fi ve Virtuoso-affi  li-

ated hotels remain open. Virtuoso advisor 

Margie Hand has been booking clients on 

the island with confi dence: “I had a couple 

visit over Th anksgiving. Th ey went sailing 

and snorkeling, took a volcano tour, and 

hiked out to a waterfall – all was perfect.”

Good thing, because Saint Lucia boasts 

some of the most dramatic scenery in 

the region, from the iconic twin Piton 

Mountains to orchid-fi lled tropical gar-

dens. Visitors can trek rain-forest trails, 

visit bubbling Sulphur Springs before 

soaking in nearby mud pools, and climb 

up to the eighteenth-century fort ruins 

on Pigeon Island for 360-degree views. 

On Friday nights, foodies fl ock to the 

fi shing village of Anse la Raye for just-

caught shrimp and samba dancing at its 

weekly fi sh fry.

Be There: Indigenous spa treatments by 

a cascading stream, a selection of seaside 

restaurants, and fresh active pursuits (think 

riding a bike/catamaran hybrid on the 

ocean) bring guests back to the 96-room 

Sugar Beach. Two just-opened homes 

with infi nity edge pools in the resort’s sexy 

Beachfront Collection are also making a 

big splash. Doubles from $435; Virtuoso 

travelers receive breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit. • Couples can soak in 

private plunge pools at the eco-luxe 32-

room Ladera, where missing fourth walls 

open the resort’s suites to hummingbirds 

and heavenly Piton views. Doubles from 

$720; Virtuoso travelers receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 resort credit. • Silversea 

entices travelers back to the region with 

complimentary shore excursions on select 

2018 Caribbean voyages. Get a hands-on 

lesson in Saint Lucian cuisine when the 

296-passenger Silver Wind calls in Castries 

during a weeklong voyage. Departure: 

March 23, 2018; from $2,800. 

From left: Happy trails on Pigeon Island and seaside lounging at Sugar Beach.

Sain  

  Virtuoso is a proud member of Tourism Cares, which is accepting donations to support Caribbean recovery efforts. 

  Visit tourismcares.org to learn more.



live life luxuriously

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included —

from flights to excursions and from gourmet dining to WiFi throughout the ship. Allow us to take care of every

detail as you sail aboard our luxuriously appointed, perfectly-sized ships to more than 450 destinations in the  

company of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Terms & Conditions.

Virtuoso Voyages Benefits on a wide array of voyages:

ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE
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Clockwise from top: Contemplating Elbow Cay, the Caribbean Princess off 

Princess Cays, and The Cove's new poolscape, designed by Lulu DK.

 Bahamaa While a scattering of the Bahamas’ 

700 islands sustained some damage, the 

nation was spared the worst of 2017’s 

storms. Tourism resumed quickly both in 

the capital of Nassau (New Providence 

Island) and on Paradise Island; the Ba-

hamas Ministry of Tourism reports that 

the commonwealth’s airports and hotels 

(including the seven in Virtuoso’s network) 

are open, as are most marinas.

Th e ports at Nassau and Freeport have been 

operating smoothly, with ship passengers 

heading out to kayak around Balmoral Island 

and taste handcrafted rums at John Watling’s 

Distillery in downtown Nassau. Also welcome 

news for cruisers: Private islands – including 

Great Stirrup Cay (Norwegian Cruise Line) 

and Half Moon Cay (Holland America Line), 

along with Princess Cays, Princess Cruises’ 

private port on Eleuthera – are once again 

throwing barbecue beach parties.

Be There: Th e Cove rang in the new year 

with a revitalized pool deck and 20 pri-

vate cabanas from renowned artist and 

textile designer Lulu DK, along with the 

fi rst outpost of the popular Harbour Island 

restaurant Sip Sip. Look for the new Fish res-

taurant from chef José Andrés to open at the 

600-room resort this spring. Contact your 

Virtuoso advisor for pricing; Virtuoso travel-

ers receive breakfast daily and a $100 dining 

credit. • Four Seasons recently took the sto-

ried Ocean Club under its ultra-luxe wing; 

expect Balinese-inspired spa treatments and 

French-Asian cuisine from Jean-Georges 

Vongerichten at the 107-room resort. Dou-

bles from $1,260; Virtuoso travelers receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit. • 
Along with fi nancial support for Caribbean 

recovery eff orts, Princess Cruises is helping 

boost tourism by adding eight new summer 

voyages sailing round-trip from Fort Lauder-

dale. A seven-day eastern Caribbean cruise 

aboard the 3,140-passenger Caribbean 

Princess visits Princess Cays, Saint Th omas 

in the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Sint-Maarten. 

Departures: Multiple dates, May 26 through 

September 1, 2018; from $699. 

Rebuilding has commenced on Necker Island, Sir Richard Branson’s private island retreat in the British Virgin Islands, with 

a newly restored Great House set to open in October 2018; additional accommodations will be ready for the 2019 season. 
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RESILIENT ISLES

As these Caribbean hot spots rebuild, tourism is key.

SAINT BART’S REBOUNDS 

No doubt, Irma took a toll on Saint Bart’s. 

While the cruise port in Gustavia is now 

operating, the island’s six Virtuoso hotels 

and resorts aren’t planning to reopen until 

later this year. Yet travel advisor Judy Stein 

says the island still has plenty to offer; many 

beach clubs, shops, and restaurants are 

open, as are a variety of villas with Virtuoso 

partners, such as Villas of Distinction and 

Onefinestay. (A yacht charter is another 

option.) Stein suggests that travelers could 

consider this a chance to experience “a 

more low-key Saint Bart’s, reminiscent of 

how it was years ago, before it was built up 

like it is today.” 

KEY WEST WEATHERS THE STORM

Despite sustaining serious damage, Florida’s 

Key West opened its cruise port just two 

weeks after Irma rolled through; Royal 

Caribbean has made regular calls there all 

season. Both Virtuoso hotels on the island – 

Sunset Key Cottages and Casa Marina – are 

open, as are most businesses and attrac-

tions. Andy Newman from the Florida Keys 

Tourism Council reminds travelers that half 

the Keys’ labor force is dedicated to tour-

ism, so a visit “not only promises a quality 

experience and escape from the cold, but 

also helps ensure jobs.”

PUERTO RICO PICKS UP THE PIECES 

Post-hurricane images from Puerto 

Rico have been both heartbreaking and 

heartwarming, as countless volunteers 

have stepped up to provide vitally needed 

humanitarian aid. Virtuoso advisor Linda 

Allen worked with Royal Caribbean, which 

deployed ships carrying medical personnel 

and supplies. Allen was impressed by the 

cruise line’s emergency-response team: “It 

was evident that they were well prepared 

for such a major event.” A number of ships 

have returned to San Juan, and two of Vir-

tuoso’s five hotels on the island – Condado 

Vanderbilt Hotel and Hotel El Convento – 

had reopened as of this publication. Those 

looking to help the Puerto Rico recovery 

effort can donate to Heart to Heart Interna-

tional: hearttoheart.org. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS: A LOOK AHEAD   

In the wake of Hurricane Irma, Norwegian 

Cruise Line deployed its Norwegian Sky to 

deliver supplies to Saint Thomas, along with 

the Norwegian Escape to provide emer-

gency housing for nearly 4,000 displaced 

travelers. The cruise line is just one of many 

private-sector partners joining forces with 

the USVI in its ongoing recovery and resto-

ration efforts. Department of Tourism com-

missioner Beverly Nicholson-Doty says that, 

while nearly three-quarters of the territory’s 

accommodations were impacted, many 

businesses, beaches, and attractions are re-

opening every day. Virtuoso’s two hotels in 

the USVI are slated to reopen in early 2019. 

With visitors once again arriving by ship and 

air, “we’re getting back on track,” she adds. 

CUBA CARRIES ON

Cuba took a direct hit from Irma, resulting in 

serious flooding and damage to both the is-

land’s power grid and economy. Tourism will 

play a vital role in recovery efforts, and Ha-

vana was quick to repair its famous Malecón 

and other attractions. The city’s airport is 

open, as is its port and those in Cienfuegos 

and Santiago de Cuba. Regent Seven Seas 

Cruises is doing its part by adding Cuba 

calls to six of its 2018/19 itineraries; free, 

unlimited shore excursions allow guests to 

meet the country’s resilient locals firsthand. 

The cruise line has also set a goal of raising 

at least $2.5 million for hurricane relief.  

Al aska Your Way!

C a l l  y o u r  
Vi r t u o s o  Tr a v e l  Ad v i s o r 
t o d a y  a n d  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g 

y o u  d r e a m  v a c at i o n ! 

ALASKA! The destination is too 

grand not to explore on your own 

terms.  Your Virtuoso travel advisor 

and Knightly Tours know there is no 

“one” way to explore Alaska, just your 

way! That is why we offer over 60 ideas 

on how to vacation in the great land.

  If you have your own ideas of your 

vacation, Knightly Tours and 

your Virtuoso travel advisor will 

customize your vacation so you get the 

most value for your vacation time and 

money.

 Whether you are visiting for the first 

time or planning to visit again our 

dynamic team will ensure you see it 

all.  From cruising the Inside Passage 

to travelling north of the Arctic Circle, 

from Nome to the Wrangell St. Elias 

National Park there are as many 

options for your vacation as you have 

ideas.  

 Virtuoso and Knightly Tours 
have been customizing great 
vacations to Alaska and the Canada 
Rockies for over 40 years.  Put this 
experience to work for you crafting 
the best vacation for your time and 
money.  

Let Virtuoso and
 Knightly Tours guide you!
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CRUISING. PERHAPS YOU LONG AGO 
slammed this particular porthole 

shut, with vague ideas about buf-

fets, crowds, and tired cabaret 

shows. But lately you’ve been hear-

ing friends rave about their recent 

cruises, and you’re getting curious. 

Whether you’re interested in gla-

cier trekking or pool lounging, ex-

ploring secluded islands or city 

streets, spending days on vineyard 

tours or in spas – if you can name 

it, there’s a ship for it. And the best 

parts of cruising remain the same, 

regardless of sailing style or destina-

tion: You only need to unpack once, 

and the views are ever-changing. 

Not quite convinced? The follow-

ing questions will help you deter-

mine whether you should set sail. 

(The answer is yes.)

A floating hotel has something for everyone. Don’t believe it? 
Just consider these ten questions.

BY JESSICA MUELLER

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER ?

Not your average excursion:  

Paul Gauguin guests can stand-

up paddleboard straight from 

the ship’s water-sports marina.
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1

ARE YOU A FOODIE?

• VINE TIME 
Wine lovers will savor  

Uniworld’s eight-day 

Bordeaux vineyard cruise 

aboard the 130-passenger 

River Royale, with cellar 

tastings in Saint-Émilion, 

a Sauternes-paired lunch, 

visits to farmers’ markets in 

Libourne, and bicycle rides 

through the back streets  

of Bordeaux. 

• FESTIVAL OF FLAVORS
Crystal Cruises’ annual 

Food & Wine Festival sail-

ings feature guest chefs 

TIP:  A cruise can be the centerpiece of your vacation or a link in the chain. Your Virtuoso advisor can arrange pre- 
and post-cruise city stays, transport, tours, and more, making your sailing just one part of a grand adventure.

Top chefs have expanded their empires to include the world’s 
waterways, and new ingredients await discovery in each port. 

Here’s a taste of what’s on board.

and sommeliers, cooking 

classes, and more. A round-

trip Los Angeles journey 

aboard the 980-passenger 

Crystal Serenity takes in  

the flavors of Mexico with 

stops in La Paz, Ensenada, 

and Mazatlán.

• HOPS & MALTS
UnCruise Adventures’ eight-

day beer-themed sailings on 

the 76-passenger Wilderness 

Discoverer highlight micro-

brews of the Pacific North-

west under the tutelage of 

onboard guest brewers. 

• TAKE A SABBATICAL
Spend nearly five months aboard 

Silversea’s 382-passenger Sil-

ver Whisper. In 2019, the line’s 

132-day world cruise takes in 

31 countries and 52 ports. From 

snorkeling on Moorea to sampling 

wonton soup in Hong Kong and 

strolling San Sebastián, Spain’s 

historic Old Town, this is one trip 

that truly earns the moniker “voy-

age.” (Have less time? Select one 

of its roughly two-week routes 

that’s right for you.)

• SERENITY NOW
Also for 2019, Crystal Cruises’ 

85-day journey on the 980- 

passenger Crystal Serenity will 

visit more than 15 countries. 

Explore the natural wonders of 

Australia and Africa, isles of the 

South Pacific, and top cities such 

as Sydney and Barcelona. 

2 

DO YOU WANT 
TO SEE IT ALL?
Sailings that encompass vast 

regions and whole seasons can write 
your life’s next chapter.

 A winetasting aboard Uniworld’s River Royale.

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER?
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passenger Crystal Serenity will 



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R64

3

• FLOATING SAFARI
Game-spot from the comfort 

of your stateroom during 

four days with AmaWater-

ways aboard the 28-passen-

ger Zambezi Queen, as you 

navigate Botswana’s Chobe 

National Park. 

• ARCTIC MELODIES 

Norway-based Hurtigruten 

takes you deeper into the 

country’s famed fjords on

11- and 12-day cruises cele- 

brating local history and 

music, with performances 

in venues ranging from Ber-

gen’s Edvard Grieg Museum 

4

ARE YOU  
A NIGHT OWL?

• DECK PARTY
Azamara Club Cruises throws  

a White Night Party on its  

sailings, transforming outdoor 

decks into glamorous dancing 

and dining venues. 

• NEIGHBORHOOD-HOPPING
While some ships can be called 

floating hotels, others are more 

like floating cities, and none more 

so than the world’s largest: Royal 

Caribbean International’s Har-

mony of the Seas. The 6,687-pas-

senger behemoth is divided into 

seven distinct neighborhoods; 

visit its 12 bars, hit the casino, and 

check out a multitude of musicals, 

ice shows, and comedy clubs – or 

grab a bench in the Central Park 

district for people-watching. 

Set sail to ports at the edges of civilization, 
and cruise rivers deep within Land Rover country.

Stay up late for chic theme parties, 
people-watching, and fun shows.

DO YOU PREFER TO VENTURE 
OFF THE BEATEN PATH? 

Troldhaugen to a former 

fish-oil tank-turned-concert 

hall in Vesteralen.

• PENGUINS & COWBOYS
Australis sails exclusively  

within Patagonia, navigating  

its two 210-passenger 

expedition ships to the 

region’s little-seen gems. 

Beyond the Strait of Magel-

lan, the tragically named 

Useless Bay is anything but 

to its resident king pen-

guins; in the heart of Tierra 

del Fuego, visitors tuck into 

a gaucho-style asado feast 

at a working estancia.

Zambezi Queen’s stylish 

lounge will have you seeing 

stripes and spots.

From top: In the groove at 

Azamara’s White Night Party and  

Harmony of the Seas shines on.

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER?



Destination focused.

Award-winning small ships.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The Thinking Person’s Cruise.®

S A I L  T H E  WOR L D ’ S  GR E AT  R I V E R S .

                Only with Viking

Ask about Viking’s 2018 Special Savings.

For details, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Grand European Tour 

Amsterdam to Budapest; 15 Days

Rhine Getaway 

Amsterdam to Basel; 8 Days

Romantic Danube 

Nuremberg to Budapest; 8 Days

CST: #2052644-40
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• SCIENCE-MINDED
Join wildlife icon Jean-

Michel Cousteau aboard an 

Aqua Expeditions vessel on 

the Amazon and Mekong 

rivers. Take guided kayak 

tours along quiet jungle 

routes to talk conserva-

tion and ecosystems, and 

enjoy relaxed onboard chats 

about Cousteau’s top photo 

and videography tips.

• DEEP DIVES
Get up close to the sea life of 

the Galápagos with Lindblad 

Expeditions, whose trips 

include near-daily snorkeling 

excursions that reveal schools 

of fish, sea lions, and green 

sea turtles. Advanced scuba 

divers can sign up for one of 

the new deep-sea excursions 

on the 96-passenger National 

Geographic Endeavour II.

These natural encounters let you heed the call of the wild.

6

DO YOU LIKE THE  
GREAT OUTDOORS?

• SUITE RETREAT
Highlights of The Haven, a seclud-

ed enclave at the top of select Nor-

wegian Cruise Line ships, include 

family-friendly suites; an exclusive 

restaurant, lounge, sundeck, and 

pool; and concierge services. The 

three-bedroom Garden Villa (4,891

square feet) aboard the 2,376-pas-

senger Norwegian Jewel features a 

grand piano and a private garden 

with a hot tub. 

• SEEING DOUBLE
Cunard’s five Duplex and Grand Du-

plex suites on the 2,961-passenger 

Queen Mary 2, on two levels joined 

by a sweeping staircase, feature two 

master baths and a private gym. To 

go all out, combine all five into one 

9,000-square-foot mansion. 

• CORNER SPOT
On Celebrity Cruises’ 3,046-pas-

senger Celebrity Reflection, the 

two-bedroom Reflection Suite 

offers 1,636 square feet in a choice 

corner location; a cantilevered, sea-

view glass shower; and access to 

private and specialty restaurants. 

5 

DO YOU LIKE TO 
SPREAD OUT?

The most lavish and lovely 
accommodations come with 

endless blue views.

Underwater fun in the  

Galápagos Islands.

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER?

view glass shower; and access to 
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VANCOUVER

ULTIMATE ALASKAN SOJOURN 

Seabourn Sojourn | Vancouver to Seward (Ancorage)
11 days, Jul 12; Aug 6, 31*,  2018

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest

Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities

including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Shore Experience.

*Fares based on these sail dates. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses

of $525 to $600 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other off er, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice.
All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2018 Seabourn.

EXTR AORDINARY
 WORLDS™

S E A B O U R N ’ S

E l e g a n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  l u x u r y  u n b o u n d .

From $5,499* FromULTIMATE GLACIER & FJORD ADVENTURE

Seabourn Sojourn | Seward (Ancorage) to Vancouver
14 days, Jul 23; Sep 11*, 2018

$5,999*
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• SIPS OF MADEIRA
Explore Madeira’s capital of 

Funchal on an exclusive Virtu-

oso Voyages excursion on board 

Oceania Cruises’ 1,250-passenger 

Riviera during a round-trip Bar-

celona sailing. Ride a cable car to 

the hilltop village of Monte, where 

you can take in the churches and 

palaces before trying out the car-

ros de cesto, wicker toboggans 

that zoom you down the hill to 

Livramento. You’ll also visit a wine 

cellar to savor the nuances of the 

8

ARE YOU SEEKING CULTURAL IMMERSION?

• BODY & SPIRIT
Seabourn’s Spa & Wellness 

with Dr. Andrew Weil program 

takes health at sea to a new 

level. Meditation and yoga  

programs address physical, so-

cial, and spiritual well-being; 

seminars cover topics such 

as anti-inflammatory foods, 

healthy aging, and mindful-

ness. Dr. Weil himself joins 

some sailings each year. 

• LIVING FOOD
SeaDream Yacht Club’s raw 

food menu is entirely plant-

based, with nothing heated 

above 118 degrees. It’s suitable 

for dedicated rawists and curi-

ous newbies.

• BODYWORK BLISS
Celebrity Cruises’ onboard 

Canyon Ranch SpaClub treat-

ments go beyond massage with 

specialized services, including 

acupuncture, aesthetic medicine, 

gait analysis, and meditation. 

7

IS VACATION ACTUALLY 
A PERFECT TIME TO GET HEALTHY?

Superior spas, mindfulness, and wellness menus for self-care at sea.

See destinations through the eyes of locals and respected experts.

island’s famous sweet elixir, and 

relax over a wine-pairing lunch at 

Belmond Reid’s Palace hotel. 

• ISLAND FINDS
Sail French Polynesia with Paul 

Gauguin Cruises to delve beyond 

its beautiful shores. Onboard hosts 

include an archaeologist who 

specializes in the ancient ceremo-

nial structures of the Marquesas 

and an art historian with no fewer 

than seven books published on the 

cruise line’s namesake.

All’s well in Seabourn 

Encore’s spacious spa. 

Paul Gauguin’s dancers retell ancestral 

legends through their craft.

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER?





V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R70

TIP:  On most ships, booking a top suite also gets you priority boarding and other line-busting privileges 
throughout the sailing.  

9

• ICE, ICE BABY
Princess Cruises’ Alaska 

sailings get you to the Ju-

neau Icefield via a helicop-

ter ride over rain forests 

and mountains. You’ll be 

outfitted with hard-shell 

boots, an ice axe, and cram-

pons for your two-hour 

guided glacier exploration.

• FLYING HIGH
On Royal Caribbean’s 

Anthem, Ovation, and 

Quantum of the Seas, you 

can soar to new heights 

in trapeze school, try the 

Sky-high adventures via new technologies 
and old-fashioned daredevilry. 

ARE YOU A THRILL SEEKER?

iFly skydiving simulator, 

or board the North Star, an 

enclosed observation pod 

that rises 300 feet above 

sea level.

• SHIMMY ON UP
Star Clippers’ 227-pas- 

senger Royal Clipper  

is still the world’s only  

five-masted, full-rigged  

sailing ship – and you can 

climb one of those masts, 

with a provided safety har-

ness, of course, to take in 

the views over the vessel’s 

42 billowing white sails.

• LOOK SHARP
Renowned for its commitment to 

the golden age of cruising, Cunard’s 

Queen Mary 2 has a formal dress 

code in the main dining venues – 

which most guests are eager to 

embrace. Each sailing typically 

features three formal nights, such 

as a masquerade ball or Roaring 

Twenties–style dance. 

• THE BUTLER DID IT
On Silversea’s ships, each cabin has 

dedicated butlers who are trained 

through the Guild of Professional 

English Butlers.

• PERSONAL TOUCH
SeaDream guests checking into 

their cabins find monogrammed 

pajamas waiting for them.

10 

DO YOU 
APPRECIATE 

THE FINER 
THINGS IN LIFE?

From white-tie evenings to
 well-dressed breakfasts in bed. 

Visit Juneau’s Mendenhall 

Glacier by helicopter with 

Princess Cruises.

COULD YOU BE A 

CRUISER?



 Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands
Holland America Line is an authorized concessioner of Glacier Bay National Park.

From the grandeur of Denali National Park to pristine 

glaciers and historic frontier towns, there’s no better 

way to experience Alaska than on a Holland America 

Line cruise or Land+Sea Journey. On board you’ll enjoy 

classic style, attentive service, and fine dining. Whether 

you’re drawn to The Great Land by its breathtaking 

wilderness or its colorful history, the best way to really 

see Alaska is with Holland America Line.

AFTER SEVEN DECADES,  

WE KNOW ALASKA 

LIKE NO ONE ELSE.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today.
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THE FANTASTIC 

FJORD
A fresh look at our favorite 

places. Here, a stunning natural 
wonder at the end of the earth.

MILFORD SOUND, SOUTH ISLAND, 

NEW ZEALAND

“Milford Sound is one of the few 

places in the world to have rendered 

me speechless. Its towering Mitre 

Peak, cascading waterfalls, and 

abundance of wildlife are must-

sees on any New Zealand itinerary. 

It’s about a five-hour drive from 

Queenstown, so if time is of the 

essence, I highly recommend a scenic 

flight to the sound, followed by a 

nature cruise. Flying over the remote 

‘Middle-earth’ wilderness is a once-

in-a-lifetime experience.” 

– Kelly Campbell, Virtuoso travel 

advisor, Brisbane, Australia

DO IT: Your advisor can work with 

Southern World New Zealand, a 

Virtuoso on-site tour connection, to 

arrange trips to Milford Sound as part 

of a customized tour of the country.  



Sail up, dig in and savor life’s sweetest moments along waterways that shine. Get a taste  
of all things Greater Fort Lauderdale 24/7 on Hello Sunny TV. Find us at sunny.org  

Venice of America

wide eyes



Photo courtesy of real traveler Elie Godfrey

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.  The best travel experiences uniquely reflect you — your 
personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s a private scuba excursion or anything 
that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every client, every detail, every time.

a private scuba excursion.My luxury is

 

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 
who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

virtuoso.com The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.


