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Shades of blue:
Respite by the sea.
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Six Senses
Ninh Van Bay, Vietnam.

BEACH BREAKS
Whenever you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for
inspiration and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now.
For close-to-home escapes or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable holiday.
Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands,
perks, and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.

Viking Growing Into The Future
More than 20 years ago, Viking’s groundbreaking approach to river cruising set the
standard for the competition and today we
continue to lead the way into the future.
First, we invented modern river cruising
with a fleet of 70 ships on the waterways
of the world. Then, we redefined ocean
cruising with nine ships cruising the globe,
recognised as the leader in small ship ocean
cruising. In 2022, with the launch of two
expedition ships built specifically to explore
the world's most remote destinations, we
are once again changing the face of cruising.

Viking is committed to the development
of the cruising industry and with eight
new vessels scheduled to join the
world’s newest and most modern fleet
between 2021 and 2023, we truly are
leading the way into the future.
Destination focused, culturally enriching
and recognised as “The Thinking Person’s
Cruise”, discover what makes us the
world’s leading small ship cruise line.
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While the world has changed in ways that we never could have imagined, our passion
for travel and new destinations and experiences remains the same. We have released
a range of new destinations and itineraries for 2022 and 2023, on the newest ships
in our fleet, to make sure that your passion for travel is met – and exceeded. With
our generous Risk-Free Guarantee and savings of up to $5,600 now available –
there has never been a better time to lock in a journey to look forward to.

Viking Aton

Viking Saigon

Viking Aton is a brand new sister ship to Viking Osiris, the most
upscale ship in Egypt. Specifically built to navigate the Nile,
she is a state-of-the-art vessel, designed in the same clean,
elegant aesthetic for which Viking is known. Accommodating
just 82 guests, she offers the ultimate in comfort.

Viking Saigon, navigating the stretches of the Mekong
River will allow guests to explore one of the world's
most scenic regions in comfort with outdoor verandas,
hotel-style beds and public areas bathed in light, offering
panoramic views of your surroundings.

Viking Aton will cruise into the heart of Egypt from
September 2022.

Setting sail in September 2021, Viking Saigon will be the
most modern vessel on the Mekong.

PHARAOHS & PYRAMIDS | 12 DAYS

MAGNIFICENT MEKONG | 15 DAYS

Cairo – Cairo
From

$7,295pp in Standard stateroom

Hanoi – Ho Chi Minh City or vice versa
From

$6,495pp in French Balcony

subject to availability. These offers are valid on new bookings only made by 30 April 2021 unless sold out prior. For full terms and conditions visit vikingcruises.com.au

“Itineraries are developed with the curious,
experienced traveller in mind - and once onboard,
every detail of the Viking ships has been designed
to enhance and enrich the travel experience.”
— Michael McHugh, Mindfood Magazine

W H AT V IK ING IS NOT
We do not try to be all things to all people — which means we can focus on delivering meaningful experiences,
tailored to you. While most cruise lines are building bigger and more over-the-top ships, offering a multitude
of experiences to a broad spectrum of ages, we provide you with all that you need, and nothing you don’t.
• No casinos
• No children under 18
• No crowds
• No inside staterooms
• No umbrella drinks
• No photographers
• No art auctions

• No charge for beer & wine
with lunch & dinner

• No charge for alternative
restaurants

• No charge for Wi-Fi
• No charge for use of selfservice laundry

• No entrance fee for The Spa
• No spa sales pressure
• No smoking
• No waiting in lines
• No formal nights, butlers, or
white gloves

• No nickel-and-diming

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BEGIN YOUR VIKING JOURNEY
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Covid-19 has changed the way we travel. We hope this issue inspires you to plan for future adventures and serves as a reminder that Virtuoso
advisors stay up to date on current restrictions and health and safety protocols you’ll encounter when you’re ready and able to travel.
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Editor’s Note

WHERE WE’RE GOING –
WHEN WE CAN

Keep
Dreaming

“M

Y PASSPORT MUST

(ELAINE SRNKA) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT

think I’m in jail,” a
friend quipped recently. And it’s true:
This issue of Virtuoso Life normally
celebrates warm-weather getaways
that beckon with sandy beaches in
faraway places. Our new normal,
however, requires a bit more imagination and foresight when it comes
to pandemic planning. Even though restrictions and regulations may
ground us now, we strive to keep our eyes (and yours) on the horizon. We
hope our editorial lineup inspires you to look ahead to future getaways
when you can finally break out those passports once again.
Until then, we encourage you to take pleasure in travel dreaming and
planning. In fact, studies show that the anticipation of something can be
(almost) as rewarding as the experience itself. At Virtuoso, we believe
that travel is one of the only things you can buy that makes you richer –
so you might say that just looking forward to a future trip is happiness in
the bank. And there’s a practical reason to plan now: pent-up demand. As
travellers around the world book ahead in record numbers, inventory and
availability for some cruise ships, tours, safaris, and hotels may become
limited. (Witness: Oceania’s 180-day 2023 world cruise sold out in just
one day in January.)
Now’s also the perfect time to start planning those more complex trips
with multiple stops or in more exotic locales. Some sites may impose
tighter restrictions or limit visitor capacity, which means it’s even more
important to rely on your Virtuoso advisor for guidance. Because travel
is about more than just the trip: It’s about hope for the future, the experiences you’ll have, and the memories you’ll make.

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT
esrnka@virtuoso.com

Our Aussie team weighs in with
their travel dreams.

• As soon as we can travel again, I’m
headed to New Zealand. I can’t wait
to get back and spend time with our
mates. I’m sure that a few days in
Queenstown can help fill the void of
lost travels – scenery, flavours, culture,
and adrenaline. – Michael Londregan,
senior vice president, global operations

• Japan ticks a lot of boxes with a
unique culture, amazing food, and
incredible history. Plus you can tie in a
trip to the ski fields too. For something
closer to home, the Larapinta Trek in
Comfort is high on my list. This desert
walk, just west of Alice Springs, is a
quintessentially Australian outback
walk with spectacular scenery. – Zoe
Dean, marketing manager, Australia
and New Zealand

• I would probably head to my spirit
home, British Columbia, Canada.
Summer or winter, the landscape is
breathtaking, whether you’re skiing
through the clouds or hiking in the
mountains. The whole region is a slice
of heaven. – Anna Davies, account
director, Australia and New Zealand

• I’m looking forward to travelling back
to Hong Kong, where I was fortunate
to live for five and a half years, to catch
up with friends and dine at some of my
favourite restaurants: Lung King Heen
(the Four Seasons Hong Kong’s Michelin three-star restaurant) and Zuma
(a stone’s throw from The Landmark
Mandarin Oriental). And let’s not forget
about adding to my wardrobe with
tax-free shopping. – Nicole Chalwell,
account director, member relations,
Australia and New Zealand
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PLAN YOUR RETURN TO TRAVEL

EXTRAORDINARY EXPEDITIONS
2021-2023 INAUGURAL SEASON ON SALE NOW

POLAR BEAR,
SVALBARD

HIKING IN PAAMIUT,
GREENLAND

KAYAKING IN THE
AMAZON

WHALE WATCHING
FROM ZODIAC, ANTARCTICA

KING PENGUINS,
SOUTH GEORGIA

Be among the first to experience Seabourn’s ultra-luxury expedition ships
and explore the world’s most coveted destinations.
SVALBARD | GREENLAND | AMAZON | ANTARCTICA | SOUTH GEORGIA | CANADIAN ARCTIC

Contact your Virtuoso Travel Advisor to begin your journey on the World’s Finest Ultra-Luxury
Cruise Line™. Book today to take advantage of Virtuoso Voyages amenities including:
Dedicated Onboard Host, Welcome Reception, and Exclusive Shore Experience.
We are staying atop COVID-19 health and safety protocols which may impact our voyages, and actual offerings may vary from
what is described in this advertisement.

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE
& STYLE

Cruising 16
Hotel News 18
Sustainable Travel 19

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Joel Centano and Elaine Glusac

JONATHAN COSH/VISUAL EYE

Caribbean Buzz
File for a future getaway: From Necker Island, his rebuilt, private-island resort in the British Virgin Islands, Richard Branson can
spy his newest villa venture, Moskito Island, three kilometres across the strait. The 50-hectare isle is home to ten estates set to
become available this fall. Open now, the oceanfront Branson Estate houses 11 bedrooms in three villas linked by raised wooden walkways: the central Headland House, with a wraparound infinity pool; the strandside Beach Villa; and the Bali-inflected Mangrove Villa.
In addition to the estate’s private beach, guests have access to the island’s communal Beach House, with its infinity pool, bar, two
Astroturf tennis courts, and equipment for paddleboarding, wakeboarding, kitesurfing, snorkelling, and diving. Chefs prepare meals
in the villas or at the Beach House (equipped with a pizza oven), and staff organise treasure hunts and beach Olympics for children
of all ages. Estate rental for up to 22 guests includes all meals and drinks and a rum tasting with the head chef.
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Passport

Around the World
in 26 Days

From left: Okayama, Japan; Rio’s Copacabana Beach; and the reconfigured 757 for Abercrombie & Kent’s jet trip.

Making up for a year of lockdowns, Abercrombie & Kent founder Geoffrey Kent will lead 48 travellers –
and a companion physician to ensure everyone’s health – on a new dash across four continents via a
private 757 outfitted with lie-flat seats. Departing from Seattle, the jet-setters will explore Japan, Laos,
and Vietnam; continue for a beach break in the Maldives; take in the less-touristed African countries of
Eritrea and Benin; then cross the Atlantic to Brazil before wrapping up with a Mardi Gras-style
send-off from New Orleans. Departure: 14 October.

SLOW-TRAVEL CHALLENGE By year’s end, the new England Coast Path will circumscribe the country with a 5,000-kilometre track – the
world’s longest coastal trail – hugging the shore for human-powered travel among Yorkshire cliffs, Norfolk dunes, and Dorset coves.
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(JAPAN) RICHARD HARKER, (BRAZIL) DABLDY/GETTY IMAGES,
(ENGLAND COAST PATH) VICTORIA ASHMAN/GETTY IMAGES

The Coast Path
in Devon.

GOODS TO GO

Benefit Bling
Australian jeweller Kate McCoy’s new 20-piece Nature’s
Treasury collection pays homage to Cambodia’s 15-tent
Shinta Mani Wild, gateway to a 350-hectare preserve in
South Cardamom National Park. Diamonds, rubies, and other
fine gems stud necklaces, earrings, bangles, and rings inspired
by the lush tropics. Proceeds help fund the Wildlife Alliance,
which protects the property from illegal logging and poaching.
naturestreasury.com.au.

OUT & ABOUT

GAME ON

Dinner with a view in
South Africa.

Travel less, see more: That’s the premise of andBeyond’s new weeklong safari programme in South Africa’s Phinda Private
Game Reserve. Rather than transiting from camp to camp in classic safari fashion, the itinerary has travellers roam the
vast 28,500-hectare preserve, exploring woodlands, grasslands, and wetlands in depth while based at the 23-room Phinda
Mountain Lodge. Game drives in a private vehicle to spot the “big five” are interspersed with bush walks, sleepovers under
the stars, sunrise trips to the wetlands of Maputaland, and visits to Zulu villages. Guests can participate in conservation
efforts such as rhino darting, and even scuba dive in the Indian Ocean’s Sodwana Bay.
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Bon Voyage

Watch an otherworldly
eclipse in Antarctica.

STAR TREK

This December, cruise the Southern Ocean to catch the solar eclipse.

Former NASA
astronaut Kathryn
Sullivan, the first
American woman to
walk in space, will sail
with 199 passengers
on board Le Lyrial during Abercrombie &
Kent’s 15-day expedition, which kicks off
with a welcome event
at Santiago’s Observatorio Astronómico
Andino. Departure: 28
November.

16
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Three Lindblad
Expeditions ships,
the 126-passenger
National Geographic
Endurance and Resolution and the 148-passenger Explorer, depart
for 24-day sailings off
South Georgia and
the Falklands, with
National Geographic
photographers on
board to share tips
for shooting a solar
eclipse. Departures: 17
and 18 November.

A 15-day eclipse
voyage – including
Zodiac expeditions
to spy humpback
whales, Weddell seals,
and Adélie penguins –
stars in the inaugural
season of Ponant’s
newest ship, the
270-passenger polar
vessel Commandant
Charcot. Departure:
30 November.

Award-winning
National Geographic
night-sky photographer Babak Tafreshi
and American Eclipse
author David Baron
will join Quark Expeditions’ 17-day roundtrip voyage from
Ushuaia, Argentina,
on the 172-passenger
World Explorer. Departure: 26 November.

Silversea’s 274-passenger Silver Wind
sets sail from Buenos
Aires on a 22-day
cruise that skirts
Argentina’s Puerto
Madryn (famous for
whale-watching); the
254-passenger Silver
Cloud will chart a condensed 11-day course
that includes a visit
to Pendulum Cove’s
geothermal waters.
Departures: 20 and 30
November.

IMAGE PROFESSIONALS GMBH/ALAMY

Penguins and leopard seals aren’t the White Continent’s only draw this year: Travellers can witness a total solar
eclipse, only visible in Antarctica, at 7:34 am on 4 December. As the moon blocks out the sun, the corona will hang low
over the horizon of icebergs suddenly gone dark for a celestial phenomenon that won’t occur again until April 2024.
Here, highlights of solar eclipse sailings.

Centre Stage
This August, Holland America Line will reveal its new flagship vessel, the 2,668-passenger
Rotterdam. Spacious entertainment venues include the World Stage – featuring a 270-degree LED
screen backdrop – and the new Rolling Stone Rock Room for live music. The ship’s seven-day maiden
voyage from Trieste to Rome hits Med favourites: Cruisers can sample local cheese and maraschino
liqueur in Zadar, Croatia’s Old Town; shop for craft jewellery made from gold, shells, and lava in
Taormina, Italy; and more. Inaugural departure: 1 August.

A preview of the Rotterdam
(top) and the Maria Theresa
navigates a bend.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Break out the Santa hats and mulled wine: Uniworld Boutique River Cruises will give a nod to Europe’s much-loved
Christmas markets, many of which sat out the 2020 festive period, by bringing back the season with two eight-day sailings aboard the Maria Theresa, decked in full festive regalia. Expect an onboard Christmas market, cold-weather-themed
cocktail classes, gingerbread-house decorating, classic holiday films in the onboard cinema, and treats such as frozen
hot chocolate and chilled eggnog. The 150-passenger ship will sail the Danube River between Budapest and Passau, with
stops in Vienna and Linz, among other cities. Departures: 11 and 18 July.
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Suite Talk
A preview of the Mandarin
Oriental Ritz, Madrid’s
restaurant Deessa, and
(below) Kasbah Tamadot.

MADRID MAKEOVER
This month, the Hotel Ritz Madrid, built by hotelier César Ritz in 1910, reopens after a three-year
closure as the 153-room Mandarin Oriental Ritz, Madrid. The remodel celebrates the original’s
belle epoque style by restoring the glass dome in the Palm Court, while providing updates in the
form of a wellness centre with an indoor pool and gym, and five restaurants and bars overseen by
Spanish chef Quique Dacosta. Timeless appeal: its location, across the street from the Prado and
three blocks from Retiro Park. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $125 dining credit.

Travellers at Morocco’s 28-room Kasbah
Tamadot get a feel for the Atlas Mountains
and local culture during a day that starts with
a 40-minute trek to a Berber home for tea.
Guests return to the hotel for classes in Berber
cooking and bread baking on the rooftop terrace, followed by an outing to the Eve Branson
Foundation to shop for rugs, throws, and
wooden bowls that fund the charity, which
supports the creation of sustainable businesses in the community. Accommodations include
breakfast daily and a $155 resort credit.
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(KASBAH TAMADOT) JONATHAN COSH/VISUAL EYE

Taste of Morocco

Sustainable Travel
HOTELS

Tuscan Revival

Green views at
Borgo Pignano.

Lisabetta Matteucci, Borgo Pignano’s resident herbalist,
calls the hotel (its post-pandemic reopening is scheduled
for April) “a special place to return to naturalness.” She
adds, “The intention is to offer our guests this deep relationship with nature and everything they see.”
“Everything” at the 31-room, 300-hectare estate near
Volterra includes views of virgin forests and fields, an
eco-ethos that runs as deep as its Etruscan roots, and
opportunities to interact with a self-sustaining ecosystem. Soak up Tuscan sunlight that also powers the
hotel’s solar panels, sip organic wines born in vineyards
irrigated with recycled water, study bees at the apiary
and watch them pollinate organic gardens and fruit
trees, and sample traditionally made dishes crafted with
estate-grown ingredients. “Working with what nature
offers every day is a great pleasure,” says chef Stefano
Cavallini. Guests who taste his fresh tagliolini topped
with wood-fired San Marzano tomatoes would likely
add that what nature offers is also delicious. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $125 hotel credit.

Study Abroad
Francis Ford Coppola’s two eco-retreats in
Belize created a new programme for families
working and schooling remotely during the
pandemic. On the curriculum at the 20-room,
jungle-set Blancaneaux Lodge and the 27room, seaside Turtle Inn: Mayan history lessons, beach cleanups, culturally themed cooking
classes (Garifuna, Creole, Mayan), and more.
Local experts teach kids for three- to four-hour
stints so parents can “work remotely” (translation: slip off for sunrise birding treks and reef
dives to remove invasive lionfish). Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $125 hotel credit.

Remote learning centre:
Turtle Inn, Belize.

GOODS

AID IN BLACK AND WHITE
Shot and signed by environmentalist-photographer KT Merry, Render Loyalty images support threatened African wildlife. Captured on analogue film, the arresting fine-art, black-and-white images of
elephants, Grevy’s zebras, and other animals funnel proceeds directly to conservation projects run by
the Ol Pejeta Conservancy, Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, and Lewa Wildlife Conservancy. renderloyalty.com.

MARCH | APRIL 2021

19

Sustainable Travel
WILDLIFE

Birding perch: Wilderness
Safaris’ Little Tubu camp in
the Okavango Delta.

For the Birds
Contributing to the second Southern African Bird Atlas Project, Wilderness Safaris last year completed its first
comprehensive avian-mapping survey of northern Botswana. A small but mighty team of three recorded nearly 3,000 field
observations and 293 bird species in several concessions and one reserve across the country’s Linyanti and Okavango
regions. Paused during the pandemic but set to resume this year, the study, says Martin Benadie, Wilderness Safaris’ group
biodiversity coordinator, is essential for monitoring threatened birds, determining if additional species need to be
protected, and selecting sites critical to conservation.

FOR THE BIRDERS

LESSER JACANA

These diminutive birds have a
fragmented distribution in Africa and
thrive in the lily-filled backwaters of the
Okavango. Look for them at Linyanti,
Vumbura, and Jao.
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SLATY EGRET

Roughly 85 per cent of this prehistoriclooking marsh bird’s global population is
confined to the Okavango Delta.
The Linyanti, Vumbura, Jao, and
Chitabe concessions all harbour
critical populations.

PEL’S FISHING OWL

Every birder wants to spot
this reclusive, nocturnal piscivore, which
swoops in for catches in pockets of clear,
pristine Okavango waters. At least 100
pairs live in concessions throughout the
delta, including Jao.

(LITTLE TUBU, OWL, JACANA) DANA ALLEN, (EGRET) MARTIN BENADIE

Travellers with Wilderness Safaris can tour each of the concessions under study with a birding specialist –
and perhaps add three of Benadie’s favourite feathered friends to their life lists.

CITY BREAK

GREEN
STREETS
Famous for the Arc de
Triomphe and infamous
for its eight lanes of traffic
and tourist crowds, Paris’
Champs-Élysées is set to
undergo a total transformation. A $384 million
project aimed at pedestrianising and greening the
thoroughfare will add bike
lanes, rain gardens, and
trees, and cut traffic (and
carbon emissions).
Changes are coming to
the Champs-Élysées.

Key West considers
the future.

OVERTOURISM

(PARIS) LIFE ON WHITE/GETTY IMAGES, (BIKES) LUNAMARINA/GETTY IMAGES

Capping
Achievement
To help maintain its marine environment, Key West in Florida recently barred
cruise ships with capacities larger than
1,300 passengers from visiting its port
and capped the total number of cruise
visitors to 1,500 per day. It’s the latest
move in what the Florida Keys & Key
West tourism board calls the region’s
“eco-revolution,” whose credo is perhaps
best encapsulated in the newly published
“Ten Keymandments” for treading
lightly. To observe No. 6 – “Hike it, bike it,
or hoof it” – Backroads offers a five-day
tour that includes kayaking in the Keys’
mangroves, biking the Overseas Heritage
Trail, and walking lesser-traveled paths
on Key West. Departures: Multiple dates in
March, April, and December.
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Inspired By

1.
LOLA HATS
Cornichon straw tote,
everythingbutwater.com

2.
SACHAJUAN
Ocean Mist salt spray,
sachajuan.com

3.
PATBO
Coral one-piece,
jessieboutique.com

The Maldives

Private-island seclusion and the deep blue sea.

4.
DEBORAH LIPPMANN
Mermaid’s Dream nail polish,
netaporter.com

5.
K. JACQUES
Bolzano sandals,
shopbop.com
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Oh, the Maldives. Waltzing onto the dream-trip scene like
some perfect-ten holiday fantasy with more than 1,000
white-sand-encircled islands, aquamarine Indian Ocean
waters for unparalleled diving and snorkelling, and overwater-bungalow resorts for days. One new addition to the
island nation’s pinch-me lodgings roster: Waldorf Astoria
Maldives Ithaafushi’s exclusive-use Private Island, home to
two villas and a four-bedroom residence. The island, which
accommodates up to 24 guests, offers customised dining inroom or at the open-air common area, where an infinity pool
fronts the beach. The resort’s ten other dining venues and
118 villas are a five-minute speedboat ride away on the main
island. Villas include breakfast daily, a $125 resort credit,
and a bottle of Champagne.

In My Bag

I DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1.

My Balenciaga
City bag.

2.

Maison Godet’s
Petite Fleur Bleue,
a delicate perfume
made with Rosa centifolia from Grasse and
French jasmine.

3. A silk Gucci hair
scarf for sleeping.

4. Oil-based, aroma-

therapeutic L’Immortela
Elixir on the Go serum
gives my skin an extra
hydration boost and puts
me in a Zen state of mind.

5. A cocktail outfit that

can be dressed up or
down. My Stella McCartney silk jumpsuit or a
100% Capri linen jumpsuit or dress are great for
every occasion.

6.

Saint Laurent
Tributes are the most
comfortable heels.

7. My trusty grey

Bottega Veneta hobo
bag and Matte Gold
Knot clutch.

8. A bag of toys and

children’s books to entertain our son, such as
Le grand livre de l’espace
animé by Anne-Sophie
Baumann and Olivier
Latyk, and classics
by Père Castor like La
chèvre et les biquets.

9. My white Melissa

Odabash bathing suit.
Whenever I can find
a pool, I like swimming a
few laps to clear my mind.

10.

Biophenix vitamin
C sachets keep my
energy up and boost my
immune system.

4.

2.

My Travel Essentials
Yetunde Beutler packs for parties and carries on kid lit.
PORTRAIT BY MATTHEW AVIGNONE

“

M
M

Y HUSBAND
lovingly calls
me ‘princess’
when we’re
on the road,” says the
Paris-based founder and
CEO of sustainable skincare line Essènci. “I bring
a lot of options, especially
shoes – you never know
if you’ll be invited to an
event.” Pre-pandemic,
Beutler travelled monthly,
usually with her hus-

band, Michael, Essènci’s
cofounder and sustainability advisor (who
is also sustainability
director for the Kering
Group, parent company
of Bottega Veneta, Gucci,
Balenciaga, and other
luxury brands), and their
20-year-old daughter and
4-year-old son. A sojourn
in Provence inspired her
line, which incorporates
organic botanicals,

including Corsican immortelle flowers. On her
travels, which range from
an African safari to jaunts
to Calvi and Capri, she
gravitates to Rosewood
hotels. Of her Virtuoso
advisor, Heather Solish,
she says, “She’s always
trying to create the perfect trip and secure the
best amenities – and is
our advocate if there are
any issues.”

8.
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City to Go

Lotusland
Canadian cool, natural beauty, and a freethinking
ethos reign in Vancouver, British Columbia.
BY BARB SLIGL PHOTOGRAPHY BY GRANT HARDER

GO FOR From its frontier beginning

Clockwise from top
left: Nature meets
the city on the
seawall, Vancouver
views, Nightingale,
Secret Location
finds, and Forage
comfort food.
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as a sawmill and saloon town to
forward-thinking eco-designs
such as the Canada Earth Tower
– which, upon completion, will be
the world’s tallest hybrid wood
building – Vancouver has always
had an iconoclastic (and timberfilled) edge. Today, giant, ancient
trees still stand here, alongside
sleek skyscrapers. This glittering
city that rises from the Strait of
Georgia to the slopes of British
Columbia’s Coast Mountains
continues to draw freethinkers
and pleasure seekers. In Lotusland, as it’s sometimes called for
its leisurely ambience, outdoor
enthusiasts, food lovers, and
sightseers converge in the West
End, the city’s densest residential neighbourhood. One of the
world’s longest seawalls and historic 405-hectare Stanley Park
(with forest trails, a pitch-andputt golf course, and two beaches

overlooking English Bay) flank
public artworks, cool restaurants,
and shop-lined streets, and keep
the verdant coastal landscape
within easy reach.

EAT After walking along English
Bay or biking the seawall portion
of Vancouver’s almost 320kilometre cycling network (rent
a Mobi public bike from stations
across the city), refuel at an
array of food trucks (Tacofino’s fish tacos are legendary)
or bánh mì and ramen spots
throughout downtown and the
West End.
Go hyperlocal at Forage (1300
Robson Street) with a bowl of
its famous barbecued-duck
chowder and B.C.-produced
wine and beer, or an earthy Forage Negroni made with locally
distilled amaro from The Woods
Spirit Co.

TIP
“With ongoing restrictions
for Canada and Australia,
ask your travel advisor
about current regulations.
For a nature break, head to
Grouse Mountain, a short
drive from the city centre.
Take a gondola to the peak,
1,250 metres above Vancouver, or hike three kilometres
(850 metres of elevation
gain) up Grouse Grind and
order a well-deserved cold
beer at one of the restaurants at the top.”
– Wendy Jimenez, Virtuoso
travel advisor, Vancouver, B.C.

A few blocks away, near the Coal
Harbour side of downtown, farmto-table favourite Nightingale
(1017 W. Hastings Street) incorporates locally sourced ingredients,
such as wild pine mushrooms.

DRINK A boom in Vancouver’s
brewery and distillery scene has
brought about inventive concoctions at tasting rooms and
cocktail bars, from rice wine at
Artisan SakeMaker (1339 Railspur Alley) on Granville Island,
just a short Aquabus ride from
the West End, to salal gin at Odd
Society Spirits (1725 Powell
Street), in the so-called Yeast
Van district of craft breweries
east of downtown.
Sip a Gastown Gimlet at Pourhouse (162 Water Street) or try
the Treebeard, with essences of
cedar, birch, alder, fir, and oak,
at Botanist (1038 Canada Place).
There’s also a profusion of
great coffee joints, such as the
Greenhorn Café (994 Nicola
Street), a West End hideaway
that serves Vietnamese coffee
and has a record collection with
a listening booth (which will
reopen post-pandemic).

SHOP Several Vancouver-area
global brands – Lululemon, Native Shoes, Herschel Supply Co.,

Arc’teryx, Aritzia, Saje – have
storefronts on or near go-to
shopping drag Robson Street.
On the east side of downtown,
gallerylike shops beckon in
Yaletown and Gastown, including
eclectic finds from frankincenseinfused incense to fashionforward men’s and women’s
clothing at Secret Location (1
Water Street). Back in the West
End, local and international
designs fill the House of Jewels
Boutique (953 Nicola Street), on
a leafy residential block.
Southeast of downtown in
SoMa (South of Main Street),
independent boutiques reflect
Vancouver’s easygoing and
offbeat style. At Vancouver
Special (3612 Main Street), a
design-focused shop, you’ll find
Maiku Brando’s face masks,
made with Japanese printmaking techniques, and abstract
prints by Jamaican-born and
Vancouver-based artist Tafui.

sailboats, and ski runs on
the mountains across the
water. Accommodations
include breakfast daily and a
$125 spa or dining credit.

Clockwise from top left:
House of Jewels, Stanley
Park, Greenhorn Café, and
a Botanist beverage.

STAY At the 188-room Douglas,
an enormous Douglas fir trunk
ensconced in glass serves as
the front desk, and a fir sprig
garnishes a cocktail made with
locally distilled, fir-infused gin.
As a further homage to the
evergreen giants gracing these
coastal shores, guests can opt
to have a tree planted in lieu of
daily housekeeping. Accommodations include a Douglas fir
gin welcome amenity, breakfast
daily, and a $125 dining credit.
The lobby bar at the 367-room
Fairmont Pacific Rim is a
gathering place for locals and
visitors (try the omakase sushi
and cherry blossom syrupinfused Sakura Sour cocktail
to celebrate Vancouver’s effusive spring blooms). Rooms
come with stellar city or Coal
Harbour views of seaplanes,
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Conscious Comeback

Florence
Looks Forward
In an Italian city revered for its culture
and notorious for crowds, the pandemic
presents a possibility for reinvention.
BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS
26
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W

HILE GROUNDED TRAVELLERS DAYDREAM ABOUT

future trips abroad, Florence is already planning for
their return. Before the pandemic, overtourism was
a critical problem for the Tuscan capital. During this
forced pause in travel, the local government has been busy consulting with private tour operators and guides about a new path
into the post-Covid era. The city’s top tourism project, Feel Florence, includes an app that gauges crowd levels at various sites

ROSS HELEN/GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK PHOTO

Future perfect:
Florence is engineering
a more sustainable
travel experience.

DRINKS? COMING RIGHT UP.
WI-FI? CONNECTING.
SERVICE CHARGES? TAKEN CARE OF.
It’s Always IncludedSM on Celebrity Cruises ®.
Everyone in every room on every sailing.

FEATURED SAILINGS

GOVIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE OFFER
Book a veranda stateroom or higher, and receive a

Sydney
Bay of Islands

Milford Sound
Doubtful Sound
Dusky Sound

Tauranga

Napier
Wellington
Christchurch
Dunedin

specialty restaurant credit for two.*
Step up to the unparalleled luxury of The Retreat®, and
also enjoy an additional $75 onboard shopping credit.*

12-NIGHT NEW ZEALAND FOOD & WINE CLASSIC
Celebrity Eclipse ® | 9 December 2021
Port Douglas
Cairns
Willis Island
Airlie Beach
Brisbane
Newcastle
Sydney

11-NIGHT GREAT BARRIER REEF SUN & BEACH ESCAPE
Celebrity Eclipse ® | 8 February 2022

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO EXPERIENCE THE CELEBRITY DIFFERENCE.
Health and safety protocols, guest conduct rules, and regional travel
restrictions vary by ship and destination, and are subject to change
without notice. Due to evolving health protocols, imagery and messaging
may not accurately reflect onboard and destination experiences,
offerings, features, or itineraries. These may not be available during your
voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to change
without notice.

*GoVirtuoso Exclusive Offer Terms & Conditions: Offer applies to itineraries that depart 1 May 2021 through 31st December 2022. Bookings must be made between 1 March 2021 and 31st December 2021. Offer excludes Galapagos and Future
Cuise bookings. Bookings must select/request the GOVIRTUOSO offer. $90 per stateroom Specialty Dining credit will be applied in the form of an onboard credit (Murano charges an additional $5.00 per person, additionally holiday sailings
may have a surcharge). Offer is $90 Onboard credit “OBC” per stateroom for standard veranda, Concierge Class, and AquaClass® staterooms; and $165 OBC per stateroom for suites. Offers are applicable to new individual bookings and to
staterooms in non-contracted group bookings, which must be named and deposited. Guests’ stateroom folios will be credited with an OBC. OBC has no cash value, is applicable to cruise only, non-transferable, not redeemable for cash, and will
expire if not used by 10:00 p.m. on the final night of the cruise. Offer excludes inside and ocean view staterooms. Offer is not combinable with onboard/Future Cruise bookings. Single occupancy bookings are eligible for the Offer. Refer to Cruise
Booking Terms for additional terms and conditions. Celebrity reserves the right to cancel the Offer at any time, correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, and change or update fares, fees, and surcharges at any time without prior notice. Visit
celebritycruises.com/au or celebritycruises.com/nz for complete details about Always Included. ©2021 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

Conscious Comeback
and a digital platform aimed at improving how future travellers experience the
city. To find out more, we spoke to Luca
Perfetto, cofounder and CEO of Virtuoso
on-site tour company Florencetown, and
Cecilia Del Re, deputy mayor of Florence
for urban planning, environment, and
tourism. Together, the pair are working
towards a more responsible, sustainable,
and equitable tourism model for the Renaissance city, turning last year’s lemons
into limoncello for 2021 and beyond.

Travellers will be
encouraged to explore
areas beyond the city
centre, such as Greve
in Chianti.

HOW WAS FLORENCE APPROACHING
TOURISM BEFORE THE PANDEMIC?
LUCA PERFETTO: Tourism

was ruling the city, and the
city was without up-todate rules. Florence was
way too crowded during peaks. We were
all saying to each other, “We can’t stand
for this any longer.”
CECILIA DEL RE: Before the
pandemic, we were very
concentrated on overtourism. We’ve had 14 million
tourists per year just within five kilometres, just in the city centre of Florence. We
were aware that we had to work on this.
LP: The great opportunity that we’re giv-

en out of this terrible era is that we can
replan the entire future as we want it.
WHAT’S BEING DONE DURING THIS
PAUSE IN TRAVEL TO PREPARE FOR THE
EVENTUAL RETURN OF TOURISM?
CDR: Because of the pandemic, we’re try-

LP: There are so many beautiful towns
around the city of Florence: Impruneta,
Greve in Chianti, Fiesole, and so on. We
as a tour operator are concentrated –
beyond the must-sees – on offering outside-of-the-city tours, like bike, Vespa,
and wine tours, and countryside cooking
classes. Tours that can help people go out
for half a day and discover the beauty of
the little spots that are all around in a fun
and interactive way.
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CDR: I would also like tourists to be more
aware of all the opportunities our city offers. For this reason, we are relying also
on innovation and technology. The Feel
Florence app can tell tourists how many
people there are in a particular area and
advise them about other museums, or
other attractions, that are free in that
moment. This becomes important also
because of safety. We don’t want to come
back to the crowds that we saw before the
pandemic. Together we want to reach
a higher level of tourism, and we want
to ensure that the tourists who come to
Florence receive the right hospitality.

We need to go back to those times
when travellers were treated as guests

LP:

and felt special visiting a destination.
Think about this word, which is very
important. Not a consumer, not a client,
but a guest.
CDR: Because this pandemic shows us
how important the relationship is with
nature, I think the sensibility and approach will also be different for visitors who come here. They will look for
something more than just cultural attractions or museums.

We have quite a lot of requests for
activities at night. This is something
that Florence is missing a bit. We have
to work more as a tour operator on
some offerings at night.

LP:

SUSANNE KREMER/HUBER/ESTOCK PHOTO

ing to work on itineraries and experiences for a “Green Florence” with gardens,
parks, and biking. We asked tour operators to promote more sustainable projects – for example, projects that involve
not just the city centre of Florence, but
also other areas, in order to help us promote other parts of our territory.

CDR: We asked the museums to stay
open at night because we could better
control the tourist flows. So far this
has proved difficult.
WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE OF TOURISM IN THE CITY?
LP: I hope, in 2022 or 2023, Florence

will be a more livable city. We’ll be a
less crowded city. I mean, we all hope
that tourism will rise back, but also
that crowds will be better managed,
more spread out during the year, in
order to have a city that will have less
pressure during peaks and will work a
little more in the off-season. We hope
that it’s a more enjoyable place where
travellers can once again meet locals
and live tourism at a slower pace, which
is what we all need.
I wish for a safer Florence, more
sustainable tourism, and also more
outdoor tourism. So far, Florence has
always been seen as a cultural mecca,
but we want to also work with other
things. I think this is the right moment
to do so.

ALEXEY PAVIN/ALAMY

CDR:

Beyond the Uffizi:
The Giardino delle
Rose in Florence’s
Oltrarno district.

First Person

Tides that Bind
The glow of summer beach traditions shines long after tans fade.
BY KIMBERLEY LOVATO

ILLUSTRATIONS BY AGATHE SINGER

W

HEN YOU’RE A NATIVE CALIFORNIAN WHO

moves to Belgium via a stop in Florida, you think
about beaches and sunshine. A lot. Endless days of
colourless, leaky skies will single-track your mind
like that, which is how my husband, daughter, and I ended up
beelining it to the South of France.
The three of us first set eyes on Sainte-Maxime in 2004. I’ll
never forget the date or time – 14 May, 8 am – because the sound
of cannon fire rang out over the port, nearly slipping me from
my untanned skin. The day, it turned out, was the first of an annual two-day festival honoring the village’s namesake and military past, which kicks off with cavity-loosening blasts. Little did
I know then that this loud but sun-kissed beach town tucked
between Cannes and Saint-Tropez in Provence’s Var department would become our family’s most permanent address.
My daughter, Chloe, was just 6 years old when we moved to
Brussels, and it was already her third house. We began swapping our winter blues for the blue-shuttered French village
almost immediately, and within the turn of four seasons we’d
found our summer pied-à-terre. Less pretentious than its
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brand-named neighbour Saint-Tropez, yet just a ten-minute
scenic ferry ride across the water, low-key Sainte-Maxime
is full of the convivial diversions that characterise a beach
town. Pastel houses with terra-cotta-tiled roofs and flowerbox-framed windows shelter ice cream shops, open-air restaurants, and all-day cafés. Boutiques selling bikinis and sun
hats spill into the narrow lanes. Across the street from the
village, the sandy beach fills with candy-coloured umbrellas
and elbow-to-elbow bronzers of all ages, while people bob in
the calm water on giant inflatable pineapples or unicorns. It’s
heaven for a young beach-loving family.
While other parents might record their children’s growth
with pencil tick marks on the kitchen wall each year, Chloe’s
was marked by how far we let her wander. Her first dose of independence came when she was 9 and suggested she go, on her
own, to an ice cream stand we can see from our balcony. We
handed her a euro and she returned with a smile as wide as the
horizon and lips stained a colour of blue not found in nature. As
a way to foster her independence, we eventually asked Chloe
to mosey to the marché couvert (covered market) for morning

croissants and her favourite chouquettes, pillowy puffs of golden
pastry crusted in pearl sugar. She did this for years before prioritising sleep over catering to her lazy parents. By the time she
was 15, Chloe knew Sainte-Maxime by memories. Ask her today
where something is and, while she can’t recite the exact name of
a restaurant or street, she’ll say, “The ice cream place that packs
a scoop in the shape of a rose” or “It’s next to the spot where my
tooth fell out that one summer.”
Chloe nudged her way into the famed Côte d’Azur nightlife, often by taking visiting school friends, or newly acquired
beach friends, to a café to watch soccer and sip soda (probably
beer). Save for Bastille Day or the years when France plays in the
World Cup, Sainte-Maxime’s streets and bars are quiet by 11 pm –
the hour that, these days, our 22-year-old grabs her house key
and hops the ferry to Saint-Tropez for clubbing until sunrise.
Though she has spent many summers trying to abscond from
us, as young adults often do, our family knot tightened due to
our summers in Sainte-Maxime.
With no TV in our house and no smartphones in the good
old days, we spent evenings playing cards on our marble bistro
table, doors wide open to the balcony – a habit that carries into
our current overly plugged-in lives. When Chloe learned to play
guitar, she’d practice songs while we lounged on the sofa. To
this day, the pluck of “Blackbird” sends me to my seaside living
room. We no longer venture to the beach in the centre of town,
opting for quieter coves or a rollicking beach club with comfy
lounge chairs and a rosé-all-day vibe. Wherever we land, we fall
into the same groove: I huddle under an umbrella with a book

To this day,
the pluck of “Blackbird”
sends me to my seaside
living room.

and a bottle of SPF 40, while Chloe tries to convince John to play
Frisbee with her or toss her into the water – I’m not sure she’ll
ever grow out of that.
Over the years, I’ve often been asked, “Don’t you want to visit
someplace new?” The answer to that question was, and still is,
“Of course”; local travel is an integral part of our well-suntanoiled summer routine. We’ve crisscrossed the continent many
times – Spain and Italy, Switzerland and Croatia. We’ve seen
Lenny Kravitz play under the stars in Monte-Carlo, visited museums in Aix-en-Provence and Antibes, crafted custom perfume in Grasse, and kayaked through France’s deepest gorge.
But what draws us back to Sainte-Maxime year after year is the
same tug that pulls other families towards Martha’s Vineyard in
Massachusetts, Florida’s Amelia Island, or any other perennial
family stomping ground: familiarity. As the world at times spins
seemingly out of control, and time pulls daughters farther from
our hearths, the predictable sameness of having your summer
beach is reassuring.
Just as we long to be reacquainted with and hug friends we
haven’t seen in months, especially these days, I feel the same
anticipation for the embrace of my village. I look forward to
seeing the familiar faces who will raise their eyebrows in recognition and shake our hands when we sit down in their restaurants. I can’t wait to sip rosé by the shaded pétanque courts
each afternoon. I long to hear the symphony of cicadas and the
hourly bells that sing from the church tower, the soundtrack of
our family album.
As a child, I loved reading The Travels of Babar, which aided
and abetted my wanderlust. In it, the intrepid elephant Babar
takes off in a hot-air balloon with his wife, Celeste. Authorillustrator Jean de Brunhoff, it turns out, spent time in SainteMaxime and is said to have been inspired by the scenery in this
corner of the French Riviera. A local beach, Elephant Beach, was
named for his playful pachyderm.
But it was only recently that I looked at the book anew and
realised that the aerial views of de Brunhoff’s fictitious village and beaches on pages four and five are Sainte-Maxime. As
I write in wintry San Francisco and Chloe studies under London’s grey skies, I can see it now as clear as a summer day: the
parasol pines and the red roofs, the sailboats and the deep blue
Mediterranean Sea. The pages of my childhood book are now
part of Chloe’s story. Though we may be far from each other
now, the salve for my longing is knowing that our memories
are safely embedded in the cobblestones and sand of a blueshuttered village in the South of France – just as others’ are
fixed in the ice cream stands, café terraces, and shoreline strolls
of their chosen spots around the world – waiting for us, right
where we left them.

MARCH | APRIL 2021

31

Discover Champa
kingdoms and
uncrowded beaches
in a remote corner
of Southeast Asia.
BY DAVID HOCHMAN
Photography by Lauryn Ishak
Six Senses Ninh Van Bay,
as seen from its Dining by
the Rocks restaurant.
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From left: Six Senses
Ninh Van Bay villas, fishing boats anchored in Nha
Trang’s harbour after a
night’s work (morning is the
best time to buy seafood),
and Po Nagar Tower.

The red brick temples erected by
Champa kingdoms tend to occupy the
choicest hilltops along Vietnam’s rivers
and coastlines, which probably explains
why dozens of such towers endure today
after more than 1,000 years. The Cham’s
reputation as wealthy traders of gold,
silver, and spices was known as far away
as North Africa; they could relish the
world without ever leaving their beautiful homes.
This past year has forced most of the
world to do the same, as stay-at-home orders stretch on and on. Fortunately, those

regal vistas and rich cultures will still be
there when it’s time for that next grand
adventure, and the beaches and pristine
waters of Vietnam’s Nha Trang region
provide just the refresh we deserve.
For me, the trip to Po Nagar Tower,
overlooking the mouth of the Cai River
in what’s now the boho beach city of Nha
Trang, required a 20-hour, one-stop
flight from Los Angeles to Saigon (Ho
Chi Minh City), a two-hour domestic
hop to Cam Ranh, and an hour-long
transfer into town. My wife and I visited
the July before the pandemic, and after

all those kilometres, it was sweet relief
to see our beaming driver at the Cam
Ranh Airport bearing ginger tea and
mango snacks, chilled towels, and his
sedan’s Wi-Fi codes. Exactly the pickme-up we needed for the final push –
this time a 20-minute speedboat ride –
to our tropical island base at Six Senses
Ninh Van Bay.
At this point, you may be wondering: Was it really worth it to trek nearly
13,000 kilometres over two days to frolic
in the sand and check out a few princely
ruins? You’d better believe it was.

MARCH | APRIL 2021

35

This is the hidden “Riviera of
Vietnam,” as some call it, with greenvelvet cliffs rising out of the sea and
reefs for the exploring along 80-odd
kilometres of sawtooth coastline. If
you picture Vietnam as a giant S, it’s
three-quarters of the way down on
the lower curve. Offshore, 19 mostly
uninhabited islets await exploration,
but things looked quite habitable as
teakwood villas, each with its own
plunge pool, came into focus upon our
approach to the resort’s dock.
Frankly, it was a bit of a balancing
act, this trip: My wife loves the beach;
I’m more of a see-and-do guy. We
aimed for a happy medium in an area
of the country that’s less familiar to
international travellers. Most Vietnam
visitors stick to the H’s: Hanoi for history, Ho Chi Minh City for street food
and bustle, Hoi An for shopping and its
UNESCO-listed Old Town, and Hue
for peacefulness. Nha Trang feels like
“extra credit” Vietnam.
“Many travellers miss out on the long
stretch of coastline along Vietnam’s
southern shore, which is a shame,” says
Virtuoso travel advisor Chinmoy Lad,
who recommends visiting from midApril through mid-September, when
skies are blue and rains are minimal.
“The weather is generally drier than in
nearby regions, the beaches are clean and
powder-white in places, and you have
heritage and history without pizza and
burger joints.” It’s why repeat travellers
love to say the area reminds them of what
Vietnam was like 25 years ago. The coffee
is amazing, but don’t even think about
asking if they have Frappuccinos.
There are monkeys, though. Vietnam’s black-shanked douc langurs are
among the rarest primates on earth – yet
a small welcoming party of the endangered creatures greeted us, swinging
from boulder to branch along the path to
our beachfront jungle duplex. Thao Bui
Bich, our Six Senses “experience maker”
and golf-cart chauffeur, explained that
being on an isolated bay inaccessible by
road protects these friendly, long-tailed
cuties from poaching and habitat encroachment. “They love having a secret
escape as much as we do,” she said.
Set on 52 hilly hectares edged by
water and sand, the resort forces you to
switch out your usual activities (when
was the last time I thought of checking
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Clockwise from above:
Daydream-ready at
Six Senses, aerial
yoga, and fresh spring
rolls with prawns from
the resort’s cooking
class.

What’s nice, too, is that Six Senses
treads lightly no matter how deep you
sink in. At the Earth Lab near reception, a wooden tally board noted that
38 kilos of organic vegetables were
harvested from the garden that day,
and solar panels generated 20 per cent
of the hotel’s energy. Even the chickens
producing the resort’s organic eggs
were pampered: In a pristine coop
under a jackfruit tree, the birds ranged
freely to piped-in classical music. “We
make the most intelligent omelettes in
the world,” Thao said.

AFTER SEVERAL DAYS

my in-box?) for endeavours that feel
100 per cent more soul satisfying. For
me that meant trekking, biking, fishing, aerial yoga, Vietnamese language
and cooking classes, and day trips to
mix with locals and pho connoisseurs.
Late one afternoon, as the bay turned
pink and glassy, my wife and I paddled
kayaks for 45 minutes from the dock to
a sandy cove called Bai Nho that’s like
a kid’s crayoned vision of a deserted
beach: stick-figure palms, a perfect

crescent of sand. The outing worked
for both of us, though she was equally
happy hanging back at the resort in
the three-metre hammock stretching above the surf between two trees
on giant rocks. Our villa wasn’t bad
either. The nearly 177-square-metre,
multilevel space had its own mini wine
cellar, indoor and outdoor showers, a
handcrafted teak bathtub, and a hedgeenclosed pool garden with cushioned
daybeds and direct access to the beach.

of adventurous lolling (upside-down
yoga in a suspended silk sling is my new
jet-lag cure) we sailed back across the
blue-green expanse for a culture dive
with a guide from Luxe by Exo, one of
Virtuoso’s on-site tour connections in
Vietnam. Nha Trang’s temples look a
little like Cambodia’s Angkor Wat, on
a smaller scale and with far fewer tour
buses and T-shirt hawkers. Overlooking a river bobbing with blue fishing
boats, Po Nagar Tower, dating to the
eighth century, pays tribute to the socalled Lady of the City, a mythological
earth mother with 99 husbands and 37
daughters. Today, the Cham and Chinese, along with Vietnamese Buddhists
and Hindus, stroll barefoot inside the
terraced meditation halls. In the spring,
pandemic aside, the biggest festival in
southeast Vietnam is held here, with
days of pageantry during which Cham
dancers in traditional dress offer flowers and songs to the goddess.
It’s believed that Po Nagar herself
taught the region’s villagers to weave.
So after the temple, we headed downriver on a canopied cruiser, its outboard
gently buzzing, to visit a small studio
of craftspeople spinning dyed cotton
fibres into intricate tapestries and table
coverings that are sold (at much higher
prices than here) throughout the world.
The farther we floated, the more modern life receded. Farmers with water
buffalo ploughed rice paddies along
the banks, and we were serenaded by
parakeets at lunch in a tranquil “ancient
house” on the banks of a lotus pond.
By afternoon, we were heading back
to the future. When Aman Resorts
debuted Amanoi in 2013, it elevated
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“Amanoi’s Ocean
Pool Villa 3 has the
best ocean views, but
Villa 1, with a pool built
around a rock and
gorgeous views of
both the mountains
and ocean, is my
personal favourite. In
the vicinity you’ll find
hikes for all levels,
both coastal in Nui
Chua National Park
and inland in the larger
mountain range.”
– Chinmoy Lad,
Virtuoso travel advisor
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The view from one of
Amanoi’s Wellness Pool
Villas and (right) the
resort’s central pavilion.
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From left: Vinh Hy
Bay viewed from Goga
Peak and Amanoi’s
beach club restaurant.

standards for contemporary beachside
properties in Vietnam. Set within Nui
Chua National Park, the resort has 35
mountaintop guest pavilions spread
across 40 protected hectares in a marine forest preserve. It feels more like
a palatial estate than a place to lounge
in the sun. The private beach club overlooks Vinh Hy Bay, and the spa, with its
enormous fitness centre and lakeside
yoga pavilion, is so spectacular and
serene, it’s easy to see why the resort
draws worshippers of its own.
Of course, not everyone is fulfilled
by private tai chi or Pilates sessions and
90-minute body wraps alone (I get a little antsy being enshrouded in seaweed).
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After a day of flip-flopping between
gym, pool, and beach, I convinced my
wife to leave the resort for a guided visit
to another ancient Cham holy site at Po
Klong Garai, a set of brick towers built
as Hindu temples in the late thirteenth
century. We had them practically to
ourselves, since group tours haven’t
quite discovered the spot. Later, we
were moved nearly to tears by the skills
of an octogenarian potter in Bau Truc
pottery village, considered the oldest
commune of its kind in Southeast Asia.
Before our eyes, in a matter of minutes,
she pressed and pinched clay from the
Quao River into a large, beautiful jug
with fluted edges – all done by hand

with Cham techniques dating back at
least 800 years.
On our last morning, my wife and I
hiked a short but heart-pumping trail
through lush hills until the jungle rooftop opened. Opposite Amanoi, at a point
called Goga Peak, we arrived at a platform with sightlines up and down the
sparkling coast. Nearby limestone caves
that we didn’t explore and coves still left
to snorkel and sail lined the coast – not
to mention beaches where my wife could
challenge her Kindle’s batteries. But a
satisfying thought struck me as we gazed
out over cliffs and the vast South China
Sea: Those ancient Cham views still
make you feel royal.

Escape to Nha Trang
How to get the best of Vietnam’s
less-explored coast.

Hanoi

GO Luxe by Exo works with Virtuoso advisors to design custom itineraries throughout Southeast Asia. Six days split between
Six Senses Ninh Van Bay and Amanoi allow
for plenty of beach time, with privately
guided outings to Po Nagar Tower and
local fishing villages and markets
near Nha Trang, visits to weaving and pottery studios, and a
spotlight on Cham ethnic culture
around far-flung Phan Rang and
inside 28,300-acre Nui Chua National Park.
Departures: Any day through 2021.

Six Senses
Ninh Van Bay
Amanoi
Saigon

Adventure lovers can explore Vietnam’s coast and interior on
Remote Lands’ 15-day cycling trip from Saigon through cities
and towns from Cu Chi and Go Cong to Hoi An and Hue. The
itinerary emphasises culture, culinary stops, and political history:
Learn about the Vietnam War’s origins in Ben Tre City, relax on the
beaches around Nha Trang, and glimpse vestiges of the Nguyen
dynasty at the well-preserved Citadel of Saigon. Departures:
Any day through 2021.
Silversea’s 15-day sailing from Hong Kong to Singapore aboard
the new Silver Moon spends two days cruising Ha Long Bay and
calls at Nha Trang for day excursions by bike, riverboat, private
car, or pedicab. The 596-passenger ship then heads up the coast
for a festive New Year’s Eve celebration in Saigon. Departure:
21 December.
Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ 15-day Hong Kong-to-Singapore
sailing on the Seven Seas Explorer features overnights in Chan
May, Saigon, and Laem Chabang. The 750-passenger ship calls
in Nha Trang for city tours and excursions such as an adrenalinepumping climb to the hilltop Buddha statue at Long Son Pagoda
and a leisurely bike ride to a country resort for yoga and a cooking
class. Departure: 18 November.

STAY With 62 pool villas built discreetly into the landscape and a
sophisticated barefoot vibe, Six Senses Ninh Van Bay gets jungle
luxury just right. As with all the brand’s properties, environmental
stewardship is key: The resort provides guests with reusable glass
water bottles, staff biologists tend to endangered langurs and reefs,
and the resort donates water filtration systems and other equipment to schools in nearby Van Ninh and Cam Lam. Accommodations include breakfast daily and one 30-minute massage for two.

Clockwise from top left: Cham potter
Dang Thi Phan at Bau Truc village,
Six Senses Ninh Van Bay’s organic
garden, and market-stand pho.

Wellness takes centre stage at Amanoi, home to nine lofty modern pavilions, two spa houses, 18 villas, and six palatial residences
on the coast in Nui Chua National Park. Spa services range from
one-off massages to monthlong detoxes with an in-house chef
catering each healthy bite. Even the weather is cheerful; the area’s
micro-climate means it sees more sun and less rain than other
parts of the region. Accommodations include breakfast daily and
a 30-minute wellness consultation or two-hour guided hike.
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THE
LIGHT
FANTASTIC

Wish we were there:
Sailing off Mallorca
and (opposite) Hotel
Santa Caterina on
the Amalfi Coast.
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TIMELESS IMAGES CAPTURE THE SOUL
OF A CLASSIC MEDITERRANEAN ESCAPE .
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUCY LAUCHT
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FOR ME, THE MEDITERRANEAN

IS THE FEELING
OF SUN ON HOT SKIN,

shimmering blue seas, the
scent of jasmine and honeysuckle, the happy chatter
and laughter of people at
ease. I’ve always been drawn
to beach scenes – I think of
beaches as the collective
identity of a nation, and I’ve
been quietly photographing
my “Spirit of Summer”
personal project over the
past five years. I love the
rich, cinematic quality of
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Mediterranean beaches: the
life, colours, and textures.
I gravitate to scenes that
ignite a certain nostalgia
and longing for a different
time, a simplicity perhaps.
Film, which I used to shoot
these images, was a natural
medium for capturing this
feeling. There’s beauty in
the imperfections and the
timeless quality and colours.
I’m inspired by old 1950s and

’60s editions of Holiday and
Life magazines – specifically,
essays by photographers
such as Slim Aarons and
Ralph Crane, and writers
like John Steinbeck.
I’m particularly taken
with Italian beaches. There’s
something about the people,
the colour tones, the chaos,
and the calm: August languor, grainy horizons, and
perfect-ten dives. A second

by the sea. A conversation.
A bathing cap.
I hope my photographs
transport, and evoke the pleasure of being somewhere else,
at play. Now that our ability
to move around the world is
hindered, it’s especially important to keep a broad lens,
maintain a wide and curious
perspective, and remain inspired about the beauty of the
world around us.

Italian idylls: Praiano
on the Amalfi Coast and
(opposite) Monterosso al
Mare in the Cinque Terre.
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RIGHT NOW
IT’S ESPECIALLY
IMPORTANT TO
KEEP A BROAD
LENS AND
MAINTAIN A WIDE
AND CURIOUS
PERSPECTIVE
ON THE
BEAUTY OF
THE WORLD
AROUND US.
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The Greek fishing village
of Mandrakia on Milos.
Opposite: Hydra’s
wildflower-filled cliffs
(top) and a moment on the
Italian island of Ischia.
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Ponta da Piedade in
Portugal’s Algarve region
and (opposite) fine form
on Ischia.
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I GRAVITATE TO
SCENES THAT IGNITE
A CERTAIN NOSTALGIA
AND LONGING FOR
A DIFFERENT TIME.

Blue heaven:
Capri’s coastline.
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Splashdown on Ischia and
(right) a sun-drenched
afternoon in Polignano a
Mare, Puglia.

SAIL AWAY
PLAN AHEAD FOR MED CRUISING IN 2022.
During Seabourn’s sevenday voyage from Barcelona
to Rome (Civitavecchia), the
458-passenger Seabourn
Sojourn anchors in smaller
ports, including Ciutadella de
Menorca on the less-visited
island of Menorca and the
small Provençal town of Le Lavandou. Glitz gets a moment
too, with stops in Saint-Tropez
and Monte-Carlo. Corsica and
Portovenere (for the Cinque

TIP

Terre) round out the itinerary.
Departure: 3 July 2022.

tia, and Ephesus in Turkey.
Departure: 19 June 2022.

especially inspired period.
Departure: 17 May 2022.

Travellers on Regent Seven
Seas Cruises’ eight-day
sailing from Venice to Athens
(Piraeus) get a robust look at
the Greek islands, with calls
on Corfu and Santorini, plus
Gytheio, the original port for
Sparta. Also on the itinerary
for the 750-passenger Seven
Seas Explorer: Split in Croa-

A 12-day jaunt from Rome to
Barcelona aboard Oceania’s
1,250-passenger Riviera takes
in highlights of Italy, France,
Monaco, and Spain, from
Portofino and Monte-Carlo to
Mallorca and Valencia. A stop
in Sète brings an opportunity to explore Arles, where
Vincent van Gogh spent an

A seven-day round-trip sailing
from Barcelona with Norwegian Cruise Line on the
4,200-passenger Norwegian
Epic includes Cannes, Corsica, Naples, and other classic
coastal destinations in Spain,
France, and Italy. Departures:
Multiple dates, 1 May through
28 August 2022.

“Many people have put off Europe, and the pent-up demand is very real. European governments have generally done a competent job
of managing the crisis, so the odds of a 2022 trip being disrupted seem remote.” – Sue Bradley, Virtuoso travel advisor
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Close to Home

AUSTRALIAN
ESCAPES
A FEW OF OUR FAVOURITE
HOTELS FOR DOMESTIC
GETAWAYS DONE RIGHT.

VICTORIA

CROWN TOWERS MELBOURNE
A spectacular Melbourne landmark, Crown
Towers is located on the Yarra River in the
heart of the arts and leisure precinct. Lavishly appointed, the luxurious rooms and
suites feature superior craftsmanship and
the latest in-room technology. The Crown
Towers Villas, the epitome of world-class
accommodation, are accessible by private
lifts and attended to by a team of butlers,
on call 24 hours. Crown Spa, located within
Crown Towers, promises blissful experiences to soothe and pamper your body. Crown
Towers is home to more than 23 restaurants and cafés, cinemas, nightclubs, bars,
a casino, and designer shops. Accommodations include breakfast daily, a $125 hotel
credit, and Crystal Club access.
JACKALOPE HOTEL
Unapologetically modern, Jackalope
Hotel is as surreal as its namesake mythical creature. This boldly offbeat hotel,
located about an hour’s drive south from
Melbourne on the Mornington Peninsula,
invites guests to escape from reality –
easily accomplished while soaking in the
30-metre infinity pool overlooking 28 acres
of rolling vines. A collection of modern
artworks dots the estate and walls of 45
“designer dens,” while the original 1876
homestead has been resurrected as the
clubby Flaggerdoot bar. Farm-to-fork Doot
Doot Doot restaurant shines a 10,000-bulb
chandelier on local artisan producers. Accommodations include breakfast daily, free
use of the hotel car service (within a 15kilometre radius), and a $125 hotel credit.
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PARK HYATT MELBOURNE
At this luxurious urban retreat overlooking Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, you’ll be
perfectly positioned to enjoy everything
Melbourne has to offer. Surrounded by
Victorian architecture and the picturesque Fitzroy Gardens, the recently refurbished art deco-inspired rooms feature
rich wood paneling and Italian marble
bathrooms with double vanities, deep
soaking tubs, and inset televisions. Park
Club Health & Day Spa offers an outdoor
sundeck, rooftop tennis court, 25-metre
lap pool, sauna, and steam rooms. Enjoy
the sleek Radii Restaurant & Bar, the best
of Melbourne’s gourmet food scene. Accommodations include breakfast daily and
a $125 hotel credit.

QUEENSLAND

LIZARD ISLAND
Secluded within a national park,
enriched with beautiful and diverse Australian wildlife, and bounded by private
beaches, Lizard Island offers 40 private
rooms and villas packaged with cuisine
created from local produce and accompanied by Australian and international

wines. Complimentary activities include
access to your own motorised dinghy and
clear-view sea kayaks, gourmet picnics,
and a minibar that is restocked daily. By
staying on the Great Barrier Reef, you will
be able to experience the world’s best
diving and snorkelling. Rejuvenate with a
customised spa treatment or meditation
and yoga classes surrounded by tranquillity. Accommodations include breakfast
daily and a $125 hotel credit.
QUALIA, GREAT BARRIER REEF
A unique Australian expression of luxury,
qualia, Great Barrier Reef is nestled
on the secluded northernmost tip of
Hamilton Island. Everything has been
meticulously curated to relax the mind
and spoil the senses. Feel time unravel
in exquisite pavilions that sit in harmony
with the natural beauty of the Great Barrier Reef. Facilities include two serene
pools, and two bars and restaurants.
For ultimate relaxation, visit Spa qualia
or play a round at the 18-hole Hamilton
Island Golf Club on neighbouring Dent
Island. Use of an electric golf cart, kayak,
snorkelling equipment, and catamaran
is included, as is VIP transportation.
Accommodations include breakfast daily
and a complimentary sunset cruise and
Whitsunday Islands tour or a “Talk and
Taste” culinary experience.

Aussie hot spots,
from opposite
left: Jackalope
Hotel, Qualia
Great Barrier
Reef, and Emirates One&Only
Wolgan Valley.

NEW SOUTH WALES

EMIRATES ONE&ONLY
WOLGAN VALLEY
A short drive from Sydney, Emirates
One&Only Wolgan Valley is nestled between two national parks – Wollemi and
Gardens of Stone – and is located on 7,000
acres of carbon-neutral conservation and
wildlife reserve. This resort is committed to
conserving its natural setting and cultural
heritage. Explore nature with an array of
outdoor pursuits led by the resort’s team
of field guides and return to your villa
to relax in your private pool, the perfect
combination of luxury and an Australian
bush experience. Your rate includes three
meals, select local beers and wines, and
two on-site, nature-based activities per
day. Accommodations include a wildlife and
sundowners tour for two.
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL SYDNEY
Set in The Rocks historic precinct in the
central business district overlooking Sydney Harbour, Four Seasons Hotel Sydney
delivers an unforgettable five-star experience. Stay in a Premier Harbour room for
stunning views of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge and Sydney Opera House. Enhance

your stay with Lounge 32 access, where
you can relax, dine, and enjoy exclusive
privileges in a private, residential-style
haven. Swim in one of Sydney’s largest
heated outdoor hotel pools, then be pampered in the award-winning Endota Spa.
Enjoy a cocktail at Grain Bar and discover
fine local wine and seasonal Australian
dining at the new Mode Kitchen & Bar. Accommodations include breakfast daily and
a $125 dining credit.
GAIA RETREAT & SPA
Gaia Retreat & Spa may evoke Olivia
Newton-John’s “Have You Never Been
Mellow.” The Australian singer is co-owner
of this healing haven, poised on the highest
point of the Byron Bay Hinterland, known
as the healing capital of Australia. Gaia offers 25 beautifully appointed retreat-style
bungalows, suites, and villas immersed in
a subtropical wonderland. A place where
service redefines luxury, Gaia celebrates
your senses and nourishes your being with
grounding spa experiences, fresh organic
spa cuisine, morning yoga, and myriad
activities. Gaia is one of the most awarded
boutique lifestyle retreats in Australia. Accommodations include breakfast daily and
a $125 spa credit.
HALCYON HOUSE
Since opening its arched doors a few

years ago, Halcyon House has been making waves on the luxury beachfront. The
former 1960s motel favoured by Cabarita
surfers now attracts fashionable Gold
Coast converts with its eclectic interiors
and easygoing attitude. Walls in the 21
rooms are all upholstered in different
fabrics; furnishings are seaside chic,
accented with a delightful mishmash
collected from flea markets and estate
sales. Striped loungers add a Hollywoodheyday touch to the teak-lined pool. Chef
Jason Barratt whips up simple coastal
cuisine at Paper Daisy restaurant. Accommodations include prosecco and a
chef’s plate in room upon arrival, breakfast daily, and a one-way airport transfer
or credit towards a transfer.
INTERCONTINENTAL SYDNEY
Nestled in Circular Quay, with unparalleled views, InterContinental Sydney has
been an icon for more than 30 years.
Set within the beautifully restored 1851
Treasury Building and overlooking the
world-famous harbour, InterContinental
unlocks Sydney’s essence. The hotel’s
guest rooms and suites blend elegance
and comfort; guests can enjoy worldclass facilities, which include an indoor
swimming pool with harbour views, a
gym, and massage facilities. The awardwinning Club InterContinental (tem-
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porarily closed) provides access to the
Club Lounge’s wraparound terrace and
benefits, with deluxe breakfast, all-day
refreshments, drinks, and Wi-Fi. Accommodations include Club InterContinental
access when a Deluxe Eastern Harbour
View Room or above is booked.
INTERCONTINENTAL
SYDNEY DOUBLE BAY
It’s all in the neighbourhood at InterContinental Sydney Double Bay. The city’s
only five-star hotel outside the central
business district is tucked within the leafy
confines of this upscale village, noted for
its European-style promenades and café
culture. Enjoy the views from one of 140
luxury rooms, with their charming European-residence feel, or soak in panoramic
harbour views from the rooftop pool.
Indulge in expertly curated cocktails from
award-winning bar Stillery, known for its
1940s atmosphere and focus on limitededition gins. The florals and spices of
featured gins are incorporated in Stillery
restaurant’s seasonal menu. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $125
dining credit.
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THE LANGHAM, SYDNEY
Experience the elegance and quintessential luxury of The Langham, Sydney,
nestled in Sydney’s most exclusive harbourside address. The hotel boasts the
largest guest rooms in the city, featuring
opening windows, Juliet balconies, and/
or signature terraces. Wedgewood joins
you for afternoon tea at Kitchens On
Kent. There too, executive chef Stephen
Lech presents fine dining done differently
and celebrates Australian produce at
one of Sydney’s most luxurious buffets.
The Day Spa by Chuan is at the forefront
of Australian spa experiences, with a
pool featuring a star-dazzled ceiling for
swimming under the stars, day or night.
Accommodations include breakfast daily
and a $125 dining credit.
PARK HYATT SYDNEY
The waterfront Park Hyatt Sydney offers
a spectacular location on one of the
world’s most beautiful harbours. Its 155
guest rooms have a soft, residential feel,
with neutral tones, mood lighting, and
floor-to-ceiling windows that take full
advantage of the views over the Syd-

ney Opera House and Sydney Harbour
Bridge. The spa transports you straight
to dream time with luxurious treatments
and steam rooms, as well as native spa
products from the Blue Mountains. Relax
in a cabana by the rooftop pool, then nosh
on light fare in The Living Room before
exploring Sydney Harbour. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a oneway airport transfer.
SHANGRI-LA HOTEL, SYDNEY
Perfectly positioned in the dress circle
of Sydney Harbour, Sydney’s destination
hotel and its luxurious glamour are enhanced by the panoramic views of Sydney
Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Nestled in the historic Rocks District,
Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney features 564
elegantly appointed guest rooms and
suites, and Horizon Club, Australia’s most
sophisticated lounge. The award-winning
dining experiences provide authentic local flavours, with Altitude offering unparalleled views. For those seeking serenity,
CHI, The Spa is an urban oasis that draws
inspiration from ancient Asian healing
philosophies. Accommodations include an

upgrade at time of booking (if available),
a welcome amenity, breakfast daily, and a
$125 hotel credit.
SOFITEL SYDNEY
DARLING HARBOUR
This hotel brings a French élan to Sydney’s laid-back waterfront. Window seats
in the 590 seriously luxe digs take full advantage of the panorama; upgrade to Club
level for access to the 35th-storey lounge.
Soak in the sunshine at the outdoor
infinity-edge pool (oversized daybeds give
its bar a chic, beach-club-like vibe). You’ll
find a selection of vintage bubbles at the
Champagne Bar; classic French flavours
are plated with flair at Atelier restaurant.
Catch a performance at the adjacent
International Convention Centre or stroll
into buzzy Surry Hills. Accommodations
include an upgrade at time of booking (if
available), a chocolate amenity, breakfast
daily, and a $125 dining credit.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

(COMO THE TREASURY) MELANIE FOWLER

COMO THE TREASURY, PERTH
COMO The Treasury is a luxury Perth city
hotel occupying nineteenth-century state
buildings, featuring a Victorian-era facade
along with an elegant and contemporary
interior style. Oversized windows flood
the 48 rooms and suites with natural light;
many feature French doors that open to
furnished balconies, and all offer complimentary minibars. Dining options include

rooftop restaurant Wildflower and Italian
osteria Post, where breakfast is served.
The Treasury Lounge and Bar is an elegant
space for drinks and afternoon tea. COMO
Shambhala Urban Escape spa focuses
on wellness, with a range of Western and
Eastern therapies. Accommodations
include breakfast daily and a $125
hotel credit.
CROWN TOWERS PERTH
The jewel atop Western Australia’s
premier entertainment complex, Crown
Towers Perth commands attention.
Views from its 500 guest rooms certainly do, as do their spacious layouts
and soothing colour palettes with bursts
of turquoise. Opt for a Premier Club
View Suite for wraparound windows
overlooking the city and Swan River, not
to mention club-level perks. Lounge by
one of the lagoon-style pools, or treat
yourself to a La Prairie treatment in the
spa. From shopping for pearls to dining
at some of Perth’s best restaurants, the
options are endless. Accommodations
include breakfast daily, a $125 hotel
credit, and Crystal Club lounge access.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

LONGITUDE 131°
Longitude 131° offers an essential experience of Australia’s spiritual heartland.
Lounge in the cool sanctuary of the Dune
House, relax with an icy drink from the

convivial open bar, and savour refined
dining with ever-changing views of Uluru.
After a day of exploring, relax in a luxury
tent and enjoy unparalleled views of
the monolith from the end of your bed.
Retreat to Spa Kinara for an indigenousinspired treatment or drink in the sunset
at the glamorous Dune Top bar. Venture
beyond the lodge to discover the World
Heritage-listed wilderness of Uluru-Kata
Tjuta and connect with the ancient stories
of the land’s traditional owners. Accommodations include breakfast daily, a $65
spa credit, and a $65 experience credit.

TASMANIA

ISLINGTON HOTEL
The 11-room Islington on Australia’s laidback southern island is a few minutes
from Hobart’s centre, with views of Mount
Wellington. This historic urban lodge
overflows with an eclectic collection
of art and antiques, including Picasso
sketches, Khmer statues, Persian rugs,
and Japanese lacquer furniture. The twostorey glass conservatory is a standout
and houses the main dining area, serving
bespoke menus. Pluck a good tome from
the inviting library and stroll the garden
for its reflecting pond, exotic blooms, and
100-year-old willow. The hotel makes a
posh base for day trips to nearby wineries
and Freycinet National Park. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $125
dining credit.

From opposite
left: Intercontinental Sydney
Double Bay’s
Stillery Bar; The
Langham Sydney’s Pink Rose
cocktail; COMO
The Treasury,
Perth; and the
Dune Pavilion at
Longitude 131°.
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Gallery

ENDLESS WAVE
NATURAL SCENES AS ARRESTING DREAMSCAPES.

Wave
Fine art digital print
on cotton rag

Irish digital artist Niall Staines takes inspiration from nature, elongating strips of a photograph to produce works with
a surreal edge. “This piece aims to capture one of the most fleeting moments in time, the breaking of a wave, and stretch
that moment out for eternity,” he says. Prints available at artstar.com. @staines
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V I RT U O S O L I F E

THE WORLD
AWAITS
VIRTUOSO ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY.

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customised just for you. And the peace of
mind that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before.
Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.

Your trusted travel resource.
Virtuoso travel advisors customise each trip with extras and
perks, and act as your advocates every step of the way.
Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.

