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Colorful Bergen was so idyllic.
We loved strolling the
quaint streets.

BEGIN YOUR STORY with Crystal Cruises’
award-winning service, exceptional choices, extraordinary
luxury plus the convenience of new all-inclusive voyages.
To learn more about all of our exciting itineraries, and
to book your voyage, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.
• Book by April 30, 2013 for
best available Book Now fares
• The unparalleled all-inclusive Crystal Experience®
features: complimentary ﬁne wines, champagne,
premium spirits, non-alcoholic beverages, superb Italian
cuisine at Prego and innovative Asian menus from
Nobu Matsuhisa, as well as complimentary gratuities
for housekeeping, dining and bar staff

See inside for details…

B E G I N A N E W S T O RY ™
Every meal held us captive: each course was
better than the last…

C R U I S E E U R O P E A N D S AV E U P TO $ 1 , 5 0 0 W I T H
B O O K N OW FA R E S .
We invite you to discover some of the most fabled destinations on Earth with some of
the best fares in history. Save up to $1,500 per person with limited-time Book Now Fares
and begin a new story with the all-inclusive experience of the World’s Best. But don’t
wait, to enjoy award-winning luxury and exceptional value, book your Crystal cruise with
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3310
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May 9

Mediterranean

Rome to Istanbul

Crystal Serenity

$9,040

$3,220

3314

10

Jun 15

Baltic Sea & Russia

Copenhagen to Stockholm

Crystal Serenity

$12,160

$4,580

3315

10

Jun 25

Baltic Sea & Russia

Stockholm to Copenhagen

Crystal Serenity

$12,700

$4,850

3316

15

Jul 5

North Cape

Copenhagen to Stockholm

Crystal Serenity

$20,450

$9,225

3216

7

Jul 6

Mediterranean

Istanbul to Rome

Crystal Symphony

$7,390

$2,495

3218

9

Jul 25

Mediterranean

Istanbul to Rome

Crystal Symphony

$9,700

$3,850

3219

7

Aug 3

Mediterranean

Rome to Barcelona

Crystal Symphony

$7,590

$3,095

3319

10

Aug 9

Baltic Sea & Russia

Stockholm to London

Crystal Serenity

$12,700

$4,850

3220

12

Aug 10

W. Europe & Mediterranean

Barcelona to Lisbon

Crystal Symphony

$12,270

$5,135

3320

7

Aug 19

British Isles

London to Dublin

Crystal Serenity

$9,490

$4,145

3322

9

Sep 2

Mediterranean & W. Europe

London to Barcelona

Crystal Serenity

$10,680

$3,840

BOOK BY 4/30/ 13

2013 VOYAGE

Virtuoso today.

• Most voyages start or end with an overnight in port
• New optional air add-ons available

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy, for category E on Crystal Symphony and category C on Crystal Serenity, include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only made between
3/1/2013 and 4/30/2013 and do not include port, security and handling charges of $255-$645. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacitycontrolled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Optional air add-ons are available from designated Crystal Cruises' gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all government
taxes and fees. Individual Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities are available on all sailings. Virtuoso Voyager Club events and amenities are subject to change without notice and may require a minimum number of participants.
Amenities vary by departure date. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked into the Virtuoso Voyager Club Group to be eligible for Voyager Club amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs,
policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. See crystalcruises.com for complete terms and conditions of all offers. ©2013 Crystal Cruises, Inc., Ships’ registry: The Bahamas

PAC K F O R YO U R
BLUE SEA

A DV E N T U R E .
W E ’ L L P R E PA R E

T H E R E D C A R P E T.

The Mediterranean he
ld so
many beautiful sights
: from
the majesty of the
Tower of
Pisa to Spain's Alham
bra.

Visiting Monte Carlo

Book with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities on all sailings, including:
• Competitive cruise fares
• Personable onboard host
• Onboard welcome reception

• Full-day shore event or shipboard credit
• Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for customized options

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book your cruise aboard the
World’s Best and receive exclusive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities.

B E G I N A N E W S T O RY ™

tastic locations

tastic spas

tastic suites

tastic restaurants

The world’s most luxurious hotel group in the world’s most exciting destinations.
For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

A week in paradise?
No, something better. A week at Aulani.
Aulani, A Disney Resort & Spa is a family paradise with a touch
of magic — where everyone can enjoy amazing adventures, both
together and on their own. Adults, teens and kids each have their
own special places here. Spend the day at the greatest pools in all of
Hawai‘i, or enjoy a peaceful spa afternoon while the kids are off on
their own adventures. Then, enjoy an evening of incredible dining
and spectacular entertainment.

For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
©Disney
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6 Ways to
seek the sun

Lounge in Jamaica,
dive in Fiji, pedal
through Sicily: Get your
dose of vitamin D now.
By MArikA CAin And
Justin PAul

in the pink: Chaplin Bay at
south shore Park, Bermuda.
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Big. Bold.
Beachy.

With 5,000 miles of
coastline, a booming economy, and a
good-time vibe, Brazil
has sandy retreats for
every mood.
By Jenni Avins
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capri calling

Ferry off to the Island
of Dreams for iconic
hotels, vintage taxis,
and icy limoncello
served with clifftop
views of Amalfi.
By kevin J. MiyAzAki
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Celebrity’s Exotics.
The Far East is a place of beauty, history and mystery. Australia is more than just koalas and kangaroos.
South America displays adventure with rain forests, wildlife and staggering mountain peaks.
The world is waiting to be explored and so is the experience that will take you there.
Ask about our Cruisetours & ChoiceAir® Specials.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Modern Luxury is a trademark of Celebrity Cruises Inc. ©2013 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 13032410 • 1/2013
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Teak meets chic in Bangkok.
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World cruiser Mary McKee turns
trips into treasures.
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a cooler cooler in town.
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Bounty by the Plateful
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tackles gourmet living with vigor.
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Pack for adventure on a
long weekend getaway to
the Rich Coast.
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Qatar’s capital steps into the
spotlight.
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Sailor’s Delight
Put some wind in your sails on
board a tall ship.
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Nikheel Advani
The COO and principal of Grace
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street food, and hospitality.
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Maui-Made Gun
Ride a slice of legendary Hawaiian
craftsmanship – or just hang it on
your wall.
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Editor’s Note

TravEl Wish lisTs

W
W

TOP:
My kids and I relax at a Costa Rica
villa that I would’ve never known
about without my travel advisor.
BELOW:
My daughter Sydney (left), son Sam
(right, with his school’s traveling sock monkey), and their friend Thomas Lonergan
(middle) get carried away zip-lining.
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e all have a travel Wish

list of places we want to go –
for milestone celebrations,
family vacations, long weekend getaways, and the like.
Costa Rica was one of those places for my
family, and tales of zip-lining, white-water
rafting, and colorful wildlife made us want
to see it for ourselves. We did just that a few
months ago (read about the trip on page
96), and the destination did not disappoint,
from the scenery – it was so green! – to
the outdoor adventures and the people we
met. Though I tend not to repeat too many
destinations – so many places to see, so
little time, and I want to check off as many
as possible – Costa Rica’s one of those rare
places I want to return to again and again.
So what kind of traveler are you, and
what’s on your wish list? Find out when
you take our Travel Dreams Survey at
www.virtuoso.com. The survey is fun,
fast, and enlightening: Choose your travel
personality, then tell us what tops your
travel dreams, whether it’s for a romantic
getaway, a family vacation, or a trip of a
lifetime. When you finish, the survey will
create your personal travel wish list. You can
download and print it for future reference

to what destinations and experiences most
entice you. Better yet: Share that list with
your travel advisor, who can help you map
out a plan to make those wishes a reality.
As for my own survey results, I’m a
“Trendsetter.” The personality description:
“It’s all about what’s new and what’s next.
You’re a collector of experiences – the
more passport stamps, the better.” (Sound
familiar?) These dream destinations top
my list:
• Seychelles
• Antarctica
• Australia
Why those last two? My goal is to call on
all seven continents; only five down.
Try it yourself – you’ll also be entered
for a chance to win a ten-day cruise for two
from Copenhagen, Denmark, to Stockholm,
Sweden, with Crystal Cruises; five other
lucky winners will receive $1,000 cash
prizes. Here’s wishing you good luck.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
esrnka@virtuoso.com

P.S. Do it soon – the survey ends March 31.

LUXURY IS
JUST THE BEGINNING.
Sure, you’ll find luxurious experiences in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Like staying in a five star villa, chartering a private yacht and having
a personal chef. But a trip to the USVI is much more than luxury.
It’s about delving into our fascinating history and exploring our
centuries-old towns and national parks. Tasting the unique flavors
of our internationally-influenced cuisine. Kicking back and letting
the wonders of nature unfold before your eyes. And creating
memories you’ll cherish forever.

You, unscripted.
The memories begin at visitUSVI.com.
/visitusvi

/usvitourism

©2013 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism
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CHRIS PLAVIDAL

TONY ADLER, NOELLE BELT, JULIE CALDO, LEA DIELE, DEAN HORVATH,
SHARON HOWELL, KEN NEIBAUR, ELEANOR NELSON, ANNE SCULLY,
JIM SHEEHY, HAISLEY SMITH, MARY JEAN THOMPSON, ALFRED VOLDEN

Travel Dream?
- W h at i s Yo u r -

Create your dream list today at virtuoso.Com.
The Virtuoso Life Travel Dreams Survey guides you through a short journey of self-discovery, explores
your travel dreams based on your unique personality, and ends with a summary of your travel wish list, the
perfect place to start with your Virtuoso travel advisor. When you complete the brief survey, you’ll also be
automatically entered for a chance to win a dreamy Crystal cruise for two or $1,000 cash.

take the
survey at
virtuoso.Com
Deadline to enter is
March 31, 2013

The gift is en
ligh
Worlds away from home

Grand Prize presented by

tenment, trave

l unites us

To the sea on a luxury Crystal cruise

If outside of the U.S., sweepstakes does not apply. Non-U.S. residents are invited to take the survey at www.virtuoso.com/traveldreams.
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Only one entry per person. Sweepstakes offered only in the 50 United States (including the District of Columbia), and is open only to natural persons who, at the time of entry: (i) are legal residents of the 50 United States or the District of Columbia, (ii)
have pre-existing internet access, and (iii) are 21 years of age or older. The winners will be selected by random drawing on or about April 21, 2013. Employees and agents of Virtuoso, Ltd., Crystal Cruises, Inc., any other prize provider designated by Virtuoso, and their respective parents, affiliates,
subsidiaries, advertising and promotional agencies, distributors, wholesalers and retailers (collectively referred to as “Associated Persons”), members of such Associated Persons’ immediate families, and individuals living in the same household with such Associated Persons are not eligible to win.
Entries must be received between 9:00 a.m. Central Time (“CT”) on February 1, 2013, and 11:59 p.m. CT on March 31, 2013. Odds of winning depend upon the number of eligible entries received. The prizes are as follows: One (1) Grand Prize of one (1) Crystal Cruises ten (10) day all-inclusive cruise for
two (2) in a stateroom verandah category A cabin (double occupancy) aboard Crystal Serenity sailing from Copenhagen, Denmark to Stockholm, Sweden on July 30, 2013, which has an approximate retail value (“ARV”) of $12,240.00, and five (5) cash First Prizes of $1,000 each. The prizes have a total
combined ARV of $17,240.00. Void in Puerto Rico and where prohibited or restricted. Entrants release Virtuoso, Ltd. and all applicable parties identified in the Sweepstakes Official Rules from any and all claims, liabilities, damages or losses arising from participation in the Sweepstakes or the acceptance
or use of any prize. Prize terms, conditions, and exclusions may apply. For entry information and complete Sweepstakes Official Rules by which all entrants are bound, go to www.virtuoso.com. Sponsored by Virtuoso, Ltd. © 2013 Virtuoso, Ltd. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, VIRTUOSO LIFE, the Globe
Swirl Logo and SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. All rights reserved.

The gift of enlightenment

For nearly 25 years, COMPAGNIE DU PONANT has been reinventing the cruise
concept to make their voyages uniquely authentic experiences where the emotions
of magical moments stay with you forever.
The itineraries have been finely honed by people who love the sea, in a company where the spirit of
yachting prevails. From the small size of the ships to the intimate ambiance of sophistication, adventure
and personal freedom that are the hallmarks of this company, every day is one to remember and cherish.
And this year LE SOLÉAL, La Compagnie du Ponant’s latest jewel is heading out to sea!
A streamlined silhouette, a warm and intimate atmosphere, refined design and contemporary decor
inspired by the Yachting world: welcome aboard for her inaugural season.

COMPAGNIE DU PONANT offers
the promise of rare and awe-inspiring
moments, inviting passengers to experience
the intensity of an “expedition” in five-star
comfort, to enter into the heart of a culture
and to wake each morning under a new sky.
Whether you have the soul of a discerning
explorer, a meditative spirit or simply love
wide open spaces, these voyages are an
invitation to cast off and discover another
way of being - that little extra ‘soul’ which
make some journeys the experience of a
lifetime.

EXCLUSIV

E
$100 on
board cre (1)
dit

EXPERIENCE CRUISING A DIFFERENT WAY
Unique destinations, hidden coves, extraordinary itineraries: COMPAGNIE DU PONANT presents a sampling of their
Cruise Collection.
A subtle blend of elegance, intimacy, fine dining, attentive service, all personalized for your comfort: Experience the 5 yachts
of Compagnie du Ponant, international cruising with a French touch.
AUTUMN & WINTER 2013 / 2014 : BOOK EARLY AND ENJOY A 30% DISCOUNT
$ 600 (1) flight credit

$1,000(1) flight credit

per stateroom

per stateroom

SOUTH AMERICA

On board LE BORÉAL & L’AUSTRAL
WINTER 2013 - 14
All inclusive from $ 4667(2)/person

CARIBBEAN

On board LE PONANT
WINTER 2013 - 14
All inclusive from $ 3099(2)/person

ASIA

On board LE SOLÉAL
AUTUMN 2013
All inclusive from $ 3822(2)/person

SUMMER 2013 : LAST AVAILABLE STATEROOMS
Flights and transfers
included

ADRIATIC

On board L’AUSTRAL
SUMMER 2013
All inclusive from $ 3196(2)/person

RUSSIA

On board LE SOLÉAL
SUMMER 2013
All inclusive from $ 7526(2)/person

Book early for BEST AVAILABLE RATES
Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Flights and transfers
included

THE ANTARCTIC & THE ARCTIC

On board LE BORÉAL, L’AUSTRAL & LE SOLÉAL
SUMMER 2013
All inclusive from $ 4116(2)/person

All inclusive price shown is per person based on double occupancy and includes port & safety charges, open bar, gratuities and fuel surcharges. The fare does not include flights and transfers, insurance, optional shore excursions (sold onboard), or personal expenses. (1) This offer is available
for any booking cruise + flight booked with Compagnie du Ponant, the offer is not retroactive. (2) Ponant Bonus fares per person based on two people sharing a stateroom, excluding pre/post transport unless mentioned on the ad. Offers are subject to change and availability. Ponant Bonus
Fares are the lowest available rate at the time of purchase. Offers are subject to increase or withdrawal at any time without notice as the ship fills. Additional restrictions may apply. For more information on terms and conditions see en.ponant.com. All rights reserved COMPAGNIE DU PONANT.
Document and photos are not contractual – Design: Transparence Productions Ship’s Registry: France. FL Seller of Travel Ref No ST37706 and CA Seller of Travel Ref No 2106116-40.
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Contributors
Writer JENNI AVINS – New York
“Bounty by the Plateful,” page 56; “Big. Bold. Beachy,” page 76
THE REpORT: “This issue I explored Brazilian beaches and ate and drank
my way through Margaret River, Australia; the stories could have been
swapped! Coastal Brazil’s food is unforgettable, and Margaret River’s
beach looks straight out of that first scene in Grease – all epic boulders
and crashing turquoise waves. All assignments should be this tough.”
ALSO SEEN IN: New York, Marie Claire, Saveur
BEAcH pLAY/READING LISTS: Any song by Robyn for running; Jorge
Amado’s Gabriela, Clove and Cinnamon; Australian magazine Frankie
Photographer LUIS GARCÍA – Tijuana and
San Diego “Big. Bold. Beachy,” page 76
THE REpORT: “Locals will always point you to the best food.
Fernando, my driver in Trancoso, took me to a little place
open only on Sunday, that
only serves one dish: Casa
da Glória’s feijoada [clay pot
stew] is the simplest and
most delicious dish I had
in Brazil.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Sunset,
the New York Times,
Travel + Leisure

AD XXXXX

BEAcH pLAY/READING LISTS:

If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Simplyhave
thebeen
best.designed
Ads should
with bleed on all sides for balance
Private luxury
toursimported.
for the world’s most
when
sophisticated and curious travelers.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

For more information, please contact
your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Photographer KEVIN J.
MIYAZAKI – Milwaukee
“Capri Calling,” page 86
THE REpORT: “I arrived in Italy
to find that my luggage hadn’t
made it, so I spent my time on
Capri mostly with the clothes on
my back. But I had my cameras,
which were much more important – I had a story to convey,
and I’m a lousy painter.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Garden & Gun,
Condé Nast Traveler, Perimeter
solo exhibition at Milwaukee’s
Haggerty Museum of Art
(through May 19)
BEAcH pLAYLIST: Towards the
Sun by Alexi Murdoch, Yo La Tengo’s “Season of the Shark,” “The
Hukilau Song” by Alfred Apaka

All of Spanish singer Mikel
Erentxun’s music, Monocle
and Dwell magazines

Writer ELLISE PIERCE – Paris
“Sailor’s Delight,” page 106
THE REpORT: “Cádiz, Spain, was my favorite stop on Star
Clippers’ seven-day cruise from Málaga. Christopher
Columbus sailed from there, and I had one of the best
octopus salads I’ve ever
tasted, served with a
crisp, dry sherry distilled
in nearby Jerez.”
ALSO SEEN IN: Newsweek,
People, Texas Monthly
BEAcH READING LIST:

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn,
Cheryl Strayed’s Wild,
Dear Life: Stories by
Alice Munro

Photographers TUNGSTEN (identical twins
Erick and Ian Regnard) – Perth, Australia
“Bounty by the Plateful,” page 56
THE REpORT: “Western Australia has fantastic weather
and beaches, and the southern part is known as a great
food-and-wine escape. Cape Lodge chef Tony Howell’s
menu amazed us from the first taste of his roasted garlic
and whipped truffle butter on homemade sourdough.”
ALSO SEEN IN: National Geographic, WWD, Surfer
BEAcH pLAY/READING LISTS: Tame Impala tracks, Hunter
S. Thompson’s The Rum Diary, Vanity Fair
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COmmunITy

Advisor insight, traveler photos, and how to find us on the go.
ASK tHE ADVISORS
How can I see the Greek Isles – without the crowds?
“Join a small group to cruise the isles by luxury
sailboat – or even better, charter your own. It’s an
amazing way to see smaller islands and access
secluded areas. My favorite hard-to-get-to islands
include Aegina for its amazing waterfront shops,
Poros for scenic hiking, and Kíthnos for its naturally occurring springs.”
– Anita Livingstone, Vancouver, B.C.
“An hour’s hydrofoil ride from Athens, Hydra
is a national historic landmark that doesn’t
allow cars. It has a picture-perfect harbor and
the Sunset Restaurant, with unforgettable
views overlooking the Aegean.”
– Darlene Ravin, Castle Pines, Colorado
“Santorini can be secluded if you know where to
stay: With just 22 suites and villas, Mystique affords the ultimate escape, and its intimate setting
is perfect for honeymooners.”
– Sharon Kay Howell, Tyler, Texas

YOuR SHOt
Photos from your travels.
Who: Peter Acker, Sarasota, Florida
Where: Livingstone Island, Zambia,
on top of Victoria Falls. “That’s me,
the last of our group of 16 to jump into
Devil’s Pool. There’s only a short window of opportunity to do this each year,
and we were lucky enough to be there
at that time.”
Recent and upcoming trips: “Cochon
555 [food festival] in New York for my
50th birthday – I have a little bit of an obsession with bacon – and Kauai in April.”
Send your best travel shots to VLeditors@
virtuoso.com for a chance to be featured in
Virtuoso Life.

Read the latest issue of Virtuoso Life
wherever you are by downloading our
iPad and iPhone apps at www.virtuoso.
com/VLapps.
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DISPAtCH
Just Back From:

Ecuador’s Andean Highlands
and the Galápagos Islands with
Adventures by Disney
“This trip offers the opportunity to
see both the wildlife and culture
of Ecuador. In a small village in the
Otavalo Valley, we took in weaving
demonstrations and flute-making
lessons – enriching experiences that
I would never have been able to do on
my own. Once aboard the Galápagos Explorer II, we saw blue-footed
boobies nesting with their chicks, sea
lions with their newborn pups, frigate
birds, and land iguanas. Throughout
the trip, guides take care of every
detail, from baggage handling to
handing out snacks and administering oxygen, if needed, due to altitude
sickness in the highlands. They also
keep the children engaged, so even
parents get a relaxing vacation.”
– Cristina Buaas, Houston
NEED TO KNOW: “Be prepared for
altitude changes, mild daily hikes, and
frequent wet landings.”

Taking the plunge
in Zambia.

TIP: “Adventures by Disney will share
the ages of children already signed up for
any given trip; if you’re deciding among
dates or itineraries, you can take that
information into consideration.”

Online

StAY COnnECtED
Digital Edition

Advisor Cristina Buaas
in the Galápagos.

Tag It
Tell us what you think
– we’d love to hear
from you!

Learn more at www.virtuoso.com.
Email us at vleditors@virtuoso.com.

(GREECE) CORbIS RF/ALAmy

Peaceful Greece.

P R O M OT I O N

VIRTUOSO PEOPLE & PLACES
®

Exploring the globe by air, land, and sea allows Virtuoso advisors to develop the relationships, connections,
and firsthand knowledge that help orchestrate your travel dreams. Here’s a look at the Virtuoso community
of advisors, suppliers, and clients on recent travels and Virtuoso staff at industry meetings.

Spanish Splendor. Virtuoso’s David Solis meets with advisors
Narda Arias, Ana Maria Aquise, Edda Salhuana, Rosario Florez,
and Gabriela Duclos at Viajes Rosario Florez in Lima, Peru.

Eco-fabulous. Gary Johnson, owner of Woodside Travel (in striped shirt), enjoys the breathtaking views with a group of clients at the Four
Seasons Bora Bora before embarking on a Paul Gauguin cruise.

Bearing it All. Natural Habitat Adventures hosted Virtuoso travel advisors on a seven-day
Classic Polar Bear Adventure expedition.

Southern (Hemisphere) Hospitality. (L to R) Daniel Aguilera,
Secretary of Tourism of Argentina, presented Virtuoso’s
Mauricio Leyton a letter from the president of Argentina,
extending Virtuoso CEO Matthew Upchurch an official invitation
to host the 2013 Virtuoso Symposium in Buenos Aires.

A Virtuoso Vintage. Nadine Jackson of McCabe World Travel (pictured in back
row center, wearing white jacket) with Virtuoso Voyager Club passengers at a
vineyard in Bordeaux while on a voyage aboard the Seabourn Pride.

Click here to see why it’s smart to work with a Virtuoso travel advisor. See page 22 for complete instructions.

ROYAL HIDEAWAY PLAYACAR

Situated on the breathtaking beaches of Mexico's pristine Riviera
Maya, this luxurious adults-only, all-inclusive resort effortlessly
blends world-class service with impeccable style. Just five
minutes south of Playa del Carmen, this resort boasts
magnificently-appointed villa accommodations with private concierge service per villa, the latest
iPod dock entertainment system, flat screen TV's, lavish bathrooms with hydro-massage tubs, and
a beautiful spacious balcony.
Royal Hideaway Playacar offers a myriad of amenities and activities including six gourmet à
la carte restaurants, an authentic Chef's table experience, complimentary wireless internet
access throughout the resort, 24-hour room service, a fully renovated and enhanced spa, firstclass High Tea every afternoon, oceanfront solarium deck, and to complete your day an
elegant Piano Bar, making it the perfect place to decompress amidst sheer luxury, relaxed
elegance and sophistication.

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
FOR RESERVATIONS.

S A V I N G S O F U P T O 5 0 % or more on destinations worldwide

FROM/TO

DATE

SHIP

DAYS

FARES*

Athens to Istanbul

July 20 & Aug 24, 2013

Seabourn Odyssey

7-day

from $2,999

Round-trip Venice

July 23 & Aug 13, 2013

Seabourn Spirit

11-day

from $4,499

Barcelona to Athens

Aug 7 & Sept 7, 2013

Seabourn Quest

10 -day

from $4,999

Rome to Monte Carlo

Aug 6 & 26, 2013

Seabourn Legend

10 -day

from $4,199

Rome to Athens

Oct 5, 2013

Seabourn Legend

15-day

from $5,999

CARIBBEAN • MEDITERRANEAN

AUSTR ALIA & NEW ZEALAND • NORTHERN EUROPE

ASIA, AR ABIA & INDIA • SOUTH AMERICA & ANTARCTICA

To begin your journey on the World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line, contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist.

Voted

BEST SMALL-SHIP CRUISE LINE

INTIMATE SHIPS WITH JUST 104 OR 225 SUITES
•
TIPPING IS NEITHER EXPECTED NOR REQUIRED
•
SPACIOUS ALL-SUITE ACCOMMODATIONS
•
AWARD -WINNING GOURMET DINING
•
COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE AND IN-SUITE BAR
•
COMPLIMENTARY OPEN BARS AND FINE WINES

*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability, and valid only for residents of the Americas.
Government Fees and Taxes of $131.82 to $374.52 per person are additional. Fares are not combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to
change without prior notice. Certain restrictions apply. All savings amounts are reflected in listed fares. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct
errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. © 2013 Seabourn.

Something for Every Member of the Family –
From Age One to One Hundred
Unlike a traditional “guest” or “dude” ranch, The Resort at Paws Up features an incredible variety of activities and
®

dining options that enable large families to customize their entire vacation to each member’s individual interests. Add
in the option of expansive luxury homes or safari-style tents, and you’ll see why Paws Up is the perfect destination
for family reunions and multi-generational vacations. For reservations, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

© 2013 The Last Best Beef LLC.

Ship Reviews
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Jose Carlos Pires Pereira/
GeTTY iMaGes

Photo-friendly Salt Lake in
Chile's Atacama Desert.

Developing Story

Chilean Patagonia’s Torres del Paine massif and the Atacama Desert’s steaming geysers at the country’s opposite end beg for photos with
every step on the trail. Adventure travel specialist explora now combines hiking and photography under the tutelage of outdoor photographer Katsuyoshi Tanaka. Offered in both southern and northern Chile, the five-day, eight-person trips feature daily excursions into the
wilds and nightly photo critiques with the pro. Monthly departures through December 18; from $3,640, including all meals and excursions.
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Making the world
a better place, one
trip at a time.
Tourism in the world’s tribal areas
is on the rise, but ensuring that it’s
positive for both sides remains a
challenge. Enter the newly launched
World Indigenous Tourism Alliance (WINTA) to help tour operators partner
with communities for more meaningful experiences, such as a medicinal rain-forest walk with
a Maya shaman or foraging for natural foods
with Australian Aborigines. “Indigenous tourism is about reciprocity between humans and
landscapes – learning to responsibly manage the
impacts of tourist activities in ways that benefit
local communities economically, socially, culturally, and ecologically,” says Johnny Edmonds,
WINTA secretariat coordinator.
Morocco has set its sights on
becoming a world leader in green
energy: The North African nation issued a royal goal to meet 40 percent
of its electricity needs with renewable energy
sources by 2020. And that’s just the start. With
the largest wind farm in Africa (165 turbines)
and more than 2 million square feet of solar
panels already in place, King Mohammed VI
has a good start on his plan to power the entire
country on renewable energy.

Fashion star Jason Wu has traveled plenty between designing first lady
Michelle Obama’s inaugural gowns in 2009 and 2013. Now St. Regis
Hotels & Resorts has commissioned him to design a carryall for fellow
globe-trotters: The Grand Tourista Bag, a calf-leather-trimmed,
houndstooth tote. $1,995; www.stregis.com/boutique.

ART & CULTURe

Dutch Delight
Ten years in the remaking, Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum
reopens April 13 with Rembrandt van Rijn’s The Night
Watch posted in its original position, but virtually every
other aspect of the venerable museum reordered. The
project streamlines a century’s worth of tweaks and additions to the 1885 building and adds a new Portuguese
stone- and glass-clad Asian Pavilion surrounded by a reflecting pool. The result: Visitors visualize the story of the
Netherlands – particularly the influence of Dutch explorers and traders abroad – through 8,000 works covering
800 years of history. www.rijksmuseum.nl.
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The Rijksmuseum, reimagined.

(TOTE) ST. REgIS HOTELS & RESORTS, (INUKSHUK ICON) MELANIE FOWLER,
(TURBINES ANd CAR ICONS) NOUN PROJECT

BAG IT

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts
pioneered the Green Partnership
Program, a sustainable bestpractices guidebook that was one of the first in
the hotel industry back in 1990. Continuing to
drive the green hotel agenda, British Columbia’s
Fairmont Waterfront and Fairmont Empress and
Seattle’s Fairmont Olympic recently installed
electric vehicle charging stations, including level II charging capability, which reduces
full-charge time from 12 to 18 hours to just 4 to
8 hours, depending on vehicles’ battery sizes.
That’s good news for locals looking for a weekend
escape – British Columbia has the highest number of hybrid car owners in Canada.

FOOD & SPIRITS

And for
course #18…
After closing for five
months, chef José
Andrés’ Washington,
D.C., restaurant-withina-restaurant Minibar
has reopened as a solo
act. Expanded from 6 to
12 counter seats around
the kitchen, the molecular gastronomy specialist offers prix fixe
menus featuring 20plus bold, often bitesize courses engineered
to astonish, such as
piña colada tablets and
“foie bombs” – foie gras
foam in espresso-dusted
caramel shells. 855 E
Street NW; www.mini
barbyjoseandres.com.

From top: José Andrés’ Minibar,
sunset dinners in Key West,
and roasted radishes with ricottapistachio toast at The House.

Keep the Cessna Running
For diners who eat with their eyes first, Latitudes restaurant at Key
West’s 40-room Sunset Key Guest Cottages serves up an indulgent
appetizer in flightseeing dinner transfers to the island. Private jets
whisk guests to the resort from any Florida airport, with a same-day
return. Island-accented dishes such as seared snapper with citrus
risotto warrant the commute to tables on or beside the tiki-torch-lit
beach. Dinners from $5,000, including flight and meal.

Short-Sleeve Approved
Snowbirds flocking to Scottsdale
for sun or spring training will
find the trendiest restaurants
dressing down. Retro-styled
Proof (10600 E. Crescent
Moon Drive; 480/513-5085) at
the 210-room Four Seasons
Resort Scottsdale at Troon
North ditches starched service
for denim-clad waiters serving

American favorites like chicken
and waffles and drinks ranging
from shakes to microbrews.
Owners of the acclaimed Mission moved into a picket-fenced
Old Town bungalow for The
House (6936 E. Main Street;
480/634-1600), offering lamb
Bolognese and duck confit
meatballs among its options.

San Diego chef Brian Malarkey, former Top Chef finalist,
recently opened Searsucker
Scottsdale (6900 E. Camelback Road; 480/664-3777),
where an open kitchen beckons
with gourmet grilled cheese
and duck three ways, and a
sofa-filled lounge encourages
lingering over cocktails.

Passport
THE LAYOVER

Three hours aT ChaNGI, sINGaPore

Terminal 2’s orchid garden features
butterfly, moth, and spider orchids as
well as a rotation of rare species.
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Eat

Shop

See

Unwind

Among the 120-plus options,
two Asian chains stand out:
Crystal Jade (Terminals 2
and 3) for Chinese dim sum,
noodles, and congee, and
Japan’s Saboten (T1) for
tonkatsu (fried pork cutlets).

Bee Cheng Hiang (T2 and 3)
sells bakkwa (smoked pork
jerky), popular with locals. For
something easier to slip past
U.S. customs agents,
Flight 001 (T2) deals in travel
accessories with playful style.

Five gardens spread across
the three terminals include
one devoted to orchids
(T2) and another to
butterflies (T3).

Head to T1 to swim in
the rooftop pool or have
tiny fish exfoliate your feet
at Fish Spa & Reflexology.

VIRTUOSO LIFE

(ORCHID AND BUTTERFLY GARDENS AND SPA) CHANGI AIRPORT GROUP, (LAUNDRY BAG) FLIGHT 001, (TONKATSU) BRAD LAU

Like the city it serves, Singapore’s Changi Airport has developed a reputation as one of the
most diverse hubs in the world. Here’s how to make the most of your time there.

Unparalleled Service
Around the World

Whether it’s the Mediterranean, Far East or South America
that captures your imagination, you will discover it in privileged
luxury aboard an intimate and elegant Silversea ship.
• Sumptuous ocean-view suites • Butler service in all suites
• A staff-to-guest ratio of nearly one to one
• Complimentary fine wines, champagne and
spirits served throughout the ship
Rome to Venice
Tokyo to Hong Kong
July 8, 2013 • 9 Nights • Silver Wind
October 19, 2013 • 12 Nights • Silver Shadow
Virtuoso fares from $4,150
Virtuoso fares from $5,650
Rio de Janeiro to Buenos Aires
December 11, 2013 • 9 Nights • Silver Cloud
Virtuoso fares from $3,450

Call your Virtuoso® travel advisor and book early.
You’ll receive Voyager Club benefits on these sailings and the best
fare on the best suite — guaranteed*.

All Silver Privilege Fares are cruise-only, in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy. Fares are capacity controlled, and subject to change at any time without notice. Availability of all suite categories cannot be guaranteed. Fares
for single guests are available upon request. Additional restrictions may apply. *Guests will be eligible for reimbursement if the Silver Privilege Fare for their particular voyage and suite category is reduced after they have made a booking
and deposit with Silversea and Silversea has received their written request for a fare adjustment prior to their sailing date. Requests for reimbursement received on or after the sailing date will be denied. Reimbursement provided under
this guarantee will be in the form of a shipboard credit, suite upgrade, future cruise credit, fare reduction or other method. Silversea reserves the sole right to determine the method of reimbursement made to guests. The amount of
reimbursement the guests receive will be determined by the difference between the Silver Privilege Fare actually paid by the guest and the Silver Privilege Fare displayed on Silversea.com the day the request is received is by Silversea.
Ships’ registry Bahamas. Fares, schedules, Virtuoso exclusives, events and amenities are subject to availability, blackout dates and international currency fluctuations, and may change without notice. Guests must be booked into Virtuoso
Voyager Club or Virtuoso Explorer group to be eligible for Voyager Club or Virtuoso Explorer amenities and fares. Virtuoso Voyager Club and Virtuoso Explorer events may require a minimum/maximum number of participants. Virtuoso
assumes no responsibility for the presentation confirmed within, including errors in pricing. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo, SPECIALISTS INTHE ART OF TRAVEL, WE ORCHESTRATE DREAMS, VOYAGER CLUB and
VIRTUOSO EXPLORER are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd.
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Canoe
Can-Do
The inside take on Maui,
as told by gary saldana,
21-year resident and
director of Hawaiian
canoe operations at the
four Seasons resort
Maui at Wailea.
Maui is to oahu as:

“Rubbah slippahs [cheap thong
sandals] are to penny loafers.
In the islands the saying goes,
‘Maui no ka oi’ (Maui’s the best) –
‘nuff said.”
Favorite beach For a day oFF:

“Kamaole Beach Park 1 in Kihei or
the North Shore’s Maliko Gulch.”
best Months For canoeing:

“January through March for the
highest concentration of humpback whales. Seeing them from a
canoe is spectacular – it feels like
you’re in the ocean with them.”
beach survival kit:

“Sunscreen, Maui Jim sunglasses,
and a pitcher of mai tais.”
local restaurant not to Miss:

“Café O’Lei in Kihei – the blackened mahimahi is to die for.”
to spaM or not to spaM?

“Note that it’s an introduced species here; however, Spam musubi
[Spam, nori, and rice] is the local
version of an energy bar, packed
with protein, carbs, vitamins, and
amino acids. You gotta jump on
board the Spam musubi train!”

another day at the office:
outrigger canoeist gary saldana.
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Tony novak-Clifford

Saldana and the resort’s championship paddling team introduce guests
to outriggers with complimentary
hour-long paddles Monday through
Friday, no canoeing experience
necessary. Doubles from $465, including breakfast daily and a $100
dining credit.

Gear to Go

Day in the Sun

Our gear tester’s picks for your next beach break.
When your aversion to
Day-Glo rivals the thought
of “Euro-cut” bathing suits – or
if you just want to strut your own
style – click over to Quiksilver’s
custom boardshorts. The surf
brand’s bespoke bathing suit
page starts you out with a blank
canvas of varying lengths and
cuts, then walks you through a
quick ten-step design process.
Choose from myriad color palettes and patterns, from muted
to steroidal, for everything from
panels to back pockets, piping,
and even thread color. $99;
custom.quiksilver.com/qs.

Driving a Hummer is out;
wearing watches the diameter, weight, and thickness of a stack
of five silver dollars is the masculine fad of the day. More sensible,
perhaps, is the Luminox A.3183.
It’s chunky but comfortable, and its
relatively thin case (0.5 inch) still
slips beneath a shirtsleeve. Yet it’s
plenty tough: The face is guaranteed to constantly glow in the dark
for 25 years – no fumbling with
buttons required – and its brushed
metal case can withstand a dive
to 600 feet and shows fewer dings
than polished cases. $675;
www.luminox.com.




Canon’s rugged PowerShot D20 features a better sensor than most
adventure-sports cameras, a tough metallic body, oversize buttons, and
dedicated video and still-shot buttons, so you can toggle quickly between the
two modes when a giant tortoise joins your snorkeling or outrigger outing in
Wailea Bay. It’s built to be dunked 33 feet down in the ocean and features specific underwater modes to help colors remain true to life. A dead-simple menu
system means you’re taking pictures – not fiddling – when the action heats up.
$350; www.canon.com.

PLaNe taLK



Oakley’s designers have apparently snapped enough shades that they
dreamed up the new Frogskin with breakaway temples that detach under
duress and click back into place. Beyond the pop art looks, the optics are balanced for bright days on the beach, blocking the entire UV spectrum (A, B, and
C), plus harmful blue light that can also cause eye fatigue. You can even pair
varying tints with different frame colors, dialing in protection that mates well
with your fashion sense. $120; www.oakley.com.

April Cools
Beginning in April, first- and business-class passengers on Qantas flights longer than 12 hours will be
greeted by a car and driven to their hotel, home, or office, and escorted to their connecting gate with
car service at the end of their journey. The complimentary service will be offered on both ends of flights
between Australia and London, Dallas, Los Angeles, and New York, as well as Dubai, Santiago, and
Johannesburg.
On the 8th of the month, SAS Airlines launches new service linking Copenhagen and San Francisco
with six-times-weekly flights, the only direct link between the West Coast and Scandinavia.
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Bon Voyage
CuisinArt Golf Club.

First Look: Windstar

Cruises’
Renovated Wind Surf

So You Want to Be a Star

PlaY through
Golfers on SeaDream
Yacht Club cruises
can tee off at a dozen
top Caribbean links
(depending on itinerary). Options include Arthur Hills
in Fajardo, Puerto
Rico, and Anguilla’s
CuisinArt Golf Club
(formerly Temenos),
where the fairways
serve up views of
Saint-Martin; both
are featured on the
March 31 Puerto Rico
to Saint-Martin voyage. Duffers can also
brush up their skills
on board the 112passenger SeaDream I
and II, each equipped
with complimentary
30-course golf simulators. Departure:
March 31; from $2,799
(golf extra).

Cruise northern Europe while learning from a pro what it’s really like to be a Broadway performer or ballet dancer. As part of its Emerging Artists series with Los Angeles’ Music Center, Crystal Cruises is hosting both young performers and their instructors and giving
passengers behind-the-scenes access to practice sessions in the “working classrooms.” Longtime Broadway fixture Karen Morrow
will teach vocal performance on the 922-passenger Crystal Symphony’s 11-day sailing from Reykjavík to London (departure: June 4; from $4,565).
Ballerina Francine Kessler Lavac, who danced with Mikhail Baryshnikov, will share her know-how on the 1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity’s
ten-day sailing from Copenhagen to Stockholm (departure: June 15; from $4,580).
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(MUSIc nOTE IcOn) nOUn PROJEcT

Off the Caribbean island of Montserrat, the 312-passenger Wind Surf’s captain showed off
the ship’s remote-operated sails – 26,881 square feet of white Dacron – and his ability to give
passengers close-in views of the volcanic island. But it’s the interior’s fresh look that’s sure
to catch returning passengers’ eyes. Along with new contemporary furnishings and marinethemed artwork, the recent renovation introduced elegant AmphorA restaurant (serving a
great sea bass with eggplant caviar and tomato on artichoke ragout, as well as classics like
beef Wellington and duck à l’orange) and French-influenced Stella Bistro for tasty coquilles
Saint-Jacques à la Provençale (scallops simmered in wine and garlic) and an excellent duck
cassoulet, among other items.
Smartly, though, Windstar Cruises didn’t go overboard with the upgrade – the ship is still
about casual yacht-style elegance, not overly fussy. Yes, you can lay your head on Egyptian
cotton and enjoy L’Occitane bath products in accommodations that include 376-square-foot
deluxe suites (with the bonus of two bathrooms), but you’ll feel at home in shorts all day on
the ship’s expanded deck space, and there are no ties on board – even at night. Among added
niceties, the ship’s drop-down marina still offers complimentary watercraft, so you can brag
at the open-air pool bar, “Did you see me? I was the one on the Hobie Cat.” Departures: Multiple seven-day round-trip sailings from Sint-Maarten through March 23; from $1,799.
– Fran Golden

Bon Voyage

Reflect on this

Celebrity Cruises’ newest ship takes
design – and privacy – to new heights.
By FRan GOLdEn
Celebrity Cruises has launched a design-focused Solsticeclass ship every year since 2008. The latest of these
contemporary jewels, the 3,030-passenger Celebrity Reflection, borrows such hits from her four stylish siblings as a half acre
of real grass up top, an original modern-art collection, and a dozen
enticing dining venues – including a participatory open-air grill. But as
we learned on a two-night preview cruise from Miami in December, this
ship is no copycat. Celebrity Reflection makes waves of her own.
NEW
SHIP

Shower Up: It may seem odd to talk about a shower as a key
feature, but there’s never been one like that in the impressive
1,636-square-foot, two-bedroom Reflection Suite. A pentagonal glass
structure cantilevered off the side of Deck 14, the shower provides
views galore (you can see out, but others can’t see in) – including the
sea way down beneath the glass floor. Not for the faint of heart.
Party Palace: The Reflection Suite is part of a private suite
complex, accessible only by key card. Here you’ll also find five new
441-square-foot Signature Suites with high ceilings, separate living
areas and bedrooms, and whirlpools on private verandas. Amenities
include Reverie mattresses (with firmness and features controlled by
an iPad) and round-the-clock butler service. Book an individual suite
or the whole complex (up to 26 people) for a private party at sea.

Spa Power: The earlier Solstice-class ships introduced AquaClass
staterooms with special spa amenities, but the Reflection is the first to add
AquaClass Suites. The 301-square-foot suites come with complimentary
access to sauna and steam facilities at the ship’s AquaSpa and to the
popular, health-focused alternative restaurant, Blu. AquaClass guests
also receive in-stateroom perks such as Frette bathrobes, Bulgari bath
products, and Hansgrohe showers. As for the spa, the Reflection expands
on its predecessors’ versions and introduces a mini Turkish hammam
and an infrared sauna.

Eye Candy: Among top artists represented in the ship’s museumquality collection: Robert Rauschenberg, John Baldessari, Jeff Koons,
Kiki Smith, and John McCracken. Specially commissioned installations
include a dramatic sculpture of metal branches with a live tree on top,
created by Bert Rodriguez for the ship’s Upper Grand Foyer.

Colorful Conversation: The upper deck’s Lawn Club provides
a place where you can walk barefoot, play boccie, or have a picnic, but
just before sunset find your way to the expanded Sunset Bar, a secluded
spot all the way aft with comfortable, South Beach-style furnishings
and translucent bar stools that change color as the evening takes hold.
Departures: Celebrity Reflection cruises the Caribbean on seven-day voyages from Miami through April; from $799. Reflection Suite from $11,999.
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From top: Celebrity
Reflection at sea, its
namesake shower and
suite, the spa’s hammam,
and Sunset Bar.

Suite Talk

This issue:

The
Maldives

Ultimate Upgrade
Inside our favorite splurge-worthy suites.

Over and out (there): The
Private Reserve and (right)
its entertainment deck.

Among the 45 lavish overwater villas at Gili Lankanfushi, a Maldives private-island resort, the three-bedroom, 15,000-square-foot
Private Reserve offers maximum seclusion. Nearly 1,000 feet from its closest neighbor, the mini resort includes its own spa featuring a sauna, steam room, air-conditioned gym, and indoor and outdoor treatment areas; a fully equipped kitchen and wine cellar;
sundecks atop the roof and at sea level; and a waterslide that plunges two stories into a coral pool. Guests seeking social contact
can hop in their personal motorboat or order a boat transfer from one of two resident butlers to reach the resort’s restaurants, bars,
and beaches. Private Reserve from $5,520, including breakfast daily, Champagne and tapas on arrival, and a 30-minute spa treatment
for two.

Growth
Account
Based in a 1920s neo-Gothic bank building, the
160-room Joule Dallas has expanded to three
neighboring buildings occupying nearly an
entire city block. Set to debut this spring, the
33-room addition includes two three-level
Penthouse Suites with private terraces.
ESPA takes over the new spa, and further stylish additions include a Taschen bookstore, an
American brasserie, and a subterranean lounge
devoted to craft cocktails. Doubles from $900,
including breakfast daily and a $100 hotel credit.
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Bold and beautiful:
A Penthouse Suite living room.

Grand arrival: Sofitel’s
new outpost in Uruguay.

Where
Next

Poised to invigorate one of South
America’s more overlooked capitals, the
Sofitel Montevideo Casino Carrasco
& Spa restored a grand but dated historic landmark on the residential Río de la Plata coast.
The stately 116-room beach retreat offers indoor
and outdoor swimming pools, bike rentals, and
a 5,400-square-foot spa, plus a French restaurant, tea salon, lounge, and 32,000-square-foot
casino – abundant resort diversions just 20
minutes’ drive from Montevideo’s colonial center.
Doubles from $270, including breakfast daily and
a $100 spa credit.
NEW
HOTEL

Pacifico Course’s par-three “Tail of the Whale.”

Tee
Party

While guests vie for The Punta Mita Cup on two Jack Nicklaus courses, celebrity chefs and winemakers provide 19th-hole sustenance during The St. Regis Punta Mita Resort’s third annual Punta
Mita Gourmet & Golf Classic (April 11 through 14). Argentinean winemaker Laura Catena joins
Mexico City chef Enrique Olvera and other guest chefs at the 120-room coastal resort to headline
the event, in which food, wine, and tequila tastings top the leaderboard. Doubles from $1,515, including
three nights’ accommodations, meals, and events.

ThaT Noise? DaD sNoriNg.
Junior guests of Tucson’s 253-room Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain can trade the rollaway beds for playful pop-up tents. The resort’s new
in-room bivouac supplies down bedding, a s’mores kit for the outdoor firepit, a book on the Sonoran Desert, and a plush tortoise toy to take
home once the family breaks camp. Doubles from $369, including breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit. Tents from $99 per stay.

MARCH | APRIL 2013
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Swiss

SWISH

Clockwise
from left:
the Alpina
Gstaad’s exterior, its lobby,
and megu.

The Alpina Gstaad dazzles with good taste.
By GAIL HARRINGTON

NEW
HOTEL

LocaL buiLders and craftspeopLe spent four

years creating The Alpina Gstaad, which debuted
late last year as the first new five-star hotel to open in
Gstaad in 100 years. The Bernese Alps’ modern chalets inspired this
contemporized 56-room mountainside hotel. Architects gave The
Alpina a subtle but striking profile on five wooded acres in the exclusive Oberbort area, 250 feet above Gstaad. Its top floors of balconied guest rooms and suites are visible from the village, while lower
floors and underground parking tuck into the slope. Looking up at
the hotel’s gabled slate roof and balconied facade during a horsedrawn sleigh ride, you’d never imagine all the indulgences hidden inside. The hotel can deliver skiers to the slopes, arrange lessons with
expert instructors, and warm guests’ boots, and it offers equal appeal for nonskiers and summertime visitors.
Arrive at The Alpina’s sweeping glassed entrance via a dramatic belowground driveway that sports a sometimes frozen waterfall wall and glass oculus.
Vibe: The elegant but cozy lobby has seating around large stone
fireplaces, rustic beams and carved ceilings, rotating and permanent collections of contemporary art, and an antique wood ceiling mural.
inside: There’s an 1,800-bottle wine room with a stone table for
First impression:
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six, plus a band or DJ in the evening, Havana-inspired cigar lounge,
private 3-D movie theater, heated outdoor pool, fitness center,
massive Six Senses Spa, and a children’s playroom with a tree house.
bootinG Up: Downhillers can hit 260 miles of pistes at four area
ski resorts or opt for glacier skiing. One of the top cross-country
ski areas in the Alps, Gstaad also offers dogsledding, snowshoeing,
ice-skating, and winter hiking. In summer, there’s mountain biking,
river rafting, and trout fishing.
rooms: Twenty-five one-of-a-kind rooms come with leather headboards, Frette linens, Lavazza espresso machines, Bang & Olufsen entertainment systems, iPads, Acqua di Parma bath products,
heated floors, and balconies. The 31 suites feature fireplaces and
Swiss folk-art armoires (converted into minibars) and dressers.
sUite spot: The three-bedroom, 4,300-square-foot Panorama
Suite features hand-hewn barn beams, a sloping glass ceiling, a fully
equipped spa and separate fitness room, and a Jacuzzi on the balcony.
dininG: After earning two Michelin stars at Mesa in Zurich, executive chef Marcus G. Lindner now directs The Alpina’s three restaurants, including an outpost of New York’s Megu with vermillion
lacquered chairs and modern Japanese cuisine, and Swiss Stübli for
regional meat dishes, fondue, and raclette.
Doubles from $1,140, including breakfast daily and a $110 spa credit.
Open December 1 through March 31 and June 1 through September 30.

itineraries to

inspire

7-Day Roundtrip Vancouver
ms Amsterdam

Ocean-view from

$699*

8/9; 9/6/2013
Roundtrip Vancouver
$25 shipboard credit per person

7-Day Roundtrip Seattle
ms Westerdam, ms Oosterdam^

Ocean-view from

$899*

8/11*; 8/24; 9/01*; 9/7/2013
Roundtrip Seattle
$25 shipboard credit per person

^ms Oosterdam sailing cruises Tracy Arm on Day 4 in lieu
of Glacier Bay

11-Day Ancient Mysteries
ms Noordam

Ocean-view from

$1,699*

8/15/2013
Athens to Istanbul
$25 shipboard credit per person;
chocolate dipped strawberries

14-Day Fjords, Highlands and Ireland
ms Rotterdam

Ocean-view from

$2,199*

8/17/2013
Roundtrip Rotterdam
$25 shipboard credit per person;
Pinnacle Grill dinner

7-Day Canada and New England Discovery
ms Veendam

Ocean-view from

$1,299*

9/21/2013
Boston to Québec City
$25 shipboard credit per person;
Spacious, Elegant Ships
Gracious, Award-Winning Service
Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs
Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

For reservations, please call your
Virtuoso travel advisor

*Fuel supplement has been suspended. Holland America Line reserves the right to re-instate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per person per day should the price of
light sweet crude oil according to the NYMEX (New York Mercantile Exchange Index) increase above $70 per barrel. Please consult our website for current information. Fares are
based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise only. Fares are in U.S. dollars and include non-commissionable fares. Taxes are additional and
vary according to itinerary. Subject to availability. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Restrictions may apply. Please refer to the
appropriate Holland America brochure for full terms and conditions. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

inspired By

1.

MaRa hoFFMan

Cami underwire swimsuit top and classic bottom,
$132 and $101, respectively, www.marahoffman.com

2.
Dean haRRiS

BoRa-BoRa

3.

this Polynesian pearl brings to mind lustrous
baubles and sun-drenched scenery.
Lagoon with a View
Backdrop for the Platonic ideal of paradise: Bora-Bora’s flat-topped Mount
Otemanu towering over a lagoon dotted with thatch-roofed overwater bungalows. Coincidentally, this is also the setting for the 107-room Four Seasons
Resort Bora Bora, where guests spy on eagle rays and clown fish through glass
floor panels, swim from their balconies, and watch the sun set over Otemanu.
Doubles from $950, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.
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CuRRey & CoMPany

Seaward faux-coral chandelier,
$2,030, www.lumens.com

(BORA-BORA) FRAnS LAnTIng/CORBIS, (SWIMSUIT) CHRIS PLAVIDAL, (MARKET EDITOR) MAYA JUDD

Tahitian pearl and 18-karat-gold drop
earrings, $1,025, www.barneys.com

The Ultimate
Luxury Getaways
FROM $615*
INCLUDES 3 nights, The Ritz-Carlton, Cancun & hotel
transfers. BONUS reduced rates, $100 resort credit &
breakfast buffet daily for 2. UPGRADE to an Oceanfront
Room for only $72 more.

Cancun - 5-star

FROM $855*
INCLUDES 4 nights, The Fairmont Southampton & hotel
transfers. BONUS 1 free night. UPGRADE to a Fairmont
Room for only $60 more.

Bermuda - 5-star

FROM $929*
INCLUDES 3 nights, Royal Hideaway Playacar,
all-inclusive, adults only & hotel transfers. myTime
EXCLUSIVE $50 resort credit, room upgrade & more.

Riviera Maya - 4.5-star

Prices do not include airfare. Ask about air-inclusive rates from your city.

Ask about additional myTime exclusive amenities!
myTime is a new concept in vacations, providing unique recognition,
extra amenities & special touches when traveling – all at no extra cost.

To book your Luxury Getaway, please contact your VIRTUOSO travel advisor today.
*Conditions Apply: Prices do not include airfare. Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations. Tour and land packages do not include meals
unless otherwise indicated. Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Resort credits are not redeemable for cash. Availability is limited. Rates and/or package prices are subject to holiday blackouts,
peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the full price paid depending on the package and when it is cancelled. Government imposed hotel and resort taxes and fees may not be
reflected in the advertised price and may be payable directly to the hotel and resort. Other restrictions may apply and vary by resort. Contact GOGO Vacations for further details. myTime: All myTime offers are provided
by our third party suppliers to myTime customers and are subject to availability. myTime and any third party supplier may (in their sole discretion) substitute any of the offers for any other offer that is available for similar
or no face value. All offers have no cash value, are not combinable with any other offers and are not transferable. Any offers
not used have no surrender value and are not redeemable for cash. Mexico valid for travel 4/24–6/10/13; must be
booked by 12/13/13. Caribbean valid for travel 2/1–4/30/13; must be booked by 4/30/13. GOGO Vacations does not
assume responsibility for any errors or omissions in the content of the offers displayed. CST#2088177 ADV#774 SS 1/13

Tktktk
City
to tktktkktk
Go
Maharat Road; 66-2/2221-9158),
ideal for alfresco nightcaps.

SHOP Bangkok’s side streets,
or soi, burst with shops. Sukhumvit Soi 23 houses a trio of interiordesign boutiques: Incredible
(116/4 Sukhumvit Soi 23; 662/260-9690) deals in unusual
accents such as mounted fossils
and boar’s hide rugs. Neighbors
Eligible and Unforgettable carry
art deco and modern furnishings.
Local collectors prize House
of Chao (9/1 Decho Road, Surawong; 66-2/635-7188), which
restores Thai antiques and
sources regional folk art.

Thai

TAKEAWAY
Teak meets chic in Bangkok.

By ELAINE GLUSAC PHOTOGRAPHy By ALVARO LEIVA

GO fOr Bangkok’s design
scene has exploded on virtually
every level, producing a collection
of new retro-chic restaurants,
hotels turning Thai to the core
with an emphasis on authenticity, and a growing gallery scene
where colonial-era romance
meets work by emerging artists.
For a vintage-to-modern venture
in the famously frenzied city, art
aficionados can tour The Jim
Thompson House museum, a
compound of six traditional teak
homes where the silk magnate
once resided, then round the
corner to the Bangkok Art &
Culture Centre to explore nine
floors of art-focused shops and
lofty exhibit space.
EAT

Thai celebrity chef Ian
Kittichai recently opened Issaya
Siamese Club (4 Soi Sri Aksorn,
Chue Ploeng Road; 66-2/6729040) in a walled villa evoking
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STAY Newcomer The Siam
fronts the Chao Phraya with two
wooden Thai houses containing
a cooking school and restaurant. Behind them lie 39 suites,
From top: Bangkok Art & Culture Centre,
salad days at Issaya Siamese Club, a
Saint-Tropez Smash and servers at Hyde
& Seek, and The Jim Thompson House.

a 1920s private club, albeit
one with an extensive produce garden out back. Creative presentations such as
whole fried bass draped with
herbs highlight the modern
Thai menu. Le Dalat (57 Soi
Prasarnmitr, Sukhumvit 23;
66-2/259-9593) channels
colonial Indochina, serving
the city’s best Vietnamese
food amid potted palms and
period decor.

DrINK

Swedish mixology
team the Sorum brothers have
made Hyde & Seek (65/1 Athenee Residence, Soi Ruamrudee,
Wireless Road; 66-2/168-5152)
a find for classic cocktails paired
with gastropub favorites. At
night, the brilliantly lit Wat Arun
(“Temple of the Dawn”) across
the Chao Phraya River backdrops
The Deck at Arun Residence
(36-38 Soi Pratoo Nok Yoong,

the best with plunge pools,
daybeds, and sunning decks in
private courtyards. Public and
private spaces showcase the
owner’s impressive antiques collection. (Doubles from $532, including breakfast daily and a onehour sunset river cruise for two
guests.) Downriver, the 370-room
Peninsula Bangkok offers private Thai kickboxing lessons with
a national champion and trips to
the flower market followed by a
flower-arranging lesson. A tuk-tuk
(traditional three-wheeled taxi)
joins the hotel’s fleet of BMWs
and Rolls-Royces for open-air city
tours. (Doubles from $310, including breakfast daily, afternoon
tea for two once during stay, and
discounted spa treatments.)

Some people explore North America.
Others
it.

Bison - Wyoming

Yellowstone River

Monument Valley National Park

When you have dreamed of exploring North America forever—every moment should
be perfect. And touring with Globus makes sure of it. We’ll find the perfect hotels in
the heart of the destination, give you VIP access to the must-see attractions, arrange
all your transportation, and even provide a local Tour Guide to make sure everything
goes smoothly. Your only task is to relax and enjoy.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor today to learn about
Globus GoParks! vacations.

Interview

Why I Travel

World cruiser Mary McKee turns trips into treasures.
InTERVIEWEd bY daVId HOCHMan

A

fter a two-decade airline career, Mary McKee now
prefers the pleasures of cruising and jewelry making.
Working with Virtuoso travel advisor Ruth Turpin of
Fort Worth, Texas, she’s set sail on four world cruises
and has taken more than 70 cruises total – including 60 with
Crystal Cruises. “Cruises are the best,” says the Fort Worth native.
“You unpack once. You don’t worry about where you’ll stay or what
you’ll eat, and you’re pampered like a princess.” Here’s what she’s
discovered en route.

“Cruising’s the best way for single women to see the
world. It’s secure, I meet people, I dine at the officers’ table, and
I visit places I wouldn’t go on my own, such as West Africa and the
Middle East.”

“I’ve never gotten seasick. The Tasman Sea, a nor’easter off
Maine, 48-foot swells – I’m fine and never take medication. But
put me in a New York City taxi and I turn green.”

“For long cruises, make a wardrobe spreadsheet: How
many formal nights, semiformal, and casual days do you have? I
plug in different outfits for different days.”

“When I get passenger fatigue I’ll go to my room, and I
enjoy exploring some ports of call on my own. It’s necessary. Otherwise cruises can become mini soap operas on board.”
“My new favorite place is Cambodia, where I took an overland excursion last year. The temples, floating villages, markets, and
Angkor Wat are fascinating.”

“You lose count after a while, but I’ve visited somewhere
around 102 countries. I’ll add three new ones this year: Ecuador,
Colombia, and Peru.”
“Have a purpose in travel in addition to seeing the
world. A few years ago, I started designing jewelry after taking a class
on board. Now I seek out precious stones and beads in every port of
call for my new business [www.marymckee.com].”

Buying beads in
Cambodia and
(below) sailing
into Cape Town.

“My Khmer silk-wrapped beads from a Siem Reap market are
a special find. I’ve included them in three necklaces so far: two with Murano glass from Venice and brass beads from Africa, and one with lava
from Sicily’s Mount Etna and sterling silver from Dubrovnik [above].”
“Cruise line loyalty has its perks: Crystal provisioned me with a
private stash of Diet Dr Pepper for my entire world cruise – I’m a Texas
girl and can’t live without it.”

“I never leave Texas without my El Yucateco habañero
sauce. Cruise ships tend to cater to mild palates, and I like to spice
things up – their Mexican food is never hot enough for me.”

“It’s the small, personal
touches that matter most.
Ruth sends flowers to my stateroom or a thoughtful gift that
I can use in my travels, and she
always gets me a beautiful cabin.”

“I’ve been almost everywhere, but I have some inland
places on my list: Laos and Nepal,
look out!”
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tip
“It’s easy to gain weight on
a long cruise, but if I only pack
clothes that fit when I set sail, it
forces me to eat healthier, and
I exercise by playing paddle
tennis. My mantra:
No bread!”
– Mary McKee

photo: Jarle Wehler/Statens vegvesen

VIP LOUNGE IN FJORD NORWAY

Prekestolen
near Stavanger

Official partner:

Norway in a nutshell ®
roundtrip with FjordTours

Photo © Robin Strand/Fjord Norway

Photo © Morten Rakke/Flam

Utvikling

photo ©Terje Rakke/ /Nordic Life/Region Stavanger

THE GEIRANGERFJORD- YOU HAVE TO BE HERE TO BELIEVE IT

Bryggen in Bergen
UNESCO World Heritage Site

Explore Fjord Norway and you’ll return to nature with breathtaking scenery, dramatic
waterfalls, and the freshest of mountain air. You’ll be amazed at the wonderful® places to stay,
historic cities, charming villages, excellent cuisine, and fantastic hospitality. Whatever type of
vacation you choose, you’ll experience an overwhelming feeling of peace and tranquility that
will remain with you forever. For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

GEIRANGERFJORD
FJORD NORWAY

E N R I C H I N G D E S T I N AT I O N S
INSPIRED CUISINE
PA S S I O N AT E S E R V I C E

YO U R WO R L D

Your

WAY ®

Experience incomparable value onboard elegant mid-size ships.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for these special offer fares today.

AFRICA

ALASKA

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

CARIBBEAN

EUROPE

SOUTH AMERICA

SOUTH PACIFIC

GRAND PANAMA CANAL
Lima to New York | 20 days
Marina - May 6, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

14,778 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

4,589 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

BALTIC ODYSSEY

Copenhagen to Stockholm | 10 days
Marina - July 5 & September 3, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

9,998 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
Veranda Stateroom
from

5,549 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

ULTIMATE PANAMA CANAL
San Francisco to New York | 21 days
Regatta - August 22, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

12,598 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

2 FOR 1
CRUISE FARES*
FREE AIRFARE*
BONUS SAVINGS
UP TO $5,600
per stateroom*

BUSINESS CLASS AIR
UPGRADE FROM $999
per guest each way on select sailings*

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE

PRE-PAID
GRATUITIES*

4,799 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

CONTINENTAL SHORES
London to Barcelona | 10 days
Nautica - August 27, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

9,998 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

4,149 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

ROMANCE & RIVIERAS
Lisbon to Monte Carlo | 12 days
Riviera - September 29, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

12,998 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

4,999 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

ROMAN LEGENDS

Athens to Barcelona | 10 days
Nautica - October 25, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

8,598 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

3,449 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

CLASSIC MEDITERRANEAN
Barcelona to Barcelona | 10 days
Nautica - November 4, 2013
FULL BROCHURE FARE
from

7,298 per guest*

$

SPECIAL OFFER FARE
from

2,799 per guest

$

WITH FREE AIRFARE*

*Offers expire March 31, 2013. Business class air upgrade is capacity controlled and available on select sailings for categories Veranda and above, is priced per
guest each way, applies where available to international flights and may not apply to U.S. domestic or intra-continental flights. All advertised fares, offers and
any applicable shipboard credits, upgrades or special amenities shown are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to
availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers or loyalty program benefits, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior
notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable
Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes are included. For itineraries shown with multiple departures, sailing prices may vary and any “Fares From”
pricing is based on Category G unless otherwise indicated. Single rates and rates for 3rd and 4th guests are available upon request; call for details. Cruise Ship
Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1, Early Booking Savings and Special Offer fares are
based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the
last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract
which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to
economy, round-trip flights only from the following Oceania Cruises Primary Air Gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, DEN, DFW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LAX, MCO,
MIA, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & Canadian gateways at an additional charge. Any
advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges and all government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges,
including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right
to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Complete Terms and
Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. MAR1308

Recognized Worldwide for Excellence

Tasting Notes

The

PALOMA
Move over, margarita, there’s
a cooler cooler in town.
By ANTHONy DIAS BLUE
PHOTOGRAPHy By CHRIS PLAVIDAL
STyLING By HEIDI ADAMS

M

exico’s most popular tequila

cocktail strips overwrought umbrella
drinks back to basics. Palomas (“doves”)
are simple: tequila and grapefruit soda
on the rocks with a lime or lemon wedge. To make this
dove soar, reach for top-shelf silver tequila for fresher
agave flavor than barrel-aged reposado or añejo tequilas, and fresh-squeezed citrus (with or without soda
water) in place of the more pedestrian canned soft
drinks. The only umbrella this drink needs is the one
over your beach chair.
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Turn the page to learn
what’s on the rim.
Trust us, it’s tasty.

Ride the Waves of Hawaii
Hawaii is like no other place on earth. Home to one of the world's most active volcanoes and the world's tallest sea
mountains, it’s the birthplace of modern surfing, the Hula and Hawaiian regional cuisine. But perhaps the most
unique feature is its aloha spirit which complements the island's weather and makes every visitor feel special.

Maui, Hawaii

Oahu, Hawaii

The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua

Halekulani

•
•
•
•

Every 5th night free
$500 air credit
$500 resort credit
One Bedroom Residential Garden View Suite

5 nights from $1409 per person
Book - 12/13/13. Travel - 12/18/13

CLASSIC
V A C AT I O N S

• $250 air credit
• Daily buffet breakfast at House Without a Key or full
American breakfast at Orchids for two (except on Sunday
breakfast will be served in House Without A Key)
• Complimentary internet (wireless/DSL)
• Welcome amenity upon arrival
• For You Everything Program: Complimentary admission
to the Honolulu Museum of Art and Spalding House,
Bishop Museum, I'olani Palace and Shangri-la Tour
(Doris Duke Estate)
• Ocean View Room
4 nights from $1359 per person
Book - 12/15/13. Travel - 12/20/13

Call your Virtuoso Travel advisor
Offers are valid on new bookings of at least five (5) consecutive nights at a participating property or of at least four (4) consecutive nights on Oahu. Value of credit varies based on minimum night stay requirement. Prices shown are per-person, land only based upon
double occupancy. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fluctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond Classic Vacations control. Air credit is one per booking, not
per person. If each traveler purchases the optional Travel Smart Plan or Cancel and Change Waiver, hotel stay and air, party’s total package price will be reduced by indicated air credit value. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and may be changed
or discontinued at any time without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, minimum stay requirements on air, seasonal surcharges, resort fees (if any), and other restrictions may also apply. Offers are not valid for Group Travel. Some booking and travel
dates may vary. Other promotions and departure dates available which may result in a different rate and/or hotel inclusion. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes and fees on the free night offer. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.
010-0113

India

South Africa

Tasting Notes
THE TEQUILAS
Herradura Silver ($36)
Entertainers Bing Crosby and Phil Harris
discovered this venerable blanco in Mexico
in the 1950s and began importing it to
the States. Zippy and stylish with loads
of character.
Casa Noble Crystal ($40)
Notes of vanilla and exotic spice complement the pure agave flavors in this contemporary classic.
Peligroso Silver ($43)
Spanish for “dangerous,” Peligroso is
actually a creamy, mellow tequila with
a spicy finish.

Thailand

AD XXXXX

El Cartel Silver ($50)
Cartel goes down like liquid silver, with
heady chocolate and mint notes; intriguingly suspended gold flakes elevate it to
true top-shelf status.

Avión Silver ($50)
Fragrant, silky, and elegant, yet earthy and
spiced with bright pepper, this winning
tequila is assertive but not aggressive.
THE COCKTAIL
Mix up this Paloma recipe from One&Only
Palmilla, one of our favorite resorts in Los
Cabos – though it’s best served poolside by
your casita’s personal butler.

Sal de gusano (worm salt)
or seasoned salt for the squeamish
1 ounce silver tequila
1 ounce freshly squeezed lime juice
Freshly squeezed grapefruit juice
1 ounce Alipús mezcal
Lime slice, for garnish
Rim a highball glass with salt. Add ice, tequila,
and lime juice, then fill the glass just shy of
the top with grapefruit juice. Top with mezcal
and garnish with a lime slice. (If you don’t use
mezcal, double up on the tequila.)
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Award-winning

Check out the gold
flakes in this bottle.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.

journeys to over
120 There
destinations
are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.
worldwide.

Explore the world onboard one of the
youngest fleets. Fly via Doha, your
gateway to journeys as rewarding as
the places you visit.

Launching soon:
Chicago (10th April 2013)

PHOTO CREDIT

For reservations, please call your
Virtuoso travel advisor.
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e voyages

qu
my magnifi

Travel Through the Sofitel Collection.
Chicago, Hanoi, Cartagena, Fez, Vienna, Aswan, Amsterdam and Montevideo... Contact your virtuoso
travel advisor and discover more.

Global Gourmet

Bounty
by the

PLATEFUL
Australia’s Margaret River region
tackles gourmet living with
renewed vigor. By JEnnI AVInS
PHOTOGRAPHy By TUnGSTEn
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O

ne early evening in the Marga-

Cullen Wines’

ret River region, butterscotch-colored restaurant (left)
cattle nibble at the damp grass, and a and Cape Lodge’s
drizzle gives way to a glowing double duck breast with
vegetables.
rainbow. This bucolic place, about 170 miles south
of Perth, is a fast-growing destination for serious gastronomes. Not
even 50 years ago, forward thinkers planted the first vines in the region, which now extends about 60 miles down the western cape of
Australia. The temperate, Mediterranean-style climate has since
proven ideal for cabernet and chardonnay, and today Margaret River
is home to at least 150 wineries and a full-force foodie revolution.
Along the gum-tree-shaded byways, a grandson of a local dairy
farmer runs tours of sustainable-food producers; middle-aged farmers convert sheep-grazing acres to vineyards; and roadside signs for
microbreweries, fresh-caught fish, and artisanal ice cream seem to
multiply overnight. Last November, some 10,000 visitors, along with
Michelin-starred chefs René Redzepi and David Chang, attended the
first annual Margaret River Gourmet Escape, a new four-day food
and wine festival centered at one of the area’s winery estates. After a
few days exploring Margaret River, I get the attraction.

As the world’s most award-winning river cruise line, we proudly delight travelers with comfortable and convenient journeys to more
enriching and fascinating destinations than you could encounter any other way. Sail into the heart of the world’s greatest cities —
they were built around rivers. Spend less time getting there and more time being there. Little wonder that river cruising is the fastestgrowing segment of the travel industry.
8-DAY EUROPE FROM *$1,756

PER PERSON

13-DAY RUSSIA FROM *$5,096

PER PERSON

Romantic Danube aboard NEW Viking Longships > Budapest to Nuremberg

Waterways of the Czars aboard Viking Helgi > St. Petersburg to Moscow

15-DAY EUROPE FROM *$3,662

13-DAY CHINA FROM *$2,692

PER PERSON

Grand European Tour aboard NEW Viking Longships > Budapest to Amsterdam

PER PERSON

Imperial Jewels of China aboard all-veranda Viking Emerald > Shanghai to Beijing

2014 EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT — BOOK TODAY. OFFER EXPIRES SOON!

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details on Viking’s 2014 latest offers.
THE WORLD’S LEADING RIVER CRUISE LINE...BY FAR®
*Note: Romantic Danube price based on CAT F, 11/29, 2014 sailings. Waterways of the Czars price based on CAT DX, 9/26-10/11, 2014 sailings. Grand European Tour price based on CAT F, 11/24-11/29, 2014 sailings.
Imperial Jewels of China price based on CAT F, 7/5-8/26, 2014 sailings. 2014 cruise fares listed are for cruise and cruisetour only in U.S. dollars, per person and fares/discount offers are based on double occupancy. 2-for-1 cruise and
international air discounts are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer EBD at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for details. Valid
on new bookings only as of 1/1/13, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Past Guest Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right to correct errors and to change any
and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions apply; see Passenger Ticket Contract. CST#2052644-40

Global Gourmet

Full days, full bellies in Margaret River (clockwise from top left): A Cape Lodge interior and cheese platter with pinot noir, Adinfern Estate vineyards, French
toast with cinnamon pears and thick cream at the Margaret River Bakery, the Saturday farmers’ market in Margaret River, and kalamata oil with pizza bread
at Olio Bello olive farm in Cowaramup. Opposite page: Leeuwin Estate assistant winemaker Phil Hutchison, chasing the surf on Gas Bay, and a tempting
advertisement at Cullen Wines’ restaurant.

ON THE ROAD
When the woman at the rental car counter hears I’ll be staying at Cape Lodge, she
squeals with delight. Here’s why: Inside my
suite at the lodge, what appear to be lightfilled Renoir landscapes complement the
plush, neutral decor. They’re not paintings,
but picture windows looking out on the estate’s grounds and private vineyard, the
colors saturated by the evening rain. Across
a jade-colored pond, I spot a white-shirted
kitchen staffer in a garden plot, a silver bowl
in his arms. That night at Cape Lodge’s restaurant, each speck-wrapped scallop, delicate baby carrot, and tender slice of lamb
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tastes unmistakably fresh. When I bite into
a small, earthy beet, I suspect I may have
seen the cook pulling this very root out of
the garden just hours before.
The next morning, the sun shines as I
head into town, about a 20-minute drive
from Cape Lodge. Although I have a day
of nibbling ahead, Margaret River Bakery
beckons from the main drag. A surfboardstuffed Volkswagen bus is parked outside;
inside, patrons sip lattes from mismatched
china. It’s clearly a hangout, but I take my
coffee and flaky croissant on the road.
At Adinfern Estate, I meet Merv Smith,
a sheep farmer who has converted nearly a

third of his acreage to vineyards. “I’m living
proof you can teach an old dog new tricks,”
he says, pouring a taste of pale, racy sauvignon blanc as evidence. “It smells like my
grandfather’s fruit orchard,” he says.
A few miles away at Olio Bello, a Mediterranean-style olive grove, restaurant,
and tasting room, little white bowls glisten with golden pools of olive oil. The
kalamata oil has a delicious bite; another
version pressed with limes tastes sunny
and bright. I eat lunch at Cullen Wines, a
certified biodynamic winery, where broad
beans grow between grape rows to fix
nitrogen in the soil and are served warm

with local olive oil and parsley in Cullen’s
restaurant. A meal of frittata dotted with
crisp peas accompanied by warm venison
chorizo, creamy cheddar, sweet pickles,
and – of course – a glass of Cullen’s Margaret River Red blend validates the winery’s holistic methods. By sunset, I’ve

sipped local wines, liqueurs, and coffees
paired with sublime cheeses, chutneys,
and bean-to-bar chocolate all over the region. That night, I curl into a cushy couch
at Cape Lodge’s lounge and order crostini
topped with rich smoked salmon from the
bar menu.

WINE AND THE WATERFRONT
In the following days, I admire crashing
turquoise waves from rocky beaches, then
wander the rose-filled grounds at the Cape
Dutch-style Voyager Estate winery. There, I
try a silky, subtly spicy glass of Girt by Sea
cabernet-merlot blend, which winemaker

Private jet service that is always on point.

AD XXXXX
Sentient Jet Charter* provides
world-class service and safety
delivered with real value and
without any tradeoffs. You receive
a private jet experience beyond
your expectations and peace of
mind knowing you are working
with an industry leader.

To book a trip, please call
your Virtuoso travel advisor.
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Travis Lemm modestly calls his “barbecue
wine.” Next door, at family-owned Leeuwin
Estate (one of Margaret River’s oldest, largest wineries), the original cellar now houses
a gallery filled with works for Leeuwin’s Art
Series bottle labels, and performers from
Sting to the Perth and London symphony
orchestras have played at the band shell. On
the outdoor deck I sit down to flaky pink
snapper in a buttery broth, cut nicely by a
crisp, floral glass of Leeuwin’s 2008 Art
Series chardonnay.
Later I meet Sean Blocksidge, Margaret
River Discovery Tours’ charismatic guide.
We consider watching the sunset from the
ocean cliffs, but instead climb into a canoe
for a paddle on the Margaret River. The
water reflects towering gum trees along
the shore. Marron – Aussie crayfish – and
mussels rest beneath the surface. We sit in
silence for a moment, admiring the scene.
Then I pull my paddle through the water,
making little whirlpools in its wake. It’s time
to work up an appetite; another meal in Margaret River is just around the bend.

Floral notes: Voyager
Estate’s rose gardens.
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“It’s yachting,
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MEDITERRANEAN - CARIBBEAN - COSTA RICA - AMAZON - ASIA
Only 112 Guests 95 Award-Winning Crew 5-Star Cuisine Inclusive

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Specialist and ask for your US$200 Spa Credit.

MARGARET
RIVER ROuNDS

What not to miss on a taste
tour of the region.
STAY A local ethos prevails at Cape
Lodge, where contemporary, light-filled
suites overlook the 40-acre estate’s lakes,
gardens, and vineyards. Meander the path
that circumnavigates the property, settle
down fireside in the plush bar with a glass
of wine, then try the dinner tasting menu
for samples of (for instance) barramundi in a
jamón-herb crust and saffron vinaigrette or
grilled Harvey River beef with braised fennel.
Doubles from $700, including breakfast and
a $100 dining credit.
TASTE A family-run farm, vineyard, and
tasting room, Adinfern Estate focuses
on less conventional regional wine varietals.
8772 Bussell Highway, Cowaramup;
61-8/9755-5272.

Cullen Wines boasts some of Margaret River’s oldest vines and serves excellent lunch at
picnic tables on the lawn beside them. 4323
Caves Road, Wilyabrup; 61-8/9755-5277.
Leeuwin Estate is something of a regional
cultural center, with an art gallery, a concert
series, and one of the region’s best-established restaurants and wine portfolios. Stevens Road, Margaret River; 61-8/9759-0000.
An eclectic local gem, Margaret River
Bakery serves outstanding coffee, baked
goods, breakfast, and lunch on Margaret
River’s main drag. 89 Bussell Highway, Margaret River; 61-8/9757-2755.
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one-for-one commitment
FOR EVERY SAFARI SOLD, WE SEND
AN AFRICAN CHILD TO SCHOOL

Olio Bello, a former dairy farm, now grows
14 varieties of olives that end up in its organic
oils and tapenades, as well as dishes for its
outdoor BYOB restaurant. Armstrong Road,
Cowaramup; 61-8/9755-9771.
Meticulously tended rose gardens and a
restaurant specializing in local produce
make Voyager Estate special; in the
tasting room, the fantastic wines speak for
themselves. Stevens Road, Margaret River;
61-8/9757-6354.
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Nine-time Travel+Leisure “World’s Best Safari Outfitter”
Two-time Condé Nast Traveler “World Savers” Double Category Winner
What more could you ask of your safari company?

To book an exceptional adventure and
send a child to school, contact your
Virtuoso Travel Advisor for details.
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O
District in

BLOOM
Venture past Hong Kong’s
core to budding Sheung Wan.
BY NICHOLAS WALTON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PHILIPP ENGELHORN
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n a sun-drenched morning

Picture of renewal:
in central Hong Kong Island, not
Sheung Wan’s
far from the city’s iconic skyline,
Lomography Gallery.
sleepy-eyed expats brunch on
eggs Benedict at curbside cafés, the doors open at a gourmet burger
bar, and lights flicker on at the city’s first Lomography boutique. In
chic galleries, contemporary art from China, Vietnam, and Singapore hangs before discreet spotlights. But amid the new restaurants,
yoga studios, and interior design shops, aged Chinese medicine
practitioners lift the shutters on incense-stained clinics, statues of
demons and deities stare out from traditional antiques stores, and
gaggles of old men crowd around games of xiangqi in a tree-lined park
while their wives sip flower tea in an ornamental pavilion. Heritage
is in vogue in Hong Kong, and the tiny, bustling district of Sheung
Wan is turning heads.
Sheung Wan offers a fascinating cross-section of Hong Kong’s
past, present, and future. This makes the pedestrian-friendly neighborhood a joy to explore, especially for amateur photographers, as a
hodgepodge of cafés, boutiques, and creative companies set up shop
in weatherworn storefronts, meat-packers, and even former brothels
that cling to the flanks of Victoria Peak.

THIS IS THE WAY TO SANTA FE
Four Seasons Resort Rancho Encantado

Under grand skies and infinite stars, discover our newest resort and New Mexico’s only Four Seasons.
Experience premier adventure, dining and relaxation amidst the rugged beauty of the Sangre de Cristo
mountains, within minutes of the magic of Santa Fe.

For more information, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor.

Style & Design
Sin Sin
Atelier finds.

ESCAPE

Art stop: The Cat
Street Gallery.
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Treasure hunting
in Sheung Wan.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel
Advisor for reservations and
your exclusive Avis discount.

ARTS
As rents on one of the world’s most spacestrapped islands continue to rise, the
city’s trendsetters are venturing west,
into Sheung Wan’s ancient storefronts, alleyways, and low-rise buildings. The city’s
emerging arts scene pioneered the move,
its denizens searching for cheaper studio,
gallery, and theater spaces.
In the past few years, several theaters
and arts groups have settled in Sheung
Wan, including the Hong Kong Repertory
Theatre, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra,
and Hong Kong Dance Company. Another
active theater company, Theatre du Pif,
has also recently set up shop on Queen’s
Road West in the neighborhood’s heart.
Soho, a popular corner in Central Hong

Available at select locations in the U.S. and Canada.
©2013 Avis Rent A Car System, LLC

22653
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Kong that’s home to numerous bars and
restaurants, has crept westward, and now
endless little galleries, studios, and cafés
have joined the traditional antiques shops
on Hollywood Road. The area has transformed itself into a must-see for art and design lovers. Walk in any direction and you’ll
come across galleries such as Cat Street,
Sin Sin, and PARA/SITE, as well as home
decor boutiques, industrial design studios, and architectural firms. The newest
venue from Cat Street’s owner, The Space,
is housed in a former meatpacking factory
and hosts events such as art exhibits, film
screenings, and fashion shows. Across the
street, the Lomography Gallery Store, a
reincarnation of the city’s original camera shop, serves as a meeting point for

local and traveling fans of Lomo’s quirky
analog cameras.
SHOPPING
Where there’s art and fashion, there’s shopping, especially around quiet, unassuming
Tung Street, Sheung Wan’s own arts microcosm. The Konzepp Space, a boutique that
doubles as a gallery and a café, changes its
inventory every few months, with merchandise following a theme such as globalization
and sustainability. New collections include
bags by BLK Pine and a limited-edition collection of wine bottles designed by Konzepp
and Australian artist Anthony Lister. Two
sister stores have recently opened nearby:
One rents out Phillips-designed bicycles
for exploration of the neighborhood’s alleyways and hidden parks; the other stocks
men’s fashion from independent brands, including Konzepp’s own line.
On Tung Street’s steep incline, you’ll also
find Diane Beatrice Nittke’s acclaimed Ellermann florist, famed for its antique hatbox bouquet creations, and the innovative

Bright young thing:
The Konzepp Space
houses a boutique,
a gallery, and a café.

Ellermann’s floral
flourishes in
Sheung Wan.
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The ultimate indulgent experience
AD XXXXX
If BLEED, make it fit and center in
the DARK GRAY BOX.
Ads should have been designed
THE GREAT OUTDOORS MADEwith
GREATER
It’s the perfect season for 18 holes. Whether
bleed on all
sides for balance
steps from the Strip on the Wynn golf course or a short drive to Bear’s Best, there are enough stunning courses in
when imported.
this town to enjoy a different challenge each day of a getaway.
If NON-BLEED, make it fit and cen-

RETAIL RENAISSANCE
Personalized
service,
tered in the LIGHT
GRAY
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city. Enjoy world-class culinary cuisine at Social House between hitting up Prada and Miu Miu at Crystals at CityCenter.
Or, stroll through Via Bellagio to pick up the eye candy you’ve been dreaming of at Hermès, Fendi and Dior.

A ROOM WITH A VIEW

There are NO FOLIOS
for 1/2-page ad pages.

Escaping after a busy day of adventure has never been so spectacular.
Book a room at Mandarin Oriental for stunning views or ARIA for incredible in-room technology. Or, go with a
classic at Four Seasons Hotel.

Check out LasVegas.com and plan your next amazing Vegas adventure.
Or contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to customize an adventure just for you!
LasVegas.com

CRUISE THE
INCREDIBLE
GREAT LAKES
Join us this summer aboard the
130-guest, American-flagged Yorktown
and explore one of North America’s most
unique destinations—the Great Lakes.
From the charming Victorian-era
Mackinac Island, to the awe-inspiring
Niagara Falls and the amazing engineering
feat of the Welland Canal, our voyages
are led by expert lecturers who will
highlight the rich history and culture of
this fascinating region.
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ilivetomorrow gallery, which will welcome a
collection this year by U.S.-born Jesse McLin
and Hong-Kong-bred Julie Progin that reuses
200-year-old porcelain from Jingdezhen in
China. The gallery will also host an exhibition of handmade furniture by Taiwanese
artist Pili Wu. Across the way, Signed-By, a
modern, minimalist concept store housed in
the concrete shell of a once dilapidated storehouse, stocks women’s fashion by Ccchu,

Conceptual shopping:
Signed-By.

SHEuNG WAN AWAITS

Hong Kong’s hot ’hood must-sees.
STAY The 300-room
Peninsula Hong
Kong unveils the
final phase of its
$58 million renovation this May when
the original building
reopens. Updates are
aesthetic (laser-cut
steel flowers on guest
room walls) as well as
technological (tablets
to control lighting,
access a city guide,
and more). Doubles
from $760, including
breakfast daily and
one dinner for two.

Theatre du Pif
Hua Fu Building,
Room 901-2, 111
Queen’s Road West;
852/2904-2030;
www.thtdupif.com.

SEE Hong Kong

PARA/SITE
4 Po Yan Street,
Ground Floor;
852/2517-4620;
www.para-site.
org.hk.

Repertory Theatre
345 Queen’s Road
Central; 852/31035930; www.hkrep.
com.
Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra
345 Queen’s Road
Central; 852/31851600; www.hkco.org.
Hong Kong Dance
Company
345 Queen’s Road
Central; 852/31031888; www.hk
dance.com.
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The Cat
Street Gallery
222 Hollywood Road;
852/2291-0006;
www.thecatstreet
gallery.com.
Sin Sin Atelier
52 Sai Street;
852/2521-0308;
www.sinsin.com.hk.

The Space
210 Hollywood Road;
852/2361-1210;
www.thespace.hk.
Lomography
Gallery Store
2 Po Yan Street,
Ground Floor;
852/2915-2205;
www.lomography
asia.com.

SHOP The Konzepp
Space
50 Tung Street;
852/2803-0339;
konzepp.com.

Ellermann
Design
36 Tung Street,
Ground Floor;
852/2291-0388;
www.ellermann
design.com.
ilivetomorrow
45 Tung Street,
Ground Floor;
852/2517-8900;
www.ilivetomorrow.
com.
Signed-By
43 Tung Street,
Ground Floor;
852/2517-8900;
signedbydesigners.
tumblr.com.
DINE Wagyu
Kaiseki Den
263 Hollywood
Road; 852/28512820; www.wagyu
kaisekiden.com.hk.

208 Duecento Otto
208 Hollywood Road;
852/2549-0208;
www.208.com.hk.
Magnolia
Shop 5, Ground Floor,
17 Po Yan Street;
852/2530-9880;
www.magnolia.hk.
Heirloom Eatery
226 Hollywood Road;
852/2547-8008;
www.heirloomhk.com.
Classified
Shop 1, Ground Floor,
108 Hollywood Road;
852/2525-3454;
www.classified
food.com.
Blue Butcher
108 Hollywood Road;
852/2613-9286;
www.blue
butcher.com.
Yardbird
33-35 Bridges Street;
852/2547-9273;
www.yardbird
restaurant.com.

as well as birdhouses by Marcel Wanders,
turntables by Pro-Ject Audio, and delicate
lacquer boxes by Koichiro Kimura.

A Japanese sipper
at Yardbird.

208 Duecento Otto
brunch: Pomodori
uovo (poached egg,
Italian-style).

DINING
Of course, restaurateurs have also moved
into Sheung Wan. Among them are Japanese eatery Wagyu Kaiseki Den and 208
Duecento Otto, an Italian restaurant with
dark timbers and tile tables that would
look at home in Manhattan’s Meatpacking
District. Nearby, Magnolia remains one
of Hong Kong’s favorite “private kitchens”
(hidden eateries with eclectic, well-priced
set menus that are ideal for groups), while
Heirloom Eatery serves Mexican- and
Balinese-inflected cuisine. East, past Man
Mo Temple on Hollywood Road and the traditional antiques markets, Classified has
outdoor seating and a walk-in cheese room,
a temperature-controlled tasting area.
Neighbor Blue Butcher boasts an extensive
steak menu, and Yardbird creates Japanese
dishes and cocktails – all to help fuel Sheung
Wan’s newfound creative streak.
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AT PALACIO NAZARENAS BY ORIENT-EXPRESS
For reservations, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Orient-Express is a collection of iconic hotels and
sophisticated travel adventures.
Stay in the heart of Cuzco, Peru, at Palacio Nazarenas
just one of our exceptional destinations worldwide.
Now member of Virtuoso.

In My Bag

T

he president and creative

director of Amanda Nisbet Design
in New York City has a reputation
for bold, sophisticated interiors –
and her travels reflect that taste. Virtuoso
travel advisor Caroline Wallace furnishes
Nisbet’s itineraries – from personal jaunts to
Italy, Berlin, London, and Copenhagen to tour
stops for her recent book, Dazzling Design –
down to the last detail. And she doesn’t
skimp on hotels. “I’m very easygoing,” Nisbet says, “but I don’t
like to compromise on lodging.”

I don’T leave
home wIThouT:

1. My Céline Luggage Tote

holds all my necessities while still
being elegant and chic.

2. Jo Malone Vitamin E Nour-

ishing Hand Treatment. This is, bar none, my
favorite hand cream, and I can’t do without it.

3.

Chloé scalloped leather ballet
flats. I absolutely love to travel in comfy,
pretty ballet flats.

5

My Travel
esseNTIals

amanda Travers Nisbet packs pretty, practical favorites
for her international city trips. PORTRAIT BY MIKI DUISTERhOF
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4.

Sterling silver Verdura bamboo
pen. I’m a big list maker and note taker. I
truly believe there should be beauty
in everything, even in
my pens.

5. Alicia Adams

alpaca travel set.
It’s so nice having my
own little eye mask
and wrap to tune
out the world while
I travel.

MIAMI BEACH’S MOST
EXCLUSIVE ENCLAVE.
A WORLD OF LUXURY AND
ELEGANCE BY ST. REGIS,
PERFECTLY LOCATED.

The most talked-about new hotel in Florida.
Featuring spacious, luxuriously appointed
guest rooms, all facing the Atlantic and a
beautiful 600-foot beach. Gourmet cuisine
at J&G Grill by acclaimed chef Jean-George
Vongerichten. Remède Spa. Fitness Center.
The attentive service of our staff and our
St. Regis Butlers. And a great location in
Bal Harbour, across from the world-famous
Bal Harbour Shops, just 15 minutes from
exciting South Beach. There is no address
like St. Regis.

FOR RESERVAT IONS,
PLEASE CON TACT YOUR
V IRT UOSO TR AV EL ADV ISOR.

A LEGACY OF LUXURY.
NOW AT OVER 30 OF THE WORLD’S
FINEST HOTELS & RESORTS.
AFRICA THE AMERICAS ASIA
EUROPE

©2010–2013 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, St. Regis
and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates.

THE MIDDLE EAST

1
A 21-square-mile oasis 650 miles off North Carolina,
Bermuda scoffs at the Caribbean’s prominence with pinksand beaches, twisting coastal roads to tease out your
inner daredevil scooterist, and a lovably quirky style that
says, “Look, just don a sport coat and tie with those shorts
for tonight’s formal dinner.” The best value going there this
season is Norwegian Cruise Line’s Manhattan-based
Norwegian Breakaway. Fresh from its christening, the familyfriendly 4,000-passenger ship begins seven-day sailings
with three days at King’s Wharf in May – just when Bermuda’s
water and air temperatures sync up in the mid-70s and
begin their march to summer’s mid-80s peaks. Departures:
Sundays May 12 through October 6; from $749.

(BEACH) MAssIMo RIPAnI/sIME/EstoCk PHoto,
(DRInk) PEtER FRAnk EDWARDs/REDUX

 BeSt for: Escape from New York-ers; families

Horseshoe Bay Beach and a Dark and Stormy (Gosling’s Black
Seal rum and Barritt’s ginger beer) – Bermuda’s cure-all for the
sun-deprived.
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2
More than 7,100 islands await in the Philippines, a tropical bonanza of urban
nightlife, active volcanoes, remote reefs, and shoe aficionados. Dip your toe
in with an overview or dive deep into one activity (surfing, scuba, cultural
immersion, sunbathing) with Remote Lands’ custom private trips. A 13-day
overview may begin with sights such as Imelda Marcos’ Coconut Palace in
Manila, followed by a helicopter and horseback tour of Taal Volcano, complete
with a traditional pig roast. From there, set out on a geologist-led outing to
active Mount Mayon during a multiday hop south to Pamalican Island, where
the 40-casita Amanpulo serves as a posh base camp for yoga, diving, and water
sports on the Sulu Sea. Departures: Any day through 2013; from $800 per day.

 Best for: Eco-travel adventurers
 tIP: “Head to Donsol Bay to snorkel with one of the world’s largest whale

PHOTO CREDIT

shark migrations (December through May). My private boat ferried me out to
swim right alongside the docile creatures – I had four or five sightings that day!”
– Michael Holtz, travel advisor, New York

72

VIRTUOSO LIFE

(CHICHén Itzá) Heeb/LAIf/Redux, (SICILIAn RuInS) CLAudIo CASSARo/SIMe/eStoCk PHoto,
(oLIVeS) MASSIMo RIPAnI/SIMe/eStoCk PHoto (CyCLISt) ALeSSAndRo SAffo/SIMe/eStoCk PHoto,
(PHILIPPIneS) Rob HowARd/CoRbIS

3
For those seeking a tan that’s more than
beach-deep: Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula, where western Caribbean playgrounds serve as jumping-off points
to explore Mayan culture at ruins such
as Chichén Itzá and Uxmal. Monograms’ nine-day vacation spends two
nights in each (the Chichén Itzá hotel
has a private entrance to the ruins) for
guided explorations of eighth- and
tenth-century ruins and includes a
walking tour of colonial Mérida. Four
nights at an all-inclusive Cancún resort
provide unabashed lounging, because,
face it, a few days with beach chairs and
umbrella drinks looks good on you. Departures: Any day March 15 through 2013;
from $1,709.

 BEST for: Sybarites for Substance
members and pledges

4
A six-day spin through Sicily’s citrus- and olive-scented countryside rewards time in the bike saddle with picnics at agriturismos and espresso breaks in seventeenth-century plazas. Beginning in
Catania, riders on this Backroads trip loop through Sicily’s southeastern quadrant with stops at
UNESCO World Heritage sites Ragusa and Modica – both rebuilt in extravagant baroque style following a 1693 earthquake – all beneath the gaze of Mount Etna. Go-getters who’d rather eat up the
miles than the manicotti (or eat up more miles and hence more manicotti) can cover upward of 50
per day; those without so much to prove can breeze along on shorter daily routes, ranging from 19
to 40 miles. Compare mileage counts and feast on Sicilian cuisine with fellow cyclists each evening
at a series of boutique hotels. Departures: Multiple dates, April 21 through October 27; from $4,398.

 BEST for: Italophiles with able quads; Il Postino fans
Clockwise from top left: The Philippines’ most active volcano, Mount Mayon, rises some 8,000 feet on Luzon;
climbing the 91 steps of Chichén Itzá’s El Castillo; and Sicilian sights for cyclists.
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5
Where once Grace Kelly and Cole Porter soaked up the 80-degree average temperatures, now
Ryan Gosling, Kate Moss, and Emma Watson relax, mon. The island’s enduring allure lies in
a balance of beach, beauty, and history. Also of note: Delta just commenced daily nonstop
flights from JFK to Montego Bay (four hours), and the 90-minute hop from Miami is a definite
“why not?” For a gracious taste of the destination made famous by the 1950s and ’60s jet set,
check into Montego Bay’s Round Hill Hotel & Villas. The 36 rooms, 27 two- to six-bedroom
villas, and beachfront spa give guests front-row seats to white-sand leisure and access to diversions that range from rafting the Great River by two-seat bamboo craft to horseback riding
on the beach. Doubles from $369, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

 Best for: Jet-setters with a taste for jerk chicken

PHOTO CREDIT

 tIP: “My favorite villas at Round Hill: 16 (six bedrooms) and 17 (four bedrooms) for their spectacular views of sunrises and Caribbean waters. My favorite Jamaican excursion is to YS Falls,
which are as beautiful as Dunn’s River Falls but without the tourists!”
– Martha Gaughen, travel advisor, Atlanta
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PHOTO
CREDIT
(MONTEGO
BAY) Alvaro Leiva/age fotostock

6
What magnate doesn’t enjoy a private island? Witness: Malcolm Forbes, who bought seven-milelong Laucala Island in 1972, and Red Bull founder Dietrich Mateschitz, who acquired it in 2003,
recently tricking it out with 25 sago palm-thatched bures (mega-bures?) with private pools, Fijianchic decor, and bathtubs hewn from single blocks of granite. Sun seekers can avail themselves
of five restaurants, a golf course, a fleet of 14 boats for exploring the 18-mile-long reef, and a
5,000-square-foot free-form pool. Doubles from $4,200, including all meals and beverages, activities,
and one golf lesson and 90-minute spa treatment per person.

 Best for: Cash-flush paparazzi-duckers
Plans, thatched: Kick back in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
or (above) escape to Laucala Island’s Peninsula Residence.
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Clockwise from top
left: Laila Assef at her
Trancoso shop, a Ponta
dos Ganchos view, Bahia
boys, Kenoa cornucopia,
a Ponta dos Ganchos
snack, Estrela d’Água’s
beachfront, Trancoso’s
Casa de Gloria restaurant, and local flora.
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BIG.
BOLD.
BEACHY.

b

With 5,000 miles of
coastline, a booming
economy, and a good-time
vibe, BRazIl has sandy
retreats for every mood.

PHOTO CREDIT

BY JENNI AVINS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS GARCÍA

We’d

barely

started

our lunch

when the dolphins appeared. It was
our first meal in Brazil, and as a
forkful of limy avocado and tender
prawns hovered near my lips, our server appeared at the table.
“Look!” She pointed out toward the resort’s small private island,
a stone’s throw from the shore, where two giant bottlenose dolphins
arced gently through the water, slicing across the shimmering cove.
We’d heard that the emerald hills and turquoise inlets surrounding Ponta dos Ganchos hid golf courses, hiking trails, and reefs, and
that resort staff could arrange a sailing to the nearby Bay of Dolphins. But now it seemed that might not be necessary. The dolphins
had come to us.
It’s undeniable that Brazil’s star is on the rise, between the 2014
World Cup, 2016 Olympics, and recent economic boom, but the best
reasons to visit the Southern Hemisphere’s largest country remain
the same as they’ve ever been: Brazilian culture – the people, food,
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music, and art that create the country’s colorful warmth – and some
of the world’s most beautiful beaches.
With nearly 5,000 miles of Atlantic coastline, it’s nice to have
some trip-planning help, which is where Brazil’s Matueté came in.
Virtuoso’s connection in Brazil, Matueté suggested a journey from
south to north that included beachfront stays in the states of Santa
Catarina, Bahia, and Alagoas, with a requisite few days in Rio de Janeiro. As any good travel advisor will tell you, Brazil’s regional culture and landscape vary as greatly as those of the U.S. In the south,
Santa Catarina’s rolling green farmland and cooler water provide
the backdrop (and ingredients) for a more European mood. To the
north, African influence prevails in Bahia’s music and cuisine, and
there’s no occasion too small for a live band and a little dancing. Farther afield in northeasterly Alagoas, nature preserves, waterfalls,
rain forests, and white-sand beaches make for a remote, tropical
escape. And, of course, you’d be remiss not to spend time in Rio –
which has a few famous beaches of its own.

b
left to right:
santa catarina
color; Florianópolis;
and a view for two,
breakfast, and a
suite at Ponta
dos Ganchos.

STOP 1
Ponta dos Ganchos ExclusivE REsoRt,
GovERnadoR cElso Ramos, santa cataRina
Guest register: Seclusion-seeking pop stars (Beyoncé and Paul
McCartney have stayed here) and couples on romantic retreats.
When to go: For warmer, longer days, visit during North America’s
winter months. Then again, in August and September southern
right whales breed off Santa Catarina’s coast.
Tip: Ponta dos Ganchos’ beach is peaceful and protected; surfers
should head to Mole and Joaquina beaches in Florianópolis.

When we arrived at Ponta dos Ganchos in the early afternoon, a golf
cart carried us down a winding wooded path, past outdoor massage
platforms and a lounge-laden lawn. Privacy and relaxation were
obviously paramount, but the resort also offers excursions and activities. My boyfriend, Ryan, and I had heard about the charms of
Florianópolis, Santa Catarina’s capital, on an island just an hour’s

drive south. Ryan wanted to visit a traditional cachaça distillery,
which produces the local sugarcane-based liquor; I imagined market stalls with indigenous basket weavers and Portuguese-style lace
makers. But as we opened the door to our bungalow, the thought of
leaving the room – let alone the resort – suddenly seemed ludicrous.
One of the lush, modern living space’s windowed walls opened onto
a private deck with a wedge-shaped infinity pool overlooking the
bay. Flowers floated in a Jacuzzi on an enclosed section of the porch,
and a sauna and shower designed for two made for a spalike welcome. Although the bed looked tempting after our overnight flight,
we opted for lunch instead.
We descended to Ponta dos Ganchos’ restaurant, overlooking its
tidy private beach, where couples read in the shade of umbrellas,
sharing plates of oysters and sipping the sweet water from green
coconuts. After watching dolphins cruise past (a rare sighting, it
turns out) while we nibbled appetizers, we tucked into plates of
grilled octopus and picanha, a traditional Brazilian top sirloin, with
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b
Clockwise from
top left: Ponta
dos Ganchos
beach; Estrela
d’Água dining;
Trancoso shopping, locals, and
treats; and Ponta
dos Ganchos paddling gear at
the ready.

smoky black beans (the resort’s own organic garden supplies many of
its ingredients). After lunch, we napped in the shade while the water
lapped at the sand, and woke when the afternoon shadows grew long.
Nearby, a wooden rack held canoes and two stand-up paddleboards –
like giant surfboards covered with rubber grip tape. We grabbed the
boards and waded into the warm, shallow water, hoisted ourselves on
top, and gingerly stood up with our paddles. In the calm cove, it was
easy to balance as we paddled along the rocky coast. Nearby, a waiter
carried two torches across a footbridge to Ponta dos Ganchos’ private
island – preparation for a romantic dinner.
The next morning, I slipped out of a glass door onto our deck and
dangled my toes in the plunge pool. As the sun warmed the cloudless sky and multicolored buoys bobbed in the bay below, I reconsidered the day trip to Florianópolis once again. Why leave our own
private paradise? I posed the question over breakfast – a parade of
fresh juices, pastries, omelets, and finger sandwiches. Looking out
over the red-roofed fishing village abutting the resort, Ryan took a
bite of brioche and agreed.
After a few hours of lazing on our private deck, alternately sunning and plunging in the pool, it was time for a little activity. I hadn’t
played tennis in years, but Ponta dos Ganchos’ easygoing environment seemed to invite such “Why not?” moments. So I dialed reception, and within minutes a golf cart whisked us up a hill, where we
strolled onto an impeccable red clay court with two rackets and a
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basket of fresh tennis balls. We worked up a sweat, then meandered
through the groves of fruit trees that supply the resort’s restaurant,
past the helicopter pad, and back down to the beach for an afternoon dip.
It didn’t take us long to get the rhythm: reading on our deck, dining
at the beach, walking the shady trails, and admiring neighboring villages by boat, with a local fisherman as our guide. Our final evening
at Ponta dos Ganchos, after massages in hillside tents, we wrapped
ourselves in terrycloth robes and headed back to our bungalow. That
night, we stayed in our bathrobes and ordered room service.

STOP 2
Pousada EstrEla d’Água, trancoso, Bahia
Guest register: Well-to-do, beautiful bohemian types with an affinity for Caribbean flair.
When to go: From December until Carnaval in February or March,
Trancoso fills with revelers seeking a smaller party than those in
Salvador and Rio. For a quieter scene, go in March.
Tip: If you’re doing capoeira, Brazil’s martial art, in the grass at
sunset, be sure to cover up or wear mosquito repellent.

Bahia is known for its alegria, a spirited happiness bolstered by some
of Brazil’s liveliest music, cuisine, and beaches. When the coolest
Brazilians crave fun in the sun, many head straight to Trancoso, a

sixteenth-century settlement turned holiday outpost – picture East
Hampton, south of the equator. Estrela d’Água embodies the spirit:
A self-contained inn with sprawling lawns and beachfront pools,
it’s located ten minutes east of town (close enough to walk via the
beach, but far enough to feel removed). Brightly painted bungalows
decorated with quilts, rattan furniture, and ceramic statues have
private pools and pillow-filled pagodas.
The night we arrived in Trancoso, our driver stopped on a cobblestoned street and directed us toward the quadrado: a grassy plaza
surrounded by small stucco galleries, shops, and restaurants, where
lanterns twinkled in windows and trees – the center of the town’s
nightlife. When we commented on its calm vibe to a British shopkeeper, she said that between December and February the quadrado
is packed shoulder-to-shoulder. In April, we could have thrown a
Frisbee clear across it. We hit the shops, trying on sporty coverups and metallic sneakers in Osklen, and chatting with Laila Assef,
an artist who creates whimsical chandeliers from recycled plastic
bottles. Rather than the bass-bumping Trancoso clubs we’d heard
about, we found O Centro Cevicheria, a tiny bar where a guitarist
and drummer played acoustic Brazilian classics.
The next morning at breakfast, we helped ourselves to fresh papaya and sonhos – soft, sugared doughnuts filled with guava jam. Beyond Estrela d’Água’s lounge-bordered pools, the Atlantic stretched
out, turquoise beneath a brilliant blue sky. We ventured down to the
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b
From left:
Bohemian trappings at Estrela
d’Água; a cool-off
cocktail; Praia do
Espelho beach;
and breakfast
bites, the lobby,
grounds, and
exterior at Kenoa.

sand for a walk, and as Ryan observed the attire of passing Brazilians, he regretted (maybe for the first time in his life) not owning a
Speedo. We remedied the situation at Richard’s, a boutique on Estrela d’Água’s grounds, and returned for some swimming and sunning – male thighs included.
Because Brazil’s African diaspora was concentrated in Bahia, the
state has a distinct culture. Dishes include ingredients such as palm
oil, peanuts, okra, and dried shrimp; the orixas (spirits) of the Candomblé religion often appear alongside Catholic saints; and in the
capital city of Salvador, people practice capoeira – an Afro-Brazilian
hybrid of martial arts and dance – in the street. Our contact at Matueté suggested we give it a shot, and we gamely agreed.
That afternoon our instructor, a fit Brazilian with a short Mohawk, arrived. Soon, with his patient instruction, we rocked back
and forth on Estrela d’Água’s lawn, attempting the occasional spin
or kick. The verb used for capoeira is jogar, “to play.” After an hour,
grass-stained, laughing, and happily tired, we understood.
Although it was tough to imagine a better beach than the one directly in front of the resort, Matueté had recommended Praia do
Espelho, about an hour away by car – along with lunch at Restaurante da Silvinha. So the following morning, our driver narrated as
we bumped through a buffalo reserve, an indigenous village, and a
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slice of the Atlantic rain forest, before pulling up to a vast crescentshaped beach. Green cliffs rose above the sand, and a chocolatecolored river ran lazily into the ocean. We found a secluded section
where palms reached over the beach and snorkelers kicked above
reefs in the distance.
At lunchtime, we walked to Silvinha’s, a small stone kitchen with
a green and turquoise terrace beside a stream. Strings of small
wooden birds hung along the veranda’s edge, their little propeller
tails whirring in the warm, steady breeze. As we sipped icy beers
and crunched anise-tinged flatbread on the porch, the smell of garlic wafted out of the kitchen, where Silvinha tended a wood-burning
stove. Soon, several bowls spread out on the table: fish in a cloveflecked ginger sauce sprinkled with bright cilantro, chunks of warm
pineapple with mint and chili, cucumber salad, plantain puree,
candied mango, passion-fruit sauce with garlic and honey, and – of
course – outstanding beans and rice.
The town of Trancoso may be known for its celebrity visitors
and chic nightlife, but our favorite nocturnal setting was the beach

directly in front of Estrela d’Água. There, the only stars we saw were
scattered across the night sky.

STOP 3
Kenoa exclusive Beach spa & ResoRt, BaRRa de
são Miguel, alagoas
Guest register: Honeymooners and nature lovers for Kenoa’s
remote, rugged setting; surfers for its great waves and complimentary boards.
When to go: Alagoas is warm and sunny year-round, with occasional rain between May and July.
Tip: You’re close to the equator here, so slather on the sunscreen
(Kenoa provides a fantastic Brazilian variety in its rooms).

After a postarrival snooze at Kenoa resort in the remote northern
state of Alagoas (I was flying solo now; Ryan had to head home
before I did), I pulled open the curtains to see the early-morning
clouds had cleared. On the villa’s patio, a little stream trickled

into a plunge pool, and
just beyond, the ocean
roared. Sunlight streamed
into the suite, illuminatRio WRap-up
ing the framed grass skirt
over the bed, the sitting
b Rio-based Frescobol Carioca’s
area’s cowhide rug, and hometown-inspired linen towels come in
colors such as bright orange Pepê (for
the skylit bathroom with
its interior garden. Kenoa’s Rio’s kite-surfing beach) and purple-andwhite Fasano (for the hotel hot spot).
Portuguese-born owner,
From $145, www.fbcollection.com.
Pedro Marques, who grew
up vacationing on Alagoas’
white-sand beaches, teamed up with Brazilian architect Osvaldo
Tenório to make the most of the resort’s extraordinary location,
sandwiched between a nature preserve and the Atlantic Ocean.
Kenoa’s rustic design melds with its surroundings and includes
ecologically conscious touches such as solar panels and energyefficient lighting.
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tip
“Arrange for a guided bike ride
along the trail from Trancoso to
Itaquena, the area’s biggest beach,
which is accessible only by foot or
bicycle. There are great landscape
photo opportunities along the way!”
– Chadi Nammour,
travel advisor, São Paulo

b
From left:
Kenoa’s pool, Alagoas sugarcane
fields, and fresh
oysters from Vila
da Palateia.

Later that day, a local guide drove me through vibrant green hills
of sugarcane, Alagoas’ primary source of income. Below were the
unspoiled waterfalls, beaches, and reefs that attract tourists in
search of natural refuge. After a ten-minute drive, I followed the
guide along a dirt path beneath towering palms and mango trees to
the mouth of a stream. There, Sebastiana and Josuel, a mother-son
team and members of Vila da Palateia, the local subsistence-seafaring community, waited in two wooden canoes. As Josuel paddled me
down the stream, Sebastiana floated alongside us, pointing out blue
crabs and burgundy-branched mangroves. Eventually we reached a
wide sea-fed lagoon with several white posts sticking out of the center, where we hitched up our canoes. Sebastiana’s is one of about 50
families who cultivate oysters in the area; the posts marked underwater oyster beds. She pulled a piece of black plastic webbing from
below the surface and plucked out a shell. With impressive speed,
she scraped it clean, pried it open, and passed it to my guide, who
had spread out limes, chopped chilies, olive oil, and locally produced
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honey on the canoe’s bench. The smooth, mild, freshly shucked oysters needed no adornment, but as Sebastiana continued to shuck, I
sampled them every which way, especially savoring the combination of chilies and honey.
Back at Kenoa that evening, with a little daylight left, I settled
into a chair at the edge of the rooftop lounge. Below, crisp white
daybeds and chairs spread out on the lawn, and marigold-colored
lounges lined a pair of infinity pools – all dwarfed by the Atlantic
and its whitecapped waves just beyond. As I nibbled local cashews
and sipped a caipirinha – cachaça, sugar, and muddled lime – owner
Pedro Marques appeared at the rooftop lounge. Seeing my snack, he
asked if I’d ever tried piña, another area delicacy. A bartender presented a piece of green, bumpy-skinned fruit with black almondshaped seeds encased in yellow pulp. I took a little slurp; it tasted
similar to a creamy, aromatic pear. “They’re in season,” Marques
said, “and they make a delicious caipirinha.” I took note for my next
round – and my next visit.

b
Caipirinha time
at Kenoa.

SUNSHINE STATE

Plan a Brazilian breakaway.
GETTING THERE LAN Airlines,
TAM Airlines, and Delta offer
service to Rio de Janeiro from
U.S. cities.
Go The well-connected team
at Matueté can work with your
travel advisor to craft a pitchperfect Brazilian beach getaway,
coordinating guided outings, hotel
stays, car service, and domestic
air arrangements.

Armação de Búzios
Insólito Boutique Hotel, a
20-room property, has themedecorated rooms with furnishings
by George Nelson, art by renowned
Brazilians, and bright textiles
against white surroundings. A twohour drive east of Rio, the hotel
adjoins Ferradura, one of Búzios’
26 beaches. Doubles from $850,
including a caipirinha on arrival, a
fruit basket, breakfast daily, and
one massage per person.

(MAP) MICHAEL NEWHOUSE/NEWHOUSE DESIGN

STAY Barra de São Miguel

At Kenoa Exclusive Beach
Spa & Resort, in the remote
northeastern state of Alagoas,
the backyard is a jungle reserve
and the front is the wide-open
Atlantic. The spa, restaurant, and
23 suites and villas pair clean
design with rustic touches. Decor
includes Amazonian headdresses
and repurposed railroad ties, and
the restaurant features local fish
and fruits. Doubles from $570,
including breakfast daily and one
massage for two.

Santa Catarina
An hour north of Florianópolis,
Ponta dos Ganchos’ exclusive
peninsula feels like another universe. Winding footpaths connect
25 bungalows with the beachfront
restaurant, tennis courts, screening room, and outdoor spa. Fresh
catch from fishing villages tastes
best enjoyed from the resort’s
small private island – the ultimate corner table. Doubles from
$855, including breakfast daily
and a $100 resort credit.

Trancoso
The vibe at Pousada Estrela
d’Água is distinctly Bahian, which
is to say, bright, cheerful, and easygoing. Go for beachfront pools,
rolling lawns, 28 bungalows and
suites, and, in nearby Trancoso,
boutiques, restaurants, and bars
that attract the jet set. Doubles
from $445, including breakfast
daily and a $100 dining credit.
Wilbert Das, former creative
director of Diesel, developed the
ten-room, artisan-decorated
Uxua Casa Hotel and Spa on
Trancoso’s main square. Four of
the ten “casas” occupy restored
fishermen’s homes; the remaining
six surround a quiet garden. Other
touches: a swimming pool lined
with thousands of aventurinequartz crystals, an earthy spa,
and a blissfully bare white-sand
beach (a ten-minute stroll away).
Doubles from $485, including
breakfast daily and a one-hour
spa treatment.

Rio de Janeiro
The Copacabana Palace’s regal
white facade, soaring marble
foyers, and sparkling chandeliers
recall a Rio long past, when the
hotel housed guests such as Marlene Dietrich and Orson Welles.
Today, one of the city’s largest
swimming pools, the Hotel Cipriani Restaurant, 243 rooms and
suites, and, of course, Copacabana Beach, keep the grandeur
and glamour alive. Doubles from
$735, including breakfast daily
and a $100 spa credit.
Barely five years old, the 89-room
Hotel Fasano is already a famous
fixture on Ipanema’s beachfront
promenade. Philippe Starck’s
undulating interiors add to the
hotel’s sleek appeal. But it’s the
rooftop pool, where fit and fabulous guests take in 180-degree
views of Ipanema and surroundings, that really dazzles. Doubles
from $820, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.
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CAPRI
CALLING
Ferry oFF to the Island oF dreams.
Photos and teXt By KeVIn J. mIyaZaKI
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Approaching Marina Piccola on Capri’s southern coast.
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When
you
dream
of

an opulent island existence – that sunny, fashionable, welcoming spot
of a carefree life – Capri, off Italy’s Amalfi Coast, might come to mind.
The ideal residence might resemble the J.K. Place Capri hotel. That’s
what I think as I enter the boutique property, a wonderfully appointed
1878 home with eclectic furnishings and bold blue walls trimmed in
white that open out onto a terrace overlooking the Mediterranean. It’s
a view that never grows old.
Here, you travel either on foot or by bus or cab, and the best ride
is in Paolo De Gregorio’s red 1960 Fiat taxi. Heads turn, even on the
impossibly narrow road leading up to Capri Town. Paolo is charming
as he proudly recounts the films and commercials that have featured
his gorgeous convertible.
Browsing high-end boutiques and visiting artisans such as sandalmaker Antonio Viva – whom a friend and I discover working away at a
small table surrounded by piles of handmade leather footwear – color
daily strolls. One afternoon leads to Capri Tiberio Palace’s stylish
bar for icy afternoon limoncellos. On another, we follow a local’s tip
to dine at Da Gelsomina, a country restaurant that sends a chauffeur
to pick us up for the scenic drive to the island’s Anacapri section. The
restaurant’s small garden provides a farm-to-table experience that
starts with a gorgeous antipasto plate of freshly grilled vegetables
followed by ravioli Caprese and a glass of house-made organic
falanghina – one of Italy’s oldest white wine varietals. Sunsets bring
more window-shopping and wandering, perhaps ending on a bench
overlooking the sea at Capri Town’s square, hazelnut gelato in hand.
As the end of my time on Capri nears, I take in the view from my
room’s balcony once more. Rows of small, colorful fishing boats bob
beside arriving ferries from Sorrento and Naples in the marina below.
If island dreams come true, this is where I’ll spy friends arriving for
the summer. Of course, I’ll send Paolo to meet them.
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1. Capri’s oldest operating restaurant, Aurora, is famous for thin-crust pizzas
that keep models’ waistlines in mind. 2. Crisp contrast at J.K. Place Capri.
3. Waiting for a table at Edodé in the heart of Capri Town. 4. Capri Tiberio
Palace’s stylish Jacky Bar. 5. Shoemaker Antonio Viva’s handmade sandals.
6. The island look, perfected.
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1. Via Vittorio Emanuele’s Massa boutique has dressed island visitors since
before the days of Rita Hayworth, a customer. 2. Capri cooler, limoncello.
3. Anacapri’s Hotel Caesar Augustus. 4. Taxi driver Paolo De Gregorio
with his 1960 Fiat convertible. 5. Beach club Il Riccio awaits sunbathers
at Capri Palace Hotel &Spa.

Island TIme

How To make your medITerranean escape a realITy.
STAY Our photographer’s pick for both daydream and actual stays
on the island: cliffside J.K. Place Capri, where 22 guest rooms pair
sharp nautical design with a breezy summer-home feel, and both the
pool and restaurant feature panoramic views of the Bay of Naples.
Doubles from $800, including breakfast daily and a $100 spa credit.

Capri Tiberio Palace puts guests at the heart of the island’s social
scene with 60 rooms a few steps from La Piazzetta (the town square)
and two of Capri’s most famous beach clubs nearby at Marina Piccola.
Head back for sunset cocktails at the hotel’s Jacky Bar, where a
century-old palm tree grows through the ceiling. Doubles from $495,
including breakfast daily and an $80 dining credit.

Anacapri’s Capri Palace Hotel & Spa features both of the island’s
Michelin-starred restaurants – L’Olivo and Il Riccio (the latter at the
hotel’s beach club nearby) – and the renowned Capri Beauty Farm
medical spa. Among its 78 rooms and suites, eight have private pools.
Doubles from $530, including breakfast daily, a bottle of limoncello in
room, and a $100 dining credit.
Few hotel views rival that of Anacapri’s Hotel Caesar Augustus –
whether you’re gazing out from the two-tier infinity pool, one of the
55 airy guest rooms (all but one with private balconies), or the terrace
bar, with its commanding perspective on the entire Bay of Naples
1,000 feet below. If you’re going to upgrade to only one water-view
hotel room this year, this is it. Doubles from $495 (sea-view
doubles from $755), including breakfast daily, complimentary
minibar, and round-trip Capri harbor transfers.
Go Naples is the first call on Seabourn’s eight-day voyages
from Civitavecchia (Rome) to Monte Carlo. Travelers can trade
the 208-passenger Seabourn Legend for a jetfoil ferry and make
the 50-minute crossing to Capri. Excursions booked through
the cruise line include a tour of Anacapri’s Villa San Michele and
two hours of free time in Capri Town. Departures: May 12 and
June 6; from $2,699.

(IL RICCIO)
CAPRI PALACE HOTEL & SPA

One of the complimentary shore excursions on Regent Seven
Seas Cruises’ 11-day sailings between Monte Carlo and Venice
is a day on Capri. Disembark the 700-passenger Seven Seas
Mariner for the quick 30-minute ferry ride from Sorrento and
start planning your free time in Anacapri (shopping or the chairlift up Mount Solaro?) and where to have lunch on Capri Town’s
Piazzetta. Departures: June 18 and September 8; from $7,799.
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Travel Intelligence

THIS IS YOUR
CAPTAIN
SPEAKING
As Virgin Galactic’s passenger flights
near, we take a look at the key
faces and technologies behind the
world’s first commercial spaceline.
This issue: Test pilot David Mackay.
InTERVIEwEd by MIchaEL bEhaR

flies an Extra 300L, a performance aerobatic aircraft,
doing vertical rolls and knife-edge spins. This helps
him stay sharp at his day job: chief pilot for Virgin
Galactic. At the moment, Mackay is flight-testing WhiteKnightTwo
and SpaceShipTwo – the mother ship that will shuttle tourists to 47,000
feet, and the rocket plane that will decouple there and blast into suborbital space – and is scheduled to begin flying tourists to space next
year. The Scotland native made his first flight in 1977. “I did it with the
University Air Squadron, which gave students experience with the
armed forces,” he recalls. After graduating, Mackay joined the Royal
Air Force (RAF), flying a Hawker Harrier GR3, a fighter known for its
unique ability to take off and land vertically. “I always wanted to be a
test pilot,” he says. “So as soon as I had sufficient experience, I applied
to test pilot school.” He remained in the RAF as a test pilot until 1995,
when he left to fly for Virgin Atlantic, and then, in 2009, joined Virgin
Galactic to become the world’s first commercial spacecraft pilot.
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What inspired you to become a test pilot?

“From an early age, I was interested in the possibility. I lived in a part of Scotland where I saw
low-flying military jets. It looked really exciting.
I was also inspired by manned spaceflight – the
first astronauts were ex-military test pilots. That
seemed to me like a fantastic career path.”

Q&A

How did you land your job at Virgin Galactic?

“I was a pilot for Virgin, flying A340s, when I got the invitation to look
at technical documentation for Virgin Atlantic’s GlobalFlyer, built by
Scaled Composites for Steve Fossett to fly solo, nonstop around the
world. On the basis of what I reported, I was asked to come to Mojave [California, where Scaled is based] to talk to the engineers. At
the time, they were building SpaceShipOne, and I flew its simulator.
When Virgin Galactic embarked on its SpaceShipTwo project, I was
asked to be the test pilot.”

MaRk GREEnbERG/VIRGIn GaLacTIc

W

hen he wants to relax, DaviD Mackay, 55,

explore…
IT’S ALL INCLUDED.

Elegant Ships With All Ocean-View
Suites, Private Balconies and
No More Than 700 Guests

x

2-for-1 Fares

x

Additional Bonus Savings
of up to $4,000 Per Suite

STOCKHOLM TO LONDON | AUGUST 21, 2013 | 12 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Voyager*
2-For-1 Fares from $10,499 per person including $1,500 Bonus Savings

x

FREE Roundtrip Air*

MONTE CARLO TO ATHENS | SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 | 7 NIGHTS | Seven Seas Mariner*
2-For-1 Fares from $4,999 per person including $2,000 Bonus Savings

x

FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions

x

FREE 1-Night Pre-Cruise
Luxury Hotel Package

x

FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

x

FREE Ground Transfers

x

FREE Unlimited Beverages
Including Fine Wines and
Premium Spirits

x

FREE Open Bars and Lounges
PLUS In-Suite Mini-Bar
Replenished Daily

Explore intriguing new ports in the world’s most longed for destinations with FREE Unlimited
Shore Excursions. Enjoy as many excursions in a day and during your voyage as time
and your penchant for adventure allows. The possibilities for discovery are extraordinary.
Explore … it’s all included.

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
Featured Voyages Include: Voyager Club Host, Private Cocktail Reception and Exclusive Shore Event
Limited time offer. At the time of your purchase, fares may be higher. For current fares and promotional offers, please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. Fares listed are in U.S. dollars,
based on double occupancy. All fares listed are per person and bonus savings listed are per suite. All fares and offers are for new bookings only, are capacity controlled and subject to
availability, may not be combined with other offers and may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. 2-for-1 Fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares; fares may not include
Personal Charges, Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract. *Air Inclusive Program applies to economy, roundtrip flights
only from select U.S. & Canadian gateways: ATL, BOS, CLT, DFW, DEN, EWR, FLL, HNL, IAD, IAH, JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MIA, MSP, ORD, PBI, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YVR,
YYC and YYZ. Advertised fare includes all air surcharges, airline fees and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding,
and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Air routing, scheduling and air carrier are at the discretion of Regent Seven Seas Cruises. Air Inclusive Program and
Air Upgrade Offers are not combinable with 3rd and/or 4th guests in a suite. FREE 1-Night Pre-Cruise Luxury Hotel Package applies for guests 1 and 2 only. FREE Unlimited Shore Excursion
reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and number of shore excursions are subject to availability. Restrictions apply and cancellations received 36 hours prior to shore
excursion start date may incur penalties. Regent Seven Seas Cruises reserves the right to correct errors or omissions and to change any and all fares or promotional offers at any time.
Complete terms and conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas ©2013 Regent Seven Seas Cruises
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Isn’t testing aircraft a risky
way to earn a living?

“That’s the popular impression. Test flying
was dangerous in days gone by, back in aviation’s early years. But today you can’t afford
to damage or crash an aircraft. Now it’s all
about taking small steps. It’s a careful, controlled approach.”
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Such as?

“I once flew an aircraft where the main gear
did not lower properly. I was stuck with just
the nose gear and one of the main gears
down. It was a training flight. We ended up
landing on two wheels, which made for quite
an exciting ride as the aircraft slid off the
side of the runway. That’s the only accident
I’ve ever had – I felt the adrenaline after we
came to a stop.”

“I’ve done a glide flight in SpaceShipTwo and
about 15 flights in WhiteKnightTwo.”
Is WhiteKnightTwo hard to fly?

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
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luxury of the World’s Leading Airline. Daily from New York, Chicago and Washington^ to Abu Dhabi and beyond.
**

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information.
*2012, 2011, 2010 & 2009 World Travel Awards.
** Etihad Airways and airberlin
^ from 31 March 2013

“It’s somewhere in between. Flying can be
very unforgiving. You should really know
your aircraft, its limitations, and its systems. Do this and you shouldn’t get a big
adrenaline rush. That said, there are some
flights where the adrenaline flows.”

Tell us about your test flights
for Virgin Galactic.
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Fly with the best.

Do test flights give you an adrenaline
rush? Or is it business as usual?

“It’s a large airplane with a 140-foot wingspan [about the size of a narrow-body commercial jet], and it’s equipped with a manual
flight-control system – literally just cables
and rods maneuvering it. That’s quite unusual for an aircraft of this size. But because
it’s manually controlled, you can feel its natural characteristics. There’s no fly-by-wire
system to hide those, which makes it a satisfying aircraft to fly – full of character and
not bland or boring.”
How has WhiteKnightTwo broken ground that
might be useful to commercial aviation?

“Its configuration – the twin fuselage – allows
you to carry a very large and heavy payload
mounted externally. This could be a spaceship or a rocket or anything else you might
want to have sitting outside an aircraft.”
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Renewal

About the two fuselages: What’s in them?

“The pilot sits in the right fuselage. For now,
the left one is empty. But you could bring in
seats and air-conditioning for passengers.”
Why steer from the right side?
Is this a British thing?

“Yes, it’s why they needed a British pilot –
I’m joking. There were many considerations, but conventionally the captain in a
two-crew aircraft sits in the left-hand seat
and the copilot sits on the right. Flying from
the right fuselage gives WhiteKnightTwo’s
captain a good view of the spaceship.”

Mark GreenberG/VirGin Galactic

When you piloted SpaceShipTwo, what was
it like decoupling from the mother ship?

“A little like you’ve gone over the top of a
roller coaster. It lasts for a couple of seconds
and then almost immediately you’re flying a
glider. It’s pleasantly surprising how well it
flies – quite a sweet-handling airplane.”
(For the complete interview, go to http://blog.
virtuoso.com/virtuoso-life/now-testing)

Virgin Galactic’s mother ship,
WhiteKnightTwo.

Go Virtuoso’s accredited space agents are the exclusive North American travel advisors for
Virgin Galactic spaceflights. To date, more than 560 seats have been sold. Why reserve now?
Until the first flight, ticketed passengers can receive perks such as tours of Spaceport America
and invites to Richard Branson’s private Caribbean island and the spaceline’s milestone events.
Virgin Galactic flights from $200,000.
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Worldwide Jet Charters

TRAVEL IN
LUXURY AND STYLE.

If NON-BLEED, make it fit and centered in the LIGHT GRAY BOX.
There are NO FOLIOS LUXURY JET CHARTER SERVICE
• NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED
• TRUE GLOBAL SERVICEfor 1/2-page ad pages.As the only true global jet charter provider, Privé Jets has become the
preferred partner for elite travel agencies and savvy travelers around
• ACCESS TO OVER 6,000 JETS
the world. With customers in over 70% of the globe, Privé Jets has the
• NEWEST MODEL JETS AVAILABLE
experience and knowledge to handle all your private aviation needs.
• READY TO FLY IN JUST 4 HR. NOTICE
For reservations, please contact
• 24-HOUR ON-CALL SPECIALISTS
your Virtuoso travel advisor.
CHOOSE
FROM
LIGHT
JETS,
MID-SIZE
JETS,
•
SUPER MID-SIZE JETS, AND HEAVY JETS

Privé Jets does not own or operate aircraft and is a Private Jet Charter Brokerage Company.

Great Outdoors

Costa RiCa

REWARDS

Pack for adventure on a long
weekend getaway to the Rich Coast.

I
A feathered resident and
(right) zip-ready kids.
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t was dark when our plane touched

down in Costa Rica, and we could see nothing but the road ahead as a driver whisked
us from the San José airport to our villa two
hours away on the country’s western shore. When
we arrived, we toured the gorgeous home that
would be ours for the next five days, toasted the
start of our adventure with a round of sodas and
Imperial beers we found stocked in the fridge, and
headed to bed.
The next morning we awoke to a cacophony of
bird songs. I flung open the drapes, stepped out
onto the balcony, and took in the expanse of foliage that cascaded around our home, perched on a
cliff above the Pacific Ocean. The first thing I saw

was a vivid green parrot preening by the pool. To
the side, a trio of toucans chased each other from
tree to tree. A sloth dangled lazily from a branch
overhead. It felt as if we’d entered a Dr. Seuss world
of blooming trees and flamboyant birds. And iguanas. And monkeys. Welcome to Costa Rica.
All the rumors you’ve heard are true, especially
when it comes to flora and fauna. One of the most
biodiverse places on the planet, this tiny mountainous Central American country bursts with a lush
greenness that provides the perfect backdrop for a
family vacation.
When my family and I decided to visit last fall
for a long weekend getaway with friends, I called
Sarasota-based Virtuoso travel advisor Malaka

(TOUCAN) GIOVANNI SImEONE/SImE/ESTOCk PhOTO, (ZIP-LINING) CANOPY SAFARI

BY ELAINE SRNkA

Unwind in paradise in the lap of

luxury!

Experience the ultimate,

Mexico getaway at these
sumptuous Virtuoso resorts
Viceroy Zihuatanejo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $604
Virtuoso amenity includes: Lunch or dinner for two.

Presidente InterContinental Cozumel Resort & Spa. . . . . . . . . . . . from $743
Kids 12 and younger stay and eat FREE!
Virtuoso amenities include: Welcome letter, Olinalá box and early
check in/late check-out.

The Ritz-Carlton, Cancun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $979
Ocean View Club. Includes 5th night FREE PLUS Club Level amenities include
high level of personal service with five complimentary food and beverage
presentations daily served in a private lounge. (Must be booked by 3/29/13)
Virtuoso amenity includes: $100 food and beverage credit per room.

Royal Hideaway Playacar RIVIERA MAYA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1540
All-Inclusive includes all meals, drinks, activities and more!
Virtuoso amenities include: $100 resort credit and room upgrade.

One&Only Palmilla CABO SAN LUCAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $2242
Oceanfront. Includes 24-hour personal butler service, fresh fruit, cocktail
snacks and water delivered daily, and Kids Club PLUS Kids 11 & younger stay FREE!
Virtuoso amenities include: 30-minute spa treatment for two; choice of head
and shoulder massage, back massage or foot rejuvenation; and set of his
and hers aromatherapy.
Vacations include: 5 nights’ accommodation, hotel taxes and more!

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Rates quoted are per person, land only, based on double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates valid for travel 5/8/13. Additional travel dates available. Rates, terms, conditions, availability and itinerary are subject to change
without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. Rates shown include government fees and taxes. Virtuoso Amenities may be subject to availability. Room upgrade subject to availability upon arrival. Not responsible for errors or
omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2013 Pleasant Holidays LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Great Outdoors
Palmilla Los Cabos, Mexico
Keep an eye out for
Capuchin monkeys.
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To make a reservation or to find out more, please contact your Virtuoso travel advisor
Bahamas | Cape Town | Dubai | Maldives | Mauritius | Mexico
*Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Not combinable with any other offers. New bookings only. All normal booking, payment and cancellation
policies apply. Other restrictions may apply. Palmilla Retreat offer valid for travel thru 12/18/13. Book by 12/14/13. Minimum 4 night stay required. Resort credit is
one per accommodation per stay; valid for $100 resort credit and two $50 spa certificates; not applicable to grats; no cash value; no refunds if credit not completely
used. Subject to availability. Not applicable to groups.
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Fifth Night Free*

To stay in the luxury of The Fairmont Kea Lani’s newly remodeled suites and villas is extraordinary.
To stay four nights and get the fifth night free – that’s pure paradise.

Hilton. She’s been there several times with
her own family, and after perusing her trip
photos on Facebook, I thought, “I’ll have
what she’s having.” The home she booked
for us, which Virtuoso travelers can secure
through Villas of Distinction, is part of a gated community in Manuel Antonio near the
country’s southwest coast. With five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths, wraparound
patios, a professional-style kitchen that
opens to an outdoor grill and bar area, and
an infinity-edge pool, the home boasts 8,500
stylish square feet of indoor-outdoor living
space. It’s ideal for multiple families, and if
you need more room, you can rent additional
villas within walking distance. Staff tended
to housekeeping, grocery shopping, reservations for activities and restaurants, and even
cooking (hiring a private chef for at least one
dinner is a must). Truthfully, our party (four
adults and three children ages 10 to 12) would
have been happy to just hang out at the house
for our stay, but this trip didn’t allow time for
lounging. We had lines to zip, rafts to ride,
and rain forests to explore. Next time, we’ll
extend our vacation so we can enjoy more
downtime – but don’t we always wish our vacations lasted longer?
Day One
Our guide picked us up promptly for a morning tour of nearby Manuel Antonio National
Park outside Quepos. Outfitted with a massive high-definition scope and binoculars for

Call your Virtuoso travel advisor for more information.
*Some restrictions/black-out dates apply.
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Plus receive $200 USD in Resort Credits*

spotting the staggering number of critters
within the 4,000-acre park, he managed to
entertain the kids even while teaching them
botany (the “touch me not” Mimosa pudica
especially fascinated them; when you touch
it, its leaves recoil and close). Troupes of
howler monkeys swung overhead, loudly battling over territory; several species of sloths
hung around; countless iguanas, bats, and
snakes call the park home. During a break at
one of the park’s beaches, we saw whales and
dolphins surface right offshore.
Before returning to the villa we stopped
for lunch in town, which offers a surprising
number of dining choices. Following our
guide’s recommendation, we ate at the casual, open-air Raphael’s Terrazas, enjoying
fresh fish, cold beers, and fantastic views.
(We also discovered Costa Rica’s delicious
Lizano hot sauce, a fixture on almost every
restaurant table.) The kids played with the
resident dogs and declared the quesadillas
the best ever. We briefly considered arranging an afternoon boating or fishing tour
(the fishing is said to be good year-round off

Paddle power: River rafting
with the whole family.

Quepos – and the villa’s chef can prepare
your catch for dinner), but decided that could
wait until our return.
Day Two
Hands down the highlight of our trip: ziplining. Outfitters abound, and your travel
advisor can work with Virtuoso’s on-site

connections Swiss Travel or Costa Rica
Expeditions to arrange the best one for you.
We used Canopy Safari, whose guides took
us on a bumpy drive through palm plantations to the course. Getting to the top involves a bit of walking; it’s recommended
for those at least 5 years old in moderate
physical condition. Once there, guides take

Think of it as your Vitamin D supplement.
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For immediate relief of stress, tension, anxiety or boredom, try The Florida Keys & Key West.
Side effects may include laughter, romantic interludes and a strong desire to jump
in the ocean. For reservations, call your Virtuoso travel advisor.
fla-keys.com
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Experience Alluring
Southeast Asia
INTRIGUING INDOCHINA

Great Outdoors

tip

Escorted Journey

19 Days from $8,295
23 Days from $10,495

AD XXXXX

“When you arrive at Juan Santamaría International Airport, stop
at the duty-free store to purchase
liquor and wine for your stay. Although
villa staff can shop for you, you’ll
find a broader selection of brands
at the airport.”

Indochina has been an intersection of culture, tradition, cuisine, religion,
and art for millennia. Visit nine major cities in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia,
and Thailand and truly experience the region and its proud, resilient
people. River cruises, private museum visits, city and village excursions
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Historic royal cities, natural wonders, and exotic cuisine are the hallmarks
of this enigmatic journey.
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world
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Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor
to request a brochure and to book your

Travcoa Southeast Asia journey.
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Take the survey at virtuoso.com.
Grand Prize presented by

See page 15 for details

care of everything so you can just enjoy the
ride: ten zip-lines, two rappel lines, Tarzan
swings, and suspension bridges, all enrobed
by dense rain forest. Even the stodgiest
adults can’t resist hanging upside down high
above the canopy floor, arms spread wide
and goofy smiles plastered on their faces.
Day Three
Another early morning, another busy day
bumping down a dusty road to our next destination: the Savage River for white-water
rafting. Dispel any trepidation about ability:
At this Class II or III level, the guide does it
all; you’re just holding a paddle for photo ops
(at least, that’s what it felt like). After getting
soaked on the rapids, we stopped for a waterfall swim and a riverside snack of tropical fruit that tasted better than it ever would
back home.
Spent, we returned to the villa, forgetting our plans for shopping in town and instead passing the afternoon by the pool. The
squirrel monkeys who live in the property’s
bromeliad-covered trees came out to play,
chasing each other from branch to branch,
so close we could almost touch them. When a
light rain started to fall, we ducked inside for
a nap. (When was the last time you did that?)
Day Four
Sadly, it was time to leave, but not without
one last adventure: We skipped the return
car trip to board a 12-seat Cessna prop plane
for the quick 30-minute flight back to San
José, a first for my kids. As we rose over the
rain forest, I couldn’t help but think of Dr.
Seuss’ Oh, the Places You’ll Go – and Costa
Rica is quite the place to go.

Survey and sweepstakes ends March 31.
100
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COSTA RICA CONNECTIONS

Villa with a view: Our
favorite Paraiso perch.

There’s something for everyone here.
STAY Villas of Distinction has a portfolio
of 40-plus homes in
Costa Rica ranging from
one-bedroom casitas to
ten-bedroom, 300-acre
estates, starting at $189 in
low season. Casa Paraiso
(also known as Villa Paraiso), featured here, sleeps
up to 12 people and starts
at $1,099 per night.

Eco-savvy El Silencio
Lodge & Spa sprawls
across 500 acres in a
Central Valley cloud forest. Its 16 suites (sans
TVs) have private decks
with hot tubs and rocking
chairs for taking in the

mountain views. Best
for adults or those with
over-8 kids interested
in nature. Doubles from
$295, including breakfast
daily, a $100 spa credit,
a coffee tasting, and a
package of local coffee.

golf course for length of
stay; and a dessert or ceviche sampler for two, once
during stay.

El Silencio’s sister property in Guanacaste, Hotel
Punta Islita offers 55
rooms that dot a hillside
down to the beach, with
separate pools for adults
and families. Doubles from
$303, including a room
upgrade at time of booking, if available; breakfast
daily; a $100 spa credit;
greens fees at the resort

Also in Guanacaste, the
175-room Four Seasons
Resort Costa Rica at
Peninsula Papagayo
entices with stand-up
paddleboard lessons,
a real grass tennis court,
a golf course, four pools,
and new ocean-view
cabanas. Doubles from
$400, including breakfast daily and a $100
resort credit.
Go Spend seven days
with Adventures by

Disney zip-lining in Arenal
Volcano National Park,
rafting the Tenorio River,
and visiting a working
pineapple plantation, all

with Disney’s signature
guides and service. Yearround departures; from
$3,189 for adults and
$3,029 for children.

Enrich Your Experience.
Guarantee Our Assistance.
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How can we help?

With Allianz Global Assistance, you can enjoy
all the pleasures of an upscale vacation without
the worry. Your investment is protected. Medical
coverage is available. And no matter where you
go, Allianz Global Assistance’s luxury concierge
and assistance services are there to help. So if
your trip takes an unexpected turn, we’ll be on
call to make sure you’re not disturbed.
Ask your Virtuoso travel advisor about Allianz
Global Assistance today. Offering you the best in
travel protection.

Culture Stop

doha’s
MOMENT
Qatar’s capital steps into the spotlight.

ost cities grow haphazardly, a stew of

influences, whims, and competing visions amassed
over the course of various eras. Not so Doha. The capital of the Persian Gulf State of Qatar may be small, but
its growing influence is outsize. Driven by its forward-looking ruler,
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani (whose glamorous wife Sheikha
Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned is a powerful voice for education in
Qatar), a thoughtful commitment is under way to transform this
under-the-radar Middle Eastern gem into a global cultural and artistic force.
Set on the Qatar peninsula’s east coast, the creative boomtown
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(whose population has doubled over the
Old and new:
last decade, to 1 million) – is already home
Traditional dhows
to the Doha Tribeca Film Festival, the Qafloat near the Museum of Islamic Art.
tar Philharmonic Orchestra, art museums,
and the newly opened Jazz at Lincoln Center Doha at The St. Regis
Doha. Much like its high-profile neighbors Abu Dhabi and Dubai,
Doha attracts expats from Europe, Southeast Asia, the United
States, and Africa, resulting in a melting-pot mentality that fuels
the once sleepy pearling town’s reputation as the next Middle Eastern hot spot.
“There’s a real energy and excitement here,” Paul James, global

CLInT MCLEan

M
M

by EMMa SLOLEy

Stay & Play

FREE

*

CLInt MCLeAn

Jazz at Lincoln Center in Doha.

brand leader of St. Regis, tells me over tea
recently at the opulent property, just before the grand unveiling of the Jazz at Lincoln Center club. His company is betting
big on Doha, positioning its new 336-room
hotel and jazz club at the geographical and
psychological crossroads between the new
city (known as West Bay), the Old Town
center, and “The Pearl,” a man-made island
development resembling a string of pearls, a
nod to the city’s pearl-trading past. “There’s
a photo taken in 1973, from the airport side
of West Bay, of the Sheraton Doha, which
was under construction,” James explains.
“It’s an amazing piece of futuristic architecture, but there’s nothing else around, just
absolutely empty, dusty desert.”
Today the skyline gleams with a wealth
of surreally shaped buildings, from conical towers to pyramid office buildings to
an edifice constructed to resemble a ship
in full sail. (Perhaps the most memorable
silhouette is that of the Burj Qatar skyscraper, whose curved form, topped by a
long, thin spike, is strongly reminiscent of
a narwhal.) The anything-goes design and
mass of beaming neon call to mind dazzling metropolises like Shanghai or Las Vegas. But other sights – fleets of showroomnew Rolls-Royces and Bentleys, clusters of
women dressed in full black abayas carrying
the latest designer handbags and tottering
along in five-inch Louboutins, men in flowing white thobes and ghutras (traditional
robes and headdresses) carrying prized
falcons on their wrists as nonchalantly as

MARCH | APRIL 2013
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UP
TO
GoldLeaf Service

$800

*

per couple
in added value

Discover the majestic Canadian Rockies on the luxurious, award-winning
Rocky Mountaineer rail journey.
STAY & PLAY OFFER—Book a qualifying vacation by March 28, 2013 and
receive up to $800* per couple in added value, including:
• extra hotel nights • spectacular tours • exciting activities • & other options

For information and reservations,
please call your Virtuoso travel advisor.

*Terms & Conditions Offer valid on new bookings made by March 28, 2013. Travel between April and October 2013. Applicable to any holiday package with a land tour portion
of four or more nights from the 2013 Rocky Mountaineer brochure. Maximum offer value of $400 bonus per adult ($800 per couple) is with qualifying holiday packages
of seven nights or more in GoldLeaf Service. Bonus credit amount varies by class of service and duration of holiday. Offer has no cash value. Additional conditions apply.

Culture Stop

The only resort in the Caribbean to
ever be rated The Best Hotel in the
World by Condé Nast Traveler, Ladera
is nestled in the rainforest looking out
to the Caribbean Sea and facing directly
the World Famous Pitons, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

AD XXXXX

people elsewhere might walk a dog – serve
as exotic reminders of a region that respects
tradition and luxury in equal measure.
While Doha might not yet offer Dubai’s
world-class shopping and restaurant culture, things are changing rapidly: The slew
of new high-end hotels, in particular, are
hubs for its burgeoning nightlife and dining scene (hotels are the only places you can
drink alcohol here). Visitors, meanwhile,
can get a taste of quotidian Qatari life at
the famed Souq Waqif, a marketplace teeming with vendors selling spices, live animals
(baby chicks dyed all the colors of the rainbow are a ubiquitous, arresting sight), and
street food such as madrooba (a chicken,
rice, and vegetable stew) or plump dates
stuffed with sesame paste, along with shisha,
the traditional water pipe.

Much of Doha revolves around the water.
Traditional wooden dhows still ply the harbor, alongside gleaming mega-yachts with
price tags equivalent to the GDP of a small
country. The gently curving Corniche – a
scenic boulevard that feels just made for
those custom Bentleys – hugs the waterfront. You can even arrive by boat, as I did,
at one of the city’s most striking landmarks,
the I.M. Pei-designed Museum of Islamic
Art, set on its own island and surrounded
by parklands with such attractions as a
monumental, 80-foot-high steel sculpture
by Richard Serra. The showstopping building – which contains a comprehensive collection of artifacts and artworks from Spain,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Turkey, India, and Central
Asia – features a light-filled central atrium,
two “floating” curved staircases, and an

Taking full advantage of its natural
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entertainment. Cooking, wine and
bartending classes are amongst the
many activities available on-site
and staff will organize off-site
pursuits such as hiking and volcano
mineral baths, sailing excursions
and island tours.

The Wine Cellar at Dasheene,
Fitness Room, Dream Suites and the
Honeymoon Villa at Paradise Ridge,
are the newest additions to the resort.

The grandly glam
St. Regis Doha.

DOING DOHA

How to get there and where to stay.
GETTING THERE Qatar
Airways flies to Doha daily
from New York, Washington,
D.C., Houston, Chicago, and
Montréal with connecting
service in these gateways
from American Airlines.
STAY Extravagant in scale
(the lobby features soaring

Contact your Virtuoso
travel advisor for reservations

104

V I RT U O S O L I F E

ceilings, ornate crystal chandeliers, acres of marble, and
a 1911 display Rolls-Royce
worth $6 million), newcomer
The St. Regis Doha is the
city’s poshest digs. Each of its
336 rooms has water views,
and butler service comes
standard, as at all St. Regis
hotels. Well-heeled guests

lounge by the Olympic-size
pool, gossip over dainty
macaroons and 99 types
of tea at afternoon high tea
in the Sarab Lounge, or get
pampered at the Remède Spa
with a facial that uses pure
pearl extracts. Doubles from
$604, including breakfast
daily and a $100 spa credit.

(SKYLINE) CLINt MCLEaN

enormous Ottoman-style circular light
fixture similar to those found in mosques.
During my visit, the atrium café was full of
Qatari families in traditional dress alongside shorts-clad European tourists, sipping
coffee and gazing out at the serene waters of
the Gulf.
Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art
offers a strikingly contemporary counterpoint. Founded in 2010 by Sheikh Hassan
bin Mohammed bin Ali Al-Thani, one of
the world’s top art collectors, and designed
by French architect Jean-François Bodin,
the elegant glass-and-steel building houses
modern Arab art from the 1840s to the present day. These museums are emblematic
of the new Doha spirit, a blend of regional
pride, artistic innovation, and enthusiasm
for reaching a global audience.
If music bridges disparate cultures,
then the new Jazz at Lincoln Center Doha
club is building a bridge for the ages. Set
on the fourth floor of The St. Regis Doha,
the 4,500-square-foot room recalls a Roaring Twenties jazz den, complete with red

velvet banquettes, candlelit tables, and
framed photos of jazz greats. Behind the
stage a huge Arabic arch frames the bay.
On the club’s opening night, the Wynton
Marsalis Quintet performed a freewheeling three-hour set that encompassed classical, blues, and modern arrangements.
(Other recent shows have included names
such as Billy Childs and Andy Farber.) The
audience – a mix of stylishly attired foreign
guests and curious Doha locals in Western
dress (traditional dress is not permitted for
Qatari nationals when visiting clubs and
bars) – tapped their feet and swayed along
with the music, nibbling truffled popcorn
and sipping Champagne or the hotel’s signature “Spice Route Mary,” a piquant virgin Bloody Mary.
Closing my eyes, I could be back in
New York or at a smoky jazz dive in New
Orleans. But looking out the window at
palm trees swaying, a line of futuristic skyscrapers, and a hot desert sun sinking into
the Arabian Gulf, the scene feels distinctively Doha.
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Mathaf: Arab Museum
of Modern Art.

Doha’s striking skyline.

Cruise Call

B

SAILOR’S

Delight
Put some wind in your sails
on board a tall ship.
By ELLISE PIERCE
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e careful to step over the

All hands on deck:
coils of rope around the swimming
The Star Flyer at sea.
pool,” says the enthusiastic twentysomething cruise director, who translates her message
into French, and then German, to make sure all of us understand.
Like the rest of the crew, she wears classic sailor’s whites: a crisp
cotton shirt and pants with matching rubber-soled shoes. “This is a
working ship,” she adds, meaning we’re not here to dress up and see a
Broadway show each night.
The Star Flyer looks more nineteenth century than twenty-first,
with four towering masts and 16 hand-sewn square sails that are
raised and lowered the old-fashioned way, by hand. Which is precisely why I’m here – to get a taste of what sailing’s really like. An
officer and two seamen staff the helm 24 hours a day, and the captain – in this case, Jürgen Müller-Cyran, a veteran German Navy officer who’s been with the line since 1994 – is never far away. As a horn
bleats a long baritone moan signalling our departure, we raise our
glasses of Champagne and quietly slip out of the port of Málaga on
Spain’s southern coast and into the Mediterranean for a seven-day
voyage to Morocco and back.

BerMuda

Roundtrip New York
7 Days • Norwegian Breakaway
Departs 7/7/13 – 8/4/13

Balcony fares from $1,709
Suite fares from $3,099

eaStern CariBBean
Roundtrip Miami
7 Days • Norwegian Epic
Departs 12/7/13 – 1/18/14

Balcony fares from $799
Suite fares from $1,889

weStern CariBBean
Roundtrip Miami
7 Days • Norwegian Epic
Departs 2/9/14

Balcony fares from $799
Suite fares from $1,949

Find the Sun
the norwegian way
When you’re ready for a sunny break with the ones you love, the best way to
travel is The Norwegian Way. Set sail for Bermuda or the Caribbean aboard
either of our newest ships — Norwegian Breakaway or Norwegian Epic — and
get ready for warm sandy beaches and captivating onboard entertainment.
From delectable gourmet dining options to award-winning Broadway-style
shows to thrilling multi-story waterslides, the opportunities for enjoyment
are endless. And when you book a Suite or Villa in The Haven, you’ll enjoy the
largest accommodations at sea and privileged amenities, including a gourmet
restaurant, exclusive sundeck and courtyard with private pool, preferred
show seating and 24-hour butler and concierge service.

Offers are based on availability, are capacity controlled, apply to selected sailings and combinability with other offers is subject to change or cancellation at any
time per Norwegian Cruise Line’s discretion. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing.
Onboard Credit is in U.S. Dollars, per stateroom, applies to the 1st and 2nd guest on the reservation and may not be used towards service charges. Bottle of wine
is one per stateroom. Offers include Suite and Villa categories. Onboard Credit and Wine offers are non-refundable, non-transferable and have no cash value.
Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso are
not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2013 NCL Corporation Ltd.

Book with your
Virtuoso travel advisor
to receive $50 Onboard
Credit and a complimentary
bottle of wine!

CONNECT WITH
YOUR FAMILY
IN A PARADISE
ENVIRONMENT

Cruise Call
Alfresco cocktails.

tip
“The ship will appeal to a spry,
unfussy, non-cruise type of passenger; everyone I spoke to on my cruise
loved the small size of Star Clippers’
ships as well as the sailing aspect.”
– Mary Kleen,
New York-based
travel advisor
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Liberate from routine
and enjoy a wonderful
experience where scuba
lovers, beach bunnies,
golfers and everyone else
will feel incredible.

This magnificent clipper ship is not unlike
those built in the mid-1800s, with hulls
made to slice through water at speeds of 20
knots or more (thus the name “clipper”). A
12-cylinder diesel engine powers it through
windless days and nights. The 170-passenger ship (which has two sister ships, the
Royal Clipper and the Star Clipper) sails the
Baltic and Mediterranean each summer
and fall, then heads to Costa Rica and the
Panama Canal in winter and spring. Roger
Moore, the queen of Sweden, and the princess of Thailand have all sailed on Star Flyer.
My cabin is grander than I expected, with
enough space to uncurl my yoga mat and
room to spare. The decor is a mix of seaworthy accents – railing along the dressing
table keeps blow-dryers and glasses from
sliding – and sophistication, with brass wall
sconces and portholes, teak wainscoting,
and ocean-blue carpet.
After a relaxing day at sea, which many of
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Tangier street scene.

us spend on deck, stretched out on lounge
chairs around one of two swimming pools,
we sail into Casablanca the next morning.
CASABLANCA:
TEAKETTLES AND TAGINES
Off the ship to explore the city, a group of
us find shiny silver teakettles, terra-cotta
tagine pots, and red felt fezzes with black
tassels for sale in the old medina, a tangle
of narrow dirt alleys that stretch and meander, then dead-end without warning. Locals
have trod these passageways for centuries.
Men gather in pairs, smoking cigarettes
and sipping sugary mint tea at small tables
in outdoor cafés; a fisherman hawks justcaught cod from a wooden cart in front of
a jewelry store selling evil-eye charms; two
women, one wearing a wispy yellow head
scarf and matching djellaba, wash clothes in
a metal bucket on the ground.
Just past a barbershop with a hand-
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Teatime,
Moroccan-style.
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painted sign, in an antiques shop filled with
pirate-worthy brass-handled swords, I find
an old Berber rug, seafoam green, vegetable-dyed, and naturally faded, as if it had
been left on the floor near a western-facing
window for too long. After ten minutes of
haggling with the proprietor, we settle on a
price of 215 dirhams, about $25.
I eat lunch at one of the city’s best restaurants, La Fibule, along the corniche overlooking the Atlantic, where a wall of windows
opens to salty breezes and the ocean’s soft
roar. Roasted eggplant, spinach and olives,
and red pepper spread start the meal; chicken and prune tagine, vegetable couscous, and
chicken with preserved lemons follow, all
traditional Moroccan dishes. A few orange
slices splashed with rose water and dusted
with cinnamon for dessert, and I’m back on
the boat in time for our afternoon departure.
TANGIER: SEASONED SAILORS
AND CORINTHIAN COLumNS
The next morning, Tangier is wrapped in
fog, and so are we. Strong western Gulf

Stream winds brought us here unexpectedly early, which is how it goes with a sailing
ship. None of the passengers seem to mind,
as they fill up another mug of coffee in the
piano bar, gathering in small groups in cozy
booths, as if they know each other already.
Turns out, many of them do – they’ve either
sailed on this ship or one of its sisters before
and are here for the second (and for some
the tenth) time.
Almost all of them are sailors themselves,
and many own their own boats. A mix of
Europeans and Americans, most are professionals between 50 and 70 years old – doctors, lawyers, and entrepreneurs – and many
are retired.
The fog clears, and we pull into port later
that morning. With its chipped Corinthian
columns and Spanish- and French-influenced architecture, Tangier has an air of
colonialism, and familiarity, even. Known
as a hideaway for international spies and a
retreat for artists and writers (Eugène Delacroix, Henri Matisse, Tennessee Williams,
and Paul Bowles, among them), Tangier

Cádiz’s seaside ruins.

Come aboard...
& create memories that will last a lifetime!

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to
make a reservation.
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Discover the unique experience of traveling by train in Europe with breathtaking views and unparalleled comfort.
Leave behind the hassles of airports and roadmaps and welcome the smooth high-speed journeys of rail travel, which
offer first-class luxury, reliability and peace of mind.
Train travel is more than getting from one place to another - it’s a destination unto itself.

Málaga’s main draw:
its beaches.

feels comfortably exotic and so do I as I
wander through the souk with Amal, my
guide, who’s always slightly out of sight,
yet somewhere in front of me.
In the covered food market, I buy a
small bag of dates – Algerian ones are the
best, the nut-and-dried-fruit man promises — along with figs and almonds, then
Amal and I sit in a café for nearly an hour
drinking iced coffee.
CáDIz: AT EASE IN
THE MEDITERRANEAN
Set on a thin peninsula piercing the Mediterranean Sea, Cádiz is surrounded by water on three sides, not unlike a large pier.
As I step down the gangplank, I notice
the sea has changed color, to a sapphire
blue from almost black the day before. A
few millennia ago, the Phoenicians set
up their maritime-trading headquarters
here; more recently, Christopher Columbus set sail for two of his voyages to the
New World from the Bay of Cádiz, where
sea salt is still harvested by hand.

PRESTIGE
COLLECTION

The city is a dizzying swirl of sunshine.
I eat a wine-soaked lunch of octopus salad
and jamón with strong coffee afterward at
a café where Spanish flamenco singer Enrique Morente plays on the loudspeakers
and a pair of locals sit on the windowsill,
drinking sangrias. I could stay here for a
day or two – or forever. By 5:30, we’re back
on board; by now, the off-and-on-again
routine feels quite natural.
“You get into the roll of daily life on the
ship,” Captain Müller-Cyran tells me over
dinner one night. “You calm down. You
are not looking anymore for the TV and
telephone. You look at the horizon, you
experience the feeling of being on the water. You are no longer important. It’s just
the sun and the sea.”
It’s true. We begin to move out of the
port, and I can no longer remember
which day it is or where we’re going next –
and I realize it no longer matters. I have
my deck chair and my big floppy hat. I
don’t need much else, it turns out, to be
quite happy.
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Cruise Call

Marbella Club Hotel.

CHARTING THE COuRSE

Sailing Spain’s southern coast – and where to stay before
or after your cruise.
GETTING THERE Delta flies five
days per week nonstop from its
hub at New York’s JFK to Málaga.
Lufthansa, Air France/KLM,
Swiss, and Iberia offer one-stop
service from many U.S. gateways.

passenger Norwegian Spirit for
a nine-day sailing through the
Canary Islands, with stops in
Barcelona, Funchal, Santa Cruz,
and Arrecife. Departure: April 6;
from $679.

Go The trip featured here was
aboard Star Clippers’ Star Flyer,
a seven-day voyage that crosses
the same paths that Christopher
Columbus once sailed from
Málaga with stops in Casablanca,
Tangier, Cádiz, Gibraltar, and
Motril. Departures: Multiple dates
from September 14 through October 12; from $2,748.

Travel Dynamics International’s
nine-day cruise on the 100-passenger Corinthian departs Málaga
and sails to Palermo via North
Africa, stopping in Tangier and the
Roman-ruin-rich Algerian cities
Tipasa, Djémila, and Hippo. Departure: April 20, from $7,990.

Wave farewell to Málaga on
Norwegian Cruise Lines’ 2,018-

Windstar’s 148-passenger Wind
Spirit sails from Lisbon to Barcelona in an eight-day voyage to
Málaga, Cartagena, and Valencia.

Departure: April 13;
from $2,299.
STAY Set on a
hilltop in the village
of Casares, with
sweeping views of
the Mediterranean
Sea below, Finca
Cortesin feels grand and
welcoming, as if you’ve just
entered your very own hacienda.
Sophisticated and sexy, the
67 rooms – all suites – wrap
around two courtyards in a style
that seems both Moorish and
monastic. Doubles from $584,
including breakfast daily and
a 50-minute massage for two,
once during stay.

Sun-bleached Andalusian architecture mixes with Hollywood
glamour at the historic Marbella
Club Hotel on Spain’s Costa del
Sol. Once a royal residence and an
“it” spot in the jet-setting 1960s
and ’70s, this stylish 121-room resort, like a Balenciaga bag, never
goes out of fashion. Doubles from
$390, including breakfast daily
and a round of golf for two, once
during stay.
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Book your Summer Break today and get the 4th night free, plus
a $150 resort credit. Call your Virtuoso travel advisor today!

Rules and Restrictions may apply.

PROMOTION

Virtuoso Life excLusiVe offers
FOURTH NIGHT FREE ON MEXICO’S BANDERAS BAY
Less than an hour from Puerto Vallarta, but a world unto its own, The St. Regis Punta Mita Resort
offers a serene setting in which to relax and soak up the warm Mexican sol. A gracious St. Regis Butler
welcomes you upon arrival and shows you to your lavish guestroom complete with private terrace
and outdoor shower. Spend your days kayaking, snorkeling, and golfing on two Jack Nicklaus courses;
end them in the Remède Spa.
From $670 per night. Virtuoso guests receive a fourth night free; daily breakfast; access to the exercise room; and use
of the spa’s relaxation areas.

COMPLIMENTARY DINING IN THE TURKS & CAICOS
Located on Providenciales, just steps from one of the island’s most secluded beaches, Amanyara
(“peaceful place”) lives up to its name. Guests reside in private stand-alone pavilions with retractable
sides for indoor-outdoor living. An expansive spa borders a tranquil pond. Enjoy complimentary daily
breakfast and dinner with stays five nights or longer through May 31, 2013. Virtuoso guests also receive a
room upgrade, if available, and one lunch (excluding beverages) once per stay.
From $1,450 per night, plus tax and service.

PLAY NINE AND HANG TEN ON PENINSULA PAPAGAYO
Picture this: you surfing a perfect wave in warm tropical waters and, later, sinking putts on the golf course
as monkeys cheer you on from the trees. Just another day in paradise – or specifically, Four Seasons
Resort Costa Rica. Enjoy two surfing lessons, a driving range lesson, and a two-hour playing lesson on
the resort’s Arnold Palmer Signature golf course during your five-night minimum stay.
From $1,510 per person, double occupancy. Fifth night free. Valid through December 19, 2013. Virtuoso guests receive
upgrade, if available; daily breakfast; and $100 spa credit.

LUXURIOUS STAY IN JAMAICA’S HALF MOON
You couldn’t ask for a better setting: 400 acres of tropical landscape and two miles of pristine whitesand beach. No wonder Half Moon, A RockResort has attracted the likes of royalty for over 50 years.
Beyond swimming with dolphins, there’s golf on the Robert Trent Jones Sr.-designed course, horseback
riding, tennis, and treatments at Fern Tree, A RockResort Spa®.
Island Destinations offers a four-night package from $837, double occupancy. Virtuoso guests receive upgrade,
if available; daily breakfast for two; $100 spa credit; and $150 resort credit. Valid April 7 - December 19, 2013.

SOUTH AFRICA: ROMANCE, WINE, AND WILDLIFE
Celebrate that special occasion in South Africa with African Travel’s “Timeless Romance” sojourn.
Begin with private touring in cosmopolitan Cape Town and the nearby winelands. Next, soothe body
and soul at the intimate mountain hideaway, Cybele Forest Lodge and Spa. The grand finale to your
nine-night trip: a romantic stay at a private game reserve near Kruger National Park where you’ll embark
on thrilling game drives in the hauntingly beautiful African bush.
Departs Cape Town through October 2013. From $7,599 per person, land only. (Internal air is an additional $803.)
Virtuoso guests enjoy Tea for Two by the Sea at The Twelve Apostles Hotel and Spa.

UNSPOILED HAWAII: WHALE WATCHING UP CLOSE
Two-thirds of the North Pacific’s humpback whales migrate to Hawaii each winter for breeding, calving,
and nursing. Grab a front-row seat for the action on Un-Cruise Adventures’ seven-night multi-island
AdventureBound Hawaii voyage between Oahu and the Big Island. Itinerary highlight: Humpback
National Marine Sanctuary, a maritime wonderland located between Lanai’i, Moloka’i and Maui.
Choose from 24 departures between November 2, 2013 and April 12, 2014 (family trips: March 1 & 22, 2014).
From $2,495 per person. Virtuoso guests each receive a $200 travel credit and $50 gear shop credit.

BLISS: OVERWATER BUNGALOW STAY IN TAHITI
If you take only one tropical vacation this year, make it Tahiti. This sensuous archipelago of swimming
pool-blue lagoons and untouched beaches is every bit as gasp-out-loud gorgeous as all those photographs suggest. Tahiti Legends tempts with an eight-night vacation featuring legendary Bora Bora and
tiny Taha’a – both in romantic overwater bungalows. Virtuoso guests enjoy one free night on each isle.
Virtuoso Exclusive Package includes roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles; eight nights’ accommodation; daily breakfast;
and interisland airfare. From $5,200 per person.

CANADA ARCTIC SAFARI FOR INTREPID TRAVELERS
Designed for the more adventurous traveler and photographer, Arctic Kingdom Polar Expeditions’
seven-night arctic safari takes you to Baffin Island, the only place on Earth where polar bears and the
elusive tusked narwhal can be easily observed. Walk on icebergs, snorkel eye-to-eye with narwhal, kayak
under the midnight sun (as whales circle underneath), and savor five-star cuisine at your camp located
atop sea ice.
Departs May 30; June 6, 14 & 21, 2013. From CAD$9,700 (approx. US$9,687) per person, double occupancy.
Virtuoso guests receive a complimentary fleece jacket.

FOURTH NIGHT FREE IN HEAVENLY WEST INDIES
It’s hard to imagine a more idyllic location for a vacation than the friendly, unspoiled island of Nevis
in the West Indies. Sister island to St. Kitts, it’s definitely one of the Caribbean’s best-kept secrets.
Where to stay: Four Seasons Resort Nevis which puts you within steps of the sea from each of its
196 guestrooms and suites. If you can tear yourself away from one of the hammocks swaying between
the palm trees, take advantage of the complimentary clinics offered twice a week at the on-site Robert
Trent Jones II golf course. Or enroll in the Dive and Dine program and spend the day with the diving
chef, then return for a private lunch at a luxury Beach Cabana
The resort offers a choice of dining venues: on-the-waterfront Mango for seafood and contemporary
Caribbean cuisine; the upbeat and airy Coral Grill; and Neve which serves Italian dishes. During the
resort’s Stay Longer promotion, you’ll enjoy a fourth night free with every three consecutive nights
booked.
From $595 per night. Fourth-night-free offer valid through December 19, 2013. Virtuoso guests also receive an
upgrade, if available; full American breakfast daily; $100 spa, golf, or tennis credit; and late check-out, if available.

GRECIAN GETAWAY TO ATHENS AND COSTA NAVARINO
Savvy travelers would do well to choose Hotel Grande Bretagne, a Luxury Collection Hotel when
visiting ancient yet thoroughly sophisticated Athens. Located within walking distance of the Acropolis,
guests can indulge with full restored guestrooms and suites, three distinctive restaurants, two swimming pools, and multi-awarded GD Spa. The historic five-star hotel pays homage to its Greek culture
with intricate moldings and classic décor throughout.
For those seeking a beach getaway, we suggest The Romanos, a Luxury Collection Resort in Costa
Navarino, set amid lush olive groves and overlooking the sorited waters of the Ionian Sea. Guests may
indulge at the 4,000 square meter Anazoe Spa and experience special therapies based on Ancient Greek
practices and unique oleotherapy® treatments.
Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for best available rates. Virtuoso exclusive amenities at Hotel Grande Bretagne
include a room upgrade upon arrival, if available; breakfast for two daily; a three-course lunch for two; and early
check-in and late checkout, if available. Virtuoso exclusive amenities at The Romanos Resort include a $100 dining
credit, admission to the Anazoe Spa Heat Experience and Seawater Ritual and roundtrip airport transfers on suite
bookings of five or more nights. Available throughout 2013.

Dossier

7

QUESTIONS FOR:

Nikheel Advani
The chief operating officer and
principal of Turks and Caicos’
Grace Bay Resorts on honeymooning, hospitality, and street food.

Q&A

➊ My travel style: Going local with authentic experiences.
➋ I never leave home without: My Laguiole
corkscrew and a great bottle of red wine.

➌ My minibar weakness: Anything chocolate and
Coke Zero. What opposing pleasures!
➍ If I could go anywhere in the world this weekend:
Paris for a stay at Le Royal Monceau Raffles.

➎ My go-to getaway: Singapore. It’s where I grew up,
and the street food just rocks.

Africa’s Singita lodges; our post-honeymoon was at
Thailand’s Four Seasons Tented Camp Golden Triangle.

➐ Hoteliers always say that people are the secret
of a great property. Examples from Grace Bay Club?
A guest asked Velma, one of our housekeepers, for
a smaller pillow, as she wasn’t used to the big fluffy
ones we offered. Velma couldn’t find one, so she cut
up a pillow and created a small pillow and pillowcase.
When the guest returned from dinner, she was blown
away to see a small pillow on the bed with a handwritten card from Velma wishing her sweet dreams!

“I want to go back to Trancoso, Brazil, because it has amazing heart and soul. The
Brazilians have found the perfect mix: handmade caipirinhas, delicious dining on
the beach, and bossa nova.”
1 14
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➏ We hear you’re a newlywed. Where did you honeymoon? Our pre-wedding honeymoon was at South

Hawai i‘ . . .

the art of living perfected!

O‘AHU
The Kahala Hotel & Resort

Virtuoso Amenities: complimentary room upgrade, daily buffet breakfast for two and $100 credit for services at The Kahala Spa.

K A U A ‘I
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa

Virtuoso Amenities: complimentary room upgrade, daily buffet breakfast for two, evening appetizer at Stevenson’s Library Lounge
once during stay and complimentary daily spa access for two ($60 value per day).

The St. Regis Princeville Resort

Virtuoso Amenities: complimentary room upgrade, daily breakfast, $100 resort credit and early check-in/late check-out.

H AWAI‘I, THE BIG ISLAND
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel

Virtuoso Amenities: complimentary room upgrade, daily buffet breakfast and free parking.

The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii

Virtuoso Amenities: complimentary room upgrade, daily buffet breakfast for two, two Fun & Sun Activity Passes (includes use of
mask, snorkel, fins, boogie boards, soft-tip surfboards, personal floats, one- and two-person kayaks and stand-up paddle boards)
and 50% off tennis clinics.

For reservations, please call your VIRTUOSO travel advisor.

Certain restrictions may apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright © 2013 Pleasant Holidays LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Souvenir

tip
“The Cove in Kihei on Maui is a
good surf spot for beginners. The
surf there is almost always small, and
there are quite a few surf schools
in that area.”
– Gloria Henderson,
travel advisor, Honolulu

MAUI-MADE

GUN

Giants of the 1970s surf scene conquered monstrous breaks on Oahu’s North Shore – and all over the world – riding custom
Tom Parrish boards. Parrish, whose business grew organically from his love of surfing, is still at it 40 years on. Today the
61-year-old boardmaker runs Parrish Hawaiian Designs out of his shop in Maui’s upcountry cowboy town of Makawao. He
collaborates with customers in person or by e-mail and designs and hand-shapes each of his one-of-a-kind boards. They
range from simple polyurethane foam-and-fiberglass boards for everyday use to extravagant collector’s items, like this
$10,000 balsa wood big-wave gun with redwood stringers, custom-made for a top executive of Billabong clothing company.
Foam boards from $500 to $1,000, wood boards from $7,000 to $10,000; www.tpsurf.com.
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JOHN EARLY

Ride a slice of legendary Hawaiian craftsmanship – or just hang it on your wall.

Helping you plan a lifetime
of extraordinary trips.

.............. 2011....................... 2012....................... 2013....................... 2014....................... 2015 ................

Virtuoso

®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE™.
Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso® travel advisor ensures
your RETURN on LIFE™. From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your
travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.
If you do not currently have a travel advisor, but are interested in learning more about
the advantages of being a Virtuoso traveler, please contact us today at (866) 401-7974
or (817) 870-0300 outside of the U.S. or email us at travel@virtuoso.com.

www.virtuoso.com

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

As always, thank you for referring your friends and family.

The Virtuoso Life® Travel Dreams Survey guides you through a short journey of self-discovery,
explores your travel dreams based on your unique personality, and ends with your personal
travel wish list, the perfect place to start with your Virtuoso® travel advisor.
If you do not currently have a Virtuoso travel advisor, but are interested in speaking to one,
please contact us today at (866) 401-7974 or travel@virtuoso.com.

Create your travel wish list at
www.virtuoso.com for your chance to
win a dreamy Crystal cruise for two or
$1,000 cash! See page 15 for details.
Non-U.S. residents please take the survey at
www.virtuoso.com/traveldreams.
www.virtuoso.com/VLapps

