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The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Ever considered using a travel advisor?
If you’ve been planning vacations on your own, there’s another option. 

Virtuoso travel advisors combine knowledge, personal experience, and 

industry connections to design highly customized trips, handling all the 

details to save you time and stress. 

Looking for more value? They provide their clients with VIP perks, 

upgrades, and amenities, often at the same cost or even less than doing  

it on your own. Whether you already know where you want to go, or  

are looking for inspiration, they’d be delighted to work with you.

Rely on Virtuoso travel advisors for everything from simple weekend 

getaways to the most complex itineraries. 

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor,  
you can meet your match at www.virtuoso.com.

Enjoy this issue of VIRTUOSO TRAVELER brought to you by

The Virtuoso® Network of  
300+ Worldwide Travel Agencies
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Virtuoso® is the industry’s leading luxury travel network. This by-invitation-only organization comprises over 340 agencies with more than 8,900 elite travel specialists in 20 countries in North and South America, the Caribbean, Australia, and New Zealand, as well as over 

1,700 of  the world’s best travel providers and premier destinations. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Prices are per person, double occupancy, in U.S. dollars, and do not include taxes or other fees 

unless stated otherwise. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of  the publisher. 

CST# 2069091; TA# 808 - Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI # 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of  travel does not constitute approval by the State of  California. Copyright ©  2014 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Within the United States, VIRTUOSO, 

the Globe Swirl Logo, Specialists in the Art of  Travel, Voyager Club, Virtuoso Traveler, ORCHESTRATE DREAMS, and RETURN on LIFE are registered trademarks of  Virtuoso, Ltd. BEST OF THE BEST, EXPECT THE WORLD, VIRTUOSO, TRAVEL DIFFERENTLY, and THE 

TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO INSPIRED PURSUITS are trademarks of  Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside of  the U.S., these marks are the property of  Virtuoso, Ltd., and are registered with the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office, as well as numerous national trademark registries around the world. All rights reserved.

ABOUT VIRTUOSO TRAVELER 

Published six times per year, this magazine 

introduces you to the benefits of  working 

with a Virtuoso travel advisor: custom travel 

experiences with exclusive perks and VIP 

access – created just for you.

One top travel resolution for 

2015: Explore – and help 

preserve – some of Jean-Michel 

Cousteau’s favorite sites in the 

Great Barrier Reef.

Below: A high time at Thailand’s 

Anantara Golden Triangle 

Elephant Camp & Resort.

4

Photo workshops at 
Portrait Firenze let you 
shoot with a Leica M.



Please contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to book

your cruise aboard the World’s Best.

The glory of Greece. The fashion of France. The passion of Italy. The Mediterranean tugs at the heartstrings of 

every world traveler.  Enjoy the unparalleled all-inclusive Crystal Experience®: complimentary fine wines,  

champagne, premium spirits, non-alcoholic beverages, dining in specialty restaurants*, as well as complimentary 

gratuities.  Book any of these 2015 Virtuoso Voyager Club sailings by January 2, 2015 and enjoy the 

services of an onboard concierge host, cocktail party, $250 per couple shipboard credit and limited-time Book Now 

Fares in every category. 

2015

Voyage

                              

Date

                             

Days

                                        

Itinerary

                               

Ship

Brochure Per Person

Fares From

Book Now Per Person

Fares From

5319 Aug 30 7 Rome to Venice Crystal Serenity $7,020 $2,860

5321 Sep 13 7 Round-trip Istanbul Crystal Serenity $7,600 $2,650

5327 Nov 6 7 Monte Carlo to Lisbon Crystal Serenity $5,990 $1,995

™BEGIN A NEW STORY  

Book Now Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy for category C on Crystal Serenity and include all promotional savings, apply to new bookings only made between 

11/1/2014 - 1/2/2015 and do not include port, security and handling charges of $275 - $320. All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in 

stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Other optional air add-ons are available from designated 

Crystal Cruises’ gateway cities in the U.S. and Canada and include all government taxes and fees. *Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary 

basis in Prego and at least once in Silk Road or the Sushi Bar (Sushi Bar is not available for pre-reservation via PCPC and is available on a first come first serve basis). Additional reservations or visits 

(including "walk-in" diners) are subject to a $30 per person fee, subject to availability. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for more details. Guests must be booked in G350 to be eligible for 

special amenities. All fares, itineraries, programs, policies and shore excursions are subject to change. Restrictions apply. Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor for complete terms and 

conditions. Ship’s registry: The Bahamas 

FURTHER THAN 
          your destination. 

We believe a voyage should take you   
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IPV
The perks and privileges of  using a Virtuoso travel advisor + Our picks for where to go and what to pack

EXCLUSIVE HOTEL STAYS 4  | PRIVATE SHORE EXCURSIONS 6  | TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS 8  | TRAVEL TIPS 12

The term “going Dutch” might well describe traveling along Amsterdam’s seventeenth-century 

canals. Comprising nearly 90 islands and 1,500 bridges, the city’s canal ring has been designated 

a UNESCO World Heritage site, and beginning in 2015, InterContinental Amstel Amsterdam will 

treat Virtuoso guests to a two-hour boat tour along these famous waterways. Or for a more artistic 

view of  the Netherlands’ capital, choose two complimentary tickets to either the Rijksmuseum 

or Hermitage Amsterdam; both museums are within easy walking distance of  the 79-room hotel. 

Doubles from $550; Virtuoso guests also enjoy a jenever (Dutch gin) tasting with regional delicacies at the 

recently opened A bar, along with an airport transfer when booking an Executive Suite or higher. 

Dutch 
Treats

VIP IS REPORTED BY SUSAN HANSON AND VIIA BEAUMANIS

Float your boat: 

Cruise Amsterdam’s 

canal ring from the 

InterContinental 

Amstel Amsterdam. 
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VIP Check-In

Bond-worthy adventures in Jamaica, a Zurich bar makeover, 
photo lessons in Florence, and Baccarat crystal in New York City.

EXCLUSIVE HOTEL STAYS 

Park Hyatt Zurich’s Onyx Bar.

GoldenEye’s Gazebo restaurant and 

(above) Low Cay Beach. 

BONDING 
IN JAMAICA
Ian Fleming wrote all his James Bond 

novels at GoldenEye, the author’s private 

estate on Jamaica’s north coast. Today, 

A-listers such as Bono and Scarlett 

Johansson escape to this 52-acre 

hideaway, thanks to its current owner, 

Island Records founder Chris Blackwell. 

(Fun trivia: Blackwell’s mother was the 

inspiration for Fleming’s Pussy Galore 

character in Goldfinger.) Well-stocked 

Logitech Squeezebox sound systems 

enliven each of  the hotel’s 21 custom-

furnished villas and cottages, while the 

tree-house Gazebo elevates alfresco 

dining. Compose your own best seller 

at the novelist’s original writing desk in 

the five-bedroom Fleming Villa, which 

includes its own private beach. Doubles 

from $620; Fleming Villa from $5,500; 

Virtuoso guests receive breakfast daily and 

a $120 resort credit.

DRINK LIKE A SWISS

At the 142-room Park Hyatt Zurich, 

a recent makeover to Onyx Bar 

adds chic decor and a dedicated 

vodka freezer to keep more than 40 

premium labels properly chilled. Sip 

some in your personalized crystal 

glass, kept in a private locker above 

the new humidor. Doubles from $640; 

Virtuoso guests receive breakfast daily 

and a $100 dining credit.

That’s the spirit! 
Onyx Bar’s barrel-aged 

cocktails.
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Coming soon: Baccarat Hotel New York. 

CRYSTAL CLEAR

Sharing a 45-story, mixed-

use building across from the 

Museum of  Modern Art, the 

114-room Baccarat Hotel 

New York promises to raise 

the aesthetics in Midtown 

Manhattan when it opens in 

February 2015. This first-ever 

hotel for the French crystal 

maker will reportedly display 

over 12,000 pieces of  hand-cut 

glass on-site. Charles Masson Jr. 

of  La Grenouille fame will head 

the hotel’s French eatery, lounge, 

and bars. Doubles from $899; 

Virtuoso guests receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining credit.

ALL EYES ON FLORENCE

Guests staying at the 36-room

Portrait Firenze can discover 

another side of  Florence from behind 

the lens of  a top-end Leica M camera. 

The hotel’s day-long “workshop by 

foot” teams you with a renowned 

photographer for technical know-how 

and creative tips. Doubles from $650; 

photo workshops from $1,000; Virtuoso 

guests receive a bottle of Italian sparkling 

wine, a $65 dining credit, and one-way 

airport transfer.

Pretty as a picture: Portrait 

Firenze’s Superior Suite  

overlooking the Arno River. 

While a Leica camera body 

and lens can cost upwards 

of $20,000, the quality 

of photos they produce 

is priceless. Professional 

photographers swear by the 

German camera maker’s 

superior craftsmanship; 

although the focus is 

completely manual, the range 

finders produce super-crisp 

images with a silent shutter.  

WHY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
LIKE LEICA

Travel+Leisure World’s Best

Nine Time Winner

Condé Nast Traveler Winner

Five World Savers Awards

All I
wanted

to do now
was get
back to
Africa.
—Ernest Hemingway 

Contact your Virtuoso

Travel Advisor for details.

MICATO’S AFRICA

AWAITS. 
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VIP Bon Voyage
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PRIVATE SHORE EXCURSIONS + CRUISE NEWS Voyager Club events in Uruguay and Italy. 
Plus: New ships at sea.

RESERVE MONTEVIDEO
Early settlers from France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy bestowed Uruguay with a rich 

European heritage, particularly in the ways of  winemaking. Most of  the countryís 

vineyards are located near Montevideo, and Virtuoso guests traveling 

with Crystal Cruises visit one of  its premier wineries during a day in 

the capital city and its environs. Visit the nineteenth-century Teatro 

Solís and mansion-lined Prado neighborhood before traveling north 

to Bodegas Carrau, dating from 1887. Meet the owners for a private 

tour of  its parklands and ancient granite cave, followed by an 

exclusive winetasting and traditional asado (barbecue lunch) with a 

folkloric performance. The 1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity cruises 15 

days from Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro. Departure: April 3, 2015; from $5,070.

AMALFI PRIVATO

Italyís Amalfi Drive becomes 

your personal playground with a 

private car and English-speaking 

driver when Azamara 

Club Cruises

journeys 11 

days between 

Monte Carlo and 

Venice. Simply 

have your Virtuoso 

travel advisor make 

arrangements at least 46 days 

before the 686-passenger Azamara 

Journey sets sail. Departure: May 

26, 2015; from $3,899.

Before and (inset) after 

at Bodegas Carrau.

Out for a 

spin on the 

Amalfi Coast.

NEW HORIZONS

With a new design to accommodate 

larger suites, the 264-passenger Le Lyrial, 

also arriving in April, promises to bring 

Ponantís indubitable French panache to 

the Adriatic, Antarctica, and beyond.

Look for the North Star 360-degree 

observation capsule and first-ever

skydiving simulator at sea aboard the 

4,180-passenger Anthem of the Seas. 

This second Quantum-class ship from 

Royal Caribbean International is due to 

debut in Europe in April 2015. 

It’s Virtuoso’s free cruise-

enhancement program, 

with benefits that include:

WHAT IS VOYAGER CLUB?

The company of  a dedicated 

onboard host

A welcome-aboard cocktail reception

Your choice of  an exclusive 

cultural shore excursion, a private 

car and driver on select sailings, 

or a shipboard credit

»

»

» 

CELEBRATING

YEARS IN 2015

25



With crystal clear water, white sand beaches, lush rainforests and

tropical islands, it’s easy to see why Fiji is home to the happiest people 

on Earth. Take a private island getaway and let happiness find you. 

www.fiji.travel

For more information, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor.  
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VIP On Tour
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TAILOR-MADE JOURNEYS 

Water spangles and duckweed decorate  

a cypress swamp in the Everglades and  

(below) an artful alligator. 

New trips for the New Year let you track black rhinos in Namibia, spy wading 
birds in Florida, and follow Jewish heritage across Portugal and Spain.

DESERT LIFE
Sossusvlei’s sand dunes – at upwards of  1,000 feet, the highest in the world – 

tower over the imagination. Yet these red drifts are but one of  the dramatic 

landscapes found across Namibia, including the starkly beautiful Skeleton 

Coast, site of  numerous shipwrecks, and the rolling Palmwag Concession, 

home to Africa’s last free-roaming population of black rhinos. Explore these 

vast and varied regions on a ten-day, tailor-made safari crafted by your travel 

advisor with Virtuoso’s on-site expert in Namibia. Activities such as rhino 

tracking, scenic flightseeing, and boating around Walvis Bay enhance the 

sense of  romance and remoteness. Departures: Any day May 5 through Novem-

ber 20, 2015; from $5,424.

SAFE HAVEN

The Everglades’ delicate ecosystem is 

one of  the world’s most diverse, offering 

sanctuary to some 360 species of birds, 

along with endangered manatees and 

Florida panthers. What’s more, the park 

is the only place on the planet where 

crocodiles and alligators naturally coexist.

WET AND WILD 

Spanning 1.5 million acres of  fragile 

wetlands, Florida’s Everglades 

National Park is home to thousands 

of  plant and animal species. Hike 

through the cypress dome, search 

for wading birds in the mangroves, 

and bike through endangered pine 

savanna during a six-day multisport 

tour that concludes in Key West. 

Backroads offers private outings 

for groups of  family members and 

friends. Departures: Multiple dates 

February 22 through December 19, 

2015; from $3,498.

Clockwise from top: Surveying Sossusvlei dunes,  

seeing stars, a Skeleton Coast shipwreck, desert  

digs, and an endangered black rhino.
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SEPHARDIC WANDERINGS

Artisans of  Leisure leads an in-depth look at Portugal and Spain, once home to 
the world’s largest Jewish population. Travel along the Sephardic Way and explore 
UNESCO-designated sites from Sintra to Seville during a customizable 15-day 
Jewish heritage tour. Departures: Any day through December 31, 2015; from $25,135.

CÓRDOBAíS GOLDEN AGE
In medieval Europe, Córdoba was one 

of  many Spanish cities that exemplified

la Convivencia, a peaceful coexistence 

among Christians, Muslims, and Jews. This 

period of  tolerance produced a golden 

age of  scientific, artistic, and architectural 

achievement. Witness this spirit in the city’s 

cobblestoned Jewish Quarter and fourteenth-

century Calle de los Judíos, home to one of  

Spain’s most significant synagogues. 

So pedestrian: 
A cobblestoned 

path in Córdoba.

Gironaís colorful Call 
(Jewish Quarter).

Discover the art, history, and culture of the Old World on a modern, upscale vacation. Unwind in luxurious 

accommodations where spacious verandas mean stunning Europe views are always just a few steps away. 

Enjoy dining in up to 12 distinctive restaurants. 

Be pampered with intuitive service. And, relax knowing you can do as much (or as little) as you choose.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

©2014 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. 14041017 • 10/2014
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VIP  On the Fly
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The last word in first class? Etihad Airways introduces an unpreceden-

ted commercial airline experience with an ultra-luxe private cabin, The 

Residence by Etihad, aboard its new Airbus A380. Designed for up to 

two guests flying between Abu Dhabi and London Heathrow, the residence 

includes a living room, bedroom, bathroom, butler, and in-flight chef. 

Chauffeured transfers, private check-in, and VIP lounge access – complete 

with Six Senses Spa services – are also included. If  it all sounds too over 

the top, you can always opt for one of  the airline’s First Apartments or 

First Suites.

THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT
Channel surfers, rejoice: Beginning 

in August 2015, cabin upgrades 

on 18 of  British Airways’ Boeing 

747s will feature Panasonic’s next-

generation eX3 entertainment 

system, boasting high-resolution 

touch-and-swipe screens along 

with more than 130 movies and 

400 TV programs from leading 

producers such as HBO. Additional 

enhancements will include personal 

USB sockets for World Traveller 

passengers and, for those in World 

Traveller Plus, universal power 

sockets at every seat. 

CHEERED FOR TAKEOFF 
Vastly improving your travel 

experience, Nashville International 

recently scored a blanket liquor 

license that covers the entire 

airport, allowing passengers to 

quaff  a cocktail at their gate or 

while shopping.

Fresh air: Cabin updates are coming 

to British Airways’ Boeing 747s.

Sip Tennessee 
whiskey at Nashville 
International while 

you wait at your gate.

Deluxe apartment in the sky: 

The Residence by Etihad includes 

a living room (below) and a 

bedroom with en suite bathroom. 



All Silver Privilege Fares shown are cruise-only, in US dollars, per guest, based on double-occupancy. Fares are capacity controlled, and subject to change at any time without notice. Availability of all suite categories 
cannot be guaranteed. Fares for single guests are available upon request. Additional restrictions may apply. All fares, savings, of ers, itineraries, and programs are subject to change without notice.  Silversea reserves 
the right to correct any errors or omissions. Visit Silversea.com for complete Terms and Conditions. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. Fares, schedules, Virtuoso exclusives, Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities and events are 
subject to change without notice. Virtuoso Voyager Club events require a minimum/maximum number of participants and may not be combinable with other of ers. Space is limited, black-out dates and restrictions 
may apply. See your Virtuoso travel advisor for more details and applicable restrictions. Virtuoso is not responsible for any errors in pricing. The trademarks VIRTUOSO, the Globe Swirl Logo, SPECIALISTS IN THE 
ART OF TRAVEL and VOYAGER CLUB are registered trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd. has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. All rights reserved. California CST# 2069091; TA# 
808 – Registered Iowa Travel Agency; Washington UBI # 601 554 183. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California.

To truly appreciate Alaska’s sheer size, the Last Frontier is best explored aboard a smaller ship. 

On an intimate Silversea luxury cruise, you’ll experience Alaska’s grandeur up close and in person.

• Sumptuous ocean-view suites • Butler service in all suites • A staf -to-guest ratio of nearly one to one

• Complimentary fi ne wines, champagne and spirits served throughout the ship

Contact your Virtuoso®

travel advisor to receive 

Virtuoso Voyager Club®

benefi ts on these sailings 

and the best fare on the best 

suite — guaranteed.

Silversea’s Alaska

Experience the Grandeur

San Francisco to Vancouver

Silver Shadow® • 10 Days • Departs May 4, 2015

San Francisco, California • Astoria, Oregon • Victoria, British 

Columbia • Prince Rupert, British Columbia • Juneau, 

Alaska • Skagway, Alaska • Ketchikan, Alaska • Cruising the 

Inside Passage • Vancouver, British Columbia  

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares from $3,950

Seward to Vancouver

Silver Shadow® • 7 Days • Departs May 21; June 4; June 18; 

July 2; August 20; September 3, 2015

Seward, Alaska • Cruising Hubbard Glacier • Sitka, Alaska • 

Juneau, Alaska • Skagway, Alaska • Ketchikan, Alaska • 

Cruising the Inside Passage • Vancouver, British Columbia  

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares from $3,250

Vancouver to Seward

Silver Shadow® • 7 Days • Departs July 16, 2015

Vancouver, British Columbia • Cruising the Inside Passage • 

Ketchikan, Alaska • Juneau, Alaska • Skagway, Alaska • 

Sitka, Alaska • Cruising Hubbard Glacier • Seward, Alaska  

Virtuoso Ocean-view fares from $3,850
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VIP Travel Tips
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WHEN IN PARIS
Hôtel Plaza Athénée recently 
reopened following a ten-month 
refurbishment that coincided 
with the property’s centennial 
anniversary. After scooping up 
several neighboring properties, 
the expanded hotel added 14 
new guest rooms and suites, a 
ballroom, and additional event 
space. Stop in for a glass of  
Champagne and a signature 
“croque-plaza,” the Athénée’s 
spin on the classic French 
croque-monsieur, that layers 
chicken breast with black 
truffle filling. 

TYKE BIKES
Stocking more than 20,000 
bicycles at 1,800 citywide 
stations, Paris’ Vélib’ cycle-
sharing network has added a 
new P’tit Vélib’ program: Four 
different types of  bikes for 
children are located in pedestrian-
only and park zones, including the 
vast Bois de Boulogne. Rest easy, 
moms – helmets are available. 
Rates vary by usage; blog.velib.

paris.fr/en/ptit-velib.

PHOTO SHOP
Whether it’s a getaway with friends, a proposal in Paris, or a family holiday, 
Flytographer captures your travel memories (and wildly improves your Facebook 
feed) with its roster of  local photographers in more than 100 cities. Just browse 
through the company’s lineup, from the Amalfi Coast to Zihuatanejo, and book 
your pro shooter. From $250; www.flytographer.com.

A Signature Eiffel Suite at 

Hôtel Plaza Athénée.

Safety first and (right) child’s play in Paris.

Clockwise from top: 

Picture-perfect 

moments in Barcelona, 

Paris, and Hawaii.



Experience and 
Discover 

Offers are valid on new bookings only and are not combinable with other offers. Sample price is land only, per person, based on double occupancy. Actual prices may vary based on travel dates and 
availability. For those properties where Classic Vacations has access to dynamic pricing rates, those rates will likely fuctuate from time to time based on market conditions and other factors beyond 
Classic Vacations control. *Maximum of 2 free nights per stay at Cobbler’s Cove. Book now through 10/24/15 for travel now through 10/31/15. Offers are subject to availability at time of booking and 
may be changed or discontinued without notice. Blackout dates, minimum night stays, seasonal surcharges, taxes, resort fees and other restrictions may apply. Customer is responsible for hotel taxes 
and fees on free night offer. Classic Vacations CST: 2079429-20.                          551-1014

Call your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

Experience and discover the perfect island recipe in Barbados, from tantalizing cuisine 
in a fusion of favors to romantic strolls along stretches of white-sand beaches. 

St. Peter’s, Barbados

Cobbler’s Cove

•	 2	free	nights

•	 Daily	afternoon	tea

•	 Ocean	View	Suite

•	 7	nights	from	$1429	per	person

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE AMENITY:

•	 Upgrade	on	arrival,	subject	to	availability

•	 Daily	breakfast

•	 Complimentary	round-trip	transfers

•	 Boat	trip	to	“swim	with	the	turtles”,	once	per	stay
•	 Early	check-in/late	checkout,	subject	to	availability

Barbados

Fairmont Royal Pavilion

•	 Every	7th	night	free

•	 Complimentary	afternoon	tea

•	 Oceanfront	Deluxe	Room

•	 7	nights	from	$2119	per	person

VIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE AMENITY:

•	 Full	breakfast	daily	for	two

•	 One	3-course	dinner	per	stay,	excluding	beverages

•	 Upgrade	on	arrival,	subject	to	availability

•	 Early	check-in/late	checkout,	subject	to	availability

®

2014 VIRTUOSO
®

Best FIT/Custom
Tour Operator

WINNER



VIP Arts & Culture

HONG KONG

NEW YORK CITY

PAN-ASIAN PALATE

Hong Kong Delicacies, 

Taste of  Korea, and 

Southeast Asia Flavour 

are just a few of  the 

themes for this year’s 

Hong Kong Food Festival. 

Well known among locals 

and foreigners keen to 

sample signature dishes 

from across Asia, this 

annual event, held at the 

Hong Kong Convention 

& Exhibition Centre, is 

the city’s largest indoor 

epicurean fair. December 

25 to 29, 2014; www.food-

expo.com.hk.

STAGE RIGHT

Academy Award nominee Bradley Cooper 

makes his second Broadway appearance in 

The Elephant Man, starring as Joseph Merrick, 

the erudite nineteenth-century freak-show 

sensation who went on to become the toast 

of  Victorian high society. A revival of  Bernard 

Pomerance’s Tony Award-winning 1977 play – 

which inspired the 1980 David Lynch-directed 

film with John Hurt – the show runs in Midtown’s 

Booth Theatre and costars Patricia Clarkson and 

Alessandro Nivola. December 7, 2014, through 

February 15, 2015; www.elephantmanbroadway.com.

ANTIGUA

GETTING RACY 

Welcoming a lively, all-sizes fleet – boats 

less than 20 feet, Caribbean Carriacou 

sloops, and an array of yachts – Antigua’s 

Nelson’s Pursuit Race is a spirited annual 

event that reenacts Lord Nelson’s fabled 

1805 chase of Admiral Villeneuve’s French 

armada across the Atlantic. Departing from 

English Harbour, the slowest boat to enter 

starts first and flies the French flag, with 

the remainder of the fleet, representing the 

British, in hot pursuit. December 31, 2014; 

www.antiguayachtclub.com.

English Harbour.
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to play your perfect getaway down under, contact your VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

*Conditions apply. 7 night sydney pricing based on the 5-star interContinental sydney; valid for travel 1/1-1/31/15. 7 night Melbourne pricing based on

the 5-star the Crown towers Melbourne; valid for travel thru 3/31/15; book by 2/28/15. Additional offers are available.  Cst#2088177  Wt#0006 ss 10/14

sydney & Melbourne - two great cities, one amazing vacation

7 nights in

sydney froM

$1255*

7 nights in

Melbourne froM

$1575*



2-FOR-1 FARES

FREE 

ROUNDTRIP AIR*

FREE 

ROUNDTRIP BUsINess  

ClAss AIR*†

FREE

UNlIMITeD 

sHORe eXCURsIONs

FREE

lUXURY HOTel PACKAGe††

FREE

sPeCIAlTY ResTAURANTs

FREE

UNlIMITeD BeVeRAGes  

INClUDING FINe WINes AND  

PReMIUM sPIRITs

FREE

OPeN BARs AND lOUNGes  

PlUs IN-sUITe MINI-BAR  

RePleNIsHeD DAIlY

FREE

PRe-PAID GRATUITIes

FREE

 WIFI THROUGHOUT  

THe sHIP††

Enjoy Virtuoso Voyager Club Amenities: 

VOYAGeR ClUB HOsT, PRIVATe COCKTAIl ReCePTION AND AN eXClUsIVe sHORe eVeNT

FOR ADDITIONAL SPECIAL OFFERS, PLEASE CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

sTOCKHOlM TO COPeNHAGeN

Visiting: stockholm, Tallinn,  

st. Petersburg, Helsinki, Riga, Klaipéda, 

Berlin (Warnemünde), Copenhagen

JUNE 26, 2015 | 10 NIGHTS

Seven Seas Voyager®

2-for-1 Fares from only $9,799 per person  

ROUNDTRIP BARCelONA  

Visiting: Barcelona, Ibiza, Palma de 

Mallorca, Cagliari (sardinia), Ajaccio 

(Corsica), Portofno, Antibes,  

saint-Tropez, Toulon

JULY 2, 2015 | 10 NIGHTS

Seven Seas Mariner®

2-for-1 Fares from only $8,999 per person

YOU ReAllY CAN HAVe IT All

Every wish ...
Every whim ...

Every want ...

THE mOST INCLUSIVE LUxURY ExPERIENCE ™

 IT’s All INClUDeD

* For full pricing Terms & Conditions and Guest Ticket Contract, contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor. “Free Roundtrip Air” promotion includes 

ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip fights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, FLL, IAD, IAH, 

JFK, LAX, LGA, MCO, MIA, MDW, MSP, ORD, PBI, PHL, PHX, SAN, SEA, SFO, TPA, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Airfare is available from other U.S. & Canadian 

gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Roundtrip Air” promotion include all airline fees, surcharges 

and government taxes. Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details, visit explorefightfees.com. †Applies to 

Penthouse Suites and higher. ††Applies to Concierge Suites and Higher; FREE WiFi minutes vary by suite selection and length of voyage. Ships’ 

Registry: Bahamas. ©2014 Regent Seven Seas Cruises

UP TO 44 free sHORe eXCURsIONs UP TO 34 free sHORe eXCURsIONs



VIP  Goods & Gadgets

YUM RUM
Staking its claim as an haute sipping 

spirit, rum’s latest snifter-worthy 

incarnation is the Facundo Rum 

Collection’s Paraíso. A blend of  the 

finest and oldest rums from the private 

Bacardi family reserves – including one 

aged for 23 years in white oak barrels 

– the limited-release Paraíso spends 

its last month resting in French 

XO casks and delivers smooth, 

medium-bodied flavor with a 

caramel finish. $250; www.

facundorum.com.

SAFE TRAVELS
Whether you’re on a smart-

phone, tablet, or laptop, 

nonsecure Wi-Fi connections 

and pricey data roaming 

bills are serious concerns for 

frequent fliers. One solution: 

Cellhire provides affordable 

protection via a secure 

Internet connection that 

may be shared by up to five 

wireless devices. Prepaid data 

bundles from $29; standard 

MiFi + SIM devices from $59; 

www.cellhire.com.

Travel in style with design 

guru Jonathan Adler’s jaunty 

Stamps passport case. $38; 

www.jonathanadler.com.

ON 
THE 
CASE

If you long to
immerse yourself in 

an ancient way of life,
come to Chile. if not...

come to Chile.

San Pedro de Atacama Torres del Paine, Patagonia

www.chile.travel



New in Madrid
Exhibitions of works by geniuses from the world of painting, operas performed by the 

greatest opera stars, international events where you can enjoy cuisine through all of your 

senses and a completely new selection of hotel and leisure facilities. This is what Madrid 

has in store for you in 2015, with plenty of new things to make your stay unforgetable.

Visita_Madrid MadridCiudad

Francisco de Zurbarán. La familia de la Virgen
© Glyndebourne Productions Ltd.  

Photo: Bill Cooper

FUTURE PLANS

In Madrid, a dynamic, buzzing city, 

you are sure to fnd something to 

suit your tastes and interests. Now 

is the time, with the whole year 

ahead of you, to plan your trip and 

make a note on your calendar of the 

events you don’t want to miss. 

ART

Head for the Art Walk and start by 

visiting the Abelló Collection at 

CentroCentro Cibeles. This is a 

unique chance to see nearly 170 

works on display for the frst time 

by geniuses such as El Greco, Goya, 

Sorolla, Picasso, Miró, Dalí, and 

many more. 

Just a short walk away is the Prado 

Museum with another exclusive 

show: Goya in Madrid, focusing 

on his preliminary drawings for 

tapestries and their relationship to 

the work of other artists.  

Right across the street in the 

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum, 

from June onwards an exhibition 

of previously unseen paintings 

by Zurbarán, one of the greatest 

painters of the Spanish Golden Age, 

awaits you.

If you love contemporary art, make 

sure you visit one of the fagship 

institutions of the Art Walk, the 

Reina Sofa Museum, which is to 

show more than one hundred 

works from the Basel Kunstmuseum, 

including artists such as Kandinsky, 

Picasso and Giacometi.  

MUSIC

If you are an opera lover, be sure to 

pay a visit to the Teatro Real opera 

house. Hansel and Gretel, Lorca’s El 

Público, La Traviata and Fidelio are 

some of the operas being performed 

at this leading theatre on the 

European opera circuit.

FOOD

If you are ready for a gastronomic 

adventure, don’t miss Gastrofestival 

2015 taking place from January 31 to 

February 15 where you can enjoy all 

the activities organized by restaurants, 

cooking schools, gourmet boutiques 

and fashion stores, art institutions 

and galleries that will be highlighting 

the associations between food and 

culture, fashion and health. A unique 

experience that you can only fnd 

in Madrid.

Advert isement
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SAINT MORITZ or STOWE? 

Travel Two Ways

SAINT MORITZ   
8-day, $18,000 splurge

STOWE
4-day, $2,800 steal

TOTAL: From $17,945 per couple TOTAL: From $2,799 per couple 

Two ski retreats  
for two budgets.

Jet off  to Europe for a week in the Swiss Alps, or discover the charms of     
a pretty alpine village during a long weekend in Vermont.  By Anita Carmin

This season marks the 

150th anniversary of 

winter tourism in Saint 

Moritz and the Swiss Alps.

A peak experience in 

the Green Mountains 

of Vermont.

Stretch out on a flatbed seat in Swiss Air’s business 

class while flying from Chicago to Zurich, then opt 

for a hotel transfer – via Mercedes limousine – from 

the airport to Saint Moritz. Round-trip airfare from 

$10,245 (including taxes) per couple; round-trip limo 

transfers from $2,000 per couple. 

Schuss down the famous Hahnensee run every day 

of  the week with Kempinski Grand Hôtel des Bains’ 

seven-night ski package. Offering direct access to 

Saint Moritz’s slopes, the historic 184-room hotel 

rewards skiers with a bilevel spa and their choice 

of  five notable restaurants – among them, Michelin-

starred Cà d’Oro. Included: a seven-day ski pass, 

breakfast daily, one dinner at the venue of  your 

choice, and free spa access. Available December 5, 

2014, through April 6, 2015; from $5,070 per couple. 

Virtuoso guests receive a $100 credit toward spa 

treatments or dining. 

For a peak experience off  the slopes, the Kempinski spa’s 

Alpine Rejuvenation treatment includes a body peel, 

massage, and collagen face mask. From $630 per couple.

Relax with seat-back on-demand entertainment 

during a two-hour economy-class flight between 

Chicago and Burlington on United Airlines, then take 

a scenic private transfer to Stowe. Round-trip airfare 

from $996 (including taxes) per couple; round-trip lodge 

transfers from $440 per couple.  

One of  New England’s premier winter destinations, 

Stowe Mountain Resort now boasts new trails and an 

intermountain gondola connecting Mount Mansfield 

with Spruce Peak. Ski in and out from the 300-room 

Stowe Mountain Lodge, offering farm-to-table dining, 

an extensive wellness center, and a host of  seasonal 

activities from sleigh rides to snowshoeing. Two-day lift 

tickets from $356 per couple (have your advisor book them 

online at www.stoweonestore.com before your trip); available 

December 6, 2014, through April 5, 2015. Three-night 

lodge stays from $687 per couple; Virtuoso guests receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

Here’s your chance to ride in your own Iditarod. The 

lodge offers three-mile evening dogsled rides along 

mountain trails. From $320 per couple.

FLY & DRIVE

PLUS

STAY & SKI



PIRAEUS Kuşadasi

Myrina

Bodrum

Mykonos

Spétsai

Ágios Nikólaos

ISTANBUL

Aegean
Sea

Mediterranean
Sea

Sète

Mediterranean
Sea

Ligurian
Sea

Le Lavandou

Bonifacio

Antibes
MONTE CARLO

Portovenere

Palamós

*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in US dollars, cruise only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of $169.07 to $241.88 per 
person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2014 Seabourn.

Delight is the world
at extraordinary savings.

YACHTSMAN’S MEDITERR ANEAN  from $4,699

Round-trip Monte Carlo  •  7 days  •  Jun 20 ; Aug 15; Sep 12; Oct 10*, 2015 

GREEK & TURKISH TREASURES  from $3,999

Piraeus (Athens) to Istanbul  •  8 days  •  Apr 24, 2015 

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the 
World’s Best Small-Ship Cruise Line. Enjoy exclusive Voyager Club 
amenities including an onboard cocktail reception, shore event or 
shipboard credit on select sailings.



V I R T U O S O  T R A V E L E R  |  V I R T U O S O . C O M2 0

Ask the Advisors
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New Zealand, Indonesia, and Chile top my travel wish list. 
What should I absolutely not miss?Q A&QQ AA

NEW ZEALAND
“The perfect soft-adventure 

excursion: rafting down 

Bali’s Ayung River, 

followed by a relaxing 

stay at Amandari. During 

evenings at the hotel, local 

children perform 

native dances 

in colorful 

handmade 

costumes. I also 

love the province of 

Central Java, which offers 

amazing insight into the 

region’s diverse cultures 

and religions. You’ll 

defi nitely want to visit the 

ninth-century Borobudur 

Temple, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. Go at sunrise 

with a private guide before 

throngs of tourists arrive – 

it’s well worth the early 

wake-up call.”

– LEAH BERGNER 

Garden Grove, California

INDONESIA

“I always recommend 

visiting North Island’s 

Coromandel Peninsula. 

Less touristy and 

off the beaten 

path, it’s where 

the locals 

holiday. Don’t 

miss Hot Water 

Beach, named for the 

underwater spring that 

fi lters through the sand at 

low tide, where you can 

dig your own hot tub. 

Feeling adventurous? 

Head out after dark with a 

fl ashlight on one of its well-

marked trails. You’ll have 

the beach all to yourself, 

along with some incredible 

stargazing.”

– NATASHA RHODES

Calgary, Canada

CHILE

“Often overlooked, Chiloé 

Island is a must-see – and 

easily accessible on itineraries 

featuring Chile’s Lake District 

and the southern city of 

Puerto Montt. The locals 

are known for their 

hospitality, and 

the island’s rich 

culture includes a 

mix of indigenous 

mythology and 

Catholicism. The Jesuits and, 

later, Franciscans, left their 

mark here, building elegant 

wood churches; many still 

stand from the eighteenth 

and nineteenth centuries and 

are UNESCO World Heritage 

sites. Chiloé’s palafi tos – 

colorful homes built on stilts 

above the tide – will remind 

you of Buenos Aires’ La Boca 

neighborhood.”  

– JAMO LADD 

Villanova, Pennsylvania

Clockwise from top: 

Natural Jacuzzis on 

Hot Water Beach, a 

traditional palafito 

on Chiloé Island, 

and rafting Bali’s 

Ayung River. 

• Working with one of  Virtuoso’s 

on-site connections in New 

Zealand, your travel advisor can 

customize a 15-day self-drive

(or private chauffeur-driven) 

tour between Auckland and 

Queenstown, including time 

to experience the Coromandel 

Peninsula. Departures: Any day 

through September 30, 2015; 

from $6,300.

• Home to 30 freestanding, batik-

adorned suites, Amandari pro-

vides sublime views of the Ayung 

River gorge and easy access to 

Bali’s cultural capital of  Ubud. 

In Central Java, the 36-suite 

Amanjiwo overlooks Borobudur, 

the world’s largest Buddhist 

sanctuary. Doubles from $950 at 

both resorts, where Virtuoso guests 

receive breakfast daily and a compli-

mentary lunch or dinner.

• Ladatco Tours’ comprehen-

sive Chile program offers a 

three-night stay – complete with 

daily activities and excursions 

– on Chiloé Island. The 28-day 

tailor-made tour from Santiago 

also visits the Atacama Desert, 

Torres del Paine National Park, 

and Easter Island. Departures: 

Any day through August 31, 2015; 

from $19,795.

THREE COUNTRIES, 
Three Ways to Explore
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Traveler’s Tale

Merrill Steiger with her 

daughter and son in Bhutan.

Steiger’s painting Tribal Habitat.

Merrill Steiger, 63, views the whole world as her canvas. The New 

York City artist finds ideas for her paintings and collages in what she 

calls “spiritual power spots” – places from Asia to the Australian 

Outback that are “charged with spiritual energy, reflecting the 

divine realities of  nature and tapping into the essence of  our own 

being,” she says. Virtuoso travel advisor Michael Kempinski handles 

trip logistics so Steiger can let inspiration strike.  

 Merrill Steiger’s worldly connections go beyond a sense of place. 

Interviewed by DAVID HOCHMAN

WHY I TRAVEL

Travel opens my eyes to the 

connections between cultures. You 

see so many similarities: temples in 

Thailand, churches in Europe, the 

Aboriginal dream world, the landscapes 

and rock formations of  Cappadocia, 

Turkey. They all tap into the essential 

nature of  our own being. 

Being exposed to Easter Island’s 800-

plus moai is not a neutral experience. 

They haunt me. Where did they come 

from? What are they telling us now? I 

believe they were put here for reasons 

that maybe one day will be explained 

to us.

I grew up in the Bronx. When I was 

19, I found a youth fare that let me go 

anywhere round-trip for $199. Boy, have 

things changed since then. That’s when I 

was backpacking. I like a good hotel now.

A great hotel is more than the sum of 

its rooms and service. It’s the mood and 

feeling these places evoke that makes 

the difference. I won’t say it’s my favorite 

hotel – that’s too hard to pick – but the 

Ritz Paris gets just about everything right.

Bhutan is the most spiritual place. The 

series I’m working on now lets me think 

deeply about that arresting landscape 

– the Himalaya, the rice paddies, the 

Buddha imagery. What the eye takes in  

is a tiny part of  the experience; most of   

it is an unseen universe.  

Mike Kempinski is a dear friend of 

mine. I trust his taste so much. He 

traveled to Patagonia and came back 

raving about it. When a girlfriend and 

I said we wanted to go somewhere we 

hadn’t been, he sent us to Patagonia, 

Easter Island, and the Atacama Desert  

on the most brilliantly orchestrated trip: 

11 planes in 17 days, and everything 

worked – not a single hitch. We just fo-

cused on the breathtaking beauty. Oh, 

and the explora lodges: wow!

Mike coordinated a quick getaway  

with my grown daughter to the Turks  

and Caicos. I thought, are we just going 

to sit on the beach? Let me tell you, it 

was delightful. 

I’ve been to Maui ten times. It’s 

always been an R&R vacation, but 

now that I’ve become more interested 

in Buddhist philosophy, I’ll check out 

monasteries, take more hikes, and 

make it a spiritual journey. 

Some of the earth’s most spectacular 

spots are in the United States. I love 

being out West at Zion and Bryce Canyon 

National Parks. A lot of  red rocks show 

up in my paintings. 

I’d like to go to the Galápagos and 

Machu Picchu. And before too many 

years pass, I want to do the strenuous 

trips: Myanmar, Mongolia, Laos, Jordan, 

Israel, China, and Tibet. It’s a big world 

out there.



That’s the difference with Monograms. Wouldn’t it be nice if you could spend your time enjoying 

your vacation, and not worrying about your vacation? When you take a Monograms vacation, 

you’ll spend your time tasting wine, riding bikes, shopping for treasure, and enjoying the 

sights. You don’t spend it worrying about how you’re going to get out of the airport, or how 

you’re going to fnd your hotel, or how you’re going to get from one town to the next. All of 

that is taken care of by Monograms and your Local Host® who is at your beck and call throughout 

your trip. It’s your choice how you vacation.

Choose wisely. Choose Monograms.

Standing in the footsteps of legends 

is so much better than standing in line.

A better way to travel.

To book your Monograms package, call your Virtuoso travel advisor today.

* Book a 2015 Monograms Europe vacation through a Virtuoso agency and receive free airport transfers in the destination city 

between airport and hotel.  Offer is not applicable to extra night transfers. Booking must be made and under deposit between July 

22, 2014 and December 31, 2015 for travel commencing by December 31, 2015. Valid with other offers, on FIT and Group bookings, 

and applies to new 2015 bookings only. Must mention code FREE T. Offer reliant on space availability. Not applicable to custom 

tours. Discount will apply to individual members of groups adding a name and non-refundable per person deposit WITHIN the 

promo window. Not applicable on TBA space. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

FREE 

TRANSFERS 
ON ALL 2015 

EUROPE  

VACATIONS*



FEEL THE VIBE AND VITALITY OF LOS CABOS.

Los Cabos radiates an energy that blends sun-soaked days with fun-filled nights. Where 

tranquil waters entice guests with endless places to swim, surf and sail. And exotic herbs 

and spices deliver their own temptation in the form of popular Mexican dishes. 

After hours, the spirit of Los Cabos becomes even more dynamic. Enjoy a refreshing 

house-made margarita, dance ‘til dawn or check out the mesmerizing views from the 

area’s luxury resorts.

Want to see things really heat up? Don’t miss Carnaval La Paz, a vibrant, weeklong street 

party with live music, games, food and festivities beginning February 26, 2015.



Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor to begin planning your Los Cabos getaway.
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Take a cue for better snaps from the 
winners of our travel advisor photo contest.

GRAND PRIZE 
Marlboro Country

Wyoming

Andrea González

SECOND
Pygmy Seahorses

Indonesia

Ryan Dandy

THIRD
Villas of Lake Como 

Italy

Kayla Zeigler

FIRST 
Night in Venice 

Italy

Kevin Dern

GRAND 

PRIZE

1

2

3

Home in 
on macro
details.

MOMENT
CAPTURE
THE

Convey drama with 
the simplicity of 

a silhouette.
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Bridge over the 

River Irrawaddy

Mandalay, Myanmar

Carissa Cummings

Leading lines 
draw the eye 
to the subject.

A Little Defiant

Samburu National Reserve, Kenya

Dean Treichel

Place the subject 
off-center to 

draw the viewer 
in naturally. 

Sunset in Dubrovnik

Croatia

Vanessa Sawtell-Jones

Windmill in Oia

Santorini, Greece

Brian Bainto

Balloon Glow

Saint Louis, Missouri

Kevin Dern

Make the most 
out of your 

photo by filling 
the frame.

Royalty Daydreaming 

Sabi Sand Reserve, South Africa

Kelly Daoud
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CAPTURE THE MOMENT

Shoes

Morocco

Elizabeth Schaaf

Leopard at Sunset

Botswana

Rocio Zamora Faces of India

Jaipur

Arturo C. Guevara 

Polar Bear on Ice Floe 

En Route to the North Pole

The Arctic

Patti Mickey

Create a more 
striking image 

by using a natural 
frame to isolate 

the subject.

Create a pattern 
by filling the 
frame with 

repetitive shapes.

Shoot at 
sunrise or 

sunset 
for perfect 

golden hues.

Al aska Your Way!

C a l l  y o u r  
Vi r t u o s o  Tr a v e l  S p e c i a l i s t 
t o d a y  a n d  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g 

y o u  d r e a m  v a c at i o n ! 

AlASkA! Te destination is too grand 

not to explore on your own terms.  Your 

Virtuoso travel specialist and knightly 

Tours know there is no “one” way to 

explore Alaska, just your way! Tat is why 

we ofer over 60 ideas on how to vacation 

in the great land.

If you have your own ideas of your 

vacation, knightly Tours and your 

Virtuoso travel specialist with customize 

your vacation so you get the most value 

for your vacation time and money.

 Whether you are visiting for the frst time 

or planning to visit again our dynamic 

team will ensure you see it all.  From 

cruising the Inside Passage to travelling 

north of the Arctic Circle, from Nome to 

the Wrangell St. Elias National Park there 

are as many options for your vacation as 

you have ideas.  

Virtuoso and knightly Tours
have been customizing great 
vacations to Alaska and the Canada 
Rockies for over 40 years.  Put this 
experience to work for you crafing 
the best vacation for your time and 
money.  

Let Virtuoso and
Knightly Tours guide you!

Celebrating 45 Years of Creating 

Custom Vacations



R

BEST SHIP

Travel Weekly 

Readers’ Choice Awards 2013

Allure of the Seas
®

SEE THE OLD WORLD 

IN A WHOLE NEW LIGHT.

Experience Europe like never before, as Allure of the Seas® sails the 

Mediterranean’s azure waters for the frst time. You’ll visit some of the most 

legendary ports in Spain, Italy and France, while enjoying exclusive amenities 

on an award-winning ship. Like one of the only Tony-award winning Broadway 

musicals at sea. Dining options to rival the world’s most cosmopolitan cities. 

And a whole new level of luxury and comfort in suites you have to see to 

believe. Only on Royal Caribbean.

For a limited time, balcony guests enjoy a complimentary specialty dinner 

for two. Suite guests will also enjoy one complimentary spa treatment.

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to reserve today.
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IN SOUTHEAST ASIA’S GOLDEN TRIANGLE, AN ADVENTURE CAMP  

SHOWS HOW TOURISM CAN HELP ENDANGERED ELEPHANTS. 

By Joel Centano

Wildest 
Drea    s

A symphony of cicadas plays in surround-sound as frefies fare in the jasmine-scented air. 

I’m seated in an outdoor sala, preparing to tuck into a three-course Thai feast, watching as 

my plus-size dinner companions approach through the gloaming. 

Moving closer, their colossal forms take shape in the lamplight. They breathe in 

my scent as a form of greeting, futter their ears like butterfy wings, and then let it 

be known that it’s time to eat. Long, strong, prehensile trunks sinuate and stretch, 

snatching up liberal servings of sugarcane from my outstretched hands. 

It’s dusk in the jungle of northern Thailand’s Chiang Rai province.
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Wild and scenic: Views from 

the Anantara Golden Triangle 

Elephant Camp & Resort.
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It’s not your typical dinner party, of 

course, and Teang Moo, Lynchee, and 

Pleum – one- to three-ton Asian elephants 

that consume ten percent of their 

body weight daily – aren’t your typical 

guests. Tonight’s repast (accompanied by 

haute Thai dishes prepared on-site for 

attending humans), however, is a ftting 

fnale to my four-day stay at Anantara 

Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & 

Resort, where close encounters with 

pachyderms are the norm. 

Three- to fve-day visits to the resort, 

which travel advisors often recommend in 

longer Thailand itineraries, provide insight 

into a region famed for its thirteenth-

century Lanna ruins, history of opium 

production, and human interaction with 

elephants that dates back some 4,000 years. 

Set along the Mekong River with views 

of Myanmar and Laos (both countries 

converge with Thailand to form the Golden 

Triangle), the 160-acre retreat features fne-

dining options, including contemporary 

Italian fare; a hands-on cooking school; a 

holistic spa; and 77 sleek guest rooms styled 

with teak furnishings and private balconies, 

all backed by a traditional mahout (Hindi 

for “elephant keeper”) village. 

 “Typical” days at the resort fow much 

like this: Guests rise early to the bellows of 

elephants grazing in surrounding bamboo 

forests, don denim mahout suits that can 

best be described as outsize maternity 

clothes, and then choose from a program of 

educational, elephant-centric activities. The 

lineup includes interactive presentations by 

camp veterinarians and conservationists 

from Think Elephants International, 

along with classes in which students, 

perched on pachyderms and accompanied 

below by resident mahouts, learn basic 

phrases and light touches used to steer their 

steeds past misty rice terraces and riverside 

plains. Watching the elephants swim and 

bathe is also big here, as are visits with the 

Clockwise from top: Pachyderm parade, chef Paitoon prepares a breakfast  

picnic at Chiang Saen’s Wat Pa Sak, and sala dining at the resort. 
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Explore the Golden Triangle beyond 

Anantara’s elephant camp through its 

collection of excursions. Travel advisors can 

help tailor your experience to fit your interests, 

from touring temples to perfecting pad thai. 

Also Consider

Set foot in three countries on a guided 

daylong journey that visits Phra Jow 

La Keng monastery (shown above) in 

Myanmar, thirteenth-century temples in 

the Thai town of  Chiang Saen, and the 

market on the Laotian island of  Done 

Xao. A bonus: A longtail boat ride up 

the Mekong – an antidote to the region’s 

steamy air – takes you to the precise spot 

where the three countries converge. 

Anantara’s culinary program begins with 

a guided market tour and a breakfast 

picnic beneath Lanna ruins in Chiang 

Saen. Back at the resort, cooking classes 

reveal the correct way to cut lemongrass, 

when to add lime juice to tom kha gai 

soup, and how to tinge pad thai using red 

chili and tamarind sauce. Guests then 

dine on their creations – or better, the 

instructing chef’s – during lunch.

Showpiece of  a campaign led by Thailand’s 

late Princess Mother to eradicate opium 

production in the Golden Triangle –  

once the world’s largest producer – the 

Hall of Opium provides a comprehensive 

look at the drug’s 5,000-year history. Take 

a tuk-tuk from the resort and plan  

to spend at least a few hours here.



It’s how you get there...

On an AmaWaterways river cruise, you don’t just pass through a destination – you experience it. Our ships feature spacious 

balcony staterooms, award-winning cuisine, a sun deck with a pool, fi rst-class service and a variety of unique tours so that every 

moment of your journey is an extraordinary one. Because it’s not just about where you go. It’s how you get there that matters.

Terms & Conditions: All rates are per person in USD for cruise only, based on double occupancy in a category C stateroom, unless stated otherwise. Promotional rates are valid on  select 
 sailings only. Promotions are valid only for new bookings made by December 31, 2014 and may not be applicable toward Group bookings. Of ers are not combinable with any other 
 promotions/discounts, are limited to availability, are capacity controlled and are subject to change or termination without notice. Total savings on Balcony Celebration of er are per statero om 
for cruise only and apply to select dates in balcony stateroom categories C-AA (excludes categories E, D, Single, A+, AA+ and Suites). Other restrictions apply. CST#2065452-40.

LEADING THE WAY IN RIVER CRUISING

For reservations, please call your

Virtuoso travel advisor

SAVE UP TO $1,500 ON BALCONY STATEROOMS
Book by December 31, 2014 to take advantage of our spacious twin balcony or French balcony staterooms.

Voted Best River Cruise Line by Virtuoso Three Years in a Row
2012   |   2013   |   2014
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Advisor Tip 
“For the perfect complements to an 

adventure in northern Thailand, have your 

travel advisor include trips on Belmond’s 

luxury train, Eastern & Oriental Express 

(which runs regularly between Bangkok 

and Singapore), and its river cruiser in 

Myanmar, Orcaella. Belmond spoils its 

guests, and both trips combine outstanding 

food and wine with unique sightseeing. 

Warning: Book them very early!” 

– Eleanor Hardy

Louisville, Kentucky

village’s newest celebrity, baby Nong Sam, 

born in March. 

Established in 2003, the camp works in 

concert with the Golden Triangle Asian 

Elephant Foundation to provide sanctuary 

for Thailand’s captive elephants and their 

mahout partners, trainers who are often 

lifelong companions. A 1989 nationwide 

ban on logging, an industry that employed 

the majority of mahouts and their elephants, 

helped spawn a number of unscrupulous 

trekking camps and led to some keepers and 

animals begging on city streets, explains the 

foundation’s founder, John Roberts, who’s 

also Anantara’s director of conservation. 

Though the foundation also works with 

the Elephant Reintroduction Founda-

tion, which is exploring the feasibility of 

releasing the animals back into the wild, 

“given the lack of natural habitat remaining 

here, [this option] will only be an answer for 

a small proportion of the captive population, 

which currently numbers more than 3,500 

in Thailand alone,” says Roberts. He adds 

that the sheer scale of the animals’ needs in 

terms of land, food, and water – it can cost 

upwards of $15,000 annually to feed and 

properly shelter an elephant – also means 

that serious revenue must be garnered for 

their care. “So far,” says Roberts, “sustainable 

tourism based on compassionate care for 

these elephants is the best answer we’ve 

found to accomplish this.”

Twenty elephants currently reside at the camp, 

11 of which engage in guest learning activities; 

all are rescues from city streets, illegal logging 

operations, or unfavorable conditions at sur-

rounding camps. The elephants’ mahouts also 

live on-site, where their families beneft from 

education, health care, and all profts from a silk-

weaving business. Anantara’s neighbor, Four 

Seasons Tented Camp Golden Triangle, 

partners with the camp, and income generated 

from guest experiences, stays, and donations at 

both resorts helps fund the foundation, which 

also works to protect herds still living in the 

wild. Asian elephants are listed as endangered 

on the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature’s Red List of Threatened Species; 

estimates of Thailand’s wild population range 

between 2,000 and 4,000. 

The camp only employs “target training” – 

based on positive reinforcement and rewards 

rather than punishment – and holds annual 

workshops to teach this technique to other 

regional organizations. It also opposes the 

purchasing of elephants, a practice that’s 
Belmond’s Eastern & Oriental Express 

en route to Bangkok.

Clockwise from top: Poolside at Anantara, dragon fruit in Chiang Saen, and the  

Buddha contemplates the convergence of Thailand, Myanmar, and Laos at Sop Ruak.



iscoverD J
Explore the riches of Europe with a sumptuous villa vacation unlike any other. Finding the optimal villa for your needs

is easy with private rentals available throughout France, Greece, Ireland, Italy and Spain. Be it in an intimate cottage

with rustic charm, an up-scale retreat by the sea or a grandiose countryside estate, your vacation is sure to be nothing

short of remarkable. 

THE VILLA EXPERIENCE BY TRAVEL IMPRESSIONS

CALL YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR 

FOR RESERVATIONS.
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leading to the decline of wild populations. 

“We believe that the future of Thailand’s 

elephants is in the wild herd,” says biologist 

Sophie Bergin, the camp’s manager, during 

my visit with newborn Nong Sam. “The 

mother, Boon Jan, was pregnant 

when we rescued her from a 

camp in Chiang Mai, so we are 

making the best of that situation. 

Otherwise, we don’t believe in 

breeding programs or adding to 

the captive population; rather, 

we’d like to help provide a safe 

haven for those captive elephants 

that already exist.”

Back at our dinner party, when it’s time for 

dessert, Teang Moo, Lynchee, and Pleum dig 

in. Working with the elephants’ mahouts, I 

dole out bellyfuls of bananas while we 

talk about our respective families. “The 

elephants are my life,” one mahout tells 

me, adding that they’re just like people, that 

working with juveniles can be tough but 

rewarding, and that caring for the animals 

brings him joy. 

A full moon now sheds light on our scene 

as glowing prayer lanterns ascend into the sky, 

released from a nearby temple to commemorate 

Visakha Bucha. Celebrated across Thailand, the 

holiday honors the birth, enlightenment, and 

passing of the Buddha, who is believed to have 

been conceived when his mother dreamed of 

a white elephant that entered her womb after 

descending from heaven.

When at last it’s time to say good night, 

I climb into an open-air jeep, opting for 

a rear-facing seat to watch the 

dreamscape while driving away. 

As the mahouts and elephants 

make their way along jungle 

paths leading back to the 

village, it’s diffcult not to think 

about their shared history here 

in Thailand. Often praised in 

Buddhist scriptures for their 

composure and calm, and long 

associated with Thai royalty, elephants have 

ridden into battle with Siamese kings, 

served as beasts of burden, and suffered sad 

fates on city streets and at unprincipled 

camps. As organizations continue to 

grapple with the most ethical means of 

caring for captive pachyderms and the best 

way to save a dwindling wild population, 

the future of Thailand’s enduring icon 

surely hangs in the balance.

They’re sobering thoughts, especially after 

such a sublime stay. But as I watch these 

particular elephants and mahouts moseying 

through the moonlight, prayer lanterns 

still rising, it feels good knowing that both  

have found a place to call home.

Get Involved
To learn more about the 
Golden Triangle Asian 
Elephant Foundation 
and how you can lend 

a hand, visit www.
helpingelephants.org.

About to make a splash: Bath time at Anantara.

Please contact your 
Virtuoso Travel Advisor 

for reservations.

The only resort in 
St. Lucia overlooking the World 

Famous Pitons and the deep 
blue Caribbean waters, Ladera is 

the ultimate romantic retreat. 

Each of the resort’s iconic 
suites are purposely missing the 

fourth wall, rendering an over 
indulgence of these breathtaking 

views ahead. 

Unwind in the privacy of your in-
room pool or relax and enjoy a 

couple’s massage in the serenity 
of our tropical gardens.

SAINT LUCIA • WEST INDIES



Stonehenge, Wiltshire, England

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Azamara Club Cruises® is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines.

 ©2014 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta.

longer STAYS.more OVERNIGHTS.night TOURING.SM

VOYAGES THAT ROCK.
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STAY

All-inclusive programs at Anantara 

Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & 

Resort cover meals, select drinks, and in-

room minibars; tickets and transportation 

to the Hall of  Opium; one resort activity 

per day, including mahout training, a 

Thai cooking class, a spa treatment, 

or a three-country tour; and round-

trip airport transfers. From $1,076 per 

couple, per night; Virtuoso guests receive a 

complimentary 50-minute massage.

Copper bathtubs and explorer-themed 

antiques embellish 15 decadent tents 

at Four Seasons Tented Camp Golden 

Triangle. The resort’s three- and four-

night packages include meals and 

beverages, a spa treatment, airport 

transfers, guest activities at the 

elephant camp, and area excursions. 

From $2,188 per couple, per night; 

Virtuoso guests receive a $100 spa credit.

Bookend your Golden Triangle travels 

with stays at The Siam in Bangkok. 

Authentic muay thai classes, Thai 

massages at Opium Spa, and rambles 

through the city’s historic Dusit district 

highlight visits to the 38-suite boutique 

hotel, set on the Chao Phraya River. 

Doubles from $460; Virtuoso guests 

receive breakfast daily and a one-hour 

sunset cruise.

TOUR

Make merit at Bangkok’s Wat Pho, 

home to a 145-foot-long reclining 

Buddha. Visit ethnic hill tribes in Chiang 

Mai. Contemplate Chiang Saen’s stupas 

from your base at Anantara Golden 

Triangle. That’s just a sampling of  

what’s possible on a ten-day tailor-

made tour crafted by your travel advisor 

with one of  Virtuoso’s on-site experts. 

Departures: Any day through June 1, 

2016; from $6,195.  VT

Dream It Up 
Finding high adventure in Thailand.

Clockwise from top: An Anantara Suite, “roughing it” at Four Seasons  

Tented Camp, and a butler slips through The Siam’s lobby in Bangkok. 
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With its superb location on the  

tip of Mexico’s yucatan Peninsula, 

cancun boasts a year-round mild 

climate and gorgeous, warm, 

sandy white beaches washed by 

the caribbean sea.

C
an

cu
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CancunDiscover

cancun is located in the Mexican state of Quintana roo and is one of Mexico's and the caribbean’s top 

tourist destinations. Known all over the world for its spectacular beaches, unique beauty and breathtaking 

turquoise waters, cancun is a relaxing and fun destination for every kind of guest. in cancun, guests  

can enjoy a beautiful vacation, with all the services, activities and comforts a tourist could ask for.

call your virtuoso travel aDvisor for reservations.

Tours operated by Travel Impressions, Ltd. Travel Impressions materials (including, but not limited to, names, trademark, service marks, logos, marketing materials, etc.) shall not be used, reproduced, transmitted 
or distributed in any way, except with the express written consent of Travel Impressions. CST #2029006-20, IOWA #758, NEVADA #2004-0029, Washington UBI #602 425 801. JC163-14_VK_10.14.14

LIVE IT TO BELIEVE IT 
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TRIPS, TIPS, AND 

TOOLS FOR BETTER 

GLOBE-TROTTING  

IN THE NEW YEAR.

BY SUSAN HANSON
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CHECK THE SEVENTH  

CONTINENT OFF MY WISH LIST

Of the world’s billion annual tourists, less than .004 

percent will set foot on the White Continent of Antarctica. 

Become a member of  this very cool club on a  

14-day adventure with Lindblad Expeditions aboard the 

102-passenger National Geographic Orion or 148-passenger 

Explorer. An exclusive partnership with National Geographic 

brings noted photographers, naturalists, and scientists 

on board each voyage. Departures: Multiple dates January 7 

through December 27, 2015; from $12,350. 

1

In the floe: Cruising the 

Antarctic Peninsula aboard 

National Geographic Explorer.
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MAKE NEW FRIENDS
Traveling solo is the ultimate “me” 
time, offering you the chance to 
satisfy whims, stretch limits, and learn 
something new. Yet solo travelers 
don’t have to go it alone. Small-group 
escorted journeys, such as those 
offered by Travcoa, allow individual 
explorers to heed the call of  adventure 
and head off  the beaten path, all while 
meeting fellow travelers who share 
common interests. (Another benefit: 
built-in dinner companions with whom 
to try the local cuisine.) For 2015, we 
highly suggest a 17-day journey across 
South India and Sri Lanka that includes 
boating through the lush Kerala 
backwaters and watching firewalkers at 
a Puja ceremony in Kandy. Departures: 
Multiple dates February 14 through 
November 21, 2015; from $13,175 
(including single supplement and internal 
air transfers). 

TRAVEL

R
E

SOLU TION
S

2015

3

Yes, it’s on your list every year, but this time you mean it. Kick-start the 
New Year at Canyon Ranch in Lenox, Massachusetts. The 126-room all-
inclusive resort has packed its January schedule with everything from 
Wallyball and Zumba classes to fencing lessons and indoor cycling with 
musical themes. From $2,990 per person, per three-night package (sharing 
accommodations); Virtuoso guests receive a room upgrade, if available, and 
a $50 Health & Healing credit. The Jumpstart to a Healthier Life five-day 
intensive program focuses on all aspects of  wellness – including nutrition, 
stress management, even navigating life transitions – in a supportive group 
environment. Available January 4 through 8, 2015; from $2,378 per person, 
per package (sharing accommodations). Guests who are new to Canyon Ranch 
can save 20 percent off  a three-night or longer stay at its Lenox location 
from January 1 through December 23, 2015. 

2 GET 
HEALTHIER

ADVISOR 
TIP

“Canyon Ranch in Lenox 
features a full men’s 

spa menu, making it a 
good choice for couples. 

Activities include 
everything from mountain 
biking and canoe trips to 

a zip-lining course.”  
– Kay Merrill

Larkspur, California

Striking poses and (below) back to 
nature at Canyon Ranch in Lenox.

Firewalkers in Kandy and (below) a 
houseboat on the Kerala backwaters.
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In our increasingly interconnected 

world, raising children to be global 

citizens can be crucial not only to their 

future success, but that of  the world, as 

well. Travel, by its very nature, fosters 

compassion along with an incomparable 

knowledge and understanding of  foreign 

cultures, as well as the ability to adapt in 

unfamiliar situations, providing children 

with an unmatched advantage in school, 

the workplace, and the international 

community. Now, more than ever, is 

the time to talk with your advisor about 

mapping out a multiyear plan for the 

best way to spend your children’s school 

holidays and summer vacations before 

they leave home. 

A great place to start: the Peruvian 

Amazon, where International Expe-

ditions has built water-treatment 

plants for villagers, supports rain-

forest schools, and funds a garden 

project in which local children harvest 

vegetables while learning about 

conservation. Travelers of  all ages 

can take part in these efforts while 

spending three nights cruising the 

Amazon River, along with one night in 

a rain-forest lodge to experience life 

amid the jungle canopy. Departures: 

June 12 and 16, 2015; from $3,398.
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LEARN A NEW 

LANGUAGE

Speaking the local lingo – 

even a few basic phrases 

– opens you to new 

perspectives, improves 

your understanding, and 

lets you fully appreciate 

a foreign destination 

and its culture. These 

smartphone apps make 

it easy to learn on the go:

Duolingo

Earn points, hop levels, 

and race against the 

clock in this iOS app 

that turns learning a new 

language into a game. 

www.duolingo.com.

Memrise

Fun, creative memes 

(think Cat Spanish) 

help you acquire new 

language skills; available 

for Android and iPhone. 

www.memrise.com.

Rosetta Stone Travel

Lesson snippets and 

a built-in phrase book 

highlight this iOS app 

from the language-

software pioneers.  

www.rosettastone.com.

64
EXPAND MY 

CHILDREN’S 

WORLDVIEW 

SPEND MORE TIME WITH MY FAMILY

According to the U.S. Travel Association, more than 40 percent of  

Americans left vacation days on the table in 2014. Adventures by 

Disney makes it easy to put an end to this phenomenon with four-

day long-weekend getaways in iconic U.S. locales such as Nashville. 

Tour RCA Studio B, catch a gig at the famous Bluebird Cafe, and go 

backstage at the Grand Ole Opry. Departures: Multiple dates June 4 

through September 24, 2015; from $2,269 per adult and $2,149 per child.5

School’s in 

session along the 

Amazon River.

Kidding around at the Grand Ole 

Opry and (right) RCA Studio B.



Set sail this winter out of Port Canaveral and Miami, Florida.

Want to add some sunshine to your winter vacation? How about a tropical 

sailing aboard Disney Cruise Line? On board, you’ll discover something 

enchanting for every member of your crew. Including relaxing adult areas, 

magical kids' clubs and quality time for the whole family. 

Warm up your winter with 

a magical Disney Cruise.

To book your magical Disney cruise vacation, 

contact your Virtuoso travel advisor today!
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ADVISOR 

TIPS

Turn off your phone’s push 

notifications for social media 

apps during meals.

Establish a “no phones in the 

bedroom” policy.

Mark your calendars for 

the 2015 National Day of 

Unplugging (March 6).

3 DAILY DETOX DO’S

“Amangiri in southern 

Utah’s desert offers 

open-roof suites with 

daybeds that are perfect 

for stargazing.”  

– Shelby Donley

Phoenix, Arizona 

“The two-bedroom (and 

two-pool!) Gwyneth 

Paltrow Suite at the 

Capri Palace Hotel & 

Spa features a ceiling 

window that opens 

above the bed so you can 

admire the night skies.” 

– Jack Ezon

New York City

FaceTime calls and constant e-mails do not a 

vacation make. The 155-room Four Seasons 

Resort Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo 

encourages its guests to unplug, if  only for a 

day, and turn over their cell phones for 24 hours 

(safely locked away, of  course). The resort, in 

turn, provides a booklet with 24 things to do that 

don’t require digital technology; salsa dance 

classes and a sunset catamaran cruise top our 

list. Doubles from $450; Virtuoso guests receive 

breakfast daily and a $100 resort credit.

8 DIGITALLY DETOX

Few experiences connect us with nature like a night 

under the stars at sea. The lapping waves lull you to 

sleep, blanketed in the spangled skies above. SeaDream 

Yacht Club lets guests sleep on deck, offering turndown 

service with a duvet and choice of pillows for its outdoor 

Balinese Dream Beds. Get starry eyed during an eight-day 

Caribbean cruise round-trip from Bridgetown, Barbados, 

on the 110-passenger SeaDream II; ask for the oversize 

forward bed. Departure: April 11, 2015; from $4,499.

7 SLEEP UNDER 
THE STARS

Lucky stars: Drifting 

off in a Balinese 

Dream Bed.

Getting

away from

it all, Four    

Seasons-style.

Rate quoted is per person, land only, based on double occupancy 
unless otherwise stated. Rate valid for departure 2/18/15. Rates for 
other travel dates may vary. Rates, terms, conditions and itinerary 
are subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. Rate shown 
includes government-imposed fees and taxes. Rate is current as 
of 10/10/14; at the time you purchase your package, rates may be 
higher. For current prices, please see http://www.pleasantholidays.
com. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort 
or facility fees payable directly to the hotel operator at check-out; 
such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Virtuoso 

Amenities: Subject to availability. Limit $50 per bedroom daily for 
breakfast; valid on in-room dining or at Cane & Canoe. Not combinable 
with other offers. Not responsible for errors or omissions. [Pleasant 
Holidays acts only as an agent for the various travel providers shown 
above.] CST# 1007939-10. UBI# 601 915 263. TAR# 5308. Copyright 
© 2014 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

For reservations, please call your 

Virtuoso Travel Advisor.

Discover the best Maui 

has to offer at

Montage Kapalua Bay   

5 NIGHTS  from 

$3533
One-Bedroom Garden View Suite. 
Includes 5 nights’ accommodation, 

taxes and more 
PLUS Kids 17 & younger stay FREE!

VIRTUOSO AMENITIES INCLUDE: 
Complimentary room upgrade, 

daily breakfast, $150 spa credit 
and welcome amenity.

A SUITE 
Escape 
to Maui



Come, learn 
more about 
Dubai. 
www.defnitelydubai.com

There’s a new experience waiting for you every  

day in Dubai. Spectacular shopping, culinary  

celebrations, treasured traditions and exciting  

adventures can be found in one of the most  

cosmopolitan cities in the world.
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UPDATE MY LUGGAGE

CRUISE WITH A 
MASTER CHEF
Oceania Cruises brings 

celebrity chef  Jacques Pépin

aboard the 1,250-passenger 

Riviera next summer for a 

ten-day voyage between 

Lisbon and Rome. Guests 

can share in an 80th 

birthday celebration for 

Pépin, who will offer cooking 

demonstrations in Riviera’s 

Bon Appétit Culinary Center, 

book signings, and special 

signature menus throughout 

the ship, including the first 

restaurant to bear his name 

at sea (or land, for that 

matter). Departure: July 7, 

2015; from $4,299.

109

“Have your travel advisor 

reserve a spot in the Bon 

Appétit Culinary Center

as soon as possible, as 

classes sell out quickly and 

there’s only room for 

24 participants.”

– Jon Sutter

Sarasota, Florida

ADVISOR 

TIP

HIS
Assemble a well-rounded bag 

of tricks for your next journey.

1. Filson Sportsman bag, $325, www.filson.com

2. This Is Ground Traveler Mod leather 

organizer and iPad Mini case, $250, 

www.thisisground.com

3. Archival waxed canvas trail cap, $46, 

www.archivalclothing.com

While world travel can be tough on luggage, today’s 

hard-side suitcases are up to the challenge. 

HERS
Choose something cool, something cozy, 

and the best bag to hold it all.

1. Frends with Benefits Taylor headphones, 

$199, www.nordstrom.com

2. Tabula Rasa Isoline cashmere pillow and 

blanket travel set (with black cotton carrying 

case), $490, www.tabularasa-ny.com

3. Cuyana leather tote, $150, www.cuyana.com

Samsonite Black Label

20-inch Firelite spinner, 

$465, www.samsonite.com

Tumi 22-inch Tegra-Lite 

International expandable 

carry-on, $695, www.tumi.com

Hartmann 30-inch 

Herringbone spinner, $500, 

www.hartmann.com

PACKING THE PERFECT CARRY-ON

1. 2.

2.

3.

3.

1.



EASTERN CARIBBEAN

7 Days • Norwegian Escape

Departs 11/14/15, 11/28/15, 12/12/15, 
12/26/15

Miami • St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands • 
Tortola, British Virgin Islands • Nassau, 
Bahamas • Miami

Balcony fares from $869

Haven Suite fares from $2,729

WESTERN CARIBBEAN

7 Days • Norwegian Getaway

Departs 11/22/15, 12/6/15, 12/20/15

Miami • Great Stirrup Cay, Bahamas • 
Ocho Rios, Jamaica • George Town, Grand 
Cayman • Cozumel, Mexico • Miami

Balcony fares from $799

Haven Suite fares from $2,539

2015 IS YOUR YEAR TO 

         CRUISE LIKE A NORWEGIAN 

M
ake 2015 your year to see what everyone’s raving about aboard Norwegian Getaway or discover 

the new Norwegian Escape. Stroll The Waterfront and stop for a delicious treat or gourmet meal. 

Take in a hit Broadway show, then raise a toast with a Gabriel Orta-inspired cocktail. Book a Suite or Villa 

in The Haven to enjoy VIP privileges!

Book with your Virtuoso travel advisor to receive $50 per stateroom Onboard Credit!

M I A M I   S T.  T H O M A S   O C H O  R I O S   G E O R G E  T O W N   T O R T O L A   C O Z U M E L   N A S SA

The Haven by 
Norwegian®

• Suites and Villas among 
the largest at sea

• Access to a secluded courtyard 
with pool and sundeck

• Exclusive dining options

• Pre-cruise concierge service

• Reserved seating for 
shows and more

Offer is based on availability, is capacity controlled, applies to select sailings and combinability with other offers is subject to change or cancellation at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line’s 

1st and 2nd guest on the reservation and may not be used towards service charges. Offer is available for all categories, including Suites and Villas. Onboard Credit is non-refundable, non-
transferable and has no cash value. Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso 

discretion. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing. Onboard Credit is in U.S. Dollars, per stateroom, applies to the 

are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2014 NCL Corporation Ltd.are not responsible for typographical errors or omissions. Ships’ registry: BAHAMAS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ©2014 NCL Corporation Ltd.

Offer is based on availability, is capacity controlled, applies to select sailings and combinability with other offers is subject to change or cancellation at any time per Norwegian Cruise Line’s 

1st and 2nd guest on the reservation and may not be used towards service charges. Offer is available for all categories, including Suites and Villas. Onboard Credit is non-refundable, non-
transferable and has no cash value. Government taxes and fees, and onboard service charges are additional. Other restrictions and fuel supplement charge may apply. Norwegian and Virtuoso 

discretion. Fares are cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and current at time of printing. Onboard Credit is in U.S. Dollars, per stateroom, applies to the 
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Stretching some 1,400 miles off  northeastern Australia, comprising an area larger 

than Arizona, and hosting a community of  more than 11,000 species, the UNESCO-

designated Great Barrier Reef  is truly one of  the world’s greatest wonders, as well as 

one of  its most delicate ecosystems. For nearly 10,000 years, coral colonies have joined 

together here to form the planet’s largest such reef  system, yet the ocean’s acidification, 

along with rising temperatures and other factors, is threatening its future. 

Devoted to saving fragile marine environments such as the Great Barrier Reef, Jean-

Michel Cousteau has partnered with Islands in the Sun to create vacations that reveal his 

favorite South Pacific dive sites while spotlighting the ocean’s importance to our planet. 

Four nights in Cairns allow you to explore up to three different reef  sites, as well as visit 

both the Daintree Rainforest and Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park for bush food and 

didgeridoo demonstrations. A percentage of  sales will be donated to Cousteau’s Ocean 

Futures Society. Departures: Any day through March 31, 2015; from $1,099.

How can travel help bring awareness to the 

state of our oceans?

“Tourism is one of the biggest industries on 

the planet, so we have a huge opportunity and 

responsibility to communicate our message 

of conservation to travelers, especially young 

people, the decision makers of tomorrow. The 

more people travel, the more they will take care 

of our world.”

How will your partnership with Islands in the 

Sun help the Great Barrier Reef?

“By providing opportunities for people to get wet, 

to experience the beauty and fragility of coral reefs 

as they are guided by educated naturalists, we 

inspire travelers to become ambassadors for the 

planet, and to help protect precious places like the 

Great Barrier Reef.” 

As your children, nephew, and niece follow in 

your family’s mission to protect the oceans, 

are you hopeful about the conditions they’ll 

experience in the future?

“I really believe we’re heading in the right 

direction. My father [famed explorer Jacques] 

would be very proud to see that he has connected 

with the third generation of Cousteaus and that 

they are doing their part to help. It’s a bit of a joke, 

but my grandson Felix, who is now two-and-a-half, 

was born underwater.”

Q&A: Jean-Michel Cousteau
Explorer, environmentalist, and educator Jean-Michel 

Cousteau has been shining a spotlight on the world’s 

oceans for more than five decades. Cousteau believes 

travel can play a major role in saving them.

To learn more about Jean-Michel Cousteau and his Ocean Futures Society, visit www.oceanfutures.org.

11 DIVE THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

Heart Reef, part of 

Australia’s Great  

Barrier system,  

seen from above.

• 7 TO 28 night sailings

• Authentic Sailing adventures

• 170 or 227 pampered

• All the amenities of a mega yacht

• International cuisine & fine wines

• Casual relaxed ambiance

• Full range of water sports

contact your virtuoso Travel Advisor

to learn more about star clippers

VOYAGE
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For additional tips, and to view the winning pics from our  

2014 Virtuoso travel advisor photo contest, see page 26.  

Your name here: Start your wine label at 
Villa del Quar’s vineyard.

At the 25-room Hotel Villa del Quar 

in Verona, Italy, guests can adopt 

a row of  grapes in its surrounding 

vineyards and assist in pruning, 

harvesting, or pressing, as well as 

learn the proper way 

to store and serve 

their future yield 

– 294 custom-

labeled bottles, 

the equivalent 

of  a barrel of  

the estate’s rich 

seven-varietal blend. 

This seven-day program 

for two also features a tasting dinner 

at Arquade restaurant and a hands-

on cooking class where you’ll learn 

to prepare dishes that complement 

your vino. From $31,300 per couple; 

Virtuoso guests receive breakfast daily 

and a round of golf, including greens 

fees and cart.

12
MAKE MY  
OWN WINE

13
TAKE BETTER TRAVEL PICS

These products will help you shoot frame-worthy photos in a snap. 

Going underwater or 

on an over-the-top 

adventure? Consider 

a Canon PowerShot 

D30, which dives to 82 

feet and has built-in 

GPS for tagging your 

photos. $330; www.

usa.canon.com.

Be ready to shoot at a 

moment’s notice with 

a BlackRapid camera 

strap. From $40. Add 

the ProtectR steel cable 

perimeter for greater 

peace of  mind. $25; 

www.blackrapid.com.

The Nikon Coolpix 

P520 comes with in-

camera image editing 

and a 42x long-range 

zoom for getting in 

nice and tight. $380; 

www.nikonusa.com. 

Photojojo’s iPhone Lens Dial includes a fish-eye, wide- 
angle, and telephoto lens in one sturdy case for $179.

Relying on your smartphone’s camera? Photojojo 

offers a variety of  add-on lenses (macro, wide 

angle, telephoto) to enhance your images. From 

$20; www.photojojo.com.

Wide-angle Telephoto Fish-eye



ADVENT UROUS

             meet EXQUISITE

* Fares are based on Promo RH. Featured fares are per person, may vary by sailing date, based on double occupancy, are capacity controlled and are subject to change without prior notice, 
cruise or Land+Sea Journeys only. Fares are in U.S. dollars. All savings amounts are included in the fares shown. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are additional and range from $217.66 to 
$382.09. Subject to availability. For more information about our stateroom categories and suite descriptions, to view deck plans and for full terms and conditions applicable to your cruise, 
please refer to hollandamerica.com or the appropriate Holland America brochure. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modifed or withdrawn without prior notice. Other restrictions 
may apply. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

spacious, elegant ships ■ gracious, award-winning service 

worldwide itineraries ■ extensive activities and enrichment 

programs ■ sophisticated five-star dining

Explore a world  
that’s uniquely  
Holland America Line

We take you to extraordinary places
in incomparable comfort

7-Day Alaskan Explorer
ms Westerdam                           Ocean-view from

5/9/15 $1,099
Roundtrip Seattle 

Virtuoso Amenity– up to $75  

Onboard Credit per stateroom

7-Day Inside Passage
ms Noordam                              Ocean-view from

5/16/15 $1,099
Roundtrip Vancouver 

Virtuoso Amenity– up to $50  

Onboard Credit per stateroom

14-Day Alaskan Explorer
ms Statendam                            Ocean-view from

5/18/15 $2,199
Roundtrip Seattle 

Virtuoso Amenity– up to $100  

Onboard Credit per stateroom

7-Day Glacier  
Discovery Northbound
ms Oosterdam                           Ocean-view from

5/24/15 $2,199
Vancouver  to Seward (Anchorage) 

Virtuoso Amenity– up to $50  

Onboard Credit per stateroom

Contact your  

Virtuoso Travel Advisor
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Low-risk travelers can leave their shoes  

on and long security lines behind at  

select U.S. airports with TSA PreCheck, an 

expedited airport screening process for pre-

approved participants. 

Details are at www.tsa.

gov/tsa-precheck. You 

may be eligible for TSA 

PreCheck through your 

frequent flyer program; 

have your travel advisor 

check with your airline.

Those travelers taking part 

in the U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection’s Global Entry program 

can bypass long customs lines as well, by 

using automated kiosks at select airports 

for reentry to the U.S. after international 

flights. The program also provides expedited 

entry benefits in other countries. For more 

information, visit www.cbp.gov.  VT

SOAR OVER THE MASAI MARA 
A sunrise hot-air balloon ride adds an ethereal quality to 

Kenya’s Masai Mara. The vast, glimmering plains below teem 

with wildlife, all in total silence save the sound of  the balloon’s 

blaze. Micato Safaris offers the experience on a 15-day East 

Africa journey that has guests meeting with the local Masai 

people and breaking bread at the home of  Micato’s founders. 

Departures: Multiple dates January 4 through December 27, 2015; 

from $19,380 (including internal air transfers). 14

15

“Upon landing in L.A. after a 

recent flight from New Zealand, I 

had the option of  two connections 

back home: one at noon and 

one at midnight. I booked the 

earlier flight, knowing that I’d only 

have 1.5 hours to get through 

customs, walk five terminals, 

and reenter security. Thanks to 

the Global Entry program and 

TSA PreCheck, though, I sailed 

through monstrous lines and 

made it to my gate with time to 

spare! Arriving home for dinner 

with my family was well worth the 

$100 application fee.”       

– Louisa Gehring

Cincinnati, Ohio

ADVISOR 

TIP

SPEED THROUGH 
THE AIRPORT

A zeal of zebras and 

(right) a traditional 

Masai man.  

Where in Our 
World would you 

Like to go?

Ask Your Virtuoso Travel Advisor 

for a 

Custom Designed Pampered Adventure
by ladatco tours 

• Argentina • Belize • Bolivia • Brazil • Chile • Colombia •

• Costa Rica • Ecuador • El Salvador • Guatemala • 

• Honduras • Nicaragua • Panama • Paraguay • Peru •   

• Uruguay • Antarctica • Falkland Islands •

Peru

Chile

Galapagos

Antarctica

Brazil



LIVE ANOTHER DAY, 007-STYLE 
Channel your inner James Bond at GoldenEye Hotel & Resort in Oracabessa Bay, Jamaica. 

Exuding a relaxed island vibe, this paradisiacal setting is primed for your own adventures, whether 

you’re fishing at dawn with local anglers, indulging in a signature Cooling Ocean Scrub at FieldSpa, 

sipping a sunset cocktail at the Bizot Bar, or dining above the secluded seawater lagoon at the 

Gazebo restaurant. 

Available until December 14, 2014. Virtuoso rates from $740 per room, per night. Virtuoso guests receive a 

$120 resort credit, fruit basket upon arrival, breakfast daily, and a room upgrade, if available.

PARIS PLEASURES, 4TH NIGHT FREE
Presiding gracefully over the sixth arrondisement, close to Boulevard Saint-Germain and the 

Luxembourg Gardens, the 28-room Esprit Saint Germain boasts some of the most incredible 

views of the city and an intimate boutique-style ambience. Guestrooms are decadent, yet 

decidedly cozy, many with timbered ceilings, complimentary minibars, and private terraces.

Available until March 31, 2015. Virtuoso rates from EUR 1,350 (approx. $1,686) per room for four nights. 

Virtuoso guests receive their fourth night free, American breakfast daily, complimentary lobby bar and in-room 

minibar, WiFi access, wine and local snacks once during stay, and more. 

CHOOSE YOUR 123GO!SM OFFER ON 2015 CRUISES 
Choose from three exciting offers on 2015 sailings with Celebrity Cruises! Book an Ocean View 

or Veranda room and select between onboard credit, Classic Beverage Package for two, or Free 

Gratuities for two. Book a Europe sailing and choose two offers! Book Concierge Class or above 

and receive all three offers! Plus, third and fourth guests enjoy additional amenities.

Book by January 4, 2015. Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for fares and departure dates. On select sailings, 

Virtuoso guests also receive $150 onboard credit for AquaClass staterooms and Suites; up to $100 onboard 

credit and two-category upgrade (if available) for all other categories.

BAROQUE ENCHANTMENT: 2-FOR-1 EUROPEAN CRUISING

Join Virtuoso Voyager Club and Regent Seven Seas Cruises® for a 10-night classic European 

voyage from Stockholm to Copenhagen, taking in the fabled history of St. Petersburg (where you’ll 

spend two nights), Riga, Berlin, and more. Call today for 2-for-1 cruise fares, free round-trip air, 

luxury hotel package, free specialty dining, free unlimited shore excursions, and much more.

Seven Seas Voyager® departs June 26, 2015. Book by March 31, 2015. Virtuoso fares from $9,799 per person. 

Virtuoso amenities include a private cocktail reception and shore event.

BEAUTIES OF THE BLACK SEA 
Venture along the storied coastline of the Black Sea, round-trip from Istanbul, visiting Bulgaria 

and Romania along the way. Your gracious host, Seabourn, allows no more than 229 guests on its 

ships, paving the way for an intimate, club-like ambience as you explore the classics of Europe.

Seabourn Odyssey departs September 12, 2015. Book by September 12, 2015. Virtuoso fares from $3,999 per 

person for seven days. Virtuoso guests also receive Virtuoso Voyager Club amenities: a private cocktail reception 

and exclusive shore event.

MEDITERRANEAN MAGIC: SPA TREATMENTS, DINNER FOR TWO

Heed the call of the Mediterranean and set sail with Royal Caribbean International round-trip 

from Barcelona. If you act now, you’ll receive the second fare half off and a 50 percent reduced 

deposit. Dip in and out of endlessly fascinating cities, including Marseilles, Florence, and Rome.

Allure of the Seas departs August 23, 2015. Book by December 31, 2014. Virtuoso fares from $3,098.50 per 

person. Virtuoso guests receive a specialty dinner for two and, if staying in a Junior Suite or higher category, a 

spa treatment for one.

VIRTUOSO TRAVELER     EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
PROMOTION
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The Big Picture

Dressed to chill: Layered up 

outside Québec City’s ice hotel. 

DO IT 

Send your best travel shots to editors@virtuoso.com 

for a chance to be featured in Virtuoso Traveler. 

Located in Québec City’s Old Port, 

Auberge Saint-Antoine boasts an 

illustrious history, with artifacts dating 

back to the seventeenth century. Com-

prising several buildings with original 

beams and stone floors, the boutique 

hotel features 95 rooms and suites with 

contemporary furnishings and Bose 

sound systems. Local growers and an 

on-site organic garden supply produce 

for the restaurant’s seasonal cuisine. 

Doubles from $187; Panorama Suite from 

$893; Virtuoso guests receive breakfast 

daily and a $100 dining credit.

ADVISOR TIP

“While you can spend the night 

in Hôtel de Glace (in a mummy-

type sleeping bag), you’ll be 

much more comfortable at 

Auberge Saint-Antoine, where 

I arranged the Fullers’ stay. 

The rooms are to die for. My 

favorite: the 750-square-foot 

Panorama Suite, which offers 

spectacular views of the Saint 

Lawrence River.”

– ARLENE FEEN 

 Miami, Florida

CELEBRATING ITS FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY

in 2015, Québec City’s Hôtel de Glace is 

North America’s first and only ice hotel. The 

ethereal structure, constructed anew each 

winter from ice and snow, attracts visitors 

(and some intrepid overnight guests) during a 

three-month life span that commences in early 

January. Virtuoso traveler Jeannette Fuller of  

Boca Raton, Florida, captured this shot of  her 

bundled-up husband outside the ephemeral 

landmark last year. Jeannette describes their 

behind-the-scenes tour, a gift from travel advisor 

Arlene Feen, as “the adventure of  a lifetime.” 

It’s an experience no one should miss, she says. 

“But wear at least two pairs of  wool socks!”

Travelers share favorite photos from 
their vacations around the world. 

Here, chilling out in Québec.  
  By Anita Carmin

VIRTUOSO 
COMMUNITY



Gateway to the Divine
As a symbol of purity for over 800 years, the torii to Itsukushima 
shrine cleanses all who pass through. Opening onto one
of Japan’s most stunning locations, where architecture 
pays equal tribute to the spiritual and natural worlds, 
Miyajima is truly the land of the divine.

facebook.com/visitjapan twitter.com/visit_japan pinterest.com/visitjapanusa www.japantravelinfo.com

Miyajima



Helping you plan a lifetime  
of extraordinary trips.

......................2012...........................2013...........................2014...........................2015..........................2016.........................

www.virtuoso.com

Just as your financial advisor ensures your return on investment, your Virtuoso® travel advisor ensures  
your RETURN on LIFE®. From weekend getaways to longer vacations, they collaborate with you on all of your  

travel dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifetime, it’s about a lifetime of extraordinary trips.

If you do not currently work with a Virtuoso affiliated travel advisor,  
you can meet your match at www.virtuoso.com. 

The world’s finest travel agencies and advisors are Virtuoso.

Virtuoso®

Getting you the most RETURN on LIFE®.


