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THE WORLD OF CRYSTAL® 

ILLUMINATES
EVERY JOURNEY

Beyond destinations. Past expectations.  
Shines a world that redefines what it means to travel.

O C E A N     R I V E R     YA C H T  E X P E D I T I O N     A I R

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS
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Aboard the inimitable Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity, our 
journeys are more than a collection of incredible destinations. 
They’re the finely spun thread that weaves together every incredible 
experience that inspires awe and appreciation as well as countless 
tales of wonder and adventure. Emerging from their longest-ever 
makeovers, Crystal Symphony and Crystal Serenity will feature more 
innovative dining options with expanded specialty venues and 
open-seating, more state-of-the-art technologies including free, 
unlimited Wi-Fi, and spacious new suites and penthouses. Replacing 
existing staterooms, the newly added accommodations will reduce 
guest capacity to further increase the ships’ already generous 
service and space ratios to be among the loftiest in luxury travel.

Complement the day’s explorations across Venice with an evening 
of Nobu Matsuhisa’s signature creations at his new onboard Umi 
Uma restaurant. Witness ancient lands along the Mediterranean Sea 
or wander the vineyards of Tuscany, returning to the welcoming 
luxury and state-of-the-art amenities of your Crystal home at sea. 
With hundreds of ports in dozens of countries across seven 
continents, every great journey begins and ends with Crystal.

EXPLORE WITH THE WORLD'S  
MOST AWARDED LUXURY CRUISE LINE

BOOK YOUR SELECT CRYSTAL EXPERIENCE WITH YOUR 
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR AND ENJOY  
THESE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS: 

•  Services of an onboard host 

• Welcome aboard reception 

• Choice of either an exceptional Shore Experience with a festive 
dining opportunity, a Custom Credit to create a unique, 
personalized shore adventure, exploration with a Private Car  
& Driver (where available), or a Shipboard Credit. 

*All fares and savings are per person, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only and do not include taxes, fees, and port charges of $250-$943 per person. Your 
Crystal Savings are subject to availability at time of booking. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity controlled, subject to 
availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. For complete Cruise Fare and Promotional Information and General Ticket Terms and Conditions, visit crystalcruises.com. Crystal Cruises, 
LLC reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and change any and all fares, fees, promotions and programs at any time without notice. Virtuoso Voyages events and amenities are subject to change without 
notice and may require a minimum number of participants. Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyages Group to be 
eligible for Voyages amenities. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar (Sushi Bar is not available 
for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve basis). Additional reservations or visits (including “walk-in” diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. All fares, itineraries, 
programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Pricing and promotions are accurate at time of printing. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. 
©2018 Crystal Cruises, LLC. Ships’ registries: The Bahamas and Malta.

CRUISE THE WORLD ABOARD THESE FEATURED SAILINGS.
BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE FARES.

CRYSTAL CRUISES®      
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DATE DAYS DESTINATION/CRUISE NAME ITINERARY SHIP  FARES FROM*

Aug 19 12 Mediterranean Images Barcelona to Venice Crystal Serenity™ $4,405

Aug 30 14 New England Vistas New York to Montréal Crystal Symphony™ $4,460

Sept 9 14 Secular & Sacred Round-trip Rome (Civitavecchia) Crystal Serenity™ $4,400

Sept 23 7 Riviera Reverie Rome/Civitavecchia to Marseille Crystal Serenity™ $3,530

Oct 25 14 Colonial Charms New York to Fort Lauderdale Crystal Symphony™ $4,105

Nov 8 24 Amazon Discovery Round-Trip Fort Lauderdale Crystal Symphony™ $6,425

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES™

AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDSVENICE, ITALY

FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS:  
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and enjoy exclusive 
Virtuoso Voyages benefits.

NOBU MATSUHISA’S UMI UMA

CRYSTAL CRUISES — 
CRYSTAL SYMPHONY & CRYSTAL SERENITY

CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES — 
CRYSTAL MAHLER
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DATE DAYS DESTINATION/CRUISE NAME ITINERARY SHIP  FARES FROM*

May 10  - Nov 10 10 Treasures of the Danube Round -trip Vienna Crystal Mozart™ $4,105

May 10 - Dec 17 10 Splendors of the Rhine Amsterdam to Basel Crystal Debussy™ $4,300 

May 12  - Dec 6 16 Grand Europe Budapest to Amsterdam Crystal Mahler™ $6,610*

May 13  - Nov 11 14 Jewels of the Rhine Frankfurt to Amsterdam Crystal Bach™ $5,965*

May 24  - Nov 11 14 Majestic Europe Vienna to Basel Crystal Ravel™ $6,000* 

OPERATE IN REVERSE

2018
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You’ll never forget their childhood, 

      so take them to a place they’ll never forget.

B E V E R LY  H I L L S   |   D E E R  VA L L E Y   |   K A PA L U A  B AY 

L AG U N A  B E AC H   |   L O S  C A B O S  |   PA L M E T T O  B L U F F  

Whether your plans call for a family adventure, a romantic retreat, or an urban escape,  

we invite you to experience our collection of extraordinary destinations. From a legendary bay 

in Los Cabos to the charm of the South Carolina coast, Montage Hotels & Resorts provides 

the perfect backdrop to create memories that can be cherished long after you return home.

For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

On location at Montage Los Cabos (Opening June 2018)

You’ll never forget their childhood, 

     so take them to a place they’ll never forget.

On location at Montage Los Cabos (Opening June 2018)



Motu Piti Aau – the ‘islet of two 

hearts’ – rises up out of the 

turquoise waters that surround 

the main island of Bora Bora. Bright 

blue lagoon on one side, sapphire 

South Pacific on the other, this 

slender strip of land is home to 

French Polynesia’s most exclusive 

InterContinental Resort. The 

InterContinental Bora Bora Resort 

& Thalasso Spa offers a truly 

unique 5-star experience. Facing 

the main island of Bora Bora and 

A sheltered bay, a clear, turquoise 

lagoon, a serene setting between 

the mountains and the sea – the 

InterContinental Moorea Resort 

& Spa is paradise on Earth. Set on 

the northwest coast of the island 

of Moorea, amid 18 hectares of 

lush, unspoiled tropical terrain, 

InterContinental  Moorea Resort 

& Spa matches an idyllic island 

location with the comfort and luxury 

of spacious modern bungalows. 

Ideal for nature lovers, the resort is 

nestled in a tranquil cove, with jagged 

volcanic peaks behind and the great 

expanse of the South Pacific in front. 

The beach is protected from the 

elements, the waters teem with sea 

life and the gardens bloom with more 

than 200 species of tropical plants 

and trees.

 THREE ISLANDS, THREE 

 ONE UNFORGETTABLE 

 IN MOOREA, BORA 

Overwater Bungalow



The Brando is a unique luxury resort 

on French Polynesia’s breathtaking 

private island of Tetiaroa, an atoll 

composed of a dozen small islands 

surrounding a sparkling lagoon 30 

miles north of Tahiti. The Brando offers 

carefree luxury in pristine nature. 

With access to the island by private 

plane, the resort features 35 villas on 

white-sand beaches frequented by 

sea turtles and exotic birds. The resort 

reflects Polynesian culture and each 

villa has its own private beach area and 

plunge pool. The all-inclusive resort 

offers two restaurants showcasing 

Polynesian and French cuisine, a spa 

overlooking a lily pond, an organic 

garden and orchard, a pool, a lagoon 

view bar, a beach bar, tennis courts 

and library. The Brando is a model 

for sustainable technology with sea 

water air-conditioning and solar and 

coconut oil energy. The Brando brings 

the past and future together into a 

place beyond time, invigorating the 

spirit and enriching all who visit.

the majestic Mount Otemanu, 

our eco-friendly resort is perfectly 

placed to provide guests the best 

of Bora Bora: spectacular views, 

luxury overwater villas, lush 

tropical gardens and a wide range 

of water sports and activities. 

VIRTUOSO RESORTS: 

LUXURY EXPERIENCE 

BORA & TETIAROA 

Exclusive Overwater 
Brando Suites Bora Bora Villa at The Brando,Tetiaroa Private Island
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live life luxuriously

Enjoy every day exactly as you wish while exploring the world’s most beautiful places. Everything is included — 

from fl ights to excursions and from gourmet dining to Unlimited WiFi. Allow us to take care of every detail as you sail 

aboard our luxuriously appointed, intimately spacious and all-suite ships to more than 450 destinations in the company 

of an intimate group of newfound friends. You really can have it all aboard Regent Seven Seas Cruises®. 

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE TM

FOR VOYAGES AND RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

*Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for Terms & Conditions.

Virtuoso Voyages Benefits on a wide array of voyages:

ONBOARD HOST, PRIVATE COCKTAIL RECEPTION AND AN EXCLUSIVE SHORE EXPERIENCE

live life luxuriously
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Editor’s Note

 
HERE IS THAT?” YOU MIGHT BE 

wondering about the gorgeous 

tile entryway on our cover. It’s 

a question we’ve been asked re-

peatedly by colleagues as we put together this 

annual hotel issue. In reality, it’s not a lobby at 

all, but an elaborate “fauxsaic” created by New 

York-based designer Nick Misani.

Virtuoso Life associate art director Korena 

Bolding Sinnett first discovered Misani’s illus-

trations on Instagram. “I saved examples of his 

work, hoping we’d be able to collaborate on a 

cover at some point,” she says. “The hotel issue 

was a perfect fit, and right on trend.”

Sinnett gave him this direction: “A tile 

floor that should look like a classic five-star 

Virtuoso hotel somewhere around the world.” 

He used Illustrator to plan the design and 

prepare it for the “grouting” stage, with the aid 

of an iPad Pro. From there, he colored every 

tile individually in Photoshop. Those shoes 

(by Cole Haan, in case you’re curious) are real 

– snapped with his iPhone and Photoshopped 

into place. He loves this last stage, he says, 

because that’s when the mosaic morphs from 

a one-dimensional digital piece into an actual 

space, with a sense of scale and place.

We think it’s a fitting welcome to an issue 

that celebrates Virtuoso’s portfolio of nearly 

1,300 hotels around the world, from modern 

boutique retreats 

to sprawling 

resorts, classic 

grande dames, 

and everything in 

between. Virtuoso 

Life’s staff stays 

on top of the 

latest hospital-

ity news, and 

in these pages 

you’ll find the 

most noteworthy 

trends – namely, 

how hotels have 

evolved from mere places to sleep to being the 

centerpiece and entire point of a trip (page 91). 

Elsewhere in the magazine, one of my favor-

ite articles is managing editor Marika Cain’s 

insightful interviews with three industry 

executives on what makes a welcoming hotel 

(page 124). The best hotels are thoughtful and 

authentic, comfortable yet cool – and they let 

you know immediately exactly where you are. 

W“

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR & 

VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT

esrnka@virtuoso.com

 

Warm Welcomes 

WHERE I’VE BEEN: I recently returned from the Netherlands, where I attended Virtuoso Symposium, an annual meeting 

that brings together nearly 600 travel executives. This year’s event was an industry first, with seven river-cruise ships 

sailing the Rhine – together – and six Amsterdam hotels. Above, I’m with the captain of AmaWaterways’ AmaKristina; 

read more about the trip on page 22.

UP NEXT: A few Virtuoso travel advisors and I are hopping the pond for the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan 

Markle. While we weren’t officially invited to the nuptials, thanks to a UK-based Virtuoso on-site connection NoteWorthy, 

we’ll be celebrating at an ultimate watch party oh-so-close to Windsor Castle and will toast the happy couple as they 

pass by. On the packing list: a proper fascinator for the occasion. Read Virtuoso advisors’ royal honeymoon recommen-

dations on page 127.

MY TRAVELS

Symposium souvenirs: An artistic take on ‘Virtuoso’ tulips, a Royal Delft ornament, and a canister featuring 
Virtuoso’s six Amsterdam hotels – and filled with stroopwafels, a Dutch treat.



ACTIVE DISCOVERYSM RIVER 
CRUISES ON THE RHINE, THE 
DANUBE, & NOW THE RHÔNE

Avalon Active Discovery is an exciting type of cruise that 

introduces you to the people and places of Europe in the 

most active, engaged, and fun ways imaginable. Hike, cook, 

paddle, and experience the Old World in a whole new way!

Active Discovery on the Rhine
8 Days  |  Wiesbaden to Amsterdam (and reverse)

Active Discovery on the Danube
9 Days  |  Linz to Budapest (and reverse)

NEW! Active Discovery on the Rhône
8 days  |  Arles to Lyon (and reverse)

BIKE, HIKE, COOK, CANOE, PAINT, LEARN,  
AND ENGAGE YOUR WAY THROUGH EUROPE.

*Book a 2018 or 2019 Avalon Waterways Europe river cruise to receive $250, $500, $750 or $1,000 off per person on the cruise/land or cruise only price. Booking must be made, under deposit and discount applied by June 30, 2018 for travel by 
December 31, 2019. Not applicable to custom tours. Not applicable on TBA space. Combinable with Journeys Club Repeat Traveler benefit.  Select departures may be combinable with current air promo. Applies to new 2018 & 2019 bookings only 
and will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. Offer reliant on space availability at time of booking and may be withdrawn at any time. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

*Book a select 2018 Avalon Europe river cruise through a Virtuoso Advisor and get the standard prepaid cruise gratuities included for the full length of the cruise portion of the vacation. Must be booked, under deposit and discount applied by 
December 31, 2018 for travel at select times in 2018. Combinable with other offers EXCEPT Travel Agent Discounts and groups. Applies to 2018 bookings only. Must mention code VGRAT18. Offer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to 
groups or custom tours. Not applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply; see Travel Terms & Conditions for details. May be withdrawn at any time.

SAVE UP TO $2,000* PLUS FREE PREPAID GRATUITIES ON SELECT AVALON EUROPE CRUISES.**

To book your Avalon Waterways river cruise, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today.
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CAROL COLEMAN, ANNABEL DE WULF YOST, AUDRA FUEST, STEPHANIE LEE, GREGG NIELSEN

TOURISM BOARDS AND ALLIANCES

XABIER EGUREN   212/588-8237   ARLLYS FILMER-BENNETT   857/318-9766  

INTERNATIONAL

ELSA BACRY, ERIC DIAZ BURWELL, MICHAEL LONDREGAN

VIRTUOSO

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER   MATTHEW D. UPCHURCH 

SVP, EVENTS   DAVID HANSEN

SVP, GLOBAL PRODUCT PARTNERSHIPS   ALBERT M. HERRERA

SVP, GLOBAL MEMBER PARTNERSHIPS   DAVID KOLNER

SVP, FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING   MIKE McCOWN

SVP, SYSTEMS AND SERVICES   DANIEL O’BRIEN

VP, GLOBAL MEMBER PARTNERSHIPS – US & CANADA   CHERYL BUNKER 

VP, CRUISE   BETH BUTZLAFF

VP, ENGINEERING   JOSH MASON

VP, ALLIANCES   ANGELA G. RODITI

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

TONY ADLER, EVA BRAIMAN, MEREDITH BURBIDGE, SHELBY DONLEY, TONY HOLLOWAY, 

DEAN HORVATH, SHARON HOWELL, SCOTT LARGAY, KEN NEIBAUR, ANGELA PIERSON, 

ANNE SCULLY, TANIA SWASBROOK, KEITH WALDON, KIMBERLY WILSON WETTY

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH US

“A glass of wine on 

arrival – bonus points 

if it’s local, such as the pinot 

noir at Eichardt’s Private Hotel 

in Queenstown, New Zealand.” 

“
”

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 

HOTEL DIVERSION? 

“Craft cocktails 

and skyline views from 

the rooftop Nest at 

Thompson Seattle.”

“Talking with staff about 

their stories and passions, 

and learning about how 

they create a seamless 

hotel experience.”

Virtuoso® is the leading international travel agency network specializing in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organization comprises more than 1,000 travel agency partners with 17,500 elite travel advisors in over 45 countries throughout North America, Latin America, the Carib-

bean, Europe, Asia-Pacifi c, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with 1,700 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destinations, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and 

privileged access. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees unless stated otherwise. 

Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-

1900 ext. 139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS, VIRTUOSO LIFE CIRCULATION, AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso Life Circulation, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; 

virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso Life, contact your travel advisor or email gmagers@virtuoso.com. California CST #2069091; TA #808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI #601554183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright © 

2018 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Virtuoso Voyages,  Virtuoso Life, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Orchestrate Dreams are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Best of the 

Best and Expect the World are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world. 

“Checking out 

hotel boutiques 

for quality local art 

and jewelry.” – C.C.

“Falconry at Ashford 

Castle in Ireland.” 

– S.L.

MIDNIGHT SNACK: These chocolate bars – 

made in-house at Shangri-La Hotel, 

At The Shard, London – are so pretty 

you may not want to eat them. 

(But you defi nitely should.) $11 each.  



FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

AN ENDLESS SUMMER AFFAIR

3201 COLLINS AVE. MIAMI BEACH



VIRTUOSO LIFE 16

Contributors

(
N

IC
K

 M
IS

A
N

I)
 A

H
M

E
D

 K
L

IN
K

Writer 

David Hochman 

 Los Angeles   

“Magic Emporiums,” 

page 101, “Family-Style 

Italian,” page 104, and 

“Night Shift,” page 120 

THE REPORT: “Some-

times you need to 

travel thousands of 

miles to reconnect 

with the people closest 

to you. One day at our 

villa in Tuscany, we 

fired up the 200-year-

old pizza oven, and our 

quest to make the per-

fect Florentine steak 

and pizza margherita 

became an all-day 

family affair. The kids 

gathered wood, the 

grandparents prepped 

ingredients, and my 

wife and sister-in-law 

made appetizers and 

salads while I stoked 

the flames.”

ITEM THAT’S ALWAYS 

IN YOUR CARRY-ON? 

“A black silk eye mask 

from Slip.” 

Writer 

Jessy Greensmith 

Annapolis, Maryland  

“Bangkok’s New 

Shine,” page 58

THE REPORT: “When in 

Bangkok, remember 

you’re not Thai – 

meaning, don’t sum-

mon all your courage 

to sample bird’s eye 

chilies. They’re not 

gateway peppers. Un-

less you’re a master of 

heat, you’ll be nursing 

your scorched tongue 

with endless cups of 

Thai iced tea.”

ITEM THAT’S ALWAYS 

IN YOUR CARRY-ON? “A 

book inspired by my 

destination, although 

I’m often sidetracked 

by airline entertain-

ment. On this trip, Call 

the Midwife did me in 

before I opened Sight-

seeing by Rattawut 

Lapcharoensap.”

Designer and Letterer 

Nick Misani 

New York City 

Cover 

THE REPORT: “I’ve al-

ways been fascinated 

by the lobbies and 

foyers of grand hotels. 

From the Principe di 

Savoia in Milan to The 

Plaza in New York City, 

these luxurious en-

trances are generally 

adorned with mosaics 

that beguile passersby 

with their elegance 

and grandeur. Even 

today, in the age of 

shoe selfies on Insta-

gram, they hark back 

to an era of top hats 

and dinner jackets. I 

wanted to convey this 

feeling with my cover 

for Virtuoso Life.”

ITEM THAT’S ALWAYS IN 

YOUR CARRY-ON? “My 

iPad Pro, even though 

it’s fairly large.”

Photographer 

Ulf Svane

 Copenhagen     

“Great Danish,” page 

62, and “Bergen or 

Bust,” page 82  

THE REPORT: 

“The homemade moz-

zarella I had at Bæst 

in Copenhagen was a 

highlight – I could eat 

that every day. And in 

Bergen, one of Europe’s 

rainiest cities, I was 

lucky to have some 

sun while I hiked on 

Mount Fløyen. I highly 

recommend the hike 

for its amazing views 

over Bergen and the 

surrounding fjords.”

ITEM THAT’S ALWAYS IN 

YOUR CARRY-ON? “My 

noise-canceling head-

phones – they make 

the flights, buses, and 

train rides a lot easier.”



THE ORDINARYTHE ORDINARYTHE ORDINARY



Destination focused.

Award-winning small ships.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The Thinking Person’s Cruise.®

S A I L  T H E  WOR L D ’ S  GR E A T  R I V E R S . 

Only with Viking

Grand European Tour

Amsterdam to Budapest • 15 Days 

From $3,499 per person*

Rhine Getaway

Amsterdam to Basel • 8 Days 

From $1,999 per person*

Romantic Danube®

Nuremberg to Budapest • 8 Days 

From $1,999 per person*

Ask about Viking’s 2019 Early Booking Discount. 

2-For-1 cruise plus up to free air.*

To book, contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

*Note: Rhine Getaway price based on CAT F, select November 2019 Viking Longship sailings. Romantic Danube price based on CAT F, select November 2019 Viking Longship 
sailings. Grand European Tour price based on CAT F, select November 2019 Viking Longship sailings. All prices are in US dollars and for US residents only and are based on double 
occupancy. 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Air offers valid on all 
North American gateways except Alaska, Hawaii, San Juan and Mexico City. Prices are based on lowest at time of print and subject to change without notice. Must request offer 
at time of booking. Pay in full by current cruise and air promotions’ expiration date. Valid on new bookings only as of 5/1/18, subject to availability and may not be combinable with 
any other offers except Past Guest Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right to correct errors and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any 
time. Additional terms and conditions may apply; see Passenger Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruises.com. Offer expires 6/30/18. CST#2052644-40
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For centuries, explorers tried to chart a 

course through the Northwest Passage, 

which connects the Atlantic and Pacific 

oceans, as a trade route between Asia and 

Europe. But it wasn’t until an expedition that 

lasted from 1903 to 1906 that Norwegian 

explorer Roald Amundsen successfully navi-

gated the route. Rochester, New York-based 

Virtuoso advisor Fran Kramer traveled on a 

23-day expedition from Greenland to Nome, 

Alaska, with her husband, Herb, aboard 

Ponant’s Le Boréal, chartered by Abercrom-

bie & Kent. 

“If you do this, you see why so many failed 

to find the route through the Northwest 

Passage, considered to be the ‘great quest’ 

or the holy grail,” Kramer says. “You uncover 

the pages of this incredible story. There are 

tens of thousands of islands in the Arctic 

Archipelago. No wonder it took so long to 

figure out.” Here are her recommendations 

for this adventure well off the beaten path. 

WHY GO: Very few people have done this. We 

followed much of the original path of Roald 

Amundsen. To follow this route on a modern 

cruise ship with all of the amenities is a  

singular experience. The High Arctic in 

summer is essentially a desert. It’s not for 

everybody – you have to have the time and 

money. But if you do, it is worth every penny. 

You go for the history, the Inuit culture, the 

beautiful stark landscapes, and a little 

wildlife – these sailings are only offered mid-

August to mid-September, not the season to 

see polar bears and seals. 

HIGHLIGHTS: The lectures on board were the 

best history lessons I ever had. We got a real 

picture of what the early explorers were 

presented with, and learned about disasters 

such as the HMS Terror, a doomed Brit-

ish Royal Navy voyage abandoned in 1848, 

which was discovered in 2016 as a nearly 

perfect preserved shipwreck. 

One day, we took Zodiacs to a little unin-

habited island, where there were tables set 

up with flowers. It was cold, but a brave chef 

was asking if we wanted chocolate or vanilla 

in our cream puffs, proceeding to squeeze it 

on the spot. 

BON APPÉTIT: Le Boréal is a French ship with a 

French chef. We had homemade croissants, 

macarons, brioche, and baguettes. All of the 

meals, including afternoon tea, had a French 

flair. There were so many choices, with sea-

food, lamb, and red meats. 

WORKING OUT: There’s an exercise room on 

board, but walking around on land is much 

more laborious than a normal city walk. 

You tire easily after taking the Zodiacs to 

explore, walking on gravel, dirt, sand, or 

sometimes the tundra. 

INCOMMUNICADO: Know that you will have 

almost no communication option (except 

for emergencies) or Wi-Fi for the length of 

the cruise. We all thought this would be a 

challenge, initially. But you settle into the 

atmosphere and environment, and you 

really slow down. You’re in the same boat 

as your fellow passengers – you’re all in 

it together, fortunate to have such a rare 

travel experience.

Departures: Ponant’s Le Soléal sails the 

Northwest Passage August 27, 2018; from 

$21,510. Sister ship L’Austral sails the route 

August 24, 2019; from $24,850. 

Just Back

A rare adventure through a storied Arctic route.

 NORTHWEST PASSAGE

A Northwest Passage 
sailing highlight: Icebergs 

off Greenland. Below: Fran 
and Herb Kramer. 
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Biking 101: Four keys to the best cycling vacation.

FROM THE VIRTUOSO LIFE BLOG

➊ You’ll fit in, no matter how experienced a 

rider you are. Tour companies create itiner-

aries with varying elevation gains, mileage, 

and activity levels, making it easy to choose 

your best option.

➋ Many tour companies now offer electric 

bikes, bringing power to the pedals and al-

lowing riders to cover more miles at a faster 

pace, with less effort.

➌ You can rest whenever you like or skip a 

day entirely by taking advantage of the sup-

port vehicles. 

➍ First-timers should consider flatter or 

quieter destinations, such as the Nether-

lands, the northern Italian region of Parma, 

or Sonoma’s wine country. More advanced 

riders can challenge their quads on Japan’s 

steep climbs. 

For more tips and photos, 

visit blog.virtuoso.com.

Where we’ve been lately, according to Instagram.

IN PICTURES

Montauk, New York-based 

advisor Maggie Joeckel  

(@here_tmrw) snapped  

“Caribbean hues” at Sandy 

Lane (@sandylaneresort)  

in Barbados. 

Kansas City-based advisors 

Michael and Barbara King 

(@greatgetaways.travel) 

spent a night at “comfort-

able, serene” Los  

Cauquenes Resort & Spa  

(@loscauquenes) in  

Argentina before boarding 

Silversea’s Silver Cloud. 

Virtuoso design director 

Melanie Fowler  

(@melaniefowler) recently 

returned from Nihi Sumba 

(@nihisumba) in Indonesia. 

A biking vacation delivers sightseeing and exercise in equal measure, perhaps explaining the 

current boom in bike tours. Amanda Ogle researched what to know while planning a bike trip.  

Spinning through 
the Dolomites.
Spinning through 
the Dolomites.
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T’S A HISTORIC TRAVEL-INDUSTRY 

first that may never be repeated again: 

sailing seven river-cruise ships on the 

Rhine together as a group, experienc-

ing the hospitality of six Virtuoso hotels in 

Amsterdam, and exploring multiple ports in 

the Netherlands for a business meeting like 

no other.

Virtuoso Symposium is an annual gather-

ing of almost 600 executives from top travel 

agencies, hotels, cruise lines, airlines, tour-

ism boards, and other partners around the 

globe, who meet for networking, industry 

discussions, and shared travel experiences. 

Past events have been held in some of the 

Rolling on the Rhine
An unprecedented gathering brings together six Amsterdam hotels, seven river-cruise ships, 

and nearly 600 travel executives for one epic event.

BY ELAINE SRNKA

Virtuoso Reports

River-cruise ships ready to set sail, 
Kinderdijk’s windmills, and postcard-
perfect Amsterdam.

I



Asia India

Destination Experts

Our team is made up of passionate 

specialists that have lived, worked and 

studied in the countries to where they 

tailor travel experiences.

Customized Itineraries

We work together to customize one-of-

a-kind travel experiences that immerse 

your clients in our destinations in 

unforgettable ways.

Family-Run Business

Swain Destinations is family owned and 

operated. Our family values remain at 

the core of every aspect throughout the 

travel planning process.

Customizing the Travel Experience
For over 30 years, Swain Destinations has been crafting one-of-a-kind journeys featuring off-

the-beaten-path accommodations and unforgettable experiences. Whether you're looking 

for an adrenaline-filled stay in a bustling city or a serene lodge in a secluded location, our 

destination experts ensure that you not only visit a destination, but truly experience it.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and start personalizing your journey today!

Australia

New Zealand

Africa
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Virtuoso Reports

Clockwise from top: All seven ships in port in Arnhem; Viking’s Mimir crew and Michele Saegesser with agency executive Anne Scully (on right); agency 
executives Fernando and Lilliana Rosete with Tauck’s Steve Spivak; Crystal Cruises’ Carmen Roig with agency executive Mary Kleen; Avalon’s Pam Hoffee 

with AmaWaterways’ Kristin Karst and Rudi Schreiner; Virtuoso’s Beth Butzlaff with Uniworld’s Kristian Anderson, Ruby of Siam award winner Ruth Turpin, 
and AmaWaterways’ Gary Murphy; and Uniworld’s Ellen Bettridge (second from right) hosts guests on the Antoinette.

“What blew me away was that, although all were luxury vessels, 
each was so different and would appeal to different clients.” 

— JOSHUA BUSH, VIRTUOSO TRAVEL AGENCY EXECUTIVE

world’s most exciting cities and even at sea 

on ocean cruises. This year was notable, not 

only due to the staggering planning logistics 

(handled with aplomb by Virtuoso’s Events 

team), but also because of the remarkable 

collaboration between competing hotels and 

cruise lines, all of which worked together 

to make the meeting a resounding success. 

Here, a few highlights from the week.

THE HOTELS

Attendees kicked off the week by checking 

into one of six Virtuoso-preferred hotels in 

Amsterdam. Each is distinct in decor and 

locale, from the 79-room InterContinen-

tal Amstel Amsterdam, which overlooks 

the Amstel River and celebrated its 150th 

anniversary last year, to the newer Wal-

dorf Astoria Amsterdam, whose 93 rooms 

are housed within six seventeenth-century 

canal palaces. The 129-room Conserva-

torium Hotel Amsterdam in the city’s 

museum district has a hip vibe, while the 

111-room De L’Europe Amsterdam, a for-

mer guesthouse of the Heineken family, has 

been a classic  hotel since 1896. The smartly 

designed 225-room Pulitzer Amsterdam 

stretches across 25 restored seventeenth- 



Ult imate Fami ly  Suite

Royal Suite Class program benefi ts, amenities and services vary by suite category, ship and itinerary, and are subject to change without notice. Additional program terms apply. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete details. Images of Ultimate Family Suite 

refl ect current design and may include artistic renderings. All ship features, experiences, and itineraries are subject to change without notice. ©2018 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ship’s Registry: The Bahamas. 18061445 • 3/19/2018

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more about Virtuoso Exclusive Benefits.

2017 VIRTUOSO
®

 

Best Multi-Generational 

Program – Cruise

WINNER

Embark on an adventure of uncharted luxury in Royal Suite Class. It’s handcrafted 

experiences tailored by your personal Royal Genie. The most spacious suites at 

sea — from two stories of awesome thrills in the Ultimate Family Suite onboard 

Symphony of the SeasSM to the incredible Royal Loft Suite with panoramic views. 

Plus VIP access to endless thrills, like the Ultimate AbyssSM, Broadway hits and 

more. All while sailing from one stunning destination to another on the world’s 

most incredible ships — Only on Royal Caribbean®.

R O O M  A N D 

N E V E R  B O R E D
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and eighteenth-century canal houses, and 

the historic 177-room Sofitel Legend The 

Grand Amsterdam has been a convent, a 

naval headquarters, and the city hall.

“It was beautiful to observe the hotel 

teams working so well together, because 

that camaraderie helps promote Amsterdam 

tourism in general,” says Anthony Adler, a 

Virtuoso travel agency executive in Sherman 

Oaks, California. “Each property is special in 

its own way, and having experienced them, 

we can now talk about their intricate details 

with our clients, which allows us to match 

them with the exact right hotel.”

THE RIVER-CRUISE SHIPS

River cruising continues to be a huge trend 

with travelers, and this event allowed travel 

agency executives to experience a European 

cruise firsthand. Although most vessels 

sport similar exterior design and dimen-

sions (they must be able to navigate the lock 

systems of Europe’s waterways), the interior 

spaces differ.

“This year’s Virtuoso Symposium gave us 

the opportunity to compare seven ships in 

the same setting,” says Joshua Bush, a Vil-

lanova, Pennsylvania-based travel agency 

executive. “What blew me away was that, 

although all were luxury vessels, each was 

so different and would appeal to different 

clients. Having seen them side by side gives 

me confidence to put the right traveler on 

the right ship and know they’ll have an ex-

traordinary cruise.”

The standouts? The top deck’s heated pool 

on AmaWaterways’ 158-passenger Ama- 

Kristina was a hit, as was the ship’s intimate 

Chef’s Table restaurant (“The tasting menu 

is an experience not to be missed,” Bush 

says). The innovative Aquavit Terrace on Vi-

king River Cruises’ 190-passenger Mimir 

offers alfresco dining with a view at the ship’s 

bow, and Avalon Waterways’ 166-passenger 

Impression boasts the 24-hour Club Lounge. 

Tauck’s 130-passenger Savor has a clean, 

contemporary  style, while opulent tradi-

tional decor swathes Uniworld’s 154-passen-

ger Antoinette, whose Bar du Leopard makes 

a cozy late-night spot. Symposium attendees 

were the first to see U by Uniworld’s brand-

new 120-passenger The A ship, a modern de-

parture from traditional river-cruise design 

aimed at attracting younger travelers, while 

Virtuoso Reports

Clockwise from top: Fields of flowers at Keukenhof gardens, a Kinderdijk photo op, aspiring 
van Goghs, agency executive Elaine Pesky arranging flowers at an AccorHotels luncheon, and 

Rembrandt’s The Night Watch all to ourselves.
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Crystal Cruises’ 106-passenger Crystal Bach.

THE DESTINATIONS

Symposium opened with a private welcome 

reception at the Netherlands’ renowned  

Rijksmuseum, which houses masterpieces 

by Rembrandt, Vermeer, and other Dutch 

artists. (Next year, All the Rembrandts, a ma-

jor exhibition honoring the 350th anniver-

sary of the Dutch master’s death, will bring 

together the museum’s entire collection of 

his paintings, drawings, and prints.)

Networking and business sessions filled 

another day, when Virtuoso chairman and 

CEO Matthew D. Upchurch addressed the 

drawbacks of DIY travel. “The true definition 

of luxury is this: I choose to have someone do 

it for me,” he said. He noted that, while you 

can find anything you want online, collabo-

rating with a travel advisor elevates the expe-

rience through authentic human connection. 

Human connection was key to this 

The gala at Amsterdam’s National Maritime Museum, clockwise from left: The stunning dining venue, chefs from all six Amsterdam hotels, Sofitel Legend 
The Grand’s Kees Hogetoorn looks on as Virtuoso’s Matthew Upchurch christens the ‘Virtuoso’ tulip with Champagne, and the hotels’ general managers.

event, including Virtuoso’s on-site con-

nections ITBholland and The Dutch 

Travel Advisor, which helped plan sight-

seeing excursions. The group enjoyed 

simply wandering Amsterdam’s narrow 

cobbled streets, taking in the peaked-roof 

canal houses, boats plying the waterways, 

masses of f lowers, and bicycles zipping  

everywhere. There’s so much more to 

the city than its Red Light District (yes, 

it’s still a thing): Find local shopping in 

the Nine Streets, a quaint micro-neigh-

borhood in the Old Town canal district.  

Several attendees picked up handmade 

jewelry and knitwear at Cinq Amster-

dam, while others splurged on diamonds 

at Gassan. A visit to the Anne Frank 

House is a must, and Vincent van Gogh 

fans can see the largest collection of the 

Dutch painter’s work at the Van Gogh Mu-

seum. (An advisor can arrange advance 

tickets and private tours of both.)

Day trips from Amsterdam included  

touring Keukenhof gardens, abloom with 

millions of tulips, daffodils, and other 

blossoms; decorating your own pottery at 

the Royal Delft factory; biking past the 

centuries-old UNESCO World Heritage 

windmills of Kinderdijk; and visiting Rot-

terdam, Europe’s largest port city, and  

Arnhem’s World War II sites.

THE TULIP

At the gala dinner at the National Mari-

time Museum, where chefs and staff from 

all six hotels planned, prepared, and served 

a multicourse meal, every table featured 

a soaring centerpiece of tulips – but these 

were no ordinary f lowers. The Amsterdam 

hoteliers worked with a tulip farmer to de-

velop and officially designate one of the 

Netherland’s famed bulbs as the ‘Virtuoso’ 

tulip. Virtuoso’s Matthew Upchurch was 

presented with a bouquet of the unique 

red-and-white blooms – a fitting end to a 

week of firsts.   



Where the waters of Skógafoss are delivered by nature and the

grapes of Champagne are delivered by your dedicated sommelier. 

E X T R AOR DINA RY WOR LDS

Intimate ships Open bars & fine wines All suiteAward-winning cuisine 



CIVITAVECCHIA

Mediterranean
Sea Trapani

Naples

BARCELONA

La Joliette

Sète

Mahón

Ibiza

Cartagena

Valencia

Monte Carlo

SYDNEY

AUCKLAND

Fraser Island
Kuto

Honiara
Alotau

Kitava

Conflict
Islands

Cairns
Townsville

Tadine

Luganville
Ureparapara

Tivanipupu

Pacific
Ocean

Tasman
Sea

Great Barrier
Reef

ITALY & SPANISH SPLENDOURS From
Seabourn Odyssey | Civitavecchia (Rome) to Barcelona 

11 days, Oct 27, 2018 $3,999*

Gulf of Oman

Indian
Ocean

Arabian
Sea

SINGAPORE

Mumbai
Sir Bani Yas
Island

Muscat

DUBAI

Mangalore

Georgetown
Strait of Malacca

Sabang PhuketCochin

$6,299*From
Seabourn Ovation  |  Dubai to Singapore 

18 days, Dec 4, 2018PEARLS OF ARABIA & INDIA

Seabourn Sojourn | Auckland to Sydney 
22 days, Nov 19, 2018 $9,999*LANDFALLS OF CAPTAIN COOK From

*Fares based on these sail dates. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, and subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses
of $270 to $855 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other off er, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without prior notice.

All savings amounts are included in fares shown. Certain restrictions apply. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2018 Seabourn.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Professional to begin your journey on the World’s Finest
Ultra-Luxury Cruise Line.™ Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities

including: Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Shore Experience.

Gulf of Oman

Strait of Malacca
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PASSPORT
PLACES

TRENDS

CULTURE

& STYLE

Add this to the list of resort trends we hope will catch on: rewarding altruistic travelers with extra vacation nights. As part of its sustainability 

initiatives in the Baa Atoll UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in the Maldives, 57-villa Soneva Fushi is offering guests who stay five nights the oppor-

tunity to spend an additional five on the house. Participants commit to spending roughly two hours on each of their bonus days snorkeling with marine 

biologists to identify resident sea turtles, tending vegetable gardens with horticulturists, and lending a hand with educational programs and swimming 

lessons in nearby communities, among other activities. (Resort staff work with guests to tailor programs according to individuals’ interests.) Holiday 

shifts have never paid off more. Villas from $1,036, including breakfast daily and one lunch for two, with up to five complimentary additional nights May 12 

through September 30; some blackout dates apply.

DOUBLE TIME

All in a day’s work at Soneva Fushi.

♥



VIRTUOSO LIFE32

Hampl realizes, our most fruitful 

moments are often when the 

self falls away and “the whole 

world rushes in.” 

 CONVENIENCE STORE WOMAN  

BY SAYAKA MURATA (Grove  

Press, $22) Keiko Furukura 

is a 36-year-old woman who 

lives in Tokyo and works in a 

convenience store. It’s the only 

job she’s ever had, and she’s 

good at it. So good, in fact, 

that it’s the only place where 

she really feels like herself; 

Furukura understands the 

way the store works and likes 

feeling efficient. Outside the 

confines of the store, she has 

always been a misfit, perpetu-

ally single and lacking a desire 

for a more ambitious career. At 

Smile Mart, Furukura feels like 

“a cog in society” who can pass 

for normal. Murata’s strange 

and quirky novel was a runaway 

hit in Japan, and Ginny Tapley 

Takemori’s English translation 

introduces it to a new group of 

readers – a slim, entrancing 

read that can be consumed in 

one sitting. 

 MOTHERHOOD BY SHEILA  

HETI (Henry Holt and Co., $27) 

Motherhood, from the ac-

claimed author of How Should 

a Person Be?, revolves around 

a 38-year-old woman wrestling 

with whether or not to have 

children, and the result is a 

thrilling novel of ideas about 

what it means to be a woman 

and an artist. The decision to 

become a mother isn’t as easy 

as flipping a coin, although Heti 

does use a three-coin strategy 

derived from the I Ching in order 

to reach some answers (“two or 

three heads – yes. Two or three 

tails – no”). As the narrator real-

izes, “the not-having seems as 

amazing, unlikely, and special as 

the having.” Anyone who identi-

fies as a feminist will appreciate 

this compelling novel. 

all-encompassing endeavor, 

but Hampl writes about people 

who embraced a life of leisure, 

such as Michel de Montaigne, 

the famous French essayist 

who aimed to “pin the butter-

fly of thought on the page.” A 

lifelong daydreamer, the author 

has spent countless hours 

lost in her own imagination or 

embarking on pilgrimages to 

places as disparate as Wales 

and a Benedictine monastery 

in search of solitude. Instead of 

focusing on endless to-do lists, 

change, for better or worse.” 

Their relationship proves the 

ultimate performance, both on 

and off the stage, and Gabel’s 

novel is as beautiful and intense 

as Beethoven’s symphonies. 

 THE ART OF THE WASTED DAY  

BY PATRICIA HAMPL (Viking, $26)

The Declaration of Indepen-

dence grants U.S. citizens 

“life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness,” as Patricia Hampl 

points out in her new travel-

ogue. That pursuit can be an 

Passport

CARRY-ON COMPANIONS      

 BOOKS 

 THE ENSEMBLE BY AJA GABEL 

(Riverhead Books, $26) Aja 

Gabel’s debut novel follows the 

lives of four classical musicians 

as they transform from young, 

ambitious artists ready to take 

on the world to seasoned adults 

who have experienced the ups 

and downs of their professional 

and personal lives. The intimacy 

between the members of a 

string quartet leads to a special 

connection, “a deformed, ugly-

pretty kind of love, knowledge 

that what was there wouldn’t (
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 ART & CULTURE 

London Be Startin’ Somethin’

Happy Feet

Now showing at Basel, Switzerland’s Schaulager museum through August 26, 

Bruce Nauman: Disappearing Acts explores the influential American artist’s 

vast range of mediums, from neon and printmaking to film and performance. 

The retrospective offers a lot to take in: Moving to New York, where it will be 

from October 21 through March 17, 2019, the show will encompass the Muse-

um of Modern Art’s entire sixth floor and all of MoMA PS1. Head to the former 

to view six of Nauman’s largest pieces, including room-size installations, 

and the latter for a chronological survey of more than 120 works. schaulager.

org; moma.org.

Foldable Point Hobe flats by Melbourne, 
Australia-based Hobes slide neatly into 
carry-ons for wardrobe changes on the go 
and onto feet for going from the museum 
to that Michelin-starred meal. With 
seven colors to choose from – includ-
ing gold and silver, as well as dusty pink, 
navy, and white – the soft, unlined goat-
leather slip-ons make walking that extra city 
block look good. $159; hobes.co.

GOODS TO GO 

Nauman’s Land

Michael Jackson’s looks, moves, and voice changed fashion, dance, choreography, and, 

of course, music. Now, London’s National Portrait Gallery is making the case for another 

sphere of his influence: contemporary art. Opening June 28, Michael Jackson: On the 

Wall exhibits more than 40 works depicting M.J., from Andy Warhol’s pop art portrait 

to a likeness of the King of Pop as a sixteenth-century monarch on horseback by 

Kehinde Wiley, creator of Barack Obama’s official portrait. After closing October 21, the 

show will reopen in November at Paris’ Grand Palais. npg.org.uk; grandpalais.fr.

From top: Kehinde Wiley’s Equestrian Portrait of 
King Philip II (Michael Jackson), and Bruce Nauman’s 
White Anger, Red Danger, Yellow Peril, Black Death.



The Haven Restaurant The Haven SundeckThe Haven Deluxe Owner’s Suite

©2018 NCL CORPORATION, LTD. SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS AND USA    36963 3/18

Welcome to The Haven by Norwegian®, an exclusive enclave featuring our most luxurious and well-appointed 

accommodations including Family Villas and Suites. Accessible by private keycard, you’re invited to bask in tranquility 

in the private pool and sundeck in The Haven Courtyard. Let your butler and concierge make all your arrangements 

on board and on shore, giving you more time to relax and enjoy your vacation together as you see fi t. You’re also just 

steps away from the rest of the ship — from unique specialty restaurants and award-winning shows to a variety of family 

activities, there’s something for everyone. 

Book now and receive up to $300 in Onboard Credit per stateroom on select sailings. Plus enjoy all
of Norwegian’s Free At Sea amenities when you book through your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

LUXURY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.
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 FOOD & SPIRITS 

Boozy Health Boost
Now topping our food pyramid: veggie-based cocktails. 

BARCELONA: The recently 

opened P41 Bar & 

Coctelarium at the Hotel 

Arts Barcelona draws 

inspiration from locations 

along the 41st parallel and 

ingredients from the gar-

den. Among the featured 

produce are beets, which 

bartenders juice and serve 

in a pipette for the gin, 

Aperol, and ginger Blood 

Transfusion. Carrer de la 

Marina 19-21.

LONDON: In Shoreditch, 

Scout serves regional 

drinks and light bites from 

a menu that changes daily, 

depending on the harvest 

gathered by foragers and 

farmers. Consider the 

Purple Carrot, a simple-

sounding yet complex 

blend of purple carrot 

vodka, hemp seed vodka, 

sour carrot juice, and 

licorice liqueur. 93 Great 

Eastern Street; scout.bar.

JAMAICA: Bars at the 46-

room beachfront boutique 

hotel GoldenEye have 

added a slate of root-to-

rocks-glass cocktails, 

made with veggies from 

its Pantrepant Farm. On 

the menu: an arugula-

and-celery cachaça sour, 

and an old fashioned with 

bourbon, radish, and 

lemon. Oracabessa Bay.

NEW YORK CITY: Latin Beet 

Kitchen bills its roster 

of vegetable, fruit, and 

no-added-sugar drinks – 

including the Spanglish 

Rockstar, a rum-spiked 

mix of carrot, orange, and 

thyme juices – as healthy 

cocktails. 43 W. 24th 

Street; latinbeet.com.

NEW ORLEANS: Pickled beet 

juice gives the beet martini 

at Toups’ Meatery its tart 

vibrancy and ruby color. 

845 N. Carrollton Avenue; 

toupsmeatery.com.

SAN FRANCISCO: The kitchen 

runs the bar at chef 

Robin Song’s new Gibson, 

which, naturally, has a 

Gibson menu: Its Garden 

Gibson pairs green-

peppercorn gin and sage 

vermouth with pickled 

cucumbers, while the 

Sea Gibson includes nori, 

liquid kelp, and pickled 

sea beans. Vodka person? 

Go for the Clear Bloody 

Mary made with heirloom 

tomato water. 111 Mason 

Street; gibsonsf.com.

VANCOUVER ISLAND, BRITISH 

COLUMBIA: At Clayoquot 

Wilderness Resort’s newly 

renovated glass Ivanhoe 

Lounge, chef Michael 

Pataran celebrates virtue-

and-vice cocktails such 

as the Marsh Breeze, a 

toasted carrot, carda-

mom, and blood orange 

martini with milkweed 

and smoked rosemary. 

1 Clayoquot.

TOKYO: Cocktails get the 

full culinary treatment at 

Gen Yamamoto, where 

the eponymous barman 

serves four- and six-

drink tasting menus at 

an eight-seat bar in the 

Azabu-Juban district. 

The lineup changes fre-

quently to highlight sea-

sonal ingredients, such 

as quince and sweet po-

tato. Anniversary Building 

1F; genyamamoto.jp.

From left: The beet martini from Toups’ Meatery, Ivanhoe Lounge, P41 Bar & Coctelarium’s Blood Transfusion, 
Gibson’s Clear Bloody Mary, the Purple Carrot from Scout, and Latin Beet Kitchen’s Spanglish Rockstar.

Bartenders have gone to seed, swapping fruity drinks for drier, more complex, and – dare we dream – healthier cocktails that show-

case vegetables such as beets, carrots, squash, corn, and radishes. “We use produce to play up the vegetal notes of spirits and 

amaros, but I see a lot more potential for more dynamic uses,” says beverage director Bryson Downham of Toups’ Meatery in New 

Orleans, who uses pickled beet juice, pumpkin pulp, and poblano pepper juice in drinks. “This is just the tip of the iceberg – the worlds 

of food and drink aren’t all that different.” Here’s to a recommended three to five servings per week.of food and drink aren’t all that different.” Here’s to a recommended three to five servings per week.

From left: The beet martini from Toups’ Meatery, Ivanhoe Lounge, P41 Bar & Coctelarium’s Blood Transfusion, 



Canyon Ranch Tucson - Winner of the Virtuoso Best of the Best Award for Best Wellness Program 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to plan your stay.
2017

Winner – Best Wellness Program

Canyon Ranch Tucson - Winner of the Virtuoso Best of the Best Award for Best Wellness Program 
2017

TUCSON, ARIZONA  |  LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS

set your alarm for the sunrise.
Your intention for gratitude. We’ll inch your soul  

toward something new. With Chefs. Artists. 

Nutritionists. Physicians. Certified deburdeners. 

Licensed listeners. Personalized healers &  

professors of peace. Now health is your wealth. 

Experiences your luxury. Nature your art. Whisk  

away for quality time with number one. And return 

home clearheaded. Rebooted and ready. 

We open doors to you. You.

first there’s youTM



VIRTUOSO LIFE38

(
T

A
C

O
S

)
 R

A
L

P
H

 S
M

IT
H

 S
T

U
D

IO
S
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Trek-Worthy ’Tonk

Oz Squad
 FOOD & SPIRITS 

Simple preparations, frequently sparked by Asian 

spice, are winning Australian chefs acclaim abroad. 

“I fell in love with the food scene in Singapore and wanted to 

be here,” says chef Clayton Wells. He still runs the red-hot 

Automata in Sydney, and last fall introduced Blackwattle, a 

60-seat hit in Singapore’s Chinatown, where dishes such as 

mussels with stracciatella cheese and marigolds demon-

strate his creativity. 97 Amoy Street; blackwattle.com.sg.

In Mexico, Australian chef Paul Bentley oversees restau-

rants in Tulum and Guadalajara, as well as San Miguel de 

Allende’s just-opened Bovine, which shares a historic 

building with a collection of upscale boutiques. The simple 

but hearty menu focuses on beef that’s dry-aged in-house, 

house-made charcuterie, and a seafood bar with oysters, 

clams, and fi sh fl own in from Ensenada. 16 Canal Street; 

bovinerestaurant.com.mx.

This summer in West Hollywood, Strings of Life will 

combine coffee culture with a menu of tartines and 

Vietnamese noodle bowls. The project is a collaboration 

between Aussie-Fijian chef Louis Tikaram and down under 

expats Grant Smillie and David Combes, owners of the 

popular E.P. & L.P. restaurant and lounge in Los Angeles. 

609 West Knoll Drive.

Lovers of down-home Texas honky-tonks who would 
rather pass on f lavorless drafts and greasy hash: Say 

hello to Goodnight Charlie’s. Houston’s latest hot spot 
may be the world’s first gourmet honky-tonk. Master 
sommelier David Keck has kept the live boot-scootin’ 
music and dance f loor of traditional roadhouses, but 
focuses on top-shelf cocktails, with an emphasis on 

bourbon (nearly 40 choices line the back bar) and drinks-
paired tacos starring house-made tortillas. 2531 Kuester 

Street; goodnightcharlies.com.
Clockwise from top left: Blackwattle’s stracciatella cheese with tomatoes, kombu, 
and shellfish oil, and its dining room; Bovine and chef Paul Bentley; and a noodle 

bowl at Strings of Life. Far left: Goodnight Charlie’s hot chicken tacos.

Trek-Worthy ’Tonk

609 West Knoll Drive.



© 2018 MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

GO WHERE
YOU WANT TO

Discover an individualized hotel experience at one of our seven diverse 

brands worldwide. Catering to your unique personal preferences and needs, 

we offer an abundance of the greatest luxury of all: choice.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to learn more or explore our portfolio.

MYSTIQUE, A LUXURY COLLECTION HOTEL, SANTORINI
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Smart tech to keep drinks cold, tunes hot, and your phone juiced – bring on the sun and sand.

ROAD-TRIP READY

 GEAR UP 

1.
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Smart tech to keep drinks cold, tunes hot, and your phone juiced – bring on the sun and sand.

ROAD-TRIP READY



SUN SAVIOR

It might sound like a ploy to sell more sunblock (it is, with a twist): L’Oreal’s new 

UV Sense can save your skin from getting scorched. No bigger than a lady-

bug, the reusable wearable adheres to your fingernail to track UV exposure and 

pairs with an app to ping your phone when it’s time to head for shade or reapply 

sunscreen. Though it’s available only with a dermatologist’s prescription for this 

summer, it will be offered script-free come 2019. laroche-posay.us.

1. Pack for a party with the OtterBox 

Trooper LT 30, which is designed to 

hold 50 12-ounce cans. The soft-sided 

cooler converts into a backpack for 

easy lugging across boardwalks and 

dunes, and comes with a built-in bottle 

opener, water-resistant side pockets 

for stowing sunscreen and necessities, 

a leakproof seal, and insulation that 

keeps ice frozen for up to three days. 

From $299; otterbox.com. 

2. The issues with Amazon Echo Dot, 

Google Home, and other digital assistant 

speakers these days: They aren’t water-

proof, and most of the smaller options 

produce subpar sound. Denon’s Envaya 

Mini DSB 150BT measures roughly 7 x 2 x 

2 inches yet provides great sonic clarity 

and reasonably deep bass. Pair two to 

your phone via Bluetooth, and you’ll get 

true stereo separation (most cordless 

mini speakers don’t offer this feature). 

Best of all, it remains waterproof for up 

to 30 minutes when submerged, is im-

pervious to sand and grit, and keeps the 

beats bumping for 11 hours per charge. 

Built-in microphones allow hands-free 

calling, and an onboard button syncs 

with your phone to access Apple’s Siri. 

iOS only; $149; usa.denon.com. 

3. Goal Zero’s Switch 10 charges its  

battery pack via a solar panel or USB 

input in four hours, then stands ready  

to keep phones, speakers, and other 

electronics going throughout the day.  

The included fan attachment snaps on to 

generate a gentle breeze if there isn’t a 

natural one blowing, and the battery dou-

bles as a wide-angle flashlight for packing 

up after sunset. $130; goalzero.com. 

A thousand feet below, an intensely blue Caribbean Sea dashes against the volcanic Piton Mountains. Faintly scented tropical breezes cool your skin. 

Your private plunge pool beckons. Each offers fine linens, luxurious amenities and four-poster beds made of polished tropical hardwood. And each, 

deliberately without a fourth wall, invites the spectacular sunsets and astonishing views right inside, to be a part of your very private, very special retreat. 

S A I N T  L U C I A ’ s
T 

Ladera Resort is a luxury retreat for couples and adults only. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor



WE TOOK THE WORLD’S BEST BOUTIQUE HOTELS
and made them float.

TM



Our 17 award-winning ships are inspired by the 

destinations they travel in and designed to the 

standards of the world’s finest boutique hotels, 

complete with handcrafted furniture commissioned 

exclusively for Uniworld, custom-made fabrics and 

fixtures created by some of the most esteemed 

design houses in the world, and original artwork 

from the likes of Picasso, Matisse and Degas.

When paired with the most all-inclusive amenities, 

outstanding service and fi ve-star farm-to-table cuisine,

YOUR RIVER CRUISE IS SURE TO BE A MASTERPIECE.
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“Simply superlative. 

Uniworld will be first on the list 

for any future trips.” 

– Connie
European Holiday Markets

“Wonderful trip! Excellent crew and tour 

manager. Beautiful ship, beautiful towns, 

great food! I could go on and on!”

– Marilyn,
Paris & Normandy

“Best company for river cruising. 

Best ships and crew. Looking forward

 to our next cruise.”

– Louis
Burgundy & Provence

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BOOK YOUR UNIWORLD CRUISE AND 

RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES.
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Bon Voyage

In Oslo, Virtuoso Voyages passengers can take  
an exclusive shore excursion to Vigeland Park  
and the Oslo Opera House – capped off with  
a private concert.

Hello, Old Friend 

Clockwise from top left: A Seabourn 
Ovation signature suite; Palm Court, 

a cocktail lounge on Crystal Ravel and 
Crystal Debussy; and the AmaLea. 

Four new ships on the 
scene this summer.

Ready for 
Their Debuts

 Call it a cruise ship, but Seabourn’s new 600-passenger  

Seabourn Ovation – sister ship to the Seabourn  

Encore – feels more like a floating museum, with a 

1,600-piece art collection that’s on display ev-

erywhere from the ship’s all-veranda suites to 

the walls of Thomas Keller’s chophouse-style 

restaurant. Get inspired on a 14-day round-

trip-from-Copenhagen voyage that calls on 

Oslo, Edinburgh, Scotland’s Shetland Is-

lands, and other destinations. Departure:  

August 4; from $6,999.

 In response to demand for shorter river-cruise itinerar-

ies, Crystal Cruises’ new 106-passenger ships, the 

Crystal Debussy and the Crystal Ravel, will sail 

the Rhine, Main, and Danube rivers on several  

seven-day voyages – including a Basel-to-

Amsterdam Rhine cruise on the Debussy. The 

vessels bring the line’s European river ship 

count to five, a rapid expansion that began 

with the Crystal Mozart in 2016. Depar-

tures: Multiple dates, May 3, 2018, through  

November 12, 2019; from $2,720.

 A capital way to take in the Danube: With a glass of riesling in hand from the swim-up bar during an eight-day Vilshofen, 

Germany-to-Budapest cruise on AmaWaterways’ new 156-passenger AmaLea. The wine complements views from 

staterooms too (many of which have balconies), but take a break from tasting before grabbing a loaner bike for a spin 

through the Austrian countryside. Departures: Multiple dates, May 4, 2018, through November 11, 2019; from $2,999.

After 20 years apart, Windstar Cruises is reuniting with the Last Frontier. 

The 212-passenger Star Legend will homeport in Vancouver, British Columbia, 

this summer and explore Alaska on several 11- to 14-day sailings. Itineraries 

capitalize on the small ship’s ability to get close to the state’s most pristine 

natural habitats: On a 12-day Vancouver-to-Anchorage cruise, the ship slips 

through the Inside Passage’s Misty Fiords National Monument and glides 

past glaciers in Kenai Fjords National Park. An onboard crew of naturalists 

and glaciologists lead kayaking, hiking, and photo expeditions. Departures: 

July 24 and August 30; from $3,499.

Have your camera 
ready while cruising 
through Alaska’s Kenai 
Fjords National Park.



OAHU
Halekulani

FROM 
$1574

1

Garden Courtyard View King.
Virtuoso Amenities: 

Complimentary room upgrade, daily buffet 
breakfast for two, $100 resort credit, daily 
newspaper, free local phone calls, internet 
access, welcome amenity upon arrival and 

complimentary admission to Bishop Museum, 
Honolulu Museum of Arts and Iolani Palace.2

MAUI     
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua 

FROM 
$1579

1

Deluxe Room.
Kids 12 & younger stay FREE.

Virtuoso Amenities: 
Complimentary room upgrade and

welcome amenity.2

THE BEST

Hawaii Vacations

sta�  here

ISLAND OF HAWAII 
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel

& Bungalows 

FROM 
$1287

1

Ocean View. Includes 4th night FREE and 
daily buffet breakfast for two PLUS Kids 17

& younger stay FREE.
Virtuoso Amenities: 

Complimentary room upgrade, $100 resort 
credit and early/late check-in/out.2

MAUI
Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort

FROM 
$1479

1

Mauka View King. Includes FREE Wi-Fi.
Virtuoso Amenities: 

Daily breakfast for two at Ka‘ana Kitchen 
and early/late check-in/out.2

1Rate is per person, based on double occupancy, for check-in on 10/11/18, in room category shown.
2Applies to new bookings only. Virtuoso Amenities are subject to change and availability. Certain restrictions apply. Select room categories, age restrictions, minimum length of stay and advance reservations may apply for certain amenities. Please ask for details.

Unless otherwise indicated: rates quoted are accurate at time of publication, & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable 

directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, government taxes, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise 

rates capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to baggage limitations & fees, standby policies & fees, non-refundable tickets & change fees with pre-fl ight notifi cation deadlines, & blackout dates. Fees & policies vary among airlines. Contact airline 

directly for any details or questions. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2018 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!

Ask about complete vacation packages with convenient flights, exciting activities and more!

VACATIONS INCLUDE: 5 nightsÕ accommodation, taxes and more.
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Suite Talk

After a months-long, $25 million 

renovation, the 92-room Rosewood 

Bermuda is back with a new look. In 

addition to refreshed guest rooms 

featuring local art and handcrafted 

decor, the resort updated its Sense 

Spa, added the new Conservatory Bar 

and Lounge, and redesigned its fi ve 

other existing restaurants and bars. 

Upon check-in, ditch your bags and 

head to the revamped Beach Club – a 

few feet away from one of the island’s 

famous pink-sand beaches. Bartend-

ers sling tequila drinks (some of which 

are made with an exclusive Rosewood 

Bermuda Patrón), and the space’s 

natural new look complements a 

casual menu that showcases locally 

caught tuna, yellowtail snapper, and 

rockfi sh. Also on the menu: frosé, our 

favorite way to celebrate summer.  

Doubles from $546, including break-

fast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

Island Time

SWISS FAMILY SPA RETREAT
In homage to the beloved fi ctional Swiss miss Heidi, the 263-room 

Grand Resort Bad Ragaz in Switzerland’s Rhine Valley – the setting of 

author Johanna Spyri’s classic tale – opens a new family spa this spring. 

The indoor play area’s rustic alpine hut, inspired by the home Heidi 

grew up in with her grandfather, houses a thermal swimming pool, 

a baby pool, and a lounge space for parents. Children’s spa services 

include playful “Bling Bling Fingers” manicures and gentle massages. 

Four spacious new family spa suites help extend the pampering to the 

whole clan. Doubles from $598, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa 

credit. Children’s spa services from $90.

COMING SOON: Set on 18 oceanfront acres in southern Vietnam, Anantara Quy Nhon Villas opens in September 

with 26 butler-serviced villas, each featuring its own plunge pool and wine cellar. Check in for holistic healing pro-

grams in a clifftop spa, castaway-style island picnics, and fi shing expeditions. Rates to be announced. 

Wellness for everyone: A 
rendering of Grand Resort 

Bad Ragaz’s new family spa. 

A Rosewood Bermuda guest 
room, inspired by the island’s 

English colonial heritage.



For reservations, call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today. 

Be sure to ask about special Virtuoso-hosted 

sailings and shipboard credits! 

TAHITI  |  FRENCH POLYNESIA  |  FIJI  |  SOUTH PACIFIC

Built to navigate the lagoons of the South Pacifi c, the 

m/s Paul Gauguin off ers the only moving, luxury, all-inclusive, 

“overwater” experience in French Polynesia.

Included Airfare 
from Los Angeles
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Suite Talk

Bibliophiles at Portland, Oregon’s 
331-room Nines hotel will fi nd 

local hiking guides, large-format 
art tomes, and classic novels in 
the 1,000-title library curated 
by employees at nearby Powell’s 
Books, the world’s largest indie 

bookshop. Doubles from $249, 
including breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit. 

When inspiration strikes at 
Japan’s nature-focused Hoshi-

noya Kyoto, guests in the hotel’s 
25 riverside rooms can reach for 
a fubako, an intricate letter box 

that’s full of writing brushes, 
ink, and Japanese paper. Doubles 
from $762, including room-service 

breakfast daily and a private monko 
(incense burning) ceremony.

As a tribute to literary patrons 
past, including Mark Twain, 

Charles Dickens, and Oscar Wilde, 
the 380-room Langham, London 
keeps a manual typewriter in its 

Club Lounge – in a nook unoffi  -
cially known as the “writer’s cor-
ner.” Doubles from $620, including 
a welcome cocktail, breakfast daily, 

and a $100 dining credit.

Guests staying in one of the 14 
specialty suites at the 76-room 

Chatwal, New York City in the 
Theater District have access to a 

red Crosley Radio turntable and a 
vinyl LP collection of Broadway 

soundtracks, from Dear Evan 
Hansen to South Pacifi c. Specialty 

suites from $1,345, including break-
fast daily and a $100 spa credit.

Technology Time-Outs  
Analog amenities at these hotels tempt you to put the iPhone down – at least for a little bit.

♥
At Alaska’s Winterlake Lodge, chef/co-

owner Kirsten Dixon and her daughter Mandy 

showcase the state’s fresh, local bounty. Now, as 

new members of the James Beard Foundation’s 

Smart Catch program, the two have pledged to 

use only sustainable seafood on their menus, 

a practice that helps promote stable fi shing 

stocks and properly preserve marine life 

worldwide. Thanks to ocean-friendly table 

practices at the six-cabin lodge on the 

Iditarod Trail, salmon rillettes, spot shrimp 

pizza, and crab croquettes ensure doing 

good tastes great. Two-day packages from 

$4,370 per person, including air transfers 

from Anchorage, all meals and activities, a 

helicopter excursion, and a $100 hotel credit.

Feel-Good Food

Guests arrive at Winterlake Lodge 
via floatplane from Anchorage. 
Inset: Fresh Alaskan king crab.



HAWAII | OAHU - WAIKIKI

THE ROYAL HAWAIIAN, A LUXURY COLLECTION RESORT 

 

The Royal Hawaiian, a Luxury Collection Resort is a  
haven of luxury and grandeur with unprecedented  
amenities, unrivaled accommodations, and exclusive 
services, providing guests with a luxurious experience. 

• A reduced room rate

V I RT U O S O  E XC LU S I V E

• Full breakfast for two at Surf Lanai
• Upgrade upon arrival, subject to availability
• Early check-in, subject to availability
• Welcome amenity 

5 nights from $1839 per person  
in a Historic Ocean Room
Book now through 12/10/18 for travel through 12/15/18

HAWAII | KAUAI - PRINCEVILLE

THE ST. REGIS PRINCEVILLE RESORT 

 

The St. Regis Princeville Resort is Hawaii’s address 
for life’s celebrations. Guests experience world-class 
golf, outdoor adventures, or rejuvenate mind and 
body in the spa sanctuary.   

• A reduced room rate

V I RT U O S O  E XC LU S I V E

• $100 Dining credit per stay

• Full breakfast for two at Makena Terrace

5 nights from $2649 per person  
in a Premium Ocean View Room
Book now through 12/10/18 for travel through 12/15/18

Offers valid on new bookings only. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon double occupancy, except if expressly noted otherwise. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and 
may be changed or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions 
may also apply. Individual offers may require purchase of Travel Smart Plan or travel waiver. Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Some booking and travel dates may vary. Other promotions and 
departure dates available which may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on the free night offers, where applicable. For those properties 
where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. Classic 
Vacations CST# 2079429-20.     148-0318

Tropical isl apes

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY

P R E F E R R E D



This extraordinary collection of Virtuoso-preferred hotels and resorts  

offers exceptional experiences and exclusive amenities  

you'll only receive through your Virtuoso travel advisor.

THE WORLD’S BEST PLACES TO STAY,
CURATED FOR YOU

BEIJING, CHINA

Beijing  
Hotel NUO  

NAPA (ST. HELENA), CALIFORNIA

Meadowood  
Napa Valley

From its prestigious Chang’an 

Avenue address, this historic 

hotel is just steps away from 

the Forbidden City and 

Tiananmen Square.

Climb the sweeping marble staircase 

and relax in period-styled rooms, 

ensconced in the regal splendor 

of a bygone era. Dine on French, 

Asian, and Western fare prepared 

by award-winning chefs. Receive 10 

percent off Virtuoso rates when you 

book from May 1 to June 30, 2018. 

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One lunch or  

dinner for up to two people per room.

Experience the Napa Valley 

way of life with three-

Michelin-starred dining 

and abundant recreational 

pursuits amidst this  

stunning setting.

In late 2018, Meadowood unveils 

its new pool environs. Revel in the 

outdoors with a game of croquet, 

tennis, golf, or on a scenic hike. Enlist 

the Estate Sommelier to curate visits 

to the Napa Valley’s most celebrated 

wineries. Retreat to the all-suite Spa 

and Relaxation Gardens.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 spa 

credit per stay.

ADVERTISEMENT

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

The Cosmopolitan  
of Las Vegas

This sleek, boutique hotel 

reflects the intrinsic beauty, 

energy, and rich culture of 

downtown Seattle.

Whimsical decor and an 

edgy, urban ambience define 

newly designed guest rooms 

with unrivaled skyline views.

Curated artwork fills this resort  

and casino in the heart of the Strip. 

Enjoy exclusive gaming experiences 

and state-of-the-art technology, 

including a virtual concierge, 

in-room iPads, and Bluetooth 

connectivity. Splash among three 

pools and enjoy a delectable range 

of culinary options.m. 

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 food 

and beverage credit or spa services 

credit per stay.



KADAVU, FIJI

Kokomo Private  
Island Fiji

MONTRÉAL, CANADA

Le Mount  
Stephen

A spectacular seaplane journey 

carries you to this private island 

paradise where luxury service is 

effortless, and where all meals are 

included and inspired by fresh and 

local produce. Nanny and butler 

services are available while you enjoy 

a complimentary spa and diving 

experience amid the unspoiled 

beauty of the Great Astrolabe Reef. 

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES: In-villa Chef's 

barbecue and $100-value resort 

credit to enjoy throughout your stay.

Stay in a Beachfront Villa for 

five nights, but pay for only 

four nights when you book  

by June 1, 2018.

Explore rich Montréal heritage  

alongside a contemporary 

luxury hotel, and discover 

a unique experience which 

leaves inspiration uninhibited.

Immerse yourself in a Renaissance 

architecture mansion blended with a  

modern lifestyle charm. Experience 

the refined hospitality among 

spacious rooms bathed in natural 

lights. Celebrate the old in new 

ways, including classic British cuisine 

spiked with Québecois quirks. 

Indulge yourself with signature 

organic product spa treatment.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value 

hotel credit per stay.

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Loews Hotel 1000,  
Seattle

Steps from the urban city grid, the 

Waterfront district near Pike Place 

Market, and the Seattle Art Museum, 

experience luminous modern 

refinements that pay homage to 

Seattle’s rich history. Relax fireside 

over artisan cocktails at Bell 

Lounge and enjoy Pacific Northwest 

specialties at All Water Seafood & 

Oyster Bar.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 hotel 

credit per stay.

The design and decor of  

this newly reimagined hotel 

draw inspiration from the  

lush surroundings and  

urban city grid.



NAPLES, FLORIDA

LaPlaya Beach  
& Golf Resort

Overlooking Jerusalem’s 

ancient walls, this landmark 

hotel lies in the heart of a  

city steeped in thousands of 

years of history, culture,  

and tradition.Lounge beneath a white cabana beside  

any of four cascading waterfall pools,  

or kayak, paddleboard, or set sail along  

the Gulf. Sink your toes in sugar-white 

sand as you dine by sunset at Baleen. 

Pamper yourself with a $50 credit at 

SpaTerre and enjoy 50 percent off 

golf when you stay between June 1 

and September 30, 2018.

Celebrating 50 years of luxury – 

LaPlaya 50 and fabulous.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100 resort 

credit per stay.

Experience the Southern charm  

of Naples and the energy of 

South Beach at this  

reimagined beachfront resort.

Discover more than 1,250 top hotels and resorts around the world  

where Virtuoso travelers enjoy these exclusive amenities:

ROOM UPGRADE, WHEN AVAILABLE • BREAKFAST FOR TWO DAILY •  

EARLY CHECK-IN AND LATE CHECKOUT, WHEN AVAILABLE •  

COMPLIMENTARY WI-FI • VIRTUOSO AMENITY

TAKE YOUR TRAVEL TO THE NEXT LEVEL

ADVERTISEMENT

Encounter sparkling vistas and 

Caymanian kindness at every 

turn. Wind your way through 

tropical gardens that lead to secret 

sanctuaries and pristine pools. 

Nourish your body with an exclusive 

hammam spa treatment, and savor 

Chef’s counter fine dining.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: $100-value 

food and beverage credit or spa 

services credit per stay.

A new Virtuoso resort,  

and the brand debut for  

Kimpton Hotels internationally,  

the flagship Seafire Resort + Spa  

is your perch 24-feet above  

sea level at this new 

beachside paradise.

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN

Kimpton Seafire Resort + Spa   
Grand Cayman

MUNICH, GERMANY

Hotel  
Bayerischer Hof

Experience the city’s cultural riches 

before returning to your stylish 

accommodations. Enjoy the new 

Axel Vervoordt-designed south and 

north wings. Indulge in a Blue Spa 

treatment, and choose from among 

five restaurants and six bars, including 

Atelier, the only three-Michelin-starred 

restaurant in Munich, and the Night 

Club with live jazz performances.

VIRTUOSO AMENITY: One lunch 

or dinner in the Bavarian restaurant 

Palais Keller.

Nestled within Munich’s 

historic center, this elegant 

nineteenth-century hotel 

offers highly personal service.



Luminae at The Retreat—exclusive 

for Suite Class guests.

Explore the world  
without leaving
your table.

Introducing Celebrity Edge, a revolutionary new ship 

designed to expand every horizon. With globally 

inspired menus designed by a Michelin starred chef, 

Celebrity Edge offers 29 distinct food and beverage 

experiences that stand apart from anything else at sea

Bookings now open. Availability limited.

To learn more, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

©2018 Celebrity Cruises. All images of Celebrity EdgeSM are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice. 
Celebrity Edge and Edge are trademarks of Celebrity Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.
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1.
TORY BURCH

Prism convertible one-piece, $258,

 nordstrom.com

For a chic but rustic break, nothing beats this four-square-mile outpost of 

glam in the Bay of Naples. Capri’s on-the-water assets – the impossibly 

hued Blue Grotto, the dramatic limestone Faraglioni formations off the 

Marina Piccola – rival its onshore attractions: storied sandal-makers, ro-

mantic seaside restaurants, and Dolce & Gabbana-clad vacationers. Raise 

an Aperol spritz to summer the Caprese way at the small and stylish 45-

room Capri Tiberio Palace, a short passeggiata from world-class people-

watching on the Piazzetta. Doubles from $435, including a welcome gift, 

breakfast daily, a $50 dining credit at Terrazza Tiberio, and a $50 spa credit.

Capri Blue
Summer’s always splashy in this corner of the Med. 

Yacht rocks: Capri’s 
coastline and Faraglioni 
sea stacks.

2.
ANNIE COSTELLO BROWN

Skye earrings, $271, 

anniecostellobrown.com

4.
NANNACAY

Corfu woven reed tote, 

$255, bergdorfgoodman.com

Prism convertible one-piece, $258,

 nordstrom.com

ANNIE COSTELLO BROWN

Skye earrings, $271, 

anniecostellobrown.com

ANNIE COSTELLO BROWN

Skye earrings, $271, 

anniecostellobrown.com

NANNACAY

Corfu woven reed tote, 

$255, bergdorfgoodman.com
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$255, bergdorfgoodman.com$255, bergdorfgoodman.com

Capri Blue

3.
LOEFFLER RANDALL 

Stella sandal, $195, 

francesmay.com

Yacht rocks: Capri’s 
coastline and Faraglioni 
sea stacks.



Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to book your Silversea 

voyage today and enjoy exclusive Virtuoso Voyages benefits.

Unlearn Asia,
to discover it again.

LET US TAKE YOU CLOSER

TO THE AUTHENTIC BEAUTY OF THE WORLD.



CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR  

TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Far more in the Far East: All Package Fares are available in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy in a Vista suite and include a bundle composed by Free Roundtrip Economy Class flights, select 
free Shore Excursions, one night Pre and Post and Transfers for the embarking and disembarking phase. Fares are capacity controlled and subject to change at any time without notice. Promotional Free Economy Class and promotional 
Business Class Air rate of US $4,999 roundtrip are offered from select U.S. and Canadian gateways. Promotional air offer is only applicable to specified voyages. Silversea reserves the right to select the air carrier, routing and departure 
airport from each gateway city. Airline baggage fees are not included. This will be available for booking at an additional charge. Free Shore Excursions: Select excursions will be offered on a complimentary basis. Depending on tour 
timing, one free shore excursion may be taken per day. Additional shore excursions are available for purchase; standard cancellation penalties apply. The free shore excursion program is not available to guests on the day of embarkation 
or disembarkation. Capacity is limited on all shore excursions including free shore excursions and guests’ first choice may or may not be available. Silversea reserves the right to cancel any shore excursions including free shore excursions. 
No credit or other compensation will be given if free shore excursions are cancelled or not utilized. All shore excursions including those offered on a complimentary basis are operated by independent operators over whom Silversea has 
no control. Non-U.S. or Canadian guests and all guests not utilizing the promotional bundle offer will receive a non-use credit of USD$2,000/ CAD$2,300 per person. Offer applies to new bookings made between April 1, 2018 and May 31, 
2018. Bookings made before or after the promotional period will not qualify for the savings. Other restrictions apply. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for complete terms and conditions.  NA180375

Get ready to rethink Asia from scratch. Immerse into a completely new perspective; one that brings you closer to the authentic 

beauty of our destinations. It’s a matter of perspective. And our voyages are all about that. Plus, enjoy an exclusive culinary 

exploration of this enchanting continent enhanced by the insider knowledge of the prestigious Peninsula Hotels. Guest 

chefs from The Peninsula Hotels will share their expertise with guests, providing a truly immersive gastronomic and cultural 

experience of the Far East. 

We take care of everything so you don’t have to. Our all-inclusive package includes free roundtrip economy air, hotel 
accommodation, all transfers plus a wide selection of shore excursions in every port.

Asia doesn’t get any closer than this.

THE ASIAN COLLECTION
in partnership with

ECONOMY

ROUNDTRIP

FLIGHTS

1 NIGHT 

PRE  AND 

POST

HOTEL

TRANSFERS

BETWEEN

AIRPORT,

HOTEL AND SHIP

SHORE

EXCURSION

IN EVERY

PORT

FLIGHTS* HOTELS* TRANSFERS* EXCURSIONS*

NEW!
ALL INCLUSIVE

PACKAGE

THE ASIAN COLLECTION
in partnership with



Sailings displayed feature the added value of Virtuoso Voyages. Create wonderful memories 
with other Virtuoso guests and enjoy the following benefits, courtesy of your Virtuoso travel 
advisor: Onboard Host, Welcome Aboard Reception and Custom Curated Shore Experience.
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Hong Kong

Kagoshima

Hiroshima

Shanghai

Nagoya

Osaka Tokyo

ASIA

DAY

1-2 Hong Kong, Hong Kong

3-4 Day At Sea

5-6 Shanghai, China

7 Day At Sea

8 Kagoshima, Japan

9 Day At Sea

10 Hiroshima, Japan

11-12 Osaka, Japan

13 Day At Sea

14 Nagoya, Japan

15-16 Tokyo, Japan

FARES FROM: $7,400

COMPLIMENTARY VIRTUOSO

VOYAGES BENEFITS:

Onboard Host, Welcome Reception,
and Custom Curated Shore Experience  

in Shanghai, China

JAPAN  UNSEEN

Boatman punting along Oi River in the 
fall — a peaceful moment in the Land of the 
Rising Sun

HONG KONG TO TOKYO
Silver Shadow 

OCT 14 , 2018  |  15 DAYS 

VOYAGE 3831

Hong Kong

Hiroshima

Shanghai

Tianjin

Osaka
Tokyo

ASIA

DAY

1 Tokyo, Japan

2 Day At Sea

3-4 Osaka, Japan

5 Hiroshima, Japan

6-7 Day At Sea

8-9 Tianjin (Beijing), China

10 Day At Sea

11-13 Shanghai, China

14 Day At Sea

15-16 Hong Kong, Hong Kong

FARES FROM: $7,400

COMPLIMENTARY VIRTUOSO

VOYAGES BENEFITS:

Onboard Host, Welcome Reception,
and Custom Curated Shore Experience  

in Osaka, Japan

CHINA  UNTOLD

Chinese men using trained cormorants, a 
traditional fishing method

TOKYO TO HONG KONG 
Silver Shadow 

OCT 29 , 2018  |  15 DAYS 

VOYAGE 3832

DAY

1-2 Tokyo, Japan

3-4 Day At Sea

5-7 Shanghai, China

8-9 Day at Sea

10-11 Hong Kong, Hong Kong

12-13 Day at Sea

14-15 Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

16 Day at Sea

17 Singapore, Singapore

FARES FROM: $11,000

COMPLIMENTARY VIRTUOSO

VOYAGES BENEFITS:

Onboard Host, Welcome Reception,
and Custom Curated Shore Experience  

in Hong Kong

TOKYO TO SINGAPORE 
Silver Whisper 

MAR 2 , 2019  |  16 DAYS 

VOYAGE 4905

UNSPOILT  VIETNAM

Night view of busy street in Hoi An, Vietnam. 
Hoi An is the World’s Cultural heritage site, 
famous for mixed cultures and architecture.

WORLD CRUISE CHAPTER 5
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Clockwise from top left: The Grand Palace, rooftop Alfresco 64, Wat 
Pho, Tep Bar, and a fabric shop at Chatuchak Weekend Market.

Bangkok’s New Shine

City to Go

GO FOR With its first Michelin  

guide launched late last year 

and an art biennale debuting in 

October, Bangkok is establish-

ing itself – once again – as a 

capital of cuisine and culture. 

Equal parts chaos and calm, it’s 

an ideal spot to both slow down 

and speed up, a place where 

skyscrapers abut seventeenth-

century temples, bustling 

markets shroud sophisticated 

spas, and gemstones glisten not 

far from the throngs. Beginning 

in July, short bouts of rainfall 

help mitigate the heat and 

ensure extra elbow room for 

those exploring Wat Pho, home 

to the country’s largest collec-

tion of Buddha images, and the 

Grand Palace, where Siam’s 

great kings resided from the 

1780s until the beginning of the 

twentieth century.

EAT Before its impending closure 

in 2020, a visit to Gaggan 

(68/1 Soi Langsuan) is in order. 

Ranked seventh on the World’s 

50 Best Restaurants list, the 

progressive Indian establish-

ment is known for its playful 

tasting menu, which uses 

emoji in lieu of explanations of 

courses. A taco, a pepper, and a 

pig, for example, might translate 

to akami (tuna) tartare, chili 

bonbons, and pork vindaloo.

For traditional Thai food with an 

eco-conscience, head to Bo.lan 

(24 Sukhumvit 53), which serves 

homey stir-fries, salads, and 

coconut curries family-style in 

a romantic teak house. Fans of 

the chef’s zero-carbon-footprint 

cuisine can opt for a hands-on 

cooking class offered on the 

first Thursday of every month.

Emoji menus and lush retreats in the Thai capital.

BY JESSY GREENSMITH  PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRISTOPHER WISE

City to Go
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Sundays, catch horse races at 

the Royal Bangkok Sports Club 

from the hotel’s terrace or one 

of its view rooms. Doubles from 

$250, including breakfast daily 

and one dinner for two.

Tucked on the eastern side 

of the Chao Phraya River, the 

39-room Siam Hotel evokes 

Bangkok’s grandeur under 

the reign of Rama V with lush 

indoor courtyards and exquisite 

antiques. For a slug of cultural 

immersion, guests can take a 

muay Thai boxing class or im-

mortalize their trip with a sacred 

sak yant tattoo. Doubles from 

$600, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 dining credit.  

haggle over celadon ceramics, 

essential oils, and modern art.

Specializing in bespoke pieces, 

S.J. International (125/8 

Sawankhalok Road) is a trusted 

source for sapphires, emeralds, 

and rubies. The family-owned 

jeweler also carries Kavant & 

Sharart, an edgier line designed 

by the owner’s son that’s fa-

vored by Hollywood celebrities 

and European royalty.

STAY In the financial district, 

the sleek 229-room St. Regis 

Bangkok gives travelers easy 

access to the city, with butler 

service and signature Siam 

Marys to boot. On alternating 

best views, in addition to an 

elegant luxury-yacht design and 

rare whisky selections.

For local booze and xylophone 

beats, visit Tep Bar (69-71 Soi 

Rammaitri), an unassuming wa-

tering hole down a Chinatown 

alley. Its herb-infused liquors 

are said to have healing powers. 

Perhaps they cure touring-

weary feet?

SHOP With 15,000 stalls 

stretched across 35 acres, 

Chatuchak Weekend Market 

off Kamphaeng Phet Road is 

not for the claustrophobic – 

but it’s a souvenir gold mine. 

Bring your poker face and 

In the kingdom of pad thai, 

contemporary German fare 

may seem an unlikely bet, but 

Sühring (10 Yen Akat Soi 3), 

with its tranquil gardens, home-

made spätzle, and Berlin-born 

twin chefs, provides respite 

from Bangkok’s buzzing streets 

and spicy bites. Don’t miss the 

Himmel und Erde (Heaven and 

Earth), the brothers’ take on a 

rustic apple, potato, and black 

pudding classic. 

DRINK When rooftop bars are a 

dime a dozen, it’s hard to decide 

where to refuel. Perched 800 

feet above the ground, the 

whisky-only Alfresco 64 (1055 

Silom Road) offers the city’s 

Clockwise from left: Bangkok’s MahaNakhon Tower, smoked  
eggplant salad with egg at Bo.lan restaurant, city  

transport, and S.J. International jewelry finds.

TIP
“Street markets are a great 

way to sample local food. Go 

to stalls frequented by locals: 

A long line usually means the 

fare is tasty and fresh. Try Or 

Tor Kor Market, considered 

the city’s most upscale and 

fresh, and Chinatown at night. 

If you’re more adventurous, 

try Huai Khwang Night Market 

for traditional street food.”

– Tom and Lora Chongruk, 

Virtuoso travel advisors,  

Yokosuka, Japan
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And take a map. Yes, we live in 

a world with GPS and Google. 

But you go off the beaten path, 

you get lost on a country road – 

you might lose service. 

Nature is what interests us. 

Seeing different types of 

animals and birds and land-

scapes, but also the world’s 

great golf courses. 

For wildlife, Botswana is  

definitely the place. The birds 

and the elephants, the leop-

ards and the lions. Then again, 

the penguins in Antarctica are 

pretty amazing. 

We played Pebble Beach on an 

absolutely perfect day. On a 

round at Tralee in Ireland, the 

wind was blowing so hard, we 

thought we’d blow off the cliffs. 

I was lucky enough to have a 

the need to avert misadventure 

by planning with an experienced 

and reputable travel advisor. Both 

now 61 and retired, they explore 

prodigiously, with nary a hiccup, 

thanks to Ottawa-based Virtuoso 

advisor Sheila Gallant-Halloran.   

Our philosophy in travel is  

to always go with a plan, but 

expect the unexpected. Have 

patience, take deep breaths, 

and leave your type A person-

ality at home. 

FTER A CANCELED 

flight on their honey-

moon in Greece 32 

years ago, Anne Toal 

and Paul Brisson of Ontario, 

Canada, were stranded in Corfu 

and missed boarding their cruise 

in Athens. They scrambled to 

change plans and meet up with 

it in Crete. Their ship eventually 

came in, Anne explains, but it 

reinforced with these practical- 

minded travelers – they both 

spent their careers as actuaries –  

Interview
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hole in one at Desert Willow in 

Palm Desert. 

Generally, we give Sheila a list 

of places we want to get to. 

From there, she starts send-

ing ideas, articles, side trips we 

might not know about. She picks 

up on our interests and then fills 

in the blanks with her expertise. 

What we love about cruis-

ing with Lindblad is its small 

groups. You’re on a ship with 

A

Why I Travel
Natural wonders and great golf greens keep Anne Toal and 

Paul Brisson on the go. INTERVIEWED BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Paul Brisson and Anne  
Toal exploring the Amazon  

and (below) Angkor Wat.

“Take a map.
You go off the  
beaten path,  

you get lost on  
a country road –  

you might  
lose service.”



maybe 40 to 150 people rather than 

thousands, the guides are excellent, and, 

depending on the destination, there are 

opportunities to hike, kayak, snorkel, and 

learn photography tips from National Geo-

graphic experts. And it’s casual – Paul isn’t 

into wearing black tie for dinner. 

Wherever we go, we bring home a little cat. 

We have a little green guy from Zambia 

made out of malachite, and a silvery-black 

one from China. In Portugal, we found one 

made of brown pottery. 

We used to lug big, heavy binoculars. Now 

we take the Nikon Travelite. They’re power-

ful, waterproof, and fit in a jacket pocket. 

 A safari favorite, Botswana.

WHERE NEXT? 
There’s quite a list: Madagascar. South Amer-

ica. We’d like to go to the Canadian Arctic and 

Norway. I’d return to Antarctica. We’ve done 

safaris in South Africa, but didn’t golf. Oh, and 

Australia is high on the list.  

The joy of discovering someplace new.

Our small ship cruises showcase the best of land by sea, charting a course for hidden harbors and ports perfectly sized for intimate shore excursions with as 

few as 40 guests or less than 300 aboard. In 2019 that includes arctic adventures in Norway and Alaska, two cultural voyages that discover Scottish traditions 

in the outer islands and life along America’s Great Lakes, plus the brand new Ponant Explorer Series ships, each designed to discover someplace new.

SMALL SHIP CRUISING  

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS

For more information on our 2019 Small Ship Cruises please contact your preferred Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
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On the Table

Great 
Danish

Never mind Noma – there’s a whole new crop of stellar dining in Copenhagen.

BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS  PHOTOGRAPHY BY ULF SVANE

At 108, romaine salad 
with marigold.

At 108, romaine salad 
with marigold.
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HE NOTION OF COPENHAGEN AS 

a culinary hot spot is so calcified in 

the collective consciousness that 

it’s hard to recall a time when the 

city’s restaurant scene wasn’t entwined 

with the groundbreaking, foraged fine din-

ing of Noma. 

The city’s current on-the-plate renais-

sance is often credited to the famed restau-

rant, which ushered New Nordic cuisine 

into the global lexicon, presided atop the 

World’s 50 Best Restaurants list for four 

years between 2010 and 2015, and propelled 

chef René Redzepi to food-world stardom. 

But securing a reservation at Noma’s new-

est incarnation, an urban farm and 40-seat 

dining room that opened in February, is 

nearly impossible: The wait list runs several 

thousand deep.

Luckily, visitors looking to eat well in 

Denmark’s handsome capital have plenty of 

alternatives. As talented alumni of Redze-

pi’s kitchen fan out across the city with their 

own passion projects, the local scene grows 

increasingly diverse – a smorgasbord of fla-

vors old and new, from classic smørrebrød 

and avant-garde Nordic to craft beer and 

modern Mexican.

108: Those craving a meal constructed on the 

New Nordic pillars of foraging and ferment-

ing should book a table at Noma’s so-called 

little sibling restaurant. In a soaring new 

space, 108 serves à la carte menus of similarly 

exquisite, innovative cuisine, such as Norwe-

gian king crab with white currants and sea-

weed or a beautiful salad of foraged herbs and 

edible flowers. Strandgade 108; 108.dk.

RESTAURANT BARR: Next door to 108, Res-

taurant Barr now occupies Noma’s former 

wood-paneled dining room, which has been 

transformed into an haute gastropub offer-

ing farmhouse ales and waffles with lump-

fish roe. Strandgade 93; restaurantbarr.com.

DEN VANDRETTE VINBAR: “In the last ten years, 

it’s just gone through the roof,” says Anders 

Duedam, a Copenhagen native and former 

chef who runs this cozy wine bar, of the city’s 

restaurant boom. “It’s totally crazy; some-

thing new opens every day.” In fact, even 

this unassuming cellar-level space boasts a 

new head chef, Alexander Cummings, with 

T

Contact your Virtuoso travel 

advisor to learn more.

The Ultimate in Luxury 
Available this Summer

Debuting June 1, 2018, the Gansevoort Turks + Caicos Villas  

represent a new way to experience luxury island living. Each of  

the six exquisite oceanfront residences features modern indoor-outdoor  

architecture, two private pools and an over the water 

 swim platform, plus access to all of the resort’s signature amenities.

Contact your preferred Virtuoso travel advisor to reserve
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featuring habanero oysters, soft-shell-

crab tacos, smoked-salmon tostadas, and  

chocolate-licorice paletas. “I wanted to have 

the space to be able to host people for more 

of a dining experience with items that are 

more than tacos,” Sanchez says. Istedgade 60;  

lovesanchez.com.

BÆST: What does Rosio Sanchez herself rec-

ommend? Sunday dinner at this locavore 

Italian pizzeria from Michelin-starred chef 

and fellow Noma alumnus Christian Puglisi. 

Warmed by a blazing pizza oven imported 

from Naples, the rustic Nørrebro restaurant 

delivers platters of raw-milk burrata with 

Sancerre to pour for their thirsty friends,” 

Sune Rosforth says. Sortedam Dossering 45A; 

restaurantkaptajn.dk. 

SANCHEZ: Ask local chefs for a dining rec-

ommendation and they’ll often point to 

the full-service establishment of Rosio 

Sanchez. She was the pastry chef at Noma  

before striking out on her own in 2015, open-

ing her takeaway taqueria, Hija de Sanchez, 

at the popular food market Torvehallerne. 

A small location in the city’s meatpacking 

district followed in 2016. And in December 

2017, the Mexican American chef debuted 

Sanchez, with five-course tasting menus 

Noma on his résumé. Meanwhile, Duedam 

oversees the bar’s superb selection of natu-

ral wines, and Sune Rosforth, the influential 

wine importer of Rosforth & Rosforth, is an 

owner. Havnegade 53A, kld.; denvandrette.dk.

KAPTAJN: One of Copenhagen’s newest spots 

for natural wine opened in February as a 

spacious big brother to the lauded wine 

bar Ancestrale. On the menu, biodynamic 

and organic varietals are paired with hand-

dived Norwegian scallops and plates of 

bleak-fish roe with crème fraîche and po-

tato chips. “For their opening, they had a 

full barrel of wine from Sébastien Riffault in 

On the Table

Clockwise from left: Copenhagen harbor traffic, Kaptajn’s squid with dill and gooseberry, Apollo Bar head chef Riccardo Giraldo, and Brus.
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house-made charcuterie, and wood-fired 

pizzas draped with silky slices of mortadel-

la. Guldbergsgade 29; baest.dk.

APOLLO BAR & KANTINE: Elevating the city’s 

brunch options, this new restaurant at 

contemporary art exhibition space Kunst- 

hal Charlottenborg is the latest hit from 

chef Frederik Bille Brahe, a fashion-crowd 

favorite with a penchant for Instagramma-

ble plates, including a luscious blueberry- 

ricotta toast, and picture-perfect locales, 

such as his trendy Café Atelier September. 

Charlottenborg, Nyhavn 2; apollobar.dk.

BRUS: Even local craft breweries bolster 

Copenhagen’s culinary credentials. Most 

impressive may be this sprawling, Scandi-

chic brewpub opened in 2016 by the award-

winning brewery To Øl. Instead of pub 

grub, the beer bar serves fermented fries 

and Szechuan-spiced ribs to pair with a 

sour ale, hazy IPA, or cocktails with house-

made tonic water. “With Brus we have the 

opportunity to brew super-small batches, 

experiment a lot, follow the brewing pro-

cesses closely, and, most importantly, serve 

super-fresh beers to the crowd,” says Louise 

Norup Hellener of To Øl, who directs craft 

beer connoisseurs to Mikkeller & Friends, 

Warpigs, Himmeriget, or the Dispensary 

for more great local brews. Guldbergsgade 

29F; tapperietbrus.dk.

RESTAURANT PALÆGADE: On weekdays the din-

ing room at Palægade fills with lunching 

colleagues and multigenerational families, 

all tended to by the restaurant’s gregarious, 

ginger-haired proprietor, Simon Olesen. 

“We want to carry on the tradition of the 

old-fashioned smørrebrød,” says Olesen, 

a sommelier and former general manager 

of Restaurant Schønnemann, a well-re-

spected address for the classic open-faced 

Danish sandwich since 1877. Opened in 

2016, Palægade doesn’t yet have the his-

tory to justify a traditional smørrebrød es-

tablishment’s portrait of the queen on the 

wall, Olesen jokes, but the stylish, modern 

restaurant still nods to tradition, with an-

ise-scented aquavit accompanying classic 

smørrebrød variations – pickled herring, 

house-smoked salmon, creamy chicken sal-

ad – composed of fresh seafood and meat, 

On the Table

Clockwise from top left: Den Vandrette refreshments; Palægade’s turbot with beef, peas, 
parsley, and fried onion; something brewing at Brus; and Bæst’s star attraction.  

Opposite: A freewheeling Copenhagen summer scene.
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and organic produce. “It’s not only a place 

to eat; it’s a place to be nerdy about food 

and wine,” Olesen says. Which is also an apt 

description of present-day Copenhagen, a 

gastronomic paradise that shows no signs 

of slowing down. Palægade 8; palaegade.dk.   

STAY  Not only does 

the 92-room Hotel 

d’Angleterre have 

the only indoor pool 

in inner Copenha-

gen, but it also hous-

es a Champagne 

bar, Balthazar, where 

guests can raise 

by-the-glass flutes 

of 13 different types 

of bubbly, from Krug 

to Dom Pérignon. 

Doubles from $650, 

including breakfast 

daily and a $100 

dining credit. 

Just 38 rooms fill 

the Nimb Hotel, 

an Arabian-cum-

Scandinavian-style 

confection – com-

plete with minarets 

and tasteful Danish 

decor – overlooking 

the Tivoli Gardens. 

The hotel also oper-

ates several dining 

venues, including 

Fru Nimb, dedicated 

to traditional smør-

rebrød sandwiches, 

and Cakenhagen, 

for Champagne and 

Danish-French pas-

tries. Doubles from 

$980, including 

a welcome drink, 

breakfast daily,  

and a hygge book 

and gift.  

Where to sleep in Copenhagen. 

SWEET (AND SAVORY) DREAMS

Contact your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor for details

Contact your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor for details

The TRAVEL+LEISURE

Nine-Time Winner

The TRAVEL+LEISURE

Nine-Time Winner

 Luxury, breathtaking surroundings, unsurpassed 
service. Whether dining like royalty in India or 
overnighting in Africa’s most sumptuous lodges 

and tented camps it’s clear at every turn…

… it’s different in Micato’s Africa (and India)

¨

2017 VIRTUOSO
®

Best VAST Partner

WINNER
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Dapper in the UK: 
Rosewood London’s 

Michael Bonsor.

All Dressed Up, 
Everywhere to Go 
Three fashionable hoteliers on how 

to shop their cities like a local. 

BY BROOKE PORTER KATZ  

HANCES ARE, YOU’VE NEVER WALKED INTO A FIVE-STAR  

hotel to find the owner or general manager – or anyone on staff, 

really – looking anything less than polished. The world’s sleek-

est hotels have some of the most fashionable men and women 

at their helms, who serve as ambassadors for the stylish digs that lie 

beyond. We called on three impeccably dressed hoteliers in three  

fashion-forward cities – London, Milan, and New York – for their  

insight on where to browse, what to buy, and how to pack for a visit. 

Here’s a look inside their little black books.

C



FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL 

YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

PRECIOUS  
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Rosewood London

MICHAEL BONSOR, MANAGING DIRECTOR

You won’t catch Bonsor in a tracksuit, even  

on his days off. As he puts it: “I don’t dress 

down very well.” The sharply dressed Scots-

man – whose style icons include Tom Ford 

and actor Eddie Redmayne – previously 

held posts at the Four Seasons Hotel New 

York and Claridge’s before opening the 306-

room Rosewood London in 2013. 

Go Big: “The idea of visiting a department 

store is actually quite daunting for me, but 

I find there’s a lot I can learn at Selfridges 

and Harrods. I’ll wander around to see how 

items are styled and presented, then take 

that back to the hotel. I do occasionally buy 

something – my last purchase was an Alex-

ander McQueen shirt from Selfridges.”

Favorite Boutiques: “Browns in Mayfair 

has a huge array of designers from around 

the world. Dover Street Market in Saint 

James’s is super cool – it carries Comme des 

Garçons and other eclectic brands for men 

who want to take a bit more risk.” 

Airplane Uniform: “I typically wear all 

black or dark jeans with a T-shirt and sweat-

er. I still want air travel to be somewhat 

windy conditions in the afternoon. I rec-

ommend layers; if it looks like rain, pack a 

small umbrella. Generally, though, London 

is warmer than you might think. And the 

best way to see the city is to walk, so super- 

comfortable shoes are essential. ”

Home Goods: “Timothy Oulton makes 

furniture out of leather and reclaimed ma-

terials such as old fishing vessels. I have two 

chairs inspired by saddles that incorporate 

real stirrups into the design.” 

Dream Purchase: “It always comes down to 

watches. Should I pay my mortgage, or should 

I get a watch? I would love one from Patek 

Philippe, which has a boutique on Bond 

Street – an area home to many jewelers.”

London Style Pro Tip: “Some people here 

get excited when the sun comes out, and 

you’ll see them wearing shorts even when 

it’s not quite warm enough. I think it looks 

silly. Leave those for the Caribbean.”

Palazzo Parigi, Milan

PAOLA GIAMBELLI, OWNER

This glamorous architect and owner of   

Palazzo Parigi – an 88-room jewel housed 

in a seventeenth-century building, with  

glamorous, so I dress smart yet comfort-

able. I always carry on Bang & Olufsen 

noise-canceling headphones and a hydrat-

ing cream from SkinCeuticals.”

Classic Souvenir: “A Burberry trench. It’s 

incredible to see all the colors and styles at 

the flagship store on Regent Street. They’re 

all made by hand and lightweight – you can 

throw one in a carry-on without feeling like 

you’re lugging around a huge coat.”

Suit Up: “I have two go-to shops for suits. 

Gieves & Hawkes, at No. 1 Savile Row, has 

been around since the 1770s, so they re-

ally know what they’re doing. Everything 

is beautifully tailored. The other brand I 

love is Hackett. They make lovely yet hard-

wearing and durable suits – which is exactly 

what I need because I don’t have a desk job. 

Some days I’m running up and down stairs, 

carrying stuff, or packing things.”

Off-Duty Style: “Always Prada jeans. On 

top, some kind of sweater or shirt from Bel-

staff. And Lanvin does comfortable, cool 

trainers that are more formal looking.”

Packing Tips: “A typical London day brings 

sunshine in the morning and a bit of wet and 

Comme des Garçons at London’s  
Dover Street Market and (right)  

Palazzo Parigi owner Paola Giambelli.



 Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands

MORE ASIA.  

MORE MEMORIES. 

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today.

Asia is one of the most wondrous parts of the world. And 

Holland America Line takes you there on a journey that’s just 

as special. With exclusive pre-cruise Signature Experiences 

and carefully crafted itineraries, like our Far East Discovery 

cruise that takes you to five countries, we make it easier to 

experience more of Asia’s rich history and vibrant modern 

cities. All while enjoying the classic style and comfort you’ll 

only find on Holland America Line. Because a timeless 

journey is one that stays with you forever.
G O L D

O V E R A L L  P R E M I U M  S H I P 
W E S T E R D A M

2 0 1 7  T R A V E L  W E E K L Y

M A G E L L A N  A W A R D S

PREFERRED CRUISE LINE
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presided over NYC’s 152-room Mark, a 

popular retreat for the A-listers attending 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s annual 

Met Gala. He played a key role in the recent 

launch of Le Shop, an online boutique with 

items made exclusively for The Mark, from 

Frédéric Malle candles to Lingua Franca 

cashmere sweaters.

Top Shops: “The Armoury in Tribeca is 

the only U.S. outpost of this Hong Kong-

based men’s haberdashery. It’s where I buy  

below 75 degrees. My suggestion is to wear 

something light and comfortable to enjoy 

your walk around the city, but pack a sweat-

er for the evening breeze.” 

Trim and Proper: “For my male friends, I 

always recommend a visit to Antica Barbie-

ria Colla. It’s the most famous barbershop 

in Milan and has been open since 1904.”

What a Gem: “I’m always looking for rare 

jewelry to add a unique touch. Damiani and 

Gioielleria Pederzani are two of the oldest 

stores in town and have some of the most 

precious and inimitable pieces.”

Outside the Palazzo: “My passion for work 

absorbs most of my time, but when I’m off 

duty, ‘elegance’ and ‘comfort’ are two words 

that come to mind. That means stretch 

trousers, a cashmere sweater in the cooler 

months, and a pair of Hermès on my feet.” 

How to Dress Like a Local: “Wear flat 

shoes, natural colors, and light makeup dur-

ing the day, and high heels, elegant dresses, 

and jewels in the evening. As far as what to 

avoid, skip the Panama hats, leather pants, 

and short skirts with high heels.” 

The Mark, New York City

OLIVIER LORDONNOIS, GENERAL MANAGER

Since 2011, French-born Lordonnois has  

interior design by the renowned Pierre-Yves 

Rochon – loves her home city for its dedica-

tion to culture, fashion, and design. It is the 

birthplace of Prada, Dolce & Gabbana, and 

Armani, after all.

Neighborhood Spree: “Quadrilatero del-

la Moda in the Centro Storico district is a 

well-known area for shopping, especially Via 

Montenapoleone and Via della Spiga, where 

you’ll find high-quality brands such as  

Gucci and Giorgio Armani. It’s really hard 

to walk by and not fall in love with some of 

the clothing – they’re like pieces of art.”

Happy Feet: “Whether I have a busy day 

ahead or I’m going to the theater or a special 

event, I always turn to Hermès or Roger 

Vivier for shoes. They blend fashion, quali-

ty, and comfort well. I also can’t forget about 

the modern touch and elegance of Prada.”

Treasure Hunt: “In the Brera district,  

Cavalli e Nastri is a must-visit for vintage 

lovers. From clothing to cutlery, every-

thing in their collection is beautiful – and 

a throwback through time and style. And 

don’t miss Robertaebasta, a contempo-

rary art gallery that’s also in Brera.” 

Seasonal Style: “Summertime in Milan can 

be really warm, and many hotels, boutiques, 

and bars do not set their air-conditioning 

The Mark’s 
Olivier Lordonnois.
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Window-shopping in Milan’s 
Quadrilatero della Moda  
and (right) Todd Snyder’s 
NYC flagship.

The Mark’s 
Olivier Lordonnois.
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fantastic suits from Japanese brand Ring 

Jacket and shoes from Carmina, which are 

handmade in Mallorca. In SoHo, London 

clothier Drake’s is a favorite. Their prod-

ucts perfectly marry the sense of tailoring 

and casual luxury I always strive to achieve.”

Head Straight to: “Madison Avenue, of 

course! It really has the best of absolutely 

everything, yet it remains quaint and pic-

turesque. At Barneys New York, I recently 

bought a flannel shirt from French brand 

Cifonelli. The street is also home to John 

Lobb, one of my favorite brands for shoes. 

Our butlers at The Mark are John Lobb- 

certified shoe polishers.”

Local Designer Love: “Todd Snyder per-

fectly captures New York cool. His boutique, 

located off Madison Square Park, is also  

home to a barbershop and a bar. I shop there 

for casual menswear.” 

Style Icon: “Gianni Agnelli, the head of Fiat 

until 1996. He had such a strong European 

sensibility, with an effortless elegance that 

always reminded me of my grandfather.” 

Seasonal Style: “Summer in the city can 

get very hot. I recommend a great pair of tai-

lored shorts or linen pants to stay comfort-

able but also stylish. A light sweater is good 

to bring along, as restaurants and museums 

keep the air-conditioning going strong.” 

Packing Advice: “My golden rule is to 

never check any luggage. I usually pack one 

suit and one jacket, plus a shirt for every 

day I’m away.”  

“My golden rule 
is to never check 

any luggage. 
I usually pack one 

suit and one jacket, 
plus a shirt for  

every day I’m away.” 
- OLIVIER LORDONNOIS

Andaz Maui at Wailea Resort is redefining luxury with a

non-traditional approach. Offering 301 guest rooms and 

suites, including 11 villas; Andaz Maui is your home away 

from home.

5TH NIGHT FREE PROMOTION:

Guests enjoy every 5th night free on stays now - December 

20, 2018. Inclusive of full Virtuoso amenities. Available on 

all standard guest rooms, suites, and luxury villas.

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES INCLUDE:

$100 spa treatment in Awili Salon and Spa

Daily Breakfast Expereince for 2 in Ka’ana Kitchen

Early check-in, late checkout and upgrade based on 

availability.

LUXURY  MADE 

PERSONAL 

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your stay
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Bavaria adventure, clockwise 
from top left: The Garmisch-
Partenkirchen countryside, 

scaling the Alpspitze Ferrata, 
and a local resident soaks up 

the sun in GaPa.

From the biergartens to the Alps, fresh air infuses southern Germany’s 

summertime diversions. BY TED ALAN STEDMAN 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY AMY CASSELL   PHOTOGRAPHY BY FREDERIK VAN DEN BERG

Munich, Elevated

UNICH’S ENDURING TRADI-

tions come to a frothy head 

each September and October 

when 6 million revelers raise 

their steins and shout “Prost!” during 

the city’s famed Oktoberfest. But in this 

gateway to the Bavarian Alps, which lie 30 

miles to the south, outdoor pursuits keep 

spirits high year-round. In summer, warm 

weather means bicyclists pedaling through 

lively parks, hikers exploring quiet alpine 

villages, and climbers heading out to scale 

some of the world’s most scenic via ferrata 

(Italian for “iron way”) routes. 

     On a recent trip, Munich’s duality became 

my playbook: Biergartens, museums, and 

the city’s other popular activities shared 

equal billing with romps in the Alps that lit-

erally elevated my Bavaria experience – to 

9,000-plus feet.

 

ROCKS THIS WAY

An hour’s drive south of Munich (or an 

80-minute train ride), rolling foothills yield 

to the soaring Wetterstein Range and Ba-

varia’s most beloved resort community, 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen, or GaPa. These 

sister cities merged the year before the 1936 

M



Olympic Winter Games were held there, 

and wherever you are in them, the 9,718-

foot Zugspitze and 8,622-foot Alpspitze 

mountains – Germany’s highest and eighth- 

highest peaks, respectively – dominate the 

view with their striking pyramid shapes. 

With my guide – arranged through 

Unique Germany, a Virtuoso on-site tour 

connection in the country – and our climb-

ing gear, my goal was to go vertical on the 

Alpspitze Ferrata. It’s one of at least 21 via 

ferrata climbing routes in the region, rigged 

with steel cables, pegs, fixed anchors, and 

ladders. The system is popular throughout 

the Alps and enables mere mortals to climb 

dramatic, steep routes that would other-

wise be impossible without advanced expe-

rience using ropes and belays. Once you’re 

roped in, if you do slip, your climbing har-

ness quickly arrests your fall.

After the steep ride up to the Oster-

felderkopf cable car landing, we clipped 

our carabiners on and began climbing the 

2,000 feet that separated us from the cloud- 

enveloped summit. It takes most climbers A bucolic scene in the Zugspitze foothills and (right) cheese at Munich’s Viktualienmarkt.

TIP
“Those who aren’t keen on beer can still enjoy Munich’s biergartens.  

Order a Radler – an equal mix of blond lager and lemonade – or a glass of German 

grüner veltliner or riesling.”

– Gabriel D. Doucet Donida, Virtuoso agency executive, Munich

WELCOME TO THE HOTEL YOU 

ALWAYS HOPED TO FIND
Where contemporary style meets classic character

for the ultimate in five star hotel luxury.

CARLOS PLACE, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W1K 2AL

For reservations please contact your Virtuoso professional.
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a vintage experience, catch the Eckbauer 

Mountain cable car, which winds 4,100 feet 

up from GaPa’s Ski Stadium; at the top, a 

trail leads you to the nearby alpine village 

of Wamberg. The two-passenger, open-air 

gondolas have been in action since 1956, 

and, in true German fashion, riders can 

board with a stein, sausage, and pretzel in 

tow for the 15-minute ride. 

Back down at the Ski Stadium, it’s an 

80-minute round-trip trek to the Partnach 

Gorge, a 262-foot-deep crevasse created 

by the Partnach River. A well-trodden trail 

snakes along its bank, past waterfalls and 

through misty limestone corridors. Tra-

versing this gorge used to be hazardous, but 

somewhere around four hours to reach 

the top, but a few hours into our trek, the 

clouds grew menacing, and eventually, 

sleet began to pelt us like buckshot. My 

guide made the call to retreat just as we 

were within striking distance of the sum-

mit. Despite our abbreviated attempt,  

Alpspitze was an exhilarating climb.

GET LIFTED

If your alpine-adventure preference leans 

more toward admiring the views than scal-

ing the steeps, hop a gondola. The sleek, 

glass-enclosed cable cars at Zugspitze de-

buted last December, shuttling 120 pas-

sengers per cabin to its glacier peak. For 

Clockwise from top left: Valley views 
from the Alpspitzbahn cable car, a 
Bavarian meat plate with a side of 
spätzle at Gasthaus zur Schranne, the 
mountaintop Berggasthof Eckbauer 
restaurant, and Partnach Gorge. 

GO  Your travel advisor can work 

with one of Virtuoso’s on-site tour 

connections, Unique Germany, to 

arrange mountaineering and walking 

tours like those in the story. 

Time in Munich and a visit to 

Neuschwanstein Castle in the 

Bavarian Alps are highlights of 

Insight Vacations’ 13-day Germany, 

Switzerland, Austria, and Italy group 

trip. Austrian strolls and a Swiss Alps 

cable car ride complement palace 

tours in Vienna and a grand dinner on 

Switzerland’s Mount Stanserhorn. 

Departures: Multiple dates, May 4 

through October 5; from $3,538.   

STAY  Locals rendezvous at the 

English-inspired Jahreszeiten Bar 

beside the lobby of Hotel Vier 

Jahreszeiten Kempinski. Upstairs, 

306 guest rooms showcase mural-

size artworks, and post-treatment 

relaxation comes with city views at 

the rooftop spa. Doubles from $424, 

including an upgrade (if available) at 

time of booking, breakfast daily, and 

a $100 hotel credit. 

Housed in the city’s former Bavar-

ian Royal Post Office, the Sofitel 

Munich Bayerpost’s 396 contem-

porary guest rooms introduce a 

modern flair beyond the building’s 

neoclassical exterior. The cuisine 

at Délice La Brasserie celebrates 

France, but a classic German 

breakfast stars at Schwarz & Weiz. 

Doubles from $383, including break-

fast daily and a $100 dining credit. 

SUMMITS AND SLEEPS 
Plan your outdoor  

adventure in Munich. 



picnic tables, beers sloshing, as oompah 

music sounded in the background and a 

wedding party gathered nearby. Cyclists 

and joggers swept past in a soft breeze that 

carried the aroma of bratwurst. I toasted to 

cold beer and fresh air – a proper conclusion 

to my Bavarian exploration. Prost!  

park’s beer garden, as my guide explained 

why traditional German biergartens pro-

mote a bring-your-own-food policy: To  

protect local restaurants, Bavarian beer 

makers weren’t always allowed to sell food, 

though many now do today.

Hundreds of Münchners sat at rows of 

these days an iron bridge lets walkers easily 

cross high above the rapids. 

URBAN TREKS

You don’t have to leave Munich to log some 

serious miles. On one of my last days there, 

Unique Germany set me up with a local 

guide for a few hours of foraging on foot. 

We marveled at dozens of architectural 

gems showcasing the bold neoclassical 

Greek and Roman architecture adored by 

Bavaria’s King Ludwig I, then headed to 

the open-air Viktualienmarkt in the city 

center. Surveying the bounty of gleaming 

apples, bins of wild mushrooms, sausages, 

cold-smoked salmon, pickled haddock, 

venison, 200-pound cheese wheels – and, 

of course, beer – we stuffed our daypacks 

and set off for what my guide promised was 

a true Munich tradition.

An hour and a few miles on foot later, 

we arrived at the leafy English Garden, a 

sprawling Munich centerpiece larger than 

Central Park. We settled in for a feast at 

Chinesischer Turm (Chinese Tower), the 

Biergarten gatherings at Chinesischer Turm 
in Munich’s English Garden and (right) beer delivery, Bavaria-style.

H O W  D O  Y O U  L I K E Y O U R L U X U R Y ?
EFFORTLESS? OR BRILLIANTLY UNCONVENTIONAL?

The refined sophistication of The Palms on Grace Bay Beach, consistently honored by travel publications

for its sense of elegance and easy atmosphere. The savvy chic of The Shore Club, the stunning new game-

changer on Long Bay Beach. Where whimsy rules and magic awaits around every corner. Each with a style

and a vibe all its own. Both singular destinations, part of the Hartling Group’s stellar portfolio of luxury resorts

which also includes The Villas at The Shore Club. Your call. THE COOL SIDE OF CLASSIC WRITE YOUR STORY HERE

THE SHORE CLUB

THE VILLAS 

AT THE SHORE CLUBTHE SHORE CLUB

THE PALMS THE PALMS

The sumptuous Villas at The Shore Club are
now open and ready to receive guests.



VIRTUOSO LIFE78

Well Traveled

Poolside bliss:  
Massages at one of 

Banyan Tree Phuket’s 
Spa Sanctuary villas.

Thailand 
Says Relax  
The overachiever’s guide to slowing down 

on a tropical spa retreat.  

BY AMY CASSELL

HE BEAUTY OF TRAVEL OFTEN LIES IN THE REALIZATIONS  

that come with miles logged. We discover things about our-

selves that we wouldn’t learn at home. 

My latest epiphany: I’ll never be a type A wellness seeker. 

The setting for this revelation is Phuket, the 222-square-mile island 

(Thailand’s largest) beloved by partyers and peace seekers alike. Beyond 

its rowdy beach bars and sacred Buddhist temples, there’s no shortage of 

T



Enrich your travel experience and surround yourself in 

expertly curated ar t, meaningful design and the finest 

in local culinary expression. Discover rare and tailored 

experiences at 40 exquisite Park Hyatt hotels and 

resor ts worldwide.

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR 

VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Hyatt® and Park Hyatt® and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates. © 2018 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.

Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe Harbour

Park Hyatt Sydney
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off to my first session, the private posture 

alignment. A trainer assesses my spinal 

health and declares it OK, with the excep-

tion of my slightly rounded shoulders, a 

trait my mom will also gladly point out. 

She spends the next 45 minutes guiding me 

through exercises I can do at home to help. 

At the end, I ask her if I passed or failed, and 

she laughs without answering. I rush past 

the pool area and on to my stretch session in 

the gym, wondering why three other guests 

are in here when it’s so nice outside. But I’m 

also one of these people. 

The next morning, I head to Bang Tao 

Beach – a public stretch of sand across a two-

lane street from Banyan Tree – for a guided 

meditation session, during which I struggle 

to disconnect while simultaneously mas-

tering proper abdominal breathing. Then 

it’s cooking class at the Watercourt restau-

rant overlooking the resort’s lagoon, where 

I’m certain the chef notices my poor knife 

skills, and I accidentally get a bit of red chili 

in my eye. A woman breezes by outside on 

her loaner bike, surely headed for the beach.  

I miss my villa. 

My restorative getaway is stressing me 

out. I’m falling into the same habit I’ve come 

here to take a break from: overcommitting 

myself in an attempt to do it all. Sure, every-

one has their own speed on these types of 

Stretch – a nice way to ease into my stay – 

plus Posture Alignment and a Hearty 

Recipes cooking class. I tell her Ocean 

Breath sounds interesting too. Oh, and 

Thai Boxing Basics. And what is Conscious 

Grounding? I collect my feel-good, self- 

improvement experiences with abandon. If 

this is mindfulness academy, I’m gunning 

for “most likely to succeed.”  

There’s no time for pool or tub before I’m 

gorgeous retreats, tucked into lushly land-

scaped coastal complexes with open-air 

yoga pavilions, juice bars, and pristine sun-

set perches. One of the originals is Banyan 

Tree Phuket, a 175-villa escape opened in 

1994 on the island’s quiet northwest coast. 

I’m excited to try the resort’s new Sanc-

tuary Wellbeing program, available to 

guests staying in the Spa Sanctuary, a se-

rene hideout away from the main resort, 

comprising 12 spacious villas with over-

size private plunge pools, steam showers, 

and “floating” bedrooms surrounded by 

lotus ponds. Guests work with one of Ban-

yan Tree’s well-being consultants to create 

their own personalized retreats, consist-

ing of fitness classes, healthy-living work-

shops, and mindful, distinctive-to-Phuket 

experiences – plus daily Thai massages.  

My consultant, Elizabeth, arrives as I’m 

settling into my villa, wandering around 

in a blissful, jet-lag-induced haze, decid-

ing whether my first float should be in the 

pool or the showstopper of a soaking tub 

in my private garden courtyard. Elizabeth 

guides me through a one-page question-

naire to help determine my plan for the next 

four days. She asks what my goal is while I’m 

here: Do I want to be free, light, fit, or open? 

I want to be all of them, I think.

She shows me Banyan Tree’s well-

ness holy grail, a calendar of 50 different 

weekly activities. She recommends Slow 

Guests in the Spa 

Sanctuary villas at 

Banyan Tree Phuket 

choose between 

unlimited massages 

(administered in 

their villa’s open-air 

sala) or access to 

the new Sanctuary 

Wellbeing program. 

Everyone gets fresh 

juice shots in the 

morning, afternoon 

tea, and nightly in-

room sleep rituals. 

Spa Sanctuary villas 

from $849, including 

breakfast daily and 

one complimentary 

lunch or dinner  

for two.

Get sweaty in a 

circuit-training class 

or find inner peace 

on your own while 

journaling and sky-

gazing at the 496-

room La Cantera 

Resort & Spa in San 

Antonio. Options 

are vast at dinner 

too: The resort’s 

nine restaurants 

include Tex-Mex at 

Primero Cantina and 

classic fine dining at 

Signature. Doubles 

from $240, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit. 

Tuscany’s 128-room 

Terme di Saturnia 

Spa & Golf Resort 

neighbors geother-

mal springs dating 

to the eighth century 

bc. Soak when you 

want, or enroll in a 

multiday beauty, 

physiological, or 

weight-loss program 

that incorporates 

the waters into 

medical and holistic 

treatments. Doubles 

from $362, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$100 hotel credit.

Stay as busy – or relaxed – as you’d like at these spa resorts. 

READY, SET, FEEL GOOD 

On the Sanctuary Wellbeing 
menu: Multiple yoga classes. 
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want to be more “free” than “fit,” have at it. 

I make it a point to pass the rest of my 

stay at a slightly more leisurely pace. I laze 

on my villa’s daybed, taking swim breaks in 

between chapters of my book. I hit the spa, 

spread out across 20 private garden pa-

vilions, for a 90-minute massage. During 

dinner at Saffron, Banyan Tree’s signature 

Thai restaurant, I skip the “healthy” menu 

suggestions and order pad thai and a glass 

of pinot gris. I stick with the program too: 

I lie back and let a trainer ply my limbs like 

an accordion during a Thai-style super-

stretch session, and I sign up for an inspir-

ing early-morning almsgiving ceremony 

with a group of local monks. 

Some travelers want that go-go-go 

schedule, but there’s no way everyone  

interested in a retreat like this fits into the 

same standard box. Wellness is subjective, 

and it’s all right to opt for the ocean over 

the elliptical machine. You can slow down 

and still leave feeling mindful. No matter 

which you choose, you’re – most likely – go-

ing to succeed.  

trips, but I’ve unintentionally merged into 

the wellness fast lane. 

When Elizabeth checks in, I mention 

that I’ve felt a little busy. But this is the joy 

of Banyan Tree’s program: freedom and 

f lexibility. The resort designed it to be ap-

proachable and unintimidating, helpful 

but not clinical. Changing your mind is 

not a trip ruiner, and schedules can easily 

be adjusted with a day’s notice. Halfway 

through your time here, if you decide you 

TIP
“Phuket is full of happy 

people and great beaches, 

resorts, golf, and yoga. 

Have your resort arrange 

a boat tour to Phang Nga 

Bay – cruising past the karst 

islands is a beautiful way to 

spend a day.” 

– Anne Crawford,  

Virtuoso travel advisor,  

Dana Point, California

Bang Tao Beach, the 
setting for Banyan 
Tree’s Ocean Breath 
meditation session.

Bang Tao Beach, the 
setting for Banyan 
Tree’s Ocean Breath 
meditation session.
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ATURE IS WHAT DRAWS 

most tourists to Bergen. 

Surrounded by mountains 

and fjords – seven of each, 

in fact – Norway’s second-largest 

city is a natural departure point for 

cruise ships headed to the cinematic 

waterways of the country’s west-

ern coast. But this lively university 

town has dry-land enticements too, 

ranging from impressive museums 

and art galleries to niche shopping 

and excellent restaurants serving 

New Nordic cuisine. Before or after 

a cruise, here’s how to spend a day  

in Bergen. 

9 AM: Begin the day at Kaffe- 

misjonen, a retro-style café 

serving exemplary cups of coffee, 

from pour-overs to frothy lattes. 

Light roast is the predominant style 

in Norway, where the focus is on 

beans with delicate, fruity flavors. 

To try it, order the daily filter coffee, 

which is brewed with beans from 

Scandinavia’s top roasters, includ-

ing Oslo-based Kaffa and Tim Wen-

delboe. Pair a cup with a chocolate 

croissant, perhaps, or a hearty open-

faced sandwich of warm chèvre and 

fennel salami. Join the regulars 

seated on the long dark-cyan ban-

quette, a neighborhood gathering 

spot for coffee-sipping parents,  

N

Bergen or Bust
Give Norway’s second city a first look.

BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS  PHOTOGRAPHY BY ULF SVANE

Clockwise from 
left: Bergen scen-
ery, Lysverket’s 
fish soup with gar-
lic oil, reminders 
of the prevailing 
climate hang over 
a sunny scene, and 
de rigueur gear at 
Aksdal i Muren.



Immerse yourself in the life  

of a place while traveling under your own 

power and at your own pace. You’ll travel 

in style and in great company with our 

expert Trip Leaders—with van support 

when and where you need it.  At day’s 

end, indulge in the region’s best lodging 

and cuisine. 

WE ARE YOUR ACTIVE TRAVEL EXPERTS
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today for details & reservations.

GO 
ACTIVE

Biking  |  Multi-Adventure  |  Walking & Hiking  |  Family 
Active Culinary Adventures  |  Active Ocean & River Cruises  |  Private & Custom Trips
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laptop-toting freelancers, and pensioners 

thumbing through the morning paper. 

10 AM: The Fløibanen funicular ferries 

visitors to the top of Mount Fløyen, 

one of the peaks that ring the city. A six-min-

ute ride takes you to the platform for views 

across the city and its historic wharf, inky 

harbor, and surrounding mountains. This 

scenic perch also houses a restaurant and 

café (open seasonally) and, in spring and 

summer, a herd of cashmere goats known as 

Fløyenguttene (“the Fløyen Boys”) that 

graze on brush along the precipitous cliffs. 

Continue past the restaurant to explore the 

surrounding forest, where well-trodden 

trails circle through the mossy woods. 

11 AM: Head back into town and over to 

the museum district, where five ma-

jor art institutions stand side by side along a 

large park. One ticket buys entrance to four 

of them – Kodes 1, 2, 3, and 4 – each with a 

distinct focus. Crafts and design take center 

stage at Kode 1, which reopened last spring 

after an extensive two-year renovation. 

Landscape lovers may proceed directly to 

Kode 2, where an exhibition of the works of 

Bergen native son J.C. Dahl, considered the 

father of Norwegian painting, opens on May 

4. Kode 3 houses the extensive personal col-

lection of wealthy Bergen businessman  

Rasmus Meyer, featuring paintings and 

sketches by Norway’s most famous painter, 

Edvard Munch. Finish at Kode 4, home to 

galleries of Norwegian and international 

art, an interactive art space for children, 

and Lysverket, an acclaimed New Nordic 

restaurant serving smoked cod salad and 

creamy Bergen fish soup at lunchtime. (The 

Bergen Kunsthall, located between Kodes 

2 and 3, requires a separate ticket to visit its 

contemporary art exhibitions.)

2 PM: The forecast almost always calls 

for rain in this soggy city, which aver-

ages more than 200 days of precipitation a 

year. Shop for weatherproof gear at Aksdal i 

Muren, a rainwear specialty shop in a his-

toric stone building that has been outfitting 

locals against the elements since 1883. The 

fifth-generation owners of this family-run 

store stock everything from rubber boots 

and kids’ coveralls to colorful raincoats 

Clockwise from top left: Kaffemisjonen;   
the view from Mount Fløyen; designer 

T-Michael and his collection; Colonialen 
Litteraturhuset’s pâté with bacon, beets, 

and red onion; and ceramics at Kode 1.



The new AmaMagna, debuting in May 2019 on the Danube, provides a fresh, contemporary and dynamic take to 
river cruising. Nearly twice the width of traditional European river ships, AmaMagna is a distinctive evolution of 
AmaWaterways’ European river fl eet, with a daring design that transcends her grand dimensions. With MORE 

unique dining venues, MORE  health and wellness amenities, and MORE  leisure activities, like water sports and golf, 
you’ll have MORE  ways to indulge. And since the majority of AmaMagna’s accommodations are suites, measuring 
355 sq. ft., and include full balconies, guests will be treated to MORE  personal space. The AmaMagna represents a 
new chapter in river cruising. Join her story in 2019. 

A New Dimension in River Cruising

AMAMAGNA RENDERING

Experience AmaMagna on a 2019 Danube River Cruise

Melodies on the Danube
Budapest to Vilshofen

7-night cruise | May – November

Romantic Danube
Vilshofen to Budapest

7-night cruise | May – December

Christmas Markets on the Danube
Vilshofen to Budapest or reverse

7-night cruise | November – December

MORE ACTIVE ADVENTURES MORE PERSONAL SPACE MORE UNIQUE DINING

For More Information, 

See Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Five Years in a Row

2012   |   2013   |   2014   |   2015   |   2016

Voted Best Cruise Line Overall by Virtuoso, 2017
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from tried-and-true Scandinavian brands 

such as Blæst Rainwear, Helly Hansen, and 

Aalesund Oljeklede. Those who want to 

make a fashion statement, no matter the 

weather, should inspect the cashmere-lined 

capes at T-Michael + Norwegian Rain, an 

elegant shop filled with tailored clothing, 

outerwear, and accessories.   

4 PM: Spend the afternoon exploring 

some of the innovative art spaces fuel-

ing the city’s vibrant cultural scene. Across 

the street from the fish market, Kraft gallery 

occupies a handsome former bank building; 

its multiple exhibition spaces showcase 

works from Norwegian artists and artisans, 

ranging from large-scale video installations 

and contemporary sculptures to small-scale 

ceramics collections displayed in the old 

steel-door vault. Later, stroll through the 

nearby Skostredet neighborhood to see  

examples of the decorative street art bright-

ening the cityscape. Continue on to Lydgal-

leriet, a sound-art gallery presenting 

auditory installations that ditch detached art 

observation for an interactive experience. 

Leave no fjord 

unexplored on Hur-

tigruten’s 12-day 

round-trip cruise 

from Bergen, which 

runs year-round 

aboard various ves-

sels. Its iconic route 

covers the entirety 

of Norway’s western 

coast, sailing to 

100-plus fjords 

over 2,500 nautical 

miles. With more 

than half of the 34 

ports of call (yes, 

34 – the ship visits 

multiple ports each 

day) lying above 

the Arctic Circle, 

winter cruisers 

might catch the 

northern lights, 

while summer 

passengers bask in 

the midnight sun. 

Departures: Mul-

tiple dates, through 

2018; from $1,531. 

Voyage where 

the Vikings once 

roamed on a 15-day 

Baltic Sea cruise 

with Viking Ocean 

Cruises aboard 

the 930-passenger 

Viking Sea, Sky, 

Star, or Sun. The 

Stockholm-to-

Bergen route (or the 

reverse) calls on the 

region’s capitals –  

Helsinki, Tallinn, 

and Copenhagen 

among them – be-

fore heading to the 

Norwegian coast 

and some of its 

most scenic fjords. 

Departures: Mul-

tiple dates, through 

September 22;  

from $6,000. 

Glaciers, polar 

bears, and the 

midnight sun await 

passengers on 

Lindblad Expedi-

tions’ 17-day cruise 

from Bergen to 

Arctic Svalbard. 

This sailing aboard 

the 148-passenger 

National Geographic 

Explorer stops in 

the Lofoten Islands 

and Tromsø before 

continuing into the 

Arctic Ocean to the 

remote Svalbard  

Islands, a Norwe-

gian archipelago of  

fjords, icebergs,  

and untouched 

wilderness near the 

North Pole. Depar-

ture: May 20, 2019; 

from $16,990.  

Set sail from Bergen for a natural adventure.

FJORD-HUNTING
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If BLEED, make it fit and center in 

the DARK GRAY BOX.  

Ads should have been designed 

with bleed on all sides for balance 

when imported.
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 for 1/2-page ad pages.
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 for 1/2-page ad pages.

6 PM: Next door to Lydgalleriet, linger 

over dinner at all-day café and bistro 

Colonialen Litteraturhuset, where large 

windows overlook the street and candles 

flicker on wooden tables. Start with a glass 

of wine or a Norwegian craft beer – we sug-

gest the Nøgne Ø Porter – from the chalk-

board menu behind the bar, then choose 

from the list of classic dishes: perhaps a  

few Atlantic oysters to start, followed by a 

bowl of plump mussels steamed in white 

wine and herbs, or an antipasti board piled 

with charcuterie, cheeses, olives, pâté, and 

pickled vegetables, served with a basket of 

fresh sourdough.  

Kraft gallery finds and  
(left) Aksdal i Muren.

TIP
“A taste of authentic Nordic coffee 

culture, Det Lille Kaffekompaniet – 

located in one of the city’s oldest 

houses – is often overlooked by tour-

ists. If you’re in search of buttery 

baked goodness and lattes that hug 

your taste buds, set your map app to 

this hidden gem.”

– Kaitlynn Roberts, The Travel  

Designer, Bergen, Norway

THE NEW GENERATION  

OF LUXURY

Sailing in the 
 Far East

Complimentary 1-night 

Hotel Stay in Phuket 

when you book a select 

sailing on Star Clipper

Book Your Star Clippers Sailing on select itineraries in Thailand

Get a complimentary Pre/Post Hotel Stay

Including Breakfast & Transfer

PLUS, Exclusive Virtuoso Voyages $150 Onboard Credit per cabin!  

When you book by July 31, 2018

To book your next Unique Sailing Adventure,

Call Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Restrictions apply. © Star Clippers 2018. Ship’s Registry: Malta CST#37231

To book your next Unique Sailing Adventure,

Call Your Virtuoso Travel AdvisorCall Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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In My Bag

My Travel Essentials
Sarah A. Abdallah makes friends as she goes.

PORTRAIT BY BALL & ALBANESE

T
HE OWNER OF FUNCTIONAL 

Creative Design (pictured here 

at one of her favorite home-

town hotels, The New York 

Edition) has worked with brands such as 

InterContinental, Shangri-La, and Park 

Hyatt in her career as an interior de-

signer. “I like to look at how other places 

around the globe approach design, food 

and beverage, and hospitality,” she 

says of her travels. Among her most 

cherished destinations: Beirut (“You 

have beaches, mountains, and amazing 

food, plus nightlife and ancient ruins 

only an hour apart from each other”), 

Tokyo for its architecture and way of 

life, and Tulum, where she lets go of rou-

tine to focus on good food, the beach, 

and yoga. This frequent solo traveler 

forms friendships abroad – in fact, her 

next trip is a Paris jaunt to reunite with 

friends she made in Tulum. 

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My Arlo Skye Alu-

minum luggage set. The 

carry-on nests inside the 

checked bag to maximize 

storage space at home. 

It comes with a leather 

name tag, two shoe bags, 

and a laundry bag. I love 

that the carry-on has a 

portable charger.  

2. John Masters 

Organics Honey & 

Hibiscus Hair Recon-

structing Shampoo and 

Lavender & Avocado 

Intensive Conditioner. 

3. Intelligent Nutrients’ 

travel-size toiletry set is 

vegan, cruelty-free, and 

made with plants.  

4. Sachajuan Shine 

Serum is a lifesaver for 

my Mediterranean/

African hair.

5. Smith & Cult nail pol-

ish in Kundalini Hustle and 

3.

Subnormal, so if I need a 

quick polish change, I can 

pop into a place and know 

I have a color I love.

6. Totême Espera T-

shirts. Tees are a must for 

traveling, and these are 

more elevated and made 

from organic cotton. 

7. The evil-eye necklace 

I purchased in Beirut.

8. Vitruvi essential oils: 

Lavender helps me relax 

and sleep after a long 

fl ight, and peppermint 

puts pep in my step when 

I need to be on the move 

the next day.

9. A silk Ferragamo 

Gancini fl oral print scarf 

adds elegance to any sim-

ple black top and black 

pant. I bought mine in 

2002 at a private dinner 

party at the Ferragamos’ 

house in Florence.  

5.

3.

8.



s:
Alternative Dining Credit
Private Shore Excursion

s:
Alternative Dining Credit

Private Transfers

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses ranging from $105 to $355 per person are additional and subject to change.

 The Free Drinks Package offer is applicable only to guests reserving a Princess Grill Suite or Queens Grill Suite on voyages listed under this promotion. The Free Drinks offer applies to all drinks $12 and under purchased on board during the cruise. Drinks under 
this promotion can be purchased and consumed free of charge by the participant only, and may not be purchased for people who are not booked on the promotion. Offer is not applicable to guests under 21 years of age. Drinks priced above the threshold 
shown above must be purchased at full price. Paying the difference between the threshold and the higher price is not permitted. The standard 15% service charge applied against all bar orders will be included under this promotion for all drinks ordered under 
the price threshold. Tipping beyond the 15% is at the discretion of the guests. For drinks purchased over the price threshold, the 15% service charge will apply as standard. Drinks ordered on this promotion will be signed for in the normal way with the cost 
of the drinks appearing on the sales receipt. The cost is credited back to the guest folio on a nightly basis. This promotion does not apply to drinks ordered as room service or in-room mini-bar (except Queens Grill), bottles of wine or drinks packages. Cunard 
operates a Responsible Service of Alcohol Policy. Offer is not available for third/fourth berth guests, is not transferable and may not be combinable with other offers. No cash value. Promotion code ZED.

‡ Free Gratuities offer is based on pre-payment by Cunard of suggested gratuities in the amount of $13.50 per person per day for Grill Suites. Free Gratuities offer is not available for Britannia staterooms, or third/fourth berth guests. Offer is not transferable and 
may not be combinable with other offers. Free Gratuities are applicable to bookings on voyages included in this promotion only. Promotion code ZED.

† Up to $400 Onboard Credit per stateroom ($200 per person) offer is based on reserving a Balcony stateroom on voyages 14 to 18 nights. Amounts vary by voyage length booked. Offer is applicable to reservations deposited by July 31, 2018 on voyages listed 
under this promotion. Grills Suite staterooms and third/fourth berth guests are not eligible. Singles paying the single supplement earn the equivalent of the per stateroom Onboard Credit applicable to the category booked. Guests booked in single-occupancy 
staterooms receive the per person Onboard Credit applicable to the category booked. Onboard Credit may be used on a single cruise only, is not redeemable for cash, cannot be used for the casino and expires at the end of that cruise. Offer is not transferable 
and may not be combinable with other select offers or other onboard credits. Onboard Credit amount is quoted in U.S. dollars.

* New bookings only. Fares apply to minimum lead-in categories on a space-available basis at time of reservation. Fares for other categories not shown may vary. Fares are per person, do not include air travel, are cruise only, based on double occupancy 
and apply to the fi rst two guests in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth berth guests. Offer only applies to voyages advertised in this promotion. This offer has limited space, is non-transferable, subject to change, and may not be 
combinable with any other public, group or past passenger discounts. Offer is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Bermuda, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older. Fares quoted in U.S. dollars. 
Please refer to the applicable Cunard brochure or Cunard.com for terms, conditions and defi nitions that apply to all reservations. Ask about our applicable air add-on program. This offer expires July 31, 2018. Please reference promo codes: N4A. Ships’ 
Registry: Bermuda. © 2018 Cunard. The Cunard logo and logotype are registered trademarks of Carnival plc, an English company trading as Cunard Line. Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria are trademarks owned by Cunard. All rights reserved 
in the United States and other countries. Note: For assistance reserving a wheelchair-accessible stateroom, please contact Customer Service at 1-800-728-6273. 

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for a quote on a legendary Cunard voyage.

Venic

Queen Elizabeth®    17 nights    Oct 15, 2018

Balcony fares from

$3,199*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $125 per
person are additional and subject to change. 

Wes

Queen Mary 2®    7 nights    Nov 18, 2018 

Balcony fares from

$1,489*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $105 per
person are additional and subject to change.

Queen Elizabeth®    15 nights    Jun 20, 2019

Balcony fares from

$5,179*

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses of up to $355 per
person are additional and subject to change.

Big Balcony Event

Receive up to $400 Onboard Credit† per Balcony stateroom
or Free Drinks and Gratuities‡ in Grill Suites

s:
Alternative Dining Credit
Private Shore Excursion



B E S P O K E  L A K E S I D E  L U X U R Y 

I N  G E R MA N Y ’S  L A R G E S T  WAT E R F RON T  C I T Y

THE FONTENAY, a striking new five-star 

luxury hotel in the heart of Hamburg, made its 

debut this March on the shores of Alster Lake. 

Designed as an urban escape by a Hamburg-

born architect, the sculpture-like architecture 

with its three intertwining circles is covered with 

thousands of white porcelain tiles that reflect  

the shimmering waters of the lake and the fluid  

lines of the surrounding park. THE FONTENAY is 

a reflection of modern Hamburg: open-minded, 

cosmopolitan and exceptionally welcoming. 

Hamburg is a vibrant and sophisticated city 

and is considered to be Germany’s newest 

culture capital. The city has become a haven 

for architecture and design aficionados alike 

with Zaha Hadid’s promenade along the 

Elbe, and the historic 19th century warehouse 

district. The opening of the Herzog & de 

Meuron-designed Elbphilharmonie concert hall 

places Hamburg among the top ten of modern 

European architecture. All this adds to the city’s 

appeal as a luxury leisure destination.

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO MAKE RESERVATIONS
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BEYOND

THE BED

GET UP, SLEEPYHEADS – THERE’S 

MORE TO YOUR HOTEL THAN 

THAT KING-SIZE CLOUD. INTRO-

DUCING THE MANY FACES OF 

YOUR FAVORITE STAYS. 

WE LOVE a dreamy hotel 

room (pass the pillow menu, 

please), but as much as a hotel 

is a sanctuary for sleep, it’s 

also a place to learn, sip, shop, 

paint, play, de-stress, and give 

back. The 45 properties on the 

following pages don’t just serve 

as cozy crash pads between 

vacation pursuits – they are the 

pursuits. So stop hitting that 

snooze button and go take a 

pottery class, plant a tree, or 

toast the sunset with your new 

favorite gin and tonic. The bed 

will still be there for you when 

your adventures conclude.

Later, bedroom – 
it’s all about The 

Bar Room at NYC’s  
The Beekman.
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FINE-ARTS 
PILLARS

DESERT 

BEAUTY 

Inspiration comes easy in Arizona’s 

saguaro- and sandstone-dotted 

landscapes. When it opened last year, 

the Andaz Scottsdale Resort & Spa 

collaborated with the Cattle Track 

Arts Compound to showcase nearby 

artists’ talents. The resort’s 201 

rooms – housed in low-slung bun-

galows spread across 22 acres – pair 

midcentury modern furniture with 

locally produced artworks. Oversize 

installations fill public spaces, and 

practically every item in the resort’s 

boutique comes from an area art-

ist – even the bright ceramic coffee 

cups on the table at Weft & Warp Art 

Bar + Kitchen are for sale. Guests are 

encouraged to get creative too, at 

weekly artist-in-residence-led work-

shops on felting, ceramics, and more. 

Come dinnertime, feel free to grab a 

cup of colored pencils and doodle on 

a woodcut-printed coaster. (And yes, 

that is Bob Ross’ The Joy of Painting 

on the TV over the bar.) Doubles from 

$189, including breakfast daily and a 

$100 resort credit.  – Megan Padilla

SPEND A NIGHT 

AT THE MUSEUM.

HOTELS AS ...

The art-filled,  
laid-back lobby at  
Andaz Scottsdale.
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Cape Town’s The Silo 

is the world’s first hotel 

to share a building – a 

converted grain silo –  

with a contemporary 

art museum. Occupy-

ing six floors above 

the Zeitz MOCAA, 

the hotel’s public 

spaces and 28 rooms 

feature works from 

African artists also on 

display downstairs; 

museum entrance is 

complimentary for 

Silo guests. Doubles 

from $1,158, including 

breakfast daily and  

one 50-minute mas-

sage for two.

The 90-room Grand 

Hotel Tremezzo on 

Italy’s Lake Como 

recently acquired 

Villa Sola Cabiati, the 

former summer resi-

dence of the Serbelloni 

dukes. Travelers can 

book the six-suite villa 

in all of its eighteenth-

century glory – and 

spend their vacation 

surrounded by Renais-

sance paintings, fres-

coes, and majolica. 

Napoleon Bonaparte’s 

former bed is in the 

attic – but that one’s 

off limits. Villa Sola 

Cabiati (for up to 12 

guests) from $12,406, 

including all meals, a 

$75 spa credit, a wine-

tasting, and entrance 

to the nearby Villa 

Carlotta museum.

Vietnam’s Reverie 

Saigon welcomes with 

touches of Italian art 

and decor, including 

an ornate Murano 

glass installation on 

the lobby ceiling. The 

286-room hotel’s 

curator-led tour in-

cludes stops at a few 

of the city’s museums, 

galleries, and art 

studios, such as Duc 

Minh, a private gallery 

known for its modern 

and postmodern 

collections. Doubles 

from $370, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$100 hotel credit. Art 

tour from $65. 

Pick up an iPad at the 

front desk of Zürich’s 

Dolder Grand for a 

self-guided tour of 

the 175-room hotel’s 

impressive 100-plus-

piece art collection. 

Andy Warhol’s Big 

Retrospective Painting 

is the showstopper 

above the reception 

desk, but works by 

Joan Miró, Tamara 

de Lempicka, Takashi 

Murakami, and oth-

ers are on display in 

the hotel and on its 

grounds. Doubles 

from $741, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$100 spa credit.   

To spotlight Baha-

mian art, each year 

the general manager 

at Paradise Island’s 

Ocean Club, a Four 

Seasons Resort, 

Bahamas chooses a 

local artist and exhib-

its his or her work in 

the hotel’s lobby and 

some of its 107 rooms. 

If guests are inter-

ested, the GM can 

make an introduction, 

pending the artist’s 

availability. Doubles 

from $860, including 

breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit.  

– Amiee White Beazley 

“From its mosaic-filled 

lobby to Tony Tasset’s 

30-foot eyeball 

sculpture across the 

street, The Joule in

 Dallas intrigues art 

lovers from the moment 

they arrive.” 

– Jason Detar, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, West Palm 

Beach, Florida 

A FEW 

MORE 

MASTERPIECES

TIP

Opulence on  
arrival at Vietnam’s 
Reverie Saigon.

Opulence on  
arrival at Vietnam’s 
Reverie Saigon.
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Mandapa, a Ritz-Carlton 

Reserve, Bali: Take in sunset 

with a cocktail that showcases 

Indonesian ingredients, such 

as a Nangka Bali (Balinese jack-

fruit, pandan syrup, amaretto, 

and cachaça). Doubles from 

$726, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 resort credit. 

The Berkeley, London: You’ll 

feel like you’re on the beach 

sipping rum at Out of the Blue, 

a tiny, tech-enhanced room 

equipped with projection-

mapping video technology and 

a scent simulator. Doubles from 

$695, including a welcome  

amenity, breakfast daily, and a 

$100 dining or spa credit.

The Royal Livingstone by 

Anantara, Zambia: Upgrade 

your G&T with a new bar menu 

that includes 16 gin varieties 

(try the rosehip-infused one) 

and an array of botanical- 

infused tonics. Doubles from 

$715, including a water-taxi 

transfer and breakfast daily. 

– Amy Cassell

to eat and run, while diners 

staying put enjoy made-to-

order breakfasts, pizzas, and 

panini under roll-up windows 

that bring the buzz of the city 

right to the table. Doubles 

from $488, including breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining or spa 

credit.  – Naomi Tomky 

William Vale in Williams-

burg features a menu from 

renowned NYC chef Andrew 

Carmellini (Locanda Verde, 

Lafayette). Classics with a 

spin include griddled burg-

ers, waffle fries, and dipped 

soft-serve ice cream in flavors 

such as Jacker Crax and Hawaii 

Five-O. Doubles from $425, 

including breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit. 

Vancouverites spend their 

weekends picnicking in Stan-

ley Park or hitting the slopes, 

so B.C.’s 367-room Fair-

mont Pacific Rim designed 

Giovane Café + Eatery + Mar-

ket to allow travelers to jump 

into the same routine. Grab-

and-go meals make it easy 

From fish counter to fromag-

erie, the 950-room Fairmont 

The Queen Elizabeth is 

bringing Québécois cuisine 

to new audiences. The hotel’s 

8,000-square-foot Marché 

Artisans food hall celebrates 

Montréal’s gourmet reputa-

tion, inviting visitors to  

watch chefs prepare f laxseed-

fed duck from the village of 

Saint-Pie, order a local char-

cuterie plate, or pick up onion 

confit at the grocery stand. 

Doubles from $294, including 

breakfast daily and a $100  

dining credit.

Only in Brooklyn will you find 

a retrofitted 1974 Airstream 

trailer on a hotel’s fourth floor. 

Mister Dips at the 183-room 

LAID-BACK
DINING
DESTINATIONS

COCKTAIL

PIONEERS

THESE INNOVATIVE FOOD 

OUTLETS MAKE GRABBING 

A CASUAL BITE COOL.

HAPPY HOURS THAT 

EVOKE A TRUE SENSE 

OF PLACE. 

“Sitting on the dock of Fisher-

man’s Village – the semi- 

overwater restaurant at the new 

Park Hyatt St. Kitts – I had my 

first of many Painkillers. This  

Caribbean cocktail packs a 

punch of local rum and spices 

that makes you feel fully present 

in the destination.” 

– Lindsey Epperly, Virtuoso  

travel advisor, Atlanta 

TIP

Manhattan views and 
root-beer floats at 
The William Vale. 

Mandapa’s Nangka 
Bali concoction.

HOTELS AS ...

Manhattan views and 
root-beer floats at 
The William Vale. 
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GATHERING

SPACES
EVEN THE LOCALS 

WANT TO HOLD 

COURT AT THIS HOTEL.

“Checking into La Réserve 

Paris Hotel and Spa is like ar-

riving at a private residence. It 

feels homey, with cozy nooks 

to relax in with a glass of 

Champagne or tea while remi-

niscing about your day.” 

– Patrick Millard, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Amelia  

Island, Florida

TIP

The Bar Room drinks 
are named for liter-
ary legends, from 

Hemingway to Woolf.

The mark of a great 

hotel is that it’s woven 

into the fabric of its 

surroundings, serv-

ing as a social hub not 

just for its itinerant 

global community, but 

also for neighborhood 

residents and nine-

to-fivers. Take The 

Beekman, a 287-room 

downtown Manhattan 

destination in itself 

inside the 1883 Temple 

Court building, where 

high-design, low-ego 

spaces such as The 

Bar Room beg to be 

lived in. Leather and 

mohair-velvet seating, 

a portrait of Edgar Al-

lan Poe, and bookcases 

of curios warm its sa-

lonlike setting beneath 

the hotel’s pyramidal 

glass atrium and nine 

floors of intricate 

wrought-iron rail-

ings with balustrades 

sporting dragons and 

sunbursts. “Layers 

of history have been 

draped with layers of 

exquisite materials,” 

says London-based in-

terior designer Martin 

Brudnizki, who helped 

lead the historic build-

ing’s restoration. “The 

result is a space which 

feels as though it has 

always been there, like 

a world traveler’s home 

which has been added 

to over the years.” In es-

sence, a place of many 

great stories to tell. 

Doubles from $409, in-

cluding breakfast daily in 

Tom Colicchio’s Temple 

Court and a $100 dining 

credit.  – Justin Paul
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at Hulopoe Bay, where mini 

marine biologists learn how to 

identify sea stars, hermit crabs, 

moray eels, and more. Doubles 

from $725, including a welcome 

amenity, breakfast daily, and a 

$100 spa credit. 

History in Action: Kids’ field 

trips at Rome’s 91-room Hotel 

Hassler include Vatican visits, 

gelato-tasting adventures, 

and a journey to the Gruppo 

Storico Romano gladiator 

school, where they don tunics 

and parry with wooden swords 

in a sandy arena while learn-

ing about the competition’s 

2,000-year-old history. Doubles 

from $855, including breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining credit. 

Gladiator field trip, $174.   

– Amy Tara Koch

program lets aspiring Spiel-

bergs and Coppolas (ages 4 

through 12) dive into filmmak-

ing. Kids work as screenwriters, 

directors, cinematographers, 

and actors while creating a 

short movie that premieres, 

in true Cannes fashion, in the 

hotel’s private screening room. 

Doubles from $297, including 

breakfast daily and complimen-

tary beach club access.  

Eco-Exploration: Nature in its 

most pristine form – secluded 

beaches, quiet hikes, reef-rich 

snorkeling – is what the tiny 

Hawaiian island of Lanai is all 

about. At the 213-room Four 

Seasons Resort Lanai, kids’ 

club activities emphasize 

conservation via guided adven-

tures to the lava-rock tide pools 

CLASSROOMS – 
FOR KIDS AND ADULTS

JUNIOR

PURSUITS 

Little Chefs: While parents 

lounge on the private beach 

or sip Pimm’s Cups on the 

croquet lawn at Rhode Island’s 

genteel Ocean House, kids 

hit the herb garden with the 

67-room hotel’s resident food 

forager to learn about seasonal 

ingredients and farm-to-table 

dining. The outing is part of the 

property’s Center for Wine & 

Culinary Arts programming, 

along with kid-friendly baking, 

chocolate, and pizza-making 

lessons. Doubles from $570, 

including breakfast daily and a 

$100 dining credit. Kids’ cooking 

lessons from $75.

Ready for Their Close-Ups: 

The 349-room Hôtel Barrière 

Le Majestic Cannes’ compli-

mentary Studio by Petit VIP 

THE BEST PART: 

NO, THERE WILL 

NOT BE A QUIZ. 

Lights, camera, action 
at Hôtel Barrière Le 

Majestic Cannes.

HOTELS AS ...
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ADULT

EDUCATION

At Casa Angelina, a 43-room 

hotel on Italy’s Amalfi Coast, 

sign up for a session with local 

potters from Ceramiche Par-

lato to decorate and glaze your 

own ceramic tiles, a signature 

of this region. Doubles from 

$799, including a welcome bottle 

of Champagne, breakfast daily, 

and a $100 dining credit. Tile 

painting, $61. 

A timeless souvenir from Peru: 

your new go-to happy hour 

recipe. At Cuzco’s 122-room 

Belmond Hotel Monasterio, 

bartenders teach guests how 

to make the country’s beloved 

pisco sour during lessons avail-

able on request. Doubles from 

$415, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 spa credit. Pisco sour 

lessons, $15.

You may not be able to beat the 

pro sailors who compete off 

Bermuda’s coast, but now you 

can train like them. A beach-

front fitness class at the 410-

room Hamilton Princess and 

Beach Club covers upper-body 

circuit training, jogging, swim-

ming, and more. Post-lesson, 

congratulate yourself on a 

workout well done with a Dark 

’n’ Stormy at the Beach Club. 

Doubles from $549, including 

breakfast daily and a $100 resort 

credit.  – A.W.B. 

“During a recent stay at Ireland’s 

Ashford Castle, I took a private tour 

of the on-site school of falconry, 

the oldest of its kind in the country. 

You get to fly a Harris’s hawk and 

see it gracefully swoop from tree to 

tree before landing on your gloved 

hand, all while learning about this 

4,000-year-old practice. It’s a local 

tradition you can’t miss.”

 – Beth Bastian, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Santa  

Barbara, California

TIP

A bartender-turned-
teacher at Belmond 
Hotel Monasterio.

At Casa Angelina, 
lessons in  

ceramics and living 
la dolce vita.
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MODELS
FOR GOOD

SEA

CHANGE 

When it’s thriving, the elkhorn coral 

native to the reef in front of Jamaica’s 

129-room Round Hill Hotel and Villas 

spreads in thick branches that look like 

gilded antlers. “The entire seascape 

used to be a golden color,” says Andrew 

Ross, a marine biologist and managing 

director of the coral restoration orga-

nization Seascape Caribbean. When he 

noticed a few years ago that environ-

mental damage was turning the reef 

green and brown, he approached Round 

Hill with a plan to restore it, by creating 

a coral garden and propagating seed-

lings for replanting. Eager to help, the 

resort offered to fund the project, and 

today, Ross is one year into a three-year 

mission to establish 5,000 new corals.

The multidimensional plan not only 

tackles environmental issues, but 

addresses social sustainability too, by 

persuading local fishermen to avoid 

the replanted areas – critical nurseries 

for young fish – and training them to 

become guides who will lead guests 

on snorkeling tours. “The elements of 

protection, building the ecosystem, 

and the return of fish are now being 

directly monetized by the community, 

giving them incentive to protect the 

reef,” Ross says. Round Hill plans to 

eventually let scuba-certified visi-

tors take part in reef gardening with 

marine scientists and area fishermen. 

Doubles from $429, including a welcome 

amenity, breakfast daily, and a $100 spa 

credit.  – Elaine Glusac

THESE PROPERTIES 

TAKE SOCIAL RESPON-

SIBILITY SERIOUSLY – AND 

HELP GUESTS DO THE SAME. 

♥

HOTELS AS ...

More Round Hill 
sustainability wins: 
A recycling program 
and on-site organic 

chef’s garden.
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From Portugal to Thailand, 

every Six Senses property 

is home to an on-site Earth 

Lab, where eco-friendly 

projects include growing 

organic gardens, recycling 

or upcycling glass, gener-

ating solar and biomass 

energy, and distilling natu-

ral insecticides. Guests 

can participate in lab 

workshops such as learn-

ing how to make organic 

toothpaste and natural 

mosquito repellent, or turn 

old towels into flowerpots.  

In Australia’s Greater Blue 

Mountains Area, the 40-

villa Emirates One&Only 

Wolgan Valley offers a 

daily conservation activity 

on its 7,000-acre property, 

a carbon-neutral wildlife 

reserve. Together with the 

resort’s field guides, guests 

plant native trees and 

shrubs, survey wombats, 

monitor feral animals, or 

collect native seeds. Villas 

from $1,567, including all 

meals, two daily nature 

activities, and one sunset 

wildlife tour for two.

One of the highlights of 

a stay at South Africa’s 

21-room Ulusaba Private 

Game Reserve is a cus-

tomized, daylong visit to 

the surrounding Shangaan 

villages, where you can 

read to schoolchildren 

or kick a ball around with 

the local soccer team. All 

proceeds from the tours 

benefit local villages. 

Doubles from $855, includ-

ing breakfast daily and 

a $100 boutique or spa 

credit. Community tours 

from $42.  – E.G. 

LEND

A HAND

Resorts that make giving back central to your stay.

MINDFUL

SHOPPING

These souvenirs support 

local communities.

Tierra Atacama Hotel & Spa, 

Chile: Rustic tabletop llama 

sculptures carved from indig-

enous liparita stone by Alejandro 

González, a local artist, musi-

cian, and community leader. 

Sculpture, $100. 

Singita, South Africa: Furniture, 

artwork, and colorful tableware 

from local Zulu weavers, whom 

the safari company helps train in 

production and business prac-

tices. Tableware from $12.

Uxua Casa Hotel & Spa, Brazil: 

Beach bags, totes, throw blan-

kets, and pillows made on-site 

with an antique loom by the 

hotel’s resident “dream weaver,” 

Evandro Campos Nogueira. 

Items from $130.  – E.G.

Gardening for good 
at Six Senses Con 
Dao in Vietnam.

Handmade goods 
from Uxua Casa 
Hotel & Spa.



VIRTUOSO LIFE100

NEXT-LEVEL 

WELLNESS 

RETREATS 
THESE PROGRAMS 

PROMISE BENEFITS 

THAT LINGER LONG 

AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY.

THE PLACE: Miraval Arizona 

THE PLAN: Switch up your diet.

At this 134-room spa resort in 

Tucson, nutritional program-

ming guides guests on mindful 

grocery-shopping decisions, 

anti-inflammatory cooking 

techniques, and optimal food 

and vitamin combinations. On 

your quest to achieve mind-

body balance, you’ll be pam-

pered every step of the way with 

a panoply of spa treatments, 

meditation and yoga classes, 

equestrian programs, and, of 

course, decadent dining that’s 

actually healthy. Doubles from 

$549 per person, including all 

meals and most wellness activities, 

and a $100 resort credit.

 

THE PLACE: Anantara Peace  

Haven Tangalle Resort, Sri Lanka

THE PLAN: Find holistic harmony.

Anantara Peace Haven, tucked 

away on a 21-acre coconut plan-

tation overlooking the Indian 

Ocean, recently introduced 

seven-day Ayurvedic journeys. 

The deep dive into 3,000-year-

old traditions helps participants 

understand their prakruti 

(natural state) and vikruti (cur-

rent imbalances). Personalized 

programs at the 152-room resort 

incorporate bespoke treat-

ments, Ayurvedic cuisine, a 

technology detox, and medita-

tion, all while integrating Sri 

Lanka’s abundant charms into 

the experience, with excur-

sions to Buddhist temples and 

painting lessons with local art-

ists. Doubles from $306, includ-

ing breakfast daily. Seven-day 

Ayurvedic programs from $1,350, 

including a private market excur-

sion and cooking class.

 

THE PLACE: BodyHoliday 

Saint Lucia

THE PLAN: Work up a sweat.

With its eight-day, all-inclusive 

weight-loss retreats, this 155-

room resort proves that the best 

place to get your beach body 

is at the beach. Each morning, 

choose from yoga, volleyball, 

sailing, spin class, waterskiing, 

Caribbean dance, Zumba, and 

many other activities, then get 

your heart rate back down with 

aromatherapy massages, oxygen 

facials, and thalassotherapy. 

The reward for all that hard 

work: a splash in the Carib-

bean waters beyond the resort. 

Retreats from $4,700 per person, 

including accommodations, all 

meals and activities, and a $100 

resort credit.

 

THE PLACE: Lefay Resort & Spa, 

Lago di Garda, Italy

THE PLAN: Say addio to insomnia. 

Seek out a good night’s sleep at 

the 93-room Lefay, a dreamy 

lakefront resort in northern 

Italy. Its six-day sleep detox 

program helps you calibrate your 

snooze cycle and keep insomnia 

at bay with an itinerary designed 

to identify energy levels and 

bring inner harmony through 

spa treatments, acupuncture, 

reflexology, saltwater pool 

sessions, custom phytotherapy 

(the use of plants and herbs for 

healing purposes), and more. 

Program from $3,102 per person, 

including accommodations and all 

assessments, meals, activities, and 

treatments.  – Sarah Khan

Saddle up:  
Equine therapy at 
Miraval Arizona.

Soak, then sleep, at  
Italy’s Lefay Resort & Spa.

HOTELS AS ... Soak, then sleep, at  
Italy’s Lefay Resort & Spa.



Imagine any city and illusionist Derek 

Hughes will guess which it is. Hughes – a 

frequent performer at L.A.’s Magic Castle 

and an America’s Got Talent alum – is the 

resident conjurer at Santa Monica’s 129-

room Hotel Casa del Mar. His intimate 

weekly show has audience members of all 

ages gasping at what he calls “the sort of 

up-close, unplugged, mind-twisting parlor 

entertainments humans enjoyed before 

Google and iPhones.” Bottles vanish into 

thin air, torn newspapers rematerialize 

whole, and, yes, minds are read.  

A stately beachfront resort isn’t where 

you’d expect to see a magic show – at least 

a popular, sophisticated one – but Hughes 

is a fan of this unexpected backdrop to his 

prestidigitation. In the grand old 1920s 

Italian Renais-

sance Revival 

building, “the 

audience gets to 

time travel and 

experience a 

childlike sense 

of wonder,” he 

says, “which 

is really what 

we want on 

vacation – to be 

transported to an almost forgotten state 

of ‘wow.’ ” 

Guests craving more of Hughes’ amuse-

ments can accompany him on a day trip 

to the city’s most iconic places for magic 

aficionados, such as the Egyptian Hall  

Museum in Pasadena, which has a great 

collection of vintage posters and props 

from the golden age of illusion shows. 

Doubles from $489, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 spa credit. Magic show, $55.  

– David Hochman

MAGIC 

EMPORIUMS  
COME FOR THE BEACH, 

STAY FOR THE SHOW.

Mind games with illusionist 
Derek Hughes at Casa del Mar.

Travel should be a stress-free experience.

Allianz Travel Insurance can give you peace 

of mind by protecting you and your travel 

investment—allowing you to focus on  

what matters most.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor  
to protect your next adventure.

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company 
or Jefferson Insurance Company depending on insured’s state of residence. AGA Service 
Company is the licensed producer and administrator of this plan.

Terms, conditions, and exclusions apply. Plan(s) underwritten by BCS Insurance Company 

become more

400002755_03052018
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PERSONAL

STYLISTS
SHOPPING PARTNERSHIPS AND  

IN-HOUSE BOUTIQUES BRING  

FASHION INTO FOCUS.

“In one tiny shop, the Four 

Seasons Hotel Prague has 

collected everything that you 

could spend days searching 

for on your own, from hand-

painted Czech Easter eggs to 

crystal and ceramics. It’s one 

of the best hotel boutiques 

I’ve been to.” 

– Alysia Hopper, Virtuoso 

travel advisor, Fond du  

Lac, Wisconsin

Room Service: The 110-room 

Taj Campton Place occupies 

prime real estate in Union 

Square – San Francisco’s larg-

est retail district – but a new 

partnership with Brooks Broth-

ers brings the shopping to you. 

After the concierge refers you 

to the store’s personal shopper 

to discuss your fashion prefer-

ences, Brooks Brothers will 

deliver a selection of clothing 

and accessories to your room. 

Want more options? Visit the 

sprawling store – a two-minute 

walk away – where Champagne, 

hors d’oeuvres, and a reserved 

fitting room await. Doubles from 

$280, including breakfast daily 

and a $100 dining credit.

Desert Spree: The 237-room 

Four Seasons Resort Dubai at 

Jumeirah Beach greets guests 

staying in its 49 suites with a 

VIP shopping invitation – a 

fitting gesture in a city known 

for its upscale browsing. Choose 

Bloomingdale’s at the posh 

Dubai Mall or Harvey Nichols 

at the equally tony Mall of the 

Emirates; at each, a personal 

style consultant says hello  

before ushering you into a pri-

vate fitting area to try on the lat-

est sartorial trends. Save some 

energy for a mini-spree back at 

the resort: Sauce stocks a well-

edited selection of contempo-

rary fashion, and 100% Capri 

sells linen resort wear that’s 

ideal for the desert heat. Suites 

from $1,825, including breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining credit. 

Get Fit: Take a break from clas-

sic Vegas diversions for a more 

customized one at Stitched, 

the men’s haberdashery at The 

Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas. 

Available for guests of the 3,027-

room hotel, the shop’s bespoke 

experience includes 35 precise 

body measurements by highly 

skilled custom clothiers, a whis-

key and bourbon tasting in the 

store’s Scotch Locker Lounge, 

and a lesson on the finer points 

of textiles, styling, thread color, 

buttons, and silhouette. Custom 

clothing is delivered within four 

to six weeks – ready for your 

next trip to Sin City. Doubles 

from $160, including breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining or spa 

credit.  – Kimberley Lovato

TIP

Brooks Brothers’ San 
Francisco flagship.

HOTELS AS ...

Bulls, bourbon,  
and bespoke goods 

at The Cosmopolitan
of Las Vegas.

Brooks Brothers’ San 
Francisco flagship.



Known for intense four-hour hikes and 

spartan meal regimens, the 18-room 

Ranch Malibu takes the concept of 

“transformative travel” to new levels. 

Guests can expect the same, with an 

alpine twist, at The Ranch’s upcoming 

seven-day retreats in Italy’s Dolomites. 

Home base is the 51-room Hotel & Spa 

Rosa Alpina. Weekly retreats, August 19 

through September 29; from $8,500 per 

person, including accommodations and all 

meals and activities.  

Travelers en route to The Brando, a 

35-villa South Pacific hideaway on the 

private island of Tetiaroa, can turn lay-

overs into leisure time at one of four new 

3,400-square-foot Brando Suites at the  

InterConti-

nental Bora 

Bora Resort & 

Thalasso Spa. 

The expansive 

suites – the 80-

room resort’s 

only multilevel 

overwater bun-

galows – were 

built with local 

miki miki wood and pandan leaf roofing. 

Brando Suites from $2,950, including break-

fast daily and one dinner for two. 

Lucky for us, the team at Le Sirenuse, 

a 58-room cliffside gem on the Amalfi 

Coast, like exporting their chic Italian  

lifestyle. The hotel opened its first 

permanent outpost – a restaurant and 

Champagne bar in Miami Beach – last 

year, and chef Gennaro Russo regularly 

hosts pop-up dinners and cocktail parties 

around the world during Le Sirenuse’s 

off-season.  – A.C.  

POP-UPS  
HOTELS TAKING THEIR 

BOOT CAMPS, DINNERS, 

AND SUITES ON  

THE ROAD.

A two-bedroom Brando Suite, 
complete with 1,100 square 

feet of outdoor space.  

BOOK YOUR  

VIP SUITE TODAY. 

Connect with your Virtuoso  

Travel Advisor for more  

information.

SURROUND  

YOURSELF WITH  

STUNNING VIEWS

2201 Collins Avenue 

Miami Beach, FL, 33139  

Perched on the oceanfront, just steps  

from the energy of Collins Avenue,  

W South Beach is a singular hotel  

getaway where Whatever/Whenever® 

 service is yours at the touch of  

a button.

A two-bedroom Brando Suite, 
complete with 1,100 square 

feet of outdoor space.  

BOOK YOUR  

VIP SUITE TODAY. 

Connect with your Virtuoso  

Travel Advisor for more  

information.

Perched on the oceanfront, just steps  

from the energy of Collins Avenue,  

W South Beach is a singular hotel  

getaway where Whatever/Whenever® 

 service is yours at the touch of  

a button.
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Family-Style 
ITALIAN

 Gather at the villa on an 
adventure for the ages. 

BY DAVID HOCHMAN

Family-Style 
ITALIAN

 Gather at the villa on an 
adventure for the ages. 

BY DAVID HOCHMAN
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In preparation, I’ve equipped myself with a handheld GPS unit to 

stay on course, a meditation app to remain Zen, and, to reduce hiccups, 

priceless guidance from San Francisco-based Virtuoso travel agency 

owner Amie O’Shaughnessy, who specializes in family vacations. 

“For multigenerational travel, Italy is the gift that keeps on giv-

ing,” she assured me during our first planning call. “Everywhere you 

go, you’re likely to find an ancient tower to climb and gelato for the 

kids, an idyllic café for the grandparents, and shopping and vino for 

the younger grown-ups.” 

 Of course, “grown-up” can be a relative term when traveling with, 

you know, relatives. 

“Watch the speed limit,” my mother-in-law says as I exit toward 

the medieval village of Paganico, where we’ve rented a villa for seven 

nights in mid-June. 

when driving through Tuscany with the extended family: Learn to 

soothe the nervous nonne in the back seat. 

The two grandmothers in this case are my mother and mother-in-

law, who have arrived in Italy with us to celebrate dual 80th birth-

days. Our group of eight, in a convoy of three rented Fiats on the  

motorway somewhere southwest of Siena, spans multiple genera-

tions, with my 13-year-old son obsessing over Google Translate on 

one end and my 83-year-old father-in-law spouting World War II 

trivia like a Jeopardy! champ on the other. 

First rule
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by dint of the pecorino aroma wafting out of seemingly every store-

front. It’s a heavenly spot under cloudless summer skies, and no, 

Grandpa, I was not aware that the cathedral’s exterior pockmarks 

date to a mortar bombardment in 1944. Let us discuss this further  

at the gelateria, shall we? (In Italy, it’s never too early for gelato.) 

If you haven’t noticed, life in these parts hinges almost entirely on 

what to consume next, and lunch at Osteria La Porta, a tiny family 

restaurant in yet another vertiginous village, is a delectable show-

stopper. On a terrace overlooking umber hills, we enjoy our first real 

birthday celebration for the nonne, with, among much else, antipasti, 

melt-in-your-mouth ricotta dumplings, a stew 

of beef cheeks, and tiramisu topped with 

two candles. Not to jinx it, but turning 80 

looks pretty fantastic in Tuscany.

THE ADVANTAGE OF A VILLA 
holiday, as opposed to a hotel stay, is 

that you really get a sense of your 

destination’s rhythms – and per- 

sonalities. You can spend an 

entire day (OK, probably a 

lifetime) discovering the 

quirks and charms of a 

single Tuscan piazza. In 

Paganico, we meet a third-

generation barber named 

Giulio della Corta, whose 

family has cut hair in this 

location for 75 years. He im-

presses the boys with photos 

of his 3,000-mile Harley ride 

across America a few years 

“And be careful in those roundabouts,” adds my mother. “Don’t 

think you’re an Italian driver!” 

“Music, anyone?” I ask, letting Pavarotti win them over for the 

final push. At the end of a gravel road lined by soldierlike cypress 

trees, we come to our eighteenth-century farmhouse, which, thank 

goodness, has something for everyone. There’s an inviting pool and 

a Ping-Pong table, quiet lounging areas where the older adults can 

read and play cards, and a big country kitchen to pretend we’re re-

making Under the Tuscan Sun.

My sister-in-law immediately claims a hammock strung between 

olive trees, as the nonne happily inspect the 200-year-old outdoor 

pizza oven. My wife and I are unpacking in an out-of-the-way room 

downstairs when we hear Grandpa Bob laughing with my son and his 

16-year-old cousin. They’ve broken out the board games.  

La vita is feeling pretty dolce already. 

SPENDING TIME IN A REMOTE LOCALE WITH KINFOLK 
who normally only gather around the Thanksgiving table has the 

potential to create indelible memories. But you want to make sure 

they’re the positive kind. Grandkids and grandparents operate at dif-

ferent speeds, and family members in the middle can find themselves 

sandwiched between “Are we there yet?” and “Could it get any louder 

in here?” 

“Divide and conquer is often the best strategy on a big family trip” 

is how O’Shaughnessy puts it. “Some people like to go, go, go, and 

others prefer to linger. Build in room for independent needs and 

wants, and then gather for an activity or a meal.” 

We take that approach from the outset. The cousins want to play 

barista with the old-school stovetop espresso makers in the kitchen, 

so they hang back with my father-in-law while the rest of us head 

into town for staples: very good olive oil, exceptional cheeses, local 

salumi, breadsticks, lemons, rosé. 

We’ve arranged through our advisor for a local chef to lead 

a pasta-making class that first evening. And though Valeria 

doesn’t speak much English and Wi-Fi isn’t cooperating with 

Google, we do just fine following her lead with gestures and 

smiles. Crack one egg with another. Massage the yolks into 

semolina wheat, then add water. Roll it, cut it, and presto! 

Scrumptious-looking tagliatelle. With the sun setting and 

candles flickering, we set an outdoor table for one of the 

most magical family dinners we’ve ever had. 

The next morning, bright-eyed for adventure, our 

Fiat fleet sets a course for Montalcino, a perfect 

little hill town fortified by perimeter walls with a  

Hogwarts-like castle at its high point. At least that’s 

how we sell it to the teenagers. The adults know it’s 

one of the world’s great wine destinations, for its 

rare and puckery brunello di Montalcino. While the 

boys cast Latin spells in cobblestoned passageways, 

we stock up on excellent bottles for eight euros a pop 

before driving west 25 minutes to Pienza. Another 

fairy-tale hamlet and a UNESCO World Heritage site, 

Pienza is immediately dubbed “the stinky cheese town” 

“Be careful in 
those round-
abouts,” adds my 
mother. “Don’t 
think you’re an 
Italian driver!”
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GO Rev up Tuscan roads with Auto Europe, 

which, along with supplying Fiat models 

ranging from compacts to SUVs, can help 

travelers assemble convoys of Alfa Romeos, 

Maseratis, and Ferraris.

STAY Cuvée’s villa and farmhouse estates in-

clude such family favorites as La Veduta di 

Vertine, a restored sixteenth-century home 

with five bedrooms, an outdoor pizza oven, a 

bocce court, vegetable gardens, and estate-

fresh eggs delivered by basket each morning. 

From $3,500 per night (minimum three-night 

stay), including one chef-prepared breakfast 

and a stocked pantry.

Onefinestay’s Tuscan villas range from 2 to 

20 bedrooms. A recommendation for wine 

lovers: Fontanelle, a designer-restored, five-

bedroom stone home in the heart of Mon-

talcino wine country with vaulted ceilings 

and an outdoor dining terrace overlooking 

hills striped with brunello vines. From $939 

per night (minimum seven-night stay). 

back, and I literally need to pull Grandpa Bob away once the conversa-

tion turns to della Corta’s time as an infantryman in Sardinia.  

Getting a grip on the coffee situation may be the other key to living 

like a local. In Tuscany, you get your caffeine fix in a bar, not a restau-

rant. Coffee isn’t meant to be idled over, which is why those Italian 

cups are tiny and thrown back in a gulp or two. At the Paganico cof-

fee spot that becomes our regular, we learn to ask not for “espresso”  

but rather “un caffè, per favore,” a single shot with a caramel-colored 

layer of crema. You stand (don’t sit) to drink it, then move on post-

haste. And resist all temptation to order a cappuccino after 10 am.

Celebrate 
Good Times
Cool cars and private villas bring 
the party to Tuscany.

Florentine steak, too, has its sacrosanct traditions. One morning 

after coffee, my wife and I take the cousins to the local butcher to pro- 

cure a few choice cuts to throw onto the villa’s wood-fired grill. The 

quick errand turns into an impromptu bistecca workshop. Sourced 

from the prized Maremmana breed of cattle, the mighty Fiorentina 

is a rear loin cut that includes the T-bone. “It must sit an hour outside 

the refrigerator before it cooks over red-hot embers,” we’re told. “Add  

nothing but olive oil, salt, and pepper; cook it exactly seven min-

utes on each side and one minute standing on the bone; and eat right 

away.” It only takes me three hours of heated preparation – Nonna #1:  

“Don’t burn yourself!” Nonna #2: “Do you have a fire extinguisher?” – 

to make the family think I’m a seasoned Tuscan grill master. 

  Far more effortless is the excursion on our last full day to Borgo 

Santo Pietro, a 200-acre retreat built around an immaculately updated 

800-year-old manor house. We stop along the way at San Galgano Ab-

bey, a stunning thirteenth-century Gothic ruin with a roof completely 

open to the skies. Here we find another draw for young and old alike: 

Eighteenth-century 
Villa Lorian.

Built in the 1700s as a manor house for 

neighboring Argiano Castle, Villa Lorian is 

just one of Villas of Distinction’s 153 homes 

in Tuscany. The property welcomes groups 

with swaying cypresses and mature olive 

trees, five bedrooms, a pool, and ample  

hammock room to savor Tuscany. From 

$931 per night (minimum seven-night stay), 

including a $100 credit for a personal chef, 

chauffeured winetasting, or other service.



ENJOY THE FINEST CUISINE AT SEA™ ABOARD OUR INTIMATE AND LUXURIOUS SHIPS.
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Ask your Virtuoso Travel Advisor about special voyages with exclusive Virtuoso benefits, 

such as complimentary Shore Experiences and Pre-Paid Gratuities.

For some, it’s sitting down to the first five-star dinner of the trip, and being transported  

by the rich, unexpected flavors awaiting you. For others, it’s pulling into an exotic,  

remote port without another ship in sight. And for others, it’s the little things.  

Discover your moment.
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a real medieval sword planted in a stone that some believe was the  

inspiration for the Excalibur tale. 

The nonne’s “big deal” birthday lunch is just as legendary. In the  

garden courtyard at the Borgo’s Michelin-starred restaurant, Meo 

Modo, the eight of us toast the good fortune of being together as a 

family on a doubly joyous occasion. The grandmothers open pres-

ents between ten courses of modernist Tuscan cuisine – asparagus 

risotto with licorice and mint; lamb with green peas and hay; a giant 

birthday cake inscribed with Buon Compleanno! 

On the ride home, I’m touched by how grateful the nonne are for 

a week they both describe as the trip of a lifetime, and it’s hard not 

to agree. The afternoon sun casts long shadows on those Tuscan 

cypress, and the mountain vistas are straight out of a Renaissance 

painting. Not that I’m taking my eyes off the road. 

“Let’s enjoy the view,” my mother-in-law says. “Yeah,” adds my 

mother, “except for the driver.” 

Not to jinx it, but turning 
80 looks pretty fantastic  
in Tuscany.

The farmhouses on Belmond Castello di 

Casole’s estate let guests spread out in 

three- to ten-bedroom manors on cultivated 

lots of 100 to 160 acres. The 41-suite hotel 

occupies the former castle of the noble 

eighteenth-century Bargagli family of Siena. 

Four-bedroom farmhouse rentals from 

$1,650, including breakfast daily at the hotel 

and a pizza-making class, winetasting, or 

language class for two.

Tip
“Tuscan estate hotels are wonderful for families. They offer a va-
riety of multiroom accommodation options, including stand-alone 

villas, which provide independence and home-away-from-home 
space, paired with extensive services. These full-hotel perks range 
from a variety of dining outlets and expansive spa facilities to on-

site family-focused, structured activities and programming.” 

– Amie O’Shaughnessy, Virtuoso travel agency owner, San Francisco

Borgo Pignano’s one- to ten-bedroom 

maisonettes, cottages, and farmhouse, with 

their private terraces and country views, 

are close enough to the 14-room main villa 

and restaurant for guests to enjoy tradi-

tional hotel pampering, yet far enough to 

guarantee seclusion. Cottages from $630, 

including breakfast daily at the villa and a 

$100 resort credit.

Borgo Pignano’s  
pool view.

Borgo Santo  
Pietro’s gardens.

Former Danish fashion designer Jeanette 

Thottrup and her husband, Claus, turned 

a lumbering thirteenth-century estate into 

one of Tuscany’s most polished and alluring 

country hotels. With storybook gardens, a 

working organic farm and vineyard, and the 

new two-suite Casa dei Fiori Bianchi pool 

house villa, 20-room Borgo Santo Pietro is 

a haven of tranquility and fine dining. Pool 

house villa from $7,439, including breakfast 

daily at the hotel and a $100 spa credit.   

Borgo Pignano’s  
pool view.



A thousand-year-old village. A river of lights. A memory time can’t extinguish. 

Leave the crowds behind on a small, lovely ship, and lose yourself in the wonders 

of an authentic culture. We can take you places other ships can’t. Contact your 

Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more information.

Star Legend, Hoi An Village, Vietnam. 

THE CRUISE FOR PEOPLE 

WHO AREN’T ESPECIALLY 

INTO CRUISES.
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A four-part guide that will have you singing  
the praises of Prague.  By Mike Dunphy

RHAPSODY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEFAN FUERTBAUER

From far left: Lazy Eye dress shop, Prague 
Castle, Café Imperial’s raspberry brioche,  
and DOX Centre for Contemporary Art.
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OU NEED TO GET LOST AT LEAST ONCE IN PRAGUE. ONLY THEN DOES 

the Czech capital’s web of ancient streets turn full labyrinth and glow with an energy that makes 

alchemists, golems, and ghosts of headless Templars seem ready to step from the shadows.  

Scanning street corners and alleys for a familiar landmark draws your attention to more than a 

thousand years of rich architecture – Romanesque, medieval, baroque, art nouveau, deco, cubist – 

that somehow survived centuries of wars and revolutions.

“It’s fascinating to imagine how many generations have walked through the same door and up the 

same steps to houses, churches, and towers,” says Jana Frintova, owner of Patriot Travel, Virtuoso’s Prague-based tour 

connection, who works with travel advisors on custom itineraries throughout central Europe. The city’s cost of living, ex-

cellent public transport, and liberal attitude lure numerous travelers, as well as expats like me – OK, the omnipresent beer 

gardens and a thriving social scene are pretty strong draws too. 

For its 1.3 million residents, the tourist staples of Old Town, Mala Strana, and the Castle District are just postcard intro-

ductions to Prague. Surrounding neighborhoods such as Holesovice and Vinohrady reveal a more contemporary culture 

brimming with nouveau-Czech chefs, brewmasters, artists, fashion designers, and even circus performers, all of whom 

channel the city’s long-standing love of the avant-garde. Novelist and native son Franz Kafka got it right when he famously 

wrote in a 1902 letter to a friend, “Prague never lets you go … this dear little mother has sharp claws.” Here’s to digging in.
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FIRST-TIME VISITORS 

tend to fall for Prague with 

their introduction to Mala  

Strana. Set on the Vltava River’s 

west bank, the elegant and 

often quiet neighborhood may 

lack the in-your-face grandeur 

of Prague Castle or sections of 

the Old Town, but every stone, 

brick, and windowpane evokes 

romance, as if the city is sweep-

ing you into its arms for a dip. 

Photographers with tripods 

abound, especially early, when 

the morning mist mingles with 

the rising sun’s rays, and late at 

night, as they capture the glow 

of antique gas streetlamps. 

“This is one of the favorite 

parts of the city for both tour-

ists and locals,” Frintova says, 

“with lots of parks, including 

some, like Vrtba Garden, hid-

den inside blocks of houses.” 

Enter Mala Strana through the 

western gate of the 660-year-

old Charles Bridge and follow 

its streets’ twists and curves 

from one palace, abbey, and 

garden to another. Sixteenth-

century Wallenstein Garden, a 

short walk north of the Charles 

Bridge, is a favorite for its 

albino peacocks, giant carp and 

koi pond, geometric hedges, 

and bronzes of Greek heroes. 

At its south end, artificial 

stalactites drip down a wall, 

forming grotesque faces, before 

wrapping around an owlery.

The majority of tourists stick 

to the “Royal Route,” which 

starts at Republic Square and 

leads west up the long, mostly 

The Czechs’ passion for beer makes them the largest 
consumers of it in the world: a full 142 liters (38 gallons) 

per person annually. That’s nearly 40 liters more than in Germany 
and about 65 more than in the United States.

THE FAIRY TALE 

Prague Castle/Mala Strana

Clockwise from top left: 
Guarding Prague Castle, 

Art & Food Had, and Stra-
hov Monastery’s library. 
Opposite: The view from 

Prague Castle.
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still lodged in several build-

ings. This roundabout route a 

few blocks off the tourist track 

leads to the district’s other 

highlight, Strahov Monastery, 

home to a Catholic order since 

1140. Strahov’s library remains 

its star attraction, with ornate 

frescoed and stucco ceilings 

and rooms connected by an 

antique cabinet of curiosities – 

stuffed dodo bird included. 

PRIZED PINT Praying isn’t 

the only thing the Strahov 

Monastery’s residents 

do – they’ve also brewed 

beer since the fourteenth 

century. Sample one of ten 

refreshing options at the 

historic on-site brewery. 

strahovskyklaster.cz.

TOP TABLE Art & Food 

Had serves dishes such 

as venison with parsnips, 

chestnuts, black trumpet 

mushrooms, and juniper 

sauce in a dining room 

decorated with Czech art-

ist Michal Singer’s fauvist 

paintings. art-food.cz.

SOUVENIR FIND Prague has 

a rich tradition of puppetry, 

and Marionety Truhlar’s 

handcarved pieces are both 

toys and works of art. Send 

a photo ahead, and they’ll 

craft a spitting image of it. 

marionety.com.

ART WALK Exhibits at  

the riverfront Museum 

Kampa range from the 

work of contemporary 

Czech artists to the shoes 

and designs of fashion  

icon Manolo Blahnik.  

museumkampa.com.

HIDDEN GEM Discover the 

Magical Cavern, artist 

Reon Argondian’s home and 

studio in a repurposed mill 

halfway up Petrin Hill. His 

fantasy world is a psyche-

delic vision of buxom paint-

ings, gargoyle sculptures, 

and vividly colored faux 

stone. reon.cz.

District Dos

straight slope to Prague Castle. 

Though crowded, the castle is a 

city highlight everyone should 

see, especially Saint Vitus Cath- 

edral, where Czech kings and 

queens were crowned for seven 

centuries. The church houses 

the Bohemian crown jewels, 

locked away in a special cham-

ber accessed via the amethyst-, 

jasper-, and gold-bedecked 

chapel of Saint Wenceslas, the 

spiritual founder of the Czech 

state. Don’t leave without 

climbing the bell tower, a work-

out that rewards with one of 

the city’s best views. 

From the castle, follow Novy 

Svet, a peaceful cobblestoned 

street that winds through an 

almost perfectly preserved 

eighteenth-century neighbor-

hood, where cannonballs from 

the Prussian siege of 1757 are 

Creepy cool (from top 
left): Marionety Truh-
lar’s lifelike and more 
playful puppets and 
Czech sculptor Michal 
Gabriel’s Red Rider at 
Museum Kampa.
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PRIZED PINT T-Anker,  

the rooftop bar of the 

Communist-era Kotva 

department store, combines 

Czech craft beer with views 

of Prague’s spires. t-anker.cz.

TOP TABLE Beneath 

chandeliers of glass bones, 

intimate La Degustation 

Boheme Bourgeoise 

serves eight-course nou-

veau-Czech tasting menus. 

Recent hits include pigeon 

with sunflower seeds and 

black currants, and pork 

with mustard and apple 

paired with fresh rose-hip 

juice. ladegustation.cz.

CAFÉ KING Prague’s most 

sumptuous interior decor 

lines the walls and pillars of 

the opulent Café Imperial, 

where millions of ceramic 

tiles form Moorish mosaics. 

cafeimperial.cz.

NIGHT OUT Check the 

lineup at the Estates  

Theatre, where Mozart de-

buted Don Giovanni in 1787. 

Its velvet-and-gold interior 

has changed little since and 

was the setting for scenes in 

the Oscar-winning film Ama-

deus. estatestheatre.cz.

HIDDEN GEM Get lost in 

books at the Prague  

Municipal Library: Sculp-

tor Matej Kren’s Idiom is 

a hollow tower of some 

8,000 volumes. Peer up 

and down through its tear-

drop opening – strategi-

cally placed mirrors extend 

the wormhole illusion to 

eternity. mlp.cz.

District Dos

POWER AND GLORY 

Old and New Towns

EAST OF THE RIVER, THE 

Old and New towns are filled 

with “monuments built to 

demonstrate power, such as the 

Powder Tower or the Estates 

Theatre,” says Vlastimil Svaty,  

owner of Art & Food Had. 

“They take you back to the 

time of emperors.” At the heart 

is Old Town Square, home to 

Prague’s famed astronomical 

clock, which struck its first 

chimes in 1410. Timing is 

everything here: On the hour, 

a skeleton rings a bell to an-

nounce the Twelve Apostles’ 

procession through its cuckoo-

clock-style doors. (The clock 

was recently stopped for resto-

ration, but should start ticking 

away again by late summer.)

From the clock tower, put the 

map away and venture down the 

narrow streets that extend in 

every direction. Those heading 

south and east eventually flow 

to Wenceslas Square, a long, 

Parisian-style boulevard that 

slopes gently up to the famous 

statue of Saint Wenceslas 

astride his warhorse and the epi-

center of Prague’s nightlife. For 

a one-stop evening out, the art 

nouveau Lucerna Palace draws 

a lively crowd to its restaurants, 

cafés, dance club, concert hall, 

and vintage cinema – as well as 

artist David Cerny’s tongue-in-

cheek take on Saint Wenceslas 

astride the belly of his upside-

down steed, suspended from its 

central dome.

Clockwise from top  
left: Old Town Square’s  
fourteenth-century Tyn 

Church, Café Imperial, and 
walking Wenceslas Square.
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NORTH OF THE VLTAVA, 

the once industrial Hole-

sovice neighborhood stood 

largely derelict and forgotten 

until f loods inundated it in 

2002. Landowners responded 

with renovations that attracted 

artists and entrepreneurs, 

who transformed it into one 

of the city’s coolest addresses. 

Holesovice Market, a huge 

nineteenth-century former 

slaughterhouse, anchors 

Holesovice’s southern border 

on the river with a hodge-

podge of farmers’ and f lea 

markets, high- and low-end 

restaurants, and art studios. 

One standout is Jatka78, 

where members of Cirk La 

Putyka perform an inspired 

combination of acrobatics, 

contemporary dance, pup-

petry, concert, and sport.

A few blocks west of Vltavska 

metro station, which es-

sentially splits the district 

in two, fill an afternoon at 

Veverkova Street’s buzzing 

cafés, bookshops, fashion 

boutiques, and showrooms 

for many of the city’s bright-

est young designers. Three 

favorites: Recycle Vintage 

Store’s upcycled jackets, 

sweaters, and T-shirts; Page 

Five, a one-room bookstore 

and publisher specializing in 

art books and original prints; 

and the showroom of world-

renowned furniture designer 

Helena Darbujanova.

INDUSTRIAL REVELATION 

Holesovice

PRIZED PINT A visit to 

the beer garden in hilltop 

Letna Park is less about 

the beer and the shady tree 

canopy and more about the 

panoramic perspective of 

Prague just below.

TOP TABLE Sexy SaSaZu 

pays spicy and skillful 

tribute to Prague’s size- 

able Southeast Asian pop- 

ulation with Vietnamese 

curry-turmeric chicken and 

Indonesian beef in lao gan 

ma chili sauce, among other 

favorites. The restaurant 

occupies a poshed-up 

warehouse space, with 

a popular nightclub at-

tached. sasazu.com.

SOUVENIR FIND Half of the 

industrial-chic Vnitroblock 

café houses Signature 

Store, which sells trendy 

clothing, stationery, cos-

metics, and more by Czech 

designers. vnitroblock.cz.

ART WALK A former 

sheet-metal plant, DOX 

Centre for Contemporary 

Art exhibits mixed-media 

works, photography, and 

sculptures beneath a 

138-foot-long steel-and-

wood zeppelin. dox.cz.

HIDDEN GEM Behind a 

nondescript facade on an 

equally nondescript street 

is one of the city’s lushest 

garden cafés, Cukrarna 

Alchymista. Its excellent 

cakes make perfect pick-

me-up pairings for your 

afternoon coffee or tea. 

alchymista.cz.

District Dos

From top: SaSaZu’s filet mignon 
with fresh chilies, DOX Centre 
for Contemporary Art’s café, 
and Holesovice Market.
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WELL-TO-DO PROFES-

sionals and expats favor 

Vinohrady, an elegant, upscale 

neighborhood named for 

the vineyards that once 

covered the slopes east of 

Old Town, which were later 

replanted with orchards and 

rose gardens. The district 

coalesces around two major 

squares: Namesti Miru (Peace 

Square) on its western side 

and Jiri z Podebrad (or “J-Z-P” 

as many call it) to the east, 

where Vinohrady merges with 

the traditionally blue-collar 

Zizkov neighborhood. Rapid 

gentrification, complete with 

artisanal doughnuts, wine 

bars, and design shops, makes 

it hard to distinguish the two. 

For classy French brunches, 

wait in line at Le Caveau Bakery 

on the north side of J-Z-P, while 

on its west side, Cafefin adds 

a Vietnamese f lavor. From 

Wednesday to Saturday, the 

square hosts one of the city’s 

best farmers’ markets, with 

live musicians on weekends.

Among Vinohrady’s abundant 

green spaces and parks, the 

most popular by far is Riegrovy 

Sady, which comes alive dur-

ing happy hour. Join the locals 

picnicking on the lawn, playing 

games, and sipping pints in the 

city’s largest beer garden. The 

northwest slope offers the best 

sunset views of Prague and fills 

daily for the spectacle. 

PRIZED PINT Vinohrady 

teems with craft beer bars, 

but only Vinohradsky  

Pivovar brews its own on-

site. vinohradskypivovar.cz. 

TOP TABLE Despite the 

Czech passion for meat, 

vegetarian cuisine thrives in 

pockets, nowhere more im-

pressively than at the upscale 

and earthy Etnosvet, which 

serves dishes such as forest-

mushroom pappardelle and 

“nut Wellington.” etnosvet.cz.

SOUVENIR FIND Go retro 

at Lazy Eye, with tailored 

dresses inspired by patterns 

and cuts from the 1930s, 

’40s, and ’50s. lazyeye.cz.

ART WALK Olsany Cem-

etery contains as much art in 

its tombstones and statuary 

as any gallery, as well as be-

ing the final resting place of 

many notable Czech figures. 

Find the grave of Franz Kafka 

in the New Jewish Cemetery, 

just next door.

HIDDEN GEM It’s easy to 

miss the poeziomat (“poetry 

jukebox”) on the west side of 

cobbled Namesti Miru. At the 

press of a button, the green, 

periscope-like installation 

plays Czech and American 

poems read in their original 

languages by their authors.

District Dos

From left: Peace Square’s 
Church of Saint Ludmila, 
Lazy Eye’s retro appeal, and 
Vinohrady Theatre.

WINE AND ROSES 

Vinohrady

STAY  Designer Olga Polizzi helped transform the thirteenth-

century Saint Thomas monastery and its historic buildings be-

tween Prague Castle and the Charles Bridge into the 101-room 

Augustine hotel. Its interior garden (with a restaurant and the 

Refectory bar) is one of the city’s best-kept secrets and the 

only place you’ll find the dark, slightly sweet Saint Thomas 

beer, which craft brewer Matuska makes exclusively for the 

hotel according to the monks’ original recipe. Doubles from 

$445, including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.

The 99-room Mandarin Oriental, Prague blends into the  

narrow lanes of a quiet section of Mala Strana. Step through 

the gate, however, and you’ll find a vibrant, sleekly designed 

hotel tastefully integrated into the medieval ruins of a Domini-

can monastery, portions of which are still visible beneath glass 

in the spa. Doubles from $499, including breakfast daily and 

a $100 hotel credit.

Perched on the east riverbank beside the Charles Bridge, the 

157-room Four Seasons Hotel Prague provides impressive 

views of the Castle District across the river, particularly from 

its restaurant. After city explorations, refresh yourself in its 

Ava Spa with treatments inspired by the country’s famous spa 

towns of Karlovy Vary, Marianske Lazne, and Teplice. Doubles 

from $519, including breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

CRUISE  On Viking River Cruises’ ten-day trip between Berlin 

and Prague, spend five days cruising the Elbe aboard the 

98-passenger Astrild before wrapping up with three days in 

the Czech capital. Along with guided sightseeing, cruisers also 

receive special access to the sixteenth-century Lobkowicz 

Palace at Prague Castle to view one of the country’s most 

important art collections. Departures: Multiple dates, June 7 

through November 9; from $2,999.  

Three favorite hotels and a river cruise that culminates 

with two nights in the city.

PRAGUE TRAVEL PLANS
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The thrill hit us the next morning. How had we not noticed the 

10,000-foot snowcapped peak towering above our hotel, or the per-

fect patchwork of pools and fairways stretching to the opposite hori-

zon? The rising sun turned the mountains lavender and gold. I’d never 

seen skies so blue. 

HE FIRST TIME I EVER WENT TO PALM SPRINGS, THE 

woman I was dating drove us there from Los Angeles late 

one moonless Friday in her red Miata. Even with the convert-

ible top down, when we pulled into town we couldn’t discern 

much in the darkness beyond a few tall cacti and some floodlit palms.  

First Person
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*Fares are per person, non-air, cruise-only, based on double occupancy and apply to the first two passengers in a stateroom. These fares do not apply to singles or third/fourth-berth passengers. This offer is capacity controlled and may not be combinable with any other public, 

group or past passenger discount, including onboard credits. Offer is not transferable and is available to residents of the 50 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico and the District of Columbia who are 21 years of age or older and receive this offer. Fares quoted in U.S. 

dollars. Please refer to your travel agent for terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. Offer may combine with other offers such as group onboard credits, limited time offers and Military benefits. †FREE Onboard Spending Money of up to $1,000 Spending 

Money per stateroom is based on voyage length and stateroom type. Offer is applicable to first two guests in a stateroom. Guests with single occupancy will receive double the per guest credit amount. Offer does not apply to third or fourth guests. Spending money may be 

used on a single voyage only, is not redeemable for cash, cannot be used in the casino, expires at the end of that voyage and is not applicable during the land portion of cruisetours. Onboard spending money is based on the ship’s onboard currency. Offer valid: May 1 - June 19, 

2018. ^Up to $75 onboard credit is per stateroom, based on double occupancy. Onboard credit may be used on a single voyage only,  is not redeemable for cash, cannot be used for the casino and expires at the end of that voyage. Onboard credit is quoted in U.S. dollars. Void 

where prohibited by law. Chocolate covered strawberries are subject to availability. ©2018 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.z

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today

Plus, receive up to $75 to spend on board and free chocolate-covered strawberries!^

british isles 
(with dublin overnight)

$3,449*

12 days  |  Crown Princess®  |  Roundtrip Southampton  |  5/01/2019

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses up to $180 are additional.

voyage of the glaciers 
(northbound)

$2,169*

7 days  |  Royal Princess®  |  Vancouver to Whittier  |  5/11/2019

Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses up to $190 are additional.

Don’t miss Princess’ Landmark Sale May 1 – June 19, 2018 
for up to $1,000 FREE onboard spending money per stateroom†
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care to be. Night is the territory of sleep, but 

also of dreams. In an unfamiliar setting at the 

end of the day, you’re as much a mystery to 

the new destination as the new destination is 

a mystery to you. 

In a letter to his brother, Vincent van Gogh 

wrote, “It often seems to me that the night 

is much more alive and richly colored than 

the day.” I can see that, especially in a place 

like, say, Miami Beach. Motoring down Col-

lins Avenue into the Art Deco District along 

South Beach is enjoyable during the day, but 

at night, with the hotel names illuminated in 

pink and turquoise neon, and the neighbor-

hood’s retro futurism in full shimmer, there’s 

no place like it on earth. And let’s not even 

compare arriving in Vegas at lunch to getting 

there for late cocktails. It just wouldn’t pack 

the same punch to hear Sinatra sing, “Luck 

be a lady this afternoon.” 

I don’t think it’s a coincidence that my girl-

friend and I ended up getting married two 

years later in Palm Springs. After that first 

trip, we made a tradition of arriving in the 

desert after nightfall. It’s just too irresist-

ibly romantic. Even on the day of our wed-

ding, we waited patiently until the sun sank 

behind that tall peak before we exchanged 

our vows. Our original trip set the tone for a 

lifetime together. Like the best arrivals, the 

best relationships are about the potential of 

what’s to come as much as what you see in 

front of you.  

Arriving somewhere new at night can trip 

you up like that: On a taxi ride into Manhattan 

from the airport at 9 or 10 pm, you miss the 

traffic and emerge from tunnel or bridge to 

find the city in hair-down mode – Wall Street 

types are out walking their poodles; you might 

even win a smile from a cop. 

Getting in late is a kind of beckoning. You’re 

there, but not yet fully aware of the true 

power of a place. The unknown is filled with 

promise and opportunity – I tend to relish 

the just-under-the-wire quality of it all. Let’s 

say you trade your frenetic urban routine for 

somewhere languid and tropical. The bare-

foot, laughing couple you glimpse stretched 

out casually with drinks holds the possibility 

of what future you – relaxed you – might be-

come. Just give it another 24 hours, right?

 So much of what makes life alluring is an-

ticipation, and I’m perfectly fine not receiv-

ing the whole enchilada the instant I touch 

down someplace. Allow the journey to unfold 

slowly, and you’ve mastered the endangered 

art of savoring. Consider it the same as with 

getting to know people: What fun would dat-

ing be if my girlfriend and I had somehow ac-

quired full dossiers on each other the day we 

met? Half the pleasure we were having was 

the constant discovery, of each other and the 

world, side by side. 

Once, in the coastal cowboy country south 

of Puerto Vallarta, she and I arrived late to 

a small hotel we’d been talking about excit-

edly for weeks. Under cover of night, it looked 

nothing like it had in the travel magazines: 

The place was actually more magical. The 

Milky Way arched overhead, and armies of 

fireflies glittered around us. Hundreds of 

candles lined the gravel pathway to an open-

air reception area, which turned out to be an 

antique desk under a crystal chandelier drip-

ping with flickering votives. If the true mean-

ing of the word “awe” is to feel small, almost 

fearful, in the face of something vast and in-

explicable, then this entrance – and sharing it 

with someone significant – was as awesome 

as any I’d experienced.

On the road, I like to let go of my usual 

habits and hang-ups. That’s somehow eas-

ier at night too. It’s acceptable to be a little 

wacky from jet lag or to excuse yourself from 

small talk about your flight delay and politely 

march off to bed. You can be as wrinkled or as 

polished, as animated or as pensive, as you 

First Person

ALLOW THE 

JOURNEY  

TO UNFOLD 

SLOWLY,  

AND YOU’VE  
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ENDANGERED 
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Top 7 Reasons to Choose 
Hurtigruten for Your 
Expedition Cruise to 
Antarctica

1. LEADER IN POLAR CRUISES
With 125 years of experience sailing in 
polar waters, our captains and crew have 
deep knowledge of navigating the waters 
of Antarctica and beyond.
 

2. EXCELLENT EXPEDITION TEAM
Our highly-experienced and inspiring 
expedition teams share their expertise 
of the region’s landscapes and wildlife, 
ensuring you have an authentic and 
immersive Antarctica experience.

3. YOUR BASE CAMP AT SEA 
Our purpose-built expedition vessels are 
specifi cally designed to navigate in polar 
waters and will serve as your base camp 
at sea for your adventure to Antarctica.
 

4. MORE OPTIONS TO EXPLORE
From kayaking by icebergs or night 
camping under the Antarctic sky to 
photographing astounding concentrations 
of wildlife, we off er you more ways to 
connect with your inner explorer.
 

5. ANTARCTICA AND BEYOND
Hurtigruten off ers unique itineraries to 
Antarctica, along with options to combine 
your expedition with explorations of 
South Georgia, the Falkland Islands, 
Patagonia, and the Chilean fjords.
 

6. COMMITMENT TO ANTARCTICA 
Hurtigruten is an industry leader in 
sustainability with a deep commitment to 
preserving the waters of Antarctica and 
its marine life.

7. EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 
Hurtigruten’s unrivaled Antarctica 
expeditions are an outstanding value that 
provide an abundance of memorable and 
life-aff irming experiences.

ANTARCTICA  |  ARCTIC CANADA & NORTHWEST PASSAGE  

GREENLAND  |  ICELAND  |  NORWAY |  SVALBARD   

The world’s first hybrid-
powered cruise ships, 
MS Roald Amundsen and 
MS Fridtjof Nansen, will 
join Hurtigruten in 2019.

A NEW ERA OF POLAR 
EXPLORATION IS HERE

BOOK TODAY!

Contact your Virtuoso 
Travel Advisor

THE FUTURE OF 
EXPEDITION CRUISING 
IN ANTARCTICA
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Point of View

IT’S REALLY THE BASICS THAT YOU’VE GOT TO GET  

right to begin with. You can design the same space 150 differ-

ent ways, and they can be good or absolutely ghastly. If you get 

the architectural space right – the heights, the doors, the en-

filade – then already you feel comfortable. However much you 

put in pretty curtains and sofas, if the space is badly planned, 

it’s never going to feel comfortable.

Downstairs can be quite creative. It’s always nice to bring 

a smile to people’s lips. But upstairs has to look and feel very, 

very clean. It mustn’t feel like you’ve had 150 people in before. 

Then you have to get the obvious things right. Simple lighting 

that anyone can understand: I was in a hotel the other day 

in Milan, and I just could not turn off the lighting at night. I 

pushed every button, did everything. That’s really annoying. 

I like leaving areas free. Everyone fills every single surface 

in a hotel room with pamphlets, leaflets, notices. I always just 

tidy them up in a pile and put them to the side, so you’ve got 

somewhere to put your own stuff. Hotels are always trying to 

advertise something that’s downstairs. I think if people want 

to go out and have dinner in the city, they’re not going to be 

tempted by a pamphlet telling them about your restaurant. 

Another thing that hotels never do right is fruit. They have a 

bowl of hard, uneatable fruit. It looks nice, but I’d rather have 

a bowl of one thing – cherries or strawberries or tangerines – 

something you can eat easily.

Local art immediately gives you the feeling of the city 

you’re in. It’s amazing how different the art is from Munich to 

Berlin or even from Berlin to Florence. Music I’m not so keen 

on all the time. I think people are frightened of quiet. Actu-

ally, it’s rather nice to sit quietly now and again and not have 

Muzak blasted at you. 

I’ve still to find the perfect hotel! I think that the de Russie in 

Rome is very good. I think Brown’s in London at its best is very 

good. My brother [Rocco Forte] really majors in service. We try 

not to have anyone at our hotels who’s not really charming.

FROM WHERE
I STAND
THREE PEOPLE WHO KNOW  

DISCUSS: WELCOMING HOTELS.

INTERVIEWS BY MARIKA CAIN

Olga Polizzi
Deputy chairman and director 

of design, Rocco Forte Hotels
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IT’S ALWAYS GOING TO BE ABOUT THE ARRIVAL EXPERI-

ence. When you drive up the driveway here, you see that 

huge Beverly Hills Hotel sign that was installed in the for-

ties, the green-and-white-striped awning. The red carpet for 

our hotel is really the warm welcome. Whether it be there or 

at another property, I always look for how people make you 

feel when you walk in. 

Service sets the entire mood and the tone. When it gets 

down to poor service, it’s never, ever about the mistake – 

it’s about the recovery. People are forgiving. If you’re at a 

restaurant and somebody spills a glass of red wine on the 

table, it’s really about what they do to try to make it right. 

As long as there’s a genuine embrace of “Wow, I’m really, 

really sorry.” 

There’s a tremendous amount of warmth and authentic-

ity at The Beverly Hills Hotel. The Pink Palace is the first his-

toric landmark in Beverly Hills – the city of Beverly Hills was 

named after the hotel. The Polo Lounge turned 78 last year. 

It’s one of those rooms that is so magnetic. You can plop 

down, enjoy it, and do your people-watching. Table number 

three was Frank Sinatra’s table; table number six was Joe 

DiMaggio and Marilyn Monroe’s favorite table. People sit 

there and they kind of fall in love with the room.

Luxury can be like a dog chasing its tail in today’s world. 

Technology has changed how we interact with guests a tre-

mendous amount. But there’s not a device out there that will 

ever replace human interactions. There’s no expiration date 

on relationships if you continue to invest and deposit trust 

in them.

I’D NEVER REALLY BEEN IN A HOTEL AS A YOUNG WOMAN. 

It’s not something I grew up with. We were a modest, middle-

class family. My first real job was with Cunard Line, and my first 

experience with hotels was with The Ritz in London, which was 

a Cunard hotel at that time. I truly thought I had died and gone 

to heaven. The GM was this very distinguished gentleman who 

had worked for the king of Jordan. There was this kind of make-

believe world that I felt like I was entering.

The Mansion on Turtle Creek had a real impact on me, may-

be 30 years ago. What they were doing at that time was so out 

of the box. They were doing the gardens and having their own 

products. They were the first to use a local chef, who was do-

ing amazing things in the kitchen. It was super-luxury, but super 

“of” that place. 

I still love the Park Hyatt Tokyo. Every book is in the right 

place; the hangers are perfect. That’s what’s fun about hotels. 

For that one moment, everything is perfect.

In the old days there was this housekeeper at The Bev-

erly Hills Hotel who would make maps of how guests left their 

rooms. They would literally have Polaroid photos of how things 

were laid out so that person would return time after time and 

have things in a predictable, comforting way. Sometimes that 

familiarity gives people comfort in a time that’s unpredictable, 

like when they’re traveling. 

Hotels are becoming almost extensions of living rooms. It’s 

a trend that started with the more millennial-focused hotels – 

the Aces, the NoMads – and now some of the more traditional 

hotels are doing it. It gives a really nice local feeling, that people 

from the neighborhood are using the hotel. I was recently at The 

Lowell in NYC, having a drink in their beautiful new club area. It’s 

stunning. Partly it’s having this beautiful fireplace, but it’s also 

the flowers, the lighting. They’ve just hit that note perfectly, and 

with great, comfortable chairs and the right music. 

Why are hotels so cool? You are, for that second, whoever 

you want to be, whether that’s a character from Downton Ab-

bey walking in in your best clothes, or you’re just sneaking up to 

your room and snuggling up with a book. Whether it’s getting an 

aspirin if you have a headache or someone offering you a tea if 

you come off the plane looking tired, that feeling of being taken 

care of is what’s ultimately appealing on a very basic level.  

Alice Marshall
Owner, Alice Marshall Public 

Relations, an agency special-

izing in luxury travel and goods

Ed Mady 
Regional director, West Coast 

U.S.A., the Dorchester Collec-

tion, and general manager of 

The Beverly Hills Hotel
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HOW
TO
TRAVEL
BETTER

WHERE WE’RE GOING

“MEXICO’S YUCATÁN PENINSULA. 

I plan to explore Chichén Itzá, swim in 

a cenote (bucket list!), and then park 

myself on a beach with bottomless 

margaritas until they kick me out.” 

– Veronica Rosalez, graphic designer

“I’m visiting MONTRÉAL for the first 

time this month, and I’ve got ambitious 

plans for my long weekend: Soak up 

French culture, drink rum cocktails at 

Agrikol, and catch an indie-rock show 

at one of the city’s popular venues.”  

– Amy Cassell, associate editor

 

“My son and I are hopping a floatplane 

from Seattle to ORCAS ISLAND in the 

San Juans to spend a long weekend 

with friends at their farmhouse. We’ll 

hike, play on the beach, and cook feasts 

with fresh island food.”  – Marika Cain, 

managing editor

THE TRAVEL TIPS, 

INSIGHT, AND 

ESSENTIALS YOU 

NEED NOW.

● EUROS VS. DOLLARS 

“Would you like to pay in euros 

or dollars?” It’s the first question 

you’ll hear when paying with a 

credit card at nearly every res-

taurant or shop in Europe. The 

correct reply: euros. At issue is 

dynamic currency conversion, 

which allows the merchant 

(and ATMs also) to charge up 

to seven percent on your total 

and pocket the profit. Always 

check your bill: Some vendors 

will automatically present it in 

dollars “as a convenience;” it’s 

your right to have it re-rung in 

the local currency.

● AIRPORT SECURITY NEWS 

Keep your laptop and La Mer 

stowed. Coming soon to a 

security checkpoint near you: 

CT scanners for carry-on bag-

gage that will allow screeners 

to view the contents of your 

carry-on from all sides – in 3-D. 

The machines should eliminate 

the need to unpack liquids and 

electronics for screenings and 

speed up checkpoint process-

ing. (Of course, travelers who 

have TSA PreCheck can already 

sail through without unpack-

ing.) The TSA has indicated that 

the new scanners could roll out 

sometime after October 1.

● CAPE TOWN WATER CRISIS 

While Cape Town has officially 

dodged “Day Zero” for now, wa-

ter restrictions remain in place.

Virtuoso agency executive Jack 

Ezon, who recently visited the 

city, shares his take: “Yes, Cape 

Town has a strong campaign to 

conserve water, but it’s really no 

different from the initiatives I’ve 

witnessed in Los Angeles or San 

Diego when they suffer from 

drought,” he says. “It gave my 

children incredible perspective. 

For the first time, they appreci-

ated what it meant to have run-

ning water.” He also points out 

that, although travelers to Cape 

Town in peak season account 

for less than one percent of the 

city’s population, their presence 

supports more than 300,000 

jobs. “If you postpone or cancel 

plans to visit the city, many 

locals may be out of a job.”

● SECRET HOTEL PERKS 

Virtuoso travelers who book 

through their advisors always 

get extra perks – room 

upgrades, complimentary 

breakfast, spa credits, and 

the like. Now, at a select few 

hotels, those perks have 

doubled or even tripled to in-

clude, for example, sundown-

er cocktails and a visit to a 

wildlife conservancy’s head-

quarters (Loisaba Tented 

Camp in Kenya) and a $300 

resort credit or an overwater 

couples hydrotherapy treat-

ment (The St. Regis Maldives 

Vommuli Resort). 

TRAVEL INTELLIGENCE

To euro or to dollar? 
That is the question.

Need to Know
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH

“The Skytrain and the 
subway are fantastic 
ways to travel around 

Bangkok. They’re 
clean, efficient, easy 
to navigate, inexpen-
sive, and air-condi-

tioned. If you’d like to 
leisurely move along 

the Chao Phraya 
River, take a river 

taxi. Uber is a great 
way to get around, as 

well – taxis can be 
a challenge to find, 

especially during rush 
hour. When you go 

out, be sure to carry 
your hotel’s business 
card with the address 

written in Thai.” 

– Tom and Lora Chongruk, 

Virtuoso travel advisors, 

Yokosuka, Japan

TIP

IF YOU’RE GOING TO …

BANGKOK (“Bangkok’s New 

Shine,” page 58): Watch The King 

and I (1956) – the fictional ac-

count of a real-life schoolteacher 

who moved to Bangkok to teach 

the royal children and (in the film) 

had a love affair with the king.

TUSCANY (“Family-Style Italian,” 

page 104): Give teen travelers 

a copy of Jenna Evans Welch’s 

Love & Gelato, a breezy YA novel 

chronicling high school student 

Lina’s summer of adventure and 

discovery in Italy.

COPENHAGEN (“Great Danish,” 

page 62): The 2013 three-part 

René Redzepi: A Work in Progress 

comprises a cookbook, the 

chef’s journal from a year at the 

original Noma, and a collection 

of candid snapshots. 

“Knowing their first trip together was to Botswana, I’d take it full 

circle and send them back. It’s the perfect time of year to be there, 

if they go right after their wedding. I’d have them stay at Belmond 

Eagle Island Lodge, in the heart of the Okavango Delta, which 

should be flooded, attracting many animals. To cap it off, I’d fly 

them to the Seychelles, with as much or as little private touring 

along the way as they’d like.”  – Lila Fox, New Orleans 

“With just 40 villas and suites, Lizard Island [on Australia’s Great 

Barrier Reef] is an amazing destination with lots of seclusion. 

They can have exclusive use of the Fascination III, Lizard Island’s 

51-foot private charter, and go scuba diving or fishing. If they catch 

anything, the chef can prepare it for a private dinner.”  – Bowden 

Sarrett, Mobile, Alabama 

“They should hop the pond to Amangiri in Utah to embrace raw 

desert beauty. With its easy access to many national parks, Meghan can show him the best of our country. They 

can start the day with a hot-air balloon ride, taking in views of Lake Powell and Navajo Mountain, followed by mas-

sages in the resort’s tranquil spa. This is true serenity and privacy.”  – Jessica Griscavage, McLean, Virginia 

GREATER GOOD
GIVING BACK IN AFRICA

Tour company andBeyond has 

launched a new trio of philanthro-

py-focused trips in South Africa, 

Kenya, and Tanzania. The 10- and 

12-day “travel with purpose” 

itineraries cater to visitors who 

want their safaris with a healthy 

dose of doing good. Activities 

range from rhino notching in 

South Africa (helping a veterinary 

team notch a sedated rhino’s ear 

for ID and tracking purposes) to 

adopting an elephant and meet-

ing students from a leadership 

academy in Kenya, and visiting 

lion-conservation and commu-

nity health programs in Tanzania. 

LENGTH OF THE ADDITION TO SILVERSEA’S SILVER 

SPIRIT, WHICH RECENTLY MADE THE TREK TO A SHIP-

YARD IN PALERMO, WHERE IT WAS SLICED IN HALF TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE ADDITION OF ITS NEW SECTION. 

IT RESUMES SAILING THIS MONTH. 

49 FEET

ASK THE ADVISORS
WHERE WOULD YOU SEND PRINCE HARRY AND 

MEGHAN MARKLE ON THEIR HONEYMOON?

♥

“The Skytrain and the 
subway are fantastic 
ways to travel around 

Bangkok. They’re 
clean, efficient, easy 
to navigate, inexpen-
sive, and air-condi-

tioned. If you’d like to 
leisurely move along 

the Chao Phraya 
River, take a river 

taxi. Uber is a great 
way to get around, as 

well – taxis can be 
a challenge to find, 

especially during rush 
hour. When you go 

out, be sure to carry 
your hotel’s business 
card with the address 

written in Thai.” 

– Tom and Lora Chongruk, 

Virtuoso travel advisors, 

Yokosuka, Japan
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PROMOTION

VIRTUOSO LIFE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

• VACATION IS BETTER WHEN SHARED
Save your spot on Africa’s legendary Blue Train, traversing the soul of South Africa and its 

untamed savanna, awe-inspiring mountain ranges, and desert landscapes in indulgent style. 

Add to your romantic journey with a complimentary night’s accommodation at one of  

the railway’s world-class hotel partners, either before or after your trip, including breakfast 

and a transfer.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Book by December 31, 2018. Virtuoso guests receive a Blue Train-
branded flask set per guest and complimentary sparkling wine upon boarding. 

• HAWAIIAN SEASCAPES
Discover hidden Hawaii with UnCruise Adventures, searching for whales in the Humpback 

National Marine Sanctuary, night snorkeling with giant Pacific manta rays, feasting and 

jamming out with Molokai locals, and visiting with a local kahuna in the ancient Halawa 

Valley. The 36-guest Safari Explorer takes you from Molokai to the island of Hawaii in 

convenient, inclusive style. 

Virtuoso fares from $3,995 per person. Book by April 6, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive amenity is a $50 shipboard credit per person. 

• VANCOUVER VACATION WITH FOURTH NIGHT FREE
Treat yourself to a Vancouver getaway like no other and experience engaging service, 

exceptional accommodations, and, best of all, one free night. Fairmont Pacific Rim presides 

over Coal Harbour near Stanley Park and in full view of the North Shore Mountains. Ask the 

concierge about carefully crafted Vancouver sightseeing tours, and don’t miss the hot new 

restaurant, Botanist. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until September 30, 2018; book by September 10, 2018. 
Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a $100 spa or dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more. 

• COOK ISLANDS ROMANCE
Cuddle up in your premium beachfront bungalow at the Cook Islands’ Pacific Resort Aitutaki, 

a collection of 27 accommodations on a world-famous lagoon. Snorkel the Aquatic Eco Trail, 

sip cocktails poolside, dine decadently at Rapae Bay Restaurant, or indulge yourself at the 

spa. Virtuoso guests booking a five-night package receive one free night, a NZ$250 food and 

beverage credit, and a dinner for two. 

Virtuoso rates from NZ$2,340 per person, per package. Available until March 31, 2019. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include 
a $100 spa credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more. 

• LINGERING ON LAKE COMO
Join those in the know on gorgeous Lake Como, making your home base the iconic  

Villa Sola Cabiati at the Grand Hotel Tremezzo. This opulent eighteenth-century residence is 

a masterpiece of neoclassical architecture and offers six suites, spectacular Italian gardens, 

and a lush park with heated pool. To top it all, a dedicated staff (including a private chef) and 

all the first-class facilities of the hotel are yours to enjoy. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a  
EUR 60 spa credit; access to Villa Carlotta and its botanical gardens; and more.

• BERMUDA BREAK
Enjoy complimentary fourth nights this summer or complimentary third nights this fall and 

winter at Fairmont Southampton. Golf at Turtle Hill Golf Club on the south shore, recharge 

at the Willow Stream Spa, go snorkeling and scuba diving at the private pink-sand beach, 

or hop on the free ferry to downtown Hamilton for shopping, dining, and nightlife. 

Virtuoso rates from $299 per room, per night. Available until December 31, 2018. Blackout dates may apply. Virtuoso  
exclusive amenities include a $100 resort credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; complimentary Wi-Fi;  
and more.
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• MORE FUN ON MOOREA
Boasting the most activities on the island, InterContinental Moorea Resort & Spa allows you 

to be as active as you wish (but we won’t tell if you just want to hang out by your private 

plunge pool). Go waterskiing, paddle a canoe, tour the jungle by Jeep, swim with dolphins, or 

head to the spa for a soothing and fragrant flower bath in full view of Moorea’s mountains. 

Shop for local handicrafts, including mother-of-pearl jewelry and colorful pareo sarongs. 

Choose from spacious Lanai rooms in the main building or charming Junior Suite bungalows, 

either overwater (with a private terrace and gazebo) or out on the white sand. Some have a 

private plunge pool and are scattered to ensure the utmost seclusion. Several fine restaurants 

put the perfect capper on your day in paradise, with an emphasis on local seafood and 

produce. Tahitian music and dance performances enliven your evenings. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include one 
dinner for two; a CFP 6,000 beverage credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; early check-in and late 
checkout, if available; and complimentary Wi-Fi. 

• SUMMERTIME IN THE CITY
Receive 15 percent off for stays of two nights or more between May 1 and September 3 at  

The Beekman, A Thompson Hotel, located in the heart of Lower Manhattan and just steps 

from world-class shopping and sightseeing. Be sure to bring an appetite; James Beard Award-

winning restaurateurs offer two signature dining experiences: Top Chef ’s Tom Colicchio’s 

Temple Court and Keith McNally’s Augustine. 

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available for travel May 1 through September 3, 2018. Virtuoso 
exclusive amenities include a $100 dining credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more. 

• FIND YOUR MOMENT IN THE MALDIVES
As sublime as one might expect, and set in one of the largest lagoons in the Maldives,  

Taj Exotica Resort & Spa, Maldives welcomes sun-seekers to a romantic paradise. Take an 

indulgent time-out at the Indian-inspired Jiva Grande Spa or take to the sea for diving, sea 

kayaking, and catamaran sailing. 

Virtuoso rates from $700 per room, per night. Available throughout 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include welcome 
drink, fruit, and chocolates; one dinner with wine for two; a sunset sail for two; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if 
available; and more. 

• TIME FOR TEA IN VICTORIA
There is ample time for more than one world-famous afternoon tea service at The Fairmont  

Empress, which now offers a complimentary third night. This Canadian harborside landmark 

hotel has been the social centerpiece of Victoria, British Columbia, for more than 110 years. 

For the ultimate experience, stay in a Fairmont Gold accommodation and receive private 

check-in, waterfront lounge access, and evening canapés.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until December 30, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities 
include a $100 hotel credit; breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more. 

• ONE MORE NIGHT FOR EPICUREAN ADVENTURES
Virtuoso guests receive a complimentary fourth night at SLS Hotel, a Luxury Collection Hotel, 

Beverly Hills, enough time to experience the hotel’s newest fine-dining gem, Somni. Featuring 

a 10-seat chef’s counter around a custom exhibition kitchen, the culinary team led by chefs 

José Andrés and Aitor Zabala crafts an imaginative, 20-plus-course tasting menu before  

your eyes.

Connect with your Virtuoso travel advisor for rates. Available until June 30, 2018. Virtuoso exclusive amenities include a 
$100 dining credit (not applicable to Somni); breakfast daily; a room upgrade, if available; and more. 
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Souvenir

Chicago finds from Foursided (card), 
Humboldt House (earrings and salt 
soak), Fannie May (chocolates), and 
Garrett Popcorn. 

SHOPPING’S A BREEZE 

IN THE WINDY CITY.  

Summertime brings warm 

weather, beach days, and open-

air revelry to this lakeside city. 

Set up home base at The Ritz-

Carlton, Chicago, a 434-room 

urban retreat a short walk from 

Michigan Avenue’s shops and 

Lake Michigan’s shores. Hop 

on one of the city’s rental bikes 

and pedal north along the Lake-

front Trail for an easy ride into 

the Lakeview neighborhood, 

full of fun shops such as  

Foursided, a colorful gift store 

and custom framing spot. 

Later, head back south to Mil-

lennium Park for super-selfies 

with the mirrored Cloud Gate 

sculpture (aka “The Bean”) and 

to hit up a few nearby Chicago 

snack institutions, including 

chocolatier Fannie May and 

Garrett Popcorn – don’t knock 

the cheddar-and-caramel mix 

until you’ve tried it. – Rebecca  

Ratterman, assistant editor   

TIP: Save a day to venture out to Chicago’s West Side for brunch at Whisk and browsing at Humboldt House, 
a laid-back boutique filled with locally made mementos.
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Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler Dianna Unis

the views in Positano.My luxury is

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.  The best travel experiences uniquely reflect  

you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s the views in 

Positano or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every 

client, every detail, every time.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one 

who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.



If you do not currently work with a travel advisor, it’s easy to find the one  

who’s right for you by using the Virtuoso advisor catalog on virtuoso.com.

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso®.

Client-Only Perks

Only the best for Virtuoso clients. That’s why you can count 

on a Virtuoso travel advisor to arrange for things like hotel 

credits, complimentary upgrades, and personalized touches. 

Whether for a weekend escape or a longer itinerary, they 

ensure all of your travels are extraordinary.




