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Château du Clos de Vougeot, 
Burgundy, France.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.

 RAISE A GLASS 
When you’re ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration  

and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now. 

For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your  
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable holiday.  

Their expertise and access to Virtuoso’s network of the world’s best travel brands, perks,  
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com. 



Get ready to taste the world onboard Silver Moon and Silver Dawn, the fi rst 
ships to deliver every aspect of our new S.A.L.T. culinary programme, and 
soon coming to ships, Silver Nova and Silver Ray.

Our two breathtaking ships will maintain the small-ship intimacy and 
spacious all-suite accommodation which are the hallmarks of the Silversea 
experience while offering eight exquisite dining options (including the new 
S.A.L.T. Kitchen).

1 - Private executive transfers between home and airport or, if applicable, home and pier within the limit of 80km per transfer are included. For longer distances, special tariffs apply. | 2 - Air is not available 
in all countries and to all destinations. Should you book your air independently or should the desired air not be available, a non-use credit will be offered, that you can apply as extra saving to your cruise 
fare. Business Class upgrades are available in selected destinations. | 3 - On selected voyages.  | 4 - One excursion per port, per day is included within the fare.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to 
correct errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including 
pricing and availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not accurately refl ect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements 
that modify or limit these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, andguest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.

YOUR DOOR-TO-DOOR JOURNEY INCLUDES:

• NEW Private executive transfers 
(between home 
and airport)1

• International roundtrip fl ights 
(or air credit)2

• Business Class upgrades at 
reduced rates2

• Transfers, luggage handling 
and city centre shuttle3

• Multiple restaurants serving 
diverse cuisine and an in-
suite 24-hour dining service 
including caviar

• Premium beverages in-suite 
and throughout the ship

• Butler service in every 
suite category

• Onboard gratuities

• Unlimited Wi-Fi

• Shore excursions4

Take your Silversea all-inclusive experience to new heights. Start your cruise as soon as you leave home with our new chauffeur 
service. Taking you from home to your domestic airport and back again, this luxury service is included as part of our all-inclusive 
offer with all new bookings.

NOW, ALL-INCLUSIVE BEGINS FROM YOUR DOORSTEP

TRAVEL WITH TASTE

RESERVE YOUR SUITE WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL 
ADVISOR TODAY TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS. 

ADVERTISEMENT
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S.A.L.T. Kitchen
Imagine a restaurant that changes 
recipes, flavours and experiences 
with every single destination you 
visit, surrounding you with exotic 
traditions and regional specialities. 

S.A.L.T. Lab
In this unique and interactive space 
you’ll be able to connect deeply 
with the r ich heritage of each 
destination sailed to, as you join our 
talented experts to learn how food is 
prepared and enjoyed in the region.

S.A.L.T. Bar
Wouldn’t it be great if you could enjoy 
a local cocktail in a comfortable, 
familiar setting, no matter where you 
are? Our new S.A.L.T. Bar lets you share 
a Rum Punch in Barbados or a Pisco 
Sour in Lima with friends and family, 
wherever your cruise takes you.

S.A.L.T. offers travellers the richest gastronomic experience. On board, S.A.L.T. boasts three venues that bring authentic dining 
experiences to your fingertips.

Ashore, S.A.L.T. experiences are bespoke 
events designed to offer immersion that 
goes far beyond excursion. As every trip 
is unique, so is every destination’s food 
culture – so no two S.A.L.T. adventures 
are the same.

This programme takes travellers 
further than ever before in destination 
experiences.

Our innovative culinary programme, S.A.L.T., allows you  
to experience the true spirit of each and every destination  
you visit, for the most immersive and in-depth travel 
experience possible.

Food is a voyage. It speaks to the soul of the traveller and is at the heart of every culture on Earth. 

Designed in collaboration with Adam Sachs and celebrated culinary experts and journalists, our S.A.L.T. voyages change how 
food and travel come together forever: from onboard workshops, cooking sessions or tastings of local specialities to curated, 
immersive experiences ashore.

This is S.A.L.T., our new travel and food experience that brings the flavours of your destination right to your table.

ADAM SACHS, DIRECTOR OF S.A.L.T., DURING A CULINARY S.A.L.T. EXPERIENCE ASHORE IN PAROS, GREECE

S.A.L.T. BAR

BREAD MAKING IN PAROS GREECE, SALT EXCURSION

S.A.L.T. LAB

S.A.L.T. KITCHEN

“ Food is essential to the soul 
and is central to every culture 
on Earth.”

- Adam Sachs

S.A.L.T. 
VENUES AND EXPERIENCES

S.A.L.T.
SEA AND LAND TASTE

ADVERTISEMENT

001_002_VM_SUM_Silversea_Gate.indd   1 10/24/22   3:48 PM10/24/22   3:48 PM



S.A.L.T. Kitchen
Imagine a restaurant that changes 
recipes, flavours and experiences 
with every single destination you 
visit, surrounding you with exotic 
traditions and regional specialities. 

S.A.L.T. Lab
In this unique and interactive space 
you’ll be able to connect deeply 
with the r ich heritage of each 
destination sailed to, as you join our 
talented experts to learn how food is 
prepared and enjoyed in the region.

S.A.L.T. Bar
Wouldn’t it be great if you could enjoy 
a local cocktail in a comfortable, 
familiar setting, no matter where you 
are? Our new S.A.L.T. Bar lets you share 
a Rum Punch in Barbados or a Pisco 
Sour in Lima with friends and family, 
wherever your cruise takes you.

S.A.L.T. offers travellers the richest gastronomic experience. On board, S.A.L.T. boasts three venues that bring authentic dining 
experiences to your fingertips.

Ashore, S.A.L.T. experiences are bespoke 
events designed to offer immersion that 
goes far beyond excursion. As every trip 
is unique, so is every destination’s food 
culture – so no two S.A.L.T. adventures 
are the same.

This programme takes travellers 
further than ever before in destination 
experiences.

Our innovative culinary programme, S.A.L.T., allows you  
to experience the true spirit of each and every destination  
you visit, for the most immersive and in-depth travel 
experience possible.

Food is a voyage. It speaks to the soul of the traveller and is at the heart of every culture on Earth. 

Designed in collaboration with Adam Sachs and celebrated culinary experts and journalists, our S.A.L.T. voyages change how 
food and travel come together forever: from onboard workshops, cooking sessions or tastings of local specialities to curated, 
immersive experiences ashore.

This is S.A.L.T., our new travel and food experience that brings the flavours of your destination right to your table.

ADAM SACHS, DIRECTOR OF S.A.L.T., DURING A CULINARY S.A.L.T. EXPERIENCE ASHORE IN PAROS, GREECE

S.A.L.T. BAR

BREAD MAKING IN PAROS GREECE, SALT EXCURSION

S.A.L.T. LAB

S.A.L.T. KITCHEN

“ Food is essential to the soul 
and is central to every culture 
on Earth.”

- Adam Sachs

S.A.L.T. 
VENUES AND EXPERIENCES

S.A.L.T.
SEA AND LAND TASTE

ADVERTISEMENT

001_002_VM_SUM_Silversea_Gate.indd   1 10/24/22   3:48 PM10/24/22   3:48 PM



Get ready to taste the world onboard Silver Moon and Silver Dawn, the fi rst 
ships to deliver every aspect of our new S.A.L.T. culinary programme, and 
soon coming to ships, Silver Nova and Silver Ray.

Our two breathtaking ships will maintain the small-ship intimacy and 
spacious all-suite accommodation which are the hallmarks of the Silversea 
experience while offering eight exquisite dining options (including the new 
S.A.L.T. Kitchen).

1 - Private executive transfers between home and airport or, if applicable, home and pier within the limit of 80km per transfer are included. For longer distances, special tariffs apply. | 2 - Air is not available 
in all countries and to all destinations. Should you book your air independently or should the desired air not be available, a non-use credit will be offered, that you can apply as extra saving to your cruise 
fare. Business Class upgrades are available in selected destinations. | 3 - On selected voyages.  | 4 - One excursion per port, per day is included within the fare.

Contact your Virtuoso travel advisor for full offer details and complete Terms and Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to 
correct errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, programme, reward, savings, credit, amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including 
pricing and availability. Due to evolving health protocols, some imagery and messaging may not accurately refl ect current onboard and destination offerings, or the public health standards and government requirements 
that modify or limit these offerings. Onboard and destination experiences, features, itineraries, andguest conduct rules vary by ship and destination and are subject to change without notice.

YOUR DOOR-TO-DOOR JOURNEY INCLUDES:

• NEW Private executive transfers 
(between home 
and airport)1

• International roundtrip fl ights 
(or air credit)2

• Business Class upgrades at 
reduced rates2

• Transfers, luggage handling 
and city centre shuttle3

• Multiple restaurants serving 
diverse cuisine and an in-
suite 24-hour dining service 
including caviar

• Premium beverages in-suite 
and throughout the ship

• Butler service in every 
suite category

• Onboard gratuities

• Unlimited Wi-Fi

• Shore excursions4

Take your Silversea all-inclusive experience to new heights. Start your cruise as soon as you leave home with our new chauffeur 
service. Taking you from home to your domestic airport and back again, this luxury service is included as part of our all-inclusive 
offer with all new bookings.

NOW, ALL-INCLUSIVE BEGINS FROM YOUR DOORSTEP

TRAVEL WITH TASTE

RESERVE YOUR SUITE WITH YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL 
ADVISOR TODAY TO RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS. 

ADVERTISEMENT

003_004_VM_SUM_Silversea_Gate.indd   2 10/24/22   3:49 PM10/24/22   3:49 PM



vi r t u o s o.co m   5

C
L

A
R

A
 T

U
M

A

CONTENTS

42
Haute Plains 
Drifter
Discovering the 
best of Burgundy 
by canal.

34  Kenyan Cool 
Photographer Thandiwe Muriu’s 

singular style.

52  Flash Forward
Dubai’s future shines brightly.

ON THE COVER

Camo 27.  Photography by Thandiwe Muriu.

Summer 2022

25  City Guide: Singapore
The Lion City roars back  
on the scene. 

30  The Virtuoso Life
Jewellry designer Lauren  
Harwell Godfrey’s San  
Francisco area favourites.   

60  Gallery
The elements of a classic 
French breakfast. 

8  Editor’s Note

14  Passport

19  Cruising

20  Hotel News

French Country Waterways’  
Adrienne moored near Longecourt-

en-Plaine in Burgundy.







8   S u m m e r  2 0 2 2

Editor’s Note
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Boldly 
Forward

S
OMETIMES EVEN A GREAT HOUSE NEEDS AN UPDATE – a chance to 
showcase its “good bones” in a modern way that makes it all the more 
inviting and livable. A great magazine is no different. So when Virtu-
oso’s editorial team started discussing how to reimagine this publica-

tion, we knew we would double down on our own good bones: gorgeous pho-
tography, page-turning writing, and the unmatched power of the Virtuoso 
travel network. And we wanted the magazine to reflect the landscape and 
ethos of travel today. 

I’m proud to finally lift the curtain on our new look – and a new name: 
Virtuoso, The Magazine. It’s a reminder that Virtuoso is shorthand for the 
best in travel: the most-connected travel advisors and the world’s top hotels, 
tour operators, and cruise lines. We’re debuting a streamlined look and feel 
meant to appeal to you, today’s travellers – the curious, forward-thinking 
cadre of explorers who understand that seeing the world is an exciting, es-
sential endeavour, one with beauty and discovery around every corner. I’m 
grateful to our supremely talented team, whose creativity made every page 
sing for our readers.

So, grab a spot with a view – or a pool lounger – and settle in. This issue 
includes a look at canal cruising for Michelin stars in Burgundy, a journey 
through Dubai’s glitz to its artistic heart, and the showstopping work of 
Kenyan photographer Thandiwe Muriu, the genius behind our cover image. 
Whether it’s beautifully displayed on your coffee table or well thumbed on 
your nightstand, we want Virtuoso to feel inviting – and to inspire you as we 
move towards travel’s bright future.

MARIKA CAIN
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

What I learned this issue:

Where in-the-know Singaporeans go for late-night street food.  That certain 

Dubai towers are so tall, the sun literally sets at different times on high and low 

floors.  That barges on French canals can’t exceed speeds of 4 to 8 kilome-

tres per hour.  That African elephants with especially large tusks are known 

as “super tuskers.”



Connect with your Virtuoso Travel Advisor

The pinnacle Kimberley experience
A N  A U S T R A L I A N  F I R S T

Northern Kimberley Sailing Expedition
Darwin to Kununurra or reverse
9 nights
Departs 6 April or 30 September 2023
Book early and save up to 25%*

Rowley Shoals Sailing Expedition
Broome to Broome
8 nights
Departs 8 and 16 September 2023
Book early and save up to 25%*

Southern Kimberley Sailing Expedition
Broome to Kununurra or reverse
10 nights
9 departures in 2023
Book early and save up to 25%*
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PONANT together with Paspaley, will deliver sailing expeditions in the Kimberley  
aboard PONANT’s luxury yacht, Le Ponant, with an exclusive transfer on board one of Paspaley’s 

Grumman Mallard flying boats. The ultimate Kimberley exploration in barefoot luxury.



BETTER BY DESIGN.  
IT JUST DOESN’T GET ANY SUITER. 

Onboard Avalon Waterways® Suite fleet of ships, guests enjoy the perfect blend of elegance and ease 

– where little touches are bold, gestures are grand and the views even grander.  

There’s a reason our ships are the critics’ darlings and favourites among our most discerning guests. 

Our boutique-hotel-inspired Panorama SuitesSM feature the industry’s only Open-Air BalconiesSM 

with the widest-opening windows in cruising and decadent Comfort Collection bedsSM that face the 

ever-changing scenery.  

Providing wider openings for the wide-eyed, Avalon Waterways innovative Open-Air Balconies were 

designed with our guests’ views in mind. A Panorama Suite highlight on the Suite Ships of Avalon, 

are the wall-to-wall, floor-to-ceiling windows that open 7-feet wide in Europe and 11-feet wide in 

Southeast Asia … Wider than any other balconies in the industry.

SMALLER SHIPS, BIGGER EXPERIENCES. 

For more information or to book see your Virtuoso advisor

GERMANY

STRASBOURG

COLOGNE

Alsace

HEIDELBERG

Rhine River

Black Forest

MAINZ

Rhine Gorge

BREISACH

FRANCE

AMSTERDAM

RÜDESHEIM

KOBLENZ

BASEL

SWITZERLAND

HOLLAND

7

Rhône River

CHALON-SUR-SAÔNE

LYON

TOURNON
VIVIERS

AVIGNON

Beaujolais 
Region

Saône River

Camargue 

Burgundy

Provence
ARLES

MÂCON
FRANCE

7

ROMANTIC RHINE
8 days Basel to Amsterdam

BURGUNDY & PROVENCE
8 days Chalon to Arles

HIGHLIGHTS
•  Enjoy a wine tasting in Breisach

•  Take a guided tour of Heidelberg Castle

•   Hike the picturesque vineyards of Rüdesheim

HIGHLIGHTS
•  Join a culinary walk through Lyon

•  Tour the amazing Palace of the Popes

•  Attend a painting workshop in Arles

priced from $5,257* per person  
(twin share, departing 01 Apr 2023, cat D)

priced from $5,753* per person  
(twin share, departing 04 Apr 2023, cat E)

           EARN 9,570 QANTAS POINTS PER PERSON

*Prices correct as of 11/10/22. Prices and points are per person, twin share, and based in AUD currency. Qantas Frequent Flyer members can earn 2 Qantas Points per $1 spent on eligible bookings with Avalon Waterways. 
Eligible bookings include Avalon Waterways packages purchased using Australian or New Zealand Dollars, sold through Avalon Waterways directly or via one of their booking agents. Members will not earn points if a booking 
is cancelled prior to departure. To earn Qantas Points, a member must add their Qantas Frequent Flyer number to their booking prior to departure. If a member adds multiple Qantas Frequent Flyer members to the booking, 
the total amount of points earned will be split equally between passengers under the same Reference number found on your invoice. Points will be credited to the relevant Frequent Flyer account within 60 days of departure. 
Qantas Points will be awarded to you based on the final amount of the eligible travelled booking. Avalon Waterways Terms and Conditions apply.

           EARN 10,562 QANTAS POINTS PER PERSON
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Virtuoso® is the leading global travel agency network specialising in luxury and experiential travel. This by-invitation-only organisation comprises over 1,200 travel agency locations with 20,000 elite travel advisors in 50 countries throughout North 
America, Latin America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, and the Middle East. Drawing upon its preferred relationships with more than 2,200 of the world’s best hotels and resorts, cruise lines, airlines, tour companies, and premier destina-
tions, the network provides its upscale clientele with exclusive amenities, rare experiences, and privileged access. Normalised annual sales of (U.S.) $25 to $30 billion make Virtuoso a powerhouse in the luxury travel industry. For more information, 
visit www.virtuoso.com. For a subscription, please call your Virtuoso travel advisor. All pricing and travel described herein are subject to change and availability, and restrictions may apply. Publisher assumes no liability for the representations contained 
herein. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited art, photography, or manuscripts. Nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part without written consent of the publisher. For high-quality reprints, contact The YGS Group at 717/399-1900 ext. 
139; theygsgroup.com. EDITORIAL: editors@virtuoso.com. ADVERTISING: marketingproduction@virtuoso.com. VIRTUOSO HEADQUARTERS; VIRTUOSO, THE MAGAZINE CIRCULATION; AND POSTMASTER INQUIRIES: Virtuoso, The Magazine Circula-
tion, Virtuoso, 777 Main Street, Suite 900, Fort Worth, TX 76102; virtuoso.com. To stop receiving Virtuoso, The Magazine, contact your travel advisor or email help@virtuoso.com. California CST #2069091-50; Washington UBI #601554183. Registration 
as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the state of California. Copyright © 2022 by Virtuoso, Ltd. All rights reserved. Printed in Australia at Pegasus Print Group. SALES OFFICE: Suite 204, 110 Pacific Highway, North Sydney, NSW, 
Australia 2060. Within the United States, Virtuoso, the Globe Swirl Logo, Virtuoso, The Magazine, Specialists in the Art of Travel, We Orchestrate Dreams, Orchestrate Dreams, Journey to Global Citizenship, Return on Life, and Wanderlist are registered 
trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Your Journey Begins With Us, Best of the Best, and Virtuoso Voyages are trademarks of Virtuoso, Ltd. Virtuoso, Ltd., has a U.S. copyright registration for the Globe Swirl Logo, © 2000. Outside the U.S., these marks are the 
property of Virtuoso, Ltd., and the applicable marks are registered with numerous national trademark registries around the world.
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“What was  
your most memorable 

solo trip?”
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for a weeklong pastry 
course at an eighteenth-

century farmhouse.”
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THERE’S ONLY ONE THING BETTER than taking a holiday on a Tahitian island: sailing between several of them aboard a 
sleek yacht. Windstar Cruises’ small ships make onboard activities – from romantic dinners and spa treatments to swim-
ming and stand-up paddleboarding off the ship’s water-sports platform – all the more intimate; meanwhile, in port, 

cruisers get to know Tahiti’s people, culture, and lesser-known gems on a personal level. 

Get Out and About
Screensavers favour the islands of Tahiti for a reason. Imagine experiencing them up close by e-bike, four-wheel drive, ATV, or Jet 
Ski. Windstar’s been sailing in Tahiti for 35 years, so the line knows all the islands’ gifts: vanilla fields and black pearls, sacred temples 
and local foods, rare flowers and brazen sunsets. Immersive shore excursions include heartfelt village visits, scenic hikes, farm 
tours, glass-bottom boat rides, and close encounters with sharks, rays, dolphins, and turtles on drift snorkels and ocean dives. For 
the ultimate seclusion, ride an outrigger canoe to a motu picnic on Huahine, followed by swimming and lessons on local traditions.

Let Sparks Fly 
Special touches begin the moment you come on board a Windstar ship. Your Virtuoso advisor can arrange for you to be welcomed 
with flowers, chocolates, and Champagne. Additional romance-inspired add-ons range from breakfasts in bed to starlit dinners 
and turn-down service, as well as spa credits and professional photo shoots. If that’s not enough, work with the ship’s dedicated 
romance director to surprise your partner with even more sweet extras.

Say I Do (or I Still Do)
Exchanging vows on the bow of a ship may seem like something out of a storybook, but Windstar makes it a reality. Whether it’s a 
party of 2 or 20, the celebration is as relaxed and attentive as the rest of the journey, with the ship’s staff arranging every aspect. 
Bonus: Wedding photos with postcard backdrops from Moorea to Bora Bora – featuring aqua lagoons, verdant peaks, and palm-
studded beaches – will look great framed on your walls back home.

Windstar Cruises visits Tahiti on round-trip-from-Papeete sailings aboard the 148-passenger Wind Spirit: Choose a seven-night Dreams 
of Tahiti voyage or a 10- or 11-night jaunt that adds the Tuamotu Islands, including the Fakarava UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

FALL IN LOVE WITH TAHITI
Windstar Cruises makes the magic happen in the South Pacific. 

Picture yourself here: A trio of excursions for two in the South Pacific with Windstar Cruises. 

SPOTLIGHT ON: WINDSTAR CRUISES  
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Passport

Charmed, We’re Sure
You can wear your heart on your sleeve, but we’re all for wearing your favourite indulgence around your neck. 

Harwell Godfrey’s showstopping 18-karat-gold caviar pendant is adorned with brown and white diamonds 
and a mother-of-pearl spoon. Inspired by jewellry designer Lauren Harwell Godfrey’s love of caviar (her go-to 

is Regiis Ova osetra), the piece is a sparkling ode to one of her favourite things. harwellgodfrey.com.  – Amy Cassell 

PLACES
TRENDS
CULTURE

STYLE

Turn to page 30 
for Lauren Harwell 
Godfrey’s guide to 
the San Francisco 
Bay Area.
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For the Love of Gorillas  
From a tiny cabin in Rwanda’s Virunga Mountains, zoologist Dian Fossey spent 18 years 
championing gorilla conservation efforts, fighting poaching, and helping cast global 
attention on this lush corner of Africa. The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund has carried on her 
legacy, working from the same modest research centre site she established in 1967 – but 
as of earlier this year, they’ve got a sleek new centre to call home, and travellers have an 
opportunity to add more depth to their gorilla-trekking expeditions. 

The new Ellen DeGeneres Campus of the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund (the comedian’s 
donation funded a significant portion of the centre’s development) shines a light on gorilla 
research, conservation, and education. Inside the building, constructed with locally 
sourced materials and featuring rainwater-harvesting systems and green roofs, interac-
tive displays describe the gorillas’ physical and social characteristics, while maps depict 
where trackers have encountered gorilla families. There’s a replica of Fossey’s cabin, built 
on the site where she launched the groundbreaking research famously depicted in the 
1988 film Gorillas in the Mist. “I was in awe of her,” DeGeneres said of Fossey at the cam-
pus’ dedication. “She has been a hero of mine since I was 12. To know I’m doing my part to 
protect endangered gorillas and continue Dian’s legacy is simply amazing.”  

– Amy S. Eckert 

Do it for the Gram – 
and for conservation: 

Through Rwanda’s 
new government-

backed GorillaGram 
programme, gorilla-

trekking travellers 
can now add sug-

gested tags to their 
Instagram posts 

that allow teams to 
monitor the location 
and progress of the 

endangered species.



Contact your VirtuosoTravel Advisor 
to learn more about special offers. 

You’ve finally landed in your 

happy place. Where years  

of dedication meet moments 

of pure abandon. On Seabourn, 

intimate ships with just 264-600 

guests, all ocean-front suites, 

and nearly one team member 

for every guest converge to 

launch your largest possible life.

when it all falls into place.
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Just Back

The Rocky Mountaineer pass-
ing through Ruby Canyon on 

the Colorado-Utah border.

The region’s most impressive feature: The contrasting landscapes. We 

could be travelling through Red Rock Country, then all of a sudden we 

were right next to the Colorado River where people were swimming and 

boating. Next minute, we were looking for bears and other wildlife from 

our window. 

Biggest difference from Australia’s Red Centre: While ours is awe in-

spiring, the terrain is unvaried on the whole – dusty red desert, mountain 

ranges, and gorges. Utah and Colorado’s Red Rocks and Rockies are 

ever-changing.

Top tips for travellers: Bring binoculars to spot wildlife. Also, the viewing 

platform at the end of the carriage is the best spot for taking pictures. 

Pre- or post-trip, definitely stay a few nights in Denver, which is so easy to 

explore. 

Unforgettable moment: The train stopped right in front of an eagles’ 

nest with Mum, Dad, and the chicks. It was great to see this family unit 

with Dad circling close by to ward off predators.  

– Joanne Watson, Sydney

Rolling through 
Red Rocks
A Virtuoso travel advisor’s 
report on a Rocky Mountaineer 
rail trip from Moab, Utah, to 
Denver, Colorado. 
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Cruising

All In on 
Australia
Three ways to discover the best  
of the country’s coastline.

depictions of human figures. Ponant’s ten-night cruises 

between Darwin and Broome aboard the 184-passenger 

Laperouse and 264-passenger Soléal also visit Collier Bay 

to witness Horizontal Falls – aka the Horries – which form 

daily during the 10-metre tidal range. Departures: Multiple 

dates, 24 April through 7 October 2023. 

  WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Silversea’s 144-passenger expedition vessel Silver 

Explorer sails between Darwin and Perth on a 17-night voy-

age that visits Wyndham for flightseeing over the Bungle 

Bungles. Spend two days cruising the Buccaneer Archipel-

ago before heading to the Lacepede Islands to spy brown 

boobies, roseate terns, and endangered green sea turtles. 

Zodiac excursions explore the coral reefs, beaches, and 

lagoons of the Dampier Archipelago and Ningaloo Reef. 

Departures: 9 August and 26 August 2023.

– David Swanson

  KANGAROO ISLAND, BROOME, AND PERTH

Seabourn’s 458-passenger Sojourn sails from Sydney to 

Bali on a 21-night voyage with an overnight stay in Mel-

bourne. Adelaide serves as a launchpad for Barossa Valley 

and McLaren Vale tasting rooms; on Kangaroo Island, pas-

sengers can visit Flinders Chase National Park to explore 

the Remarkable Rocks and search for koalas, long-nosed fur 

seals, platypuses, and other wildlife. After exploring Perth, 

cruisers head north to Broome for sunset camel rides along 

22-kilometre-long Cable Beach. Departure: 7 March 2023.

  THE KIMBERLEY

Stretching nearly 1,100 nautical kilometres, the wild Kim-

berley coast is mostly inaccessible by vehicle but primed 

for small-ship expeditions. Journey inland along the deep-

red King George River gorge, capped by thundering twin 

waterfalls, and call on Jar Island, where 30,000-year-old 

rock art is thought to contain the world’s oldest known 

Kangaroo Island’s  
Remarkable Rocks.



ST. REGIS

Hotel News

A Splash of Safari 
Hotelier Liz Biden’s Royal Malewane is already the most stylish place to stay in South Africa’s Greater Kruger National 
Park, and its colourful new lodge ups the appeal. At the 12-room Waterside, named for its perch beside a watering hole that 
attracts leopards, elephants, and nyala antelope, suites in saturated watermelon, lemon, and mint hues are furnished with 
bubble-gum-pink clawfoot tubs, plush sofas, and bold contemporary paintings by local artists. Vaulted thatch-and-beam 
ceilings underscore the savanna locale, and glass walls slide open to private decks with outdoor showers, rope-suspended 
daybeds, plunge pools, and views of fever trees and grazing wildlife. 

For all its sophistication, Waterside caters to families, with a children’s entertainment area stocked with art supplies, 
foosball and pool tables, and screens for gaming and movies. Safari guides keep all ages engaged while tracking animals 
during twice-daily game drives. Back at base, rangers lead children on walks around the grounds to look for black-headed 
orioles and baboons drawn to the fever tree forest, freeing adults to enjoy the gym, yoga room, and spa, which includes a 
hammam and a couple’s treatment suite. Multiple private dining locations, including a firelit patio under a star-filled sky, 
capitalise on the lodge’s gorgeous natural backdrops. Accommodations include all meals, drinks, laundry, and twice-daily 
game drives.  – Elaine Glusac

A Waterside one- 
bedroom Luxury Suite.
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ADVERTISEMENT

SHIMMERING LIKE GREEN VAPOUR across an inky sky, 
the northern lights top travellers’ wish lists worldwide. 
For your own epic experience, head to Canada, where 

85 per cent of the country lies within the auroral oval, a ring of 
geomagnetic activity that encircles the North Pole. Time your 
trip right (between October and March) and it’s highly likely 
you’ll catch nature’s best show. Add Indigenous cultural heri-
tage, wildlife encounters, and winter adventures, and you’ve 
got a trip for the books. Here, three surreal regions where you 
can make it happen. 

Northwest Territories: A Cultural Haven 
Sprawling across vast plains, lofty peaks, and icy arctic islands 
northeast of British Columbia, the Northwest Territories are 
home to Canada’s longest river, five national parks, and exactly 
one city: Yellowknife. Nestled on the shores of Great Slave 
Lake – North America’s deepest lake – this diverse capital is a 
hub for cultural experiences and a launchpad for winter magic. 
After dark, take in the northern lights at a remote lodge while 
heating up by a bonfire or in a hot tub. By day, elder-led craft 
workshops, demonstrations, and storytelling illuminate the tradi-
tions of the area’s 33 Indigenous communities. 

Manitoba: Polar Bear Country
Sharing a border with Ontario to the east and the United 
States to the south, this area at the heart of Canada is home to 
one of the world’s greatest populations of polar bears, which 
congregate near the town of Churchill on Hudson Bay’s rocky 
coast. Guided treks and tundra buggies bring you up close to 
the bears, as well as other subarctic wildlife such as moose, 
seals, caribou, wolves, and foxes. Later, cosy evenings back at 
the lodge include wine-paired meals and lectures from experts, 
as well as prime chances to catch the aurora: Lodge staff will 
even wake you if the lights (or wandering polar bears) appear 
after you’ve gone to bed.

Yukon: Winter Wonderland
Flanked by Alaska and the Northwest Territories, this erstwhile 
gold-rush territory is now an alpine playground that’s home to 
some of the country’s highest summits, including 5,959-metre 
Mount Logan, Canada’s tallest mountain. Itineraries kick off in 
Whitehorse, the province’s capital, where aurora viewing takes 
centre stage and guides offer pro photo tips. Daytime jaunts 
range from mild (snowshoeing and hot-springs soaking) to wild 
(snowmobiling and flightseeing). For peak memory-making, 
take a dog-sledding excursion across the wintry terrain. 

SEE THE LIGHT
How to spy the aurora borealis on an adventure in the Great White North. 

From top: A Northwest Territories light show, polar bears near Churchill’s Hudson Bay, and an adrenaline rush in the Yukon.

SPOTLIGHT ON: CANADA
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City Guide

Small and Mighty 
Singapore roars back on the scene.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS SCHALKX
Claudine, a 

colonial chapel 
turned brasserie.
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art and cuisine. Chef Ivan Brehm and his team dish out an 

omakase menu that could include everything from Spanish 

shrimp fritters to sourdough with Sichuan-pepper-speck-

led stracciatella cheese. 

DRINK  Sustainability is key at Analogue, a plant-based 

restaurant and cocktail spot with a bar counter 3D-

printed from nearly 1,600 kilograms of recycled plastic. 

Similarly, the drink menu features ingredients with mini-

mal eco-impact, such as vegan honey, blue spirulina, 

and carob powder. 

Moodily lit Live Twice pays tribute to mid-century modern 

Japan. The drinks, mixed by a sharp-suited bar team, riff 

on Japanese classics such as mizuwari highballs or cre-

ative interpretations such as Roku gin paired with orange 

riesling and high-mountain tea. 

SHOP  Dandy gentlemen and women from around Asia 

flock to Joo Chiat mainstay Hat of Cain for custom-fitted 

Panama hats woven in Ecuador. Mustachioed owner Bill 

Cain advises his clients on everything from brim widths to 

weaving styles and can customise headbands. 

An unassuming industrial building near Jalan Besar is the 

surprising setting of The General Co, which specialises in 

artisanal pieces such as made-to-order wallets, luggage 

tags, and hand-painted leather goods. On the ground floor, 

woodworking design studio Roger&Sons stocks modern 

cutting boards and coasters. 

City Guide

F
ROM LITTLE INDIA’S colourful Hindu shrines to 

the Arab Quarter’s onion-domed mosques, Sentosa’s 

palm-studded beaches, and its lush jungle hinterland, 

Singapore seems to cram the gamut of Asia’s natural 

and cultural highlights into a compact space. During the 

pandemic, this city-state boosted its eco-cred, wrapping up 

rewilding projects such as the cross-country Rail Corridor 

trail. At the same time, the formerly gritty suburb of Joo Chiat 

saw third-wave coffee shops and rootsy boutiques such as 

Common Man Coffee Roasters and Crane breathe new life 

into the area’s Peranakan heritage homes. 

EAT  After turning his fine-dining French restaurant 

Odette into a three-Michelin-starred hit, chef Julien Royer 

took his latest opening, Claudine, in a more casual direc-

tion. Housed in a 1930s chapel in Dempsey Hill, the restau-

rant focuses on Royer’s heirloom family recipes designed 

for sharing, such as a spot-on steak tartare and vol-au-vent 

with cockscomb and morel mushrooms.

Central Business District hot spot Rosemead redefines 

what it means to eat locally in a dining scene more often 

associated with airlifted produce. Chef David Tang works 

closely with regional farmers for seasonal menus that 

range from local fish prepared on the open kitchen’s 

lychee-wood grill to flower-flecked plates of mangrove crab 

tartines. 

Equal parts vinyl listening bar, gallery, and food lab, Chi-

natown’s Appetite delivers a deep dive into cross-cultural 



SOFITEL

Hit up the sleek store-café of homegrown fashion label In 
Good Company in the basement of ION Orchard for tactile 

accessories and men’s- and womenswear in bold mono-

chromes and modish silhouettes.

 

STAY  Raffles Singapore might have opened more than 

a century ago, but a 2019 makeover gave the 115-suite 

icon a fresh look and introduced new restaurants by Alain 

From far left: Singapore’s architecture shines on, Roger&Sons, colourful Joo Chiat, and cocktails at Analogue.

Ducasse and Anne-Sophie Pic. Accommodations include 

breakfast daily and a $150 hotel credit. 

Behind the honeycomb facade of a gleaming high-rise, 

Andaz Singapore’s 342 rooms feature big-city views and 

summery interiors. The tepee-dotted rooftop hangout, Mr. 

Stork, is a brilliant spot for sundowners. Accommodations 

include breakfast daily and a $150 dining credit.  

“Singaporeans are seri-
ous about our late-night 
street-food culture. You 
can’t get more local 
than galivanting around 
Geylang at 2 am. Span-
ning more than 30 streets 
known as lorongs, this 
neighbourhood offers 
everything from dim sum 
to wok-fried noodles in 
black bean sauce, frog-leg 
porridge, herbal pork-rib 
soup, scissor-cut curry 
rice, and more.”  

– Hui-Juan Lim,  
Virtuoso travel agency 
cofounder, Singapore

FYI
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Discover your Art de Vivre 
Luxury now in South Australia
Sydney - Brisbane - Gold Coast - Melbourne - Adelaide



PHARAOHS & PYRAMIDS

CAIRO – CAIRO
12 DAYS | 11 GUIDED TOURS | 1 COUNTRY
SET SAIL JAN-MAY, AUG-DEC 2024

From $7,295pp in Deluxe stateroom
SAVE $3,400 per couple

ISRAEL

Mediterranean
Sea

Red
Sea

EGYPT 

JORDAN Cairo

Qena

Luxor

Edfu

Esna

Aswan
Kom Ombo

Petra

AmmanJerusalem

Bethlehem Dead
Sea

NILE
Cruise
Air
Overnight in Port

FRANCE’S FINEST

PARIS – AVIGNON or vice versa
15 DAYS | 13 GUIDED TOURS | 1 COUNTRY
SET SAIL MAR-NOV 2023; MAR-NOV 2024

From $4,695pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $4,600 per couple

FRANCE

Giverny
Les Andelys

Rouen

Vernon
Mantes-la-Jolie

Paris
Omaha Beach

Gold Beach
Juno Beach

Nice

RHÔNE

SEINE

RHÔNE

Tournon
Viviers

Lyon
Vienne

Avignon
Arles

Burgundy

Normandy

Provence

Combine two France cruises
for a once-in-a-lifetime vacation.

Cruise
Train
Overnight in Port

PORTUGAL’S RIVER OF GOLD

LISBON – PORTO
10 DAYS | 8 GUIDED TOURS | 2 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL MAR-NOV 2023; MAR-DEC 2024

From $4,495pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $2,000 per couple

Atlantic
Ocean

PORTUGAL

SPAIN
Porto

Braga Régua

Lamego Pinhão

Barca d’Alva
Vega de Terrón

Salamanca

Coimbra

Lisbon

Madrid

DOURO RIVER

Santiago de Compostela

Cruise
Motor Coach
Overnight in Port

MAGNIFICENT MEKONG

HANOI – HO CHI MINH CITY
15 DAYS | 16 GUIDED TOURS | 2 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL JUL-DEC 2023; JAN-MAR, JUL-DEC 2024

From $5,995pp in French Balcony
SAVE $2,350 per couple

Gulf
 of 

Tonkin

South
China

Sea

Gulf
of

Thailand

CAMBODIA 

THAILAND 

VIETNAM 

Bangkok

Hanoi Ha Long
Bay

Phnom Penh
Tân Châu

Sa Ðéc

Ho Chi Minh City
(Saigon)Cái Be

Siem Reap
Angkor Wat

MEKONG

MEKONG

TONLE SAP LAKE Kampong Cham

Mỹ Tho
Cruise
Air
Motor Coach
Overnight in Port

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person, in Australian dollars, based on double occupancy, subject to availability, includes all advertised discounts and correct at time of printing. Guests are required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 at time of travel. 
European Sojourn based on 27 June 2023 departure. France’s Finest based on 31 October 2023 departure. Portugal’s River of Gold based on 6 November 2023 departure. Pharaohs & Pyramids based on 8 May 2024 departure. Magnifi cent Mekong based 
on 2 August 2024 departure. These offers are valid on new bookings made between 1 November and 16 December 2022 unless sold out prior. For full terms and conditions visit viking.com

Enjoy, it’s all included...
• Deluxe accommodation in a 

riverview stateroom

• Guided excursion in each port 
of call

• Onboard meals and beverages, 
including wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner

• Specialty coff ee, tea and 
bottled water

• Culture Curriculum: Lectures 
and performances of music, 
art, dance, cooking and history 

• Unlimited Wi-Fi

• All onboard gratuities, port 
charges and taxes

• No credit card surcharges

VIKING LONGSHIP GIZA, EGYPT

LISBON, PORTUGAL

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL VIRTUOSO ADVISOR TO 
BEGIN YOUR VIKING JOURNEY

EUROPEAN SOJOURN

AMSTERDAM – BUCHAREST or vice versa
23 DAYS | 19 GUIDED TOURS | 8 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL MAR-OCT 2023; APR-OCT 2024

From $9,995pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $4,600 per couple

HUNGARY

ROMANIA

SERBIA
BULGARIA Black

Sea

Iron Gate
CROATIA

Transylvania

THE NETHERLANDS
North

Sea
GERMANY

AUSTRIA

MAIN MAIN–DANUBE
CANAL

DANUBE

DANUBE

RHINE

Budapest

Belgrade

Veliko 
Tarnovo

RuseVidin

Kalocsa

Giurgiu

Osijek

Bucharest

Nuremberg 

Vienna 
Melk Passau Regensburg

Bamberg

Miltenberg
Würzburg
Rothenburg

Krems

Amsterdam

Cologne
Koblenz

Kinderdijk

Golubac

Cruise
Motor Coach
Overnight in Port

V I K I N G  V O T E D 
BEST RIVER LINE

For the second year in a row, Viking has 
been voted both the Best River Line and 
the Best Ocean Line by Condé Nast Traveller
in the publication’s 2022 Readers’ Choice 
Awards. Plus, they were recently named 
#1 for both rivers and oceans by Travel + 
Leisure, making them the only cruise line 
to reach the top of its categories in both 
publications in the same year. 

You’re invited to experience the world’s 
best river cruise line for yourself as you’re 
immersed in new cultures on board 
their award-winning ships. With sleek 
Scandinavian design features and all the 
comforts of a luxe hotel, Viking ships are 
built to gently carry you into some of the 
most incredible cities in the world. So, you 
will arrive rested, relaxed and ready to explore. 

Discover why well-travelled guests prefer to 
travel with Viking time and time again.

TRAVEL WITH EASE
Unpack your bags just once, then settle in 
and witness the ever-changing landscapes 
and breathtaking scenery surrounding you. 
Discover the highlights of the world’s most 
spectacular rivers – from the Rhine, Seine and 
Douro to the Mekong, Nile and Mississippi – 
all right outside your stateroom door.

THOUGHTFULLY DESIGNED SHIPS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR JOURNEY
Viking’s Longships and purpose-built ships 
have set the new standard in river cruising, 
providing the most spacious suites – including 
staterooms with full-size verandas. The 
streamlined design features and ¡ oor-to-
ceiling windows create elegant, inviting 
interiors bathed in natural light. If you’re still 
craving more of the great outdoors, you
can head up to the expansive sun deck or dine 
al fresco on our Aquavit Terrace – the only 
outdoor restaurant on any river ship in Europe. 

Because Viking owns and operates their 
ships, no detail escapes their attention – 
that’s the Viking diff erence. They create 
meaningful experiences for The Thinking 
Person and make no apologies for their no 
kids, no casinos approach to cruising.

“What an extraordinary way 
to experience Europe. From 

the warm welcome at check in, 
the gourmet meals and wine 

throughout, to the new friends 
made onboard. Viking truly is 

a fi ve-star delight.”

Thea Bainbridge
Jamison Plaza Travel Associates
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CAIRO – CAIRO
12 DAYS | 11 GUIDED TOURS | 1 COUNTRY
SET SAIL JAN-MAY, AUG-DEC 2024

From $7,295pp in Deluxe stateroom
SAVE $3,400 per couple
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FRANCE’S FINEST

PARIS – AVIGNON or vice versa
15 DAYS | 13 GUIDED TOURS | 1 COUNTRY
SET SAIL MAR-NOV 2023; MAR-NOV 2024

From $4,695pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $4,600 per couple
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for a once-in-a-lifetime vacation.
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PORTUGAL’S RIVER OF GOLD

LISBON – PORTO
10 DAYS | 8 GUIDED TOURS | 2 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL MAR-NOV 2023; MAR-DEC 2024

From $4,495pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $2,000 per couple
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MAGNIFICENT MEKONG

HANOI – HO CHI MINH CITY
15 DAYS | 16 GUIDED TOURS | 2 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL JUL-DEC 2023; JAN-MAR, JUL-DEC 2024

From $5,995pp in French Balcony
SAVE $2,350 per couple
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*Conditions apply. Prices are per person, in Australian dollars, based on double occupancy, subject to availability, includes all advertised discounts and correct at time of printing. Guests are required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 at time of travel. 
European Sojourn based on 27 June 2023 departure. France’s Finest based on 31 October 2023 departure. Portugal’s River of Gold based on 6 November 2023 departure. Pharaohs & Pyramids based on 8 May 2024 departure. Magnifi cent Mekong based 
on 2 August 2024 departure. These offers are valid on new bookings made between 1 November and 16 December 2022 unless sold out prior. For full terms and conditions visit viking.com

Enjoy, it’s all included...
• Deluxe accommodation in a 

riverview stateroom

• Guided excursion in each port 
of call

• Onboard meals and beverages, 
including wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner

• Specialty coff ee, tea and 
bottled water

• Culture Curriculum: Lectures 
and performances of music, 
art, dance, cooking and history 

• Unlimited Wi-Fi

• All onboard gratuities, port 
charges and taxes

• No credit card surcharges

VIKING LONGSHIP GIZA, EGYPT

LISBON, PORTUGAL

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL VIRTUOSO ADVISOR TO 
BEGIN YOUR VIKING JOURNEY

EUROPEAN SOJOURN

AMSTERDAM – BUCHAREST or vice versa
23 DAYS | 19 GUIDED TOURS | 8 COUNTRIES
SET SAIL MAR-OCT 2023; APR-OCT 2024

From $9,995pp in Standard stateroom
SAVE $4,600 per couple
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V I K I N G  V O T E D 
BEST RIVER LINE

For the second year in a row, Viking has 
been voted both the Best River Line and 
the Best Ocean Line by Condé Nast Traveller
in the publication’s 2022 Readers’ Choice 
Awards. Plus, they were recently named 
#1 for both rivers and oceans by Travel + 
Leisure, making them the only cruise line 
to reach the top of its categories in both 
publications in the same year. 

You’re invited to experience the world’s 
best river cruise line for yourself as you’re 
immersed in new cultures on board 
their award-winning ships. With sleek 
Scandinavian design features and all the 
comforts of a luxe hotel, Viking ships are 
built to gently carry you into some of the 
most incredible cities in the world. So, you 
will arrive rested, relaxed and ready to explore. 

Discover why well-travelled guests prefer to 
travel with Viking time and time again.

TRAVEL WITH EASE
Unpack your bags just once, then settle in 
and witness the ever-changing landscapes 
and breathtaking scenery surrounding you. 
Discover the highlights of the world’s most 
spectacular rivers – from the Rhine, Seine and 
Douro to the Mekong, Nile and Mississippi – 
all right outside your stateroom door.

THOUGHTFULLY DESIGNED SHIPS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR JOURNEY
Viking’s Longships and purpose-built ships 
have set the new standard in river cruising, 
providing the most spacious suites – including 
staterooms with full-size verandas. The 
streamlined design features and ¡ oor-to-
ceiling windows create elegant, inviting 
interiors bathed in natural light. If you’re still 
craving more of the great outdoors, you
can head up to the expansive sun deck or dine 
al fresco on our Aquavit Terrace – the only 
outdoor restaurant on any river ship in Europe. 

Because Viking owns and operates their 
ships, no detail escapes their attention – 
that’s the Viking diff erence. They create 
meaningful experiences for The Thinking 
Person and make no apologies for their no 
kids, no casinos approach to cruising.

“What an extraordinary way 
to experience Europe. From 

the warm welcome at check in, 
the gourmet meals and wine 

throughout, to the new friends 
made onboard. Viking truly is 

a fi ve-star delight.”

Thea Bainbridge
Jamison Plaza Travel Associates
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The Virtuoso Life

Great Taste in Travel
Lauren Harwell Godfrey packs options.

INTERVIEW BY MARIKA CAIN  PHOTOGRAPHY BY LAURA FLIPPEN
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S
AN FRANSISCO AREA jewellry designer Lauren Har-

well Godfrey attended culinary school before launch-

ing her namesake line of fine jewellry that’s inspired 

by African and other traditional ethnic textiles. “I love 

food,” she says. “I typically have restaurant reservations 

sorted before anything else and have definitely planned a 

trip or two around a meal.” She’s also an avid traveller – past 

highlights include Morocco, India, Spain, Mexico, Kauai, and 

the Amalfi Coast. Wherever she goes, she wants to look good: 

“I love to get dressed up for a fabulous meal. I’m not a light 

packer because I like to have a range of clothing options.”  

New-to-her African destinations are at the top of her list, 

along with Machu Picchu, Patagonia, and New Zealand. “I 

would truly like to go everywhere!” she says.

LAUREN’S BAY AREA MUSTS
I moved to San Francisco in the 1990s and have had many 

different lives here: university student, advertising cre-

ative, culinary school attendee, and more. I’ve since moved 

across the bridge, but San Francisco will always have a 

special place in my heart. 

San Francisco restaurants are excellent. Some of my 

favourites: State Bird Provisions and its sister restaurants 

The Progress and The Anchovy Bar; Zuni Café (which has 

been around since the 1970s); and Cotogna and its fancy 

big sister, Quince. I could go on and on about great San 

Francisco food! 

Our museums and galleries are also world class – 

the de Young, SFMOMA, the Legion of Honor, Jessica 

Silverman gallery, to name a few. And each neighbour-

hood has its own flavour. My favourites are NoPa, where 

I used to live, the Mission, the Castro, North Beach, and 

Jackson Square. 

Marin, where I live now, is the most beautiful place, with 

tons of hiking and majestic old redwoods on Mount Tamal-

pais. And wine country is magical. My favourite places to 

stay are Solage, Meadowood, and the Carneros Resort and 

Spa, but I’m looking forward to checking out Stanly Ranch. 

My favourite restaurants are Valley Bar + Bottle Shop, 

The Charter Oak, and everything in the Thomas Keller 

group (Bouchon, The French Laundry, Regiis Ova Caviar & 

Champagne Lounge, and Ad Hoc + Addendum). I also love 

Scribe Winery for its delicious wines, beautiful spaces, and 

fun gatherings. Sonoma’s Gundlach Bundschu Winery puts 

on a really fun music festival called Huichica and hosts 

interesting bands all year long. 

Speaking of arts and music venues, I love The Greek 

Theatre in Berkeley and Oakland’s Fox Theater. McMullen 

boutique in Oakland has my favourite fashion finds in the 

Bay Area.  

Ring cam: Harwell  
Godfrey’s Marin studio. 



2019



2019
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A fine-art photographer shines a light on the women  
of her home country.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY THANDIWE MURIU

KENYAN COOL
Camo 31 (above) features aviators crafted from the same steel wool used to scrub sufurias,  

aluminium cooking pots. Opposite: Camo 21, with glasses hand-beaded by a Maasai artisan and 
adorned with padlocks like those Kenyan schoolchildren use to lock their desks.
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as a way to celebrate the beauty of the African woman through the fabrics she wears. I quickly re-
alised, however, there’s so much more to it than what we wear or how we look. I wanted to celebrate 
everything I struggled with in my own beauty journey: my hair, my skin, and my identity as a mod-
ern woman living in a more traditional culture.

I called this series Camo because the subject of each image camouflages into the background. As 
individuals, we can lose ourselves to cultural expectations, yet there are such unique and beautiful 
things about every one of us. It’s a little ironic: I want my models to blend into the background even 
as they stand out.

Camo is joyful art inspired by the joyful people of Kenya. Kenyan men, women, and children 
dress up in outfits made from brightly coloured traditional fabrics whenever we want to look our 
best, especially at big events. You might see the same fabric on several women, but they each wear 
it differently, reflecting their personalities. 

The objects I use to make the accessories in Camo are items I interact with daily as a Kenyan. 
They were fixtures of my childhood, used by my mother (and probably even my grandmother). I’ve 
incorporated bottle tops, plastic combs, sieves, straws, and even bottle brushes. Kenyans are re-
sourceful repurposers. Handheld plastic mirrors might be used as side mirrors on a bicycle weav-
ing through traffic or even as decorative clothing accessories on a Maasai warrior! 

The eyewear in one photo, for example, is made from pins often found at the hair stalls in distinct 
red and yellow fan-shaped holders that have remained unchanged since the 1980s. Another one 
uses mosquito coils, and a third bicycle gears reminiscent of those found on popular Kenyan bikes 
from the brand known as Black Mamba. I enjoy fabricating the Camo eyewear the most because it 
requires me to see ordinary objects as the foundation for exciting fashion accessories.

Before creating each new image, I research traditional African hairstyles, then work with a styl-
ist to design a modern interpretation of the hair. I also source fabrics from marketplaces across 
Africa. This is the hardest part because I’m looking for very specific, colourful pieces. I believe each 
piece has a personality, and I try to design an outfit that makes the print come alive, working with 
a local tailor to stitch the clothes. 

The more I delve into the Camo series, the more I learn about my own culture, people, and his-
tory. The project has allowed me to view my heritage in a new way. I’m often asked if my works are 
paintings, and many viewers are shocked to discover the images are all shot in one frame with no 
Photoshopping. Once or twice, I’ve watched viewers sneak a quick selfie with my prints, mimicking 
the model’s pose. I’m always delighted to see people joyfully interacting with my work.

MY PERSONAL WORK BEGAN

Camo 16 incorporates 
bottle brushes found in 

most Kenyan homes.
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IF YOU HAVE TIME, I SUGGEST TRAVELLING THE COUNTRY BY ROAD, to take in the diverse scenery and 
catch some adventures along the way. From escarpments to tea fields, beaches to hilly towns, Kenya has it all. 

Begin in Nairobi, a city that’s coming alive artistically. There are metalsmiths crafting bold creations and 
Maasai markets around the city where skilled hands bead beautiful works. The joy of Nairobi is the warmth 
of its people, and a smile is readily available in every interaction.

One of my top spots to view and photograph elephants is Amboseli National Park, where they roam in big 
herds, peacefully foraging. It was there that I saw my first ever “super tusker,” Tim, who had tusks almost to 
the ground. He was magnificent.

The bush is hot and dusty, so why not round off the trip sipping drinks on Lamu’s magnificent beaches, 
where there’s magic in the air? Visiting this little island is like stepping back in time to when life was unhur-
ried. Fun fact: There are only two cars on the island – everyone uses boats and donkeys to get around!

GO  Take Muriu’s tips for a spin with a Kenya exploration from Virtuoso on-site tour connection andBeyond 
Kenya. The nine-day journey by road begins with two nights in Nairobi and visits to the Karen Blixen Mu-
seum, the Giraffe Centre, and the elephants of the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust. Two nights in Amboseli National 
Park follow, with Mount Kilimanjaro in the distance and wildlife viewing led by Maasai guides. The trip 
concludes on the coast at a Lamu archipelago resort for snorkelling, fishing, and unwinding. Departures: Any 
day through June 2023.

STAY  Mahali Mzuri, Richard Branson’s safari camp in Kenya’s Olare Motorogi Conservancy, puts travellers 
in front-row seats for the Great Migration. Zebras, wildebeests, and more pass by the 12 chic tents (each 
with a private deck) during their annual 1,900-kilometre circuit from the Serengeti to the Maasai Mara. 
Accommodations include all meals and beverages, twice-daily game drives, transfers from Olare Orok airstrip, 
local market visits, and a $150 gift shop or spa credit.

Nairobi’s Fairmont The Norfolk has hosted a parade of luminary safari-goers since its 1904 opening and 
provides a verdant base for city explorations. The 139 rooms and suites set around tropical gardens make 
for an easy retreat from city life. Accommodations include breakfast daily and one 50-minute massage for two.

At Hemingways Nairobi in the city’s Karen suburb, each of the 45 suites (the smallest are 80 square me-
tres) gets a dedicated butler. Suites also have balconies facing the Ngong Hills, walk-in closets, and canopy 
beds. The hotel gives travellers quick access to Nairobi classics, including the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust and 
the Giraffe Centre. Accommodations include breakfast daily and one 50-minute massage for two.  

THANDIWE MURIU’S KENYA

Camo 4, with computer 
fans from the archaic 
school machines of the 
artist’s youth.



Explora Journeys is CREATING  a collection of journeys that offer the perfect  
BLEND  of celebrated destinations and less-traveled spots, both seen from a new and 

ORIGINAL  point of view that will inspire and EXCITE  in equal measure.

All journeys include high speed unlimited Wi-Fi, access to sophisticated varied  
experiences across 18 food and beverage venues, unlimited beverages, fine wines, 
premium spirits, a welcome bottle of champagne, onboard gratuities, and more.*

The Explora Journeys team looks forward to welcoming guests from July 2023.

INTRODUCING OUR JOURNEYS COLLECTION

Fares are cruise only, per person; subject to availability, and subject to change at any time; Terms & Conditions apply. 
*Experience fee applicable to two venues

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR

Ocean Suite fares from AUD 8,000 pp
Ocean Penthouse fares from AUD 13,400 pp 
Ocean Residence fares from AUD 15,550 pp

Ocean Suite fares from AUD 10,200 pp
Ocean Penthouse fares from AUD 15,600 pp
Ocean Residence fares from AUD 19,050 pp

Inaugural United Kingdom & Ireland 
Journey - Scottish Lochs, Irish Isle & 

Military Tattoo

Artic Geysers, Calving Glaciers, 
and Fiery Lands of Ice

24 AUGUST – 2 SEPTEMBER 2023 
9 NIGHTS

9 SEPTEMBER – 25 SEPTEMBER 2023
16 NIGHTS

SOUTHAMPTON • EDINBURGH (SOUTH 
QUEENSFERRY) - OVERNIGHT •  

NEWCASTLE (TYNE) • INVERGORDON • 
STORNOWAY (ISLE OF LEWIS) •  

GREENCASTLE (COUNTY DONEGAL) • 
LIVERPOOL • GLASGOW (GREENOCK)

FEATURED JOURNEYS 

REYKJAVIK - OVERNIGHT •  
AKUREYRI • ISAFJORDUR • SAILING  

THE PRINS CHRISTIAN • SUND WATERWAY • 
PAAMIUT • NUUK (GODTHAAB) •  

QAQORTOQ (JULIANEHÅB) • SAILING  
THE LABRADOR SEA • SYDNEY • SAINT 

 JOHN (BAY OF FUNDY) • NEW YORK CITY
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The Adrienne moored near Longecourt-en-Plaine and (right)  
chardonnay grapes in a grand cru Bâtard-Montrachet vineyard.
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H A U T E   p l a i n s  d r i f t e r

Discovering the best of Burgundy by Canal.

by gayle keck  photography by clara tuma
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T’S THE $26,000 BOTTLE of wine 
that really brings us together. We’re 
not sipping the stratospherically priced 
Romanée-Conti – our table of 11 pas-

sengers aboard the Adrienne is speculating 
about it over dinner. Questions fly: Is a single 
bottle of pinot noir really better than 260 
hundred-dollar bottles? If we all chipped in 
to buy a bottle, what would it cost per per-
son? And how much wine would each of us 
get? (A couple of sips, at $2,400 per person, a 
mathematically inclined fellow figures.)

I admit, at this point, we’re a bit giddy. 
We’ve sneaked tastes of ripe pinot noir 
grapes from a grand cru vineyard, indulged 
in meals cooked by our private French chef 
(honoured with three Michelin stars at past 
gigs), and transited 12 locks on the Canal de 
Bourgogne. Then there’s the wine: Pouilly-
Fuissé, Côte de Nuits, Savigny-lès-Beaune Premier Cru – big Burgundy names, all generously poured – and it’s only our 
first full day aboard the six-cabin luxury barge. 

I’ve long been fascinated by canals, true engineering feats of their era, marked by locks that raise and lower vessels to 
aid navigation. You can find a few barge trips in England and Scotland, but France is crisscrossed with canals, offering 
many options, from do-it-yourself rentals to all-inclusive cruises like ours. French Country Waterways sails four itiner-
aries, in Burgundy, Champagne, Alsace-Lorraine, and the Upper Loire, each with a focus on regional wine and food. Its 
fleet comprises five barges, carrying just 8 to 18 passengers each.  

River cruises abound in Europe, but they’re vastly different from canal barging. Riverboats carry ten times (or more) pas-
sengers, travel farther and faster, and offer multiple excursion choices. Barges are much more intimate, with an inimitable 
personal vibe. As Virtuoso travel advisor Michael Holbrook explains, “Each of French Country Waterways’ barges is more 
like a floating, fully staffed guesthouse with a private chef than a cruise ship.” One thing he particularly valued on his three 
previous trips was interaction with the six-person crew. “They almost became family by the end of the cruise,” he says.

Our voyage will take us from Dijon to Saint-Léger-sur-Dheune, a distance you could drive in about an hour, but which 
will take us a laid-back seven days. We’ll sail down the Canal de Bourgogne to the Saône River, then into the sinuous 
Canal du Centre – all waterways that are part of a historic network connecting the Mediterranean to the Atlantic. 

To protect the canal, barges legally can’t exceed 4 to 8 kilometres per hour – the speed of a very leisurely saunter. The 
pace seems plodding at first, but then you start noticing things you’d otherwise miss. Perch, pike, and carp dart in the 
placid, 20-metre-wide canal. Swans paddle past, grey herons glide overhead, and wading egrets crane their necks to 
inspect us as we drift by.

Wildflowers often carpet the shoreline. There’s frilly Queen Anne’s lace, spikes of violet loosestrife, and delicate pink 
bindweed. A passenger who often walks the towpath returns with bouquets, wild blackberries, and apples he’s foraged 
along the way.

Twelfth-century Château 
de Rully and (opposite) 

Saint-Jean-de-Losne.

I
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Trees arch overhead, many with mistletoe balls clinging to their 
branches. Charolais cattle graze in nearby pastures, and we slip by fields 
of sweetcorn and sunflowers, marked with reminders of the canals’ 
industrial past: grain elevators, gravel depots, and the rusting hulks of 
cranes. But most of the journey unwinds through bucolic countryside. 

Transiting locks is an art: Our 38-metre barge eases in with just cen-
timetres to spare on each side. Charley, the lanky deckhand, wrangles 
ropes and closes lock gates before hopping aboard the barge’s roof as we 
descend into shadow, then performs a startling Olympics-worthy flip 
onto the deck below. Scents intensify – of wet concrete, mud, and the 
water plants that cling to the lock’s walls. When we’ve reached the new 
water level, Charley throws his weight into levers that swing open the 
gates at our bow, and we slip out.

CAPTAIN MATTHEW‚ a witty Brit who’s worked on barge cruises for 
four decades, leads our morning and afternoon excursions. One day, he 
takes us past fields of ripening grapes to Clos de Vougeot, a vast vine-
yard and château founded by Cistercian monks in the twelfth century; 
four massive presses that once used the weight of huge beams to crush 
grapes attest to the monks’ ingenuity. At Château de Chassagne-Mon-
trachet, vaulted twelfth-century stone cellars built by Cluniac monks 
are heady with the aroma of aging wine. 

Dijon may be known for its mustard shops, but there’s much more to 
see in this historic seat of the dukes of Burgundy. Matthew shows us the 
ornate ducal palace, then walks us past an ancient half-timbered house 
and down rue de la Chouette (Owl Street) to the side of Notre-Dame de 
Dijon church, where he points out a stone owl, worn smooth by 300 years 
of visitors, who believe touching it will make their wish come true. 

In Beaune, we tour the fifteenth-century Hospices, a former charity hos-
pital, topped by yellow, red, green, and black tiles arrayed in bold geometric 
shapes. Inside, the display of ancient medical tools made me cringe, but a 
sign noting the daily patient allotments of red wine made me smile. 

Docking at Chagny, we hop off and head to Château de Rully, where 
its 26th-generation count leads us through his family castle. He’s full 
of stories, like the tale of an ancestor who travelled with two coaches – 
“one for himself and one for his wineglass,” now displayed in a dining 
room cabinet. “It holds four bottles of wine,” the count notes, “and he 
drank it all in one go.” After the tour, we sample the estate’s wines – 
with slightly more restraint.

A highlight of all French Country Waterways itineraries is dinner at a 
Michelin-starred restaurant. At Chagny’s three-starred Maison Lamel- 
oise, we savour foie gras “lollipops”; four dainty amuse-bouches, includ-
ing a little pastry pillow with Beaune sausage; a main course of monkfish 

A passenger who often walks

the towpath returns with bouquets,  

wild blackberries, and apples he’s foraged 
along the way.
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Clockwise from left:  
Dinner on Dijon’s place 
de la Libération, and 
wine and cheese selec-
tions on the Adrienne. 
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with chanterelle mushrooms; a mind-boggling cheese cart;  and lemon mousse with jasmine-lemon sorbet – all topped off 
with trays of mignardises (bite-sized desserts), chocolate truffles, and pâtes de fruits.

When it comes to onboard meals, well, apologies to Hemingway, but Adrienne is the real moveable feast. From freshly 
baked breakfast pastries, sourced at boulangeries along the way, to lunches of salads, quiche, and roasted meats to cock-
tail appetizers and five-course dinners, you’ll never go hungry.  

Starters at the candlelit dinners included seared scallops, the chef’s cured salmon garnished with roe, or soup made with 
julienned vegetables and tender bites of veal in a light coconut-milk broth. Main courses featured delicate cod with thin 
cucumber “scales” or lamb two ways: a tenderloin and a savoury merguez sausage patty. Lobster? Mais oui! Filet mignon? 
Bien sûr! Menus change weekly, depending on the chefs’ whims.

Red and white wines flow at each meal (aside from breakfast) – a total of 22 labels over the week. At lunches and 
dinners, servers present a selection of three artisan cheeses, with no repeats and often introduced with a story. To wit: 
The truncated-pyramid shape of Valençay goat cheese was once actually a full pyramid, served to Napoleon after his 
disastrous Egypt campaign. Legend has it the infuriated emperor lopped the top off with his sword. It’s been made in 
that shape ever since.

Fortunately, you can compensate for all that food by walking or biking along the towpaths on either side of the canal. 
Beyond the waterway, villages have sights that are easy to discover by bike, such as quirky Château de Longecourt in 
Longecourt-en-Plaine or L’Antre Pots Fleuris, where you might pick up an octopus candelabra, and A Comme, which 
sells antique linens, both in Saint-Léger-sur-Dheune.

On our final night, we exchange toasts and hugs. And we joke that maybe someday we’ll meet up again on the Adrienne 
to split that bottle of Romanée-Conti. It’ll happen – I made a wish on that owl in Dijon.

From left: Maison Lameloise’s 
salmon with acacia flowers, 

green beans, and herbs;  
flower shop L’Antre Pots 

Fleuris in Saint-Léger-sur-
Dheune; and Beaune  

bakery goods. 
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GO  French Country Water-
ways’ six-night Burgundy 
cruises travel between Dijon 
and Saint-Léger-sur-Dheune 
on the 12-passenger Adri-
enne, with winery visits, 
private tours of historic Dijon 
and the Hospices de Beaune, 
and a chance to hobnob with 
a French count. Departures: 
Multiple dates, 2 April through 
29 October 2023. 

Charter the four-passenger 
Alouette barge from Bel-
mond Afloat in France to 
cruise the Canal du Midi for 
six nights between Carcas-
sonne and Béziers. Tour an 
olive mill and the bustling 
Narbonne market and buy 
from local artists in the 
town of Le Somail. Depar-
tures: Multiple dates, 2 April 
through 15 October 2023.

Set out on a 14-night trip 
between Bordeaux and Paris 

aboard two Uniworld river 
ships – the 124-passenger 
Bon Voyage and 128-pas-
senger Joie de Vivre. Bike 
through Médoc vineyards, 
explore the life of Toulouse-
Lautrec at Château Malromé, 
and visit Versailles and  
Monet’s garden at Giverny, 
among other highlights, with 
a high-speed TGV train trans-
fer between ships. Depar-
tures: Multiple dates, 2 April 
through 8 October 2023.

Board Viking’s 190-pas-
senger Heimdal Longship at 
Avignon, then learn about 
lavender production in 
Provence, take a walking tour 
through the cobblestoned 
streets of medieval and 
Renaissance Viviers, and dis-
embark seven nights later in 
France’s gastronomic capital, 
Lyon. Departures: Multiple 
dates, 14 March through 7 
November 2023.  

Take to the Waters

Deckhand Charley 
surveys the canal.
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DUBAI’S BRIGHT FUTURE.  STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY B Y  C H R IS  SCHALKX
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Dubai’s Museum of the 
Future is wrapped in  

calligraphic windows.

Stardate
2071.

I’ve just returned from OSS Hope, the 
United Arab Emirates’ space station 
floating 600 kilometres above Earth. 
From the shuttle on our descent to Dubai,  
I observed a cityscape needled with sky-
scrapers that dwarfed the Burj Khalifa, 
the world’s tallest tower back in the 
2020s. Autonomous drones zoomed 
past before we touched down and dis-
embarked inside a neon-lit library that 
reminded me of a Yayoi Kusama installa-
tion – quite magical, really – though some 
of my fellow passengers seemed to prefer 
experiencing our virtual reality journey 
through the viewfinder of their phones’ 
cameras. How very 2022 of them.

For now, this optimistic vision re-
mains an LED-powered mirage – one 
of the handful of exhibitions at Dubai’s 
new Museum of the Future, a boundary-
pushing structure shaped like a giant  
silver lobster claw bedecked in Arabic 
calligraphy. It debuted to much fan-
fare this year just as the World Expo 
wrapped up, and tickets book out days 
in advance. 

In reality, Dubai’s lightning-fast pro-
gression is palpable. In this giant sandbox 
of glass and steel, you can’t look any-
where without spotting at least a hand-
ful of cranes building towers higher and 
bolder than the ones already scraping 
the sky. Nothing seems impossible here. 

The UAE’s largest city is one of super-
latives, after all: a place of freezing ski 
runs in a desert where temperatures of-
ten surpass 38 degrees, of Rolls-Royces 
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parked in front of one of the world’s largest malls, of condo towers so high that 
residents on the top floors start their iftar (a sundown meal breaking the daily 
fast during Ramadan) three minutes after those at ground level because the 
sun sets later from their vantage point. 

To say that Dubai is having quite the run would be an understatement. 
As one of the first global tourism hubs to reopen during the pandemic (in 
July 2020), it became a haven for remote workers and perpetual sunseek-
ers escaping mask mandates and lockdowns at home. Expo 2020, which 
delayed its opening until October of last year, delivered another boost: 
By the time of its final show at the tail end of March, the visitor tally had 
clocked in at almost 25 million. There’s the Museum of the Future, of 
course, and this summer sees the highly anticipated arrival of the Atlantis 
The Royal Dubai resort, with its 90-plus swimming pools and restaurants –  
a whopping 18 in total – by some of the world’s top chefs, including Heston 
Blumenthal and José Andrés. 

No wonder, then, that on any ordinary weekday morning, travellers will 
find the Jumeirah Al Naseem hotel buzzing with life. From my room, a lofty, 
cream-coloured abode with a bed wide enough to comfortably sleep a camel, 
I overlooked throngs of holidayers dipping in and out of the Windex-blue Per-
sian Gulf. They were only a fraction of the guests checked in at the rooms 
and villas composing Madinat Jumeirah, a beachfront jumble of resorts 
so sprawling I needed a map (and a buggy) to get around. Among its facili-
ties: more than 40 restaurants, 19 indoor and outdoor pools, and a stretch of  



vi r t u o s o.co m   55

sugar-white sand on which to spend lazy 
afternoons wondering how Jumeirah 
keeps the massive gardens so lush and 
teeming with birds. 

Drive up or down the city’s coastline, 
and you’ll find a pick-and-mix of spots 
for year-round sunbathing, from hum-
ble public beaches to private stretches 
of sand with bottle service at thump-
ing beach clubs. The infinity-pooled 
Drift Beach Club at the One&Only 
Royal Mirage gets top marks, but fam-
ily-friendly Madinat has several other 
tricks up its sleeve: Wild Wadi Water-
park, with 17 swirling waterslides, and 
a full-f ledged souk.  

THOUGH DUBAI often grabs headlines 
for its glitz and over-the-top Saturday 
brunches, there are equal pleasures to 
be found in its simpler joys. One after-
noon I strolled through the Old Town 
straddling Dubai Creek. In the Spice 
Souk’s incense-swirled alleys, Tech-
nicolour market stalls overflowed with 
everything from Gobstopper-size 
spheres of dried indigo to crystalline 
teardrops of solidified acacia gum sold 
as a postnatal folk remedy. 

For a single dirham (about 40 cents), I 
crossed the creek on an abra, one of the 
traditional no-frills wooden ferries that 
ply the water 24 hours a day. This corner 
of town is home to Dubai’s oldest re-
maining building, the eighteenth-cen-
tury Al Fahidi Fort, with its merloned 
walls and coral stone watchtowers.  

Razzle-dazzle Dubai  
is surprisingly  

awash with rootsy  
creative ingenuities. 

Jumeirah Al Naseem’s 
beach facing the Burj al 
Arab. Opposite: Jumei-

rah Al Qasr’s seaside 
view and negroni.
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Around the corner, the popular Arabi-
an Tea House turns out tandoor-fresh 
f latbread and sweet karak tea with car-
damom and milk – a wicker-chaired 
throwback to when locals sought ref-
uge from the midday heat in breezy tea 
parlours. The teahouse is perched on 
the edge of the historic Al Fahidi neigh-
bourhood, a labyrinthine enclave that 
was once a settlement for Persian mer-
chants. They’ve long since left, their 
patched-up former homes now occu-
pied by art galleries, courtyard cafés, 
and handicraft workshops. 

Know where to look and you’ll find 
that razzle-dazzle Dubai is surpris-
ingly awash with these rootsy creative 
ingenuities. One day I followed a local 
friend’s directions to Al Quoz, a dusty 
industrial estate adjacent to Jumeirah 
and Business Bay. The neighbour-
hood’s heart, Alserkal Avenue arts 
centre, teemed with laptop-working, 
green-smoothie-drinking, yoga-mat-
toting thirtysomethings. Starting with 
the arrival of Ayyam Gallery, ceramists, 
filmmakers, artists, and fashion design-
ers have turned this former marble fac-
tory into Dubai’s creative epicentre. 

Looking down the avenue, I spot-
ted a giant LED sign on a rooftop that 
read “WHEN WILL YOU RETURN”: 
an installation by New York-based art-
ist Mary Ellen Carroll. Before this visit, 
when the Dubai I envisioned was one of 
lavish overindulgence, I figured the city 
as one of those once-in-a-decade desti-
nations – a fly-and-flop holiday spot for 
deep-pocketed revellers. Now, I can’t 
help but wonder what else from its past, 
present, and future awaits discovery. A 
hotel transfer by air, perhaps? Maybe I’ll 
hop on an electric flying taxi – the emir-
ate has already rolled out test flights.

In reality, Dubai’s  
lightning-fast  
progression is palpable.
 

Fattoush salad and mint 
lemonade at XVA Café.
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The Mosque of Light  
in Al Quoz and (op-
posite) Jumeirah Al 
Naseem’s pool.



Daily 50 USD breakfast credit for either our signature
restaurant, 39 Degrees, or private dining

 
One-time 100 USD dining credit

 
Welcome amenity, upgrade, early check-in &

late check-out based upon availability,
upon arrival/departure

Access to Aspen awaits. Contact your
Virtuoso Advisor for reservations &
exclusive amenities, which include:

PEAKS, PERKED.

@WASPENHOTEL

ASPEN

STAY  With its stucco wind towers 
and palm-tufted gardens, beachfront 
Jumeirah Al Qasr feels like the grand 
palace of an erstwhile Arabian dy-
nasty, with 292 rooms richly swathed 
in gold and cobalt that teeter on the 
right side of old-world opulence. 
Accommodations include breakfast 
daily and one lunch or dinner and a 
50-minute massage for two. 

Sharing the same beach and many 
of the same facilities as Al Qasr, 
Jumeirah Al Naseem channels 
modern Dubai in 435 rooms with 
leather-trimmed furnishings and 
hammamlike bathrooms. Accommo-
dations include breakfast daily and a 
50-minute massage for two. 

Presiding in a sprawling pyramid 
near the airport, Raffles Dubai’s 240 
rooms are some of the Emirates’ 
largest. Hieroglyph engravings in the 
lobby set the tone for a stay fit for 
a pharaoh, complete with a shisha 
garden and six bars and restaurants. 
Accommodations include breakfast 
daily and a $150 hotel credit. 

When it opens this year, 44 of 
Atlantis The Royal Dubai’s 795 
rooms will come with private pools 
overlooking the Persian Gulf. Make 
a splash at rooftop lounge Cloud 22, 
with its nearly 90-metre-long infinity 
pool and nightclub. Accommodations 
include breakfast daily and a $150 
resort credit.   

Palatial Playgrounds 
in the City of Gold
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Gallery

London-based illustrator and collage artist Mimi Dickson created her series of table-

scapes to showcase the comforts of home, but global inspiration still seeped in. Wish You 

Were Here, for example, puts us in mind of leisurely mornings in Parisian cafés. “I hope my 

work encourages people to reflect on what makes them feel at home,” she says, “so they’ll 

always carry that with them during times of adventure and stillness.” Prints available  

at mimi-dickson.com.  mimidicksonpaintings

Good Morning, Paris
Piecing together the elements of a classic French breakfast. 

Wish You Were Here
Watercolour and hand-cut illustrations



VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY. 

THE WORLD 
AWAITS

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso 
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams – customised just for you. And the peace of 

mind that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before. 

Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.



Your trusted travel resource. 

Virtuoso travel advisors customise each trip with extras and  
perks, and act as your advocates every step of the way. 

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.
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